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Text: Mark 10:17-22 

NOTES 
A. Focus: 

1. On a drive from Kelowna, Jason’s attention was captured by the beautiful view. He realized his focus was no longer on the road. Focus is 
intentional—there are lots of good things to look at. 

2. People who have rejected the church have often put their focus on church trappings instead of Jesus. 
3. This series is attempting to help us focus on Jesus—other things become foggy or are eliminated when Jesus becomes central. C.S. 

Lewis: “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen, not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.” 
B. The story – Mark 10:17-22 

1. The Rich Young Ruler had it all yet longed for more – Mark 10:17. 
a. On top of everything he already had, this young man longed to inherit eternal life.  
b. He reflects the spiritual longing common to people. Jason saw it in the people he interviewed for the Alpha series: “One young 

man said, ‘I’m lonely but I’ve always felt a bit lonely. Wherever I go there’s a longing in my heart for home but I don’t know where 
to find it.’” 

c. What we all need is a relationship with our Maker. 
2. Jesus looked at him and loved him – Mark 10:18-21. 

a. Jesus’ response “’Why do you call me good?’” was not to make a point or shame the young man but challenge him to look 
deeper. Jason B.: “Love says hard things” (Proverbs 27:5,6). 

b. Jesus knows him and knows what rules his heart. 
c. Each of us has something that rules our hearts; it may even be ourselves. 
d. A new job, better body, better spouse, more money, our own determination & resolve etc. will let us down. Jesus won’t.  

3. Jesus confronted his assumptions – Mark 10:21. 
a. Gaining eternal life was not a matter of adding something more but a whole new system (“’…sell whatever you have … and 

follow Me.’” Vs. 21).  
b. We’re conditioned by our culture (naturalism, humanism, capitalism) to add more—people, things, habits—to achieve what we 

want.  
c. But Christianity is not on that list to add. Faith in Jesus is not one more thing to add but a whole new system.  
d. The message of the cross is it’s all been done. 

i. But how do we reconcile the not-doing of “it’s all been done’ with the doing of “give it all away”? 
ii. Monkey bars illustration: Eternal life is the destination at the end of life’s monkey bars. We can try to go it alone 

(trusting in the things our systems tell us, doing things by our own effort) or let Jesus carry us. But in order for Him to 
carry us we have to let go of the monkey bars. 

4. Jesus exposed the lie that had the young man’s heart – Mark 10:21,22. 
a. Where might the young man’s assumption about the ultimate worth of money have come from—his dad, society, his reading? 
b. What do we assume will give us ultimate identity, comfort, peace, security?  
c. Following Jesus promises us “treasure in heaven.” Jason B.: “This is not earthly trinkets, money, fame etc. but your identity, 

righteousness, unconditional live, secured where moth and rust cannot destroy—Christ Himself now and forever.” 
d. Tim Keller (paraphrased): The beautiful thing is when we make Jesus our treasure in heaven, He makes us His treasure in 

heaven. 
MINISTRY: 
1. Jason B. said: “Other things become foggy or are eliminated when Jesus becomes central.” What does that mean? Do you agree? How might that 
(“Jesus becomes central”) work out in life at home, work/school, church, in the local and larger world? 

2. The rich young man who came to Jesus had everything but he still longed for more. When have you experienced such longing in yourself or seen 
it in others? Do you still experience aspects of that longing even after coming to Christ? If so, why might that be?  

3. Jesus’ response to the young man was probably not what he wanted to hear. In what way was it a loving response? Jason B. said: “Love says 
hard things.” Have you experienced this? When? 

4. What was the young man’s assumption about gaining eternal life? In what way does giving one’s life to Jesus challenge the assumptions of our 
culture? How do we reconcile the paradox of the “not doing” of grace with the “doing” of giving it all away? 

5. How do we know the young man valued money over Jesus? What have we been told / do we believe will give us identity, comfort, peace, security, 
etc.? How can we tell what has our heart’s focus? If it is something other than Jesus, how can we change our focus to Jesus?  

PRAYER:  
Dear Jesus, Your words to the young man still challenge us—to evaluate what we’re trusting; to check for lies we believe, and on which we’ve built 
our lives; to let go and let You carry us. Help us to grow in submission and accepting Your grace this week. Amen. 


