
 
  
The international, multidisciplinary Journal of Learning Disabilities (JLD) 
publishes articles on practice, research, and theory related to learning 
disabilities (LD). Published bimonthly. 

Types of Manuscripts 
JLD encourages the submission of quantitative and qualitative manuscripts 
of different orientations (e.g., ethnographic, interpretative, narrative, 
voices). Three major types of manuscripts are typically accepted by the jour-
nal. In all categories, tables and figures are included in page limitations. 

Research articles are data-based manuscripts reporting original research 
that includes students with or at risk for learning disabilities. Authors are 
encouraged to clarify if a study is part of a larger study or is a replication. 
Intervention designs should meet recommendations as outlined by the What 
Works Clearinghouse and be consistent with the quality indicators high-
lighted in the special issue of Exceptional Children 71:2 (Jan. 2005). It is par-
ticularly important to clearly describe participants with or at risk for learning 
disabilities and to include implications and directions for future research for 
this diverse population. Length: 30–35 typewritten, double-spaced pages. 

Extensive literature reviews, theoretical papers, or nonempirical 
position or policy papers are selected based on the content’s importance to 
the field of learning disabilities. Length: 30–35 typewritten, double-spaced 
pages. 

A special series or section contains several different articles by various 
authors on a given topic. A lead author with extensive experience and expertise 
in a specific area conceptualizes and coordinates it. Individuals who wish to 
guest edit a special series should first contact the journal editorial office 
to ascertain interest in the topic. 

Letters to the editor involving reaction to material appearing in JLD or 
to an issue in the field of LD are encouraged and are published as space 
permits. Length: no more than 3 double-spaced, typewritten pages. No 
tables, figures, or footnotes. Letters are subject to editing and conden-
sation by the editorial staff. 
Manuscript page counts for each type should include abstract, refer-
ences, tables, and figures, and each table should start on a new page. 

Acceptance Criteria 
Initial consideration of a manuscript will depend upon (a) content 
relevance and usefulness to the readership; (b) how it compares to other 
articles dealing with similar content on pertinent variables (e.g., sample 
size, research design, research quality, literature review); (c) clarity of 
writing style; and (d) the author’s adherence to APA guidelines. 

Manuscript Preparation 
Follow guidelines specified in the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (7th ed., 2020). JLD follows a masked review 
process; authors must ensure submitted manuscripts do not divulge iden-
tity. For example, never use first person (I, my, we, our) when doing so 
reveals the authors’ identities (e.g., “in our larger study, Smith et al., 2016 
found …”). Instead, use Authors et al. References to the authors’ work 
should be in third person (e.g., “Smith et al. (2016) cautioned that …”). 

1. Title Page. Submit a separate title page file with (a) article title;  
(b) names of all authors; (c) author affiliations, complete mailing 
address for contact author, e-mail addresses of all authors; and  
(d) any acknowledgments; financial, preregistration, or preprint 
disclosure information; author notes; or other text that could identify 
authors to reviewers. Please do not include any links to a preprint or 
unblinded preregistration within the manuscript. 

2. Format. 8½ ´ 11 in. document; 1-in. margins; double-spacing, left 
alignment, Times New Roman, 12-pt. type for text. Include title & 
abstract. Text and table files must be Word documents; no PDFs. 

3. Tables. Each table should start on a new page. Tables should be 
double-spaced; please use Word’s table functions and save as text. 
Do not save tables as pictures.  

4. Endnotes. Use endnotes sparingly. Number with Arabic numerals 
starting with 1 and continuing through the article. Example: (see Note 1). 
NO footnotes. 

5. References. Provide DOIs (preferred) for reference entries or URLs (see 
APA 7th, pp. 298–299, for guidance). 

Authors for Whom English is a Second Language. It is highly recommended 
to have a colleague or copyeditor who is fluent in English review the 
manuscript before submission. 

Figures. Figures should be separate files—with each figure on a new page 
or file—must be black and white only, and be production-ready. Use bold 
type that is large enough to be reduced and still be readable, and make 
sure rules/tick marks are at least 1 pt. Acceptable electronic formats 
include: TIFF, EPS, Word, or Excel. For scans/photos, download the SAGE 
Image Resolution Guidelines from the Instructions & Forms link at 
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jld. 

Permissions. The author is responsible for obtaining written permission 
for material (e.g., figures, tables, extensive quotes) taken directly or 
adapted from another source. Payment of any fees the copyright holder 
may require is also the author’s responsibility. Permissions often take a 
considerable amount of time to be granted, so start the request process 
early. Material taken from software or from the Internet also requires 
obtaining permission. Download a Permissions Request form from the 
Instructions & Forms link at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jld. Read 
permissions carefully to ensure the language is broad enough to allow 
publication in all formats, including electronic and print. Failure to obtain 
permission will result in removal of the item or the article. 

Supplemental Material. Decisions regarding inclusion of supplemental 
material will be made by the editor as part of the article acceptance process. 
With the exception of videos and podcasts, supplemental files will be 
deposited to Figshare and assigned a DOI. Authors are responsible for the 
scientific accuracy and file functionality of all supplemental files; materials 
will not be copyedited, typeset, or proofread. Additional information and 
guidelines are available for download from the Instructions and Forms link at 
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jld. 

Manuscript Submission 
Submit electronically: https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/jld 

Log in, or click the “Create an Account” option in blue bar at upper right if you 
are a first-time user. Once logged in, click on “Author.” Have the following 
available before starting submission: manuscript files, including separate title 
page; all coauthors’ full names and e-mail addresses; # of figures, # of tables, # 
of manuscript pages. Click the “Start New Submission” link in box at left (if 1st 
time submitting the manuscript) and follow the submission steps. A guide is 
available via the Help button at top right in blue bar. Although not required, we 
strongly suggest authors indicate their ORCID ID or create one. 

Letter: As part of the submission process, you will need to include a cover letter, 
either as an attachment or copied and pasted into the Cover Letter box 
provided. The letter should include information on prior dissemination of the 
findings at conferences or on social media. 

PLEASE NOTE that manuscripts not conforming to these guidelines may be 
returned without external review. 
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