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Little Change in Land Prices; 
2020 Rents Also Remain Steady

Fall 2019

Continued on Page 9

Summer Snapshot Survey Results

“Static” is likely the best way to describe what is hap-
pening with prices being paid for Illinois farmland 

when comparing sales activities from January 1 through 
the end of July this year. This is according to the Chap-
ter’s annual Mid-Year Snapshot Survey among its mem-
bers and those closely allied to the industry. The results of 
the survey were released August 28 at the Farm Progress 
Show in Decatur, IL.

“We have seen a minute drop of 1.0 percent in the value 
of Excellent Productivity farmland to $10,497 per acre in 
the first half of the year,” says David Klein, AFM, ALC, 
vice president of First Mid Ag Services, Bloomington, 
and overall chair of the Society’s Land Values and Lease 
Trends project. 

“There was no change in the price of Good Productivity 

farmland and it is holding at $8,240. Average Productivity 
land is stable at $6,081 and Fair Productivity land saw a 
4.6 percent decrease in value to $4,898 per acre.”

The Productivity Indexes are based on Bulletin 811 stan-
dards where Excellent Quality farmland averages over 
190 bushels of corn per acre with a soil productivity index 
of 133 or higher, Good Quality farmland averages be-
tween 170 and 190 bushels per acre with a soil productiv-
ity index of 117-132, Average Quality farmland averages 
between 150 and 170 bushels per acre with a soil produc-
tivity index of 100-116 and no irrigation, and Fair Quality 
farmland averages below 150 bushels per acre with a soil 
productivity index under 100.

“The expectations are that land prices are either going to 
stay the same or decrease by less than 3 percent over the 
next six months,” Klein reports.

“A driver on sales prices is the land that is available and 
there has not been a great deal of that out there. It has 
been tight,” Klein says, and the heavy majority of respon-
dents do not expect that to change in the last half of the 
year.

Two trends that have remained steady over the past few 
years are they types of sales – 63 percent are estates – and 
the buyers – 64 percent being farmers. “This has changed 
very little over the years,” he notes. 

“Factors that could impact prices in a positive way are the 
obvious ones,” Klein explains, “those being increases in 
commodity prices, any changes in interest rates, domestic 
biofuel policy and the successful negotiation and imple-
mentation of new trade agreements with other countries.  



SEE JENNIFER’S STORY AT LGSEEDS.COM/TESTIMONIALS

At LG Seeds it’s not just the genetics of our seed corn; it’s the genetics of who we are. 
From our dealers in the fi eld to our scientists back in the lab, everything we do is built 
around helping you achieve real, lasting success.

OUR SEED. YOUR SOIL. TOTAL SUCCESS.

LG Seeds and design are trademarks of SCA Limagrain. © 2017 LG Seeds

- Jennifer S.
  6th Generation
  Family farmer and dealer
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Rob Says...

(Continued on Page 7)

The summer of 2019 is in the can and harvest 2019 
will hopefully be able to get started within the next 
month around the state. Most of us will be happy 
when the 2019 growing season is behind us and we can look forward to 
the 2020 crop year. It will be very interesting to see what Mother Nature 
has in store for us over the next year. 

Since I have mentioned 2020, mark your calendars for the ISPFMRA 
Annual Meeting February 6th and 7th in Peoria and the Land Values 
Conference on March 19th with educational opportunities on March 
18th. There are more calendar items to jot down and they are all on Page  
8. 

This summer provided some excellent educational opportunities starting 
with Summer Education Week in Omaha, our Summer Tour in Quincy, 
the RLI Recreational Land class, and Leadership Institute. ISPFMRA 
was well represented at SEW, RLI Recreational Land course and at 
Leadership Institute.

If you were unable to attend the Summer Tour in Quincy, you missed 
a great one. John Benz, AFM and Adam Kestner, AFM went all out 
and did a great job educating our members on many of the agriculture 
related industries in the Quincy area....ADM’s new feed mill, Knaphe-
ide Manufacturing, Doyle Manufacturing, Kohl Wholesale Foods and 
Quincy Farm Products. It was also good to meet and talk with our Junior 
College Transfer Scholarship recipients Alex Hartke and Callie Robin-
son. Thanks again, John and Adam for your hard work and hospitality!

For those of you who are needing continuing education for your real 
estate license and ASFMRA, the RLI Recreational Land class is a great 
way to meet both requirements with one class. The class qualifies for 
12 hours of Elective CE for Illinois Real Estate License and 16 hours of 
ASFMRA CE credit. 

The ASFMRA Annual conference is November 17 – 22 this year in 
Louisville, KY. Registration is now open on the ASFMRA website 
along with the agenda. Louisville is a fairly easy drive from most areas 
of Illinois so it would be nice to see a large contingency of ISPFMRA 
members in attendance this year.

The Management and Appraisal Education Committees are also working 
on several offerings for December and early 2020. These are listed on  
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YIELD ISN’T 
THE ONLY REWARD.
GET MORE.

*Traited acres based on Bayer internal estimates. **Beck’s Roundup Ready 2 Xtend varieties versus Pioneer, Asgrow, and Syngenta Roundup Ready 2 Xtend varieties in 12,588 head-to-head 
comparisons. Includes data from farmer plots, Beck’s research, and third-party data. ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW, IRM, WHERE APPLICABLE, GRAIN MARKETING, STEWARDSHIP PRACTICES 
AND PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS Glyphosate herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to glyphosate. Dicamba herbicides will kill crops that are not tolerant to dicamba. Roundup Ready 
2 Xtend® is a trademark of Bayer Group. Performance may vary.

WITH BECK’S, YOU JUST GET MORE.
• +2.0 Bu./A. advantage** vs. industry Roundup Ready 2 Xtend varieties.
• Performance Plus discount on every unit of Beck’s Roundup Ready 2 Xtend soybeans.
• Elite, proprietary seed treatments with the option to fi ght nematodes, SDS, and white mold.
• 100% Free Replant. Enough said.
• Beck’s Commitment Rewards program to add tangible value to your farm. 

ADDITIONAL REWARD PROGRAMS AND OPPORTUNITIES
• Bayer PLUS Rewards: Earn up to $15/A. rebate.
• Bayer Spray Early With Confi dence Program: Two recommendations for using dicamba. 
• To learn more: http://bit.ly/XtendPrograms



Rob says
(Continued from Page 3)

praisal professions. With this new growth, I am very 
optimistic about the direction of our chapter.

I would like to thank the members of ISPFMRA for 
allowing me to have had the privilege of serving as 
your President this last year. Have a safe and pros-
perous harvest season.

calendar and more information will be coming to you 
very soon. Until the registration materials arrive, do 
mark these dates on your calendars.

With the rapid generational roll of farm ownership 
that is currently happening, the need for the services 
offered by our members is growing, as are the de-
mands on our time. The basis for the success of the 
ISPFMRA is our members’ unselfish willingness to 
be involved and to volunteer their time to help in get-
ting the job done. It is exciting to see young men and 
women entering the farm management and rural ap-

Welcome New Members 
Hoerbert, Bailey 
Student    
10171 Railsback Rd  
Mackinaw, IL 61755-9057
(309) 706-4034 
brhoerb@ilstu.edu

Olson, Weston 
Student  
Olson Farms 
1209 24th St 
Peru, IL 61354-1307
(815) 878-2641 
olsonweston@me.com  

REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 1 — 
AmerenIllinoisSavings.com/Symposium

or call 1.866.800.0747

Mark your calendars and discover why thousands 
of customers have turned to this award-winning 

event for energy-saving solutions.

OCT. 23  SPRINGFIELD

The 2019 Ameren IllinoisSAVE THE

DATE

Herbert M. Meyer, ARA
Accredited Rural Appraiser

Phone 309-989-4007
Email:  Peoriaappraisal@outlook.com

Certified in IL, IN, IA, MO

Edwards, IL 61528

Peoria Appraisal Service
6121 W Challacombe Road



Upcoming Events
November 18 - 21
 ASFMRA Annual Conference
 Louisville, KY

December 4 Drainage Seminar
 DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington
 Details to be released soon

December 10 USPAP Course
	 Fairfield	Inn	and	Suites.	Effingham,	IL
 Details to be released soon

2020

February 5 USPAP Course
	 Embassy	Suites,	East	Peoria
 Details to be released soon

 AAC Accreditation Course
	 Embassy	Suites,	East	Peoria
 Details to be released soon

February	6	 ISPFMRA	Annual	Meeting
	 Embassy	Suites,	East	Peoria

March	18	 Illinois	Managing	Broker	Licensing		 	 	
 Course
 DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington 

March	19	 2020	Illinois	Land	Values	Conference
 DoubleTree by Hilton
	 Bloomington,	IL

April  (date and location TBA)
	 Illinois	RLI	Education	Day

June	25	 Summer	Tour	--	Joint	program	with	Iowa		 	
	 Chapter
 Quad Cities Area

June	26	 Education	Program	TBA
 Quad Cities Area 

In a Thank You Note to the Chapter, Ms. Robinson wrote:  
“My time with the ISPFMRA at the annual Summer Tour 
was a trip I’ll never forget. Meeting the ladies and gentle-
men of the ISPFMRA was wonderful and I’m so glad I got 
to experience the agribusinesses we toured in the Quincy 
area. Participating in the Summer Tour allowed me to 
see a side to agriculture that I don’t typically see here in 
central Illinois, although, getting to know the members 
and making connections was my favorite part of the trip. 
I look forward to joining the group as a student member 
and making more connections so that one day when I 
have a career in the industry I have people to call upon 
for guidance and support. Thank you for the opportunity 
to join on the Summer Tour and for the scholarship that 
has helped me to further my education at Illinois State 
University.”

She is a junior at ISU majoring in agribusiness with a 
minor in business administration. Mr. Hartke is pursuing 
a degree in agricultural economics at Southern Illinois. 

ISPFMRA Academic Vice President Marie Boenrgen, 
Ph.D., is flanked by Callie Robinson, Savoy, and Alex-
ander Hartke, Teutopolis, during a stop at Knapheide 
Manufacturing as part of the 2019 ISPFMRA Summer 
Tour. The two are the first recipients of a new Chapter 
program for students transferring students to a major Il-
linois University. One of the requirements for accepting 
the scholarship funds is that the students are required to 
be part of the Summer Tour program. 

Scholarship Recipients 
Join In Summer Tour



“We’re all closely watching what happens with the trade 
situation with China, the need for passage of the USMCA 
agreement by Congress and the recent agreement by Ja-
pan to buy large amounts of U.S.-produced corn.”

Rent Trends
Cash rents for 2019 and 2020 are tracking along with the 
prices being paid for land in that there is little expected in 
terms of changes,” says Gary Schnitkey, Ph.D., Univer-
sity of Illinois Department of Ag and Consumer Econom-
ics. He notes that rental rates for Excellent Quality land 
averaged at $302 per acre for 2019 and is expected to 
be set at $298 per acre for 2020. Good productivity land 
is at $261 and is expected to fade very slightly to $254. 
Average Quality land is at $212 and is expected to drop to 
$205 and Fair Quality land will adjust from $170 per acre 
to $167.

He adds that the factors that could impact rental rates 
positively will be higher corn prices --- respondents 
expect 2019 prices to average $4.05 per bushel – which 
could come about with the possibility of trade resolutions 
with China. Negative factors will be higher production 
costs for 2020 as well as yields and soybean prices, also 

impacted by China’s demand for product with their out-
break of African Swine Fever.

As with rental rates, the types of leases are also only 
slightly changed. “Share rents are currently at 26 percent 
and that is expected to drop slightly in 2020 as we antici-
pate an upward tick in cash rent leases – currently at 33 
percent – and variable cash leases, currently at 22 per-
cent,” Schnitkey says. He notes that the survey revealed 
an average supplemental rent on a 50/50 crop share lease 
is $18 per acre.

Schnitkey explains that for variable cash rent 97 percent 
have a base rent that is paid regardless of prices, yields or 
incomes. If yields enter into rent calculations farm yields 
are used in  93 percent of the cases with county yields 
used in the others. If price is the major consideration 
multiple prices at the delivery point is the most common 
method (58 percent) for determining the prices. Other 
determinants are futures prices (32 percent), actual mar-
keting (6 percent) and a single price at a delivery point (3 
percent.)

Crop insurance and/or government payments are used 
in calculating rent payments in 41 percent of the leases. 
Overall, 84 percent of respondents are satisfied with the 
performance of variable cash leases and indicate this type 
of arrangement makes negotiations easier compared to 
fixed cash rent agreements. Only 15 percent indicate that 
rent terms changed annually or every other year with 59 
percent report changes occur ‘periodically’ and 26 percent 
saying there are seldom any changes in variable cash rent 
lease terms.

Impact of Prevent Plant Program
The survey indicates that 31 percent of the farm managers 
reported some USDA Prevent Plant Program participa-
tion on the farms they manage. Of those that experienced 
prevented planting on managed acres, 15 percent of 
the corn acres and 5 percent of the soybean acres were 
Prevent Plant. The major reasons for taking Prevent Plant 
were that the farmland was never fit to plant and Prevent 
Plant had higher expected returns than planting.  Lower-
ing of the farm’s crop insurance Annual Production His-
tory yield was indicated as important in 35 percent of the 
cases.

Interest in Solar Farms
“With all the discussion and meetings going on regarding 
solar farms, I find it very interesting that 47 percent of 
the farm managers indicated they had discussion on solar 
farm installations on property they manage, but none had 
any installations or development occurring other than op-
tion signatures,” Klein states.

See Mid-Year Survey Key Points starting on Page 11

Little Change in Farmland Values, Rents to Stay Steady in 2020
Continued from Page 1

David Klein, AFM, ALC, vice president of First MidAg Services, Bloom-
ington.	IL,	briefs	media	representatives	at	the	Farm	Progress	Show	in	
Decatur,	IL	on	August	28	on	the	results	of	the	Mid-Year	Snapshot	Sur-
vey	on	farmland	values	and	lease	trends.	Klein	told	those	in	attendance	
that	there	was	little	change	reported	in	prices	being	paid	for	Illinois	farm-
land	compared	to	values	in	January	2019. 



*Nationwide estimated loss. Ferris, Howard. “Nematodes and Plant Damage.” University of California, 1 Oct. 2015. Web.

**3-Year Average Yield Protection Advantage over control, across all locations and thresholds, N=213 Trials (2014, 2015, 2016) (AR, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, MD, MI, 
MN, MO, MS, NC, ND, NE, OH, SC, SD, TN, TX, VA, WI) Results will vary based on nematode pressure in each fi eld. 

Individual results may vary, and performance may vary from location to location and from year to year. This result may not be an indicator of results you may 
obtain as local growing, soil and weather conditions may vary. Growers should evaluate data from multiple locations and years whenever possible. ALWAYS 
READ AND FOLLOW PESTICIDE LABEL DIRECTIONS. Products with NemaStrike™ Technology are not registered in all states. The distribution, sale, or use 
of an unregistered pesticide is a violation of federal and/or state law and is strictly prohibited. Check with your local Monsanto dealer or representative for 
the product registration status in your state. Acceleron® and NemaStrike™ are trademarks of Monsanto Technology LLC. ©2017 Monsanto Company.

Availability Pending Regulatory Approvals

NEMATODES COST AN ESTIMATED 
>10% IN YIELD LOSS.*

TAKE BACK YOUR BUSHELS.
NemaStrikeTechnology.com

Corn

7
Bu/A

Soybeans

3
Bu/A

OVER THE COMPETITIVE STANDARD**

AVG. YIELD PROTECTION ADVANTAGE

Delivers broad-spectrum control

Stays in the root zone

Controls for up to 75 days

Invisible. Invasive. Underestimated. 

Nematodes have been stealing corn 

and soybean yields, and getting away 

with it. But this seed treatment 

technology strikes where nematodes 

attack, protecting against yield loss:
20x magnifi cation of lesion 

nematodes in corn roots
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7300 W. State Route 104, Auburn, IL
800-252-3361 ● www.spipipe.com

BENEFITS OF SPRINGFIELD PLASTICS 
100% VIRGIN RESIN DRAINAGE PIPE:
● Consistent material
● No Blowouts
● High flexibility
● No cracks when unrolling

● Minimal couplers in a roll
● No soft spots in pipe
● Lower unit cost of production

THE ONLY U.S.MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFIED AS USING 
ONLY 100% VIRGINMATERIAL

Continued on Page 12

Mid-Year Survey Key points
Note:	In	the	following,	reference	is	made	to	different	qualities	of	
farmland.	In	a	normal	year,	Excellent	quality	farmland	averages	
over	190	bushels	of	corn	per	acre	with	a	soil	productivity	index	
of	133	or	higher,	Good	quality	farmland	averages	between	
170	and	190	bushels	per	acre	with	a	soil	productivity	index	of	
117-132,Average	quality	farmland	averages	between	150	and	
170	bushels	per	acre	with	a	soil	productivity	index	of	100-116	
and	no	irrigation,	and	Fair	quality	farmland	averages	below	150	
bushels	per	acre	with	a	soil	productivity	index	under	100.	

Farmland Prices and Volume

1.	 Our	survey	respondents	indicated	that	Higher	productivity	
farmland	classes	have	experienced	very	little	to	no	change	in	
price	from	January	1,	2019	till	the	middle	of	the	year	while	lower	
productivity	farmland	decreased.

-0.9%	increase	in	excellent	productivity	farmland	to	$10,497
0.0%	change	in	good	productivity	farmland	to	$8,240
-0.2%	change	in	average	productivity	farmland	to	$6,081
-4.6%	decrease	in	fair	productivity	farmland	to	$4,898

2.	 60%	of	respondents	expected	the	volumes	of	sales	to	
remain	the	same	in	the	last	six-months	of	2018	relative	to	recent	
years,	with	24%	expecting	sales	to	increase	and	12%	expecting	
sales	to	decrease.

3.	 Sales	of	farmland	came	from	the	following	groups	in	the	
first	part	of	2019:

63%	were	estate	sales
14%	were	farmers
8%	were	local	investors
8%	were	non-local	investors
5%	were	institutions

4.	 Purchasers	of	farmland	were:
64%	were	farmers
17%	were	local	individual	investors
10%	where	institutional	investors
8%	were	non-local	individual	investors
1%	were	others.

Farmland Price Expectations 
5.	 During	the	last	half	of	2019,	most	respondents	expect	
farmland	prices	to	experience	a	decrease:

2%	expect	farmland	prices	to	increase	between	0	and	3%
44%	expect	farmland	prices	to	remain	the	same
50%	expect	farmland	prices	to	decrease	by	less	than	3%
4%	expect	farmland	prices	to	decrease	more	than	3%

6.	 Interest	rates	are	expected	to	fall	over	the	last	half	of	2019:
14%	expect	interest	rates	to	decrease	by	½	percent
39%	by	interest	rates	to	decrease	by	¼	percent



37%	expect	stable	interest	rates
6%	expect	interest	rate	increase	of	¼	percent
4%	expect	increases	of	½	percent

7.	 Factors	that	could	have	a	positive	impact	on	farmland	
prices	during	the	last	half	of	2019	are	increases	in	commodity	
prices,	changes	in	interest	rates,	and	economic	growth	in	the	
United	States,	stock	market	prices	in	the	United	States.	Nega-
tive	factors	include	Chinese	demand	for	agricultural	product,	
crops	and	supply	in	South	America,	value	of	U.S.	Dollar,	
changes	in	ethanol	policy,	and	yields	and	supply	of	crops	in	the	
United	States.
 
2019 Cash Rents and Expected 2020 Cash Rents 
8.	 Cash	rents	likely	will	be	stable	between	2019	and	2020

9.	 Respondents	expect	corn	prices	on	the	2019	corn	crop	to	
average	$4.05	per	bushel.

10.	 Respondents	were	asked	to	indicate	the	impact	of	various	
factors	will	have	on	2020	cash	rents.	Positive	factors	were	corn	
price	expectations	for	2020,	and	the	possibility	of	trade	resolu-
tion	with	China.	Negative	factors	were	prevent	plant	in	2019,	
production	cost	changes	for	2020,	soybean	price	expectations	
for	2020,	and	2019	yields.

Prevent Plant
11.	 31%	of	the	farm	managers	indicated	that	there	was	some	
prevent	plant	on	the	farms	that	they	manage.

12.	 For	those	farm	mangers	with	prevent	plant,	15%	of	the	corn	
acres	were	prevent	plant	and	5%	of	the	soybean	acres	were	
prevent	plant.

13.	 The	major	reasons	for	taking	prevent	plant	were	that	the	
farmland	was	never	fit	to	plant	and	prevent	plant	had	higher	
expected	returns	than	planting.	Lowering	of	APH	yield	was	
indicated	as	important	in	35%	of	the	cases.

Rental Arrangements
14.	 Respondents	indicate	the	following	use	of	alternative	
leases:

26%	are	share	rent	leases
11%	are	modified	share	rent	leases
33%	are	cash	rent	leases
22%	are	variable	cash	rent	leases
7%	are	custom	farming

15.	 Mostly,	respondents	indicated	that	rental	arrangements	will	
be	mostly	stable	moving	into	2020.	A	decrease	in	share	rents	is	
expected.	An	increase	in	the	percentage	of	cash	rent	and	vari-
able	cash	rent	leases	is	expected.

16.	 The	average	supplemental	rent	on	a	share	rent	lease	is	
$18	per	acre.

Variable Cash Rent Arrangements
17.	 For	variable	cash	rents,	the	most	common	cash	rent	has	a	
base	cash	rent	regardless	of	prices,	yields,	or	incomes.

97%	of	variable	cash	rents	have	a	base	rent	that	is	paid		 	
 regardless of prices, yields, or incomes
71%	have	a	payment	if	revenue	exceeds	specified	levels
3%	have	a	payment	based	on	a	revenue	where	the	revenue		
	 begins	at	$0
29%	have	a	payment	based	on	price
25%	have	a	payment	based	on	yield
10%	have	costs	of	production	enter	into	the	calculations	of			
 rent

18.	 When	yields	enter	into	rent	calculations,	farm	yields	are	
used	in	93%	of	the	cases.	County	yields	are	used	in	the	other	
cases.

19.	 When	price	enters	into	rent	calculations,	multiple	prices	at	
delivery	point	is	the	most	common	method	for	arriving	at	the	
price.
58%	of	leases	use	multiple	prices	at	a	local	delivery	point
32%	use	futures	prices
6%	use	actual	marketing
3%	use	one	price	at	a	delivery	point

20.	 Crop	insurance	payments	and/or	government	payments	are	
used	in	calculating	rent	payments	in	41%	of	the	leases.

21.	 When	gross	revenue	is	used	to	calculate	a	bonus,	the	aver-
age	percent	used	to	calculate	the	bonus	is	35%	for	corn	and	
41%	for	soybeans.

22.	 Most	respondents	are	satisfied	with	the	performance	of	
variable	cash	leases

32%	indicate	they	were	very	satisfied
52%	indicate	they	were	satisfied
10%	indicate	are	neutral
6%	indicated	that	they	were	dissatisfied

23.	 Most	respondents	indicate	that	variable	cash	rent	arrange-
ments	make	negotiations	easier	as	compared	to	fixed	cash	rent	
arrangements.

12%	indicate	that	negotiations	were	much	easier
64%	indicate	that	negotiations	were	somewhat	easier
18%	indicate	that	negotiations	were	about	the	same
6%	indicate	that	negotiations	were	harder

24.	 Most	respondents	indicated	that	lease	terms	do	not	change	
every year

9%	indicate	that	every	year	some	terms	of	the	lease	
change	
6%	indicate	that	changes	occur	every	other	year
59%	indicate	changes	occur	periodically	
26%	indicated	that	lease	terms	change	seldom	

Solar farms

25.	 Of	farm	managers,	47%	indicated	that	they	had	discussion	
on	solar	farm	installations	on	property	they	manage.	None	of	
those	farm	managers	indicated	that	those	projections	had	any	
installations	or	development	occurring	other	than	option	signa-
tures.	



TURNS OUT,
THE BEST SLEEPING PILLS

COME IN A PACK OF 80,000. 

Our product evaluation program is the best in the business. Hybrid development 
and placement is based on extensive data and in-field observation. We determine 
the management practices needed to maximize the value of every hybrid we sell. 
And we rigorously test the traits and technology that go in and on our seed, so we 
know they provide return on investment. At Wyffels Hybrids, we believe our seed 
should be well tested, so you can be well rested.    WYFFELS.COM  |  800.369.7833

© 2018 Wyffels Hybrids Inc.



Don’t Let Your 
Deal Get Stalled
While Waiting on a Farmland Appraisal

i l l i n o i s

Farm Credit is here to help.
Request a rural appraisal from our 
experienced team of experts today.
appraisal@farmcreditIL.com

Leadership Institute a “Terrific Experience”
The Illinois Chapter was represented at this year’s 

ASFMRA Leadership Institute by Dan Riewerts, 
Hertz Farm Management, Geneseo, and Josh Peak, Hertz 
Farm Management, DeKalb. The LI was held in Washing-
ton D.C. September 9 - 13. Of his experience, Riewarts 
writes:

The trip was a great experience and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to network with other members of the Society as we 
navigated our way through Washington DC. The meetings with 
key decision makers within our Nation’s government were en-
lightening and it was an honor to get to represent the ISPFMRA 
and be an advocate for Illinois agriculture. The training received 
and experiences had were very beneficial and I look forward to 
using what I learned here in Illinois to develop and strengthen 
my relationships with our elected officials regarding key issues 
within Agriculture.”

Josh Peak shared similar thoughts: 

The Leadership Institute was a terrific experience. It was my 
first time to the Capitol and I will remember it for the rest of my 
life. We were able to meet with representatives from the Farm 
Credit Administration, the USDA, NASS, the House Agriculture 
Committee Majority staff, the Farm Credit Council, and the 
Office of Management and Budget. We also got the opportunity 
to meet with Representative Mike Conaway (ranking member 
of the House Agriculture Committee), Representative Cheri 
Bustos, and staff of Representative Adam Kinzinger, Senator 
Dick Durbin, and Senator Tammy Duckworth. They all were 
interested in our organization and the challenges that we are 
facing in agriculture.  

We were also able to tour many of the monuments and witness 
the history of the Capitol. It was a great chance to brush up 
on my history as well as learn some new facts. I would highly 
recommend attending the ASFMRA Leadership Institute if you 
have not already. It provided a great opportunity to see how 
our government works, network with colleagues, and enjoy the 
sightseeing of Washington D.C. I want to thank the ISPFMRA 
for sponsoring me, as well as the ASFMRA, Lonnie Smith and 
Corteva for putting on a fantastic event!

Meeting with House Staffers‘
Members	of	the	2019	ASFMRA	Leadership	Institute,	which	is	spon-
sored	annually	by	Corteva,	meet	with	staffers	of	House	Agriculture	
Committee	Chair	Colin	Peterson	(D)	of	Minnesota.	The	LI	was	held	in	
Washington,	D.C.	Sept.	9	-	13. Two	ISPFMRA	members	attended.
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Annual Meeting Set for Feb. 6 in Peoria, Keynotes Signed to Program

The 2019 ISPFMRA Annual Meeting is set for Thurs-
day, February 6 at the Embassy Suites in East Peoria 

and a complete agenda with speaker roster and registra-
tion information is expected to be released by mid-Octo-
ber.

Opening keynote for the one-day program will be Dan 
Basse, president of AgResouorce Company, based in Chi-
cago. Basse will address world markets as they affect U.S. 
agriculture and offer his insights on what is happening at 
the time and how to position yourself and your clients in 
commodity trading.

The ‘closing’ speaker for the day will be Eric Snodgrass, 
lead Atmospheric Scientist for Agrible, who assesses and 
forecasts weather risks in the agriculture industry. Earlier 
this fall Snodgrass provided his prediction for the overall 
winter weather patterns that will cover Illinois and it will 
be interesting to compare the February reality with his 
prognostications.

Also confirmed on the program will be a general session 
on the challenges of growing hemp in Illinois. This will 
look at the legal issues, weather considerations, regula-
tion, marketing and financing. Is this a flash in the pan 
industry or can it take root and grow, literally?
Brian Weaver will provide an update on appraiser legisla-
tion in an afternoon breakout. Colleen Callahan, the state 
DNR Director, has been invited to speak on the role of the 
DNR in agriculture in the state.

Auction Items Needed

The Memorial Scholarship needs items for the auction 
which will close the day’s activities. “We’re always look-
ing for new and unique auction items,” says Seth Baker, 
scholarship committee chair. He adds that he hopes those 
attending the meeting will stay to the close of the auction 
as overall receipts from the event have declined in the 
past few years since the Chapter went to the one-day An-
nual Meeting format.
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Our roots are in  
farms like yours

We built our business by protecting farmers like 
you from the beginning. As one of the nation’s 
leading farm insurers, we have the expertise  
to help you protect your livelihood. After all, 

we’ve been doing it for over 90 years.

#TakeSimpleSteps today  
to protect your farm.

Visit COUNTRYFinancial.com or talk to your  
local representative to find out more.
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2700 North Main Street

Moweaqua,  IL 62550

O: +1.217.768.4930

F:  +1.217.768.3041

sales@digsassociates.com
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CONSULTING SERVICES

UNIQUE WATERSHED APPROACH

SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE DESIGN

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING

PROJECT FACILITATION

DRAINAGE WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

NUTRIENT LOSS REDUCTION OPTIONS

AND MUCH MORE

Profitable results through trusted professionals

The professional engineering firm that understands agricultural

drainage.

WE OFFER:

Upcoming ISPFMRA Courses
Watch your emails for full details and agendas

Wednesday, December 4
 DoubleTree by Hilton, Bloomington

 Drainage -- A full day packed with information
	 	 •	The	Basics	--	surface	and	sub-surface,	design,	
        materials, working with contractors
	 	 •	Drainage	Law	--	working	with	government	agencies
	 	 •	Government	Regulation
	 	 •	Economics	of	Drainage	--	Does	it	Pay?		 	 	
	 	 					How	to	valuate	it
	 	 •	Watershed	Modeling

Tuesday, December 10
	 Fairfield	Inn	and	Suites,	Effingham

Wednesday, February 5, 2020
	 Embassy	Suites,	East	Peoria

 USPAP --	LeeAnn	Moss	will	be	
  the instructor for both classes



Pioneer.com/GrowingPoint

ON-FARM 
AGRONOMY TRIALS

LOCAL  
PIONEER TEAM

HIGH-YIELDING 
PRODUCTS

PIONEER® brand products are provided subject to the terms and conditions of purchase which are part of the labeling and purchase documents.
®, TM, SM Trademarks and service marks of DuPont, Pioneer or their respective owners. © 2016 PHII. DUPPBR16034VA

MORE TRIALS

MORE INSIGHTS

MORE YIELD

Josh Shofner
DuPont Pioneer Field Agronomist

Jeff Peine
Grower

Leah Addington
Pioneer Sales Professional



Platinum Level 
Bayer 

Will Mullenix    309-824-1755    will.mullenix@bayer.com

Beck’s Hybrids 
Chad Kalaher    309-319-8680    chad.kalaher@beckshybrids.com

LG Seeds 
Paul Handsaker    815-238-2187    paul.handsaker@lgseeds.com 

Pioneer
Lonnie Smith    402-309-0843    lonnie.smith@corteva.com

Wyffels Hybrids 
Stan Tarr    309-838-4138    starr@wyffels.com

Gold Level
Compeer Financial

Mike Morris    309-268-0136     mike.morris@compeer.com. 

COUNTRY Financial
Craig Conroy    309-821-2216     craig.conroy@countryfinancial.com

 Farm Credit Illinois
Rod Stoll    217-590-2174    rod.stoll@farmcreditil.com

Springfield Plastics
Steve Baker    217-438-6167    sbaker@spipipe.com 

Silver  
Agricultural Soil Management (ASM) 

Alec Bean   217-356-5756    abean@asmlabs.net

Ameren Illinois
Sharon Conlee    309-677-5028    sconlee@ameren.com

Digs Associates
Corey Getz       217-768-4930       Sales@digsassociates.com

Our Commercial Sponsors


