FILMclips for Character Education

Honesty
FEATURING

Short, fully-licensed film clips from these popular movies:

Liar Liar
To Kill A Mockingbird
Abbott & Costello
Big Fat Liar
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Honesty
Trustworthiness

Theme:
A young son makes a birthday wish that his father, a chronic liar, must tell the truth for twentyfour hours. Thanks to a bit of magic, his wish comes true. It does not take long before this
liar-turned-truth-teller begs his son to take back the wish!
Clip 1 of 4 (2:16)
Grown Ups Lie
Liar Liar (PG-13)
Teaser Question:

ARE “WHITE LIES”
OKAY? WHY?
WHY NOT?

AN ICEBREAKER
See where students stand relative to each other and how strongly they feel about their
position regarding their answer to the Teaser Question with an activity called “The Power
Line,” adapted from the work of Hannah Lein.
Designate one side of the room as YES and the other side of the room as NO. Invite students to
move to the point in the line where their answer lies. Maybe they’re in the middle, thinking
sometimes yes, sometimes not, so they’ll stand in the middle.
Encourage them to talk with the people around them as they line up to make sure they’re in
the right spot, the place on “The Power Line” that shows where they stand in this discussion.
Once they have placed themselves where they belong, ask them to explain why they are
where they are on the continuum between YES and NO.
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Honesty: Trustworthiness (continued)
GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands
(cognitive, aﬀective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection & Critical Thinking)
What makes a person trustworthy?
List various types of lying and their motives. (White lies, Exaggeration, Plagiarism,
help someone, etc.) Are some lies more “O.K.” than the others? Why?
HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings & Mindset)
What must it be like for the boy to hear his dad argue that “Everybody lies.”
What does the boy mean when he says: “But you’re the only one who makes me feel bad.”
If you were the father having this conversation, what would you say to your son or
daughter?
Have you ever told a lie to save someone you know from being hurt by the truth?
How might you handle things diﬀerently next time?
You have promised your parents you won't do drugs, but today your friend oﬀers you a
cigarette. What do you tell him or her?
Encourage students to connect with the clip in their
reflection journals.
Has anything like this ever happened to you?
How did you respond?
How might you handle things diﬀerently next time?
HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
What needs to happen to increase honesty at your school?
What role can you play?

Refer to page 10-11 for more activities:

“Oh, what a tangled web
we weave, when first we
practice to deceive!”
~Sir Walter Scott,

(world-renowned novelist & poet)
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Honesty
Rumors

Theme:
Young Jem Finch shares exaggerated rumors about Boo, a reclusive neighbor. Jem is backed
up with even more exaggerated stories told by Aunt Stephanie.
Clip 2 of 4 (2:09)
Rumors Of Boo
To Kill A Mockingbird
(PG)
Teaser Question:

ARE RUMORS OKAY IF
THEY'RE TRUE?

AN ICEBREAKER
EXPERIENCE A RUMOR:
(Go ahead, play the old Telephone Game)
See how quickly a rumor changes when it spreads. Form groups in circles. Whisper a phrase
to each group's leader and say "Pass it on."
Remember that a Telephone Game sentence should be fairly easy to misinterpret. Also, try to
use sentences with alliteration, like:
Two tiny toads ate fat flying flies.
The funny bunny hid the colored candy in the colored can.
The queen sat on her throne and ate thorny kumquats.
Many maids mop motels.
The winning group is the one whose phrase came closest to the original.
Discuss how fast gossip can spread and be misinterpreted.
What can you do to discourage rumors and gossip?
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Honesty:Rumors (continued)

GOING DEEPER:

Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands
(cognitive, aﬀective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection and Critical Thinking)
What is the diﬀerence between a rumor and the truth?
Pick a moment in history when a rumor may have been right (or wrong).
What was the result? What have you learned?
HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings, Mindfulness and Mindset)
Have you ever tried to stop a rumor? Did it work? Why? Why not?
What is your responsibility when you are confronted with a rumor?
What if a student in your school were a victim of a false rumor?
Put yourself in the shoes of this person.
How do you feel?
Would you be willing to stand with them?
How would you do it?
What if you make a mistake?
“A lie has speed but truth
Who could advise you?
What if the victim were a teacher you know?
What should you do?
What if you make a mistake?
Who could advise you?

has endurance.”
~Edgar J. Mohn (writer)

HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
Have students journal their reflections about how this clip connects to them in real life.
Encourage your students to design a campaign against gossip and rumors at your school.
What is the message? Who is the target audience? Try it out. What can be done to
improve it?
Refer to page 10-11 for more activities:
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Honesty
Facing the Truth

Theme:
Lost in the Arctic, Abbott asks Costello to give him a truthful estimate of their chance of
survival. When the answer is grim, Abbot tells Costello "It's okay to Lie".
Clip 3 of 4 (0:17)
Don’t Lie To Me
Abbott & Costello: Lost
In Alaska (G)
Teaser Question:

DOES IT EVER HELP TO
SHELTER SOMEONE
FROM THE TRUTH?

GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands
(cognitive, aﬀective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection and Critical Thinking)
Write the following on the board:
“What does being an honest person require of you?”
Have you ever been afraid to face the truth?
Break students into groups and ask them to make a list of qualities that define a brave
and honest person. Write these qualities on the board.
What do these qualities have in common?
Are there any rules or laws that require telling the truth? e.g. Taking an oath?
What is the price for breaking these rules/laws?
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Honesty:Facing the Truth (continued)
HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings, Mindfulness and Mindset)
Have you ever been afraid to face the truth?
Why?
Have you ever wanted someone to lie to you?
If they did lie, how did it turn out for you?
Your best friend is abused at home. She tells you not to
let anyone know or she will never be your friend again.

“We learned about honesty and
integrity – that the truth matters…
that you don’t take shortcuts or
play by your own set of rules…
and success doesn’t count unless
you earn it fair and square.”
~Michelle Obama

What is the best way to handle this?
Keep her secret?
Wait and see what happens?
Talk to an adult you trust?
If so, who would you tell and why?
HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
Compose a letter to the editor of your school or town
newspaper discussing what your class has learned
about honesty, trustworthiness, rumors, facing the
truth and integrity.
Be sure to give examples.

Refer to page 10-11 for more activities.

This institution (The University of
Virginia) will be based on the
illimitable freedom of the human
mind. For here we are not afraid
to follow the truth wherever it may
lead, nor to tolerate any error as
long as reason is left free to
combat it."
~Thomas Jeﬀerson,
Founder of the University of Virginia,
prominent writer of the Declaration
of Independence and third President
of the United States of America.
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Honesty
Integrity

Theme:
Jason Shepherd tries desperately to convince his parents and his teacher that he can’t
produce his homework because it was stolen from him on his way to school.
Clip 4 of 4 (0:31)
Lost Homework
Big Fat Liar (PG)
Teaser Question:

WHAT MAKES A
PERSON CREDIBLE?

GOING DEEPER:
Activities that engage the Head, Heart and Hands
(cognitive, aﬀective and behavioral)

HEAD: THINK IT THROUGH (Reflection and Critical Thinking)
What is going on in this scene?
What are the agendas of each of the characters?
What is at stake?
How can a person who has a history of lying regain the trust of others?
What is the moral of “Henny Penny?”
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Honesty:Integrity (continued)
HEART: EMBRACE IT (Feelings, Mindset)
Have you ever been caught lying and not known how to break the pattern?
Who could you talk to about this?
You witness a friend telling lies to his/her parents and teacher.
What can you do?
A friend who usually tells the truth tells you a story that
is so incredible it is hard to believe. Another friend,
who often lies, tells another version of the story that
seems more normal and credible.
Who do you believe?
Why?

“It is hard to believe that a man
is telling the truth when you
know that you would lie if you
were in his place.”
~ H.L. Mencken
(journalist, satirist, cultural
critic and scholar)

You witness a friend lying to his/her parents and teacher.
What can you do?
Have you ever known a person who was caught lying and didn't know how to
break the pattern:
Who could they talk to about this?
HANDS: DO IT (Take Action)
Is it possible to be friends with someone who is not trustworthy?
Jot down your thoughts in your reflection journal.
Reenact "The Boy (or Girl) Who Cried Wolf" in costume and another version that could
happen in your school (both with a student narrator).
Video this "double feature" and promote it with posters and video previews.
Play it on your school's digital system and invite your
local newspaper, radio and TV stations to review what
you have produced.

"The only way to make a man
trustworthy is to trust him."
~Henry Stimson,
United States Secretary
of War, 1940-45

Refer to page 10-11 for more activities
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Honesty: Activities
Activities that work equally well for all Honesty Film Clips
Activity 1: Keeping a Reflections Journal
As a homework assignment or an in-class activity, have your students write two
entries into their journals under the heading of “Honesty” answering the following questions:
Of all the examples of honesty demonstrated in the clips, which was your favorite? Why?
Write about a time in your life when it worked best for you to be honest.
Tell of a time when lying got you in trouble.
Activity 2: The “Truth” Game
Performance Objective: The learner will be able to express his/her own opinion on a topic
through written or oral expression.
Materials Needed: None.
Teacher’s Instructions: Ask the students to think of three “facts” to tell about themselves, two
of which are true and one of which is false.
Move students into triads to complete their game. Without telling anyone which “fact” about
them is true, each student states each of the “facts” to the other members of the group. The
other two members of the group guess which item is false.
Play proceeds until each member of the triad has shared his/her three statements and the real
truths have been revealed.
Lead a whole group discussion regarding how it felt to tell a lie and how it felt to be deceived.
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(Continued)

Activity 3: “Is it ever okay to lie?”
Performance Objective: The learner will be able to express his/her own opinion on a topic
through written or oral expression.
Materials Needed: Paper, pencil.
Teachers Instructions: Divide the students into groups of three to discuss the pros and cons
of always telling the truth.
Instruct the groups to come up with situations in which they feel it is best not to tell the truth.
After about ﬁve minutes, write down the ideas of the groups on the board.
Pick one situation and assign half of the triads to defend lying in that situation while the other
half of the triads come up with ideas against lying in that situation.
After a short time, lead the whole class in a discussion of these arguments?
Activity 4: Role Play
Performance Objective: The learner will be able to express his/her own opinion on a topic
through written or oral expression.
Materials Needed: Paper, pencil, props for skits.
Teachers Instructions: Divide the class into groups of ﬁve students.
Instruct the groups to come up with a situation where “honesty is the best policy,” and
develop a short role-play or “skit” to demonstrate honesty.
Each group presents their skit to the whole class.
After all the role-plays have been performed, lead a whole class discussion on the ideas
contained in the skits regarding honesty.
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Film Information
Clip 1 - Liar Liar This 1997 film fromMCA/Universal Pictures is directed by TomShadyac and
written by Paul Guay, and Stephen Mazur. It is produced by Brian Grazer and stars Jim Carrey,
Justin Cooper, and Maura Tierney.
Clip 2 - To Kill a Mockingbird This 1962 classic fromUniversal International Pictures is
directed by Robert Mulligan and written by Harper Lee (novel) and Horton Foote (screenplay)
starring Gregory Peck, Mary Badham, Phillip Alford and Robert Duvall, Alan J. Pakula, Harper
Lee. Robert Mulligan and Gregory Peck produced it.
Clip 3 - Abbot & Costello: Lost In Alaska This 1962 classic from Universal International
Pictures is directed by Jean Yarbrough, written by Elwood Ulman (story) and Martin A.
Ragaway & Leonard Stern (screenplay, produced by Howard Christie and stars Bud Abbott
and Lou Costello.
Clip 4 - Big Fat Liar This 2002 filmfromUniversal Pictures is directed by Shawn Levy and
written by Dan Schneider and Brian Robbins. It is produced by Marie Cantin, Michael
Goldman, Brian Robbins, and Michael Tollin and stars Paul Giamatti, Frankie Muniz, Amanda
Bynes, Michael Bryan French, and Christine Tucci.
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