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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
The Coastal Church Connect Course is designed to help you become a fully-devoted follower of 
Jesus Christ. From the initial decision to find out more about the vision of Coastal Church, to a 
fulfilling leadership role on our team, we will provide you with a path to experience growth and 
fulfillment. 
 
The Connect Course is comprised of four specifically designed monthly events listed below.  
Each event helps you take a step towards God’s plan of fulfillment for your life. Ultimately, our 
goal is to help you connect with a group of people where your life can touch the lives of others.   
 
 
FOLLOW 101 (First Sunday of every month) 

Become better acquainted with the story, vision and values of Coastal Church.  
Understand the importance of following Jesus and being water baptized.  

 
CONNECT 201 (Second Sunday of every month) 

Explore the essential habits and beliefs that produce a more meaningful relationship with 
Christ. Come to connect with others in a small group and have the opportunity to 
become a church member. 

 
DISCOVER 301 (Third Sunday of every month) 

Discover and understand how your God-given design (personal and spiritual makeup) 
reveals a path to your purpose. We believe God created every person with a specific 
plan for their life.  

 
SERVE 401 (Fourth Sunday of every month) 

Find out more about the community, growth, and fulfillment that comes from being on the 
HNL Team. 

  



  



INTRODUCTION 
 
OUR HOPE FOR YOU 
Today at FOLLOW 101, our hope is to give you a basic introduction to our church family. Since 
we have members from different cultural and religious backgrounds, this class is designed to 
clearly explain who we are and what we believe. We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more 
about Coastal Church!  
 
OUR STORY 
 
In 1994 Pastors Dave and Cheryl Koop dreamed of planting a church with a simple goal – to 
helping urban people connect with God so that they might enjoy the abundant life of Jesus 
Christ and reach their full potential. With the help of a core group committed to seeing this 
dream become a reality, Coastal Church began Sunday services on September 11, 1994. That 
Sunday 40 people attended our first service at the Landmark Hotel on Robson Street in the 
West End of Vancouver.  
 
From the beginning, Coastal Church focused on reaching out to the non-churched community 
by building relationships through small groups and the Alpha course. Different methods were 
used to reach out to our community, but it was soon discovered that people in the heart of the 
city were longing for authentic relationships where they could grow in their faith. These small 
groups, along with relevant life-giving messages brought steady growth to Coastal Church in 
one of the most “unchurched” areas of Canada.  
 
Today thousands of people attend the weekend services of Coastal Church in four different 
campuses and meet weekly in life groups through out Vancouver and the surrounding area. 
Everyone weekend people from all walks of life and from more than 75 different nationalities 
gather to do life and grow in God. We invite you to see for yourself how exciting church can be 
when the focus is simple and people are free to go after God with passion! 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART ONE: 
 
 
OUR PURPOSE 
 

“Let there be real harmony among you so there won’t 
be any splits in the church. I plead with you to be of 
one mind, united in thought and purpose.” 
1 Corinthians 1:10 (LB)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



OUR VISION STATEMENT: WHAT WE ASPIRE TO BE. 
 
Coastal Church HELPS make the city a better place.  

 

COASTAL CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT: WHAT WE WILL DO. 

- Honour God, our families, the church and our neighbor. 

- Embrace our city with the Gospel through small groups and weekend services at 

multiple sites. 

- Listen to God and others before acting. 

- Pray for one another, our church, our leaders and our city. 

- Serve in our homes, our church and our city. 

 

THE HOW: 
Coastal Church equips urban people through inspiring practical teaching, so they 
can enjoy the abundant life in Christ Jesus, as given by God the Father, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
He was amazed at their lack of faith. Then Jesus went around teaching from village to 
village. – Mark 6:6 
 
31 Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain 
faithful to my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” – 
John 8:31,32 

 
 

WHY OUR CHURCH MUST NEVER STOP REACHING PEOPLE IN OUR CITY. 

1. Because God loves people.  

The Lord ... is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, but wants everyone to come to 

repentance. - 2 Peter 3:9  

2. Because God commands us to reach out.  

Go out into the country ... and urge anyone you find to come in, so that My House will be 

full. - Luke 14:23  

3. Because growth is God’s will  

Under Christ’s control, the whole Body is nourished ... and grows as God wants it to 

grow. - Colossians 2:19 

 
  



DISCUSSION: 
 
Get into groups of four and share how 
you discovered Coastal Church and 
how long you have been attending. 

 
 
GOD’S PROMISES FOR MY LIFE 

 
The God of the universe has made you some big promises. He made them first in the Old 
Testament: 

 
"Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the yoke 
of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and I 
will be your God. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out from 
under the yoke of the Egyptians.”  Exodus 6:6-7 (NIV) 
 
These promises remain at the core of His heart and have never changed. They are the 
key to your fulfillment and his plans for you.  
 

n "I will bring you out.” OUR REPONSE IS TO FOLLOW GOD.   

n “I will free you from being slaves.” OUR RESPONSE IS TO CONNECT WITH 
OTHERS TO BE RENEWED AND WALK IN FREEDOM.    

n "I will redeem you.” OUR RESPONSE IS TO DISCOVER OUR PURPOSE.   

n "I will take you as my own people." OUR RESPONSE IS TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE BY SERVING OTHERS. 

 
At Coastal Church, we organize ourselves around these four promises: 

 
 

I. FOLLOW AND KNOW GOD 
 

A. Through    _________weekend services_________ 
 

We consider reaching people one of our greatest responsibilities. Our weekend 
services serve people at all stages in their spiritual journey but are geared toward 
making the “unchurched” feel welcomed and giving them an opportunity to follow 
Jesus. 

 
 

  



Our Weekend Services focus on four values: 
 

1. _________________celebration__________________ 
 
“I was glad when they said to me, let us go into the house of the Lord.’”  Psalm 122:1 
(NKJV) 
 
“True worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks.” John 4:23-24 
 
 
2. __________________inspiration__________________ 
 
“But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in…he will be 
convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the secrets of his heart 
will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, ‘God is really among 
you!’”  1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (NIV 1984) 

 
3. __________________preparation_________________ 
 
“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 
and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so 
that the body of Christ may be built up.”  Ephesians 4:11-12 (NIV 1984) 

 
4. __________________salvation___________________ 
 
“Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. But who can ask them to save 
them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never 
heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?”   
Romans 10:13-14 (LB)  

 
 

B. Outreach beyond our weekend services. (Points of passion that are local, 
national, and international) 

 
Jesus gave His Church a mandate to reach the world around them in three areas: 
 
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 

 
1. “In Jerusalem” – Our city. 
 
“Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the Father, is this: Reach out to 
the homeless and loveless in their plight.”  James 1:27 (Message) 
 



The primary way we reach our city is through partnering with other organizations such as 
Alpha, Union Gospel Mission, Wholeway House and others. 
 
2. “In Judea and Samaria” - Our nation. 
  
“Whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with him so that he will let me tell 
him about Christ and let Christ save him.”  1 Corinthians 9:22 (LB)  

 
The primary way we reach our nation is through partnering with organizations such as 
Alpha, The Billy Graham Association and others. 
 
 
3. “To the ends of the Earth” - Our world. 
  
“Jesus said to His followers, ‘Go everywhere in the world, and tell the Good News to 
everyone.’”  Mark 16:15 (NCV) 
 
Coastal Church strategically invests a portion of its resources in missions works 
all around the world with a focus on Alpha, orphanages, and church planting. 
 

 

“WHAT CAN I DO?” 
 
1. _________pray________ 

 
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’”   
Matthew 9:37-38 
 

2. _________go________ 
 
Go then and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 
 
COASTAL’S METHOD TO SHARING OUR FAITH  

We see a clear method to model to others in sharing our faith taught by Jesus in 

Luke 10:1-9. Here He gave us a plan:  

- We get to know people in their homes where we are welcomed.  

- We eat and drink with them, getting to know them and win their respect.  

- We pray and care for their needs, whether it is physical, social, relational or 

financial. We do this after we have listened to them and built a trust relationship 

that allows us to minister to their need.  



- When they ask where we get our hope from, we tell them our story of 

experiencing Christ’s love and invite them to a small group or a church service. 

This is the last thing in the order of events. People will not trust “our Jesus” if they 

don’t trust us.  

 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Get into groups of four and share who 
you remember first telling you the 
Gospel story. 
 

3. _____________give____________ 
 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV’84) 

 
 

II.  CONNECT – __________Lifegroups___________ 
 

Real life change happens in the context of relationships – small groups. In the Bible, 
they worshipped in the temple but it was in the homes that they connected with each 
other to grow in the freedom Christ has given. 

 
“You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have 
taught you publicly and from house to house.”  Acts 20:20 
 
 
LIFE GROUPS PROVIDE THREE THINGS: 
 
1.  A place to  __________connect___________. 

 
“…yes, whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with him so he will let me 
tell him about Christ and let Christ save him.”  1 Corinthians 9:22 (LB) 

 
2. A place to ____________protect___________. 

 
“We know what real love is because Christ gave up His life for us. And so we also ought 
to give up our lives for our Christian brothers and sisters.”  1 John 3:16 (NLT) 

 
3.  A place to __________grow____________. 

 
“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”  Proverbs 27:17 



HOW LIFE GROUPS WORK 
 
Our life groups meet once a week in places all around our city and provide a place for you 
to connect, grow, and discuss the issues and challenges of life. Regardless of your age, 
interest, or location, we are sure there is a group out there for you. These small groups are 
also where we pray, care for one another, and are missed if we don’t show up! If you would 
like to join a group, simply visit our website and check out the online directory of groups or 
fill out a connect card in the service and leave visit Guest Services at your campus. We 
would love for you to get connected. 
 
There are three things you should know about life groups: 
 
1.  They are diverse. 
 

Our groups are as varied as we are; group leaders use their gifts and passions to create 
a group that allows others to join with them in serving God. Whatever the age, interest, 
or location there is a group that is just right for you. 

 
2.  They are about doing life together. 
 

Life Groups are about laughter, sharing, praying, singing, caring and crying together. It is 
a community of believers facilitated by a leader in a host home where we learn from one 
another and grow together.  

 
3. You can host a group. 
 

We believe that everyone has areas of strength and gifting that could benefit others. The 
first step in becoming a small group leader is to attend the Life Group Leader Training. 
These classes are offered throughout the year to give you an overview of what it takes to 
start a group. You’ll discover that it’s easier than you think. 
 
 

III.  DISCOVER – _____________Connect Course_____________ 
 

The Coastal Church Connect Course offers the information and experiences necessary 
to help you discover and develop your redemptive purpose. It is designed to lead you 
through a step-by-step process of growth and leadership. God’s ultimate goal for your 
life is to make an eternal difference in the life of another person. You have completed the 
Connect Course when you join the HNL Team. 

 
“Let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity.”   
Hebrews 6:1 (NIV 1984) 

 
 
IV.  SERVE –   __________HNL Team__________ 

 
All of us were created by God to make a difference in the life of another person. God 



has a place for you where your unique abilities and passions can touch the lives of 
others. We believe that your life will never make sense until you find, develop, and 
fulfill that purpose. 
 
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10 
 
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete 
the task the Lord Jesus has given me.”  Acts 20:24 (NIV 1984) 
 
“Now God gives us many kinds of special abilities…and there are different kinds of service 
to God (ministry)…All of you together are the one Body of Christ and each of you is a 
separate and necessary part of it.”  1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 27 (LB) 
 
 
 
 
AT COASTAL CHURCH: 
 
Every member is a _________minister_________. 
 
Every task is  ___________important____________. 
 
Every member is a “10” in  _______some area________. 
 
 



 

FOUR THINGS
WE DO AT 
COASTAL

CONNECT
COURSE

OUTCOME

CONNECT
COURSE:

Action steps

Weekend
Services

101
FOLLOW

Know God

• Follow Jesus

• Be Baptized

• Write Your
   Testimony

• Connect to
   the Church

• Join a Life 
   Group/Alpha

• Discover 
Your Gifts

    (personal & spiritual)
by completing

questionare

• Join and serve
on a HNL Team

Find Freedom Discover your
purpose & place

Make a 
Difference

201 
CONNECT

301
DISCOVER

401
SERVE

Life Groups Connect 
Course

HNL Team

CONNECT
How we connect to God and one another



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART TWO: 
 
 
OUR STRUCTURE 
 

“For God is not a God of disorder; but of peace... 
Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.” 
1 Corinthians 14:33, 40 
 

 



COASTAL CHURCH GOVERNMENT 
 
Believers who invest their hearts, time, families, and finances in the building of a local church 
deserve to have confidence in church leadership. People are looking for leaders who conduct 
themselves with integrity and respect when making decisions that affect their lives.  
 
Our church government is made up of three groups of Elders: 
 
 

1. GUIDED BY ___________PASTORS___________. 
 

The Pastoral staff team is led by the Senior Pastor. This team oversees the day-to-day 
ministry and operations of the church. These staff pastors serve the congregation and 
are responsible for the development of the spiritual life of the church. The Senior Pastor 
Leadership Team members serve as Staff Elders. 

 
 
2.  PROTECTED BY ________BOARD OF DIRECTORS_________. 
 

The Board of Directors are members of the congregation who from the legal 
membership of Coastal Church. They respond to CRA (Canada Revenue Agency), 
oversee the finances and direct the provision of the facilities needed by the church. They 
provide counsel to the Senior Pastor regarding the major financial commitments of the 
church. At Coastal Church we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s Body, the 
church, as God commands. We recognize that giving 10% of our income is the Biblical 
standard of giving. 

 
 
3.  STRENGTHENED BY ____________BOARD OF ADVISORS___________. 
 

The Board of Advisors are four pastors of respected congregations and ministries who 
love Coastal Church and its pastor and are willing to provide spiritual protection to the 
church. They may be called in to help in accountability matters relating to the Senior 
Pastor if requested to do so by the Board of Directors. The Board of Advisors serve as 
overseers or Apostolic Elders to the church. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART THREE: 
 
 
OUR HOPE FOR YOU 
 

“We hope that your faith will grow and that the 
boundaries of our work among you will be 
extended.”  



THE NEXT STEPS 
 

1. ACCEPT THE GIFT OF SALVATION THROUGH JESUS CHRIST 

Most people live their entire lives without ever knowing the reason “WHY?”. They exist year 

after year with no idea of why they live, or what God’s purpose is for their lives. The most basic 

question a person can ask is, “What is the meaning of life?” 

Everyone wants to be happy and try many ways to achieve this.  Some look for happiness by 

acquiring possessions, pleasure, or power.  But real happiness comes from understanding my 

purpose.  

 

A. WHY I AM HERE 

1. God made me to love me! See yourself as God sees you! 

Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be His through our 

union with Christ ... because of His love. God had already decided that through 

Jesus Christ He would make us His children — this was God’s pleasure and 

purpose. - Ephesians 1:4-5 (GN) 

 
2. When we know and love God, and live in harmony with His purpose for our 

lives, it produces tremendous benefits in our lives.  

     Clear Conscience Romans 8:1  

     Life and Peace Romans 8:6  

     Healing Psalms 103:1-6  

     Purpose Romans 8:28  

     Confidence Romans 8:31  

     Security Romans 8:31  

     Strength Philippians 4:13  

     Fulfillment Philippians 4:19  

     Freedom John 8:32, 36  

  



B. WHAT GOD WANTS ME TO DO 

1. Admit that God has not been first place in your life and ask Him to forgive your 

sins. 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and cleanse 

us from every wrong. - 1 John 1:9  

 

2. Believe that Jesus died to pay for your sins and that He rose again on Easter, 

and is alive today. 

If you confess that Jesus is your Lord, and you believe in your heart that God raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved. - Romans 10:9 

 

3. Accept God’s free gift of salvation. Don’t try to earn it. 

For it is by grace you are saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast. - Ephesians 2:8-9, 6:23 

 
4. Invite Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the director (Lord) of your life. 

Jesus says, ‘Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 

opens the door, I will come in’ - Revelations 3:20 

 

 

C. YOU CAN TAKE THESE STEPS BY PRAYING  

Dear Jesus, thank you for making me and loving me, even when I’ve ignored you and 

gone my own way. I realize I need you in my life and I’m sorry for my sins. I ask you to 

forgive me. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. Please help me to understand it 

more. As much as I know how, I want to follow you from now on. Please come into my 

life and make me a new person inside. I accept your gift of salvation. Please help me to 

grow now as a Christian. Amen. 

 

Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. - Romans 10:13 

 

  



2. BE WATER BAPTIZED 

1. BAPTISM  

a. In baptism we follow the example set by Christ. 

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth and was baptized by John in the river. - 

Mark 1:9 

b. We are baptized because Christ commands it. 

Jesus said, ‘Go then, to all people everywhere and make them my disciples, 

baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and then 

teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.’ - Matthew 28:19-20 

c. Baptism demonstrates that we really are believer and receiver. 

... many of the people who heard Him believed and were baptized. - Acts 18:8 

We know that we have come to know Him, if we obey His commands. - 1 John 

2:3 

d. Baptism illustrates my new life as a Christian. 

When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. 

The old life has passed away and a new life has begun! - 2 Corinthians 5:17 

e. We baptize by immersion because Jesus was baptized that way. The Greek 

word baptizo means, “to immerse or dip under water” and is a powerful symbol of 

the burial and resurrection. 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. - Matthew 3:16 

f. We baptized by immersion since there is a historical Christian precedent.  

Martin Luther: “I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely 

immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies.”  

John Calvin: “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion 

was the practice of the ancient church.”  

John Wesley: “Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to 

the custom of the first church.” 

 

 

 

  



3. PARTICIPATE IN THE LORD’S SUPPER OR COMMUNION 
 

a. Jesus never asked His disciples to remember His birth. But He did instruct them 

to remember His death and resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols 

(called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death. These two ordinances are: 

Baptism and The Lord’s Supper. The Lord’s Supper is an object lesson that 

represents a great spiritual truth for believers.  

b. It is a simple act that reminds us that there is no wall between us and God. 

The Lord Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread ... and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; eat it in 

remembrance of me.’ - I Corinthians 11:23,24  

c. It is a symbol or an icon that represents a great promise full of benefits waiting to 

be explored.  

In the same way, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood; drink it to remember me.’ - I Corinthians 11:25  

d. It is a statement of faith.  

For whenever you eat the bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes back. - I Corinthians 11:26 


