Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL
VERSION ®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by International Bible Society. Used by
permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. Portions of this outline are used by permission of
Coastal Church.

OUR HOPE FOR YOU
Today at CONNECT 201, our hope is to help you learn and put into practice what we
believe are four essential habits of ever follower of Jesus. It is through these habits that we
develop a deep relationship with Christ.
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted
and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness.” Colossians 2:6-7

HABIT ONE: BIBLE STUDY & PRAYER
“The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to teach us what is
true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives; it straightens us out and helps us do
what is right. It is God’s way of making us well prepared at every point, fully equipped to do
good to everyone.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17
A vibrant relationship with God is sustained through Bible study and prayer.

HOW DO I GET MORE FROM MY BIBLE?
1. Accept its authority.
We believe that the Holy Bible, and only the Bible, is the authoritative Word of God. It
alone is the final authority in determining all doctrinal truths. In its original writing, it is
inspired, infallible and inerrant.
•

Receive

God’s Word with an open heart.

“The earth is filled with your love, Lord; teach me your decrees.” Psalm 119:64
•

Respond

to God’s word with obedience.

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”
James 1:22
2. I must
•

Hearing

absorb

its truths.
God’s Word.

“Faith comes by hearing the word of God.” Romans 10:17
He went on to say, “Pay attention to what you’re listening to! Knowledge will be
measured out to you by the measure of attention you give. This is the way knowledge
increases.” Mark 4:24
Four ways people listen to God’s word:

•

1) With a closed mind. Mark 4:15
2) With a cloudy mind. Mark 4:16,17
3) With a cluttered mind. Mark 4:18,19
4) With a committed mind. Mark 4:20
Studying
God’s Word.

“They accepted the message eagerly and studied the Scriptures every day.”
Acts 17:11
•

Memorizing

God’s Word.

“Guard my words as your most precious possession. Write them down, and also
keep them deep within your heart.” Proverbs 7:2-3
•

Meditating

on God’s Word.

“(Those) who are always meditating on His Laws ... are like trees along a river bank
bearing fruit ... they never wither and whatever they do prospers.” Psalm 1:2-3
3. I must

apply

its principles.

“Once you know these things you will be blessed if you do them.” John 13:17
•
•
•

Gather one truth from your reading to reflect on.
Read God’s word systematically or follow a pattern given in a devotional
book.
Record what you learn in a journal or share it with someone.

TALKING WITH GOD - PRAYING
“Always be joyful. Never stop praying.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17
Jesus exemplified a personal relationship with God through prayer that gave Him great
strength. Every person who has ever been effective in service for God has developed this
habit. The only way to be a healthy Christian is to spend time with God daily through prayer.
1. In my daily prayer time, I am:
•

Giving

devotion to God.

“(Hezekiah) was successful, because everything he did ... he did in a spirit of
complete devotion to his God.” 2 Chronicles 31:21
•

Getting

direction from God.

“Show me the path where I should go, O Lord; point out the right road for me to walk.
Lead me.” Psalm 25:4-5
•

Growing

in my relationship with God.

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know
that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make
you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself
may be in them.” John 17:25-26
2. Use the model Jesus gave us.
“One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When He finished, one of his disciples
said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’” Luke 11:1
This, then, is how you should pray:
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.” Matthew
6:9-13
1. Connect with God

relationally

“Our Father in heaven”
2. Honor His

name

.

.

“Hallowed be your name”
3. Pray His

agenda

first.

“Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”
4. Depend on Him for

everything

.

“Give us today our daily bread”
5. Keep your

heart right

with God and people.

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors”
6. Take your stand

against the enemy.

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”
7. Have faith

in God’s ability.

“For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.”

Discussion:
How do you do your devotions? What is your favorite time of day? Where do you go?
Do you use a devotional book? Do you read the Bible using an app?

HABIT TWO: FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us encourage
one another.” Hebrews 10:25
God never intended for us to go through life alone. Throughout the Bible, we see the
importance of being in community. In fact, authentic life-change happens in the context of
relationships.
At Coastal Church, we believe our church must grow LARGER and SMALLER at the same time.
“(They met) day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house.” Acts 5:42
How can our church grow larger yet maintain close relationships?
Every member needs to be a part of a

Life Group

.

WHY ARE LIFE GROUPS IMPORTANT?
Life Groups provide opportunities for:
1.

Discuss the Bible

.

I need people to strengthen and balance the Word of God in my life.
2.

Friendship

.

I need people who really know me.
3.

Prayer

.

I need people to pray for me personally.
4.

Support

.

I need people who will care for me and protect me.
5.

Engage

.

I need people with whom I can share my story.
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you
should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my
disciples." John 13:34-35

HABIT THREE: LIVING A SPIRIT-LED LIFE
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.” 2 Corinthians 13:14
Having close relationships with other people is only part of God’s plan for our lives. He desires
to be our most intimate friend.
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?
The Hebrew word for spirit is Ruwach – spirit, a wind, breath of the mouth, blast of air
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. Genesis 1:2
The Greek word for spirit is Pneuma – spirit, a current of air, blast of breath, a strong breeze.
“The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are
spirit and they are life.” John 6:63
1. The Holy Spirit is a person

.

“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you
forever.” John 14:16
2. The Third Person in the

Trinity

.

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” John 14:26

THE HOLY SPIRIT’S ROLE IN OUR LIVES
“Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for
what the Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the
remotest part of the earth.”” Acts 1:4-8

1. The Holy Spirit is our helper and He will:
•

Comfort us.
“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you forever.” John 14:16

•

Convict us.
“But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You
going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.
“But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away,
the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He
comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” John
16:5-8

•

Empower us.
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit… Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given
through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by
means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of
healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of
one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.” 1
Corinthians 12:4-11

•

Guide us.
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for
He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He
will tell you things to come. John 16:13

•

Develop us.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” Galatians 5:22-23
… if through the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature,
you will live. Romans 8:13

HOW DO I LIVE A SPIRIT-LED LIFE?
1. Remove all

barriers

.

“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” Acts
2:38
2. Request the gift of the Holy Spirit

.

“Now suppose one of your fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a
snake instead of a fish, will he? Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a
scorpion, will he? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”
Luke 11:11-13
3. Relate to Him daily

.

“The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the extravagant love of God, the
intimate friendship of the Holy Spirit, be with all of you.” 2 Corinthians 13:14 (Message)

HABIT FOUR: GIVING OF OURSELVES
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
The Gospel is the ultimate demonstration of God’s generous nature towards mankind. The
Bible consistently teaches that God blesses us so that we may bless others.
AREAS OF GIVING
1.

Give of our time

.

“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of
your time, because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16
2. Give of our

treasure

.

“If your gift is… giving, give generously.” Romans 12:8
And God is able to make all grace [every favor and earthly blessing] come in abundance
to you, so that you may always [under all circumstances, regardless of the need] have
complete sufficiency in everything [being completely self-sufficient in Him], and have an
abundance for every good work and act of charity. 2 Corinthians 9:8

Discussion question: Describe a person who has impacted your life with their
generosity. What did they give to you?

BENEFITS OF GIVING
1. Giving draws us

closer

to God.

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21
2. Giving is the remedy to

materialism

.

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to be generous and willing to share. In
this way they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” 1 Timothy 6:17-19

3. Giving strengthens our

faith

.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding… Honor
the Lord by giving him the first part of your income, and he will fill your barns to
overflowing.” Proverbs 3:5, 9-10
4. Giving is an investment in eternity

.

“Give happily to those in need, and always be ready to share whatever God has given
you. By doing this, you will be storing up real treasure for yourselves in heaven - it is the
only safe investment for eternity!” 1 Timothy 6:18-19
BIBLICAL GENEROSITY IS:
1.

Willing

.

“Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion.” 2 Corinthians 9:7a
2.

Cheerful

.

“...for God loves a cheerful giver!” 2 Corinthians 9:7b
3.

Sacrificial

.

“They gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their
own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service.” 2
Corinthians 8:3-4
4.

Expectant

.

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; and whoever sows
generously also will reap generously.” 2 Corinthians 9:6

THE NEXT STEPS
1. Become a member of Coastal Church.
2. Join a Life Group or attend the Alpha course. (The Alpha course is a 10-week introduction
course to Christianity where you explore the questions of life with others who are on a
journey of faith. It is also a great place to invite friends to who are searching in their life for
spiritual meaning.)
3. Complete the Connect Course.
COASTAL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP COVENANT
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and being in agreement with the values and
ideas presented in the Church 101 and 201 class, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with
the Coastal Church family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do
the following:
1. I will protect the unity of my church:
• By acting in love toward other members.
“So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony, and on the growth of our
fellowship together.” Romans 14:19
• By refusing to gossip.
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their needs.” Ephesians 4:29
• By following the leaders.
“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who
must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that
would be of no advantage to you.” Hebrews 13:17

2. I will share the responsibility of my church:
• By praying for its growth.
“To the church...we always thank God for all of you and continually mention you in our
prayers.” 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2
• By inviting the unchurched to attend.
“Go out into the country…and urge anyone you find to come in, so that the house will be
full.” Luke 14:23
• By warmly welcoming those who visit.
“So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has warmly welcomed
you; then God will be glorified.” Romans 15:7

3. I will serve the ministry of my church:
• By discovering my gifts and talents.
“Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of you.” 1 Peter 4:10
• By being equipped to serve by my pastors.
“God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of
ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” Ephesians 4:11-12
• By developing a servant’s heart.
“Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of
others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus...by taking on the very
nature of a servant.” Philippians 2:4-5,7

4. I will support the testimony of my church:
• By attending church and small groups faithfully.
“Let us not give up meeting together...but let us encourage one another.” Hebrews
10:25
• By living a godly life.
“But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is worthy of the Gospel of
Christ.” Philippians 1:27
• By giving regularly.
“Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside a specific sum of
money in proportion to what you have earned and use it for the offering.” 1 Corinthians
16:2

APPENDIX 1
STATEMENT OF FAITH
Our statement of faith, the very foundation upon which Coastal Church is built. As a full-gospel
ministry we preach and teach the following principles:
1. We believe in the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 43:10-11; Matthew 28:19; Luke 3:22

2. We believe the Old and New Testament are God’s divinely inspired words.
Hebrews 4:12; I Peter 1:23-25; II Peter 1:20-21; II Timothy 3:15-17; I Thessalonians 2:13

3. We believe all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and are in need of salvation.
Genesis 1:26-31,3:1-7; Ecclesiastes 7:29; Psalm 51:5; John 6:44; Romans 5:12-21; I Corinthians 2:14

4. We believe salvation has been provided through Jesus Christ for all people.
Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:31,35; John 3:16; I Corinthians 15:3; II Corinthians 5:21

5. We believe that by confessing their sins to God, every believer will be forgiven and cleansed
from all unrighteousness.
I John 1:9

6. We believe it is the will of God that every believer be filled with the Holy Spirit and to have
the power to be a witness. This includes the opportunity for all to speak with new tongues
Joel 2:28; Acts 2:4, 8:14-19

7. We believe healing is provided in the redemption work of Christ and is available to every
believer.
Exodus 15:26; Psalm 107:20; James 5:14-15; Acts 10:38; I Peter 2:24

8. We believe every believer is to grow up in the Lord through study of the Word, prayer, and
renewing of the mind.
Romans 12:1-2; II Corinthians 10:4-5

9. We believe that there shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust.
Matthew 24:31-46; Acts 24:15; Revelation 22:11

10. We believe in the personal, visible, imminent return of Jesus Christ.
Acts 1:11; I Thessalonians 4:13-18

11. We believe in water baptism, and the observance of the Lord’s supper.
Mark 16:16; I Corinthians 11:23-29

12. We believe that all mankind is subject to the death of the body as a result of original sin. The
soul and spirit do not die, but immediately after death enter into a conscious state of joy or
misery depending on if they have accepted or rejected the redemption for their sins which
God has provided for us through Jesus Christ.
Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke 8:55, 23:43; Romans 5:12; II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23

APPENDIX 2
STATEMENT OF NEIGHBOURING
We believe the Bible instructs us to love our neighbor as ourself and love mercy. We believe
that God is the giver of all good gifts, including the gifts of self, others and the community we
share.
Micah 6:8, Luke 10:25-37, James 2:8-13

STATEMENT OF FAMILY
We believe in both singleness and marriage as biblical lifestyles. We believe that scripture
teaches that marriage is between a man and a woman, and that the Christian is called to a life
of purity both in thought and action.
Mark 10:6-9

APPENDIX 3
QUESTIONS ABOUT TITHING
What is tithing?
“Tithe” means “a tenth part.”
What is the difference between a tithe and an offering?
A “tithe” is giving the first tenth of my income.
An “offering” is anything I give in addition to my tithe.
Why should I tithe?
Because God commands it.
“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord’s.” Leviticus 27:30
Because Jesus commended it.
“Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn’t leave the more important things undone either.”
Matthew 23:23
Tithing demonstrates that God has first place in my life.
“The purpose of tithing is to teach you to always put God in first place in your lives.”
Deuteronomy 14:23
Tithing reminds me that everything I have was given to me by God.
“Always remember that it is the Lord your God who gives you the ability to produce wealth.”
Deuteronomy 8:18
Tithing expresses my love to the Lord.
“Each of you should bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.”
Deuteronomy 16:17
Tithing gives God a chance to prove He exists and wants to bless you.
“Bring your whole tithe to My storehouse. Test me in this,” says the Lord, “and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you won’t have room
enough for it!” Malachi 3:10
What should I tithe?
The tithe should come from the first part of what I earn.
“Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income.” Proverbs 3:9-10
Where should I give my Tithe?
The tithe should be given where I worship.
“Bring your whole tithe to My Storehouse (Temple).” Malachi 3:10
When should I Tithe?
The tithe should be given weekly.
“On the first day of every week, set aside some of what you have earned and give it as an
offering. The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn.” 1 Corinthians 16:2

MEMBERSHIP COMMITMENT

§

I, __________________________________________ (please print full name)
have read and agree with Coastal Church’s Core Values (found on our website)
and the H.E.L.P.S. mission statement.

§

I have read and agree with Coastal Church’s ‘Statement of Faith’ and
‘Statement of Family’ as found in the Connect Course material.

§

I understand that my membership does not include voting responsibilities but
rather commitment responsibilities as outlined in the Connect Course material.

§

I am prayerfully committed to Coastal Church as my local church, serving under
the pastors that God has in place.

Signed,

__________________________________________
_________________________________________ (date)

