
July 2003 
Newsletter 

 
 

Pre

Colorado 
Chapter ICC 
 
On the web at: 
coloradochaptericc.org 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 
President 
THOMAS MEYERS 
City & County of 
Broomfield 
 
1st Vice President 
DAVE HORRAS 
City of Westminster 
 
2nd Vice President 
ROB RAGULSKY 
 
Secretary 
BARBARA KUETTEL 
City of Englewood 
 
Treasurer 
J. D. POTTER 
Pueblo Regional 
 
 

DIRECTORS 
 
PATRICK BUCKLEY 
Town of Berthoud 
 
STEVE BYER 
Arapahoe County 
 
STEPHEN KANIPE 
City of Aspen 
 
BOB KOHRMANN 
Town of Eagle 
 
JIM WRAY 
Town of Winter Park 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
JIM THELEN 
 

 

Ed
Colorado Chapter, Inc. of the 
International Code Council 
sident’s Message  Tom Meyers 

  

 

 

Post Office Box 961, Arvada Colorado 80001 

itor’s Message  Tom Meyers 

 

 

 
This has been an incredibly
busy couple of months for 
the Chapter.  
 
On May 31st, about 35 
people gave up their 
Saturday to help build a 
cabin for the Columbine 
Council of the Girl Scouts 
in the San Isabel forest 
south of Pueblo.  We had a 
great time and finished the 
building in record time.  
See pages 3 and 4 for lots 
of pictures and details. 
 
Denver now has a new 
Mayor thanks in part to 
some behind-the-scenes
activities by members of 
the Chapter.  John 
Hickenlooper has 
publicly stated his 
support for the I-Codes 
and their adoption in 
Denver.  Thanks to all of 
you who helped make 
this campaign a 
success! 
 
On June 26th, the Board 
met and worked on the 
budget for the next fiscal
year.  That evening, 
members were treated to
a BBQ in the beautiful 
surroundings of Avon.  
The next morning, Carol 
Gill-Mulson of the Eagle 
River Fire Protection 
District put together an 
incredibly interesting 
program on alternates.  
Thanks to Carol for her 
hard work and 
enthusiasm! 
 
I am looking forward to 
seeing you all at the 
Multi-State meeting in 
August.  TGM 
 

First, I would like to thank 
everyone who has helped 
contribute to the newsletter 
during the past 6 months 
that I have been editor.  I 
have made it my goal to try 
to provide content and 
quality equal to that in the 
editions published by Mike 
Stensland in the mid 
1990’s.  That was a hard 
act to follow. 
 I want to extend special 
thanks to Greg Wheeler for 
his legislative updates, 
Steve Byer for his Chapter 
meeting recap, and Wally 
Prebis for his 
encouragement and 
excellent digital photos. 
I am pleased to 
announce a new feature 
beginning with this 
month’s newsletter.  
Prompted by some 
interesting and often 
spirited discussions in 
the Broomstick Building 
Division, Tim Pate and I 
have started a new 
column on I-Code issues
entitled “Code Talk”.  
We will discuss specific 
code items that may be 
less than clear, be 
somewhat controversial, 
or otherwise demand the
attention of enforcing 
officials and likely initiate 
action by the Code 
Change and Code 
Development Committee.  
We hope to have these 
issues posted on the 
Chapter’s website under 
the discussion heading.  If 
you find something that 
you think would be of 
interest to the Chapter, 
please e-mail myself or 
Tim Pate at 
tpate@ci.broomfield.co.us 
 
If there are any aspiring 
newspaper columnists out 
there or anyone else that 
has comments or 
suggestions, please 
contact me.  This is your 
professional resource and 
we want it to be the best it 
can be.  TGM 

mailto:tpate@ci.broomfield.co.us


Colorado Chapter ICC Page 2 of 8 

 
June Meeting – Pueblo  Steve Byer  

 
  

Meeting Re-cap 
This meeting consisted of three 
concise and very informative 
presentations in the morning, the 
Chapter business meeting in the 
afternoon, an informational tour of 
the Ritz Carlton Hotel and some of 
the best weather and scenery 
available in Colorado. 
 
Alternative Fire Protection Methods 
Our meeting host, Carol Gill-Mulson 
of the Eagle River Fire Protection 
District, led an hour-long discussion, 
Power Point presentation and video 
specifically referring to alternative 
fire protection systems, including the 
exterior system used at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel.  This also led into a 
really informative question and 
answer segment regarding various 
trade-offs that were considered and 
/ or implemented, followed by a 
video showing the testing of the 
exterior fire suppression system. 
Carol can be contacted at 
cmulson@erfpd.org 
    
Sound Transmission Control in the I-
Codes 
Dave Ware, Manager of Codes and 
Gina Costanzo, both from Owens 
Corning covered a great deal of 

 

 

 
 
 

 

critical information regarding code 
requirements for sound control.  
What was once an Appendix 
Chapter is now part of the body of 
the I-Codes, and Dave Ware’s 
explanation was very beneficial in 
helping those present to understand 
these code provisions for the proper 
implementation by local 
jurisdictions. 
Dave Ware 530-885-7558 
david.w.ware@owenscorning.com 
Gina Costanzo 303-799-3828 
gina.costanzo@owenscorning.com 
 
Photo-luminescent Technology 
Bonnie Neal with Solaris Sales 
presented the third segment of the 
morning, which was an informative  
session basically highlighting the 
advances that have been made 
in photo-luminescent signage.  
Bonnie also placed sample signs 
and markers throughout the 
room at the beginning of the 
meeting, and it was truly 
amazing how much light was 
emitted from the signs with the 
lights off.  Bonnie’s presentation 
also included some dramatic 
photos showing how variously 
shaped markers can be used to 
inexpensively illuminate exit 
paths, doorways, stairways, etc.  
Bonnie Neal 303-280-3222 
solaris.sales@comcast.net 
 
Ritz Carlton Tour 
Following the Chapter Business 
meeting, about a dozen 
attendees visited the Ritz Carlton
Hotel at the Bachelor Gulch ski 
area on an educational tour 
highlighting the alternative 
exterior fire sprinkler system, 
advanced smoke control and 
high tech fire alarm system used 
at this beautiful complex.  This 
system was implemented 
because of the management’s 
desire for a combustible log 
exterior finish even though the 
construction type 1 required a 
non-combustible exterior finish.  

 

 

 

mailto:cmulson@erfpd.org
mailto:david.w.ware@owenscorning.com
mailto:gina.costanzo@owenscorning.com
mailto:solaris.sales@comcast.net
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he second attempt was a success!  
ollowing a large snowstorm and 
ubsequent cancellation, the 
hapter turned out in force to build 
 cabin for the girls on May 31st.  
e had perfect weather…at least 

ntil 4pm when the work was 
inished…and finished the building 
n record time.  Instead of a lot of 
ords, we will let the following 
ictures tell the story.  

The Girl Scouts kept the crew 
well fed! 

 
 Now that Gerry is on the ICC Board,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

It starts with a pile of wood and
some willing volunteers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stacey trying to teach JD the 
impossible! 
he has to wear clean work clothes 
and a new tool belt.  It is all about 

image! 

 

Barb…showing the rest of us 
what “work ethic” really means! 
 

. 
 
The walls have already been erected 
and it is only 10am.  I actually 

witnessed Jim with a power tool in 
his hand…instead of his usual golf 

club!
If you need a toilet repaired,  
DO NOT call Clint Tawse! 

Seriously, Clint got the 
unenviable job of removing this 
stuck commode…the hard way.
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 Girl Scouts Give-a-day  Continued… 

It’s
ma

 

Ste
like
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  not all about work…friendships are 

de or re-established during Chapter 
give-a-day events. 

 

 

The finish crew never stopped!!! 
Larry showing Dan how to single-handedly 
plumb a wall. 

 

ve and Randy made most of us look 
amateurs.  They made a great team! 
Finally…It looks like a real cabin. 
Thanks to everyone that helped! 
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Code
e start of a regular feature of 
bout specific provisions in the 

onal Codes.  This article is offered 
for thought and to encourage 
on by the membership.  The 
 of these discussions will help the 
’s code change committee affect 
 in subsequent additions of the 
An ongoing discussion of these 
ll be posted on the Chapter’s 
 http://www.coloradochaptericc.org 

 Talk   Tim Pate and Tom Meyers 
SMOKE ALARM RETROFITS   2003 IRC SECTION R313.1.1 
 
Did you know that smoke alarms (formerly “detectors”) will be required to 
be retrofitted into a home if ANY permit is issued other than those for 
exterior repair?  Did you know that the majority of these installations will 
require hardwiring?   
 
The UBC formerly activated the retrofit requirement when a BUILDING 
permit was issued with a valuation over $1,000 (except for repairs to 
exterior of house) or when a sleeping area was added.  Now the IRC 
requires installation whenever ANY permit is issued other than for repairs 
to the exterior of the house.  This will even include minor permits such as 
installation of water heaters and air conditioners, adding an electrical 
outlet to kitchen counter, and changing out an existing furnace.  The IRC 
now covers not only building-related permits, but also residential 
plumbing, mechanical, and electrical permits. 
 
UBC retrofit detectors were required to be battery operated only when 
installed within an existing structure.  The IRC requires that these added 
smoke alarms be hard wired and interconnected to the existing 
smoke alarm circuit if there is an attic, crawl space, unfinished 
basement, available chases, or some other means of pulling wire without 
removing surface finishes.  Now, most homeowners will need to hire a 
licensed electrician to perform the new wiring unless they feel 
comfortable doing the work themselves as allowed by the State of 
Colorado Electrical statutes.  This may significantly increase the cost of
doing the

 
se minor permits! 
 

 

GROUP R SPRINKLER REQUIREMENTS 
2003 IBC Section 903.2.7 
 
Section 903.2.7 requires ALL Group R 
occupancies to be provided with an 
automatic fire suppression sprinkler 
system.   One and two family dwellings 
and “townhomes” constructed under the 
IRC are not required to be sprinkled.  If a 
multi-family structure is less than 3 stori
in height, has a separate means of egress, 
has no stacked dwelling units, and is 
provided with open space on at least two 
sides of each unit, it will most certainly be 
constructed under the IRC.  If the dwelling 
meets the scoping provisions of the IRC, it 
shall be built according to the provisions of 
the IRC.  Occasionally, however, structural 
issues beyond the prescriptive 
requirements of the IRC, required disabled 
accessibility, and other applications may 
refer back to the IBC.  These 
circumstances do not automatically require 
the entire building to then meet ALL of the 
requirements of the IBC, including the 
sprinkler provisions. 

es 
If you have an opinion on these code 
provisions or want the Chapter to 
contemplate a code change, jump online 
and post your comments at: 
http://www.coloradochaptericc.org/discuss.htm.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
PROJECTION LIMITATIONS  2003 IBC Section 704.2 Item 1 
 
Pete Bemelen of Denver writes: 
Section 704.2 item 1 states: "…where protected openings are required in
accordance with Section 704.8."  How does one apply T704.8?  
Protected openings are required when the fire separation distance is 
greater than 3 feet and extends to 30 feet.  If the building is sprinklered, 
the range would be from 3feet to 20 feet.  Is item 1 always 3 feet or do 
we use the 30 feet?  If the fire separation distance is 12 feet, what wo
be the allowable projection

uld 
 from the wall?  

ble 

uired" in 704.2 item 1. 

 
Jay Woodard of ICC responds: 
This is a section that I would love to see someone submit a code change 
on.  This is one of those unfortunate situations where combining 
language from one code (704.2 item 1 and 2 are from UBC) and a ta
from another (Table 704.8 is from the NBC) don't really work too well.  
The way we have been teaching it is that you go to Table 704.8 and 
when you look at the "unprotected" row it will not permit any unprotected 
openings until you get "greater than 5 feet."  Therefore, once you are 5 
feet or less you only have the option for "protected" openings and then 
once you are 3 feet or less you can not have any openings.  So, based 
on this, 5 feet is really the point where the "protected openings are 
req

http://www.coloradochaptericc.org/discuss.htm
http://www.coloradochaptericc.org/discuss.htm
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Chapter Shirts 
Still Available!!! 

 

Energy Assistance  

Meth lab clean-up standards are now available 
from the Colorado Division of Health and 
Environment: 
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/hm/methlab.pdf 
 
This document is the culmination of considerable 
committee input.  These guidelines are NOT 
enforceable unless locally adopted.  Anticipate 
another Chapter effort to re-introduce legislation to 
officially make these guidelines state standards, 
similar to the failed HB 1115.   

 

Meth Lab Clean-up Standards 
 
Utah Resource Center… Now Open!! 

 

Greg Wheeler has shirts for 
sale! 
The shirts are $30.00 apiece 
and we have three colors to 
choose from:  Tan, White and 
Yellow.  He has all sizes 

m Medium to 2XXL.  

ooner, contact 

ter Drive 
  80229 

greg.wheeler@cityofthornton.net

available fro
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Greg will bring the shirts along 
to the next Chapter meeting.  If 
you want one s
him at: 
Greg Wheeler 
9500 Civic Cen
Thornton, CO

 
303.538.7253 

 

 

Steve Andrews from E-Star Colorado states that they 
will happily answer technical questions pertaining to the 
IECC or assist a jurisdiction with IECC adoption issues.  
Steve is also pleased to announce that they have a 
new staff engineer and home energy rater, Jim Meyers 
(303.297.7478) who can assist with code questions. 
Steve can be reached at: 
E-Star Colorado 
1981 Blake Street 
Denver, CO 80222 
V.  303.297.7472 
F.  303.297.0948  
Jack Burleson wants everyone to 
know that the ICC Utah Regional 
Resource Center is now open.  They 
will be the ICC staff liaisons for 
Colorado. 
They can be reached at International 
Code Council, Utah Regional 
Resource Center, 455 East 500 
South, Suite 202, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84111-3328 
Phone: 801.363.1350, 800.347.2224,
Fax: 801.363.1393.

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/hm/methlab.pdf
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Wilderness on Wheels 
August 16th 
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Missed the Girl Scouts Give-a-
day?  Interested in getting 
together for a great time with 
your fellow code professionals 
working for a good cause?  On 
Saturday, August 16th, the 
Chapter will be sponsoring a 
give-a-day at the Wilderness on 
Wheels facility on US 285 near 
the Kenosha Pass summit (about 
60 miles from Denver).  We will 
be helping with a number of 
construction projects, including 
the replacement of a sizable 
portion of boardwalk used to 
access the forest.  Pack a lunch 
and your tools if you plan on 
attending.   
Immediately following, Jim 
Thelen has graciously invited all 
of us to attend a BBQ at his 
house in Conifer.   
   2003 IRC Training Class! 
Castle Rock -  August  
 

Rick Mendez at the Castle Rock 
Building Department will be 
hosting a 2003 International 
Residential Code training class 
on August 15th.   
Steve Thomas of Colorado Code
Consulting, LLC will be teaching 
the class using his renowned 
PowerPoint program.  If you 
haven’t had the opportunity to 
take one of Steve’s classes, you 
are in for a treat.  This is 
guaranteed to be an interesting 
seminar. 
The cost is $25 per person 
including breakfast and lunch.  
You can’t beat that…anywhere!!!
The deadline to register is 
August 11th and seats are limited
so make sure that you RSVP as 
soon as possible.  Contact Rick 
at 720-733-3529 

mailto:tmeyers@ci.broomfield.co.us
mailto:bbaker@co.jefferson.co.us
mailto:sbyer@co.arapahoe.co.us

