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President’s Message  Tom Meyers 

It is hard to believe that it is November 
already.  This year has gone by 
incredibly fast.   I never realized how 
much work this job would entail.  
Fortunately I had a lot of help along the 
way.  I want to use some of my allotted 
space to thank a number of people for 
their assistance to me during this past 
year.   
  
First and foremost is Tom Thompson 
who has been my mentor for the nearly 
9 years I have been in the code 
community.  His lengthy experience, 
insight, and uncanny ability to get to 
the root of an issue have been 
invaluable to me.  His guidance and 
support allowed me to join and excel in 
this organization. Thanks Tom!   
 
Becky Baker also really deserves my 
appreciation.  She has single-handedly 
taken on the role of Chapter 
ambassador.   She has traveled to 
communities across the state, talking 
to building and elected officials about 
the International Codes.  She was 
instrumental in forming I-Codes Now 
and assisting Denver’s code adoption 
process.  Without her selfless 
determination, I would have been a lot 
busier than I have been.  Thank you, 
Becky!  
  
I also want to thank the 2003 Board of 
Directors.  I am pleased to see that we 
have many years of strong leadership 
ahead of us.  Dave Horras will make an 
excellent president.  He will prove to be 
a refined and able leader, taking us 

successfully into the next half a 
century.  J.D. Potter’s pragmatic and 
down-to-earth sensibility will keep us 
mobile and realistic.  Barb Kuettel’s 
drive and attention to detail will ensure 
that we have the energy and diligence 
to exceed.  I look forward to larger 
contributions from Patrick Buckley as 
he steps down from the leadership of 
Program committee and directs his 
spare time to bigger and better things.  
I am certain that both Jim Wray and 
Stephen Kanipe will pick up Program 
and give us a 2004 meeting agenda 
worth remembering.  Finally, I want to 
especially thank Steve Byer for 
immediately stepping up and assuming 
the treasurer’s position.  He has taken 
over the good work started by Rob 
Ragulsky and J.D. Potter and brought it 
to new heights.  Thanks to the entire 
Board for the hard work and support 
this year!  
 
On page 5 of this newsletter, you will 
find an application for Chapter board or 
committee positions.  This organization 
succeeds because of its volunteers.  I 
haven’t the space to adequately 
express the personal satisfaction I 
have received from my involvement 
with the Colorado Chapter.  
Committees have provided me with 
technical education and place to 
interact with fellow professionals and 
share the common issues we 
encounter in our jobs daily.   Please 
take a moment to fill out the form if you 
feel you can make a contribution.   
TGM  
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Ron Lord, IAPMO Midwestern 
Regional Manager, wrote a letter 
dated October 17, 2003 that was 
sent to several jurisdictions’ 
mayors, council members and 
county commissioners.  The letter 
encourages local legislators to 
adopt the Uniform Plumbing Code 
(UPC) in order to be in compliance 
with the Colorado Plumbing Code.  
Mr. Lord made several assertions 
regarding the UPC that call for a 
response. 
 
Mr. Lord’s letter states that the 
Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC) is 
ANSI accredited.  He states that 
complaints could be filed against 
governmental jurisdictions 
adopting anything other than the 
Colorado Plumbing Code (CPC), 
and insinuates that adoption of the 
2003 edition of the UPC will 
automatically meet the CPC.  He 
also implies that the UPC book 
costs less than competing 
International code documents 
published by the ICC. 
 
Carl Marbery, ICC staff, states that 
his understanding that the 
accreditation process for the 2003 
UPC has been approved by the 
American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI).  However, there 
are some outstanding appeals 
challenging this accreditation, 
including the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers (ASPE).  The 
ANSI Board of Standards Review 
has the authority to allow the 
original action to stand until all 
levels of appeals have been 
completed.  There is no deadline 
for the appeals filed to be resolved, 
so in the interim the UPC will be 
deemed “accredited”.  
  
ANSI accreditation applies to the 
process used to develop the code, 
not to the technical merits or 
content of the code itself.  ANSI 
accreditation is not an 
endorsement of the efficacy of the 

code, only a methodology to 
create fairly developed 
consensus standards.  
Alternatively, the ICC also 
provides a fair and open method 
for code development.  All 
interested and affected parties 
are afforded a forum for public 
comment and many serve on the 
committees that consider 
changes.  The ICC 
“governmental consensus” 
process differs with ANSI by 
giving governmental 
representatives the final say for 
challenged code changes at the 
end of the process.  
  
Adoption of the 2003 UPC does 
not meet the current Colorado 
Plumbing Code.  The Examining 
Board of Plumbers (Plumbing 
Board) has adopted the 2000 
UPC with 10 pages of 
amendments (amendments 
available at 
http://www.dora.state.co.us/plum
bing/forms/rule2.pdf).  The 2003 
UPC has undergone substantial 
changes from the 2000 edition.  
Unless a jurisdiction adopts 
exactly what the Plumbing Board 
has adopted, they have not fully 
adopted the Colorado Plumbing 
Code.  That applies for the 2003 
UPC as well as the International 
Plumbing Code (IPC). 
 
Deputy Attorney General Karen 
Howard addressed the Plumbing 
Board at their October 9, 2003 
meeting.  Ms. Howard distributed 
a “draft” memorandum to those 
in attendance addressing her 
comments on CPC correlation to 
statutory jurisdictions (home rule 
discussion was conspicuously 
absent).  Ms. Howard said that 
anyone could file a complaint 
with the Plumbing Board 
concerning the adoption and 
enforcement of documents other 
than the Colorado Plumbing 

Code.  The burden of proof that 
adopted codes, standards and/or 
amendments were not consistent with 
the CPC falls on the individual that files 
the complaint.  She pointedly stated 
that the AG’s office did not have the 
resources available to handle frivolous 
or otherwise unsupported complaints. 
 
In 1999, the General Assembly’s legal 
office provided an opinion regarding 
the Plumbing Board’s code adoption 
and the impact on home rule cities and 
towns.  The questions and answers 
were: 

• Has the General Assembly 
effectively preempted home 
rule municipalities from 
enacting municipal plumbing 
codes by requiring the state 
board to adopt a state 
plumbing code?  NO. 

• Does 12-58-104.5 (2), C.R.S. 
permit local plumbing codes 
that amend the state code to 
allow for the use of 
alternative products (i.e., 

IAPMO Letter – Our Response   Greg Wheeler & Tom Meyers 

“…ASPE questioned why the UPC 
requires more material, more labor 
and more cost to the public for the 
same plumbing system that can be 
designed and installed under other 
plumbing codes in the United 
States.” 
 
Julius Ballanco PM Engineer 
Magazine (05-03)  

Continued on Page 3 
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plastic piping or 
“studor” vents)?  
YES. 

• Do the plumbing 
laws authorize the 
state to review 
decisions of local 
governments which 
amend the state 
code? NO. 

 
Mr. Lord compares the cost of 
the different plumbing codes.  
He states in his letter that the 
UPC only costs $70.00 (non 
member cost); whereas it 
would take seven I-Code 
books at a cost of $334.00 to 
do the same work 
encompassed in the single 
UPC.  We are not sure how he 
arrives at that number. 
   
Using non-member costs, the 
IPC is $52.00.  If you were to 
add the International Private 
Sewage Disposal Code to the 
IPC and purchased the Combo 
set, that would add an 
additional $2.00.  The total for 
the two codes is $54.00.  
These combined costs are less 
than the 2003 UPC. 

CML Position on October AG’s Office 
Opinion 
 

Local governments should have the ability to 
adopt alternative codes.  An increasing number 
of counties and municipalities have adopted the 
IPC. 
 

Home rule cities and towns have broad 
flexibility because the state law has no 
statewide declaration.  When the General 
Assembly has had the opportunity to preempt 
local government, they have chosen not to. 
 

The Board does not have the clear authority 
to trump local decisions because the state law 
does not give them that authority, and when the 
General Assembly has had that opportunity to 
do so, they have elected not to. 
 

The state likely does not now have the 
financial resources to litigate against individual 
local governments, and may not for 
political/policy reasons.  However, litigation 
by another party is always likely (i.e., certain 
labor-affiliated interests). 

IAPMO Letter - Continued….. 

Colorado Attorney General’s 
Office Opinions (2002, 2003) 
 
In May, 2002, the Attorney 
General’s legal counsel to the 
state Plumbing Board opined 
that local governments may 
enact plumbing standards 
different from the state’s code, 
as long as they meet the 
minimum standards of that 
code.  
  
In January, 2003, Attorney 
General Ken Salazar stated, “I 
write to clarify that (the Board) 
has the statutory power to 
make determinations as to 
whether plumbing standards 
and/or regulations meet and/or 
exceed the requirements of the 
(state code)”. 
  

In October, the Attorney 
General’s new legal counsel to 
the state Board clarified 
several key points, 
paraphrased below: 
  
• State law clearly 

establishes the State 
Plumbing Board as having 
the ultimate authority to 
establish a state plumbing 
code. The plumbing laws 
clearly envision that the 
Board will set the minimum 
standard, but that local 
governments can amend 
the standards with 
regulations that meet or 
exceed these minimums. 
 

• Despite the fact that some 
local jurisdictions have 
enacted a different code, 
their adoption of the IPC 
may be read to be 
amendments to the (state) 
Code.  This applies when 
jurisdictions have enacted 
the IPC with the caveat 
that where a dispute arises 
between the IPC and the 
(state) Code, the more 
stringent of the two or the 
UPC prevails. In addition 
...the UPC is silent on 
some issues and thus a 
minimum standard in a 
particular issue may not 

exist. In those situations, local 
governments may enact IPC 
standards and their actions in 
doing so do not violate the 
plumbing laws. 

  
• The state statute does not express 

that the state Board has the 
authority to determine whether an 
amendment adopted by a local 
government is equal to and/or 
more stringent than the state code. 
But, because the law unequivocally 
vests in the Board broad authority 
to adopt a code and enforcement 
powers generally, the AG’s Office 
believes that the Legislature 
intended the Board to have the 
power to determine whether an 
amendment to the code adopted 
by a local jurisdiction is equal to or 
more stringent than the code 
established by the Board. 

 

Thanks to Carolynne White and Sam Mamet 
from the Colorado Municipal League for their 
contributions to this article. 
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Code Talk Tim Pate & Tom Meyers 

DID YOU KNOW...? 
 
 2003 IBC Section 3109 has requirements for 
swimming pool enclosures and safety devices.  
Specifically this section has requirements for barriers 
around swimming pools, which by definition also includes 
hot tubs, spas, etc.  See section 3109.4.1.8 for requiring 
alarms at doors within walls that serve as part of barrier.  
This section is very similar to 1997 UBC Appendix 
Chapter 4 Division 1.  Unless this is amended out, you 
will have to enforce all provisions. 
 
 2003 IBC Section 1207 has requirements for sound 
transmission ratings for separation walls and 
floor/ceilings between dwelling units and other dwelling 
units or public spaces.  This section is very similar to 
1997 UBC Appendix 12 Division 2.  Unless this is 
amended out, you will have to enforce these provisions.  
This remains an appendix in the IRC. 
 
 2003 IBC Section 708 has requirements for fire 
partitions used for dwelling unit separation in multi-family 
construction.  Supporting construction for these 
assemblies is required to “afford the required fire-
resistance rating of the wall supported”.  This shouldn’t 
be an issue in Type V-A and II-A construction.  Where 
dwelling units are stacked on top of each other, requiring 
horizontal fire resistive separations, the supporting 
structure is also required to be rated.  Please note that 
multi-story dwelling units will be affected where platform 
framing supports the rated walls between units.  It would 
be advisable to use freestanding shaft wall assemblies 
between these units. 
 
 2003 IRC will not allow you to use prescriptive 
methods for wall bracing R602.10 when your design wind 
speed is 110 mph - 3 second gust (this equates to the old 
90 mph – fastest mile).  You also cannot use the wall 
stud height limitations of section R602.3.1/Table 
R602.1.3 when your adopted wind speed exceeds 100 
mph - 3 second gust.  You may need to ask for 
engineering calculations to prove compliance with both 
requirements.  
 
 2003 IRC Table R703.4 will now require the use of 
an approved weather barrier over OSB sheathing under 
horizontal lap sidings – both hardboard and fiber cement. 
1997 UBC allowed the use of exterior OSB sheathing as 
an exception since it met definition of “weather repellant 
sheathing” per UBC Section 1402.1.  LP still carries an 
evaluation report for their OSB recognizing it as “weather 
repellant”.  It also states that a 1/8” gap be provided 
between the panels.  This was acceptable under the 
UBC, but not under the IRC. 

Public Hearing Results on the 2003/2004 Proposed 
Changes to the ICC International Codes are available 
on the ICC web site at www.iccsafe.org. Look under 
Codes and Standards then Code Development. The 
action lists include the Code Change Number, the 
Committee Action and the "successful" Assembly 
Action.  
A summary of the actions and the full Report of the 
Public Hearing is posted on the Code Development 
Section of the ICC web site at 
http://www.iccsafe.org/cs/codes/2003-04cycle/2003-
04ROH.html  Public hearing registrants and other 
interested parties may obtain a copy of the report by 
sending in the Return Coupon posted on the ICC web 
site to the Chicago office. Code change proponents 
and those who sent in requests for the code change 
monograph will automatically receive the report.  
The deadline for the receipt of Public Comments to the 
hearing actions on proposed changes to the ICC 
International Codes is January 14, 2004. A Public 
Comment form is found in the Report of the Public 
Hearing at the ICC web site. The Colorado Chapter 
Code Change and Code Development Committee will 
meet in late November to discuss challenges for Final 
Action.  
Don't forget, Final Action on the proposed changes will 
be in Overland Park, Kansas on May 17-20, 2004. To 
effect change you must participate. Let's have a large 
turnout from Colorado. 

Hearing Results Jack Burleson, ICC Staff 

 Energy Code Training 
 
 

Topics include: 
• IECC requirements for Building Plans 
• Energy Code Plan Review 
• Field, Framing, Insulation Inspection 
• Final Inspections 
• Use of REScheck for compliance 
• Moisture Protection 
• And many other topics of interest! 
• http://www.e-star.com/upcoming_events.html 

for on-line flyer 
Space is limited so please RSVP by on-line registration 
through the “Events” link at www.e-star.com or contact 
Matt Thornberry at (303) 297-7498 

E-Star Colorado is sponsoring a low 
cost training program for building 
officials, plans examiners and field 
inspectors on the IECC.  The training 
will be held on Thursday, Dec. 4th at 
CHFA at 1981 Blake Street in 
Denver.  Both breakfast and lunch 
will be provided with the $30 fee.   
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2004 APPLICATION FOR COLORADO CHAPTER, ICC 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

 
 
Name: __________________________________  Date: ________________________________  
 
Representing: ____________________________  Phone: (         ) ________________________  
 
Address: ________________________________  Fax: (         )___________________________  
 
City: ____________________________________  State: _______________  Zip: ____________  
 
E-Mail: __________________________________  
 
 

FOR COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT 
 
Code Change _________________  Code Development_____________  Education ____________  
 
Corp. Affairs/By-Laws___________  Legislative____________________  Membership ___________  
 
Newsletter ___________________  Contractor Regulation___________  Awards_______________  
 
Public Relations _______________  Storage/Historical ______________  Standardization ________  
 
Disaster Mitigation _____________  IRC Code Change _____________  Program ______________  
 
IPC/IMC Code Change__________  Other________________________  
 

 
FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Office Desired __________________________________________________________________  
 
Are you able to attend the ABM?  Yes   __________________  No _________________________  
 
Number of Chapter Meetings attended in the past year: __________________________________  
 
 

TO HOST A CHAPTER MEETING 
 
Are you interested in hosting one of the six scheduled Chapter meetings in the upcoming year? 
Meetings are scheduled bi-monthly starting in February.   
 
Yes ______________   Preferred Month________________________________________ 
 
 

Please submit completed applications to Tom Thompson 
By Fax: 303.438.6297 

Or by mail: One Descombes Drive, Broomfield CO 80020 
 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS DECEMBER 1, 2003 
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Wilderness on Wheels I 
On Saturday, August 15th, the Chapter sponsored a give-a-day 
at the Wilderness on Wheels facility at the crest of Kenosha 
Pass.   This was a great day to be out in the woods…great 
weather and better company!  We helped with some special 
tasks that Roger (the WOW administrator) saves for volunteers 
he knows can get the job done.  Jim Thelen (Littleton) and 
Randy Pabst (DRCOG Elevator Inspection Program) installed a 
wall furnace.  I hung and trimmed a door in a “plumb-
challenged” wall.  Michelle (my fiancée) installed an alternator 
and worked on the charging system of one of Roger’s trucks 
(she was elected because she was the smartest one in the 
group!).  After we finished the work, Jim Thelen had a steak 
dinner for the group at his home in Conifer.  It was an enjoyable 
Saturday for everyone! 
 
Wilderness on Wheels II 
On Saturday, October 25th the Chapter sponsored a second 
give-a-day at Wilderness on Wheels.  It is especially hard to get 
a group together in the height of hunting season.  However, 
enough members arrived to perform the complete tear-off and 
replacement of a roof on a large storage building.  These folks 
managed to complete the whole roofing job and a number of 
other special tasks by 2:00 pm, in pretty cold weather!   
I would like to thank Dan Nickle and Dan Gunther (Lakewood), 
Kirk Moors (Ft. Collins), and Tim Kirby and his family (Denver) 
for coming out to help.  I also want to especially thank Thomas 
(Tiny) Thompson (Broomfield Roofing Inspector) for his help.  
Tiny has accepted a job with a private inspection agency in 
California.  His contribution for the Chapter at WOW was one of 
the very last things he did before leaving the state!  

Wilderness on Wheels 

Ron Drey and Odie…  
While everyone else 

was at Wilderness on 
Wheels! 

 Nashville Annual Business Meeting 
The membership should be happy to note that an old 
Colorado Chapter tradition lives on.  During the ABM, 
Chapter members provide a corsage for each of the first-
time females.  The tradition was started by Beryl and Sis 
Wallace decades ago.  It was passed on to Marv and 
Jean Fischer and later to Gary and Julie Goodell.  This 
year, Stephern Kanipe volunteered to carry on the 
tradition.   
Times have changed since the first corsage was pinned 
30 plus years ago.   We are now part of a larger 
organization with the consolidation of 3 former MCO’s.   
Our numbers have increased and so has our diversity… 
 
Airfare and a hotel room for the ABM in Nashville.......................    $1,000.00 
A night out on the Town....................................................................     $125.00 
A picture of Jim Thelen pinning a corsage on a..... uummmm....... what the hell 
is that anyways.........      
 
PRICELESS!!!!!!!! 
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Glossary of Commonly Heard Building Department Words and Phrases 
 

 
“Construction Defect” – Attorney’s marketing program for HOA monetary windfall. 

 
“Electrician Donuts” – Little powdered donuts from the roach coach, commonly consumed by sparkys. 
 
“Engineer’s Letter” – Expensive last ditch fix for a major screw-up. 
 
“Fire Damper Installation Issue” – Phone call to Sam Dardano. 
 
“Fire Tape” – Imaginary material purported to correct gross deficiencies in gypsum board joint tolerances.   
 
“Hurricane Clip” – A thin piece of sheet metal rated at 360 pounds uplift used to resist 90mph Exposure C wind 
conditions on 36 foot-long end-bearing trusses.  Typically good for hurricanes and wind storms occurring in adjacent 
counties.  Slang: “H-Clip” 
 
“Inspector’s Office” – Job site port-a-let. 
 
“Lick-n-stick” – Adhered stone veneer. 

 
“Look it up in your code book!” – Commonly stated by inspectors who not only don’t know where the provision is 
located…and probably made it up in the first place. 
 
“Meth Lab” – One 4 a.m. phone call, one mad spouse (the phone call woke him/her up too),  4 trips to the City/County 
attorney’s office, 25 phone calls, and  3 inches of paperwork.  
 
“Nobody ever made me do that before!” – Contractor’s expression of exasperation when caught doing something 
he/she hoped he/she would get away with if only the inspector wasn’t so darn observant. 
 
“One Hour Rock” – 5/8 inch thick Type X gypsum board used in a single-ply, one-sided application for fire resistance, 
usually by a residential contractor doing his/her first commercial job. 
 
“Plumb” – That which is within 15 degrees of vertical. 
 
“Pookey” - Extremely expensive (typically red) material used to fill the annular space around openings in fire resistive 
assemblies. 
 
“Red Mud” – Poor man’s fire caulking.   Especially cost effective when concocted from plain joint compound and red food 
coloring. 
 
“Roach Coach” – Mobile four-star dining. 
 
“Roll Over” – Reassignment of a building inspection to the following day.  Typically occurs when an inspector spends too 
much time sharing electrician donuts with the construction crew. 
 
“Rough Inspection” – What some contractors call all of their inspections, especially after receiving multiple-page 
correction notices. 
 
“Water Closet” – Fancy plan-checker terminology for “crapper”. 
 
“Wood Butcher” – Framer 
 
“Wood Serial Killer” – Plumber or Tinner 
 
Editor’s note:  The proceeding definitions are not necessarily endorsed by or are the opinion of the Colorado 
Chapter of the ICC!   
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Special thanks to: 
Jan Graham 
City & County of Broomfield 
Proofreader and PDF goddess  

Ira Blackwell recently retired 
from Merrick and Company.  He 
had spent 43 years in the design 
and construction field.  He is a 
long time friend of the Chapter 
and we all wish him happiness 
in the less demanding field of 
retirement!    
 
Ira can be contacted by: 
 
E-mail:       
paako2@earthlink.net 

  
Address: 
Ira W. Blackwell, AIA 
34 PAA-KO Drive 
Sandia Park, NM  87047 
 

Blackwell Retirement Bader Retirement 

Howard Bader will be retiring from the City and 
County of Denver on November 25th.  Howard 
has worked for Denver for the past 13 years.  
Howard is a graduate from the University of 
Colorado, Boulder with a BS in Mechanical 
Engineering.   
Howard has had a very diverse career.  He 
has worked for a number of engineering 
companies and consulting firms.  In 1969, he 
accepted a position with Rocky Mountain 
Sheet metal, staying with them for nearly a 
decade.  Prior to coming to Denver, Howard 
was the Sheet metal Division Manger for US 
Engineering.  He also spent 5 years raising 
long-horn cattle in Walsenburg!   
Howard is recognized as one of the founding 
members of CAPMO and his plumbing and 
mechanical expertise will be missed! 
A retirement party will be held at the 
Wellington Webb Municipal Center at 8:30am 
on November 19th.    
E-Mail Howard at: hbader@prodigy.net  


