
Tracking Bellevue’s Climate Impact
Trends in communitywide greenhouse gas emissions
BELLEVUE ANALYZES its communitywide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions on an annual basis to identify the largest sources 
of emissions and trends over time. The communitywide inventory measures emissions from our buildings, vehicles, waste, and 
water consumption. Such an inventory is a useful measure for cities to track progress toward reducing our footprint over time.

WHERE WE ARE
Below is a snapshot of the Bellevue community’s 2017 GHG emissions. 
“Other” emissions includes fugitive emissions from refrigerants and 
natural gas transmission losses.

WHERE WE’VE BEEN
Since 2011, Bellevue’s communitywide greenhouse gas emissions have 
decreased by 7%. Emissions increased during 2014 and 2015 due to changes 
in electricity generation and weather-associated impacts. 

ACCOUNTING FOR POPULATION GROWTH
Despite relatively stable communitywide emissions since 2011, on per-person basis, Bellevue community emissions have declined by 18%. The per-capita 
decline can be attributed to population growth occurring in transit-oriented development neighborhoods, such as downtown, with good transit access and 
energy-efficient new buildings. Bellevue’s per-capita emissions are lower than the U.S. and Washington state average, but higher than the global average. 

*MTCO2e = metric tons carbon dioxide equivalent.

*Note: Emission reports from other jurisdictions may use different data sets, methods, and 
time periods. For references, please contact the City of Bellevue.

This work was funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, Cities Leading through Energy Analysis and Planning (C-LEAP) program. 
For more information on the contribution analysis methodology or Bellevue’s climate action work, contact Jennifer Ewing at jewing@bellevuewa.gov. 
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WHAT’S DRIVING THE TRENDS?
Governments and businesses usually calculate communitywide greenhouse gas emissions inventories on a recurring basis to track progress and guide action 
toward meeting emission reduction goals. One challenge in using past inventory trends to inform future action is an inability to fully understand what is driving 
the trends. For example, if a city sees a decline in emissions, to what extent did external factors such as population growth and weather play a role, as opposed 
to local programs or policies such as home energy retrofit subsidies or building codes? 

THE CITY OF BELLEVUE conducted an analysis of its past community greenhouse gas emission trends to better understand considerations and 
priorities for future climate action. The graphic below summarizes the resulting drivers of change in the city’s emissions from 2011 to 2017. The results show 
how Bellevue and its surrounding region are experiencing job and population growth, but initiatives such as transit-oriented development and more efficient 
buildings are outpacing those increases. Outcomes from this analysis will be used to inform the City’s update of its Environmental Stewardship Strategic Plan.
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What drove changes 
in GHG emission inventories 

between two years?

Growth
(more cars, buildings)

Cleaner electricity grid

Warmer winter


