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A Word to Our Readers

This volume concerns a little known subject for it is

probable that less than a hundred members of the 11asonic

fraternity, now numbering more than three million members,

have ever heard of the ~Tasonic Conservators.

It is highly important that the story of this short but eYent

ful period of IVfasonic history he preserved in a form accessible

to all :\Iasonic students. Let this he a sufficient excuse for

its publication. The writer has not attempted to take all of

the material available and write a story in his own wonts,

but to use as much of the original material as is proper and

consistent in giving his readers the proper conception of a

great movement, launched by one of America's foremost ritual

ists, and lecturers, a movement which for a time rocked the

foundations of the :\Iasonic structure.

It is fitting that the story should come from Missouri, for it

was the Grand Lodge of l\fissouri, which at the very begin

ning took stringent measures to restrict the inroads of what

it regarded as a clandestine organization by compelling every

Freemason in ~Iissouri to tak~ a "Renunciation Oath" before

granting admission to any of its lodges.

For obvious reasons, complete explanations are not gIven

of the cipher used by the association in carrying on its ritual

istic instruction; to du so, would lay us under the same criticism

that \vas given to :\Iorris. Too much already appears in print

concerning the esoteric ceremonies of the fraternity.

Our thanks are due to the Grand Lodge Library of Iowa,

Brother Charles C. Hunt, Grand Secretary of Iowa; Grand

Secretaries of many other jurisdictions, and especially to my

own Grand Lodge of :\Iissouri, which has made available in

recent years so many historical publications.

H.. V. D.
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CHAPTER 1.

Mystery Abroad in Masonry.

On or about June 24, 1860, throughout the Uniterl States,
prominent Freemasons. noted for their official position or
ritualistic ability were the recipients of personal letters.
sealed and mysterious looking. bearing in large anel con
spicuous letters as a caption, the inscription:

"Masonically confidential, and to be returned within Ten Days of
its reception to Robert Morris."

The communication which followed this announcement con
tained the statement that a new association was in process of
formation, having as its object the "dissemination of the an
cient and genuine lectures, as arranged by Preston and taught
by Thomas Smith \Vebh." If the plan met \\·ith favorable re
ception by the recipient of the letter, and if he signed and
returned it promptly, he received another communication.
explaining all of the features of this new plan which was to re
sult, presumably. in a standard series of -:\lasonic lectures and
work throughout the united States.

The ~uthor of this plan was the celebrateJ Robert ~rorris of
Kentucky, Past Grand :\laster of that jurisidiction, :\Iasonic
lecturer and traveler; the movement was known as "The Con
servator ~fovement" and its members as "Conservators." It is
probable that three thousand ~Iasons enlisted in this "crusade"
and for a period of five years there were few -:\lasonic juris
dictions which did not expericnce the bitter arguments put
fonvanl by proponents and antagonists of the movement. Let
the celebrated author tell you of his aims, as stated in the
first of his confidential circular Ictters:

"SIR A~D BROTHER-An Association of experienced and de
voted Masons has been formed under the title of CONSERVATORS
OF SYMBOLICAL MASONRY. Its objects are thus succinctly
stated:

l. The dissemination of the ancient and genuine \Vork and Lectures
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of the first Three Degrees, as arranged by Preston, and taught by
Thomas Smith Webb.

1. Discountenancing all changes, innovations, and errors of every
sort, introduced into the first Three Degrees of Masonry since the
death of \\'cbb, in 1819.

3. Establishing a perfect uniformity in the means of recognition,
the ceremonies, the language of the Lecturers, and everything that is
secret in Symbolical Masonry.

4. Building up Schools in Instruction in every Lodge in which the
same \Vork and Lectures shall he taught that are taught everywhere
else.

5. Instructing intelligent and ardent 1,[asons for the work and re
sponsibility of Masonic Lecturers.

6. Affording traveling hrethren the opportunity to pass themselves
with honor and credit in every Lodge they may visit.

7. Strengthening the ties that bind Masons generally together. by
adding the additional ties of Conservators of the \\'ork.

8. Detecting and exposing imposters.

9. Encouraging mutual acquaintance, conference, counsel, and
sympathy among the Conservators.

to. Opening the way for a more intimate commulllon hetween the
Masons of Europe and America.

Our plan comprises one Conservator in each Lodge. He may ap
point two Deputies, for whose prudence and discretion he will be held
personally responsible. The Chief Conservator has the general control
and management of the Association. A Deputy Chief Conservator may
be designated for every Congressional District, and a Vice Chief for
each Grand Lodge jurisdiction, hut every Grand Master, Deputy
Grand Master, Grand Senior \Varden, Grand Junior Warden, District
Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Lecturer, who unites himself with the
Association, is ex officio a Deputy Chief Conservator.

"In those States where the Grand Lodges have established systems
of Lectures more or less differing from \\'ebb's, the Association will
endeavor to effect its great and important objects by instructing one or
more intelligent Masons in every Lodge, as above mentioned, and then
bringing the influences of truth, consistency, and uniformity to bear
upon the Grand Lodges themselves. And no measure will at any time
be adopted which is opposed to that filial affection and duty which are
due the Grand Lodge, or which is contrary to its Constitutional Regu
lations, and the landmarks of Masonry.

"You have heen designated by one of our members, Brother ,
as a suitable person for this work. Being vouched for and recom
mended, an invitation is now extended to you to become a member of
our Association. Knowing you to be a man of honor, I have not hesi-
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tated to address you this circular, as confidential between you and me,
and if you express your desire to that effect. I will communicate to
you, with entire freedom, our mode of operations, and then you can
make up your mind whether to join us or not.

"Please fill out the hlanks to the questions below, date and sign it,
and return this entire sheet WITHIN TEN DAYS OF ITS RE
CEPTlOX, to the address gi ven at the top of the sheet.

"I am, Dear Sir and Brother, Faithfully yours,

ROBERT MORRIS,
Chief Conservator, at La Gran~e, Ky.

"Question First-Docs the plan, as above specified, strike you
favorably? ..

"Question Second-Do you desire to be informed relative to the
Details of this plan? ..

"Question Third-\Vill you take hands with us in the enterprise, if
the manner of operations is such as you deem prudent, rational and
practicable? ..

"Question Fourth-\\/i11 you treat. as sacredly confidential, whatever
explanatory documents I may scnd you in reply to your letter?

(Date and Address) ..

Signed .

(Add any remarks upon the other side of this sheet that you think
proper.)

An answer to the first communication hrought. imme-liate1y,
the second of these confidential lettcrs, this timc marked
"strictly confidential" and. like its predecessor, "to be re
turned in ten clays." In it the entire plan w~s explained
and since it conveys the ideas of ~Iorris, as to the proposed
character of the association, we present it in its entirety:

COMMUKICATION ~o. 2

"We have your letter dated , in reply to our
Communication N' o. 1. You have expressed your approval of the plan
of a Conservators' Association, of which we gave you an outline, and
we are therefore encouraged to send you this Communication ;'\0. 2,
containing the particulars. Like the other, this is deemed STRICTLY
CONFIDENTIAL. and to be returned within ten days of its re
ception, regularly endorsed, dated and signed as the last. This has
been done by every other perSOil to whom a copy has been addressed;
and no further communication will be had with you upon this subject
until this requisition is complied with. \\'e have consented to assume
the responsibility of this enterprise ouly upon the understanding that
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one straight, undeviating line shall he pursued by all the members of
the Association.

The Seven Details or Features of the Plan we now proceed to
give you, and ask your careful consideration of each:

THE FIRST FEATlJRE-\Ve confine the whole matter within the
breasts of a few discreet. zealous and intelligent Masons, chosen by
ourselves with reference to their established character for discretion.
zeal and intelligence. and solemnly pledged by peculiar engagements to
he faithful to their trusts and to one another.

Each member of the Association may nominate two deputies in his
o\\'n Lodge. These nominations must be submitted to the Chief Con
servator, who has in his possession full catalogues of American Masons,
with the Masonic age, services, and merits of each, and who is per
sonally acquainted with ~he more intelligent ones among them. If he
approve the persons nominated, he sends Communication ~o. I to them
as was done to you, and refers them to you for information.

The strictest secrecy is observed that the craft at large may know
nothing of the Association. nor of us as its members, nor of the plans
on foot, until the work in which we are engaged is linally accomplished.
say in 1865.

Being yourself a ~1ason of Intelligence (vouched for as such), you
can see why such caution is necessary. VVe have a frightful accumu
lation of flawy, imperfect materials in the Masonic Temple, ignorant
in all Masonic learning, and only ahle to Jlull hack upon any propo
sition for their improvement. Thomas Smith ""ebb. and Preston be
fore him, accomplished their work through private instrumentalities,
as, please God, we will do. And SECREC'{ and DISCRETI01\ shall
be our watchwords, as they werc theirs.

Do you approve of these ideas, and will you enter into these cngage
ments?

THE SECO~D FEATURE-\Ye open the way for the most inti
mate and confidential communication between the members of the Assu
ciation and the Chief Conscn'ator. \\'ith one another. \Ve compare
progress, measure difficulties. and cnjoy successes with each other,
\Ye extend mutual aid. encouragement and sympathy. \Ve exchange
likcnesses with each other: visit each other's Lodges and Crand Lodges;
exchangc 1fasonic publications: exchange honorary memberships in
Lodges: and in short encourage each other in everything that honorably
conduces to success in the plans in which we arc mutually eng-aged.

.'\. journal. styled The Conservator. pnblishcd for distribution
amongst the memhers only. is puhlished as the organ of this great
\' ational Reform. It will contain catalogues of officers and memhers,
with their Post-Office addresses respectively: also extracts from their
correspondence, and general rules and directions for the guidance of
the Conservators. The most promincnt errors ill the \Vork and Lec-
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tures In the various Grand Lodge jurisdictions will be pointed out in
this journal in language proper to be printed, and plain enough for
you to understand.

The collection of Books, Medals, MSS., &c, &c, of the Chief Con
servator, by far the largest in the world, is at the service of the Asso
ciation in the furtherance of all its plans and aims; and this gives
literary solidity to the whole enterprise.

Do you approve of these ideas, and will you enter into these en
gagements?

THE THIRD FEATURE-Our great aim, and the key to our
Association, is National Harmony in the Work and Lectures on Sym
bolical Masonry, This harmony shall consist in the most perfect uni
formity amongst ourselves and our pupils, and the Craft at large so
far as we can honorably influence them. It shall reach to the strictest
minutiae-to words, syllables and letters-to official matters-to times
and seasons-to modes of inculcation. To this end, the Conservators
must resign every preconceived habit of notion that conflicts with the
standard of Preston and \\Cebo. and must sacrifice every variation of
word, syllable, and letter, upon the common altar of National Uni
formity. The Chief Conservator has done this. After teaching Ma
sonry as a public lecturer for many years, and establishing some repu
tation in that ,vay, according to the Bastard systems in vogue in the
South and West, he sacrificed all feelings of pride and consistency,
and as soon as he discovered the genuine Old Work, by irrefragible
tokens of identity, he began the study of the Rituals from the be
ginning as an humble scholar. You will not have a tithe as much to
give up in this way as he had, and the task to you will be immensely
easier. If you are an officer of your Grand Lodge or bound by con
stitutional regulations to any other system of Work and Lecturers
save Webb's, it is of course not expected that you will disobediently
throw down the things which superior authority has set up. In such
case, however, you will be expected to give your opinion in favor of
the genuine system, make friends for it. and at a proper time, with
the great assistancc the Association will render you, secure your Grand
Lodge approbation in its behalf. This is not so difficult as at first
sight may appear to you. The Craft at large is sick of bastardisrils,
and hails with avidity cvery proposal to return to the Old Work, and
to set up the Old Landmarks too long thrown down. The admirable
success of this Association itself is abundant proof of this.

Do you approve of these ideas and will you enter into these en
gagements?

THE FOURTH FEATURE-\Ve acord the means of recogmhon
amongst the Conservators wherever met. We have a degree entitled
the Conservator's Degree, which is conferred only on Conservators,
and which, in fact, was devised for this express purpose. This De-
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gree rehearses in the most eloquent and impressive manner, the Ten
Grand Objects we have in view (and which were named in Com
munication No.1) ; alludes to the conflicts and triumphs of truth; de
pictures the better day coming, when all Masons shall harmonize upon
the platform of uniformity; covenants its members by binding and
appropriate ties; and affords a graceful, easy and certain means of
recognition, according to Masonic rules. This Degree may be con
ferred by anyone Conservator upon those entitled to receive it. An
opportunity will be afforded you during the year to receive this elegant
grade, if you are qualified to do so.

Do you approve of these ideas, and will you enter into these en
gagements?

THE FIFTH FEATURE-\\\· provide that at the Grand Annual
Communications of every Grand Lodge there shall be a Vice Chief
Conservator present, competent to confer the Degree above alluded
to. and skillful to rehearse the genuine \\'ebb Work and Lectures
either in the Cirand Lodge, if officially invited, or in private Halls
if not. This will enable the curious to gratify their curiosity-will en
lighten those who really desire light upon the subject, and will make
ahundant friends to the cause we advocate, by contrasting truth and
genuineness with bastardisms. An exhibition of the Webb Work and
Lectures is all that is wanted in many Grand Lodge jurisdictions, to
secure their immediate adoption.

Do you approve of these ideas?

THE SIXTH FEATURE-\\'e adopt the mode of disseminating
the Work and Lectures which was adopted by the Grand Lodge of
England in 1728, when Masonry was introduced into .France; in 1733.
when Masonry was introduced into America; in 1795. when Preston
transmitted his \\lork and Lectures to the United States; by Thomas
Smith \\'ebb during the twenty-four years that he was engaged in
promulgating this system; and by every Grand Lecturer whose name
has become historical. It is a practical, lawful. easy and sure method.
\Vhen imparted to you, it will enable you with absolute certainty to
acquire the Work and Lectures and impart them to others. The re
strictions under which you will receive the auxiliaries of Preston and
Webb, will be minutely described in Communication No.3.

If no other effect could result from this than to drive the vile pub
lications of Allyn, Bernard. Morgan, Crafts, and others out of use,
it would amply repay the cost and trouble. How can Masonry flourish
with such horrible guides as those?

Do you approve of these ideas, and will yOll enter into these en
gagements?

THE SEVE:\TH FEATURE-\Ve require a contribution of Ten
Dollars in advance from each Conservator, as his subsidy in accom-



::\lYSTERY ABROAD IN l\L\SONRY

plishing the various plans specified. This will servc alike as his
initiation fee to the Degree alluded to-will provide him with all the
auxiliaries allowed by Webb and Preston-will pay for his copy of
"The Conservator" so long as it is deemed necessary to publish it
will pay his share of expenses of the Vice Chief Conservators to his
Grand Lodge from year to year, and all other outlays. No other
pecuniary contribution to the objects of the Association but this will
ever be required of you.

Do you approvc of these ideas, and are yon willing to make this
contribution?

I await your answer to these :,cven questions. Your zeal in Ma
sonry, your enviable character amongst those best acquainted with you,
induced me to forward you Communication No. I; while your own
request leads me to send you the present Communication No.2. If
you see anything objectionable in the plan, or from any cause declinc
to unite with us in its accomplishment, express yourself to tbat ef
fect, and let the whole subject pass at once out of your memory, as
though it never had been alluded to. If, on the other hand it meets
with your approval and you desire to affiliate with us and take part
with us in our labor, make known your wishes, and the return mail
shall bear you rich and precious intelligence.

ROBERT MORRIS,
Chief Conservator.

N. B. Wc enjoin you, whatever your decision may be, not to detain
this circular more than ten days. Please writc your replies on the hack
of this sheet, date and sign it.

Some of those tv ,... hom the circulars were submitted did
not regard the matter as confidential, and when the dis
cussions grew bitter, these letters, the association's magazines
and ritual, and its business affairs became public property. It is
not for us at this time to discuss the effect of these letters upon
the fraternity, nor the results obtained. The breaking out of the
Civil \Var in the Cnited States within a few months after
the formation of the Association brought other influences into
the field which may have changed, or at least checked, the
movement.



CHAPTER 11.

Th" Ma!wnic Conservators, Who and What?

Our readers have seen. in the preliminary circulars sent out
by the Conservator .\ssociation, the general plan, the aims.
and the mcans of bringing abot1t the utopian :\lasonic con
dition. Hut some of these details deserve more than passing
mention because of their importance in the plan of organizing
::\Iasonic ritualists throughout the Cnited States.

:\10rris knew :\1asonic conditions in this country; he knew
there \vas a desire on the part of a majority of the craft.
for a standard system of teaching; his visits to various sec
tions of the country had impressed the fact upon his own
mind; he also knew. that to cement so many individuals into
one common association required some scheme whereby its
membership might be more closely united than that of a mere
voluntary association. lIow could he best accomplish this? By
additional obligations and a degree? Yes.

The Chief Conservator was a ritualist of the fi rst order;
he was a Bible student. Presto!-The "Conservator Degree".
:\Iorris consulted his scripture and read:

"And I went out by night by the gate of the valley even before the
dragon-well, and to the dung-port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem,
\vhich were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with
fire."

,Vere not the walls of :\1asonry broken clown anel almost
consumed? I Iere. then. was material for a degree. TIut :\10r
ris read further:

"Then answered I them, and said unto them, the God of Heaven,
he will prosper us; and therefore we his servants will arise and build.
Come let us build up the walls of Jerusalem."

During the progress of the ceremonies of the degree, each
candidate "'as required to select one of the ten gates upon
which he \vas, theoretically. to labor. The selection of this
gate was the due to his "Conscrvator namc." and the order
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of bis enlistment in the cause gave him his "Conservator
number.~' Be it said to the credit of its author, the plan of
the degree and its subject matter were very cleverly arranged
and peculiarly designed for the purpose which it was ex
pected to accomplish.

An additional means of binding the membership together
was through a magazine. "The Conservator," which was
mailed to each member. At least four of these sheets were
mailed out, the last August 1, 1863. After that period, all
official communications to the membership \vere to be found
in the magazine, "The Voice of I'l'fasonry." The magazine,
if it may be dignified by the -term, contained messages of the
Chief Conservator, explanation of mooted points in ritual
and practice, and names and addresses of the membership as
they enrolle:l from time to time. In its later stages it was
the medium for answering attacks upon the association and
upon the Chief Conservator. Copies of the magazine came
into the possession of many, not members of the association,
resulting in many ac~ive Conservator lVfasons being given so
much publicity in reference to their membership, that Grand
Lodges took notice, and for a time the 1\1asonic standing
of some \vas in questi6n.

The cost of membcrship \vas tcn dollars; this was prob
ably a nominal sum, but later events proved that finances
might have been one of the rcasons for its ultimate failure
-just as many other organizations have gone on the rocks
when their finances have been too carefully investigated-or
at least questioned.

lVlorris. himself, estimated the membership to have almost
reached the 3,000 mark. This, at $10 each, \vould have
raised quite a handsome slim for the work of the association
-if collected. \i'ie do 110t believe that Morris profited ma
terially from his labors in connection with the association. It
appears that somc three or four hundrcd of the membership.
mostly prominent members of the f ratcrnity, had their initia
tion fee remitted. Printing of the "l'dnemonics" was an ex
pensive work; this added to the printing of the maga~ine.

esoteric work, and postagc woule! leavc only a small percent
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of the sum collectec1. But -:\if orris tells us, and we have no
reason to doubt his statement. that ll1uch of the money was
never collected, and some of that which was collected was
worthless-for it \vas in Southern scrip-and, being Civil \t\Tar
times, money values wcre uncertain. There was another ele
ment of expcnse, probably as large as that of any other item.
and this was the traveling cxpenses of the Chief Conservator
and his Vice-Conservators, in visiting the various Grand
Lodges and exemplifying the "true work."

\t\1 e have mentioned the printing of "1\1nemonics." This
was the one big task of the association, for "Mnemonics" was
the Masonic ritual and lectures of the three degrees in cipher.
It was an inconspicuous volumc, not over 4xS inchcs in size.
and comprising less than 150 pages. Its clark blue card
board cover bore no explanation, and the casual reader would
decipher little from the preface, which explaincd that it was:

\VRITTEN MNEMONICS

ILLUSTRATED BY COPIOUS EXAMPLES

FROM

MORAL PHILOSOPHY, SCIENCE, AND RELIGION

The inside contained little but a jumble of figures ancl
letters arranged in eighteen columns and twenty-five rows.
But the book, itself, was not complete; to be able to read
the volume required the "spelling book" and an additional
pagc of instructions. The latter told 'lCfhere to begin; some
times the searcher for authentic ritual \:vould read up, at
other times down; and again. cross-\vise. To be a Conserva
tor, and a student of 1\1 nemonics required an exercise of those
truly .?vlasonic and Conservator virtues of Time, Patience
and Perseverance.

The ":\1nemonic" idea was not new to Morris; in 1858 he
issued what purported to be his" First Edition (stereotyped)"
of "1\1nemonics." Investigation of these fevv sheets (there
are 18) discloses that it is nothing morc nor less than the
catechism of the three degrees, crudely gotten up, and dis
tributed among l\lorris' friends-probably feeling them out
as to the issuance of a more extensive cdition later. The
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copy in the Iowa 1\1 asonic Library has a notation by the
elder Parvin stating:

"This copy of the first edition of the Mnemonics by Rob Morris was
sent me by letter in 1859. The letter said that he had had it litho
graphed, struck off fifty copies·, then destroyed the plates."

(*Morris stated that 250 were issued.)

The association had few laws and regulations, and needed
few, for it had but one purpose. It was somewhat auto
cratic in its organization. and its eight regulations contained
the fundamental law for its government.

I. The term of the existence of the Association expires, bv its own
Constitution, on the 24th of June, 1855; at which time aU engagements
6f the members, as such, cease.

II. Each Conservator has exclusive jurisdiction in the jurisdiction
of his own Lodge; and 110 second one can be made there without his
recommendation.

III. Each Deputy Chief Conservator has the power to select and
to initiate Conservators at his own discretion, within the bounds of
his own District, but not so as to interfere in the least with Regula
tion II above, or the general regulations of the Association.

They are liable to removal in the discretion of the Chief Conservator.
IV. The Vice Chief Conservators have such powers as are specially

delegated to them, in their Patents, as issued under the hand of the
Chief Conservator.

V. The Chancellor and Deputy Chancellor are entrusted with the
Archives and attend to the correspondence of the Association. They
are to observe the orders of the Chief Conservator, and are liable to
removal by him.

VI. The Chief Conservator has supreme authority over the whole
body ~f Conservators, according to the now published regulation of
the Association.

In the event of the death of the present incumbent, his successor
will be elected by the plurality vote of the Conservators, each of whom
will communicate his choice, in writing, to the Chancellor who will
announce the result of the ballot.

l\Ieans of identification were provided so that members
might know each other and co-operate in the work. The in
structions suggest:

"A Conservator, in addressing another one by letter should enclose
a sprig of evergreen, which is one of the peculiar emblems of this
order, referring to fidelity."

Considerable correspondence between Conservators bears



18 THE MASONIC CONSERVATORS, \YHO AND \VHAT?

the postscript "yours by the sacred sprig," referring to the
sprig of evergreen.

Civil War and Conservatism.

~\n example of this is to he found in the volume "Civil
\rar an<l ~lasonry in ~1issouri" in the chapter describing the
formation of ~10nitor (~ebraska) ~Tilitary Lodge, a lodge
made up largely of members of the Conservator Association,
as the correspondence reveals, verified later by the publication
of their names in official bulletins of the association.

"In a conversation with Grand Secretary Lewis E. Smith
of ::\ebraska. the writer was informed of the existence of a
::\ebraska military lodge. which, for several months, held its
meetings in the hall of :\lasonic lodges in the State of ~1 is
souri. The story of this interesting lodge was first brought
to the attention of the brethren of :\ebraska, in a pamphlet,
issued by fanner Grand Secretary Francis E. White. in 1917.
The lodge was never chartered and was attached to the "First
::\ebraska Volunteer Infantry," which, during its stay in St.
Louis, was converted into the "First Kebraska Cavalry;" the
regiment consisted of 3.307 men. which was one-ninth of the
entire population of the State of ~ebraska in 1869. Companies
".\" and ,. B" of this regiment were sworn into service Jnne
11, 186] ; other compan'ies were soon afterward added. until
it finally consisted of ten companies-seven from :\ebraska.
two from Iowa and one from Missouri. The regiment was
engaged in military duty in the State of ~fissotlri, during which
time we find it at Ironton. St. Louis. Rolla and Pilot Knob.
It engaged in the battles of Ft. Henry, Ft. Donelson. Shiloh,
Corinth. and many other smaller engagements. The three of
ficers recommendeol for appointment in the petition for dis
pensation \vere Lee P. Gillette. \V. :\1. (and Grand Lecturer
of the Grand Lodge of ::\ ebraska), Brother R. R. Livingston,
Colonel of the First \" ehraska Cavalry, and S. 1\1. Curran.

On .I uly 13, I R()3. Brothers Cillette and \Vilkinson ad
dressed a letkr to the Crand Secretary. writing from Pilot
Knob, :\10.

"Deu Brother: Enclosed herewith you will find a petition for a
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traveling lodge. You will see by reading the paper why we ask this
favor. They have also 'come down' on Rob Morris and the 'work'
as taught by him. We, with brethren from Iowa, have refused to
sit in Missouri lodges for reasons given.

"The petition is perhaps informal as we had no forms to guide us.

"I f the petition is granted, we will at once send a formal petition,
also the amount of money required by our Grand Lodge By-laws.

"\Ve address you not knowing who is our Grand Master, and ask
you to do us the favor of attending to this matter for us. With
kind regards we are

"Yours fraternally."

The letter contained a petition signed by a number of mem
bers of Nebraska lodges, it stated:

"To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Nebraska:

"The undersigned Master Masons in good standing in the several
lodges to which they belong, having the good of Masonry at heart,
respectfully petition you, the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Ne
braska, to issue us a dispensation to meet and work as a traveling
lodge of Master Masons, and to do all lawful business pertaining to
Masonry.

"We are induced to make this application for the following reasons,
viz:

"First. We are placed in a situation where we cannot meet with a
regular organized lodge for months together.

"Second. The Grand Lodge of Missouri has passed resolutions reo
quiring all who visit their lodges to take an extra oath, which in our
opinion does not in the least apper.tain to Masonry.

"Third. We have many in our Regiment who are anxious to be
come members of our Ancient and Honorable Order whom we con
sider to be good and true men and who will do good work in our
order with pleasure to themselves and honor to our fraternity.

"We respectfully recommend the following named brothers to act
as our officers:

"W. M. Lee P. Gillett; S. \\T. R. R. Livingston; J. W. M. Curran,
Western Star Lodge No.2, Nebraska; S. M. Curran, Capitol Lodge
No.3, Nebraska; R. R. Livingston. Plattsmouth Lodge No.5, Ne
braska; F. L. Cramer, Nodaway Lodge Xo. 140, Iowa; J. P. Murphy,
Nodaway Lodge No. 140, Iowa; Wm. L. Jaycox, Taylor Lodge No. 156,
Iowa; R. C. Jordan, Capitol Lodge No.3, Nebraska."

To the casual reader the letter of Brother Wilkinson and
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Brother Gillette would be of no more than passing interest, but
it so happened that the period from 1860 to 1866 was a
period in which the ";\ilasonic Conservator" was being dis
cussed from one end of the territory to the other-and in Mis
souri most unfavorably. The Conservator movement grew out
of an attempt on the part of a well known Freemason, Robert
\forris of Kentucky, to establish a uniform system of work:
in order to accomplish this purpose he organized the Con
servator Association, enlisting in its support as many of the
active workers in the various Grand Lodges as was then
possible. He proceeded to issue a cipher ritual which con
tained the complete :\1asonic work and lectnres of the three
degrees. Membership in the Association was secured by the
payment of $10.00 which included a copy of the book of
}\I nemonics, and a key, known as the vocabulary or spelling
book. Missouri took prompt steps to suppress this clandestine
and irregular method of propagating the !vlasonic ritual, and
the controversy grew so heated, that no person was admitted
into a Ivlasonic Lodge in ~fissouri who did not take the oath
of renunciation.

This explains onr Xebraska brethren's statement that ~fis

souri "was down on Rob Morris and the work" and that the
Grand Lodge of ~f issouri "had passed resolutions which did
not in the least appertain to ~Iasonry." The membership of
these brethren in the Conservators' Association is again
veri fied in a letter written by Dro. \ Vilkinson to Grand Mas
ter \Vheeler:

"St. Louis, Mo., Sept. S, 1863.

"Brother Wheeler: \Vill you please send me a vocabulary? I have
the 'Blue Book' hut no vocabulary, and I am at a loss for a few words.

"Brother Gillette has been absent from all our meetings since we have
had work, and all the care of the Lodge and the work falls on me,
for none of them can do it. \\'hen Brother Gillette is here he meets
\vith the Lodge and does the work, but at all other times I have the
care of the Lodge; Lt. Donovan of Plattsmouth has had the first
degrees but not the lecture.

"\Ve feel grateful to you for your many favors.

"Fraternally by the Green Sprig."
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"C. E." and the National Assembly.

To add to the element of mystery in the association, Mor
ris devised a system of "Conservator's Chronology" which
was to be used in all official documents and in correspondence
carried on between members. It was cleverly devised and
bore a close connection with the purposes of the organiza
tion.

In carrying out the plans of the association, Morris fixed
a set time--a period of five years which he anticipated would
be sufficient to spread the general principles of the society.
This period began June 24, 1860 and was to have ended June
24, 1865; this was the "period devoted to our Great Reform"
and constituted the Conservator's Era (C. E.) The period in
cluded 1,826 days, and in dating a communication according to
this chronology, it was necessary to calculate the number
of days which were to elapse before the expiration of the
Era-this giving the "C. E." September 15, 1860 would be
:. E. 1743 (the whole number of days in the era (1,826) less
the number of days which had elapsed at that time (83) was
1,743-the "C. E." date.

Conservator members were supplied with a table of Con
servator chronology for simplifying calculation. . Opposite
the dates are to be found the Era dates; to obtain inter
mediate dates for the C. E., it was necessary to substract the
number representing the day of the month less one from the
C. E. for the first day of the month, and the difference rep
resented the required C. E. For example, to find the C. E.
for December 22, 1860; 1666 (the C. E. for December 1)
-21 (the number representing the day of the month less 1)
-the C. E. 1645.

On the concluding day of the Era, and as a climax to
the five-year association, l\10rris proposed to have a Na
tional Assemblage, "The Great Assemblage of 1865," of all
the Conservators gathered together at some central point
"to enjoy together the fruits of our triumph in the rebuild
ing the City and Temple, and lay down the sword and trowel
as no longer needed."
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CONSERVATOR'S CHRONOLOGY.

Month and Day 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865

January 1...................................... ........ 1635 1270 905 540 174

January 15.................................... ........ 1621 1256 891 526 160

February 1.................................. ........ 1604 1239 874 509 143

February 15.................................. ........ 1590 1225 860 495 129

March 1........................................ ........ 1576 1211 846 480 115

March IS.................................;.... ........ 1562 1197 832 466 101

April 1.......................................... ........ 1545 1180 815 449 84

April 15........................................ ........ 1531 1166 801 435 70

May 1............................................ ........ 1515 1150 785 419 54

May 15.......................................... ........ 1501 1136 771 405 40

June 1............................................ ........ 1484 1119 754 388 23

June 15.......................................... ........ 1470 1105 740 374 9

July 1............................................ 1819 1454 1089 724 358

July 15.......................................... 1805 1440 1075 710 344

August 1...................................... 1788 1423 1058 693 327

August 15.................................... 1774 1409 1044 679 313

September 1..... :.......................... 1757 1392 1027 662 296

September 15.............................. 1743 1378 1013 648 282

October 1...................................... 1727 1362 997 632 266

October 15.................................... 1713 1348 983 618 252

Kovember 1................................ 1696 1331 966 6~I 235

November 15.............................. 1682 1317 952 587 221

December 1.................................. 1666 1301 936 571 205

December 15................................ 1652 1287 922 557 191

H there were ever any chance for the assemblage to be had,
the Civil \Var prevented it. I\1orris had high hopes, if we
may judge from one of his statements to the membership:

"At the organization of the Conservator's Association, June 24, 1860,
it was agreed that the limit of the existence of the society should be

five years. Also that June 24, 1865, has been set apart for a great
Assemblage of the Conservators at some central point, where they
shall form mutual acquaintances, compare views, decide upon mooted
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points, witness a thorough exhibit of the work, partake of a Grand
Banquet and then bid each other farewell.

"What a meeting it will be! At least one thousand (perhaps thrice
that number) may be expected to attend. No event in the history of
Masonry equals it in interest and importance. Let every Conversator
begin to lay up the necessary funds for expenses. Not one member
should be absent. Come prepared to speak or to hear. Let music,
poetry, eloquence, sanctify the occasion. Oh, that we may live to be
present and enjoy the scene."

But :Morris, while offering, at the "Grand Assemblage of
1865" an opportunity for saying farewell, had deep within
his heart a desire to continue the association even after the
assemblage, for in the same circular above quoted, we read:

"Continuing the Conservator's Society-we invite suggestions as to
the best mode of continuing the Conservator's Association after June,
1865. Some are in favor of organizing again upon the present plan."

Requirements for membership were fully set out in the
preliminary circulars issued by l\forris. Each member of the
Conservators might name, or nominate, one member in each
lodge in his vicinity. Sometimes, for good reason, this was
extended to more than one. Nominations were submitted to
the Chief Conservator for approval. Sometimes they were
submitted to the nearest Deputy Conservator, but in every
instance the Chief Conservator passed upon the nomination.
I f approved, the usual circular letters Nos. 1 and 2 were sent
and membership perfected.

'Morris attempted to secure the photograph and a biograph
ical sketch of each of the members; in each issue of the
"Conservator" appeared notices of the death of members; his
instructions on this point were:

Upon the death of a Conservator, the fact should be communicated
immediately by his associate, or the nearest Conservator, to the Chief
Conservator, who will issue an announcement to all others, stating the
day of death, age, Masonic standing and recorded merits of deceased
as found in the Golden Book of Biographies. * * * Upon receipt of
a funeral notice from the Chief Conservator, it is expected that each
Conservator will address a letter of condolence to the associate of the
deceased and enclose a sprig of evergreen.

The above statement was sufficient excuse for one of
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l\1orris' beautiful poems, "Lines accompanying a Sprig of
Evergreen."

From me to thee, from me to thee,

Each whispering leaf a missive be,

In mystic scent and hue to say

This green and fragrant spray

In emerald green and rich perfume,

To teach of Faith that mocks the tomb,

And link the chain Fidelity

'Twixt, Brother, thee and me!

In distant land, in olden time,

The Acacia bore a mark sublime,

And told to each discerning eye

Of deathless constancy:

So may these green leaves whisper now,

Inform the heart, inspire the vow,

And link the chain Fidelity

'Twixt, Brother, thee and me!



CHAPTER III.

Demand for Uniformity of Ritual.

When the :Masonic fraternity, during the lifetime of George
\Vashington, expressed a desire for a National Grand Lodge,
with Washington as Grand lVlaster, it voiced a desire which
still exists among the great body of the craft today, for a
great national organization of ~fasons and particularly for a
standard system of lectures and degrees.

A National Grand Lodge was never formed; Washington
did not become a Grand .Master, but the idea took firm root
among many active lVlasonic ritualists.

This demand is voiced in an editorial published in the
".Masonic Miscellany and Ladies Literary :Magazine" of
July, 1821, p. 378:

We have long been of opinion that some step ought to be taken to
produce a uniformity of work, and a union of feeling among the
Masonic Lodges throughout the United States. The fact cannot be
denied, and need not be concealed, that a difference, in details at least,
if not essentials, is often to be found in the workings of different
lodges. It is time that a greater degree of uniformity was introduced:
it is time that less jealousy existed in different parts of the country,
respecting the forms adopted in their respective Lodges. We are all
brethren of the same fraternity: if errors have in any instance crept
in among us, we ought to be willing to listen to those who are willing
to expose them to us, and teach us how to correct them. We ought to
be anxious to adopt a uniform, correct, and systematic mode of work
and not be so blindly devoted to our own habits as to mistake the
errors and defects which have prevailed among us for ancient and
essential landmarks of the order.

We know no measure so well calculated to promote the important
object to which we have alluded and to cement the fraternity throughout
this extensive republic, as the establishment of a common head, to
which all might appeal and acknowledge a common responsibility.
The practicability and usefulness of such an institution has been proved
by the successful establishment and favorable tendency of the General
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, whose jurisdiction is so extensive with
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the union. We are aware that efforts have been made to establish a
General Grand Lodge, and that various obstacles and impediments have
hitherto rendered those efforts ineffectual. But would not be thus
easily discouraged. "Time, patience and perseverance may accomplish
all things."

A National Grand Lodge may and ought to be established, and
whatever opposition may now be made to it, we are confident that when
once it should be placed in successful operation, its utility and pro
priety would be universally admitted.

It is hardly necessary at present to enter into the details of the
plan we would recommend. The construction of the General Grand
Chapter might serve as a model. The four principal officers of the
Grand Lodge of each state or their proxies should constitute the mem
bers of the General Grand Lodge, and its meetings might be held in
Washington City, or some other central and convenient place, as
often as might be deemed expedient.

We throw out these hints for the deliberate consideration of our
.brethren throughout the union and we hope that every prejudice, local
jealousy, and illiberal feeling, if any such have a place in the breasts
of Masons, will be dissipated and no longer furnish impediments to
the adoption of a measure fraught, more perhaps than any other, to
promote the permanent prosperity of the craft in the United States.

The next number of the magazine contained an account of
an informal gathering held in Washington, ~1arch 9, 1822;
for the purpose of laying the foundations for a National Grand
Lodge:

Our readers will recollect, that, in our last, we urged the expediency
of establishing a General Grand Lodge for the United States. We did
not, at that time, know that any measures had been taken or were in
contemplation at the seat of the national government, for the accom
plishment of this important object. We are happy, however, now to
state that a meeting of Masons has been held at Washington City, and
preliminary steps taken, which we trust, will eventually end in the
establishment of an institution, eminently calculated to promote the
interests of the fraternity in these United States. The following brief
statements of facts is all for which we have room in our present num
ber, but in our next we will endeavor to introduce something further on
the subject.

Pursuant to a notice, published in the National Intelligencer, a num
ber of members of the Society of Freemasons from various parts of
the United States, composed of Members of Congress and strangers,
assembled at the Capitol, in the City of Washington, March 9th, 1822.
Brother Thomas R. Ross was appointed Chairman and Bro. William
Davlington, Members of Congress, of Penn., Secretary, and it was
unanimously
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"Resolved, That in the opinion of this meeting, it is expedient for
the General interests of Freemasonry, to constitute a General Grand
Lodge of the United States.

"Reso!'l'ed, That it be proposed to the several Grand Lodges in the
United States to take the subject into their consideration, at their
next annual Communications, and that, if they approved of the forma
tion of a General Grand Lodge, it be recommended to them to appoint
one or more delegates, to assemble in the City of Washington, on the
second Monday in February next, to agree on the organization of
such Grand Lodge.

({Resolved, That if two-thirds of the Grand Lodges within the United
States concur in the propriety of establishing a General Grand Lodge,
it be recommended to them to instruct their representatives to proceed
to the formation of a constitution of a General Grand Lodge, to be
subsequently submitted .to the several Grand Lodges in the Union for
their ratification, and which, being ratified by a majority of them.
shall be henceforth binding on all the Grand Lodges assenting thereto.

I'Resolved, That the Most Worshipful John Marshall of Virginia.
Henry Clay of Kentucky, William H. Winder of Maryland, William S.
Cardell of New York, Joel Abbot of Georgia, John Holmes of Maine,
Henry Baldwin of Pennsylvania, John H. Eton of Tennessee, William
W. Seaton of Washington, Christopher Rankin of Mississippi, Thomas
R. Ross of Ohio, H. G. Burton of North Carolina and the Rev. Thad
dius M. Harris, D. D. of Massachusetts be, and they hereby are, ap
pointed a committee to open correspondence with the respective Grand
Lodges within the United States, and to take such measures therein,
as they may deem expedient to carry the aforesaid resolutions into
effect."

This committee issued a circular letter which was for
warded to all Grand Lodges; it is probable that the letter was
prepared by Henry Clay of Kentucky:

"Circular Letter of the Committee appointed by the Convocation of
Masons held at Washington City, March 9, 1822.

"The Committee, in compLying with the above resolutions, are
aware that a meeting of individual Masons, however. respectable in
number and character, could delegate no regular authority in behalf of
the Masonic body; and if they could it was unnecessary. This paper
will therefore be understood, as it is intended, a proceeding, originating
in the necessity of the case to adopt some mode by which the general
views of Masons in the different states of the American Union may
be ascertained.

"The history of the Masonic Institution shows that, though established
among various nations, it was, in each country, confined to a com
paratively small number. The jurisdiction exercised by Grand Lodges,
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like most every exertion of power or of moral influence, was concen
trated in different capital cities.

The subordinate Lodges were few in number, and their connection
with the supreme head was very direct. Till within a recent period
it is believed no great number of lodges have been united under a single
jurisdiction. The art of printing and other causes have produced great
changes in the condition of the world, and these causes have operated
in their full proportion on the society of Freemasons.

The sphere of civilization is greatly enlarging its boundaries; in
tellectual attainments and the influence of moral operations, are taking
the place of brute force; known principles and laws are recognized and
the advantages of cut-throated reason are shared by an increased popula
tion of mankind. Under these circumstances Masonry has been ex
tended and its lodges so multiplied as to make their proper conduct
a subject of much interest to the friends of the society.

There are two points which at once present themselves iri the con
nection with the idea of establishing a General Grand Lodge of the
United States.

The first is to acquire in a correspondence with foreign nations an
elevated stand for Masonry of this country; to unite with them in
maintaining its general principles in their purity; and, secondly, to
preserve between our own states, that uniformity in work and that ac
ti.ve interchange of good officers which would be difficult, if not im
possible, by other means.

The committee do not presume to instruct their brethren in the nature
of an institution in which they have a common interest. They are
governed by a few plain considerations known to all who have attended
to the subject. The antiquity of the Masonic society, extended so
far beyond all other human associations seizes the attention, and the
mind is naturally impressed with feelings of interest for an institution
transmitted to us through the long train of a hundred ages. Time,
which destroys all perishable things, seems to have consolidated the
pillars of this moral temple. We contemplate the long catalogue of
excellent men who have been equally the supporters of Masonry and
the ornaments of human nature, and, we say, almost unconsciously, that
the present generation with all its lights must not tarnish the name
of an institution consecrated by so many circumstances calculated to
endear it to the mind of a good man.

Without making invidious comparisons between the United States
and other portions of the world, there are some great considerations
of responsibility which our intelligent citizens, accustomed to reflect
on the affairs of nations cannot overlook. The Masons of the United
States in character as such, have their full share of this moral re
sponsibility. They will consider their institution as one of the great
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social causes to allay lc::>w-minded jealousies between nations at peace;
and in war to mitigate the horrors which it cannot avert. While they
offer their gratitude to a beneficent providence for their own bless
ings, they will not be regardless of their obligations to their brethren
through the world.

These ·reflections drawn from the external circumstances of Masonry
are strengthened by the consideration of its intrinsic nature. The foun
dation is fixed in its social feelings and the best principles of the hu
man mind. Its maxims are the lessons of virtue reduced to practical
application.

It stands opposed to sordidness; to a jealous or revengeful tem
per; to all the selfish and malevolent passions; it coincides with the
highest motives of patriotism, the most expanded philanthropy, and con
centrates all its precepts in reverence to the divine Creator, and good
will to man.

The United States are supposed to contain near 30,000 Freemasons.
They are generally in the vigor of manhood, and capable of much ac
tive usefulness. Notwithstanding the abuses in some places by admis
sion of unworthy members, they are, as a body above mediocrity in
character and talent. It becomes an interesting question how the en
ergies of this body can be best combined to give effect to the bene
volent design of their association. From causes which need no ex
planation the Masonic jurisdiction in this country has taken its form
from political divisions. The modification which it has undergone from
the spirit of our civil institutions has its benefits and defects. Each of
our state jurisdictions is supreme within itself. Whatever collisions
may exist; whatever abuses; whatever departures from the correct
standard in principles or rules; whatever injury to the common cause;
there is no mode assigned to obviate the wrongs which it is the interest
of all to prevent. There is no provision for a systematic interchange
of Masonic intelligence. In one or two instances there are already
two or more Grand Lodges in the same state, each claiming superior
jurisdiction, and with no acknowledged boundaries between them.

Will not these evils increase as our population becomes more dense,
unless means be seasonably used to guard against them? Is the dif
ference now prevailing between the diferent states an evil which calls
for remedy? Every good Mason must work chiefly for harmony of
the general institution; for the society is so formed that no par
ticular part, however meritorious by itself can continue to prosper
if the body at large is brought into disgrace. Is the Masonry of our
country at present a great arch without a keystone? Is it not in danger
of falling? Are not many of the books which are published in the
name of the Masonic institution derogatory to its character and in
terest?

It is not the design of the committee to enter into arguments on
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on the
to any
Seaton,

John H. Eaton
William W. Seaton
Christopher Rankin
Thomas R. Ross
H. G. Burton.

this subject; nor to lay down their own opinions as a guide to those
better able to judge; but to proceed to the only duty required of them
to perform. According to the preceding resolution the committee
are to submit the question whether it be expedient that a Grand Lodge
of the United States be formed; and secondly, to request those Grand
Lodges which approve that object, to appoint delegates to meet at
Washington, on the second Monday of February next, to take such
measures as may be deemed most proper for the organization of
such General Grand Lodge.

It is requested that this letter may not be published in newspapers;
but to be submitted to the several Grand Lodges, and distributed among
Masons as a subject concerning the affairs of their own body.

If the information furnished to the committee should render it ex
pedient perhaps another letter may be forwarded, giving a statement
of such facts as may be interesting to be known, previous to the final
decision on the course to be taken.

An answer is requested with a free expression of opinion
subject of this communication, such answer may be directed
member of the .committee, or, in particular to William W.
Esq., \Vashington.

Henry Clay
William H. Winder
William S. Cardell
Joel Abbot
John Holmes
Henry Baldwin

(Note: This circular was not signed by the Rev. Thaddius M. Har
ris, D. D., of Washington, nor John Marshall of Virginia, who were
appointed on this committee.)

The appeal fell on deaf ears; those in official position
did not take kindly to the suggestion and one jurisdiction after
another took action unfavorable to any further conventions
-New York, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, and many others voted
adversely. Nothing was accomplished by the 1822 conven
tion more than to draw attention to differences in ritual and
lack of cohesion among the various grand lodges of the United
States. Then came the ~lorgan affair and Freemasonry had
all it could do to protect its immediate interests.

Later Conventions.

The IR22 convention was followed by several conventions,
more or less important, principal of which was the cele-
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brated Baltimore Convention of 1843 which arranged the
"Baltimore Work," prepared a monitor, and set up the first
national standard of 11asonic work. :Morris attacked the
Baltimore Convention very bitterly, but doubtless his attention
was drawn to the necessity of a standard work through such
conventions as that at Baltimore.

Each state, then as now, had its "work." Each state's work.
then as now, was also the "only true work." VVe hear of the
Preston work, the Webb work, the Barney work, the Snow
work, the Wilson work, and many others; the rivalry of these
itinerant lecturers probably explains the varied rituals in use
today. 110rris favored the Preston work as disseminated by
Webb; 1110st of the lec~urers agreed that the Preston work
was the standard, but some disagreed as to \-\Tebb's work
being identical with that of Preston.

Tn arguing for a standard work, :Morris said:

vVhat advantage is it to the Masons of a jurisdiction that all the
lodges of that state work alike, if at the same time their work dif
fers from other states? What advantage, for instance, is it to the
craft in Pennsylvania, to have a uniform work among the lodges of that
state, when it is known that no other part of the Masonic world agrees
with Pennsylvania? A Pennsylvania Mason cannot travel or work as
such. The true idea of Masonic uniformity is a system that is rec
ognized everywhere, and all legislation of Grand Lodges that looks
to anything else than this, is specious, temporary, and unwise; liable to
change, and only fit to be changed. Many of the Grand Lodges have
changed their work half a dozen times. How can we respect a body
of Masons so whimsical in their ideas? ·'It is not in the power of any
man or body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry;"
yet almost every Grand Lodge has done it in its legislation upon work.

The Miniature 110nitor contained a seventeen page preface
which was an argument for uniformity of work. It was the
work of 1forris and represented his opinion:

No proposal made the Masonic fraternity ever receives such favor
as that of communicating to them correct rituals leading to uniformity
of work. The establishment of Masonic Libraries, building of Masonic
Halls, endowing of Masonic Colleges, and the like, each of which,
in its turn, has occupied the minds of the Craft, and the attention and
resources of the Grand Lodges of America, fail to command permanent
interest, because they do not reach what the Brotherhood deems the
essential want of Masonry. But when the offer is that of something
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which will enable every Brother "to travel into foreign countries and
receive wages" as a Mason; when, in other words, it is proposed to in
struct the brotherhood in those essential technicalities which distinguish
this from all other institutions, and give the key to higher attainments,
if we choose to seek them, the avidity with which the proposal is ac
cepted by the body of the craft, proves that the tenderest chord of
Masonic desire has been touched.

William Preston began a reformation in Rituals in London, Eng
land, about the year 1775. He collected the fragments of the old
Rituals then accessible to his hand, fragments made up of fine old
Saxon-English, and each a polished block of the ancient symbolic
Temple, put them in a masterly style together, and taught them to the
lodges and brethren as they would receive them. His success was re
markable. Within twenty years, nearly all the Lodges in England,
likewise those in the neighboring jurisdictions of Ireland and Scot
land, accepted his views, adopted his Rituals, and thus practically
secured a uniformity in work. So tenaciously have those Lodges ad
hered to Preston's simple, ancient and beautiful system of Rituals,
that in Ireland and Scotland, to this day, no serious innovations upon
them have ever been permitted, but an American Mason who is ex
pert in the system, as perpetuated by the pupils of Webb in this
country, finds himself practically at home in the halls and the work
ings of Ireland and Scotland. And in England, although for nearly
fifty years the "United Grand Lodge" of that jurisdiction has, by
law, enforced its newer and more ornate course of Rituals upon its
subjects, the love of the old and genuine Work is not yet eradicated,
nor its practice entirely lost.

Thomas Smith Webb acquired the Rituals of Preston about the year
1795. Preparing a hand-book to accompany them, which he called
"The Freemasons Monitor," he began a career of instruction which
continued until his death, in 1819, and produced marvels of uniformity
not inferior to those that had marked the career of his master. With
the exception of Pennsylvania, every Grand Lodge jurisdiction adopted
his teachings. Aided and strengthened by a host of zealous co-la
borers, Cross, Barney, Cushman, Fowle, Vinton, and others, he

carried his ideas into every Grand and Subordinate Lodge with a force
and vigor that were irresistible.

His death, however, like the death of Alexander rdeased his
lieutenants from their allegiance to him and his views, and each,
with the common instinct of humanity which prompts us to desire to
beget offspring for ourselves, began to change and innovate to his
own taste. Thus it followed that the terms "Cross Work," "Barney
Work," "Cushman Work," and the like, soon began to usurp that
of the "Prestonian Work," and soon confusion became worse con
founded. In fact, all the evils which had afflicted the Lodges prior to
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the masterly efforts of Webb were restored, and the "Morgan War
fare" of 1826 to 1836 while it brought great mischief to the Craft,
brought one thing that was good, viz: the stopping labor of nearly
that whole group of Lecturers.

In 1858, a third attempt at general uniformity was commenced by
the writer of this article. Beginning, as his masters did, by putting
together the scattered fragments each polished, perfect, and pure, of the
old systems, which bear date prior to Preston, prior to Anderson,
and go back to a period to which the mind of man runneth not con
trary, and taking the same step which Preston and Webb inaugurated,
of imparting the system first to learned and zealous individuals, and
thus securing their co operation, the work was first presented to and
adopted by the Grand Lodge of Iowa in 1860, and by the Committee
on Work of the Grand Lodge of Indiana, and the Grand Lodge of
North Carolina, the same year. It was rehearsed in the Grand Lodge
of Kentucky in the sessions of 1859 and 1860, where it met marked
favor. It has been introduced, through private instrumentalities, into
nearly every Grand Lodge jurisdiction during 1859, 1860 and 1861, and
promises, ere five years expire, to become as it was in 1819, the uni·
form work (with one exception) in this country.

The manner of teaching inaugurated by Preston and followed by
Webb, was, so far as it may be explained to the public, as follows: The
learner was first enjoined to commit to memory a catechism, or form
of questions and answers for each Degree. These number, in all,
three hundred and one. A considerable portion of the answers being
of an exoteric character (that is, conveying none of the essential
secrets of Masonry. except to those minds that possess the initiate's
key to them), they were printed in aid of the memory in Preston's
Illustrations and Webb's Monitor. When this could not properly be
done, emblems or symbols were used as picture language, equally plain
to the initiate, but less so to the profane. These symbols in the earlier
times, were grouped together in the order of their use, and painted
upon "Floor Cloths," of "Carpets" but more recently inserted, in the
form of engravings, in the Monitor itself, as a matter of convenience.

This catechism being committed to memory, the learner was sup
posed to possess the method of work, that is, the drill and drama,
or c~remony, of Masonry, which was made literally to conform to the
Lectures. Thus, no material innovation could be introduced without
changing the language and order of the Lectures.

The same method is adopted in the present attempt at general uni
formity of work. Learners are furnished with all the legitimate aids
to the memory, the Monitor, the symbols and emblems, and enjoined,
first of all, to commit to memory the Lectures. This being done, the
remainder is easy; the responses of the officers and the opening drill
being all that require special instruction. To work the degrees, then,
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is only a matter of practice-elegance, dignity, and precision follow
with infallible certainty. The whole business of Blue Lodge Masonry
does not demand more than ten minutes per day for the space of a year
to perfect the brother, and render his services available to any position
in the lodge.

The great advantages of uniformity of Work throughout this large
country are apparent to all. In an age when every man is a traveler,
an institution originally designed for travelers, should be universal
in its mode of examination, or it is of no account. The ten thousand
innovations recently introduced are so many obstacles to travel. They
daily embarrass, hinder, and prevent good Masons from visiting
lodges, thus depriving them of the highest privilege known to Masonry.
A return to a uniform system, and that the old system, will restore
this precious privilege, ~et the whole Brotherhood upon the study of
Masonic ritualism, and create a oneness of sentiment and aim, which
at present does not exist. A thousand lodges in the United States
are now (March, 1861) learning this work, the old work of Preston
and Webb. A large number of the most learned, devoted, and in
fluential members of the fraternity, living in every jurisdiction have
set themselves to the task of acquiring, that they may disseminate it,
and success is quite as sure, and will be even more speedy, than in
the days of which we have spoken.



CHAPTER IV.

Robert lUorris-Chief of the Conservators.

Who was Robert 1\10rris, Chief of the Conservators, and
what were his 1\1asonic connections which enabled him to se
cure the support of so many active and influential 'Masons
for his association?

Morris was born August 31, 1818, and was, at the time of
the organization of the Conservators, but forty-two years of
age; he received his Masonic degrees in Oxford Lodge No.
33, Oxford, Mississippi, being initiated l\farch 3, 1845, at
the age of twenty-six. His profession was that of a teacher,
but we find him engaged in various pursuits-civil engineer
ing, geological surveys, military service, and after 1850 en
gaged in the teaching of l\Iasonry in traveling, and lecturing.
He visited every section of the United States, and, it is said,
at the time was known personally to more 1\1asons than any
man living or dead.

A biographical sketch of ,Morris, written by a friend says:
Brother Morris will be long remembered by his publication of "The

Universal Masonic Library" and his efforts to bring about a uniform
system of work, according to the original Webb-Preston standard, but
his labors for Masonry have taken such a variety of directions, and
shaped so many minds in all, that the mere catalogue would fill a
page. He was the first to publish an American Masonic Jurisprudence;
the first to publish an American History; the first i~ Masonic Belles
Lettres; the first in Masonic Biographical Sketches; the first to es
tablish National Masonic Schools of Instruction, and the first to pre
pare and send abroad a pupil to investigate the workings of Masonry
in foreign countries. In some of these he has been followed (at a
marked distance) by contemporary writers. In others he stands in
imitable.

As a ritualist, Brother Morris early set himself to the discovery
of the pure and genuine work. This was a task of exceeding dif
ficulty. Upon the death of Thomas Smith Webb, in 1819, who was
the ritualist of this country par-excellence-every lecturer gave loose
run to fancy, and in a few years great changes were made. The
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power of the anti-Masonic excitement of 1826-1836, broke down three
fourths of all the lodges in the United States, and so depressed the
remainder, that little or no wQrk was done in conferring degrees
for ten years and upwards. Thus it followed, that upon the revival
of Masonry, most of the leading Masons had forgotten the rituals,
and had few resources, save imperfect memory. Those who were for
tunate enough to have preserved manuscript notes were a little in
advance of the others, but few who have taken charge of lodges since
1836, can show just claims to the possession of a systematic and com
plete course of work and lectures.

Brother Morris' method of securing the ancient and genuine work
was characteristic of' his thorough-going and indefatigable mind. He
began in 1848 to confer, either personally or by correspondence, with
every elderly Mason known to have been bright in his earlier days,
and has kept up the practice to the present day, until there is not a
Mason livi1).g in the United States (or who has lived here during that
period), but what has been applied to in this way. These inquiries
have reference to all the esoteric workings of Masonry, and to lecture,
ceremony, and usage, from the largest and most striking arts, parts,
and points, down to the minutest details. It is almost incredible what
an amount of correspondence was necessary for this. The epistles of
inquiry and response number thousands. For such slight matters
as the difference between "willingly" and "wittingly," "turbulent"
and "treacherous," "shall" and "should," and the like (matters in
themselves unimportant, save as perfecting the details of a great sys
tern), hundreds of letters have been addressed to as many of the
craftsmen, who for their age, experience, or opportunity, were sup
posed to possess light upon this subjct. There are about 2500 in
dividual words in the Webb lectures, every important one of which
has undergone the ordeal of reference to dictionaries, the writings
of Spenser, Bunyan and Shakespeare, the Bible, the oldest Masonic
writings, and to the memory of aged and experienced Masons.

Personally, Brother Morris has conferred with more than 50,000
Masons, having visited nearly 2,000 lodges. He has visited nearly
every Grand Lodge in the United States and Canada. Traveling
year after year, and lecturing almost every day, he has familiarized
himself with the numerous varieties of the work, lectures, and Ma
sonic usages known to the craft, and being used from childhood to
keeping notes, he has committed to writing, so far as the usages of
Masonry permit, whatever has struck his observation.

On perfecting the system he teaches-known as the Webb-Preston
system-Brother Morris has combined whatever the recollections or
manuscripts of Masons-living or dead-afford him. He early dis
covered that while no two Masons agree in every "art, point and
part," all agree in a portion. This formed the basis or foundation.
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Of the authenticity of this no one could doubt. Having secured a
foundation he laid block upon block upon it, weighing and averaging
each by comparison of a thousand memories, epistolary collections and
old notes, memoranda and manuscripts of which his library is full,
taking critical care, too, that each block agrees in philology, and ra
tionale with those beneath it, until in October, 1846, he conceived
his work complete. .

Since then it has been adoptcd by the Grand Lodges of Iowa, In
diana, Ncbraska, and North Carolina, in ample form. It is the only
work acknowledged as such in Kentucky; Michigan and Alabama, in
eff~ct, have it. Vermont has it. New Jersey, Rhode Island, Illinois
and Connecticut have it nearly in perfection, and other states are fast
acquiring it. Through private instrumentalities, wherein the wisest,
most learned, zealous, experienced and intelligent members of the or
der are concerned, it promises in a few years to become the na
tional work of this great country.

At the annual' Communication of the Grand Lodge of
Kentucky, held in Lexington, Ky.. October 11, 1858, Robert
Morris was elected Grand Master. Grant, in his "History of
Freemasonry in Kentucky" tells us that he remembers see
ing :l\Jorris preside over the 1839 communication of his Grand
Lodge at Louisville, clad in full dress and wearing a pair
of white kid gloves.

The Kentucky History tells us that l\/Iorris was born near
Boston, l\1assachusetts, August 31, 1818. and dieci at his resi
dence in LaGrange, Kentucky, July 31, 1888, where an im
posing granite shaft, erected by his brethren, marks the spot
where all that was mortal of the Chief Conservator was buried.
During his lifetime he became a member of both York and
Scottish Rites, although never receiving the 33° of the Scottish
Rite.

He was an editor and publisher of :l\Iasonic books and
magazines and wrote many beautiful l\Jasonic poems, includ
ing the well known "When we meet upon the level and part
upon the square." In recognition of his poetic ability, he
was crowned Poet Laureate of Freemasonry in New York
City, in December, 1884. He was the author of a ritual of
the Order of the Eastern Star anel is popularly known as the
founder of that organization.

He was an enthusiastic numismatist; he traveled extensive-
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ly and visited the Holy Land on two occasions, paying par
ticular attention to those localities having ~lasonic significance.
He lectured much, and his addresses met with a most favorable
reception because of his wide experience and travel. While
in Jerusalem, he established a lodge of Freemasons, having
received the necessary authority for its establishment from
the Grand Lodge of Canada. He was, for a time, President of
the Masonic College at LaGrange, Kentucky, having had
previous experience along this line in Sylvan Academy, Ox
ford, :Mississippi.

One of his brethren in Kentucky had the following to say
of his character:

As a business man he was not successful, in the sense of ac
cumulating means. He was liberal to lavishness, and not infrequently
divided or gave his last penny to some one who asked assistance.

He was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church and pursued his
Biblical and classical studies to the last. He was a good man and
a kind one, and Masonry's loss was great when he died.

He married Charlotte Mendenhall of Athens, Alabama, who with
six children and numerous grand children survived him.

As a Grand l\1aster. ~'forris had a successful year; he wrote
and distributed a "History of Freemasonry in Kentucky to
1858." He received $300 (and reports state that he fully
earned it). He rendered almost a hundred decisions, all of
which were approved in substance, although many were years
in advance of the general opinion of the time.

The historian of his Grand Lodge said of his address:
He ridiculed the absurd attempts at tinkering with the Constitution

by the inexperienced (*) and recommended the adoption of the Webb
work and lectures, also a disapproval of the numerous and increasing
innovations.

(* ) Yet he made changes in and additions to the ritual which he
published in his Mnemonics, and admitted to me he had done so.

As Grand l\1aster, he suspended a :l\faster of a lodge who
expressed the belief that "the Bible was a good sort of a his
tory, not sacred." In this suspension, he was not supported by
the Jurisprudence committee. He may have been the in
spiration of the Committee on Work who reported:

Discrepancies in the work were numerous and dangerous; lodges
were without any system; had made many departures from the
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ancient text; there was absolute necessity of arresting the progress
of so alarming an evil and the Webb lectures were unhesitatingly rec
ommended as orthodox and ancient.

The historian in writing the above statement said of the
use of the words "ancient text:" "Oh, 'ancient' what ab
surdities are perpetrated in thy name?" The resolutions
adopting the work of vVebb were concurred in, but the words
"as taught by Morris" were stricken out.

:Morris as Chief Conservator, received the condemnation of
his own Grand Lodge; he had written a letter claiming that
"the prompt and admirable unanimity with which the Grand
Lodges of Kentucky * * * had endorsed the Webb work * * *
are so many evidences of its adaptedness to the present wants
of l\fasons." The committee declared the statement to be
"disingenuous and calculated to deceive" and that it "placed
the Grand Lodge of Kentucky in a false position."

Strange to relate, the Grand Lodge of Kentucky purchaserl
the original plates of :Morris' "l\1nemonics" for $180.00 fol
lowing his death, and placed them in the hands of its library
committee.

While condemned for his part in the Conservator matter,
the Grand Lodge of his adopted state recognized the ability
of the man and paid him appropriate tribute after his decease.



CHAPTER v.

Mnemonics.

.:\Juch of the objection directed against the Conservators
was due to their use of the volume of H:\Inemonics" (pro
nounced nee-mon-iks), which was nothing less than the l\T a
sonic. work and lectures in code. To the l\fason of those days
it was heresy of the worst type, for l\Iasonic tradition wa~

that no part of the secret work of the fraternity should ever
be committed to printed form. It was true that for over
a hundred years exposures had been printed and given wide
circulation, particularly following the l\Iorgan episode, but
these had been printed by those antagonistic to the fraternity,
but here were codes being printed and distributed by those high
up in the councils of the craft.

A copy of the volume was supplied to each member of the
Conservator Association. The publishing of this official
volume was not the first effort of :Morris to spread the
ritual by means of a secret code, for in 1858 or 1839, l\Iorris
had tried out the plan by sending copies of the l\Iasonic
catechism to certain of his friends.

A copy of the first attempt to use the code is in the library
of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, having been sent to Theodore
S. Parvin. one of the most active l\fasons in Iowa and the
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge. Parvin, in speaking of
this attempt, said:

This copy of the first edition of the Mnemonics by Rob Morris
was sent me by letter in 1859. The letter said that he had had it litho
graphed, struck off fifty copies and then destroyed the plates. That
they were truly for a (illegible) -----. One I knew was sent to L. 1.
Coulter, J. M. Griffith and J: (?) R. Nor----( ?). This copy loaned
to W. B. Langridge, in whose possession the 1st and 2d pages were
partially burned; after he had copied it; the ~lS pages 1 & 2 are from
his copy and by himself.

The lithographed matter consisted of 18 pages of hiero-



~INEMONICS 41

glyphics and letters and contained only the catechism of the
three Craft degrees. They were evidently popular although
clandestine; the eagerness with which they were sought may
have been the cause of l\lorris' engaging in their wider dis
tributio.n through the means of the Association which he later
formed.

:\Jorris, in a letter to the Conservators in 1866 spoke of the
earlier l\lnemoniCs:

In May, 1857, visiting that truly great man and Mason, Philip C.
Tucker, Grand Master of Vermont, he informed me that there was
a set of notes in the hands of an old brother named Samuel Willson,
and offered to introduce me to him.

From Willson I borrowed and copied these notes. To my surprise
and delight, I found them coincident in forty-nine parts out of fifty,
with the patchwork which I had been so long in forming. Willson
knew very little of the work, and was scarcely able to read his own
notes with certainty, but the pedigree given of them by Tucker, and
the fact of their agreement with the evidences furnished by so many
others, convinced me of their correctness and on mature reflection,
I decided to adopt them as my own. I prepared a transfer copy of
them in 1858 and presented 250 copies to my friends. This called out
so general an expression of approval that I could no longer hesitate;
and when the Book of Mnemonics was prepared in 1860, it was done
upon the basis of these notes.

The second edition of iVlnemonics was more pretentious
than his first edition and consisted of 135 pages of the hiero
glyphics-a volume approximately 3xS inches and bound in
blue cardboard cover. l\ilorris is our authority for the num
ber of these which were printed and circulated. The state
ment quoted above, written by l\1orris continues:

Some 3,000 copies have been distributed, and a whole generation
of Freemasons instructed from its pages. This is the history of the
so-called "Webb-Preston Notes," of which you have a copy. The
most searching investigations into the antiquity of these notes have
been made and proved satisfactory. Their agreement with the pub
lications of Preston and \Vebb, with the acknowledged emblems of
Blue Lodge M,asonry, with the Holy Writings, and with the old
English authors generally-their collation with other old manuscripts
which are continualty turning up among the papers of the venerable
fathers of Masonry-their rehearsal before lodges and grand lodges,
where grey-headed Masons have made known their approval-all
this served to convince me of their gen~ineness and value. And, after
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twenty years of research. I am now bold to affirm that, if the "Webb
Preston Work" which the Conservators teach, is not the old system,

'then there is no such thing as old work in existence in this country.
In 1859 we sent that highly accomplished Mason, Elisha D. Cook, to
Europe, where he diligently studied the subject of rituals for two
years, and he certifies to the accuracy and accordance of our work
with the best systems in the old lodges of Ireland and Scotland.

The \Vebb l\Jonitor was the standard monitor of the time;
it had run into several editions. Cross had issued a monitor.
:Morris found it necessary to issue his own Monitor, pat
terned after that of \Vebb and containing numbered passages
corresponding to numbers in his "Mnemonics. The monitor
was published at the expense of the association but was not
included in the fee charged for membership in the Conser
vators. It was a book of 176 pages, having an .article upon
"Uniformity of Work" as a preface, the literal text of Webb's
l\10nitor of the three craft degrees, the funeral service and
the installation service. It was sold by mail at a price of SOc
per copy or $4 per dozen; in quantities of one hundred or
more they could be obtained at cost-$20 per hundred. Morris
tells us that its great merit to Conservators "Consists in an
arrangement by which all the passages that compose parts of
the \Vebb Lectures are printed in italic, and every paragraph
and emblem is numbered to correspond with the numbering
of the questions in Webb's Lectures. These figures do not di
vulge any of the hidden mysteries of :Masonry."

l\fnemonics is referred to in an indirect way in the cir
cular issued by l\forris describing the proposed method of dis
seminating the work and lectures. "It is the same" said Mor
ris "As was employed by the Grand Lodge of England in 1728
when :Masonry was introduced into France; in 1733 when
:Masonry was introduced into America; in 1795 when Pres
ton transmitted his work and lectures to the United States;
by Thomas Smith 'Vebb. during the 24 years that he was en
gaged in promulgating this system; and by every Grand Lec
hIrer whose name has become historical. It is a method prac
tical, lawful. easy and sure."

In the index, supplied each Conservator were instructions
how to find the various sections and degrees, citing the page,
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line and column. These sections (we do not give the paging,
lines or columns) were listed as follows:

Lodge in the First Degree: To congregate; to purge; to tyle; to
lecture; to open.

Lodge in the Second Degree: To congregate; to purge; to tyle;
to lecture; to open.

Lodge in the Third Degree: To congregate; to purge; to tyle;
to lecture; to open; to call the lodge from labor to refreshment in
either degree; to call the craft from refreshment to labor in either
degree; to close the lodge upon any degree; to examine a visitor.

In the conferring of the three degrees we find listed a more
detailed index. The circular also contained the methods of
reading the cipher which were very complex, and of which
the followi~g is a sample:

Up to and including page the matter is read perpendicularly-
up in the lecture and down in the work; but from and including page
--- to the end, it is read horizontally-from left to right.

Up to and including page ......, the work is found only in those
columns having a stroke figure over them. In these columns the
work reads down to the separatrix and then skips to the next column
so headed. From and including page -_.:. to the end, it is all work,
and every line is read. The mathematical character is invariably at
the end of the answer in the lecture. The hyphen character denotes
the division between question and answer and a new point in the ---
when used in the lectures and serves several useful and easily rec
ognized purposes in the work. Two stars in a column denote the
elision of monitorial matter, the initials of which, immediately precede
and follow this compound character. Fill up the blanks by referring
to the monitor. As the letter --- has not been used for a word repre
sentative, it has been employed in the work for the name of the lodge;
the two ciphers represent its number.

Degree 1, Sec. 1, has 56 questions and answers; Sec. 2, 18; Sec. 3,
44; Degree 2, Sec. 1, 38; Sec. 2, 54; Degree 3,' Sec. 1, 38; Sec. 2,
53. The figures at the sides of the pages are to enable you to specify
particular letters while studying the book. The figures at the top
of the page are of two sorts-one class is plain-the other has dashes
over them. The former are of no use whatever except as above;
the latter serve to specify those lines that contain directions of the
work, the drill and the drama. The monitor referred to here, is the
second or stereotyped edition of Morris' \Vebb's Monitor (Cincin
nati, Ohio, 1860).

The whole system is simple enough for the most ordinary com
prehension, and is absolutely complete in itself.
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The degree of Entered Apprentice was referred to as
":Moral Philosophy," the degree of Fellow Craft as "Science"
and the Degree of Master :Masons as "Religion." Nothing
appeared in the volume calculated to lead anyone to believe
that it was a M:asonic volume or that it contained any Ma
sonic references or allusions.

An example of the method used will explain the principle:

(I) (II)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1 T r h b f r t d f 1 9765465-769
2ddvswyiokj 28765432544
3 ocsrnm olg 39678543345
4 easrtyunbf 46565454534
5 avfrdserrt 59824575443
6 imh iuimkl 66789454322
7 dqasertvdr 75345675434
8 lou y g t r e 8 8 9 7 6 5 4 3 2 4 .5
9 nb dresbv 91547658945

10 sop oi po p 10 2534765437

In Table I, reading downward in the first column, we
find the first letter T; we turn to Table II in the same column
and same row and find the figure 9. Here we find it neces
sary to consult the "Spelling Book" which was one of the es
sential features of the Conservator system. The spelling book
contained all of the words in the Masonic ritual, arranged
alphabetically, with each word numbered. On consulting the
letter "T" in the spelling book, and turning to the ninth word,
we find it to be "The" which is the first word. In a similar
manner we might interpret the first column to read "The
degree of entered apprentice is divided into three sections."
(Our reader will understand that the original copy contained'
seventeen columns and twenty-five rows of figures and let
ters instead of the ten shown above.)

In Kentucky, the Grand Lodge early issued an edict against
the use of ":Mnemonics" in any form; many other Grand
Lodges took similar action.' The Grand 1faster of Kentucky
reported in 1865 that one lodge in the jurisdiction would not
fellowship with another because of its using "Conservator
work." The matter was reconciled and the :Master of the
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Lodge reprimanded because he had not surrendered his "Mne
monics" in accordance with the Grand Lodge edict.

l\1any objections were voiced by the membership as to the
authority of the Grand Lodge in demanding the surrender of
private property; H. B. Grant, writing a history 'of Free
masonry in Kentucky voiced the following inquiry:

QUERY: What right had Grand Lodge to require the surrender
of private property? If it could so order the surrender of one book,
might it not claim the same right as to any others~the statutes of
Kentucky, or even the Ho~y Bible-if either were not approved of?

Little is heard of "Mnemonics" after 1865, but in 1889 the
proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky report that the
library was authorized to purchase the Rob Morris "l\!Ine
monics" and plates for the sum of $180. The present where
abouts of the plates are unknown and it is presumed the li
brary committee had them destroyed-for what was illegal for
a member was certainly illegal in a library committee.

The Conservator movement without "J\1nemonics" would
have been a failure; its use was the key to whatever success
it may have had as an organization. Instructors in Masonic
ritual were few; Grand Lecturers were a rarity, and few
Lodges ever received the assistance of qualified instructors;
the brethren were clamoring for some method whereby they.
might become proficient in Masonry.

l\Iorris not only regarded the Mnemonic method of instruc
tion as the most practicable method of instruction but it also
promised to be the cheapest method; it offered a way whereby
any intelligent person might through a minimum of study ac
quire a high degree of perfection. There was little expense
to the association because the fee for membership covered the
cost of printing. Any other method would have required paid
lecturers who would have had to be sent to all parts of the
United States at a time when transportation was not what it
is today.

.To us, the worst that might be said about "Mnemonics" is,
that it was a violation of l\iforris' obligation and his promises
to keep secret the mysteries of the order; any person, au
thorlz'~d or unauthorized who might have had access to the
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circulars, spelling book, and instructions could have read :J,Jne
monies; the 'chances are very much against one's having done
so, because of the great amount of time necessary, but it was
not at all improbable-much less impossible. However, to
day we regard it more as a tempest in a tea-pot and the fra
ternity is in nowise disturbed by the various exposures that
appear from time to time on disreputable news stand shelves.

The Grand l\Jaster of 'Maryland said of the publication:
But what is to be said of the publication of the "Mnemonics" as a

speculation? Does it accord with the lal1dmarks and the laws? Is
it to be admitted that esoteric Masonry can be made the object of
bargaIn and sale in any form whatever? If so, the esoteric character
of the institution must become exoteric, and then what? The land
marks prostrated, the institution so long and faithfully preserved,
must be levelled to the standing of the ordinary associations of the
day, and its sacred territory laid open to the world. Surely the
Masons of Maryland are not prepared for the toleration of such an
enterprise as this. It can hardly be supposed that the brethren of any
jurisdiction can consent to such a levelling and destructive innova
tion. If the landmarks, constitutions and laws of Masonry admit
of such an institution as that of the Conservators, either with or
without the money feature here represented, the fact is unknown to
me. I have not so learned Masonry; nor, do I understand the char
acter of the Masonry of Maryland; if this society of Conservators can
be tolerated a single moment by it.

A Committee on Uniformity of Work in New Hampshire
repm-ted in 1864 attacking the 'Mnemonics on the grounds of
its iuaccuracy; the committee said:

Your committee at an early date, entered into a correspondence with
a revered Mason, Bro. Samuel Wilson, Grand Lecturer of Vermont, to
whom they were referred as a friend of the work, and one able to give
an authentic account of its origin. He writes as follows:

In 1817, John Barney went from this neighborhood in Boston and
learned the lectures and work of \i\lebb and Gleason both. On his re
turn I learned them of him and took them down in cipher, part of
which is in his own hand. I.n 1857 Rob Morris visited Vermont for
the purpose of ascertaining what were the true Webb lectures. P. C.
Tucker introduced Morris to me for the purpose and I loaned him a
copy of my cipher (not my original) and which unfortunately had
several omissions through mistake. In copying this Morris made
several mistakes and misread many passages. In fact, he could never
read it all until I met him in Chicago in 1860, and I think he cannot
read it all nnw. This copy with its blunders and omissions, is the
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text from which the book you refer to (Mnemonics) is taken. In this
copy there were five questions and answers omitted through mistake.
These are important and occur near the end of the second section in
the third degree. The Mnemonics makes but two sections in the third
degree, when every monitor that I ever saw makes three, including
his own. I name these as samples of about fifty errors which I
could point out. I much fear danger from a too profuse supply of
this work.

These statements appear to your committee to establish conclusively
the fact that this work, the adoption of which is urged upon this
Grand Lodge, is entirely unreliable; it is neither Webb's nor Glea
son's, nor Wilson's, nor Barney's; it is Morris', and he cannot read
the original from which it was copied.

The strongest objection urged by many Grand Lodges
against the use of Mnemonics was that it was not the true
work; that it did not conform to that taught by Thomas
Smith Webb nor to that adopted at the Baltimore Convention
of 1843. The New Hampshire committee investigating the
mafter reported that a majority of the Grand Lodges which
had examined the work and its claims had rejected it; many
of the Grand Lodges which possessed the Barney' work had
severely denounced the work. Charles \V. :Moore, prominent
lUassachusetts l\1ason and ritualist, author of the official mon
itor issued following the Baltimore Convention, denounced the
:Morris work.

The New Hampshire Committee said:

The claim of its friends is that "It gives forth no uncertain sound."
Every word is made unmistakably clear by the help of the key to
the ritual. There need no longer be any want of uniformity if this
work be adopted. We are sensible of the great weight of this argu
ment. In reply we would observe that the secrets of Freemasonry,
from time immemorial, have been transmitted by tradition-by oral
communication. Never have they until late years, been entrusted to
written language, ciphers or rituals. Yet it is surprising with what
faithfulness these secrets have been handed down from age to age.
The propriety of any other than purely oral transmission is question
able. So is its expediency. Would it not be better for all Grand
Lodges to return to the ancient customs of our order? Some have
already done so and strictly forbidden the use of any ritual or cipher
whatever. We know the prohibition of all rituals would open the
door for changes and diversities to some extent. If therefore we
yield to the modernizing spirit of the age, let us not go so far as to
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publish our sacred mysteries in a form which any person can readily
decipher after a single moment's explanation, and then strew, broad
cast and offer them for sale. The system of work and lectures as
established by the Grand Lodge can be learned only by the patient
study of days and weeks under the oral instruction of one familiar
with the same. It requires an intimate acquaintance with the practise
and principles of the order to be understood, even by the expert
Mason. Now shall we exchange this for one which may be under
stood after a single moment's instruction, as is the case with Mne
monics? In Vermont where this work has been circulated, a key was
also circulated, exceedingly simple. To check this alarming evil the
Grand Lodge of that state were compelled to pass a resolution,
strictly forbidding the use of all rituals unless sanctioned by the
Grand Lecturer; also forbidding any person to be permitted to lec
ture in the subordinate lodges for the purpose of instruction without
the written authority of the Grand Master or Grand Lecturer. Well
may our esteemed Brother Wilson say: "I fear danger from a too
profuse supply of this work." Again: the verbose and redundant style
of this work, with its long and wordy addresses in our opinion
would form a poor substitute for the simple and beautiful phraseology
of our own ritual.

\\Thile a large part of the objections made against "l\1ne
monies" was leveled against it on the ground that its publica
tion was a violation of Masonic obligation, there were a large
number of objectors who voiced their objection on the ground
of the authenticity of it, when published. It is our belief
that the stronger of the two objections was that of its au
thenticity. The very fact that doubt was created in the minds
of many Masonic ritualists made its acceptance doubtful. 1\10r
ris would cite no definite proof as to its accuracy; other teach
ers of ritual were just as insistent that the work they had been
teaching was true ~Vebb '(vorl~. As to the printing of the
cipher, there -were already in existence many l\Iasonic expos
ures and some ciphers; Grand Lodges had never before of
ficially voiced disapproval although discountenancing their
use.

:Morris' arguments as to the authenticity of the work ap
peared in an issue of the official magazine:

The authenticity of the Webb-Preston work, as taught by the mem
bers of our Association, is deducible from six classes of authorities.

First, From the memories of veteran Masons, still living. Among
these we name with marked respect, the Rev. Salem Town; Hon.
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Samuel Willson, Grand Lecturer of Vermont; Hon. Jas. Penn, of
Memphis, Tenn., and John Dove, Esq., Grand Secretary of Virginia.
These gentlemen have been active teachers of Masonry for periods
ranging from forty to sixty years. They are men of varied and
sound learning and ability, independent of their Masonic acquire
ments, and each, though advanced in years, retains with great clear
ness, his memory of old events. In these respects they represent a
class of old and bright Masons, found in all the Atlantic States,
whose work and lectures agrees with great unanimity with the Webb
Preston work. The inquirer need only to go to one of those ag~d

men, and hear him rehearse the lectures, so far as he recollects them,
to be satisfied tha't all have a common origin in the work of Thomas
Smith Webb. The differences between them are only such as defec
tive memories produce. Each has his edifice erected upon the same
model; the blocks are the same, and where one has fallen out, it may
readily be replaced by reference to the common source just alluded to.

Second, From the Work and Lectures still in use in the older
Lodges of the Atlantic States. The remarks in the last paragraph are
applicable here. The Work in these old Lodges is all referable to a
common model. The family resemblance is too accurate to be ac
cidental. The undersigned coincidences are security against forgery.
No man who has visited them on a broad scale, as Bro. Rob Morris
has done, can entertain a doubt but that they all had the same work in
the last generation, and that that work was the Webb Preston work.

The Work in the Lodges of Scotland and Ireland (and even the
older Lodges of England, though in a lesser degree) all proves the
same thing. The hand of a master is visible in all. The hand of a
common master, and that master, William Preston, has left its im
press upon each. too deeply to be effaced by all the efforts of innovators.

Third, From the directory passages in the Freemason's Monitor,
and the Illustrations of Masonry, the workmanship of Webb and
Preston, respectively. The esoteric language of the Lectures agrees
with the exoteric language of the Monitor and this in every place
where such a concordance could be looked for. This cannot be said
of any other system of Lectures taught in this country. They all
abound in such phrases as "legal," "injury," "towards," "compass,"
"illicit," etc., none of which are found in the monitor nor were
ever used by Webb or Preston.

Fourth, From the old English (King James') version of the Holy
Scriptures. The remarks in paragraph third, apply equally here. The
Webb-Preston Lectures correspond almost word for word with the
language of Scriptures; nearly every word in the one is found in
the other, and the identity of phraseology is clear. This at least
proves the age, and to a satisfactory extent, the genuineness of our
work. A system of morals founded upon Scripture, should be ex-
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hibited in language identical with the Scriptures, or grave doubts of
its genuineness might be entertained.

Fifth, From the harmony of the various Masonic eXpOSitIOns in
use. These, while they differ vastly from each other in the very
essentials of the system they pretend to expose, yet agree in some
points, and where they do agree, they in general teach the Webb-Pres
ton work.

Sixth, From the internal evidence of the Lectures themselves; from
their consistency, the one portion with the other; from their highly
colored symbolisms, the products of a former age; from the naked
but majestic simplicity and freedom from gewgaws or ornamenta
tion, in which they are couched; from their condensed but satis
factory phraseology from their catechetical form, so well adapted
to the comprehension of all the classes of men who make up a Ma
sonic Lodge; from the remarkable readiness with which the mind
acquires, and the tenacity with which, even down to old age, it re
tains them, and from the profound moral impression they leave upon
the mind and conscience. None of these evidences of authenticity ap
ply to any system of Masonic Lectures extant, save those styled here,
"the Webb-Preston Lectures."

It is insanity to aver that these proofs of authenticity are acci
dental. They are logical, historical, and convincing, and whoeover
enters the field of Masonic instruction with a rival system of Lec
tures, must apply it to these tests, or be discomfited. Our members,
then, may take heart when attacked, by the reflection that our sys
tem is invulnerable while those of our opponents will not bear the
test. The shield of official authority will not suffice to preserve the
bastard offspring of the Masonic age from inspection. Each in its
turn will be examined as to genealogy, and the result will be, that
each will be pronounced spurious and thrown aside.

:Morris cited references for the use of those who cared to
go deeper than his statement; these references consisted of
the following:

1. The Addresses of Hon. Philip C. Tucker to the Grand Lodge of
Vermont, 1859-60-61.

2. The Printed Proceedings of the National Masonic School of
Instruction at its various sessions, 1858-59-60-61.

3. Report of Committee to Grand Lodge of North Carolina, Oc
tober, 1860.

4. Report of District Deputy Grand Masters and of the Com
mittee on Foreign Correspondence to the Grand Lodge of Indiana,
~[ay, 1861.

5. Reports of the Grand Custodians of \Vork, and of the Commit-
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tees on Foreign Correspondence to the Grand Lodge of Iowa, 1860-61.

6. Preface to "Miniature Monitor," by Rob. Morris, 1861.

7. Address of Rob Morris and report of Committee on \Vork, to
Grand Lodge of Kentucky, October, 1859.

8. Rejected portion of the Report on Foreign Correspondence to
Grand Lodge of Ohio, October, 1860. (Published in the Voice of
Masonry.)

9. The Freemason's Almanac, 1860-61-62.

to. The Voice of Masonry, Vols. 1 to 3 passim.

11. Report of Committee on Foreign Correspondence to Grand
Lodge of Illinois, October, 1859.

12. Letters of E. D. Cooke, from Great Britain and Ireland, 1859
6061, published in the Voice of Masonry.

13. Grand Lecturer's (Blanchard) Report to Grand Lodge of Mich
igan, January, 1861, and many other publications.



CHAPTER VI.

The Degree of Masonic Conservator.

To more fully bind the membership together into a com
mon organization and give it the air of a secret society, there
was founded the degree of "Conservator of Symbolic :Ma
sonry," conferred upon all members of the association. Two
pamphlets were issued, one containing the ritual of the degree
and the other the exoteric passages; some of these rituals are
still extant and bear witness to the ability of :Morris as a writer
of 1\1asonic ritual.

Both 2\10nitor and Ritual have been pieced together so that
our readers may have before them the complete text of the
degree as conferred in 1860.

The Conservators' degree is conferred by any Conservator who
has lawfully received the same. The proper recipients are Master
"Masons, selected for their knowledge and zeal, prudence and discre
tion, who appreciate the binding force of an obligation, and have al
ready shown their ability to keep a secret.

Each Conservator has exclusive jurisdiction in the jurisdiction of
his own Lodge; and no second can be made without his recommenda
tion. There can be regularly but one Conservator in each Lodge. But
this rule admits of relaxation under the authority of any officer of
the Association. Every Conservator is entitled to nominate two Dep
uty Conservators in his own Lodge.

The proper materials for members of the Association as above,
are selected by the Conservator, recommended to an officer of the
Association, and, if approved, inducted into the degree.

The petition, properly signed, dated and avouched, of each Conser
vator, must be promptly communicated to the Chief Conservator, who
will designate his mystic Names and number and enroll him in the
Chancery of the Association.

"The Conservators' Prayer: Xehemiah ix:5

"As many may take the degree at a time, as is convenient.
Seek a secluded place. Have a Bible, and two or more seats.
Lay 10 cards appropriately labelled with the names of the
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10 Gates, at different parts of the room, next the wall. Com
mence by giving to all the candidates together the Obligation.
This opens the same as the ~faster Masons' Obligation, and
then continues as follows:

"I furthermore promise and swear that all the secrets of a Conser
vator, and of the Conservator's degree, I will in honor and fidelity
keep, and will hold as a sacred deposit whatever may be entrusted to
me as Conservator, whether committed verbally, or in a written or
printed form."

The penalty is as follows:
"Than that of receiving all the curses of the Law which are writ

ten in this book."

This is followed by a brief address in these words:
"This degree is founded upon the history of that great and pious man

of God, Nehemiah, who took the lead in the work of rebuilding the
walls of Jerusalem. He .was accustomed to consecrate all that he un
dertook by solemn prayer. In imitation of his noble example, let us
pray."

(All rise.)

"Stand up and bless the Lord your God forever and ever; and
blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and
praise.

"Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all things that are
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all;
and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.

"Thou art the Lord the Go~ who didst choose Abram and brought
est him forth out of Dr of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name
of Abraham; and foundest his heart faithful before thee, and madest
a Covenant with him. And didst see the affliction of our fathers in
Egypt, and heardest their ery by the Red Sea; and shewedst signs and
wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all his servants, and on all the people
of his land: for thou knewest that they dealt proudly. against them.
So didst thou get thee a name, as it it this day. Thou earnest down
from Mt. Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them
right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and commandments;
And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandest
them precepts, statutes, and laws by the hand of Moses· thy servant."

Here thrust the left hand horizontally forward, palm down
wards, and lay it upon the Holy Scriptures, opened at N e
hemiah IX. Chapter, requiring the candidate to do the same.

Thou gavest also thy good Spirit to instruct them.
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Here thrust the right hand vertically upward at arm's length,
.and require the candidate to do the same.

"Their children also multipliedst thou as the stars of heaven, and
broughtest them into the land, concerning which thou hadst promised
to their fathers, that they should go in to possess it. Nevertheless,
they were disobedient, and rebelled against them, and cast thy law
behind their backs, and slew thy prophets which testified against
them to turn them to thee, and they wrought great provocations.
Therefore thou deliveredst them into the hand of their enemies, who
vexed them: and in the time of their trouble, when they cried unto
thee, thou heardest them from heaven; and according to thy manifold
mercies, thou gavest them saviors, who saved them out of the hand
of their enemies. But after they had rest, they did evil again be
fore thee; therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their enemies
so that they had dominion over them; yet when they returned and
cried unto thee thou heardest them from heaven; and many times
didst thou deliver them according to thy mercies. Now therefore our
God, the great, the mighty, and the terrible God who keepest Covenant,
and mercy, let not all the trouble seem little before thee, that hath
come upon us. And because of all this, we make a sure covenant
and write it.

The Inspection.

(Nehemiah II, 12) I arose in the night. I and some few men with
me; neither told I any man what my God has put in my heart to do
at Jerusalem.

"The zeal, piety and fidelity of Nehemiah make up a character
seldom equalled, and never surpassed. His proceedings were con
ducted with consummate prudence, and the result was a speedy and
triumphant success. Ere he had been three days at Jerusalem, he
took a few men with him, men with like characteristics with himself,
and without imparting his plans to any,. he made a careful and ac
curate survey of the city of Jerusalem, then some thirty years aban
doned to the wild beasts, and grown up with thorns and bushes. As
we follow him in his journey of inspection, let us bear in mind that
the work in which we are engaged demands the like characteristics
of zeal, piety, fidelity and discretion, if, like Nehemiah, we would seek
to rebuild our ruined walls. What God has put in our hearts to do for
the good of Masonry, we will tell no man, save those duly selected
and qualified to receive it."

And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the
dragon-wel1, and to the dung-port and viewed the walls of Jerusalem,
which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consumed with
fire.
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Here the Conservator takes the candidate to the card marked
"4 Valley Gate," and from there to the one marked "5 Dung
Gate," while he addresses him as follows:

My Brother, By night, and with the circumspection just mentioned,
we also assemble to view the condition of Masonry, deliberate upon
our work, and devise new plans for its speedy accomplishment.

Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool:
but there was no place for the beast that was under me to pass.

"The ruins of Speculative Architecture at the present day, the griev
ous errors, failures and. crimes of the builders, the breaches that
have been made in the ancient walls, the throwing down of the land
marks, correspond very nearly with those of Jerusalem, ruined and
shattered as it appeared to the eye of faithful Nehemiah. Everywhere
he saw the wrecks of what had once been styled 'the joy of the whole
earth;' everywhere we see the devastations that neglect on the one
hand, and innovations on the other, have made in our once renowned
Institutions."

Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall, and
turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned.

One of our brethren, in imitation of faithful Nehemiah, has, in like
manner, taken the circuit of Masonry as it exists in this country. He
has viewed it in every section of the land, having visited more than
two thousand of its lodges, and has thoroughly acquainted himself
with its condition and its wants.

And the rulers knew not whither I went, or what I did; neither had
I as yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, nor to the nobles, nor
to the rulers, nor to the rest that did the work.

Too many of the rulers of the Institution at this day, are
men unfitted either by talent, heart or experience, to enter
upon the work of reformation. They have reached to em
inent stations by other steps than merit, and they are satis
fied. As for the masses of the brethren, they are as listless
as they are ignorant, and they would only cast obstacles in
the way of any attempt to improve affairs. This work must
be done by the few, chosen for the qualifications that char
acterized Nehemiah, and his assistants, in the great work to
which they were devoted.

Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that we are in, how
Jerusalem Jieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire;
come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more
a reproach.

"This is the appeal which he made to you when we first invited
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you to unite with us in our efforts. To this invitation you promptly
and nobly responded.

Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me
as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said,
Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this
good work.

The ardor of Nehemiah fircd the souls of his brethrcn, and they
clamored to unite with him. The blessings are as clearly manifested
to us, my Brother, in the wonderful harmony with which the most
zealous, intelligent and influential craftsmen of the present day have
united in this effort, and this encourages us to believe that success
to us is equally certain as to Nehemiah and his builders.

But when San-bal-Iat the Hor-o-nite, and Tobiah the servant, the
Ammonite, and Ge-shem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to
scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? Will
ye rebel against the king?

It was no cause of discouragemcnt to Nehemiah, that evil and
ambitious men opposed his ef forts. In spite of them, the wall was
speedily and firmly rebuilt. Let it not discourage you, though the ig
norant and evil hearted who abound in our Order, may oppose you.
Rather esteem it as evidence of the wisdom of our plan, that it does
not please the wicked. \Vhen the final developments appear, they
will be foremost in praising our efforts."

Then I answered them, and said unto them, The God of heaven,
he will p~osper us; therefore we, his servants, will arise and build;
but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.

The Conservator now takes his station at the center of
the apartment, and addresses the candidates as follows:

:\Iy Brother: Thus it is with the City and Temple of
~Iasonry at this time. We have forgotten the warnings so of
ten extended to us by an overruling Providence, forgotten the
terrible conflicts through which our fathers, but a short gen
eration back, were obliged to pass, forgotten the unchange
able principles of our Institution, and excess of popularity
has made us mad. Our City and our Temple are desecrated by
unhallowed feet, and our Jerllsalem, once the delight of the
pious, lieth heaps upon heaps. A few faithful Brethren
only remain, who seek amidst the general lethargy, ignorance
and corruption, to rebuild upon the old foundations, and, with
the Trowel in one hand and the Sword in the other to set up
the altars of a purer worship in the name of the Most High
God.
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Come, my Brother, and let us build up the walls of Jerusa- .
leril, that we be no more a reproach. It was the practice
of faithful Nehemiah, whenever a proper person came up
from Babylon, and offered himself as a workman upon the
walls, to take him by night around the city, show him every
portion of the work, and allow him to select for himself that
upon which he would labor. The whole was divided into
ten parts designated as Gates.

(One page devoted to drawing showing location of vanous
gates. )

In like manner, I have arranged this apartment, which we
will understand to represent the city of Jerusalem, and as I
conduct you about it, you will select which of these ten Gates
you prefer to work upon. Let us begin our circuit at the
Sheep Gate, which is in the southeast corner.

The Conservator leads the candidate slowly about the apart
ment halting a sufficient time at each Gate to read from the
~ranual the appropriate descriptions.

I. The Sheep Gate.

Here, A-li-a-shib the high priest, with his brethren the priests, are
engaged in a holy undertaking. The enemies of the Lord must grieve
to see the pious industry of these men. They build it; they sanctify
it; for it is the gate through which the sacrifices of the Temple must
need pass; they set up, the doors of it; even unto the tower of Me-ah
on the right hand, and to that of Ha-nan-e-el on the left, will they
pursue their work in wisdom, strength, and beauty, aided by the men
of Jericho and Zac-cur the son of Im-ri.

II. The Fish Gate.

Here, strongly build the sons of Has-se-ha-ah, under the protec
tion of the Arm-Omnipotent. They lay the beams of it; they set
up its doors, its locks, and its bars; and none can force an entrance,
they opposing. By their side is seen Mere-e-moth; and upon his left
Me shul-lam and Zadok and the Te-ko-ites. But the Te-ko-ites no
bles do not put their necks to the work of the Lord.

III. The Old Gate.

Je-hoi-a-da and Me-shul-lam are together here, partners in the en
terprise, earnest in the cause, mighty in the work. They lay the beams
of it; they set up the doors and the locks and the bars of it. Their
heart is not heavy nor their countenance sad, though the toil is great.
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United with them are Mel-a-ti-ah, and Ja-don and the men of Bib e-on
and of Miz-pah, unto the throne of the governor on this side of the
river. Likewise, Uz-zi-el the goldsmith and Han-an-ni -ah the apothe
cary. These will fortify Jerusalem unto the broad wall; for this
is the gate of Old Salem, built at first by Melchis-e-dek the Righteous,
and the work is mighty. Nor are these all who labor here; Reph-a-i
ah, whose father rules the half of Jerusalem; and Je da-i-ah, who
will build up that portion opposite his own house; and Hat-tush and
Mal-chi-jah, and Ha-shub; they will erect from the broad wall west
ward, and will set up the tower of the furnaces. With them will be
found Shal-lum, whose father rules another half of Jerusalem, he and
his daughters, whose money and approbation will cheer the others in
their steady toil.

IV. The Valley Gate.

Ha-nun and the inhabitants of Za-no-ah are the workmen here. They
build this Gate with holy vigor; they set up the doors, the locks and
the bars of it. Keeping close to their Lord's business, they undertake
the erection of a thousand cubits of the wall westward, zealously af
fected in a good thing.

V. The Dung Gate.

Mal-chi-ah, the son of the ruler of part of Beth-hac-cerem (Beth
has-ser-im), labors here alone. It is his to set up its doors, its locks,
and its bars. Valiant and vigorous he stands in the power of the Mighti
est, and none can turn him aside or make him afraid.

VI. The Gate of the Fountain.

This portion to the northward is immense in extent, and beset with
a thousand difficulties. Shallum, whose father is joint ruler with Miz
pah, builds this gate, and covers it, and sets up the locks and the doors.
and the bars thereof. Nor is this all; he erects the walls of the pool
of Sil-o-ah by the King's garden, and unto the stairs that go down
from the City of David. Next to him, in the same portion, is seen
Nehemiah joint ruler of Beth-zur, whose work ~iIl reach unto the
place over against the sepulchres of David, and to the pool that was
made even unto the Guard Chamber. Then come the Levites, Rehum;
Hash-i-bi-ah, joint ruler of Kei-Iah; Bav-a-i, the other ruler of Kei
lah; and E-zer, the ruler of Miz pah, whose portion is over against
the going up to the armory, at the turning of the wall. Ba-ruch, who
earnestly toils, builds the other portion from the turning of the wall
to the door of E-li-a-shib the high priest's house. Next to these are
Mere-moth (whose portion is from the door of the high priest's house
to the end of the house), and the priests, the men of the plain; and
Benjamin and Hashub and Azariah opposite their own houses; and
Binnui, from the top of the house of Azariah to the turning of the
wall; and Pallal, over against the turning of the wall and the tower
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which lieth out from the king's high house, that was by the court of
the prison; and Pedaiah, the last of this goodly company. They will
build this part.

VII. The Water Gate.

Here, the Neth-i-nims, who dwell in the tower Ophel will labor. and
repair the wall towards the east, and they will erect the tower which
lieth out. Next to them the Tekoites are engaged; and each Nethin
will find strength in the companionship.

VIII. The Horse Gate.

The priests repair the wall here, each one taking the portion op
posite his own house. Following them is Zadok, over against the
house, for he is the neighbor of Jeshua. who encourages all the priests
of the Lord in this holy charge.

IX. The East Gate.

Here are engaged Han-aniah and Hanun; likewise Meshul-Iam, who
repairs the portion opposite his own house; and Shem-a-i-ah also, who
is the keeper of this Gate.

X. The Gate Miphkad.

We are now at the last of the ten gates. The goldsmith's son toils
here as far as the g-oing up of the corner. And from the going up of
the corner to the Sheep Gate, from which we first set out, labor the
goldsmiths and the merchants, led in their counsels by the wise prince
Mattaniah.

The circuit being completed, the candidate is required to select for
himself, unassisted, the Gate of his adoption. When he has done so,
he is informed of his COhservator-name, and told that he can never
afterwards change it. The correspondence between the Gate and the
name is thus shown:

1. Sheep Gate .~ ..'.· Eliashib
2. Fish Gate Meshullam
3. Old Gate Jehoiada
4. Valley Gate Hanun
5. Dung Gate Malchiah
6. Fountain Gate Shallum
7. Water Gate Nethin
8. Horse Gate Jeshua
9. East Gate Shemaiah

to. Gate Miphkad Mattaniah

These explanations being given. each candidate is then
conducted to the Gate of his selection. and the Conservators'
Lodge duly opened. at the selected Gate as follows: The can
didate seats himself facing the east, the Conservator facing



60 THE DEGREE of MASONIC CONSERVATOR

him; the Holy Scriptures between them; the Conservator
thus addresses him:

My Brother, when the faithful and zealous workman had se
lected the Gate of his adoption, he was taken by night to that Gate,
and there entered with a sacred covenant, none being present save
Nehemiah, and the Omnipresent Deity, to perform the service of a
Builder, with 'zeal and fidelity. Reference is made to this in the ques
tions I shall now ask you:

Are you a Conservator?
(As he propounds this question he holds out the Bible in his right

hand, thumb on top.)

I will never break any Covenant with you!
(As the candidate makes this reply he takes the Bible in a similar

manner as above.)

And the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and
said, I made you go up out of Egypt, and I have brought you unto
the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never
break my Covenant with you.

How do you know yourself to be a Conservator.?
(As he propounds this question he makes the Covenant sign.)

As for me, this is my Covenant.
(At the word "This" the (:andidate makes the Covenant sign, and

then take the Bible in their left hands, still. keeping them in the
position of the Covenant sign. Then they disengage their right
hands.)

As for me, this is my covenant with them saith the Lord; My
Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth,
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed,
nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from hence
forth and forever.

How shall I know you to be a Conservator?
(As he propounds this question he makes the movement of raising

his right hand vertically at full l.ength.)

Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual
covenant that shall not be forgotten!

At the word "Come" the candidate raises his hand vertical
ly at full length. At the word "Lord," they join right hands
over the Bible, and exchange the Conservator's grip.

They shall ask their way to Zion with their faces thither
ward, saying Come and let us join ourselves to the Lord in a
perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.
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The Password is then given as follows:
The Candidate makes the Covenant Sign. The Conservator places

the forefinger of his right hand upon the little finger of the candidate's
left hand. and pronounces the first syllable of the word. The candi
date places the forefinger of his own right hand upon the middle
finger of his own left hand and pronounces the third syllable of the
word. Both then lay the forefingers of their right hands upon the
ring finger of the candidate's left hand; then shift the forefingers
to their lips: then raise the right hand vertically at full length. The
second syll3.ble is not to be pronounced.

The Conservator then proceeds as follows:

My Brother: The second syllable, which is between the other two
syllables. reminds us of the Holy Scriptures now lying between us.
The presence of the Holy Scriptures reminds us of the presence of
Deity, and the sanction He gives to every good and laudable under
taking. Our passing it by unspoken, and sealing our lips with the
finger, reminds us that, though present as a Divine Witness to the
Covenant we have just entered into, He is silent, save as we hear
him by the ear of faith. Our pointing the finger upwards, reminds
of the Celestial Lodge above, where He presides, and where we shall
be judged for the manner in which we may keep this Covenant with
Him and with each other.

The Conservator then addresses the candidate upon the
special duties proper to the Gate of his Adoption. as follows:

My Brother: I have already hailed you as ....................• the Builder,
By that name you will be enrolled in the Golden Book of our Associa-
tion, and recognized by us all. The special duties proper to the .
Gate which you have chosen, are as follows:

Here the Conservator reads from the Conservator's Manual the
schedule of duties applicable to this Gate, and this closes the d.egree.
If more than one candidate is present, he opens the Lodge for each
at the peculiar Gate of his adoption with precisely the same ceremonies
as those here described.

In the various lists of Conservators the distinctive Gate of each
Conservator is known by the First Figure following his name, while
his numerical position on the Roll of Conservators is seen by the
Second Figure, or figures. Thus, 6 :86, implies that the Conservator
whose name is thus marked is known amongst us as Shallurn LXXXVI.
In addressing communications to each other we use our Conservators'
names and numbers only, dating them by our peculiar chronology. and
always enclosing a sprig of evergreen.

In using any of these Paragraphs in conferring the degree, the
Conservator will amplify or shorten at pleasure. taking care. however,
to preserve the essential meaning and intention of each.



CH.\PTER VII.

The Official ~lagazine-"The Conservator."

A movement, such as that of the Conservators. could not
progress without some means of communication between its
members. "The Conservator" supplied the need; it was a cir
cular or pamphlet, somewhat irregularly issued, and consisted
of only a few printed pages, so folded that it could have been
placed easily in a large size envelope for mailing. Vlie have
found but four issues, unless we care to call an official list
of the membership an issue, which would make five. We
have seen some circulars which, no doubt, were mailed to the
membership but were hardly to be classed as issues of the of
ficial publication.

The first few issues contained membership lists, but too
much publicity being given the membership in this \vay, the
later numbers did not contain the list of members. No. 5 of
the magazine was devoted exclusively to the latest and most
correct membership roster.

The first edition was probably issued in the fall of 1860,
and after he had received replies to a number of his con
fidential circulars, in his "Salutation," he says:

Prudent and Trustworthy Brother: We open this first issue of
our journal by an earnest and cordial greeting, and a prayer to the
G. A. O. T. U. that the great, noble, and praiseworthy purposes for
which we are now associated for a term of years, may be accomplished
in the purest spirit of truth and wisdom.

The almost unanimous approval with which the plan has been re
ceived thus far, may be gathered from the fact that up to this date
(May 1), only eight out of upwards of nine hundred and fifty to
whom it has been presented, have found its propositions to be in the
least degree objectionable. On another page, we give those objections
as they were returned to us.

Before pen was put to paper in this grand project, the Chief Con
servator had personally conferred with brethren of the highest intel
ligence and standing, of every State and Territory-had exchanged



THE OFFICIAL l\IAGAZINE-"THE CONSERVATOR" 63

facts, and sentiments with them, and gathered opinions; and thus
were elaborated, one by one, the Seven Features of the plan. Noth
ing, therefore could exceed the patience, prudence, and discretion of
the movement from its inception to its present position. And it only
requires a similar care in the future to ensure perfect success.

Let it be engraven upon our minds, as a leading principle in all our
operations, that we are law-abiding men. '

In those countries where the Grand Lodges have established sys
tems of Lectures more or less differing from Webb's, the Association
will endeavor to effect its great and important objects by instructing
one or more intelligent Masons in every Lodge, and then bringing the
influences of Truth, consistency, and uniformity to bear upon the
Grand Lodges themselves. No measure will at any time be tolerated
which is' opposed to that filial af fection and duty due to the Grand
Lodge, or is contrary to its constitutional regulations.

We call your earnest attention, also to the fact that you now have un
derwritten pledges-the evidences of which are in the Archives, in the
'Chancellor's keeping-to consider every document furnished you as a
member of this Association whether it may be written or printed, as
between the Chief Conservator and yourself. No persons, save those
directly accredited to you by him, or whose names are published in
this journal as members, can be allowed to have access to any of those
documents, or to be informed of their allusions or even of their ex
istence.

This is a fundamental rule of our operations; and to it you will be
held strictly responsible.

The prompt and admirable unanimity with which said Grand Lodges
of Kentucky, Iowa, Indiana, North Carolina, etc., have endorsed the
Webb work the past year, the certainty that other Grand Lodges will
follow their example ere long-the earnestness and exceeding avidity
with which the' most intelligent and influential brethren in all the
States are taking hold of it-are so many evidences of its adaptedness
to the present wants of Masons, and ensure its general adoption before
C. E. O. shall come around. Even the leaders of the Craft in Ire
land and Scotland look favorably upon our enterprise. They have
always had the original work, but have forgotten the lectures, and al
lowed them to fall into disuse. Now, they inquire for them. And it
will be not a small part of our triumph if we can answer their call;
and thus return the Light eastward which came westward more than
sixty years ago!

Then, let us lay hold with a will! Let us not fear to bow the
back and pinch the flesh in this calling. Its aims are holy, and the
blessing of God will not be wanting, if we work in faith.

This is followed by his restatement of "The Ten Objects
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of our Association," and the "Seven Details of Our Plan" as
brought out in his advance circulars. In tIle way of new ma
terial, we find his "Digest of Regulations of the Associa
tion" (quoted elsewhere), and an index to the book of "l\:fne
monics" which is almost invaluable to one who cared to spend
the time deciphering the volume. In this number were in
cluded various minor corrections to the book of :Mnemonics
and an explanation of method of computing dates by the
Conservators' Chronology.

Conservator K o. 2 appeared in November, 1861; it con-
tained according to its announcement:

1. The triumphs and promises before us.

2. The obstacles before us.

3. The authenticity of the work as we teach it.

4. Miscellaneous matters.

S. List No. 4 of our members.

In discussing the triumphs and promises, he sums up the
accomplishments of the association since its organizati'on.
Among these he lists the adoption of the \Vebb work in De
cember, 1860, by the Grand Lodge of Indiana through its
deputies, and in May, 1861, by the Granel Lodge itself. Iowa
and Nebraska were said to have adopted the work in June,
1861, North Carolina almost unanimously adopted the work
in November, 1860. In Alabama, they were said to have ap
proved Webb work "which is equivalent to an of fidal en
dorsement of it there." The Grand Lodge of :Michigan in
January, 1861, "appointed a most learned and intelligent com
mittee to consider the propriety of conforming this work in
that state to the Vvebb work as rehearsed before them by
Bro. Robert l\Torris, L. L. D."

:Morris exemplified the work before the Grand Lodge of
vVisconsin in June, 1861. Brother George H. Fleming ex
emplified the degrees before the Grand Lodge of New Hamp
shire in December, 1860, and Brother F. N. Porter did like
wise in June, 1860. The Grand Lodge of Kentucky, which
had adopted the Webb work "attended full rehearsals of it,
October, 1860." Porter appeared before the Grand Lodge
of Tennessee in October, 1860. In \Vashington territory, the
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Grand Secretary, who was a Conservator, "teaches nothing
but the pure Webb work."

The promises for the future are that Illinois, New Jersey, Dela
ware, Louisiana, and 'Wisconsin will each adopt the Webb work dur
ing the year 1862, and that the seed sown and being sown will ripen
in many other jurisdictions in the year following. Everything points
to 1865 as the ultimate year of success in all the jurisdictions save
Pennsylvania. In England and Scotland a small but hopeful begin
ning has been made in our movement.

The Conservators realized that all was not to be smooth
sailing and that obstacles would be encountered. "Morris al
ways wrote glowingly of conditions even when things looked
darkest; of these obstacles, he said:

Thus far, in the progress of our enterprise, ours has been a ca
reer of triumph. Brother after brother has acknowledged the gen
uineness of our facts and the potency of our arguments; has admitted
the urgent necessity of such a movement as this; has given in his in
fluence by uniting with our band. Grand Lodge after Grand Lodge
has adopted the pure Webb-Preston Rituals. From the first mem
bers affiliated into the Association (June, 1860), to this date (Novem
ber, 1861, we have increased to the great aggregate of nearly nine
hundred members, embracing Grand Masters, Grand Secretaries, and
many other dignitaries, and persons of exalted learning, zeal and
worth, whose elevation to the highest honors of the Craft, IS but
a matter of time.

But this success has not beell achieved without its share of oppo,
sition. One of those "foul spots" which are found upon the brightest
escutcheons, published garbled copies of our communications, Nos. 1
and 2, in January, 1861, in a quasi Masonic publication, in N. Y,
and in his position as the buccaneer of the press, commented upon them
in slanderous and malicious terms. The Boston Magazine, and Cin
cinnati Review, have followed suit. Members of the craft finding a
work going on about them in which they were not invited to par
ticipate, took a real or assumed alarm, and blew the notes of warning.
It would indeed have been contrary to the uniform lessons of his
tory, had we gone as far and so fast without encountering opposition.

The most important consideration before us is stated in the ques
tion. What are the obstacles yet to be surmounted? and the atten
tion of each member is earnestly directed to the following synopsis:

First, We shall be charged as being presumptuous.

Whoever inaugurates a movement of any sort, must anticipate such
an objection as this. It has been made against us already. It has
been said that our enterprise, however, commendable in itself, should
have emanated from Grand Lodges, not from individuals; that "This
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is but a scheme of Rob Morris' inventing," etc., etc., in reply we af
firm that Grand Lodges have repeatedly made the attempt for seventy
years past, and always without success. They never would agree to
resign their local prejudices to the general good; hence their failure.
Even the General Grand Chapter, with all its powers, has failed in
sixty years' effort to secure an uniformity of Work in Royal Arch
Masonry. All that has been Gone by Grand Lodges for seventy years
past, amounts to less than our Association has done within fifteen
months! And as for 'Rob Morris' inventions,' the truth is, the Con
servators' system is quite as much indebted to the skill, experience,
and knowledge of Philip C. Tucker as to Rob. Morris. But in truth
more than a thousand "Masons, representing almost every Grand Lodge
on this continent, were consulted as to the details of the plan, before
type was put to paper. So much, then, for the charge of presumption.
The character of our membership for shrewdness, purity of life, and
independence of thought, ought to be a sufficient answer to this
charge.

Second, Our movement will be charged as being a mercenary, or an
ambitious one.

It is an old story among a certain set, whose only consequence
in the world grows out of their Masonic connection-to charge Rob
Morris with mercenary motives. Yet the fact is, his labors have been
for nearly twelve years practically unrewarded. A poor living for his
family, premature age, ill health, and a mountain of debts constitute
the "credit side" of his account with the Masonic institution. Yet no
one eyer worked harder than he does, or lived more economically
and no one complains less. Thus far, the receipts of the Conservators'
Association have not been equal to its expenditures. Should there ever
be a surplus, it will be the property of the Association, and not of
Rob Morris.

As to ambition, no person who does not desire Masonic elevation
is worthy of the name of Mason. It is not, however, the base spirit
of promotion for promotion's sake that actuates us, though we are
charged with it, but a desire to be elevated to places of enlarged use
fulness to others. Let the past history of our members speak for it
self on this subject.

Third, The sealed secrecy of our p~an will be charged as an evi
dence of guilt.

This is precisely the argument used against Masonry by its enemies.
Yet, how frivolous the charge! 'What would Masonry be worth with
out its" secrecy?

We work in secret on the same principle of all other Masonic
movements, and because we choose to do so. Being independent men,
we choose our own way of working, and no one has a right to com
plain, so long as we do not interfere with their secrets. It is an evi-
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dence of prurient curiosity in men, to see them endeavoring to pry into
and expose secrets which they have not been invited to share.

Fourth, We shall be charged with disobedience to the Grand
Lodges.

This is the basest of calumnies. We are not disobedient. We do
the will of our rulers by all constitutional methods. We work in our
Lodges exactly the rituals if any, prescribed by the Grand Lodges. But
exercising the right possessed by every man, and especially by every
Freemason, we will learn the work which our fathers loved, and if
ever we can influence our Grand Lodges to adopt it, we shall do so.
The right of the individual to learn what he pleases, has not yet
been denied, except by Papal or Austrian despotism.

Fifth, Doubts will be thrown over the genuineness of our work.

There is not space in this article to present a complete summary
of the proofs of our correctness. Let the reader refer to the chain
of evidences given on other pages, and then take the testimony of al
most any Mason in this country who was made prior to 1820.

These five classes of obstacles constitute, we believe, all the dif
ficulties before us. They will readily yield to "time, patience and per
severance," and by June, 1865, we shall, beyond doubt rejoice in "one
voic~, one work, one sentiment." With this hope then, let us say with
pious Nehemiah, "The God of Heaven He will prosper us. There
fore, we, His servants, will arise and build."



CHAPTER VIII.

Attacks Upon the Conservators.

Attacks upon the organization did not break out publicly
for almost two years after the date of its formation, but the
fury with which the storm broke made up for any lateness
in its arrival.

On October 7, 1862. the Grand Lodge of Illinois met in
Springfield, Grand Master Blair presiding. Past Grand ~las

ter Buck of fered a "preamble and a series of resolutions on
the subject of '\Vork and Lectures'" which were repeatedly
discussed, when a paper was placed in the hands of the
Grand l\,faster by the Conservator's Association for the pur
pose of receiving signatures; the paper set forth that the "Con
servator's Association of Illinois was strictly "Masonic anel
loyal but that since it appeared that its continuance would have
the effect of creating confusion and discord among the breth
ren of the jurisdiction, because of its objects being misun
derstood, its signers would withdraw the association and de
clare it dissolved; the paper bore the names of sixty-two
Conservator members.

Past Greinel Master Anderson of fered a resolution pro
viding that these sixty-two signers, and all others "who may
have the work and lectures of the first three degrees of lVla
sonry in their possession, either printed or written in cipher,
or a key thereto" be required to surrender the same to the
Grand :Master or otherwise dispose of the same within sixty
clays from the date of the adjournment of the Grand Lodge.
A Conservator member succeeded in having the resolution laid
on the table.

Anthony O'Sullivan, writing in the Missouri proceedings
commented upon the Illinois action:

We would here leave this painful subject without comment, trust
ing that the Grand Lodge of Missouri, seeing the condition of their
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sister jurisdiction, would avoid this great outrage upon the rights
and sovereignty of Grand Lodge jurisdictions, and their member's; but
unfortunately for the peace and dignity of the G. L. of Illinois, the
evil effects of this association have not ceased with its pretended
dissolution. There are some of this secret organization actively en
gaged, at the present time, in this unholy work of stirring up strife
and contention among their brethren, to such an extent, that fears are
entertained of a rupture of such a character as will split the G. L. of
Illinois into fragments. Since the close of Grand Lodge, edicts have
been issued by the Grand Master, which have been answered by
angry rejoinders; and individual lodges taking part in the strife, is
sue circulars, sadly wanting in Masonic courtesy, and, worse than all,
the strong arm of the civil law was sought to be invoked, to aid in the
suppression of those mischief-makers. If this state of things con
tinues a little longer, it is easy to foresee the result.... Is there not
Masonic talent and intelligence among the officers, past grand officers;
and members of the G. L. to regulate all matters connected with the
ritual, work and lectures of symbolic Masonry, without the aid of a
secret organization (having many features common with the Jesuits)
in their midst? .... Shame, shame, ye Masons of Illinois, with your
360 lodges, 13,000 members, and your acknowledged influence and
talent, that, in the simple matter of work, you suffer your Grand
Lodge to be rent asunder, and this by outside and inside insidious in
fluences, operating on the minds of the selfish, the ignorant and the
unreflecting. We have been particular in this noticing the condition
of our brethren and neighbors across the river, for we know not how
soon similar scenes may be enacted among ourselves. We would
earnestly implore our brethren to remember the solemnity of our
mutual engagements, the importance of harmony and good fellow
ship, and the duty of meeting this heresy with firmness and decision,
should it raise its false front among us. To our brethren of the G. L.
of Illinois. for many of whom we. entertain a sincere regard, we would
say, for God's sake, compose your differences, recognize and obey the
authority of your Grand Lodge, lay aside all ambitious aspirings and
unkindly feelings, and let your only contention be, who can best work
and best agree.

The Kentucky Grand Lodge met at Louisville, October 20,
1862; we read in their proceedings that a committee of three
were appointed to investigate the "Order of Conservators,
and their purposes, and report at the next annual communica
tion."

In :Maine, the well-known Josiah Drummond presided over
the Grand Lodge, meeting l\1ay 6, 1862; he alluded in his ael-
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dress to persons peddling books and female degrees (Morris?)
and said:

The only way to prevent such impositions is to discountenance all
who go about claiming any particular favor because they are Masons.
If a person presents himself to you to sell a book, or anything else,
and claims that you shall buy it at a large price, because he is a Ma
son, the very act shows he never should have been a Mason, and
probably is not.

The Grand Lodge of Michigan met in Detroit, January 14,
1863; Grand l\Iaster Darrow presided. The Grand Lodge did
not agree with the Grand :Master's admiration for "this new
and improved work analyzed by philologists", the matter be
ing referred to a committee to report at the next annual
communication. The Grand Lodge fortified its position by
passing an interim resolution which "enjoined and prohibited
from encouraging, promoting or permitting, the delivery or
teaching any Masonic lectures or work which have not been
sanctioned and authorized by this Grand Lodge."

l\fay 27, 1863, Grand Secretary Reynolds of Illinois, an
ardent opponent of the Conservator movement, appeared be
fore the Grand Lodge of l\'Iissouri; it was announced to his
Missouri brethren that "the Grand Secretary of Illinois is now
in the ante-room, and may consent to address this Grand
Lodge upon the general principles of our institution and
especially upon the character of the efforts being 1nade to
engraft upon it Conservator :Masonry."

His remarks were referred to a special committee who re
ported at the same communication; James ~. Burnes, a well
known lawyer was chai rman of the committee and in addi
tion to its report, it offered the celebrated "renunciation
oath."· Both report and oath were adopted unanimously
the members of the Conservators while present, evidently
not voting against the resolution. The following is the form
of renunciation:

Renunciation Oath: I do solemnly declare, on my honor as a Mas
ter Mason, that I have never belonged to the so-called Conservators'
Association; that I do not now belong, to the same; and that I do,
and will, forever denounce and repudiate the system, and aU con
nected therewith.

The report was bitter and vitriolic:
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The undersigned, a special committee, to whom was referred sundry
resolutions upon the subject of the Conservators' Association, respect
fully report for adoption the following preamble and resolutions:

Whereas, Attempts are being made to foist upon sister Grand
Lodges the institution known as the Conservators' Association, con
trary to, and in violation of, the ancient and cardinal principles and
regulations of our beloved order; and whereas, the character of said
association has been fully exposed to this Grand Lodge; therefore, be
it Resolved, 1. That the Grand Lodge of Missouri solemnly declare
the said association a corrupt organization, treasonable to the institu·
tion of Masonry, and subversive of its sacred interests, honor and
perpetuation.

2. That the Grand Lodge of Missouri peremptorily interdict and
forbid the introduction of the above-mentioned work or organization
in any Masonic body in this Grand Jurisdietion.

3. That no Mason, subject or adhering to said association, or who
has ever been subject thereto, shall be allowed to sit in or visit this
Grand Lodge, or any subordinate lodge thereunder, or hold affilia
tion with, or be recognized by any Mason in this jurisdiction, until he
shall have solemnly, and in open lodge, recanted and denounced all
such connection with said association, its teachings, objects and de
signs.

4. That hereafter no Grand Officer of this Grand Lodge, and no
officer of any subordinate lodge, shall be installed until he shall
have made a solemn pledge, in open lodge, that, on his .honor as a
Mason, he repudiates and condemns the said association, and has
never had any connection therewith.

5. That the Grand Lodge, under which Robert Morris, the "Chief
Conservator," holds, or pretends to hold, membership, be respectfully
and fraternally requested by this Grand Lodge to bring him to con
dign and merited punishment for the high crimes with which he now
stands self-convicted; and that all our sister Grand lodges be requested
to join us in this, our solemn demand, and to co-operate with us in
the total suppression of the criminal innovations.

6. That printed copies of these resolutions, attested to by the R. W.
Grand Secretary, be forwarded immediately to all our sister Grand
Lodges in the United States, and to the subordinate Lodges of this

jurisdiction. James N. Burnes

R. T. Edmonston
Edwa.rd Duffield.

The venerable Joseph Foster followed the committee report
with a series of resolutions approving the Baltimore work
of 1843, and this was followed by a resolution requiring the



72 ATTACKS UPON THE CONSltRVATORS

Grand Lecturer, before issuing certificates to his deputies, to
require them to severally pledge their honor as IV!asons that
they have not been, are not now, nor ever will be, con
nected in any manner with the Conservators' Association,
and that they solemnly denounce anel repudiate the same."

Grand Master John H. Turner (:\lissouri) in his annual
address (1864) referred to the aftermath of the renunciation
oath:

Soon after the close of our last annual communication I received
sundry letters from several of the lodges asking for information in
relation to the action of the Grand Lodge on the Conservators' Asso
ciation, to all of which I gave, as I hope, satisfactory answers and
explanations. I am induced to believe this, as I have had no in
quiries for some time, and am of the opinion that the subordinate lodges
have in good faith, obeyed the edicts of the Grand Lodge on this
subject. A very insulting and inflammatory document, termed "A
Solemn Protest! directed to the Masonic Brethren of Missouri" and
signed Rob Morris, was sent to the several lodges in this jurisdiction,
and appealing against the action of your Grand Body in your action
against the Conservators' Association. The paper was insulting, be
cause it affected to ignore the existence of your Grand Master who
is, during the recess of your most Worshipful Body, the proper officer
through whom all appeals to the craft, in this jurisdiction, should be
made, and also because the statements made in this solemn protest are
totally unsupported by facts, and mischievous, because it was intended to
create dissatisfaction among the great body of Masons in Missouri, by
an appeal, calculated, if successful, to array some of our brethren in
hostility against this most worshipful Grand Body; but, thanks to the
intelligence of my brethren, this presumption on the part of Mr.
Morris has received a well-merited rebuke. I have not heard of a
single body in Missouri which favorably entertained the "protest." Ii
Mr. Morris is wise, he will not again meddle with our jurisdiction;
and if he still continues to make merchandise of all that we, as Ma
sons, hold most sacred, he must seek some other market for the dis
posal of his wares.

Colorado, at its Third Annual Communication, Denver,
1863, condemned in the strongest manner, the Conservators
and adopted resolutions.

Grand l\faster Blair, at the Grand Lodge of Illinois, Spring
field, 1863, said of the l\Tissouri action:

The Grand Lodge of Missouri, at its annual communication leg
islated largely in relation to an association called the Conservators,
expressing- many sentiments which carry upon their face a spirit not
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in accordance with the teachings and genius of the Masonic institu
tion; the edict of the Grand Lodge prohibits any Mason in that juris
diction from recognizing as a Mason any person who has ever been
connected with said Conservators' Association, unless such person
shall solemnly, and in open lodge, recant and denounce such asso
ciation by taking the oath of renunciation. Thus the Grand Lodge
of Missouri has closed the doors to her sister Grand Lodges and
virtually debarred Masons of her own jurisdiction from visiting lodges
in its and other jurisdictions. The so-called association having been
dissolved within this jurisdiction by its own voluntary act, at our
last annual communication, it no longer exists among us.

Grand Secretary O'Sullivan of l\1issouri had journeyed
to Springfield with the intention of visiting the Grand Lodge
of Illinois; a resolution was offered, inviting him to a seat in
the Grand Lodge. When Grand "Master Blair (Conservator)
put the question on the resolution, 120 votes were cast against
inviting him; fortunately 730 cast their votes affirmatively
and O'Sullivan was seated. O'Sullivan tells of it:

Your Grand Secretary, accompanied by Bro. Chas. Levy, of this
city, concluded to visit the Grand Lodge of Illinois. Having busi
ness, also, with the Grand Council Royal and Select Masters, which
meets during the same week as the Grand Lodge, on the night before
the assembling of the Grand Lodge your Grand Secretary was in
formed that a protest against his admission to the Grand Lodge was
being actively circulated for signatures, by a Conservator, who had
on more than one occasion visited the Grand Bodies in Missouri, and
had been treated with that courtesy which the Masons of this jurisdic
tion always extend to visiting brethren. The next morning, your
Grand Secretary, in company with several members of the Grand
Lodge, repaired to the place of meeting. While there, a P. G. Master
requested a copy of the proceedings of your Grand Lod'ge for 1863,
which was promptly furnished. It was then for the first time your
Grand Secretary learned the nature of the charges brought against
him, which were, 1st, that he had offered an insult to the Grand
Lodge of Illinois in his report on Correspondence, when commenting
on the wicked designs of the Conservators; and 2d, that your Grand
Secretary was active in having the "Missouri Resolutions" passed in
relation to that body. Finally, your Grand Secretary was informed by
the same P. G. Master, that Grand Master Blair declared he would
not open the Grand Lodge if your Grand Secretary was present.
Your Grand Secretary then withdrew to his hotel. The next morn
ing P. G. Master Jonas offered the resolution before quoted, when
a vote was taken, with a highly satisfactory result to all true Masons.
Your Grand Secretary was then introduced by P. G. Masters Jonas and
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Buck, and was received, as the proceedings say in ample form * * *
Resolutions of the most stringent character were presented by that
sterling craftsman, P. G. Master Buck, and adopted by the Grand
Lodge, condemning, in unmistaken terms, the Conservators and their
association. as a clandestine organization, treasonable to the institution
of Masonry, and subversive of its sacred interests, honor and perpetua
tion. * * * Brother Reynolds proves conclusively that book-peddling,
Mnemonics, excerpts, sheep gates or dung gates, or any other than
the true gates, will not be tolerated by our brethren on the other
side of the river.

In Kansas, Grand ~Iaster Saqlli told the Grand Lodge
(1863) :

I would call your attention to an attempt which is being made in
neighboring Grai1d Lodges to introduce into the order dangerous in
novations, productive already of much discord and bad feeling, and
calculated, in my opinion, if not discountenanced, to do irreparable in
jury to the fraternity. I refer to the proceedings of the so-called
Conservator Association. Our sister Grand Lodge of Missouri has, in
very emphatic language, expressed her condemnation of the Conser
vators and their acts; and I would recommend that this Grand Lodge
in whatever manner they may consider proper, record their unqual
ified disapproval of the Conservators efforts to override the estab
1ished regulations of Masonry, and impose new and heretofore un
known customs and standards of authority upon the fraternity. It is
our duty to "keep our altars as our fathers builded them."

In connection with this matter I would say that, a short time ago,
I received a circular, purporting to be written and signed by Robert
Morris, in defense of the Conservators Asociation, and condemnatory
of the action of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in relation thereto; and
a more high-handed and disrespectful attempt to create insubordina
tion in the sl;lbordinate lodges of the state of Missouri, and incite dis
regard of Grand Lodge authority, an enemy of the fraternity could
only essay. I f the spirit of the document is to be taken as an example
of Conservatorism, the less we have of it the better we will be as
Masons.

Grand Correspondent Pearl in ~Jaine (1863) said:

It is a secret organization, the members having for their immediate
object official position in their own lodges and the Grand Lodge. It
is not only adopting a system of electioneering in its worst form in
our lodges, but it also introduces the caucus system. This Grand
Lodge has heretofore expressed its opinion in regard to electioneer
ing in most decided terms; and we fully believe that Maine will not
prove a fruitful soil for Conservatism, or any other ism, that would
so certainly entail evil upon our order.
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On August 20, 1863, the Grand ~1aster issued an edict
to all the lodges of :Maryland, in which he stated:

The propriety of My adressing you, at the present time assumes
the form of necessity, in view of the fact that there is now an extended
effort in - progress to- obliterate from Masonic memorial and tradi
tion, the very work for which she desires to ~etain in use by her
craftsmen. Within the past few years there has been organized within
that great body of Masonry a society which is termed "the Conser
vators of Symbolic Masonry." This society has appeared without any
authorized introduction and is entirely self-constituted and irresponsi
ble. It is clandestine in all its features. Bro. Rob. Morris of Ken
tucky appears as ·its chief and champion, and so far as I have been
able to learn, he is the only member of the association whose name
is in any way generally known to the Masonic community.

The society has adopted a system of work and lectures, styled the
"Webb-Preston" work, a certain form of which is printed and held
on sale to Masonic brethren at an enormously exorbitant price. * '* *
It cannot be that our brethren of Maryland will allow a mercenary
motive vigorously pursued to obliterate from use and memorial a sys
tem of work and lectures as appropriate and beautiful and consistent
with the landmarks as that which they have been working by au
thority for the last twenty years, and which is believed to be the work
as nearly as can be of the ancient craftsmen.

The Grand Lodge adopted a series of vigorous resolu
tions, terming the Conservators an unauthorized organization
and recommended that its members were a clandestine asso
ciation and should be so heH and treated by the l\Iasons
of :Maryland. The publication of any part of the ritual,
either in cipher or ~{nemonics was prohibited and to be re
garded as a shameful departure from ~fasonic propriety and
a dishonorable violation of obligations.

The Grand Lodge of ~Iichigan met January 13, 1864; the
Grand ~1aster was severe in his denunciation of the Conserva
tors, warning his brethren to have nothing to do with them
since it had produced. nothing but discord and confusion in
other jurisdictions. The situation was acute in Michigan, one
of the bitterest opponents of the movement being Grand Sec
retary James Fenton. The Grand Lodge resolved:

That any attempt, by any body of men or person, to introduce
or teach any change of our long-establsihed lectures is unconstitu
tional, unmasonic, and deserves the most severe reprehension, and
is by this Grand Lodge strictly forbiddden within this jurisdiction.
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l\1innesota, not to be outdone by her sisters, offered the
following (1863):

Other consequences, direct and inevitable, might be mentioned to re
sult from placing ,the authority proposed in the hands of one man.
We think it right to expose this most unmasonic and hurtful move
of the distinguished Mason of Kentucky, and that neither his bene
volence, his patriotism, his misfortunes, nor his poverty, should be
an excuse for his course.

In New Jersey, the Grand 1\1aster sa'id, January 20, 1864:

A little more than two years ago I first heard of Conservatorism.
Shortly after that time, together with my associate officers, I saw
the Conservator work exemplified at Jersey City. Immediately after
the exemplification, I gave directions to said officers to forbid said
work being used in any lodge within the state. I have always con
sidered the system a dangerous one to the fraternity. It is not right
that one man, however good be may be, should be entrusted with
the control of thousands of his fellows. * * * I would therefore recom
mend that such action be taken in this matter as will ef fectually put a
stop to carrying on Conservatorism in this state.

The Grand :Master of New Hampshire (June 10, 1863)
said:

That it is not desirable to listen to projects for introducing new
systems, however plausibly urged, and with whatever parade and au
thority. It will be quite time for us to adopt novelties when the
highest recognized tribunal shall give them indorsement; until then it
is better to make no departure from the ancient and approved pre
cedents.

Ohio was not behind, the Grand ~faster alluding to the dis
semination of the work as follows, October 10, 1863:

There has also been sufficient legislation to prevent the dissemina
tion of any ritual in this state other than that approved by the Grand
Lodge; and as the enactments and decisions of the Grand Lodge,
are by its constitution declared to be the supreme law in this jurisdic
tion, it is expected that every Mason in the state will conform to these
enactments and decisions, and do the utmost in his power to aid in
enforcing them and in preventing their violation, either by members
of the craft of this or other states.

Even in far away Oregon, the Conservator movement came
in for condemnation, the Grand Lodge adopting resolutions
condemning the Conservators and their designs and subject
ing to discipline "any 1\1ason, who, having become a member
of said organization, will not immediately withdraw his mem-
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bership from the same." In Wisconsin, the Grand Master
( 1863) submitted Morris' letter to the Grand Lodges of Mis
souri and lVlichigan, adding significantly "they are submitted
without comment, believing that they will be more fully at
tended to, if deemed necessary, by our Grand Body."

In Vermont (January 14, 1931) the Grand Lodge adopted
a resolution reading:

That the Masters of the subordinate lodges of this jurisdiction are
hereby directed to permit no person to lecture in their respective
lodges, without the permission of the Grand Master or Grand Lec
turer and that the sale or disposal in any way of any ritual of Ma
sonry not sanctioned by the Grand Lecturer is an invasion of the
rights of this Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Master be requested
to take measures for the ef fectual suppression of such traffic that
may come to his knowledge. "

Anthony O'Sullivan, the venerable correspondent in Mis
souri, added to his report (1864) :

If we have succeeded in convincing our brethren upon the testi
mony of others, that the Conservators' Association is fraught with
danger to Ancient Craft Masonry, and as such, should be discoun
tenanced by all true lvIasons, then have we not labored in vain.
From Maine to Oregon and from New Jersey to Colorado, these
people are denounced as corrupt and their organization treasonable.
Wherever they obtain a foothold they cause strife and contention,
and no confidence is to be placed in their professions, for as covenant
breakers, truth is totally ignored among them, and sincerity and plain
dealing i~ no part of their program. Even the dead-the honored dead
-are not allowed to rest in their graves undisturbed, but they must
be quoted as approving that which, were they living, they would
loathe and scorn. We in Missouri have had but few followers of
this heresy among us. We have, however, a list of names of Masons
of Missouri who are, or were, identified with the Conservators. They
may be found in the numbers of the "Conservator" now before us.
We believe our brethren were led to connect themselves with the or
ganization as much through curiosity as any other motive. We would
earnestly appeal to them to abandon all further connections with the
organization. Let us support and obey the edicts, rules, and regula
tions of our Grand Lodge; live faithful to. our obligations, and be true
to the great order, that when we die we may leave unsullied names
behind.

The Missouri Grand Lodge approved the course pursued
by its Grand :Master "in regard to Conservator Masonry, and
in carrying out the edicts of this Grand Lodge in reference
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to that destructive innovation. :May Conservator Masonry,
Robert Morris, and his infamously insulting 'Protest' alike,
ever meet the just detestation of all good Masons."

Nlissouri in 1864, realized that their renunciation oath was
entirely too drastic, inasmuch as it affected everyone who
had ever been connected with the association; it covered the
guilty and repentant alike. In this year, John D. Vincil,
presented a revised resolution which reads:

The committee appointed under resolution to revise the action of
the Grand JJodge at its last session concerning the Conservators' As
sociation, present the following:

Whereas, attempts have been' made to foist upon and introduce with
in the body of Masonry, in various grand lodges, an institution known
as the "Conservator's Association," contrary to, and in violation of the
ancient and cardinal principles and landmarks of our beloved order;
and

Whereas, the designs, principles, and tendencies of said associa
tion are subversive of the great and time honored institution of Ancient
Craft Masonry; therefore,

Resolved, 1. That we solemnly re-affirm our convictions, uttered
twelve months ago, that said association is a corrupt organization,
treasonable to the institution of Masonry, and destructive of its inter
ests and perpetuity.

Resolved 2. That this Grand Lodge peremptorily forbids the in
troduction of said work or organization within the limits of this
grand jurisdiction.

Resolved, 3. That no Mason, subject or adhering to said associa
tion shall be allowed to visit or sit in this Grand Lodge, or any sub
ordinate lodge thereunder, or be recognized by any Mason in this
jurisdiction, until he shall have solemnly, and in open lodge, re
nounced all connection with said association, its teachings and de
signs.

Resolved, 4. That hereafter no Grand officer of this Grand Lodge
and no officer of any subordinate lodge, shall be installed· until he
shall have made a solemn pledge, in open lodge, that, on his honor
as a Mason, he does not approve the principles and designs of said
association, and does not hold any connection therewith.

Resolved,S. That we reiterate our unqualified condemnation of
Robert Morris, as chief of said Conservators, regarding him as a
traitor to every interest sacred to our hearts in Masonry, and that he
deserves the heaviest penalties known to the order for his criminal
ahl1se of Masonic principle and usage.
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The new form of renunciation oath read:

I do solemnly declare on my honor as a Master Mason, that I
do not belong to the Conservator's Association; and that I will re
pudiate said system, its teachings, objects and designs.

The Grand Secretary was instructed to furnish circulars
to the subordinate lodges showing the action of the l\fisssouri
Grand Lodge. One instance was noted in 1865 where the
District Deputy Grand i\Iaster of the Third l\Iasonic District
"prohibited brethren in Nebraska City (territory), holding
membership in Mo., visiting lodges where it was confessed
they worked Conservator work, and liked it better than
the old because it was shorter."

The fight in Iowa became very bitter; in 1864, Grand l\las
ter Guilbert presided over the Grand Lodge of Iowa; he was
the fountain head of Conservatorism in that state. How
ever, Iowa "discountenanced and disapproved" as well as pro
hibited the organization.

Kentucky, home of the Chief Conservator, considered the
matter at its 1864 Communication; the Grand Master recom
mended that the Grand Lodge take such action "as will for
ever banish the last vestige of the organization of Conserva
tors from the Grand and Subordinate "Lodges of Ken
tucky." A communication was read, signed by a number
of members of the Conservator Association, renouncing the
system; at the head of the list was that of Past Grand ~laster

Hiram Bassett.

New York, in annual communication assembled (1865)
voted the following resolution:

That in the opinion of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York,
the printing and publication in "cypher and Mnemonics" of any por
tion of the ritual of Masonry, 110t purely monitorial, is a shameful
departure from Masonic propriety, an'd a violation of Masonic ob
ligation, and receives the unquali fied condemnation of the Grand
Lodge.

Grand :Master Houston (l\Jissouri, 1867), refers to the
failure of "That stupendous confederation which so recently
sought to re-enact with such peril to the order, that terrible
conspiracy." He regarded the movement as dead and in 1868,
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Rufus E. Anderson offered the following resolution, which
was adopted:

\Vhereas, the so called Conservator's Association is among the
things that were, and the necessity for guarding against the visits of
recognition of its adherents no longer exists, therefore,

Resolved, that third and fourth resolutions and form of renuncia
tion of this Grand Lodge. adopted in 1864, relative to said associa
tion, and found on page 29 of the constitution and by-laws of this
Grand Lodge, be and the same are hereby repealed.

In 1886, lVIorris visited and was warmly welcomed at the
annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Missouri-a
Grand Lodge which once termed him a traitor and deserving
of the greatest penalties.



CHAPTER IX.

The Conservator's Defense

Doubt not for a moment that the Conservator movement
failed to find those who would rise to its defense. There
were hundreds of willing pens and as many eloquent voices
all eager and anxious to defend their opinions and the as
sociation. True, l\Jorris as Chief Conservator, led the fight,
but in every Grand Lodge was usually to be found one or
more Grand Lodge of ficers or experienced ritualists willing
to battle for the cause of "uniformity and authenticity," for
tified no doubt by the argument contained in the official
magazine.

An official pronouncement mailed to all members contained
the following material:

We are law-abiding men and perfectly understand our relation
to the Grand Lodge, to whose lawful authority we will unhesitat
ingly submit. And if the Grand Lodge enj oins upon us to practice
in our lodges a ritual which differs from the one we know to be
ancient and genuine, we will obey, for such is our duty. But while
doing so, we will go on learning the true work and making friends
for it, and pointing out the defects in the others; nor will we cease
our efforts until the Grand Lodge adopts it. This, we feel con
fident, will be done sooner or later, not only here, but throughout
the world.

\Ve have an inalienable right to J0111 any association we please
and to take any degrees we please; and we are the only judges of
the propriety of such course.

No grand lodge has any control. constitutional or inherent, over
us in that respect; nor can any history be found in which such a
claim has ever been set up by a Grand Lodge, until last year, by
the Grand' Lodge of Minnesota, a little handful of lodges.

We have been assailed with the most unjust, un-masonic and dia
bolical aspersions, merely because we do not choose to take into our
association certain classes of men who are crowding and disgracing our
lodges.

We have borne their taunts and slanders in silence, because our
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motto is "Prudence, Patience, Victory" and because we have all the
time been making good headway under the most adverse circum
stances.

It was the contention of :Morris that no law of a Grand
Lodge could affect the right of an individual to "learn what
ever system or sort of l\Jasonry he pleases." He recognized,
at the same time, the right of a Grand Lodge to say what
kind 'of l\1asonry should be taught in its lodges, otherwise a
Grand Lodge would be nothing, but he believed it the duty
of the Grand Lodge to "search out, inquire for and secure
the true, ancient, and genuine work and to afford ample"
means for its dissemination."

~rorris issued a circular in reply to an edict of Grand :Mas
ter A. T. C. Pierson of Minnesota, which had been issued
in August, 1861; Pierson had expressed his opinion that the
association was a "pecuniary speculation" and that its object
was "to influence and control subordinate and Grand Lodge
action through secret agents, subjecting the subordinate and
Grand Lodge to the control of the Chief Conservator." Pier
sons' edict declared the ass'ociation un-masonic and proposed
to subject every brother to l\Jasonic discipline who was con
nected with it or who should in any way aid or abet it.

l\forris' reply was what we should have expected:

LaGrange, Ky.,

Sept. 20, 1861.

Sir and Brother: My attention has been called to a Circular Let
ter, signed by "A. T. C. Pierson," as Grand Master of Minnesota,
and dated Aug. 15, 1861, in which he warns the Lodges of his jurisdic
tion against a "new and secret Association among Masons," the orig
inator and chief of which is ROB MORRIS." As this circular has
been ventilated through the press, and copies sent abroad it is due
to myself and others, that its misstatements be exposed.

The charges of Mr. Pierson, so far as they may apply to me, or
to any society of which I am a member, are simply false. I am con
nected with no society whose purpose is a "pecuniary speculation." I
know of no society, the object of which is to "subject the subordinate
and Grand Lodges to the control of the Chief Conservator," and I am
not affiliated with any "That is contrary to the Ancient Constitutions,
Usages and Spirit of Masonry." Before making such serious charges
against me, it was due to courtesy, as well as his own Masonic obliga-
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tions that Mr. Pierson should have made personal inqumes of me.
In not doing so, he has himself committed a grave Masonic offense,
for which I charge him before God and the Masonic world.

As certain journalists have exercised themselves in regard to what
they are pleased to style the "Order of Conservators," and the wildest
conjectures have been bestowed upon it, I deem it proper to say to you,
as a Mason of distinction, that the only society with which I am con
nected, or of which I have any knowledge, that proposes to reform the
Work and Lectures, is one in whose origin the late lamented Philip
C. Tucker, had a large share. The germ of this society may be seen
in his address to the Grand Lodge of Vermont in 1859-60 and '61, ex
tracts from which were so largely copied into the proceedings of nearly
all the Grand Lodges, as gems of rare value.

The society is merely an agreement for a limited period, of in
formed and zealous Masons (numbering now more than eight hun
dred), to learn and impart-so far as Grand Lodge Regulations per
mit, the genuine Webb-Preston Work and Lectures. Among us are
many Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Wardens, Grand
Secretaries, and others of learning, experience and distinction, who
are perfectly capable of understanding their Masonic duties and ob·
ligations.

There is no. fee or contribution beyond the bare outlays, in which
each bears an equitable part; there is no subjection of subordinate and
Grand Lodges to the control of the Chief Conservator, and no inter
ference whatever with the constitutional prerogatives of the respec
tive Grand Lodges. We have acquired the correct work, and we es
teem it priceless. Our first and last rule is "loyalty to the Grand
Lodge of which each is a member," and we never violate it.

Our keeping the movement secret is no one's business but our own.
This is still a free country, and each man in it, especially each Mason,
has the right to his own secret. None but the evil will impute evil to
his neighbor. Masonry itself is a secret, and many matters in it
some of them minute, and even unimportant-have been made the
subjects of secret associations. Hence, the Past Master's secret-that
of the Royal Arch of the Council Degree, the High Priesthood, the
Encampment, and the file of secrets called the Scotch Rite. Who shall
say that eight hundred Masons may not unite for a limited period in
another Masonic secret, and even increase their numbers eight thou
sand, or eighty thousand, if they choose, without being plastered over
with ignominious epithets by those who are not invited to join with us."

I have no quarrel with Mr. Pierson. The fraternity knows us both.
I cheerfully leave my friends to vindicate me from his apersions.
Where I alone am concerned, I rarely answer an attack, .nor would
I give such prominence to this, were not many other men assailed
with me. That I have made many mistakes in my life, I am well
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aware; but I am myself the chief sufferer from them. Of inten
tional errors, I think I have committed but few. My labors for Ma
sonry have yielded me but a scanty support for my family, while they
have brought upon me ill health, premature age, and a mountain of
debts. I find myself at this late day, after eleven years consecutive and
most arduous labor as a Masonic teacher, out of employment, and un
certain where to turn to make a support. Am I the proper subject,
then to be charged by A. T. C. Pierson as a "Masonic Speculator?" Let
God judge between us.

Those who desire to know further of the great movement of UNI
FORMITY OF WORK have but to apply to me, and I will frankly
communicate. There has been a standing notice to this effect in my
paper (The Voice of Masonry) for a long period. The "secret," about
which so much silly gossip has been expended, is open to every pru
dent and zealous Mason; and I pray you to believe by all that I have
done or endeavored to do, as a Teacher of Masonry, that I know my
duty too well, to go one step beyond that which precedent and pru
dence justify.

With sincere regard to you, and the craft who have honored you
with their favor, I am

Respectfully yours,

ROB MORRIS,
P. G. M. of Kentucky.

One of the most distinguished 1\1asons, not himself a Con
servator, expressed his disapproval of the attacks made upon
1\1orris; he wrote Morris:

I have regretted beyond measure, the attacks that have been made
on you. I have seen no cause for them, and I see none now. You
have been peculiarly unfortunate and some of them were induced by
that, I have no doubt. Where I gave you my sympathy, others
turned upon you the cold shoulder. I think that and
........................ started this feeling, and some who thought them the
High Priests of Masonry joined in the cry. You have labored hard
and faithfully and it is a shame that you should suffer so unreasonably
from those who have not done the tithe of good you have to the holy
cause.

Almost a year following the time set for the dissolution of
the association, Morris issued a circular letter rehearsing the
story of the organization, its obstacles, its results and a num
ber of miscellaneous matters in which he discussed some
of the reasons for the failure of the movement:

The obstacles· we have met with have been numerous and some
of them serious, and for a time almost disheartening. Persons who
were not admitted into the Conservator's Association took umbrage,
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and formed associations against us. One or two traitors were de
veloped in our own ranks. Attacks were made upon our plans and
aims and motives by a part of the Masonic papers. Several Grand
Lodges, misconceiving our purposes, and assuming the right to inves
tigate our operations, passed severe resolutions against us. As the
Olief Conservator, I have been singled out, by name, as the object
of these attacks; my labors villified, my business ruined, and my mo
tives impugned. The far famed honor and generosity of the Masonic
fraternity have, in some instances, been lost sight of in this bitter
warfare against our in.nocent and well-meaning society. In one case,
an eminent and most worthy brother was expelled by his grand lodge
for refusing to give up his copy of Mnemonics, an article which was
his own personal property, and no more the subject of such a demand
than his pencil-case, or watch. In short, the history of the Con
servators' Association has developed an opposition unscrupulous and
un-masonic in the extreme, and it is no merit of our opponents that
we have not all been expelled for exercising a right belonging to every
Mason.

To the action of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in reqmnng
a Renunciation Oath, of all its members, ~forris directed the
following reply:

A Solemn Protest.

.(Directed to the Masonic brethren of Missouri against the legisla
tion of their Grand Lodge concerning the Society of the Conservators,
in May, 1863, by Rob Morris.)

To the brethren of Missouri:

I have just been shown a Circular Letter, issued by order of your
Grand Lodge, in which my name and labors are referred to with most
scandalous and un-Masonic freedom. I hasten to appeal to you against
this outrage, upon private character, and to show you the great in
jury your Grand Lodge has done me in this their hasty legislation.

A person from Illinois-one H. G. Reynolds, a person deposed from
the office of Grand Secretary, and under charges before his Lodge at
Springfield for offenses against Masonry of the blackest die-of
fenses for which, if proved, he will be expelled-has been attempting
for some time to conceal his own misconduct from the public eye
by blatant and unscrupulous attacks upon his Grand Master and oth
ers at home and upon the Society of Conservators abroad. He went to
your Grand Lodge, whose members were not aware of his true char
acter, and made a series of statements against the Conservators and
myself as one of them, which are grossly false. Your Grand Lodge
referred the matter, properly, to a Committee of three, of whom per
sonally I know nothing. That Committee in their proceedings, seem
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to have lost sight of justice and reason altogether. For instead of
notifying me, the party personally charged, the one whose name has
been so blackened by this fellow Reynolds-instead of informing me
of the charges, instead of asking for time to make inquiries, instead
of doing, in short, the very thing for which they were appointed, viz:
to investigate the charges, they confined themselves to listening to
the falsehoods of Reynolds and speedily made their reports.

In that Report they speak of me as no Mason should speak of an
other. In it they allude to my "self-confessed crimes." What shame
less falsehoods have they put their names to! My "self-confessed
crimes!" \-\Then? Where? What? I can understand the crimes Rey
nolds has committed.· I can realize the weakness and folly of your
Committee. What other crimes have been "self-confessed?" In all
my reading of Grand Lodge Reports, I never saw anything so foolish
and unjustifiable as this.

A person who is familiar with the history of your Grand Lodge,
of the last 20 years-with the charges and counter-charges, the bicker
ings, accusations and contentions that have often nearly rent it asun
der-would suppose that its members had learned by this time to be
charitable and cautious concerning the quarrels of Masons abroad.
It would really seem that the least your Grand Lodge could have done
with this Reynolds would have been-as the Grand Lodge of Indiana
did the week following-to treat him with contemptuous coldness: and
let him carry his slanderous tongue elsewhere. But no; instead of
that, they adopted the Committee's Report, and if the memorandum
the Grand Secretary has put so conspicuously upon the Circular is
true, unanimously. This act is a burlesque upon Masonic legislation,
and so the pen of the historian will pronounce it.

The Association of ~'Conservators?" of which I have the honor to be
an humble member, is a society of Masons of all grades, ages and ex
periences, gathered together from every State and from foreign coun
tries that largest, most influential and most respectable band of Ma
sons ever united in a single aim since the Temple-Builders returned to
Joppa. Nearly 3,000 in number; chosen for their moral worth, their
zeal for Masonry, their devotion to its best interests, their solemn at
tachment to their obligations and their determination to produce a
world-wide Uniformity of Work by restoring the ancient Rituals of
Preston and \\-rebb, they deserve the highest commendation of all who
love the order. Amongst the originators of this Society, first among
his equals, was Philip C. Tucker. The work they teach is the work
formerly taught in your State and throughout the only work that ever
was or could be uniform in this country. They pursue no methods
of disseminating the work save those which are ancient, loyal to
Grand Lodges, prudent and legitimate. Their rules and plans are
open to the inspection of every true Mason; for years I have kept a
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standing notice to that effect in the "Voice of Masonry." Were their
lists of members l>ublished before you, you would be astonished at the
blackness of defamation with which Reynolds and some fourteen others
like him have pursued them.

And this is the Society at which your Grand Lodge edict is aimed.
A charge founded on falsehood, and taken on trust and without ex
amination, is adopted without consideration, and sent before the
world. I call upon you, I call upon every intelligent Mason in the
world, to enter your protest against the act. '

I am but an humble member of the Conservators' Association, but I
was among its originators and I know of what I affirm. I declare
to you upon my honor as a Mason-upon my long experience as a
Masonic student, and one who has taken all the Degrees known to
the craft in this country, upon my faith as a Christian, that the state
ments I have made above are true; that our purposes are exalted, our
plans are intelligent, our works are loyal, honorable, submissive to
constitutional Grand Lodge authority, 'and strictly conformable with
those of Preston and \Vebb. And I· declare that all statements to the
contrary are gross falsehoods.

I therefore ask you, Brethren of Missouri, many of whom have
known me long and intimately, to open this matter before you~ Lodges
and instruct the delegates to your next Grand Lodge to rescind the
edict alluded to and hear evidence upon the subject. I will be present
to testify, and there shall be abundant testimony from those who know
the truth and can tell it.

I am,

With profound respect,

Your Brother,

LaGrange, Ky., July 6, 1863. ROB MORRIS.

To the attacks made upon him and the Association in
:\Iichigan, ~Iorris replied by circular as follows:

To the Freemasons of Michigan:

Brethren: The peaceful spirit that prevailed in your Grand Lodge
at its close in January last and the loving and harmonious mood in
which we parted, have been wantonly disturbed by an "address" de
livered at Detroit, March 13, 1863, by Bro. James Fenton. This Ad
dress hawked and peddled about your State. and sent to other States
as though of general interest, is signed by its author as "Grand Sec
retary" which assumption gives it an importance otherwise not its own.
It is full of cruel and unjust attacks, but were it not for the unjustifi
able use of an official name, I would not reply to it. The whole quar
rel is Brother Fenton's, not mine; there are no Masonic principles in-
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volved in it, and I could safely leave the matter in your hands to
judge its indecency and injustice as you will. I have been attacked
as wantonly and un-Masonically by men far the superiors of your
"Grand Secretary," and have discovered that the silence of dignity
and innocence is properly construed by the masses of the Masonic
Craft. But I am advised that this "address" of Brother Fenton's is
looked upon by some as expressing the sentiments of Michigan Masons
concerning me, and as I know it does not, I will let the world know
it also. Am I not right?

What is there in the world easier than answering such malicious
attacks? It is only to out-scandal the scandalizer; to call hard
names; to impugn motives; to sprinkle plentifully with "knave,"
"liar," and "fool," in short, to throw off the Masonic covenants en
tirely. And in the present case how easy to give form to rumors,
and hurl back upon Bro. Fenton the foul accusations which are so
plentiful in this "Address." See how he rings the changes upon my
bad qualities of mind, temper, and heart. What weapons of retaliation
he puts in my hand, should 1 choose to employ them! But for the
sake of the common cause and of the common covenants, which he
has so ignored, I will reply in a tone and temper widely different from
his, and you shall not again be put to shame before the reading world
by an accusing and maligning "Address."

The whole of Bro. Fenton's pamphlet, lengthy, confused and tedious
as it is, may be summed up under three heads, viz:

First, He denies the authenticity of the work which I teach.

Second, He inserts some letters, far better adapted to the privy
than the press, from Masons in Minnesota and Indiana.

Third. He attacks the Conservators.

* * *. I follow the same order in my reply and will close with
some general remarks.

First, The Authenticity of the Webb Work.

There are not many persons who have the time or patience to in
vestigate, with the industry the subject demands the authenticity
of Rituals. There are still fewer who have the opportunity. The
most of Masons must take this matter upon trust, just as the most
of Christians must take the matter of the authenticity of the Holy
Writings on trust. For indeed the evidence, upon which the genuine
ness of the W-ebb Rituals, which I teach, is founded, is the same
sort, as that by which the genuineness of the 66 books of the Bible
is established. For those persons who prayerfully and studiously
investigate the Sacred Canon, there are facts and deductions logical,
close and as a whole satisfactory to the mind. Some of the sacred
Books and parts of others are less satisfactory in this respect, but
in the main they convince the reason and are accepted. It is so with
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the Webb Rituals.* Every question and answer, every word
does not rest upon the same amount of evidence, but when the
whole is studied as one subject, when the ritual is examined by the
light of scripture, philology, and evidence, written and unwritten,
the whole will be accepted by an unbiased mind. Such students as
Preston, Williams of Kentucky, Dr. Austin of Indiana, Col. Benton of
Iowa, Dr. Cruikshank of New York, and very many of that class who
have given that patient and thorough examination to the Webb rituals,
which they were so well able to do, concur in these views. Nearly ev
ery American Mason made prior to 1826, admits, when questioned,
that this is the work he learned. The old Craftsmen of Ireland and
Scotland testify to the same. In my travels I have examined a great
number of the veterans of our order, rehearsed the Webb Lectures
and exemplified the \Vebb Work to them, and their testimony is al
most to a man, in the affirmative. I ask every Mason in Michigan
who knows this Work-as many do-to sit down by an old Mason
and deliberately repeat the Lectures before him. Every expression
will touch a chord in his memory. Then proceed to rehearse the
ceremonies. He will declare with the truth and earnestness of age
"that is the way I learned it!" But if you make this experiment with
any of the bastard system, the "Baltimore Work" the "Drew Work"
or the "Smith," "Jones," "Brown," etc., etc.-which 1 have often
done-for I know them all-it will prove an egregious failure.

*Our Indiana brethren give these Rituals the name of "Webb-Pres
ton." They are better styled the "Ancient York Rituals" with which
they are identical.

For my part, I was slow to adopt the Webb Work. From 1850
to 1857, I was collecting the evidences of its authenticity, but did not
admit myself convinced by them. Nor was it until my personal visit
to Tucker and Willson of Vermont in the latter year, that 1 saw the
crowning evidence which confirmed all my previous investigations
and irresistibly won my assent. If this work is not the Webb Work,
then there is no such thing extant, and if such a long and patient
investigation as mine does not deserve success what will you think of
Brother Benton's investigations, confined as they are to Detroit and
John Barney.

It is very singular that while a person is allowed credit in other
professions for hard study and laborious investigations, yet in Masonic
matters he becomes a "conceited egotist" if he claims to know anything
more than his neighbors. For 13 years I have given exclusive atten
tion to the study of Masonry as a science. I have visited more than
2,000 lodges and drawn for Masonic information upon every body who
has any or pretends to have any. If I had devoted this mental labor
to medicine, the law or any professional pursuit, I might rationally
claim the name of an expert. Yet because I profess to have ac-
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quired, from all my study and labor, a correct Ritual, I am hunted
down by a little group of Masons, of which Bro. Fenton is a bright
specimen, and my claims attempted to be refuted and ridiculed. But I
am not dismayed, and shall still profess to the world "There is hut
one correct Ritual in this country and that is Webb's!"

Every statement made upon the subject of Rituals by Grand Mas
ter Darrow in his Address to your last Grand Lodge is literally correct.
Though I did not see that Address and know nothing of its contents
until I heard him read it in Grand Lodge (all assertions to the con
trary notwithstanding) yet with all my familiarity with the subject
I could not have prep~red a more faithful exhibit of it than he did, I
therefore make his remarks a part of this "Reply" and refer you to
them to save repetition. Bro. Darrow has by that Address set up a
landmark to the Craft of Michigan and I admire Bro. Fenton's pru
dence who goes out of his way to attack me viciously and ungentle
manly, but makes no assault on Bro. Darrow. He is wise. But you,
my Brethren of Michigan, will better understand the cause of Bro.
Fenton's prudence in this matter when I inform you that he as·
sured Bro. Darrow last January in my hearing that he (Fenton) was
in favor of the Grand Lodge adopting the W ebb-Preston Work! But
this was before the election of Grand Secretary!

In my remarks before your Grand Lodge in January, 1863, I spe
cified the Grand Lodges in which the Webb Work is now practiced
and among them enumerated Itlinois. Brother Fenton without go
ing there to see or asking a single truthful witness, flatly contra
dicts my statement. I now reaffirm it, and I refer you to the Grand
Master of Itlinois. (Bro. Blair, one of nature's noblemen for truth
and honor) also to the Deputy Grand Master; both the Grand War
dens, the Grand Treasurer and the Grand Lecturers. Surely their tes
timony will be convincing. I cannot refer you to the late Grand
Secretary Reynolds, who is quoted by Bro. Fenton. For Reynolds is
not a reliable man in his statements, and at this time (July 6, 1863)
he is under charges before his Lodge at Springfield for offenses
of the blackest die against Masonry, for· which if convicted he will
be expelled. and he has been deposed from his office as Grand Sec
retary for his shameless misconduct. I repeat that the Webb Work is
the official work of Itlinois to which may be added Iowa, Indiana,
Nebraska, \Vashington Territory, North Carolina, Vermont and Con
necticut. With very slight variations it is also the work of Rhode
Island, Alabama, Delaware, Louisiana, New Hampshire, Virginia,
Kansas, Florida and Maine. So far as there is any official work in
Kentucky, it is the same. In many States (including some of the
above) the whole subject of Rituals is left in the hands of the Grand
Master. I f he happens to be acquainted with the Webb work he
teaches it and that for the year, is the official Work of his jurisdiction.
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Bro. Fenton asserts that there is no evidence that Barney received
his work directly from Webb. I answer that there is such evidence
and it is direct. In the Voice of Masonry of March, 1863, pages
523, etc., is a letter from the venerable Samuel Willson to which I refer
you. The gist of the letter is: "That Barney stated that when he
called on Webb to obtain the lectures Webb said he was engaged but
referred him to Gleason, who, Webb said, would give them precisely
as he himself would do. Barney replied that his brethren had fur
nished him the means' to obtain the Webb Ritual and nothing else
would satisfy them. Webb, replied that he would occasionally hear
him recite and would review the whole before he left and that he
accordingly did so. This statement of Barney's satisfied the Grand
Lodge of Vermont and Dorchester Lodge and has never been called
in question in Vermont to my knowledge. Barney never saw either
Fowle or Snow to my knowledge:'-This evidence is from a hale,
stout old man whose memory is vigorous and clear and whose moral
character is unimpeachable.

The reason why Barney is so unreliable that I dropped his Rituals
ten years ago, is that he changed his work in every State where the
Grand Ma~ter required it. He adapted his Work to the views and
wishes of the Brethren of the different States. How then can he be
deemed reliable? John Barney was an honest, good man. He was
poor and had to make a living. He was ignorant; he had no aspira
tions of fame; his very ghost must smile at the idea of being quoted
as a sage and scholar in the way Bro. Fenton is doing. Barney
was a useful man in his way and deserves a kind record. But he
was not a Webb and had no aspirations like those of Webb. He is
no more to be quoted for his work than any other of the scores of
honest and ignorant men who in the last 50 years have "gone to
teaching Masonry" upon a small capital of notes and local instruc·
tions.

What Barney taught to Bro. Fenton is doubtless for the most part
as he learned it of \\Tebb. Wherever it di Hers from that, it is wrong,
and all the special pleading in the world cannot make it otherwise.
Barney had no more right to alter the Rituals than I have,
and I have never added or substracted to the amount of a letter.
That wonderful array of Solons that asembled at Baltimore in 1843
had just as little right as Barney had and their "bastardisms" have
met almost universal execration.

Second. The Letters of Bayless and Pierson.

Bro. Fenton inserts a letter from Sol. D. Bayless, Past Grand Mas
ter of Indiana. To read that epistle would not one suppose the writer
was deranged or worse? \\That a diabolical spirit is manifested in it!
Those who know the cause of Bayless' enmity towards me will smile
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at its impotent malice. Bro. Fenton was hard up for materials when
he published it.

As to the issue of facts between Bayless and Bro. Darrow, it only
need be shown, that Bro. Darrow copied from the proceedings of the
Grand Lodge of Indiana for 1861, and that Bayless never dared con
tradict those statements at home. They are true in every particular
as a hundred witnesses still living will testify.

Bayless charges me with being mercenary. This comes with a sin
gular grace from a man whose very seal as Notary Public has the
Square and Compass on it and whose chief use of Masonry is to
make money or business popularity.

The letter of Pierson can stand as it is. His views upon Rituals
are entitled to no weight whatever. His attacks upon me will scarcely
accomplish more than his attacks up'on Webb have done and that is
just nothing at all.

This drawing out private letters and then publishing them is a poor
way to carryon a dignified debate. I have a good stock of such if I
chose to publish them, but I will first exhaust my supply of decency,
logic, and honor. I will only say in answer to Pierson that he does
not know enough about Rituals to distinguish between the exoteric
"Vork and the esoteric. The former which makes up Webb's Free
mason's Monitor was repeatedly changed, enlarged and improved. The
latter (which is the secret Work of Masonry) was never changed
in a single word from the time Webb received it, about 1795, to the year
of his death, 1819.

Third. The Attack upon Conservators.

This attack upon Conservators has become quite fashionable of
late. When a Brother feels doubtful about his re-election to office
or desires to smuggle up his Masonic doings, financial or otherwise,
he has only to raise a smoke against the Conservators and lie con
cealed therein. Bro. Fenton will have good company in this raid.
There are as many combined in it as there were in the attack upon
a certain historical character of whom Masons wot. His "Address"
so far as relates to this subject-will be reproduced in three or four
quasi Masonic papers, worked up into three or four Reports on Foreign
Correspondence and be used by three or four sharp-eyed critics as
"Additional evidence against the Conservators."

Well, let it be so. The Conservators will still survive. If their
organization is too feeble to resist these windy assaults it ought to
go down. \Ve expected,-we who first set the matter on foot,-to
have the opposition of a certain set and we have not been disap
pointed. It is true that we looked for a fraternal and logical contest
and not one which would disgrace a political canvas. In this our
just expectations have not altogether been realized. In the face of
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all this opposition from "the fifteen Conspirators," we have gone quiet
ly along until the first half hundred members, of whom Philip C.
Tucker was one, have increased to more than 2,700 and the victory
we sought, over error, innovation and ignorance is now nigh at hand.

I will state, since Bro. Fenton has made them public, that those
"Communications No.1 and 2" are for the most part, correctly given
in his "Address." They present a system carefully elaborated by the
wisest men in the Masonic Order and one which has met the almost
universal approval of the Craft to whom they have been exhibited.
Through them, there has been gathered together from every State
and from foreign countries the largest, most influential and most re
spectable band of Masons ever united in a single aim since the Tem
ple Builders returned to Tyre. Nearly 3.000 in number,-chosen for
their moral worth, their zeal for Masonry, their devotion to its
best interests, their solemn attachment to their obligations, and their
determination to produce a world wide Uniformity in Work by re
storing the ancient Rituals of Preston and Webb-these Conservators
laugh to scorn the attempts of such men as Bro. Fenton to check their
increase or to interfere with their just rights. They are not only
Masons but Free Masons, and thy need no man to tell them their
privileges, as such.

As an humble member of the Conservators' Association, one who
has witnessed its workings from the first, I am willing to stand or
fall with it. Should the unbiased judgment of the Masonic Craft
judge it to be unlawful, unmasonic and opposed to the real interests
of Masonry, then Masonry is not the thing it is represented in its
printed Monitors to be, and I do not wish to be a Mason any longer.
Many of those who will read this Reply of mine know the truth of
what I aver. All other good Masons are welcome to know. For years
I have had a standing notice in the "Voice of Masonry" to the effect.
Let those who prefer receiving light from myself. to drawing their
deductions from the partial and malicious statemcnts of Bro. Fenton,
direct their inquiries to mc. The Conservators are willing to leave the
propriety and lawfulness of their movement to the unbiased judg
ment of the Craft.

Fourth. Concluding Remarks.

Bro. Fenton gives in his "Address" a historical sketch of the cele
brated "Baltimore Convention" but stops short of its real history.
It proved to be a humbug of the largest dimensions. It was a blad
der promptly pricked. I ts members when they returned home dif
fered even more from each other in their Rituals than before they
met. Its organ "The Masonic Trestle Board" professedly published
as the exponent of its views, was openly denounced by the President
of the Convention (John Dove) as a fraud upon the fraternity and
the Grand Lodge of Virginia sustained the charge. The few Grand
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Lodges that adopted or tried to adopt the "Baltimore Work" dropped
it as fast as they could, and the historian seeking to acquire a cor
rect copy of it, pursues a myth. In Baltimore the Work is never
heard of and if Bro. Fenton really has it, as it came direct from the
Monumental City he could add considerably to his emoluments by
exhibiting it as a curiosity. I do not know a Lodge in the United
States that works it.

The "Gleason Key," referred to by Bro. Fenton has been in my
possession for several years. It is very similar to the Webb Work,
but where it differs, it is unauthoritative. There is no other evidence
of the authenticity of this "Key" than the fact of its being in Glea
son's handwriting. But I have two other "Keys" in the same hand
writing! If any Qne really .wants to know the work Gleason taught,
let him go to the old Massachusetts Masons, those who are uncor
rupted by the "Baltimore" innovations, and he will see that it is
word for word the Webb Work as I teach it.

Thus, my Brethren of Michigan, I close the subject for the pres
ent. I regret the necessity of this "Reply." I bore in silence the at
tacks of Rev. Bro. Jacockes in your Grand Lodge and afterwards at
Chicago, because as a private Mason he can do but little mischief.
I have also borne a good deal of slander in the Detroit papers though
I well knew whose hand directed the shaft. But the "Address" of
Bro. Fenton as "Grand Secretary" demanded an answer and I have
given it. It has been hard to restrain my feelings, wounded and out
raged as they have been. I knew perfectly well that Bro. Fenton's
object in this whole attack is to prolong his waning popularity, to re
cover the votes in Detroit and elsewhere that he has lost and to be re
elected Grand Secretary. I could say a great deal in his diparage
ment and have found it difficult to avoid saying it. If, in spite of my
self-denial, I have said too much. pa;don me and attribute the error
to feelings overcharged.

am,

Your Obedient Servant
and Brother,

ROB MORRIS.
LaGrange, Ky., July 6, 1863.

Distribute this communication.-To save postage, we send all the
copies that are due in any particular locality to some Qne of the
Conservators. The brother so receiving them will do us the great
favor to distribute them, and in acknowledging receipt of this will
give us the lists of those to whom they are so distributed. And this
will be a good time for you to notify us of the death or removal of
any of the Conservators. Will you kindly oblige us in this?
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Concluding AppeaL-Our time is short; only 693 more days are
left of the term of our Association. Let us resolve that every day
shall have its deed. Let every Conservator do what lies in his power
to increase the number of our members, and to spread the knowledge
of the Work.

It is particularly and most earnestly requested that every Brother
who receives this copy shall immediately acknowledge its receipt.
Direct to Rob Morris, Box 6208, Chicago, Illinois.



Fraternally,

CHAPTER X.

Morris Bids Farewell.

June 24, 1865, ended the five-year period which had been
fixed for the life of the Conservator Association. The last
two or three years of the Conservator Era were filled with
trials and tribulations for the Chief Conservator. The Civil
\Var was in progress, cutting off the Southern States. and
in the North the movement was encountering attacks, many
vitriolic, which became bitter anel often personal.

True to his promise. l\Iorris closed the books of the As
sociation and it thereafter became extinct; we read of it oc
casionally in grand lodge proceedings for a decade and then
it passes into the realm of the past.

l\Iorris bid an official farewell to the association in the
official magazine (Voice of "Masonry, Vol. III):

To the Members of the Conservators' Association:

Brethren: This day terminates, by limitation, "The Society of Con
servators." By the original constitution of the congregation, founded
June 24, 1860, the term of five years, was set as the period to which
the Society should be extended.

In taking leave of the large and intelligent membership over which
he has presided so long, the undersigned cannot restrain an expres
sion of his pleasure at the large progress made in disseminating these
earnest principles of Ritualisms for which we have been banded to
gether. Whatever he may have failed in, we have accomplished more
in five years than all other agencies combined have done in forty;
and whatever opposition we may have encountered, we have ex
hibited in the operations of our Society the best instance of har
monious combination of three thousand Masons for a term of years,
that the history of the Masonic Order presents. We have no regret
ful memories associated with our connection with the Conservators'
Association.

June 24. 1865.

Yours in a zealous bond,

ROB MORRIS,
Chief Conservator.
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In the same issue of the "Voice of Masonry," Morris
sums up what he regards as the results of. the Conservator
movement, first takini occasion to explain the n~cessity of the
movement, its principles, and the attacks which had been
made upon it. He said:

In our July issue we promised to give a sketch of the new dis-'
solved Association, its principles,. aims and progress. Our readers
must have observed that while most of the Masonic presses of the
day were teeming with articles written from an outside and unfriendly
standpoint, we have scarcely alluded to the subject in our columns,
but have watched with amused eye, the stirring-up, the tempest in the
teapot, of our contemporaries, their queer £lounderings in search of
truth (?) and their large misses and mistakes in the same. Not one
of them but might on application to us have learned the whole truth;
not one of them ever did apply to us for the truth or any part of it
for that matter.

In our articles under the above head, of which we propose to
make four, we will give:

(1) The origin and apparent necessity of a National movement of
this sort.

(2) The principles introduced in the Conservators' Association.

(3) The attacks, official and non-official, upon the Conservators'
Association.

(4) The results achieved by the movement.

The origin of the Conservators' Association was like that of all
great movements of a National character, consentatious with a large
number of persons. Hints and suggestioJ,ls of the importance of some·
thing of this sort can be seen in the proceedings of Grand Lodges,
public addresses, Masonic periodicals and elsewhere for the last thirty
years. There is probably no man of intelligence who has given much
thought to 'the undertaking and necessity of Freemasonry, but what
has conceived such a plan as this-UTo organize intelligent Masons,
irrespective of Grand Lodge attachments, into a society for the greater
purity of Masonic ritual," and this is the whole spirit and purpose
of the society of Conservators.

The history of Masonry in England gives a parallel case that is
exactly at point. W m. Preston, a well instructed and authorized
lecturer and writer on Masonic topics, after preparing a set of Bhte
Lodge rituals, by examination of the fragments of rituals then in
use, replacing lost portions and rejecting innovations, organized a so
ciety outside of the Grand Lodge control through which his reformed
rituals might be disseminated; to these he gave the name of "Harodim."
Many of the brighest lights of England were initiated into it. The
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movement makes but little appearance in history as compared with
that of the Conservators, but this is explained by the fact that there
were no periodicals in the time of W m. Preston devoted to Masonry.
Had there been, it is likely enough that the great ritualist would have
experienced the fate of moral crucifixion at their hands; but his bold·
ness and independence in another direction brought him into con
flict with the Grand Lodge by which he was expelled for a term of
ten years", We believe that att who have examined the matter give
more honors to the expelled party than the body that expelled him.

The history of Masonry in the United States also affords a parallel
case. Thomas Smith Webb, of Albany, N. Y., a paper-stainer by pro
fession, not a member of any Grand Lodge, nor at the time, a Mason
of any note, did, in the year 1797, issue a "Freemason's Monitor," ar
range a system of rituals corresponding with those of Preston and
form a plan for their dissemination outside of the Grand Lodge au·
thority. By instructing intelligent men as Lecturers he published
many editions of his own work and much personal travel, also by
the arrangement of many new degrees in Masonry he achieved a
great success and to this day there is no higher comparison that can
beapptied to his system of lectures in this country than to affirm
"They are like those of Webb."

With these parellel cases for his guide, with the most friendly ap
proval of att the older and more intelligent members of the Masonic
Craft in the country, with much personal experience as a Masonic lec
turer and journalist, we undertake, by the approbation of a great
number of brethren, to establish, for a brief period, a society re
sembling the "Harodim" of Preston, to which we gave the name of
Conservators. Such is the origin 'of the move which is destined
to live in history as the most successful attempt ever made to produce
a general uniformity of work; a society that embraced nearly three
thousand members of the most talented, experienced and influential
of the Masonic Craft, and which will be the model of whatever at
tempts may be made hereafter in this direction.

II.

In our first article of this series we pointed to the ongm and ap
parent necessity of a National movement in behalf of uniformity of
work. Movements in abundance had been tried, through Grand
Lodges and Conventions, composed of aspiring men, in Grand Lodges.
but all had failed; the. most of them fell through without doing much
harm, some Qf them, like the Baltimore Convention of 1843, manip
ulated by one or two men for mercenary motives, made "confusion
worse confounded," and those evils live even to the present day.
The only plan that had not been tried was a combination of the
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more intelligent members from each State, working unofficially and
this was the basis of the Conservators' Association.

The principles introduced into the society were the following:

(1) To confine the whole movement for the period of its duration
(5 years) to the breasts of a few discreet, zealous and intelligent
Masons, chosen with reference to their discretion, zeal and intel
ligence, and solemnly pledged by peculiar engagements to be faithful
to this trust to one another. The reasons for this were thus given:

We have a frightful accumulation of flawy, imperfect, materials in
the Masonic Temple, totally uninformed in all Masonic learning. Webb
and Preston performed their work through private instrumentalities
as we will do.

(2) An intimate and confidential communication is maintained be
tween the members of the Association and the Chief Conservators com
paring progress, measuring difficulties and enjoying successes; each
encourages the other in whatever conduces success. A journal, styled
"The Conservators" was the medium for these purposes.

(3) The only great aim in the institution is harmony in the work
of Councils of symbolic Masonry. This is to consist in perfect uni
formity among the members and in the general fraternity so far as we
could instruct them. It reaches words, syllables and letters, to mat- .
ters, to times, and seasons, to modes or inculcation. The Conservators
resigned their· own preconceived habits and professions that con
flicted with the standard of work and sacrificed every variation of
word, syllable and letter on the common altar of uniformity.

In those Grand Lodges where other systems of work have been
adopted the members were not to throw down disobediently those
things which superior a~thors had set up, they were to give their
opinion in favor of the general system, make friends for it and be
come instruments in due time to secure the approbation of the Grand
Lodge. The Craft at large, being sick of bastardism and hailing with
avidity a· return to the old work, this would prove an easy process.

(4) A degree called "The Conservators" was prepared as a means
of recognition to the members, the only pledge in its covenants was that
of secrecy. It rehearsed the objects had in view, alluded to the con
flicts and triumphs of truth and depicted the better day coming, when
all Masons should harmonize upon the platform of uniformity.

(5) At every session of each Grand Lodge an officer of the Con
servators' Association was to be present prepared, if permitted, to re
hearse before that body the work and lectures.

(6) The original cipher notes left by Webb, doubtless obtained from
Preston, were furnished each Conservator. These were substantially
the same as those referred to by Hon. Philip C. Tucker, Grand Mas-
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ter of Vermont, in his address of 1858 and 1859, and noted in the pro
ceedings of most of the Grand Lodges.

(7) Provision was made for paying the actual expenses of the
movement by a contribution from each member.

These seven features in the plan were adopted after careful con
sideration, upon conferences with instructed Masons, and their prep
aration was vindicated in the five years existence of the society.

As secondary plans, subordinate to the first, the great object of uni
formity, the following are given:

(1) The dissemination of the ancient and general work and lec
hires of the first, second and third degree of Masonry as arranged
hy Webb-Preston and taught by Thomas Smith Webb.

(2) The discountenancing of all changes and innovations and er
rors of every sort introduced into the degrees since the death of
Webb in 1818.

(3) A perfect uniformity in the means of recognition, the cere
monies, the language of the lectures and everything that is secret in
symbolic Masonry.

(4) The building up of schools of instruction in every Lodge in
which the same work and lectures shall be taught that are taught
every where else.

(5) Instructing intelligent and ardent Masons for the work and
responsibilities of Masonic lecturers.

(6) Affording traveling brethren the opportunity to pass them
selves with honor and credit into our Lodges.

(7) Strengthening the ties that bind Masons generally together
by the additional ties of Conservators of the work.

(8) The detection and exposure of imposters.

(9) :Mutual acquaintances, conferences, consideration and sympathy
amongst the Craft.

(10) Opening the way for a more intimate connection between Ma
~ons of Europe and America.

III.

The attacks. official and non-official, made upon the Conservators'
Association, will form a prominent feature, and naturally a disgrace
ful one, in the history of American Masonry from 1862 to 1865. Upon
the one hand. a company of intelligent and influential members of
the Masonic Order, numbering nearly three thousand. including twen
ty-eight Grand Masters and Past Grand Masters. many Grand Sec
retaries and other dignitaries of the Order, a band embracing age
and youth, learning, talent experience, and a fair ration of the re
ligious and moral element as Masonry affords-such a company, pur-
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suing in a lawful and proper manner the great objects of Free
masons, bent upon restoring, if possible, the ancient harmony in rituals
-ready to explaitl to any Masonic brother in good standing the ob
jects of their society, and to affiliate him into their ranks, publish
ing an invitation to this effect in the columns of the most widely
circulated Masonic journal extant-this on the one hand. On the other
hand, a combination led by a few office holders, upon informa
tion furnished them from an illegitimate source, denouncing in lan
guage as unmasonic as it is unchristian, the names, aims, purposes and
Masonic standing of the Conservators, villifying their motives, falsi
fying their history and the principles of the Conservators' Association,
and in the cloud thus raised concealing their own official delinquencies
and shortcomings, starting a quasi Masonic periodical as the organ
of their abuse and filling Grand Lodge proceedings for four years
with statements as false in matter as abusive in manner-this on the
other hand.

The origin of this attack upon Conservatism may thus be ex
plained. There are in the City of New York various Sunday papers..
published in the interest of literature and general information, whose
proprietors employ Masonic writers, in departments of Masonic news.
The object is in itself laudable, and confined to the subject of Ma
sonic intelligence, is to the benefit of the institution. One of these
journals. however, engaged a "Masonic Editor," a person long ex
pelled from the Order of Knighthood, in literary B?hemian, ready
to write on either side, or both sides, for pay. This person having
no call to take part in so just and lawful a movement as that of the
Conservators, found his interest in attacking it. (This person has
since been expelled by the Grand Lodge of N ew York for the gross
est unmasonic conduct.) Securing some of the documents published
by that society, he published them, accompanied by denunciatory and
inflammatory comments. Sent to Grand Secretaries and others, they
aroused the attention of Masonic officials. The most of them wrote
to the Chief Conservator for explanations. which were readily granted
and were satisfactory. A few preferred to take for granted the evil
designs imputed to the Conservators. and at once began an attack.
The first was in the form of a circular letter from the Grand Mas
ter of Minnesota. warning his Lodge of an attempt to introduce a new
and 'secret order into their State. and charging the entire plan as a
mercenary scheme of the Chief Conservator. This was initiated in
Illinois and Massachusetts. The Masonic periodicals took up the sub
ject on both sides. Those at Cincinnati and Boston, with a s'trange
disregard of the untruthful character of the New York writer, which
they well knew, copied and endorsed his most slanderous imputations.
thus giving to them a currency which a local Sunday paper in
New York could never have done.
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The next step was to establish in Illinois an anti-Conservators'
periodical, devoted, however, chiefly to the perpetual re-election of its
editor as Grand Secretary of his State. The Grand Lodge of Mis
souri then led the way in what will be stigmatized by the historian
as the most thorough piece of excitement of· the falsest misrepresenta
tions made them by a man himself at the time under Masonic sus
pension, without making any official inquiries of the Chief Conser
vator, who was well known to them, or of any of the Conservators,
numbering at the time more than the whole body of Masons, then
represented in the Grand Lodge of Missouri, they passed resolutions
denouncing by name the Chief Conservator, and expatriating the
whole body of Conservators in Missouri,who would not utterly rep
udiate the society and its plans and principles. To this shameless pros
titution of Masonic power, the Chief Conservator made a solemn pro
test, in behalf of the society, which, being sent to the Lodges of Mis
souri and generally to the Masonic world, exhibited the injustice of the
act and secured the sympathies of the entire Craft. Nothing which

• has been done by friend or foe has so much advanced the cause of
Conservatism as this brutum fulmen from Missouri. Missouri was
followed by many other Grand Lodges, but few or none of which with
such malicious and despotic inj ustice. As a general thing the society
of Conservators was forbidden to extend itself or to work in the re
spective jurisdictions. To these orders the members of the Association
generally gave prompt obedience, although the power of the Grand
Lodge no more extends to the selection or denunciation of accumulated
degrees than it does to the religion of its subjects.

The firmness with which the Conservators stood to their rights
is worthy of all praise, with the exception so far as known, of less
th~n half a dozen, none of the great band of three thousand, sur
rendered their independent rights to choose their own societies, and
while for the sake of peace and harmony· they dissolved the Conserva
tors' Association before its alloted period of five years expired, yet
they claimed, as every intelligent Freemason will claim, the right of
forming societies of any sort at his own pleasure.

This is a hopeful evidence that the Institution of Masonry is made
up of intelligent and independent men. It is only necessary to add
here, for the benefit of those (if the.re are such) who have labored
over the thousands of pages of "reports on Foreign Correspondence"
to Grand Lodges since 1861, that nineteen-twentieths of the denuncia
tions against Conservators therein published are unofficial and with
out force.

By a custom which has degenerated of late years into an of fensive
bore, the Chairman of a Committee on Foreign Correspondence writes
whatever he pleases and it is inserted in the proceedings as a mat
ter of course. without passing the ordeal of a vote. The Grand Lodge
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is responsible for nothing of all this except what is accepted by spe··
cial Resolutions.

~n organizing the Society of Conservators allowance was made
for opposition and preparations to answer it. But no such unjust and
malicious attacks would be provided against as those the society has
received. No man of sensitiveness who joins the Masonic order ex
pects to be called a liar, a villain, and a thief, and it is not strange
when such language is employed by those elevated to high places,
that he should turn away wounded, insulted, silent and disgusted.

To impartial history we consign these attacks, and the character and
motives of our assailants.

IV.
In the summing up of this subject we give under a few heads, the

results achieved by the Conservators' movement.

First. It is a favorable result of our labor that public attention
has been called to the fact that there is an old system of rituals extant.
Many had doubted this; none doubt it now. Had the Conservators'
movement commenced ten years earlier, New York would never have
accepted the unsystematic and essentially modern rituals now in vogue
in that noble state-forms that will take generations to eradicate. Nor
would Ohio have adopted the "Compromise System of 1856" now in
vogue there, with so many of pure rituals in it, which exhibits so much
that is eccentric, misplaced and unmeaning. In days to come, when
the cry of "Conservatism" shall have died away, and Masons are not
deterred from doing right by the fear of moral crucifixion at the
ha~ds of governing cliques, as co~temptible in numbers as in in
tellectual and moral standing, the principles upon which the Con
servators' movement was based, will be brought into favor, adopted,
and the work for whose adoption we have labored together, will be
made the standard of the Craft throughout the country. It requires
no gift of prophesy to see that those who go out of their daily rut
to study the philosophy and history of Masonic rituals will have to
go over the same ground that we did, and there is but one termina
tion to that ground, viz.-the Webb-Preston Rituals.

Second. The Conservators' movement has to some extent, driven
from the field the accumulations of expositions, that had so long
disgraced the fraternity. The story of these things, the part they
have played, and the evils they have worked, has not yet been told.
I f it had been .necessary to the vindication of Conservatism we should
have told it, whatever results might have foliowed. But it was not.

Third. The Conservators' movement has shown to the startled
fraternity what unsuspected and most dangerous powers lie in the
hands of the Grand Secretaries. \Vhen this fury against an innocent
society, raised by them, shall die away, thoughtful people will begin
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to ask themselves, whence these accumulated powers that Grand Sec
ret'aries of late years have assumed to themselves? The answer will
tend to a healthier restriction of salaried occupants of the Grand Sec
retaries table.

Fourth. The Conservators' movement has shown that the con
science and the heart of the Craft in general is sound, the fact that so
few of nearly three thousand men have been deterred by threats of
punishment-unlawful punishment, it is true, yet none the less severe
-from pursuing what common sense showed them to be their in
dividual rights, speaks well for Freemasonry.

It will be long before Grand Lodges wili again attempt to stretch
the power which three or four of them under strong delusions, have
attempted since 1862. The next body of men who seek to restore
the purity of rituals will have an easier task than the Conservators of
1860-65 have had.

Fifth. The Conservators' movement, finally,. has resulted in an
establishing of a national uniformity of work to a degree ten times
greater than has been experienced since the revival of Freemasonry.

This can be proven by any brother who is experienced in the ex
amination of visitors. Take a central point like New York, for in
stance, and witness the examination of twenty visitors; extend it to
fifty; extend it to one hundred. Nearly every man who is expert
in the principles of examination, will prove himself so by the re
hearsal of the recognized rituals of Webb as taught by the Con
servators.

Nothing would have been easier than to have retaliated. Facts
in abundance were furnished him from all quarters, but he fore
hore from using them; and he begs leave here to lay it down, as one of
the doctrines adopted by the Conservators' Association itself, "not to
use the sword while the trowel will serve."

The writer being poor in fortune, did not have a Grand Lodge salary
to keep him up, having a large family and being much encumbered with
debts, could not travel and visit his brother Conservators as he would
liked to have done, and as it was not contemplated he should do. He
has not been able for want of time and means, to visit the Grand
Lodge of his own state, alas! not the Grand Lodge of 1852-6O! for
several years. Such visits would have animated the Conservators and
given him an opportunity to make explanations before Grand Lodges,
when they were needed. This will ever be a cause of regret.

The writer, in conclusion, tenders the fareweIl hand to the large and
noble band who have stood by him during all these trials. While
such a moral support was extended him he could bear with patience,
fortitude. and even cheerfulness, the utmost malice of the anti-Con
servators. He has no cause for regret in anything he has suffered,
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and has but one favor to ask of old friends: viz. to allow no man, un
answered. to villify his Masonic reputation. Let the animosities of
the past be forgotten. \Vith this article he bids farewell to the sub
ject. His maligners, who have fattened upon the opposition they have
made against us, are welcome to their earnings. Let the matter rest
betwecn them and thcir own consciences. But from old friends, who
have been associated with him in this "Holy War," he asks and ex
pects a generous vindication. And now, farewell.

ROB MORRIS,

LaGrange, Ky., June, 1865. Late Chief Conservator.



CHAPTER XI.

Effects of the Movement.

\Vhat effect did the Conservator movement have? Was it
a force in securing uniformity of work and ritual? Did it ac
complish anything for the good of the fraternity? These,
and other similar questions come to mind after reading the
preceding chapters.

It is impossible, at this late date, to judge the effects of
the association. for almost seventy years have intervened
during which time both advocates and attackers of the move
ment have vanished from the scene. So far as can be dis
covered, no writer has. left on record any opinion, except those
who were involved, and in this case their opinions are neces
sarily biased.

As to securing uniformity of work, we have only to men
tion the fact that there are states today in which the ritual
follows very closely the ritual of the :Mnemonics. It is hard
ly probable that an association made up of so many disting
uished Freemasons and active ritualists would not leave some
impress on the ritualistic work of their own Grand Lodges, the
very fact that three thousand or m~re Conservators attempted
to teach the l\forris l\Jnemonics would have its influence. The
mere legislating against the association could not remove from
the hearts or minds of the Conservators the desire to promote
the work and to secure the hoped for uniformity. But the
Association did not accomplish the purpose which it set out
for itself. :Members of the fraternity who have spent hour~

in learning its catechisms, its work, and its lectures, are not
going to sit idly by and permit changes, which to them ap
pear radical, to occur. Following the celebrated Baltimore
Convention of 1843. there was a wave of interest which
stretched over the whole country, causing men to renew their
interest in the ritualistic and esoteric work of the fraternity,
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copies of \Vebb and Cross monitors were eagerly sought. The
Baltimore Convention resulted in the issue of a monitor pre
pared by Charles W. l\loore of wlassachusetts and S. W. B.
Carnegy of 1\1 issouri; it was known as "The New :Masonic
Trestleboard" and came in for much criticism, especially from
Robert l\10rris of the Conservators. It had the effect of
bringing the question of the ritual to the forefront, just as
did the Conservator movement two decades later.

It would be interesting for us to know what might have
occurred should the Civil War not have occurred just at the
height of the movement. It is our opinion that the Civil
War, intervening as it did, prevent.ed the dispute between the
Conservators and their opponents from becoming any more
bitter than it did; the war sapped the resources of the Con
servators and occupied the attention of Grand Lodges to such
an extent that the attacks made upon the Association were
probably lessened in character.

11uch bitterness was created, as might be expected; a cer
tain natural jealousy l11ight have been expected from those
who were not of the select; this jealousy appeared to. center
in Grand Secretaries and Past Grand :Masters, as well as many
lecturers, all of whom might reasonably expect to be jealous
of their stock in trade. Those who might care to pursue this
phase of the movement further are respectully referred to
the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Iowa, Illinois and
l\Iichigan during the years in question. In Iowa, the fight
appeared to hinge more on the authenticity of the work, one
Grand l\1aster going so far as to make a trip to Vermont
to consult with a brother who was supposed -to possess the
"original Webb-Preston" work. Several jurisdictions pub
lished pamphlets and reports in which the Conservators were
assailed, Morris coming in for the lion's share.

We cannot believe the association guilty of any ulterior mo
tive. l\forris was a refined, tender-hearted individual who
had spent most of his life in l\Jasonic fields; he was undoubt
edly the best posted Freemason of his time; he had widely
traveled, and had an excellent reputation as a lecturer and
teacher. As to the charge that he profited by his l\1asonic ac
tivities, we have but to say that he died a poor man. Suppose
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that he had profited? Had not his efforts in a :l\Iasonic way en
titled him to something at the hands of the fraternity? If Free
masons wanted to purchase what he had for sale, could he be
blamed? Is not the laborer worthy of his hire? Of necessity,
some must labor in the Masonic vineyard; we are taught that
our necessary vocations are not to be neglected. Labor such
as 1\Jorris gave necessitated payment; our fraternity insists
upon the doctrine of the rewarcl for the laborer. Why con
demn :Morris?

lVIorris was long ago laid beneath the silent clods of the
valley. A shaft to his memory has been erected by friends
and brothers. Frailties he may have had, as what mortal man
has not. Charity is divine. Let us remember him not as Chief
Conservator but as the author of a poem which breathes the
pure spirit of fraternity and about whose authenticity there
can be no question-the poem:

THE LEVEL, PLUMB AND SQUARE

\tVe meet upon the Level, and we part upon the Square:
What words sublimely beautiful those words Masonic are!
They fall like strains of melody upon the listening ears,
As they've sounded hallelujahs to the world, three thousand years.

\Ve meet upon the Level, though from every station brought,
The Monarch from his palace and the Laborer from his cot;
For the King must drop his dignity when knocking at our door
And the Laborer is his equal as he walks the checkered floor.

\tVe act upon the Plumb-'tis our Master's great command,
\Ve stand upright in virtue's way and lean to neither hand;
The All-Seeing Eye that reads the heart will bear us witness truc,
That we do always honor God and give each man his due.

We part upon the Square-for the world must have its due,
W c mingle in the ranks of men, but keep The Secret true,
And the influence of our gatherings in memory is green,

. And we long, upon the Level, to renew the happy scene.

There's a world where all are equal-we are hurrying toward it fast,
\lIle shall meet upon the Level there when the gates of death are past;
\\le shall stand before the Orient and our Master will be there,
Our \vorks to try, our lives to prove by His unerring Square.
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We shall meet upon the Level there, but never thence depart.
There's a mansion bright and glorious, set for the pure in heart;
And an everlasting welcome from the Host reJolcmg there,
Who in this world of sloth and sin, did part upon the Square.

Let us meet" upon the Level, then, while laboring patient here,
Let us meet and let us labor, tho' the labor be severe;
Already in the Western Sky the signs bid us prepart,
To gather up our Working Tools and part upon the Square.

Hands round, ye royal craftsmen in the bright, fraternal chain!
V/e part upon the Square below to meet in Heaven again;
Each tie that has been broken here shall be cemented there,
And none be lost around the Throne who parted on the Square~

109



CHAPTER XII.

Membership of the Conservators.

The membership of the Conservator Association was, dur
ing its history, approximately three thousand. :l\Iorris, in a
statement issued in 1866. asserted that the whole number of
Conservators on his records was 2,795.

"to which might be safely added five hundred made in the South
ern States after the closing of postal communications in 1861, and
therefore not r.eported."

The Chief Conservator informs us that the list included.
thirty-six Grand and Past Grand officers, six Grand and
Past Grand Secretaries, as well as many other leading ·Masons
of the U nifed States and foreign countries.

We have arranged. from the five Conservator lists, a con
densed list of the membership arranged by state and city; the
name will be found followed by two numbers, the first of
which is the Conservator name of the individual member, the
latter number, the order of his membership. The list will be
greatly illuminating to those who care to go further into the
results of Conservator activity in the various states, especial
ly the effect upon the ritual.
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ALABAMA.

ALEXANDRIA:
. Prather, T. J.

ALLENTON:
Rives, Ben S.

BENTON:
Dudley, R. J.
Howard, S. J.
Haynes, W. B.

DRIDGEVILLE:
Shipman, E. R.
Stephenson, M. W.
Shipman, James H.

CAHABA:
Lodor, John A. 5: 90
Duke, James B.
Mott, Silas J.

CHOCTAW COR.:
Abernathy, W. H.
Grayson, H. C.

CLIFTON:
Lynch, John S.

CROSS KEYS:
Crawford, Nathan

HAMBURG"'STATION:
McEachin, J. B. 3: 89
Martin, Geo. M.
White, John K.

HAYES STORE:
Humphrey, Gen. J. M.

HOPKINSVILLE:
Tabb, Geo. W~ . ·7.t't 0; '- ,-

JEFFERSON:
Harder, W. W.

LIBERTY HILL:
Groves, Jos. A.

MARION:
SeUck, James B. 10: 82
Bates, F. A. 2: 88
Redding, Wm. H.

MERIDIANVILLE:
Dement; J. J.

MONTGOMERY:
Cloud, J. J.

NEW MARKET:
Norris, Geo. D. 4: 81
Woodward, R. M.
Whitman, Wm. R.

ORRSVILLE:
Beaird, Wm.. E.

OXFORD:
Oberndorf, A., Jr.

PAINT ROCK:
Preston, A. T. 6: 86
Lilly, Robert W .
Clark, John F.

PERRYVILLE:
Morton, Josep.h W.

RICHMOND:
Brunson, W. P.

SELMA:
Harrison, Capt. J. B. 7 :83

SPRINGVILLE:
Willoughby, Rev. J. H. 9: 84

STEVENSON:
Ragsdale, J. B. 3: 85
Foster, T. Boyd
Mason, Wm.

SUMTERVILLE:
Herndon, Edw. P. G. M...:
Cockerell, Wm.. J.

TALLADEGA:
Houston, W. W.
Spencer, A.
Brown, M~ J.

TROY:
Wiley, Gen. J. McCaleb 8:8-7

TUSCUMBIA:
Thornton, L. B., Sr. Gr. War.

WALNUT GROVE:
Edwards, Wm. H.

WETUMKA:
Pennick, W. C.

WHITE PLAINS:
Borden, Geo.
Burton, V.B.

{. '"

ARKANSAS

ASH FLAT:
Wilson, R. J.

BENTON:
Holt, G. M. Gen.

CENTREVILLE:
Collier, Jeff

CHERRY GROVE:
Isaacs, J. L.

CLARENDON:
Stockton, Rev. J. D.

CLARKSVILLE:
Rogers, J. L.

DARDANELLE:
Mason, D. D.
Hatchett, E. B.



112 l\lJtMBl~RSH IP aI<' THE CONSERVATORS

EVENING SHADE:
Halliburton, Rev. Sam
Huddleston, F. Y.
Wainwright, Wm.

GALLEY ROCK:
Armstrong, D. F.

LEWISBURGH:
Moore, J. M..
Henry, T. T.
Stallings, S. J.

MADISON:
Brown, Geo. L.

NAPOLEON:
Clayton, S. C.

SIDNEY:
Thompson, C.

SPRINGFIELD:
Ford, S. S.

TRENTON:
Groves, Rev. J. G., Gr. Chap.

WASHINGTON:
Williams, A. B. P., Gr. Jr.

Deacon

CALIFORNIA.

ALAMO:
Flippin, J. T.

COLUMBIA:
Aaron, F. W. H.

Davies, Wm. A.
MAXWELL'S CREEK:

Leonard, James
MOORE'S FLAT:
Kingsl~, John F.

NORTH FORK:
Watson, John A.

SAN FRANCISCO:
Perring, N. P.
Kellogg, A. J.
Towe, E. Pierre

CONNECTICUT.

COLLINSVILLE:
Barrett, N. N., J. G. W. 1: 344

CROMWELL:
Storer, Geo. W. (out)

HARTFORD:
Sprague, Jos. H 10: 1020
Hunt, Lucius E. 3: 10'21

LIME ROCK:
Collins, F. L. 4: 726

MERIDEN:
Dickinson, Geo. S.

MILFORD:
Bristoll, Chas. E.

WIDST MERIDEN:
Augur, Marshall C. 4: 345

DELAWARE.

WILMINGTON:
Chaytor, Geo. W., P. D. G. M.

4:345

ENGLAND.

LONDON:
Bate, V. W. 9: 127

FLORIDA.

MANATEE:
Glazier, E.

GEORGIA.

RINGGOLD:
Fulton, Col. H. W.

ILLINOIS.

ALTOONA:
Scott, B. H. 1: 1210

AMBOY:
Noyes, Enoch P. 6: 225
Borden, L. W. 9:226
Clarke, H. D. 3: 327
Warriner, O. F. 3: 886
Drummond, Joseph

ARGO:
Holman, Peter 9: 453

ARLINGTON:
Warren, C. C. 3:1200
Paxson, W. C. 3: 1201

ATLANTA:
Kirk, Wm. T.

AURORA:
Shears, Joseph, 6: 462

BELLEVILLE:
Ryan, J. N.

BLACKBERRY:
Spalding, Coit 1: 421
Kendall, Wm. K. 6: 887

CAIRO:
Edson, A. H. 1: 203
Redard, F. W.4:204
Jennings, Robert M. 7: 205
Lufkin, Joseph H. 2:218
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CAMBRIDGE:
Bonar, Hon. D.

CAMP POINT:
Herndon, P. M. 6: 1220

CANTON:
Slack, James T.
Warder, Joseph" 3:218

CARBONDALE:
Mason, Wm. S. 9: 206

CARLINVILLE:
Filley, L. B. 9:32
Holliday, Goo. H. 6: 1229

CARLYLE:
Buxton, H. P. 6.:31
Cook, Wm. P. 4: 76
Case, Zophar 7: 145

CARMI:
Hay, T. N. (out)
Graham, R. S. (out)

CHAMPAIGN:
Mills, Robt. A. 4: 207

CHANNAHON:
Sherman, Rev. D. H.

CHICAGO:
Sampson, Geo. H. 3: 68
Guy, Geo. 3:395
Cook, Prof. N. F. 1: 396
Spalding, W. 9:413
Cregier, DeWitt Clinton 6: 2'89
Keith, Amos B. 1: 340
Hurl,bert, H. W. 6: 538
Greeley, Sam'l S. 1: 534
Bennett, Ammi W. 3: 535
Lewis, Jos. B. 3: 656
Lewis, W. G. 6: 6.57
Smith, G. R. 2:658
Goold, Nathaniel' 2: 458
Rugg, Goo. F. 9: 463
Hale, S. Thos.
Purdy, W. D. 10: 663
Smith, Frank 10: 427
Campbell, Matt 3: 459
Norris, J. W. 10:460
Linck, Christian 6: 461
Pillsbury, Melvin
Smith, Sam. C. 3: 66.2
Allen, John Adams, ,P. G. M.

9:661
Wilson, A. W. 3: 3
Stevens, W. A. 10: 219
Solon, Cummins 4: 266
Andrews, F. L. 3:1104
Ruggles, John, Jr.
Humphrey, Justus
Biggs, Chas. B. 5: 1311
Cowper, Geo.

Hine, Wm. 3:1194
Shortall, Jno. G. 4: 1304
Carbutt, Jno.
Pettee, Geo. W. 3:1305
Trimble, Rev. Jno., Jr. 9:5

CLAYTON:
Gay, Abel 3: 1221 .
Bonnel, Wm. M. 2: 1222
Ballou, Chas. 1: 122'3

DANVILLE:
Reynolds, Wm. J. 9: 1110
Beckwith, Hiram W. 4: 1171

DECATUR:
Schlademan, Henry 5: 1190
Gorin, Jerome B. ;/

DIXON:
Hawley, James A. 9: 190
Levanway, W. A. 2:267
Eustace, Thos. W. 6: 536
Ball, Joseph
Charter, J as. B. 5 : 537

DUDLEY:
Marshall, Geo. 4: 1129
Gilbert, Geo. A. 9: 1131

DURAND:
Cook, Wm. B. 6: 187
Williams, E. J. 4: 188
Smith, D. H. 6: 1228

DWIGHT:
Walkley, S. T.

EARLVILLE:
Rogers, J. Denis 9:53~

Twist, Henry 8: 1203
Moore, John 9:1202
Baker, J. C., Gr. Jr. W.

mAST PAW PAW:
Dickinson, Silas T. 9: 364
Riper, James Van 4:365
Lemoin, J. C.

FRANKLIN GROVE:
Fitch, Alvah B. 4: 541
Forbes, Wm. 1: 542
Blaisdell, Louis M. 3: 543
Dysart, Samuel
Rooney, Peter C.
Thorp; Renel
Whitney, A. R.

FREEPORT:
Fletcher, Lowell W. 6: 34
Burchard, H. C. 9: 222

FULTON CITY:
Snyder, W. S. 6: 446
Mesler, M. M. 5: 1145
McMuchey, James 9: 1146



114 ~IEMBl~RSH)P 01: THE CONSERVATORS

GALENA:
Hunkins, Darius 3: 325
Snider, Samuel 9: 326
Hallet, Timothy
Burke, M. T.

GALESBURGH:
Converse, A. S. 2: 1215
Marshall, Jno. A. 9: 1216

GALVA:
Carson, Robt. B. 6: 1204
Soper, Joseph 7:1205
Babcock, A. D. 8:1206
Rogers, Edward 1: 1207
Dean, Henry A. 9: 1208
Etter, S. M. 7: 1209

GENESEO:
Gilbert, Jerome 9: 370
Kendall, Solon 4: 369

GENEVA:
Wells, Chas. B. 3: 418
Pierce, Henry 1: 419
June, Frank 2:420

GOLCONDA:
Thompson, Z. P. (out)

GRAND DETOUR:
Cummins, Solon 4: 266
Wardner, P. J. 8: 256
Bosworth, Amos 4: 532

GRAND VEIN:
Payne, Jos. W. 9: 1142
Smith, Thos. M. 8: 1143
Cary, Jos. S. 1: 1144

GRIGGSVILLE:
Higgins, I. N.

HEMLO:
Thomson, D. W., Gr. Lec. 3: 30

JERSEYVILLE:
Van Pelt, John E. 8: 33

JOILET:
Hubbard, Hiram W., Gr. Lee.

3:339
Pillsburg, Melvin
Fuller, L. A. 5: 1136

KANSAS:
Shy, Samuel 3: 1123
Zink, D. W. 4:1124
Boyer, W. F. 6: 1165

KEWANEE:
West, Henry T. 9:767

KNOXVILLE:
Sanford, Amos
Stevens, Sylvester 6: 1212
Craig, A. M. 10: 1213
Kersey, Benj. 4: 1214

LANE:
Teneyck, Abraham 9:237
Culver, David D. 4:238
Dana, Chas. C. 3: 239

LEANA:
Gishwiller, Jno. 3:189
Hennersheets, James 4: 191

LEBANON:
Seaman, Geo. W.

LEE CENTER:
Lynn, C. F. 9: 544

MARSHALL:
Scholfield, Jno. 4: 1115

MARTINSVILLE:
Duncan, Chas. 1: 1138
Rains, Jonathan 8: 1139
Walker, Lewis 2: 1140

MATTOON:
Drake, P. J. 6: 1125
Wood, W. A. 1:1126
Leferer, F. K. 9: 1127
House, W. H. 6:1128

MELUGIN'S GROVE:
Corbus, John C, 4:540

MILLEDGEVILLE:
Belding, L. C., Jr. 9: 362

MORRISON:
Bennett, John E. 1: 448
Martin, Joseph T. 9: 449

MT. CARROLL:
Bohn, John E. 3: 450
Becker, E. T. 2: 452

NEOGA:
Pickering, G. W. 9: 1132
Hill, F. A. 3:1133
Arr, J. H. 3:1134
Albin, Geo. W. 1: 1135

OAKLAND:
Florer, Wm. J. 1: 298

PARIS:
Sisk, Levi 9: 1120
Ellitt, D. B. 9: 1120
Douglas, John T. 1: 1121
McClain, Dudley 2: 1122
Burr, D. G. 4: 1180

PERU:
Lininger, Geo. W. 6:447

POLO:
Luckey, Hon. Jas. C., S. G. D.

9:14
Perce, Samuel Y. 7: 375
Harris, Wm. R. 2: 377
Gordon, Leander 3: 378
Barber, Chas. F.
Browne, J. G. 10: 376
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PONTOOSAC:
Hatch, Stedman 4: 24

QUINCY:
Blakesly, A. W., S. G.·War.

9:1178
Herrick, J. D. 9: 328
Avise, Wm. M. 9: 1176
Banker, J. W. 3: 1179
Oven, Wm. E. 3: 1217
Robbins, Jos. 3: 1218
Avise, Wm. E. 9:1219

ROCK ISLAND:
Pickett, Hon. T. G., P. G. M.

5:356
Grover, A. J. 9:357
Underwood, F. J. 3:358
Robinson, Chas. S. 3: 1198

ROCKTON:
Weld, W. R. 4:550

RQSCOE:
Eaton, Geo. 4: 878
Vance, Caleb C. 9: 879
Ransom, Giles P. 9: 635

SHELBYVILLE:
Rogers, A. E. 9: 1151

SIDNEY:
Towner, B. H.

STERLING:
Hawthorn, L. H. 3: 272
Herrick, J. D. 9: 328
Facey, T. K. 4:538
Colentz, B. G. 4: 1101
Allen, E. G. 3: 1102
DeRussey, T. M. 8: 1113
Smith, Chas. 2:1114
Osmer, Sydney T. 9:1115
Warren, Samuel S.

SULLIVAN:
Kellar, A. L. 1: 1154
Seany, Arven 9:1155
McClure, Jno. R. 3:11&6
Cornwall, B. A. 10: 1157

SUMMERFIELD:
Babcock, Edwin F.

SYCAMORE:
Frear, A. E. 9: 549
Wardner, P. J. 8: 256

URBANA:
Clapp, A. O.

UTICA:
Peckham, J. B. 8: 551
Lininger, G. W.

WARREN:
Champion, T. E.

WATAGA:
Simcox, James 3:1211

WAUKEGAN:
Baker, Jno. C., Gr. Jr. War.

6:132
Montgomery, Caleb A. 9: 330
Hatley; H. L. 6: 329
Hutchinson, H. C.

WINDSOR:
York, J. W. 9:1152
Gilpin, H. J. 3: 1153

YORK:
Gorham, Chas. 3: 1137
Coleman, W. H. C. 3: 1141

INDIANA.

ADAMS:
Riley, Wm. W.

ALBION:
Prentiss, Hon. Nelson 3: 75
Denny, James M. 4:488
Clapp, Hon. Wm. M. 5: 882
Lemmon, S. W. 7:487

ANDERSON:
Roach, Hon. Wm. 1: 303

ANNAPOLIS:
Tucker, Jas. P. 8: 313
Floyd, Abner

AUGUSTA STATION:
Loftin, Jos., Jr.

BAGGSTOWN:
Smelzer, James W.

BEAR BRANCH:
Simmons, Benj. L. 2: 317

BEDFORD:
Reed, Rev. Sam'l, D. D. G. M.

8:174
Glover, James R. 3: 509
Daggy, John M. 1:511
Havron, John 7:510
Dale, L. H. 3: 512
Henderson, R. A. 3: 513
Foster, John C. 9: 514
Carlton, Robert H. 9: 5'15 .

BENNINGTON:
McQuinn, Wm. A. 1: 316
Harris, Harvey
Sweezey, Wm. C.
Owens, Wm. B.

BLOOMINGTON:
Tarkington, Hon. Wm. C.

1:27
Carter, James F. 9:59
Dains, Capt. Isaac S. 6: &59
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BLUFFTON:
BUTwell, Newton 4: 15
TQwnsend, Amos 4: 20

BROOKSTON:
Medaris, John

BROUNSTOUN:
D~vis, Thos. B. 3: 619
Hays, C. 2: 620
Smith, Franklin M. 2: 621
Applewhite, Hon. Ralph

9:1166
Long, D. H. 3: 1167
Owens, J. L. 4: 1168
Sawyer, R. H. 6: 1169

BROWNSBURG:
Davidson, Jas. T.
Roberts, Edwin

CAMBRIDGE CITY:
Newby, Thos.
Swiggett, Leven

CAMPBELLSBURG:
Bartlett, Geo. W. 7: 8
Prow, Christian 3 : 185
Voyles, John C. 9: 618
Lee, Findley 4: 500
Wilkins, Jno. T. W. 3: 501
Wesner, Israel 8: 560
Teague, Wm. B. 9: 561

CANNELTON:
Clark, H. S.

CARLISLE:
Akin, John S.

CARMEL:
Crews, John W. 6:1189
Atkinson, Abner 7: 1190

CASTLETON:
Craig, I. N. 4: 324

CATHCART:
Banta, Henry 1: 631
Barclay, Wm. M. 9:632

CENTREVILLE:
Malone, E., D. D. G. M. 4: 73
Shortridge, A. C. 3: 152 .
Garrett, Henry 7: 315
Clindinst, W. W. 5: 301

CHALMERS:
Wright, Jno. G. 6: 623

CHESTERFIELD:
Hurley, Joanan 3: 1149
Cornelius, W. W. 8: 1150
Makepead, James T.
Clark, Benj. A.
Carter, J. D.

CLINTON:
Nebeker, Aquila
King, Andrew

CICERO:
Ingerman, Andrew 2: 889
Teal, A. E. 3: 809
Shockley, W. P. 8:895
Miamsar, E. W. 4: 896
Carson, Scott, 2: 897
Bryan, John H. 6:898
Sims, Jno. F. 4: 899
Thompson, Jno. R. 7: 1100
Neal, Wm.
Dick, Wm.

COLUMBIA CITY:'
Pond, C. H. 4: 701
Briggs, Jas. W. 1:702
Tanpert, J. A. 2: 703
Edwards, J. B. 3:704
Knippenberg, J. 7: 705
Snebaker, J. W. 8:706
Brand, John 9: 707
Miser, Wm. 5: 708

COLUMBUS:
Blankinship, E. T. 1: 240
Mathes, John D.
Farrell, Wm.
Smith, Benj. L. 6: 309
Green, Wm. A. 1: 772
Hamilton, Dewitt C. 1: 756
Bunnell, Chas. H. 10: 757

CONN'S CREEK:
Stroup, Peter R.

CROWN POINT:
McGlashan, W. G. 4: 69
Duffle, Chas. G. 6: 144
Krinbull, Wm.
Summers, Z. F.
Pratt, A. J. 3: 653
Krinbill, Andrew 2: 654
Allman, Chas. E. 7: 655

DANVILLE:
Souts, David B.
White, Hughs W.
Moore, Jacob K.
Hunt, N. A.

DUBLIN:
Harden, W. E.
Bogue, W. O.

DUCK CREEK:
Griffith, A. J. 2:310
King, Henry N. 6: 1163
Morris, Wm. F. 10: 1164
Dehority, Jas. M. 8:1173
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EDINBURGH:
Clark, A. 3: 208
Thompson, Jno. A. 9:209
Downes, G. W. 5:307
Thompson, Isaac M. 3:371
Paine, Luther 2: 660

ELIZABETH:
Hutcherson, Rev. F. A. 2: 563

ELKHART:
Rice, James 4: 545
Markel, Nathan 2: 546
Braden, Robert D. 1:547
Turnoch, Benj. 6: 548
Graham, H. C. 10: 5184
Tallerday, Jno. R. 8: 634
McNaughton, Jno. 9:465
Wakefield, M. A. 5: 466
North, Carlton 3: 467
Goodspeed, Hiram 7: 468
Main, O. H. 6:1175

EVANSVILLE:
Hollingsworth, W. E. 3: 304
Johnson, Morris S.
Fish, G. H.

FAIRLAND:
Smelzer, James W.

FLAT ROCK:
Ferree, F. M. 1: 338

FORT WAYNE:
Comstock, A. M.
Van Giesen, Munson 2: 739
Taylor, Mortimer H. 4:740
Knappenberger, John 6: 741

FRANCISVILLE:
Rishing, Sam'l 2: &98
Robinson, Hon. Paris 6: 599
Hollett, Leonard N. 8: 600
Starr, Alonzo 9: 601
Powell, Jno. J. 9: 633

FRANKLIN:
Vawter, Jno. T. 4: 498
Burnet, Jno. 1: 659
Myers, W. H. 3: 746
Moore, S. B. 2:747
Martin, J. D. 4: 775
Davis, Wm. M. 3:1182
Hess, J. W. 8: 1183
Solomons, J. P. 6:1147

GERMANTOWN:
Hervey, Thos. P.
Hervey, J. W.

GOSHEN:
Hall, H. G. 4: 489
Martin, Wm. B. 2: 490
Foster, Rev. C. A. 2:491

GOSPORT:
Hays, Capt. B. Frank 4: 312
Montgomery, W. A. 10: 319
Steele, J. N.

GREENCASTLE:
Daniels, H. W. 3: 523
Jones, D. W. 6: 199
Catherwood, Samuel 7: 524
Pritchard, Benj.· 4: 525
Nunnemacher, A. H.
Feemster, J. U. L. 6:198

GREEN'S FORK:
Bunnel, Rohdes W. 9:323

HAMMOND:
Millard, Wm. J. 6: 74
Negley, Jno.
Millard, Benson W. 2: 234

HELTONVILLE:
Malott, Capt. H. 6: 564

HOPE:
Trotter, Geo. M.
Schmidlapp, Lewis

HUNTINGTON:
Goshorn, J. S. 4: 322
Day, Robert J. 6:366
Pruviance, Jos. W. 3:710
Lyons, W. D. 1: 711 .
Alexander, S. W. 7: 712
Emory, Reason 1: 713

INDIANAPOLIS:
Ohr, A. D. 1: 150
Kerper, Jno. M. 6: 149
Clark, W. T. 1: 227
Holland, Chas. E. 5: 228
Seybold, Jas. H.
King, Francis, Gr. Sec. 1: 343
Bramwell, J. M. 2:402
Colestock, Henry 3: 404
Seybold, Jas. H. 9: 244
Wolf, Wilson S. 6:401
Parry, Roger 3: 403
Sharp, Ebenezer
Fisher, Chas., Gr. Treas. 1: 616
Haugh, Jos. R. 10:617
Hosmer, Geo. T.
Mather, Jno.
Patterson, S. D. 6: 730
Garrott, Henry 7: 315
Faris, Henry V.

JACKSONVILLE:
Brown, Cyrus A. 6: 242

JEFFERSONVILLE:
Fogg, Hon. W. H. 4: 118

JEROME:
Galway, Francis
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JONESBORO:
Spencer, W. F. 4:269

KENDALVILLE:
Collier, M. F. 3:473

KINGSBURY:
Shaw, Rensselaer 7:566
Lans, H. P. 1:567
Ellsworth, H. H. 3 :568
Eftner, S. H. 2: 569
Barney, E,h. 4: 570
Ruddlesbaugh, H. 1:470

KNIGHTOWN:
Grubbs, T. M.

KOKOMO:
Richmond, Corydar 5: 753
Buck, Robert H.
Kennedy, Robert K. 6:754
Crawley, James W. 9:755

LAFAYETTE:
Carnahan, Thos. A. 7: 29
Wills, Jno. C. 4: 321
Kerper, Jno. M. 6: 149
Lilly, James W.

LA GRO:
Watkins, Jno. 1: 715
Thomas, Elias B. 2: 716
Gribben, James M.5:717
McNabb, Philip 4: 718
Smith, J. W. 5:719
Martin, J. S. 9:721
Adams, J. H. 10:722
Tobey, Rev. R.

LA PORTE:
Fravel, J. B. 3: 186
Holmes, "Isaac N. 4: 519
Riddle, Wm. B. 3: 520
Lowry, Jas. M. 1:521
Andrews, Norman D. 10: 522
Wilson, J. H. 10: 573
Walker, Rev. G. W. 3: 571
Mann, H. F. 6:372
Blake, Jesse

LAUREL:
Smith, W. H.
Day, R. J.

LAURENCE:
Newhouse, Lewis Y. 4:1112

LEBANON:
Hazelrigg, Hon. H. G.,

D. D. G. M.
Lee, Silas A. 6: 495

LEESVILLE:
Smith, Wm. H. 10:565
Malott, Hiram 6: 564

LEWISVILLE:
Howe, Jeremiah C.
Straughn, J. V.

LIVONIA:
Greenslade, W. M. 8: 602

LOGANSPORT:
Clemens, Horace

MARION:
Sanford, Rev. A. W. 6: 299
Mowrer, W. D.

McCORDSVILLE:
Cauldwell, H.

MEDARYVILLE:
Nicholes, W. B. 4: 603

MEROM:
Buff, Prof. M. G. 4: 305

METAMORA:
Rubbotom, J. J.
Gillespie, James

MICHIGAN CITY:
Blinks, Wm. 3:95
Smith, Geo. F. 1: 575
Whiting, Geo. B. 3: 576
Voigt, Chas. 3: 577
Summons, B. F. 2: 5,78
Helston, Mat. 5: 579
Smith, Wahlton 5:580

MILLERSVILLE:
Millard, W. J., Jr. 6:74
Negley, Jno. 2: 876
Millard, Benson W. 2: 234
Millard, Wm. J. 3:1111

MILROY:
Bracken,Wm.
Berry, E. H. M. 3: 171

MISHAWAKE:
Smith, Luman 7: 469

MITCHELL:
Riley, Hon. Jno. 4: 50S
Antonieski, Edw. 2: S06

MONTEZUMA:
Gilkerson, R. M. 3: 314
Harris, Harvey 3: 628

MOORESVILLE:
Johnson, R. P. 10: 337
Hunt, N. A. 9: 318

MORRISTOWN:
Moorman, Jesse

MUNCIETOWN :
Burson, J. W.

NASHVILLE:
Adams, Capt. Thos. M. 4: 311
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NEW ALBANY:
Austin, Thos. R. 7: 16
Porter, Geo. W. 2: 25
Howsley, Wm. R. 10: 45
Austin, J. A. 5: 507
Shields, Jas. G. 4: 372
Haskins, Clark C. 4: 332
Kirkwood, Wm. 5: 508

NEW BURLINGTON:
Jump, Samuel V. 3: 320

NEW CARLISLE:
Leach, Rev. Jno. 3: 666
Borden, Thos. L. 8: 667
Hoyt, Jno. F. 2: 668
White, Wm. K. 7: 669
Cleghorn, W. W. 3: 670
Harris, Joel 1: 671
Mell, Adam 5: 672
Garrante, Thos. J. 8: 673
Service, Jer. H. 3: 674

NEW LANCASTER:
Harbit, Isaac 4: 1174

NE'V LEBANON:
Henderson, Jos. O. 9: 852

NEW LONDON:
Council, Thos. J. 9: 751
EHis, Alfred S. 3: 750
Neill, Jas. M. 1:752

NEWPORT:
Washburn, H. D., D. D. G. M.

6:26
Zener, Matt 6: 196
Bell, James A. 6:300

NOVLESVILLE:
O'Brien, Jas. 3: 883
Garver, Jas. A. 6: 884
Kaufe, Thos. J. 4:893
Conner, Wm. W. 2: 894
Wainwright, Wm. A. 10: 1198
Dean, P. H.
Otis, Wrn. H. 5: 1197
Atchison, Abner

ORLEANS:
Barker, David L. 8: 504

OXFORD:
McMillin, S.

PAOLI:
Black, A. M. 9:1302
Wible, H. C. 3: 1301

PERU:
Clark, Joseph C. 1: 734
Harvey, Edw. W. 2: 535
Mercer, Moses 3: 736

PLEASANT GROVE:
Parkison, Wrn. K. 9: 641
Parkison, Addison 8: 642
Brown, Geo. H. 7: 643

PLYMOUTH:
Rice, M. H. 1: 684
Shook, E. R. 2: 685
Brooke, K. K. 3: 686
Packard, M. A. O. 5: 687
Burlingame, H. C. 8: 688
Osborne, J. G. 9: 689
Corbin, Horace 4: 690
Toan, C. Eo 7: 691
Thayer, H. G. 10:692
McDonald, Daniel

PORTLAND MILLS:
Grimes, Andrew 9: 270

PROWSVILLE:
Robertson, Henry 8: 562

QUINCY:
McDonald, D. H.

RENSSAELAER:
--kel, Cyrus 10: 636
Halstead, David T. 9: 637
Lee, W. D. 1: 638
Stackhouse, J. M. 6: 639
Hopkins, W. 4: 640

REYNOLDS:
Jewett, Leander H.
Davis, Jos. W. 9:624
Peck, J. Wesley 10:625
Pettitt, Reuben R. 3: 626
Wright, Jno. G. 6: 623

RICHMOND:
Austin, W. W. 4: 151
Smith, Jas. M. 7: 235
Fetia, Christian 6: 236

ROANOKE:
Eldred, Caleb (out)
Ebersole, R. C. 3: 709

ROCHESTER:
Kendrick, Francis K. 4: 737
Smith, Milo R. 8: 738

RUSHVILLE:
Lakin, Jas. S.

SAINT PAUL:
French J. R.

SALEM:
Heftren, Horace 9: 170
Cutshaw, Joseph F. 4:516
Flack, Wrn. C. 5: 517
McMahan, Dennis M. 6: 518

SALTILLOVILLE:
Badger, Felix D. 9: 502
Robertson, Jno. 2: 503



120 ~lBMBERSHIP of THE CONSERVATORS

SEYMOUR:
Polson, Geo. T.
Kling, Joseph 9:1170

SHELBYVILLE:
. Hacker, Wm., D. D. G. M. 1: 72

SOUTH BEND:
Chestnutwood, R. J. 4: 675
Deming, Dwight 1: 676
Barrett, Wm. L. 1:677
Farnam, Edw. R. 1: 678
Buchtel, Jno. B. 8: 679
Gallagher, John 6: 680
Mack, Jno. 7: 681
Alward, Geo. H. 3: 682
Day, John 7: 683

SPENCER:
Fowler, Harry 7:133

SULLIVAN:
Stewart, Lafayette
Mallott, Michael

SULPHUR SPRINGS:
Muiresinger, Henry M. 5: 1172

SUMMIT:
Miller, Jacob 1:975
Barber, E. L. 8: 976
Finestone, J. B. 3:977
Van Lieu, H. C. 6: 978
McLallan, E. L. 9: 919

TAYLORSVILLE:
Struble, O. T. 7: 306

TERRE HAUTE:
Smith, L. A., Jr. 3: 60
Chamberlain, A. L. 4: 61
McLean, Wm. M. 1: 527

TIPTON:
Chambers, Jno. W. 41..891
Rucker, Joshua 4:892
Stivers, Wm. 4: 740
Young, Wm. B.
Cox, Jas. V.
Jackson, Newton J.

TROY:
Washer, W. T. 7:308
Daniels, Capt. W. H.

UNION MILLS:
McClung, C. S. 5: 574

URBANA:
Clapp, A. O.

VALPARAISO:
Buel, Geo. C. 4: 590
Keeler, Ira B. 6: 591
Steinfield, Joseph 3: 592
Garrison, Wm. 9: 593
Skinner, L. N. 3: 594

Chambers, Amos 3: 595
Hughart, David 8: 596
Church, Firman 4: 597

VEVAY:
Goldenburg, Wm. F. 4: 407
Dupray, Francis P. 9: 414
Heady, Jno. S. 3: 622
McHenry, Wesley 4:627

VINCENNES:
Dunn, Samuel R. 6: 229

WABASH:
Ross, E. S. 4: 733

WARSAW:
Moon, Geo. 4: 693
Aborn, O. H. 6: 694
Cosgrove, Wm. 2: 695
Davenport, T. 8:696
Graves, Wm. C. 9:697
Wheeler, J. R. 7:698
Hartman, Simon 10: 699
Becker, Benedict 1: 700
Leamon, J. M. 4:1191
Miller, J. A. 5: 1192

WATERMAN:
Waterman, R. M. 6:197

WAYNESVILLE:
Thompson, A. F. 8: 774
Smith, Henry 4: 773
Green, Wm. A.
Wilson, Josiah 2: 241

WESTVILLE:
McCord, James 1: &85
Pittenger, Wilson 9: 586
Mann, Amenzo 3: 587
Whitehead, Rev. J. M. 6: 588
Smith, Rich. P. 6: 589

WINAMAC:
Seider, J. W. 3: 644
Bruce, Stephen 9: 647
Cleland, Chas. G. 2: 645
Rowan, Henry P. 10: 646
Gill, James 4:648
Phillip, Abraham 8: 649
llead, Joseph E. 10:650
Carper, Obadiah 4: 651
Smith, Conrad 7: 652

WINTERROWD:
Conger, David

ZIONSVILLE:
Head, Mason 7: 494
Blake, Jas. W. 8: 496
Swain, Trougett 5: 497

IOWA.

AGENCY CITY:
Beach, Jno.
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ALBIA:
Wolfe, J. S.

ANAMOSA:
Dott, Robert 6: 259

BELLEVUE:
Millar, Lawrence 5-: 110
Lange, Chas. H. H. 6: 261
Hays, Wm. T.
Lewis, Geo. W.

BENTON'S PORT:
Parker, C. C. 4: 164

BLOOMFIELD:
Bentley, A. P. 7:212
Law, W. J. 6: 285

BONAPARTE:
George, Oliver 4: 148
Paschal, J. W. 6:268

BOONESBORO:
Hinshaw, C. C. 3: 251
Birchard, A. T. 9: 254
Hiatt, Rich. J. 9: 394

BOWERS PRAIRIE:
Hopkins, Sumner 9: 265

BRADFORD:
Haskell, E. A. 4: 56

Thomas, L. S.
BURLINGTON:

McKitterick, Edw.
Miller, W. 4 :276
Gillette, M. E., J. G. D.

CEDAR FALLS:
Brown, John H.

CHARITON:
Smith, D. N. 9: 530

CHARLES CITY:
Wright, Eo B. C. 9: 126

CLINTON:
Noyes, Frank G. 1: 273
Leonard, Chas. E. 3: 274
Deventer, J. Van
Evans, E. 1: 2'86
Ten Broeck, E. P.
Tyler, C. B.

COLUMBUS:
Colton, W. A.

COUNCIL BLUFFS:
Nutt, Henry C. 6: 664

DAVENPORT:
Perry, Samuel 3: 109
Watson, Oramel H., J. G. W.

4:111
Kidder, W. F. 8:224
Hall, Wm. 3: 282

DELHI:
Griffin, Ray B. 9: 201
Wright, J. Wesley 6:247

DE WITT:
McKim, Wm. 1: 113
Polly, Jno. C. 4: 248

DES MOINES:
Benton, T. H., Jr. 9: 44
Coulter, Lewis I. 3: 245
McMaster, R. K. 7: 336
Woodruff, F. 10: 397
Miller, Hon. A. B.
Woodwell, Wm. R.

DUBUQUE:
Guilbert, Edw. A., Gr. Custo-

dian 1:4
Dennis, Rev. J. S., Gr. C. 6: 19
Nairn, Thos. S. 6: 50
Allen, W. P. 9: 70
Upham, E. P. 5: 71
Pinto, J. A. 6: 93
Clark, Wm. H. 9: 94
Playter, H. J. 6: 128
Bunting, Abraham S.9: 148
Russell, Amos 7: 202
Robinson, M. S. 10: 771

EDDYVILLE:
Parish, Jno. C.. 9: 215
Cowley, Wm. 4: 223
Smith, Chas. N.
Garwood, Isaac J.

FAIRFIELD:
Myers, John V. 7:260

FLOYD CENTER:
Van Steenburg, B. B. 6: 277

FORT DODGE:
Olney, S. B. 8: 281

FORT MADISON:
Roberts, Abel C. 7: 160
Truman, G. W. 9: 168
Fulcher, Andrew J. 8: 169

GARNAVILLO:
Rogers, D. G. 10: 287

GLENWOOD:
Marks, Samuel T. 1: 257
Blackmar, E. C. 9: 258

INDEPENDENCE:
Brewer, Edw. 6: 528
Leavitt, C. F. 4:529

INDIANOLA:
Clark, G. W. 9: 246
Wroth, Gorham A. 4: 255
Fish, H.

INDIATOWN:
Moffet, John B.
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IOWA CITY:
Swafford, Louis S.

KEOKUK:
Sanford, John F., P. G. M.

6:161
Dodson, Ben F. 1: 159
Peck, C. K. 9: 165
Anthony, J. Y. 6: 167
Stimpson, J. W.
McC~ain, Jasper F.

LACONA:
Goode, Jno. F. 2: 252

LANSING:
Gray, Hon. Geo. W.

LEWIS:
Davenport, E. W. 1: 278

LINWOOD:
McQuinn, James 9: 400

LYONS:
Sanborn, Wm. W. 6:107
Fuller, Stephen 2: 112

MAGNOLIA:
Moore, Samuel 3: 284
King, Stephen 4: 373

MARENGO:
Dillin, Obadiah 8: 155
Vineyard, N. B. 6: 156

MARIETTA:
Mercer, Thos. 10: 142
Waters, Wm. B. 3: 211

MARSHALL:
Gerhart, H. A. 9: 275

MARSHALTOWN:
Reynolds, N. P. 6: 1307

MASON CITY:
Cowles, Jno. C. 3: 263

MONTEZUMA:
Michel, Reuben 7: 280

MONTROSE:
Goodnough, R. 8: 166
Galland, Washington 6: 157

MT. PLEASANT:
Strang, Daniel C. 9: 214

. Smith, W. L. 4: 213
MUSCATINE:

Langridge, Wm. B. 6: 18
NEVADA:

Scott, John, P. D. G. M. 3:17
Schoonover, E. 3: 135
Potter, Edwin B. 6: 136

NEW JEFFERSON.:
Orr, Jackson

NEWTON:
Lamb, Caleb

OSAGE:
Chase, Jacob L.
Chase, S. B.

OSKALOOSA:
Myers, Philip 3: 27
Hopkins, J. Y. 9:262

OTTUMWA:
Farley, W. W. 8: 216
Gillette, M. E.
Rose, Wm. J.

PLEASANTVILLE:
Jordan, Harrison 6: 250

RICHLAND:
Cook, S. S.
Tracey, L.
Davis, Anderson

SCIOLA:
Patterson, John W. 2:531

ST. CHARLES CITY:
Huntley, L. L. 4: 270
Wright, E. B. C., Gr. Sw. Br.

9:126

TIPTON:
Kynett, John W.

TOLEDO:
Clark, Hon. L. 9: 158
Allen, John 6: 154

UNIONVILLE:
Sawyers, S. H. 9: 283

VINTON:
Gaston, W. C.
Whipple, Wesley 2: 1306

WEST LIBERTY:
Jackson, S. A. 8:108
Gregg, E. H.

WISCOTTA:
Marshall, Collin 2: 253

KANSAS.

GREENWOOD:
Sheppard, S.

LECOMPTON:
Pelot, J. M., P. G.· Orator

PALMYRA:
Reynolds, Clarkson

TOPEKA:
King, Chas.
Walkley, S. T.

TROY:
Williams, E. H.
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KENTUCKY.

BARBOURVILLE:
Eve, John G. 9: 38

BARDSTOWN:
Marks, Nath'l H.

BEATTYVILLE:
Beatty, J. M.

BEECH FORK:
Case, C. D.

BEWLEYVILLE:
Pennington, W. H.
Jolley, Thos. J.

CONCORD:
Burns, M. H. 7: 40

COViNGTON:
Kivett, Geo. 7: 116

ELIZABETHTOWN:
Maxson, G. W. 3: 172
Freeman, Edwin J.

FLOYDSBURG:
Beard, W. F. 4: 21
Griffith, Geo. W. 10:233

FRANKFORT:
McCurdy, Rev. Robt. 7:7

FRANKLIN:
Brevard, John 9:374

FULTON:
Roots, P. K.

GARNETSVILLE:
Fitch, W. T. 2:610
Lusk, Thos. H.

GHENT:
Wingate, Smith 9: 406
Thretheld, Ja8. S. 1: 405
Fisher, Theodoric 2: 629
Bridges, David M. 3: 630

GLENDALE:
Coom.bs, W. F. 1: 175

HARDINSBURG:
Perrin, W. H.

HARROLDSBURG:
Richardson, Ed. 9: 37
W111iams, Jno. A., Gr. Sr. War.

HELENA:
Yancey, Robert B. 1: 613

HENDERSON:
Parsons, H. B. 3: 117

HICKMAN:
Davis, Col. J. H. 1: 331

KEYSBURGH:
Grundy, J. R.

LA GRANGE:
Morris, Robert, P. G. M. 4:1
Fleming, Geo. H. 4: 2
Trimble, Jno., Jr. 9: 5
Cook, Elisha D. 10: 346
Parsons, H. B. 3: 117
Dawkins, Richard C. 6: 335
Dougherty, J. A.

LEXINGTON:
Stivers, W. A. 9: 39

LIVERMORE:
Dana, James C. 4:615
Bewley, Geo.

LONDON:
Pitman, John

LOUISVILLE:
Gorsuch, Jas. G. 10: 23
Ellison, Wm. M. 4: 168
Wilson, A. W. 3:3
Gilbert, J. C. 9: 22
McGinnis, Geo. W. 6: 28
J ewell, Edward 2: 51
Porter, F. N. 4: 41 (dead)
Sargent, Corney 3: 52
Hare, C. C. 3:173
Davis, Ed. B. 4: 210
Webber, Fred 7:333
Munger, W. C., Gr. Com.

1:552
M111er, H. G. 7: 302

MANCHESTER:
Gibson, Stephen
Dickenson, J. S. M. 6: 612

MARROWBONE:
Davis, Will

MAYSLICK:
Riggen, R. T.

MAYSVILLE:
Howe, Wm. N., G. S. D. 9: 35
Bassett, Hiram, G. M. 4: 57

MORGANFIELD:
Long, L. W.

MOSCOW:
Morris, J. B.

MT. WASHINGTON:
Brown, L. R. 9: 42

NEBO:
Green, Chas. S. 7: 43
Hoffman, S. D.
Bone, John W.

RICHMOND:
Ware, S. C. 4: 609
Harris, W. S.
Sheaver, L. M., G. W. W.
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SMITHLAND:
Croker, Thos. 4:614

SPARTA:
Bond, Wm. 4: 611

STEPHENSBURG:
English, Richard R.

WARSAW:
Russell, Robt. R. 7: 416
Taffe, Wm. 9: 415
Williams, l\l. J.
McDaniel, Wm. M. 9: 1159

WESTPORT:
Carrington, F. S. 10:249

WOODBERRY:
Larue, J. R. 6: 36

LOUISIANA.

BASTROP:
Washburn, A. S.

BATON ROUGE:
Asher, S. M.

DONALDSVILLE:
Weightman, Thos. H.
Lion, Michael
Cox, E. B.

MAINE.

JAYBRIDGE:
Covell, Jos. P., G. R. W.

MARYLAND.

CHESTERTOWN:
Dutton, J. Russell

MASSACH USETTS.

LOWELL:
Borden, Jerome B.

NORTH ADAMS:
Wetherbee, Abel

SPRINGFIELD:
Sherman, Rev. Daniel H.

MICHIGAN.

CASSAPOLIS:
Chapman, S. S. 4: 101
Tietsort, Henry
Smith, Arthur

CLIMAX:
Hodgmen, Samuel C. 6: 90

COLDWATER:
Dart, S. L.

DETROIT:
Allen, E. G. W. 6:766

DOWAGIAC:
Beckwith, P. D.

EDWARDSBURG:
Cook, A. S.

FENTONVILLE:
Ayres, M., G. J. War.

HOMER:
McGregor, Lorenzo D.

IONIA:
Tayor, P. H., Jr., Gr. W~ 3: 96

LEXINGTON:
Kilets, Geo. F. 3: 98

MENDON:
Peters, Chas.

NEW BALTIMORE:
Tracy, Rev. D. B. 9: 97

PONTIAC:
Darrow, Frank, Gr. Master

4:851
PORTLAND:

Peters, Chas. A.
TECUMSEH:

Blanchard, Hon. S., Gr. Lee.
9: 11

MINNESOTA.

BELLE PLAIN:
Tyler, C. B.

CANNON FALLS:
Baker, Geo. L.
Hale, Wm. D. 6: 605
Scofield, W. P. 8: 770
Chapman, Joseph Eo 3: 608

FILLMORE:
Blook, Orville T.

HASTINGS:
Nash, Hon. C. W. 9: 232
Barnum, Edw. P. 3:359
Chapman, J. E. 3:608
Smith, Chas. R. 3: 604
Pott, Albert M. 6: 607
Finch, J. E. 9:866

LEWISTON:
Armington, John L. 6: 861

NININGER CITY:
Eaton, Samuel S. 6: 606

OWATANNA:
Tanner, L. Beecher
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PLEASANT GROVE:
Austin, Philip B.

PR.ESTON:
Marsh, J. F. 9: 768

RED WING:
Joss, F. 10:865

ST. ANTHONY'S FALLS:
White, Geo. W.
Berry, Mark T. 7: 877
Jones, W. E. 9: 875

ST. PAUL:
Upham. H. P. 9:558

SPRING VALLEY:
McM"urtie, Ephr. 9: 1310

WATERVILLE:
Rogers, A. B. 4: 360
Rogers, Luther Z.

MISSISSIPPI

ABERDEEN:
Beckett, Newton J.

CANAAN:
Bouton, R. L.

JACKSON:
Morris, Jno. B.
Price, Evan F.

KOSSUTH:
Jones, W. P.

NEW ALBANY:
Bond, C. T., D. D. G. M.

NORTH MT. PLEASANT:
Webb, Augustus
Crawford, J. W.

MISSOURI

BOLIVAR:
Vonkannon, Wm. 1: 1224

CHARLESTON:
Bethune, J. H. 10: 220
Stevens, W. A. 10:219
Diehl, E. P. 6: 221

DE KALB:
Martin, John T.
Peabody, Loran B.

HARRISONVILLE:
Garrison, Rev. M. W.
Whiting, Wm. E.
Ellis, L. B.

NEW BLOOMFIELD:
Austin, B. O.
Hubbard, H. S.
Overton, James W.

ST. LOUIS:
Garrett, T. E. 1: 1225
Thompson, M. 9: 1226
Burden, Wm. 1: 1227

WESTON:
Ringo, L. R.

WOLF ISLAND:
Petrie, H. L. 4: 341

NEBRASKA

BROWNSVILLE:
Furnas, Robt. W., Gr. Sec.

10:881

NEBRASKA CITY:
Redfield, S., G. Sr. W. 1: 12
Gillette, Lee P., Gr. Lee.,

6:334 .
Brown, Henry, P. D. G. M.

3:342
Hill, Wm. E. 3: 888

OMADI:
Wilkinson, G .W., G. J. D.
Hallack, J. H.

OMAHA CITY:
Armstrong, Geo., G. M.

PLATTSMOUTH:
Wheeler, D. H., G. Sr. Vol.

1:1160
Duke, E. T. 3: 1161
Marshall, .lno. W. G: 1162

NEW HAMPSHIRE

CENTRE SANDWICH:
Fellows, C. C. 7: 139

CONCORD:
Morrill, Lucius B.

EXETER:
Wilcox, Hon. S. M. 4: 141
Parker, J. D.

GREAT FALLS:
Hansom, Jacob D.
Snow, Thos. 6:104

HAVERHILL:
Chase, Rev. Chas. H. 3: 825

MANCHESTER:
Fellows, J. W.

PORTSMOUTH:
Fuller, Hon. Frank 4: 13
Christie, Jno., P. G. M.
Holbrook, J. R. 3: 140
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NEW JERSEY

BELVIDERE:
Crane, R. R.
Drake, Richard T.
Kline, J. J.
Maberry, Wm. M. 6: 930

BERGEN HILL:
Stevens, Samuel 4: 352
Edwards, Geo. B. 1: 230
Allen, C. W. 1 : 430
Klumpp, Jno. F. 7:556
Hopper, P. C. 4: 326
Bartleman, Joseph B.

BRIDGETON:
Whitecar, Rev. C. H.

BROADWAY:
Southwick, B. S.

BURLINGTON:
Rodgers, .Jno. 7: 105
Leavens, B. F. 6: 106
Milnor, Cbas. G. 4:231
Page, Chas. H. 3: 391
Grant, Horace. Jr. 1: 423
Goodwin, W. W. 7:484
Fort, Samuel 10: 478
Lippincott, H. B. 9: 477
Connor, Elwood 4:437
Higbie, John M. 7: 428

CALDWELL:
Mead, Joel D. 1: 553

DOVER:
Baker, Adolph A. 10: 969
Wicks, James

FREEHOLD:
Lawrence, .James C.
Yard, Jas. S.

HACCKETTSTOWN:
Moore, C. F. R. 6:931
Harvey, W. Irving 7: 939
Harvey. Silas S. 9: 940
Trimmer, D. M. 10:941

HOBOKEN:
Terry, John R. 5:383
Bootes, Edw. 9: 350
Banta, M. V. 7:442
Wilson, J. H. 2:911
Kimball, Hazen 4: 967
Perkins. Jno. H. 6: 435

(dead)
Brice, Rev. A. L. 7: 439

IRVINGTON:
Fullings, E. 6: 778

JERSEY CITY:
Ward, John H. 7:907
Gilyson, A. G. 1:915
Wells, Rev. C. L.
Armstrong, Wm. 6: 908
Tyrell, S. R. 3: 906
Lazear, H. Y. 1:912
Crawford, Henry F. 6: 916
Annin, Jos. 8:914
Gamble, James S. 9:933
Harney, Wm. 7: 934
Hough, James T. 3:944
Thomas, Jno. A. 10: 961
Plaget, Henry V. 7: 945
Day, Rev. E. A. 7:961
DeHart, H. M. 6: 962
Wood, Richard A. 3:980
Varick, Thos. R. 1: 966
Cutter, Geo. E. 7: 982
Hough, W. Irving 7: 968

LAMBERTSVILLE:
Schulhaus, Chas.

MONTCLAIR:
Ward, Bethuel 7:958

MT. HOLLY:
Campion, W. H. 3: 120
Evan, Chas., Jr. 8: 760
Armstrong, W. K. 9: 433
Demuth, L. I. 7: 119

NEWARK:
Thurston, C. B. 3: 348
Baldwin, Israel 7: 581
Stagg, Wm. E. 2: 582
Smith, E. M. 1: 425
Crans, L. D.
Dingwell, Robert 3: 842
Winter, Robert C. 3: 843
Perry, James
Kitchell, Farrand
Kinney, W. Donaldson
Battey, D. G. 4: 932
Woodworth, R. G. 3:920
Whitehead, A. B.
Dodd, Fred C. 4: 957
Knapp, W. H. 1: 981
Zeh, Cbas. M. 6: 959

NEW BRUNSWICK:
Jefferies, David T. 10: 432
Jeffreys, Rev. W. H. 7:431
Schenck, A. V. 4: 441
Johnson Sam'l L. 3: 440
Ammerman, Albert 7: 727

NEWTON:
Rogers, A. J. 3: 831
Coursen, Jacob A. 6:937
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Morford, Theo. 8: 936
Kelsey, Henry C. 7: 938

PATERSON:
Post, John H. 9: 905

PHILLIPSBURG:
Clark, C. M.

PLAINFIELD:
Waters, Rev. Geo., Gr. Lee.
Neste, A. Van

PRINCETON:
Griger, Rev. G. M. 7: 927
Smythe, Hugh 3: 928
Hudnut, Cbas. O. 4: 900
Marsh, Crowell 2: 929

SALEM:
.Bates, Joshua
Clement, Samuel H.
Grier, Richard

TINTON FALLS:
Holmes, D. A.3: 826

VERONA:
Stagg, Farrand K. 8: 438

NEW MEXICO

FORT MOHAVE:
Haller, Maj. G~ 0., U. S. A.

NEW YORK

ALBANY:
Cruikshank, James 9: 137
Gifford, Jno. P. S. 3: 855
Blake, Tyler R. 8: 863
Cham.berlain, Frank 3: 1001
Boyd, Andrew 7: 1009

ALBION:
Mather, Geo. 6: 1312

ALBEN:
Taylor, Gerry L. 9: 972

AUBURN:
Morris, Jos. M.
Barnes, Wm. H. 2: 367

AKRON:
Hoag, W. N. 4: 1188

BATAVIA:
BostwiCk, H. 4: 557

BROOKLYN:
Harris, J. B. 3: 125
Walden, Daniel T., D. D. G.

M. 3:935
BUFFALO:

Pinner, Michael
Brown, R. N. 9:471

Fox, Christopher G. 7: 554
Davis, Ed. B. 4: 210
Comstock, A. M. 7: 728

BATH:
Hard, L. P. 4:861

COLD SPRINGS:
Lawson, Peter P. .10: 870

CATSKILL:
Bagley, John H. 7:723
Givens, Chas. C. 8: 724

COOPERSTOWN:
Bryan, E. P.

CHATHAM FOUR CORNERS:
Cadman, Jno., D. D. G. M.,

10:761
Belden, Chas. A. 3: 675

CLINTON:
Evans, Ellicott 2: 1035

COHOES:
Wheeler. Wm. J. 4: 1022
Finney, O. O. 10: 1023

DELHI:
Parker, Robert 4: 836

DEPOSIT:
Dean. A. B. 3: 763
Smith, S. W. 10: 837
Ensign, H. P. 4: 1181

DOWNSVILLE:
White, W. G.

FORT PLAIN:
Snyder, Peter, D. D. G. M.

9:1026
FRANKFORT:

Fish, Jno. D. 4:1031
Richardson, Thos. 3: 1032
Jorlin, Judson 6: 1030

GLENN'S FALLS:
Peck, M. A., D. D. G. M.

7:1014
Davis, Isaac J. 1: 1013

HERKIMER:
Graves, Hon. Ezra 10: 1028
Graves, John C. 7:1029

HANCOCK:
Starbird, Ransom 3: 838
Chamberlain, A. B. 10: 827

HEMPSTEAD:
Smith, Daniel A. 4: :349
DeMott, Jno. W.

HOLLY:
Taft. G. T. 7:485
Perrigo, Z., Jr.
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HUDSON:
Stevens, Chas. A. 4: 725
Gifford, Frederick A. 3: 762
Crandall, H. H. 1: 869

JAMESTOWN:
. Mason, Levart L.
JEDDO:

Hoag, Hon. Wilson 3: 389
MABBETTSVILI...E:

Mabbett, Edwin H. 4: 473
Thorn, John S. 2:472
Tompkins, Smith P. 10: 474

MATTEAWAN:
Froman, Lawrence S. 6:476

MEDINA:
Welch, G. F. 1:1187
Cook, Geo. C. 1: 748

MIDDLEPORT:
Pierce, A. H. 7: 840
Taylor, 8: 841

MILLERTON:
Simmons, E. W. 3: 1000

MOHAWK:
Fox, Eli 1: 1027
Prescott, Amos H., Gr. Mar

shall 1: 1033

NEWARK:
Ford, James D. 7:862

NEWBURGH:
Stanbrough, J. B. 3: 455
Scott, D. A. 9: 456
McCutcheon, Hugh 3: 832
Mapes, Albert W. 2:1148

NEW YORK CITY:
Sheville, Jno. 6: 124
Piper, James N. 4: 351
Cunningham, Jno. G. 5: 379
Smith, Edwin L. 9: 382
McKeon, A. B. 3:411
Hart, O. H.
Butler, Edwin W.
St. John, Elias P.
Breed, E. P. 2: 347
Hill, Lavoisin 4: 381
Youmans, Daniel D. 5:410
Kukuck, N. B. 10:386
Baldwin, Jno. F.
Swift, W. T. 3: 384
Jones, John N. 3: 355
Gray, J. H. 10: 555
Doe, Wm. M. 4: 974
Hertz, C. C. 6: 904
Couenhoven, Jas. N.
Taylor, H. S. 9: 856

Gerdts, Henry D. 1 :429
Curtis, C. C. 4: 499
Woodruff, ""or. T. 3:434
Reed, B. 9: 436
Newman, W. B. 8: 444
Smith, Chas. T. 4: 443
Banks, Henry C., D. D. G. M.

2:445
Merritt, Stephen, Jr. 7:917
Phillips, Henry F. 7: 665
Dey, J. Warrell S. 2:786
Walker, Henry D. 1:353
Chatterton, Rev. J. C. 3: 354
Foster, Jno. A. 8: 803
Merriam, Wm. R. 3: 804
Morgan, Henry A. 1: 919
Taylor, James B. 2: 828
Nickerson, Caleb 2: 829
Davis Chester H. 6: 903
Harriott, Wm. H. 3: 830
Shove, Josiah 10:902
Brown, Arthur 3:925
Storm, S. F. 9: 909 .
Rockwell, S.. O. 3: 913
Smith, Walter M. 7:901
Banks, E. M. 4:922
Young, James B. 4:924
Smith, Adon. 4: 923
Thitcherer, Geo. A. 10:918
Myers, Geo. 5: 956
Yallalee, C. H. 7:926
Raywond, G. H. 7: 926
Kelsey, Wm. Aug. 5: 934
Brinkerworth, Josephus

7:942
Ingham, Albert C. 1: 1303
Reid, Peter 3: 970
Powell, A. P. 10:965
Gilbert, P. B. 8:963
Mills, Isaac 7:%4
Bogert, Benj. C.
Richardson, WiD. M. 6: 971
Brinckerboff, J'. De Witt

3:973
Crane, John J.

NIAGRA FALLS:
Helmes, J. W.

OGDENSBURG:
Fairchild, J. H. 9 :134
Lewis, Nath. 3: 1103
Partiridge, A. S. 8: 1100
Briggs, Alvah H. 3: 1195

PALMYRA:
Ennis, Elijah 3: 860

PIERMONT:
Van Orden; John, Jr. 3: 454
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POTTSDAM:
Wallace, Wm. H.

POUGHKEEPSIE:
Trowbridge, John 3:479
Reed, H. A. 4: 480
Champlin, Albert H. 9: 424
Chichester, L. A. 8: 481
Baxter, Geo. W. 2:482
Smith, James, Jr. 3: 483
Flagler, E. O. 10: 947
Atkins, O. S. 7:948

PRATTSVILLE:
Gregory, James B. 1: 834
Olney, James B. 3·: 835

RED HOOK:
Martin, Claudius 3: 809
Phillips, Wm. 10: 872
Myers, Fred 4: 873
Miller, Henry E. 9874

RHINEBECK:
Wortman, Tunis 4: 871

RICHMONDVILLE:
Carhart, Rev. J. Wesley 3: 805

ROCHESTER:
Vaill, Chas. 2:392
Webster, C. H. 9: 393
Thompson, W. S. 2: 290
Holmes, W. F. 3: 398
Whitbeck, Jno. Fonda, 6: 399
McElhinny, J. W. 4:853
Crandall, W. B. 7: 776-

ROUNDOUT:
. Cornell, Nathaniel F. 4:807
Hasbrouck, J. D. 3: 854
Holt, E. D. 1: 833

ROYALTON:
Murphy, Hon. P. P. 2:857

SALEM:
White, Nelson J.

SARATOGA SPRINGS:
Fish, Geo. B. 4: 1016
Edwards, A. Franklin 3: 1019

SING SING:
Barlow, Geo. J. 8:475
Comming, Chas. H. 8: 457

SPENCERPORT:
Hancox, B. F. 5: 486-

SOMERSET:
Todd, John 9: 1184
Church, Loren 3:1196

STONE RIDGE:
Cooper, J. M. 3: 806-

STUYVESANT FALLS:
Carhart, Rev. J. Wesley 3: 805
Coventry, Edwin M. 7: 808

TROY:
Perry, Hon. Jno. S. 3: 138
Bennett, Geo. W. 8: 1005

UTICA:
Priest, Zenas C. 6: 1034

VALATIE:
Steenbergh, H. T. Van 8: 664
Bulkley, Geo. W. 10: 85,9

WATERFORD:
Gage, Geo. C. 10:1017
Breslin, Thos. 9: 1018

WEST GREENFIELD:
Parkman, T. E. 3:1015

WILSON:
Pettit, W. O. 4:1186

WILLIAMSBURG:
Owen, E. W. 5: 385

WINDHAM CENTER:
Osborn, M. C. 3: 951
Newburry, A. 8:952
Miller, J. S. 6:953
Tibbals, Daniel C. 4:954
Story, E. J. 7: 955

NORTH CAROLINA

BEREA:
Wood, R. S. 1:129

CHARLOTTE:
Williams, Hon. L. S. 7: 62
Wriston, M. L., P. G. Mar.

6:23
Brevard, A. 9: 417
Lowrie, P. J. 4: 64
Dewey, T. W. 1:92
Owens, W. A. 3:103

CLINTON:
Killett, S. B.

CONCORD:
Bingham, L. S. 7: 80
Coleman, Daniell: 102
Wittkowsky, Sam!. 9: 143
Bradshaw, Chas. W. 9: 146
Burkhead, J. C. H. 9:147

COMPANY'S SHOPS:
Welch,- John A. 4:178
Linthicum, R. L. 6: 179
Worth, Daniel 2 :180
Mills, R. W. 9:181
Wilkes, Edwin 6: 182
Murdock, Alex. 9: 183

EAGLE ROCK:
Avers, Thos. H.
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GOLDSBORO:
Kennedy, John T.
Robinson, Wm.

GREENSBORO:
Howlett, John F. 6:114
Cole, C. C. 6: 115

HUNTSVILLE:
Cook, C. L.

KINGSTON:
Cox, Calvin 6: 91

MOCKSVILLE:
Harbin, A. A.

MURFREESBORO:
Wynne, J. M. 7: 79
Capeheart, F. M.

NEWBERN:
Clark, Chas. ,C., J. G. Warden

9:123
OXFORD:

Strum, J. H. Gr. Lee. 9: 65:
Littlejohn, J. T. 6: 66
Williams, Sam'l. A. 6: 130
Lassiter, R. M. 6: 131

SALISBURY:
Bessent, Ranson P. 6: 176
Murdock, Wm. 6: 177
Saunders, W. L. 3: 200

SANDY LEVEL:
Horton, Samuel B.

SHELBY:
Burton, Gen. A. W., P. D. G. M.

6:67
Hoke, P. P. 4: 192
Gidney, G. W. 6:193
Fulton, J. B. 3: 194
Corbett, W. S. 6: 195

WADESBORO:
Neal, S. W., Gr. Lee. 7: 77
Hall, R. T., G. J. D., 4: 121
Robinson, H. W. 7: 122

WATSONVILLE:
. Watson, E,. F., G. :8;'. P., 6: 184

WILKESBORO:
Bouchelle, Thos. Slater

WILSON:
Lewis, Wm. T.

YADKINSVILLE :
Idol, John 9: 78

OHIO

ANTWERP:
Jacobs, Moroni P. 4: 714

CLEVELAND:
Thatcher, Peter, Jr.
Crieghton, Richard

COLUMBUS:
Stuart, J. M.

CINCINNATI:
Miller, H. G. 7: 302

ELYRIA:
Ely, Heman, G. Marshal, 7:10
Hurlbert, Jno. W.

HARTFORD:
Jones, Lucius C., G. Jr. War.
Reeder, Willis 9: 58

MASSILON:
Millard, B. W.

STOUTS:
Armstrong, John

TOLEDO:
Hosmer, H. L., P. D. G. M., 6:9
Carson, John B. 4:100

WARREN:
Jones, Hon. Lucius C., J. G. W.

PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA:
Wickoff, E. S. 3: 729
Demuth, L. J. 7:119

NEW HOPE:
Smith, J. P.

WASHINGTON:
Creigh, Alfred

RHODE ISLAND

FOSTER CENTER:
Hill, Col. Wm. 1:343

PROVIDENCE:
Goodell, Wm. S. 3: 858

SCOTLAND

AYR:
Lyon, D. Murray, P. J. G. W.,

6: 41'2
Good, George 9: 758
McLure, John 7:759

SOUTH CAROLINA

COLUMBIA:
Walter, W. T. 7:53
Boatright, Jno. H. 6: 54
Bythegood, M. W. 8: 55
Withington, E. O.
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TENNESSEE

BEECH GROVE:
McMillen, G. W.

BRADYVILLE:
Patton, J. N.
Witherspoon, J. M.
Patrick, James A.

CENTREVILLE:
Paulus, A. D.

CHARLOTTE:
Cording, J. B.

CLARKSVILLE:
Atkins, Thos. M.

CLIFTON:
Smith, W. Bolivar

DANCYVILLE:
Parrott, Col. Geo. W. 3: 47
Burroughs, N. S. 5: 48
Scott, Wm. H. 9: 49

LINDEN:
Ledbetter, R. P.

NASHVILLE:
H. Sheffield, 3: 46

SHELBYVILLE:
Edgar, Jno. T.

TEXAS

BELLVILLE:
Hunt, Zimr:

BOSTON:
Leigh, Hon. Jno. W.

BRENHAM:
Rippetoe, A. H.
J arrall, Wm. F.

CHAPEL HILL:
Baker, M. W., P. D. D. G. M.
Baker, A. C.

CLARKSVILLE:
Ragsdale, Smith
Sivley, W. H.
Sims, J. W., Jr.

COFFEYVILLE:
Gover, E. J.

EUTAW:
Smith, Erastus

FAIR"FIELD:
Grayson, Thos. B.

FORT WORTH:
Corning, A. F.

GABRIEL'S MILL:
Mather, Hon. Sam'l, P.D.G.M.

INDEPENDENCE:
Alexander, Jno.

JACKSBORO:
Stanfield, W. W. O.

PORT SULLIVAN:
Prohl, Prof. F. R.
Berry, S. L.
Anderson, T. J. H., G. Jr. W.

VERMONT

BENNINGTON:
Dart, C. 4: 781

BRADFORD:
Hurlbut, D.
Frary, N. E.
Britton, Rev. Joshua, D. D. G.

M., 3:817
Scott, Martin L. 1: 818
Chamberlain, Geo. W.

BRIDGPORT:
Grosvenor, Noble 4: 801
Delano, Nelson

BRISTOL:
Hasseltine, Levi
Needham, Hon. Horatio

8:790
MunsH, Hon. Henry 2: 791

BURLINGTON:
Styles, A. F. 1: 784
Follett, Louis 4: 800

EAST TOPSHAM:
Paul, Josiah 2: 819

HYDEVILLE:
Hopson, Chandler, A. 5: 841
Allen, Simeon 5: 1158

MIDDLE,BURY:
'Copeland, A. H. 4: 779
Brooks, Samuel, D. D. G. M.,

5:782
Simmons, Jno. H. 4: 783
Gifford, Ira 4: 788
Allen, Hon. Chas. G.
Sheldon, Henry L.

MONKTON:
Skiff, Geo. S. 4: 799

MONTPELIER:
Phinney, T. C.
Emory, J. C.
Dewey, D.
Washburn, Hon. G., P.D.G.M.

NEWBURY:
Eastman, Anderson W. 1: 882
French, David A. 4: 823
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NORWICH:
Egerton, J. K. 6: 824

ORWELL:
Bascom, D. C.
Abell, C. D.

POULTNEY:
Ransom, Nelson 4:848
Clark, Henry 10: 792
Clark, Edward 3: 793
Neal, Benj. S. 1: 812
Ruggles, Chas. C. 3.813
Joslyn, Jervis 3: 814
Hull, Henry T. 2: 815
Clark, Chas. 3: 816

RUTLAND:
Williams, Samuel 4: 786
Follett, Geo. 9: 789

SHOREHAM:
Hunsden, Chas. 4: 785 ,
Deming, Geo. L. 4: 794

ST. JOHNSBURY CENTER:
Bacon, John 8: 820
Thompson, John R. 4: 821

STOWE:
Town, Emory 3: 844

. Styles, James W. 2: 802
Douglas, C. F.

THETFORD CENTER:
Tobin, Geo. W. 8: 798

VERGENNES:
Willson, Hon. Sam!. 3: 780
Fisher, Cyrus M.
Tucker, Philip C. (died), G.M.

WATERBURY:
Dewey, B. H. 4: 807
Bates, Geo. A. 4: 854
Ormsby, F. E.
Brown, N. King 4:846
Henry, W. W. 6: 795

WEST CORNWALL:
Currier, C. B.
Peck, R. R.
Wright, Victor

WEST FAIRLEE:
Lawrence, James T. 8: 797

WEST POULTNEY:
Ruggles, Henry

WHITE RIVER JUNCTION:
Gifford, James 4:796

WASHINGTON TERRITORY

OLYMPIA:
Reed, T. M., Gr. Sec.

STEILACOOM:
Wood, Wm. H., P. G. S. W.

WISCONSIN

COLUMBUS:
Huggins, Frank 10: 294

DARLINGTON:
Spinney, W. O. 9:'291

DODGEVILLE:
Strong, Hon. L. M., P.D.G.M.
Bonner, John

EAGLE:
McWilliams, Thos. 9: 295
Potter, Chas. W. 7: 1107
Snover, David D. 3:1108

EVANSVILLE:
Evans, J. M. 6: 297

FOX LAKE:
McCullough, J. 3: 293
Banta, Arie

MARKESAU:
Forrest, Wm. D.

MINERAL POINT:
Pulford, R. DeLos, P. D. G. M.,

3:296

PRESCOTT:
Jay, H. A. 8:769
Nichols, G. H. 6: 864

RACINE:
Redburn, Hon. A. J. (dead)
Patrick, Jones

RICH LAND CENTER:
Downs, Daniel L. 8: 2'92

WAUPUN:
Matthews, Selah 6: 288
Doge, R. C. 9: 363
Heg, Hon. H. C. 7: 422


