
Great Conversations
About the Great Conversation



Pre-requisites for entering the Great 
Conversation-

❑Know and Embrace the Principle of Non-contradiction-
❑Know and Embrace the supernatural worldview
❑Know and Embrace the Four Causes
❑Know and Embrace the art of making proper definitions

-Human Person
-Science 

❑Recognize the hierarchy of being
❑Recognize the proper order of the sciences



What is the Great Conversation?
“ "The tradition of the West is embodied in the Great Conversation 
that began in the dawn of history and that continues to the present 

day"
Robert Maynard Hutchins



First Principle

A first principle is a basic proposition or assumption that cannot be 
deduced from any other proposition or assumption. It is a self-evident 
proposition from which we start to reason properly. In philosophy, first 
principles are from the First Cause- For Aristotle the first cause is the 

uncaused cause, or the prime mover or the unmoved mover-



The First Principle of all reality
Ontological:

“Something cannot BE and NOT BE at 
the same time under the same 
conditions.” 
Logical:

“The opinion that opposite assertions 
are not simultaneously true is the 
firmest of all”
Psychological:

“It is impossible for anyone to believe 
that the same thing is and is not.”
Aristotle Metaphysics-1005b19–23- and 
1011b13–14



Do I contradict 
myself? 

Very well, then, I 
contradict myself. 

(I am large, I contain 
multitudes.)

 
   —Walt Whitman, 
“Song of Myself”



Definition of the 
Absurd- 

 
 

A thing is absurd 
if it explicitly 

affirms what is 
implicitly 

denies. 



If one says all 
opinions ought to be 
respected and then 

rejects one who 
disagrees with that, 

one is explicitly 
affirming what one 

is implicitly 
denying. 



The Two world Views



“there are an 
infinite number 
of ways to fall, 
but only one 

way to stand.”
G.K. Chesterton



Book 14, Chapter 28.—Of the Nature of the Two 
Cities, the Earthly and the Heavenly.

Accordingly, two cities have been 
formed by two loves: the earthly 
by the love of self, even to the 
contempt of God; the heavenly 
by the love of God, even to the 

contempt of self.  The former, in a 
word, glories in itself, the latter in 
the Lord.  For the one seeks glory 
from men; but the greatest glory 

of the other is God, the witness of 
conscience. 



Paradise Lost



Paradise Lost
by

John Milton
17th Century

Lucifer  catches a glimpse of himself 
and is swollen with pride in himself- 
self-love- He convenes a meeting in the 
North of the Cosmos with the rebel 
angels and out of this love comes the 
first image of division with those 
famous last words:
 
“I will not serve!” The battle cry for the 
city of man- 





• In the Garden of Eden, the one 
who would not serve becomes the 
first Sophist in giving Eve half-
truths in his own interest- 
• It is a delight to the eyes- 
• You will not die-
• You will be like gods- 
• These are always the promises in 

the City of Man even to today



 “there are two strifes, 
one you will praise, 

and the other increases 
vile war. 

The hearts of the two 
strifes are different.” 



The Two Worldviews in Hesiod
Bad strife Good strife

• “one you will praise 
and this one even 
rouses the shiftless to 
work,”
• “was set by Zeus who 

lives in air on high, 
set in the roots of 
earth, an aid to men.”

“and the other increases 
vile war and calamity, she 
is cruel.”
“do not let wicked strife 
persuade you, skipping 
work to gape at politicians 
and quarrels of the market 
place.”





4th Century BC= 
Socrates, Plato and 
Aristotle were all 

battling the 
sophists





1st Centrury ADThe Didiche, the Apostles 
first catechism talks about the two ways 
and these are the very same two loves, 
the way of life and the way of Death

“There are two ways, one of life and one of 
death, but there is a great difference between 

the two ways.”
Life- The way of life, then, is this: First, you 

shall love God who made you; second, love 
your neighbor as yourself, and do not do to 

another what you would not want done to you. 
And of these sayings the teaching is this: Bless 

those who curse you, and pray for your 
enemies, and fast for those who persecute you.

Death- And the way of death is this: First of 
all it is evil and full of curse: murders, 

adulteries, lusts, fornications, thefts, idolatries, 
magic arts, witchcrafts, rapines, false 

witnessings, hypocrisies, double-heartedness, 
deceit, haughtiness, depravity, self-will, 
greediness, filthy talking, jealousy, over-

confidence, loftiness, boastfulness; 
persecutors of the good, hating truth, loving a 

lie,  etc..





In the 5th Century AD- St. Augustine gives us the image of the City of 
God which shows us the oldest story in the world- and I want to make 
a quick clarifying point here- our modern ears struggle with the idea of 
having contempt for ourselves- and Augustine didn’t suffer the ravages 
of our modern psychology, but he meant for us to contemplate that in 
the presence of Christ we decrease and He increases, that we prepare 

ourselves for Heaven by conforming ourselves to him and having 
contempt for our sinfulness- the City of man doesn’t have a category 

for sin. 



C.S. Lewis describes the two loves in 
terms of naturalism and super-naturalism 

in his book called Miracles



“There was a time 
when men believed 

in the Truth and 
doubted themselves, 
now men believe in 

themselves and 
doubt the Truth.”

 
G.K. Chesterton



The City of God
City of God
• Man loves God and truth to the contempt of 

his fallen self-
• Creator God exists
• Know we were made for truth 
• Believes in the Natural Law
• Good- ontologically
• True- objective
• Beautiful- transcendent
• The Creator is the measure of all things
• We discover by the light of truth

City of Man
• Man loves himself to the contempt of God. 
• There is no God
• Is skeptical
• Believes in conventional law-
• Good- perception
• True- relative
• Beautiful- material
• Believes man is the measure of all things
• They create by their own lights.



John J. Dunphy, The Humanist (1983)
 "The battle for humankind's future must be 

waged and won in the public school classroom 
by teachers who correctly perceive their role as 

the proselytizers of a new faith: A religion of 
humanity -- utilizing a classroom instead of a 
pulpit to carry humanist values into wherever 

they teach. The classroom must and will 
become an arena of conflict between the old 

and the new -- the rotting corpse of Christianity, 
together with its adjacent evils and misery, and 

the new faith of humanism." 



Book 2, part 3 of the Physics and Book 5 part 2 of the Metaphysics:





•“you understand absolutely nothing about 
modern civilization, unless you first admit 
that it is a universal conspiracy against all 
interior life.” 

•George Bernanos 



Final Causality- the 
goal or end-

“The last thing in 
the order of 

execution (or the 
last thing in action) 
is the first thing in 

the order of the 
agent’s intention.”

Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, 
II, I, Q-1, article 1-



The    Art 
of the 

Definition

Schole Sisters,    2020Part I- 



a defect in the form of a 
definition will deform the 

integrity of an understanding



City of God

For a definition to be adequate, it 
must
 (I) identify the kind of thing- 
Genus 
(II) distinguish it from similar 
kinds of things 
(III) express the nature of the thing

City of Man                  



City of God                  

For a definition to be adequate, it 
must
 (I) identify the kind of thing- 
Genus 
(II) distinguish it from similar 
kinds of things 
(III) express the nature of the thing

City of Man                  

In general, gives a material and 
colloquial definition- usually 
limited to material and efficient 
causes.



City of God                  
Science:
Science comes from the Latin Scientia- Scire- 
which means- to know- it is systematized 
knowledge of a subject- 
While all the materilis scinces are subsets of 
the word, philosophy and Theology are the two 
highest sciences- Philosophy is the lens though 
which we should see and order all the other 
sciences
Genus- knowledge
Species- systematized and organized 
knowledge, 
Nature - as opposed to common sense or 
intuition- 

City of Man                  
Science: 
the intellectual and practical 
activity encompassing the 
systematic study of the structure 
and behaviour of the physical and 
natural world through observation 
and experiment.

Definition of Science



The hierarchy of being-

_______________________________________________________
• Humans m + l + c + Sc          Human soul/spirited 
• _______________________________________________________
• Animals m + l + c                Animal  soul
• _______________________________________________________
• Plants m + l                    vegetative soul
• _______________________________________________________
• Rocks           m



Another implication of a rejection 
of final and formal causality-

In 1852- The Idea of a University
There is a growing tendency to 

deny “moral agency”
and 

 to deny “divine agency” 

John Henry Cardinal Newman 



Theology 

Philosophy

Science

Science

Rationalize
Religion

True hierarchy

Scientism 
hierarchy

City of Man
Scientism

Secular Humanism
City of God



Theology 

Philosophy

Science

Science

Rationalize
Religion

City of God

City of Man

Scientism
Secular Humanism



Pre-requisites for entering the Great 
Conversation-

❑Know and Embrace the Principle of Non-contradiction-
❑Know and Embrace the supernatural worldview
❑Know and Embrace the Four Causes
❑Know and Embrace the art of making proper definitions

-Human Person
-Science 

❑Recognize the hierarchy of being
❑Recognize the proper order of the sciences



The First Principle of all Reality 
The Principle of Non-Contradiction

Ontological formulation- “Something cannot BE and 
NOT BE at the same time under the same conditions.” 
Logical formulation- “The opinion that opposite 
assertions are not simultaneously true is the firmest of all”
Psychological formulation-“It is impossible for anyone to 
believe that the same thing is and is not.”



There are Two  possible world view called the City of God and the 
City of Man

City of God
• Man loves God and truth to the 

contempt of his fallen self-
• Creator God exists
• Knows we were made for truth 
• Believes in the Natural Law
• Good- ontologically
• True- objective
• Beautiful- transcendent
• The Creator is the measure of all 

things
• We discover by the light of truth

City of Man

Man loves himself to the contempt of 
God. 

There is no God

Is skeptical

Believes in conventional law-

Good- psychologically

True- relative

Beautiful- material

Believes man is the measure of all things

They create by their own lights.



Aristotle’s Four Explanatory Causes
• Matter: a material cause is determined by the matter that composes 

the changing things. For a table, that matter might be wood; for a 
statue, it might be bronze or marble.

• Form: a formal cause is due to the arrangement, shape, or appearance 
of the thing changing. Numerical relationships are of this nature. 

• Agency or Efficiency: an efficient cause consists of things apart from 
the thing being changed, which interact so as to be an agency of the 
change. For example, the efficient cause of a table is a carpenter 
acting on wood. According to Aristotle, the efficient cause of a child 
is a father.

• End or Purpose: a final cause is that for the sake of which a thing is 
changing. A seed's end is an adult plant. A sailboat's purpose is 
sailing. A ball at the top of a ramp will finally come to rest at the 
bottom.



Art of the Definition
For a definition to be adequate, it must:
 (I) identify the kind of thing- Genus 
(II) distinguish it from similar kinds of things 
(III) express the nature of the thing



The hierarchy of Being
_______________________________________________________
• Humans m + l + c + Sc          Human soul/spirited 
• _______________________________________________________
• Animals m + l + c                Animal  soul
• _______________________________________________________
• Plants m + l                    vegetative soul
• _______________________________________________________
• Rocks           m



The Order of the Sciences



The End


