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SAY: ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜ ƻŦ The Story of God looked at how different faiths view the 
apocalypseτthe end of daysτand how these ideas impact the ways in which people live their 

lives. 
 
ASK:  

¶ Think about the stories you just heard. What stood out to you as surprising or 
important? 

¶ Do you believe in an apocalypse? If so, what do you believe about it? If not, why?   
 

JUDAISM  
 

SAY: aƻǊƎŀƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿŀǎ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Yoram 

Hazony, an expert in the politics and theology of Judaism, and Jodi Magness, an archeologist 
who specializes in the archeology of ancient Palestine.  

 
Dr. Hazony took Morgan Freeman to the Temple Mount, a holy place that is venerated by Jews, 

Christians, and Muslims. In 20 BC, King Herod built a temple there where the Jews could 
worship their God. Dr. Hazony showed Mr. Freeman the sacred underground space that is the 

closest any human being can come to where the holy of holies isτthe most sacred spot in the 
world. 

 
ASK: To orthodox Jews, what is the significance of the Temple Mount, and what beliefs are tied 
into the rebuilding of the temple?  
 
LISTEN:  
[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 
share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 

to talk is able.] 
  

SAY: Morgan Freeman met Professor Jodi Magness at a place called Qumran ǘƘŀǘΩǎ on the 
shores of the Dead Sea. This was where a Jewish sect known as the Essenes lived. They believed 

an epic battle was coming that would bring about the end of the world.  
  
ASK: What stood out to you ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 9ǎǎŜƴŜǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜΚ 
 
LISTEN:  
[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 

share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 
to talk is able.] 
   

http://www.yoramhazony.org/
http://www.yoramhazony.org/
http://jodimagness.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_Mount
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qumran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essenes
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MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:  

[Remind students about some important details or quotes, and ask students what they think 
about them.] 

 
¶ The temple built by King Herod in 20 BC was seven stories high because he wanted to 

ƳŀƪŜ άǘƘŜ most spectacular physical structure in the entire Middle Eastτmaybe in the 
entire worldέ (Yoram Hazony). 

¶ Romans sacked Jerusalem in 70 AD and demolished the temple. One of the last and 
most famous parts of the temple still standing today is the Western or Wailing Wall. 

¶ άWŜǿǎ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

about. Because when Christians think of the messiah, they think of someone whoΩs 
divineτthey think of, you know, the end of days. What we have for the messiah is a 

man, a king of this earth who is going to bring peace among the nations in this world. . . . 
AƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜέ (Yoram Hazony). 

¶ The mortal messiah Yoram described has a very specific to-do list: 
1. Reconstitute the Jewish kingdom or the Jewish state 

2. Bring peace with the neighbors 
3. Rebuild the temple 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ once existed in the world that 
was taken away. The Jews want to bring [it] back into the world. . . . The reconstruction 
of the temple as the crowning symbol ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
supposed to be assisting to ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ (Yoram Hazony). 

¶ If the temple were to be rebuilt now, some of the holiest sites in Islam would be 
destroyed, and that might trigger an apocalyptic battle.   

¶ The Dead Sea Scrolls are 981 texts found in 11 caves in the cliffs surrounding Qumran. 
¶ The Essenes settled at Qumran around 100 BC.The scroll that spoke specifically about 

the apocalypse is called the War Scroll. This scroll depicts a 40-year-long apocalyptic 
ǿŀǊΥ ά. . . There shall be a war of terrible carnage. The sons of light shall battle the sons 

of darkness, and it shall end in eternal redemption . . . έ (Excerpt from the War Scroll). 
¶ ά[ƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƻƻƳǎŘŀȅ ŎǳƭǘǎΣ the Essenes believed the end was imminent and took 

precautions to be ready to meet God at any momentέ όaƻǊƎŀƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴύΦ 
¶ The Romans wiped out the Essenes and Qumran in 68 AD. 

 
ASK:  
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.] 
 

¶ What stood out to you about the Judaic ideas of the apocalypse? Why? 

¶ Is there anything you heard that you agree with or disagree with? What is it and why? 
 

OTHER NOTES:  
[Use this section to take notes about any memorable moments or about anything ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ask the students to respond to.] 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea_Scrolls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Sons_of_Light_Against_the_Sons_of_Darkness
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EARLY CHRISTIANITY 
 
SAY: Morgan Freeman traveled to Rome, Italy, to meet with early Christianity expert Kim 
Haines-Eitzen to examine early Christian ideas about the apocalypse. Professor Haines-Eitzen 
took Mr. Freeman into the Biblioteca Casanatense to inspect ancient transcripts from the book 
of Revelation, where the antichrist is described.  
 
ASK: Professor Haines-Eitzen talked about the possible relationship between the number 
ascribed to the antichrist in Revelation 13:18 and the Roman emperor Nero. Did this surprise 
you at all? What do you think about this idea?   

 
LISTEN:  

[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 
share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 

to talk is able.] 
  
MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES: 
[Remind students about specific moments in this story, and ask students what they think about 
them.] 

 
¶ ά[/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅΩǎ] most famous book of prophecy, Revelation, written around 100 AD, 

foretells an impending battle with the antichristέ όaƻǊƎŀƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴύΦ 

¶ ά¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
beast, for it is the nuƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ сссέ (Revelation 13:18). 

¶ άώwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴϐ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ōƻƻƪΦ LǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƭƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƳ, ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀ 
political book, and making a political claim about the cause of evil . . . έ (Kim Haines-

https://kimhaineseitzen.wordpress.com/
https://kimhaineseitzen.wordpress.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblioteca_Casanatense
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+13%3A18&version=NIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nero
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Eitzen).ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜen a lot of debate about what this numberτin particular 666τ

who it refers to. There has also been a strong argument made for 666 referring to 
bŜǊƻέ (Kim Haines-Eitzen). 

¶ ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇƭy numerical values to the name Kaisar Neron, and you add up those 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ сссέ όYƛƳ IŀƛƴŜǎ-Eitzen). 

¶ Nero was emperor of Rome from 54-68 AD, which was around the time the first 
Christians began to arrive in Rome. In ancient Greek and Hebrew, every letter had a 
corresponding number. If you add up the letters for the name of emperor Nero written 

in Hebrew, the total comes to 666. But Nero is just one of many names that can add up 
to 666. 

¶ Nero was hated for a lot of things, including persecuting Christians. In 64 AD, there was 
a massive fire that destroyed much of the city of Rome. Nero blamed the Christians and 

executed many of them. Tradition says Nero executed Peter, crucifying him upside 
down in what is now known as St. PeǘŜǊΩǎ {ǉǳŀǊŜ.  

¶ άhōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǘŜŘ bŜǊƻτhe was the antichrist. Even after his suicide, 
they feared that he had the power to come back and rule. Which is why it was safer to 

refer to him in a secret code. For the Christians living under the conditions that they 
were living, judgment Řŀȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƻ ǎƻƻƴέ (Morgan Freeman). 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƘƻƭŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾƛƭ 
ŜƳǇƛǊŜ ƘŀŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ (Morgan 
Freeman). 

 
ASK:  
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.] 
 

¶ What do you think of the idea that Nero might have been the antichrist to the early 
Christians in Rome? Do you agree? Why or why not?  

 

OTHER NOTES:  
[Use this section to take notes about any memorable moments or about anything ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ask the students to respond to.] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Peter%27s_Square


 
 

5 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
ISLAM 

 
SAY: Mr. Freeman traveled to New York to meet with Maajid Nawaz, a former high-level 
recruiter for the Hizb ut-Tahrir, an apocalyptic Islamist group that was one of the precursors to 
Al Qaeda. When he was 15 and living in the UK, Mr. Nawaz experienced violent and traumatic 
racist acts against him and his family. This created an opportunity for an Islamist recruiter to 
radicalize him for Hizb ut-Tahrir, which he ended up being a part of for 13 years. After he served 
four years in an Egyptian prison, Mr. Nawaz realized that he needed to make a significant 
change in how he understood his faith. 

 

ASK: What stands out to you the most about Maajid NawazΩ story? Does his distinction 
between Islamismτwhich creates extreme radical groups like Al Qaedaτand the religion Islam 

make sense to you? Why or why not? 
 
LISTEN:  
[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 
share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 
to talk is able.] 
  
MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:  
[Remind students about specific moments in this story, and ask students what they think about 
them.] 

 
¶ άIslam is an Arabic word that means Ψsurrender, ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΩ . . . Meeting 

aǳǎƭƛƳǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜΣ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ LǎƭŀƳ ŀƛƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ .ǳǘ 
ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ. A tiny percentage of 

Muslims are waging war against the West. Isis and other religious extremist groups 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƎǳƴέ (Morgan Freeman). 

¶ άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ just to distinguish between Islamism and Islam a religion. What I 
mean by Islamism is a desire to impose any version of Islam over society. That ideology 

was sold to me as if it was the religion of Islam, and thatΩs what I adopted. I grew up 
facing a very, very severe form of violent racism domestically within in the UKΦ LΩƳ 
talking hammer attacks, machete attacks by neo-Nazi skinheads, thugs. On many 
occasions I had to watch as my friends were stabbed before my eyes as a 15-year old. I 

began seeing myself as separate from the rest of society. An Islamist recruiter found me 
in that state as a young, angry teenager, and it was very easy foǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜǊέ (Maajid 
Nawaz). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maajid_Nawaz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hizb_ut-Tahrir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Qaeda
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¶ άL ŀƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ aǳǎƭƛƳ, but LΩƳ now a liberal. Now when I was in prison and I was living 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧƛƘŀŘƛǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ LǎƭŀƳƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜnts, we 
had the leader of the Muslim brotherhoods, and I saw and I thought, My God, if these 
guys ever came to power and declared a caliphate, it would be hell on earth. Of course 
when Isis eventually did declare the caliphate, that utopian dream that we all used to 

share, has become that dystopic nightmare that we ǎŜŜ ƴƻǿέ (Maajid Nawaz). 
¶ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜcies that most Muslims share in common with each other. 

The difference is [that] what Isis has done is itΩǎ manipulated those prophesies to serve 

its own political and ideological ends. So, ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ-of-times battle 
that Isis believes is going to take place in a small village called Dabiq in Syria. This village 

has absolutely no strategic value militarily whatsoever. It has hardly any economic 
strategic value either, but Isis has nevertheless committed resources to conquering this 
small village called Dabiq. They believe that the international community and the 
coalition must somehow be driven to come and meet them in Dabiq and engage in a 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ōŀǘǘƭŜέ (Maajid Nawaz). 

¶ ThereΩs an alleged prophecy of Muhammad that predicted that the city of 
Constantinople would fall to Muslim military forces and then Rome would fall next.   

¶ ά{ƻ Lǎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ scripture that because Constantinople has already 
fallen to Muslims, that the next big battle will be against the West and the West would 

eventually fall. The idea would be that actually, in fact, that America today represents 
Rome, a continuation of Western civilization as represented by the Roman empire . . . έ 

¶ Morgan Freeman: ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻŎŀƭȅǇǎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ 
particularly to so many ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚέ  
Maajid Nawaz: ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǇƻǿŜǊƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ŏƻƴǘrol 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ƴƻ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ 

temptingτthough wrongτǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅΦ ¢ƻ 
suddenly feel like you do have a voiceτǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 

¶ Maajid Nawaz created the Quilliam Foundation, whose goal is preventing Isis and 
groups like them from recruiting people in the West.  

 
ASK:  
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.] 
 

¶ If you were 15 years old and you experienced extreme violent acts of racism, how do 
you think you would respond? Would your story be the same, or would it be different? 

Why? 
¶ Do any of you know any more about the Islamic prophecies that describe the fall of 

Constantinople and Rome that Mr. Nawaz described to Morgan Freeman?  

¶ With all the violence we see carried out by radical Islamic groups, is it possible to 
distinguish radical terrorists from peaceful Muslims? Why or why not?  

 
OTHER NOTES:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dabiq,_Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quilliam_(think_tank)
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ώ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ask the students to respond to.] 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 
 
SAY: At the University of Illinois at Chicago, Morgan Freeman met with psychology professor 
Stewart Shankman to discuss the possibility that the idea of the apocalypse might be hardwired 
into our brains as a part of our survival instincts. 
 
ASK: What do you think about the shock experiments that Professor Shankman was doing? Did 
you find anything interesting about the results? 

 
LISTEN:  

[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 
share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 

to talk is able.] 
  
MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:  
[Remind students about some important details or quotes, and ask students what they think 
about them.] 

 
¶ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎέ (Stewart 

Shankman). 

¶ The shock experiments included two conditions: 
o shock at any time 
o predictable shock: άshock at oneέ 

http://shankman-lab.psch.uic.edu/people
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¶ άYƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ a qualitatively different 
emotional experience than not knowing. So whatever we can do to try to make 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƴǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŀŎŜέ 
(Stewart Shankman). 

¶ ά¢Ƙƛǎ mental mechanism could explain why so many of us believe in an impending 
apocalypse. But it may also explain the morbid appeal of ŘƻƻƳǎŘŀȅ Ŏǳƭǘǎέ (Morgan 
Freeman). 

 

ASK:  
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.] 

 

¶ Would you volunteer for the shock experiment?  

¶ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ 
the apocalypse? Why or why not?  

 
OTHER NOTES:  

ώ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ask the students to respond to.] 
 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
MAYANS 
 
SAY: Mr. Freeman traveled to the ancient city of Tikal, Guatemala, to meet with Stanley 

Guenter, a world-leading decoder of Mayan inscriptions. Together they explored the Temple of 
the Masks and the Temple of the Giant Jaguar to see if the ancient Mayans were predicting the 
end of the world when they ended their calendar on December 21, 2012.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal_Temple_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal_Temple_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal_Temple_I
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ASK: Was there anything about the Mayan understanding of time that stood out to you?  

 
LISTEN:  

[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 
share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 

to talk is able.] 
  

MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:  
[Remind students about some important details or quotes, and ask students what they think 
about them.] 
 

¶ The stelai were used to commemorate periods in the Mayan calendar. They were 
dedicated to periods of time, such as every 20 years, every 10 years, and especially 
every 400 years, which ended the ōΩŀƪΩǘǳƴ cycles.  

¶ The end of the 13th bΩŀƪΩtun cycle was December 12, 2012, which is why so many 
people thought it was significant.  

¶ άThirteen bΩŀƪΩǘǳƴs ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ any calendar. It was simply the end of one cycle 

within a series of nested cycles, each one larger than the other. . . . [another beginning] 
that would go on for almost eternityέ ό{ǘŀƴƭŜȅ Guenter). 

¶ ά¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ aŀȅŀ ǎŀǿ ǘƛƳŜ Ƴŀkes me realize that the idea of an end 
we have in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam are not universal. For these religions, the 

ultimate hope is that God will intervene in the world of men, pass judgment, and right 
the wrongs we see around us. But there are billions of believers out there [in Hinduism 

ŀƴŘ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎƳϐ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ. For them, time moves in cycles, 
perhaps foreverέ (Morgan Freeman). 

 
ASK:  
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.] 
 

¶ Does anyone remember all the commotion about the end of the Mayan calendar? Be 
honest, did anyone think it might be true?  

¶ Was there anything else in this episode you found interesting about the Mayan view of 
time? 

 
OTHER NOTES:  

ώ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ask the students to respond to.] 

 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stele
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baktun
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
HINDUISM AND BUDDHISM 

 

SAY: In a visit to India, Morgan Freeman met with Gyalwang Karmapa, one of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
revered Buddhist Lamas. Buddhists believe him to be the 17th reincarnation of an ancient 

teacher who lived 900 years ago. As a part of his responsibilities, the Karmapa has to teach 
others how to find enlightenment while still working to find it for himself. 
 
ASK: What was the most interesting thing abƻǳǘ aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ conversation with Gyalwang 
Karmapa?  
 
LISTEN:  
[Even if it takes several students to piece together the answer, encourage your students to 
share their thoughts on this question. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants 
to talk is able.] 

  
MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:  

[Remind students about some important details or quotes, and ask students what they think 
about them.] 

 

¶ άHindus believe an apocalypse comes every few billion years, but every end leads to a 
new beginning, and the world starts againέ όaƻǊƎŀƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴύ.  

¶ ά.ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ imagine a violent end of days. To them, the word apocalypse does not 

ƳŜŀƴ ŀ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ judgment to the worldτƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ enlightenmentέ (Morgan Freeman). 

¶ Morgan Freeman: άTalk to me just a little bit, Your Holiness, about enlightenment. How 
does one even begin to go about trying to attain that?  

Gyalwang Karmapa: άwŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΦέ  

¶ άThe Karmapa tells me meditation is the key to enlightenment. If the apocalypse is the 
revelation of the true will of God, meditation aims to reveal ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŜέ 
(Morgan Freeman). 

http://kagyuoffice.org/
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¶ Morgan Freeman: άLǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ [as apocalypse] in Buddhism? When everything 
stops and the world comes to an end and mankind is judged?έ  
Gyalwang Karmapa: άWe believe that every day ƛǘΩǎ somewhere one universe ending 
[and] one is beginning. But ƛǘΩǎ Φ Φ Φ ƴo judgment ŘŀȅΦέ  
Morgan Freeman: ά{ƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ is that there is no end, only 

change. One thing ends another begins.έ  
Gyalwang Karmapa: ά¸ŜŀƘΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜǎ ƻǊ ŜƴŘƛƴƎǎΦέ  

 
ASK:  
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.] 
 

¶ What do you think about the Buddhist lack of belief in an apocalypse?  

¶ Was there anything that surprised you about Mr. FreemanΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ the 
Karmapa?  

 

OTHER NOTES:  
ώ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

ask the students to respond to.] 
 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
MODERN CHRISTIANITY 
 
SAY: To understand how modern Christians view apocalyptic events, Morgan Freeman traveled 

to Louisiana to meet with Hurricane Katrina survivors Charles and Angela Marsalis. The Marsalis 
family was at their local church, Carrolton Avenue Church of Christ, during the hurricane. When 
the levies broke, more than 100 billion gallons of water covered the city. Charles and Angela 
described a time during the storm when they were stranded with other survivors, waiting to be 


