THE STORY OF APOCALYPSE

BASIC GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

SAYt KA & ¢SS\ The Shiyaf Sadaked a2 bw different faithsiewthe
apocalypse the end of days and howthese ideas impadhe waysin which people live their
lives.

ASK:
1 Think about the stories you just heard/hat stood out to you as surprising or
important?
9 Do you believe in an apocalypse? If so, what do you believe about it? If not, why?

JUDAISM

SAYa2NHIY CNBSYlIyQa FTANRG ad2L) 61 a WWSNHzALFf SYZ
Hazony an expert in the politis and theology of JudaisrandJodi Magnessanarcheologis
who specializegthe archeology o&ncient Palestine.

Dr. Hazonyook MorganFreemanto the Temple Mounj a holy placehat isvenerated by Jews,
Christians, and Muslimin 20 BCKing Herodouilt atemple there where the Jews could
worship their GodDr. HazonyshowedMr. Freemanthe sacred undergroundpacethat isthe
closest any human beingocome to where the holy dfioliesist the most sacredpot in the
world.

ASKToorthodox Jews, whaits the significance of the Temple Mourtnd what beliés are tied
into the rebuilding of the temple?

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiexr answer encourageyour students to
share their thoughts on this questioBe sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]

SAYMorgan Freemanmet Professordodi Magness at a placalledQumranii K I ot el
shores of the Dead Sea&his was where a J&t sect known athe Essenetived They believed
an epic battle was coming that walibringabout the end of the world.

ASKWhatstood outtoyour 6 2 dzi GKS 93aSySaQ dzyRSNAGI YRAY3I =

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiex answer encourageyour students to
share their thoughtson this questio. Be sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]
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http://www.yoramhazony.org/
http://www.yoramhazony.org/
http://jodimagness.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_Mount
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_the_Great
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qumran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essenes

MEMORABLEIOMENTS QUOTES:
[Remind stuwents about some important details or quotesnd ask students what they think
about them]

1 The temple built by King Herod in 20 BC wasgenstories high because he wante¢a
Y 1 S nipst &p8ctacular physical structure in thatire Middle BRstt maybe in the
entire worldé (Yoram Hazony).
1 Romans sacked Jerusalem in 70 AD and demolished the templeof @heelast and
mostfamous pars of the temple still standing today is thé&/estern orWailing\Wall.
f awSga AYy@SYiSR (GKS YSaaAal Kz odzi AdGQa yz2id G
about. Because Wwen Christians think of the messidhey think of someone wha
divinet they thinkof, you know,the end of days. What we haver the messiahis a
man, a king of this earth who is going to bring peace among the nations in this world
AYR KS gAf f (YgraniHaoofy RA OA Yy Sé
1 The moral messiatyoramdescribed haa very specific talo list:
1. Reconstitute the Jewishkingdom orthe Jewishstate
2. Bringpeace with the neighbors
3. Rebuild the temple
1 a¢KS WSga GKAY]l 2F (KS oneeNekiRedihtfe worlBiNGtA 2 F 0
was talen away. The Jews want to brifig] back into the world.. . . The reconstruction
of the templeas the crowningsymbol2 ¥ G KA & SN} 2F 2dza A0S | yR
supposed tdoe assistingtd NA Yy 3 o6 O] @EofdmHadodyS 62 NI Ré
1 If the temple were tabe rebuilt now, some of the holiest sitaslslam would be
destroyed and that might trigger a apocalyptic battle.
The Dead Sea Scraéie 981 texts found in 11 caves in the cliffs surrounding Qumran.
The Essenes settled Qumran around 100 BThescroll that spoke specifically about
the apocalypsés calledthe War Scroll. fiisscroll depics a 40yearlong apocalyptic
g | NX.Thére shall be avar of terrible carnageThe sons of light shall battle the sons
of darknessand it shall end in eternal redemption. .¢€ (Excerpt from theWar Scroll.
1 a[ A1S YI yeé RREREYEIRYbelieveddre &ndl Wasninent and took
precautions to be ready to meet God atany mongent 6 a2 NEHI' Y CNBSYIl yo &
I The Romans wiped out the Essenes and Qumran in 68 AD.

=N

ASK:
[These aresomequestionsyou may choose to ask in ordir spark conversation.]

1 Whatstood out to you about theludaiddeas of the apocalypse? Why?
1 Is there anything/ou heardthat you agree with or disagree with? What is it and why?

OTHER NOTES:
[Use this section ttake notes about any memorable moments or about anythingg 2 dzZQR t A 1 S
ask the students to respond to.]
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Wall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dead_Sea_Scrolls
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_the_Sons_of_Light_Against_the_Sons_of_Darkness

EARLCHRISTIANITY

SAYMorganFreeman traveled to Rome, Italy, to meet wahrly Christianity expettim
HainesEitzento examineearly Christiandeasabout the apocalypseProfessoHanes-Eitzn
took Mr. Freemaninto the Biblioteca Casanatende inspect ancient transcriptsom the book
of Revelationwhere the antichristis described

ASKProfessor Hainegitzentalked aboutthe possible relationship between the number
ascribed to theantichrist inRevelatiorl3:18and the Roman emperdrero. Did this surprise
you at all? What do you think about this idea?

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiex answer encourageyour students to

share their thoughts on this questioBe sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]

MEMORABLEIOMENTS QUOTES:
[Remind students about specific moments in this stapnd ask students what they think about
them.]

1 o/ KN a {hdstyamous §ék of proplay, Revelationpwritten around 100 AD
foretellsan impending battle with themtichrist 6 a2 NHIFY CNBSYIl yo @

T a¢KAa OFffa FT2NIgAaR2YP [SG GKS LISNARAZ2Y 6K2
beast, for itisthentM6 SNJ 2F | YI y & (REeldtionyl8AB6 SNJ A& cc cé

T dowS@St I GA2Yy8 A& | LINPLKSbOHND AZDROIEGRE O
political book andmaking a political claim about the cause of evilé (KimHaines
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https://kimhaineseitzen.wordpress.com/
https://kimhaineseitzen.wordpress.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblioteca_Casanatense
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+13%3A18&version=NIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nero

Eitzen.d ¢ K S NBen K lot®f déb&te about wat this number in particular666t
who itrefers to. There has also been a strong argument made for 666 referring to
b S N(iin HaineEitzen).

1 a2 KSy  @ynhdmericalldlues to the nanm€aisar Neronand you add up those
YdzZYoOSNER X @&2dz O2YSEittefl). cccé OYAY | AYySa

1 Nero was emperor of Rome from &8 AD which wasaround the time the first
Christians began to arrive in Rome. In ancient Greek and Hebrew, every letter had a
corresponding number. If ypadd up the letters for the name of emperor Nero written
in Hebrew, the total comes to 666. But Nero is just one of many names that can add up
to 666.

1 Nero was hated for a lot of things, including persecuting Christians. In 64 AD, there was
a massive fir¢ghat destroyed much of the city of Rome. Nero blamed the Christians and
executed many of them. TraditiopaysNero executed Peter, crucifying him upside
down in what is now known a8t. Pé S NDa. { |j dzZF NB

T aho@Azdzaft e GKS t lieNhsha dntichfist. Eveh ait& Ris duiSidep
they feared that he had the power to come back auntk. Which is why it was safer to
refer to him in a secret code. For the Christians living under theitons that they
were livingjudgmentR I & 02 dzZf Ry Qi (MOrga Breeindh2z & 22 Y ¢

T a¢KS / KNRAadGAlLY ARSI 2F FLROFfe&LBAS G221 K2f
SYLANBE KI R SAaGNR2@SR WSNHza £ SY | @mé&gahJS NA S Od:
Freeman.

A
R

ASK:
[These aressomequestionsyou may choose to ask in ordir spark conversation.]

1 Whatdo you think of the idea that Nero might have been the antichrist to the early
Christians in Rome? Do you agr&eRy or why not?

OTHER NOTES:
[Use this section téake notes about any memorable moments or about anythidg2 dzZQR € A 1 S
ask the students to respond to.]
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Peter%27s_Square

ISLAM

SAY Mr. Freemantraveledto New York to meet witlaajid Nawaza formerhigh-level

recruiter forthe Hizb utTahri; an apocalyptic Islamigfroup that was one of the precursors to
Al Qaeda. When he was 1&nd living in the UKMr. Nawazexperiencedviolent andtraumatic
racist acts against him and his family. This created an opportunity for an Islamist recruiter to
radicalize him foHizb utTahrir which he ended ujpeing a part ofor 13 yearsAfter heserved
four years inan Egyptiamprison, Mr. Nawazrealized that he needed to make a significant
change in how he undersod his faith.

ASKWhatstands out to you the most about &4jidNawazXlstory? Does his distinction
between Islamism which creates exeme radicalgroups like Al Qadar andthe religionlslam
make sense to you? Why or why not?

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiexr answer encourageyour students to
share their thoughts on this questioBe sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]

MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:
[Remind students about specific moments in this story, and ask students what they think about
them.]

| dslamis anArabic word that mean&urrender,a dzo YA & & A 2 yQ (MeetidD RQ& & A |
adzaf AyYa FLFLOS (2 FI0SzZ LQ@WS fSFNYSR GKIF{G La
g GOKAY3 GKS ySga (2RIesx &2 ddhRpesedtage afNHA OSy
Muslims are waging war against theaat.Isisand other religious extremist groups
0SSt ASOGS (KS I LR Ol f(MddarSFregmap | £ NBF Ré 06 S3dzy/é
o GKAY1] AjustodistihgliciBendgdn yslamism and Islaareligion. What |
mean by Islamism &desire to impose any version of Islam over stciThat ideology
was sold to me as if it was the religion of Islam, and@wahat | adopted. | grew up
facingavery, very severe form oWiolent racisndomestically withinin the Ukb L QY
talkinghammer attacks, machete attacks bgo-Naziskinheadsthugs. On many
occasions | had to watch as my friends were stabbed before my eyes agarléid. |
began seeing myself asmarate from the rest of society. An Islamist recruiter found me
in that state as a young, angry teenagand it was very easyf) G K G (M&BjRINDzA (G S N.
Nawaz.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maajid_Nawaz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hizb_ut-Tahrir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Qaeda

T aL | Y &dibdtE Onbwadikdzal {Ndwywhen | was in prison and | was living
GAOK (GKS ¢gK2Qa ¢gK2 2F GKS 2AKLI Rt we i SNNRNX
had the leader of the Mislim brotherhoods, and | saand | thought,My God, if these
guys ever came to power and declared a caliphateould be hell on earthOf course
when Isiseventuallydid declarethe caliphate, that utopian dream that we all used to
share, has become thatystopic nightmare thatweéi S S yVRajid Nawak.
T ¢ KSNB | NB cies tfia2nipst MMFslimshlRredd ©mmon with each other.
The difference ifthat] what Isis has done iQtdanipulated those prophesies to serve
its own political andideological end. Soii KSNB Qa | y S Edf-timedb8tle2 ¥ G KA
that Isis believes is going to take place in a small village dallediin Syria. This village
has absolutely ngtrategic valuanmilitarily whatsoever. It has hardly anyeconomic
strategicvalue either, but Isis has nevertheless committed resources to comyutrs
smallvillagecalledDabiqg. They believe that the international community and the
coalition must somehow be driven to come and meetrthen Dabg and engage in a
FAYIl £ (MaadjidiNawag ¢
1 There® an alleged prophecgf Muhammadthat predicied that the city of
Constantinoplewould fall to Muslim military forces and then Rome would fall next.
T {2 LaAaAa KIa A yscripthdihSheci e anstantnoplelhaS GliBadye T
fallen to Muslimsthat the next big battle will be against th&est and theWestwould
eventually fall. The idea would be that actuaityfact,that America today represents
Rome, a continuation diVesterncivilization as represented lifie Roman empire . .€
 MorganFreeman:d 2 K& R2 &2dz GKAYy] GKS ARSI 2F GKS |
particularly tosomany@ 2 dzy 3 LJS2 L)X SKé
MaajidNawazd 2 KSy @2dz ¥FSSf LRGSNI Saaz gKSof e2dz 7
@2dzNJ 26y RSA0OAYyeEeI ¢gKSYy @2dz FSSt GKIFG @&2dz K
temptingt though wrong 12 FSSt fA1S @2dz2OQNB 0SO2YAy3a |y
suddenly feel like you do have avoicé K| i @2dz I NB aAKI LIAYy3I KA&aul?
1 Maajid Nawazcreated the Quilliam Foundationwhosegoalis preventing Isis and
groups like them from recruiting people in thgest.

ASK:
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spavkrsation.]

1 If you were 15yearsold andyou experien@d extreme violent acts of racism, how do
you think you would respond? Would your story be the saonavould it be different?
Why?

1 Do anyof you know anymore about the Islamic proploges that describe the fall of
Constantinople and Rontbat Mr. Nawazlescribed to MorgarFreemar?

1 With all the violence we see carried out by radical Islamic groups, is it possible to
distinguishradical terrorists from peaceful Muslims? Why or why not?

OTHER NTES:

YOUTHSPECIALTIES.COM



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dabiq,_Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quilliam_(think_tank)

w!asS 0KA&a aSoOuAazy G2 GF1S y20Sa Fo2dzi Fye YSY
ask the students to respond to.]

PSYCHOLOGY

SAYAt the University ofllinois atChicago, Morgafreemanmet with psychologyprofessor
Stewart Shankmato discuss the possibility that the idea of the apocalypse might be hardwired
into our brains as agt of our survival instincts.

ASKWhat do you think about the shock experiments tliabfessor Shankman was doing? Did
you find anything interesting about the results?

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiex answer encourageyour students to
share their thoughts on this questioBe sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]

MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:
[Remind stulents about some important details or quotesind ask students what they think
about them]

f a2SQNB 221Ay3a G LIS2LX SQa RATFSNEY I NBaLR
Shankman).
1 The shock experiments included twmnditions
0 shock at anytime
o predictableshock éshock atoneg
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http://shankman-lab.psch.uic.edu/people

f aYy26Ay3ad gKSYy GKS ol R (akualadveljdifferehe A y3a G2 O2
emotional experience than not knowing. So whatever we can doy/tto make
A2YSUOKAMALNRBRRAOQE 60fS LINBRAOUOIO6E S GKI GQa 3
(Stewart Shankmagn

1 & ¢ Knerdal mechanisneould explain why s many of us believe in dmpending
apocalypseBut it may alsoexplain the morbid appealf R2 2 Y& R @Mor@adz G & ¢

Freeman.

ASK:
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.]

1 Would you volunteer for the shock expeent?
§ 52 @82dz GKAY]l AlQa LRaaAroftsS FT2NJ 2dzNJ 6N Aya
the apocalypse? Why or why not?

OTHER NOTES:
w!'asS GKAa aSoOuazy G2 GF1S y20Sa Fo2dzi Fye YSY
ask the students t@espond to.]

MAYANS

SAYMr. Freemantraveled tothe ancient city oflikal, Guatemaldao meet with Stanley
Guenter a worldleadingdecoder of Mayan inscriptiong.ogether they explorethe Temple of
the Masksand the Temple of the Giant Jagutr see if the ancienMayars were predicting the
end of the world when they ended thetalendar on December 21, 2012.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal_Temple_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal_Temple_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tikal_Temple_I

ASKWas there anything about the Mayan understanding of time that stood out to you?

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiex answer encourageyour students to
share their thoughts on this questioBe sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]

MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:
[Remind stuents about some important details or quotesnd ask students kat they think
about them]

1 Thestelaiwere used tocommemoraé periods in the Mayan calendar. They were
dedicated to periods of time, such as every 20 years, every 10 years, and especially
every 400 years, which ended theQ | | c9ofeszy
f The end of the 18 bQ Itun ©ycle was December 12, 2012, which is why so many
peoplethought it was significant.
§ dThirteenbQ I | Kwildayy QU  (akySaleSdsgr Rt wastmply theend of one cycle
within a series ohestedcycles each one larger than the other. .[another beginning]
that would go on for almost eternify 0 { Gleyité).S & :
T G¢KAY1Ay3a | 02dzi (KS kesme@realizk ®at the idedf ardehds G A Y S
we have in Chstianity, Judaismand Islam are not universal. For these religions, the
ultimate hope & that God will intervene in the world of men, pgadgment andright
the wrongs we see around us. But there are billions of betgweat there[in Hinduism
YR . dZRRKA&aYB gK2 R2YQIilFoatkes, timknbves id dNEleR, ( KI
perhapsforeverE (Morgan Freeman

ASK:
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.]

1 Does ayone remember all the commotion about the end of the Mayan calendar? Be
honest, did anyone think it might be true?

1 Was thereanything elsen this episode you foundteresting about the Mayan view of
time?

OTHER NOTES:

w! a8 U0KA&a aSoOuazy G2 GI11S y24Sa Fo2dzi Fye YSY
ask the students to respond to.]
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stele
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baktun

HINDUISM AND BUDDHIS

SAYin avisit to India, MorgarFreemanmet with Gyalwang &rmapa one of theg 2 NI RQa Y2 &
revered Buddhist amas Buddhistsbelievehim to be the 17" reincarnation of an ancient

teacher who lived 900 years ago. Apaat of hisresponsibilities, the &mapa has to teach

others how to find enlightenment while stilforking to find it for himself.

ASKWhatwas the most interesting thing &bdz(i a 2 ded/érsAtid@ withGyalwang
Karmapa?

LISTEN:

[Even if it takes several students to piece togettiex answer encourageyour students to
share their thoughts on this questioBe sure to leave enough time that everyone who wants
to talk is able]

MEMORABLE MOMENTS + QUOTES:
[Remind students about some important details or quotesnd ask students what they think
about them]

1 oHindus believe an apocalypse comes every few billion yeargvany end leads to a
new beginningandthe world startsagait ¢ a2 NAlF Y CNBSYIl y 0
f & . dzR RK A @magineaRiglghieid of days. To thenthe word apocalypsedoes not
YSI Yy | NBGDS fuldgindngoythe @it R 2iRG A | LISNE2Y | f NBOSE
0KS YA YR enlighterent @lordgah FseBma)n
1 MorganFreeman:dTalk to me just a little bjtYour éliness, about enlightenmentdow
does oneeven begin to go aboutying to attainthat?
Gyalwangarmapa d wS O2 3y AT S &2 dzNR StdEYX 6KSNB &2dz 02 Y
1 dThe Karmapa tells meeditation is the key to enjjhtenment. Itthe apocalypse is the
revelation ofthe true will of God, meditatioraims to reveali KS GG NHzS gAft 2F
(Morgan Freeman
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http://kagyuoffice.org/

 MorganFreeman:ad L & ( K S NF [asiagpOdafypsn Buddhisyi@hen everything
stops and the world comes to and and mankind is judgeé?
Gyalwang<armapa 6We believe that gery dayA (s@mwevhere oneuniverse ending
[and] one is beginningButA { Q %0 judymantR® &b ¢
MorganFreeman:{ 2 | Ol dzr £ f @ G KI {isthaRtoee ko ead; anlk y 3= L
change. Ondhing ends another begins
GyalwanKarmapad , SF KX Yl &806S AGQa GKSNB FINB y20 I ¢

ASK:
[These are some questions you may choose to ask in order to spark conversation.]

1 What do you think about th&uddhst lack of beliein an apocalyps2
f Was there anything that surprised you about.Nfreema®@ & O2y @S Niel GA 2y GA |
Karmap®&

OTHER NOTES:
w!asS GKA&a aSoOuazy G2 GF1S y20Sa Fo2dzi Fye YSY
ask the students to respond to.]

MODERN CHRISTIANITY

SAYTo understand how modern Christians view apocalyptic events, Morgan Fretesnated

to Louisiando meet with Hurricane KatrinasurvivorsCharles and Angela Marsalis. The Marsalis
family wasat their local churchCarrolton Avenue Church of Chridtrring the hurricane When

the levies broke, more than 100 billion gallons of water covered the Chgrles and Angela
described a time during the storm when they were stranded with other sursjweaiting to be
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