watch?v=dtxOKWRIJpk 
[00:00:03.24] -Monkeys do it. Humans do it. Artists do it. We all do it. Copying what we see is a part of life and learning, and let's face it, original ideas are hard to come by. In popular culture, we call it imitation, simulation, mimicry, parody, satire, or homage. In academia, it's plain and simple, plagiarism. A citation is an important signal that tells your readers that a passage or an idea in your work is not your own but came from another source, and that's OK. Academic writing is a conversation with many voices from all over the world in a discussion about a certain topic. To organize their discussion and build on each other's work, scholars across the globe use a system of citations. 
[00:00:57.00] Sir Isaac Newton proposed his famous three laws of motion in 1687, unifying the fields of physics and astronomy and paving the way for future developments into space travel. Even he, as one of the greatest scientists of all time, acknowledged, "If I have seen farther, it is by standing upon the shoulders of giants." Does he even deserve the credit for this famous saying? Ironically, no. By this time, his idea been around for a while. It was first recorded in the 12th century and scholars think it existed before then. It's just the first time we have it in writing. But he was on to something. 
[00:01:34.24] Crediting others for their ideas is important. By citing your essays properly, your teachers will be able to see the hard work you put in and the quality of the sources you used. Have you ever cited Wikipedia? You probably have. It's the most cited website there is. However, citing Wikipedia isn't recommended as the information can't necessarily be trusted. Anyone can rewrite it. To help overcome this, you can look at the references section and go to the original sources. 
[00:02:06.23] Using credible sources is very important to build a strong foundation for your argument. Links are fundamental to the way that internet works. Without them, information could not be structured and would not be searchable and accessible. Without them, Google wouldn't exist. Can you imagine a world without Google? In essence, a citation or reference is just like Google. It's the link between what you write and the evidence your work is based on. Leaving a trail by citing your sources and creating a bibliography is a way academics communicate. 
[00:02:46.73] Plagiarism is defined as taking the words or ideas of someone else and passing them off as your own, even if it's unintentional. This can include copying someone word for word, or paraphrasing or summarizing their idea. It is important to understand that borrowing someone's idea but changing the words they use is a form of plagiarism. The good news is if you cite your sources, the problem of plagiarism will disappear. Just remember the giants who came before you, paving the way for your research, and make sure you give them proper credit. Don't be afraid to stand on their shoulders, you'll expand your horizon and see beyond the stars. 

