
 
LABORATORY SAFETY CONTRACT 

 

General Guidelines 

1. Do not place anything in your mouth or eyes while in the lab. This includes pencils, pens, food, drink, and 
fingers. 
A. Eating and drinking are prohibited in the lab at all times. 
B. This includes gum, cough drops, and candy. 
C. Do not apply cosmetics or handle contact lenses in the lab. This includes chapstick or lip gloss. 

2. Never place book bags, purses, and/or carrying cases on bench tops. These should be placed in the 
assigned cubbies at all times. 

3. Immediately wash hands if contaminated with chemicals or microorganisms. Wash hands before leaving 
the laboratory. 

4. Clean your work area with general purpose cleaner at the end of each lab. 
5. Know the location and operating procedures of safety equipment such as fire extinguishers, eyewash 

stations, first aid kit, broken glass containers, and sharps containers. 
 

Clothing 
 

1. Goggles must be worn while performing dissections, using chemicals, and when heat or glass is 
used. No exceptions! 

2. Closed-toe shoes (no sandals) are to be worn in the lab. No exceptions! 
3. Dangling jewelry and loose or baggy clothing are prohibited. 
4. Lab coats must be worn while performing dissections, using chemicals, and when heat or glass are 

used. No exceptions! 
5. Long hair must be tied back.  
 

 

Chemicals 
 

1. All chemicals in a lab are to be considered dangerous. Do not smell, touch, or taste any chemicals. 
2. Never return unused chemicals to their original containers. 
3. Do NOT dispose of any chemicals down the drain unless instructed to do so. 
4. Keep flammable liquids away from flames. 

 
Accidents 

 
1. Immediately report any accident to the instructor, no matter how small. (spills, cuts, burns, etc.) 
2. Broken glassware should never be handled with bare hands. Use a dustpan and brush to collect broken 

glassware and dispose of in broken glassware box. 
3. If chemicals should splash in your eyes, immediately flush with running water from the eyewash station 

and notify the instructor. 
4. Never use chipped or broken glassware. 
5. When removing an electrical plug from a socket, grasp the plug and pull. Do NOT grab the cord and yank 

it out of the socket. 
 



 

Fire & Heat 
1. Exercise extreme caution when using a gas burner. Make sure long hair is tied back and never leave a 

flame unattended. 
2. Do not put any substance or object into the flame unless instructed to do so. Never reach over an   

open, exposed flame, and never look into a container that is being heated. 
3. Never leave a lit burned unattended! 

 

 
 
Agreement 
 

1. Student will abide by all safety regulations and guidelines within this contract. 
2. Any violation of this contract that produces unsafe conduct may result in the loss of points, loss of lab 

privileges, and/or dismissal from the class. 
3. By signing this contract, the student agrees with the contract and accepts responsibility for the 

information presented within. 
4. No student will be allowed to perform labs without first signing the Lab Safety Acknowledgement form 

provided by your instructor.   
 
I have read the Laboratory Safety Statement of the Microbiology Department and understand its content. I 
agree to abide by all laboratory rules set forth by the instructor. I understand that my safety is entirely my own 
responsibility and that I may be putting myself and others in danger if I do not abide by all the rules set forth by 
the instructor. 
 

 


