
 

GOVT 2305 Student Resource—Practice Quiz—US Government Basics 

Questions: 

1. Who is in charge of the government of the United States? 
2. What is the difference between government and politics? 
3. How would you describe the form of government utilized 

in the US? 
4. Why did British colonists revolt against the king? 
5. What is one of the central purposes of government ac-

cording to Thomas Jefferson? 
6. What is the difference between elitism & pluralism or elite 

& pluralist theory? 
7. What are five elements of US shared political culture? 
8. What are the two basic components of democracy? 
9. How are unalienable rights defined? 
10. What are the six basic goals or functions of government 

listed in the Preamble to the US Constitution? 
11. What is the difference between anarchy and tyranny? 

12. How do public, private and toll goods differ? 

13. What is populism? 

Terms to Remember: 

Forms of Government 

anarchy 

democracy 

 direct 

 indirect/representative 

dictatorship 

monarchy 

oligarchy 

republic 

totalitarian 

tyranny 

Theories of Government 

elitism 

elite theory 

pluralism 

pluralist theory 

Democratic Ideals 

majority rule 

minority rights 

representative government 

unalienable rights 

consent of the governed 

Other General Terms 

civic engagement 

government 

politics 

Preamble 

Declaration of Independence 

private goods 

public goods 

toll goods 

Elements of US Political Culture 

agents of socialization 

beliefs & values 

capitalism/laissez-faire 

egalitarianism 

individualism 

populism 

liberty/freedom 

ideal v. real culture 

Answers: 

1. the people/citizens of the US 
2. government is a means of organizing society while      

politics is the process of gaining and exercising control 
3. a representative republic with a written constitution 
4. they sought the right of self governance 
5. to secure people’s rights 
6. does a small group of powerful, wealthy, or well         

connected individuals rule; or, do groups compete for 
power 

7. egalitarianism, individualism, populism, capitalism, and 
liberty/freedom 

8. all citizens have an equal part in governing & a simple 
majority rules 

9. life, liberty, and property—rights you possess because 
you are a human being not because a government gives 
them to you 

10. union, justice, common defense, domestic tranquility, 
general welfare, liberty 

11. anarchy is the absence of order/government and        
tyranny is near total control by government 

12. private goods are provided by businesses seeking a 
profit; public goods are provided by governments for the 
general good; toll goods are available to those who can 
afford them 

13. populism is the belief that the people control the       
government rather than the government being in      
control 


