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 The Declaration of Independence from the 
Rare Book and Special Collections Division 
at the Library of Congress. 
 

 July 4, 1776 
 

 General Congress Assembled 
 

 Representatives of the United States of 
America 
 
 
 

(credit: Library of Congress at http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=rbc3&fileName=rbc0001_2004pe76546page.db) 



Consider the Original 
Thomas Jefferson drafted the Declaration of Independence officially proclaiming 

separation from Britain. Jefferson laid out justification for revolt.  
 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 

consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of 
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of 

the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 

organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 

 
What is your opinion on the excerpt from the Declaration of Independence?  

Provide a 1-2 sentence opinion on the statement above. 
Declaration of Independence complete transcript available with the National Archives at usa.gov 



 The Continental Congress adopted 
the Articles of Confederation, the first 
constitution of the United States, on 
November 15, 1777.  

 The Articles created a loose confederation 
of sovereign states and a weak central 
government, leaving most of the power 
with the state governments.  

 The present United States Constitution 
replaced the Articles of Confederation on 
March 4, 1789. 
 
 
 

(credit: modification of work— 
National Archives and Records Administration; 
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/articles.html) 

Articles of Confederation 

https://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=001/llsl001.db&recNum=127


The Articles of Confederation 



OpenStax; American Government; Attribution CC:BY 



OpenStax; American Government; 
Attribution CC:BY 



The United 
States 

Constitution 
 

Charters of Freedom, National Archives, 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charter/constitution_trans

cript.html  and http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/ampage?collId=mgw4&fileName=gwpage097.db&recNum

=232 

 Preamble 
 Article I… The Legislative Branch 
 Article II… The Executive Branch 
 Article III… The Judicial Branch 
 Article IV… The States 
 Article V… Amendment 
 Article VI… Debts, Supremacy, Oaths 
 Article VII… Ratification 
 Amendments 1-27 



Federalists v. Anti-Federalists 



“We the people are the rightful masters of both 
Congress and the courts, not to overthrow the 

Constitution but to overthrow the men who pervert 
the Constitution.” 

 
Do you agree with Lincoln’s assessment of who is in 

charge of the government? Why or why not? 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
 
 
 

from Lincoln’s Notes for Speech in Kansas and Ohio, September 16-17, 1859, Library of Congress at 
http://loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/abraham-lincoln-papers/history3.html 






