GOVT 2305 United States Government--Student Resource

The Press & Media... the basics

Terms to remember... Questions to Consider...

= media & civic engagement—access for peopleto |, Does tech nology influence pO|it‘iCS?

ffect th li . . .
airect the policy process o Does technology influence policy making?

= Print Media—Newspapers, magazines, etc. « Is the media still the “watch dog” for all

(physical or on-line).

) , o the people?
= Mass Media—Radio 1920s-30s; Television 1950s; . . .. . .
Internet; & print media « Does real investigative journalism exist to-
' day?

= FCC—Federal Communications Commission— What i h he i had h
Regulate airwaves, prevent monopolies, “serve ° at Impact has the internet had on the

public interest,” equal time rule, right of reply rule policy agenda?

Class Notes...

= Agenda Setting—media chooses issues or topics
they feel deserve public discussion

= Bias—ideology/personal opinion impact reporting

U

Spin—framing the language of the news to put a
positive outlook or personal outlook in the most
positive light

= Yellow Journalism—sensationalized coverage of
scandals & human interest news

= Muckraking—aggressive investigative journalism

Priming—media predisposes a viewer or reader
to a particular perspective on the issue

Soft News—news presentation that is more
approachable or entertaining

U

Beat—

Blog—online diary or opinion forum

Policy Entrepreneurs—invest in an issue

U

Citizen Journalist—citizen posts news

Trial Balloons—intentional leaks; assess reaction

U

U

Sound Bite—short news clips

= Slander—spoken false information; intent to
harm

= Libel—written false information; intent to harm
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Prior Restraint & Censorship Cases...

e Nearv. Minnesota (1931)—SCOTUS strikes down advance government censorship by state law; 14th and 1st
Amendments; Minnesota law subjected newspapers to official approval before publication. Jay Near brought the
suit against the state; punishment after the fact only.

e New York Times v. Sullivan (1964)—Sullivan Rule; assessment of malice to determine libel of public officials.
e  Miller v. California (1973)—FCC regulates obscenity; limits on indecent material in the media; Miller Test

e New York Times Co. v. United States (1971)—the Pentagon Papers Case; Nixon Administration attempts to
prevent NYT and Washington Post from printing Department of Defense materials on Vietnam; question of liberty
v. security; papers could print if it did not “immediately” “imperil” our safety.

Class Notes... = Prior Restraint—government attempts to
prevent publication of potentially damaging
information ahead of publication

= Sunshine Laws—government proceedings
and documents are publically available

= Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)—citizens
may make requests for documents from
agencies; fee may be charged for copying

Questions to Consider...

How important are FOIA requests from the public
and the press?

Should the media be required to present multiple
viewpoints on policies, issues, & candidates?

James Madison to W. T. Barry, August 4, 1822

“A popular government without popular

information, or the means of acquiring it,

is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy;

or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever

govern ignorance; and a people who

mean to be their own governors must

arm themselves with the power which
= fairness doctrine—present information in a balanced

manner; no longer in force knowledge gives.”

= equal time rule—FCC monitors €q ual time for polit‘ical Library of Congress; Manuscripts/Mixed Material; James Madison to W.
candidates T. Barry, August 4, 1822 at https.//www.loc.gov/item/mjm018999/



