
 
 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 
Adult Seminar Winter/Spring 2015 

 

Class 2: Confusion: How did we get here and how can we the Holy Spirit? 
 

How can we have certainty about the Holy Spirit? 
 
I. Confusion: How did we get here? 

 
A. Consider your own background. What did you learn about the Holy Spirit, whether 

implicitly or explicitly?  
 
 

 
 

B. Church History 
 
1. Early Church Fathers (leaders of the church in the first few centuries of Christianity) 

 
 
 

2. East – West Split (1054 A.D.) 
 
 
 

3. Reformation and later Reformed thinkers (1500’s and after) 
 
 

 
4. The Great Awakening (beginning in the ~1730’s) 

 
 
 

5. Charismatic Movements (1906) 
 

 
 

 Why does church history matter? 
 
 
 
II. How do we know God? 
 

A. General Revelation  
 

Psalm 19:1-4 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 2 
Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are 



 
there words, whose voice is not heard. 4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words 
to the end of the world. 

 
Romans 1:20-21 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are 
without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  

 
Definition: General revelation means that God has revealed his attributes to mankind 
through all of creation.  

 
What are the implications of this?  
 
 
Why is General Revelation not enough to understand God’s will and the way of salvation? 

 
 

B. Special Revelation  
 

Scripture proofs: 
OT: Ex 20:1; Ex 24:12; Deut 5:1-22; Ps. 119, etc., etc. 
NT: Heb 1:1-3; 1 Thess 2:13; 2 Pet 1:19-21; 2 Pet 3:15-16; Heb 2:1-4; Rev 22:18-19, etc. 

 
Definition: God’s revealing of his character and will, and especially the way of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Throughout history God has done this in various ways: theophanies (God 
appearances), direct communication (prophecies, etc.), and miracles. Special revelation is given 
permanent form in Holy Scripture. Therefore, the terms are basically synonymous. The Bible is 
God’s special revelation to us, the very word of God. 

 
What is the goal of special revelation? _________________________________ 

 
 
When it comes to knowing God, what comes first: our experience or God’s Word? 
  
 
2 Peter 1:16-21 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he received honor and 
glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with 
him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do 
well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in 
your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 
interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they 
were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 
What experience are they talking about?  
 
What is more sure than THAT experience?  
 


