
 
 

Who is the Holy Spirit? 
Adult Seminar Winter/Spring 2015 

 
Class 4: The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament: Part 2 

 
 
I. Where is the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament? 
 
Last week… 

A. Creation: the HS fills the emptiness, bring order out of chaos 
B. Exodus: applies God’s salvation out of Egypt, dividing the Red Sea, leading them by the 

pillars of cloud and fire, and leading them into rest in the Promised Land. 
 
This week… 

C. Reveals: the Face of God 
 

1) The Holy Spirit reveals the presence of God 
 

Psalm 139:7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

 
Psalm 51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit 
from me. 

 
2) The Holy Spirit reveals the Face of God 
 

Psalm 104:29-30 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take 
away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
30 When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the 
ground. 

  
Without God’s face there is ______________________ 

 
With God’s Spirit there is ______________________ 

 
Ezekiel 39:29 And I will not hide my face anymore from them, when I pour out my 
Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares the Lord God. 

 
3) Summary: The Holy Spirit reveals that God’s attributes are PERSONAL.  

 
 

 
D. Reveals: the Word of God 

 
1 Chronicles 12:18 Then the Spirit clothed Amasai, chief of the thirty, and he said, 

“We are yours, O David, 
and with you, O son of Jesse! 
Peace, peace to you, 



 
 
and peace to your helpers! 
For your God helps you.” 

Then David received them and made them officers of his troops. 
 

Nehemiah 9:30 Many years you bore with them and warned them by your Spirit 
through your prophets. Yet they would not give ear. Therefore you gave them into 
the hand of the peoples of the lands. 

 
2 Samuel 23:2 “The Spirit of the Lord speaks by me; his word is on my tongue. 

  
2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

 
Summary: The Holy Spirit inspired men to give God’s Word to the world, so that his people 
might know Him and his will for their obedience  

 
 

E. Equips: wisdom 
 
1) General instruction and wisdom 

 
Nehemiah 9:20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did not withhold 
your manna from their mouth and gave them water for their thirst. 

 
Psalm 143:10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let your good Spirit 
lead me on level ground! 

 
2) Special gifts of wisdom 

 
Joseph: Genesis 41:38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like 
this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 

 
 

F. Equips: gifts to beautify the Temple 
 
Bezalel and Oholiab constructing the Tabernacle: Exodus 31:1-11, 35:30-35 
 

How does this foreshadow the Holy Spirit’s work in the New Testament? 
 
 

G. Summary:  
 
 
 

“It’s as if the Holy Spirit’s constant sermon throughout the Old Testament is: ‘I want to bring you to 
Jesus where you will find rest for your souls.’” – Sinclair Ferguson 

 
 



 
 

II. What questions arise in light of the Holy Spirit’s work in the OT? 
 

 
A. The Continuity question 

 
How were people saved in the Old Testament?  

 
  What NT texts prove this?  
 
 
 

B. The Progression question 
 

Example: Moses and the Seventy Elders, Numbers 11:16-29 
 
 

Not only is the Holy Spirit revealed progressively, his work is progressive. In other words 
there is a heightening. It’s if you get to the end of the OT and can say, ‘the best is yet to 
come.’ 

 
The Aswan Dam illustration, by John Piper: 
 

“During the long period of construction the Nile River wasn't completely stopped. Even as 
the reservoir was filling, part of the river was allowed to flow past. The country folk 
downstream depended on it. They drank it, they washed in it, it watered their crops and 
turned their mill-wheels. They sailed on it in the moonlight and wrote songs about it. It was 
their life. But on the day when the reservoir poured through the turbines a power was 
unleashed that spread far beyond the few folk down river and brought possibilities they had 
only dreamed of. 

 
 
 

 
 

C. The Expectation question 
 

What should we expect the Holy Spirit to do the in NT age? 
 
 

Isaiah 11:2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the 
LORD. 

 
 
 
 
Resources:  
- Ligonier.org lectures: Who is the Holy Spirit by Sinclair Ferguson 
- Delighting in the Trinity, Michael Reeves 


