
Council	on	Student	Affairs	(CSA)	
	2017	Summer	Forum,	Charleston,	SC	

June	25‐27,	2017	
Agenda	with	Session	Abstracts	&	Speakers	

	
	

Sunday, June 25   

12:00-2:30 p.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting (Closed)  
*Lunch Provided 

1KeptCharleston 
(Hotel Lobby Restaurant) 

2:00-2:30 p.m. First Time Attendee Orientation Charleston Ballroom 

2:30-3:15 p.m. Welcome & Introductions Charleston Ballroom 

3:15-5:00 p.m. 
Session 1: We Shall Not Be Moved: The History of 
Student Activism in South Carolina's Civil Rights 
Movement 

Charleston Ballroom 

Building upon the Columbia SC 63 Initiative and primary sources drawn from the newly launched Center for Civil 
Rights History and Research at the University of South Carolina, this presentation examines the largely untold struggle 
for civil rights and social justice in the Palmetto State, with a particular focus on Charleston’s Mother Emanuel AME 
Church as a critically important arena for mass meetings and organizing.  The presentation looks closely at the vital 
role high school and college students in Charleston and across South Carolina played in transforming the nation in the 
1960s. 
 
Speaker: 

◊ Bobby Donaldson, Associate Professor, Department of History, & Director, Center for Civil Rights 
History and Research, University of South Carolina 

5:30-6:15 p.m. 
Carriage Tour of Historic Charleston
*Tour will end at reception location. 

Hotel Lobby Main Entrance 

6:15-8:00 p.m. 
Welcome Reception
Remarks by: Almeda Jacks & Dennis Pruitt 

Market Street Pavilion Rooftop 

Monday, June 26   

7:00-8:00 a.m. Breakfast Society Hall 

8:00-9:45 a.m. 
Session 2: Re-visioning Fraternity Life on 
Campus—Short & Long Term Strategies 

Charleston Ballroom 

The status of Fraternal Life is in fluctuation across our campuses.  The recently held NASPA meeting on Greek Life, 
while well-intentioned and helpful to opening lines of communication, illustrated the complexities of issues involved in 
these relationships and the discontinuity across student affairs regarding Greek Life.  This workshop is designed to 
allow APLU members to organize, prioritize, and collectively structure a pathway forward.  The session facilitators 
have identified a set of outcomes desired for this session to allow for a concretization of Public University’s short and 
long term strategies to engage with each other and Greek national organizations.    

Facilitator: 
◊ Brandi Hephner LaBanc, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, University of Mississippi 
◊ Bobby Woodard, Associate Provost and Vice President for Student Affairs, Auburn University 

 

9:45-10:00 a.m. Coffee Break Hallway 



10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Session 3: Policy Updates from State & Federal 
Perspectives 

Charleston Ballroom 

Much has occurred in the political landscape since our Council’s meeting at APLU’s Annual Meeting last November.  
This session will feature a comprehensive update on higher education policy issues from the past few months.  We are 
pleased to have two policy experts who will share their perspectives on these issues and inform us about the top policy 
issues on the horizon for our institutions.  Craig will offer a federally focused perspective and Tom will provide more 
state-focused perspectives.  Ample time for Questions & Answers will be provided, so have your questions ready! 

 
Speakers: 

◊ Thomas Harnisch, Director of State Relations and Policy Analysis, AASCU 
◊ Craig Lindwarm, Director of Federal Relations, APLU 

12:00-1:15 p.m. Lunch  Society Hall 

1:30-2:45 p.m. Session 4: Fire Cracker Talks Charleston Ballroom 

This session will feature six short talks highlighting a success story from across our CSA membership.  Each presenter 
will deliver a five minute, high-energy description of an innovative program or collaboration occurring on their 
campus which will be followed by five minutes for audience questions.  Short, inspiring, and guaranteed to have you 
Ooo’ing and Awe’ing – that’s the beauty of fire cracker talks! 

Speakers: 
◊ Javaune Adams-Gaston,	Senior Vice President of Student Life, The Ohio State University 
◊ Danita Brown Young, Vice Provost for Student Affairs, University of Minnesota 
◊ Michael Harpe, Interim Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Maryland Eastern Shore 
◊ Felicia McGinty, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 
◊ Bobby Woodard, Associate Provost and Vice President for Student Affairs, Auburn University 

2:45-3:00 p.m. Coffee & Snack Break Hallway 

3:00-3:45 p.m. 
Session 5: Environmental Contexts Dashboard –
An APLU & College Board Partnership 

Charleston Ballroom 

Enrollment practitioners have continually expressed an interest in more information about applicants who may have 
experienced environmental obstacles during their educational journeys.  These factors are increasingly important as 
Public Universities seek to evolve enrollment practices to be more inclusive and to achieve their access missions.  
Challenges exist, however, to the extent that admissions practitioners need a more systematic and data-centric 
approach to assessing context.  The College Board recently has worked to develop an Environmental Contexts 
Dashboard to meet these challenges.  This session will highlight the results of a Pilot Study launched last year that 
included APLU member institutions utilizing a retrospective assessment of their enrollment processes.  Moreover, the 
session will provide information to leaders interested in piloting the dashboard at their own institutions in the newly 
launch APLU & College Board Collaboration. 
 
Speakers: 

◊ Kevin Morris, Senior Director, Higher Education Strategy, College Board 
◊ Phil Ballinger, Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment and Undergraduate Admissions, University of 

Washington 

4:00-5:30 p.m. Excursion (Optional) Meet in Hotel Lobby 

6:00 p.m. 
Dinner (On your own)
*Optional Dinner Groups will be available. 

 



Tuesday, June 27  

8:00-9:30 a.m. Breakfast & Reflections Society Hall 

8:00-8:30 a.m. 
Nominating Committee Meets
*Nominating Committee Members Only 

Sweetgrass Boardroom 

9:30-11:45 a.m. 
Session 6: Strategically Communicating the Value of 
Student Affairs 

Charleston Ballroom 

Throughout the past two decades Student Affairs-as a field-has been asked to prove its value to both internal and 
external higher education audiences.  The combination of forecasted stagnant or decreasing high school graduates and 
continued divestment of state higher education appropriations, some have argued for reorganizing or eliminating 
student affairs departments within institutions.  This interactive workshop is focused on developing coherency for 
SSAOs around the value of Student Affairs and the development of varied strategic communication plans to 
communicate that value for a variety of audiences.  In particular, this workshop will engage SSAOs in co-constructed 
communication plans for internal audiences including senior institutional leaders; internal/external audiences 
including boards of trustees, alumni, parents; and, external audiences including the community or state and federal 
legislators.  The workshop is designed to utilize small group facilitation with an expert in strategic communications to 
co-construct student affairs value propositions and to then translate this value into messaging suitable for desired 
audiences. 

Speakers: 
◊ Wes Hickman, Chief Communications Officer, University of South Carolina 

11:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Summer Forum Wrap-Up Charleston Ballroom 

 


