
Council on Student Affairs (CSA) 
 2018 Summer Forum, Chicago, IL 

June 17-19, 2018 
Agenda with Session Abstracts & Speakers 

 
 

Sunday, June 17  Hilton Downtown Chicago Hotel  

12:00-2:30 p.m. 
CSA Executive Committee Meeting (Closed)   

*Lunch Provided 
Private Dining Room 2 

2:00-2:30 p.m. CSA First-Time Attendee Orientation Joliet Room 

 Regina Hyatt & Danny Pugh (CSA Co-Chairs Elect) 

2:30-3:15 p.m. CSA Welcome & Introductions Joliet Room 

 Danita Young-Brown & Lori Berquam (CSA Co-Chairs) 

3:15-5:00 p.m. CSA Firecracker Talks & Federal Policy Updates Joliet Room 

Designed to spark your passion, this session will orient CSA members to the primary topics that will be dived into 

deeply over the course of the Summer Forum. Members of CSA’s Program Planning Committee (PPC) will provide 

firecracker talks about each of the sessions they have organized and provide members with a question to ponder to 

spark deeper engagement during the sessions to follow. APLU’s Craig Lindwarm, will also provide policy updates on 

the most current Federal Higher Education issues.   

Speakers: 

◊ PPC Members: Bobby Woodard (Chair), Kathy Collins, Martino Harmon, Victor Wilson, & Nancy Young 

◊ Craig Lindwarm, AVP of Federal Relations, APLU 

◊ Melissa Haas, Associate Director of Federal Relations, University of Illinois System 

5:30 p.m. Busses Depart for CSA Reception Hotel Lobby Main Entrance 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 
CSA Reception & Private Architectural Boat Tour 

(heavy hors d’oeuvres & bar provided) 

River East Plasa at  

North Pier Docks 

Monday, June 18 University of Illinois at Chicago Student Center East 

7:30-9:00 a.m. Breakfast Fort Dearborn A 

9:00-10:15 a.m. 
Navigating the Political Poles:  

Including All Points of View in Our Work (CSA) 
Fort Dearborn B 

Today’s campus leaders find ourselves stuck in the middle of a partisan, and often public, political battle royal. To one 

audience, our “liberal bias” is “indoctrinating” students with “social justice activism” and allegiance to “progressive” 

causes; to another, we care more about the “politics of appeasement” and maintaining the “status quo” than 

“transformative” change to “dismantle systems of oppression.”  

In this interactive session, we will explore real life case studies and share ways to lead from the middle—how best to 

educate and empower staff, advocate effectively with the public and key stakeholders, and center productive dialogue 

among diverse students in campus life. 

Facilitator: 

◊ Victor Wilson, Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Georgia 

10:15-10:30 a.m. Coffee Break Fort Dearborn A 



10:30 a.m.-11:45 p.m. 
Donor Development & Fundraising in Student 

Affairs: Download this Cash App (CSA) 
Fort Dearborn B 

The session will showcase innovative and successful student affairs fundraising initiatives. Participants will learn 

promising practices in fundraising from foundation experts from two institutions which have positions dedicated to 

fundraising for student affairs. As institutions seek alternative revenue sources in light of declining state funding, this 

topic holds particular promise for strategies that SSAOs' can adopt and adapt to benefit their divisions and their wider 

institution.   

Presenters: 

◊ DeShanna Brown, Ed.D., Director of Development, Louisiana State University  

◊ Steven Pitts, Director of Development, Student Affairs, University of Georgia 

11:45-12:00 p.m. Break  Fort Dearborn  

12:00-1:30 p.m. Joint Welcome Lunch & Keynote Illinois Room A/B 

The theme of our 2018 Joint Summer Forum is “Building Opportunities” – a core aspect of all public universities and 

vital to the well-being of our country and society.  This year’s keynote speaker will touch on the role of public higher 

education in building opportunities and opportunities for increased collaboration to achieve this ambition vision.  

1:30-3:00 p.m. 
Diversifying the Academy: Mutually Reinforcing 

Levers to Activate Change  
Illinois Room A/B 

Effectively diversifying the academy has continued to allude many institutional leaders despite significant efforts to 

support underrepresented candidates. Over the past three years, student protests across the country have resulted in 

demands to diversify our institutions, from faculty and staff representations to inclusive student facilities. Yet, despite 

desire amongst leadership, students, and other constituents, only small changes have occurred toward these ends. In 

this session, presenters will offer lessons learned from successful diversity efforts: student affairs as practitioner-

scholars, urban universities as community partners, chief diversity officers as internal structural agents, and discuss 

how these levers of change may mutually reinforce change efforts for greater affect. 

Presenters: 

◊ Danita Brown Young, Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs, University of Illinois  

◊ Aashir Nasim, Vice President for Inclusive Excellence, Virginia Commonwealth University 

◊ Mark Rosenberg, President, Florida International University 

3:00-3:15 p.m. Break Fort Dearborn  

3:15-4:45 p.m. Pick One…  

• Guns on Campus: Emerging Campus Practices & Policies                                       Illinois C 

Across the country, increasing numbers of state are considering or have passed legislation that allows concealed guns 

on public campus.  This session utilizes case studies and research to provide leaders with experience from the field to 

adopt policies and practices to comply with such legislation.  Case Studies have been written for this session by: 

◊ Danny Pugh, Texas A&M University 

◊ Rick Sluder & Brian Hinote, Middle Tennessee State University  

• Building the Bridge Between SSAOs & CDOs Toward Better Collaboration            Cardinal Room 

It is not uncommon for multiple persons on our campuses to be tasked with multicultural and diversity related 

programming; however, far too often offices become siloed and resources can be redundant. This session takes an 

active approach toward building collaborating relationships between Senior Student Affairs Officers and Chief 

Diversity Officers to leverage collaboration to maximize inclusive programming and resources. 

• Facing the Future:  Smart, Resilient Cities Build Community Health Capacity       Fort Dearborn B 

Participate in an interactive game to understand how universities can work with their cities, neighborhoods, hospitals 

and other external partners to build the capacity of their communities to improve health and wellness. 

5:00 p.m. Shuttles Depart for Reception Site Front Entrance 



5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Joint Welcome Reception 

(Sponsored by University of Illinois at Chicago) 

National Hellenic Museum 

333 South Halsted St. 

Tuesday, June 19 University of Illinois at Chicago                                Student Center East 

7:30-9:00 a.m. 

General Breakfast 

CSA Nominating Committee Meeting (Closed) 

CSA Program Planning Committee Meeting 

Fort Dearborn 

Fort Dearborn B 

Fort Dearborn 

9:00-10:15 a.m. 

Next Generation Enrollment: Using 

Environmental Factors to Increase Equity & 

Access (Joint) 

Illinois Room A/B 

APLU and the College Board have been piloting an environmental context dashboard with APLU institutions, a new 

tool developed to provide consistent and systematic information on an applicant’s environment. The tool delivers 

information on applicants’ scores in context as well as neighborhood and school factors that may signal the presence 

of educational disadvantage. The dashboard allows admissions officers to access information on an applicant 

environment (for instance the avg. SES of families in their neighborhoods, the number of AP courses offered at their 

HS, or the crime rates in their neighborhood). Together, these variables allow admission officers to make more 

informed decisions by highlighting applicants’ academic indicators in light of potential adversity they might have 

overcome. In this session, APLU members will discuss their experience in the pilot and share some of the preliminary 

findings indicated from the project. 

Speakers: 

◊ John Barnhill, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Management, Florida State University 
◊ Amy Hecht, Vice President of Student Affairs, Florida State University 
◊ Joyce Mai, Director of Recruitment, North Carolina State University 
◊ Joe Williams, Senior Director, Higher Education, The College Board 

10:15-11:30 a.m. 
Applying a Psychological Lens to Student Success 

(Joint) 
Illinois Room A/B 

Explore the role of social psychological factors in student centered design, through two case studies.   

Speakers: 

◊ Mary Murphy, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology and Brain Sciences, Indiana University 

◊ Joshua Powers, VP for Student Success at Indiana State University 

◊ Chris Smith, Executive Director, College Transition Collaborative 

11:45-1:00 p.m. 

Preparing the Future of the Profession:  Considering 

Skills & Knowledge Gaps for Entry-Level Professionals 

(CSA) 

Cardinal Room  

In this session we will discuss the preparation of graduate students in student affairs in and out of the classroom. New 

professionals are increasingly coming to the field with experience studying theory and practice. Is this adequate 

preparation for the realities of student affairs work? We will discuss existing concerns around preparation programs 

and discuss action steps to address perceived competency gaps. 

Speakers: 

◊ Sonja Ardoin, Professor of Higher Education & Student Affairs, Appalachian State University 

◊ Kathy Collins, Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Rhode Island 

◊ Nancy Young, Vice President for Student Affairs, University of Maryland, Baltimore County 

1:00 p.m. Forum Adjourned  

 


