
Elements of Design 

Elements are the first and smallest part of anything;  
In verbal art we use language (sound, pitch) 
In musical composition we us melody, harmony, rhythm 
In visual design we use: 

COLOR (A quality of sensation caused by the rays of light: hue) 

LINE (a straight extended mark; contour, outline) 

TEXTURE (the roughness or smoothness of a surface) 

SHAPE (flat, enclosed area of art; God shapes us) 

FORM (3D form or mold; as a potter molds clay) 

SPACE (The distance between things; God's light fills (D&C88:12)) 

VALUE (the degree of lightness and darkness of an object) 



COLOR  
appearance of a body to the eye, or quality of sensation,  

caused by the rays of light; hue; dye 
Primary Colors 
Red 
Yellow 
Blue 
"Our Primary Colors", pg. 258 

Secondary or Adjacent Colors 
Orange 
Purple 
Green 

Basic Properties:   
value - the lightness or darkness of a color 
hue - a particular color such as red, blue, or 
yellow 
saturation - the purity of a color, adding a mixture of other colors dulls it. 

Warm and Cool Colors 
Warm colors:  colors which contain yellow, red, or orange.  They seem to advance toward us and 
expand in their size. Think of the colors of fire. 
Cool colors:  colors which contain blue, purple or green.  They seem to be spacious, withdraw 
from us, and contract n size.   

Color is the appearance of a body to the eye, or a quality of sensation, caused by the rays of 
light; hue; dye. (1828 dictionary)  Colors can affect our emotions: happy and excited; sad.  We 
surround our homes with colors we like.  

Activity: 
Make a rainbow with light and water or a prism.   

Principles of Color: 
Prejudice puts False Color upon an Object 
“Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for 
the Lord seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.”  
(1 Samuel 16:7) 
The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in London, England, is one of the truly great museums 
of art in all the world. The gallery proudly proclaims its Rembrandt Room and Constable Corner 
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and urges all to take the tour of Turner’s masterpieces. Visitors come from every corner of the 
earth. They depart uplifted and inspired. 
During a recent visit to the National Gallery, I was surprised to see displayed in a most 
prominent location magnificent portraits and landscapes which featured the name of no artist. 
Then I noticed a large placard which provided this explanation: 
“This exhibition is drawn from the large number of paintings that hang in a public but somewhat 
neglected area of the Gallery: the lower floor. The exhibition is intended to encourage visitors 
to look at the paintings without being too worried about who painted them. In several instances, 
we do not precisely know. 
“The information on labels on paintings can often affect, half-unconsciously, our estimate of 
them; and here labeling has been deliberately subordinate in the hope that visitors will read 
only after they have looked and made their own assessment of each work.” 
Like the labels on paintings are the outward appearances of some men—often misleading. The 
Master declared to one group: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
men’s bones, and of all uncleanness. … 
“Ye … outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 
iniquity.” (Matt. 23:27–28.) 
Then there are those who may outwardly appear impoverished, without talent, and doomed to 
mediocrity. A classic label appeared beneath a picture of the boy Abraham Lincoln as he stood 
in front of his humble birthplace—a simple log cabin. The words read: “Ill-housed, ill-clothed, ill-
fed.” Unanticipated, unspoken, and unprinted was the real label of the boy: “Destined for 
immortal glory.”  (Thomas S. Monson, “Labels,” Ensign, Sept. 2000, 2) 

There are Opposites in all things (the number '2') 
White reflects light and Black absorbs light 
Be a reflector and reflect goodness, joy and beauty 

God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34; D&C 1:35; Alma 16:14) 
Are you color-blind? 
“I was born with partial color-blindness. I have learned to love all of the people in the countries 
where I have been as a missionary, soldier, or General Authority, regardless of the color of 
their skins. I hope to be a disciple after the manner and example of President Kimball and the 
others in their love for all, and especially for the humble, the downtrodden, the poor, the 
afflicted, the needy, and the poor in spirit. I am mindful that if we forget these, we can in no 
way be his disciples.” (Response to the Call, Elder James E. Faust, Ensign, Nov. 1978) 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  I have a dream today.”  
(I have a dream, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., August 1963) 
How can you show your love for all people?
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The Color Wheel



LINE  
a straight extended mark; contour, outline 

can suggest movement, mood, or emotion; 

There are many different ways to create a line: 
straight or curved;  
delicate or bold;  
vertical or horizontal;  
left diagonal  or right diagonal;   
thick or thin;  
light or dark;  
broken or solid;  
directional or implied 

Lines can be used to describe the contour of an object. 

Plum Line is the measurement of vertical and horizontal 
lines, it gives relationship.  A vertical line is found by holds 
up a string, the horizontal line is found using the level of 
water.  The pyramid were exactly horizontal because they build a trench around the whole thing 
and measured the levels by the level of water. 

Line: 1. Contour; outline; exterior limit of a figure. 2. A straight extended mark. 3. Course; 
direction. 4. A series or succession of progeny or relations, descending from a common 
progenitor. (definition of line in the 1828 dictionary) 

Activity: 
Create a toothpick (straight line) sculpture.  (See pg. 39 in “Appreciating Art”) 

Principles of Line: 
The Straight Way is the Safest Path 
“I perceive that it has been made known unto you, by the testimony of his word, that He cannot 
walk in crooked paths; neither doth he vary from that which he hath said; neither hath he a 
shadow of turning from the right to the left, or from that which is right to that which is wrong; 
therefore, His course is one eternal round.” (Alma 7:20) 
“While traveling along a mountainous road one evening through a driving rainstorm punctuate 
with frequent claps of thunder and flashes of lightning, Sister Wirthlin and I could barely see 
the road, either in front of us or to the right and the left.  I watched the white lines on that 
road more intently than ever before.  Staying within the lines kept us from going onto the 
shoulder and into the deep canyon on one side and helped us avoid a head-on collision on the 
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other.  To wander over either line could have been very dangerous.  Then I thought, “Would a 
right-thinking person deviate to the left or the right of a traffic lane if he knew the result 
would be fatal?  If he valued his mortal life, certainly he would stay between these lines. 
“That experience traveling on this mountain road is so like life.  If we stay within the lines 
[paths] that God has marked, he will protect us, and we can arrive safely at our 
destination.”  (Joseph B. Wirthlin, “The Straight and Narrow Way”, Ensign, Nov. 1990, 64) 

Paths are Progressive 
Paths can be curved or straight; broken or forked; horizontal or vertical and they are all moving.  
Path of learning may fall within a time frame as in a school semester. They may be the growth 
within a family or the individual growth from baby to adult.  The Path or Plan of Happiness 
progresses from intellect to mortals to Gods. 

We Learn Little by Little 
Pattern for learning, developing and growing; little by little 
“I will give unto the children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there 
a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, 
for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more; and from them that 
shall say, we have enough, from them shall be taken away even that which they have.“ (2 Nephi 
28:30) 
Precept - the greater law, Natural Law, doctrine.  Example:  Life is sacred 

Line - lesser law or commandment; the principle.  Example:  Thou shalt not kill 

Here a little:  personal law or application of the law.  Example:  I will not loose my temper.  
Sing "Line upon Line" (from Saturday’s Warrior, lyrics by Doug Stewart music by Lex DeAzevedo) 

(verse 1) 
Line upon line precept on precept 
That is how He lifts us 
That is He teaches His children 

     (verse 2) 
Line upon line precept on precept 
Like a summer shower 
Giving us each hour His wisdom 

     

© 2013 Tresta K. Neil ART - �  of �33 52

      (Chorus) 
If we are patient we shall see 
How the pieces fit together in harmony 
We’ll know who we are in this big universe 
And then we’ll live with Him forever 
But until it happens  
        (repeat verse 2) 
Line upon line upon line 

       (repeat chorus) 
       (repeat verse 2) 

Line upon line upon 
Line upon line upon 
Line upon line upon line! 



TEXTURE  
the roughness or smoothness of a surface 

Texture is created by repeating shapes and lines (patterns) over and over 

There are six main types of texture: 
Hatching - vertical lines; vary space of lines to 
shade 
Cross-Hatching - Diagonal lines going in opposite 
directions.  Can add vertical and horizontal lines.  
Less lines as it gets lighter. 
Pointillism/Stippling - Make dots with your pencil/
pen.  More dots or closer together are darker.   
Wood Grain - Organic (curvy) shapes.  Lines loop 
around each other but DO NOT TOUCH.  Add lines 
in between, closer together to make dark. 
Scribbles/ Curly - Circular motions with pencil.  
Tighter/smaller the curl, the darker it is.  
Scumbing - Short, random curvy marks.  More 
angular (pointy) than scribbles. 

Activity: 
Make Great Art Cookies (paint sugar cookies with colored egg yolk) paint on different textures. 

Principles of Texture: 
Parts united in ONE 

The disposition of the several parts of any body in connection with each other; or the a 
manner in which the constituent parts are united; as the texture of earthy substances of 
fossils; the texture of a plant; the texture of paper, of a hat or skin; a loose texture; or a 
close compact texture. (definition of texture in 1828 dictionary) 
“...He might gather together in one all things in Christ…”  Ephesians 1:9-10 
“You and I are experiencing the profound and wonderful blessings of the dispensation of 
the fulness of times.  In this day and time there have been restored to the earth all the 
principles, powers, blessings and keys of all previous dispensation.” (President Gordon B. 
Hinckley, Ensign, may 1992, 70) 

How are you apart of ONE? 
What is “wholeness”?   

What does it mean by “all”? 
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A TOUGH life full of texture 
It can be a tough world, a tough life, and in some ways it’s even tougher in the Church.  Eliza 
R. Snow wrote: 

Think not when you gather to Zion, Your troubles and trials are through, 
That nothing but comfort and pleasure Are waiting in Zion for you: 
No, no, ‘tis designed as a furnace, All substance, all textures to try, 
To burn all the ‘wood … and stubble,’ The gold from the dross purify…”   

(Think not, When You Gather to Zion,” Hymns (1948), no. 21, vv. 1, 3.)   

How is the Lord refining you? 

What are some blessings which give our time its rich texture? 

What are some of the rough things that have happened in your life  
and do you see blessings in them?   
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SHAPE & FORM 
Form and figure as constituted by lines and angles 

To form or create; to mold or make into a particular shape 

Basic Geometric Shapes (2 demential) become Forms (3 demential).  All forms are variations 
of cone, cube, cylinder, sphere, or pyramid. 

And then the Lord said: Let us go down. And they went down at the beginning, and they, that 
is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the earth. 
And the earth, after it was formed, was empty and desolate, because they had not formed 
anything but the earth; and darkness reigned upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of the 
Gods was brooding upon the face of the waters. (Abraham 4:1-2)  What shape did he make 
the earth?  Draw the shape and then form it into a sphere. 

“What we need as we journey along through this period known as mortality, is a compass to 
chart our course, a map to guide our footsteps, and a pattern whereby we might mold our very 
lives.  May I share with you a formula that in my judgement will help you and me journey well 
through mortality and to that great reward of exaltation in the celestial kingdom of Our 
Heavenly Father?  First, fill your mind with truth, second fill your life with service; and third 
fill your heart with love.”  (Thomas S. Monson, Be Your best Self, Ensign 1979, pg. 168)
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Principles of Shape: 

A Pattern to Shape our Lives 
“I regard you as the finest generation in the history of the church.  I compliment you, and I 
have in my heart a great feeling of love and respect and appreciation for you.  Each time I have 
stood before such a  group, there has come into my mind the great and prophetic statement 
made by Peter of old.  Said he:  “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.” (Peter 2:9)  I know of no other statement which more aptly 
describes you, nor which sets before you a higher ideal by which to shape and guide your 
lives.” (A Chosen Generation, President Gordon b. Hinckley, Ensign, May 1992) 
What is President Hinckley asking you to do? 

Heavenly Father helps form our lives 
“To form or create; to mold or make into a particular shape.  Form and figure as constituted 
bylines and angles. (definition of SHAPE in 1828 dictionary) 
“And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb that I should be his servant,… though 
Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious to the eyes of the Lord, and my God the eyes of 
the Lord, and my God shall be my strength.” (1 Nephi 21:5) 
“Thus saith the Lord, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the Lord 
that maketh all things;...” (1 Nephi 21:5; Isaiah 44:24) 
How can Heavenly Father form our lives? 

Centering our Lives in Christ 
“But now, O Lord, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we are all the 
work of thy hand”  (Isaiah 64:8) 
What is the first and most important thing you need to do while working with the clay on the 
potters wheel? 
Our lives must be center your life in Christ before it can be shaped properly. 
“I bear witness that obedience to the gospel plan is the only way to build a Christ-centered 
life.  The first step is to have faith, to believe and live so that one receives a personal witness 
of the reality of the Father and the Son, of the gospel plan, and of the restoration of the 
gospel through the Prophet Joseph Smith.  As faith grows, one is free to forget self and serve 
others.  Service is the second step to Christlike existence, a key part of the Lord’s refining 
process.  The blessings of service are love, increased faith, patience, and other qualities of the 
divine nature.  Finally, enduring trials and tribulations with a soft heart made possible by faith 
brings one closer to Christ.  If our heats are prepared, the Holy Ghost can infuse divine 
qualities in us - even when we are in the midst of adversity - through the power of the 
Atonement.” (Merrill J. Bateman, Living a Christ-Centered Life, Ensign, January 1999) 
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SPACE  
How shapes are arranged in an art work creates a sense of space 

The distance or interval between any two or more objects; 

Three main types of space: 
1. real space in which we move about. 
2. division of space with walls, ceiling and 
floors 
3.  illusion of space created on a two-
dimensional surface. (painting) 

Diminished size and details creates depth.  
The position of objects on a page:  Lower 
seems closer; higher seems farther away.  All 
views of a three-dimensional form should be 
considered.  People and objects appear 
smaller as they get farther away.  Objects in 
the distance appear in mass with no detail; 
objects that are closer show detail.  When 
shapes contrast with their background a 
sense of depth is created. 

Principles of Space:  

Empty space is naturally filled 
“We will go down, for there is space there, and we will take of these materials, and we will make 
[create] an earth whereon these may dwell.”  (Abraham 3:24) 
Dig a hole in the ground.  How long will it take to fill up?  Nature fills it with dirt (wind), grass, 
rain, weeds; we fill it with dirt, rocks, water or even a toy.  Empty space is like a vacuum it 
attracts things to it to fill it. 

What are you filling your empty space with? 
What space is available to you?  

(or is there a space you can create by cleaning out or throwing away)  
Where you can create some thing? 
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Principles of Space 
Time was lengthened 
“Therefore, there is a time appointed unto men that they shall rise from the dead; and there is 
a space between the time of death and the resurrection.”  (Alma 40:9) 
“And the days of the children of men were prolonged … that they might repent while in the 
flesh; wherefore, their state became a state of probation, and their time was lengthened…” (2 
Nephi 2:21) 
Make a time line of your life.  See how you have used your space in time.  Write down what you’ll 
accomplish in this next interval of space. 

In Sacred Space we Find Peace 
“In holy places and in sacred space we find spiritual refuge, renewal, hope, and peace.  Are 
these not worth every necessary personal sacrifice?  My brethren and sisters, may each of us 
revere and respect the holy and sacred in our lives.  May we teach our children likewise.  Let us 
all stand in holy and sacred places of spiritual peace.”  (Holy Place, Sacred Space, Elder Dennis 
B. Neuenschwander, Ensign May 2003) 
“Do ye suppose that God will look upon you as guiltless while ye sit still and behold these things?  
Behold I say unto you, Nay.  Now I would that ye should remember that God has said that the 
inward vessel shall be cleansed first, and then shall the outer vessel be cleansed also.” (Alma 
60:23) 

What will you filled your space (vessel) with? 
What will you do to keep your vessel clean? 

We are Rewarded According to How we Use our Space 
“Our condition in the world to come will be strictly a result of the life we lead in this, as, by the 
light of revealed truth regarding the preexistent state, we perceive our present condition to be 
determined by the fidelity with which we kept our first estate.  In the scriptures declare that 
man shall reap the natural harvest of his works in life, be such good or evil; in the effective 
language with the Father encourages and warns his frail children, every one will be rewarded or 
punished according to his works.  In eternity, man will enjoy or loathe the “fruit of his 
doing.”” (James E. Talmage, Articles of Faith, pg. 366) 

What decisions are you making during this space in time that will bring about good fruit? 

God’s Light fills the immensity of space 
Which light proceedeth forth from the presence of God to fill the immensity of space— 
(D&C88:12)  
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VALUE  
the degree of lightness and darkness of an object 

Dark values seem heavier than light values; light values appear larger.  An object in the path of 
light casts a shadow and cast shadows fall away from the light source. 

The illuminated part of a picture; the part which lies open to the luminary by which the piece is 
supposed to be enlightened, and is painted in vivid colors, opposed to shade. (definition of value, 
1828 Dictionary) 

Sing, "Teach Me to Walk in the Light" (Hymns, 304)  
What does “Walking in the Light” mean to you? 

Principles of Value: 
God Created the Light 
“And they (the Gods) said: Let there be light; and there was light.  And they (the Gods) 
comprehended the light, for it was bright; and they divided the light, or caused it to be 
divided, from the darkness.  And the Gods called the light Day, and the darkness they called 
Night. And it came to pass that from the evening until morning they called night; and from 
the morning until the evening they called day; and this was the first, or the beginning, of 
that which they called day and night.” (Abraham 4:3-5) 

That which Edifies is Light 
“The amount of light reflected by a surface.  Sharp contrast of light and dark values attract 
attention.  And that which doth not edify is not of God, and is darkness.  That which is of 
God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more light; and 
that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.  And again, verily I say unto 
you, and I say it that you may know the truth, that you may chase darkness from among you;  
He that is ordained of God and sent forth, the same is appointed to be the greatest, 
notwithstanding he is the least and the servant of all.” (D&C 50:23-26) 
What are you doing daily to receive more light? 
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Principles of Value: 
Light dispels darkness 
“I testify that Christ is the light to all mankind.  He has “pointed, marked out and lighted the 
way. ‘Sadly many individuals and nations have extinguished that light.  They have attempted to 
supplant His gospel with coercion and the sword.’” (Church News, 4 Dec. 1982, p.10) But even to 
those who reject Him, He is “the light which shineth in darkness..” (John 1:5). (President Ezra 
Taft Benson) 
You can turn a light on in a dark room, but you cannot turn on darkness in a light room. 
What are you doing daily to increase light and fight against darkness? 

Light Causes Shadows 
“And many signs, and wonders, and types, and shadow showed he unto them, concerning his 
coming; and also holy prophets spake unto them concerning his coming; and yet they hardened 
their hearts and understood not that the law of Moses availeth nothing except it were through 
the atonement of his blood.”  (Mosiah 3:15) 
“And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat [light], and for a 
place of refuge, and a covert from storm and from rain.”  (2 Nephi 14:6) 
Shadows fall away from the light.  What are you allowing to fall out of your life?  By increasing 
your light [relationship with God and yourself] darkness falls away from your life and thoughts.  
What are you doing to build your relationships?  On a scale from 1 -10 where do you believe you 
are?  God believes you are the best the way you are and would put you at a 10.  When you 
believe you are great in every way the way you are now your light will increase.   

Light makes it possible for us to see object, we have no sight without it. 
“Whom no man hath seen, nor can see, unto whom no man can approach, only he who hath the 
light and the hope of immortality dwelling in him.” (JST, First Timothy 6:16) 
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.” (Isaiah 9:2) 
What can you SEE?  By what light do you see? 

Light helps us to understand eternal truths 
“And the light which shineth, which giveth you light, is through him who enlighteneth your eyes, 
which is the same light that quickeneth your understandings;  Which light proceedeth forth 
from the presence of God to fill the immensity of space—” (D&C 88:11-12) 
What are your learning about that increases your understanding?  Understanding is connected 
to your heart or your feelings.  What are your dominate feelings and how does God speak to 
your heart?  The spirit can speak to both your mind and your heart where the devil can only 
speak to one or the other and NOT both. 

Search diligently in the light of Christ 
Wherefore, I beseech of you, brethren, that ye should search diligently in the Light of Christ 
that ye may know good from evil; and if ye will lay hold upon every good thing, and condemn it 
not, ye certainly will be a child of Christ. (Moroni 7:19)
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