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“Hi, I’m Theo,  
the Theology Tree 

I’m here to prevent the severing of learning,  
and staying connected to Christ.” 

From the roots the trunk, or Christ, distributes the true doctrine and 
correct principles to the rest of the subject branches of learning. The 
leaves absorb the bright knowledge. Together they surge through the 
tree, enlarging and bringing growth to the tree. The trunk orchestrates 
it all as long as the branches stay connected. When a branch is cut off 
this symbiotic relationship stops, the branch dies, the tree cries, but 
will live and grow another branch. The trunk needs the branches and 
the roots and they need him.  

For the purpose of teaching the concept of keeping all learning 
connected to Christ we invite Theo, the Theology Tree to help us. Many 
institutions have severed the subject branches from their source of 
nourishment, Christ.  

The purpose of these devotional guides is to help keep subject branches 
connected to Christ and to show examples of how to take one principle 
or concept and find it in other subject branches.  
  
In this series, The Body of Christ, we are focusing on the trunk - Christ 
himself and how we are all individual cells fully functioning on our own 
and apart of the whole body. We will highlight a different body part 
with each guide. We will look at it physically, spiritually and within 
other subject branches. 

In many cases, symbolism, a gospel connection, word etymology and 
“likening” it to our day will be explored.  

Enjoy the Adventure!



 

“Enlighten the Eyes”  
Follow along with the video, Table Talk Discussion #60 

Use the space provided or write in your own journal. 

Psalms 19:8: 
“the commandment of the LORD is 
pure, enlightening the eyes.”  

enlighten - give (someone) spiritual 
knowledge or insight 
pure - free of any contamination 

Why the eye? 

Enhance Your Experience 
Draw an Eye in the center of your paper. On the left side write down everything 
you know about the physical eye. On the right of the eye write down everything 
you learn about the spiritual aspects of the eye.  

Interesting EYE Facts 
✦ The strongest muscles, 2nd most powerful body part after the brain. 
✦ About 1 inch in diameter and weighs under an ounce, remain the size from birth 
✦ Average person blinks 12 times per minute 
✦ Functions like an intricate camera 
✦ Unable to be transplanted, 1 million nerve fibers connect each eye to the brain 
✦ Only 1/6th of the eye is visible 
✦ Eyes automatically adjust in just milliseconds whenever you move your head 
✦ Eyes don't need rest 
✦ Corneas are the only tissues that don't require blood 
✦ Impossible to sneeze with eyes open 
✦ 80% of our memories are determined by what we see. 
✦ We seek visual cues from another individual’s eyes. 
✦ A fingerprint has 40 unique characteristics, but an iris has 256. 

What insight did you gain from this information? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Eyes in Science - Humanology 
The eyes are a part of the nervous system of the body.  
The nervous system is one of the 6 systems on the 
humanology branch on the Science Branch on the 
Theology Tree. 

 

How you see! 
An image enters the eye through light. The 

light comes into the cornea where the 
iris determines how much light comes 
into the pupil. It then passes through 
the lens of your eye to the retina on 
the back of your eye and records an 
image. 
The image is then directed along the 
optic nerve to the brain where it is 

processed. 
We receive the image and how to 
deal with it within milliseconds of 
the information going in. 

Sometimes there is not enough information for the brain to work with so it uses 
other info to understand what it is seeing. 
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The Anatomy of an Eye

Add the bolded words to your vocabulary in your science notebook.



Eyes in Art 
A main branch on the Theology Tree is the Art Branch. 
One of its branches is “Art Forms” where you’ll find 
drawing. Draw an EYE. 

How do you give the upper lid depth? 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
How much of the iris is visible or drawn? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
What light are you accepting? rejecting? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 
What the Hebrew word for EYE teaches us 
The word for eye in Hebrew is also a letter in the Aleph Bet. 
“Ayin” also means “fountain” or “spring.” Anciently it was 
written as an eye. The current “square” script is made up two 
other letters, an upright zayin and an elongated yod. Zayin is a 
sword or plow and the yod is a hand, together a sword in hand or a symbol for a 
watchman. 

What meaning can you come up with when you think about watchman and eyes?
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

Ayin is first used in the Old Testament when Adam and Eve have eaten the fruit 
from the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil and their EYES (ayin) were 
opened.” 
  
What could “eyes” mean in this situation other than physical eyes? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 
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Eyes in Literature Branch 
There are one eyed giants, called Cyclopes, in the epic, The 
Odyssey. Odysseus and his men are captured by a cyclopes on 
an island and they know they will be eaten if they don’t escape.  
Cyclopes is the son of Poseidon, god of water and a human 
mother. Water represents knowledge and humans represent 
the world or worldliness.  
What is a symbol of the Cyclopes? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
How can you avoid these giant egos overtaking your life? 
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
Another view: When your eyes are single to the glory of God you become a giant. 

Eyes in Communication (Body Language) 
The eyes are the librarians of the mind. When asked a question and you don’t 
know the answer right away your eyes search for the answers.  

Try smiling without using your eyes. How does it feel? How does it look? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
Why does “smiling with your eyes” make such a difference in communication? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
What does the saying "the eyes are the windows to 
the soul” mean to you?
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
How are you allowing God's light in? In what ways 
do you shine light through your eyes?
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 

Research other body language indicators 
concerning the eyes. For example, what does it 
mean when you look certain directions?  
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Which girl is 
smiling with 
her eyes?



An EYE Single to my Glory 
There are two view points, yours and Gods. 

 

“With some mental 
adjustments you connect your 
system to his. Fuse your focus 
and something wonderful 
happens. Your vision and his 
are now the same. You have 
developed an Eye single to the 
glory of God.” ~ President 
Nelson 
 

https://www.lds.org/media-library/video/2010-07-067-an-eye-single-to-the-glory-of-god?lang=eng  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Scripture Story: 
Christ healed a blind man by spitting into the dirt and applying the clay to his eyes, and said, 
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam (Sent). He went his way therefore, and washed, and came 
seeing.” (John 9:6-7). Others asked, “How were thine eyes opened?” He answered, “A man 
that is called Jesus… anointed mine eyes …I received sight.” 

How do you receive spiritual sight?  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
How has Christ opened your eyes? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Eyes are a Symbol of Ready for Conversion 
Scripture Story: 

Isaiah’s mission was presenting the message of conversion 
to those who would not see or understand him. Christ 
said, “Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and shut their eyes;” He also was asked to 
write to us so that we would “see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and 
convert, and be healed.”  Isaiah 6:10 

What does it mean by, “shut their eyes?” 
_______________________________________________________ 
What did Isaiah mean by “see with their eyes?” 
_______________________________________________________ 
How have you had your eyes shut? opened? 
_______________________________________________________ 
“One is converted when he sees with his eyes what he ought to see; when he 
hears with his ears what he ought to hear; and when he understands with his heart 
what he ought to understand. And what he ought to see, hear, and understand is truth
—eternal truth—and then practice it. That is conversion. When we understand more 
than we know with our minds, when we understand with our hearts, then we know 
that the Spirit of the Lord is working upon us.” (Harold B. Lee, Conference Report, Apr. 1973.) 
How have you been converted? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
How have you been healed by Christ? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Christ’s Eyes: 
“His eyes were as a flame of fire; the hair of his head was white like the pure snow; his 
countenance shone above the brightness of the sun; and his voice was as the sound of the 
rushing of great waters”  Doctrine and Covenants 110:3 

How would you describe eyes “as a flame of fire”? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

When you think of looking into Christ’s eye, how would you describe them? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

Christ Cast His Eyes 
The Savior had come to minister to the people on the American continent. 
When he was done…and he was about to leave, when he “cast his eyes” on the 
people he was just ministering to. When he looked them in the eyes, “they were 
in tears.” They wanted him to “tarry a little longer” with them. He had 
compassion on them and tarried longer.  

Have you felt Christ casting his eyes on you? If so, when? Do you feel so now? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

When have you longed to tarry longer? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Eyes in the Scriptures 
✦ The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes, Ps. 19:8. 
✦ The foolish have eyes and see not, Jer. 5:21 (Mark 8:18). 
✦ The light of the body is the eye, Matt. 6:22 (Luke 11:34; 3 Ne. 13:22; D&C 88:67). 
✦ Blessed are your eyes for they see, Matt. 13:16. 
✦ The eyes of your understanding will be enlightened, Eph. 1:17–18. 
✦ Wo unto the wise in their own eyes, 2 Ne. 15:21 (Isa. 5:21). 
✦ They began to fast and to pray that the eyes of the people might be 

opened, Mosiah 27:22. 
✦ Satan did blind their eyes, 3 Ne. 2:2. 
✦ None can have power to bring the Book of Mormon forth except with an eye single 

to God’s glory, Mormon 8:15. 
✦ [They] saw with their eyes the things which they had beheld with an eye of faith, 

and they were glad, Ether 12:18-19.  
✦ By the power of the Spirit our eyes were opened and our understandings 

enlightened, D&C 76:12. 
✦ The light is through him who enlighteneth your eyes, D&C 88:11. 
✦ If your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be filled with light, D&C 

88:67. 

The EYE is a Symbol of a Person’s Ability to: (see Bible Dictionary) 
✦ Receive the light of God: “open our eyes to the hope of God’s light” Dieter F. 

Uchdorft 
✦ Show their spiritual condition Alma invited the members of the church in 

Gideon to evaluate their spiritual condition (see Alma 5) 
✦ Receive Light and Truth:  The light is through him who enlightened your eyes 

(D&C 88:11) 
✦ Understand the things of God:  The eyes of your understanding will be 

enlightened (Eph. 1:17-18) 
✦ See as Christ sees:  none can have power …except with an eye single to God’s 

glory (Mormon 8:15) 
✦ Be filled with Light: If your eye be single to my glory, your whole bodies shall be 

filled with light (D&C 88:67) 
Eyes show our spiritual condition and how we understand the things of God. 

 Enlightening the Eye 
Light of the body is the eye 

 Eye of Faith 
Eye single to the glory 

 Eyes of your Understanding  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Theology Connection 

Think back on what you’ve learned so far 
about “Enlighten the Eye.” Write down two 
principles you’ve discovered. 
1. ____________________________ 
______________________________ 
2. ____________________________ 
______________________________ 

What branches did you explore? 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

How did you keep them connected to Christ? 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

How has your testimony of Christ increased? 
______________________________ 
______________________________ 

What can you do  
about the light  
in their eyes?  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The Spirit, voice of goodness, whispers to our hearts a better choice than evil’s 
anguished cries. Loud may the sound of hope ring till all doubt departs, and we are 
bound to him by loving ties. ~ Hymn 113 

Meet the Authors, Thom and Tresta Neil  
We are happy parents of eight wonderful children. We met in a nursing home in 
Provo, Utah. Thom is from New Hampshire and served a LDS mission in Italy. 
I’m from New Mexico and served a LDS mission in the Netherlands. Thom 
waited for me as I served and we were married shortly after my return. After we 
had our first four children (in 4 1/2 years) Thom brought up his desire to 
homeschool. I thought he was mad! After much persuading I decided to try it 
and have never looked back! We love what homeschooling has done for our 
family! 
Together we are the founders of Called to Learn where you’ll find hundred of 
educational videos and homeschool stories. We enjoy hosting online 
conferences, presenting, broadcasting and blogging. 
Check out our unique resumes: Thom delivered half a dozen sets of twins as a 
teenager and Tresta sat on a cactus. More… here. 

Our Mission 
✦ Provide resources and ideas to implement the gospel of Jesus Christ into 

all learning and bring individuals closer to Christ through quality, spirit 
lead presentations. 

✦ Improving personal study, relationships with family, how to teach in a 
variety of circumstances, including how to deal with awkward situations 

✦ Promote family learning patterned after the temple; using doctrine and 
principle based teaching. 

for books, services, videos, course, etc. see 
university.CalledtoLearn.com 
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   Quotes with eyes

 

 

 

  

 

© 2018  Called to Learn � Page �  of �13 13


