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Our approach to teaching should be driven by our goal. 

What is my goal in being a teacher? When I am fi nished being a teacher, what is it that I want to have 
accomplished? 
 
Once we determine our goal, we should adjust our techniques to reach that goal. 
However, people oft en have the right goal, but they have not adjusted their approach to fi t their goal. 

Oft en times there is a disconnect between what we want to accomplish and what we are doing. 

We have inherited a goal. One that was passed to us by our church denomination, or by the teachers who 
have taught in our church in years past. 

Our goal usually is to teach the Bible to children or to teach children the Bible. 
What is the diff erence?

Teach the Bible to children

Teach children the Bible

But there is an even better goal.

Th is is where the Bible comes before people. Content fi rst, and audience is a second thought. Th is 
requires no creativity, no application, no visual helps, etc. As teachers, we just need to know more Bible 
than our students, and teach it to them. When time runs out, you stop teaching.

Th is method is more focused on the children. Th e children in my class need to 
know the Bible. Th is means we have to be more creative, more passionate, and to 
actually be amazing teachers. When I’m done, I want these kids to know the Bible. 
Th is is a worthy goal. It is not a bad goal. 
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If you are honest, you know that all our churches have problems. But the problems in your church are not 
between non-believers and believers. No. Th e real problems in our churches are between believers. Churches 
don’t have problems because people don’t know enough Bible. Churches have problems because people are 
not applying IT! 

Churches do not have problems because they have not heard the parable of the unforgiving servant. 
Churches have problems because people are not LIVING the principle Jesus presented in that parable.

If spiritual maturity was synonymous with Bible knowledge, then these two goals would be just fi ne.

If you need proof, just look at the Pharisees!

Jesus said to them, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when he becomes one, you make him 
twice as much a son of hell as you are. Woe to you blind guides!”
“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed 
tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones 
and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous 
but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”

Spiritual maturity is always judged by application. If it were judged by knowledge, the Pharisees would not 
have received this rebuke from Jesus.

In fact, there is no blessing for knowledge. Jesus cares about our actions. He is not looking for white-washed 
tombs. 

James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

Check out this example, also from the book of James:

James 1:23-24 “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at 
his face in a mirror and, aft er looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.” 

Looking in the mirror, gasping, but then just moving on will not help.

Knowing is irrelevant. Jesus wants us LIVE the truths from the Bible, not just memorize them. Th e only 
benefi t from knowing a truth is if it helps us to apply it to our lives.

Matthew 23: 15-16, 27-28
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We can apply this in two ways. 
1. Th e children we are teaching: 

Th e children memorizing and learning things is irrelevant. Knowing doesn’t count for anything. LIVING 
the Bible is what is important! We must teach them in such a way as to inspire and train them to ACTION.

2. Our lives as teachers:
Knowing how to be a good teacher is irrelevant. Knowing what you ought to do is nothing. Doing it is 
everything.

Action is what spiritual maturity IS!  “Doing” is it!
Th e diff erence is in the doing, NOT in the knowing.
When we get to heaven, there will not be a Bible quiz. We will be judged on how we lived, but we will not be 
handed a test regarding Bible facts.

Th is means that our approach should be all about motivating our students and training our students to DO 
what the Bible says! Th at is what makes a diff erence in the world, and how spiritual maturity is judged.

How does this relate to Sunday school teachers?

1. What do my students need to know? 
      Information 
Th is is the BURDEN you have to unload.

2. Why do my students need to know it? 
      Motivation 

Th is is the key to developing tension in your introduction. If you can answer this question, 
it will fuel you. If the audience members are not convinced they need to know what you are 
about to tell them, it is perceived as irrelevant.

Th is is a much harder approach, and it requires more creativity. It requires less text and more life. It’s actually 
more work. Teach less for more.
It is better to take a handful of truths and cycle back over them over and over and over again.

What are the key principles that our children need? Go back and cover those again. 
You cover less, you communicate more. You get your students to apply more.
In this stage of life, what is it that they are going to be tempted not to do, and what things do they need to do. 
Since we are waging a war, we don’t need irrelevant information.

If you are with me to get the Bible in action in our lives, then here are 5 ideas to help you do that in each class 
you teach. Ask yourself, what do my students need to know, why do they need to know it, what should they 
do about it, why should they do it, and how can I help them do it?

Th e goal of Sunday school should be to teach children how to live a life that refl ects 
the values, principles and truths of the Bible.
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3. What do my students need to do? 
      Application 
Assign homework. Have your students write a letter to their parents to thank them for 
something. What can I ask them to do specifi cally? What can we assign that takes them to the 
next level?

4. Why do my students need to do it? 
      Inspiration
Imagine if all of us loved our “enemies” at school like Jesus asked us to. Th is is WHY we need to 
do it. Imagine if WE all began to do it. Pull up a chair and talk to your students. Be inspirational 
and dream with them.  

5. What can I do to help my students remember? 
      Reiteration
Send something home with your students to help them remember.  Example: Give everyone an 
inexpensive fl ower, and ask them to put it somewhere and let it die. Watch it die. Use the dead 
fl ower as a reminder of what happens in friendships with others when you ignore them! Get 
creative! Use fridge magnets, memory verse cards, notes, plastic economic things, free CD of 
music or a message, or whatever small thing you can get to help them remember.

As you become better and better at focusing on application to life, you will fi nd that you have changed the 
way you teach class to fi t your goals. As an added bonus in my life, the more I focused on life-change in my 
students, the more I found myself changing as well.

Th erefore, let us stop making excuses, putting it off , complaining about it, dreaming about it, whining about 
it, crying about it, believing we can’t, worrying if we can, waiting until we are older, more beautiful, richer, 
braver, or all round better. Instead, let’s toughen up, hold on tight, say a prayer, make a plan and… and just 
do it.

Instead of teaching the Bible to children, or teaching children the Bible; we will teach children to LIVE the 
Bible!

He who tries might lose, but he who doesn’t try 
has already lost.
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