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Mark C. Higgins, ASA, is President of Higgins, Marcus & Lovett, Inc., a business valuation firm 
based in Los Angeles, California.  The firm conducts valuation studies of both publicly and 
privately held businesses for a variety of purposes, including merger and acquisition, eminent 
domain, federal estate and gift taxes, income taxes, financial reporting, ESOP valuation, and 
litigation support. 
 
Mr. Higgins graduated cum laude with a B.S. in Finance and Business Economics from the 
University of Southern California, where he later received his M.B.A. with honors.  He is an 
Accredited Senior Appraiser of the American Society of Appraisers (the “ASA”) in the 
discipline of Business Valuation.  He is a past chairman of the business valuation committee of 
the ASA’s Los Angeles chapter.  Mr. Higgins has been qualified in various superior courts and 
in U.S. Tax Court as an expert witness in valuation matters and has provided testimony in 
numerous cases and in settlement hearings with the Internal Revenue Service. 
   
Prior to joining Higgins, Marcus & Lovett, Inc., Mr. Higgins held a variety of management 
positions with Security Pacific Bank and Wells Fargo Bank.  He has worked extensively with 
business owners and financial, legal, and accounting professionals, advising them on matters 
related to business valuation and treasury management.  He has advised a wide range of 
businesses - from the Fortune 500 to the middle market - that represent a broad array of business 
sectors throughout the U.S.  He served six years in the U.S. Navy and Naval Reserve.  He is also 
active in a number of civic and professional organizations.  He has been a speaker at numerous 
regional and national conferences on subjects related to appraisal, financial management and 
banking. 
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EDUCATION 

 University of Southern California 
 Bachelor of Science, Finance & Business Economics, 1986, cum laude 
 Master of Business Administration, 1996 
 Member of Beta Gamma Sigma and Golden Key honor societies 
 

Various continuing education required to establish and maintain the Accredited Senior 
Appraiser designation.  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 1994 to present 
 Higgins, Marcus & Lovett, Inc. 
 President 
 

President of a business valuation firm based in Los Angeles, California.  The firm 
conducts valuation studies of both publicly and privately held businesses for a 
variety of purposes, including merger and acquisition, eminent domain, federal 
estate and gift taxes, income taxes, financial reporting, ESOP valuation, and 
litigation support. 

 
 1992 to 1994 
 Wells Fargo Bank 
 Vice President & Manager 

Managed the team of professionals responsible for marketing Wells Fargo’s 
commercial and corporate lending, cash management, foreign exchange, and 
international trade services.  Held prior position as Vice President and Group 
Product Manager responsible for managing a group of commercial banking 
products. 

 
 1986 to 1992 
 Bank of America (and formerly Security Pacific National Bank) 
 Vice President, Senior Product Manager 

Held a variety of management positions in the commercial and merchant banking 
areas of these two large financial institutions.  Member of the commercial 
business integration team for the BofA/Security Pacific merger, then the largest 
merger in banking history. 
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

American Society of Appraisers 
 Member since 1995 
 Accredited Senior Appraiser, Business Valuation  
 Past member of Governing Board, Los Angeles Chapter 
 Past chairman of Business Valuation Committee, Los Angeles Chapter 

Forensic Expert Witness Association 
 Member 

LECTURES, TEACHING and PUBLICATIONS 

2015; How to Determine the Proper Valuation to Use in Wealth Transfer Strategies; 52nd Annual 
Hawaii Tax Institute 

2015; Succession Planning for Closely Held Business Owners; Expert Webcast 

2015; Determining Reasonable Compensation: How to Deal with the Data; BVR Webcast 

2015; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2015; The True Face of American Business; Jonathan Senate 

2015; The Art of Acquiring a Family Owned Business; Expert Webcast 

2014; Valuation Update: from Planning to the Courtroom; The 34th Annual Southern California 
Tax & Estate Planning Forum 

2014; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2014; Business Valuation – A Practical Review; University of San Diego School of Law  

2014; Business Valuations and Federal Taxes; North County Estate Planning Council – San 
Diego 

2014; Tax Valuation Techniques and Procedures; CalCPA Education Foundation 2014 Advanced 
Estate Planning Institute 

2013; Valuations – Key Concepts in Succession Planning; Western CPE Annual Family Wealth 
and Business Succession Planning Conference 

2013; Valuation – A Core Concept in Estate and Succession Planning; The 33rd Annual Southern 
California Tax & Estate Planning Forum  

2013; The True Face of American Business, A View from the Front Lines; Glendale Kiwanis 

2013; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2013; Don’t Leave Home Without It; State Bar of California 21st Annual Estate and Gift Tax 
Conference 
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2012; A Practical Approach to Working With Business Appraisers; California Business Law 
Practitioner 

2012; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2012; Appraisals: How to Get and Defend a Good One; State Bar of California 20th Annual 
Estate and Gift Tax Conference 

2011; Valuation – the Core Concept in Succession Planning:  New Cases, New Strategies and 
Old Pitfalls; The Southern California Tax & Estate Planning Forum  

2011; The Importance of a Good Appraisal:  What the Government Appraisers Have to Say; 
Annual Meeting of the California Tax Bar  

2011; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2010; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2009; A Fresh and Practical Look at Valuation and Discount Reports; Annual Meeting of the 
California Tax Bar 

2009; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2008; New Developments in Transfer Tax Valuation; Annual Meeting of the California Tax Bar 

2008; Valuation of the Target – How Should the Buyer Approach Valuation; USC Marshall MBA 
Program 

2007; Perspectives on Value; USC Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

2007; So What’s it Worth - a View from the Trenches; USC Marshall MBA Program 

2007; The Value of American Business; USC Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

2006; Valuing Companies in a Changing World; Los Angeles County Bar Association, Business 
Law Update 

2006; Practical Advice for Managing Business Goodwill Issues; California Redevelopment 
Association Legal Issues Symposium 

2006; So What’s it Worth - a View from the Trenches; USC Marshall MBA Program 

2006; The Value of American Business; USC Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

2005; Valuing Private Companies - a Briefing for Professional Advisors; Family Business 
Roundtable 

2005; The Value of American Business; USC Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

2004; 706 Estate Tax Return Considerations That Make a Difference; Seminar w/ Clark & 
Trevithick; Glendale 

2004; FLPs/LLCs Family Entity Audit Panel; California Tax Bar 2004 Annual Conference 

2004; 706 Estate Tax Return Considerations That Make a Difference; Seminar w/ Clark & 
Trevithick; Santa Monica 
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2004; Thorny Issues in Goodwill Matters; California Redevelopment Association Legal Issues 
Symposium 

2004; The Value of American Business; USC Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

2004; Valuation War Stories; Vernon Rotary 

2004; So What’s it Worth?; USC Marshall MBA program 

2004; The Changing Face of American Business; Jonathan Senate Group 

2004; Three Wrongs Don’t Make a Right; State Bar of California 12th Annual Estate and Gift Tax 
Conference 

2003; Critical Update on Planning with Family Limited Partnerships and LLCs; Seminar w/ 
Clark & Trevithick; Pasadena 

2003; Challenges in Compensating Business Owners in Eminent Domain Actions; California 
Redevelopment Association Legal Issues Symposium 

2003; Advanced Strategies for Maximizing the Benefits of Partnerships & LLCs; Seminar w/ 
Clark & Trevithick 

2003; The Appraisal Process, Valuing the Closely Held Business; MCLE training for Sheppard 
Mullin Richter & Hampton 

2003; Business Valuation for Buy-Sell Agreements; ADP, Union Bank, and Clark & Trevithick 
program for CPAs 

2003; The Value of American Business; USC Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies 

2002; The Rule of Thumb Conundrum; American Society of Appraisers International Conference 

2002; Business Goodwill Appraisal - a View From the Trenches; California Redevelopment 
Association Legal Issues Symposium  

2002; Partnerships, LLCs and LLPs - Organization and Operation in California; Lorman 
Education Services 

2001; Valuation for Buy-Sell Agreements; ADP, BofA, and Clark & Trevithick CPA program 

2001; Partnerships, LLCs and LLPs - Organization and Operation in California; Lorman 
Education Services 

2000; The Valuation of Family Limited Partnerships; MCLE training for Hart, King & Coldren 

1998; Appraising The Closely Held Business; Associated Securities Corporation SoCal Study 
Group 

1997; Appraising The Closely Held Business; TEC 568 Meeting 

1995; The Valuation of Family Limited Partnerships; Trusts and Estates magazine 

EXPERT DESIGATIONS and TESTIMONY 

American Arbitration Association 
JAMS 
Kings County Superior Court 
Los Angeles County Superior Court 
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Orange County Superior Court 
Riverside County Superior Court 
San Bernardino County Superior Court 
Santa Barbara County Superior Court 
Tulare County Superior Court 
United States Tax Court 

ORGANIZATIONS and COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

 Florence Crittenton Center 
 Non-profit residential care facility founded in 1892 
 Director from 1998 to 2007 
 Former secretary, treasurer, and chairman of Finance Committee 

Frank D. Lanterman Regional Center 
 Non-profit foundation serving the developmentally disabled 
 Director from 2008 to 2015 
 Past president, former treasurer 

Glendale Unified School District 
 Past member of Executive Board of District Advisory Committee 

Jonathan Club 
 Member since 1986 
 Past president, former treasurer, former director  

Los Angeles Railroad Heritage Foundation 
 Director, member of Investment Committee 

Rotary Club of Los Angeles 
 Member since 1995 
 Past director and member of Executive Committee  
 Past chairman, Community Service Grants Committee 
 Paul Harris Fellow 

 
University of California, Los Angeles; Continuing Education and UCLA Extension 

 Founding member of Dean’s Advisory Board (2007 – 2011)  
  
     University of Southern California 

 Guest lecturer in business school at undergraduate and graduate level   
 Member of Marshall Business Alumni Association  
 Former coach/mentor to undergraduate finance students in Career Advantage 

Program 


