For families with children ages 3 to 6

Triumphal Entry

Together Time
A Crowd Welcomes Jesus: Matthew 21:1-11

Matthew 16:16
Matthew 21
describes
how a crowd
of people
rushed to
shout praises as Jesus rode toward the
city of Jerusalem. Others looked on in
confusion. With all the excitement, their
curiosity grew. They soon asked, “Who
is He?”

Find this verse in a
family Bible. Create a
cheer with the Bible
verse to repeat together
throughout the week.
This week, help your child remember:

We can praise Jesus.

Is your child curious to know who Jesus
is? Does your child see you becoming
excited as you read Bible stories about
Jesus and pray to Him?
It is easy for the home to become so
busy that family members are left
unaware of the presence of Jesus.
Take time this week to fill your
home with excitement and praise as
you welcome Jesus into each day!

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Thank You, God, for Your Son, Jesus!

Donkey Fun. Jesus asked His disciples to
find and bring to Him a donkey and her colt.
This week, make arrangements for your family to
go and see a donkey at a farm or petting zoo. Or
play a game of Pin the Tail on the Donkey. Have
a contest to see who can make the best donkey
sounds. Together, praise Jesus as the crowd
did when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the
donkey’s colt.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

God, thank You for this great day.
I love Jesus!
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Jesus’ Resurrection

Together Time
Jesus Is Alive! Matthew 28:1-10

Matthew 16:16
How does your
familycelebrate
birthdays or
holidays? What
other occasions
doyoucelebratetogether?Promotions?Good
grades? Do you prepare favorite meals? Do
you call or e-mail family members when you
have good news to share?

Show your child the two parts
of the Bible—Old Testament and
New Testament. Find Matthew
16:16 in a family Bible. Read and
say the verse together.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus is alive!

Jesus is alive! What a reason to celebrate. Make
this a week of celebration. Share your favorite
Bible stories of Jesus’ time on earth. Choose a
praise song to sing to Jesus each day. Prepare
a family e-mail to send to friends or relatives
telling what you did on Resurrection Sunday.
Together, thank God that Jesus is alive! Help
your child understand that every day
can be a day of celebration because
Jesus
lives and loves us more than we can
ever imagine.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Breakfast Celebration. Schedule
a day when everyone in your family can
eat breakfast together. Make your family’s
favorite breakfast foods. Enjoy eating and talking
together. At the conclusion of breakfast, read
Matthew 28:1-10. Pray and thank God for Jesus.
Take turns sharing with each other activities
you will be doing in the day ahead. Conclude
by praying for one another.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Hallelujah! Jesus is alive!
Dear God, help us to tell others that
Jesus is alive.
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Lesson 1

Together Time
Jesus Stops a Storm: Mark 4:35-41

Psalm 147:5
At some point in
time, most of us
have been afraid
during a storm.
Jesus’ disciples
were afraid as strong winds blew and waves
splashed over the sides of their boat. Can you
imagine how His followers felt when Jesus
calmed the storm? Do you ever pray for that
same stillness to come over your household?

Find this verse in a family
Bible. Design a masking tape
boat somewhere in the house.
Jump in and out of the boat
while stating the Bible verse.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus has power to stop a storm.

As a parent, you can help your child understand
and grow in his ability to overcome fears. Love
and encourage your child so that he becomes
confident of God’s love and ever-present care.
You may not be able to calm all the tossing
winds of today’s bumps and bruises, but
you will be preparing your child to
withstand the storms of life that may
come tomorrow.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Jesus, You have great power!

Rain, Rain, Go Away. Play a rain game.
Create the sounds of a thunder-storm by
snapping your fingers, sliding your hands
together, and clapping your hands on your
thighs. Allow each family member to pick a
movement. Practice multiple times. Begin the
simulation quietly; then grow louder and
faster. On cue, stop! Read the Bible story in
Mark 4:35-41 and talk about how Jesus
has power to stop a storm!

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

God, help me to trust You when
I am afraid.
Our Lord is great!
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Lesson 2

Together Time
Jesus Heals a Young Girl: Luke 8:41, 42, 49-56

Psalm 147:5
Jairus knew
that when
his daughter
needed help,
Jesus was the
answer. Jesus is the answer for your child’s
needs too. Regularly pray for your child. Ask
Jesus to supply your child’s needs. Listen to
Jesus’ voice when He says to you, “Don’t be
afraid. Just believe” (Luke 8:50).
God loves families and desires to be a part
of their everyday lives. There is no greater
gift you can give your family than a legacy
of faith. As Jesus answers your prayers, your
child will see God’s power, and the faith
legacy will go on for generations to
come.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Jesus, help mommies and daddies to
be wise.

Find this verse in a family
Bible. Take a walk with
your child. Every few
steps, stop and recite the
Bible verse.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus has power to help families.

Family Night. Ask your children to
pick a family activity for the evening. Play
table games, venture to a local park, or play
backyard games. Take a small break during
the fun to share how thankful you are for your
family. Talk about ways God helps your family.
Thank God for giving
us family!

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Dear God, thank You for grandparents
and other people who care for me.
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Lesson 3

Together Time
Jesus Feeds a Crowd: John 6:1-14

Psalm 147:5
Parenting is not
always an easy
task. Just when
you think you
have answered
all of the “why” questions possible, a sweet
little voice rings again. Comfort is found in
knowing that God knows the answers to all of
our questions and our needs.

Find this verse in a family Bible.
Write the verse on a fish shape
cut from construction paper. Take
turns hiding the fish. When the
fish is found, shout out the verse.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus has power to give us what we need.

When we ask God to provide for our needs,
we must trust Him to know what is best.
Many parents feel guilty when children
ask for things they cannot afford to buy.
Recognize that young children have limited
ability to comprehend money and the costs
of living. Teach your child to know that,
although having enough money to buy
food and clothes is necessary, the best
things in life cannot be bought. Turn
the “whys” into thanksgiving. God gives us
just what we need—and more!

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Thank You, God, for food to eat.

Are You Hungry? Think of someone
to prepare a meal for—a neighbor, an
elderly couple, a couple with a new baby, or
someone else. As a family, prepare and deliver
a home-cooked meal. Along the way, share
how your family helped Jesus in giving food to
people who needed it, just like the boy in this
week’s Bible story. Thank God because Jesus
gives us what we need and we can share
with others.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Thank You, God, for clothes to wear.
Thank You, God, for our beds to
sleep in.
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Lesson 4

Together Time
Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind: John 9:1-11

Psalm 147:5
What a
glorious
moment it
must have
been when the
man born blind could suddenly see! Not
only was he able to see the world around
him, but he also saw Jesus. Your child sees
Jesus through you. Her first glimpse of
God’s love was when you held her in your
arms for the first time.

Find this verse in a family
Bible. As a family, recite
the Bible words as a
prayer before eating a
meal together.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus has power to help people.

Treasure the valuable moments of sharing
how much God loves and cares for your
child each day. Help your child understand
that her worth is priceless, no matter what
difficulties or disabilities she may endure.
As your child grows, she will be
able to look into the mirror and
see a child of God.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with your
child this week.

What We See. As a family, sit in a circle
with all eyes tightly closed. Talk about
what it is like to see only darkness. Review the
Bible story of Jesus healing a man who was
born blind (John 9:1-11). One at a time, ask a
family member to open his eyes. Take turns
describing items to see while other family
members guess the objects.
Pray and thank God for the blessing
of sight.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Dear Jesus, thank You for my eyes.
Jesus, I want to help people as You did.
Thank You, Jesus, for healing the man
born blind.
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Lesson 5

Together Time
Jesus Heals 10 Men: Luke 17:11-19

Psalm 147:5
When
someone
shows love
to you by
giving you a
gift, you should be thankful. God blesses
each of us in countless ways each day.
We should thank Him. Jesus deserves
our thanks too. Yet in Luke 17, we read
that only 1 out of 10 men whom Jesus
healed returned to thank Jesus.

Find this verse in a family Bible.
Recite the verse this week in
sets of 10—10 times at a meal,
10 times before going out to
play, and so on.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus has power to heal people.

Being thankful is often overlooked in
homes as we hurry through our daily
lives. Lay the foundation for a thankful
home. Help your child make and send
thank-you notes for gifts received. Make
a practice of saying please and thank
you in everyday family situations.
Together with your child, thank God
for your food, clothing, and shelter.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Thank You, Jesus! On a poster board,
have each family member draw pictures
illustrating some ways God cares for him.
Share the pictures and thank God for all the
ways He cares for your family. Display the family
masterpiece in a spot where it can be seen as a
daily reminder of God’s constant and wonderful
care.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

God, I am glad You know everything
about me.
Thank You, God, for helping me when
I am sick.
Jesus, I love You!
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Lesson 6

Together Time
Jesus Brings Lazarus Back to Life: John 11:1-7, 17-44

Psalm 147:5
The Bible tells
in John 11 how
Jesus called
Lazarus from
the tomb and
Lazarus came out alive! The concept of death
may not seem very real to a child, unless she
has recently experienced the death of a pet or
family member.

Find this verse in a family
Bible. As a family, think of hand
motions you can do for selected
words of the verse. Say the
verse and do the motions.
This week, help your child remember:

Jesus is God’s Son.

Don’t be afraid to discuss death with your
child. Be honest when answering questions
about how people feel when someone dies.
Acknowledge and respect your child’s feelings.
Assure your child that it is okay to cry or to
want to be alone. Share what the Bible says
about death and life. Emphasize that when
someone who is a Christian dies, the
person will go to Heaven. Share how
much God cares for all people. Jesus is
God’s Son and He is more powerful than
death!

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Jesus is God’s Son!

God’s Son. Children love creative
activities where they can express
themselves. Prepare an area on a table
with protective covering. Provide paper,
paints, glitter, and other art supplies. Ask
each family member to create a picture that
shows a favorite Bible story about Jesus.
After the pictures dry, hang them and
celebrate that Jesus is God’s Son.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Praise God! Jesus brought Lazarus
back to life!
Jesus, You have great power.
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Lesson 7

Together Time
The Church Follows Jesus: Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37

Mark 16:15
The book of
Acts tells how
new followers
of Jesus wanted
Jesus’ special
helpers to teach them how to live their lives
to please Jesus. You have the privilege of
being one of Jesus’ helpers as you teach your
child to please Jesus.
A difficult concept for young children to
grasp is sharing with one another. It is
important to teach your child that sharing is
a demonstration of Jesus’ love. Plan special
times when you and your child will share
something with another individual or family.
Throughout the day, encourage and
affirm family members whom you see
sharing with each other.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Thank You, God, for teachers at church
who share about the Bible.

Find this verse in a
family Bible. Call some
friends from your church
and share the Bible verse
with them.
This week, help your child remember:

We can share with friends at church.

Mold and Share. Purchase or make
homemade modeling dough. (Various recipes
are available on the Internet.)
Sit down as a family and sculpt some fun
shapes. Discuss the importance of sharing Jesus’
love with others. Encourage your children to
take their sculpted shapes and give them to
friends or neighbors.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

God, help me remember to share with
my friends at church.
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Lesson 8

Together Time
Saul Begins to Follow Jesus: Acts 9:1-22

Mark 16:15
Acts 9 tells how
Saul came to
follow Jesus.
God’s Word
teaches that
parents are responsible for the spiritual
growth of their children. But parents must
first commit to following Jesus themselves.
“Come follow me,” Jesus said (Matthew 4:19).

Find this verse in a family
Bible. Write the verse on
a card and post it in your
family car. While stopped at
a stop sign, recite the verse
together.
This week, help your child remember:

We can follow Jesus.

The way you follow Jesus is vital to your
child’s spiritual development. Does your
child see you listening to Jesus through the
study of His Word? Do you demonstrate
faithfully loving and obeying Jesus, even
when you have to wait for an answer to
your prayers? Think of ways this week to be
intentional about showing how you and
your child
can follow Jesus together.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Following the Leader. Have the
family form a line and take turns being
the leader. The leader will lead the group in
displaying actions or attitudes that show they
are following Jesus. (Examples: Giving someone a
hug shows love or care for others. Shaking hands
shows friendship.) After everyone has had a
turn at being the leader, talk about how they
learn from Jesus.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Jesus, I want to follow You.
Help me, Jesus, to work with all my heart.
Thank You for ______________ (missionary’s
name) who tells others about Jesus.
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Lesson 9

Together Time
Lydia Follows Jesus: Acts 16:13-15

Mark 16:15
Following Jesus
requires us to
listen to Him
and learn what
He wants for our
lives. This week, share with your child various
ways to learn about Jesus.

Bookmark this verse in a
family Bible. Help your
child locate the verse in
the Bible, and repeat
it together.
This week, help your child remember:

We can learn about Jesus.

• Choose and read favorite Bible story picture
books about Jesus.
• Look at a Bible. Read verses from Matthew–
John where Jesus is talking to
and teaching people.
• Sing favorite songs about Jesus.
• Share a personal story that helped
you learn something about following
Jesus.
The time you spend together will
help your child understand that
learning to follow Jesus can
be both fun and rewarding.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with your
child this week.

Thank You, God, for the Bible.

Bible Verse Scavenger Hunt. Select
several Bible verses that are your family’s
favorites. In a family Bible, place a paper heart
where each verse is located. Take turns finding
the hearts. When a heart is located, read the
verse aloud. Talk about how much we learn
about Jesus from the Bible. Thank God for
giving us His Word.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

God, thank You for (insert name) who
tells me about Jesus.
Thank You, God, for my church.
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Lesson 10

Together Time
The Jailer Follows Jesus: Acts 16:16-34

Mark 16:15
Young children
often demonstrate
excitement when
they sing. They may
jump up and down,
movearound,pretendtoplayinstruments,orsingin
loud voices. Children enjoy making up songs about
topics they know.
Jesus taught, “’Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, soul and mind.’ This is the first
and most important command” (Matthew 22:37,
38). Take time this week to encourage your child as
she sings songs about Jesus.
Join your child in singing those songs.
Have sing-along times with Christian CDs.
Discuss what the songs teach about
following Jesus. Sing “with all your
heart, soul and mind” as you share the
joy of the Lord.

Find this verse in a family
Bible. Make up a song
using the Bible words.
Sing the song together
throughout the week.
This week, help your child remember:

We can sing and tell about Jesus.

Family Sing-Along. Set aside a time
with your family to praise Jesus. Gather
and take turns leading your favorite worship
songs. Look around the house and create
your own band instruments—wooden spoon
“drum sticks,” pan lid “cymbals,” and so on.
Celebrate together singing favorite songs
that tell about Jesus!

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Jesus, I want to follow You like the friends
in our Bible story did.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

Thank You, God, for my friend (insert
name).
Jesus really is the Son of God!
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Lesson 11

Together Time

Paul Helps People Follow Jesus: A
 cts 28:16, 30, 31 and selected verses from
Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians

Mark 16:15
Children cannot
wait to tell
something that
excites them.
When we have
good news, we want to share it! As followers of
Jesus, we have very good news. The good news
of God sending His Son, Jesus, to save and to
help us is the best news ever.
Begin in your own home to tell this good news.
Your child will learn to tell about Jesus from
your example. Model an excitement when
telling Bible stories of Jesus. Be enthusiastic
when you sing songs about Him. Use bright
colors as you draw or
color pictures of Jesus to hang around your
home.
Make every room in your home a
place where you tell your child how
much Jesus loves and cares for him.

Use these thoughts at
mealtimes, bedtimes, or other
times when you pray with
your child this week.

Find this verse in a family
Bible. Purchase an inflatable
world-globe ball to toss back
and forth as you say the
Bible verse with your child.
This week, help your child remember:

We can tell about Jesus.

House Arrest. Gather the family and
make paper-chain handcuffs. Chain one
person to a chair. Have another person act as a
house guard. The person chained to the chair can
tell something about Jesus.
Then the person can be “released” and another
person takes his place. Review the Bible story
of Paul in Acts 28:16, 30, 31. Pray and ask God
to help your family be brave like Paul when
telling others about Jesus.

Articles by
Wendy Wagoner

God, show me who I need to tell
about Jesus.
Jesus, I will follow You by choosing to
do what is right.
Thank You, God, for Your Son, Jesus.
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