
Learning Progression: Cooperation with Peers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Data-Driven Decision Making Directions: 
1. Gather information by observing and interacting with children to learn how they demonstrate cooperation 

with other children. 
• Gather information across at least three different sessions. A session can be a situation (e.g., choosing 

roles in dramatic play center), location (e.g., playground), activity (e.g., free choice time), and/or date.  
• Talk with family members and/or other caregivers about ways that children cooperate with other 

children at home or in the community. 
• For additional information, see Key Terms and Additional Supports. 

 
2. Document children’s play/work with peers and social behaviors on the recording forms.  

• When completing the recording forms, include a brief statement about each session such as the date and 
the activity name or the location of the interaction/observation. 

• Play/Work with Peers Recording Form: Place a check mark in the Session column for each type of play 
observed. Check all that apply. Include a description of the play and notes that may help identify 
patterns and trends, such as play partner(s) or activity preferences. 

• Social Behaviors Recording Form: Place a tally mark in the Session column each time a social behavior 
is observed. Pay attention to which behaviors are demonstrated independently and which ones require 
adult modeling or support.  

• For additional information, see Key Terms and Additional Supports. 
 
3.  Summarize the information numerically. 

• Play/Work with Peers: Total the number of times you observe a children participating in each type of 
play across sessions.  

• Social Behaviors: Total the social behaviors you observe for each session.  
• For additional information, see Key Terms and Additional Supports. 

 
4. Analyze the information by looking across sessions for patterns and trends: 

• Ask yourself questions such as: 
• Does the child tend to play alone, choose certain play partners, or is he/she open to playing with a 

variety of children in different activities/situations?  
• Does the child tend to initiate and direct play or respond to the direction of others?  
• Are there certain situations where the child demonstrates more positive social behaviors? 
• Were the child’s social behaviors very different from one observation to the next, or relatively 

consistent? 
• Does the child consistently require adult assistance to demonstrate positive social behaviors?  

• For additional information, see Key Terms and Additional Supports. 
 

5. Interpret by drawing conclusions about the child’s behaviors related to cooperation with peers. 
• Draw conclusions using the information you analyzed. 
• Use your conclusions to rate the child’s performance on the Cooperation with Peers Learning 

Progression.

Ways to Support Cooperation with Peers: Model cooperative behavior. Encourage children to support one another. 
Group children so they can solve challenges together. Help children think about different perspectives when solving 
problems. Encourage children to play with new friends and to be inclusive of others. Play games that foster cooperation. 
Read stories where characters cooperate with one another. Talk about times when characters in stories don’t cooperate 
and what happens as a result of their actions. Partner children with a variety of children for different activities. Provide 
toys that encourage cooperation and collaboration. Celebrate cooperative behaviors when you see them.  

 



 
Cooperation with Peers Learning Progression: Play/Work with Peers Recording Form (Multiple Children) 
 

Play/Work with Peers Recording Form (Multiple Children) 
 
Observer Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Watch and interact with children across a variety of activities and situations. Check the types of play observed. 
Include notes about the context including where you observed the child, what he/she was doing, and who was involved. 
 

Child’s Name: 
 
 
 

 

Session 1 
o Associative Play 
o Cooperative Play 
o Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 

Session 2 
o Associative Play 
o Cooperative Play 
o Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 

Session 3 
o Associative Play 
o Cooperative Play 
o Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 

Child’s Summary 
Total: 

Associative Play ______    Cooperative Play  ______    Mature Make Believe Play ______ 

Child’s Name: 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 1 
Associative Play 
Cooperative Play 
Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 2 
Associative Play 
Cooperative Play 
Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 
 

Session 3 
Associative Play 
Cooperative Play 
Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 
 

Child’s Summary 
Total: 

Associative Play ______    Cooperative Play  ______    Mature Make Believe Play ______ 
 

Child’s Name: 
 
 
 
 

Session 1 
o Associative Play 
o Cooperative Play 
o Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 

Session 2 
o Associative Play 
o Cooperative Play 
o Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 

Session 3 
o Associative Play 
o Cooperative Play 
o Mature Make Believe Play 
 
Description of Play and Notes:  
 
 
 

Child’s Summary 
Total: 

Associative Play ______    Cooperative Play  ______    Mature Make Believe Play ______ 

  

 



 
Social Behaviors Recording Form (Multiple Children) 

 
Observer Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Observe the ways in which children demonstrate social behaviors. Tally the behaviors. 
 

 
Common Social Behaviors 

Child’s Name:  Child’s Name:  Child’s Name:  

Session Session Session Session Session Session Session Session Session 

Takes turns          

Shares and exchanges materials          

Helps peers in need and/or distress          

Greets peers          

Joins peers in an activity or at a 
location 

         

Remains with a group          

Maintains positive interaction with 
peer(s) 

         

Initiates preferred activities with peers          

Manages feelings when playing with 
peers 

         

Adapts to peers’ preferences or 
interests 

         

Balances needs and rights of self and 
others 

         

Shows empathy for peers          

Solves social problems with peers          

OTHER:          

OTHER:          

OTHER:          

Summary/Total behaviors:          

Analyze Patterns and Trends: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 



 
 

Key Terms and Additional Supports 
 
Key Terms: Types of Play 

• Associative Play: Children play separately from one another, but interact or engage with others. 
For example, children may play independently at the block center but comment on each others’ 
creations or share blocks with one another. 

• Cooperative Play: Children play with one another. They use their social skills as they engage 
with other children. For example, children may play together to build a tower with blocks, play a 
game, or assemble a puzzle. 

• Mature Make Believe Play: Children use their imagination to engage in pretend play. They may 
play different roles, use available objects to represent other objects (e.g., paper towel roll for a 
microphone, block for a telephone). This form of play allows children to practice taking turns, 
problem solving, sharing, and communicating with others.  

 
Key Terms: Social Behaviors  

• Social Behaviors include those that a child demonstrates that have an affect others as well 
as those that take place between the child and at least one other person. 

 
Support for Summarizing 

• Narrative summary idea: Write a detailed summary statement that describes the specific skills the 
child demonstrated across the multiple sessions and settings (home and school/program). Include 
enough detail that others have a clear picture of how the child cooperates with peers. The 
narrative summary should include objective, non-judgmental, and label/jargon-free words.Include 
examples to help illustrate key points and avoid including subjective words (e.g., really likes, 
seems to enjoy) or critical words (e.g., does not pay attention, cannot follow directions, doesn’t 
get along with others). Focus on what the child is able to do, is beginning to do, or does with 
assistance. If the child does not yet do or has difficulty with some behavior(s), describe these from 
strength-based perspectives. 

• Visual summary ideas:  
• Create a bar or pie graph to illustrate frequency of social behaviors across sessions. 
• Create a pie graph to illustrate the frequency of types of play across sessions. 
• Capture children’s play in photos and/or video. 
• Use the visual summary to communicate a child’s skills with family members, colleagues, and 

other caregivers along with ideas to continue to support the child’s cooperation with peers 
across settings (home and school/program). 

 
Support for Analyzing (Identifying Patterns and Trends) 

• Patterns are behaviors that repeat in predictable ways. For example, does the child demonstrate a 
wide variety of social behaviors?  

• Trends are the general direction that something is headed (i.e., determine if the child’s skills and 
behaviors are increasing, decreasing, or staying the same). For example, is the child reducing 
errors and omissions, is the child increasing the number of letters they are able to copy, and/or is 
the child increasingly expressing ideas in a written format? 

 


