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An Introduction to the Holocaust Decal Syllabus  
Mondays 5:30-7:00pm  

A Decal to further one’s knowledge of the Holocaust. We must never forget.  
  
 
Faculty Sponsor: Michael Watts (mwatts@berkeley.edu) 
Course Facilitator: Natalia Brusco (bruscon@berkeley.edu) 
 
 
Course Overview: 
This course will allow students to gain a greater understanding of the Holocaust through studying 
the history of antisemitism, Hitler’s rise to power, ghettos and concentration camps, resistance, 
and the repercussions of the Holocaust. It is important that one must not only analyze the 
Holocaust during the years it took place; but, to gain a deeper comprehension, one must look at 
the roots of antisemitism as well as the aftermath of the Holocaust. Throughout this Decal, we 
will study this history through primary and secondary sources including diaries, testimonies, and 
more. Importance will be placed on interpreting the signs of a genocide in order to learn and be 
aware of prevention and intervention.  
 
 

Course Format and Methods of Instruction 
Remote Instruction: This course will be both synchronous and remote. All classes will take 
place online every Monday from 5:30-7:00pm. A Zoom link will be provided at the beginning of 
the semester.  
 
Overall Format: The format of this course will consist of 1.5 hour class sessions combining 
active discussion and lectures. Readings, films, and clips from documentaries will also be used to 
help facilitate discussions and enhance the student’s learning. Students will be responsible for 
short bi-weekly quizzes, a mid-semester creative project, and a final project.  
 
Quizzes: Students will respond to short quizzes every two weeks on material covered in class 
and assigned readings. These quizzes are to ensure that students are understanding the concepts 
covered in class. Each quiz will be released every other Monday immediately after class 
(7:00pm) and students will have until Friday (11:59pm) to submit the quiz. Quizzes will consist 
of short answer questions and should only take students 10 minutes to complete; however, 
unlimited time is granted.  
 
Mid-Semester Creative Project: During the Holocaust, many used art as a mechanism of 
defense, cope, propaganda, and more. In collaboration with other students, or individually, create 
an art piece (whether it be a short collection of poems, a painting, a diary entry, etc.). You will be 
responsible for developing an art piece that envelops your feelings towards what we learned 
throughout the course thus far.  
 
Final Project: Write a 2-3 page research paper comparing the Holocaust with another genocide 
of your choosing, discussing the similarities and differences. This is designed so students can 
recognize the signs of a genocide and be aware of the preventative measures and intervention 
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methods. Within your final project, include an additional 1-page reflection showing the 
importance of studying the Holocaust and what your biggest take-away is from the class. Include 
how you might use this knowledge in the future. 
 
Grading Policy: Upon completion of the course, students will receive 2 units of pass/no pass 
credit. In order to receive a passing grade, students must complete all assignments with an 
average grade of 70% or more as well as attend class.  
 
 
Breakdown of Grades: 
Participation 10% 
Attendance 20% 
Quizzes 20% 
Mid-Semester Creative Project 25% 
Final Research Project 25% 

 
 
Student Accommodations: If you require any DSP accommodations for the assignments or in-
class activities, please submit a DSP accommodation letter to the Course Facilitator. You may 
also email the facilitator if you have any questions or concerns about the class.  
 
Attendance: Because of the importance of the lectures, students are only allowed to miss 2 
sessions. Any further unexcused absences will result in NP.  
 
Required Readings/Films: Any required readings and films will either be available online or 
through bcourses.  
 
Honor Code: “As a member of the UC Berkeley community, I act with honesty, integrity, and 
respect for others.”  
 
 

Course Schedule 
 
Throughout each class, we will have breakout room discussions, class discussions, and lectures.  
 
Tentative Layout of Each Class *Subject to change throughout the semester.  
Time Activity 
5:40-5:45 [Breakout Rooms] To discuss relevant films and readings completed for 

homework.  
5:45-6:15 [Lecture] First half of the day’s lecture. 
6:15-6:20  [Breakout Rooms] Guiding questions will be provided for reflection on the first 

half of the lecture.  
6:20-6:50 [Lecture] Second half of the day’s lecture.  
6:50-7:00 [Class Discussion] Guiding questions will be provided for a class discussion.  
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Further, everyone’s story deserves to be heard and remembered. In addition to the lecture for 
each class, I will share a survivor’s testimony, shedding light on specific people’s interpretations 
of what happened to them.  

 
ALL READINGS CAN BE FOUND ON BCOURSES UNDER FILES à READINGS 

THE LINKS TO ALL FILMS CAN BE FOUND ON BCOURSES UNDER FILES 
 
Lecture 1: Introduction  
This class will begin with introductions and then a brief overview of the format of the course. 
After giving an introduction to the Holocaust, a class discussion will be based off of why we 
focus so much on this particular event. Is there a right answer to this question? We will go over 
the formal definition of a “genocide” according to different sources and discuss the overall 
timeline of the Holocaust; going over who the perpetrators and the victims were.  
 
Homework (complete by Lecture 2 – homework is always due the following Monday)  
Readings:  
This Way for the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen by Tadeusz Borowski pp. 29-49 
 
Film:  
What neo-Nazis have inherited from original Nazism a DW Documentary (2019) (42 min) 
 

** 
 
Lecture 2: Background and Medieval Antisemitism  
This class will briefly go over the history of the Jewish people and discrimination. Defining 
terms relevant to this time period will include: Deicide, Witness Theory, Crusades, Abbott of 
Cluny, Jewish Ritual Murder Libel, Black Death, etc. Examples throughout history of anti-
Judaism versus anti-Semitism will be discussed. A chart that summarizes the theological and 
historical roots of antisemitism from the 1st century to the 20th century will be analyzed.  
 
Homework  
Readings:  
“The Jews and their Lies” by Martin Luther (1543)  
“German, Jewish and Neither” by Yascha Mounk  
 
Film:  
Night and Fog directed by Alain Resnais (1955) (33 min) 
 

** 
 

Lecture 3: Emancipation – Before and After  
This class will identify the key aspects of what life was like for Jews in Europe before and after 
Emancipation and what factors gave rise to Modern Antisemitism. Key terms that will be 
discussed include: Dreyfus Affair, Treaty of Versailles, Racial Theories, Kritallnacht (Night of 
Broken Glass), Weimar Republic.  
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Homework  
Readings:  
“Anonymous Girl: Lódz Ghetto,” Salvaged Pages by Alexandra Zapruder, pp. 226-242 
 
Hitlers Zweites Buch – Ein Dokument aus dem Jahr 1928, Stuttgart, 1961.  

English translation: Hitler’s Secret Book, New York, 1961, pp. 212-215. (also called 
Hitler’s Second Book) 

 
Film:  
The Murderers are Among Us directed by Wolfgang Staudte (1946) (84 min)  
 

** 
 
Lecture 4: Hitler   
This class will go over the background of Hitler’s life so students can have a better 
understanding of his profile. The Nazi’s rise to power will be looked at and key terms that will 
be discussed include: Mein Kampf, the Nazi Party Platform, the Enabling Act, Law Concerning 
the Highest State Office of the Reich, etc.  
 
Homework  
Readings:  
“Anonymous Boy: Lódz Ghetto,” Salvaged Pages by Alexandra Zapruder, pp. 361-394 
Main Ideas from Mein Kampf Handout 
The Twenty-Five Point (both the original and a condensed version will be on bcourses)  
 
Film:  
Monuments Men directed by Daniel Kontur (2014) (45 min)   
 

** 
 
Lecture 5: Pre-War Nazi Germany   
This class we will discuss the concept of Judeo-Bolshevism and the stab-in-the-back theory. 
Students will learn about the pre-conditions that led up to WWII and the following key terms 
will be discussed: SA, SS, Gestapo, Night of the Long Knives, Beer Hall Putsch, Nuremburg 
Laws, etc.  
 
Homework  
Readings:  
The Commissar Directive for the Nazi Invasion of the Soviet Union 
Jäger Report about mass killings in Nazi occupied USSR, July-November 1941 
Himmler’s speech to SS troops in Posen in 1943 
 
Film:  
Resistance: Untold Stories of Jewish Partisans directed by Seth Kramer (2002) (shortened 
version - 19 min) 
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** 
 
 
Lecture 6: WWII, The Wannsee Conference, and the Final Solution   
This class will give an introduction into the difference between the war in the West and the war 
in the East and how German occupation was different depending on the country. Eastern 
European countries role in the Holocaust was essential to Hitler’s overall plan. We will learn 
about the different ways in which certain countries aided Germany as well as the Final Solution 
and The Wannsee Conference.   
 
Homework  
Readings:  
Lodz Ghetto: Inside a Community Under Siege edited by Adelson and Lapides, pp. 7-18 
 
Film:  
Hitler’s Final Solution: The Wannsee Conference directed by Heinz Schirk (1984) (87 min) 
 

** 
 
Lecture 7: The Ghettos  
The ghettos, known as “the beginning of the end…”, was a major part of the Holocaust. In this 
class, we will discuss the aims of the Nazis in establishing ghettos, ghetto administrations, living 
conditions, ghetto resistance activities, deportations from the ghettos, and ghetto liquidation. We 
will do a case study of the Lodz Ghetto.  
 
Homework  
*Work on your Mid-Semester Creative Project. 
 
Readings:  
“Hermann Friedrich Graebe: Account of Holocaust Mass Shooting, 1942” 
“Heinrich Himmler: On Homosexuals” 
“Pierre Seel: The Death of His Lover” 
 

** 
 
Lecture 8: The Camps   
Mid-Semester Creative Project Due 
This class will introduce students to the vast array of concentration camps (both labor camps and 
execution camps) that were part of the Holocaust. Also, students will learn about other sites of 
mass execution that took place outside of the camps.  
 
Homework  
Readings:  
“No Happy Endings” Child Survivors of the Holocaust by Beth B. Cohen, pp. 69-87 
“Where Was God?” Child Survivors of the Holocaust by Beth B. Cohen, pp. 112-130 
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Film:  
Zegota: Council for Aid to Jews in Occupied Poland by The Foundation for Moral Courage 
(1996) (30 min) 

** 
 
Lecture 9: Jewish Resistance  
During this class, we will define resistance within the scope of the Holocaust. What were Jews 
resisting? Could they even resist when all their “resources” were stolen from them? This class 
will give accounts of specific acts of Jewish Resistance that have to do with underground 
partisan resistance movements that occurred in around 100 Jewish ghettos within Nazi territory.  
 
Homework  
Readings:  
“Otto Wolf, Czechoslovakia,” Salvaged Pages by Alexandra Zapruder, pp. 122-159 
 
Film:  
Weapons of the Spirit (Classroom Version) directed by Pierre Sauvage (1989) (39 min)  
 

** 
 
Lecture 10: Rescuers and Non-Jewish Resistance  
This class will discuss the actors who tried to help. We will talk about those who are recognized 
today for rescuing hundreds of Jews such as Oskar Schindler, nuns of the Church, and 
orphanages, to those who helped hide families, risking their own lives in the process. From the 
children that hid while their families were deported to those who were forced to be adopted by 
German families and convert, countless situations occurred which further define the complexity 
of the Holocaust as we study it today. How did the rest of the world react to the Holocaust?  
 
Homework  
Readings:  
“Petr Ginz and Eva Ginzová, Terezín Ghetto” Salvaged Pages by Alexandra Zapruder, pp. 160-
189 
 
Film:  
Rome Open City directed by Roberto Rossellini (1945) (104 min)  
 

** 
 
Lecture 11: Survivors/Liberators & What Happened After…   
AJ Solovy – UC Berkeley | Guest Speaker 
In the aftermath of WWII, after the year 1945, Jews were still being killed. For example, some 
who survived and returned home, were greeted with death as their own neighbors murdered them 
even after WWII was over. Most survivors, believing they had been liberated, had no place to go 
as everything had been taken from them. In this class, we will discuss the life Jews had in the 
aftermath of the war as well as go over key terms such as Evian Conference which tried to deal 
with the Jewish refugee crisis as so many were displaced after the War ended.  
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Homework  
Readings:  
“Lessons, quotes, and things to carry with you” Handout 
 
Film:  
Ida directed by Pawel Pawlikowski (2013) (83 min)   
 

** 
 
Lecture 12: Relevance of the Holocaust   
Final Project Due 
During this class, we will interpret the signs of a genocide in order to learn and be aware of 
prevention and intervention. Further, we will connect what students have learned throughout the 
Decal to contemporary events. We will talk about Holocaust Denial and have an open class 
discussion about how events such as the Holocaust could have been stopped and how genocides 
that occur today can be stopped. During this class, we will end with discussing why the 
Holocaust should continue to be studied and why we must never forget.  
 
 
 

 
Recommended Further Readings and Films 

 
Below are a list of books and films I usually assign for homework throughout the semester. 
However, due to the transition from in-person to remote, many students may not be able to 
access the UC Berkeley library to read and watch these Holocaust books/films.  
 
I am leaving them here in case you would like recommendations for further reading and films.  
 
BOOKS 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
Maus by Art Spielgman 
Under A Cruel Star: A Life in Prague 1941-1968 by Heda Margolius Kovály 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 
Behind Enemy Lines by Marthe Cohn  
 
FILMS 
Sarah’s Key 2010 
Sophie’s Choice 1982 
Life is Beautiful 1997 
Jakob the Liar 1999 
The Pianist 2002 
Playing for Time 2010 
Defiance 2008 
The Photographer of Mauthausen 2018 
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The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 2008 
Schindler’s List 1993 


