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As Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ship residents dug themselves 
out from yet another dumping 
of  snow this week, many parents 
were forced to fi nd daytime child-
care when the school boards can-
celled buses Monday and again 
Wednesday.

The most recent public and 
Catholic board-wide cancella-
tion marked the area’s ninth this 
year, up from two each in 2006 and 
2007.

“This is the highest we have 
seen in something like 20 years,” 
said Art Phelan, Waterloo Region 
District School Board controller 
of  facility services.

“The previous record was seven 
in the mid-‘80s.”

Although the cancellations coin-
cide with the region’s record pre-
cipitation this winter – the high-
est levels since 1970 according to 
Environment Canada – Phelan 
still hears complaints about buses 
being cancelled inappropriately. 

In response, he explained that 
the decision is a judgment call 
made between 5-5:30 a.m. based 
on information from people driv-
ing around in the townships – a 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Frustration levels are running high as in-
creasing numbers of  parents dropping off  
and picking up their kids at Elmira’s John 
Mahood Public School are meeting with a fi -
nite, and small, amount of  parking space near 
the building.

The high volume of  traffi c has made the 
shuttling process painfully slow, and children 
are in greater danger because of  all the cars, 
say concerned parents.

Many agree that a lack of  space for parking 
is to blame and have looked to the school and 
the township for answers. Some, like parent 
Evelyn Brubacher, believe that increasing the 
size of  the parking lot – which is Woolwich 
Township property maintained by the Water-
loo Region District School Board during the 
winter months – would be one possible solu-
tion.

Currently, a limited number of  diagonal 
parking spots beside the tennis courts are 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 
The lack of  space has sparked some frustra-
tion which, in turn, has led some parents to 
park in prohibited areas.

“Some people, just out of  frustration [over] 
being closed out of  the tennis court lot were 
just stopping along First Street in front of  the 
school to pick up their children, which posed 
another problem: kids climbing over snow-

Frustrations 
mount over 
traffi c fl ows at 
John Mahood

»TransPOrTaTiOn WOes

As more parents drive kids 
to and from school, 
parking and traffi c on First 
Street are cause for concern

It’s been 
“snow-go” 
for school 
buses this 
winter

See SNOW page »02 See TRAFFIC page »02

Weather prompts 
record number of 
closures this year
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Some 130 hens and six horses died in 
a barn fi re on Kressler Road south of  
Heidelberg Tuesday afternoon, the 
second major fi re in Wellesley Town-
ship in as many weeks.

The building was completely de-

Fire wipes out 
Heidelberg barn

Damage pegged at $400,000 as fi refi ghters 
arrived to fi nd the building beyond recovery

stroyed despite the efforts of  fi re-
fi ghters from Wellesley, St. Clements 
and St. Jacobs. The cause of  the fi re 
at 2512 Kressler Rd. has yet to be de-
termined, said Dave Geil, Wellesley 
Township fi re chief.

With heat lamps and equipment 
problems ruled out, Geil said he 

See FIRE page »28
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STOPPING THE SPREad With a Kressler road barn completely engulfed in fl ames Tuesday afternoon, Welles-
ley Township fi refi ghters try to salvage surrounding buildings by dousing them with water.
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Maintaining special 
landmarks and ensur-
ing students’ safety were 
main issues on the table 
during a public meeting 
about the new Floradale 
Public School Feb. 28.

About 35 parents, teach-
ers and interested mem-
bers of  the community 
came out to voice their 
suggestions and con-
cerns as the new facility 
takes shape.

“[The gathering] was 
wonderful,” said Art 
Phelan, Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
controller of  facility 
services. “People were 
pretty upbeat and excit-
ed – very positive.”

“There was lots of  
great input [and] lots of  
energy,” added principal 
Leslie McNabb.

The Ministry of  Educa-

Public meeting moves Floradale school project forward
New facility providing more space, amenities a long way from past talks about closing the school

tion announced in Sep-
tember it would cover 
the $4-million needed 
to replace the school af-
ter inspections found it 
lacked space and mod-
ern updates.

After choosing King-
sland + Architects Inc. 
to head the project in 
early January, the board 
scheduled this meeting 
to keep the process mov-
ing.

The first half  of  Thurs-
day’s event saw Phelan 
outline how the fund-
ing came about, intro-
duce the architects and 
explain how the design 
process will work – the 
architects will take a 
month to make initial 
sketches, those will be 
reviewed and signed off, 
and then detailed plans 
will be made up, which 
should go to tender in 
July.

During the comment 

portion of  the meeting, 
the main focuses were 
on adding elements to 
the new building that the 
current school is missing 
– a full-size library and 
gym, adequate storage 
and large, bright class-
rooms – and preserving 
aspects with historical 
and sentimental value.

Dating back to the 
school’s original struc-
ture, the bell on the front 
lawn will need an appro-
priate new home. 

“We need to be very 
careful with that,” Phel-
an said.

Also, items like the 
school’s quilt case need 
to be included in the 
plans so that it does not 
need to be moved later 
on, McNabb said.

Among other ideas 
brought forth was the 
inclusion of  a kitchen 
for community events 
and a stage and showers 

in the gym. Since these 
extras are not normally 
included in new school 
constructions, Phelan 
said his team will have 
to look at how they could 
fit into the design.

One addition that will 
not be included, how-
ever, is the requested 
double gym.

“There is sort of  an 
economies of  scale here 
and 260 students doesn’t 
warrant a double gym,” 
Phelan explained.

Besides discussing the 
school itself, parents 
also asked about their 
children’s safety during 
construction, since the 
new structure will be 
built on the current site.

Issues such as main-
taining parking, drive-
way access and a play 
yard will all be ad-
dressed, Phelan said.

In response to ques-
tions about Elmira’s 

growth and its affect on 
the new school, the con-
troller said that gener-
ally when new subdivi-
sions are built, a school 
goes up with them.

“Historically, when 
people buy houses in 
subdivisions, whether 
they be in towns or cit-
ies, they want to go to a 
town or city school,” Mc-
Nabb said.

“And for that reason, 
they [the board] are not 
at this point looking at 
increasing our boundary 
and changing the popu-
lation … [which] would 
completely change the 
culture and feel of  the 
school.”

Keeping that largely 
David Martin Mennonite 
population in mind, the 
board will be sending let-
ters home with students 
asking for concerns 
and/or suggestions from 
parents who could not 

attend the meeting.
“We want to make sure 

that all community 
members are heard,” 
McNabb said.

If  all goes as planned 
in the next few months, 
Phelan said he plans to 
start construction this 
September.

“I don’t see any major 
impediments or road-
blocks.”

Looking back on the 
battle parents have 
been waging since 2000 
when the board pro-
posed to close Flora-
dale, McNabb is pleased 
the effort is finally pay-
ing off.

“I’m thrilled for the 
community when 
they’ve worked so hard 
over the years to main-
tain and enhance what 
we have that that’s been 
recognized and that the 
school is going to be re-
built.”

banks to get into cars,” 
said school principal 
Paul Wettlaufer, noting 
that the board is cur-
rently studying possible 
solutions. 

Respecting parking and 
stopping regulations, 
however, is of  paramount 
importance, he stressed.

“First of  all, parents 
should be obeying traffic 
signs on the street and 
in that parking lot. If  it 
says ‘no stopping,’ ‘no 
parking.’ they should be 
adhering to that – stop 
putting their children 
and others at risk.”

A Woolwich bylaw en-
forcement officer was 
on the scene last week 
to help the process run 
more smoothly.

“We’re trying to solve 
the problem right now,” 
said township clerk 
Christine Broughton. 

“They (parents) were 
upset about the safety of  
their children. Because 
of  the long lineup into 
John Mahood and down 
First Street, they are 

milk truck driver and 
bus company workers – 
and from weather fore-
casts.

Phelan and two mem-
bers of  the board’s trans-
portation department 
work with the director 
of  education from the 
Catholic stream, Roger 
Lawler, to make the calls, 
which can be tough.

For example, on Mon-
day, when Phelan’s 

Traffic: Township looking at ways to improve parking woes
worried about the traffic 
through there and chil-
dren trying to maneu-
ver their way through 
the vehicles. That was 
the only reason enforce-
ment staff  were there. It 
wasn’t to have a heavy 
hand and lay tickets and 
that sort of  thing, it was 
more to try and help 
with the students.”

To accommodate the over-
flow parking, the township 
last week plowed Gibson 
Park, just down the street 
from the school. 

The move was seen by 
some as a step in the 
right direction.

“Thanks to the town-
ship for opening the park 
parking lot. …It’s a very 
good thing for that to be 
done,” said Brubacher, 
noting that the creation 
of  more parking spaces 
might offer a more per-
manent solution. 

Wettlaufer, however, is 
convinced there are oth-
er alternatives.

“The other thing is us-
ing some of  the side 
streets around the school, 

which do permit park-
ing, and just taking that 
extra time to walk that 
distance instead of  want-
ing door-to-door service, 

so to speak,” he said.
Currently investigating 

the matter, the school 
board is also looking to 
promote the pedestrian 

route.
“The board has a num-

ber of  ideas to help pro-
mote health; they are try-
ing to promote students 

to be healthier so they 
want to see them walk 
and also see the safety of  
children as well,” said 
Broughton. 

» From cover

Snow: Board seeking public input on school cancellation policy
driveway, like many oth-
ers, was sheer ice at 5:30 
a.m., it had already melt-
ed by 7:15 a.m. But, at 
that point, the decision 
had already been made.

Since the board cannot 
cancel individual bus 
runs based on varying 
conditions, if  a certain 
area is bad – often be-
cause of  the openness 
and drifting – buses in 
all three townships, 
Woolwich, Wellesley and 

Wilmot, are cancelled. 
Then, if  50 per cent or 
more of  the school’s pop-
ulation is dependent on 
buses, it closes.

“There are days when 
we make a decision to 
cancel the buses based 
on the information we 
have and then there are 
a number of  people who, 
when they get up at 6:30 
or 7 or 8 o’clock and 
look out – maybe drive 
their children to school 

or walk to school them-
selves – they say, ‘hey, 
I have no idea why you 
cancelled the buses to-
day.’

“I think the message is 
we make the decision to 
cancel the buses on the 
basis of  safety. Our pri-
mary interest is to make 
sure the children are 
safe.”

For parents worrying 
about students missing 
class time, Phelan said 

that teachers will be ad-
justing their programs 
to make up for it.

When the buses are 
cancelled, teachers are 
still required to report 
to work, unless their 
school is closed or it is 
not safe for them to drive 
in, which has not been a 
big problem this year, 
Phelan said.

In the coming weeks, 
the board will be review-
ing school suggestions 

– such as keeping St. Ja-
cobs Public School open 
when buses are can-
celled and closing New 
Dundee Public School 
– and data from other 
boards to learn how it 
can make closures and 
cancellations easier on 
parents.

These issues will then 
be addressed at a public 
meeting Apr. 7 at 7 p.m. 
at Bluevale Collegiate 
Institute in Waterloo.

» From cover
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CRUNCH TIME Josh schelter, 7, is all smiles as the school day finishes at John mahood Ps Tuesday. Parents are concerned that the lack of parking is 
leading to frustration and congestion, creating an unsafe environment for children as they come and go each day.
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“I just remember watching it as a kid and thinking, ‘that would be 
really fun to go and try and get on.’”

Kyla MacPherson
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2 STOREY’S STARTING AT

$292,000
FOR 1600 SQ FT

BUNGALOW PLAN STARTING AT

$309,900
FOR 1330 SQ FT

Model
Bungalow

OPEN HOUSE
Sat. & Sun. 2:00 to 4:00

ALSO BY APPOINTMENT
(Closed long weekends)

Bonnie Brubacher, Broker of Record          519-669-3192          BonnieB@royallepage.ca            www.royallepage.ca/BonnieBrubacher

QUALITY PREMIUM FEATURES:

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME, SEE OUR QUALITY FEATURES...
CHECK OUT OUR DESIGNS...

California trip was Right on
Elmira man parlays trip to California into $20,000 in prizes on The Price Is Right game show

PHOTO | mOnTy BrinTOn/cBs  ©2008 BrOadcasTing inc. all rigHTs reserved.

BIG SPIN elmira’s Timothy macPherson spins the Wheel with Price is right host drew carey during the show’s million dollar spectacular taped Feb. 12 and aired Feb. 29 on cBs. He won prizes worth more than $20,000 while living 
out a longtime desire to appear on the popular game show.

VANESSA MOSS

An Elmira man made his wife’s dream 
come true Feb. 12 as he became “the 
next contestant on the Price Is Right.”

Timothy MacPherson, 28, heard 
“come on down” and ended up winning 
US$20,800 in prizes during one of  the 
game show’s primetime Million Dollar 
Spectaculars, which aired Feb. 29.

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence,” MacPherson said, now back to 
work at Programmed Insurance Bro-
kers in Elmira.

The father of  two – Braelyn, 3, and 
Kara, nine months – attended the tap-
ing while on holidays in Los Angeles, 
California with his wife, Kyla, a furni-
ture coordinator for the Home Furni-
ture warehouse in Elmira.

A longtime fan of  the 35-season show, 
Kyla, 32, recalled watching it as a child 
when she was home sick from school 
on the only channel she had living in 

Linwood.
“I just remember watching it as a kid 

and thinking, ‘that would be really fun 
to go and try and get on.’”

The dream became a reality for the 
couple thanks to a few tips Kyla picked 
up during a Grade 8 career day. An em-
ployee of  the show’s station, CBS, told 
the kids that if  they make themselves 
visible to the producers they would 
have a better chance of  being chosen 
as an audience member and possible 
contestant.

While waiting six hours in line out-
side the studio, the MacPhersons did 
just that, with Timothy even making 
one of  the producers laugh.

“They let groups in first and then they 
fill up the studio with everyone else, so 
we weren’t even sure if  we were going 
to get in at all. They did really quick 
interviews 12 people at a time. The 
producer guy came out and just asked 
‘where are you from, what do you do,’ 
and Tim impressed him,” Kyla said.

Dressed in a homemade “Canada 
Loves the Price Is Right” T-shirt, 
Timothy also attracted some attention 
from the show’s new host, Drew Carey, 
who recently replaced the veteran Bob 
Barker.

“He said something to me about, ‘Oh 
Elmira, that’s a pretty small town? Do 
you have TVs or phones?’ And I said, 
‘Oh yeah, we just got that last week,’” 
Timothy said, adding that Carey was 
a down-to-earth and interactive host, 
who chatted with the contestants dur-
ing commercial breaks.

After hearing his name called at the 
start of  the show, Timothy lost with 
his first three bids in contestants’ row. 
Then, when a piano came up, he was 
the last to guess and his $2 bid beat out 
the $1 proposal from the lady beside 
him.

“Whatever you gotta do, right?” he 
said of  the one-upmanship.

By winning the piano, Timothy 
earned a spot on stage with Carey, who 

said, “Hey, welcome up. OK, let’s play,” 
as the crowd went wild.

The atmosphere was incredible, Tim-
othy said. “It’s a really cheesy setup: 
it’s so ‘70s. They haven’t changed it 
and that’s what was cool about it.”

Faced with the Cliff  Hangers game 
– which debuted on the show in 1976 – 
Timothy had to estimate the price of  
a phone, Sudoku game and blender to 
win a barbecue and patio set with an 
outdoor heater.

Between the crowd’s screaming and 
the game’s traditional yodeling music 
playing in the background, Timothy 
could barely make out his wife’s ex-
pert suggestions about how to make 
a toy mountain climber move the cor-
rect number of  rungs up a “cliff ” with-
out falling off  the edge.

“I was really pumped that I won,” 
Timothy said of  the result.

“They had a camera on me and I was 
so embarrassed because I just had my 

See PRICE IS RIGHT page »28
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Where there’s smoke... there’s government regulations
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Drayton Community News Fri Mar 7  08
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4 TIMES BIGGER THAN THE BIGGEST SPORTS STORE!

• 100s of Fishing Accessories & Boats!
• 1000s of Pre-Season & Show Specials!
• The Latest Hunting, Fishing & Outdoor Gear!
• All New Features, Seminars Contests & Prizes!
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Children (under 6 years) Free when accompanied by an adult

Family Pass $38 (two adults & two juniors)

Weekdays, March 12 - 14 10 am - 8 pm
Saturday, March 15 10 am - 8 pm
Sunday, March 16 10 am - 6 pm

For More Show Info Visit sportshows.ca

CANADA’S
BIGGEST FISHING &

OUTDOOR SHOW!

Sponsored By

Copyright © 2008 Canadian National Sportsmen’s Shows (1989) Ltd. All rights reserved. 

 

There’s an interest-
ing battle brewing 
between good inten-
tions and civil liber-
ties as Ontario con-
templates jumping 
on the no-smoking-
with-kids-in-the-car 
bandwagon.
We’d like to think 

such legislation unnecessary: surely 
parents today know about the perils of  
secondhand smoke, especially in the 
close quarters of  a car? Apparently 
not, as proponents of  the ban argue we 
need a law against the practice. Pre-
mier Dalton McGuinty, initially op-
posed to the move, has now announced 
plans to do just that.

In doing so, Ontario follows the lead 
set in Nova Scotia last fall. British 
Columbia announced last month it, 
too, will introduce similar legislation. 
Most of  the other provinces are pon-
dering doing the same.

It’s a divisive issue. Certainly no one 
will argue smoking in a car with kids 
– or anyone else, for that matter – pres-
ent is defensible. But the legislation is 
just another swipe at individual free-
doms, another step forward for the 
nanny state.

When I was growing up in Montre-
al, everybody smoked. Everywhere. 
Smoking was the norm at the majority 
of  households I frequented – parents 
smoked at the dinner table, and the car 
was no different from any other space. 

The situation has changed in rela-
tively short order. 

Just a decade ago, it was common-

place to find people smoking in restau-
rants and bars. Complaints, unheard 
of  in decades past, began to influence 
policy. Today, of  course, all public plac-
es are smoke-free. Like me, you prob-
ably take this for granted. Travelling 
elsewhere, however, really shows you 
how far we’ve come. There’s nothing 
like smoke wafting through a restau-
rant, or returning from a pub smelling 
of  stale tobacco to remind me of  the 
way it used to be, and why I’m happy 
it’s changed.

A trip to Ireland after the country 
changed its smoking laws – a major 
change there – provided a clear study 
in contrasts. Dublin’s restaurants and 
bars were smoke-free, unlike my pre-
vious trip there. The difference was 
noticeable. Nipping across the border 
into Northern Ireland, part of  the 
U.K., found a different picture in plac-
es such as Belfast, where walking into 
a pub revealed layers of  blue smoke 
and the telltale odour.

Ironically, smoking in such public 
places is only of  note due to its absence 
at home. As a kid, I never noticed it – 
it was just the environment that we 
lived in. Occasionally, after a night in 
a very crowded club or other venue, 
there was the unmistakable super-con-
centrated reek on the clothes I’d been 
wearing, but mostly the smoking was 
simply part of  the background, even 
for nonsmokers such as me.

The situation here today is a major 
improvement, though I don’t know 
that I would have complained either 
way. Part of  me chafes at government-
imposed restrictions on people.

Anti-smoking measures, however, 
do have additional merit because of  
the health impacts on everybody, not 
just smokers themselves. Rules can be 
justified as protecting the public from 
harm.

Smokers’ rights advocates try to lik-
en such rules to taxing or restricting 
access to fast food or similar junk, ar-
guing obesity is detrimental to human 
health. Obesity is becoming something 
of  an epidemic – tackling it is the ra-
tionale behind banning junk food in 
schools, and boosting fitness programs 
– but an individual’s choice of  what to 
eat and in what quantities has no im-
pact on anyone else’s health.

If  I’m having the heart-attack break-
fast platter at the restaurant table next 
to you, that will have no effect on your 
garden salad. But if  I’m smoking, your 
dining experience just got a whole lot 
worse, as did your lungs.

For all intents and purposes, a child is 
a captive if  a parent chooses to smoke 
in a car or in the home. Educational 
programs have reduced the number of  
smokers overall, and we now see more 

people stepping outside for a smoke 
even when they’re at home. But for 
those remaining parents who smoke in 
their children’s presence, the proposed 
new legislation will serve as another 
reminder about the consequences of  
their actions.

Just as we can’t drink and drive be-
cause of  the harm it might cause oth-
ers, secondhand smoke in the car also 
puts others at risk, or so the argument 
goes.

Still, it is an intrusion on our space, 
in this case our cars. The rationale for 
banning smoking in cars while kids 
are present can also be applied to the 
home. Only a fan of  police states would 
revel in the thought of  officials spying 
through our windows and knocking 
on our doors to see that we’re obeying 
the law.

Of  course, such dystopian outcomes 
seem a little silly, but the freedoms 
are typically curtailed in small steps. 
Look no further than what we’ve been 
through since 9/11 – if  you travel to 
the U.S., you are especially aware the 
changes have not been for the better.

MIkE SaUNdERS
Owner of Home Savvy etc. in St. Jacobs

How long have you had the business?
Four years with wife, Roberta.

How would you describe the store?
“Unique home décor.”

How would you describe your own home’s 
décor?
“Along the same line as we have here.”

Hobbies?
Motorcycling (Yamaha); the store.

Where were you working before you 
opened the store?
Was a manager for a packaging company.

Favourite food?
Steak.

Drink?
Margarita: weather-permitting.

Music?
Rock, blues.

Movie?
Clint Eastwood films.
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Telephone: 519-208-4412
Email: ovdasilva@hotmail.com
www.orlandodasilva.liberal.ca
Authorized by the o�cial agent for Orlando Da Silva.

Orlando
DA SILVA

KITCHENER-CONESTOGA

PROGRAMMED 
INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

49 Industrial Drive, Elmira   OFFICE: 519-669-1631

FRANK COOPER
REGISTERED INSURANCE BROKER

HOME • AUTO • TENANT
LIABILITY • COMMERCIAL
Friendly, professional service for your

personal insurance requirements.

C O I N  L A U N D R Y

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
6AM

583 KING ST. N., WATERLOO | KING & NORTHFIELD ACROSS FROM HOME DEPOT

WASH&
FOLD SERVICE

519.897.6587

VANESSA MOSS

As his time at St. Jacobs 
Public School came to an 
end this week, principal 
Jeff  Parliament was still 
out with the students 
during nutrition breaks 
as he has done for the 
past year and a half.

Described by cowork-
ers as fun and full of  
energy, Parliament has 
been a positive presence 
at the school that will be 
missed, they said.

“Should we just cry?” 
secretary Debbie Samu-
ell asked of  his depar-
ture.

Starting in September, 
Parliament will use his 
23 years of  teaching and 
principal experience to 
head up the new Edna 
Staebler Public School 
in Waterloo.

Paul Milne, current 
vice-principal at Lincoln 
Avenue Public School in 
Cambridge, took over 
the St. Jacobs’ spot Fri-
day so that Parliament 
can begin preparing for 
his new position.

“He really cares about 
kids,” Parliament said of  

Principal bids farewell to St. Jacobs PS
Jeff Parliament leaves to start up new Waterloo school; Paul Milne takes the helm

his successor. “He’s got a 
good sense of  humour. 
He really enjoys commu-
nity schools and I think 
he’s got a similar kind of  
disposition to myself, so 
I think it will be a nice fit 
for the school.”

That temperament in-
cludes being supportive 
and caring, said Grade 
3/4 teacher Christine 
Webb, noting that every 
week Parliament ac-
knowledges a different 
teacher’s efforts with 
“kudos.”

“We say we work ‘with’ 
him,” Samuell added.

Waterloo Region Dis-
trict School Board trust-
ee Harold Paisley said 
that Parliament under-
stands the importance 
of  connecting with staff  
and students and listen-
ing to their concerns.

“His leadership skills 
are impressive and have 
helped to build a very 
positive school atmo-
sphere. His warmth and 
enthusiasm have en-
deared him to his staff, 
students and parents.”

Having started at the 
school in September 
2006, Parliament made 

students his priority 
throughout his tenure.

Since he believes in 
leading by example, the 
principal tried to break 
down typical stereotypes 
by letting everyone know 
that his favourite colour 
is pink and that being 

unique is acceptable – 
he even wears a pink hat 
and slippers on duty to 
prove it.

Parliament spent as 
much time as possible in 
the school halls and yard 
to ensure safety and to 
interact with the kids.

“Some days there’s a 
constant stream of  kin-
dergarten children com-
ing in wanting to show 
him their work because 
they just think he is so 
much fun. It’s nice they 
started liking the of-

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Hawkesville residents 
may find themselves hop-
ing next winter proves 
much easier than this 
one, as Wellesley Town-
ship intends to enforce 
its snow-removal bylaw 
in the village.

Currently, only Welles-
ley Village and St. Cle-
ments residents are 
required to clear the 
sidewalks in front of  
their homes within 24 
hours of  a snowfall. 
Meeting this week, how-
ever, councillors directed 
staff  to include Hawkes-
ville in the list of  settle-
ments encompassed by 
the bylaw, currently un-
der review.

The move comes af-
ter Coun. Shelley Wag-

Hawkesville may see snow-clearing bylaw
Wellesley also looks to streamline enforcement policy to ensure sidewalks are plowed

ner heard complaints 
from residents about 
unplowed sidewalks in 
the settlement. Her col-
leagues quickly backed 
the change, noting en-
forcement of  a bylaw 
would be more cost-ef-
fective than contracting 
out snow removal.

As the township re-
views it’s snow-clearing 
regulations, Coun. Jim 
Olender noted that un-
cleared sidewalks re-
main an issue in Welles-
ley Village.

“I know that’s not a 
big issue in other settle-
ment areas, but it is a 
big issue in my area. 
When I canvassed I got 
that from many people. 
‘Why isn’t the township 
looking after the side-
walks?’ [There are] some 
of  the older people hav-

ing to walk down to the 
grocery store, kids with 
their mothers pushing 
their buggies to school, 
and a couple of  handicap 
people that drive their 
motorized wheelchairs 
– they have a problem 
with people who don’t do 
their sidewalks.”

Under the current by-
law, residents who do 
not clear their portion of  
sidewalk within a 24-hour 
period are given written 
warning to comply with-
in 24 hours upon receipt 
of  notice. (Notices are left 
at residences if  no one 
answers.) If  sidewalks 
still haven’t been cleared 
within that timeframe, a 
second notice (with an-
other 24-hour period to 
comply) must be served 
in person to the property 
owner or tenant. Side-

walks that are not plowed 
within that period are 
cleared by township staff  
at the property owner’s 
expense. 

That complaint-driven 
process can make for 
lengthy delays, which 
consequently restrict 
the mobility of  other 
residents, such as young 
children, seniors, and 
the physically disabled.

“It is difficult just to go 
out and patrol and do 
it at that 24-hour time 
period. That’s what’s 
wrong with our process. 
Really, it takes about 
five days before you can 
actually go and clear it, 
and by that time we’ve 
either had a thaw or an-
other snowfall,” said by-
law enforcement officer 
Jack Mittelholtz, who 
welcomed a streamlined 

enforcement policy that 
eliminates the second 
notice. “It’s cumbersome 
the way it is and the 
shorter time would help 
but it isn’t ideal.”

Contracting out snow 
removal would be most 
effective, he argued, 
though admittedly more 
costly.

“My personal feelings 
are that if  we have side-
walks they should be 
cleared; seniors, handi-
capped and school-aged 
children need these side-
walks [cleared]. For us 
to be continually putting 
in sidewalks year after 
year, spending more 
money on them and 
then not having a main-
tenance program in the 
winter just doesn’t make 
sense to me,” said Mit-
telholtz.

Twenty-five local low-income 
women will receive training in 
carpentry at conestoga college as 
part of a new provincial program 
aimed at encouraging women to 
fill the growing vacancies in the 
skilled trades.
Ontario is providing 152 low-

income women with training in 
carpentry, welding, horticulture, 
painting-decorating, cooking and 
landscaping. 
“This is a wonderful way to cel-

ebrate international Women’s 
day,” Kitchener-conestoga mPP 
leeanna Pendergast said this 
week. “These grants will help 
transform the lives of women try-
ing to make a better life for their 
families.”
Ontario is facing a shortage of 

skilled trades workers. By 2025, 
canada’s skilled labour shortage 
will reach 1.2 million people.

More women 
in trades

The Waterloo Wellington local 
Health integration network (WWl-
Hin) has approved $20,160,886, 
over three years, to fund over 20 
initiatives that support its aging 
at Home strategy.
The WWlHin’s aging at Home 

strategy is to provide a suite of 
services for seniors to enable 
them to live as independently as 
possible, for as long as possible, 
in a safe home of their choice.
“The initiatives cover a wide 

range of programs such as tele-
homecare monitoring, emergency 
room assistance, in-home primary 
care, assistance to seniors with 
dementia, adult day services, 
stroke peer support, more access 
to care and housing for those at 
risk of homelessness, assistance 
for seniors to access health ser-
vices, education programs to sup-
port healthy lifestyles and much 
more,” said sandra Hanmer, ceO 
of the WWlHin.

The grand river conservation 
authority last week approved a 
2008 budget calling for expendi-
tures of $29.1 million, including 
money for new projects to protect 
water quality, learn more about 
water supplies, enhance natural 
areas and upgrade its hydro gen-
erating capacity.
although the budget is up about 

$5.7 million from last year, most 
of the increase is due to special 
one-time projects that are be-
ing covered with grants from the 
province, municipalities or other 
sources. The cost to the 950,000 
watershed residents for their share 
of the grca budget this year will 
be about $8.54 a person. 

$20 million for 
homecare

GRCA passes 
2008 budget PH
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN st. Jacobs Public school principal Jeff Parliament felt a mix of sadness and excite-
ment last week as he prepared to leave his enjoyable current position to take on the headship of the new edna 
staebler Public school in Waterloo.

See PRINCIPAL page »06
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The season is theoreti-
cally winding down – 
even if  the weather isn’t 
in tune with the calen-
dar – but the Heidelberg-
St. Clements Optimist 
Club got an early start 
on its project to build an 
outdoor rink outside the 
St. Clements Communi-
ty Centre.

The area service group 
received the green light 
from Wellesley council-
lors meeting Tuesday in 
Crosshill, meaning or-
ganizers can go forward 
with plans to raise mon-
ey for the ice pad.

Under the new pro-
posal, which still has to 
come before council for 
approval in the form of  
a detailed outline includ-
ing costs and a timeline, 
the pad would be built 
in between the two dia-
monds close to the arena 
and would be completed 
by the summer. A roof  
as well as a storage/
change area and utility 
room to house the hoses 
and board, water, and 
hydro systems would be 
installed within three 
years.

“This area could be 
multi-functional with 
a future roof  system,” 
said Rob Kroetsch, a 
service club member 
who presented the idea. 
“It’s a good community 

fice,” Samuell said with 
a laugh.

Besides affecting the 
school climate, Parlia-
ment also changed a few 
things over the past year, 
including the location 
of  the school’s entrance 
– now on Queensway 
Drive for safety – and the 
success plan for literacy.

Going forward, he said 
he plans to take what he 
has learned at St. Jacobs 
and apply it on a bigger 
scale at Edna Staebler, a 
school that will eventu-
ally support around 630 
students.

At about half  the popu-
lation, St. Jacobs might 
not be large, but it has 
a strong group of  con-
cerned parents and 
children that keep the 
school’s spirit alive, he 
said.

For example, a Grade 
6 student once came to 
him with the idea of  
fundraising for a Grade 
3 student who had can-
cer. That child, along 
with 19 others and three 
staff  members, Parlia-
ment included, raised 
$4,000 for the family by 
cutting or shaving their 
heads.

“For me, that’s a favou-
rite memory of  just how 
supportive this commu-
nity is in terms of  ral-
lying around somebody 
who can use the sup-
port.

“What I love about this 
school is just how much 
of  a community it is.”

Optimists propose outdoor 
arena at St. Clements site
Structure would eventually include a roof to make 
it useful as a year-round facility for community

thing.”
In the past, the Opti-

mists have used the ball 
diamond and more re-
cently the tennis courts 
to create the outdoor 
rink, but have encoun-
tered numerous prob-
lems resulting in poor 
years for the outdoor 
rink and wasted money. 
Lighting issues (hydro 
costs), excess amounts 
of  water during spring 
thaws, and the fact that 
the courts’ coloured as-
phalt speeds up the melt-
ing process, are among 
some of  the issues with 
which the group has 
struggled.

A roof, which would be 
built within three years, 
would protect the pad 
from the elements as 
well as allow it to be used 
for many possible activi-
ties throughout the year 
including: hockey tour-
naments, car shows, pic-
nics and beer gardens. 

The roof  might also 
benefit baseball fans, 
said director of  recre-
ation Brad Voisin.

“I’m thinking with this 
structure there, espe-
cially the roof, it would 
at least give the people 
some protection from the 
home run balls,” he said.

The storage/utility/
changeroom would dou-
ble as a multi-use build-
ing, Kroetsch noted.

While still in its na-
scent stages, the propos-

al by the Optimist Club 
garnered quick support 
from councillors.

“I think it’s a great idea. 
It gives the kids a good 
outlet even in the sum-
mer time for ball hockey 
and whatever else,” said 
Coun. Jim Olender.

From the outset it ap-
pears that the Grand Riv-
er Conservation Author-
ity – which typically gets 
involved in regulated 
areas where hazardous 
slopes, unstable soils, 
flood plain or waters are 
a concern – should have 
no objection to the proj-
ect, said chief  admin-
istrative officer Susan 
Duke. That said, proper 
drainage and grading 
will be required prior to 
installation of  the pad as 
a permeable surface will 
essentially be covered 
with an impermeable 
one. 

“That is something that 
will have to be taken into 
consideration … because 
you get so much more 
runoff  and then you 
have to determine where 
does that runoff  go, and 
how is it handled, and 
will it have a negative 
impact on anything else 
in the immediate area? 
That will take some en-
gineering involvement.”

An ice pad in Hawkes-
ville is also on tap this 
year, although grading 
and drainage issues have 
stalled its progress.

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Officials from the Town-
ship of  Woolwich and the 
Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority (GRCA) 
continue to monitor wa-
ter levels of  the Grand 
River system, fearing 
a growing ice jam will 
cause flooding in areas 
of  West Montrose.

Record snowfalls this 
winter have inundated the 
river system and freeze-
thaw cycles have seen ice 
jams form, bottlenecking 
near the village’s covered 
bridge in the last cou-
ple of  weeks. Monday’s 
milder temperatures and 
rain were followed by an-
other 10 to 15 centimetres 
of  snow Tuesday night, 
generating more ice to re-
place the old.

As a result of  the new 
ice jam, water levels 
rose near the covered 
bridge and spilled over 
into low-lying areas.

A small section of  the 
dead-end portion of  
River’s Edge Drive was 
partially flooded, the wa-
ter reaching some area 

Flood alert 
continues for 
West Montrose

Principal: 
Will miss 
the area

garages, Woolwich fire 
chief  Rick Pedersen said 
Wednesday.

“There’s no real threat 
right now so, all we’re 
doing is watching to 
make sure that it doesn’t 
go too high. We’re not 
too worried about the 
garages. They flood pret-
ty regularly during the 
spring,” he said, noting 
the township may, how-
ever, have to close the 
road at some point. 

The GRCA reduced dis-
charge at the Shand Dam 
Wednesday morning, re-
ducing water levels in 
the Grand River system 
at West Montrose. 

Both the GRCA and the 
township will continue 
to monitor levels as tem-
peratures are expected 
to remain cold this week

“The good news is 
there doesn’t seem to be 
too much new ice com-
ing downstream,” said 
GRCA spokesperson 
Dave Schultz, noting 
that ideal weather would 
include warm days and 
cool nights allowing ice 
to weaken without gen-
erating a lot of  flow. 

»grand river WaTcH

PH
OT

O 
| v

an
es

sa
 m

Os
s

Going with the flow as sap season gets underway

ON TaP Wellesley coun. Paul Hergott (left) and Woolwich mayor Bill strauss install the sap bucket during the annual first maple syrup tapping Feb. 29 
at the norman Horst farm on listowel road. The ceremonial tapping kicked off the Waterloo-Wellington maple syrup Producers’ 2008 season.

» From page 5
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

$2.99 

Regular or Garlic 
Smoked Sausages

Store Made

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Specials from March 10 to March 15

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Dressed
Rolled Ribs

Store Made

$3.99 Ib./$8.80 kg.

Pickled Corned 
Beef Brisket

Store Made Fresh

Cabbage
Rolls

Pre-Cooked

Ib./$6.59 kg.$3.29 Ib./$7.25kg.

All our baking is 
local and arrives 

fresh daily. 
Come see!

Montreal 
Smoked Bacon

Store Made Pepper, Apple Cinnamon or

$3.89 Ib./$8.58 kg.

$3.99 Ib./$8.80 kg.
(Tray of 16) $3.59lb./$7.91kg.

»laW & Order

February 27 »
10:47 AM | Police were called 
to the scene of a single-vehicle 
collision at Line 86 and Lichty 
Road, near Linwood. An area 
man was eastbound on Line 
86 when the truck he was 
in hit an icy portion of road 
way, skidded out of control 
and into a ditch. He was not 
injured and no charges were 
pressed. Damage was report-
ed as moderate.

11:46 AM | A gravel pit busi-
ness in the 880 area of Bridge 
Street West near Waterloo 
saw some $800 worth of 
damage after unknown sus-
pects scaled a fence, broke 
some windows and damaged 
other equipment. It appears 
the suspects then lit some pa-
per on fire in an abandoned 
home on the property, but it 
is not known whether arson 
was the intention. There are 
no suspects.

February 28 »
7:27 AM | A two-vehicle colli-
sion occurred at Kressler and 
Hawkesville roads, near Heidel-
berg. As the lead vehicle turned 
from Hawkesville onto Kressler, 
the driver of a trailing vehicle 
attempted to pass while on the 
hill. The second driver, a Guelph 
resident, lost control of his ve-
hicle while on the slippery hill 
and subsequently crashed into 
the lead vehicle. There were no 
injuries, and moderate damage 
to both vehicles. The Guelph 
man was charged with ‘drive 
left of centre while approaching 
a grade.’ 

2:14 PM | A business on In-
dustrial Drive in St. Clements 
reported a forced entry to the 
premises, though nothing had 
been stolen. It appears an un-
known suspect entered the 
business via a side door at 
some point between 12:30 and 
1:30 p.m. Nothing was taken 
and there are no suspects. The 
damage caused by the forced 
entry, however, was estimat-
ed at $300.

9:29 PM | A single-vehicle col-
lision brought police to the 
5700 area of Buehler Line in 
Wellesley Township. A Paris, 
Ontario man was travelling 
on Buehler when he lost con-
trol of his vehicle, which then 
skidded into a ditch and rolled 
onto its side. The driver was 
charged with ‘impaired driv-
ing,’ ‘over 80,’ and ‘careless 
driving.’ There were no inju-
ries. Damage was significant.

February 29 »
12:15 PM | A strong gust of wind 
is alleged to have knocked 
over a transport truck as it 
travelled northbound on Flo-
radale Road by Jessie Place, 
near Floradale. The truck went 
off the road, then ran into a 
ditch, hitting a hydro pole in 
the process. The tractor-trailer 
sustained major damage, but 
no one was injured. Hydro 
was called to look after the 
pole. There were no charges. 

3:24 PM | There were no in-
juries as a result of a colli-
sion involving a vehicle and 

Police seek suspicious vehicle at Gibson Park
Following a report Mar. 4, Waterloo regional po-
lice are investigating complaints of  a suspicious 
vehicle in Gibson Park on First Street West in 
Elmira. 

On Mar. 3 and 4, the vehicle was seen 
around 8:30 a.m. and then again at 4:30 p.m. 
The vehicle was described as an older model, 
four-door, green SUV, possibly a Jeep Cherokee. 
The lone male occupant was described as white 
with mid-neck length dark hair, dark features, 
clean shaven and approximately 40 years of  age.

 Anyone with information regarding this ve-
hicle is asked to call Division 3 at 519-653-7700, 
ext. 3399 or Crime Stoppers 1-800-222-TIPS. 
Police remind parents to review street proofing 
strategies regularly with their families. For ad-
ditional information on street proofing and other 
safety tips, please visit the website at www.wrps.
on.ca.

a school bus in the 2800 area 
of Lobsinger Line, near Heidel-
berg. The bus had been slow-
ing down to unload the last 
youngster on the route when 
it was hit from behind. The 
trailing driver was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ Dam-
age to the bus was minimal, 
but the other vehicle suffered 
significant damage.

5:12 PM | A driver travelling 
northbound on Northfield 
Drive hit a cow in the road. 
Neither the man nor the animal 
was hurt, as the driver had al-
most fully stopped before strik-
ing the cow. A local farmer 
then came to pick up the stray 
beast. There were no charges 
and just minor damage.

7:13 PM | A single-vehicle col-
lision in the area of 6700 Line 
86 in Woolwich Township ap-
pears to have been caused in 
part by icy road conditions. 
The driver of the vehicle, an 
Elmira man, had been west-
bound on Line 86 when he 
lost control of the vehicle on 
an icy portion of roadway be-
fore skidding off the roadway 
and into a ditch, rolling over 
several times. There were no 
charges despite the fact the 
driver was likely travelling 
faster than the appropriate 
speed in such conditions. He 
was not injured but the ve-
hicle was demolished.

March 1 »
10:45 AM | A collision occurred 
in the area of Gerber and Hack-
bart roads. A 1989 Toyota Co-
rolla was eastbound on Ger-

ber Road during a snowstorm 
when the driver, a 23-year-old 
Wellesley Township woman, 
attempted to pass another 
vehicle heading in the same 
direction. The passing driver 
was forced to take evasive 
action as there was another 
vehicle in the oncoming lane. 
She veered off the road and 
entered a ditch, causing the 
vehicle to roll onto its roof. 
The driver suffered minor in-
juries; damage to the car was 
moderate. She was charged 
with ‘improper passing.’

10:12 PM | Police recovered a 
vehicle, stolen from Kitchener, 
on Moser Young Road, between 
Lobsinger Line and Boomer 
Line, in Wellesley Township. 
The 2001 Dodge Caravan, 
which had been torched, was 
found in a ditch. There are no 
suspects at this time; the inves-
tigation continues.

10:30 PM | A single-vehicle 
accident occurred on Three 
Bridges Road close to Hemlock 
Hill in Woolwich Township. 
A Heidelberg man had been 
northbound on Three Bridges 
Road when he lost control of 
his vehicle, which then skid-
ded into a ditch and rolled into 
a field. There were no injuries 
and a moderate amount of 
damage. No charges were laid.

March 2 »
12  PM | Maryhill firefighters re-
sponded to a fire on Woolwich 
Street in Breslau after a tar 
kettle caught fire in a storage 
yard behind Nedlaw Roofing. 
An employee had been doing 
some maintenance work on 

the kettle when it caught fire, 
destroying a worker’s pickup 
truck, along with a forklift 
and two tar kettles. Firefight-
ers had the blaze contained 
with 15 minutes and damage 
was estimated at $53,000.

March 3 »
2:01 AM | The Esso gas bar on 
Arthur Street South in Elmira 
was the scene of a crash in-
volving just one vehicle. A 
Kitchener resident had been 
travelling on Listowel Road 
when she pulled into the sta-
tion to use her cell phone. 
When she pulled in, her ve-
hicle skidded on some ice, 
just narrowly missing a gas 
pump and striking a bin hous-
ing oil and windshield wiper 
fluid. She was not injured but 
her vehicle suffered signifi-
cant damages. There were no 
charges.

6:20 AM | A Breslau man was 
driving in the area of New 
Jerusalem Road and Hidden 
Acres Lane near Elmira when 
he lost control of his vehicle, 
which then catapulted over 
a ditch. Before coming to rest 
at the side of the road, the 
vehicle hit a hydro pole. The 

vehicle was demolished, but 
the occupant was not injured. 
He was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

8:10 AM | St Jacobs PS notified 
police that at sometime over 
night an unknown suspect had 
spray painted some graffiti on 
the school walls. The vandal-
ism, referencing sexual acts 
as well as marijuana usage, 
was recorded in the police da-
tabase and the area was can-
vassed. There are, however, 
no suspects.

2:38 PM |  The Home Hardware 
store on Church Street in Elmi-
ra reported that an individual 
known to staff who had been 
on the property might have left 
with some unpaid items. Police 

located the individual, though 
a consensual search yielded 
no store items. The individual 
however, was been issued a 
trespass notice and is no longer 
welcome at the store.

March 4 »
12:14 PM | An industrial ac-
cident at a residence on 
Queen’s Bush Road in Welles-
ley brought police, firefighters 
and paramedics to the area. A 
chimney sweeper had fallen 
approximately 12 feet off his 
ladder, landing on his back. 
A 59-year-old man was taken 
by ambulance to Grand River 
Hospital with undetermined 
injuries. The Ministry of La-
bour was called in and is now 
investigating the incident.

12:30  PM | An EDSS student 
reported that, after leaving the 
school in his vehicle as a result 
of a disturbance, he was fol-
lowed  by another vehicle. The 
latter is described as a 1980s 
model Chev pickup. The com-
plainant reported to police that 
its driver tried to run him off 
the road as they left the school. 
Together with police adminis-
trators, the police worked to 
determine the alleged aggres-
sor’s identity. An investigation 
into the matter continues and 
charges are pending.

2:30 PM | A passerby noticed 
smoke coming from a barn 
at a farm on Kressler Road in 
Wellesley Township. Police 
along with firefighters from 
Wellesley, St. Clements and St. 
Jacobs responded to the scene. 
None of the residents, who 
were home at the time of the 
fire, was hurt as a result of the 
blaze. However, six horses and 
some chickens perished. The 
cause of the fire is as of yet un-
known, but is considered not 
to be suspicious; the investiga-
tion continues. 

A return visit

Accident closes South Field intersection
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COLLISION COURSE Only minor injuries were reported following this collision at south Field drive and union 
street in elmira about 5 p.m. Wednesday. damage was extensive, and both vehicles were towed from the scene.

FaIL TO YIELd it was déjà vu for emergency crews Thursday afternoon 
as they returned to deal with a two-vehicle collision at the intersection 
of south Field drive and union street, the scene of a similar accident the 
evening before. a van travelling eastbound on south Field was struck by 
another van, southbound on union, that failed to yield the right-of-way. 
no one was seriously injured, both vehicles will likely be written off.
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»CARTOON

»EDITORIAL

The benefi ts of walking to school

“If  parents clearly understood the detrimental effects of  the car society 
on their children, they might think twice about automobile use, and give 
more serious consideration to transportation alternatives.”

Ontario Walkability Study

Long-term trend lines indicate that Ontario farm income in 2002 dollars 
has been declining at an average rate of  about $50 million/year, including 
government payments.

Ontario Agri-Food Policy Institute

The traffi c situation in front of  Elmira’s 
John Mahood Public School is by no 
means unique. Certainly, that location has 
its own problems given the traffi c on First 
Street and the lack of  parking onsite, but 
the controversy there is part of  a wider, 
ongoing debate about the advisability of  
parents driving their children to school.

Increasingly, students who aren’t bussed 
travel to and from school in their parents’ 
cars, rather than walking or bicycling. 
While previous generations may not have 
walked to school barefoot in the snow, up-
hill both ways, kids did get there under 
their own steam much more frequently 
than is the case today.

Concerned about obesity and falling 
fi tness levels, authorities have been en-
couraging kids to walk, bike or blade to 
school. In Waterloo Region, the public 
health department promotes the practice, 
and planners pay more attention to safe 
school routes.

From an environmental perspective, 
every car trip avoided results in fewer 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The Ontario Walkability Study, prepared 
at the York University Centre for Applied 
Sustainability, attempted to quantify the 

extent of  the problems caused by travel-
ling to school by car instead of  on foot.

• Fewer than half  of  Canadian children 
now walk to school, and the fi gure drops 
to 10 per cent in the United States.

• 26.8 per cent of  Ontario students sur-
veyed said they would like to ride their 
bicycle to school, but only 3.5 per cent do. 

Two out of  three Canadian children do 
not meet average physical activity guide-
lines to achieve optimum growth and de-
velopment. 

• More than 25 per cent of  Canadian and 
American children and youth are over-
weight.

• Children may be more vulnerable to 
airborne pollution because their airways 
are narrower than those of  adults. 

Children have markedly increased needs 
for oxygen relative to their size. They 
breathe more rapidly and inhale more 
pollutants per pound of  body weight than 
adults do. In addition, they may spend 
more time engaged in vigorous outdoor 
activities than adults. 

In explaining their decision to drive kids 
to and from school, parents typically cite 
concerns about abduction and traffi c safe-
ty, the latter ironically heightened by the 

increased number of  cars around schools 
as parents act as shuttle services.

U.S. statistics show parents are right to 
fear their children could be struck by a 
car – being killed by a car while on foot is 
the second leading cause of  unintentional 
death in children under the age of  14. The 
top cause? Being killed while travelling as 
a passenger in a car. About 50 per cent of  
children hit by cars near schools are hit 
by parents of  other students, according to 
the National Highway Traffi c Safety Ad-
ministration).

As for strangers scooping kids off  the 
streets, a U.S. study shows school child is 
13 times more likely to die playing foot-
ball than to be the victim of  abduction.

Still, there’s a huge psychological bar-
rier to overcome. The media are partly to 
blame, reporting on every incident and 
scare on the continent and leaving the 
public with the idea things are getting 
worse. As with other crime fi gures, the 
statistics run contrary to perception.

As well, parents rushing to get kids mov-
ing as they head off  to work enjoy the con-
venience of  door-to-door transportation.

The real benefi ts of  walking do, however, 
far outweigh potential downsides.
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»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

Anglicans muck things up even more with anti-gay debate

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

Venezuela and Colombia appear to be edging toward war 
Something strange 
happens to the roads 
in eastern Colom-
bia. As you near the 
Venezuelan border, 
you suddenly come 
across long, dead-
straight stretches 
that are about eight 
lanes wide. They 

are, of  course, emergency air-strips 
for the Colombian air force to use in 
the event of  a war with Venezuela, 
and they date back to a period long 
before the current crisis between the 
two countries. But they are still there, 
and the topic is on the table again.

It’s hard to know how seriously 
to take Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez’s threats of  war with Colom-
bia, because he often talks like that. 
Speaking on his weekly television 
show, Chavez denounced last week-
end’s Colombian military incursion 
into Ecuador. 

“This could be the start of  a war 
in South America,” he warned, ad-
dressing Colombian president Alvaro 
Uribe. “If  it occurs to you to do this in 
Venezuela, President Uribe, I’ll send 
some Sukhois” (Russian warplanes 
recently bought by Venezuela). 

Then, intoxicated by his own rheto-
ric, Chavez upped the ante: “Mr. De-
fense Minister, move 10 battalions to 
the border with Colombia for me, im-
mediately – tank battalions. Deploy 
the air force. We don’t want war, but 

We might hardly call 
Henry VIII of  Eng-
land a role model for 
the sanctity of  mar-
riage, dealing fairly 
with unwanted wives 
or being a faithful 
Christian. He did, 
however, have a fine 
eye for legal niceties. 

When his older brother Arthur died, 
Henry, only 17 years old, married his 
brother’s widow, Catherine of  Aragon. 
That was on June 11, 1509. On June 24, 
1509, the two were crowned at Westmin-
ster Abbey. This marriage was impor-
tant to England since Catherine was 
Spanish and the marriages, Arthur’s 
and Henry’s, were seen as insurance 
against Anglo-Spanish squabbles be-
coming too severe.

In 1525, Henry got tired of  Catherine. 
Whether this was because she didn’t 
produce a son or because he got a young 
lady named Anne Boleyn in the family 
way is immaterial. What did matter is 
that Henry, after all this time, decided 
that his marriage should be annulled 
because Catherine and Arthur had 
been married, had consummated the 
marriage (evidently of  some impor-
tance in such matters) and Henry had 
thus married within the “prohibited 
degrees of  consanguinity” which is le-
galese for saying Catherine and he had, 
in the eyes of  church law, committed 
incest. 

The Pope was having no part of  that so 
Henry had the head of  his Lord Chan-
cellor Thomas More chopped off, and 
caused his pliable parliament to make 

we aren’t going to permit the empire 
(his term for the United States) ... to 
divide and weaken us.” All very excit-
ing stuff, but can he be serious? There 
hasn’t been a war between South 
American countries in more than 80 
years.

The trigger for this crisis was a Co-
lombian raid Mar. 1 that killed Raul 
Reyes, the second-in-command of  the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of  Co-
lombia (FARC), and 16 of  his compan-
ions. It was an important success in 
Alvaro Uribe’s long war against the 
Marxist guerilla army, but there was 
one little problem: it all happened on 
the far side of  Colombia’s border with 
Ecuador.

Colombia initially apologized, ex-
plaining that its troops had come un-
der fire from the FARC band, but it 
later became clear that Reyes and his 
men had been betrayed by a spy and 
killed in their sleep. The border viola-
tion was deliberate and premeditated. 
Two friendly governments might still 
have smoothed the matter over – after 
all, if  Ecuador was policing its border 
properly there should not have been 
any FARC troops on its territory, and 
besides no Ecuadorians were hurt 
in the operation – but these are not 
friendly governments.

Ecuador’s President Rafael Correa, 
like Venezuela’s Chavez, is one of  the 
“new left” leaders of  South America, 
whereas Alvaro Uribe is a conserva-
tive leader with close U.S. ties. Both 

Correa, whose country borders Co-
lombia on the south, and Chavez, 
whose country borders it on the east, 
essentially see FARC as a legitimate 
contender for power in Colombia. 
Chavez even eulogized Raul Reyes as a 
“good revolutionary” and condemned 
his “cowardly murder” by the Colom-
bian army.

Uribe (whose father was killed by 
FARC in a bungled kidnap attempt) 
has gradually been winning his war 
against the guerilla organization: 
numbers of  commanders have been 
killed or captured, and there is now 
a steady flow of  defectors. Nothing 
could be better for Colombia than an 
end to this crippling five-decade in-
surgency whose leaders still spout the 
antique Marxist rhetoric of  the 1960s. 
But both Chavez and Correa see FARC 
as a friendly force.

The Colombians have long suspected 
that Chavez allows FARC units to rest 
and re-train on Venezuelan soil. Cor-
rea has only been in power for little 
over a year, but the Colombian army 
claims to have found a letter from 
Reyes to the FARC high command in 
the dead man’s hard drive in which 
he recounts his discussions with the 
Ecuadorian security minister about 
establishing a permanent link with 
Correa’s government. So the Colom-
bian government suspects both its 
neighbours of  aiding and abetting 
FARC, and it may well be right. 

Venezuela and Ecuador fear that the 

recent Colombian incursion into the 
latter’s territory to kill FARC fight-
ers may be only the first of  many, and 
they also worry that the United States 
is encouraging such attacks as a way 
to destabilize these two leftist govern-
ments. They, too, may be right. 

Given these concerns and calcula-
tions, the apparent over-reaction of  
Chavez and Correa – Ecuador has also 
dispatched troops to the Colombian 
border, and both countries have ex-
pelled their Colombian ambassadors 
– may be quite rational. They may be 
trying to overstretch the Colombian 
army and give it a two-front problem, 
in order to protect their FARC friends 
and deter any further cross-border 
operations by the Colombians. 

But they’d never actually go to war, 
would they?  

It still seems very unlikely, in partic-
ular because the far more experienced 
Colombian army would dismantle any 
forces the Ecuadorians sent against it 
in a matter of  days. Venezuela and Co-
lombia are more evenly matched, and 
for that very reason it would not be in 
either government’s interest to have a 
war: neither side would win.

So that’s settled, then. Except that I 
keep remembering those emergency 
airstrips on the roads. Even long be-
fore Uribe and Chavez came to power, 
somebody thought that a war between 
Colombia and Venezuela was likely 
enough that they spent all that money 
preparing for it.

him head of  the church. Thus was 
born the Church of  England, which in 
Canada became known as the Anglican 
Church of  Canada and in the United 
States the Episcopalian Church. 

A rocky beginning, one might say.
When I’m asked what my religion is, 

I borrow a line from the American wit 
Will Rogers and say, “I belong to no 
organized church, I’m an Anglican.” 
This branch of  the Mairs became An-
glican when my Presbyterian great, 
great-grandfather, being one of  the 
first white settlers in New Zealand 
around 1818, and finding no Presby-
terian church, hooked up with an An-
glican priest named Henry Williams, 
with whom he also became a business 
partner. The two of  them brought the 
first two swarms of  honey bees to New 
Zealand. But I digress.

Time and space don’t permit a long 
discourse on how the new church fared 
under Catherine’s daughter Mary I 
(otherwise known as “Bloody Mary”). 
Suffice it to say that the unpleasantness 
between Church of  Englanders and Ro-
man Catholics remains to this day and, 
indeed, no Catholic can be monarch.

The problems of  the Church of  Eng-
land, and of  the Anglican Church es-
pecially, are now internal and involve 
doctrine. Specifically, the proper inter-
pretation of  the Bible with respect to 
homosexuals.

The church is no stranger to doctrinal 
deviation as demonstrated by Hewlett 
Johnson, called the “Red Dean” because 
he enthusiastically embraced commu-
nism in the early 1930s, an enthusiasm 
which continued until he died in 1966 

and included his support of  the USSR 
when they brutally put down the Hun-
garian revolution in 1956. Quite apart 
from looking and acting like an oddball, 
Johnson caused considerable unrest in 
the church. Many members saw him as 
a heretic for supporting godless Soviet 
Communism. In all events, the church 
survived even if  it didn’t prosper.

Fast forward to the 1960s and Bishop 
James Pike of  California, a chain smok-
er and alcoholic and probably a woman 
chaser. Pike was an early supporter of  
women as priests, racial desegregation, 
and the acceptance of  gays as commu-
nicants. 

He also questioned the Virgin Birth, 
the doctrine of  hell and the Trinity. 
Four times heresy proceedings were 
started but in the end the church 
thought it best to leave things alone. He 
died a mysterious death in the Israeli 
desert.

More recently N.T. “Tom” Wright, 
Bishop of  Durham and the fourth most 
senior cleric in the Church of  England, 
has denied the existence of  a soul and 
has denied heaven as most Christians 
envision it. 

The legacy of  Johnson, Pike, Wright 
and others (occasionally eccentric 
vicars even deny there is a God) is a 
church famous for its doctrinal loose-
ness while at the same time contain-
ing within it very conservative folks 
who are a whisk away from being Ro-
man Catholics. It survived, barely, the 
ordination of  women priests in many 
churches in the World Anglican Com-
munity and is now self-immolating on 
the question of  gay relationships and 

gay marriages.
I have little stomach left for the ques-

tion, “Are homosexuals sinners?” The 
Ten Commandments make it a sin to 
covet your neighbour’s wife but is si-
lent on homosexuality. Leviticus, the 
principal biblical injunction against 
sodomy (not homosexuality per se), 
also supports selling daughters into 
slavery. Jesus had nothing to say on the 
matter, despite the fact that homosexu-
ality was a widespread social custom 
of  Greek and Roman societies of  that 
time.

What I find strange is the response of  
the Anglican Church to the questions 
of  gay unions even unto marriage. The 
opponents assume that their church is 
blessing these unions or at least wants 
to. The church hasn’t the wit to make 
the obvious rejoinder: neither the 
church nor its priests bless anything. 
They ask God to bless – a very different 
thing indeed.

From time immemorial, Anglican 
priests have asked God’s blessing on 
warships and all who sail in them, 
knowing that given any provocation 
those ships will kill people. In fact, An-
glican priests have asked God’s bless-
ing on all manner of  things, including 
the marriages of  divorced people.

This issue goes to the root of  Protes-
tantism caused, in part, by priests in 
the Middle Ages granting forgiveness 
of  sins, called indulgences, for money. 
I’ve trawled through my old Book of  
Common Prayer looking in vain for 
places where the priest blesses. I have 
found innumerable places where he 

See MAIR »10
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»OBSERVER Q&A
Do you think they should ban smoking in vehicles where children are present?

“Yes. I used to smoke when 
my son was growing up. I’m 
an ex-smoker. ...  Now, when 
in vehicles that people smoke 
in, it’s terrible.”

Betty English »

“No. Because it’s personal 
space.  It’s your own personal 
property, right?”

Matt Schedler » Todd Woodhouse » Ron Nicholson  »

“Yes, I do.”

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

TODAY’S STUDENTS AREN’T CONSIDERED PARTICULARLY HEARTY, AS 
SCHOOLS ARE CLOSED WITH INCREASING REGULARITY THIS WINTER.

“Yes, I do.”

John Soehner,President 
of  C.H. Soehner Insurance Ltd. 

is pleased to announce that 
Joseph E. Jones 

has joined their sales staff 
as a registered insurance broker.

In his new position,Joseph will be
responsible for continued growth
and development of all lines of the
insurance business,specializing in
commercial. He is a graduate of Fanshawe College where he
obtained his diploma in business insurance. Joseph has also
obtained his Chartered Insurance Professional designation
from the Insurance Institute of Canada as well as the Canadian
Accredited Insurance Broker designation from the Insurance
Brokers Association of Canada. Joseph brings over 10 years of
industry experience. Prior to joining Soehner Insurance,Joseph
worked as an insurance adjuster for one of Canada’s largest
property and casualty insurance carriers. Joseph also has exten-
sive experience as a commercial/personal lines broker. 

Please do not hesitate to call Joseph for all of your insurance
needs. Welcome aboard Joe.

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED

Tel: 519-669-1661
jjones@soehnerinsurance.com
www.soehnerinsurance.com

50 Arthur St. S.
Elmira, ON 

N3B 2Z6

“Established 1925”

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556
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Apple Butter
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Muffins |Hotdog Buns
Hamburger Buns
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Pies | Cookies 
Meat Counter
Pork Sausages/Ribs/Chops/Cold Cuts
Bacon | Ham | Head Cheese/Liver Wurst
Black Angus Beef
Right from our farm
Most cuts available

Hours:  
Mon.-Fri.  | 9 - 6pm
Saturdays |9 - 5pm
Sundays | CLOSED Ka
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e 
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.

Lundy Rd.
Winterbourne

FARM FRESH EGGS

STARTINGFEBRUARYOPEN AT9AM

                Chef Jeff has a Sweet Tooth!

BBBUGGFEAST
land

BUTTERFLY CONSERVATORY

  March 7th-16th

Wings of Paradise Butterfly Conservatory
2500 Kossuth Rd, Cambridge, ON

Located off Hwy 24 just north of the 401
519.653.1234

Sample REAL INSECTS in CANDY!

Samples are included with admission

BUGFEAST runs during MARCH BREAK

PLUS! Check out the bugs & butterflies too!

COME EAT A BUG AT ...

      
       

         
                 SPECTACULAR BUTTERFLIES IN A TROPICAL GARDEN!

www.wingsofparadise.com

asks for God’s blessing 
but none where he pur-
ports to usurp God’s 
function. The Anglican 
Church does not marry 
gay couples and, I’m told 
on high authority, has no 
intention to. 

It also goes to the nub 
of  the matter. Anglican 
priests have the power 
to ask God to bless but 
no power to do it in their 
own name or that of  the 
Church. Because of  this, 
the church is splitting 
apart and in many cases 
going to court over par-
ish holdings. 

I suppose I should be 
charitable to those who 
are splitting my church 
but that’s too much to 
ask. There isn’t, I dare-
say, a single one of  them 
who is without sin – 
many of  whom, like 

divorced persons, are 
ongoing sinners. These 
defectors are hypocrites. 
Their sin is OK, but the 
conduct of  gays, which 
if  sinful (a big “if ”) 
doesn’t even rank in the 
top 10 sins, is cause for a 
schism. 

Make no mistake about 
it, this is homophobia 
in spite of  tendentious 
pleas from the rebels 
that they simply want 
the church to return to 
“traditional” ways. 

Wavering Anglican 
though I am, I think I 
speak for a lot of  mem-
bers in saying that’s a 
load of  barnyard drop-
pings and the rebels de-
serve our thanks for so 
dramatically lowering 
the level of  hypocrisy in 
all our parishes.

And, oh yes . . . good 
riddance.

Mair: No place for 
homophobia here
» From page 09

ANNOUNCEMENT

Gregg Stockdale
Sales & Leasing

165 Weber St. S., Waterloo ON N2J 4A6
Tel 519-742-4463 ext 228
Cell 519-580-7733
Toll Free 1-800-387-5337
gstockdale@forbesmotors.com
www.forbesauto.com

The Management &Staff at
Frobes Motors Inc. would like
to welcome Gregg Stockdale
to their team.

A resident of Wellesley and with
many years of General Motors
experience, Gregg invites his
friends, family and clients to visit
him at Forbes for all their
automotvie need.
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UP, UP AND AWAY Crews may have spent more time deicing planes this winter, but for Mesaba’s (North West) Ken Rankin, it’s all part of the booming business at the RWIA.  And it looks to stay that way as local 
residents head south over the March break.
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Getting away from it all
Endless winter, strong loonie combine to send more travellers through the doors of Breslau airport

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

A long, cold winter and a 
strong Canadian dollar have 
made for good business at 
the Region of  Waterloo Inter-
national Airport (RWIA) in 
Breslau, as thousands of  res-
idents use the terminal to es-
cape the dreary conditions.

With spring break on the 
horizon, and no sign of  im-
provement in the weather, 
the airport can bank on see-
ing even more business in 
the coming weeks. 

“What I’m seeing this week 
and next week is lots of  fami-

lies that are taking the service 
and going to Florida destina-
tions. I’m seeing lots of  people 
using the charter services that 
we have here. Our charters 
have been quite full [as have]
trips to the Caribbean, so, 
we’re seeing a very busy pe-
riod over the March break and 
the week preceding the March 
break here,” said manager 
of  airport development, Jeff  
Schelling, noting this stretch 
marks one of  the busiest times 
of  the year.

“Winter is a busy time for 
charters, fall and spring are 
busy times for business ser-
vice, so it depends what type 

of  service is offered – they all 
have their peak times.” 

Although spring break makes 
for a typically busy travel pe-
riod, a strong Canadian dol-
lar and the array of  expanded 
services combine to encour-
age even more traffic at RWIA, 
said Schelling. 

The airport has stepped up 
its offering in the last year. In 
that vein, a Saturday service 
between Waterloo Region and 
Ottawa on Bearskin Airlines 
starts Mar. 29 – the number of  
people flying through the Bre-
slau airport is expected to rise 
by some 10 per cent in 2008. 
Some 90,000 travellers passed 

through the gates at the facil-
ity in 2007, and that number is 
expected to top 100,000 as those 
services added midway last 
year will have been operation-
al for a full 12 months. 

“No question about it, we’re 
seeing a very busy time here at 
the airport,” he noted. “We’ve 
had some fairly significant 
growth in terms of  the people 
that are using the airport.” 

Currently at RWIA, North-
west Airlines offers three dai-
ly flights to its central hub in 
Detroit. WestJet offers daily 
nonstop service to Calgary, 
with connections available to 
Vancouver, Kelowna, Victo-

ria, Abbotsford, Edmonton, 
Regina and Saskatoon. 

In addition to its recently 
announced Saturday service, 
Bearskin Airlines operates a 
service to the nation’s capital 
three times daily. 

Seasonal sun charter services 
– Sunquest, Signature, Transat 
Holidays – are also available 
during the winter months but 
sales are expected to spike in 
the next few weeks.

“We’re busy for the next few 
weeks,” said Sunquest spokes-
person Kerry Sharpe. The 
company offers travel pack-
ages to Punta Cana and Puerto 

See AIRPORT »12
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»FOOD FOR THOUGHT | OWEN ROBERTS

Taking measures to boost food security

The Circovirus Inoculation Program (CIP) will provide 
eligible hog producers with financial assistance to help offset costs 

related to testing, diagnosis and treatment of hog herds for Porcine 
Circovirus Associated Diseases (PCVAD2).

Requirements 
• Hog owners or herd managers who have tested their herd(s) for PCVAD2 

since March 1, 2006 can receive up to $150 per test, up to $2,000 per fiscal 
year, and up to $4,000 for the duration of the program.

• Certified diagnostic testing or a clinical diagnosis is required by a 
veterinarian to qualify for assistance.

• For a clinical diagnosis to be eligible, it must have been performed 
between March 1, 2006 and November 15, 2007.

Vaccination
Hog owners or herd managers whose animals were part of a herd that 
tested positive for PCVAD2 can receive up to $1 per piglet and up to 
$7 per gilt, sow and/or boar.

Circovirus Inoculation Program

Application deadline is December 31, 2008
For more information, 

or if you have not received an application form by mail, call 

1-800-667-8567 or visit www.agr.gc.ca/cdhi

AgriInvest - $600 Million Kickstart  
A New Business Risk Management Program:

Growing Forward

AgriInvest is a farmer account designed to help farmers manage small margin 
declines. It replaces coverage previously provided under the Canadian Agricultural 
Income Stabilization (CAIS) program for margin declines of less than 15%. 

Federal, provincial and territorial governments are launching AgriInvest as part 
of the new Business Risk Management program suite. The federal government 
is contributing $600 million to kickstart farmer accounts.

The New Business Risk Management suite also includes:

AgriStability – Support for farmers when they have large margin declines.

AgriInsurance – Coverage for insurable production losses.

AgriRecovery – The disaster relief framework.

If you have not yet received a notice for AgriInvest Kickstart call 1-866-367-8506 
or visit www.agr.gc.ca/agriinvest to apply.

The deadline to participate in the
AgriInvest - $600 million Kickstart is April 14, 2008

Growing Forward

A vision for a pro table, innovative, competitive, market-oriented 
agriculture, agri-foods and agri-based products industry.

Visiting the grocery 
store, it’s eye-opening 
to see how much of  
the food we buy is 
imported. Not that 
choice is bad – on the 
contrary, it’s great 
to have the variety 
and the quality. But 
there’s no substitute 

for fresh, local food, produced by farm-
ers who live nearby, produce their har-
vests right under your nose and need 
your support to survive.

Instinct tells me the situation is improv-
ing to favour more local food, given the 
skyrocketing interest in the matter. The 
will to patronize local food producers is 
well-documented in some quarters, and 
local food campaigns are making sure 
we know the environmental, economic 
and nutritional virtues of  buying from 
our neighbours.

But it takes ceaseless energy to move 
consumers’ routine from the cheapest 
to the best. We know that at last count, 
it was the big box stores, not the mid-size 
supermarkets with their Ontario Fresh 
campaigns, which were inching forward 
in market gain. Their strategy is to at-
tract price-conscious consumers.

However, we also know that thanks to 
the efforts of  farmers’ market promot-
ers such as Farmers Markets Ontario 
and campaigns such as Buy Local! Buy 
Fresh!, local food has a better chance 
than ever of  making it onto more peo-
ples’ plates.

At least, that’s the situation in variety-
rich southern Ontario, where we’re 
blessed with more bounty than we really 
appreciate.

But what about the north? What about 
cities such as Thunder Bay, where the 
growing season is appreciably shorter 
and population numbers are smaller, so 
the odds of  having a strong local food 
movement are theoretically weakened?

Well, it seems Thunder Bay isn’t play-
ing by the odds. Collectively, its citizens 
missed the statistics and geography lec-
tures that suggested it was too removed 
from the south and too small to develop 
its own local food.

I had the pleasure of  visiting Thunder 
Bay last week as part of  Lakehead Uni-
versity’s annual graduate student biol-
ogy symposium, to speak to students 
about communicating science. On a 
subsequent tour of  the region, courtesy 
of  local dairy farmer Christina Mol, a 
2003 graduate of  the Ontario Agricul-
tural College who is now working on her 
master’s of  science degree at Lakehead, 
I discovered Thunder Bay is on fire for 
local food. The city is home to a fledgling 
but exciting farmers’ market, a vibrant 
local farm economy built around the 
productive Slate River Valley nearby, 
and a progressively minded food secu-
rity research network at Lakehead, bent 
on community service learning and 
bringing it all together for the benefit of  
northern Ontario.

Farmers are feeling the positive effect 
of  local food. For example, beef  and 

sheep farmer Bill Groenheide, the first 
of  two northern Ontario participants 
of  the Guelph-based Advanced Agricul-
tural Leadership Program, says growing 
interest in local food is making it pos-
sible for his family of  six to keep farm-
ing, even during these incredibly tough 
times for livestock farmers. Customers 
at the farmers’ market pay a 15 per cent 
premium for his Red Angus beef  be-
cause he can trace its roots to his farm 
near Gillies, just outside of  the city.

Groenheide goes the extra step to edu-
cate his customers by showing up every 
Saturday morning at the market, and 
by inviting them to his farm on Sun-
days, so they can witness his low-input 
production approach first-hand. He es-
timates about 10 per cent of  those who 
buy his Tarrymore Farms products ac-
cept his invitation, and while it’s time-
consuming to host farm visits, it’s part 
of  doing business in today’s consumer 
environment. “Young people are doing 

their research,” he says. “They want to 
know how you keep your animals and 
your land. You need to be open with your 
customers.”

That approach is resonating with oth-
ers. The bustling farmers’ market, with 
its 40 food vendors, has a waiting list of  
another 40 hopefuls who are anxious to 
connect with the local-food crowd. The 
local cattle producers’ association is 
working with the food security network 
towards its own brand of  beef. Outstand-
ing local food-related businesses such as 
the Thunder Oak Cheese Farm are grow-
ing by up to 10 per cent a year as they try 
to keep up with the demand.

Lakehead’s business students are bas-
ing case studies on the local food sector’s 
growth. They’ll have a lot to work with, 
and their results should be of  interest to 
farmers anywhere there’s a potential to 
connect with local consumers … which 
is pretty well everywhere, no matter 
where in Ontario you farm.

Plata in the Dominican Republic from 
the regional gateway.

“They’ve been strong years, in gener-
al ... (due to) the good range of  product 
out there in the south with good prices 
for packages,” said Sharpe, suggesting 
that this year’s harsher winter may 
have played a role in boosting sales. 

Schelling also noted that is a pos-

Airport: Off to the sunny south
sibility but underscored the fact that 
adverse weather in the region is some-
thing of  a double-edged sword. 

“Weather continues to be a challenge; 
we’ve had one of  the most difficult win-
ters in recent memory so, people are 
encouraged to check with the airlines 
with the status of  flights and keep cur-
rent and make sure they allow them-
selves plenty of  time for travel.”

» From page 11
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Tire pressure, air filters 
and oil changes may not 
normally come up in con-
versation when women get 
together, but they should, 
says a local technician.

And he plans to make it 
happen.

Dennis Frey is hosting a 
free, women-only car-care 
clinic Mar. 13 at Lloyd 
Frey’s Garage in Flora-
dale to help women feel 
more comfortable driving 
and maintaining their ve-
hicles.

“According to some statis-
tics, there’s a lot of  people 
driving [who] hardly un-
derstand anything about 
their vehicles as far as 
maintenance and upkeep,” 
he said, which can lead to 
both safety and financial 
issues.

For example, some peo-
ple do not understand that 
caution lights mean stop 
and get the problem fixed, 
not drive on until it is too 
late, he said.

“A car is not a profitable 
investment, but it is an 
investment. … Driving it 

»FOR WOMEN ONLY

Women out from behind the wheel
Floradale garage’s car-care clinic aims to make drivers more aware about looking after their cars

and not looking after it, 
you’re going to depreci-
ate it really quick because 
it’s going to start to break-
down.”

The March session will 
cover a broad range of  
basic preventative main-
tenance, said clinic in-
structor Kelly Williams, 
including topics such as 
fluids, air filters, wiper 
blades and tires.

As a former race car 
driver and spokesperson 
for Be Car Care Aware, 
Williams makes the infor-
mation fun and easy for 
women to understand.

For example, she com-
pares things like winter 
tires to winter boots to 
help explain why they 
work.

“The challenge is getting 
the women to come out to 
the shop, that’s the biggest 
part. Once they get there, 
they’re so happy that they 
came,” she said of  the re-
sponse.

Williams first became in-
terested in cars at age 17, 
when her dad came home 
one day and asked if  she 
wanted to race.

After spending 15 years 

competing in the Cana-
dian Association for Stock 
Car Auto Racing (CAS-
CAR) series, she eventual-
ly transitioned to car care 
education and now has 
two years of  clinics under 
her belt.

Like Frey, she hopes wom-
en gain confidence from 
these workshops, rather 
than actual skills. Despite 
knowing her way around 
cars, Williams takes her 
own 2001 Audi TT to a shop 
for repairs and is a strong 
proponent of  finding a re-
liable mechanic.

But that does not mean 
people should rely solely 
on others for car care.

“If  you drive a car, you 
need information about 
your vehicle.

“A car is the second-
biggest investment some-
body’s going to make, so 
why not take the time to 
learn a little bit about it?”

The free car-care clinic 
takes place Mar. 13 at 
6:30 p.m. at Lloyd Frey’s 
Garage, 2316 Floradale 
Rd. Space is limited to 30 
spots, which can be re-
served by calling Dennis 
at 519-669-8818.

UNDER THE HOOD Former race car driver Kelly Williams will help women feel more comfortable 
about car maintenance during her free car-care clinic Mar. 13 at Lloyd Frey’s Garage in Floradale.
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 GARAGE LTD.

LL
OYD

FREY’S

FLORADALE, ONTARIO

HOSTED AT:
2316 Floradale Road,

Floradale Road, Ontario

519.669.8818Call
Dennis

LADIES ONLY...
NO men allowed

Seating is limited,
so call Dennis today!

HOSTED AT:

so call Dennis today!so call Dennis today!

Thursday
March 13, 2008

6:30PM - 9:00PM

March 13, 2008
6:30

Kelly
Williams
Be Car Care Aware

spokeswomen

FREELadies only

Hours: Mon. Wed. Fri.: 8am - 6pm, Tues. Thurs.: 9am - 5pm, Sat.: 9am - 1pm

LOSE 25LBS
BY MAY 24...

FOR JUST

519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRA

AS OUR CLIENTS VARY, SO DO THEIR RESULTS.

www.herbalmagic.ca

$6.00/WEEK*

AS OUR CLIENTS VARY, SO DO THEIR RESULTS.

Eleanor
Lost 131

pounds and
135 inches

“The program is so easy. I feel 
fabulous! I have increased self-

esteem and I feel attractive on the 
outside and the inside. I love myself 

and my new body. I am much happier 
and healthier. No more size 20!”

VANESSA MOSS

Donning green- and yellow-striped 
helmets for the occasion, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings celebrated a first-round 
Junior B playoff  victory Wednesday 
against the Waterloo Siskins thanks 
to strong play from an unexpected 

Kings advance to second round
Team bounces back from Tuesday night loss to finish Waterloo series in five

line.
“Tonight we got some sparks from 

guys that you don’t normally hear 
about,” coach Geoff  Haddaway said 
after the game. “Riley [Sonnenburg] 
and Addison Fisher – those guys go 
under the radar a lot of  times and to-
night they stepped up and it just ig-
nited the whole bench.”

Coming off  a 6-5 loss Tuesday night 
in game four, the Kings took the se-
ries with a 5-2 win at home.

The first-place Kings expected, and 
got, a hard battle from the eighth-
place Siskins, despite a 27-point dif-
ference in the regular season stand-
ings of  the Mid-Western Junior 
Hockey League. See KINGS »15

ON WE GO Left: The Elmira Sugar Kings celebrate their fifth and final goal during Wednesday’s 5-2 victory over the Waterloo Siskins. With the first round of playoffs 
now under their belts, the Kings will move on to round two. Top right: Elmira’s Brent Freeman crashes the net during the Kings 3-2 win in game three Sunday. Bottom 
right: King Cal Myerscough dekes around a Siskin and nabs an assist in game five.
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Chris Gee spends hours pouring over 
hockey statistics. No, he’s not a league 
official or a hardcore poolie, rather, the 
former Elmira resident has made Can-
ada’s national pastime the focus of  his 
doctoral work.

By studying hockey players, the Ph. D. 
candidate of  sports psychology at the 
University of  Toronto hopes to better 
understand what makes them tick.

A graduate of  the Woolwich Minor 
Hockey Association (WMHA) program, 
these days Gee is usually found off  the 
ice, going through statistics and an-
swers to his survey, which is available 
online at the WMHA website (www.
woolwichminorhockey.ca). 

Through his voluntary survey, which 
takes approximately 30 minutes to com-
plete, Gee is looking to better under-
stand the relationships between players 
and their teammates, coaches, and par-
ents. The objective is to examine how 
amateur hockey players’ are influenced 
and impacted by those around them.

“Basically we’re looking at how your 
mom and dad’s attitudes towards hock-
ey, and about the different things within 
hockey, influence your attitudes and, ul-
timately, how does that actually impact 
your behaviour,” Gee explained in an 
interview.

Call him 
Dr. Hockey

»BEHIND THE GaME

Former Elmira resident 
studies Canada’s 
pastime as he pursues 
his Ph. D. in psychology

See GEE »17
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Things could get ugly in the battle of the sockses

®2007 CASE CORPORATION   |   Visit us on the World Wide Web at www.caseih.com   |   Case IH is a registered trademark of Case Corporation

The Day You’ve Been Waiting For

Pancakes - Door Prizes - Popcorn - Parts Specials
Instant Draws - New CASE IH Tractors

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYCUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY
STOLTZTOLTZS SALES & SERVICE

TUESDAY - MARCH 11
10:00AM - 4:00PM

519-669-1561
6805 Line 86 W. - Elmira

VISIT US AT www.stoltzsales.com
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RESIDENTIAL WIND GENERATOR

For Home, Cottages, Marine & Recreation Vehicles

Solar charging kits to complete grid tie or off grid systems

105 Lexington Rd. Unit 11
Waterloo, Ontario • 519.747.2288Waterloo, Ontario • 519.747.2288 WWW.RETPOWER.COM

Renewable Energy Technology Power

“They played us tough,” 
Fisher said. “You can’t 
just take teams lightly, 
and they showed that. 
Losing last night, it re-
ally woke us up and we 
had to play that much 
better tonight.”

Elmira took an early 
lead Wednesday as Chad 
Hepburn netted one at 
5:39 from Troy Murray 
and John Lunney.

Faltering a bit in the 
second half  of  the fi rst 
and early in the second, 
Waterloo’s Justin Knee 
took advantage and the 
lead changed hands 2-1.

Then, at 11:40, rookie 
Sonnenburg scored un-
assisted and Elmira got 
the boost it needed.

“I thought we were 
playing alright and then 
we make one mistake 
and they score a goal 
and we were starting 
to get down a little bit, 
but then Riley comes 
out and scores a goal,” 
Haddaway said.

“That’s why we always 
say to guys, ‘there are 
20 guys on the ice that 
are going to make us 
successful.’”

Following up his team-
mate, Brock Zinken 
gave Elmira a 3-2 lead 

at 15:43 on a pass from 
Trent Brown and Lun-
ney. The team came 
up with another from 
Zinken and Garrett 
Rank at 18:06.

Going into the third 
frame, Waterloo took 
one last shot at prolong-
ing the series by making 
clean, solid checks and 
staying out of  the box. 
When Rank racked up 
a four-minute penalty 
for high sticking at 5:54, 
the Siskins were given 
a chance, but were un-
able to crack Elmira’s 

Kings: Other playoff battles will decide team’s next opponent
» From page 14 specialty teams, which 

effectively kept the play 
out of  their end.

Following the penalty 
kill, the Kings kept up 
the pace and Sonnen-
burg clinched their 
victory at 14:30 when 
Cal Myerscough deked 
around a defender and 
shot a pass from behind 
the net.

With that goal, Son-
nenburg doubled his 
regular-season goal tal-
ly, a great boost for the 
club, Haddaway said.

Pumped up from the 

playoff  atmosphere and 
some extra ice time, 
Fisher said he was pre-
pared to step up his 
game Tuesday night.

“You’ve always got 
to be ready when your 
number’s called. … 
You just hype yourself  
up and whenever your 
number’s called, you go 
out there and give it 110 
per cent.”

While stopping to sa-
vour this recent win 
briefl y, both Fisher and 
Haddaway said they 
were already thinking 

My wife and I are at 
war right now. It’s 
not an overt war, 
but it is a war nev-
ertheless. And it is 
sure to escalate.

Rest assured, this 
is not something I 
enter into lightly 
– war is never a de-

sirable choice. But our talks broke 
down, the ultimatum has passed, 
and she has left me with no other op-
tions: she stole my favourite pair of  
hunting socks.

Needless to say, she has spun that 
around. She claims that she has con-
fiscated them for purely humanitar-
ian reasons. She has even suggested 
that, on my feet, they were potential-
ly weapons of  mass destruction. But 
I assure you, I used those socks for 
strictly peaceful purposes. 

Besides, historically, they have al-
ways been mine. Any international 
body would undoubtedly recognize 
that I have held sovereignty over 

those gray wool socks since duck 
camp of  2005 – which, I suppose, ex-
plains why my wife laughed when I 
suggested we take this matter to The 
Hague.

Let me also state that those socks 
represent a rich and valued part of  
my heritage and she has no right-
ful claim over them. Furthermore, I 
will not rest until they are returned 
to me.

Many have advised me that this is a 
battle I cannot win; they’ve suggest-
ed that I’ve taken on a superpower 
whose might far surpasses my own. 
Perhaps, but surely God is on my 
side. 

What are my choices? If  I were to 
cave in on this, she would just con-
tinue her wanton aggressions – old 
T-shirts, baseball caps, and comfort-
able sweaters would be targeted too. 
And, I don’t mean to sound alarm-
ist, but after that, your comfortable 
socks would not be safe either. 

In other words, I am your first line 
of  defense. This is not just about 

hunting socks – it’s about stopping 
her aspirations of  world domi-
nance.

By the way, I’d like to know where 
my public support is? Where are the 
protesters carrying placards in sup-
port of  my just cause? Why is my 
wife not censured in public places? 
And why is Bono so uncharacteristi-
cally silent?

I’m sorry if  I lashed out. It’s just 
that this has been a very difficult 
time for me. I love those socks. She, 
on the other hand, is merely exploit-
ing them.

In fact, she’s wearing them right 
now, though there is no need. The 
house is warm and those socks were 
designed for cold November morn-
ings. Therefore, I would suggest to 
you that she is trying to goad me 
into using force to take them back. 

But, between you and me, I have al-
ready ruled out a full frontal attack. 
I’m trying to avoid unacceptable ca-
sualties on my side. 

Instead, I’m planning a surgical 

strike. 
Even now, I’m in my office practic-

ing swift sock removal on the dog. 
Right now, I can be in and out in 
45 seconds with the hostages – but 
that’s provided that I create a diver-
sion by rubbing the target’s tummy. 
This, as I see it, is the only problem 
with the plan.

I need another way.
The sad part is, I don’t anticipate 

this ending any time soon. We’re en-
tering into a guerrilla war. All sorts 
of  innocents will get hurt before it 
is resolved. It’s the children I worry 
about most. As this escalates, they’ll 
witness things that no child should 
have to – ugly things that could po-
tentially scar them for life … per-
haps even longer. 

As much as this saddens me, it is 
the only way. In two minutes I’ll step 
out into the kitchen and fire the first 
retaliatory salvo – while wearing 
her pantyhose. 

Yes, war is hell. But good hunting 
socks are a worthy cause.

about round two.
“[The players will] 

rest some bumps and 
bruises obviously, but 
[also] get ready for the 
next series because Wa-

terloo was a great op-
ponent and they played 
us really tough, but the 
next series is going to 
be tougher,” Haddaway 
said.
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REGION OF WATERLOO
2008 ACCESSIBILITY PLAN

NOW AVAILABLE!
The Region has an annual plan to make its services and sites more accessible for 
people with disabilities. Copies of the Region’s fifth annual accessibility plan are now 
available free of charge.

Ana Popa

E-mail at access@region.waterloo.on.ca

This plan is also available in alternate formats 

NATURESCAPING SEMINARS
Learn Attractive Ways to Naturalize your Property

To register for any of the above seminars, please call 519-575-4021

Presented by the Region of Waterloo
*Saturday, March 8, 10 a.m. - Cambridge Centre for the Arts, Multi-Purpose Room

"Heroes in Hot Spots" - Learn how to prepare and plant these long-blooming, 
drought tolerant perennials that are great in the front entrance or cottage 
garden.

Sunday, March 9, 1 p.m. - Sheridan Nurseries, Kitchener

"Long Seasonal Bloom - Low Maintenance, Year-Round Perennial Colour" - 
Proven techniques to ease the gardening chores and maximize the colourful 
display.

*Saturday, March 29, 10 a.m. - St. Jacobs Country Gardens

"Fabulous Choices in Shade" - Many water efficient plant choices are 
available to spruce up
a shady garden bed.

Sunday, March 30, 1 p.m. - Sheridan Nurseries, Kitchener

"100 'I Can't Kill It' Water Efficient Perennials for Beginners" - The 
starting staples for design with a focus on water efficient perennials 
and shrubs

*Saturday, April 5, 10 a.m. - Meadow Acres Garden Centre, Petersburg

"Weed Free, Water Free, No Mow Gardening" - How to choose water 
wise plants, efficient mulching practices and how to enhance your 
colour year-round

Sunday, April 6, 1 p.m. - Sheridan Nurseries, Kitchener

"Grow Wild" - Plant to attract hummingbirds, moths, birds, butterflies, 
frogs and salamanders. More birds, less water, fewer chemicals.

*For attendees wishing to stay, these presentations will be followed by:
Simple Steps to a Healthy, Pesticide-Free Lawn.
Presented by: Kitchener Master Gardeners. Learn welltried techniques to grow a naturally 
strong and healthy lawn without pesticides.

7 Homes in your area will be given the opportunity 
of having an INTERLOCK metal roofing system 
installed on their home at a reasonable cost. This 
lifetime product is capturing the interest of 
homeowners across the country who want to know 
this will be the last time they will have to re-roof 
their home. Our product is environmentally friendly 
and comes with a transferable Lifetime Limited 
Warranty with an excellent choice of colours to 
complement your home and is going to be 
introduced to your local market. Your home can be a 
show place in your neighborhood and we will make 
it worth your while if we can use your home.

Please call Angelo:

1-866-601-7366
Toll-Free 24 hours 7 Day a week

www.yournextroof.ca

WANTED:
7 Homes

That Need
Roofing

VANESSA MOSS

After a season-long 
battle from the bottom 
up, the Wellesley Apple-
jacks ended their year 
with a mixture of  dis-
appointment and pride 
last weekend.

As fans roared in the 
stands both Saturday 
at home and Sunday 
in Burford, the Jacks 
put up a fight against 
the Bulldogs, first win-
ning game six 5-2 and 
then losing 2-1 in game 
seven.

This first-round loss 
was déjà vu for many 
of  the players, who suf-
fered the same fate last 
season. But the Jacks’ 
coach thinks they 
caught a bad break Sun-
day and that their luck 
could change next year.

“I thought we played 
well enough to win on 
Sunday. We played our 
game from start to fin-
ish: we hit, we played 
defensive, we kept the 
score down right where 
we wanted it. We just 
couldn’t catch a break 
in front of  that net and, 
ultimately, it ended up 
costing us,” Kevin Lob-
singer said.

Coming out for game 
six Mar. 1, the Jacks 

Close, but Jacks fall in seven games
Hometown edge allowed Wellesley to tie series before tight battle in deciding game against Burford

had a full crowd behind 
them and they used that 
to their advantage.

In the first, Mike Fish-
er gave his team the 
lead at 13:00 on a pass 
from Brady Hauck.

Then Owen Engel 
made it 2-0 in the first 
shift of  the second from 
Scott Hanley, followed 
by a Burford goal less 
than a minute in.

At 10:33, Burford’s Dal-
las Boakes potted his 
second of  the game to 
tie things up going into 
the second intermis-
sion.

“We got running 
around a little bit in 
the second period and 
that gave Burford the 
chance to come back 
and tie it up, but I 
thought the first period 
and the third period, 
we played our game and 
controlled the game,” 
said Lobsinger.

During the second 
break, Wellesley’s Scott 
Litt literally laid out the 
situation for his team.

He wrote down all the 
names of  the players 
not coming back next 
year on a board and cau-
tioned them not to let 
Saturday be the end of  
their hockey careers.

“That gave them that 
little bit of  a boost, be-

cause all of  a sudden 
you see 11 names on a 
board where this could 
be their last game. I 
think that gave them 
a little bit of  a jump to 
get going.”

It also helped that a 
Burford player told the 
Jacks to get their golf  
clubs shined up as they 
headed into the dress-
ing room, Lobsinger 
said.

Those comments, plus 
the fan-backing seemed 
to do the trick as the 
Jacks came out hard in 
the third, scoring three 
unanswered goals to 
force Burford into game 
seven.

“To see the stands that 
full and then you go up 
to Burford on Sunday 
and normally when we 
skate out on the ice, 
we’re getting booed out 
there every game in the 
playoffs, all of  a sud-
den you can’t hear the 
boos because there’s 
100 of  our fans that are 
screaming and cheer-
ing as well – that was 
just fantastic.”

The first of  the three 
goals came from Fisher, 
who scored his second 
of  the game at 0:59 on a 
power play, followed by 
Jake Albrecht (assisted 

NOT QUITE Wellesley applejacks players Owen Engel (left) and Brett vanGerwen close in on the Burford net 
but fail to score in game six Mar. 1. The Jacks went on to win 5-2, but lost the series the next night.
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See JACKS »17
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MARCH 8 - 15

HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-8, Sat. 9-5:00

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

519-669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

ATHLETIC 
FOOTWEAR
TAX RELIEF
SALE
Get a discount 
equivalent to the 
taxes on all athletic 
footwear during 
March Break!

SKATE SHARPENING AND REPAIRS

EVERYTHING
HOCKEY
EVERYTHING
HOCKEY

SKATE SHARPENING AND REPAIRS

EVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHINGEVERYTHING
50%50%

OFFOFF

UP TOUP TO

48 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-8799
Mon-Wed. 9-6, Thurs, Fri. 9-8, Sat. 9-5, Sun. Closed

VANESSA MOSS

The Elmira Sugar Kings’ weekend playoff  run 
left them up 3-0 in the best-of-seven series with 
the Waterloo Siskins as Elmira took Friday’s 
game 4-2 and ended Sunday’s match at home 3-2 
in overtime.

“I thought it was a playoff-like atmosphere: 
some tight checking and there were still some 
good offensive chances too, so it had a little bit of  
everything,” coach Geoff  Haddaway said of  game 
three.

Sunday’s match was definitely a fan-pleaser, 
with lots of  aggressive play and a nail-biting fin-
ish. Elmira’s coach said the game proved that Wa-
terloo is not going to give up without a fight.

“I think Waterloo showed that they have a lot of  
character and that it takes four games to win a 
series.”

The Siskins got the rough battle going in the first 
with some hard hits and a handful of  penalties.

Elmira’s Cal Myerscough was on the receiving 
end of  one of  the worst blasts and struggled to get 
up afterwards.

“It shook me up a bit, but I’ll be fine,” he said.
While Waterloo was handing out the hits, Elmi-

ra pounded shots on the net: 14 versus Waterloo’s 
seven.

The Kings failed to capitalize on their chances 
however until the second, when Michael Ther-
rien potted one at 4:50 from Brent Freeman, fol-
lowed up by a Waterloo goal at 8:12.

Myerscough said that at that point, the Kings 
started to slip a bit.

“When we do start getting penalties and stop 
moving our feet and stop hitting, then we get 
away from our game –  we give the other team a 
chance, especially on power plays to take advan-
tage and we just need to stay out of  the box and 
use our speed to create chances.”

Sitting 1-1 going into the third, both teams turned 
up the heat, with tight checks and fast feet.

Haddaway said the team recognized Waterloo’s 
physical presence and countered it well.

After the Siskins took a 2-1 lead with two min-
utes to go in the third, John Lunney got the crowd 
on its feet by netting one from Freeman on a pow-
er play at 19:49.

“Anytime you have 26 seconds left to go and 
you’re down a goal and the faceoff ’s in your own 
zone, nobody’s thinking we’re going to score a 
goal there. So, I think the guys showed a lot of  
character, a lot of  resolve to force it into over-
time,” Haddaway said.

“We were pumped in our game,” added Myer-
scough. “We know all the things that we’re sup-
posed to do. We just have to remain focused and 
go out there and do them.”

The extra frame saw the Kings shine as they 
kept up the pace and took the match at 3:35; Gar-
rett Rank from Patrick Shantz and Lunney made 
it 3-2.

“I thought overtime was our best spurt of  hock-
ey last night. [We] played with a lot of  energy,” 
Haddaway said.

The Kings’ close finish Sunday should give them 
a little extra confidence in the coming games, he 
added, but that doesn’t guarantee wins.

“They [the players] realize that nothing’s been 
accomplished, so we just have to keep going.

“Waterloo’s got too much pride and they have a 
lot of  good hockey players there, so I wouldn’t ex-
pect anything but their best performance.”

Kings go up 3-0 
in series before 
dropping one

»JUNIOR B

Game three proves to be classic 
playoff hockey, with home team 
winning an overtime decision

Rather than qualifying the in-
formation as positive or nega-
tive the study will, among other 
things, consider whether knowl-
edge of  such variables ahead of  
time might help predict certain 
types of  behaviours, patterns or 
performances. 

“One of  the markers would look 
specifically at penalties: if  you 
had a parent who was really pro-
fighting and was really kind of  
lax on sportsmanship and rules, 
do those attitudes translate into 
the child’s attitudes and then do 
these types of  attitudes predis-
pose the child to getting penal-
ties?” Gee explained.

As a sport psychologist looking 
to compete his PhD by next fall, 
it was only natural that hockey 
provide the subject for his proj-
ect. Born in Thunder Bay, at the 
age of  10  Gee moved to Elmira, 
where he rose through the ranks 
of  WMHA. Even now, living and 
working in Toronto, Gee contin-
ues to satisfy his love of  the game 
playing pickup hockey once a 
week and coaching a sledge hock-
ey team in Mississauga.

“I think the kind of  central role 
that hockey plays in the develop-
ment of  young boys at least in 
this country, it made sense when I 
was looking at trying to figure out 
how sports and the attitudes of  the 
parents and the coach and how all 
those kind of  impacted athletes to 
choose a sport that was pretty im-
portant and pretty central rather 
than picking a sport like swim-
ming or golf  that isn’t as reflective 
as hockey of  the demographic.”

Currently in the data stage of  
the study, final conclusions are 
naturally premature, but Gee has 
some ideas about what he might 
discover. With a background in the 
study of  social-psychological de-
velopment of  young hockey play-
ers, with a particular interest on 
the impact of  parents and coaches, 
Gee has done similar studies with 
OHL- and Junior B- level players. 

“By the time we get to a Junior 
B and OHL level, the parents are 
much less influential, but you do 
see a correlation between the two. 
My gut tells me that by moving this 
younger, I’m going to get to a point 
where there’s going to be kind of  
very little correlation between the 

two but then as the game gets a 
little bit more competitive – the 
higher you get the more impor-
tant winning becomes – that 
there is going to be more of  a re-
lationship between the coach and 
the athlete and then the parent 
and the athlete,” he said.

A final part of  the study will as-
sess each of  these player’s season 
game statistics – their number of  
goals, assists, and penalty min-
utes – to see how these constructs 
actually impact performance 
over a season.

While a doctoral degree isn’t 
what most kids are thinking 
about when they are about to 
step on the ice, Gee’s survey has 
garnered a significant amount of  
interest.

“It’s been a very warm kind 
of  reaction from most people. I 
think it’s a topic that people like 
to talk about, I find. And I think 
people, because of  the media [at-
tention] that hockey has been get-
ting – such as a recent brawl in 
Guelph – the influence of  parents 
and coaches on kids is a topic that 
seems to be on the top of  a lot of  
people’s tongues.” 

Gee: Looking to see what makes ‘em tick
» From page 14

by Brock Gerber), and Engel 
from Brett VanGerwen at 12:22.

“Overall, Saturday’s game I 
thought we played well,” Lob-
singer said, adding that the 
same was true for Sunday.

The difference in game seven 
however, was that the Jacks 
couldn’t keep their sticks on 
the puck.

After a scoreless first, Scott 
Litt (from Aaron Ryan and En-
gel) made it 1-0 in the first min-
ute of  the second period, fol-
lowed by a Burford goal shortly 
afterwards.

Then, halfway through the sec-
ond, Wellesley’s Scott Hanley 
accidentally tipped the puck in 

Jacks: Bad break to end the season
» From page 16 his own net after it hit the heel 

of  his skate during a Burford 
power play.

“It was just an absolutely hor-
rendous bad break.

“[And] the worst thing is it 
happened to a guy who gives you 
nothing but hard work out there 
and effort. … [He] was just hang-
ing his head I think six inches 
lower than the ice because of  
what happened and it was total-
ly not his fault: it was just bad 
luck,” Lobsinger said.

With a little over a minute to 
go in the third, the Jacks pulled 
their goalie, but to no avail. The 
final score was 2-1 and Wellesley 
rode the bus home from Burford 
one last time.

The team’s coach said that al-
though the guys were upset, he 
encouraged them to think posi-
tively about next season when, 
hopefully, the fans will be back 
to support them all year.

“It’s one thing to play in front 
of  mom, dad and a girlfriend. 
It’s another thing to actually 
play in front of  people who, 
basically … are coming out 
to show their support of  the 
23 guys that are representing 
Wellesley.

“It goes a long way to those 
guys thinking, ‘you know what, 
I think I want to come back to 
Wellesley next year because 
look at the way the fans treat 
us.’”
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SCORECARD To submit scores, 
e-mail Vanessa at 

vmoss@observerxtra.com

Scores accepted in the current week, Wednesday to Wednesday  
Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5pm

To submit scores, e-mail Vanessa: vmoss@observerxtra.com
Or use our online form at www.observerxtra.com

Spring Fever!  

Plan a short escape to visit friends & family or tour favorite attractions. 
Trusted brands where guests relax, refresh, dine, swim and dream! 

Stay Your Way – after all, we’ve been expecting you! 

Stay Your Way by adding:

Breakfast for 2 OR 2,000 bonus reward points.  
For reservations or additional information, call the hotel directly, contact your travel agent or 

visit www.gotucovered.ca 

With more than 150 hotels from the most respected brand names, 
Westmont is Canada’s largest fully integrated hospitality company.

Westmont Hospitality Group 
5090 Explorer Drive, 7th floor, Mississauga, Ontario L4W 4T9  
Tel: 905-629-3400  Fax: 905-624-7805

*This offer is time limited. Not applicable to groups and tournaments and not available with any other discounts or offers. Applicable from February 17 – April 6, 2008 and 
subject to availability. Blackout dates may apply. Rates shown may fluctuate, based on availability. Hilton properties are offering a $20.00 Food & Beverage credit per occupied room per
night (in lieu of breakfast option) which may be used during any meal period. Breakfast option is defined by full hot breakfast for 2 persons or continental breakfast for 2 persons (where
indicated *). Bonus point option is not available where indicated**. Reservations must be made directly with the property, through brand.com sites or through your local Travel Agent. 

Rates From: Local Attractions

Barrie Holiday Inn Hotel $139.00 705-728-6191 Georgian Downs & SLOTS Maple Syrup Festival Season

Comfort Inn* $87.00 705-722-3600 Skiing at Mount St. Louis Tubing at Snow Valley

Belleville Comfort Inn*   $85.00 613-966-7703 Prince Edward County Winery Antique Shops in Quinte Region

Brantford Comfort Inn* $95.00 519-753-3100 Sanderson Centre for the Wayne Gretzky Sports Facility
Performing Arts & Sports Hall of Recognition

Burlington Hilton Garden Inn $159.00 905-631-7000 Bronte Creek Provincial Park Cineplex Silvercity / Burloak Ctr.

Holiday Inn Hotel $149.00 905-639-4443 Spencer Smith Park IKEA Home Furnishings

Homewood Suites $179.00 905-631-8300 African Lion Safari Royal Botanical Gardens

Calgary Inn on Macleod Trail $129.00 403-287-2700 Pengrowth Saddledome Stampede  Park

Guelph Holiday Inn Hotel $139.00 519-836-0231 Elora Mill Village & Gorge U of Guelph Arboretum

Staybridge Suites $159.00 519-767-3300 Wings of Paradise Butterfly Conserv. River Run Centre

Halifax Holiday Inn Harbourview  $135.00 902-463-1100 CHL - Halifax Mooseheads Hockey Halifax Rainmen Basketball

Holiday Inn Select Halifax Centre   $139.00 902-423-1161 Art Gallery of Nova Scotia Museum of Natural Science

Kingston Holiday Inn Waterfront $142.00 613-549-8400 Old Fort Henry The Grand Theatre

Kitchener Radisson Hotel Kitchener Waterloo $145.00 519-894-9500 St. Jacobs Market and Village Top Brand Outlet Malls

Laval  Radisson Hotel $139.00 450-682-9000 Centre de la nature Récréathèque

London Delta Armouries Hotel $149.00 519-679-6111   John Labatt Centre The Grand Theatre

Radisson Hotel & Suites $129.00 519-668-7900 White Oaks Mall Western Fair OLG Slots

Markham Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites $144.00 905-474-0444 Toronto Zoo Ontario Science Centre

Mississauga Holiday Inn Toronto  Airport West   $129.00  905-890-5700  Toronto Congress & International Ctrs. Mississauga Living Arts Centre

Montreal  Holiday Inn Select Centre-ville  $149.00 514-878-9888 Montreal Casino Bell Centre 

North Bay Comfort Inn Airport* $94.00 705-476-5400 Indoor Golf at Katie’s Leaderboard Skiing at Laurentian Ski Hill

Comfort Inn Lakeshore*  $84.00 705-494-9444 Indoor Golf at Katie’s Leaderboard Northgate & North Bay Malls

Oakville Holiday Inn Select Hotel & Suites  $153.00 905-847-1000 Glen Abbey Golf & Country Club Bronte Harbour

Staybridge Suites $159.00 905-847-2600 Downtown Oakville Shopping Centre for Performing  Arts

Oshawa  Holiday Inn Oshawa Whitby $135.00 905-576-5101 GM Centre Parkwood/McLaughlin Estate

Ottawa  Les Suites Hotel*/** $155.00 613-232-2000 National Gallery of Canada: Museum of Civilization:
British Drawing Exhibit The Children’s Museum

Ottawa Kanata Holiday Inn Select Hotel & Suites  $159.00 613-271-3057 Ottawa Senators Hockey Club Fulton’s Sugarbush &
& Scotia Bank Place Pancake House

Sault Ste. Marie Holiday Inn  Waterfront   $124.00  705-949-0611 Canadian Bushplane Heritage Ctr. Searchmont Ski Resort

Toronto Holiday Inn Airport East  $139.00 416-240-7511 Toronto Congress & International Ctrs. Woodbine Race Track

Radisson Suite Hotel Airport  $144.00   416-242-7400 Woodbine Race Track Yorkdale Shopping Centre 

Winnipeg Hilton Suites  Airport $139.00 204-783-1700 Festival du Voyageur 2008 Tim Hortons Brier

* Continental breakfast option only    ** Bonus point option not available

WOOlWICh GIRlS PEEWEE B
Feb. 27 - league Playoffs
Woolwich 5 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Meghan Hovey (Lauren Lawson, 
Lea Olsthoorn), Melanie Schwartzentru-
ber (Leanne Martin, Shoena Hinsperger), 
Meghan Hovey (Jenna Martin), Sarah 
Church (Meghan Hovey, Leanne Martin), 
Lea Olsthoorn (Lindsey Bauman)
Feb. 28 - Regional Playdowns
Woolwich 3 Waterloo 2
Goals: Lauren Lawson (Sarah Church), Le-
anne Martin (Meghan Hovey, Shoena Hin-
sperger), Jenna Martin (Lindsey Bauman, 
Shoena Hinsperger)
Mar. 1
Woolwich 2 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Shoena Hinsperger, Sarah Church 
(Shoena Hinsperger)
Mar. 2
Woolwich 2 Cambridge 2
Goals: Melanie Schwartzentruber (Jenni-
fer Norris, Lauren Lawson), Leanne Mar-
tin (Lauren Lawson, Melanie Schwartzen-
truber)
 
WOOlWICh BOyS BANTAM AE
Feb. 28
Milton 9 Woolwich 2    
Goals: Jordan Moore, Jaeden Shoemaker 
(Kadison Hipel, Jordan Moore)
Feb. 29
Burlington 8 Woolwich 4 
Goals: Jordan Moore, Jeff Martin, Dan 
Faries, Josh Simpson (Jordan Moore, Jae-
den Shoemaker, Josh Simpson, alex Mar-
tin)
Mar. 2
Hespeler 8 Woolwich 1     
Goal: Jordan Moore (Kadison Hipel)

WOOlWICh PEEWEE ll #2
Mar. 1            
Embro 5 Woolwich 4
Goals: Conor Jansen (Jeremy Hanley), 
Brendan Taylor, Cole Martin (Sean Wil-
ton), Jeremy Hanley (Drew Jansen) 

WOOlWICh ATOM ll #2 
Mar. 1
Woolwich 7 Tavistock 0 
Goals: Gareth Rowland x3 (Jacob Corn-
wall, Kyle Conrad), Nick Berlet x3 (Mac 
Turchan, Kurt Michael), Mac Turchan 
Shutout: Chace McCallum

WOOlWICh MAjOR NOvICE
Mar. 1
Woolwich Pengins LL#2 3 Tavistock 2
Goals: austin Cousineau (Jordan Gam-
ble), Jordan Gamble, Nathan Horst (aus-
tin Cousineau)

TWIN CENTRE STARS – INITIATION 3
Mar. 1
Woolwich 7 Paris 3 
Goals: Bart Sherrer x2, Nolan Hislop x2 
(Olivia Bolender), Griffin Hergott (Ethan 
Collyer), Jade Lipczynski (Jacob voisin, 
Nolan Hislop), Olivia Bolender

WOOlWICh BOyS NOvICE ll #4 RED WINGS 
Mar. 1
Woolwich Red Wings 3 Woolwich #5 Stars 
2 
Red Wings Goals: Cole altman, Luke 
Haugerud, Matthew MacDonald (Cade 
Schaus, Lukas Shantz, Matthew MacDon-
ald, Luke Haugerud)
Stars Goals: Ben Lenaers, Jordan Lee (Jor-
dan Lee, Earl Schwartz, Sheldon Metzger, 
Ben Lenaers)

WOOlWICh MAjOR MIDGET A
Mar. 1 – OMhA Semi-finals, Game #1
Woolwich 5 Southpoint 2
Goals: Luke Shantz (Lukas Baleshta, Rob 
Hinschberger), Jarred Parent (Damien Par-
ent, Rob Hinschberger), Rob Hinschberger 
(Luke Shantz, Lukas Baleshta), Brian Kron 
(Ben ahier, Kevin Howorth), Damien Par-
ent (Jarred Parent)
Mar. 2 – Game #2
Southpoint 5 Woolwich 0

WOOlWICh BOyS MINOR ATOM A
Mar. 1 – Tri-county Round Robin, Game #4
Woolwich 2 Hespeler 2
Goals: Connor Runstedler, Tyler Moser 
(Connor Goss, Mason Buehler)
Hard Hat Recipient: Tyler Moser
Mar. 2 – Game #5
Woolwich 1 Oakville 0
Goal: Tyler Moser (Kelby Martin, Garrett 
Schultz)
Hard Hat Recipient: Kelby Martin
Shutout: Connor Duench

WOOlWICh NOvICE ll #1 RANGERS
Mar. 1
Rangers 5 St. George 1 
Goals: Benton Weber (Keanan Stewart, 
Brittany Kron), Keanan Stewart (Noah 
Scurry, Benton Weber), Brittany Kron 
(Keanan Stewart, Benton Weber), Mac 
Willms (Zach Pogue, Bryce Sellers), Gar-
rett Reitzel (Riley Runstedler, Conner Gra-
ham) 

WOOlWICh BOyS ATOM AE
Mar. 1 - Playoffs
Woolwich 9 Erin Hills 1
Goals: Brant McLaughlin, adam Jokic x3, 
Troy Nechanicky x2, austin Horst, Nick 
Kieswetter, aaron Weigel (Troy Nechan-
icky, Colby Bond, Brant McLaughlin x2, 
Eric Bader x2, Nathan Schwarz x2, Jordan 
Shantz x2, Nick Kieswetter, austin Horst, 
adam Jokic)
Mar. 4
Woolwich 3 acton 1
Goals: adam Jokic x3 (Ryan D’Hondt)

WOOlWICh WIlD NOvICE GIRlS
Mar. 3
Woolwich 0 Grand River 0
Shutout: Cassie Mann
 

TWIN CENTRE hERICANES
Novice
Feb. 28
Twin Centre 1 Waterloo 0
Goal: Sophie Jantzi

Peewee LL
Mar. 1
Kitchener 4 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Taylar Graves (Kara Lumgair)

Peewee B
Feb. 27
Woolwich 5 Twin Centre 1
Goals: Meagan Smart (Lisa Guenther, Jes-
sica Reitzel)
Feb. 29
Twin Centre 1 Waterloo 0 
Shutout: Lindsay Dietrich 
Goal: Katie Misener (ali Hergott)
Mar. 1
Woolwich 2 Twin Centre 1
Goal: Mackenzie van Bargen (Chantal 
Cook)
Mar. 2
Twin Centre 2 Guelph 0
Goals: Mackenzie van Bargen, ali Hergott 
(Lisa Guenther, ashley Beacom, Natasha 
Runstedler)
Mar. 3
Cambridge 2 Twin Centre 0
Bantam LL
Mar. 1
Kitchener 4 Twin Centre 1
Goal: Shannon Lorentz
Mar. 2
Twin Centre 4 Cambridge Black 2
Goals: Taylor Caldwell x3, Hannah Snider
Bantam B
Feb. 27
Twin Centre 1 Woolwich 0
Goal: Megan Bott, (Stephanie Straus, 
Madison Holman)
Mar. 1
Twin Centre 1 Kitchener 0
Goal: ainsley Smith (Hilary Neeb)
Mar. 3
Twin Centre 7 Brantford 0
Goals: Jessica Finney (Stephanie Straus, 
Megan Bott), Carly Labord (Leanne Ho-
worth), Leanne Howorth (Hilary Neeb), 
Madison Lavigne (Erin Stemmler), Steph-
anie Straus (Megan Bott, Jessica Finney), 
Hilary Neeb x2 (Madison Lavigne, Megan 
Bott, Stephanie Straus)
 
Midget 1
Mar. 2
Twin Centre 1 3 Woolwich 1
Goals: Kaytlin Uberig x3 (Meggy McTav-
ish, Lacey Smith)

Midget 2
Mar. 1
Stratford 1 Twin Centre 2 0
Mar. 2
Twin Centre 2 1 Stratford 1
Goal: Cassie Hergott

DIvING IN Elmira’s Jacob Davis, 8, and coach Roland Lipki celebrate after the youngser placed second in 
his group at the 2008 Spring Break Invitational in Burlington Mar. 1. He has been diving since age four, but 
this was his first competition.
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First competition proves fruitful

IT’S MINE! Woolwich Red Wing Cade Schaus tries to keep the puck away from Woolwich #5 Star Chase 
Mooder during boys’ Novice hockey action Mar. 1. The Red Wings came out ahead 3-2.
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Woolwich Novice squads competitive
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»ON STAGE

2008 South Woolwich
Minor Ball

Registration Dates

for more information
please contact: 

PETE MOORE
519.885.5353

Woolwich Community Centre
(Besides St. Jacobs Arena) Back Entrance - Downstairs

March 18th & 19th, 25th & 26th

7:00PM - 8:00PM

Tee Ball ............3-5 years
Rookie..............6-7 years
Junior.............8-10 years
Senior..........11-13 years

We now have
LIVE BAIT!

10 Wyman Rd.,
Unit 4, WATERLOO

“Our Ambition
  Is Catching”

on all instock rod/reel combo’s
WITH THIS COUPON

PRE-SPRING
SPECIAL

519.746.2650
1.888.746.2650

TAX INCLUDED
SALE ENDS MARCH 31.2008

(excludes sale items)

VANESSA MOSS

Concertgoers will hear poetry 
within the music when sopra-
no Suzie LeBlanc performs at 
the Waterloo Entertainment 
Centre Mar. 22.

Accompanied by pianist 
Robert Korgaard, LeBlanc 
will sing French pieces by 
Claude Debussy and Fran-
cis Poulenc, selections from 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 
and original works by one 
of  her favourite composers, 
Olivier Messiaen, during the 
100th year anniversary of  his 

birth.
LeBlanc described the mu-

sic as feeling “very much at 
home” for her, but also very 
intense.

And even if  people do not 
understand the French words, 
they should understand the 
emotions, she said.

“Music’s got its own lan-
guage. It’s very universal.”

Born in New Brunswick and 
now living in Montreal, LeB-
lanc is best known for her 
work with 17th and 18th cen-
tury music, so she is excited 
to try something new with 
Messiaen.

Originally trained as a harp-
sichordist, she eventually 
followed in her mother’s foot-
steps by becoming a singer.

After learning and perform-
ing in Europe for 12 years, 
LeBlanc came back to Canada 
and is currently performing 
Messiaen in Banff, Alberta. 
She is also busy working on 
new music, acting as the ar-
tistic director of  the newly-
founded Montreal Baroque 
Academy and teaching ba-
roque singing and perfor-
mance practice at the Univer-
sity of  Montreal.

LeBlanc said she is looking 

forward to bringing the po-
etic works of  Messiaen to Wa-
terloo.

“The music is just beautiful. 
… If  you love music and song, 
you’ll be happy. It’s nothing 
complicated. I don’t think 
people should come for my 
dress. I think it’s just a beau-
tiful program.”

Suzie LeBlanc will per-
form at the Waterloo Enter-
tainment Centre Mar. 22 at 
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $37.50 
for adults, $33 for seniors 
and $14 for children and 
can be purchased by calling 
519-883-0300.

Suzie LeBlanc performs at Waterloo Entertainment Centre

SUZIE LEBLANC

Storytelling the essence of Ireland
Theatre Three-Eleven stages The Weir in conjunction with St. Patrick’s Day festivities

STEVE KANNON

Blessed with the gift of  the gab 
– Ireland is home, after all, to 
the Blarney stone – the Irish are 
known for their storytelling. 
Away from the hustle of  Dub-
lin, especially along the rugged 
west coast of  Ireland, the isolat-
ed villages were incubators for 
many a tale, there being little 
else to do on a rainy night. And 
there are many rainy nights.

The storytelling prowess is 
front and center in Theatre 
Three-Eleven’s production of  
The Weir by Conor McPherson, 
which conjures up images of  
stone walls, thatched roofs and 
peat fi res just in time for Li-
stowel’s annual Paddyfest, the 
local ode to St. Patrick.

In a bar in a remote part of  
western Ireland, three local 
men and the landlord are swap-
ping spooky stories to impress 
an attractive young woman, 
Valerie (played by Mary-Anne 
Tinholt) recently arrived from 
Dublin. What begins as a sim-
ple visit to the local pub soon 
turns out to be an evening of  
both humourous and spellbind-
ing stories, until the fi nal tale, 
told by Valerie herself, takes a 
strange and unexpected twist 
and changes the whole mood of  

the evening and marks a signifi -
cant shift among the chemistry 
of  the group.

“It’s a quietly chilling little 
play,” said Theatre Three-Elev-
en’s Stefanie Webster. “The 

proprietor, Brendan (Justin 
Webster, who also directs this 

production). The arrival 
of  a comely young woman 
into the midst of  the their 
various-stages-of-middle-
age routine is the catalyst 
for the yarns to be spun.
The stories increase in seri-

ousness and expose aspects 
of  the tellers, vulnerabilities 
perhaps. Valerie then reveals 
a desperate experience from 
her own Dublin background, 
and this immediately chal-
lenges the attitudes of  the 
men. Something other than 
the exchange of  spooky stories 
is going on here. 
McPherson’s script, which 

earned him a most-promising 
playwright award in 1997, is 
both simple and full of  much 
deeper complexities, said Web-
ster. Set in the quaint, little 
pub, The Weir sees very little 
happen before our eyes, but the 
dialogue is another matter. The 
intimate setting of  both theatre 
and stage give the audience a 
feeling of  sitting in the estab-
lishment, taking in the stories.

The Weir runs Mar. 13-22, Thurs-
day through Saturday evenings 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $15, avail-
able by phoning 519-291-2033 or 
1-877-455-0552 or by emailing 
info@theatre311.com.

55 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira | Behind Voison’s |  519.669.8807
HOURS: Tuesday - Friday 12-6PM | Saturday 12-4PM

MARCH SPECIAL
C-C, Zinfandel Blush & Shiraz

ORDER NOW

Reg. Price $95.00

$79.00 Makes 30 Bottles + or -
Made on Premesis

sales@jacobswinekits.com

stories will probably leave 
you thinking about them after 
you’ve left.”

The collection of  Irish ghost 
stories are entertaining in their 
own right, but the impact grows 

with the one-upmanship.
The three regulars at the 

pub – Jack (Gary Seibert), Jim 
(Michael Hunter) and Finbar 
(Andrew Fry) – are well known 
to each other, as well as to the 

LONELY NIGHTS Life on the rugged west coast of Ireland and the intimacy of a quiet night in the pub are in for an unusual twist 
courtesy of the stories at the heart of The Weir, running Mar. 13-22 at Theatre Three-Eleven.

Webster, who also directs this 
production). The arrival 
of  a comely young woman 
into the midst of  the their 
various-stages-of-middle-
age routine is the catalyst 
for the yarns to be spun.
The stories increase in seri-

ousness and expose aspects 
of  the tellers, vulnerabilities 
perhaps. Valerie then reveals 
a desperate experience from 
her own Dublin background, 
and this immediately chal-
lenges the attitudes of  the 
men. Something other than 
the exchange of  spooky stories 
is going on here. 
McPherson’s script, which 
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cLASSIFIEDS »
All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s discretion. The Publisher will not be responsible for 
damages arising out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by that 
portion of the advertisement in which the error occured. Please check your ad on the fi rst day of publica-
tion. The Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge for the space for one insertion only.

»PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD
Classifi ed ads can be obtained in person, by phone | fax from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-
5pm or Friday 8:30am-4pm. Email queries  to classifi eds@woolwichobserver.com 24/7 
- email will be replied by next business day. All classifi ed ads are prepaid by Visa | Master-
Card | Debit | Cash | Cheque unless on account. Deadline is Thursdays by 10am.

»CLASSIFIED RATES
20 Word — Residential........................ $7.50
20 Word — Commercial..................... $12.00
Extra Words....................................20¢ | 30¢
Bold Headline.................................$1.00/line

»ADVERTISING POLICY

»CONTACT US
Telephone....................519.669.5790
Toll Free .......................1.888.966.5942
Fax...............................519.669.5753
Email............................info@observerextra.com

HELP WANTED FOR SALE

112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira

519-669-5551

Elmira’s LARGEST selection
of major brand computers 

Come see our showroom at: 

COMPUTERS 
LAPTOPS

MONITORS 
 SERVICE

Crescent Elmirarar

of major brand computers 

Come see our showroom at: 

COMPUTERS 

 SERVICEand

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT IN 
GROWING BUILDING SUPPLY

Assistant Yard Manager 
Experience Preferred

Drivers 
Cube Van and Flat Bed DZ Preferred

Apply in Person to 
David or John or 

Fax resumes to 519-664-1397

COME IN TODAY AND SAVE
Sale ends Dec. 15/07

ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY

49 YEARS IN BUSINESS
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

CALL TODAY!
519-664-2226    519-664-3400

GIVE A GIFT OF HOME GIFT CARDS plus many in-store specials

OPEN TO SERVE YOU
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm

Sat 8am-4pm
Sunday Our Family Day

JEF
F RANDY

V-JOINT 
PINE PACKAGED 
PANELLING COTTAGE

GRADE
5/16” x 3”     Reg. $6.99

Sale
$5.49

0100-198

SELECT AND BETTER

3/4” X 2 1/4” 
NATURAL OAK 
HARDWOOD
Reg. $6.49 sq. ft.

Sale
$3.99sq. ft.
STOCK ONLY  0128-281

DEWALT 
21 PC. HIGH 

PERFORMANCE BIT SET
Reg. $21.99

Sale
$13.99

OW2161

HERCULES 
RED OAK HONEY 

8mm LAMINATE FLOORING
Reg. $2.99 sq. ft.

Sale
$1.99sq. ft.

STOCK ONLY  #413

HITACHI 
18 VOLT

CORDLESS DRILL KIT
Reg. $199.99

Sale
$126.99

DS18DVBSSX

PASLODE 
CORDLESS 16 GA

TRIM NAILER AND 
FLOOR STAPLER KIT

Reg. $799.99

Sale
$649.99

3 ONLY  FSC200CK

GREAT 

STOCKING
STUFFER

1205 King St. N. 
St. Jacobs, Ontario

CATTLE TECHNICIAN 
REQUIRED

Full-time position available at a livestock vet 
practice. 

 

-
 

 

Please submit resume to:

Only selected candidates will be contacted for an interview.

METZGER VETERINARY SERVICES 
5200 Ament Line 

 
 

 Woolwich Minor Hockey is seeking an self-motivated, 
detailed oriented individual to do Ice Scheduling, under the 
direction of the Woolwich Minor Hockey Board of Directors.

Hours will range depending on the requirements necessary.

Must possess excellent computer knowledge & skills, work 
independently and be well organized.
Must have complete knowledge of Microsoft Excel.

Rate of Pay commensurate on experience. 
Training will be provided over a period of time.  
Interested individuals to reply in writing with a cover letter 
and resumé by March 22, 2008.

 Woolwich Minor Hockey
 24 Snyder Ave. South
 P.O. Box 204
 Elmira, Ontario  N3B 2Z6
 Attention: J Radcliffe

ICE 
SCHEDULER

JOIN THE WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE
(WCHC) BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WCHC’s Nominating Committee is now recruiting Board nominees for the 2008-09 
year. Board members reflect the community that WCHC serves:

Woolwich Township. 
Wellesley Township.
Parts of Perth County: area bordered to the north by Perth Line 72, to the east by

community services, business, farming, legal, financial or facilities related issues.

populations that WCHC serves at its St. Jacobs, Wellesley and Linwood sites: Families 

Board members do not have to be clients of the health centre. However, Board members 
must be able to attend regular Board meetings on the 4th Monday evening of every 

Applications are 
due by Thursday, April 3, 2008. All interested applicants will be required 
to attend an information/orientation session later in April. For further 

PELLET MILL OPERATOR
Heidelberg Plant. Must be a team player, with good 
attention to detail. Hours of work: Monday to Friday 
2 pm - 10 pm with some Saturday work required. 
Experience an asset.

Resume can be faxed:
 Jones Feed Mills Ltd.
 519-698-2719
 or email to Jeff at: jeff@jfm.on.ca

Jones Feed 
Mills Ltd. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Elmira Based Furni- »
ture  company now hir-
ing for  mature full time 
and part  time general 
labourers.  Fax resume 
to  519-669-8820 or call  
519-669-3143.

Experienced RN/RPN   »
with medication course  
for family doctor’s offi ce.  
Deliver resume with cover 
letter or forward to:  Box 
69, 3742 Nafziger  Rd. 
Wellesley, Ont. N0B  2T0.

Full time position  » in  
chick hatchery. Good  wag-
es and benefi ts. Part  time 
work on chicken  farm in St. 
Jacobs.  Weekend/week 
nights.  Flexible hours. 
March  thru July. Fax re-
sume to  519-664-3491 
or call  519-897-1209 be-
tween 9  a.m. - noon, Mon. 
to Fri.

Growing Liquid Fertil- »
izer Company looking for  
self motivated, full time  
employee. Main responsi-
bilities include mixing  fer-
tilizer, loading and unload-
ing trucks. Must be  willing 
to work long hours  in Apr/
May. Apply to: Evergreen 
Liquid Plant  Food, 790 
St. Charles St.  W., RR 1, 
Breslau, On.,  N0B 1M0. 
Fax  519-570-1257.

Help required  » for small  
offi ce, 2 days per week,  
Conestogo. Accounts  pay-
able experience preferred 
but will consider  training. 
Call  519-664-0040 for 
interview.

cHILD cARE  
AVAILABLE

Experienced Daycare »  
provider has an opening. 
Close  to parks. Lots of 
outdoor  play. Referenc-
es available.  Call Cathy 
519-669-3596.

St. Jacobs family  » look-
ing for nanny to care for 3  
children in our home on a  
full time basis from March  
31-June 26. Please call  
519-664-3028.

FOR SALE

2-Polaris Snowmo- »
biles:  2003 Polaris XC600 
-  1500 miles. 2000 Polaris,  
XC700 - 3000 miles, re-
built engine, with covers,  
always serviced by certi-
fied Polaris dealership.  
Off season inside storage, 
double Rainbow  trailer, 
new tires, all in  excel-
lent condition.  $8700. 
519-669-1119.

Dishes Pfaltzgraff, tea   »
rose pattern. For 8 plus  
extras, Open stock. No  
chips. For 8 + extras  $100 
o.b.o.  519-669-3223.

HELMETS
Snowmobile and mo-
torcycle assorted colours  
and sizes. All full face  
sh ie lds .  B rand  new. 
Sacrifice at $50 O.B.O.  
519-669-8987.

House of Breamor  » an-
tique couch and match-
ing  chair, button back, 
newly  re-upholstered, 
with  queen anne legs 
solid  maple, $1500/set.  
519-669-1119.

MATTRESSES! All  siz- »
es, best prices, footwear, 
household, toys,  baby 
items, and much  more. 
Nearly New Centre, Lin-
wood,  519-698-0088. 
Tues. -  Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3. 
We can  deliver.

Singer industrial sew- »
ing machine, 1/2hp motor, 
with table. Straight  and 
zig zag stitch and attach-
ments. Excellent  condition, 
$1000.  519-669-1119.

FIREWOOD

Seasoned firewood,   »
stored inside, $60/cord  
519-638-5037.

PETS

Megamutts Dog Train- »
ing - Spring    class-
es  begin March 18, 19, 
20.  Six weeks of obedi-
ence  and agility. $135. 
Pre register. Call Holly 
Teahen  519-669-8167.   
www.megamutts.com

Puppies, German and   »
Australian shepard cross,  
$50 each 519-669-3363.

WANTED

COINS WANTED
Private collector seeking 
Canadian coins. Will  pay 
cash for all coins.  Please 
call  519-846-0379.

AUTOMOTIVE

1995 Sunfire, gold,  »
safetied, snow tires, and 
regular tires. $400 as is. 
Call  519-669-8759.

2001 Dodge Caravan   »
SE - 3.3L, auto trans, ps,  
pb, pdl, pw, air cond.,  tilt/
cruise, AM/FM CD  radio, 
quad seating.  150,000 
kms. Priced to  sel l ! 
$7900. Voisin Chrysler, 
519-669-2831.

2 0 0 2  D o d g e  R a m  »
1500  ST 4X2 - 4.7L V8, 
auto  trans., ps, pb, tilt 
steering,  cruise con-
trol, box liner,  white/gray 
interior.  125,000 kms. 
$12,900.  Voisin Chrysler,  
519-669-2831.

2005 Chrysler Sebring   »
Tour i ng  -  2 .7L V-6 , 
auto,  ps, pb, pdl, pw, air 
cond.,  AM/FM/CD ra-
dio,  tilt/cruise, alum. road  
wheels, dk blue/gray in-
terior., ONly 50,000 kms.  
$11,900. Voisin Chrysler,  
519-669-2831.

2002 Dodge Durango  »
SLT+ 4.7L V8  Fully Load-
ed Including Rear Air/Heat, 
3RD. Seat, Leather Inte-
rior, Black/Charcoal Inte-
rior, Only 106,500 Kms. $ 
14,900  Low Interest Financ-
ing Available. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2007 Dodge Caliber SXT/ »
Sport  2.0L. CVT Trans. 
Fully Loaded Including 
Alum. Road Wheels, Cruise 
Control. Black/Gray Interior 
Only 23,000Kms. $ 17,900. 
Low Interest Financing 
Available.  Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831. 

2004 Dodge Gr.Caravan »   
3.3L V-6  Fully Loaded In-
cluding Quad Seating, 
DVD System, Alum. Road 
Wheels, Rear air/Heat One 
Owner,  Satin Jade/Gray 
Interior 76,963 Km $12,900. 
Low Interest Financing 
Available. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831.

2 » 006 Chrysler PT Cruiser  
2.4L Auto Trans. PS. PB. PW. 
PDL. Tilt/Cruise, Air Cond. 
Rear Wiper/Washer Silver/
Gray Interior 40,275 Kms. 
$12,900. Low Interest Financ-
ing Available. Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

2003 Dodge Caravan  »
Sport  3.3L V-6 Auto. PS. 
Pb. PW. PDL. Tilt/Cruise  Air 
Cond, AM/FM CD Radio, In-
ferno Red/gray Interior. 96,000 
Kms. $9,900.  Low Interest 
Financing Available. Voisin 
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

2006 DODGE Ram 1500  »
Quad 4X4 Sport    5.7L MDS 
Hemi Auto Trans. Fully Loaded 
Including Box Liner, Chrome 
Tube Steps, Colour Keyed 
Fibreglass Tonneau Cover,     
Pwr. Driver Seat, Flame Red/
Gray Interior 27,300 Kms. 
$30,900. Low Interest Financ-
ing Available. Voisin Chrysler 
519-669-2831. 

2007 Dodge Caliber   »
SXT/Sport - 2.0L, CVT  
trans., ps, pb,pdl,pw. Air  
cond., tilt steering, cruise  
control, alum. road  wheels, 
AM/FM/CD MP  radio, fog 
lamps.  Black/gray int. Only  
21,000 kms. $17,900.  Voisin 
Chrysler,  519-669-2831.

Will pick up  » your unwant-
ed or scrap car or  truck. I will 
pay you up to  $150 for your 
full-size  scrapper. Call Brad 
@  519-572-0987 for quick  
and free removal.

RENTALS

Available April 1.  » Elmira  
- 2 bedroom apt. utilities  and 
laundry facilities included. 
Quiet neighbourhood, large 
yard, close to  downtown. 
$800/m/  519-465-0677,  
519-669-4987.

Elmira,  1 bedroom » ,  
$510 + utilities. No pets,  
d o w n t o w n  M a r c h  1  
519-669-5431.

For Rent:  Seniors  »
preferred - 2 bedroom 
apartment in quiet build-
ing  close to downtown 
Drayton. $750 per month 
plus  hydro. 4 appliances 
included. Available March  
1, 2008. First and last re-
quired. Please call Mildred 
Frey for your appointment, 
519-669-1544.

One Bedroom Apart- »
ment for rent in Elm-
ira.  Avai lable March 
1, close  to downtown.  
519-635-1056.

Room For Rent  » for fe-
male  non-smoker in beauti-
ful  Victorian home, close to  
downtown. $450 inclusive. 
Available immediately. Call 
519-498-6679.

cOMM/IND FOR 
RENT

Shop Bay For  » rent 
at 60  Howard Ave. Call  
519-669-2317.

TRADES &  
SERVIcES

CRD Accounting Ser- »
vices - Income Tax (E-File  
Services), Small business 
accounting, payroll  and 
government fi lings.  Chuck 
Downs, 95 Aspen  Cres. 
Elmira,  519-669-1498 
cell  519-569-1744 e-mail:  
cdownsn618@rogers.com

Income Tax Completed.   »
Woolwich Community  Ser-
vices has trained volun-
teers available to complete 
your income tax return. 
This service is offered free 
of charge to  people with 
limited income. To fi nd out 
if you  qualify drop by or 
call  Woolwich Community  
Services at 73 Arthur St.  S. 
Elmira 519-669-5139.

No Time To Clean?  » 2  
women with 10 years  ex-
perience in the cleaning 
business will clean  your 
home or offi ce in   Elmira 
and surrounding  area. Re-
sponsible and  reasonable 
rates. Call  519-669-8017 
or  519-669-3608, days or  
evenings.

GARAGE SALES

St. Jacobs Arena  » 22nd  
Annual Garage Sale -  Sat. 
April 12, 7:30 - 11:30  a.m. 
Vendor space available. Con-
tact  519-669-1647 ext. 274.

cHILD cARE  
REQUIRED

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

FOR SALE

READ THE OBSERVER ONLINE

Updated weekly every Friday
Full archives available for

2006 and 2007

All photos

are available

for viewing in  

galleries

www.ObserverXtra.com

www.ObserverXtra.com
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Community Information Page
TEL: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613  
PLAN/ENG: 519-669-8706    
FAX: 519-669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
519-575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 69 ARTHUR ST. S.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday April 1, 2008

7:00 p.m.
Township Council Chambers

69 Arthur Street South, Elmira
Regarding

1066626 Ontario Ltd. (Max’s Golf Centre) and Paul S. Martin
(Zone Change 6/2008)

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning Act, to con-
sider the following Zone Change application.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose 
is to provide additional information to the public and agencies and to receive comments and infor-
mation from them.

1066626 Ontario Ltd. (Max’s Golf Centre) and Paul S. Martin
(Zone Change 6/2008)

The Township has received a Zone Change application from 1066626 Ontario Ltd. (Max’s Golf Centre) 
on behalf of themselves and Paul S. Martin to extend a Temporary Use By-law concerning the proper-
ties located at 790 and 800 King Street North.  The subject lands consist of a portion of two parcels 
totaling 2.8 hectares and are located on the north side of King Street North, west of Arthur Street 
South (see Map 1).  The subject lands are currently a golf centre and farm.

The 1.6 hectare portion owned by 1066626 Ontario Ltd. is designated as Industrial/Commercial and 
zoned Dry Industrial (M-1).  The 1.2 hectare portion owned by Paul Martin is designated Rural and 
zoned Agricultural (A).

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-law for an additional three year 
period to allow 1066626 Ontario Ltd. to use the 1.2 hectare parcel (owned by Paul S. Martin) for a 
driving range and miniature golf course, while Paul S. Martin uses the 1.6 hectare parcel (owned by 
1066626 Ontario Ltd.) for farming.

Please Note: 

Zoning Amendment
If a person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the Council of the Township of Wool-
wich in respect of the proposed zoning by-law does not make oral submissions at a public meeting 
or make written submissions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the proposed zoning 
by-law amendments are adopted, the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss all or part of the ap-
peal.

Additional information pertaining to these planning applications is available for review at the Town-
ship of Woolwich Municipal Office between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday to Friday, or by contact-
ing Engineering and Planning staff at 519-669-8706.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your con-
cerns/comments about the proposed change in writing to the 
Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or be-
fore March 25, 2008 (Note that this date is before the public 
meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Engineering 
and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  
Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to 
Council making a decision on the applications, will also be 
considered.

If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meet-
ings or Township staff reports regarding these applications 
you must make a written request to Engineering and Planning 
Services at the Township of Woolwich at the address shown 
at the top of this page.

PAL CARD NOW
AVAILABLE

The Personal Attendant for Leisure Card, 
known as the PAL Card, is now available to 
Township of Woolwich residents.  It allowed 
persons with a disability to be accompanied 
by a personal attendant so that they may par-
ticipate in recreational programming offered 
by the Township of Woolwich.  It will also be 
recognized anywhere a PAL Card issued by 
the Cities of Guelph, Kitchener, Cambridge 
and Waterloo is recognized.  PAL Card appli-
cations are available at the Elmira Pool and 
the Municipal Office at 69 Arthur Street South 
in Elmira and can be faxed or e-mailed upon 
request.  Call the Deputy Clerk at Extension 
239 for assistance.

RECREATION WINTER
PROGRAMS

All Programs start week of March 17th, 2008

ADULT FITNESS
Mondays and Thursdays (9 weeks)

7:00 – 8:00 pm at Park Manor School

ADULT BADMINTON
Mondays and Thursdays (7 weeks)

8:15 – 10:15 pm at Park Manor School

ADULT VOLLEYBALL
Tuesdays   (7 weeks)

8:15 – 10:15 pm at Park Manor School

BALLROOM DANCING
Tuesdays 8:30 – 9:30 pm and
Wednesdays 8:45 – 9:45 pm 

at Park Manor School (9 weeks)

YOGA
Mondays and Wednesdays (9 weeks)

7:00 – 8:30 pm at Park Manor School Library

PILATES
Tuesdays and Thursdays (9 weeks)

7:00 – 8:00 pm at Park Manor School

NEW PROGRAM - LINE DANCING
Thursdays   April 3 (6 weeks) 

5:00 – 6:00 pm at St. James Lutheran Church, 
Elmira

Register at Recreation Office, 69 Arthur Street 
South, Elmira or

Call 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613 ext. 259 for 
more details.

The Township reserves the right to cancel classes 
if there is insufficient registration.
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SOLUTION FROM LAST WEEK

A L E S N U M B E R T S A R S
S O U L O S P R E Y O N S E T
A U R A E A G O R A G A S S Y
P R O V E R B W I S E F A I L

S K Y L I N E A L U M N I
S A G D E N D R Y
C L A I R E A S S N E U R O N
H A R D E R I L I A K I N E
I S L E T A D I T S N A P E S
S K I S T O E D L O S E I T
T A C T I C F R O A M E N D E

C O Y W A S S A D
S E L S Y N A M N E S I A
T A L A S A F E R O L L I C K
O R A T E P O L K A K O R A N
A T M A N S U B I T O H O M O
T H A N E E L A T E R A N E W
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75 76 77 78 79 80
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»WORD-UP | Created Exclusively for The Observer. ©2007 »STRANGE BUT TRUE | BILL & RICH SONES

History replete with stories 
of diets going over the edge

1 2 4
3 2 8 7 1

5
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7 6 8
1 9 4 2 5 7 6

9 2 7
4 5 7 9 8 3

7 9 4

6 2 4
1 8 5
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8 6 5 7 2

1
9 1 5
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7 2 3 1

5 6 9

8 5
1 4 3

9 2
5 1 4 6

3 5
9 3

9 6
2 8 1

6 1 9 8

»BY THE NUMBERS | SUDOKU
EASY MEDIUM

HARD

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once.
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
You already have a few numbers to get you 
started. 

REMEMBER: you must not repeat the 
numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, 
column or 3x3 box.

Find the answers to this week’s puzzles on 
page 24.

©2007 Cathedral Communications Inc.

A c R O S S
1. Lingerie item
4. To outdo in riding
11. The “U” in UHF
16. Amscrayed
17. Morgan ___ in Shawshank Redemption
18. Affected manners intended to impress others
19. Boosts
21. Hereditary
22. Racetrack figures
23. “... or ___!”
24. “Act your ___!”
25. Certain Muslim
26. Red
30. Indo-Europeans
32. Leadfoot’s likely locale
35. Juliet, to Romeo
36. Bon ___
37. Bauxite, e.g.
38. Amber, e.g.
39. A fossil crinoid
42. Deception
43. Sore
45. “Much ___ About Nothing”
46. Bell the cat
48. Put to the test
50. Farm equipment
54. Absorbed, as a cost
57. Tom, Dick or Harry
60. “___ we having fun yet?”
61. The act of grazing animals
65. Grassland
66. Fold, spindle or mutilate
67. Cool
68. Backstabber
69. Something that can be done
71. Pulls the plug on
73. Abbreviate
75. Hint
76. “Sesame Street” watcher
77. Applaud
81. Gadget or device
82. Scrap
85. Symbol of goodness
86. Amorphous creature
87. Atomic number 92
89. Former French coin
90. Excellence
91. Luxury car brand
92. “___ Town Too” (1981 hit)

D O W N
1. Highlands hillside
2. Commuter line
3. “No ifs, ___ ...”
4. Connects a noun with preceding word
5. Altdorf is its capital
6. Big ___ Conference
7. File menu option
8. Candidate’s concern
9. No longer in
10. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.

11. Flipped up
12. Bats
13. Salt shaker?
14. Vitamin A
15. Balaam’s mount
20. Accommodate
25. Hot spot
27. Bed board
28. Fit
29. About
31. Chester White’s home
32. Close up
33. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
34. Merlin, e.g.
35. Syllable naming 5th note on musical scale
39. Angler’s gear
40. Deuce topper
41. Chop (off)
44. Downer
47. “Dig in!”
49. Grief
51. Follower of Mary
52. Face-to-face exam
53. “___ #1!”
55. One who switches allegiances
56. Clear, as a disk
58. Home, informally
59. “___ on Down the Road”
61. High degree
62. Exposure
63. More meager
64. Expresses position
69. Packing a punch
70. Creep
72. Poets’ feet
73. Gawk
74. Navajo home
78. Punishment for a sailor, maybe
79. ___ vera
80. Come down hard
81. Cheesecake ingredient?
82. Butter holder
83. Bubkes
84. Directly
88. Not your

Q. It stands 100  »
feet taller than Ni-
agara Falls, weighs 
as much as 1,500 
midsize cars, and 
was already 2,000 
years old when Co-
lumbus set sail.  It is 
still alive and grow-
ing. What is it?

A. A sequoia tree named the “General Sher-
man,” located in the Giant Grove of Sequoia-
Kings Canyon National Park in California. A 
seedling around the time of the Roman Empire, 
it is now the largest plant on Earth, report Neil 
Campbell, et al, in Biology:  Concepts and Con-
nections.
Sequoias were cut down during the heyday 

of lumbering last century, when a single tree 
yielded prime boards sufficient for about 50 
houses.

Q. “Yon Aztec has a lean and hungry  »
look.  Do you think our goose might be 
cooked?”
A. Historians believe the Aztecs “sacrificed” 

and ate nearly one per cent of Central Mexico’s 
population during the 15th century, or 250,000 
people a year, reports Kenneth V. Iserson in 
Death to Dust:  What Happens to Dead Bod-
ies”
On the feast day of the god Totec (occurring 

every 18 months), prisoners had their hearts 
cut out, then their bodies were rolled down the 
side of a pyramid to be eaten by waiting war-
riors below.
And the Aztecs weren’t the only ones. In early 

China, body parts of leaders were cooked and 
consumed in hopes of ingesting the courage 
and skills of the illustrious.
The mountain man Jeremiah Johnson was 

said to have eaten the livers of over 200 Crow 
Indians during his life. True or not, the legend 
made for a reputation of fierceness.
A handful of military officers during World 

War II were later brought before war tribu-
nals and convicted of cannibalism, with some 
claiming to have gained extra strength or sex-
ual powers.
While cases of ritual or survival cannibalism 

(during a famine or other crisis) have been 
common, history counts few instances of gus-
tatory cannibalism, i.e., dining on human flesh 
for the sheer pleasure of it, says Iserson.  One 

such perpetrator was Fritz Haarman, the “Han-
nover vampire,” convicted in 1924 of biting 27 
young men to death and making sausage of 
them and selling it.

Q. What do the ancient Greek math- »
ematicians Pythagoras and Euclid have 
in common with the 20th U.S. president, 
James A. Garfield (1831-1881)?
A. All three derived original proofs of the 

“Pythagorean theorem,” which states that for 
a right triangle ABC, side A squared + side B 
squared = side C squared (the hypotenuse).  
Pythagoras and Euclid are no surprise, but 
Garfield?  He never studied geometry formally, 
says Alfred S. Posamentier in Math Charmers, 
but while in the U.S. House of Representatives 
he stumbled upon a clever proof of the famous 
theorem, that landed in The New England Jour-
nal of Education. Today there are more than 
400 proofs, many ingenious, many cumber-
some, but all gaining their discoverers at least 
a footnote in math history. 
Can you add your own proof?

Q. Would-be crime busters, got a bug for  »
biology? Then forensic entomology might 
be for you. What sorts of cases might 
come winging your way?
A. In a classic 1850 case, a French plasterer 

uncovered a baby’s body lodged behind a 
mantelpiece, and the question for the court 
became whether the current or previous occu-
pants should be suspected. The discovery of 
mite eggs and blow fly larvae at autopsy put 
the time of death in 1848, clearing the present 
residents.      
In Ventura County, Calif., in 1982, police not-

ed chigger bites on a murder suspect similar 
to ones they themselves sustained where the 
body was found, in a remote area under a eu-
calyptus tree. An entomologist, studying vari-
ous locales, identified chiggers only at the site 
in question, implicating the suspect (who had 
denied being anywhere near there).
While investigating a rape, Chicago police 

found a ski mask in a suspect’s apartment like 
the one used in the crime, but the man claimed 
not to have worn it in more than a year. Analy-
sis turned up two cockleburs stuck to the cloth 
and containing live weevil larvae of a type 
that wouldn’t have survived the winter in a 
warm apartment: entomological evidence that 
helped lead to a conviction.
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AUTOMOTIVE

AccOUNTING

cARPET cARE

AUTOMOTIVE

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira 519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOMOTIVE

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

PALESHI
Celebrating over 30 Years of Great Customer Service!

M O T O R S

“YOUR ONE
STOP SHOP

SERVICE 
CENTRE”

QUALITY SERVICE & REPAIRS OF MOST  CARS, VANS, PICK-UP & SUVS
» Safety Inspections
» Annual Truck Inspections
» Auto Appraisals
» 4x4 & SUV Service & Repairs

AUTOMOTIVE

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS, SOLE PROPRIETORS & PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003

20A Arthur St. N. 
Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 

Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

AUTOMOTIVE

cONcRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

E L M I R A

PHOTO

519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

cUSTOM FRAMING

cONSTRUcTION

cRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

SERVIcE PROS »Telephone....................519.669.5790
Toll Free .......................1.888.966.5942
Fax...............................519.669.5753
Email............................sales@observerxtra.com

DEcORATING

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DYNAMIc BALANcING

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

ELECTROLYSIS 
& LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
Other Essentials Include:
Waxing 
Facials
Pedicures
Eyelash & Brow Tinting
Nuskin Distributor

Rachel Bauman
519-669-0237

Laser Technologist
Certified Electrologist

ELEcTROLYSIS

TED
KUEHL

Automotive

Over 30 Years Experience

1044 Industrial Cr.
Unit 4, St. Clements
519.699.5841

Auto, Light Trucks
& Small Engines

“The Personal Touch You and Your
Vehicles & Engines Deserve.”

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

GENERAL CONTRACTING
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

CONSTRUCTION INC.

NEW!

C t e L
P t
ea C R r eaning
re R e r

C R R

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

For Home and Office

Green
Cleaning Supplies

NOW
OPEN
NOW
OPEN

BEN WHITE
(Bloomingdale)
519-404-0514

TREVOR TEED
(Stratford)

519-281-3694

Helping Make
Your House
Your Home!

Guaranteed | Insured | Free Estimates

RENOVATIONS &
RESTORATIONS

GENERAL cONTRAcTOR

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

SERVIcE PRO

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Marcia at ext 106

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Marcia at ext 106

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Marcia at ext 106

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
www.observerxtra.com

519.400.5212

FREE ESTIMATES

HARDWOOD
FLOORING
REFININSHING

cONTRAcTING

ScRAP WANTEDSALT SUPPLIES

Taking Salt to 
Peoples’ Basements

Since 1988

519-747-2708

Superior Salt Products

Fast, Friendly Service

Convenient Delivery Times

Discounts for Seniors

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Visit our Website at
www.riepersalt.com 519-669-1666

39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

PALESHI
Celebrating over 30 Years of Great Customer Service!

M O T O R S

“YOUR ONE
STOP SHOP

SERVICE 
CENTRE”

TOWING 
AVAILABLE

WE WANT YOUR SCRAP VEHICLE!
Tug it, Tow it or Tell us where it is...

We want your scrap car, van or truck. (free tow)

TOP PRICES PAID! Call Chris at Paleshi

PLUMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLUMBING GLASS SERVIcES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Marcia at ext 106

SERVIcE PROS
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SERVIcE PROS »t. 519.669.5790
1-888-966-5942
f. 519.669-5753
sales@observerxtra.com

SELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

SIGNS | ScREEN PRINTING SEPTIc

Waterloo Region • Wellington County

519-648-3004  or  519-896-7700
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira
519-669-8309

WINDOW cOVERINGS

SIGNAGE | WINDOW FILM

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

CASH PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED 

SCRAP VEHICLES
CARS, TRUCKS OR VANS

WE PAY CASH WITH 
FREE TOWING
PLEASE CALL

519-568-8666

TOWING

Mike

519.669.9160
Cell: 519.998.4094

P A I N T I N G

Over 15 Years Experience

PAINTING

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Signs & Banners

Vehicle Lettering

Logos & Graphics

Large format printing

Decals & Safety Stickers

BILL SCHENKEL

 519-664-1809

1600 King St. N.,
Unit #18

ST.JACOBS

www.remingtongraphfix.com

graph�x ltd.

P L A C E S 
O F  F A I T H                   LOCAL CHURCH                               SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTED

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

Pastors Steve & Beth Fleming
850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale  744-7447  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS, 8:30 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS, 7:00PM
(with Childrens’ Programs)

IMPACT YOUTH: Fridays, 7:30pm
TWENTY20: Sundays, 7:00pm 
(2nd & 4th Sundays monthly)

519-745-2411 
www.bloomingdalemennonite.com

B
M C

Pastor: Mary Mae Schwartzentruber
Sundays - 9:45 am Family Worship Service

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages

519-669-5030

Sept 9 - June 29

Sunday Worship
10:45 am

“A family of 
caring believers...”

519-664-2311

Upbeat Family  
Worship & 

Sunday School  
10:00 am

CALVARY UNITED
St. Jacobs

Welcome to

519-669-3973
www.ElmiraAssembly.com 

JOIN US
SUNDAYS

AT
10:30AM & 6:30PM

519-669-1296

Youth Sunday
Speaker: Pastor Randy Baker

“What Jesus Says About Marriage”
Saturday 6:00-8:00PM - The Kim Phuc Story

Children’s Wild West Fun Fest

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

519-669-1459

REFRESHMENTS AT 10:00AM — SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30AM 

“A different way of doing church”

What it Takes to
be Used by God

In our series:
“How to Be Used by God”

Sunday School
During Worship

Minister:
Rev. Dave Jagger

Sunday Worship: 10:55am

Trinity United Church
ELMIRA

Visit our new website on: www.wondercafe.ca  

Advertise the week-to-week goings-on in 
this community’s best read paper!

Call
Marcia 

519-669-5790

MEDIUM
6 2 7 1 5 4 9 3 8
3 1 4 8 9 7 6 5 2
5 9 8 6 2 3 1 7 4
8 6 1 5 4 9 7 2 3
2 5 3 7 8 6 4 1 9
7 4 9 3 1 2 5 8 6
9 8 6 2 7 1 3 4 5
4 7 2 9 3 5 8 6 1
1 3 5 4 6 8 2 9 7

9 5 1 3 6 2 7 4 8
3 2 8 7 1 4 6 5 9
4 6 7 5 8 9 3 2 1
6 3 2 8 5 7 1 9 4
5 7 4 6 9 1 8 3 2
1 8 9 4 2 3 5 7 6
8 9 6 2 3 5 4 1 7
2 4 5 1 7 6 9 8 3
7 1 3 9 4 8 2 6 5

EASY

9 7 8 2 6 5 1 4 3
1 4 2 9 7 3 6 8 5
3 5 6 4 8 1 9 2 7
5 8 7 1 3 2 4 9 6
2 6 3 8 9 4 5 7 1
4 9 1 7 5 6 8 3 2
8 3 9 5 1 7 2 6 4
7 2 5 6 4 8 3 1 9
6 1 4 3 2 9 7 5 8

HARD

»SUDOKU 
SOLUTIONS

Play crossword 
and sudoku 

puzzles online
www.ObserverXtra.com

When you need to get the job done...

The Observer Classifieds  |  Service solutions at your fingertips. 

Turn to the Observer’s Service Pros

SHARPENING

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING 
HEADQUARTERS

$2 From every skate sharpening will be donated to fit
for life - Woolwich Recreational Facilities Foundation.

Have your skates
sharpened with us 
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

TRUcKING

JOHNS TRANSIT!

3614 Carmel-Koch Rd.
RR 1 Wellesley, ON
N0B 2T0

PHONE
519.503.0888

VEHICLES TO OFFER AS OF FEBRUARY 2008
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HOME HUNTING

Coach House Realty  
 Inc. Brokerage 

OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

159 William St., Palmerston
(Across from Home Hardware)

SALES REPRESENTATIVES: 
Edith McArthur * 519.638.2509 
Marg Sorensen * 519.343.4489 
Kathy Robinson * 519.343.4816

$239,000 - IMPRESSIVE FOUR BED-
ROOM, 2 bathroom, Victorian, all brick 
Century home with formal living/dining room 
w/gas fireplace. Hardwood flooring on main 
level, inviting front foyer, main floor fam-
ily room, den/office, fenced yard with above 
ground pool. Many updates. This home will 
take you back to yesteryear. Shows AA+.  
Call Kathy Robinson 519.343.4816 to view 
this Harriston home. MLS 0741206.

DRAYTON
Lovely 100+ acre farm 
with 2 broiler barns-
cattle barn with room 
for 600 head. beautiful 
4 bedroom home. Ad-
ditional land available. 
MLS.

OFFICE: 519-273-2822  CELL: 519-571-3894

A-B  REALTY STRATFORD
BROKERAGE.

John Jantzi
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOTS OF HOUSE! - Main flr. fam. 
room w/fireplace. Large rec. room 
w/gas fireplace. 3 baths. Spacious 
eat-in kit. & D.R. 3 season sunroom. 
Well maintained & decorated. Nice 
lot. MLS $299,900.

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI  
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL  
NORRIS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

FOUR LEVEL - backsplit semi on a 
157' deep lot, overlooking farmland. 
Cozy rec.room w/lge. windows, bar & 
fireplace. W/O from kitchen to deck. 
Long driveway, Central air. Shed  
MLS $217,900.

BUNGALOW - Lovely maple kitchen 
with ceramic floor. Laminate flrs. 
Main flr laundry. Rec room, 3 pc. bath, 
games rm. bdrm & office in lower level.  
MLS Reduced to $299,900.

TRACEY
WILLIAMS
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519-669-1737

OPEN HOUSE - Sun. Mar. 9  2-4 pm 
41 Falcon Dr., Elmira

LOTS OF HOUSE! - 4 level backsplit 
backs to greenspace. Huge family rm. 
w/walkout. Games room. Large kit. 
w/vaulted ceiling. Hardwood in L.R. 
2 baths. CAC. Lots of extras. MLS 
Reduced to $289,900.

LOTS OF HOUSE! - Mature trees. 
Newer flooring, Updated kitchen. 
Spacious L.R./D.R. Rec. room w/
fireplace, den 2 bedrooms & 3 pc. 
bath in bsmt. Double garage.Central 
air. MLS $319,900.

FOUR - bdrm, home, close to downtown. 
Hardwood flrs in bdrms. Large country 
kitchen & D.R. Main flr. laundry, den 
& 3pc. bath. Replacement doors & 
windows. Double garage. MLS Reduced 
to $265,500.

OPEN HOUSE - Sun. Mar. 9  2-4 pm 
41 Queen St., Elmira

Rebecca Hafekost
SALES REPRESENTATIVE                     BROKERAGE

Twin City Realty Inc.

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY 2 - 4PM 
SUNDAY 2 - 4PM

63 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira 
Spacious, 3 bedroom, 4 
baths, finished rec-room, 
2 car garage, overlooks 
Greenspace & pond. This 
Home sparkles. MLS

$339,900

OFFICE: 519-579-4110  CELL: 519-574-2874

BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker of Record

SHANNA
ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

MONIQUE
BRUBACHER
Sales Rep.

DEBBIE 
YEOMAN

Sales Rep.

DARREN 
ROMKEY

Sales Rep.

ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICESIndependently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 1, Elmira

N3B 3L4

WEBSITE: www.royallepage.ca
EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca

519-669-3192

THIS WEEKS FEATURE PROPERTIES

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN, 2-4 
10 ROBERTA STREET, ELMIRA

$292,000, MODEL HOME - Prices start-
ing for 2 strorey designs. 1600-2250 sq ft. 
available. $309,900 starting for 1300 sq ft. 
Bungalow designs. 1300-1600 sq ft. Visit the 
model for further details or call. MLS

Further Information:

48 MEMORIAL AVENUE, ELMIRA
$329,900, 1918 CLASSIC W/DETACHED 
WORKSHOP- Original natural wdwrk, hrdwd 
flring welcoming verandah & spacious front 
foyer; original "Thistle Glass Windows"; eat-
in country ktchn offers new counter tops; 
sunrm; walkout to dck & landscaped bckyrd 
& wrkshp. MLS

Brokerage

100 Acres of Fertile
Land $700,000

Drayton Area. Plowed, paved
road, high stated fertility. MLS.

Gorgeous Family Home-$369,000
2450+ sq.ft. 3 bed, 3 bath featuring; huge loft, master
bath w/roman tub & stand-up shower. Hardwood flrs.,
2nd flr. laundry room, upgraded carpet, maple cabinets
& much more. Great location close to 401. MLS.

150 Acre Farm! $1,200,000
Spacious 3,300 sq.ft. raised bungalow, 4 bed-
rooms with ample closets, 3 baths, main floor has
2 way stone fireplace, ceramic & carpets through-
out. Finished basement, possible in-law suite, ultra
violet water filters. Close to Lake Conestoga. MLS.

150 Adelaide St., Kitchener-$259,900
In-law suite. Nicely decorated Mortgage Helper bun-
galow with gleaming hardwood & ceramics, newer
windows (06,) roof (07) lower level ceramics
(replaced 05.) Lower level 2 entries & walkout. MLS.

www.paulanddavidrealtors.com

Paul Samis & David Samis
Sales Representatives

519-745-7000

Lovely Classis Home-$229,500

Victorian Styled Home-$315000

3 Bedrooms, Two 4 pc. baths, seperate dining room. 
seperate living room, eat-in-kitchen, harwood floors, 
newer windows, attached garage, walkout basement, 
mature lot. 10 mins from Waterloo, 20 mins from 
Guelph. Well worth a look. MLS.

3 Bedrooms, one 4 pc. bath, walkout basement, 
front porch, renovated living room, eat-in kitchen, 
refinished hardwood floors. Please call for your 
private viewing. MLS.

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.woolwichobserver.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

You’ve come to the right place to find a home.

19.669.5790 | 1.866.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

Paul Martin
Sales Representative

I donate a portion of my commission from each real estate sale to the 
Hospital for Sick Children and The Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.

4B Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Make the listings
come to you.

OFFICE: 519-669-5426
DIRECT: 519-503-9533

EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

AFFORDABLE STARTER HOME in small town, 
close to all amentities, upgraded maple charcoal kitchen 
cabinets, crown mound & light valence, 9’ ceilings, upper 
fl r laundry, computer station, wired for surround sound 
& computer directly to basement, 12x20 oversized 
garage, walk-in closet. MLS $234,900. For a personal 
appointment call Paul 519-503-9533

SOLD IN
 17

 DAYS

115 Oakcliffe St., Elmira

DON’T MISS VIEWING THIS BEAUTIFUL 
PROPERTY 3 min from Waterloo backing on 
Conestoga River, bungalow with walkout to patio 
features hrdwd, laminate & carpet, walkout to lrge 
deck, window and drs replaced except bay, insulated 
rec rm fl r, kitchen in basement, A/C, MLS $849,900 For 
a personal appointment call Paul 519-503-9533

SAT. MARCH 8, 2:00-4:00 | 1347 Martin Grove Rd, Woolwich
OPEN HOUSE

12 ACRES

Get your home the
most exposure.
Call Paul for more information.
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FAMILY ALBUM
To place a Family Album ad, contact: info@observerxtra.com

BIRTH NOTIcE

martin: Gary 
and Roselyn and 
big brother Damon 
thank God for the 
safe arrival of Aleah 
Rose. Born March 1st 
weighing 7lbs. 14oz. 
A granddaughter for 
Abner and Almeda 
Martin and Mahlon 
and Almeda Martin.

BIRTHDAY

Bieman - Jeff 
1973 to 1996 

The guardian 
angels of life.  
Sometimes 

fly so high as 
to be beyond 

our sight. 
But they are 

always looking 
down upon us. 
Remembering 
you always.

Love forever,
Cathy, Dennis 

Alisha and Chad

IN MEMORIAM

MARRIAGE

Gail Morgan & Jamie 
McLaughlin

were married on Family Day
February 18th, 2008

Gail is the daughter of Rita and Edgar 
Morgan of Acton. Jamie is the son of 
Jeanne and Ron McLaughlin of Mapleton

STAG & DOE

stag & doe for
angela both &  

mike soUkUp

Saturday, april 5, 2008
elmira legion 
8:30pm to 1am

$10 each - DJ - Lunch & Prizes,  
Age of  Majority Card Required 

Tickets at the door or Call 519-669-1760

in memory of Sharon frey 
We little knew that morning that
God was going to call your name.

In life we loved you dearly.
In death we do the same.

It broke our hearts to lose you.
You did not go alone,

for part of us went with you
the day God called you home.

You left us peaceful memories.
Your love is still our guide.

And though we cannot see you,
you are always at our side.

Our family chain is broken
and nothing seems the same,

but as God calls us one by one,
our Chain will link again.

We love you and miss you, 
Your family

IN MEMORIAM

Lindsay
Lapchuk

on finishing your 
double major in 
Criminal Justice & 
Public Policy and 
Sociology at the 
University of Guelph

Your family,
friends, and

Fairasaurus-Rex
are all very

proud of you!

CongratulationS

GRADUATION

FAMILY ALBUM

for as little as

15$

Tell someone that 
you care

call 519.669.5790 ext 106 to 
order or stop into our office

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.observerxtra.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

Choose a destination.
Find a landmark.
Take a picture.
Send it in.
Get a prize.

TRAVEL
AROUND THE WORLD
ROAD MAP   |   CLEAN UNDERWEAR   |   THE OBSERVER

Don & Bessie McAllister, Paul & Sandy Fletcher, Rick & Sandy Ladd, Joe & Donna Vervoort,
Larry & Chris Shoemaker, Barry & Wendy Jeffries, Kirk & Mary Ellen Genereux, Paul & Marg Cooper,

Bev Wendland, Jeanette Schaefer, Kristy Franklin, Kathy Forwell, Karen Schieck, Denise Copeland & 
Marty Keane. Royal Decameron Resort, Panama, in January of 2008.

John Dixon of St. Jacobs takes in the sites
while on business in the UK. Just this week he

brought a piece of Woolwich royalty to bestow
upon British subjects. Dixon is expecting his family

in arrivals later today.

Laverne & Pam Kuntz Jim and Janet Herteis on Valentine's Day

Near a 400 year old tree at the Royal Decameron In Panama

NOW AVAILABLE

observerxtra.com

TAKE YOUR PAPER ON YOUR
MARCH BREAK HOLIDAYS
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EVENTS cALENDAR
Kleensweep

Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

West Montrose, ON

• Truck & Trailer Maintenance
• Cardlock Fuel Management

519.669.5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

C o n s t r u c t i v e   I d e a s .  

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   519-699-4641

www.freybuildingcontractors.com

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

If you’re not long 
distance to Elmira, 
you are welcome

to a visit.

BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

21 INDUSTRIAL DR., ELMIRA

519-669-2884

Submit calendar listings to 
info@observerxtra.com

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA
519-669-1535

KITCHENER
519-744-9770

 
• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on
    repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Since 1987 - DentureTech
1995 - Denturist

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

9 CHURCH STREET EAST, ELMIRA

519.669.8362

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira

519.669.0799

A Fine Wine
Establishment

OBITUARIES

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

DEATH NOTIcES

Norris, Brenda (Mrs. Barry) Peacefully on 
Monday, March 3, 2008 at K.W. Health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital. Brenda (Butler) Norris age 
58 years of Elmira. Beloved wife of Barry Norris. 
Dear mother of Brad and Stephanie of Kitchener 
and Becky of Nelson, B.C. Loving Ema to Elin, 
Mackenzie and Hunter. Loving sister of Gladys and 
Gord Carey, Joanna Butler, Sandra and Paul Langer, 
Charles Butler and Leonard Butler and sister-in-
law of June Kreutzweiser, Joan Norris, Becky and 
Bob McCartney and Brenda Rouse. Brenda will be 
missed by her mother-in-law Anne Rouse.

Fondly remembered by her nieces, nephews 
and their families. Predeceased by her parents 
Joseph and Muriel (Krewenki) Butler. At Brenda’s 
request cremation has taken place. There will be 
no funeral home visitation or funeral service. A 
memorial visitation for family and friends will be 
held at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch No. 
469, 11 First Street East, Elmira on Saturday, 
March 8th from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. with a brief 
time of sharing memories at 1:30 p.m. followed 
by light refreshments. In Brenda’s memory, 
donations to Grand River Regional Cancer Centre 
or the Elmira Boy Scouts would be appreciated 
by the family as expressions of sympathy and 
may be obtained by calling the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira 519-669-2207.

Soehner, Wallace C. “Wally” Peacefully on 
Wednesday, March 5, 2008 at St. Mary’s Hospital. 
Wally Soehner age 84 years of Kitchener formerly 
of R.R. #1, Listowel. Beloved husband of the late 
Anna (Doherty) Soehner. Dear father of Bernie, 
Henry (Anita), Paul (Brenda), Wallace (Dianne), 
Joe (Janette), Steven (Tia), Craig (Tracey), Joannie 
(Dennis) Pratt, Pat (Jackie), Maryann (Dean) 
Wickens, Kevin (Gary). Also lovingly remembered 
by his grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
Fondly remembered by his brother Harry and his 
sisters Joyce, Connie and Janice. Predeceased by 
his sons Wayne (1969), Bob (1992), daughters 
Sharon Bolender (1996), Elaine (1998), Brenda 
Hogg (2005), parents Henry and Bertha (Hoelscher) 
Soehner, brother Lorne and sister Pauline.

The family will receive their friends and relatives at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira on Friday from 
2 - 4 and 7 - 9 p.m. Funeral mass will be celebrated 
at St. Teresa of Avila R.C. Church, Flamingo Drive, 
Elmira on Saturday, March 8th at 10:30 a.m. 
with Father Paul Voisin C.R. officiating. Spring 
interment at St. Joesph’s R.C.Cemetery, Macton. 
Parish prayers will be offered at the funeral home 
on Friday afternoon at 3:45p.m. The Soehner family 
would like to express their thanks to the Veterans 
Affairs and the staff at Millwood Manor, Kitchener 
for their loving care over the years.

MARcH 10
Healthy Lifestyles, a support group for those wishing to lose weight in order to  »

achieve a healthy lifestyle. Sharing of ideas and supporting each other to achieve 
our goals. Come out to St. Jacobs Mennonite Church at 7-8 p.m. We are a non-
profit group. If interested, please call Sharon Bauman, 519-664-3318.

MARcH 11
Reptilia – Linwood Branch Library. Learn all about reptiles while enjoying an  »

entertaining show that includes audience interaction as well as live contact with 
the reptiles. Recommended for children ages 5 and up. Tickets are $3 per person 
or two for $5; 7 p.m. Linwood library, 519-698-2700 or Region of Waterloo Library 
headquarters, 519-575-4590. Tickets are limited.

Tickle Trunk Tunes – St. Jacobs Branch Library. Come dance and sing. An unfor- »
gettable presentation of music and laughter. A brother-sister duo engages children 
and the young-at-heart with their silly antics and sing-a-long fun. Tickets are $3 
per person or two for $5; 7-8 p.m., St. Jacobs Library, 519-664-3443 or Region of 
Waterloo Library headquarters, 519-575-4590. Tickets are limited.

MARcH 12
Reptilia – Elmira Branch Library. Learn all about reptiles while enjoying an en- »

tertaining show that includes audience interaction as well as live contact with the 
reptiles. Recommended for children ages 5 and up. Tickets are $3 per person or 
two for $5. Elmira library, 519-669-5477 or Region of Waterloo Library headquar-
ters, 519-575-4590; 1-2 p.m. and 3-4 p.m. Shows will be held at St. James Lutheran 
Church, 69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Tickets are limited.

MARcH 13
Zoe the Clown – Bloomingdale Branch Library. Family-oriented variety show  »

with juggling, magic and live dove Mr. Cuckoo. Fun for all ages; 3-3:45 p.m. Tickets 
are $3 per person or two for $5. Bloomingdale Branch Library, 519-745-3151 or 
Region of Waterloo Library headquarters, 519-575-4590. Tickets are limited.

Reading is Magic – St. Clements Branch Library. Join magician Ian Crawford a  »
high-energy show with a blend of magic and story telling and lots of audience par-
ticipation. Recommended for children ages 3 and up. Tickets are $3 per person or 
two for $5; 7-7:45 p.m., St. Clements Library, 519-699-4341 or Region of Waterloo 
Library headquarters, 519-575-4590. Tickets are limited.

MARcH 14
H.U.G.S. Program – Woolwich Community Health Centre. Topic: Rescue force  »

tour. A tour of the ambulance building and seeing what paramedics do. For par-
ents and their children (zero to five years); 9:15-11:15 a.m., 10 Parkside Dr., St. 
Jacobs, 519-664-3794.

Reading is Magic – Wellesley Branch Library. Join magician Ian Crawford a  »
high-energy show with a blend of magic and story telling and lots of audience 
participation. Recommended for children ages 3 and up. Tickets are $3 per person 
or two for $5; 7-7:45 p.m., Wellesley Library, 519-656-2001 or Region of Waterloo 
Library headquarters, 519-575-4590. Tickets are limited.

Hot Beef Sandwiches, taters and veggies – Elmira Legion (Branch 469). First  »
come, first serve basis; 11 First St. E., Elmira, at 6 p.m.

MARcH 15
Fundraiser breakfast buffet – Calvary United Church. Speaker: Tim Fries, MCC  »

Akron. Tickets $12 per adult, $5 per child (six to 12 years), free five years and un-
der. Advance tickets sales only by calling MCC Ontario at 519-745-8458. Proceeds 
towards Mennonite Central Committee Elmira meat canning project. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner – Royal Canadian Legion, Br. 469 Elmira. Roast beef  »
dinner with fabulous dessert bar; 5 and 7 p.m. sittings; $12 adults, $5 six to ten 
years, $2 under 5 years. For tickets, call the Legion 519-669-2932.

MARcH 16
Two-hour hike on Kissing Bridge Trailway/TCT in Elmira – Woolwich Trail Group.  »

Enjoy the stone dust trail from Elmira east to the Grand River. Trail rating: level trail 
surface but may be slippery at this time of year. Meet in Elmira at the Observer 
parking lot, 20 Arthur St. North. Call Paul Miller at 519-664-3463 to confirm meet-
ing times and locations.

The Hilton Family Gospel Music Concert – Waterloo North Presbyterian Church.  »
7 p.m. 685 Highpoint Ave., Waterloo; 519-888-7870. Free-will offering.

MARcH 18
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church. Menu: beef stew, tea biscuit, salad, dessert:  »

Chocolate lime swirl, coffee and tea; $9 per person, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Soup 
and a roll to go $3 per person. Wheelchair accessible, everyone welcome; 2 Cross 
St., Elmira, 519-669-2852.

GARDNER, Harry 
Maurice

– Passed away peace-
fully, on Thursday, 
February 28, 2008, at 
Woodstock General 
Hospital. Harry Gardner 
of Drumbo in his 85th 
year.
Local relatives are  
daughter Elizabeth 
Barre and her husband 
Dean of Elmira.

KURTZ, David Douglas 

– At his residence, RR1, 
Ariss, on Sunday, March 
2, 2008, at the age of 
63 years.

SHAIL, Rev. Canon 
Harold Manford

– Passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by 
his loving family, at 
St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Kitchener on Saturday, 
March 1, 2008, in his 
93rd year.
Local relatives are 
daughter Sandra Pool-
ton and her husband 
Edward of Elmira.

NORRIS, Brenda (Mrs. 
Barry)

– Peacefully on Monday, 
March 3, 2008 at KW 
Health Centre. Brenda 
(Butler) Norris age 58 
years of Elmira.

SPILLER, Gary Martyn

– Of Wellesley, at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, on 
Monday, February 25, 
2008, at the age of 52.

TURCOTTE, Hope (nee 
Cousineau) 

- Surrounded by 
friends, after a long and  
courageous battle with 
cancer, Hope passed away 
peacefully at the age of  
51 on Saturday, March 1, 
2008. Hope was a loving 
and supportive wife of  
Rejean and mother to 
her sons Luke and Spen-
cer. Hope will be sadly  
missed by her father, 
Tom Cousineau, Grand-
mother Ella and siblings  
Barbara (Barry) Albrook, 
Mary (Chris Langstaff) 
Cousineau and Robert  
(Julie) Cousineau
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Simple. Safe.
Secure.

Prices start at
$19.95*

Build your card using one of our templates or upload your own design!

*taxes and shipping extra

Let us help you make a great first impression!
Business cards at the click of your mouse...

Thrifty Cards
Cut size: 3.5x2
Printed on Premium 80lb stock
1 colour (4 colours to choose from)

Two styles to choose from:

Premium Cards
Cut size: 3.5x2
Printed on Premium 80lb stock
FULL COLOUR

It’s simple –
• choose a card style • choose a logo
• pick your type style • type in your information
• click on proof
• if the card is accurate, add it to your cart

You’re done – it’s that easy!

VANESSA MOSS

Although the current 
weather makes it hard 
to believe, spring plant-
ing season is just around 
the corner, and with that 
time of  year comes the 
Farm Safety Association’s 
(FSA) 36th annual Nation-
al Farm Safety Week.

Waterloo Region’s ver-
sion of  the countrywide 
event is the Farm and 
Home Spring Safety Ral-

ly, to be held Mar. 13 at 
the St. Jacobs Commu-
nity Centre.

Highlighting this 
year’s theme of  “the re-
ward is worth the effort,” 
the rally will feature two 
guest presentations and 
various videos focused 
on preventing injuries.

Physiotherapist Ber-
nadette Vanspall will 
demonstrate stretches 
farmers should perform 
before, during and after 
their activities to avert 

St. Jacobs rally kicks off region’s farm safety week
repetitive strain and 
static posture injuries.

“Musculoskeletal disor-
ders have caused about 
42 per cent of  lost-time 
claims and almost 50 per 
cent of  lost-time days,” 
she said, citing a survey 
by the FSA and Work-
place Safety and Insur-
ance Board.

Muscles that are over-
worked have to be loos-
ened up or they lose 
their ability to perform, 
explained Heidi Wagner, 

Woolwich Township’s 
rural community health 
worker.

“It’s just like an elastic 
that keeps stretching 
and [is] able to snap back 
again. All of  a sudden, it 
[can] stop snapping back 
and that’s what you’re 
trying to avoid.”

By preventing and treat-
ing these issues early, farm-
ers can be more productive 
later in life, she said.

The second speaker, 
Dale Martin of  Elmira’s 

Reist Industries, will 
provide a refresher on 
shop safety as farmers 
and their children pre-
pare for a busy season of  
work.

“We want to remind 
them of  safety messages 
now while they’re still 
at home and just plan-
ning rather than out in 
the field,” Wagner ex-
plained.

As with any job, farm-
ers need to acknowledge 
the risks involved and 

pass that knowledge on 
to their children, she 
added.

“The parents feel that 
[this is] their effort to 
give their children a 
head’s up and again for 
the parents, it’s a re-
minder of  things that 
they’ve maybe heard be-
fore, but it doesn’t hurt 
to hear it again.”

The free rally takes 
place Mar. 13 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the St. Jacobs Com-
munity Centre.

hands on my face the 
whole time, just like, 
‘this is unbelievable,’” 
Kyla added.

After filling out paper-
work and waiting in the 
first row for other con-
testants to play, Timothy 
was first to spin the big 
wheel in the second half  
of  the show.

He went “absolutely 
berserk” when he spun 
90 cents and was not 
even that disappointed 
when an Apache helicop-
ter pilot in the U.S. army 
beat him with 95.

“Just getting on and 
actually winning was in-
credible.”

What he is not so excit-
ed about however, is the 
US$7,700 in taxes he will 

have to pay if  he wants 
to collect all his prizes, 
which he also has to ar-
range for pickup at the 
nearest port at the Ni-
agara border.

Right now he is leaning 
towards taking every-
thing but the piano to 
remind him of  the great 
experience.

“I just remember hav-
ing dinner that night 
and we were looking at 
each other going, ‘can 
you believe this has hap-
pened?’” Kyla recalled.

Feeling sick due to a 
bad cold this week, Tim-
othy joked that even if  
he doesn’t make it, he 
will die happy.

“I think I’ve lived my 
Price Is Right fantasy, 
and that’s it for me.”

Show: He’s lived his 
Price Is Right fantasy
» From page 03

Photo | Monty Brinton/CBS  ©2008 BroadCaSting inC. all rightS reServed.

needs to talk to the own-
er, Angus Martin, again 
to garner more informa-
tion.

“We’re having a hard 
time pinpointing exactly 
what it was. Barns are 
always the hard thing to 
try to find the cause for.”

The morning of  the 
incident, the owners’ 
two daughters had com-
pleted chores in the 
barn and did not no-
tice anything unusual. 
Then, in the afternoon, 
after showing visitors a 
puppy in the building, 
but not turning on any 
lights, they emerged to 
the smell of  smoke and 
then saw flames.

Firefighters arrived 
on scene within eight 
minutes and had water 
on the building within 
18, but by that point, the 
structure was complete-
ly engulfed, Geil said.

“It went fairly quickly.”
Instead of  trying to put 

it out, crews focused on 
salvaging the driving 
shed and surrounding 
buildings. They had ev-
erything under control 
by 8 p.m.

Overall, the process 

Fire:  Rebuilding work already underway

went smoothly, Geil 
said, especially since the 
trucks could not pull all 
the way up the driveway 
for fear the barn might 
collapse on top of  them.

“The fellows had to pull 

a lot of  hose [2,000 feet] 
off  the truck.”

Geil estimated damage 
at $400,000 and said the 
owner plans to rebuild, 
but is debating whether to 
use the existing site or an 

alternate one on the other 
side of  the driveway.

By Wednesday, a dozen 
men were already haul-
ing out debris from the 
property in preparation 
for the new build.

» From cover
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NOTHING LEFT a barn fire on Kressler road south of heidelberg claimed the lives of 130 
hens and six horses tuesday; the destroyed barn and its contents were pegged at $400,000 in 
losses and the cause of the blaze has yet to be determined.
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