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March break takes fl ight
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STEVE KANNON

Look for a Canadian Tire store to open later 
this year, as the Price Chopper store fi nally 
gets some company in the long-vacant com-
mercial strip in Elmira’s south end.

The Canadian retailer hopes to build a 
new-format, 35,000-square-foot store at the 
Arthur Street site. A gas bar and conve-
nience store are included in the plans un-
veiled at a public meeting Tuesday night in 

Woolwich council chambers.
Developer Forecast Inc. is 

seeking a zone change to 
reshape some of  the com-

mercial parcels on its 8.5-acre 
site to accommodate the Canadian 

Tire store, which would sit on approx-
imately three acres.

The format, smaller than the megastores 
the company has been building in urban 
areas, is a new prototype aimed at mov-
ing into smaller markets, Forecast vice-
president of  development Mike Tucci told 
councillors.

The store would likely be the anchor for 
the site, known as Elmira Market Village. 
While there have been a slew of  rumours 
about other retailers at that location – from 
video stores to sub shops – no other tenants 
have been confi rmed at this point.

“We have some interest from other clients. 
Our focus has been getting Canadian Tire 
past the goal line,” Tucci said in a later in-

Canadian 
Tire store 
proposed
for Elmira
New, smaller format 
building would sit on site 
adjacent to Price Chopper

See CDN. TIRE page»06
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HANG TIME Elmira District Secondary School student Paul Gross, 17, shows off his skills while on March break this week in Elmira. See more March break photos on 
pages 10-11 and online at www.ObserverXtra.com.
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Easter Savings All Week Long

The Area’s #1 Gift Destination. HOURS:  Mon., Fri. 9:30-5:30; Sat. 9:30 - 5:00; Sun. Closed
1 Union St., Elmira  519.669.3072

www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

EVERY
BUNNY

LOVES A 
SALE!

Easter Savings All Week Long

EGG-CITING 
EASTER SALE!
EGG-CITING 
EASTER SALE!

With 
each 

purchase
pick an egg 
from our 

basket. Inside
is a gift for 
you or a 

discount to 
be applied to 
your purchase.

Enter
a draw

when you
make your 

purchase and
win one of
3 Easter
Baskets

on Display.

Drop in to
see how our

renovations are
coming along!

March 17-22
Closed 

Good Friday
March 17-22

120 Oriole Parkway, Elmira [Formerly Selby’s Freshmart]
519-669-9122 | www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com

Building a STRONGER Community...ONE body at a TIME!

   FOR MEMBERS!

FITNESS
FREE
2 WEEKS OF

CLASSES
Non Members | $10 (Guest Pass)

CALL US
TO REGISTER

Limit of one of each
type of class per

person

> Expert Exercise Coaching

> Nutritional Counselling

> Specialized Memberships

> Educational Programs

                & More...

Check It Out!
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“We weren’t just going to walk away and let everything fall. We 
wanted to see that these would at least have a life to carry on.”

Bill Thuroo
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

   

   

   

W L W I C

VANESSA MOSS

This year’s Elmira Easter egg hunt 
at Bolender Park will be a joint effort 
between the Elmira Jaycees and the 
town’s Optimist Club.

Despite recently winding down due 
to a lack of  members, the Jaycees will 
continue to help out with events they 
have run over the years as they pass 
them on to other groups.

“I’ll be involved in the community 
somehow,” said Phil Read, a 17-year 
member.

The Elmira Jaycees (Junior Chamber 
of  Commerce) were part of  an orga-
nization founded in 1949 as a business 
training group for men. Since there 
were not as many community colleges 
around at the time, the organization 
taught members how to manage their 
businesses, finances and relationships.

Eventually, the group developed into 
a service club that has had its ups and 

Jaycees passing the torch
Elmira service club winds down, but hands off Easter egg hunt and Santa Claus parade to others

downs over the years, said Bill Thuroo, 
a 23-year member.

After becoming coed in 1987, the Jay-
cees enjoyed many years with about 70 
members, which was a good number at 
a time when Elmira’s population was 
around 6,000, Thuroo said.

He decided to join after a friend asked 
him to fill in selling Christmas trees at 
the band shell in Elmira. One meeting 
later, he was convinced.

Although they never had an official 
meeting hall, the Jaycees used to rally 
at the Steddick Hotel on Arthur Street 
and recently held gatherings at mem-
bers’ homes.

Both Thuroo and Read agreed that 
the social aspect of  the association 
made it most worthwhile and they will 
miss it.

“It’s too bad. It would have been nice 
to keep going,” Read said.

Membership began to dwindle as 
young people started getting busier 
with work and family commitments, 

Thuroo said. Since the group has an 
age limit of  40, recruitment became 
increasingly difficult. 

“It stems back to the beginning be-
cause it was a training organization. 
Back then they believed that by the 
time you reached the age of  40, you 
were now ready to progress into busi-
ness,” Thuroo explained.

The chapter’s president, Leslie Gal-
braith, noted that with only three 
members left under that age, organiz-
ing events became tiring.

“I feel sad, but you can only do so 
much,” she said. “Eventually, I would 
like to join something else.”

In the three years she has been a 
member, Galbraith most enjoyed the 
Easter egg hunt because of  the joy it 
brought to so many children.

Although the group will no longer be 
directly involved with events like the 
hunt, that does not mean its work is 
done.

“A lot of  us were concerned that we 

had worked that hard on a lot of  proj-
ects that we do and a lot of  people like 
them. … We weren’t just going to walk 
away and let everything fall. We want-
ed to see that these would at least have 
a life to carry on,” Thuroo said.

Over the years, the Jaycees have 
been responsible for the installation 
of  wastebaskets on Arthur Street, the 
original town sign in Gore Park, all-
candidates meetings during election 
times and, most visibly, the annual 
Easter egg hunt and the Santa Claus 
parade – the latter now handed over to 
the Elmira Kiwanis Club.

They also sponsored various awards, 
banquets and dances, the Flame of  
Hope trail ride, a bears program, and a 
car seat rental initiative for those who 
could not afford them.

“I liked working with the projects,” 
Thuroo said, as he reflected on his 
time with the club. “You’re sad to see 
it go and yet you have the feeling that 
things are going to carry on.”

PHOTO | VANESSA MOSS

ALL GOOD THINGS COME TO AN END Elmira Jaycees member Bill Thuroo stands in front of the Elmira band shell on Arthur Street where the group held its annual Christmas tree sales over the years. The Jaycees chapter recently 
disbanded due to lack of membership.
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»FROM THE EDITOR | STEVE KANNON

The nuclear lobby: their gain, our loss
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Government an-
nouncements made 
late on a Friday af-
ternoon before the 
March break holi-
days are, by defi ni-
tion, suspect. So 
when Energy Min-
ister Gerry Phillips 
uses that time to 

extend to nuclear power companies a 
monopoly to supply up to 72 per cent 
of  Ontario’s electricity demand, you 
just know it’s not a good idea.

For those opposed to plans to expand 
the amount of  risky, wasteful and po-
tentially deadly nuclear power in the 
province, the timing shows the gov-
ernment knows it’s doing the wrong 
thing, and it certainly wants to keep 
the public in the dark about its plans.

The government has plans to spend 
some $45 billion to build new nuclear 
plants, even though Ontarians are 
none too keen about nuclear power.

We have every reason to be skeptical, 
says Jack Gibbons, chair of  the Ontar-
io Clean Air Alliance.

“Nuclear is the highest cost and least 
reliable option to meet our electricity 
needs.”

Aside from the direct risks for nucle-
ar generating stations and the resul-
tant waste, for which we have no long-
term storage solutions, there are more 
pragmatic reasons to worry: in every 
case, nuclear has proven more costly 
to build, more costly to operate and 
more delay-prone than the industry 
has let on.

The real key, Gibbons argues, is great-
er conservation efforts, combined with 
alternatives such as wind power, bio-
mass and cogeneration.

Residents here are very wasteful. We 
use 52 per cent more electricity per 

capita than people in neighbouring 
New York State, for instance.

In opting for more nuclear, the gov-
ernment is simply sticking with old 
formulas and kowtowing to nuclear 
interests groups, Gibbons maintains. 
The nuclear lobby is strong, aided by 
pro-nuclear Ontario Power Genera-
tion and Bruce Power and power work-
ers’ unions.

Follow the money, and it will lead 
back to the industry.

The focus on mega-projects – which 
have proven to be fi ascos when it 
comes to nuclear power, think Darling-
ton – reveals a penchant for central-
ized thinking and planning.

“Nuclear is the way of  the past, and 
shows a lack of  imagination on the 
part of  our politicians,” he says. “It’s a 
1950s solution, where what we need is 
a 21st century solution.”

To help counter public mistrust about 
nuclear, we’ve been hit with freezing-
in-the-dark scenarios and, opportu-
nistically, public relations campaigns 
touting nuclear as a solution to tech-
nologies that emit greenhouse gases, 
thus contributing to climate change.

Reducing consumption, however, costs 
far less, and has no negative impacts 
on the environment, unlike waste-emit-
ting nuclear plants. But the nuclear in-
dustry won’t make billions of  dollars if  
we conserve more and promote alter-
native, sustainable alternatives.

Furthermore, given nuclear’s track 
record of  breakdowns and under-deliv-
ery, reliance on that technology doesn’t 
mean a reduction of  greenhouse gases: 
every time there’s a shortfall, the prov-
ince presses in to service the coal-fi red 
plants – the worst emitters – it says it 
wants to mothball.

To promote conservation, we need to 
let prices rise to refl ect actual costs. 

OCAA’s solution is to cut all subsidies 
to the price of  electricity. That would 
lead to a 35-per-cent price hike, or 
about $500 a year for the average resi-
dential customer.

If  that was as far as it went, the idea 
would be a non-starter: no politician is 
going to advocate such a rate increase. 
The plan, however, goes further, using 
increased revenues and the savings 
from eliminating subsidies to provide 
a rebate tax credit of  $1,500 a year. 
That, he argues, would leave the aver-
age consumer with more money in his 
pocket, and a big incentive to reduce 
consumption: the less you use, the less 
you pay out initially, and the larger the 
impact of  the tax credit.

In a recent report entitled “Tax 
Shift,” Gibbons points out the negative 
impact of  subsidies.

Ontario has longstanding policies 
that provide huge hidden subsidies 
for coal and nuclear generation, which 
also encourage high levels of  con-
sumption of  grid-supplied electricity. 
These hidden subsidies have two per-
verse impacts: First, by discouraging 

investment in many low-cost options 
to meet our electricity needs (e.g., en-
ergy conservation and small-scale dis-
tributed generation), these subsidies 
are lowering our energy productivity, 
lowering our standard of  living (by 
reducing economic competitiveness), 
and increasing our emissions of  toxic 
air pollutants and greenhouse gases. 
Second, since 67 per cent of  Ontario’s 
electricity is consumed by commer-
cial, institutional and industrial con-
sumers, the prime benefi ciaries of  
these subsidies are not Ontario’s resi-
dential consumers, whose taxes help 
to pay for them.

“You cannot create a culture of  con-
servation in Ontario by continuing to 
subsidize consumption,” he says.

In the near term, conservation is the 
most important factor. We need to low-
er demand, particularly peak demand, 
which is the most expensive electricity 
to provide. By myself, I’m not going to 
save the world simply by turning down 
the thermostat, but a combination of  
individual acts multiplied millions of  
times will have an impact.

KELLY JACKSON
Co-owner of Stonehaven Farm                          

Greenhouse in Elmira

How long have you had the business?
Husband Brad grew up on the farm and they 
converted it from a pig farm to a greenhouse in 
1996. Kelly used to be a Montessori teacher.

When did you open for the season?
Last Saturday.

What is the most popular fl ower?
Geraniums: go through 25,000 every spring. 
“They are tried and true.”

What is your favourite?
“Combos: mixed colours and textures and Mil-
lion Bells.”

Which colours?
Pinks and purples.

Do you have children?
Tessa, 10.

Does she help out?
“She is in the barn unpacking as we speak. It’s 
March break, we put her to work.”

Did you take a vacation this winter?
Yes, to Florida for a few weeks.

Hobbies?
Read; spend time outside.

What are you reading right now?
“Nothing: it’s planting season.”

www.ObserverXtra.com/tmi
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JamiesonsJamiesonsJamiesons since 1929

Monday-Friday 10:30am - 6pm
103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener

519-745-4053
Free Customer Parking

Specializing in:
• Moving
• Recovering
• Refurbishing
• Pool Table Sales 
  & Service
• Supplies & Accessories
• Dart Equipment
• Shuffle Boards
• Lights

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Not widespread in 
Wellesley Township, 
councillors deemed the 
practice of  drivers ille-
gally using parking spac-
es reserved for the dis-
abled annoying enough 
to support a Town of  
Newmarket resolution 
calling for provincial ac-
tion.

Meeting last week, 
councillors added their 
names to a request to 
crack down on the anti-
social behaviour.

VANESSA MOSS

The Fit for the Future 
campaign received an-
other healthy boost this 
week, as Elmira’s Opti-
mist club donated $25,000 
to the cause.

“It’s one of  the smaller 
clubs in town and we 
were really pleased that 

STEVE KANNON

A small change caused 
a big flap at Woolwich 
council this week, as Sit-
tler Excavating Ltd. got 
more than it bargained 
for in applying to expand 
the office space at its site 
north of  Elmira.

The company wants to 
increase its office space 
by adding another mod-
ular unit to the one now 
in place. The township, 
however, argues the pro-
posal would move the 
business further away 
from its primary focus 
as a gravel pit. 

The land at 2660 Arthur 
St. N. is zoned as extrac-
tive, with site-specific 
provisions to allow sec-
ondary uses for excavat-
ing and wood recycling 
operations. The zoning 
permits a temporary 

Woolwich at odds with SEL expansion
Council offers compromise solution over staff recommendation to refuse zoning request

structure of  up to 140 
square metres to house 
offices; SEL is seeking 
a change to allow up to 
250 sq. m., saying the ex-
isting quarters are now 
too cramped for eight 
full-time and one or two 
part-time employees.

Planning staff  recom-
mended against the re-
quest, suggesting the 
ancillary uses are be-
coming more prominent 
than the gravel opera-
tion, which is supposed 
to be the principal use. 
Councillors offered a 
compromise in the form 
of  a temporary-use bylaw 
that must be renewed ev-
ery three years, but that 
met with little enthusi-
asm from the applicant.

The offer was some-
thing of  a surprise, 
however, as councillors 
Mark Bauman and Mur-
ray Martin took the com-

pany to task, arguing 
the aggregate business 
has become minor in 
comparison to the other 
ventures, including de-
molition.

“I don’t think you’re 
kidding anybody – that 
hasn’t been a viable pit 
for 20 years,” said Mar-
tin, later suggesting SEL 
find another location to 
house its offices.

Bauman said the 
amount of  aggregate 
coming off  the site to-
day is minimal, and ap-
peared skeptical about 
claims the pit would be 
worked for another 10 or 
15 years before closing 
up, thus forcing the oth-
er operations to cease or 
move elsewhere.

“I can see this lasting 
until the end of  the cen-
tury at the rate that [ag-
gregate] is being hauled 
out of  there right now.”

But Pierre Chauvin, 
a planner with MHBC 
Planning who represents 
the Sittlers, countered 
that the company is oper-
ating the site completely 
within the guidelines set 
by the township.

The expanded office is 
a “minor component” of  
the site, he argued, cov-
ering just a 0.17 per cent 
of  the site.

“The office will remain 
accessory to the princi-
pal use of  the property, 
which is a gravel pit.”

Extraction of  aggregate 
on the site dates back to 
1940. The old pit licence 
provides more leeway 
for the owners; new pits 
are subject to production 
lifespans, and must be 
rehabilitated when the 
aggregate is exhausted.

Because of  its age, 
the Sittler pit produces 
mostly sand, as the larg-

er aggregate has been 
played out.

Since 1993, when sec-
ondary uses began at 
the site, the operation 
has been much debated 
at council. In 1994, over 
staff  objections, the of-
fice was permitted to 
move to the property 
from an Elmira loca-
tion. 

In 2005, SEL applied for 
a zoning change to in-
corporate a 10-acre por-
tion of  a neighbouring 
property in its wood re-
cycling operation. Coun-
cil denied that request, 
resulting in an appeal 
to the Ontario Munici-
pal Board. That battle 
was settled the following 
year, largely in favour of  
SEL’s favour.

The current issue is ex-
pected to be back on the 
table when council meets 
again Monday night.

Optimists donate $25,000 for memorial centre
they were able to make 
this size of  pledge,” said 
Fran Hatherton, cam-
paign chair.

The funds are in support 
of  the Woolwich Recre-
ational Facility Founda-
tion (WRFF), which is 
contributing to new com-
munity centres in Bre-
slau, Maryhill and Elmi-
ra. The lifeguard room in 

the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, slated to open in 
the fall of  2009, will be 
named after the club.

In a ceremony Monday 
evening at ARC Indus-
tries on Church Street, 
club president Grant 
Beattie and seven other 
members presented the 
cheque to the WRFF’s 
Christine Bauman and 

Laurel Martin.
Beattie said his mem-

bers felt this was a good 
opportunity to give back 
to their community.

“We’re all volunteers 
and we just felt our motto 
is ‘friends of  youth,’ and 
bringing out the best in 
youth is what we try to 
do and this recreation 
centre … just fits right 

in with that belief.”
With their $5.6 million 

target now within reach, 
members of  the founda-
tion and the campaign 
are finally reaping the 
benefits of  their efforts 
over the last five years.

“We’re very close to the 
total goal which is pretty 
exciting for a small town 
like this,” Hatherton said.

Watching the report on the 11 o’clock news?

PH
OT

O 
| V

AN
ES

SA
 M

OS
S

Misuse of handicap 
parking not tolerated

“I had a mother that 
was disabled and it kind 
of  irked me when I saw 
somebody who wasn’t 
disabled taking spots. 
… When you see people 
who aren’t handicapped 
using those spots, it 
kind of  hits a sore spot,” 
Coun. Jim Olender told 
the Observer. 

Olender raised the 
same issue during a dis-
cussion by council on 
the Newmarket motion.

While complaints about 
the illegal use of  dis-
abled parking spaces are 

See PARKING page »07

Massage Therapy
& Reflexology

Gift Certificates Available 

Tricia D. Brubacher RMT, BA, CR
St. Jacobs Naturopathic Clinic
1-9 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs

519-664-1050

Evening Appointments

SMASH AND GRAB K-W Glass workers repair a front window at the Home Furniture store on King Street in St. 
Jacobs after the store was broken into around 5:30 a.m. Thursday. Waterloo regional police responded to an 
alarm and found that two large-screen televisions had been stolen. The items are valued at more than $3,000. 
The unknown suspects fled the scene, but left behind some evidence.

Add another potential change 
to the landscape of downtown 
Elmira: Good Auto Parts on Wyatt 
Street is seeking a zoning change 
to allow for the construction of a 
new store. The plan would be to 
demolish existing homes at 7 Wy-
att St. and 30 Memorial Ave., as 
well as the current store, to cre-
ate space for a new building and 
room for parking.
The new store would be set 

back from Wyatt Street, moving 
the building out of the floodway 
formed by the Weigel Drain, and 
into the flood fringe.
The plan was unveiled at a pub-

lic planning meeting as Woolwich 
councillors met Tuesday night. 
There were no objections to the 
proposal, which will now be 
studied by planning staff before 
returning to council for a final 
decision.

Store plan 
would revamp 
Elmira corner

Public asked 
to help clear 
fire hydrants
Notice a big pile of snow around 

the fire hydrant out front? Can’t 
even see the hydrant? Woolwich 
councillors would like you to do 
the neighbourly thing by getting 
the shovel out and making it ac-
cessible in case firefighters need 
to use it.
“Ten minutes of shoveling is not 

a long time, but if your house is 
on fire, 10 minutes is a long time 
if the firefighters have to dig out 
the hydrant,” said Coun. Mark 
Bauman.
While the township is respon-

sible for clearing the hydrants, 
officials are calling on residents 
to lend a hand whenever possible 
because this winter’s huge volume 
of snow has made the job bigger 
than usual.
Township fire chief Rick Pedersen 

said residents should report bur-
ied hydrants if they’re unable to 
clear them, at which point public 
works crews will do the job.

Expect local municipalities to 
be lining up for infrastructure 
money, as the province this week 
proposed legislation that would 
dedicate additional surpluses to 
Ontario’s communities.
The proposed bill, to be called 

the Investing in Ontario Act, 
would direct a portion of provin-
cial surpluses to municipalities 
for infrastructure needs, such 
as improving roads and bridges, 
expanding transit and upgrading 
social housing.
Surpluses currently go to pay-

down debt.

Surplus cash 
to go local?
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LEN’S
MILL

STORES

LEN’S
MILL

STORES

LEN’S
MILL

STORES
PRICES IN EFFECT FOR ONE WEEK

Broadway St.X

3 Styles - Musical CFL

FLEECE BLANKETS

Craftsman Garden

10pk - Country Garden Bamboo

Special Purchase Stitch

KNITTING YARN

Comfort Collection Needle & Just Arrived!

MACRAME CORD

COTTON PRINTS
Len’s Mill

LABELLED COTTONS

SEWING NOTIONSAWNING CANVAS

/yard

$1.99

Mickey

Deluxe Disney

STITCH KITS
Cross

3 Sizes Jiffy Pot

.69¢
3 Styles - Country Garden

TREE FACES

REMNANTS

VALUES

CFL Stadium

Signature non-stick

$5.99
CRAFTER YARN

PEAT POTS

$6.49

Upholstery

HOOLA HOOP

HOSE NOZZLE SET

Ladie’s Country Garden

GARDEN GLOVES

Bum Kids

22” Hanging Wire Basket and 

COCO MATTING

BABY MOBILE
$9.99

SEAT CUSHIONS

BAKEWARE

PLANT STAKES

Incredible Selection

CHECKED DENIM

$4.99

SKIPPING ROPES

DRESSER LAMPS

$5.991/2 PRICE

3 Sizes - Original

Selected

SUPER

$4.99 ea.

2 FOR $1.49

$1.00

Large Selection

SCRAPBOOKING PAPER

2/$1.00

$1.99

.99¢

ball.

CHENILLE
Selected Printed

ARCTIC FLEECE
Remnant 

$3.99$4.99yard.

$5.99 ea.

Reg.
$5.99

TSHIRTING
Tubular

.99¢

PANELS
Tapestry

3 FOR .99¢

CHILDREN’S STORY BOOKS
Great Easter Gift Set of 6 Classic

$25.99

Big Grouping

PRINTED VINYLSHEETS
Promo

Full Roll

DRAPERY TAPES
$2.99

Co-ordinated Stripe & Floral

JACQUARDS DRAPERY

$8.99ONLY

$1.99

pk.

ea.

$4.99 ea.

$4.99 ea. 99¢ pr.

$12.99 Set

$9.99

ball.

Reg.
$8.99

Reg. 
$29.99

ea.

ea.

99¢ pk.

ea. ea.

yard. Reg.
$7.99

yard. Reg.
$8.99

yard.

$4.49 yard. Reg.
$9.99

Reg.
$19.99

$2.9960” yd. $3.99120” yd. $3.99 Reg. 
$7.99

yd.

30% OFF ONLY

yd. yd. Reg. 
$7.99

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. 
Emphasis on the Re-
duce.

Concerned about the 
harmful effects of  road 
salt on the environment, 
the Region of  Waterloo 
recently kicked off  its 
Smart About Salt initia-
tive, a program looking 
to educate businesses 
and organizations about 
the harmful effects of  
too much road salt on 
natural ecosystems and 
water sources.

While municipalities 
throughout the region 
have, over the years, 
worked together to re-
duce the amount of  salt 
used for de-icing without 
diminishing  road safety, 
the new program targets 
the next “level” of  salt 
users: contractors and 
facility owners in charge 
of  keeping parking lots 
and sidewalks clear of  
snow and ice. To that 
end, an initial workshop 
was held last week.

“There are a lot of  op-
portunities to reduce 
the amount of  salt that’s 
being used without com-
promising safety; that’s 
really the key message 
here, that safety will not 
be compromised but we 
need to do this because 
when we look at what’s 
happening to the im-
pacts on our groundwa-

VANESSA MOSS

Members of  Calvary 
United Church in St. 
Jacobs have caught the 
house-building bug, 
moving full-steam ahead 
with their newest mis-
sion.

Having built two hous-
es for deserving families 
in Ensenada, Mexico in 
November, the group is 
already starting to fund-
raise for two new resi-
dences to be built in the 
fall.

Since each furnished 
house costs about $5,000 
to build, the church is 
not wasting any time 
getting a head start.

Their first event will be 
a gospel concert Mar. 30 
featuring the Torchmen 
Quartet from St. Catha-
rines.

“They are amazing 
[and] very professional,” 
said Dorothy McMillan, 
concert co-coordinator.

Calvary building on its 
desire for mission work

The quartet – whose 
original members 
founded the group in 
1969 – performed three 
years ago at the church 
and was a big hit, she 
said, adding that the per-
formance covers mostly 
southern gospel music 
with testimonies inter-
spersed throughout.

Among the group’s ac-
colades are a Grammy 
Award nomination in 
1994 and a Southern Gos-
pel Album of  the Year 
nod at the 2006 Canadian 
Gospel Music Associa-
tion awards.

Since the event is free, 
McMillan said she hopes 
people will give from 
their hearts, but if  they 
can’t, they are still wel-
come.

“If  anybody feels they 
couldn’t afford it, it 
doesn’t restrict people: 
it’s open to everybody.”

With the church’s 
18-member youth group 
down in Mexico this 

past week building two 
homes of  their own, the 
church is branching out 
with more outreach all 
the time, McMillan said. 
In the future, church 
members will also be 
heading to Ecuador and 
Romania to lend a hand.

“The interest is there,” 
she said of  the mission 
programs.

Now that the volunteer 
support is in abundance, 
all McMillan needs is for 
the weather to cooper-
ate for the concert so she 
can achieve her goals of  
raising a few thousand 
dollars and bringing 
people together.

“Whatever we get, we’ll 
be happy. … It’s a time 
for people to socialize 
and have fellowship.” 

The Torchmen Quar-
tet concert takes place 
Mar. 30 at 7 p.m. at Cal-
vary United Church, 48 
Hawkesville Rd. in St. 
Jacobs.

Region wants to reduce salt in its diet
New program stresses the environmental impact of road salt

ter. We’re a community 
that has a phenomenal 
resource here as our 
groundwater, but we 
need to make sure that 
we’re doing what we 
can to maintain its in-
tegrity,” said the water 
services department’s 
Leanne Lobe.

“It has been estimated 
that about 40 per cent of  
salt applications come 
from parking lots and 
sidewalks.”

Through the Smart 
About Salt program, 
which kicked off  Mar. 
5 and which will see at 
least two more work-
shops on Mar. 26 and Apr. 
18, contractors and facil-
ity owners may receive 
professional contractor 
designation or site certi-
fication. 

Lobe noted that the 
program has already 
received support from 
a number of  insurance 
agencies – a crucial 
point in a sector where 
fear of  liability can lead 
to overuse of  salt. 

“People are really con-
cerned about slip-and-
fall claims, so having 
the support of  the insur-
ance industry is going to 
be really critical,” she 
explained.

Although road salt is 
an effective de-icing ma-
terial that is used across 
the country, the effects 
of  too much sodium on 
the environment are 

severe: burning trees, 
suffocating vegetation, 
contaminating soil and 
water bodies. In 2001, the 
federal government sug-
gested that road salt be 
placed on a schedule of  
toxic substances under 
the Canadian Environ-
mental Protection Act.

But harsh winters, like 
the one visited upon the 
region this year, require 
that roads be cleared 
for safe driving; while a 
number of  alternative de-
icing chemicals exist, the 
cost of  road salt makes 
it the most popular such 
material across much of  
North America. 

Some five million 
tonnes are dumped on 
Canadian roads every 
year. Ontario accounts 
for some two million 
tonnes of  that total.

Rural areas such as 
Wellesley Township 
typically get away with 
using a much smaller 
amount of  salt, even pro-
portionately; in such ar-
eas where gravel roads 
are prevalent a sand-salt 
mix is the preferred de-
icer. This winter, for ex-
ample, the municipality 
spread some 4,500 tonnes 
of  sand and 1,059 tonnes 
of  salt (compared to fig-
ures for 2006 of  2,500 
tonnes of  sand; 710 tones 
of  salt). 

In addition to the emer-
gence of  new road salt 
alternatives that are less 

harmful to the environ-
ment, though perhaps 
more costly, are other 
measures that can be ap-
plied to make the admin-
istration of  salt more 
efficient. These include 
the application of  wet 
salt (which isn’t carried 
off  road tops as easily), 
and the implementation 
of  automatic spreader 
controls on salt trucks.

“That just helps to con-
trol the amount of  ma-
terial you’re putting on 
the road to get a mini-
mum coverage that gives 
you a maximum amount 
of  safe driving condition 
out of  it; in other words, 
you’re not just dumping 
the stuff   on the road for 
the hell of  it nor at some-
body’s whim; it becomes 
more of  a designed flow 
because at some point, 
the reality of  the materi-
al is if  we put too much 
on the road you don’t 
gain anything more; if  
you put too little on the 
road, well, you’re just 
wasting gas, you might 
say,” said Rod Kruger, 
manager of  engineering 
operations for the Town-
ship of  Woolwich.

terview.
If  all the approvals fall 

into place in short order, 
construction on the new 
store would begin this 
fall, with an opening pri-
or to the end of  the year, 
in time for the Christ-
mas shopping season.

Tuesday night’s meet-
ing was the official public 
planning session, which 
saw no objections to the 
project. The company is 
seeking official plan and 
zoning bylaw changes to 
shift the designations – a 
mix of  commercial and 
industrial – on various 
parcels on the site. Spe-
cific provisions allow for 
the operation of  a Ca-
nadian Tire store, said 
manager of  planning 
John Scarfone.

Additional retail out-
lets on the property 
would likely have small-
er footprints.

Planning staff  will be 
accepting written sub-
missions prior to coming 
back to council with a 
recommendation report 
about the application.

Concord, Ont.-based 
Forecast Inc. owns some 
30 properties, including 
retail centres in commu-
nities such as St. Mary’s, 
Brantford and Ingersoll.

Latest fundraiser to boost Mexican building project 

Cdn Tire: 
To open  
this year?
» From cover
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SAVE
LIKE NEVER BEFORE!

$100 TO $200

    OVERSTUFFED / UNDERPRICED

100 TO 200

REGULAR HOURS
Mon.-Thurs.......8-6
Fridays..............8-9
Saturdays..........8-5
Sundays..........12-5

1421 King St. N, Downtown St. Jacobs

519-664-3301

No high pressure sales, just quality products at competitive prices.

NOW EARN
AEROPLAN® MILES

®Aeroplan is a registered trademark
of Aeroplan Limited Partnership.

Visit
our

appliance
dept.

www.homefurniture.ca

The

SAVEPosture Rest queen set

$59999

MEMORY FOAM

SAVE
$100.00

Posture Crown queen set

$69999

MEMORY FOAM

SAVE
$200.00

Pillow Luxury queen set

$79999

LATEX FOAM/MEMORY FOAM

SAVE
$200.00

/ UNDERPRICED/ UNDERPRICED
Mattress Collection from Comfort Solutions.Mattress Collection from Comfort Solutions.For a limited time only. Sale Ends March 29, 2008.

EASTER HOURS
Good Friday (Mar. 21)

CLOSED
Easter Sunday (Mar. 22)

CLOSED

Perfect Contour 720 Continuous coil
with Power Edge™

Perfect Contour 864 Chiro-Guard™
Ultra Premium with Power Edge™

Perfect Contour 608 Continuous coil
with Power Edge™

Hours: Mon. Wed. Fri.: 8am - 6pm, Tues. Thurs.: 9am - 5pm, Sat.: 9am - 1pm

LOSE 24LBS
BY MAY 24...

FOR JUST

519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRA

AS OUR CLIENTS VARY, SO DO THEIR RESULTS.

www.herbalmagic.ca

$6.00/WEEK

BY MAY 24...BY MAY 24...

$6.

Irene
Lost 43

pounds and
58 inches

I’m thrilled with the results I’ve achieved. I 
received a lot of encouragement from the 

girls at the centre; they’re there to praise 
you for your achievements each week. If you 

want to lose weight, feel great, gain energy, 
and have everyone say you look great, Herbal 

Magic is for you. I’m glad I joined. Try it and you’ll 
be impressed with the results and the support.

not common in Welles-
ley, Olender recalled 
such experiences in the 
more urban areas of  the 
region – at a mall or doc-
tor’s office, for instance.

“We all drive in the 
city and we all see that 
happen.”

The Newmarket reso-
lution was drawn up as 
a result of  suggestions 
forwarded by that mu-
nicipality’s accessibil-
ity advisory committee. 
Those recommenda-
tions are meant to deter 

people from illegally us-
ing parking spaces re-
served for the disabled. 

“It was more of  a gen-
eral observation – that 
committee’s general 
observation – that that 
seemed to be a wide-
spread problem,” said 
Anita Moore, clerk for 
the Town of  Newmar-
ket.

“It’s been over the last 
couple of  years that I 
think they felt strongly 
on this issue and, so, 
that really promoted the 
resolution.”

The Newmarket mo-
tion called on the prov-
ince to eliminate the 
misuse of  parking spots 
and suggested actions 
that included: ensur-
ing that justices of  the 
peace enforce the mini-
mum fines that apply 
to offenders; providing 
for a two-point penalty 
on the offender’s driv-
er’s licence;  requiring 
people who hold a dis-
abled parking permit to 
obtain a special identi-
fication card; and   pro-
viding minimum fines 

for those who block dis-
abled parking spaces 
(i.e. using disabled park-
ing spaces for snow stor-
age).

A copy of  the resolu-
tion was forwarded to 
the province requesting 
action.

“We’ve had some great 
support from munici-
palities; we’ve heard 
from quite a few who 
have endorsed our reso-
lution, so, we are hoping 
that something comes 
from it down the road,” 
said Moore.

Parking: Spaces for those who need them
» From page 05

VANESSA MOSS

If  last year’s turnout is 
any indication of  what’s 
to come, the Elmira Opti-
mists should have about 
500 kids on their hands 
as they host their first 
annual Easter egg hunt 
Mar. 22.

Run by the Elmira Jay-
cees for the past 17 years, 
the event has been hand-
ed over to the Optimist 
Club now that the former 
group has disbanded.

“This year they’re 
working with us to help 

Elmira Optimists take on the annual 
Easter egg hunt from the Jaycees

with the transition from 
one club to the next,” 
said Optimist Club pres-
ident Grant Beattie.

“Our mandate is 
‘friends of  youth and 
working with youth,’ so 
[the hunt] is a good way 
to give back to the com-
munity,” he said of  the 
club’s decision to run 
the event.

“We don’t have a lot of  
hands-on projects with 
youth that we really have 
taken on, so this is one 
of  our ways to be able to 
do that – to be working 
directly with the kids.”

The club’s past presi-
dent Jim Gunkel, is tak-
ing charge of  this first-
time experience and 
although he is excited, 
he is also a little intimi-
dated.

“That’s a lot of  kids,” 
he said with a laugh.

Luckily, the youngsters 
have been known to act 
quickly when searching 
for the roughly 500 pounds 
of  candy; the whole thing 
only lasts a few minutes, 
Gunkel said.

At 2 p.m., the kids 
will be released and if  
they find any of  the 250 

519.669.5790   |   www.ObserverXtra.com

Holiday
Hours:

Happy
Holidays!

Monday - Wednesday.....8pm - 5pm
Thursday.........................8am - 4pm
Friday...................................CLOSED
Monday (Mar. 31).............8pm - 5pm

»

marked candies, they 
win prizes.

“We’re kinda looking for-
ward to it,” he said. “The 
Optimists, we’re supposed 
to be dedicated to the 
youth of  the community 
and that’s a good start.”

From now until next 
Saturday, Gunkel and fel-
low Optimist Club mem-
bers will have their eyes 
on the sky, hoping for 
sun to melt all the snow. 
Otherwise, the kids will 
have quite the adventure 
searching for candy.

“Rain or shine, she’ll 
be on,” Gunkel said.
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REAL PEOPLE SELLING GREAT CARS.

519.885.2000583 Colby Drive, WATERLOO

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT
ON ALL 2008 LEASES

For the entire Toyota lineup go to
www.realpeoplesellinggreatcars.ca

Phone: 519.669.4110
112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira (In the Birdland Plaza)

The average person

during the holidays

PhonePhonePhonePhone:: 519.669.4110519.669.4110519.669.4110519.669.4110
112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira 112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira 

Sherry lost 54LBS & over 64 inches!
I now feel healthy and great 

about myself. I feel a lot younger 
and full of energy!

FULL PROGRAMS*

Join now and receive a FREE Starter Kit!
(individualized to your needs)

during the holidaysduring the holidaysduring the holidaysduring the holidays

 & over 64 inches! & over 64 inches!

FULL PROGRAMSFULL PROGRAMS**

Starter Kit!Starter Kit!

*Limited time. Products extra. Call for details.

about myself. I feel a lot younger 
I now feel healthy and great 

about myself. I feel a lot younger about myself. I feel a lot younger about myself. I feel a lot younger about myself. I feel a lot younger about myself. I feel a lot younger about myself. I feel a lot younger 

RESIDENTIAL WIND GENERATOR

For Home, Cottages, Marine & Recreation Vehicles

Solar charging kits to complete grid tie or off grid systems

105 Lexington Rd. Unit 11

WWW.RETPOWER.COM

Renewable Energy Technology Power
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519-880-1237
684 Belmont Ave. W.,

(Belmont Village)
Suite #304, Kitchener

www.freedomlaser.ca

SAVE YOURBREATH.CALL NOW.

1-877-868-8818TOLL
FREE

WEEKLY SPECIALS

$2.99 

Sliced Side
Bacon

Store Made

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 8-5
See us WEEKLY at the Waterloo Farmer's Market and

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Specials from March 17 to March 22

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Blackforest 
Hams

Store Made

$3.99 Ib./$8.80 kg.

Boneless Pork 
Tenderloin

Fresh

Bone-in
Skin-on Ham

Store Made

Ib./$6.59 kg.$2.99 Ib./$6.59kg.

We also have a wide 
range of imported 

cheese, fresh produce, 
bread and desserts 

available for Easter!!

Grade "A" 
Turkeys

Fresh

$2.49 Ib./$5.49 kg.

$1.79 Ib./$3.95 kg.
(SKINLESS) $1.99lb./$4.39kg.

Wellesley pharmacy stuck up - change this
MARCH 5 »

11:14 AM | An Elmira resident 
reported the loss of a license 
plate bearing the marker 
ATTV 352.

11:32 AM | Police were called 
to the youth drop-in centre on 
Snyder Avenue in Elmira as 
a result of a report of vandal-
ism. At some time between 
4:30 p.m. on Mar. 4 and 9 a.m. 
Mar. 5, an unknown suspect 
entered the premises and then 
emptied the contents of a fi re 
extinguisher inside the facil-
ity. Damage was estimated at 
more than $1,000.

4:03 PM | What later turned out 
to be a replica handgun initial-
ly prompted a call to police by 
a concerned motorist near the 
intersection of First and Arthur 
streets in Elmira. A 15-year old 
boy was seen carrying a silver 
gun in his hand, prompting 
the worried witness to notify 
police, who then located the 
youth and two others in a 
driveway on Second Street. 
Police soon found that the gun 
was a replica. The teen was 
taken to his residence where 
the incident was discussed, 
and the boy released uncondi-
tionally to a parent.

4:49 PM | A collision involv-
ing two vehicles occurred at 
South Field Drive and Union 
Street in Elmira. An area man 
had been eastbound on South 
Field when another vehicle, 
northbound on Union Street, 
failed to stop for a stop sign, 
entered the intersection and 
a collision ensued. No major 
injuries were reported despite 
the fact that the vehicles were 
virtually totaled. One driver 
was charged with ‘disobey 
stop sign, fail to stop.’

MARCH 6 »
9:32 AM | As a result of a traf-
fi c stop on Arthur Street South, 
an area resident was charged 

» LAW & ORDER

A lone male entered a 
pharmacy on Queen’s 
Bush Road in Welles-
ley Village on the after-
noon of  Mar. 6, hand-
ing an employee a note 
demanding drugs. Al-
though no weapon was 
seen, staff  gave the 
man a quantity of  pills 
before he fl ed through 
the back door of  the 
building. No one was 
injured. 

The suspect is de-
scribed as male, white, 
40 to 45 years old, 6’0” 
to 6’3” tall, with a me-
dium build; he was 
unshaven at the time, 
and wearing blue, 
full-length coveralls, a 
dark-coloured toque, 
and large sunglasses.

Police are asking 
anyone with informa-
tion to contact Divi-
sion 1 detectives at 
519-653-7700, ext. 4436 
or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS. 

for using unauthorized plates, 
and for failing to surrender 
evidence of insurance.

12:55 PM | The South Field 
Drive and Union Street inter-
section was the scene of yet 
another collision involving 
two vehicles. An area driver 
was struck by another vehicle 
at Union Street that, having 
stopped for a stop sign, pro-
ceeded into the intersection 
after the driver failed to see 
the other vehicle there. There 
were signifi cant damages but 
no injuries. The fi rst driver 
was charged with “fail to yield 
to traffi c on thru highway.’

MARCH 8 »
11:02 AM | An Elmira resident 

reported the loss of a front plate 
bearing the marker 501 7JN.

MARCH 9  »
3:48 PM | Police were sum-
moned to an address on Park 
Avenue West in Elmira after 
a vehicle belonging to an out-
of-town resident parked on 
the side of the road was side-
swiped at some time between 
6 and 8 p.m. on the evening of 
Mar. 6. The front fender and 
side view mirror were dam-
aged. There are no suspects.

MARCH 10  »
7:05 AM | A two-vehicle colli-
sion brought police to the area 
of Floradale Road and Reid 
Woods Drive near Elmira. An 
Elmira man was westbound 
on Reid Woods Drive when he 
stopped for a stop sign at Flo-
radale Road and then made a 
right turn onto Floradale Road. 
A second vehicle, in the process 
of overtaking another vehicle 
while southbound on Floradale 
Road, veered into the lane of 
oncoming traffi c and collided 
with the fi rst vehicle. Dam-
age was severe but no injuries 
were reported. The driver of the 
passing vehicle, however, was 
charged with “pass on road-
way, no clear view.’

7:19 AM | There were no 
charges and no injuries as a 
result of a vehicle collision in 
the area of Floradale Road, 
close to the Eighth Line in 
Woolwich Township. A Dray-
ton man had been northbound 
on Floradale Road when he 
hit an icy portion of roadway, 
lost control of the vehicle and 
crashed into a ditch. The ve-
hicle sustained a moderate 
amount of damage. 

MARCH 11. »
8:02 AM | A two-vehicle colli-
sion occurred at Arthur Street 
South and Sawmill Road near 
St. Jacobs. A Mount Forest 
resident was slowing to enter 
the roundabout when another 
vehicle, being driven by a 
Kitchener resident, slammed 
into the fi rst vehicle. Both 
vehicles were damaged, but 
there were no injuries. The 
Kitchener driver was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

2:03 PM | An area resident 
was travelling on Arthur 
Street South close to Sawmill 
Road behind a transport truck 
when a large piece of ice fell 
off the roof and struck her ve-
hicle, breaking the front grill 
and shattering the windshield. 
Police are reminding drivers 

that they should maintain a 
safe distance and drive safely 
when travelling behind heavy 
equipment. There were no in-
juries. 

4:06 PM | An Elmira resident 
reported the loss of an invali-
dated Ontario licence plate 
bearing the marker AXAZ 
070.

Too close for comfort

A little off the top

PH
OT

O 
| V

AN
ES

SA
 M

OS
S

PH
OT

O 
| P

AT
 M

ER
LI

HA
N

ON THE EDGE At around 6:45 p.m. Mar. 11, Waterloo regional police and EMS responded to a medical call at the corner of Arthur and Church 
streets in Elmira after the driver of a Jones Group Inc. dump truck passed out at the wheel. As his truck inched towards a hole on the demolition 
site, another worker jumped in and stopped the truck just in time. The driver regained consciousness, but was transported to Grand River Hospital 
for observation. 

TIMBER! Forestry workers contracted by the Region of Waterloo trim a 
tree on Arthur Street in Elmira Thursday after taking down two others 
nearby that were dead and hollow.
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MARCH BREAK IS SNOW MUCH FUN !MARCH BREAK IS SNOW MUCH FUN !MARCH BREAK IS SNOW MUCH FUN !
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Photos by Vanessa Moss

NO FEAR Tesla Hollingsworth, 9, checks out a western hog-nosed 

snake at Reptilia in Elmira on Wednesday.

GAINING SPEED Breyer Seifried, 10, has a need for speed while out with his grand-

pa Tuesday in Elmira.

WHEEE! Amelia Lapinski, 10, hit the slopes in Elmira Mar. 11.

BUILDING SOME FUN JK student Cole Brubacher, 4, builds a lighthouse out of blocks at the 

Kids & I resource centre in Elmira Thursday.

FLYING HIGH Paul Gross, 17 (left) and Josh Fast, 16 get some 

“air” in Elmira Tuesday.

DUCKS IN A ROW Classmates Jaime MacDonald, 8 (left), Kayla Frey, 8, and Riley Bradley, 8, 

try to stay afl oat at the Elmira pool Mar. 13 during one of the Optimist Club’s public swims.

IN GOOD VOICE Rosie Martin, Holly Boyne, Adrianna Molenaar and Christina 

Smith (background) are all smiles – and pipes – as they belt out some songs at the 

Friendship Trek event at Gale Presbyterian Mar. 12 in Elmira.

NOT CONVINCED Joshua Hachey, 5 (top left), looks on as Denver Haycock, 3, and Christina 

Rorai-McNeil, 7, think about touching Sheldon the turtle during Reptilia, hosted by the Elmira 

Library Mar. 12.
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»VERBATIM »THE MONITOR

»CARTOON

»EDITORIAL

No dollars and sense in war

“I suggest this this trend is a danger to Canadian democracy and leaves the 
door wide open to the kind of  political interference in the day-to-day admin-
istration of  government programs that led to ... the sponsorship scandal

Justice John Gomery takes the Harper government to task over power in the PMO

Gold prices spiked over $1,000 per ounce this week, up 20% this year, as 
the U.S. dollar dipped and fears of  a recession led investors to hedge against 
infl ation, even as oil passed $110 a barrel. 

Reuters

As MPs this week debated extending Cana-
da’s mission in Afghanistan, we heard very 
little thought about issues the public really 
cares about. Nobody mentioned the war is 
unwinnable in any sense of  the word: we’ll 
continue to pour lives and money into a 
country unlikely to change in the foresee-
able future.

No one is arguing Afghanistan should be 
left to its own devices, and that the occupa-
tion is all about taking control of  strategic 
territory. That’s the one and only reason 
foreign troops are there. Yet we’ll hear 
nothing but platitudes about democracy 
and freedom.

At the end of  the day – and sooner or later 
there will be an end – we’ll have nothing to 
show for it but gravesites and a tremendous 
tab.

Aside from the obvious wrong of  occupy-
ing an independent country, there is a pure-
ly pragmatic argument to be made for leav-
ing Afghanistan: the price tag of  billions of  
dollars, with absolutely no return.

According to a report by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, by the end 
of  this fi scal year, Canada will have spent 
$7.2 billion on the full cost of  military mis-
sions in or related to Afghanistan; $3.3 bil-

lion on incremental costs that exclude fi xed 
costs such as salaries, equipment deprecia-
tion and attrition.

The war there has helped push Canadian 
military spending to highs not seen since 
the Second World War, outstripping the 
Cold War era.

The study says Canada’s military spend-
ing will reach $18.24 billion in 2007-08—an 
increase of  nine per cent over 2006-07—and 
will continue to rise to $19.418 billion by 
2009-10.

Internationally, Canada is the 13th high-
est military spender in the world this year, 
up from 16th. Within the 26-member NATO 
alliance, Canada has moved to sixth- from 
seventh-highest military spender, dollar for 
dollar.

Since September 11, 2001, Canada’s mili-
tary spending has increased by 27 per cent, 
and after the next two years of  planned 
increases, will be 37 per cent higher than 
2000-01. 

“There is no doubt, however, that the po-
litical environment following the terrorist 
attacks against the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon focused an unprecedent-
ed attention on defence spending. Former 
U.S. Ambassador Paul Cellucci frequently 

pointed out that his only instruction, upon 
being dispatched by Washington to Ot-
tawa, was to get Canada to spend more on 
the military,” says the report.

“Domestic interests chimed in from the 
political right in this country: the Conser-
vative party, defence associations led by 
retired military brass, hawkish academic 
organizations, military contractors and 
business groups seeking closer Canadian 
ties to the Bush administration, NATO 
leaders, and indeed the military itself  – all 
have pushed for more public dollars to go 
to the military. Their efforts have been re-
markably successful.”

Ideologically tied to the reactionary poli-
cies of  George W. Bush, Stephen Harper is 
showing his colours in the treatment of  the 
war in Afghanistan. Some will argue he’s 
been pragmatic: the U.S. is a major ally and 
trading partner, and we’re doing something 
to ingratiate ourselves to an administra-
tion that views anyone who’s not with them 
as in league with their enemies.

Canadians are generally opposed to the 
war. If  doing what’s right isn’t enough 
reason to get out of  Afghanistan, then the 
bottom line certainly warrants consider-
ation.
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»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

As U.S. stumbles in risky world, Clinton is our best hope

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

Israel and Palestine: nothing to report
“Twenty-four hours 
a day of  rolling 
news to fill,” la-
mented the senior 
producer of  an 
all-news radio sta-
tion recently, “and 
only two hours of  
actual news to fill 
it.” But his problem 

is minor compared to that of  people 
condemned to cover the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict, where there is now 
almost nothing new to report at all.

There are plenty of  incidents, of  
course. More than two hundred rock-
ets were fired from the Gaza Strip 
against nearby Israeli towns in one 
week recently. Some were a new, lon-
ger-range version that reached Ash-
kelon, a large town that had never 
been hit before. One Israeli died, and 
several were injured.

Israel retaliated with massive raids 
on the northern Gaza Strip by land 
and air. Two Israeli soldiers were 
killed, and about 120 Palestinians. Is-
rael says 90 per cent of  the Palestin-
ian casualties were fighters.

Palestinian sources say half  were 
civilians, including 22 children. Giv-
en the crowded living conditions of  
the Gaza Strip, the latter estimate 
is more plausible, although it would 
make no sense for Israeli forces to 
target civilians deliberately.

Then, on Mar. 6, a Palestinian 
walked into Merkaz Harav religious 
school in Jerusalem and killed eight 

I have watched or 
been in politics 
most of  my life 
yet wonders never 
cease.

After the Ohio and 
Texas primaries, I 
went to bed having 
determined Hillary 
Clinton had won 

both. Finally, I thought, at least some 
American Democrats are coming to 
their senses. I woke to the CBC and 
the Toronto Globe and Mail telling 
me that while Clinton had won Tex-
as, she had lost Texas! Huh???

The Globe’s John Ibbotson worked 
it out that though Hillary had won 
three of  the four primaries, she’d 
only raised her delegate count by 16, 
and though she was just a handful 
of  committed delegates behind Ba-
rack Obama, she was running out of  
time and primaries, not to mention 
money.

What about the 791 party hacks that 
get to go to the convention and vote? 
Wouldn’t Hillary get most of  them 
because of  her long association with 
the inner sanctum of  Democratic 
parties? Apparently the answer is 
‘no,’ and that they are now commit-
ting themselves and that Obama is 
getting lots of  them.

Before going further, I must say that 
I like the American system of  sepa-
ration of  powers with the executive 
in many real ways beholden to the 
people’s elected Congress. I think 
primaries where the party across the 

land must depend upon the rank and 
file to determine the leader have con-
siderable merit. I think the Electoral 
College, which parcels out votes by 
state not popular vote is undemo-
cratic and outdated – without the 
electoral college, George Bush would 
never have been president and that 
alone should be enough to get rid of  
it. 

However, the Americans have not 
found a way to control the money. It’s 
absurd when a congressman spends 
several millions of  dollars cam-
paigning for a job that pays $169,300 
per year. On the safe assumption that 
people don’t spend money without 
expecting something in return, one 
can understand why some legisla-
tion is passed and issues, especially 
social ones, never make the floor of  
the house or the Senate.

One of  the outcomes of  the huge 
money being spent is the predisposi-
tion of  U.S. parties to develop oligar-
chies like the Kennedys, the Bushes 
and now the Clintons as safe places 
to put their dough. The other side 
of  this coin is that those who run 
against the establishment are usual-
ly kind of  weird, Ronald Reagan and 
Jimmy Carter being good examples. 
In the main, money talks and U.S. 
political money is directed to a “safe 
pair of  hands.” 

This is a critical year. I suppose in 
its own way, every presidential elec-
tion is critical, but this year the most 
powerful person on earth faces sev-
eral international situations that 

require knowledge (anything would 
be an improvement over Dubya not 
knowing who the president of  Paki-
stan was), a good sense of  priorities, 
a deep understanding of  history and 
a clear understanding of  how other 
people live and behave. 

The time was, and not that long ago, 
when candidates required little un-
derstanding of  foreign affairs since 
Americans were far more interested 
in having a president who put, or 
left, money in their pockets than one 
who knew, wined and dined all the 
international big wigs. 

World War I and II, Korea and Viet-
nam much affected the deep sense of  
isolation which, after all, went back 
to George Washington who, in his 
farewell address, said “Europe has 
a set of  primary interests which to 
us have none or a very remote rela-
tion. Hence she must be engaged in 
frequent controversies, the causes of  
which are essentially foreign to our 
concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be 
unwise in us to implicate ourselves 
by artificial ties in the ordinary vi-
cissitudes of  her politics or the ordi-
nary combination and collisions of  
her friendships or enmities.” 

In many ways the wars of  the 20th 
century seem to harden Americans’ 
desire to be left alone. The two world 
wars were seen as the bear com-
ing out of  its cave, smiting the bad 
things that were keeping him awake, 
then going back to hibernation. Ko-
rea must be seen in the light of  1950, 
when communism, especially at 

home in the United States, had to be 
dealt with. This was the time of  the 
Joe McCarthy “red scare,” which got 
so bad the famous movie star Hum-
phrey Bogart said, “They’ll get you 
for scratching your ass during the 
playing of  the national anthem.” 
The U.S. could not be seen allowing 
the Soviet Union-inspired invasion 
of  South Korea to succeed, especial-
ly since the Republicans had accused 
the Democrats of  “losing” China to 
the Reds.

Vietnam, in the early stages at any 
rate, was painted by political lead-
ers as stopping a “domino” effect of  
communism taking over all of  Indo-
China then, who knows, Indonesia 
and even Australia might be next. 
The American public, far from be-
coming used to dealing with faraway 
problems, became even less and less 
willing to have “their boys” coming 
home in body bags and more and 
more youth were draft dodging or go-
ing to jail for not reporting. 

In short, the United States had 
been, against its will, involved in 
foreign wars and, if  anything, the 
public was becoming more isolation-
ist. Latest evidence: in the primaries 
now going strong, candidates spend 
much more time on domestic issues 
than on foreign entanglements.

Sept. 11, 2001 changed Americans 
in a fundamental way. Now the body 
bags were coming out of  buildings in 
New York and Washington. The U.S., 
for the first time since 1812, was it-

young Israelis before being shot down 
himself. All of  these events were ex-
tensively covered in the rolling news, 
but in what sense was there anything 
new about them?

It was also the same old stories on 
the diplomatic level. Palestinian Au-
thority president Mahmoud Abbas, 
whose influence only extends to those 
parts of  the West Bank not directly 
controlled by Israeli soldiers or set-
tlers, declared that he would not take 
part in further “peace talks” with the 
Israelis until they agreed to a cease-
fire that included the Gaza Strip.

The shaky coalition that governs 
Israel was undismayed by this, since 
any concessions to Palestinians in 
the peace talks, should they occur, 
would ignite internal quarrels that 
would bring down Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert’s government. But U.S. 
Secretary of  State Condoleezza Rice, 
in the region as part of  her untiring 
quest to create a legacy for the Bush 
administration, insisted that both 
Olmert and Abbas show willing.

So Olmert said that the Merkaz 
Harav killings would not make him 
break off  talks with Abbas, and the 
latter said that he would resume talks 
– until Rice left town, after which he 
reverted to saying that there could be 
none until there was a ceasefire in 
Gaza. But Abbas has no control over 
Gaza. Hamas, which does, said noth-
ing, but smiled quietly.

This is all so familiar that the me-
dia would not report it in any detail 

if  there were something more excit-
ing to hold the ads apart. Apart from 
the fact that the Palestinians are now 
split between a Fatah government in 
the West Bank and a Hamas regime 
in the Gaza Strip, it could be a week 
of  stories from the first intifada in 
the early 1990s, or from the second 
intifada at the beginning of  this de-
cade. 

The Palestinian-Israeli quarrel 
has re-entered one of  those lengthy 
phases when neither side can agree 
on what terms it would be willing to 
offer the other for a peace settlement. 
In Israel, the split is embodied in the 
government itself, with various co-
alition parties drawing “red lines” 
about which concession or gesture 
would cause them to quit. Among the 
Palestinians, it is now incarnated 
in a formal division of  territory be-
tween Fatah and Hamas.

From Washington, it is possible to 
conjure up some flimsy optimism 
about the situation – “Ten months is 
a long time. There’s plenty of  time 
to get a deal done,” said President 
Bush last week – but no deal is going 
to happen while Bush is still in of-
fice. Whether it might happen under 
another administration is another 
question, but not one that is likely to 
have a happier answer.

Imagine that at this time next year 
President Obama, or President Mc-
Cain, or President Clinton (H.) de-
cides to spend some political capital 
in the Middle East. Could it achieve 

anything?
Unless there has been a political 

earthquake in the meantime, there 
will still be two rival Palestinian gov-
ernments, one of  which is formally 
committed to waging relentless war 
against Israel (even if  the reality is 
a little more negotiable). Israelis will 
have every right to claim that there 
is nobody to negotiate with.

The two Palestinian authorities will 
still be struggling to gain the upper 
hand in the internecine power strug-
gle, which means that neither party 
can afford to make significant con-
cessions to the Israelis. So nothing 
can happen until Fatah re-establish-
es control over the Gaza Strip (un-
likely), or until Hamas dominates a 
reunified Palestinian authority that 
includes the West Bank.

Even if  that happened, Hamas 
would still have to decide that it re-
ally wants to negotiate with Israel, 
and the Israelis would then have 
to decide that they were willing to 
talk to Hamas. Not only that, but to 
offer Hamas serious territorial con-
cessions in return for a ceasefire or 
peace treaty. 

None of  that is at all likely. There 
will be no substantive peace talks this 
year, and there will be none next year 
either. It’s all just diplomatic postur-
ing punctuated by killing. Both sides 
hate the phrase “cycle of  violence,” 
because it implies that both sides are 
responsible for it. But it is the correct 
phrase, and “cycles” aren’t news.

See MAIR »14
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»OBSERVER Q&A
Would more national retailers in the Elmira area keep you shopping here?

“I would say yes.”

Lois Bauman »

“No, because I don’t like the 
big box stuff.”

Lisa Molenaar » Alex Korga » Bob Witte »

“Yes. Are you talking Wal-
Mart, or something? I like Wal-
Mart.”

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

WITH EASTER ARRIVING EARLY THIS YEAR, THE WEE PEOPLE ARE FEELING 
A LITTLE PROTECTIVE ABOUT ST. PATRICK’S DAY GETTING ITS DUE.

“I would think so.”

You are invited
to an exclusive

IncomePlus seminar
“Isn’t it time you turned your

retirement thinking on its head?”

LEARN HOW INCOMEPLUS CAN OFFER
GUARANTEED INCOME FOR LIFE.

Paid for in part by Manulife Investments.

Certain conditions apply. The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company (Manulife Financial) is 
the issuer and guarantor of the GIF Select Insurance contract. GIF Select, Manulife and the 
block design are registered service marks and trademarks of The Manufacturers Life Insurance 
Company and are used by it and its affiliates including Manulife Financial Corporation.

OPEN: Mon.-Sat. 9-6
1386 King Street North, St. Jacobs  

519-664-3610

Weekly Specials

Our Beef is cut from
Canada Grades AA, AAA

Boneless Sirloin Tip Roasts

Pork Chops

Bone In Hams

Black Forest Hams

Turkey Breast

Havarti Cheese

$3.49/LB

$3.29/LB

$1.79/LB

$3.29/LB

$7.99/LB

$7.39/LB

SPECIALS IN EFFECT MARCH 17 - MARCH 22

Deli Sliced Cooked or Smoked

Ontario Corn Fed

Whole

Centre Cut

Whole, Half or Mini

Come see the plans for our new building. There will 
be a freewill offering to support our new home.

Everyone Welcome  —  519-669-8651Member Agency

WOOLWICH 
Counselling Centre

Cordially invites you to its

32ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Guest Speaker: Dr. Ken Shonk (entertaining family practitioner)
"Importance of Humour During Times of Change"

Date:

Time:

  Thursday, March 27th, 2008

6:30 | Viewing of silent auction items
7:00 | Annual meeting, refreshments, silent auction, business meeting

Where: St. James Lutheran Church | 60 Arthur St. S. Elmira

And he does
mean it...

UNCENSORED!

www.UncleBobsRant.comwww.UncleBobsRant.com

Uncle Bob
says it like

he means it...

self  under attack. (In 
December 1941, Pearl 
Harbour, Hawaii was a 
territory). 

The war in Afghanistan 
was popular because 
Americans were get-
ting even. This changed 
voter emotions, making 
it easy for George W. 
Bush to create bogey-
men and bogus issues 
and plunge the U.S. into 
yet another foreign en-
tanglement in Iraq. For 
the first time the United 
States of  America was 
in an overseas adven-
ture that could be sold 
as defending America 
against evil. George 
Bush conjured up the 
image of  the good sher-
iff. “Dead or alive” was 
his motto and while 
we’re at it, let’s sock it 
to Iran! Facts became 
irrelevant for a pub-
lic that had become 
scared.

Whether or not isola-
tionism has been extir-
pated or much reduced 
is now irrelevant. Any 
president from either 
party is stuck lead-
ing a world that either 
hates America’s guts 

or tolerates their for-
eign involvements as 
evidence that it’s hope-
lessly immature when 
it comes to understand-
ing things and that the 
best policy is to ignore 
them when you can and 
give them patronizing 
advice when you can’t.

What all this means is 
that the next president 
will inherit foreign en-
tanglements all over 
the world. Perhaps the 
most vexing and dan-
gerous of  issues in-
volves the continuing 
and massive return of  
Russia to global saber-
rattling. 

What started out as a 
look at the next occu-
pant of  the White House 
becomes evidence of  
Mair’s Axiom II, name-
ly, that you don’t have 
to be a 10 in politics: 
you can be a three if  ev-
eryone else is a two. As 
part of  a world scared 
stiff  that America, if  
not skillfully led, could 
get a world nuclear war 
going, we’d best pray 
that Hillary Clinton is 
that three in a sea of  
twos and wins in No-
vember.

Mair: The key 
in race is to look 
good by comparison
» From page 13
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YOUR KIDS ARE
STARTING TO LEARN
A NEW LANGUAGE.

For a free booklet with tips on how to talk with
your kids about the dangers of drugs call

1 800 O-Canada or visit

drugprevention.gc.ca
for more information.

The drug world is targeting
your child.
In our communities, cheap and addictive drugs are being
peddled to our kids. Drugs with names that disguise the
damage they can do – everything from poor performance
at school to memory loss, paranoia and addiction.

What can parents do?
Plenty! Because, believe it or not, most young teens
consider their parents to be credible sources of
information about illegal drugs.
Learn the drug language, before your kids do.

Government
of Canada

Gouvernement
du Canada

To the Editor,
Having recently graduated from 

EDSS, I have experienced both the 
thrill and frustration of  school bus 
cancellations and associated school 
closures. 

It is safe to assume that most stu-
dents, and teachers, enjoy the occa-
sional day off  from school, however 
this year has been a different situa-
tion, with nine cancellations in the 
Woolwich and Wellesley area. Two 
of  the nine cancellations occurred 
during the block of  time that high 
school exams were taking place. For 
me, there is nothing more frustrat-
ing than preparing thoroughly for 
an exam, only to have it postponed 
to another day, and yet another day.

Since this is not the first and only 
school year that weather has caused 
high school exam delays, the issue 
needs to be addressed. Although 
exams run at different intervals 
throughout the day, buses only de-
liver students to school first thing 
in the morning. Not surprising, stu-
dents that are normally bussed to 
school manage, on their own, to get 
to their late morning and early af-
ternoon exams. Parents drive them 
to their exams, or they drive them-
selves, or they arrange a ride with 
their friends. 

To the Editor,
The constant obstructionism on 

any and all development warrants a 
response. 

“Concerned neighbours” fretting 
about the golden throated ground 
slug  in order to disguise their ac-
tual NIMBY intentions. “Histori-
ans” who pay no taxes or upkeep on 
older buildings, but want control 
over their use. Those who cry about 
a green disaster with all develop-
ment. 

Please bear in mind that if  Water-
loo were controlled by these types, 
there would currently be four log 
cabin residences built. Three of  
them would be government owned 
and used for all the societies and 

Look at ways to keep 
schools open while 
students write exams

»LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Given that bus transportation to 

the school is only available for the 
first block of  exams, why is it that 
bus cancellations affect the entire 
day of  exams?  

This year a few of  the 5 a.m. school-
closure decisions have been criti-
cized, given that by 7 a.m. the roads 
have been cleared and safe to use. 
Is it not possible to come up with 
several alternatives, rather than a 
blanket area-wide, all-day closure, 
especially during high school ex-
ams? For example, could buses be 
cancelled, but high school exams 
still take place, putting the respon-
sibility on parents to arrange trans-
portation to and from exams? Could 
bus transportation be delayed by an 
hour or two, so that not all exams 
on that day are cancelled? Could the 
entire Woolwich and Wellesley one-
week high school exam schedule 
begin two hours later in response 
to the historical January weather 
patterns that cause early morning, 
unsafe road conditions?

According to a news article in 
the Mar. 8 Observer, “in the com-
ing weeks the school board will be 
reviewing school suggestions and 
data from other boards to learn how 
it can make closures and cancella-
tions easier on parents.” Perhaps 
this review could also consider how 
closures and cancellation could be 
made easier on exam-burdened high 
school students. 

David Craig Dumart
West Montrose

Fight against progress 
shouldn’t come at 
taxpayers’ expense

city offices in order to watch and bu-
reaucratize the remaining privately 
owned log cabin. 

These constant roadblocks and 
the ensuing costs are promoted and 
sometimes paid for by one govern-
ment funded organization or an-
other. Next time your mortgage or 
rent is being negotiated, remember 
the hundreds of  millions of  dollars 
and untold time, these mostly self-
serving people or groups can and do 
cause. Any new development should 
be scrutinized and subject to all 
planning, pollution controls and the 
like. 

However I feel that all new devel-
opment should not require tacit ap-
proval from the chattering classes. If  
you feel strongly about your cause, 
fight and pay for it. Do not expect me 
to back you with my tax dollars.

Mark Shortreed
Wellesley

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.ObserverXtracom

Write a letter
to the Editor.

We’re looking for a few
good letter writers. Do you
have what it takes? Any
opinion on a current event
will do. 
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PROGRAMMED INSURANCE BROKERS INC.

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

antageAd
the

We Invite you to
Discover

49 Industrial Drive, Elmira    Tel 519.669.1631

Michael Benjamins
Ext 370

Tim Waters
Ext 211

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

“ M E E T I N G  A L L  Y O U R  H E A LT H  &  W E L L N E S S  N E E D S ”

• Hearing Tests • Hearing Aids

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira 
(Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons) 669-4425

No referrals necessary
• Evening Appt's
• Relaxation
• Hot Stones
• Deep Tissue
• Gift Certificate
   Available
• All Registered
   Therapists

HEARING HEALTH AT THE 
ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

Juliane Shantz
Doctor of Audiology

Andrea Hoffman
Audiologist

Krista A. Sandelli
RMT & Associates

MASSAGE THERAPY
AT THE ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Dr. John D. Price
Optometrist

PHONE:

519-669-0012
or

519-669-0879

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Years ago, while a student 
at EDSS, Chloe Hamilton de-
vised a volunteer program 
whereby high school students 
could spend their lunch hours 
visiting seniors in the area. 
Though it was seen by some 
as a demonstration of  good-
will on behalf  of  the students, 
the veteran volunteer, now 
owner of  the Warm Embrace 
elder-care service company, 
saw it as a two-way relation-
ship that benefi tted everybody 
involved.

“I was very much into inter-
generational interaction, so I 
wanted students to visit with 
seniors because I believe it’s 
mutually benefi cial: the stu-
dents have so much to learn 

»IT STARTS WITH A PHILOSOPHY

Reaching out to seniors in their homes
EDSS grad extends visiting concept to launch Warm Embrace elder-care service

from someone who’s a genera-
tion older and the seniors are 
often at home and sometimes 
lonely,” Hamilton explained.

While the years of  high 
school are now behind her, it 
is with that same approach 
that she and her mother op-
erate Warm Embrace. For 
many seniors that means the 
difference between staying in 
the home that they love, with 
their belongings, family and 
friends, and being uprooted 
and moved across town to an-
other location.

“Granting people that inde-
pendence, giving them their 
fi rst choice means every-
thing,” said Hamilton.

Warm Embrace caregivers 
visit their clients in their own 
homes and look after anything 
that is non-medical in nature; 

services include transporting 
clients to doctor’s appoint-
ments, making favourite reci-
pes, running errands, light 
housekeeping, meal prepara-
tion, medication reminders, 
and personal care covering ar-
eas such as bathing or incon-
tinence. 

A fairly new concept, the ser-
vice offers seniors an alterna-
tive to a nursing home, Hamil-
ton suggested. 

“It’s much more customized. 
We customize everything to 
each individual client rather 
than enforcing a preset sched-
ule on them, so, we come into 
the home and we accommo-
date their lifestyle as much as 
possible.”  

The service allows clients to 
maintain their independence 
for as long as possible; for 

many clients, that means stay-
ing at home for the remainder 
of  their lives.

Hamilton noted that Warm 
Embrace adapts its services 
based on the needs and in-
terests of  each client. Conse-
quently, much thought goes 
into the process of  match-
ing clients with caregivers. 
Schedule availability, likes 
and dislikes and interests are 
all assessed. As a result, the 
process can be lengthy, and 
the company is always look-
ing to hire more caregivers. 

Running the company with 
her mother Brenda, Hamilton 
noted that she saw a need for 
personal and customized care 
for seniors and families strug-
gling with the hardships trig-
gered by old age. Having seen 
and experienced fi rsthand the 

suffering of  a grandmother 
with dementia, Hamilton and 
her mother could relate. They 
both felt there was little in the 
way of  support for families.

“And we felt kind of  adrift, 
there wasn’t anywhere to turn, 
there wasn’t enough support,” 
she said, noting that they then 
sought to fi ll that void.

“We have quite a heart and 
compassion because we’ve 
been there. We understand 
what the families are going 
through: we’ve seen fi rsthand 
what the seniors are feeling, 
so we have that real sense for 
compassion,” she said.

Warm Embrace offers ser-
vices in Kitchener, Water-
loo, Guelph and townships 
within Waterloo Region. For 
more information, visit www.
warmembrace.ca.

NO PLACE LIKE HOME Chloe and Brenda Hamilton are using their personal experience caring for older family members to look after seniors with their elder-care service, Warm Embrace. PHOTO | MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
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»FOOD FOR THOUGHT | OWEN ROBERTS

Happy hens are no trivial pursuit

AgriInvest - $600 Million Kickstart  
A New Business Risk Management Program:

Growing Forward

AgriInvest is a farmer account designed to help farmers manage small margin 
declines. It replaces coverage previously provided under the Canadian Agricultural 
Income Stabilization (CAIS) program for margin declines of less than 15%. 

Federal, provincial and territorial governments are launching AgriInvest as part 
of the new Business Risk Management program suite. The federal government 
is contributing $600 million to kickstart farmer accounts.

The New Business Risk Management suite also includes:

AgriStability – Support for farmers when they have large margin declines.

AgriInsurance – Coverage for insurable production losses.

AgriRecovery – The disaster relief framework.

If you have not yet received a notice for AgriInvest Kickstart call 1-866-367-8506 
or visit www.agr.gc.ca/agriinvest to apply.

The deadline to participate in the
AgriInvest - $600 million Kickstart is April 14, 2008

Growing Forward

A vision for a pro table, innovative, competitive, market-oriented 
agriculture, agri-foods and agri-based products industry.

The Circovirus Inoculation Program (CIP) will provide 
eligible hog producers with financial assistance to help offset costs 

related to testing, diagnosis and treatment of hog herds for Porcine 
Circovirus Associated Diseases (PCVAD2).

Requirements 
• Hog owners or herd managers who have tested their herd(s) for PCVAD2 

since March 1, 2006 can receive up to $150 per test, up to $2,000 per fiscal 
year, and up to $4,000 for the duration of the program.

• Certified diagnostic testing or a clinical diagnosis is required by a 
veterinarian to qualify for assistance.

• For a clinical diagnosis to be eligible, it must have been performed 
between March 1, 2006 and November 15, 2007.

Vaccination
Hog owners or herd managers whose animals were part of a herd that 
tested positive for PCVAD2 can receive up to $1 per piglet and up to 
$7 per gilt, sow and/or boar.

Circovirus Inoculation Program

Application deadline is December 31, 2008
For more information, 

or if you have not received an application form by mail, call 

1-800-667-8567 or visit www.agr.gc.ca/cdhi

Almost all hens kept 
by farmers for egg 
production in North 
America are raised 
in cages (called “bat-
tery” cages), spark-
ing a huge debate 
about the animals’ 
welfare.
These cages aren’t 

big enough to let the hens engage in 
some natural practices, such as perch-
ing, nesting, wing flapping and dust-
bathing, to keep their feathers fluffy 
and less oily (fluffiness helps the birds 
retain heat). Cage opponents say high-
density, high-production cooped-up 
chickens end up with osteoporosis and 
other maladies. 

But many farmers think the cages 
are efficient. Cages keep manure in 
one spot (it drops through the cage bot-
toms and is taken away by a conveyor) 
and eggs in another, as they roll for-
ward on the slanted cages’ floor for col-
lection. Overall, that means chickens 
and eggs are cleaner, so the chance of  

disease affecting the birds is reduced, 
and there’s less bacteria being passed 
from birds to humans. 

However, some nations have decided 
cages are inhumane, and have to go. 
For example, in 1999 the European 
Union proclaimed it would banish cag-
es by 2012. 

That’s huge. Some European coun-
tries decided not to wait, and already 
instituted a ban. Swiss, Swedish and 
Finnish hens now live in other types 
of  group housing, such as larger cag-
es, and aviaries.

You can only wonder if  the writing’s 
on the wall for North America. Will 
farmers here be forced by law to make 
their hens happier? And are we pretty 
sure they’re not so happy now?

Difficult questions like this helped 
propel a highly informative presenta-
tion earlier this week at the University 
of  Guelph by renowned animal scien-
tist Dr. Joy Mench of  the University 
of  California, Davis. Mench was this 
year’s speaker for the F.W. Presant Me-
morial Lecture, an event supported 

by the Ontario Agricultural College 
Alumni Foundation and the universi-
ty’s Campbell Center for the Study of  
Animal Welfare.

Mench is not an extremist, but she’s 
not a battery cage fan, either. Rather, 
she likes what’s called furnished cag-
es, those in which the chickens have 
more room and amenities, such as a 
nest box.

In her presentation, she discussed a 
gamut of  housing options including 
conventional battery cages, free-run 
housing (where chickens are relegat-
ed to structures but allowed to move 
about on the floor), and free-range en-
vironments, which gives the birds rou-
tine access to an open-air farmyard or 
pasture. 

To an extent, all these options are 
possible. Farmers know how to raise 
animals in a variety of  ways, or can 
learn.

But all production practices come 
with a price. Farmers who raise chick-
ens that lay eggs keep the birds in bat-
tery cages because it’s a least-expen-
sive option, and it’s easier to stave off  
or contain disease. In fact, disease pre-
vention and dirty eggs are what com-
pelled farmers to get their chickens 
off  damp floors and straw in the first 
place, back in the 1950s when battery 
cages started gaining popularity.

To me, farmers have given us just 
what we’ve asked for: a way to pro-
duce reasonably priced eggs that are 
safe and nutritious. But if  we decide 

through consensus that’s not what we 
want, we need to tell them.  Then, they 
can figure out other ways to raise their 
animals, and tell us how much it will 
cost.

Whether or not battery cages are ban-
ished in North America remains to be 
seen. But it’s not hard to envision a 
scenario where animal welfare prac-
tices are used by importing countries 
as a barrier or a condition. If  your 
practices are deemed inhumane, for-
get about exporting there.

In that case, North America may be 
forced to make massive changes. And 
if  that’s a likelihood, isn’t this the 
time to start an open dialogue involv-
ing farmers, researchers, consumers 
and governments about what’s want-
ed, needed, affordable and safe? 

I think so. We can already agree on 
certain things, like the fact that there’s 
no price that can be put on inhumane 
practices. They’re simply unaccept-
able, at any price. We can also agree 
that carefully measured decisions 
are more likely when your back isn’t 
against the wall, like it is for some 
farmers in Europe. 

To avoid that situation, let’s keep sup-
porting animal welfare and production 
research, present study results and is-
sues at rural and urban forums such 
as the one hosted at the university, and 
try to reach accord.  

When it comes to raising eggs and 
chickens – as well as many other as-
pects of  farming – it’s time to talk.  

4-H establishes new endowment fund
Every 4-H club in the province can expect to reap 
returns from a new $250,000 endowment fund an-
nounced this week.
Local Association Empowerment Pillar of the On-

tario 4-H Foundation’s 4 Pillar Endowment Fund 
Family created a fund in the name of every local 
4-H association, and planted a “seed” of $5,000. 
Starting in 2009 a cheque will be issued to the re-
spective 4-H association for 3.5 per cent of their 

fund’s year-end balance
This move is “critical to increasing the capacity of 

local 4-H Associations, their leaders and ultimately 
the experience of their 4-H clubs and members,” said 
John Core, Ontario 4-H Foundation chair.
The idea is to establish a professionally managed 

and sustainable funding solution, one to which sup-
porters can contribute and watch the dividends ben-
efit 4-H clubs across Ontario.
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Kitchener
Memorial

Auditorium
Admission

Adults  $5.00 | Children 10 & under  FREE

»Home & Garden Decor »Woodworking »Shabby Chic
»Stained Glass »Floral Designs »Gourmet Delights
»Clothing »Jewellery »Demonstrations
»Art

Over 90 Quality Exhibitors Featuring:

400 East Avenue

www.ilovecountryshow.com

Auditorium

Adults  $5.00 | Children 10 & under  FREE

www.ilovecountryshow.comwww.ilovecountryshow.com

off your
admission!

Bring this ad
to receive

$1.00

Three
Daily

Draws!
$100

In show gift certificates

For

»And more...

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

Squash
Dried Flowers
Onions | Shallots
Apples
Local Honey
Apple Butter

Bakery
Muffins |Hotdog Buns
Hamburger Buns
Rolls | Bread |Buns
Pies | Cookies 
Meat Counter
Pork Sausages/Ribs/Chops/Cold Cuts
Bacon | Ham | Head Cheese/Liver Wurst
Black Angus Beef
Right from our farm
Most cuts available

Hours:  
Mon.-Fri.  | 9 - 6pm
Saturdays |9 - 5pm
Sundays | CLOSED Ka

th
er

in
e 

St
.

Lundy Rd.
Winterbourne

FARM FRESH EGGS

EASTERBAKING

2008 South Woolwich
Minor Ball

Registration Dates

for more information
please contact: 

PETE MOORE
519.885.5353

Woolwich Community Centre
(Besides St. Jacobs Arena) Back Entrance - Downstairs

March 18th & 19th, 25th & 26th

7:00PM - 8:00PM

Tee Ball ............3-5 years
Rookie..............6-7 years
Junior.............8-10 years
Senior..........11-13 years

C O I N  L A U N D R Y

OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

583 KING ST. N., WATERLOO | KING & NORTHFIELD ACROSS FROM HOME DEPOT

7 DAYS A WEEK7 DAYS A WEEK

SPRING
CLEANING?

WASH
& FOLD
SERVICE

519-897-
6587

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

They had to hustle 
through two competitive 
periods and a late third-
period assault by the Cul-
litons, but the Sugar Kings 
weathered the storm to 
defeat Stratford 3-2 at the 
Elmira Arena Wednesday 
night.

The win puts the Kings 
up 1-0 in the Mid-Western 
Junior Hockey League 
semi-final series.

“It was a good playoff  
game, lots of  intensity for 
sure,” said coach Geoff  
Haddaway after the game. 

The match was full of  
end-to-end, gritty hockey; 
Haddaway is expecting 
more of  the same as the 
series goes on.

Paired against a formi-
dable adversary, the Elmi-
ra coach predicted a tight 
run with Stratford.

“They use their whole 
bench, they play four 
lines, six [defencemen],” 
he said, a different strat-
egy than what the Kings 
saw in the first round 
against the Waterloo 
Siskins.

“Waterloo went with 
a shorter bench. Strat-
ford keeps you hopping 
because they have short 
shifts with all four lines.”

Wednesday night, it was 
the Cullitons that opened 
the scoring, with a first-

Kings take opener against Stratford
»JUNIOR B PLAYOFFS

Tight, gritty game likely set the stage for the entire semi-final series with the Cullitions, says coach

period tally courtesy of  
Chad Sumsion (Ryan 
Murphy, Rob Durkee) at 
13:42.

Elmira captain John 
Lunney balanced things 
up, with a deflating late-
period goal potted with 
just 14 seconds remaining 
in the first frame; Garrett 
Rank and Troy Murray 
picked up the assists.

With that late boost, the 

Kings came out flying 
in the second. Patrick 
Shantz, from a speedy 
Brent Freeman, scored 
one on the power play at 
13:48. Michael Therrien, 
seemingly everywhere at 
all times throughout the 
game, converted on a set-
up from Dan Rhame and 
Shantz to make it 3-1 for 
the home side.

Down by two, Stratford 

stepped things up a notch 
in the third, forcing the 
Kings into penalty trouble.

Matthew Stern and Mur-
ray were sent to the box 
around the four-minute 
mark, leaving their team 
with just three men on 
the ice. The resultant two-
man advantage saw the 
Cullitons move the puck 
at will, and they were 
able to find a crack in the 

Sugar King wall: Durkee 
made it 3-2 with assists 
from Murphy and Sum-
sion just 24 seconds into 
the power play.

The Cullitons’ message 
was clear and stinging: 
the Kings had better exer-
cise caution if  they want-
ed to get out of  the game 
with the win.

“We also had some pen-
alties that we shouldn’t 

have taken, a bit of  mo-
mentum turn for them. 
[They] came out strong 
in the third period. But 
[we] grinded it out and we 
know what we gotta do to 
prepare better for Friday’s 
game,” said Sugar King 
stay-at-home defenceman 
Scott Lepold.

What remained of  the 
third period was frantic, 

See KINGS »20

IN TIGHT The Sugar Kings’ Troy Murray does battle with the Cullitons’ Mitch Good in the semi-final opener Mar. 12 at the Elmira Arena. The home team won 3-2. Top right: Elmira 
captain John Lunney, who scored a goal, lets one rip from inside the Stratford blue line. Middle: Net-crashing was endemic in the gritty game. Bottom: Brock Zinken looks for a feed.
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»THE NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN | STEVE GALEA

Floating some new ideas for life after snowmobiles

Pressure Points are Areas of
Stored Stress on a Nerve Pathway

WITH DR. BRYAN LAWRENCE, D.C.

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:

Learn how gentle, light touch will assist your body to promote
improved health. "Address the Cause. Not the Symptoms."

Call  519-746-6022 - Space is l imited

PRESSURE POINT THERAPY
COMPLIMENTARY

WORKSHOP

When: Wednesday, March 19TH, 2008, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Where: 30 Dupont St. E., Suite 204, Waterloo

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

$20.00$20.00
PER BOX

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Naval Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. MAR. 19,  12:30pm - 2:30pm

New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

ST. JACOBS
SAT. MAR 22,  10:00am - 2:00pm

Antique Warehouse (Beside St. Jacobs Market)

Recently, in fact in 
the middle of  this 
latest winter storm, 
a much-heralded 
report was released 
by a group of  Cana-
dian scientists; its 
subject was global 
warming. There 
were a lot of  things 

noted, but to me the most interesting 
was the claim that in 40 or so years, 
our snowmobiling season would be 
short or even non-existent due to lack 
of  snow and ice on our lakes. Coinci-
dentally, the winter of  2008 is slated 
to end somewhere around that time, 
too.

The truth is, all these calls for the 
demise of  a good old-fashioned Ca-
nadian winter seem a bit hollow as 
I look outside my office window and 
see snow banks that resemble Mount 
Everest. 

Even so, I believe we should still pre-
pare ourselves for a world without 
snow or iced up lakes. Forty years, af-
ter all, passes in the blink of  an eye. 

As I see it, the first thing we will need 
to do is find another way to travel 
around on our formerly frozen lakes. 
We’ll require a new technology, some-
thing miraculous. I envision a buoyant 
vessel that would keep its passengers 
dry and above water – it should, in es-
sence, take the place of  ice. I’m not 
sure what this method will be yet, but 
I visualize a “watercraft” that floats, 
seats people inside, and has some sort 
of  propulsion system so that you can 
travel across the unfrozen lake.

It’s not going to be easy to design one 
of  these things, especially since we’re 
going to need to transport it to the wa-
ter – my guess is by trailer or car top 
– but there must be some technology 
we can borrow or build on to help us 
with this craft. 

The question we should probably ask 
ourselves is what do they do in other 
parts of  the world, like Florida, in 
January? How do they travel around 
on their unfrozen waters? Buoyancy, 
the key is buoyancy…

I’m not sure of  the answer yet – I’m 
no genius – but let me tell you, the guy 
who solves the problem will be rich.

Just imagine, being able to float to 
your favourite ice fishing hole and 
drop a line without ever having to 
drill a hole through the ice. My only 
regret is that I’ll be too old to ever 
travel in that technological wonder.

Sounds too good to be true, doesn’t 
it? But I believe with modern technol-
ogy and our science, we can and will 
accomplish this. Call me a dreamer, 
but if  we can put a man on the moon, 
surely we can conquer the unfrozen 
waters

I know a lot of  you are probably 
laughing at me right now but, remem-

ber, 30 years ago you would have prob-
ably laughed if  I had told you about 
modern computers.

If  I’m right, these unfrozen water-
going vessels will herald in a new era. 
With them, man will be able to travel 
the unfrozen oceans, go on journeys 
atop wintry seas, and maybe even 
trade goods across the formerly fro-
zen waters of  the world. Talk about 
exciting.

Of  course, many of  us miss travel-
ling across a lake on a snowmobile 
but, hopefully, we can make these ves-
sels go fast enough that the sensation 
will be similar.

In any case, this is a problem we 
should try to solve soon. So, if  some-
thing comes to mind, please contact 
me. I’ve racked my brains and have 
come up empty. I’ll keep thinking, but 
for now, I’m going to take my mind off  
of  this conundrum and get my boat 
ready for ice out.

IN SYNC Amanda Forsyth, Hannah Hollatz, and Hannah Johnson make it all look easy while skating at the Elmira Figure Skating 
Club’s annual carnival Mar. 7 at the Elmira Arena.

PH
OT

OS
 |M

AR
C 

M
Iq

UE
L 

HE
LS

EN

Elmira figure skaters salute Canada at annual carnival

AROUND THEY GO This year’s carnival featured the theme of Oh Cana-
da!, performed by skates ages three through 20. 

GETTING IT TOGETHER Lining up, the performers get ready to make the rounds of 
the ice surface.

PUTTING ON A SHOW Christina Martin, Vanessa Aberle, and Thea Hollatz strut their 
stuff
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SCORECARD To submit scores, 
e-mail Vanessa at 

vmoss@observerxtra.com

Scores accepted in the current week, Wednesday to Wednesday  
Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5pm

To submit scores, e-mail Vanessa: vmoss@observerxtra.com
Or use our online form at www.observerxtra.com

Spring Fever!  

Plan a short escape to visit friends & family or tour favorite attractions. 
Trusted brands where guests relax, refresh, dine, swim and dream! 

Stay Your Way – after all, we’ve been expecting you! 

Stay Your Way by adding:

Breakfast for 2 OR 2,000 bonus reward points.  
For reservations or additional information, call the hotel directly, contact your travel agent or 

visit www.gotucovered.ca 

With more than 150 hotels from the most respected brand names, 
Westmont is Canada’s largest fully integrated hospitality company.

Westmont Hospitality Group 
5090 Explorer Drive, 7th floor, Mississauga, Ontario L4W 4T9  
Tel: 905-629-3400  Fax: 905-624-7805

*This offer is time limited. Not applicable to groups and tournaments and not available with any other discounts or offers. Applicable from February 17 – April 6, 2008 and 
subject to availability. Blackout dates may apply. Rates shown may fluctuate, based on availability. Hilton properties are offering a $20.00 Food & Beverage credit per occupied room per
night (in lieu of breakfast option) which may be used during any meal period. Breakfast option is defined by full hot breakfast for 2 persons or continental breakfast for 2 persons (where
indicated *). Bonus point option is not available where indicated**. Reservations must be made directly with the property, through brand.com sites or through your local Travel Agent. 

Rates From: Local Attractions

Barrie Holiday Inn Hotel $139.00 705-728-6191 Georgian Downs & SLOTS Maple Syrup Festival Season

Comfort Inn* $87.00 705-722-3600 Skiing at Mount St. Louis Tubing at Snow Valley

Belleville Comfort Inn*   $85.00 613-966-7703 Prince Edward County Winery Antique Shops in Quinte Region

Brantford Comfort Inn* $95.00 519-753-3100 Sanderson Centre for the Wayne Gretzky Sports Facility
Performing Arts & Sports Hall of Recognition

Burlington Hilton Garden Inn $159.00 905-631-7000 Bronte Creek Provincial Park Cineplex Silvercity / Burloak Ctr.

Holiday Inn Hotel $149.00 905-639-4443 Spencer Smith Park IKEA Home Furnishings

Homewood Suites $179.00 905-631-8300 African Lion Safari Royal Botanical Gardens

Calgary Inn on Macleod Trail $129.00 403-287-2700 Pengrowth Saddledome Stampede  Park

Guelph Holiday Inn Hotel $139.00 519-836-0231 Elora Mill Village & Gorge U of Guelph Arboretum

Staybridge Suites $159.00 519-767-3300 Wings of Paradise Butterfly Conserv. River Run Centre

Halifax Holiday Inn Harbourview  $135.00 902-463-1100 CHL - Halifax Mooseheads Hockey Halifax Rainmen Basketball

Holiday Inn Select Halifax Centre   $139.00 902-423-1161 Art Gallery of Nova Scotia Museum of Natural Science

Kingston Holiday Inn Waterfront $142.00 613-549-8400 Old Fort Henry The Grand Theatre

Kitchener Radisson Hotel Kitchener Waterloo $145.00 519-894-9500 St. Jacobs Market and Village Top Brand Outlet Malls

Laval  Radisson Hotel $139.00 450-682-9000 Centre de la nature Récréathèque

London Delta Armouries Hotel $149.00 519-679-6111   John Labatt Centre The Grand Theatre

Radisson Hotel & Suites $129.00 519-668-7900 White Oaks Mall Western Fair OLG Slots

Markham Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites $144.00 905-474-0444 Toronto Zoo Ontario Science Centre

Mississauga Holiday Inn Toronto  Airport West   $129.00  905-890-5700  Toronto Congress & International Ctrs. Mississauga Living Arts Centre

Montreal  Holiday Inn Select Centre-ville  $149.00 514-878-9888 Montreal Casino Bell Centre 

North Bay Comfort Inn Airport* $94.00 705-476-5400 Indoor Golf at Katie’s Leaderboard Skiing at Laurentian Ski Hill

Comfort Inn Lakeshore*  $84.00 705-494-9444 Indoor Golf at Katie’s Leaderboard Northgate & North Bay Malls

Oakville Holiday Inn Select Hotel & Suites  $153.00 905-847-1000 Glen Abbey Golf & Country Club Bronte Harbour

Staybridge Suites $159.00 905-847-2600 Downtown Oakville Shopping Centre for Performing  Arts

Oshawa  Holiday Inn Oshawa Whitby $135.00 905-576-5101 GM Centre Parkwood/McLaughlin Estate

Ottawa  Les Suites Hotel*/** $155.00 613-232-2000 National Gallery of Canada: Museum of Civilization:
British Drawing Exhibit The Children’s Museum

Ottawa Kanata Holiday Inn Select Hotel & Suites  $159.00 613-271-3057 Ottawa Senators Hockey Club Fulton’s Sugarbush &
& Scotia Bank Place Pancake House

Sault Ste. Marie Holiday Inn  Waterfront   $124.00  705-949-0611 Canadian Bushplane Heritage Ctr. Searchmont Ski Resort

Toronto Holiday Inn Airport East  $139.00 416-240-7511 Toronto Congress & International Ctrs. Woodbine Race Track

Radisson Suite Hotel Airport  $144.00   416-242-7400 Woodbine Race Track Yorkdale Shopping Centre 

Winnipeg Hilton Suites  Airport $139.00 204-783-1700 Festival du Voyageur 2008 Tim Hortons Brier

* Continental breakfast option only    ** Bonus point option not available

MINOR BANTAM A TRI-COUNTY
Mar. 5 
Woolwich 2 Oakville 0
Goals: Justin Neeb (Nathan Playford, Lo-
gan White), Dalton Taylor (Alex David, 
Adam Brubacher)

WOOlWICH JUNIOR RINGETTE
Mar. 5
Woolwich 3 Elora-Fergus 1
Goals: Amber Bauman, Amanda Poole, 
Megan O’Hara (Amanda Poole, Kelly 
Barnes, Emily Schieck)
 
WOOlWICH PEEWEE ll#2
Mar. 6
Woolwich 1 Ayr 1
Goal: Jacob Hahn

WOOlWICH MAJOR MIDGET A
Mar. 7 – OMHA Semifinals, Game #3
Woolwich 5 Southpoint 2

Goals: Jarred Parent x2 (Nick Pope, 
Damien Parent x2, Rob Hinschberger), 
Damien Parent (Mike Moggy, Jarred Par-
ent), Nick Timmerman (Mike Moggy, 
Jarred Parent), Brian Kron (Ben Ahier)
Mar. 8 – Game #4
Southpoint 4 Woolwich 3
Goals: Rob Hinschberger x2 (Luke Shantz, 
Steve Clement, Nick Roth, Cody Bates), 
Brian Kron (Kevin Howarth, Nick Timmer-
man)
Mar. 9 – Game #5
Woolwich 4 Southpoint 1
Goals: Luke Shantz (Steve Clement, Rob 
Hinschberger), Damien Parent (Nick Pope, 
Jarred Parent), Brian Kron (Ben Ahier, Kev-
in Howarth), Mike Moggy (Brian Kron)

WOOlWICH NOvICE ll #3, PIB 
Mar. 8
Woolwich 2 Twin Center #1 2 

Goals: Mattie Uhrig (Owen Lucier, Liam 
Hartman), Liam Hartman

WOOlWICH ATOM ll #2 
Mar. 8
Woolwich 2 New Hamburg 3 2
Mar. 9
Ayr 1 6 Woolwich 2 
Goals: Gareth Rowland (Mac Turchan), 
Kurt Michael (Jake Lewis)

WOOlWICH MAJOR NOvICE
Mar. 8
Ayr 5 Woolwich Penguins LL#2 3     
Goals: Michael Devries, Austin Cousineau, 
Nathan Horst (Jordan Gamble x2)

WOOlWICH WIlDCATS MINOR ATOM A
Mar. 9 - Tri-county Round Robin 
Game #6
Burlington 2 Woolwich 1
Goal: Garrett Schultz (Kelby Martin)

GOlDEN GIRlS The Woolwich Junior ringette girls pose with their gold medals at a tournament in Bar-
rie Feb. 29-Mar. 1. Front: Lindsey Hellerman (left), Nikki Bisbee, Kelly Barnes, Stacey Thompson, Megan 
O’Hara, Shelley Shantz. Middle: coach Brenda Poole, Nicki Brubacher, Amanda Poole, Emily Schieck, Amber 
Bauman, assistant coach Steve Bauman. Back: Michelle Poole, Andrea Mitchell, Christina Wilkinson, Nikki 
Kutchaw, assistant coach Marj Bauman.
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OvER THE lINE Woolwich Novice girls Nicole Merlihan (#15) and Caitlin Pickard (#2) help the cause against 
the Burlington Hurricanes during a tournament there Mar. 8. Woolwich won the game 3-1.
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hardnosed hockey on the 
part of  both sides. 

The Cullitons pum-
meled the Sugar King 
net and the Kings battled 
to cover their opponents 
and capitalize on a rapid 
counterattack, but both 
goalies stood tall. Elmira 
netminder Dan Morrison 
was solid between the 
pipes, and forwards such 
as a shot-blocking Zippel, 
did whatever they could 

Kings: In tough for the series
» From page 18

to plug the lanes.
“I thought we did really 

well especially with the 
extra attacker they had. 
The main thing is just 
getting the puck over 
our own blue line … Mo 
(Morrison) made a huge 
stop at the end too, which 
was clutch,” said Lepold, 
noting that he hopes for 
more of  the same from 
his side as the series ad-
vances. In his final year 

with the Kings, Lepold 
has his eyes fixed square-
ly on the Cherrey Cup. 

 “That means it’s right 
now. Got to do this right 
now; my time’s almost 
up, so gotta make every 
game count.”

In Stratford Friday 
night for game two, the 
Kings return home to-
morrow night (Sunday) 
for a 7 p.m. start to the 
third match.

Junior girls take top spot at Barrie ringette tourney

Novice girls take to the road
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EatRight Ontario Paid for by the Government of Ontarioontario.ca/eatright

Internal:
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Publication List or Component 

Call 1-877-510-510-2 and talk to a Registered Dietitian for free.
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STEVE KANNON

Like being a tourist in your own 
town, Seasons of  Immigration 
allows you to look at Canada’s 
familiar trappings through the 
eyes of  a newcomer.

The play, which has its origins 
in the stories of  immigrants liv-
ing in Waterloo Region, takes an 
often-comedic look at the trials 
and tribulations of  settling in a 
new country. Part of  the Great 
Canadian Play Series, it will be 
performed Mar. 19 at the Centre 
in the Square.

The story begins with the deci-
sion to leave the homeland and 
move to the western world, the 
land of  freedom and opportuni-
ty. Each character discovers im-
migration to Canada involves an 
immediate adjustment, not only 
to the cold and vast land, but to 
the pressure to prove one’s self  
in the fast-paced lifestyle. The 
six performers create the physi-
cal as well as emotional turmoil 
as characters go through the 
complexities of  leaving their 
country and the steps of  set-
tling down in Canada.

The play starts when immi-
grants arrive at the airport and 
go through the customs, then 
they tour Niagara Falls, experi-
ence Canadian showers, shop 
at the Zehrs Super Centre, take 
ESL classes, exercise regularly 
at the gym, apply for jobs, work 
in factories, fight with their 
wives and children, and end-
up in the elevator going up to 
the CN Tower. It is the story of  

Every new arrival comes with a story
Seasons of Immigration, on stage Tuesday at CITS, relates the tales of newcomers to the region

VANESSA MOSS

Normally “happy” students are ex-
ploring their dark sides in Elmira 
District Secondary School’s Whispers 
in the Dark, this year’s Sears Drama 

»ON STAGE

people who seem to be trapped 
in ‘transition.’

“The show is very light-heart-
ed – it’s a comedy,” said Majdi 
Bou-Matar, artistic director of  
The MT Space, where Seasons 
of  Immigration was born in 
2005.

It was a collective endeavour, 
as the group asked the public 
to share stories about immi-
grating to Canada and the re-
gion. What appears on stage is 
drawn from about 25 such sto-
ries, gleaned from people who 
arrived from various destina-
tions, some recently and some 
the tales of  earlier generations, 
he explained.

“We wanted to get to the heart 
of  the immigration experi-
ence.”

 To make the story as accessible 
as possible to everybody, much 
of  the storytelling is physical 
and visual, “to overcome any 
language barriers,” added Bou-
Matar, himself  a fairly recent 
immigrant, having come here 
from Lebanon in 2003.

While immigrants arrive 
here from all over the world, 
there are many commonalities 
as they settle in to a new life. 
From losing family ties and the 
supports they had back home 
to language skills and the job 
search, immigrants share simi-
lar experiences. 

Having arrived in the land of  
plenty, many share like reac-
tions to the abundance, from 
shopping malls to traffic and all 
the other facets that make for a 
much different pace to life.

“The story starts off  with the 
honeymoon stage: visiting Ni-
agara Falls and the tourist spots, 
shopping in the big stores, but 
after a few weeks, they have to 
adjust to reality,” he explained, 
adding those experiences make 
for interesting and funny vi-
gnettes.

Seasons of  Immigration is not, 
however, the kind of  ethnic-cen-
tered comedy you’d see in My 
Big, Fat Greek Wedding or Little 
Mosque on the Prairie. Rather, 
the characters explore issues of  
adaptation, language barriers, 
racism, loss of  parental control, 
and the need to maintain cul-
tural integrity while struggling 
with a redefinition of  self  in a 
foreign land.

Six actors (Badih AbouCha-
kara, Olga Barrios, Nicholas 
Cumming, Athena Guy, Gary 
Kirkham, Tanya Williams) play 
out the experience, accompa-
nied by two musicians (Priyan-
ka Sinha, Nick Storring) and 
a painter (Ram Samocha) who 
creates a work as the perfor-
mance goes on.

Past performances indicate 
the audience will be as diverse 
as what’s going on up on the 
stage.

Seasons of  Immigration will 
be performed Mar. 19 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $35, available at the 
box office by calling 578-1570 or 
toll free 1-800-265-8977 or online 
at www.centre-square.com. The 
Observer has four pairs of  tick-
ets up for grabs, available to the 
first four people who drop by 
the office Monday.

EDSS drama gets inside the Self
THEIR STORIES Vignettes from the immigrant experience in Waterloo Region form 
the basis of Seasons of Immigration, on stage Tuesday at the Centre in the Square.

PH
OT

O 
| S

ub
m

iT
TE

d

Students prepare school’s entry for the Sears Drama Festival; district competition set for Mar. 25-28.
Festival entry.

The 10-person play follows the “Self ” 
character as she experiences a psy-
chotic break, said director DJ Carroll, 
who is preparing for the school’s pre-
view show on Mar. 20.

“We get to see how their mind begins 

to fracture and all the different as-
pects of  her mind start coming to life 
as characters.”

These diverse parts represent vari-
ous emotions, including love, seduc-
tion, despair, fear, pain and anger.

“My character represents someone 

who has been most likely abused in 
the past and that’s part of  what has 
brought them into this mental break-
down,” explained Andrea Martin, 18, 
who plays Self. “You can’t really put 
my character in a box because she is 

See DRAMA »22
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VOISIN CHRYSLER
at affordable pricing
quality, certified used vehicles

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

519-669-2831

2007 DODGE CALIBER
SXT/SPORT

2.0L CVT Trans. PS.PB.PW.PDL. Tilt, Cruise, Air Cond, 
Alum Road Wheels, Fog Lamps, AM/FM CD MP3 
Radio, Black/Gray Int. 24,000 kms $17,900 #7487

3.3L V-6 Auto Trans. PS. PB. PW. PDL. Power Driver Seat, 
Tilt, Cruise Control, AM/FM CD Radio, DVD Player, Rear 
Air Cond. Alum. Road Wheels, Keyless, Power Adj. Ped-
als Finished in Satin Jade/Gray Interior Only 76,793kms. 
$12,900. #7385

 2004 DODGE GR CARAVAN

2004 JEEP GR. CHEROKEE
LAREDO 4X4

4.0L I-6 Auto Trans PS. PB. PW. PDL. Tilt Steering, 
Cruise Control, AM/FM CD Radio, Air Cond. Power 
Driver Seat, Roof Rack, Alum. Road Wheels, Fin-
ished in Silver/Gray Cloth Interior Only 87,871kms. 
$15,900. #7386

2006 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD 
4X4 SPORT

5.7L MDS Hemi, Auto Trans. OPS.PB.PW.PDL. Air Cond. Tilt Steer-
ing, Cruise Control, AM/FM CD Radio, Tube Steps, Box Liner, Alum 
Road Wheels, F/G Tonneau Cover, Finished in Flame Red/Gray 
Interior Only 27,000kms $30,900 #7443

2006 CHRYSLER
PT CRUISER

2.4L Auto Trans. PS.PB.PW.PDL. Air Cond, Tilt/Cruise, 
AM/FM CD Radio, Alum. Road Wheels, 40,600kms. 
$12,900 #7486

2007 JEEP COMMANDER 
LIMITED 5.7L MDS HEMI 4X4

Previous Chrysler company vehicle, fully loaded  
including leather, 3 sunroofs, finished in black with 
only 14,000 kms. $38,900 #7384

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, JOHN IVINEY, COLIN KROPF
P.S.T, G.S.T and l icencing due on delivery. Payments based on 9.39% over 60 mths O.A.C.

2007 DODGE GR.
CARAVAN SE

3.3L V6 Auto Trans. PS. PB. PW. PDL. Tilt Steering, Cruise Con-
trol, Power Driver Seat, AM/FM CD Radio, Rock Rack, Keyless 
Entry, Rear Air/Heat Stow N Go Seating, Alum. Road Wheels, 
Only 30,660kms. Marine Blue/Gray Interior $18,900 #7382

$179 
Bi-Weekly

$299 
Bi-Weekly

$378 
Bi-Weekly

$130 
Bi-Weekly

$130 
Bi-Weekly

$179 
Bi-Weekly

2005 DODGE DAKOTA 
QUAD SLT 4X4

4.7L V-8 Auto Trans, PS.PB.PW. PDL.Am/FM CD Radio, 
Air Cond, Tilt Steering, Cruise Control, Keyless Entry, 
Fog Lamps, Trailer Hitch, Painted Fibreglass Topper, Only 
63,018kms. Patriot Blue/Gray Interior. $19,900 #7388

$197 
Bi-Weekly

$197 
Bi-Weekly

2004 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB 
CAB SPORT 4X4

4.7L V8 Auto Trans PS. PB. PW. PDL. Tilt Steering, Cruise Con-
trol, AM/FM CD Radio, Trailer Tow Group, Sport Plus Group, 
Rear Sliding Window, Fog Lamps, Keyless Entry, Box Liner, 
Alum. Road Wheels, Finished in Silver/DK. Slate Gray Interior, 
Only 49,705kms. $18,900. #7387

$185 
Bi-Weekly

Drama: Students look to push themselves with dark entry
» From page 21
hurt, she’s angry, she’s 
all of  the personas and 
she takes on each of  
those characters as they 
come out. But, by the 
end, she’s kind of  all of  
them.”

Written by a friend of  
Carroll’s, James D. Con-
nol, the play features in-
stitutional-looking cos-
tumes and a set made 
of  foam, created by the 
production’s 10-member 
crew.

By knowing the play-
wright, Carroll was able 
to alter the piece to fit 

the festival, which he de-
scribed as the “competi-
tive side of  theatre.”

Although there are no 
stipulations about the 
type of  play that can be 
entered, judges look for 
dramatic and artistic 
pieces between 15 and 
50 minutes long, Carroll 
said, adding that three 
winners from the dis-
trict-level festival will 
move on to the regional 
and provincial competi-
tions.

With a reputation for 
fine prior performanc-
es to live up to, Carroll 

said he is confident his 
students will succeed 
again this year.

“I think the play is a 
very dark drama [and] 
the students seem to 
be really into it – re-
ally wanting to push the 
limits of  their acting. 
I think it’s going to be 
quite good.”

“I’ve loved it,” Martin 
said. “It’s a challenge 
and I love the challenge. 
Trying to play someone 
who’s in this mental 
state is really difficult 
to not do the whole ste-
reotype, but I love it and 

I love drama, so that’s 
why I’m doing it.”

One of  Martin’s alter-
egos, Anger, has also 
been a tough role to de-
velop for its portrayer, 
Julie Ingriselli, 15, who 
recently played Alice in 
EDSS’ Alice in Wonder-
land.

“This one [play] is 
much darker and I’m a 
very happy person nor-
mally, so being Anger is 
a little awkward,” she 
said.

“The toughest part 
would be experiment-
ing with the differ-

EMOTIONAL ROLLERCOASTER Julie ingriselli, 15 (left), Andrea mar-
tin, 18, and Thomas Fraser, 18 explore various aspects of the “Self” in 
EdSS’ Sears drama Festival entry, Whispers in the Dark.
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ent sides of  anger: the 
very strong anger that 
most people would give 
off  and then the more 
subtle, ‘I’m threatening 
you so, just beware, I’ll 
come back later’ type of  
anger.”

Thomas Fraser, 18, who 
plays Mr. Smith – a char-
acter trying to help Self  
– said his interpretation 
of  the role has changed 
throughout rehearsals. 

“The original way I 
was reading it is that Mr. 
Smith and Self  were op-
posites … but as I start-
ed reading through, he 
seems a lot more com-
plicated than that. He 
is very reserved, but 
you can start seeing his 
character coming out a 
lot as he starts interact-
ing with different as-
pects, so I’ve been play-
ing around a lot with 
how much and when he 
starts showing his per-
sonality.”

While all three actors 
have struggled with the 
play’s complexities, they 
have enjoyed the process 
and plan to incorporate 
acting into their post-
secondary lives.

Whispers in the Dark, 
provides good practice 
for that next step be-
cause it has been diffi-
cult to produce, Carroll 
said.

“It’s a very visual play: 
you read it and it reads 
completely different, 

but then when you see 
it, you go ‘whoa, there 
it is” and that can be a 
real hard thing to get 
across: first of  all to 
the actors and then you 
have to get it across to 
the audience.”

With snow days and 
March break cutting 
into rehearsal time, the 
process has been even 
more challenging. But, 
the actors feel the effort 
is worthwhile because 
the audience should en-
joy the final product.

“There’s something in 
it for everyone. … Ev-
erybody’s been hurt be-
fore, everybody’s been 
scared before, every-
body’s had something 
that’s happened to them 
and I think they’ll relate 
to that,” Martin said.

“It also has this sub-
theme to it of  what can 
happen to you when you 
don’t accept help and 
you don’t accept love: 
when you reach that 
point where you start to 
push it aside when it’s 
finally there for you.”

EDSS will host a pre-
view show Mar. 20 at 
the school at 7:30 p.m. 
(doors open at 7 p.m.). 
Tickets $10 or $7 for 
students and seniors,  
available at the door.  

The district-level Sears 
Drama Festival takes 
place Mar. 25-29 at Grand 
River Collegiate Insti-
tute in Kitchener.
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CLASSIFIEDS »
All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s discretion. The Publisher will not be responsible for 
damages arising out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by that 
portion of the advertisement in which the error occured. Please check your ad on the first day of publica-
tion. The Observer’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge for the space for one insertion only.

»PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD
Classified ads can be obtained in person, by phone | fax from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-
5pm or Friday 8:30am-4pm. Email queries  to classifieds@woolwichobserver.com 24/7 
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Looking for 
work?

You came to the 
right spot.

HELP WANTED FOR SALE

112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira

519-669-5551

Elmira’s LARGEST selection
of major brand computers 

Come see our showroom at: 

COMPUTERS 
LAPTOPS

MONITORS 
 SERVICE

Crescent Elmirarar

of major brand computers 

Come see our showroom at: 

COMPUTERS 

 SERVICEand

HELP WANTED

100%
Local.

Period.

AUCTIONS

AUTOmOTIvE

Where you set the price….

PUBLIC VEHICLE AUCTION
Every Saturday

Doors open at 9am
Sale starts at 10:30am

Flat Buy or Sell  Fee

519.570.4800177 Hayward Ave.
Kitchener, ON

Visit us at....
www.tricityauctions.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

To apply:
In person: 25 Industrial Drive 

f. (519) 669-1505
e-mail: info@neworleanspizza.ca

New Orleans Pizza has a Part Time
hourly position available at its Elmira

location. Must be mature, well organized
and possess good communication

skills. Experience preferred, but willing
to train, evenings and weekends.

Duties include: product prepartaion,
customer service, inventory control

and other general duties.
Wages commensurate with experience.

Elmira Truck Service has an employment opportunity for a
licensed Truck and Trailer mechanic.
Our modern facility is well equipped and provides a great
working environment.

Please submit resumés to: 

TRUCK & TRAILER MECHANIC  WANTED

ELMIRA TRUCK SERVICE LTD.
PHONE: 519-669-5377 
25 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira, ON N3B 3A2 
EMAIL: elmiratruck@golden.net,   FAX: 519-669-4801

As Assistant Cook working under the direction of the 
Manager of Culinary Services you will prepare a variety of 
food by following established menus, recipes, and quantities, 
and ensure that food is accurately plated. You must also be 
able to prepare meals independently and perform clean up 
duties.

As a team member in the friendly environment of the 
PrimeTime LivingTM retirement residence at St. Jacobs Place 
this position will provide you with a fulfilling career if you 
have a clear understanding of residents’ need for service 
excellence and our commitment to it.

SKILLS AND ABILITIES

   of Culinary Services

   capable of taking sanitation measures and precautions to 
   ensure a clean food preparation environment

EDUCATION

combination of education, training and experience in a 
retirement setting would be an asset.

If you are interested and would like to become a PrimeTime 
LivingTM 

attention of:

Alf Kaldma
Fax: 519-664-1364

alf.kaldma@primetimeliving.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest as a possible 
employee. Please be advised that only those chosen will be 
contacted for an interview.

PrimeTime LivingTM is searching for a part time 
ASSISTANT COOK

for our St. Jacobs Place Retirement Residence located in St. Jacobs, 
Ontario.
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre 
currently has the following opportunity...

Of�ce Custodian #537SJ
Part-time / On-call 

You will be responsible to the Of�ce Custodian Supervisor for providing various custodial functions 
in assigned areas of the St. Jacobs of�ce, including operating buf�ng equipment. Hours may vary 
depending on needs, approximately 15 hours per week: 3 p.m. - 11 p.m. Monday to Thursday /  
12 p.m. - 8 p.m. Friday.

You must be physically �t and able to work with minimal supervision. Experience in industrial or 
commercial cleaning is an asset. You have the ability to work occasional additional hours.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If 
you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting Office Custodian #537SJ, by  
Wednesday, March 19th, 2008 to: Human Resources Department, 
Home Hardware Stores Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs,  
Ontario  N0B 2N0  Fax: 519-664-4711  e-mail: hr@homehardware.ca 
(Microsoft Products Only)

We are seeking hardworking and devoted 
individuals for immediate employment as

GENERAL LABOURERS
We offer full time employment, competitive 

wages and benefits.
Apply:

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

See CLASSIFIEDS »27

HELP WANTED
DZ Moving Company  look- »

ing for drivers - must  have 
valid G licence and  swamper 
positions. Call  519-894-6683 
or  519-763-1774. Email  
tsmkw@moving.ca

Local business Looking   »
for a lather operator for  day 
shift, 44hrs per week  in a 
production environment, 
2-3yrs experience  and fa-
miliarity with measuring tools 
is necessary.  Fax resume to  
519-669-5197. Only  those 
chosen for an interview will 
be contacted.

FOR SALE
2-Polaris Snowmobiles:   »

2003 Polaris XC600 -  1500 
miles. 2000 Polaris,  XC700 
- 3000 miles, rebuilt engine, 
with covers,  always serviced 
by certified Polaris dealer-
ship.  Off season inside 
storage, double Rainbow  
trailer, new tires, all in  ex-
cellent condition.  $8700. 
519-669-1119.

CLEARANCE OF  
GRADE 2 BOLTS

$.40/lb, while quantities   »
last. Call Rodrix Fasteners 
519-669-3018 for details.

House of Breamor antique  »
couch and matching  chair, 
button back, newly  re-up-
holstered, with  queen anne 
legs solid  maple, $1500/set.  
519-669-1119.

Kenmore washer/dryer   »
like new. $450 o.b.o. for  
the pair call  519-669-0818 
anytime.

FOR SALE

AUTOmOTIvE
1998 Chevy Silverado,   »

5.7L, Red, Extended  cab.
Tonneau cover, bed  liner, 
k&n second generation 
air filter,new A/C,  new 
brakes and tires,  leath-
er seats, upgraded  ste-
reo, and more.  $6200  
Call for more info  Kevin  
519-585-1327.

2001 Dodge Caravan   »
SE - 3.3L, auto trans, ps,  
pb, pdl, pw, air cond.,  tilt/
cruise, AM/FM CD  radio, 
quad seating.  150,000 
kms. Priced to  sell! $7900. 
Low interest  financing 
available. Voisin Chrysler,  
519-669-2831.

2002 Dodge Durango   »
SLT+ 4.7L V8  Fully  Load-
ed Including Rear  Air/
Heat, 3RD.  Seat,  Leather 
Interior,  Black/Charcoal In-
terior,  Only 106,500 Kms.  
$14,900. Low Interest Fi-
nancing Available. Voisin  
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

2002 Dodge Ram 1500   »
ST 4X2 - 4.7L V8, auto  
trans., ps, pb, tilt steer-
ing,  cruise control, box 
liner,  white/gray interior.  
125,000 kms. $12,900.  
Low interest f inancing  
available. Voisin Chrysler, 
519-669-2831.

2003 Dodge Caravan   »
Sport  3.3L V-6 Auto. PS.  
Pb. PW. PDL. Tilt/Cruise   
Air Cond, AM/FM CD  Ra-
dio, Inferno Red/gray  Inte-
rior. 96,000 Kms.  $9,900.
Low Interest Financing  
Available. Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

2004 Dodge Gr.Caravan    »
3.3L V-6  Fully Loaded  
Including Quad Seating,  
DVD System, Alum.  Road 
Wheels, Rear  air/Heat 
One Owner,   Satin Jade/
Gray Interior 76,963 Km          
$12,900. Low Interest Fi-
nancing Available. Voisin 
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

2006 Chrysler PT Cruiser   »
2.4L Auto Trans. PS.  PB. 
PW. PDL. Tilt/Cruise,  Air 
Cond. Rear  Wiper/Washer  
Silver/Gray Interior  40,275 
Kms. $ 12900. Low Interest 
Financing  Available. Voisin 
Chrysler   519-669-2831.

2005 Chrysler Sebring   »
Touring - 2.7L V-6, auto,  
ps, pb, pdl, pw, air cond.,  
AM/FM/CD radio,   t i l t /
cruise, alum. road  wheels, 
dk blue/gray interior., ONly 
50,000 kms.  $11,900. 
Low interest  f inancing 
available. Voisin  Chrysler, 
519-669-2831.

2006 DODGE Ram 1500   »
Quad 4X4 Sport    5.7L  
MDS Hemi Auto Trans.  
Ful ly Loaded Including 
Box Liner,  Chrome Tube 
Steps, Colour Keyed Fi-
breglass  Tonneau Cov-
er,     Pwr.  Driver Seat, 
Flame  Red/Gray Interior 
27,300  Kms. $ 30.900. 
Low Interest Financing  
Available. Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831. 

2 0 0 7  D o d g e  C a l i - »
ber   SXT/Spor t   2 .0L. 
CVT  Trans. Fully Load-
ed Including Alum. Road  
Wheels, Cruise Control.  
Black/Gray Interior Only  
23,000Kms.  $ 17,900. 
Low Interest Financing  
Available.  Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

2007 Dodge Cal iber   »
SXT/Sport - 2.0L, CVT  
t rans . ,  ps ,  pb ,pd l ,pw. 
Air  cond., tilt steering, 
cruise  control, alum. road  
wheels, AM/FM/CD MP  
radio, fog lamps.  Black/
gray int. Only  21,000 kms. 
$17,900.  Low interest fi-
nancing  available. Voisin 
Chrysler, 519-669-2831.

2007 Dodge Gr.Caravan   »
SE  3.3L V-6 Fully Load-
ed Including Rear  Heat/
A i r , P w r . D r i v e r  S e a t ,  
Alum.Road Wheels, Stow  
N Go Seating Only  30,660 
Kms. From  $18,900 Low 
Interest Financing Avail-
ab le.  Vois in   Chrys ler 
519-669-2831. 

Will pick up your un- »
wanted or scrap car or  
truck. I will pay you up 
to  $150 for your full-size  
scrapper. Cal l  Brad @  
519-572-0987 for quick  
and free removal.

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942   |   www.observerXtra.com

Now try to turn the page.
That’s what happens with ads in
the Observer — they get noticed. 

Place
your
coffee
cup
here.

MATTRESSES! All  siz- »
es, best prices, footwear, 
household, toys,  baby 
items, and much  more. 
Nearly New Centre, Lin-
wood,  519-698-0088. Tues. 
-  Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3. We can  
deliver.

Singer industrial sewing  »
machine, 1/2hp motor, with 
table. Straight  and zig zag 
stitch and attachments. Ex-
cellent  condition, $1000.  
519-669-1119.

Welder Westinghouse   »
copper winding, 220  volts, 
60 cycles, A.C.  D.C. high and 
low range,  250 amps. Cart, 
long  cables, hood, and as-
sorted rods. Good condition  
$250.00. 519-669-2131.

PETS
Megamutts Dog Train- »

ing - Spring   classes  begin 
March 18, 19, 20.  Six weeks 
of obedience  and agility. 
$135. Pre register. Call Hol-
ly Teahen  519-669-8167.   
www.megamutts.com

Puppies, German and   »
Australian shepard cross,  
$50 each 519-669-3363.

WANTED
Buying Century  Old  »

Brick  farmhouses, schools,  
churches, etc. for wrecking  
and brick salvage. Ross  
Lumley (519)383-2024;  
wrecking people's homes  
(38 last year) all over South-
western Ontario since 1969.

HELP WANTED
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Community Information Page
TEL: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613  
PLAN/ENG: 519-669-8706    
FAX: 519-669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
519-575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 69 ARTHUR ST. S.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

The Township of Woolwich is looking for members of the community to become part of an Advisory Committee to 
develop a volunteer policy for the municipality.  The policy would support the importance and impact of volunteers on 
municipal services.  The committee will meet several times between March and August to complete this project.

If you are interested in becoming a member of this committee, please submit a resume with pertinent information 
about yourself to David Ruetz before 4:00 pm Friday, March 21, 2008.

Dave Ruetz
Aquatic Supervisor
Email - druetz@woolwich.ca
Phone – (519) 669-5757

VOLUNTEER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

ANNUAL DRINKING 
WATER REPORTS

In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, 
Ontario Regulation 170/03, s. 11 (1), copies of the 2007 Annual 
Report are to be made available to the public at no charge.  
The Township of Woolwich website (www.woolwich.ca) has 
provided a link to the 2007- Annual Reports for the following 
water distribution systems.  Please note that the link is located 
under Township Services – Engineering/Public Works – MOE 
Annual Water Reports.

 Breslau Distribution System
 Conestogo Golf Distribution System
 Conestogo Plains Distribution System
 Elmira Distribution System/St. Jacobs Distribution 

   System
 Heidelberg Distribution System
 Maryhill Distribution System
 Maryhill Heights Distribution System
 West Montrose Distribution System

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the 
Municipal Drinking Water Distribution Systems and the quality of 
its water.  If you wish to receive a written copy of the Township 
of Woolwich’s 2007 MOE Annual Reports for any of the above-
mentioned Water Distribution Systems, please contact Rod Kru-
ger, Manager of Engineering Operations ext. 250 519-669-8706 
or 519-664-2613.

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the 
supply and treatment of potable water.  An Annual Report is also 
produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo.  The Region 
of Waterloo website (www.region.waterloo.on.ca) has provided a 
link to the Annual Reports.  Please note the link is located under 
Living Here – Water – Reports and Specifications – Water Quality 
Reports.  Copies of the Region of Waterloo Annual Reports are 
available by calling 519-575-4426 or can be picked up at the 
Region’s Headquarters, Water Services Division, located at 150 
Frederick Street, 7th floor, Kitchener.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

March 31, 2008

On Monday, March 31, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet in the Council Chambers of The 
Municipal Offices to consider the following applications.  All persons interested in the applications may 
attend and may contact Ms. Beverly Metzger at 519-669-1647 (ext. 243) regarding meeting details.  
Email:  bmetzger@woolwich.ca.

You may make written submissions in favour of or opposition to any application by mailing your com-
ments to:  Township of Woolwich, Attn:  Jeremy Vink, P.O. Box 158, 69 Arthur Street South, Elmira, ON 
N3B 2Z6 or Fax 519-669-4669 or Email jvink@woolwich.ca.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A04/08 (2154571 Ontario Inc.)
PROPERTY: 150 Church Street West, Elmira GCT Part Lot 104
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to reduce the side yard setback along the west 
property line from 3.0 metres to approximately 1.3 metres to permit a 138 square metre addition to 
the existing veterinary clinic.  The 0.3 hectare property is zoned Agricultural and contains a veterinary 
clinic.

Further information about the applications may be obtained from Engineering and Planning Services at 
519-669-8706 or 519-664-2613 (Ext. 246).

DATED this 15th day of March, 2008.
Jeremy Vink, RPP, MCIP
Senior Planner
Engineering & Planning Services

mARRIAGE THANK YOU

BIRTH NOTICE IN mEmORIAm

STAG & DOEFAmILY 
ALBUm

To place a Family Album ad,
contact: info@observerxtra.com Jeff McKay & Krista DeVries

Stag & Doe
for

Saturday
March 29, 2008

Linwood
Community 

Centre
8pm to 1am

$10 each.
DJ, Lunch & 

Prizes, Age of 
Majority

Tickets available at 
the door.

Kelly & Sean Reger 
are thrilled to an-
nounce the safe ar-
rival of their son, Evan 
James Lyndon Reger, 
born Jan. 30, 2008 
weighing a healthy 9 
lbs. Special thanks to 
Dr. Morlock, Dr An-
stett, and the wonder-
ful staff at Grand River 
Hospital for all their 
wonderful care.

HACKETT, Patricia Marie

In memory of my dear 
wife, who passed away ten 
years ago, March 12, 1998. 

“And so my dear Patricia 
has left my present sight, 
and passed into a better 
place of majesty and light.”

- Ron

Larry & Wilma Bowman and Oscar & 
Shirley Martin are pleased to announce 
the upcoming marriage of their children,

Sheila Rose and Javan Ray.
The wedding will take place at Crystal 
View Mennonnite Church, Floradale 

on April 5, 2008

KIEFFER - Many thanks to our 
wonderful friends, neighbours, and 
relatives who were so supportive 
during our recent loss of Walter. 
Thank you for the floral tributes, 
memorial contributions, mass cards, 
and food donations. A special thanks 
to Ann St. neighbours for the beautiful 
plant. Many thanks to Judy & Regina 
for being there for strength during 
this difficult time. Also to the nursing 
home for the care given to Walter. To 
all who helped in any way that day. 
Special thanks to Father Paul Voisin, 
the Church choir and the lady who 
made the lunch at St. Teresa Avila. 
To Dreisinger Funeral Home for their 
thoughtfulness and care given to us.

The family of the late Walter Keiffer
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SOLUTION FROm LAST WEEK

B R A O U T R I D E U L T R A
R A N F R E E M A N P O S E S
A I D S I N N A T E T O U T S
E L S E A G E S U N N I

A S H A M E D A R Y A N S
F A S T L A N E S U N M O T
O R E A L E S T O N E L I L Y
L I E T E N D E R A D O
D A R E T R I E D P L O W

A T E A N Y O N E A R E
P A S T U R A G E L E A M A R
H I P R A T P O S S I B L E
D R A I N S S H O R T E N

T R A C E T O T C L A P
G I S M O T A G E N D H A L O
A M E B A U R A N I U M S O U
M E R I T B E N T L E Y H E R
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15 16 17 18
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23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52

53 54 55

56 57 58 59 60

61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68

69 70 71 72 73

74 75 76 77

78 79 80 81

82 83 84 85

86 87 88

»WORD-UP | Created Exclusively for The Observer. ©2007 »STRANGE BUT TRUE | BILL & RICH SONES

It is possible to summon up 
your own UFO sighting
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4 8 6
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6 4 7
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1 5
8 5

3 9 4 6
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9 4

»BY THE NUMBERS | SUDOKU
EASY mEDIUm

HARD

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once.
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
You already have a few numbers to get you 
started. 

REmEmBER: you must not repeat the 
numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, 
column or 3x3 box.

Find the answers to this week’s puzzles on 
page 29.

©2007 Cathedral Communications Inc.

A C R O S S
1. Frosts, as a cake
5. Shooting stars
12. “Wanna ___?”
15. One piece of a database
17. Keeps sweat out of your eye
18. Baseball bat wood
19. Medical procedure involving liquid into the 
rectum
20. Balkan native
21. Noble Italian family name
23. V
25. Frigid
26. “The Joy Luck Club” author
27. “___ the season ...”
28. Vacation for big heads
31. Kicked off
33. Home of the van Eyck brothers’ “Adoration of 
the Lamb” altarpiece
35. Convene
36. ___ decisions
39. Bad marks
42. ___ grass
43. Altruist’s opposite
48. Happenings or behaviour
51. Choke
53. Italian, e.g.
54. “Bingo!”
55. Georgetown athlete
56. “Heavens!”
61. Data holder
65. Late
66. Draconian
69. Family tree
71. Bit of paronomasia
72. Hawaiian dish
74. Impolite dinner sound
75. Unit of radiation exposure (Abbr. R or r)
78. Associate
80. Band member
81. Glass house owner’s worst nightmare
82. “Die Meistersinger” heroine
83. Rat
85. “Farewell, mon ami”
86. ___ gestae
87. Small bag
88. Arid

D O W N
1. That is, in Latin
2. Cantabrigian abbreviated
3. Forever, poetically
4. Clash of heavyweights
5. Tablelands
6. Appraiser
7. Course
8. “Chicago” lyricist
9. Hospital room where surgery is performed
10. CD follower
11. Used a broom
12. (in Scotland) a municipal officer or magistrate, 
corresponding to an English alderman.
13. Break

14. Craving
16. 18th century gown worn as an overdress
22. Quad building
24. Type of alcohol and a winning hand in a card 
game
28. Dusk, to Donne
29. African antelope
30. Certain fur
32. Astronaut/Politician, John ___
33. F.B.I. operative
34. Best seller
37. “___ bad!”
38. I, to Claudius
39. “Act your ___!”
40. Bunk
41. National Institutes of Health (accro.)
44. Additional
45. “Am ___ believe ...?”
46. Arch
47. Oolong, for one
49. Band booking
50. Canadian figure skater, Barbara Ann ___
51. He and she
52. Consumes
54. “Go on”
57. Propel, in a way
58. Arid
59. Avoid
60. “Om,” e.g.
61. Commuter, at times
62. Moonstruck
63. Portable under water breathing units
64. “Ol’ Man River” composer
67. Coin
68. Schnozzola
70. A rounded mark or stain made by foreign 
matter
71. Necklace item
73. Any Time
75. Buzzi of “Laugh-In”
76. “O” in old radio lingo
77. Mercury and Mars
79. Car accessory
80. ___-tac-toe
84. Expresses position

Q. Thinking  »
back many aeons, 
wouldn’t a pair of 
passionate T-Rexes 
heaped upon one 
another have bro-
ken some bones?  
How on Earth did 
dinos do it?
 A. Paleontologists 

have suggested they mated a little like lizards, 
with tails and legs intertwined, placing some 
mighty forces on the female’s hind legs and 
the male’s down rear leg. Too much weight to 
bear? Not at all, answers zoologist R. McNeill 
Alexander in Dynamics of Dinosaurs & Other 
Extinct Giants. Picture yourself walking: at 
times all your weight is on a single leg, dou-
bling the bone stress of just standing. Running, 
you put triple the stress on each leg without 
causing problems.
Even if the down dino had to bear all the weight 

of the duo, peak bone forces would only have 
been about double the standing forces. Ergo:  
“If dinos could walk, they could also have sex – 
and obviously did both successfully.”

Q. Whole years have gone by, such as 1993  »
and 1998, without a single death on com-
mercial flights in the U.S. (Federal Aviation 
Administration). But after Sept. 11, 2001, isn’t 
it now statistically safer to go by car than to 
fly?
A. Actually, 2002 was another non-fatality 

year for commercial airlines. Terrorist acts are 
hard to predict, so much uncertainty lies in 
safety figures. Before 9/11, during the last half of 
the 1990s, says Hope College psychologist Da-
vid G. Myers, Americans were, mile for mile, 37 
times more likely to die in a vehicle crash than 
on a commercial flight (National Safety Coun-
cil).  Will yesterday’s safety numbers predict 
the future? “Even if not, terrorists could take 
down 50 more planes with 60 passengers each 
and – if we kept flying – we’d still have been 
safer in planes in 2002 than on the road.” 
Science News magazine analyzes it this way:  

The average nonstop U.S. flight spans 1,150 km 
(715 mi.), and the risk of death from driving 
that distance is about 65 times that from flying, 
even after factoring in 9/11. Since most flight 
accidents cluster around takeoff and landing, 
nonstop flight risk is generally independent of 
distance, says Michael Sivak of the University 

of Michigan Transportation Research Institute. 
So as you shrink trip distance, driving becomes 
comparatively safer. The “indifference dis-
tance” –  where driving risk and flying risk be-
come equal – is about 18 km (10 mi.). “In other 
words, driving on even the safest roads is risk-
ier than flying any distance where commercial 
air travel is an option.”

Q. Is it really true that the only human- »
made thing big enough for astronauts to see 
from the Space Shuttle with the naked eye is 
the Great Wall of China?
A. No, despite a popular quiz-show making 

this claim, says former astronaut R. Mike Mul-
lane in Do Your Ears Pop in Space? Along with 
the wall, cities, very large ships, jet plane vapor 
trails, air and water pollution, airport runways, 
even big buildings can be seen. “But nighttime 
city lights are the easiest and most spectacular 
human-made objects to view. They look like 
lava flows, because the city centers are bright 
and the lights of the suburbs trail away from 
them.”
 To figure such visibility, bear in mind a mis-

sion shuttle may be orbiting 200-400 miles up 
– not as high as you might think. Compare that 
to the distance to the horizon from an airliner 
at 35,000 feet, which is about 200 miles. You 
can see plenty in all directions from the plane 
window.

Q. Never seen a UFO? Are you in the  »
mood for seeing one tonight?
A. Try this:  in a dark room, stare at the 

glowing tip of a cigarette in an ashtray a dis-
tance from you. Within seconds, it will begin 
moving around –  or seem to – as your eye 
muscles grow tired from fixating too long on 
one spot.
“It will appear to wander around erratically, 

swooping in different directions or oscillat-
ing back and forth,” says Ronald K. Siegel in 
Fire in the Brain: Clinical Tales of Hallucina-
tion.  “With proper suggestions, the light can 
appear to move several feet. Despite such 
movements, the light always comes back to 
its original position.”
Now go outdoors and stare a while at a soli-

tary star and watch it begin to move around 
(the “wandering star illusion”). Or pick out 
an unidentified colored light far off near the 
dark horizon. In a suitably suggestible mood, 
you may soon witness your own UFO “visita-
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You’ve come to the right place to find a home.

t. 519.669.5790
1-888-966-5942
f. 519.669-5753
sales@observerxtra.com »

Volumes BC Ad  5/16/07  11:39 AM  Page 1

HOmE HUNTING

Paul Martin
Sales Representative

I donate a portion of my commission from each real estate sale to the 
Hospital for Sick Children and The Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.

4B Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Make the listings
come to you.

OFFICE: 519-669-5426
DIRECT: 519-503-9533

EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

AFFORDABLE STARTER HOME in small town, 
close to all amentities, upgraded maple charcoal 
kitchen cabinets, crown moulding & light valence, 9’ 
ceilings, upper fl r laundry, computer station, wired 
for surround sound & computer directly to basement, 
12x20 oversized garage, walk-in closet. MLS $234,900. 
For a personal appointment call Paul 519-503-9533

SOLD IN
 17

 DAYS

DON’T MISS VIEWING THIS BEAUTIFUL 
PROPERTY 3 min from Waterloo backing on 
Conestoga River, bungalow with walkout to patio 
features hrdwd, laminate & carpet, walkout to lrge 
deck, window and drs replaced except bay, insulated 
rec rm fl r, kitchen in basement, A/C, MLS $849,900 
For a personal appointment call Paul 519-503-9533

12 ACRES

Get your home the
most exposure.
Call Paul for more information.

SUN. MARCH 16, 2:00-4:00
1347 Martin Grove Rd, Woolwich

OPEN HOUSE

115 Oakcliffe St., Elmira

519-669-1544

email: frey@golden.net web: freyrealty.com

FREY
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

Len Frey 
SALES REP*

Mildred Frey 
BROKER OF RECORD***

Wendy Taylor 
BROKER**

17 Church St. W., Elmira
 24hr pager: 1-866-873-1876

Lisa D. Edwards
    SALES REP*

16 DUKE STREET, ELMIRA $210,900 - Vic-
torian Character w/the amenities of today. 
4 bdrm., 2 bth semi is located on a mature 
tree-lined street. Updated electrical and 
plumbing, newer gas furnace and tastefully 
decorated. Walkout from kit., to porch and 
deck. Walk to downtown. Shows “AAA” MLS.   
CALL WENDY TAYLOR** TO VIEW.

NEW PRICE

OPEN HOUSE - ELMIRA
Sunday 2:00 - 4:00 PM

35 ARTHUR STREET N, ELMIRA $207,900 
- 3 bdrm, 2 bath home close to downtown in 
move in condition. Mn Floor Laundry/mud-
room, sep. dinrm & den/office. 16’x24’ cedar 
deck with lower storage. New roof in 2005 
and windows replaced.  Shows “AAA” MLS.   
CALL WENDY TAYLOR** TO VIEW.

OPEN HOUSE - ELMIRA
Sunday 2:00 - 4:00 PM

7448 WELLINGTON ROAD 11, MAPLETON 
$349,000 - Country living at it’s best in this 3+1 
bdrm, 2 bath bungalow all on 5.7 acres. Large 
open concept eat-in kit. and famrm. Finished 
basement and exceptionally large 2 car garage 
for all your toys. Presently set up as small hobby 
farm with fenced paddock. Shows “AAA”. MLS.   
CALL LISA* TO VIEW.

OPEN HOUSE - MAPLETON
Sat & Sun 2:00 - 4:00 PM

FARM FOR SALE 9008 WELLINGTON ROAD 14, ARTHUR TOWN-
SHIP $389,000 - 100 acre parcel of farmland for sale. Property is located 
on paved road north of Arthur with 2,112 feet of frontage. 89 Acres work-
able. Soil sample is available. This property would make a great cash crop 
parcel. CALL LEN FREY*

NEW PRICE

Mary Friesen
SALES REPRESENTATIVE                     BROKERAGE

519-885-0200

OPEN HOUSE
THURS., MAR 20TH 3:00-5:30 PM 

SAT., MAR 22TH 2:30-4:30 PM

Twin City Realty Inc.

SPACIOUS LIVING 
FOR 2 FAMILIES

Updated home located 4 
min to St. Jacobs Market! 
Situated on picturesque 
1.89 acres, this home offers 
5 BR/3BA, heated workshop, 
barn w/upper storage, drive 
shed, new  roof, orchard, 
fenced yard, updated elec-
trical. New MLS 0814104

1942 LOBSINGER LINE
www.KitchenerWaterlooRealEstate.com

$539,900

BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker of Record

SHANNA
ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

MONIQUE
BRUBACHER
Sales Rep.

DEBBIE 
YEOMAN

Sales Rep.

DARREN 
ROMKEY

Sales Rep.

ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICESIndependently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 1, Elmira

N3B 3L4

WEBSITE: www.royallepage.ca
EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca

519-669-3192

THIS WEEKS FEATURE PROPERTIES

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN, 2-4 
10 ROBERTA STREET, ELMIRA

$292,000, MODEL HOME - Prices start-
ing for 2 strorey designs. 1600-2250 sq ft. 
available. $309,900 starting for 1300 sq ft. 
Bungalow designs. 1300-1600 sq ft. Visit the 
model for further details or call. MLS

Further Information:

48 MEMORIAL AVENUE, ELMIRA
$329,900, 1918 CLASSIC W/DETACHED 
WORKSHOP- Original natural woodwork, 
hardwood flooring welcoming verandah & 
spacious front foyer; original "Thistle Glass 
Windows"; eat-in country kitchen offers new 
counter tops; sunroom; walkout to deck & 
landscaped backyard & workshop. MLS

LEON MARTIN
Broker

 BERT MARTIN
Broker

SOLID GOLD REALTY (II) 
LTD., BROKERAGE

®

PAUL MARTIN
Sales Representative

4-B Arthur St. S., ELMIRA, N3B 2M5 519-669-5426

NEW LISTING LISTOWEL Great 
country location near shopping and other 
amenities. Good property for retiress, 
offering peace and quiet. Country 
kitchen, two bedrooms. Backs to pond. 
MLS. $79,900. Call Bert to view.

LOTS FOR SALE Country Lots with high speed internet access, 
40 to 45 minutes from K/W or Guelph. They are located in the 
small hamlet of Carthage. Individual well and septic
Great opportunity to build your own house or get us to customize 
a home for you. For more information please call Leon Excl.

HARRISTON This property has a large family 
room with 10ft ceiling and the rest of the main 
floor has 9ft ceilings. Four bedrooms on the 
second floor the master has a balcony and wide 
baseboard. This house has a lot of character 
that can be used to bring the potential of it to 
its maximum. $119,900 MLS Please call Leon 
for more info.  
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Paul Samis &
David Samis
Sales Representatives

519-745-7000

www.paulanddavidrealtors.com

is &
amis

ativesatives

000
Brokerage

100 Acres of Fertile
Land $700,000

Drayton Area. Plowed, paved
road, high stated fertility. MLS.

Victorian Styled Home-$315,000

150 Acre Farm! $1,200,000
Spacious 3,300 sq.ft. raised bungalow, 4 bed-
rooms with ample closets, 3 baths, main floor has
2 way stone fireplace, ceramic & carpets through-
out. Finished basement, possible in-law suite, ultra
violet water filters. Close to Lake Conestoga. MLS.

CONDITIONAL

3 Bedrooms, one 4 pc. bath, walkout basement, 
front porch, renovated living room, eat-in kitchen, 
refinished hardwood floors. Please call for your 
private viewing. MLS.

Lovely Classic Home-$229,500
3 Bedrooms, Two 4 pc. baths, seperate dining and living room, 
eat-in-kitchen, hardwood floors, newer windows, attached 
garage, walkout basement, mature lot. 10 mins from Waterloo, 
20 mins from Guelph. Well worth a look. MLS.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 2 - 4PM

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI  
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL  
NORRIS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

BUNGALOW - Lovely maple kitchen 
with ceramic floor & w/o to covered 
patio. Laminate flrs. Main flr laundry. 
Rec room, 3 pc. bath, games rm. 
bdrm & office in lower level.  
MLS Reduced to $299,900.

TRACEY
WILLIAMS
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519-669-1737

BUNGALOW SEMI - almost new! 
Perfect for the empty nester! Open 
Concept kitch/great rm & dining 
area. Finished bsmt, 2 baths.C/air. 
Dble drive. MLS $244,900.

WOODED LOT - pie shaped lot, court 
location. Oak staircase. 4 bdrms, 3 baths. 
Main flr. family room, w/gas fireplace. 
Main flr. laundry. Gas furnace (2002). 
Central air. Oversized dble. garage & lots 
of parking! NEW MLS $429,900.

4 LEVELS FINISHED! - backsplit 
backs to greenspace. Huge family 
rm. w/walkout. Games room. Large 
kit. w/vaulted ceiling. Hardwood in 
L.R. 2 baths. CAC. Lots of extras. 
MLS Reduced to $279,900.

LOTS OF HOUSE! - Main flr. fam. 
room w/fireplace. Large rec. room 
w/gas fireplace. 3 baths. Spacious 
eat-in kit. & D.R. 3 season sunroom. 
Well maintained & decorated. Nice 
lot. MLS $299,900.

FOUR - bdrm, home, close to 
downtown. Hardwood flrs in bdrms. 
Large country kitchen & D.R. Main 
flr. laundry, den & 3pc. bath. Updated 
windows & drs. Dble garage. MLS 
Reduced to $265,500.

Coach House Realty  
 Inc. Brokerage 

OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

159 William St., Palmerston
(Across from Home Hardware)

*SALES REPRESENTATIVES: 
Edith McArthur * 519.638.2509 
Marg Sorensen * 519.343.4489 
Kathy Robinson * 519.343.4816

$183,500 - SHOWS WELL!, This could 
be the one! Impressive, 3 bedroom, 1.5 
bath, semi detached home, huge lot backing 
on green space, spacious principal rooms, 
newer laminate in livingroom, kitchen w/
separate eating area, walkout to deck. MLS 
Call Edith McArthur 519-638-250963 DALES DRIVE, DRAYTON

HOmE HUNTING

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT
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OBSERVER | XTRAALL THE NEWS THAT’S FIT TO PRINT
PLUS A LOT OF XTRA STUFF TOO.

Read the Observer online | www.observerxtra.com

Updated weekly (Friday)

Full archives available for
2006 and 2007

NOW ONLINE
As of January 2008 all photos

will be made availble in
archived galleries

Full archives available for

As of January 2008 all photos
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Bill Seabrook or Marcia Martin
SALES REPS

CALL TODAY: 519-747-0231

ASK ABOUT OUR ‘ALL INCLUSIVE PRIC ING’  -  RESERVE YOUR UNIT NOW
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TOWNHOMES

FROM $227,500
The Residences of Park Avenue

SOME UNITS AVAILABLE FOR LEASE.

VISIT OUR MODEL HOME AT

46 ANNA ST., ELMIRA
SAT. & SUN., 12 NOON - 5:00 P.M.

OR BY APPOINTMENT

NEW
2 BDRM

LAYOUT

STEVE KANNON

Woolwich council felt the love, for a 

little while at least, as it voted Tuesday 

night to pursue a twin-pad option for 

Elmira’s new recreation complex. 

More than a hundred people – most 

of  them wearing yellow stickers pro-

claiming their support for two rinks 

– turned out for a public meeting at Li-

ons Hall to discuss the project. While it 

was billed as an opportunity to review 

the various funding options, most of  

the delegates simply pressed council-

lors to adopt the twin-pad design. Only 

one speaker, Winterbourne resident 

and former councillor Quentin Mar-

tin, addressed the finances behind the 

complex.
In the end, upholding an earlier deci-

sion, councillors voted unanimously 

to support the Woolwich Recreation 

Facilities Steering Committee’s rec-

ommendation that the complex should 

house two arenas. The rub this week, 

as previously, being that the monies 

have to be in place to pay for the ad-

ditional $4 million in costs associated 

with a second ice pad.
With Tuesday night’s vote, the town-

ship committed to an $18-million fa-

cility featuring just one ice surface. 

The scramble is now on to come up 

with the remaining $4 million, while 

sticking with a policy that limits the 

amount of  borrowing for the rec. com-

plex to no more than approximately $2 

million. The township must come up 

with the funds elsewhere, juggle exist-

ing funding allotments for a long slate 

of  capital projects or change its policy 

to allow a larger debenture.
To date, council has not committed 

DESIREE FINHERT

The glitz and glam of  runway fashion 

took a turn on the catwalk in Floradale 

this week, as popular designer cloth-

ing made models out of  area women. 

With television’s “Diva on a Dime” 

reality show as inspiration, eight local 

models sashayed before their peers – a 

rabbit-fur jacket slung over one shoul-

der, a beaded purse in hand – looking 

to put a little pizzazz  into the lives of  

rural women.
“We’re hoping to inspire people to 

realize it doesn’t take a lot of  money 

Every woman has her day
Taking a break from farm life, these ladies make time for putting on the ritz

to buy an interesting outfit,” said com-

mittee member Sharon Grose after 

changing out of  her final outfit. 

In cooperation with the Mennonite 

Central Committee Thrift Store, Wa-

terloo Rural Women exhibited the 

fashions available at the Elmira store 

during the annual Women’s Day at 

Floradale Mennonite Church Feb. 12.

Everyday labels such as Fairweath-

er, Cleo and Levis were mixed and 

matched with those of  Canadian de-

signers with ensembles advertised at 

under $20 a pop.
In preparation, MCC display man-

ager Ruth Ann Bauman spent a month 

pulling the best quality items, the new-

est fashions and the unique finds aside 

as inventory entered the store. 

“Some of  these are designer names, 

this is a Joseph Ribkoff  which would 

be $150 or more to buy [normally] and 

it’s $15. But we try not to just pick the 

designer ones either, we were trying to 

pick really nice outfits,” said Bauman.

“They pulled out brand-name labels 

and then we spent an evening in [the 

store],” said Grose. “It was like having 

a personal shopper. It was kind of  fun. 

They’d find a skirt, then they’d find a 

top, then they’d find a jacket. It might 

Twin-pad 
arena plan 
gets a boost

See TWIN PAD »02
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speed takes 
Elmira man 
to Daytona

SHOWING OFF THE BLING Models for a day Candice Sauder (left), her son Edmund, Mary Wagler, Susan Martin, Laurie Weber, Cindy Jantzi, Sharon Grose and Heidi Wag-

ner showed off fashions from the MCC Thrift Store during the Waterloo Rural Women annual Women’s Day held at Floradale Mennonite Church Feb. 12.
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STEVE KANNON

Woolwich council felt the love, for 

little while at least, as it voted Tuesday 

night to pursue a twin-pad option for 

Elmira’s new recreation complex. 

More than a hundred people – most 

of  them wearing yellow stickers pro

claiming their support for two rinks

– turned out for a public meeting at Li

ons Hall to discuss the project. While i

was billed as an opportunity to review 

the various funding options, most of  

the delegates simply pressed counc

lors to adopt the twin-pad design. Only 

one speaker, Winterbourne resident 

and former councillor Quentin M

tin, addressed the finances behind the 

complex.
In the end, upholding an earlier deci

sion, councillors voted unanim

to support the Woolwich Recrea

Facilities Steering Committee’s rec

ommendation that the complex should 

house two arenas. The rub this week, 

as previously, being that the monies

have to be in place to pay for the ad

ditional $4 million in costs associated 

with a second ice pad.
With Tuesday night’s vote, the town

ship committed to an $18-million 

cility featuring just one ice surface. 

The scramble is now on to come up 

with the remaining $4 million, while 

sticking with a policy that limits the 

amount of  borrowing for the rec. com

plex to no more than approximately $2 

million. The township must come up 

with the funds elsewhere, juggle exist

ing funding allotments for a long slate 

of  capital projects or change its po

to allow a larger debenture.
To date, council has not committed 

DESIREE FINHERT

The glitz and glam of  runway fashion 

took a turn on the catwalk in Floradale 

this week, as popular designer cloth-

ing made models out of  area women.

With television’s “Diva on a Dime” 

reality show as inspiration, eight local 

models sashayed before their peers – a 

rabbit-fur jacket slung over one shoul-

der, a beaded purse in hand – looking 

to put a little pizzazz  into the lives of  

rural women.
“We’re hoping to inspire people to

realize it doesn’t take a lot of  money 

Every woman has her day
Taking a break from farm life, these ladies make time for putting on the ritz

to buy an interesting outfit,” said com-

mittee member Sharon Grose after

changing out of  her final outfit. 

In cooperation with the Mennonite 

Central Committee Thrift Store, Wa
Central Committee Thrift Store, Wa
Central Committee Thrift Store, W -

terloo Rural Women exhibited the 

fashions available at the Elmira store 

during the annual Women’s Day at 

Floradale Mennonite Church Feb. 12.

Everyday labels such as Fairweath-

er, Cleo and Levis were mixed and 

matched with those of  Canadian de-

signers with ensembles advertised at 

under $20 a pop.
In preparation, MCC display man-

ager Ruth Ann Bauman spent a month 

pulling the best quality items, the new-

est fashions and the unique finds aside 

as inventory entered the store. 

“Some of  these are designer names, 

this is a Joseph Ribkoff  which would 

be $150 or more to buy [normally] and 

it’s $15. But we try not to just pick the 

designer ones either, we were trying to 

pick really nice outfits,” said Bauman.

“They pulled out brand-name labels 

and then we spent an evening in [the 

store],” said Grose. “It was like having

a personal shopper. It was kind of  fun.

They’d find a skirt, then they’d find a 

top, then they’d find a jacket. It might 

Twin-pad 
arena plan 
gets a boost

See TWIN PAD 
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SHOWING OFF THE BLING Models for a day Candice Sauder (left), her son Edmund, Mary Wagler, Susan Martin, Laurie Weber, Cindy Jantzi, Sharon Grose and Heidi Wag-

ner showed off fashions from the MCC Thrift Store during the Waterloo Rural Women annual Women’s Day held at Floradale Mennonite Church Feb. 12.
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The boom
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A TRIBUTE TO PATSY CLINE
Mark White, FCA,Portfolio Manager

Karen Bertram, CA, Investment Advisor

07.08 Season Sponsor

Sweet Dreams:

Event Sponsor

Media SponsorJAN 30-FEB 3

Starring Leisa Way!

with The Wayward Wind

BOX OFFICE: 

519.883.0300

ORDER ONLINE 

ANYTIME!

waterlooentertainmentcentre.com

Tickets:   $24 Adult

$19 Senior, $14 Child

“Leisa Way’s portrayal of Patsy Cline 

must be unprecendented..no one has come

 as close as Way in emulating the essence, the voice and 

the passion of the country music legend.  Way causes 

shivers with her grandiose voice.”  ---Banner Review

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Warm temperatures and heavy rains 

this week did more than bring outdoor 

winter activities to an abrupt halt: 

they also sparked rampant fl ooding, 

road closures and warnings from the 

Grand River Conservation Authority 

as it sought to limit the damage that 

Flooding widespread as winter disappears

Grand River system besieged when heavy rains wash away all the snow in a matter of a few days

might be caused by swelling rivers and 

creeks.
“It’s important to let people know 

that where these roads are fl ooded 

they should stay clear of  them; they 

shouldn’t try to force their way through 

them because that does raise the poten-

tial for accidents,” said GRCA spokes-

man Dave Schultz Wednesday.

While January thaws are not uncom-

mon, the sudden spike in tempera-

tures – which saw all of  the accumu-

lated snow disappear in just three 

days – combined with December’s 

above-average snowfalls and recent 

heavy rainfalls (30 to 35 millimeters 

across the watershed overnight) cre-

ated an excess amount of  water. The 

GRCA consequently issued a number 

of  fl ood warnings and started absorb-

ing water into its dams throughout the 

watershed.

“The Shand dam and Conestogo dam 

are taking in tremendous amounts of  

water right now,” said Schultz.

During midweek, for instance, the 

Shand dam near Fergus was taking in 

approximately 100 times the amount 

of  water seen in summertime. 

PHOTO | MARC MIQUEL HELSEN
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See FLOOD page »09

BIG THAW Warm weather, melting snow and heavy rainfall saw the Grand River spill over, fl ooding portions of the West Montrose Family Camp Wednesday morning. See additional photos pages 8-9.
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As of January 2008 all photos

» From page 23

RENTALS
Adult Building. 2 Bedroom apartment  »

in quiet  building close to downtown 
Drayton. $750  monthly plus hydro.  
Fridge, stove, washer  and dryer sup-
plied. In  unit laundry. Available  im-
mediately. Call Mildred  Frey to view,  
519-669-1544.

Available April 1. Elmira  - 2 bed- »
room apt. utilities  and laundry facilities 
included. Quiet neighbourhood, large 
yard, close to  downtown. $800/m/  
519-465-0677,  519-669-4987.

Elmira,  1 bedroom,  $510 + utili- »
ties. No pets,  downtown March 1  
519-669-5431.

ICE TIME AVAILABLE
At Elmira & St. Jacobs  arenas. Call  »

Recreation  Office 519-669-1647 ext.  
259 to book extra ice or  plan a skat-
ing party.

Main Floor Century  home in Elmira.  »
2 bedroom, living & dining  room, eat in 
kitchen with  new fridge and stove., rec  
room and 4 season sunroom. 2 car park-
ing. Newly renovated! $900.mth  plus 
hydro.  519-884-8458.

One Bedroom Apartment for rent in  »
Elmira.  Available April 1, close to  down-
town.  519-635-1056.

WOOLWICH MEMORIAL
CENTRE ICE TIME

Call Recreation Office  519-669-1647  »
ext. 259 to  request Ice at the NEW  
COMPLEX starting in  September 2009. 
Ice allocation policy to be approved prior 
to 2008 year  end. Rental group ice  con-
tracts to be finalized  by end of 2008.

TRADES & SERvICES
CRD Accounting Services - Income  »

Tax (E-File  Services), Small business ac-
counting, payroll  and government filings.  
Chuck Downs, 95 Aspen  Cres. Elmira,  
519-669-1498 cell  519-569-1744 e-mail:  
cdownsn618@rogers.co m

Income Tax Completed.  Woolwich  »
Community  Services has trained volun-
teers available to complete your income 
tax return. This service is offered free of 
charge to  people with limited income. 
To find out if you  qualify drop by or call  
Woolwich Community  Services at 73 
Arthur St.  S. Elmira 519-669-5139.

Need Help with your  Income Tax  »
Personal &  small business taxes 
at  affordable rates. Efile,  book-
keeping and other  duties. Call Ju-
lie-Anne  519-669-4740 or email  
ulieanne1209@sympatic o.ca
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AUTOmOTIvE

ACCOUNTING

CARPET CARE

AUTOmOTIvE

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira 519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOmOTIvE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOmOTIvE

519-669-1666
39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

PALESHI
Celebrating over 30 Years of Great Customer Service!

M O T O R S

“YOUR ONE
STOP SHOP

SERVICE 
CENTRE”

QUALITY SERVICE & REPAIRS OF MOST  CARS, VANS, PICK-UP & SUVS
» Safety Inspections
» Annual Truck Inspections
» Auto Appraisals
» 4x4 & SUV Service & Repairs

AUTOmOTIvE

INCOME TAX FOR INDIVIDUALS, SOLE PROPRIETORS & PARTNERSHIPS ETC.

dwitmer@witmercac.com

519-669-0003

20A Arthur St. N. 
Unit #1, P.O. Box 51 

Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z5

DENISE WITMER
ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE FOR SMALL - MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES

AUTOmOTIvE

CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

E L M I R A

PHOTO

519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOm FRAmING

CONSTRUCTION

CRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

SERvICE PROS »Telephone....................519.669.5790
Toll Free .......................1.888.966.5942
Fax...............................519.669.5753
Email............................sales@observerxtra.com

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DYNAmIC BALANCING

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

ELECTROLYSIS 
& LASER HAIR 
REMOVAL
Other Essentials Include:
Waxing 
Facials
Pedicures
Eyelash & Brow Tinting
Nuskin Distributor

Rachel Bauman
519-669-0237

Laser Technologist
Certified Electrologist

ELECTROLYSIS

TED
KUEHL

Automotive

Over 30 Years Experience

1044 Industrial Cr.
Unit 4, St. Clements
519.699.5841

Auto, Light Trucks
& Small Engines

“The Personal Touch You and Your
Vehicles & Engines Deserve.”

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

GENERAL CONTRACTING
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

CONSTRUCTION INC.

NEW!

C t e L
P t
ea C R r eaning
re R e r

C R R

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

For Home and Office

Green
Cleaning Supplies

NOW
OPEN
NOW
OPEN

BEN WHITE
(Bloomingdale)
519-404-0514

TREVOR TEED
(Stratford)

519-281-3694

Helping Make
Your House
Your Home!

Guaranteed | Insured | Free Estimates

RENOVATIONS &
RESTORATIONS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

SERvICE PRO

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Marcia at ext 106
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519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
www.observerxtra.com

519.400.5212

FREE ESTIMATES

HARDWOOD
FLOORING
REFININSHING

CONTRACTING

SCRAP WANTEDSALT SUPPLIES

Taking Salt to 
Peoples’ Basements

Since 1988

519-747-2708

Superior Salt Products

Fast, Friendly Service

Convenient Delivery Times

Discounts for Seniors

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Softener Salt
& Ice Melts

Visit our Website at
www.riepersalt.com 519-669-1666

39 ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

PALESHI
Celebrating over 30 Years of Great Customer Service!

M O T O R S

“YOUR ONE
STOP SHOP

SERVICE 
CENTRE”

TOWING 
AVAILABLE

WE WANT YOUR SCRAP VEHICLE!
Tug it, Tow it or Tell us where it is...

We want your scrap car, van or truck. (free tow)

TOP PRICES PAID! Call Chris at Paleshi

PLUmBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLUmBING

GLASS SERvICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

ROOFING

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
BOOK NOW! HAVE YOUR ROOFING DONE BEFORE WINTER

OFFICE

Serving Elmira and Surrounding Area for over 30 years!

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE. 
CALL NOW FOR ESTIMATES AND BOOK EARLY FOR SPRING
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SERvICE PROS »t. 519.669.5790
1-888-966-5942
f. 519.669-5753
sales@observerxtra.com

SELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

SIGNS | SCREEN PRINTING SEPTIC

Waterloo Region • Wellington County

519-648-3004  or  519-896-7700
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira
519-669-8309

WINDOW COvERINGS

SIGNAGE | WINDOW FILm

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

CASH PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED 

SCRAP VEHICLES
CARS, TRUCKS OR VANS

WE PAY CASH WITH 
FREE TOWING
PLEASE CALL

519-568-8666

TOWING

Mike

519.669.9160
Cell: 519.998.4094

P A I N T I N G

Over 15 Years Experience

PAINTING

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Signs & Banners

Vehicle Lettering

Logos & Graphics

Large format printing

Decals & Safety Stickers

BILL SCHENKEL

 519-664-1809

1600 King St. N.,
Unit #18

ST.JACOBS

www.remingtongraphfix.com

graph�x ltd.

P L A C E S 
O F  F A I T H                   LOCAL CHURCH                               SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTED

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

Pastors Steve & Beth Fleming
850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale  744-7447  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS, 8:30 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS, 7:00PM
(with Childrens’ Programs)

IMPACT YOUTH: Fridays, 7:30pm
TWENTY20: Sundays, 7:00pm 
(2nd & 4th Sundays monthly)

519-745-2411 
www.bloomingdalemennonite.com

B
M C

Pastor: Mary Mae Schwartzentruber
Sundays - 9:45 am Family Worship Service

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages

519-669-5030

Sept 9 - June 29

Sunday Worship
10:45 am

“A family of 
caring believers...”

519-664-2311

519-669-3973
www.ElmiraAssembly.com 

JOIN US
SUNDAYS

AT
10:30AM & 6:30PM

519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday, March 16, 2008 
9:15 & 11:00am

Speaker: Stefan König
Contagious Love

“Are You Sure?”
www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

519-669-1459

REFRESHMENTS AT 10:00AM — SERVICE STARTS AT 10:30AM 

“A different way of doing church”

Sharing our
Common Mission

In our series:
“How to Be Used by God”

Sunday School
During Worship

Minister:
Rev. Dave Jagger

Sunday Worship: 10:55am

Trinity United Church
ELMIRA

Visit our new website on: www.wondercafe.ca  

Palm Sunday March 16th

Bob 
Rumball
34 years ministry to the 
deaf in our community

Calvary United
St. Jacobs

2 pm service and reception
www.calvaryunited.com

celebrate

mEDIUm
9 1 8 6 3 2 7 4 5
6 2 7 4 5 8 1 3 9
5 4 3 1 9 7 8 6 2
7 5 4 8 2 6 9 1 3
8 6 1 3 4 9 5 2 7
2 3 9 7 1 5 6 8 4
1 8 2 9 7 4 3 5 6
4 7 6 5 8 3 2 9 1
3 9 5 2 6 1 4 7 8

4 8 7 5 6 2 9 1 3
6 5 1 7 9 3 4 8 2
9 2 3 1 4 8 7 6 5
7 4 9 2 5 6 8 3 1
8 1 6 9 3 7 5 2 4
5 3 2 8 1 4 6 7 9
1 6 5 3 7 9 2 4 8
2 9 4 6 8 1 3 5 7
3 7 8 4 2 5 1 9 6

EASY

4 1 8 5 6 7 2 9 3
9 5 7 2 3 8 6 1 4
2 3 6 9 1 4 5 7 8
5 7 1 6 4 2 3 8 9
3 4 2 1 8 9 7 6 5
6 8 9 7 5 3 1 4 2
7 2 3 8 9 1 4 5 6
8 6 4 3 7 5 9 2 1
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HARD

»SUDOKU 
SOLUTIONS

Play crossword 
and sudoku 

puzzles online
www.ObserverXtra.com

When you need to get the job done...

The Observer Classifieds  |  Service solutions at your fingertips. 

Turn to the Observer’s Service Pros

SHARPENING

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING 
HEADQUARTERS

$2 From every skate sharpening will be donated to fit
for life - Woolwich Recreational Facilities Foundation.

Have your skates
sharpened with us 
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

TRUCKING

JOHNS TRANSIT!

3614 Carmel-Koch Rd.
RR 1 Wellesley, ON
N0B 2T0

PHONE
519.503.0888

VEHICLES TO OFFER AS OF FEBRUARY 2008
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EvENTS CALENDAR
Kleensweep

Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

West Montrose, ON

• Truck & Trailer Maintenance
• Cardlock Fuel Management

519.669.5377

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

C o n s t r u c t i v e   I d e a s .  

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville   519-699-4641

www.freybuildingcontractors.com

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

If you’re not long 
distance to Elmira, 
you are welcome

to a visit.

BE PREPARED THIS WINTER

21 INDUSTRIAL DR., ELMIRA

519-669-2884

Submit calendar listings to 
info@observerxtra.com

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA
519-669-1535

KITCHENER
519-744-9770

 
• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on
    repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Since 1987 - DentureTech
1995 - Denturist

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

9 CHURCH STREET EAST, ELMIRA

519.669.8362

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira

519.669.0799

A Fine Wine
Establishment

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

OBITUARY

Freeman, Donald W. Peacefully on Thursday, 
March 6, 2008 at Heritage House, St. Jacobs. 
Donald Freeman in his 85th year formerly of 
Linwood. Beloved husband of the late Dorothea 
(Klages) Freeman (March 12, 1998).  Beloved 
father of Dale and Frances of Englehart, Dianne 
McIntyre of Kincardine, Don and Patti, David and 
Phyllis all of Linwood. Also lovingly remembered 
by his grandchildren Carianne, Patricia (Gary), 
Jason, Kyle, Klint, Heather, Tim, Brent, Melanie, 
Tori and by his great grandchildren Dayna, 
Sean, Tanner, Raymond and Gregory. Brother of 
Alma and Bruce Pufall of Kitchener, Dr. William 
and Rosalie Freeman of Plainsville, Illinois. 
Predeceased by his parents Wilmer and Geneva 
(Stricker) Freeman, and his sister Laurene Boyle. 
After farming for 9 years, Don moved to Linwood 
and proudly owned and operated the local Home 
Hardware for 27 years. Also during this time, he 
served as Reeve of Wellesley Township, was a 
member of the local school board, drove school 
bus for the local board, volunteered with the 
Linwood Fire Department, coached minor softball 
and avidly played bridge. After retiring, Dorothea 
and Don built their dream house, ensuring it was 
large enough for their children and grandchildren 
to visit and stay for the holidays and extended 
periods. Many loving family memories were 
created there. Don was later kept very busy caring 
for Dorothea with much love and attention after 
she suffered a stroke. The family received their 
friends and relatives at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira on Sunday from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. 
At 9 a.m. on Monday, March 10th transfer was 
made to Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs for 
funeral service at 11:00 a.m. with Rev. Drew 
Maxwell officiating followed by interment in the 
Elmira Union Cemetery. In his memory donations 
to the Alzheimer Society or St. Mary’s Cardiac 
Care Unit would be appreciated by the family as 
expressions of sympathy.

DEATH NOTICES

BRUBACHER, Melvin M. 

– Peacefully, on Friday, 
March 7, 2008, at his 
home, RR1, St. Clem-
ents, in his 90th year.

FORLER, Irene Christine 

– Passed away at St. 
Mary’s General Hospital, 
on Saturday, march 8, 
2008. Irene Forler, the 
former Irene Niergarth of 
Elmira, in her 86th year.

GERBER, Mahlon G. 

– Died suddenly, at his 
home in Millbank, on 
Firday, March 7, 2008, in 
his 71st year.

McBETH, Jean Melissa 
(nee Wooley) 

– Of Listowel and 
formerly of Drayton, 
Palmerston and Elmira 
passed away peace-
fully at Palmerston and 
District Hospital on 
Wednesday, March 12, 
2008 in her 86th year.

SOEHNER, Wallace C. 
“Wally”

- Peacefully, on Wednes-
day, March 5, 2008, at St 
Mary’s General Hospital, 
Wally Soehner, age 84 
years of Kitchener, for-
merly of RR1, Listowel.
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mARCH 15
Fundraiser breakfast buffet – Calvary United Church. Speaker: Tim Fries, MCC  »

Akron. Tickets $12 per adult, $5 per child (six to twelve years), free five years 
and under. Advance tickets sales only by calling MCC Ontario at 519-745-8458. 
Proceeds toward Mennonite Central Committee Elmira meat canning project. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner – Royal Canadian Legion, Br. 469 Elmira. Roast beef  »
dinner with fabulous dessert bar; 5 and 7 p.m. sittings; $12 adults, $5 six to ten 
years, $2 under 5 years. For tickets, call the Legion, 519-669-2932.

mARCH 16
Two-hour hike on Kissing Bridge Trailway/TCT in Elmira – Woolwich Trail Group.  »

Enjoy the stone dust trail from Elmira east to the Grand River. Trail rating: level trail 
surface but may be slippery at this time of year. Meet in Elmira at the Observer 
parking lot, 20 Arthur St. N. Call Paul Miller at 519-664-3643 to confirm meeting 
times and locations.

The Hilton Family Gospel Music Concert – Waterloo North Presbyterian Church.  »
7 p.m., 685 Highpoint Ave., 519-888-7870. Free-will offering.

mARCH 18
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church. Menu: beef stew, tea biscuit, salad, dessert:  »

Chocolate lime swirl. Coffee and tea; $9 per person from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Soup 
and a roll to go, $3 per person. Wheelchair accessible, everyone welcome; 2 Cross 
St., Elmira, 519-669-2852.

mARCH 20
Caregiver Group – Woolwich Community Health Group. Topic: Dealing with  »

challenging behavior. This group is specifically for those dealing with aging par-
ents or spouse; 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Lorraine, 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

mARCH 22
First Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Elmira Optimists. Approx 400-500 lbs of candy  »

will be spread throughout Bolender Park. Prizes given for finding special eggs; 2 
p.m. sharp, snow or shine. Bring your own bag. Jim, 519-638-2634.

mARCH 26
Spring Card Party – St. Clements Parish. Lunch will be served at 6:30 p.m. Lots  »

of prizes, 50/50 draw, quilt raffle. Doors open at 6 p.m. Admission $5. Sponsored 
by St. Clements Mother’s Society. Everyone welcome.

mARCH 28
H.U.G.S. Program – Woolwich Community Health Centre. Topic: Rescue force  »

tour. Tour an ambulance and see what paramedics do. For parents and their chil-
dren (zero to fives years), 9:15-11:15 a.m.; 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs, 519-664-
3794.

Caregiver Coffee Hour – Woolwich Community Health Centre. Lynelle Drudge  »
of the Alzheimers Society – KW will speak on using humour in caregiving; 10-11:30 
a.m. at Chateau Gardens Elmira. Lorraine, 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

Ham and scallop potato dinner – Royal Canadian Legion. Served with Kirk’s  »
baked beans, $6; 6 p.m.; 11 First St. E., Elmira, downstairs. 

Ham Dinner and Concert – Floradale Mennonite Church; 60-member jubilation  »
male chorus. Dinner at 6 p.m. and concert 8 p.m. Dinner tickets $12 adults, $6 ten 
years and under call Norma, 519-669-1851 or Marj, 519-698-2088. Free-will offer-
ing for MCC project during concert.

Project Hannah Celebrates 10 years of offering Compassion and Hope! – Calvary  »
United Church. Marli Spieker founded Project Hannah, a ministry offering compas-
sion and hope to women across the globe who are trapped in spiritual, cultural and 
physical bondage. Marli will be sharing her story at 7 p.m.; 48 Hawkesville Rd., St. 
Jacobs. Everyone welcome.

mARCH 29
Pork Dinner – Wellesley and District Lion’s Club. To support the Sight First II  »

Campaign and community betterment. Wellesley Inn, 4:30-8:30 p.m.

APRIL 3
Health education – Woolwich Community Health Centre. Topic: Heads up for  »

healthier brains; 10:15-11:15 a.m.; 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs, 519-664-3794.

APRIL 6
Concert by: The Master’s Four – Waterloo North Presbyterian Church. Featuring  »

songs from their most recent recording “Faith of our Fathers.” Come enjoy their 
unique blend of traditional, contemporary and southern gospel music. Free-will 
offering; 3-7 p.m., 685 Highpoint Ave., Waterloo. Nancy, 519-884-7058.
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Wise customers read the fine print: * These limited time offers are mutually exclusive and apply to retail deliveries for personal use only on selected new 2008 models purchased or leased though 
Chrysler Financial. Offers do NOT apply to Dodge Ram Diesel HD and Dodge Challenger models. Value of options varies by eligible model. Certain offers are pre-tax discounts; others are after tax 

rebates. Some conditions apply. Free gas offer consists of a $.20/litre gas discount card. Offers subject to change without notice. Go to www.getachryslerjeepdodge.ca 
or see participating retailers for complete details. ‡ Based on U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) scoring system for 2008 model year Dodge 
Grand Caravan, Ram 1500 Quad Cab, Caliber and Jeep Wrangler Unlimited. ® 2008 SIRIUS Satellite Radio Inc. “SIRIUS”, the SIRIUS dog logo, channel names and 
logos are trademarks of SIRIUS Satellite Radio Inc. Visit your Chrysler, Jeep , Dodge retailer for complete details. ® Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler LLC. 

JOIN THE DRIVE AND SEE WHY WE’RE SETTING 
THE PACE WITH 19 MONTHS OF SALES GROWTH

CANADA’S
CHOICE

or or$2000* $1750* $1000*

Get a great vehicle at a great price then choose a BONUS OFFER

ALL NEW 2008 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
• 197 hp 3.8L V6 engine • 6-speed automatic transmission

• Air Conditioning • AM/FM/CD stereo with 4 speakers • Fog lamps
• YES Essentials™ Seat Fabric • Stow ’n Go® Seating and Storage system

• Power windows, locks, mirrors and adjustable pedals
• 16-inch cast aluminum wheels • Keyless entry and remote starter

 NHTSA 5 Star Front & Side Impact‡

2008 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB® LARAMIE 4x4
• 345 hp 5.7L HEMI® V8 engine with MDS • 5-speed automatic transmission 

• Electric shift part-time transfer case • Dual-Zone Temperature Control 
• Fog lamps • Power windows, locks, adjustable pedals and heated mirrors

• SIRIUS™ Satellite radio • 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS 
• Power sliding rear window • 20-inch chrome-clad aluminum wheels

 NHTSA 5 Star Front Impact‡

2008 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED RUBICON 4x4 
• 202 hp 3.8L SMPI V6 engine • Rock-Trac® manual, part time 4WD system

• AM/FM/CD stereo with 6 speakers and subwoofer 
• 17- inch Moab cast aluminum wheels • Dana 44 heavy-duty front and rear axles 

• Electronically controlled Sway Bar Disconnect • Air conditioning 
• Fuel tank and transfer case skid plates

 NHTSA 5 Star Front Impact‡

2008 DODGE CALIBER R/T
• 172 hp 2.4L DOHC Dual VVT I-4 engine • 4-wheel disc brakes with ABS

• 18-inch aluminum wheels • Available continuously variable automatic transmission 
• SIRIUS™ Satellite radio with 458-watt MusicGate Power and nine speakers 

• Air conditioning with Chill Zone™ beverage storage bin • Fog lamps
• Sport suspension • YES Essentials™ stain and odor resistant seat fabric 

 NHTSA 5 Star Front & Side Impact‡

V I S I T  Y O U R  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  C H R Y S L E R ,  J E E P ®,  D O D G E  R E TA I L E R  O R  C H R Y S L E R C A N A D A . C A 

Canada’s best selection now comes with MORE CHOICE.

up toup to up to

in No Charge Options 
or Extended Service Plan

in Mopar 
Accessories

in Free Gas
or Bonus Cash
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www.gibsonsv.com
GIBSON SOUND & VISION

519-746-8030
25 COLUMBIA ST. E.

WATERLOO

WEEKDAYS 9-9
SAT. 9 - 5:30

SUN. 12 - 5

ScottSteve StuEd

SINCE 1955

Waterloo’s leading Sony Panel TV location

139913991399

40”
KDL-40D3000 LCD TV

Made For Action!
Sony has done it again!
The BRAVIA KDL-40D3000 16:9 Widescreen LCD TVs
come with the advanced technology Motionflow™ 120Hz
high frame rate for smoother motion and exceptional 
resolution in fast moving scenes. 24 frames per second 
for superb movie action from your Blu-ray DVD
player.While lesser LCD TVs may seem choppy when 
the action picks up, the Sony BRAVIA KDL-40D3000 
is always picture perfect. If you are waiting for a great
deal on LCD’s ... 

You don’t have to wait anymore!

KDL40D3000

Theatre For Families
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