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Look for the new
2009 Township Waste Collection Calendar
� Information on new services to start March 2009 for all of Woolwich Township.
� New format – a calendar!
� To be delivered to your home in February.

www.region.waterloo.on.ca/waste   • 519-883-5100

STEVE KANNON

The project may be environmentally friendly, 
but the environment will be anything but friend-
ly when neighbours of  a proposed biogas energy 
plant get their say at a public meeting Feb. 24 in 
Elmira.

Some residents surrounding the site in the north 
end of  town are concerned about the potential for 
odours and noise coming from the plant, which 
will convert organic waste such as manure into 
biogas, subsequently producing electricity and 
steam heat.

The plan by Woolwich Bio-En Inc. would see a 
$12-million facility built at 40 Martin’s Lane, lo-
cated on industrial land behind the Elmira Pet 
Food plant. The cogeneration unit would produce 
2.8 megawatts of  renewable electricity – enough 

Elmira biogas 
plant has 
neighbours 
concerned
Project at north end of town 
would turn organic wastes into 
electricity and steam heat

See BIOGAS page »02

JONI MILTENBURG

With a place secured among Hock-
eyville’s top fi ve fi nalists, Woolwich 
is going all out to show its hockey 
spirit to the rest of  the country this 
weekend.

Woolwich beat out Lincoln, Ont. 
by a margin of  less than 4,000 votes, 
260,669 to 256,746.

The race in Ontario was tighter 
than the Western and Atlantic re-
gions; Terrace, B.C. beat out La 
Broquerie, Manitoba by 44,000 
votes and Harbour Grace, New-
foundland, beat out Stanley, New 
Brunswick by 85,000 votes.

Hockeyville organizer Graham 

Woolwich ready for its close-up
Selection to Hockeyville’s top fi ve means it’s time to show area’s spirit

Snyder said the committee is work-
ing on strategies for the next round 
of  voting, but the immediate con-
cern is putting on a good show for 
the Hockey Night in Canada broad-
cast.

“This is our one and only chance 
to showcase our community to the 
viewers across the country and we 
want to make a good impression,” 
Snyder said.

The committee is encouraging 
people to “beard up” for the re-
maining weeks of  the competition, 
with fake hair if  necessary for the 
follicularly-challenged. 

“That’s a playoff  tradition and 
we’re playing for the cup,” Snyder 
said.  “If  we can’t grow them, we 

get some enhancements of  some 
kind.” 

CBC cameras arrived Thursday 
evening, preparing for tonight’s 
(Saturday) Hockey Night in Can-
ada broadcast. Cassie Campbell-
Pascal, former captain of  the Ca-
nadian women’s team, and former 
NHL player Steve Thomas are on 
hand taking part in a range of  
events.

Mike Dodson, producer of  Kraft 
Hockeyville, said he enjoys the 
chance to get outside the six NHL 
cities. Hockeyville brings home 
the importance of  the game to 
people in communities of  all sizes, 
Dodson said.

See HOCKEYVILLE page »07

tHiNGS GEt HAirY Woolwich novice ll#2 players suddenly sprouted beards before their hockey practice Wednesday afternoon. the hockeyville commit-
tee is encouraging people to “beard up” as Woolwich vies for the top prize. Front row: bruce martin, isiah Katsube, Sam Sabean, Kieffer beard, matthew 
macDonald, nathan maier, travis Weber and blake roemer. Second row: Kayden Zacharczuk, austin Cousineau, Devin Williams, bryce Sellars, Sullivan Keen, 
luke haugerud and hunter Schmitt. Coaching staff: rob Cousineau, Chad nicholls, Kevin Schmitt and mark Sellers.

Air QUALitY iSSUES ed Speers, who suffers from emphysema, is 
worried about the potential impacts of a proposed biogas facility.
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An Elmira man is among 
a group of  31 people 
charged by police in con-
nection with the largest 
coordinated child por-
nography investigation 
in Ontario’s history.

Dane Raymond Wil-
son, 40, of  Elmira was 
charged with one count 
of  possession of  child 
pornography; one count 
of  ‘make available child 
pornography;’ one 
count of  accessing child 
pornography, and was 
scheduled to appear Feb. 

Elmira man among 31 charged with child pornography
5 in provincial court in 
Kitchener.

Wilson was arrested 
Feb. 4 by Waterloo Re-
gional Police taking part 
in an OPP-led sweep that 
netted suspects across 
the province. The ar-
rests capped an exten-
sive investigation that 
spanned two-and-a-half  
years and which drew on 
the efforts of  18 munici-
pal police forces.

Additional arrests are 
pending and the investi-
gation continues.

The Provincial Strat-
egy to Protect Children 
from Sexual Abuse and 

Exploitation on the In-
ternet – a joint venture 
of  the OPP Child Exploi-
tation Section and 18 mu-
nicipal police services 
– was formed in August 
2006. Since that time, 
it has completed 4,782 
investigations and laid 
1,983 charges against 634 
persons.

In the latest opera-
tion, police executed 33 
search warrants,  result-
ing in 93-charges against 
31 suspects ranging from 
young offenders through 
to age 60.

Charges include sexual 
assault, sexual interfer-

ence, making child por-
nography, making avail-
able child pornography, 
distribution of  child 
pornography and pos-
session of  child pornog-
raphy. In addition, two 
child victims have been 
identified during the in-
vestigation thus far.

As computer technol-
ogy and internet usage 
proliferates, such crimes 
are becoming a growing, 
international problem, 
police say. The child vic-
tims are increasingly 
younger and images 
more violent. 

Though the recent 

raids resulted in several 
charges, they are a re-
minder that more work is 
required, said Waterloo 
Regional Police spokes-
man Olaf  Heinzel.

“The fact that we have 
now identified individu-
als who are also consid-
ered children under the 
law for participating in 
this is very discourag-
ing. It would indicate 
to us that we need to do 
more as a society to try 
to understand the scope 
of  this type of  criminal 
activity, and ensure that 
we provide significant 
knowledge and educa-

tion around it,” he said.
“Child pornography 

and those types of  cyber 
crimes are very danger-
ous for our children and 
we as a society, adults, 
have a responsibility to 
protect our children, to 
do everything we can to 
protect them and this is 
why this is such a hid-
eous crime. All children 
are hurt by these types 
of  crimes.” 

Regional police encour-
age parents and children 
to review Internet safety 
strategies. For tips and 
information on Internet 
crime prevention, check 
out www.wrps.on.ca.

to power 2,200 homes – 
and 3.4 mW of  heat.

Currently, the plan is 
under review by the 
Ministry of  the Environ-
ment and the Township 
of  Woolwich. The former 
is looking at the impact 
under the Environmen-
tal Protection Act, while 
the latter oversees the 
actual site plan. The pro-
posed use already con-
forms to the township’s 
official plan and zoning 
for the site.

While supportive of  the 
project’s aims, High Street 
resident Ed Speers is un-
easy about the potential 
impact on the neighbour-
hood. He wants much 
more information before 
he makes up his mind, 
and before any approvals 
are granted.

“It may be just fine – 
there may be no cause 
for concern – but I just 

don’t know,” he said in 
an interview this week. 
“There needs to be a lit-
tle more discussion that 
what we’ve had.”

A letter circulated to 
surrounding homes by 
Bio-En’s consultants, 
Conestoga Rovers & As-
sociates, read “like it’s 
a done deal,” prompting 
Speers and some three 
dozen neighbours on 
Arthur, Charles, George 
and High streets to re-
spond with remarks of  
their own. Among the 
concerns are the po-
tential for odour leaks, 
noise from truck traffic 
and the dangers posed 
by the production of  
methane gas.

The reaction wasn’t un-
expected at the Elmira 
head office of  Bio-En.

“It’s not a surprise to us 
that they’re concerned. 
The challenge for us is 
to educate them … and 

to address their con-
cerns, said Chuck Mar-
tin, president of  Bio-En 
Power Inc.

The open house Feb. 
24 at Lions Hall should 
help address those wor-
ries, he added.

Bio-En’s plan employs 
technology widely used 
in Europe. The Elmira 
operation will be built 
in partnership with an 
Austrian firm experi-
enced in using biogas for 
cogeneration.

“There are thousands 
of  these being used in 
Europe. I’ve got pictures 
of  one of  the Austrian 
units literally right next 
door to a tennis club on 
one side, and daycare 
centre on the other. It 
operates with no prob-
lems.”

The Austrian technol-
ogy uses an anaerobic 
digester to convert or-
ganic material into bio-

gas and fertilizer. It will 
be fed by waste material, 
including livestock ma-
nure, food waste, used 
cooking oils and other 
fats and the like. A die-
sel generator converted 
to work with methane 
will generate electricity 
to be sold back into the 
grid, while steam heat 
produced could be sold 
to neighbours such as 
the pet food mill. The 
liquid fertilizer that 
comes out of  the other 
end of  the process will 
be sold to farmers, Mar-
tin explained.

An entirely closed 
system, there is little 
chance of  odours escap-
ing, he said. The entire 
process would be car-
ried out indoors, with 
the only emissions be-
ing the exhaust from 
the generator – similar 
to a household furnace 
– and the venting to ex-

change the air, as trucks 
will drive right in to the 
building. All outgoing 
air will pass through a 
biofilter.

“This system works 
very well in Europe. 
This isn’t a problem. 
This is a solution to a 
problem.”

Each megawatt of  elec-
tricity generated though 
this renewable process 
diverts 7,000 tonnes of  
carbon dioxide, Martin 
said, pointing to the en-
vironmental benefits.

Seeing the benefits, 
Speers said the neigh-
bours are concerned 
about what happens if  
the plant doesn’t oper-
ate as advertised, not-
ing odour issues would 
have a negative impact 
on property values.

“We stand to lose a lot 
if  things don’t go well,” 
he said, calling for a 
public body similar to 

the Chemtura Public 
Advisory Committee to 
oversee the project and 
some recourse if  there 
are problems.

“We can’t just hope for 
the best and see how it 
works out.”

Like the neighbours, the 
township is concerned 
about the potential for 
odour complaints, and 
will be looking to the 
MOE process to ensure 
the operation minimiz-
es the chance of  leaks, 
said Jeremy Vink, Wool-
wich’s senior planner.

The township is wait-
ing for the MOE to make 
a ruling on the certifi-
cate of  approval before 
finalizing the site plan 
agreement.

The public informa-
tion open house for the 
proposed biogas project 
is scheduled for 4-8 p.m. 
Feb. 24 at Lions Hall in 
Elmira.

Biogas: Facility to provide enough energy to power 2,200 homes
» From cover

JONI MILTENBURG

After years of  selling 
chocolate bars and pizza 
dough to raise money for 
his kids’ schools, Paul 
Martin is going bigger 
and selling houses in-
stead.

For every house he sells 
in Woolwich in 2009, the 
RE/MAX agent will do-
nate $500 to the fundrais-
ing committee at John 
Mahood Public School.

The school fundraiser 
follows a similar plan 
Martin hatched last year 
to raise money for the 
new Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre. For every 
house he sold, Martin 
bought a seat at the Dan 
Snyder Memorial Arena 
for $500.

Martin became a real 
estate broker two years 
ago, after 35 years in 
construction and fabri-

500 chocolate bars ... or one house sold
Elmira realtor Paul Martin to donate $500 to John Mahood PS for each home he sells in 2009

cation. He said frankly 
that the donation was 
a way to get his name 
out to the public, but it 
wasn’t just a gimmick.

“Whether I get any busi-
ness out of  it, that’s not 
the goal for me,” Martin 
said. “The goal is to give 
back to the community. 
If  I do get business from 
it, great, that’s a bonus 
for me.”

Martin wanted to do 
something that would 
help the local communi-
ty and also had a person-
al connection for him. 
Donating to the arena 
made sense because he 
did masonry work on the 
old Elmira Arena many 
years ago and his son, 
Jeremy, played hockey 
there. The first seat he 
bought will be named in 
honour of  Jeremy, who 
was killed in 1994 while 
riding his bike to work.

When pondering what 

he could do for 2009, 
Martin thought of  the 
schools. 

“I know when our chil-
dren were in school, we 

sold fruit, we sold choco-
late bars, we sold chick-
en, dough for pizzas, 
muffins, the whole bit. 
I knew fundraising was 

something the schools 
always needed.”

He contacted all the 
elementary schools in 
Elmira, and John Ma-

hood took him up on the 
offer.

“We thought this is a 
good fundraising initia-
tive,” said Ken Jessop, 
chair of  the school coun-
cil at John Mahood, not-
ing that the offer came at 
a good time. “Certainly 
under the economic con-
ditions, we’ve noticed 
we had to reach out a bit 
more.”

The school council rais-
es funds for a number of  
projects, including liter-
acy programs, buses for 
school trips, supporting 
the French immersion 
program and the annual 
Mahoodfest in June.

Last year, Martin was 
able to buy 20 seats at the 
arena, raising $10,000 in 
total. He’s not sure if  
sales will be as brisk in 
the 2009 housing market, 
but he’s already made 
one donation for a house 
sold in January.
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SALES PLAN School council chair Ken jessop (left) and paul Wettlaufer, principal at john mahood p.S., welcomed 
paul martin’s offer to donate $500 to the school for every house he sells in Woolwich township. martin made a 
similar contribution to the Woolwich memorial Centre last year, purchasing seats in the new arena.
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“After a while I just found that I preferred the teaching versus the 
flying.”

Joe LepoldLEADING OFF »

CATHY DIAMOND
PHARMACIST
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

• Compounding

• Compliance Packaging

• Free Blood Pressure
   Check

• Free Blood Glucose
   Monitor & Teaching 

• Ostomy & Home
   Health Care
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

The classroom in which re-
tiring Linwood Public School 
principal Joe Lepold first 
started teaching was not 
equipped with a black board, 
chalk, or erasers. Instead, it 
had a vast array of  buttons 
and switches. 

“I was a flying instructor, 
and that was my first experi-
ence teaching,” said Lepold, 
who will retire at the end of  
this month, when he’ll be suc-
ceeded by Geoff  Suderman-
Gladwell.

Out of  high school, Lepold, 
who was raised on a farm in 
the Niagara Penninsula, took 
a liking to flying small single- 
and multi-engine planes.

Changing of the guard at Linwood
After a decade as principal, and 36 years in education, Joe Lepold set to retire at end of the month

Little did he know at the time, 
that teaching would be his 
true calling. But now, years 
later, with the clear vision of  
hindsight, it all seems to make 
sense how things played out. 

“I showed up at the teacher’s 
college because I wanted to 
learn how to teach in case I 
wanted to start up my own 
school in flying … lo’ and be-
hold, one of  the students that 
I was teaching to fly was the 
panel master who then taught 
me how to teach at the col-
lege,” Lepold recounted.

The rest, one might say, is 
history: Lepold, who had stud-
ied geography at Wilfrid Lau-
rier University and education 
at teacher’s college at the Uni-
versity of  Western Ontario, 
eventually obtained a mas-

ter’s degree in education from 
Niagara University. 

“After a while I just found that 
I preferred the teaching ver-
sus the flying,” he explained. 
“I’ve loved my 36 years in edu-
cation.” 

In his 18 years as a teacher, 
he taught at three schools in 
the region. Before spending 
the past 10 years at Linwood, 
he was the principal at Three 
Bridges School and Park Man-
or.

“Right now I still have a lot 
of  mixed emotion – I still look 
forward to coming to school 
every day,” said Lepold of  his 
pending retirement. 

“I really enjoyed being a part 
of  the Linwood school com-
munity … it’s the best kept 
secret in Waterloo county – we 

have wonderful students here, 
they’re, for the most part, 
very well behaved. We have 
a wonderful Linwood school 
community; parents are very 
supportive, we have an awful 
lot of  volunteers within the 
building on any given day.”

A resident of  Waterloo, Lep-
old will certainly miss the ru-
ral setting of  Linwood. 

“That’s part of  the charm 
and beauty of  the north here 
is having our students grow 
up with and being exposed to 
the rich culture that we have 
in the area.” 

Although Lepold was eligible 
for retirement three years ago, 
he felt he had some work to fin-
ish. He wanted to see through 
the completion of  two exten-
sions to the school, as well as 

a collaboration with the prov-
ince on the Ontario Focused 
Intervention program, which 
focuses on schools and stu-
dents that need attention and 
additional resources.

The results have really paid 
off, said Lepold, as this year 
the school was shortlisted for 
the Garfield Weston Awards 
for excellence in education in 
the category of  Determination 
in Academic Achievement 
from the Fraser Institute.

“This recognizes the team ef-
fort that our staff  put in with 
some of  the ministry and the 
board people over the past 
year and the results of  their 
efforts.”

Lepold is looking forward to 
spending more time with his 

See RETIREMENT page »04

photoS | marC miquel helSenA NEW FOCUS Spending more time doing photography and other hobbies will be the norm for joe lepold when he retires later this month from his post as principal at linwood public School.
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Economic recovery and environment issues begin at home
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The furor that sur-
rounded the buy-
American provi-
sions in the latest 
round of  U.S. bail-
outs failed to im-
press me for a couple 
of  reasons. Firstly, 
the actual impact 
would be negligible, 

as such measures are longstanding in 
U.S. legislation and have had little real 
effect on trade between our two coun-
tries. Secondly, the policy is in fact the 
right thing to do.

It just makes sense that the U.S. gov-
ernment should demand its money go 
toward domestic industries, just as 
Canadian taxpayers’ money should be 
used here as often as possible, though 
the Harper government has made no 
such stipulations.

Yes, Canada is a net exporter – and 
will continue to be so given our re-
source base – but our manufacturing 
base could certainly use the business. 
This is especially true given the in-
flux of  overseas goods and the insidi-
ous trend of  outsourcing to offshore 
locales, which are more pressing con-
cerns than trade with our U.S. neigh-
bours, with whom we have much more 
in common on every front.

Buying locally, especially from small 
producers and retailers, is the per-
fect tonic for the globalization that 
has destabilized the financial system, 
weakened the domestic economy and 
lowered the standards and safety of  
the goods we consume. The latter was 
clearly in evidence with the string of  
scares that began in 2007 involving 
Chinese-made products, especially the 
recalls of  unsafe food items, pet food 
and children’s toys.

It was that reality that prompted 
Montreal’s Isabelle Remy to become a 
crusader for the buy-local philosophy.

Concerned about the safety of  im-
ported goods, she began looking for 
Canadian sources, and soon discov-
ered there really wasn’t a comprehen-
sive guide to domestic manufacturers 

and the products they make available – 
it was difficult to find Canadian-made 
goods.

Thus was born her Internet site, 
www.buycanadianfirst.ca. 

In doing research, she quickly discov-
ered it was difficult to source Canadian 
goods, even as there was growing con-
sumer demand for just such products.

A 2007 poll by Angus Reid Strategies, 
for instance, found that 43 per cent 
of  Canadians are trying to buy more 
made-in-Canada goods, with more 
than half  of  us paying more attention 
to product labeling.

Also that year, a Robbins Research 
poll showed that 73.5 per cent of  us 
would pay an average of  14 per cent 
more to buy goods manufactured in 
Canada.

Armed with this information, Remy 
began compiling information about 
our buy-Canadian options, eventu-
ally launching her website six months 
ago.

The company’s move into a new office 
– now home to eight employees – was 
indicative of  the struggle to find Cana-
dian-made goods, she says. Eventually, 
she was able to source enough items 
that 90 per cent of  the fixtures and sup-
plies were made in this country.

It taught her an important lesson in 
connecting consumers with manufac-
turers – she sees BuyCanadianFirst.ca 
as a bridge between the two groups.

“People are asking for Canadian prod-
ucts, and for more information. We 
know there’s a strong trend out there,” 
says Remy from her Montreal office.

The buy-local drive is based on a 
number of  factors, she notes. Consum-
ers want to support the domestic econ-
omy. There are health concerns about 
possible contaminants in Chinese and 
other goods. And those worried about 
the environment – more and more of  
us – see buying local as a way to reduce 
the impact of  transporting goods from 
halfway around the planet.

“Buying local is a logical evolution in 
the way people shop.”

Actually, shopping is going full circle, 

as local was once the norm.
We don’t have to go back to far in 

our collective memory to recall when 
stores were not filled with the amount 
of  imported goods we see today. There 
was a strong domestic manufacturing 
base, and outsourcing was not preva-
lent. We bought locally made products, 
often from small retail outlets – the 
big-box retail explosion had not yet oc-
curred.

Now, we’re used to imported goods, 
and Canadians don’t realize just how 
many local products are still available, 
Remy suggests.

“People ask, ‘do we still make any-
thing here?’ We know that we used to, 
but it seems like everything is made 
somewhere else. But we still do make 
things here.”

In fact, given the inquiries her compa-
ny receives daily – consumers looking 
for Canadian options, and manufac-
turers looking to get the word out – she 
says there’s something of  a reverse 
globalization going on. The key to a 

more prosperous local manufacturing 
base is to seek out Canadian goods and 
to begin demanding more local prod-
ucts from retailers. That would have 
a tremendous impact on the economy, 
which is clearly going through a rough 
stretch.

“The job you’re saving may be your 
own,” she says of  the practice.

That’s especially true if  outsourc-
ing continues as it has. Initially, when 
factories started moving overseas, 
we were told manufacturing wasn’t 
competitive, and that we would move 
toward a knowledge-based service 
economy – that’s where the money 
was. Now, companies are outsourcing 
service jobs such as call centers and 
software development to places like 
India, she says.

Consumer demand could help reduce, 
though not completely reverse, that 
practice.

“Consumers have to say ‘enough.’ We 
are not helpless. We have a lot of  pow-
er – let’s use it.”

family and friends when retirement 
rolls around. His spare time will likely 
include boating and relaxing at the 
family cottage in Georgian Bay, cruis-
ing the Great Lakes with friends, vis-
iting Florida, and likely a lot of  pho-
tography. Lepold, a director with the 
Elmira Sugar Kings, is convinced he 
will have more time to polish his pho-
tography skills at the Elmira Arena 
and in cottage country. 

Even in retirement, there will still 

be plenty of  contact with the teach-
ing world: Lepold’s wife is a retired 
and part-time teacher, his daughter 
just recently started teaching, and his 
son, who won a Cherrey Cup with the 
Kings last year, is studying environ-
ment and business, and is thinking 
about the field.

Who knows, maybe Lepold will even-
tually get back into it too.

“If  there’s an opportunity to do some-
thing on a part-time basis. I certainly 
would look at that as a possibility.”

Retirement: New adventures

» From page 03
JONi HArtWiCk
Manager, Pinacle Health and Fitness

How long have you worked here?
A year

What did you do before this?
I spent 30 years in the travel and tourism industry.

What are some of the most interesting 
places you’ve travelled to?
New Zealand, Australia. Cuba’s my favourite 
because of the people.

What are some of your hobbies?
Just spending time with my daughters.

What’s the best part of working here?
The people. Especially this time of year, there’s 
a lot of people who’ve never been to the gym 
before, and when you show them how easy it 
can be, they just light up.

What’s your goal for 2009?
To become a personal exercise coach.

SAYiNG GOODBYE retiring principal joe lepold says he’ll miss the culture that abounds at linwood p.S.
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JONI MILTENBURG

Susan Martin is close 
to the kids in her 4-H 
clubs; she likes to know 
what’s going on in their 
lives and how they’re do-
ing. Some of  them have 
been in clubs with her 
for years. But knowing 
them well doesn’t mean 
they can’t surprise her, 
which is just what they 
did when she was named 
4-H volunteer leader of  
the year for Ontario.

“I got a letter in the mail 
from Ontario 4-H and 
went ‘huh, what’s this?’ 
It was a very pleasant 
surprise,” Martin said. 
“I was honoured that the 
kids took the time and 
the energy to do it.” 

Rebecca Grose, one of  
the group that secretly 
nominated her, said 
Martin is an inspiration 
and a role model.

“She really shines, just 
leading by example and be-
ing a really nice person.”

Martin grew up on a 
farm outside Floradale, 
the same farm that she 
and her husband, James, 
live on now. Two years 
ago they decided to sell 
their cows, and James 
took a job off  the farm. 
But they weren’t ready 
to stop being farmers, 
and Martin now has a 
small flock of  sheep.

“We’re still on the farm, 
just choosing a different 
type of  farming,” she said.

Where many families 
put their boys in hockey, 
the Martins found it too 
hard to balance with 
dairy farming.

“Dairy farming and 

Floradale woman named 
4-H volunteer of the year

hockey just didn’t work 
for us, so we found some-
thing that worked better 
for our lifestyle and that 
happened to be 4-H.”

Martin was involved in 
4-H as a teenager, and she 
wanted her three sons to 
have the same experi-
ence. Matthew, Thomas 
and Luke were part of  
the vet club, tractor club 
and dairy club.

“It teaches them leader-
ship and respect and that 
kind of  thing, which I 
think is important. They 
also meet new friends, 
which they can connect 
with later.”

Martin served on the 
Waterloo 4-H board for 

three years before be-
coming a leader. She 
helps run the quilt club, 
gardening club, and the 
farm safety club that 
started earlier this year. 
She also pitched in with 
the clubs her sons were 
involved in, doing what-
ever was needed.

Martin said she tries 
to make every club in-
teresting, regardless of  
how dry the topic, by 
making it hands-on. 

“We’re building these 
great relationships, 
which I think is really 
important, and we’re 
having fun. And along 
the way, they’re learn-
ing, which is great.”
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Mild temperatures ac-
companied by rainfall 
in the region this week 
prompted officials at the 
Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority (GRCA) 
to issue a flood warning 
for New Hamburg and 
a number of  advisories 
for other areas in the 
Waterloo Region, includ-
ing West Montrose.

Rapidly melting snow 
increased river flows 
throughout the Grand 
River watershed Wednes-
day and Thursday, in-
creasing the potential 
for flooding of  low-lying 
areas and ice jams in 
other areas.

While temperatures 
dropped later in the 
week, river levels are 
expected to remain high 
through the weekend.

In Woolwich Township, 
the low-lying bridge in St. 
Jacobs was closed, and 
residents are encouraged 
to keep a watchful eye in 
the next few days. 

“People in West Mon-
trose, in particular, need 
to be paying very close 
attention to what’s go-

Sudden thaw 
poses flooding risk

ing on in the river,” said 
GRCA spokesman Dave 
Schultz.

Ice jams near the cov-
ered bridge in West Mon-
trose are typical at this 
time of  year; though the 
river remains iced up for 
the most part, the recent 
thaw could be eroding 
the ice from the bottom. 
In any event, ensuing 
freeze-thaw cycles could 
exacerbate the problem.

“There’s still a lot of  
winter left, so we could 
still generate a lot of  
snow between now and 
the usual spring thaw, 
which usually comes in 
March and April.”

Current information 
on warnings and river 
conditions can be found 
on the GRCA’s website at 
www.grandriver.ca.

The GRCA warns that 
high water levels and 
unstable ice conditions 
on lakes and streams 
pose a hazard. Parents 
are reminded to keep 
children and pets away 
from lakes and water-
courses. A pamphlet on 
river safety for children 
is available on the GRCA 
website in the “Educa-
tion” section.
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energrow inc. of newton was 
awarded the Small producer of 
the Year award for excellence in 
agri-business at the Canadian in-
ternational Farm Show held last 
week in toronto.
energrow is an agritechnol-

ogy company that designs and 
locally manufactures farm-scale 
oil presses and production sys-
tems. these systems enable farm-
ers to add value to their own crops 
to produce two bioproducts: meal 
pellets, a valuable feed, and oil 
for use as a lubricant, crop spray, 
cooking oil and even fuel to run a 
diesel tractor or generator. 

Kitchener-Conestoga mp harold 
albrecht this week helped launch 
the Conservative post-Secondary 
education Caucus, providing a 
vehicle to discuss how the gov-
ernment and mps can best serve 
post-secondary institutions.
the new caucus is open to all 

Conservative mps with a post-
secondary institution in their rid-
ing. albrecht’s riding is home to 
Conestoga College.
“i believe there is a real need for 

this type of caucus,” said albrecht. 
“post-secondary institutions are vi-
tal to Canada’s ability to succeed. 
in an unstable economy, invest-
ment in these institutions becomes 
increasingly important.” 

Waterloo rural Women will host 
their annual winter seminar Feb. 18. 
the day will begin with speak-
ers addressing alternative health 
care. the panel will feature osteo-
path Sheila Keane of elora, Flora-
dale massage therapist tracy mar-
tin, an iridologist, Susan Young, 
and ellen hadley rn, who will talk 
about reflexology and therapeutic 
touch.
other health-related demonstra-

tions will follow, including Cpr 
and first aid.
the one-day annual conference 

will be held at living Water Chris-
tian Fellowship, 45 hincks St., 
new hamburg. advance registra-
tion required, call 519-664-3794, 
ext. 237.

Albrecht helps 
found caucus

Energrow 
wins award 

Seminar for 
rural women

ALWAYS rEADY tO LEND A HAND Susan martin was named 4-h vol-
unteer leader of the year for ontario. martin farms just outside Floradale, 
where she and her family have a small flock of sheep.

ALL JAMMED UP the rain and mild temperatures earlier this week led to 
an ice jam and flood advisories in West montrose.
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

It’s a lot like a round of  
horseshoes. The only 
difference, really, is that 
the projectiles are toilet 
plungers and the targets 
are toilets. 

Sure, it’s not your stan-
dard recreational ac-
tivity, but in Alma the 
Plunger Plop is an annu-
al tradition that is grow-
ing in renown.

“It is weird, but it’s 
fun,” said Sharon Grose, 
a community volunteer 
who helped out with the 
Alma Optimist’s annual 
tradition held at the 
town’s outdoor ice pad 
Feb. 7.

Growing in scope and 
popularity, the event fea-
tured 52 teams of  four. A 
few hundred spectators 
were also on hand to see 
the event.

“[People] come back to 
play with their kids,” 
she said, noting that the 
event has even been fea-
tured in a segment by 
comedian Rick Mercer.  
“There was one gentle-
man … he’s been serv-
ing in Afghanistan, he 
planned for his off  time 
to come home and play, 
and his team actually 
won.” 

Each team dished out 
$25 to play in the elimi-
nation tournament. 
Money raised through 
the event goes towards 

Plop goes the plunger
Annual event in Alma tests participants’ aim as plunger meets bowl

funding community 
youth events such as bus 
trips to the swimming 
pool in Waterloo, said 
Grose. 

The outdoor rink was 
lined with toilets on ei-
ther side and teams took 
turns tossing plungers, 
aiming for the porcelain 
target: ten points for the 
toilet bowl, two points 
for placing the missile 
within an orange ring 
surrounding the com-
mode.

The plop got its start 
27 years ago. A take-off  

from curling, it original-
ly featured used paint 
cans filled with ice. But 
a few years of  warm 
weather convinced orga-
nizers that a more con-
sistent projectile might 
be more efficient. And so 
toilet bowls and plung-
ers became the optimal 
implement.

“We’re talking about 
the village of  Alma, 
where wacky things 
happen – we’ve got to get 
creative in the dead of  
winter right? People are 
looking to have fun.”

During the year, the 
equipment is stored in a 
local barn.

Now, the event is a 
yearly tradition that 
draws many people both 
young and old. This 
year saw players return 
with their grandkids as 
well as students from 
several universities – a 
team from Sudbury even 
made it out, said Grose.

The Alma Optimists are 
hosting another Plunger 
Plop for Optimist Clubs 
from Southern Ontario 
today (Saturday).
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JONI MILTENBURG

The heritage of  the three 
townships in Waterloo 
Region will be front and 
centre at the 12th annual 
Heritage Day workshop 
on Feb. 16.

The workshop is or-
ganized by the Grand 
River Conservation Au-
thority’s heritage work-
ing group, and will focus 
on “rural routes/rural 
roots” along the Grand 
River watershed.

“What we’re doing is 
trying to highlight rural 
heritage assets and fea-
tures in the three town-
ships,” said Barb Veale, 
chair of  the heritage 
working group. “They’re 
sometimes hidden away 
because people from the 
urban centres aren’t so 
much aware of  the rural 
contribution to the heri-
tage of  the watershed.”

Since the Grand River 
was designated a heritage 
river, the heritage working 
group has held workshops 
bringing people together 

GRCA to display township’s heritage
to talk about heritage. 
Many of  the attendees 
are members of  heritage 
groups, municipal heri-
tage planners or people 
associated with museums 
and heritage sites. 

Keynote speakers for 
this year’s workshop in-
clude regional Chair Ken 
Seiling and Geoff  Hayes, 
history professor at the 
University of  Waterloo. 
James Timlin and Bill 
Mates from the Town of  
Ingersoll will outline how 
Ingersoll has used heri-
tage assets to strengthen 
its economy.

The workshop will 
be held at the Wilmot 
Recreation Complex in 
Baden from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. A reception at 
Castle Kilbride will fea-
ture a tour of  the Vic-
torian home, including 
their latest exhibit, The 
Mighty Grand River, and 
hors d’oeuvres from the 
Waterlot restaurant.

The workshop is free 
but space is limited, 
so pre-registration is 
necessary. Contact Pat 

Mighton at dpmighton@
golden.net or call the 
Township of  Wilmot at 
519-634-8444 for more in-
formation.

In 2011, the heritage 
working group will be 

Time for a change
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adding a second work-
shop, slated to be held in 
Woolwich Township.

“There’s so much for us 
to talk about, we can’t do 
it all in one workshop,” 
Veale said.

A PrOMiSE kEPt Dave gamble promised his Woolwich minor peewee 
team he’d dye his hair blonde if they scored more than six goals in a game, 
never believing they’d pull it off. When the team posted a 7-0 victory over 
milton, gamble showed up at elmira’s guys and Dolls to keep his word. 
after the shock wore off, gamble and salon staff Sandra radcliffe, lori 
Weber and tamara buehler gave his new look the thumbs up.

tAkiNG tHE PLUNGE 2004 champions josh Shafer, Cory maxwell, nate martin and justin ecclestone from Fer-
gus were among the participants at the plunger plop held Feb. 7 in alma.
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Money for nothing clearly a fraud
»laW & orDer

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5
visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

Need a pie for 
dessert?
We carry 

Anna Mae's pies!!!

Specials from February 17 - February 21

Store Made, Sliced

$3.99 

Ib.
/$5.71kg.

80-85% Fresh, Lean

Ground
Beef

Pork Loin Roast or 
Butterfly Chops

Fresh, Boneless

$3.99 

Store Made, Deli Sliced,

$2.59 

Macaroni & Cheese 
or Luncheon Loaf

Peameal
Bacon

$3.99 

Ib.
/$8.80kg.

Store Made,
Texas Jalapeno, Salsarica 

or Chorizo 
Smoked Sausage

$3.39 Ib.
/$7.48kg.

Ib.
/$8.80kg.

Ib.
/$8.80kg.

(5lb. + Bulk)
$2.29lb.

/$5.05kg.

(Piece)
$3.49lb.

/$7.69kg.

INDIVIDUALIZED HEALTH 
CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

519.664.1050

1 - 9 PARKSIDE DRIVE, ST. JACOBS
(Beside the Harvest Moon Restaurant)

519.664.1050
Call for a 15 minute Free Consult.

our services are covered by 
most health insurance plans.

Tricia Brubacher
Registered Massage Therapist

Raza Shah
Naturopathic Doctor

Woolwich Community’s Complementary Health Care Facility
St. Jacobs Naturopathic Clinic

IN 1 HOUR
with our exclusive 

LaserQuitTM program

304 - 684 Belmont Ave W, Kitchener 880-1237 | Toll Free 1 877 868 8818

w w w . f r e e d o m l a s e r . c a

AND 
STAY QUIT

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

$22.00$22.00
PER BOX

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Naval Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
SAT. FEB 21,  12:30pm - 2:30pm

New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

ST. JACOBS
SAT. FEB 21,  10:00am - 12:00 noon
Antique Warehouse (Beside St. Jacobs Market)

February 4 »
10:03 PM | A collision occurred 
on Hutchison Road in front of 
Crosshill Mennonite Church. A 
driver from Proton Township 
turned left out of a Hutchison 
Road property and into the 
path of another vehicle trav-
elling southbound. The other 
driver was unable to avoid a 
collision; minor damage to the 
front end of both vehicles was 
reported.

February 5 »
7:00 AM | A report that a six-
year-old boy had been left in a 
van brought police to an Elmi-
ra home. A neighbour walking 
the dog heard the child and 
subsequently contacted po-
lice. The child, though dressed 
warmly, appears to have been 
in the vehicle overnight, when 
temperatures dropped to ap-
proximately -26 degrees. The 
child was taken to Grand Riv-
er Hospital and was found to 
be in good health. Police and 
Children’s Services continue 
to investigate this incident.

10:30 AM | A First Street, Elm-
ira residence was the scene of 
a reported break-and-enter. A 
number of items were taken 
from the residence. The foren-
sic identification unit attended 
the scene; the investigation 
continues.

1:30 PM | A collision occurred 
on Manser Road just outside of 
Linwood. An area man pulled 
out of a driveway and was 
struck by a vehicle driven 
by a man from Switzerland. 
The Linwood man was later 

An Elmira-area resident reported Feb. 5 that 
she had received an unsolicited cheque from an 
American company worth $49,500. Included with 
the cheque was a letter instructing the individual 
to deposit the cheque and then provide the com-
pany with some personal information. 

Police attended the scene, seized the fraudulent 
cheque and sent it to the fraud branch for further 
investigation.

charged with ‘fail to yield 
from driveway.’ Both vehicles 
were towed from the scene, 
but there were no injuries.

2:15 PM | A license plate – 700 
7Jl – was turned into the Elmi-
ra detachment.

5:08 PM | Two vehicles were 
involved in a collision on Line 
86, west of Elmira. The driver 
of the first vehicle, a Listow-
el-area man, was stopped 
behind another vehicle wait-
ing to turn onto Mallot Road, 
when it was struck from be-
hind by another vehicle driv-
en by another Listowel man. 
The first vehicle, a work van, 
sustained minor damages; the 
second vehicle, a Mazda Pro-
tégé, was destroyed. The driv-
er of the Mazda was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ There 
were no injuries.

5:35 PM | Police were called to 
the scene of another vehicle 
collision, this time on Church 
Street, heading westbound 
out of Elmira. An area driver 
was slowing for traffic and 
stopped for a red light when 
he was struck from behind by 
another vehicle. There were 
no charges; damage was mi-

nor to both vehicles.

February 6 »
1:30 PM | A Palmerston-area 
man reported that his pickup 
truck had been damaged some 
time within the previous two 
weeks. It is unknown when or 
where the damage was inflict-
ed. Evidence was gathered and 
the investigation was passed 
onto the traffic branch.

2:20 PM | Police attended EDSS 
as a result of a report of some 
texted threats. The parties in-
volved were spoken to, and 
no charges were laid.

February 7 »
2:30 PM | A Langton driver 
who parked her car on Kill-
deer Road in Elmira came 
back to her vehicle to find that 
a door and a rear quarter pan-
el were damaged. Also, blue 
paint was visible on the white 
Honda Civic. A witness report-
ed seeing a vehicle leaving the 
scene northbound on Killdeer. 
The traffic branch continues to 
investigate this hit-and-run.

10:30 PM | A dumpster fire was 
reported on Henry Street in St. 
Jacobs. The fire was quelled 

by firefighters. Anyone with 
relevant information is asked 
to contact police or call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.

February 9 »
8:05 AM | St. Jacobs Public 
School reported a broken win-
dow. A 20-kilogram bag of salt 
was used to break the glass. 
Damage was estimated at $250.

9:30 AM | A business on 
Church Street West in Elmira 
reported that a cube van had 
been damaged some time over 
the previous weekend. The in-
vestigation continues.

12:21 PM | An Elmira-area resi-
dent reported that a wallet and 
its contents had been lost some-
time Feb. 5 in downtown Elmira

February 10 »
6:30 AM | Police were called 
to Listowel Road near Elmira 
for a vehicle in the ditch. Two 
vehicles had been eastbound 
on Listowel Road near Three 
Bridges Road where it appears 
that the driver of one vehicle, 
an SUV, attempted to pass an-
other vehicle; the first driver 
lost control of the vehicle and 
rear-ended the second vehicle, 
left the roadway and crashed 
into a telephone pole. One 
of the drivers reported hav-
ing a sore neck and back but 
declined an ambulance. The 
vehicle that struck the pole 
had major front end damage 
and needed to be towed from 
the scene. The second vehicle 
had minor damage. The driver 
of the SUV was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

“It matters everywhere 
across the country. This 
is Canada’s game.”

Dodson has been pro-
ducing Hockey Night in 
Canada for the past six 
years, but working out-
side an NHL arena adds 
the element of  surprise.

During last year’s 
broadcast from Port Aux 
Basques, Newfoundland, 
there was a wedding 
happening at the same 
time. The entire wed-
ding party stopped by 
the arena and was out 
on the ice, dancing. The 
following week in Kings-
ville, Ontario, there was 
a marriage proposal dur-
ing the broadcast. 

There may not be any 
proposals in Woolwich, 
but the Hockeyville com-
mittee is hoping there 
will be plenty of  excite-
ment all the same.

Events kicked off  Fri-
day with a floor hockey 
game at Park Manor 
School, a pep rally at El-
mira District Secondary 
School and ball hockey 
on the West Montrose 
covered bridge. A parade 
from EDSS to the arena 
at 6 p.m. was followed 
by a skills clinic with 

Hockeyville: Hockey night in Elmira

members of  the Olympic 
sledge hockey team.

Today’s events start 
with a pancake breakfast 
at the arena, followed by 
an OMHA skills compe-
tition for midget boys 
and girls at 9 a.m. 

The Hockey Night in 
Canada broadcast opens 
with a live segment lead-
ing into the pre-game 
show at 6:30. After the live 
ceremonial puck drop, 
CBC will go to the Toron-
to-Pittsburgh game, while 
minor hockey action con-
tinues in Elmira.

During the first inter-

mission of  the Calgary-
Phoenix game, events 
from Friday and Satur-
day will be showcased 
in a two-minute music 
video. The second inter-
mission will see the 
unveiling of  the next 
finalist. After the second 
game ends, in the early 
hours of  Sunday mor-
ning, a Hockeyville 
spokesperson will make 
the pitch for Woolwich.  

Committee member 
Sherrie Goss empha-
sized that the weekend’s 
event aren’t just for fam-
ilies in hockey.

“Bring your friends, 
bring your neighbours, 
bring your dog,” she 
said. “It’s to the benefit 
of  the whole commun-
ity, not just the people in 
hockey.”

With a space in the top 
five, Woolwich is guar-
anteed $25,000, along 
with the Hockey Night 
in Canada broadcast. 
The winner of  the grand 
prize gets $100,000 for 
arena upgrades, hosts 
an NHL pre-season game 
and is featured on an 
hour-long broadcast on 
CBC television.

» From cover
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GEAriNG UP Sandra radcliffe, lori Weber and tamara buehler of guys and Dolls salon gave this mannequin a 
Woolwich makeover this week, decorating the front of the shop with hockeyville colours. at right, bev baechler 
adds a second coat of paint to a hockey design on the windows of the Woolwich municipal offices. Staff got in 
the hockeyville spirit Wednesday, donning jerseys and painting windows.
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Crisis likely cover for poor deals

Increasingly, Canadians are taking advantage of energy and water-saving devices in 
their homes. For instance, in 2007, 62% of Canadian households reported they had a 
low-flow shower head, up from 54% the year before. Between 2006 and 2007, those 
of us using at least one compact fluorescent light bulb rose to 69% from 56%.

Statistics Canada

“If we don’t protect the Internet’s level playing field from unfair monopoly – as the 
U.S. and other countries now are – Canadian innovation and new media will lose 
out.”

Steve Anderson of SaveOurNet.ca takes aim at Internet throttling

In Rafe Mair’s column last week, he rails 
against the lack of  public input as the 
government, acting against the will of  the 
people, moves to privatize BC Hydro. Also 
last week, a report surfaced recommend-
ing the privatization of  Hydro Quebec, de-
spite public opposition to such a move.

It’s no surprise these suggestions came 
from a right-wing government and right-
wing think tank (aka lobby group) respec-
tively.

We can expect to see more of  this kind of  
nonsense as those opposed to democratic 
institutions look to capitalize on the cur-
rent economic crisis – the timing of  both 
hydro privatization schemes takes a page 
out of  the playbook adroitly illuminated 
by Naomi Klein in The Shock Doctrine. 
The shock therapy relies on troubled times 
– natural disasters or manmade crises, it 
matters not – to push through an agenda 
contrary to the public interest.

Given his government’s record, Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper will undoubt-
edly attempt to weaken government insti-
tutions he opposed on ideological grounds, 
using the recession and mounting deficit 
as cover.

Even before the financial meltdown, Fi-
nance Minister Jim Flaherty was pushing 
for the sale of  assets, including real estate 
holdings, as a way to shrink government 
and to make up for shortfalls in a policy 
that combined lower taxes (particularly 
for the upper brackets and corporations) 
with massive spending increases, largely 
to buy votes and support ideologically ac-
ceptable programs.

Ontarians will recognize this formula as 
the one cooked up by the Harris govern-
ment to cover deficits and to advance its 
financial agenda. As part of  that govern-
ment, including a stint as finance minis-
ter, Flaherty advocated the sale of  Hwy. 
407, which proceeded at great cost to the 
taxpayer, and also pushed for the privati-
zation of  the LCBO, a foolhardy plan that 
thankfully did not go ahead.

With the blessing of  Flaherty and other 
Harris ministers now in Harper’s cabinet, 
Ontario saw the fire-sale deals in which 
assets were traded away for pennies on 
the dollar. Much of  the current mess in 
the electricity market can be tied to the 
Tory’s dismantling of  Ontario Hydro in 
preparation for privatization.

We’re still hearing rumblings from Otta-
wa about the sale of  various government 
office buildings across the country. 

On the surface, the move would see the 
government rid itself  of  costly upgrades 
it says are unaffordable.

Selling the buildings would, of  course, 
provide only a one-time cash infusion, cer-
tainly at far lower rates than the market 
would dictate, especially now. In return 
for the cash from the sale of  buildings, 
the government would then lease back 
the same office space at a high enough 
price to cover the new owners’ expenses: 
mortgage, upgrade costs, taxes and a tidy 
profit. Only an ideologue could argue that 
would cost less than renovating buildings 
that are for the most part paid for, with no 
mortgages. Put simply, the argument is 
akin to saying it would make sense to sell 
your mortgage-free home to somebody 
else, then continue to pay exorbitant rent 
to live there.

It’s essential the public not be distracted 
by the recession and the snow job coming 
out of  Ottawa, which will try to convert 
public assets to private profit for a well-
connected few.
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»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

Raising the driving age is the smart thing to do

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

United Africa movement has some merits, despite Gaddafi

See Dyer »10

As a general rule 
I place the mus-
ings of  insurance 
companies right up 
there with Pinoc-
chio when his nose 
was longest. Espe-
cially, I have little if  
any regard for the 
musings of  Allstate, 

with whom I once worked as an adjus-
tor and who later on were occasional 
clients of  my law firm. 

Allstate was dubbed “All heart” by 
those who had a claim only to have 
their insurance canceled or who were 
at the business end of  a claim against 
the company. But here is what caught 
my eye in an industry advertise-
ment:

“A 16-year-old can’t see an NC-17 
rated movie, drink alcohol or vote -- 
but drive a 5,000 pound car at 60 mph? 
That’s OK.”

Allstate has a point -- a very good 
point. The evidence of  teenage reck-
lessness almost seems to be a daily 
headline. Young kids racing -- two 
people dead. Senior killed by hit-and-
run young driver. On and bloody (lit-
erally) on it goes. 

The police are driven to distraction 
by this epidemic and spend far too 
much of  their time on it. For exam-

ple, every time there’s a hit-and-run 
accident the police must investigate, 
taking them away from other duties 
meaning that teenage accidents com-
pel a use of  police time that would be 
much better spent on other matters. 

Courts seem loath to give out severe 
sentences and find that, like the po-
lice, a disproportionate amount of  
time is spent on cases that wouldn’t 
happen if  the age one can get a driv-
ers’ license were extended to 19. 

The blows to the family, friends and 
communities are hard and the pain 
runs deep. 

As a father who lost a 17-year-old 
daughter due to reckless driving (her 
own), I know about the pain and what 
it so tragically does to the security of  
the family affected.

I’m not one of  those who looks back 
to my teenage days as unblemished 
by any stupid behaviour. Far from it. I 
got my license when I was 16 and was 
technically a good driver (the inspec-
tor said my reactions were in the top 
10 per cent), but had little fear and al-
most no judgment. I was involved in 
several accidents and fortunately no 
one was hurt. We had drag races and 
often played “tag” with another car 
the object being to lose him. Up and 
down lanes and busy streets we went 
– what fun it was, especially when 

homeowners, pedestrians and other 
drivers shook their fists at us. 

I had no business having a driver’s 
license nor did 75 per cent of  my 
friends. (That figure would be higher 
today because when I was a kid, girls 
were much safer than boys – a differ-
ence that no longer exists). 

We kids didn’t hesitate for a moment 
to get behind the wheel because we 
had been drinking. In fact that was 
the situation most times we drove 
our parents’ car full of  our teenage 
friends. Other drugs weren’t fash-
ionable in those days, but with the 
amount of  booze we drank it didn’t 
matter. On a Monday morning when, 
just before school began, we were 
having a cigarette down the alley, you 
could depend upon one kid saying “I 
was so faced Saturday night I drove 
home with one eye on the centre line 
and the other closed.” That would 
usually be matched by an even more 
hair-raising story.

It seems to me we must ask our-
selves a question. Is a driver’s license 
a right or a privilege? Actually that’s 
easy:  the courts have long held that 
it’s a privilege. Now comes the hard-
er question. Do we extend that privi-
lege to people as soon as they are big 
enough to drive a car? The answer 
is ‘no’ because there are lots of  kids 

of  12 who are big enough. It must be, 
then, that we grant the license when a 
person is mature enough and we have 
arbitrarily decided that this happens 
on the 16th birthday. 

We ought to have our collective 
heads read. 

Of  course there are some very re-
sponsible drivers under the age of  19 
and it would be unfair to take away 
their right – I mean privilege – to 
drive. But who ever said life would be 
fair. And is it really that unfair? We 
set all sorts of  rules so we can have 
an orderly society. And, remember 
that here we’re talking about a so-
ciety extending a privilege – surely 
they’re entitled to say “we know that 
many young drivers are good and we 
also know that many older drivers 
are terrible but the issue is public 
safety and a hugely disproportionate 
number of  injuries and deaths on the 
road are caused by drivers under 19.” 
To argue that other drivers are bad 
too is a diversion not an argument.

Move the time to 19 when other perks 
and responsibilities of  adults are 
granted. This may require a special 
“when driving during employment” 
exception. So be it. Let everyone else 
wait until adulthood to exercise a 
very important privilege – driving a 
car and doing so carefully.

How could they tell 
him no? Muammar 
Gaddafi, resplen-
dent in the gold 
brocade robes that 
he probably made 
from his mother’s 
curtains and wear-
ing his usual bug-
eye sunglasses, was 

urging all the other African leaders to 
join him in creating the United States 
of  Africa. The world’s oldest teenager 
had just been made chairman of  the 
African Union, and this was his Big 
Idea.

The African presidents and prime 
ministers heard him out patiently, 
which took some time, for Gaddafi, 
who has ruled Libya for the past 40 
years, is used to people hearing him 
out patiently at quite some length. If  
they are Libyans, they then say “Yes, 
sir. Excellent idea,” so his expectations 
in this department have also grown 
over the years.

The other African leaders were not 
going to say that, and indeed some of  

them had been reluctant to let Gaddafi 
become the head of  the African Union. 
It was North Africa’s turn this year, so 
it was awkward to say no, but on the 
other hand Gaddafi is so eccentric and 
downright bizarre … 

Last August, for example, he invited 
some 200 traditional kings, princes, 
sultans, sheikhs and chiefs from all 
over Africa to come to Libya.  Most of  
these tribal leaders are not wealthy 
men, and joining his “forum of  tradi-
tional leaders” meant free trips and 
lots of  gifts, so they came to Benghazi 
– and dutifully declared that Gadd-
afi was Africa’s “king of  kings.” His 
usual egomania, certainly, but Gaddafi 
(who wore the purple curtains on that 
occasion) was also trying to build sup-
port for his “United States of  Africa” 
project.

Few of  the other African Union lead-
ers who met in Addis Ababa last week 
approve of  Gaddafi’s forum of  tradi-
tional rulers or think that a “United 
States of  Africa” is a good idea. (Ugan-
da even banned a meeting of  Gaddafi’s 
forum last year, on the grounds that 

unelected “leaders” should not claim a 
political role.) But in the end, despite 
all their misgivings, Gaddafi got the 
job of  AU chair anyway.

Once in the chair, Gaddafi lived up to 
his reputation: the summit went into 
an unscheduled fourth day because he 
simply would not stop haranguing the 
other leaders about the “United States 
of  Africa.” They tried to escape by set-
ting up a committee to consider the 
idea and report back in three months, 
but he wasn’t so easily diverted.

At the final evening’s session, Gaddafi 
rambled on for hours about his great 
idea. It was well after midnight when 
Uganda’s Yoweri Museveni walked 
over to him and whispered in his ear 
that it was past everybody else’s bed-
time. As they departed, Gaddafi re-
marked that “silence gives consent” 
– so unless they openly oppose him at 
the next summit, the United States of  
Africa will then automatically come 
into existence.

It won’t. The African Union works 
by consensus, and almost all of  its 53 
presidents and prime ministers think 

the US of  A is a terrible idea. Cynics 
might say that’s just because their own 
jobs would vanish in an Africa with a 
single army, a single currency and a 
single passport. But the men and wom-
en in that room probably had close to a 
thousand years of  political experience 
as African leaders between them, and 
they were not all cynics.

Gaddafi obviously sees himself  as the 
first president of  the United States of  
Africa. He has always felt that Libya 
is too small a stage for his talents, and 
once his early attempts to become the 
leader of  the Arab world failed, he 
turned his attention to Africa instead. 
But that’s only his private ambition, 
and the other AU leaders don’t have to 
make him the president of  the US of  
A. What’s wrong with the idea in prin-
ciple?

It was Gaddafi himself  who pointed 
to the fundamental problem when he 
said, at the same summit, that Africa 
is essentially tribal. Multi-party de-
mocracy leads to bloodshed because 
the parties get tribalized, Gaddafi ex-

To the Editor,
There have been two opposite and 

recurring stories in our local media 
lately. The first has been the loss of  
tens of  thousands of  jobs in the re-
gion and taxpaying citizens under 
extreme financial pressure from a fal-
tering economy. Companies are laying 
off  employees and slashing expenses 
wherever they possibly can just to 
stay in business. Employees are agree-

»LETTER TO THE EDITOR
ing to wage and benefit cuts and short-
er work weeks just to keep their jobs. 
The private sector is in crisis, and all 
indications are it’s going to be an ex-
tended struggle. 

But right in the middle of  the big-
gest economic downturn we have seen 
in decades, there have been weekly 
reports of  employees at almost ev-
ery public sector agency being given 
wage increases. This has been accom-
plished by strikes, threats of  strikes 
or the potential loss of  services to the 
taxpaying public. 

The justification is often comparing 

their wages to other public sector em-
ployees – there is never a comparison 
of  their situation to taxpaying citi-
zens. One group recently turned down 
a 12 percent increase! And when the 
head of  that union was questioned 
by a local TV reporter as to how they 
could possibly do that in these eco-
nomic times, he refused to answer the 
question. 

It doesn’t take an economist to fig-
ure out that when the public sector 
doesn’t recognize the economic real-
ity of  the people who pay their wages, 
that system will eventually implode 

completely. 
And now we find out that our taxes in 

Woolwich are going up another six per 
cent, due in large part to an increase 
in staff. Well, enough is enough: tax-
payers need relief, not more pressure. 
What we need now is tax cuts, not in-
creases, or there won’t be a tax base 
left to pay for anything. We need our 
elected officials and public employees 
to do what we are all doing: contribute 
more and take less.   

Wes Jones
 Elmira

Recession a time for 
tax cuts, not increases
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»OBSERVER Q&A

“Just spending time together 
with my family.”

Vickie Downey »

“Candle light dinner at home 
and a movie in: no kids al-
lowed.”

Melissa Fockler » Grant Beeler »Kris Moore »

“Nice romantic dinner and 
some long stem red roses.”

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

WITH LAST YEAR’S HockEYvILLE WINNER HAvING GARNERED 
2.2 MILLIoN voTES, WooLWIcH  HAS ITS WoRk cuT ouT FoR IT.

“A trip to Vegas.”

Dyer: Little chance 
of unified Africa
» From page 09

What’s the most romantic Valentine’s gift?

To the Editor,
Each week we read 

fresh stories of  out-
raged residents fighting 
against proposed gravel 
operations. One week 
it’s the Inverhaugh Val-
ley, the next it’s Pus-
linch, West Montrose or 
Luther Marsh. The sor-
ry truth is that, through-
out the province, poorly 
planned, badly situated, 
rarely inspected gravel 
pits are running up hid-
den, unaccounted-for, 
unsustainably high en-
vironmental and human 
health costs. 

This is the predictable, 
indeed inevitable, con-
sequence of  the prov-
ince’s outdated, discred-
ited, and unsustainable 
“cheap gravel” policy and 
a “regulatory and policy 
framework for pits and 
quarries [which] does 
not adequately protect 
the environment” (Envi-
ronmental Commission-
er of  Ontario Annual 
Report, 2005–6). Indeed, 
over the years, the ag-
gregate industry has be-
come so powerful in this 
province that even citi-
zens’ most strenuous op-
position rarely succeeds 
in preventing even the 
most egregious abuse.

However, on Nov. 20, 
2008 the Supreme Court 
of  Canada ruled unani-
mously that Canadians 
have the right to launch 
class action lawsuits 
against polluters, and 
that nuisance claims re-

plained, and therefore 
the right model for Af-
rica is his own country, 
Libya, where there are 
no parties and no elec-
tions.

It’s a crude formulation 
of  the problem, but he’s 
right that Africa’s big-
gest problem is too many 
small ethnic groups and 
few big ones. Almost ev-
ery country is a mosaic 
of  rival ethnic groups. 
The political turmoil 
that  it has caused is 
probably the main rea-
son why African coun-
tries, most of  which 
were richer than compa-
rable Asian countries in 
the same empire when 
they got their indepen-
dence 40 or 50 years ago, 
are now far poorer.

One African friend long 
ago suggested to me that 
the only solution was a 
pan-African dictator, a 

Stalin who would kill 
off  all the ethnic dema-
gogues and unify the 
continent under a single 
“African” identity. But 
even Stalin did not suc-
ceed, as the Chechens, 
the Ukrainians, the 
Georgians and dozens of  
other post-Soviet ethnic 
groups demonstrate.

The alternative ap-
proach, which is to build 
a national identity slow-
ly while trying to main-
tain a non-tribalized de-
mocracy, is hard work, 
but it kills fewer people 
and it can succeed in 
the end. The model for 
the African Union is the 
European Union, a rela-
tively loose association 
of  democracies with 
long separate histories, 
not the United States 
of  America with its 
single shared identity. 
It is probably the right 
model.

»LETTER TO THE EDITOR

quire proof  only of  “ab-
normal inconvenience,” 
not of  wrongdoing or 
“fault.” This decision 
constitutes a major vic-
tory for environmental-
ists. The way has now 
been cleared for citizens 
to insist that polluters 
pay for the damage they 
cause, even when they 
have broken no laws. 

The Supreme Court de-
cision could be a game-
changer for residents 
fighting proposed gravel 
operations in Ontario. 
Now, for the first time, 
aggregate operators will 
be forced to consider 
the potential financial 
consequences of  a class 
action lawsuit for dam-
ages when proposing 
gravel operations in en-
vironmentally sensitive 
locations, such as the 
Inverhaugh Valley, West 
Montrose or Luther 
Marsh. 

On Feb. 19 at 7:00 p.m., 
Gravel Watch Ontario 
will present an evening 
with two noted experts 
on environmental law in 
Canada (see www.grav-
elwatch.org/whats_new.
htm for details). This is 
a perfect opportunity to 
learn about how we can 
use the law to help pro-
tect our communities 
and the environment 
from the reckless exploi-
tation of  aggregate op-
erations.

Jim Zimmerman
Inverhaugh

Gravel pits must face stricter 
rules to prevent spreading

VISIT: www.elmirabowl.com
OR CALL: 519-669-2833

LOCATED AT: 15 FIRST ST. E, ELMIRA 

“Maker of Champions”

1 ½ Hours of Bowling
SHOES & A DRINK

10AM - NOON & 3PM - 6PM

learn the basics of bowling and have fun doing it!

February 16th

FAMILY DAY SPECIAL

10 Week Kids League (For ages 7-18)

1 ½ Hours of Bowling

10AM - NOON & 3PM - 6PM

FAMILY DAY SPECIAL

10 Week Kids League 

$10
PER

PERSON

Agricultural 
INFORMATION DAY 

for Farm ers
at the

LINWOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2009

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sponsored by:

Jones Feed Mill &
Linwood Veterinary Services

Refreshments & Lunch Provided • Door Prizes
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»WHEN MONEY’S NO OBJECT

Woodsview Reflexology

519.664.3023519.664.3023
woodsviewreflexology@gmail.com

2023 Lobsinger Line, 
RR#1 Waterloo

Registered Reflexology 
Practitioner

BSc. Honours Kinesiology
Dr Kim Moore

The Centre for Family Medicine
is pleased to be taking new patients

3742 Nafziger Road (in the village of Wellesley)

ARE YOU WITHOUT 
A FAMILY DOCTOR?

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 28, 2009 
from 9:30am to 12pm (weather permitting)

REGISTRATION AT WELLESLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
100 Maple Leaf Street, Wellesley

Phone calls discouraged due to volume
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YOUTH, TEEN, ADULT ROOKIES WANTED

DRIVER SEARCH IS ON NOW!

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

From feed to high-end 
furniture. 

As of  next week, the 
warehouse at 20 Arthur 
St. N. in Elmira, which 
used to house the Mar-
tin Mills store, will in-
stead house furniture 
fit for millionaires.

Elmira resident Kenji 
Orita, owner of  Tiger 
Wood Working, along 
with partner Fergus 
Fantuz, a carver and 
woodworker, last month 
moved his Kitchener 
business to Elmira.

The two men, who pri-
or to this venture ran 
their own independent 
businesses, joined forc-
es after a new owner 
purchased the building 
where they previously 

High-end tastes furnish plenty of work
Recently relocated to Elmira, two woodworking craftsmen specialize in detailed custom creations

rented space in Kitchen-
er and raised the rental 
prices significantly. De-
ciding to bring togeth-
er their specific areas 
of  expertise, the men 
teamed up and will be 
ready for business next 
week.

Orita has years of  ex-
perience making high-
end furniture and in-
teriors, specializing in 
personal libraries and 
dens for wealthy cus-
tomers, many of  whom 
live in Oakville (a re-
cent order for a door 
the men were working 
on, for instance, was 
priced at $2,800). 

Orita, who was raised 
in Japan in a home by 
the ocean, and who had 
a greater knowledge 
of  fishing than any-
thing having to do with 

luxurious woodwork, 
learned quickly when 
he immigrated to Cana-
da years ago.

Fantuz, a graduate of  
Elmira District Second-
ary School, specializes 
in ornamental wood-
carving.

Colonial and Bulova’s 
grandfather clock lines 
are among some of  the 
high profile contracts 
on his résumé. 

“Those companies 
were just strictly feed-
ing me work,” he said. 
Fantuz has also done a 
lot of  ornamental wood-
work for area churches.

Though Fantuz always 
had an interest in carv-
ing, and has been doing 
it for some 20 years, he 
actually tried a few oth-
er careers before land-
ing on woodworking. 

While at EDSS, Fantuz 
thought about going 
into computers, but 
instead, after school 
studied graphic design. 
One day he saw a poster 
advertising a boat build 
for “a guy in Toronto” 
and signed on to the 
project. Fantuz helped 
build the catamaran, 
and has been interested 
in woodworking ever 
since.

While oak might be 
one of  the more com-
mon types of  wood for 
furniture among some 
mainstream circles, 
Orita and Fantuz prefer 
to work with bird’s eye 
maple and mahogany.

“I don’t like the (oak) 
grain; it’s not rich, it’s 
too coarse, too wild” 
said Orita, noting that 
most of  his customers 

ask for mahogany and 
the maple.

Though making exclu-
sively high-end furni-
ture out of  less common 
types of  wood might 
narrow the potential 
client base, it also has 
its benefits said Fan-
tuz.

“The problem is when 
you’re being competi-
tive, and you’re in the 
market where you’re 
dealing with all the oth-
er companies doing the 
same thing, then you’re 
just cutting each other’s 
throat and you don’t go 
anywhere. If  you’re 
dealing with customers 
who don’t ask you how 
much, they just pay you 
what the job requires, 
then you can make 
some money and do 
some nice work,” said 

Fantuz. 
Tiger Wood Working 

doesn’t have a website, 
nor do the men plan on 
doing much advertising: 
the work often comes to 
them. With a solid cli-
ent base already, many 
contracts come through 
word-of-mouth and can 
include anything.

“We could make any-
thing, really – so long 
as they pay our price,” 
Orita quipped, not-
ing that many of  their 
customers are million-
aires, many of  whom 
live in homes that are 
up to 28,000 square feet 
in size.

As for his furniture at 
home, Orita opts for a 
less lavish style.

“We’ve got lots of  
cardboard at home,” he 
joked.

QUALITY INGRAINED Fergus Fantuz and Kenji Orita recently joined forces when relocating their woodworking businesses to Elmira. Both specialize in work for well-heeled customers. pHOTO | MARC MiquEl HElSEN
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»FOOD FOR THOuGHT | OWEN ROBERTS

Local food love affair not shared by all 

Kids on board.
It’s a smoke-free zone.

Smoking in motor vehicles with anyone under 16 
is illegal and the fine is up to $250.

As of January 21, 2009, the Smoke-Free Ontario Act prohibits smoking or having lighted 
tobacco in a motor vehicle while a person under 16 years old is present. Second-hand 
smoke levels in motor vehicles can be up to 27 times greater than in a smoker’s home. It’s 
even a risk on short trips and when the windows are rolled down.

Children who breathe second-hand smoke are more likely to suffer health problems such as 
sudden infant death syndrome, asthma and, later in life, cancer and cardiac disease.

For more information, contact your Public Health Unit or call the INFOline toll-free at 
1-866-396-1760. TTY: 1-800-387-5559. Or visit: www.ontario.ca/smokefree

For help quitting, visit www.smokershelpline.ca or call 1-877-513-5333.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
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The definition of  a 
fair price for food – 
and who determines 
that price – is elusive. 
There’s fair to con-
sumers, fair to proces-
sors and retailers, and 
fair to farmers. When 
one pushes back, the 
other one feels it. 

Take consumers, for example. When 
they push back against prices, retailers 
squeeze processors. 

In turn, processors squeeze farmers. 
Being at the end of  this scenario, and 

having nowhere else to turn, farmers 
then squeeze governments. They re-
spond with support and bailouts. 

And who do governments squeeze? 
Well, they squeeze taxpayers, also 

known as consumers, who started the 
ball rolling in the first place. It’s a vi-
cious, endless circle that society tolerates 
because it thinks farmers can somehow 
produce food for next to nothing. 

But some optimists believe consumers 
might pay extra for food with additional 
benefits. Indeed, that’s what farmers have 

been hoping, as researchers keep finding 
new magic in conventional foods, such as 
whole grains, fruits, vegetables and fish. 
Some of  the compounds in these foods 
and others are linked to disease preven-
tion, even without further processing or 
any other enhancements whatsoever. 

So, if  these foods are being marketed as 
“health” foods, and fetch a premium for 
processors and retailers, shouldn’t farm-
ers get a bigger share? 

It’s a question panelists from urban 
and rural Ontario struggled with at this 
year’s Agri-Food Innovation Forum, held 
in Toronto earlier this week. 

Asparagus grower Brenda Lammens, 
chair of  the Guelph-based Ontario Fruit 
and Vegetable Growers Association, 
warned that if  farmers are pushed to the 
wall on price, innovation is a non-starter. 

As a profession, farmers believe in re-
search. But if  they’re squeezed too much, 
they won’t have enough money to invest 
in the kind of  new technologies that can 
make their farms as efficient as possible, 
and help them keep their prices as low 
as consumers, retailers and processors 
demand. 

Ontarians were starting to care about 
food origins right as the recession dug in. 
Provincially sponsored studies showed 
almost everyone knew the Foodland On-
tario identifier, and the local food move-
ment was catching fire. 

From a retail perspective though, price 
still reigned supreme. Ontario produce 
was not being sold at a premium in gro-
cery stores, despite its attributes and con-
sumer interest. Innovation panel member 
Kim McKinnon, vice-president for On-
tario of  the Canadian Council of  Grocery 
Distributors, said the onus was on the 
agri-food industry the make a case. 

“You tell us why your products are bet-
ter than [imports],” she said. 

Actually, that’s easy. For one, local food 
is fresher. You can keep an eye on grow-
ing practices here. Farmers in Ontario 
pay a fair price for labour. Supporting 
local farmers is like supporting local soc-
cer teams – they’re both part of  the com-
munity. They give back. They even shop 
at your store. And in farmers’ case, they 
also stock your store shelves, or at least 
some of  them, when given a chance. 

McKinnon told the group that retailers 

will support Canadian-grown products 
“unless the price is so uncompetitive it’s 
ridiculous.” 

Hmmm. The price of  tap water versus 
bottled water is ridiculously uncompeti-
tive too, and yet stores stock it and people 
buy it, thinking there may be some health 
benefit (not to mention convenience). 

I don’t think most serious Ontario food 
marketers believe they can or should 
compete by being the cheap alternative. 
By innovating, you add value. Probably 
the best modern examples are omega-3 
eggs and DHA milk, produced through 
research efforts at the University of  
Guelph, sponsored mainly by the On-
tario Ministry of  Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs. These products are made 
in Ontario, they offer nutritional bene-
fits, they sell for a premium and they’ve 
captured appreciable market share. 

At the ground level, these new ideas 
have one thing in common: Ontario 
farmers. You can’t have a food chain, let 
alone a value chain, without farmers’ 
participation, determination and inven-
tiveness. For their efforts, they deserve 
a fair share of  the food dollar. 
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See us at our

NEW
LOCATION

GOOD
AUTO PARTS

81 Arthur St. S. Elmira | 519.669.1533

Same People...Same Product...Same Great Service

OPENING FEBRUARY 23

FOR A FULL LIST OF UPCOMING GAMES
visit www.kings.on.ca

Join us at this week’s game sponsored by:

519-669-2707

OWEN SOUND
GREYS

SUNDAY, FEB 15, 
ELMIRA ARENA 
AT 7PM 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

The Elmira Sugar Kings saw 
both sides of  the spectrum 
last weekend, blowing the 
Owen Sound Greys out of  the 
water with a 12-0 win Feb. 6, 
before losing 6-3 to the Kitch-
ener Dutchmen in Elmira on 
Sunday.

The Kings (20-23-5) are now 
in 17th place in the league, and 
seventh place in the confer-
ence. With four games remain-
ing on the season calendar, the 
Kings are six points ahead of  
the Guelph Dominators, and 
31 ahead of  Owen Sound. This 
season the Kings have out-
scored the Greys 32-10.

Despite their 12-0 shellack-
ing of  the Greys, Sugar Kings’ 
coach Geoff  Haddaway ac-
knowledged that his team’s 
performance against the foun-
dering squad Feb. 6 wasn’t 
perfect. 

“We didn’t actually play very 
well in the first period; I think 
the shots were 8-8 or 9-9 after 
the first period, but really, all 
three of  our shots should have 
been saved, so, a lot of  times 
you go up there you struggle 
with your legs a bit just be-
cause of  the bus ride,” said 
the coach.

It didn’t take the Kings long 
to gain their footing, however.

“After that we really sort of  
got to our game plan and they 
struggled to keep up. We just 
kept pushing the puck in deep 

»JUNIOR B HOCKEY

Kings split another pair of weekend games
Lopsided 12-0 win over Owen Sound followed by 6-3 loss to Kitchener; facing three consecutive matches

– they had a really short bench 
and I think we just wore them 
out.”

And wear them out they did.
Kyle Blaney opened the scor-

ing for the Kings at 2:13 of  the 
first period and the bloodlet-
ting continued well into the 
third and final frame as the 
Kings potted one goal after 
another. Brent Freeman, who 
connected with line mates 
Josh Ranalli and Kyle McNeil 
for a combined 12 points, net-
ted three; Zach Salomon bur-
ied two, and Nic MacEachern, 
Jarred Parent, Jake Jefferies, 
Kyle McNeil, Trent Brown, 
and Shane Smith potted one 
each to make it an unforgiv-
ing 12-0 ravaging of  the home 
side.

Elmira goalie Jake Williams 
earned his second shutout 
of  the season, stopping all 22 
shots he faced.

Next up was a very different 
game against the Kitchener 
Dutchmen in Elmira Feb. 8. 

Kitchener drew first blood 
at 1:20, when Tony Blyde con-
verted on an Andrew Wilson 
pass.

But it didn’t take long for 
Elmira to get back into the 
game, and at 4:29 Paul Thomp-
son, from Salomon and Smith 
made it 1-1.

Kitchener, however, got the 
best of  the Kings in the initial 
frame, adding two more goals, 
courtesy of  Shane Bainbridge 
(Alex McCaffrey and Duston 
Hebebrand) at 5:38 and Blyde 

(Justin Knee) at 18:38.
The second period saw the 

Dutchmen extend their lead 
by a four goal margin, adding 
two more goals to make it a 5-1 
game. Matthew DeJong from 
Justin Knee netted a short-
hander at 3:23 and Todd Mar-
tin (Bainbridge) potted his 

first on the night to make it 5-1 
at 11:12.

The Kings managed to squeak 
one in at 15:07, courtesy of  Ty-
ler Kuntz on the power play; 
Jeff  Zippel and Ranalli picked 
up an assist each.

In the third period Kitchener 
added another goal to its bas-

ket, making it 6-2 at 13:13 on 
the strength of  a Mike Doran 
goal on the power play; Hebe-
brand and Todd Martin picked 
up the helpers.

The Kings battled back to get 
into the game and, convinced 
it wasn’t over, kept pushing. 

PRELUDE TO A GOAL Elmira Sugar King Michael Therrien draws Kitchener goalie Jordan Bowes to his blocker side before back-
handing the puck in for Elmira’s third goal of the night Feb. 8. The Kings lost the home game 6-3.
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See KINGS »15
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»THE NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN | STEVE GALEA

Becoming desperate for open water at this time of year

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

It was a relatively low-scoring 
affair, but the Feb. 7 matchup 
between the Wellesley Apple-
jacks and the North Middlesex 
Stars was a hockey game full 
of  end-to-end action and sus-
pense – right up until the very 
last second. 

Both the Jacks and the Stars 
– each carried the lead at one 
point in the 2-2 regulation tie 
– showed a desire to win and 
battled hard right from the get-
go, providing their fans with 
an entertaining show, which 
ultimately saw the Stars win 
3-2 in a shootout.

“We were consistent through 
the whole game,” said manag-
er Dave Litt after the game. 

“It was a good game, a well 
refereed game, the officials did 
a good job … 3-2 in a shootout; 
it’s a pretty good hockey game 
for people to watch.”

Despite a combined 23 shots 
in the first frame (13 by North 
Middlesex and 10 by Wellesley) 
the game remained scoreless 
until the 3:58 minute mark 
of  the second period. North 

JONI MILTENBURG

After wrapping up their regu-
lar season, the EDSS girls’ 
hockey team headed to an 
elite tournament in Toronto 
Wednesday to see just how 
they stack up before the play-
offs start.

Elmira District Secondary 
School finished the season 
in second place with just one 
point separating them from 
first.

“We tied our last game; if  we 
had won, we would have been 
first. We were very close,” said 
coach John Swatridge. “This 

End-to-end action in Jacks’ shootout lost
GM happy with effort of his team and the exciting hockey on display against Stars

Middlesex’s Jason Thompson, 
from David Reschke, gave his 
team the lead.

The Jacks were hungry, how-
ever, and reacted quickly when 
Read Shantz, assisted by Scott 
Hanley, tied it up at one at 7:25.

The Jacks kept climbing and 
at 15:07, Pat Doyle, from Rob 
Bolger, gave his side the lead to 
make it 2-1.

Offensively, the third period 
was the Jacks’ worst. Conced-
ing 23 shots, and managing to 
unleash just six in return, the 
Jacks saw a lot of  action in 
their own end. Fortunately for 
them, netminder Kent Stoltz 
was on his game, pulling off  
an almost heroic performance, 
blocking dangerous shots left, 
right and centre. 

Indeed, a few times the crowd 
gasped as Wellesley’s blue-
liners were overpowered and 
Stoltz, who stopped 49 of  51 
shots, was left to pull some-
thing out of  the magician’s 
hat, stacking the pads here or 
flicking the glove-hand there.

“I think he’d like both of  the 
goals back, but most goalten-
ders would. I thought he played 
well,” said Litt.

Unfortunately for the goalten-
der, the Stars’ David Reschke 
was able to slip one through at 
16:10 on the power play; Jason 
Thompson picked up the as-
sist. The game was now tied at 
two.

The third period buzzer 
sounded and the teams headed 
into overtime. Again, the of-
fensive contest was dominated 
by the Stars, who showered 
Stolz with seven shots and saw 
just one Wellesley discharge in 
return.

The teams then squared off  
in a shootout. North Middlesex 
netted two, and Wellesley man-
aged just one.

Despite the loss, Litt was 
pleased with his squad.

“We played a very good hock-
ey game today: defensively re-
sponsible. They’re a high scor-
ing team and we held them to 
two goals,” said Litt, noting the 
team will focus on strengthen-
ing its penalty kills in the next 
few weeks.

The fourth place North Mid-
dlesex Stars (24-10-4) have thus 
far in the season potted 179 
goals, 59 more than the last 
place Wellesley squad (8-22-7). 

Though the Stars took the 
edge in the shootout, the Jacks 
felt no remorse in dropping 
a point to one of  the league’s 
better teams, and are feeling 
rather optimistic as they head 

into the playoffs.
 “[We’re] fairly optimistic; 

over the playoffs, if  these guys 
bring this game, who knows 
what could happen? It’s a new 
season.”

TIGHT MATCH Wellesley goalie Kent Stoltz makes a pad save as defenceman Ryan 
Kuepfer looks on in SOJHL action at the Wellesley arena Feb.  7. The Jacks lost 3-2 to 
North Middlesex in a shootout.
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EDSS girls go into hockey playoffs with high hopes
will be a good test in Toronto, 
we’re playing some of  the best 
teams in the province.”

EDSS generally finishes the 
season in first or second, and 
never below fourth place. Swa-
tridge estimates that the team 
is probably the most success-
ful in the league over the nine 
years EDSS has been in it.

This year’s team is a bit dif-
ferent in that it’s younger 
than most; where most var-
sity teams have a majority 
of  seniors, this one has more 
Grade 9s and 10s.

The Wang sisters, both goal-
ies, are in Grade 9 and 10, as 
are a trio of  capable defence 

players.
Swatridge also points to 

Amanda Schwindt, Melissa 
Kaleta and Lauri Reid as the 
“linchpins” of  the defence. 
Up front, Steph Straus, Kailey 
Esbaugh, Sam Nosal and Tori 
Freeman are reliable goal 
scorers.

But Erin Zach is far and 
away the top scorer – not just 
for the Lancers but for the en-
tire league, which she leads by 
more than 10 goals.

The first week of  the playoffs, 
the bottom teams will duke 
it out to determine the final 
eight. EDSS’ second place fin-
ish means they head straight 

to the quarterfinals. 
The girls’ hockey team has 

gone to CWOSSAA almost 
every year and made several 
appearances at OFSSAA, but 
they’ve never returned home 
with a medal. Swatridge 
doesn’t know about their 
chances this year, but he likes 
what he’s seeing from the 
team.

“I would say the last couple 
weeks, they’ve played their 
best hockey,” he said. “We’re 
hoping they continue to play 
like this because they’re play-
ing better now than they did 
all season. If  they continue 
like this, who knows?” 

The Ontario 1 blind curling team, 
skipped by St. Clements’ Norm 
Green, finished second at the Cana-
dian National Blind Curling champi-
onships in Ottawa Feb. 6.
The team started the week on a 

high note by winning the skills com-
petition, which moved them up in 
the standings. 
After losing to British Columbia 

in the quarter-finals, they won the 
semi-final game and faced B.C. 
again in the final round. Team Brit-
ish Columbia walked off with the ti-
tle for the second year in a row, and 
Green’s squad claimed the silver. 
Two members of the team, Jim 

Stephens and Carrie Speers, were 
named to the all-star team.

Silver finish 
for Green team

I know a few anglers 
who truly live for the 
ice fishing season. I 
am not one of  them. 
Oh sure, I’ll put up 
with ice fishing, and 
even enjoy it im-
mensely at times, but 
I’d still rather fish in 
open water any day.

Actually, it’s not the open water I miss 
so much as the chance to use all of  the 
equipment that you accumulate to fish 
in it. 

Ice fishing gear isn’t nearly as much fun 
to use. 

With this in mind, last week, I started 
my mid-winter ritual. This usually be-
gins when I step outside and see my 
shadow for the first time. Actually, any-
one’s shadow will do.

Having accomplished this, I begin orga-

nizing my tackle boxes. Then I’ll tie a few 
flies, and, finally, when no one is watch-
ing, I get all my fly rods out for an inspi-
rational pre-season pep talk. 

I know a lot of  you probably forgo this 
stage but I think that’s a mistake. I find 
that it builds morale – especially if  your 
spouse doesn’t walk in during the open-
ing parade ceremony.

In any case, during our little chat, I’ll 
offer up options for the upcoming open 
water season. For instance, I’ll ask do we 
hit my favourite river for brook trout or 
avoid the crowds and visit a backwoods 
lake for rainbows?

Needless to say, questions like this 
are not easy to answer. In fact, they’re 
charged with politics. I can tell for in-
stance, that the five-weight rods, being 
lighter, are in favour of  the river option, 
while the heavier rods, naturally, want 
to flex their muscles on open water rain-

bows or even early season pike. Typically, 
this starts off  in a very civilized manner. 
Then, question period starts and I find 
myself  wrestling with some fairly good 
points that are being made on either side 
of  the argument. Soon, a few cheap shots 
are taken. And then we get to the point 
where we run the risk of  the whole thing 
deteriorating into a full-fledged donny-
brook. 

Before it gets too ugly, however, I re-
mind them that they are expensive fly 
rods. And, being such, I ask them to be-
have like gentlemen. Generally, that’s all 
it takes.

In the end, an agreement is always ham-
mered out. This year, we’re going to start 
the year’s open water fishing season for 
pike and then rainbows, especially since 
those lakes will lose their ice sooner. 
Then, when the black flies are at their 
thickest, we’ll take a day trip or two in-

side Algonquin Park for brook trout. And 
when we’ve had our fill with that, we’ll 
start a campaign that’s based on trolling 
for lake trout before they go down too 
deep. Between all that, we’ll add some 
turkey hunting, walleye, and panfish.

If  it sounds like my fly rods and I have 
already gone through this exercise for the 
upcoming season, it’s because we have. 
Sure, it took a lot of  negotiation to forge 
this year’s agreement. I had to call in a 
few markers, cajole a bit, and even resort 
to pier pressure – as in, I reminded them 
that I could always use my spin-casting 
rod off  of  the dock.

As always, after collecting all their in-
put and finalizing the plan, I proposed 
the question and asked those who had 
any objections to speak up. For the third 
year in a row, I didn’t hear a single voice. 

Which is good. The last thing I want is 
for things to get crazy.
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SCORECARD »Submit your sports scores to Joni:
jmiltenburg@woolwichobserver.com

WOOLWICH ATOM B GIRLS
Jan. 31
Woolwich 1 Goderich 1
Goal: Erika Morrison (Emily Willms)

WOOLWICH PEEWEE HOUSE 
LEAGUE GIRLS
Feb. 4 – playoffs
Woolwich 4 Twin Centre 0
Goals: Leslie Quinn, Sydney DeRose, Lize 
Schuurmans, Jessica Townsend (Erin Gra-
ham x2, Kendra Yantha, Emily Schuur-
mans, Brooke Davenport, Leslie Quinn, 
Sydney DeRose, Lize Schuurmans)
Shutout: Carrisa Truax, Sarah Brunkard

WOOLWICH PEEWEE B GIRLS
Sarnia Silverstick tournament
Feb. 6 – Game 1
Woolwich 2 Lakeshore 2
Goals: Rebecca Luis x2 (Gillian Olsthoorn, 
Kendra Harold, Landis Saunders)
 Feb. 7 – Game 2
Kincardine 2 Woolwich 1
Goal: Lauren Lawson
 Game 3
Woolwich 1 Clarington 1
Goal: Claire Hanley (Lauren Lawson, Re-
becca Luis)

TWIN CENTRE MIDGET BB GIRLS
Jan. 31
Stratford 3 Twin Centre 1
Goal: Steph Baril (Emily Sanderson, Kori 
Martin)

Feb. 2
Twin Centre 2 Cambridge 0
Goals: Kailey Esbaugh, Steph Baril (Ains-
ley Smith, Laurie Reid, Stephanie Straus, 
Contessa Brenner)

WOOLWICH NOVICE LL #3 
Jan. 31
Woolwich 5 Paris 2
Goals: Nolan McLaughlin x4, Mackenzie 
Willms
Feb. 1
Paris 4 Woolwich 3
Goals: Nolan McLaughlin, Zac Pickard, 
Justin Taylor (Ethan Young, Emma Pogue)
Feb. 8
Woolwich 6 Beverly 1
Goals: Emma Pogue x2, Emmett Bartley 
x2, Ethan Young, Nolan McLaughlin (Zac 
Pickard x2, Mackenzie Willms, Justin Tay-
lor, Ethan Young, Nolan McLaughlin)

WOOLWICH MINOR NOVICE LL #1 BOYS
Feb. 7
LL#1 5 LL#3 0
Goals: Bradley Hale x3, Jacob Code, Brody 
Waters (Brody Waters x2, Bradley Hale, 
Owen Hill-Ring, Corbin Kaufman)
Shutout: Riley Demers
Feb. 8 
Woolwich 11 Ayr 1
Goals: Garrett Reitzel x3, Bradley Hale x4, 
Owen Lucier, Jackson Hale, Jacob Code x2 
(Connor Bradley x2, Owen Lucier, Owen 
Hill-Ring x2, Bradley Hale, Jacob Code)  

WOOLWICH MAJOR NOVICE BOYS

OMHA playoffs
Feb. 7
Woolwich 4 Owen Sound 2
Goals: Sam Davidson, Keanan Stewart 
x2, Liam Hartman (Cade Schaus x2, Tyler 
McBay, Riley Runstedler)
Feb. 9 
Hespeler 4 Woolwich 3
Goals: Liam Hartman, Keanan Stewart, 
Cade Schaus (Sam Davidson x2, Cade 
Schaus, Matthew MacDonald, Kyle Brud-
er, Keanan Stewart)

WOOLWICH ATOM LL #1 BOYS
Feb. 7
Woolwich 3 Wellesley 1
Goals: Jake Lewis x2, Ryan Shantz (Zach 
Pogue, Ryan Shantz)

WOOLWICH ATOM LL #2 BOYS
Feb. 7
Woolwich 8 St. George 2
Goals: Luke Charter x4, Tyler Martin x2, 
Chase Mooder, Nathan Horst (Nathan 
Horst, Alex Turchan x2, Dylan Smith)

WOOLWICH MAJOR ATOM A BOYS
OMHA playoffs
Feb. 7 – Game 6
Woolwich 3 Centre Wellington 3
Goals: Mathieu Fife x2, Danyal Rennie 
(Liam Dickson, Connor Runstedler, Kelby 
Martin, Mitch Waters, Mason Buehler)

WOOLWICH PEEWEE LL #3 
ST. JACOBS LIONS
Feb. 8

Woolwich 2 St. George 1
Goals: Tanner Horst, Colin Hartwick (Aus-
tin Horst, Carson Kyte, Nick Berlet, Brett 
Kaiser)

WOOLWICH TRI-COUNTY PEEWEE
AE BOYS
Feb. 8
Arthur 4 Woolwich 2
Goals: Spencer Inglis, Alex White (Drew 
Hoffer, Mike Martin, Spencer Inglis) 

WOOLWICH MINOR PEEWEE A BOYS
OMHA round robin
Feb. 7 – Game 8
Woolwich 7 Milton 0
Goals: Alex Uttley, Cole Lenaers, Adam 
Jokic x2, Evan Martin, Bradley Mathieson 
and Cole Conlin (Bradley Mathieson x2, 
Harrison Clifford x3, Adam Jokic, Nicho-
las Pavanel x2, Evan Martin, Cole Lenaers, 
Alex Uttley x2, Cole Conlin, Nathan Sch-
lupp)

WOOLWICH MAJOR PEEWEE BOYS
Feb. 9
Woolwich 5 Acton 0
Goals: Alex MacLean x2,Adam Brown, 
Adam Cook, Johnny Clifford (Timmy Shuh 
x2, Adrian Gilles x2, Brady Erb x2, Adam 
Cook, Wes Martin, Jasper Bender)
Shutout: Quade Hunter Rhodes

WOOLWICH BANTAM AE BOYS
Feb. 7
Grimsby 4 Woolwich 2
Goals: Jordan Moore x2 (Sebastien Huber, 

Tyler Fulcher)
Feb. 8
Acton 3 Woolwich 1
Goal: William Frank (Tyler Fulcher, Jordan 
Moore)

WOOLWICH MAJOR BANTAM A BOYS
Feb. 8
Woolwich 2 Burlington 1
Goals: Dalton Taylor, Logan White (Clinton 
Deckert, Shane Young, Brayden Stevens, 
Ryan Ament)

WOOLWICH MINOR MIDGET A
OMHA round robin
Jan. 30
Woolwich 2 Oakville 1
Goals: Ted Sebben, Jake Martin (Brandon 
Nickel, Caleb Bauman)
Feb. 3
Oakville 2 Woolwich 1
Goal: Ted Sebben (Graham Colby) 
Feb. 5
Woolwich 1 Centre Wellington 0
Goal: Ted Sebben (Matt O’Hara, Andrew 
Brubacher)
Shutout: Alex Martin
Feb. 7
Woolwich 7 Centre Wellington 5
Goals: Ben Mitchell x3, Ben Brown, Jere-
my Martin, Ryan Ament x2 (Ryan Bauman, 
Ben Brown x2, Matt O’Hara, Alex Albrecht 
x3, Jeremy Martin x2, Jake Martin) 

WOOLWICH MIDGET AE BOYS
OMHA playoffs

Jan. 31 – Game 2
Grimsby 2 Woolwich 1
Goals: Jake Radcliffe (Mark Fackoury)
Feb. 7 – Game 3
Grimsby 5 Woolwich 3
Goals: Brent Kron x2, Nick Pope (Nick 
Pope, Mark Fackoury, Andrew Moore, RJ 
Good, Matt Dumart, Brent Goetz)
Feb. 8 – Game 4
Woolwich 3 Grimsby 2 OT
Goals: Jake Radcliffe, Brent Kron x2 (Zack 
Barriage, Brandon Brubacher, Mark Fack-
oury, Nick Pope)

WOOLWICH MIDGET A BOYS
Jan. 24
Woolwich 7 Oakville 2
Goals: Ben Aheir, Kevin Howorth, Steve 
Clement, Robbie HInschberger, Troy Bau-
man x3 (Alex Dunn x3, Jon Weber, Rob-
bie Hinschberger, Troy Bauman, Nathan 
Vangerwin, Kevin Howorth, Nick Timmer-
man)
Feb. 2
Woolwich 5 Oakville 1
Goals: Ben Aheir x2, Kevin Howorth, Rob-
bie Hinschberger, Stevie Clement (Kevin 
Howorth, Nick Timmerman x2, Troy Bau-
man x2, Ben Aheir, Robbie Hinschberger, 
Jon Weber, Stevie Clement)

WOOLWICH BEECHEY JUVENILE BOYS
OMHA playoffs
Feb. 8 – Game 1
Southpoint 7 Woolwich 2
Goals: Brian Kron, Trevor Thompson (Zack 
Holle, Brian Kron, Jay Asmussen)

Michael Therrien 
scored a beauty at 16:04, 
cutting in close on Jor-
dan Bowes’ blocker side 
before banking in the 
puck on his back hand, 
threading it through the 
goalie’s glove hand side.

But by this point it 
was too little too late: 
Kitchener successfully 
thwarted Elmira’s des-
perate attempts to re-
verse the course of  the 
game.

“I don’t think we 
matched Kitchener’s 
intensity – no excuses, 
they were just the better 
team,” said Haddaway, 
who praised the effort 
of  his team’s secondary, 
grinder lines.

 “I also thought it 
showed that we have 
some guys on our team 
that escape the lime-
light – like Parent, Salo-
mon and  Thompson – I 
thought they had really 
strong games; I thought 
they were probably the 
most energetic – Tyler 
Kuntz is another guy – 
you don’t hear very of-
ten; they just had really 
solid games and showed 
that if  other guys aren’t 
going they can step 
up and assume bigger 
roles.”

Those players, con-
sequently, saw a lot of  
playing time in both 

games. And that’s some-
thing that wasn’t lost on 
Salomon, a former Cam-
bridge Winter Hawk 
who was acquired by the 
Kings mid-season.

“We’re a fourth line, 
but we know we have to 
work our way up,” said 
Salomon, who plays with 
Thompson, and usually, 
a rotating winger, often-
times a call-up.

“We’re more of  an en-
ergy line and sometimes 
when we keep on work-
ing we get points; we 
sometimes get rewarded 
with a little more ice 
time,” he said. 

“[Thompson] is a good, 
hard worker; he’s a rook-
ie like myself; we both 
know what we have to do 
to move up lines and pos-
sibly get more ice time 
next year and become 
stronger players so, 
we’re both developing 
and are both on the same 
page,” said Salomon, 
noting that if  the Kings 
maintain the same level 
of  hockey in the play-
offs, they should do well 
in the post season.

It’s a busy weekend for 
the Kings, who follow 
a Friday night visit to 
Waterloo with a game in 
Guelph Saturday before 
returning home to face 
Owen Sound Sunday 
night. Game time at the 
Elmira Arena is 7 p.m.

JONI MILTENBURG

In most sports, the effort 
is obvious: the strain 
on a runner’s face, the 
rhythmic bunching 
of  a rower’s muscles, 
the water churning in 
a swimmer’s wake. In 
riding, it’s more subtle. 
The rider directs the 
horse with the smallest 
of  signals, and the mo-
tion should look smooth 
and effortless.

However, it takes the 
same years of  training 
and hard work to get 
to that point. So when 
Becky Neufeld learned 
she was the top senior 
trail rider in Canada 
and Europe for the Ap-
paloosa Horse Club, 
she was elated as any 
competitor whose hard 
work is rewarded.

“It’s just a huge over-
whelming feeling of  
something well done,” 
Neufeld said. “It’s some-
thing I never thought I 
could do.

“For many years, I 
didn’t have good enough 
horses. You watch the 
people on TV and you 
always think you have 
to have money to accom-
plish this, and no, you 
don’t need money. You 
do the best that you can 
do and you work with 
your horse the best that 
you can.”

»EQUESTRIAN PURSUITS

Local woman riding high
Becky Neufeld named top senior trail rider for the Appaloosa Horse Club

TAKING THE LEAD Becky Neufeld of Elmira with her horse, Lincoln. 
Neufeld’s years of hard work were rewarded when she was ranked the 
top senior trail rider for 2008 in Canada and Europe by the Appaloosa 
Horse Club.

Neufeld has been rid-
ing since she was 14, 
first on the quarter 
horses her parents had, 
then on Appaloosas. 

Her current horse, 
Lincoln, is 12 now, and 
Neufeld has had him 
since he was a green-
broke two-year-old. 
With help from her rid-
ing coach, Kris Simp-
son, Neufeld trained 
him herself.

“I took him from a big 
scaredy-cat to being 
able to throw him in the 
horse trailer and go to 
these places and walk 
down huge concrete al-
leyways. He gets into a 
class and he gets looked 
at, he gets noticed, the 
judges like him.”

Lincoln gets three 
months off, from Octo-
ber to December. In Jan-
uary, she starts working 
with him again to get 
him ready for the show 
season. During show 
season, she rides him ev-
ery day, anywhere from 
30 minutes to an hour 
and a half. She works 
him in Western one day 
and English the next, 
to get him used to both 
styles of  command.

From local saddle club 
shows, Neufeld’s moved 
up to larger competi-
tions. In 2007, she won 
the provincial title, a 
feat even more impres-
sive because she’d given 

birth just two months 
earlier to her daughter 
Berlyn.

Neufeld and Lincoln 
were amateur champi-
ons at the provincials 
again this year, an ac-
complishment they re-
peated at the national 
championships in July. 
The national competi-
tion in Brandon was the 
farthest she’s ever trav-
elled with her horse; 

it was a 36-hour-drive, 
non-stop to Manitoba.

Neufeld gives credit 
to her riding coach and 
her husband Andy, who 
looks after their daugh-
ter while she’s showing. 
And she doesn’t forget 
to credit Lincoln with 
doing a lot of  the work.

“It’s just like people 
who do swimming or 
play hockey, he’s my 
passion.”
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Kings: Young and 
unheralded players 
starting to shine
» From page 13
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STEVE KANNON

The concept seemed to lack 
mass appeal – women from 
eight to 80 talking about their, 
um, private bits – but some-
where along the way, The Va-
gina Monologues became a run-
away hit. 

From its New York begin-
nings, Eve Ensler’s show has 
travelled the globe and featured 
hundreds of  celebrity perform-
ers among the many more 
who’ve told their stories. The 
latest production is now play-
ing at Listowel’s Theatre Three-
Eleven. 

Culled from the experiences of  
more than 200 women, The Va-
gina Monologues features a trio 
of  women telling the stories 
from the perspective of  a wide 
range of  women. At fi rst con-
cerned the topic might prove 
too risqué for the theatre’s au-
dience, director Stefanie Web-
ster was eventually convinced 
the time was ripe for such an 
important topic.

“I fi rst read The Vagina Mono-
logues about fi ve years ago. I 
had heard about it and about 
its growing importance over 
the years. However, when I read 
it, I thought that it may be the 
wrong choice for the local audi-
ence: too intimate, with some 
crude and potentially offensive 
language,” she said.

However, with the opening 
last fall of  North Perth Vio-

»ON STAGE

The right part at the right time
Theatre Three-Eleven stages The Vagina Monologues; production is fundraiser for Optimism Place

All saws priced with 15”/16” bars.  
Feature prices are in effect until 
February 14, 2009 at participating 
Dealers.  

STIHL has over 900 authorized, servicing Dealers across Canada - drop in and see your local Dealer today!  

with the power and 
reliability of a STIHL 

chain saw

Experience the Servicing Dealer 
difference.  Not only will your saw 
be ready to use, but our friendly 
staff will make sure you know how 

  .ylefas ti esu dna ylisae ti trats ot
Plus, we service what we sell 
– guaranteed!

 Great performance – great price!

 Rugged & powerful - ideal 
for home or farm

www.stihl.ca

MS 230 Chain Saw
40 cc / 1.9 kW

$329 95

$529 95
 64 cc / 3.2 kW

MS 390

$429 95
 57 cc / 2.8 kW

MS 290

 Big power in a
compact package

WOOD CUTTING

MADE EASY

 

21 Industrial Dr. Elmira

519.669.2884

lence Against Women Resource 
Centre’s Optimism Place, she 
revisited the script and decided 
The Vagina Monologues would 
make an ideal production to 
raise awareness – and some 
funds – about the centre’s rai-
son d’être.

“Anyone viewing the produc-
tion will be left with profound 
insight and a new respect for 
women and their bodies. The 
piece inspires great laughter 
one minute and will induce 
tears the next, but what is per-
haps most astounding is the 
sense of  connection it will in-
spire in its audiences.”

The production is not for 
everyone, however, Webster 
warned. The stories are frank 
and explicit, as is the language 
– some people may not be com-
fortable.

It’s the candidness that has 
made The Vagina Monologues 
a hit since fi rst hitting the stage 
in 1996.

The story, Ensler has said, 
grew from “growing up in a 
violent society – women’s em-
powerment is deeply connected 
to their sexuality.”

Tied deeply to The Vagina 
Monologues is V-Day, a non-
profi t venture that has raised 
more than US$50 million for 
anti-violence groups. Declar-
ing Valentine’s Day as V-Day, 
the goal is to reduce violence 
against women.

With a run that includes Val-
entine’s Day, the Theatre Three-

Eleven production’s timing is 
not coincidental. Some of  the 
proceeds from the presenta-
tion will go to the North Perth 
Violence Against Women Re-
source Centre, and patrons are 
encouraged to contribute to the 
organization, which will have a 
display area at the theatre, she 
explained. Optimism Place is 

Perth County’s only crisis shel-
ter for abused women, with or 
without children. 

Local women, from 17 to 65 
years of  age, will be presenting 
scenes from The Vagina Mono-
logues.

“The cast is an enthusiastic 
group of  local gals who’ve been 
up on our stage before and who 

were more than eager to be a 
part of  this particular produc-
tion,” said Webster.  

The Vagina Monologues run 
until Feb. 21, Thursday through 
Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $15, available by 
phoning 519-291-2033 or 1-877-
455-0552 or by emailing info@
theatre311.com.

GIRL TALK Tara Brennan of Listowel and Crystal 
Daugherty of Waterloo are two of the women 
taking part in the Theatre Three-Eleven produc-
tion of The Vagina Monologues, now playing 
and running until Feb. 21.
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15th Annual Rockway

Live & Silent Auction
Extravaganza

Saturday, February 28
6:30 PM - Free Admission!

110 Doon Road, Kitchener - (behind Rockway Gardens)
Computers/Electronics: Ipod, DVD Player, Digital Camera, TVs, Portable DVD,
Digital Picture Frame, GPS, Portable Hard Drives, Printer, Walkie Talkies...
AutographedJerseys:Leafs -Shenn,Antropov, Tucker

Steve Mason - Columbus
Framed Marcel Dionne - Los Angeles

Sports Equipment: Bikes, Hockey Sticks, Canoe, Canoe Paddles, Snowshoes,
Toboggans, Lacrosse Stick, Cross Country Skis, Unicycle ....
Tickets/Passes: Leafs, Raptors, Blue Jays, Toronto FC, Kitchener Rangers,
Golf & Ski Passes, Wildhawk Basketball Camp, Rockway Sports & Arts Camp....
Camping & Outdoors: Lawnmowers, Camp Stove, Muskoka Chairs, Tents,
Barbecues, Sleeping Bags, Thermarests, Dry Bags, ....
Unique items: 3 Day Fishing Trip for 2 in Beauchene Quebec
LogSplitter,GasPoweredDrill, CustomFibreglassCanoe, Quilts & Comforters,
Portable Generators, Carpets
Arts &Crafts.. Pictures.. Clothing.. Culinary/Kitchen.. Food.. Music.. Household Items..
Legal/Financial Consulting.. Leisure.. Restaurants.. B & B .. Theatre/Show Tickets..
Literature.. Personal Care Items.. Tools (electric & hand tools)..

Full listing at

www.rockway.ca
over
800
items!!

Bring
A

Friend!!!
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CLASSIFIED DEPT. »519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.com

ADVERTISING POLICY |  All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s discretion. 
The Publisher will not be responsible for damages arising out of errors in advertisements 
beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by that portion of the advertisement in 
which the error occured. Please check your ad on the first day of publication. The Ob-
server’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge for the space for one insertion only.

PLACING A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT |  Classified ads can be obtained in person, 
by phone | fax from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-5pm or Friday 8:30am-4pm. Email que-
ries  to classifieds@woolwichobserver.com 24/7 - email will be replied by next business 
day. All classified ads are prepaid by Visa | MasterCard | Debit | Cash | Cheque unless on 
account. Deadline is Thursdays by 10am.

       AD RATES | Residential 20-Word Ad   $7.50   Extra Words 20¢/word   |   Commercial 20-Word Ad   $12.00   Extra Words 30¢/word   |   Bold Headline   Add $1.00 /line   |   Display Ads are quoted individually.

FOR SALE FOR SALE

» Classifieds 
continued 
on page 18.

hELP wANTED

hELP wANTED

Buying or Selling?
You came to the right spot.

TRAINING

112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira

519-669-5551

Elmira’s LARGEST selection
of major brand computers 

Come see our showroom at: 

COMPUTERS 
LAPTOPS

MONITORS 
 SERVICE

Crescent Elmirarar

of major brand computers 

Come see our showroom at: 

COMPUTERS 

 SERVICEand AUCTION

* Wookworking Equipment *
Retirement Liquidation

AUCTION

Sat.   Feb 18th    4:30pm

M.R. Jutzi & Co
www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

No Buyer’s Premium!!

M-K WOOD PRODUCTS
101 Bedford Rd., Kitchener

— to be held ON SITE at —

VIEWING: Wednesday February 18th, 2009 - 2pm to Sale Time
TERMS: $500.00 Cash Deposit Required on Each Major Item, Balance 

in 24 Hours by Cash or Bank draft, or as announced

Delta 10” Radial Arm Saw * General 10 cabinet Table Saw c/w Excalibur Fence
Delta 20” Thickness Planer * Poitras 8” Jointer/Planer * Edge Belt Sander
Toolex 14” Wood Bandsaw * 2-Portable Dust Collectors * Bench Grinder

HETICH Hinge Borer/Press * Delta Radial Drill Press * 35+ Bar/Pipe Clamps
8+ Rockwell/Bosch Routers * 4+ Trim Routers * Carbide Router Bits
Woodworkers Work Bench * Elec Hand Planers * Door Lock Set Jig

Sudhoff Compact edge Bander * Compair 5hp Shop Compressor * Drill Bits
Factory Carts * Bench Vises * Shop Vacs * 20+ Quick Clamps * Makita Nailers

Homelite ‘54’ Chain Saw * Makita power Saw * Makita Port Grinder
Makita Cordless Drills * Ryobi 18v cordless drill/ Saw Set * Hilti Guns

PARTIAL LIST ONLY

— At Borden St., Kitchener—

SAVOIE
TRAINING
SERVICES

Fergus, Ontario

1.519.843.7873
1.888.443.7873
From 8:00am - 8:00pm

Z ENDORSEMENT COURSE
12 HOUR COURSE

(Given over a 2-day period)
Valid G license or higher required

Next Courses:
Tues & Wed 

February 17-18, 2009
Fri & Sat 

March 6-7, 2009
Also Available
AZ Tractor-Trailer
DZ Straight Truck
Call now to reserve your spot.

All in-vehicle training 
is one on one

P L A C E S 
O F  F A I T H                   LOCAL CHURCH                               SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTED

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

Pastors Steve & Beth Fleming
850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale  744-7447  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS, 8:30 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS, 7:00PM
(with Childrens’ Programs)

IMPACT YOUTH: Fridays, 7:30pm
TWENTY20: Sundays, 7:00pm 
(2nd & 4th Sundays monthly)

519-745-2411 
www.bloomingdalemennonite.com

B
M C

Pastor: Mary Mae Schwartzentruber
Sundays - 9:45 am Family Worship Service

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages

519-669-5030

Sunday Worship
9:15 am - 10:15am

“Making Faith
Live”

Faithsteps 10:30am - 11:50am

519-669-3973
www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)

JOIN US
SUNDAYS

AT
10:30AM & 6:30PM

519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday, February 15, 2009 
9:15am & 11:00am

“An Eternal Perspective”
Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Sunday School
During Worship

Minister:
Rev. Dave Jagger

Sunday Worship: 10:55am

Trinity United Church
ELMIRA

Visit our new website on: www.wondercafe.ca  

519-664-2311

Upbeat Family  
Worship & 

Sunday School  
10:00 am

CALVARY UNITED
St. Jacobs

Welcome to

www.elmiracommunity.org
519-669-1459

SUNDAY, FEB 15, 2009

Sundays @ 10:30am
John Mahood PS

SUNDAY, FEB 15, 2009SUNDAY, FEB 15, 2009

RELATIONSHIP RESCUE
fi nding the lifeline of Hope

Back To The Basics

519-669-3387

S. T 
C C

No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!
Celebrate Eucharist with us

Mass times are: 
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

Production Manager
Layer Farm

River Valley Poultry Farms Ltd., 
Newburgh, Ont.

Here’s an exciting opportunity for an 
individual with demonstrated leadership, 
communication and organizational skills. 
Enthusiasm, reliability and the ability to 
motivate a team within the barns in this 
fast-paced, hands-on farm environment are 
essential. Mechanical knowledge and 
experience in poultry, dairy or hog farming 
are definite assets. This full time position 
offers a competitive salary, benefit and 
pension plan, plus a work vehicle. Must be 
willing to relocate to vicinity of farm; family 
home available for the right individual. 
Interested candidates should apply with 
resume by email to pembury@sympatico.ca 
or fax to 613-378-1646.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 2009-05
For Fitness/ Sport Medicine/ Complimentary Services

The primary objective of the Request For Proposal; is to obtain proposals for 
the establishment and operation of a fitness centre in the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre (WMC) in Elmira however the additional services of sport medi-
cine or other complementary services to a fitness centre are encouraged.  For 
more information go to our website www.woolwich.ca 
SEALED PROPOSALS will be received by the Director of Finance & Treasurer 
at the Finance Department, Main Floor, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, On-
tario, N3B 2Z6, until 2:00 P.M. local time on Friday April 17, 2009.

Requirements and proposal forms may be obtained from the Township of 
Woolwich, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z6, Telephone 519-
669-1647 ext 6014, Fax 519-669-9348 or Email dennisk@woolwich.ca.

As its best interest may appear, the Township of Woolwich reserves the right 
to, at any time during the selection process, reject any or all proposals, either 
in whole or in part.

Richard Petherick
Director of Finance & Treasurer

Township of Woolwich

PROPOSAL REQUEST

hELP wANTED

Parts Manager And   »
Parts Counter person  re-
quired for our increasingly 
busy Parts department. 
Agricultural knowledge 
an asset but not a  re-
quirement. Please apply 
in if you want to be  part 
of the stable agricultural 
service business.  Bring 
or send resume to:  Car-
son Brown at Stoltz  Sales 
& Service, 6805  Line 86 
W., Elmira, N3B  2Z6 or 
email:  cbrown@stoltz-
sales.com

Help Us Grow Our  »
Business! Require mo-
tivated,  teachable per-
son to assist with growing 
financial  services busi-
ness. Training provided. 
Call            519-489-2591 
for more  details.

wORK wANTED

Landscaping  » - Need  
help with spring mainte-
nance, lawn and flower  
beds (weeding)? Apply  
now, make arrangements  
come spring. $8 -  $10/
hour. Call afternoon  or 
evening 519-664-2657.  

FOR SALE

43’ Park Model  » Trailer  
for sale $39,900. 1989  
Northlander Supreme  
12’X43’ with 12’x30’ fac-
tory addition, sun porch,  
covered rear deck, storage 
shed, fridge, stove,  air con-
ditioner. Clean  condition 
with numerous  updates. 
Located on a  shaded lot 
with paved  driveway in 
GreenAcre  Park, Waterloo. 
Must be  vacated 2 months 
in the  winter. Park rental 
may  be continued, or trailer  
may be moved to your  lo-
cation. 519-575-6314.

Hip Barn Roof  » (classic)  
109ftx32ft, hand made  
truss, double wide, origi-
nal 2x4, 6, 8, etc. Tobacco 
scaffold complete,  Conk-
lin lumber, bottom to  top 
and 1946 plus WW2  gal-
vanized steel needs  only 
paint. 1pc. move  possible, 
to move to new  foundation 
or disassemble. Must see 
to appreciate strength. 
Also 40x60ft  barn, 1934, 
barn Board,  beams, 1963 
galvanized  roof. Phone  
519-984-2604 Kingsville.

W e l c o m e  T o  O u r  »
Spring  Fabric Sale at 
Frocks N’  Fabrics. A large 
selection  of fabrics at re-
duced prices. Tuesday, 
February  17 - Saturday, 
February  28. Monday - 
Saturday 9  a.m. - 8 p.m.  
519-846-9250.

ChILD CARE

Childcare in Winter- »
bourne. Seeking  pre-
school child to share  care 
in our  health-conscious 
home,  by our skilled,  
teacher-educated nanny,  
with our 3-year-old  daugh-
ter. 519-664-1411.

hAY & STRAw

Hay For Sale.  » Alfal-
fa  timothy mix, no rain, 
big  square and round 
silage  bales. Call Tony              
519-638-5331.

FARM SERVICES

FARM MACHINERY   »
REPAIRS ETC. Woodside 
Welding,  519-698-2683.

wANTED

Adults with high  » blood  
cholesterol NOT on  cho-
lesterol-lowering medica-
tions needed for University 
of Guelph OAT  CEREAL 
study. Financial  compen-
sation.  519-824-4120 
ext. 58081  or oatsudy@
uoguelph.ca

PETS

Save 40% Off  » Pet Coats  
and Boots. Up to  50%  
Off select apparel, beds  
& more!  Creature Com-
fort Pet Emporium, 1553  
King ST. N., St. Jacobs.         
519-664-3366, www.crea-
turecomfort.ca

AUTOMOTIVE

2008 Dodge Avenger   »
SXT  4dr.  2.7L V6 Auto   
Trans. AM/FM CD Radio,  
pw. pdl. Tilt/cruise, alum.   
road  wheels, finished 
in   Lt. Sandstone. Only   
31,397 kms. Sale Priced  
$ 16,900. Voisin Chrysler,   
519-669-2831.
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Community Information Page
TEL: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613  
 FAX: 519-669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
519-575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 24 CHURCH ST. W.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to adopt the 
following 2009 budgets as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as 
amended:

at its regular meeting on February 24, 2009 commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, Municipal Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

Richard Petherick, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

TOWNSHIP OFFICE CLOSURE
The Township Office will be closed on Monday February 16th, 2009 for Family Day.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING 
YOUR 2009 INTERIM TAX NOTICE

DUE DATES:  Friday, March 6, 2009 (first Installment)
                           Friday, May  8, 2009 (second installment)

PAYMENTS
financial institutions, online or telephone banking, interact payments, mail, and at the Municipal Of

(off Maple St.)

MONTHLY PRE-AUTHORIZED PLAN

the Township office immediately to ensure that no further payments will be taken from your account. 

QUARTERLY PRE-AUTHORIZED PLAN/ EQUAL PAYMENT PLAN: The installments to 

MORTGAGE COMPANY PAYMENT PLAN:  If your mortgage company is responsible for 

changed mortgage companies, notify the Township office immediately.   We will amend our records 

ing payments on your behalf, remit your bill directly to the mortgage company for payment.   If you 

ARREARS
end only.  If you are paying a bill that includes arrears after March 1st, 2009 additional penalty and 
interest will apply.  Please check when making payment for total due to ensure that further charges 
will not apply on your account.

DIDN’T RECEIVE A BILL

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED BUILDING ALERT

ASSESSMENT INFORMATION:

Marion Pollard, CMTP (A)
 

USE OF TOWNSHIP PROPERTY #76-2006

TOWNSHIP PROPERTY

building, or structure.

1. No person shall throw, drop, place, or otherwise deposit refuse or debris, or any other 

in garbage or other refuse receptacle placed by the Township intended for the collection 
of garbage, paper, cans, rubbish, or similar items of refuse. 

pedestrian way within the Township unless for the purpose of maintaining such sidewalk 

at www.woolwich.ca. 

MEDIUMEASY

hOw TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a few numbers to get you started. 

REMEMBER: you must not repeat the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column or 3x3 box.
Find the answers to this week’s puzzles on page 23.    

BY THE NUMBERS

©2009 Cathedral Communications Inc.

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

2004 Dodge Ram  »
1500  SLT Quad Cab 
4X4 -  5.7L hemi, auto, 
pwr windows, pwr door 
locks,  pwr driver seat, tilt/
cruise,  AM/FM CD radio. 
Finished in Lt. blue. ONly  
62,000 kms. Sale Priced  
$16,900. Voisin Chrysler                      
519-669-2831.

2005 Dodge Gr.  » Cara-
van  SXT - 3.8L V6 auto 
trans,  fully equipped in-
cluding  Stow N Go seat-
ing, O/H  console, rear air/
heat,  pwr door group, pwr 
driver seat, pwr. adj. ped-
als,  AM/FM 6 disc CD ra-
dio,  one owner. Finished 
in  linen gold. Only 52, 
652  kms. $14,900. Voisin  
Chrysler 519-669-2831.

» From Page 17

2007 Jeep Command- »
er  Limited 4X4 - 5.7L 
MDS,  auto trans, fully 
loaded  including leather 
seats, 3  sunroofs, trailer 
hitch, 7  passenger seat-
ing, finished in black. Only 
32,000  kms. Sale Priced  
$28,900. Voisin Chrysler  
519-669-2831.

2008 Dodge Gr.  » Cara-
van  SE - 3.3L V6, auto 
trans,  fully loaded in-
cluding  Stow N Go seat-
ing, rear  air/heat. Pwr 
driver seat,  finished in 
black. Only  30,532 kms. 
$18,900.  Voisin Chrysler,  
519-669-2831.

RENTALS

Elmira - Living Ac- »
commodation for mature 
single Christian girl. Non  
smoker, no pets. Shared  
kitchen, private bath &  
rec room. 519-669-3996,  
after 5 p.m.

St. Jacobs - Upscale   »
apt. in village core. One 
+  bedroom, controlled 
entrance, includes 5 ap-
pliances, ensuite laun-
dry,  A/C. 1,064 SF. Rent  
$1,200 per month  (utili-
ties extra). Available  im-
mediately. Steps away  
from excellent shopping,  
restaurants, theatre, na-
ture trails. 519-664-2293  
ext. 322.

COMM/IND FOR 
RENT

Elmira Store -  » Main  
Street. 1560 sq ft. plus  
unfinished basement with  
shelving, front & rear en-
trances. Move in condi-
tion. $1170.00/mth. plus  
utilities and taxes. Coach  
House Realty Inc. Broker-
age. 519-669-5431.

100%
Local.
Period.

»CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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Paula paid 68¢ for
some apples. She

gave the clerk $1.00.
Circle the coins

needed to make the
correct change.

LINCOLN

NEIGHBOR

CANDLE

HONESTY

SLAVERY

CIVIL

FASTER

ABRAHAM

RAIL

QUALITY

ROAD

CABIN

CHORES

PIG

D

T

R

L

I

A

R

L

T

E

I

C

E

D

P

I

G

S

L

L

I

A

V

N

F

B

E

K

A

V

P

C

A

A

D

N

C

U

I

O

S

D

L

C

O

A

Q

L

T

P

Y

A

S

H

H

N

E

I

G

H

B

O

R

S

R

C

H

O

R

E

S

R

M

A

H

A

R

B

A

A

Y

Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

H

Y

E

N

I

B

A

C

Y

Look through
today’s newspaper or

e-edition for
10 or more

adjectives that
describe Abe

Lincoln. Use them in
a paragraph telling

about his childhood.

                           One day, a neighbor gave Abe a baby pig.
The little pig and Abe loved each other. Everywhere that Abe
went, the pig was sure to go. By late summer, Abe could ride
on the pig’s back.

Fall arrived and with it, a sad announcement from his father.
The pig was needed to feed the family over the winter. Abe
was so upset, he ran away and hid in the woods for two days.
But even that didn’t save his poor pig from the dinner table.

February 12 marks the 200th
birthday of Abraham Lincoln.

Lincoln was president during the
Civil War and made the
Emancipation Proclamation to
free people from slavery.

Lincoln is remembered for his
adult achievements. But what was
he like as a kid?

Today, Kid Scoop takes a look at
the kid who grew up to be a great
man in American history.

                                  Abe learned early on about cruelty in the
world. One of his boyhood homes was built alongside a road.
On occasion he saw chained slaves walking past his house. It
angered him to see people treated like that.

At school, Abe was taller, faster and stronger
than the others. Other boys quarreled.
Not Abe. He settled quarrels.

Abraham Lincoln grew up
in a log cabin that had a
dirt floor and no electricity
or plumbing. Everyone in
the family did chores. By
the time he was six, he
fetched water from the
creek, swept out the
fireplace, pulled
weeds in the
garden and
gathered nuts.

                                      Abraham Lincoln had many nicknames
in his lifetime. Do the math problems next to each nickname.
The names next to even numbers are the names people called
him. Cross out the names next to odd numbers. These are NOT
any of Abe’s nicknames.

As a young man, Abe worked
at a country store. One time,

he discovered that he’d
overcharged a customer. He

closed the store and walked a
long distance to return the extra
money. This is one of many

stories about Abe’s honesty, a
quality for which he is often

remembered.

In 1927, a man by the name of
Gutzon Borglum started ______
one of the world’s largest
sculptures. Over the next 14
years he carved the _______ of
four presidents out of the side of
a mountain called __________
Rushmore. The faces of
________________ Washington,
Jefferson, Roosevelt and Lincoln
are each more than five _______
high. Borglum finished it just
before his death in 1941.

Abe loved learning, but had only
one year of schooling. He was
primarily self-taught, often
reading by the dim illumination
of a gaslight or candle. Abe
thought carefully before
answering questions. Some
people thought he was slow
minded. Not true. He simply took
time to think things over before
speaking.

Replace the missing words from
the following paragraph.

Write a short essay that
explains why learning about
Abraham Lincoln is important.
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HOME HUNTERS »

Magni�cent 
A must see, maple cabinets, hardwood 

and stairs, huge foyer feat ceramic 
�oors & cathedral ceiling, open concept, 

walkout from kitchen to back deck.  
Beautifully landscaped prop. asphalt 

drive to insul 720 sq ft shed with hydro 
& plumb.  Finished basement. Walking 
distance to golf course & curling club, 
oversized dbl garage, 45 yr shingle, 

extra attic insulation, the extras are too 
many to list. MLS.

Immediate Possession  
Move right in to this beautiful quailty 

built bungalow featuring 9’ and 
vaulted ceilings, arches, 18” ceramic 

throughout foyer and kitch, great 
room & dining area features beech 
hardwood �rs, maple cabinets with 

no slam drawers, breakfast bar.  
Master bedrm leads to gorgeous 5 
piece bath, Dbl garage, extra ht in 

basement, main �r laundry. 

This Exceptional Home  
Is located in the quiet community of 

Elmira, quality at every  corner 
throughout this beautiful home, 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, fantastic 

maple kitchen, cozy family room with 
gas �replace, Master bedroom with 
deluxe ensuite, extra height ceilings 
including basement.  Double garage.  

This home is not fully �nished but 
photos re�ect the proper appearance. 

Beautiful!!!  
Location, lot, extras & quality makes this 

property a must see, ceramic in foyer, 
kitch & bathrooms.  Hardwood in livrm 
& dinrm, kitch features pantry & cherry 
cabinets with glass doors, 9’ ceilings on 

main �r, 10’in mast bedrm, covered 
deck with composite board.  Exposed 

aggregate on porch & driveway.  Double 
garage with stairway leading to 

�nished basement that features rec 
room and excercise rm.

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday Feb 15, 2-4pm

$424,900 | 11 Coral Gables, Elmira

$695,000

$449,000

$549,000

 Buy or Sell with Paul and support your local school

Back Up the Truck and Unload 
THIS FULLY FINISHED BEAUTIFUL 

TOWNHOME IS FOR YOU!  HURRY IT 
WON’T LAST LONG!  Open concept 

main�oor includes breakfast bar and 
pantry with sliding doors leading to 

deck.  Large family room with gas 
�replace and upgraded carpet.  Spacious 

Master Bedroom with ensuite and 
walkin closet.  Professionally �nished 

basement features gas �replace.  
SHOWS “AAA” appliances incl. $249,000

Paul Martin
Sales Representative

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

ADDRESS: 180 Weber St. S., Waterloo 
DIRECT................519-503-9533
OFFICE ................519-888-7110 
WEBSITE: www.remaxsolidgold.biz          EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker of Record

SHANNA
ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

MONIQUE
BRUBACHER
Sales Rep.

DARREN 
ROMKEY

Sales Rep.

ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICESIndependently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 1, Elmira

N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

THIS WEEK'S FEATURE PROPERTIES

WEBSITE: www.royallepage.ca
EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca

Further Information:

OPEN HOUSE | SUN 2-4 PM
16 PINTAIL DR. ELMIRA

$289,900 | Welcoming home for the 
growing family, appliances fireplace, 
family and rec room.  Mature yard; great 
opportunities.  MLS.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY & SUNDAY 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
35 and 42 ROBERTA STREET, ELMIRA

 PARADIGM 2 STOREY AND MODEL BUNGALOW HOME
Homes starting at $312,000. Beautifully appointed homes offering many designs 
and styles, superior kitchens, ensuite baths, fireplace and HRV are some of their 
standard features. Located near the new Rec Centre, schools and downtown. Visit 
our open house or make an appointment.

OPEN HOUSE | SAT 2-4 PM
14 ROBERTA ST., ELMIRA

BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED
$324,900 ELMIRA  | Almost new, many 
upgrades, features hardwood flooring, 
vault ceilings, open staircase, custom 
kitchen, 6 appliances.  MLS.

IMPRESSIVE 4 BEDROOM HOME 
$367,900 ELMIRA | Spacious 2200sq. ft., 
2-storey plus finished basement; many up-
grades and extras, gas f/p; separate dining 

room; master ensuite; ++++ MLS.

EXCELLENT LINK HOME
$218,900 | ELMIRA. Only attached by the 
garage, spacious foyer, bright living room, 
kitchen & dinette, appliances included, neutral 
décor, walkout to fenced yard, large master 
bedroom, cheater ensuite.  MLS.

COME HOME TO COUNTRY LIVING
$289,000 DRAYTON | This is a fully finished 
4 bedroom bungalow on a very large lot 
overlooking pristine green space and features a 
cedar deck, professionally landscaped back yard, 
patio and 2 wood-burning fireplaces. MLS.

GREAT FAMILY HOME
$257,000 WELLESLEY | Just listed!!  Bright 
spacious home on a quiet street; finished 
basement; deck; backyard oasis with perennial 
gardens; deep treed lot; many updates; NEW 
MLS.

BUNGALOW WITH 
FANTASTIC VIEW

$353,000 ELMIRA | Very well maintained 
home in Elmira.  Quiet dead end street. 3+ 
Bedrooms, 2 Bath.  Full walkout basement, 
triple+ drive.  NEW MLS.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
$399,000 ST. CLEMENTS | Solid 2 storey brick 
building; 3 apartments up and main floor retail; 
close to Farmer's Market and new WalMart; busy 
road and lots of parking; MOVE YOUR BUSINESS 
HERE!!! New MLS.

PETER BENNINGER 
REALTY

Kelly Ruston
Sales Representative
Kelly Ruston

Sales Representative
Kelly Ruston

519-742-5800
508 Riverbend Drive, 

Kitchener
Independently Owned & Operated Brokerage kellyruston@coldwellbanker.ca

Better then new!
Lots of upgrades and features with 
3 levels fi nished.  Great neighbor-
hood next to new recreation centre.  
Large kitchen with island and tons of 
cabinets.  Cathedral ceiling and gas 
fi replace in the great room.  Spacious 
open concept layout.  4 bedrooms.  
Luxury ensuite with corner soaker tub 
and separate shower.  You will be im-
pressed!!!  Check out the virtual tour 
online.  MLS 0911177.

VALUE HERE 
- MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE! 

This Palmerston home will surprise you!  
Immaculate & tastefully decorated.  Just 
bring furniture and live!  This home has 
everything you need & some ‘luxury’ items 
on your ‘want’ list.  4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
mn flr laundryrm, fireplace, whirlpool tub, 
lg bright eat in kitchen w/lots of cupboards, 
dishwasher, central air, hardwood flooring 
top & bottom.  Redone from head to toe - 
drywall & insulation too!  Call Edith or Kathy 
to view 519.343.2124 MLS 0831982.

Coach House Realty  
 Inc. Brokerage 

OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

159 William St., Palmerston
(Across from Home Hardware)

*SALES REPRESENTATIVES: 
Edith McArthur * 519.638.2509 
Kathy Robinson * 519.343.4816

$179,900

PRIVATE, PICTURESQUE 
14.2 ACRE PARCEL

Not many properties like this.  Great 
location just 3 miles from Palmerston on 

paved road.  Split entry open concept home 
w/ 3 bedrms, 1.5 baths, spacious eat-in kit 

& greatroom, lg familyrm w/ fieldstone 
fireplace w/insert.  Detached shop 24x48 w/ 
14ft ceiling & 14x12 roller door, shed 28x29 
w/hydro.  Call Edith 519.741.6791 or Kathy 

519.343.4816 to view.  MLS 0914112.$369,000

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI  
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL  
NORRIS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

TRACEY
WILLIAMS
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519-505-0627

MOVE IN!  New home w/
walkout bsmt!  3 baths (ensuite). 
Large kitchen.  Maple cabinets, 
hardwood.  Lots of upgrades.  
MLS. $355,000.

NEW HOME open concept main 
flr w/cathedral ceiling.  Ceramic 
in entry, kitchen & baths, 
APPLIANCE PKG INCLUDED 
(3). MLS $274,900.

DRAYTON - SPACIOUS 
4-level back split. Oversized 
kitchen -walkout to covered 
deck & deep lot.  3+1 bedrooms, 
2 baths, dble garage.  MLS 
REDUCED TO $229,900.

OPEN HOUSE

3  B E D R O O M  B R I C K 
BUNGALOW - w/ updated flring.  
Gas f/p in rec. rm, updated furnace.  
Bsmt potential!  Large rear yard, 
shed w/hydro.  MLS. $239, 900. 

GREAT FOR FIRST TIME 
BUYERS 3 bdrms, ensuite and 
w/i closet.  Open concept mn flr. 
with w/o to cedar deck.  Mn flr. 
laundry.  MLS. $217, 900. 

SUN. FEB 15th,  1-3 PM 
71 Edward St. S., Drayton

INVESTMENT PROPERTY 
well maintained 5 plex, always 
fully occupied! Shows a good 
return on your investment! MLS. 
REDUCED TO $499,000.

CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN Side 
split offers a huge rec. room w/
fireplace & w/o to large deck.  
Updated furnace & central air.  
Deep lot.  MLS. $289,900.

WELCOME TO HOCKEYVILLE!!

TOGETHER WE CAN GET YOU MOVED INTO YOUR “FOREVER HOME”!

Kempston & Werth 
Realty Ltd.
Elmira, ON

CELL 519.575.1515
OFFICE 519.669.9346
FAX 519.669.9446
sararonson@hotmail.com

• www.kempstonwerth.ca

Kempston & Werth Kempston & Werth 

• www.kempstonwerth.ca

Sara Ronson
Sales Representativewww. .com

IN PRINT | ONLINE | IN PICTURES | IN DEPTH
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Mike

519.669.9160
Cell: 519.998.4094

P A I N T I N G

Over 15 Years Experience

PAINTING

CARPET CARE CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

E L M I R A

PHOTO

519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOM FRAMINGCONSTRUCTION CRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DYNAMIC BALANCING

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

GENERAL CONTRACTING
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

CONSTRUCTION INC.

NEW!

C t e L
P t
ea C R r eaning
re R e r

C R R

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

For Home and Office

Green
Cleaning Supplies

NOW
OPEN
NOW
OPEN

GLASS SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

SERVICE PROS »EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

WORD-UP »SOLUTION FOUND ON PAGE 18 

CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE OBSERVER                                              ©2009

AUTOMOTIVE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira 519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

519.669.8330
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

AUTOMOTIVE

CARPENTRY

JOHN GROSHAW
7449 8th Line 
Drayton, ON

519-669-5588
(cell) 519-897-6238

GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY
GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY

 

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

A C R O S S
1. Unit of pressure
5. Breakfast cereal
11. Cooking meas.
14. Dwarf buffalo of the 
Celebes
15. Prod
16. “Look here!”
17. Levelheaded
19. Certain theater, for short
20. The Great White North
21. Came to
23. Cherished
26. Marked by aggressive 
ambition
28. Unprecedented manner
32. ___ Victor
33. “The ___” (Uris novel)
34. “___ Town Too” (1981 hit)
35. “Buona ___” (Italian 
greeting)
37. Handy
39. Biblical birthright seller
43. Toni Morrison’s “___ Baby”
45. “What’s ___?”
46. Businesses: Abbr.
47. Languages spoken by 
Amerindians
53. Immediately coming night
54. “Come in!”
55. Nearby
56. Unanimously
60. ___ maison (indoors): Fr.

61. Deprive of strength or 
vigour
66. Decline
67. Followed
68. Heavy, durable furniture 
wood
69. Not just “a”
70. A council convened to 
discuss ecclesiastical business
71. Mysterious: Var.

D O W N
1. Bit
2. “Walking on Thin Ice” 
singer
3. Brouhaha
4. Ill will
5. Atomic particle
6. Used as fertilizer, animal 
feed & plastics
7. “Good grief!”
8. Colorful wrap
9. Auction offering
10. Hurried or hasty manner
11. Doughnut-shaped object 
enclosed by a torus
12. 100 agorot
13. Offensive term for the 
practices and rituals of the 
Roman Catholic Church
18. Break
22. Invitation heading
23. Stickers

24. “___ bitten, twice shy”
25. Bandy words
27. Not given a fi nished form by 
or as if by hewing
29. A service conducted in a 
house of worship
30. “Dig in!”
31. Believed by Muslims to 
inhabit the earth and infl uence 
mankind by appearing in the 
form of humans or animals
36. Courtyards
38. “Fantasy Island” prop
40. “Beat it!”
41. Bang-up
42. The Beatles’ “Back in the 
___”
44. Plastic over the tip of a 
shoelace
47. “Finally!”
48. Cabbage
49. Confi ne
50. Come by
51. “Agreed!”
52. Hereditary
57. ___ Fjord
58. Breezed through
59. Water soaked soil
62. ___ Day
63. Athletic supporter?
64. Ring bearer, maybe
65. Blue hue
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AUTOMOTIVE

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

SERVICE PROS »EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

SELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

SEPTIC

Waterloo Region • Wellington County

519-648-3004  or  519-896-7700
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

ShARPENING

See store for details.

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING
HEADQUARTERS

Knife and Scissor Sharpening

Have your skates
sharpened with us
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

PLUMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

A scientific rationale for not sticking tongue to metal fence
»STRANGE BUT TRUE | BILL & RICH SONES

SIGNAGE | VINYL & DIGITAL

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Signs & Banners

Vehicle Lettering

Logos & Graphics

Large format printing

Decals & Safety Stickers

BILL SCHENKEL

 519-664-1809

1600 King St. N.,
Unit #18

ST.JACOBS

www.remingtongraphfix.com

graph�x ltd.

hOCKEY

ELMIRA’S HOCKEY HEADQUARTERS

48 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-8799
Mon-Wed. 9-6, Thurs, Fri. 9-8, Sat. 9-5, Sun. Closed

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years 
experience

519-669-2251

interior/exterior painting 
wallpapering & Plaster|Drywall repairs

free
estimates

PAINTING

Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira
519-669-8309

wINDOw COVERINGS

 TRANSIT!IT!

PHONE
519.503.0888

JOHNS

VEHICLES

TRUCKS

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

CASH PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED 

SCRAP VEHICLES
CARS, TRUCKS OR VANS

WE PAY CASH WITH 
FREE TOWING
PLEASE CALL

519-568-8666

TOwING

ROOFING

JPIROOFING

7875 4th Line Peel Twp.
Wallenstein RR2

N0B 2S0

519.465.8187

SERVICE

Q.  Polyamo-
ry” is out 
there, though it 
doesn’t exactly 
abound in mod-
ern love life.  
Yet there’s one 
fundamental 

statistical problem for which it can 
seem an all-too-ready solution. Can 
you define this word and problem?

A.  Millions today are in search of  
romantic love, in the U.S. alone some 
46 million single women and 38 mil-
lion single men over the age of  18, says 
Helen Fisher in Why We Love.

 Do the math and you can easily see 
the problem -- not enough partners to 
go around. “One of  the most remark-
able ways to find romance to me is 
polyamory, the taking of  ‘many loves.’  
Polyamorous men and women form 
partnerships with more than one indi-
vidual at a time.”  

They believe one person cannot suit 
all their needs yet none wish to uproot 
a long-term, satisfying marriage. So 

the spouses agree to be honest with 
each other, set some rules, and then, 
they reason, they can enjoy feelings 
of  attachment with one partner and 
romance with someone else.

Polyamory is utopian and perhaps 
ultimately impractical. It may sound 
good to receive attachment from one 
partner, romantic love from another, 
physicality from a third. But we are a 
jealous people, and not surprisingly, 
polyamorous couples spend many 
hours every week sorting out their 
feelings of  jealousy and possessive-
ness. Concludes Fisher, humankind 
does not share love gracefully.
Q. When the authors were kids in 

winter wonderland Rome, NY, a 
foolishly brazen schoolchum stuck 
his tongue to an outdoor railing at 
recess and lost more than just his 
pride. In the movie “A Christmas 
Story,” one of  the children takes up 
a dare and finds his tongue stuck to 
a cold pipe. What causes this?

A. Though wood and metal might be 
at the same outdoor temperature, the 

metal will feel much colder because it 
rapidly conducts thermal energy away, 
says Jearl Walker in The Flying Circus 
of  Physics.  

Fingers will stick to a cold metal sur-
face because the moisture on the skin 
can freeze into the tiny indentations in 
the surface. The much moister tongue 
will do so even faster.

“Pouring warm water over the skin-
metal connection will usually melt the 
ice and free the fingers. Still, here is 
one of  life’s many rules: Don’t lick a 
cold metal pipe.”
Q.  At a job interview, you’re asked 

to “guesstimate” how long a hot dog 
(or sausage or wurst or ...) can be 
made from a typical cow?

A.  The physicist Enrico Fermi was a 
master at quick back-of-the-envelope 
estimates of  this type, which turn up 
in job interviews these days to test 
applicants’ ability to think on their 
feet, say Lawrence Weinstein and 
John Adam in Guesstimation:  Solving 
the World’s Problems on the Back of  a 
Cocktail Napkin.

Begin by figuring that a cow has 

about 10 times the weight of  a per-
son (about one ton, or the weight of  
a small car), definitely less than 100 
times (10 tons is the weight of  a large 
truck).  

Since the densities are about the 
same, this means the cow has 10 times 
the person’s volume, or roughly 50 
cubic feet. Assuming square dogs 
(to avoid pesky pi), the typical cross-
sectional area is about 1 inch x 1 inch, 
or 1/144 of  a square foot. Dividing the 
cow’s volume by this number yields a 
hot dog well over a mile long (2 km)!

“Note that this assumes that every 
little bit of  the cow is ground up into 
hot dog. We really, really hope that this 
is a bad assumption.”  

A hot dog made from a human would 
be 10 times shorter, but still more than 
twice the length of  a football field.

Got it? You’re hired! 
 

    
Send STRANGE questions to 

brothers Bill and Rich at 
strangetrue@compuserve.com 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Submit calendar listings to 
info@observerxtra.com

9 CHURCH STREET EAST, ELMIRA

519.669.8362

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

519.669.2884

Spring is
Coming!

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA
519-669-1535

KITCHENER
519-744-9770

 
• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on
    repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Since 1987 - DentureTech
1995 - Denturist

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira

519.669.0799

A Fine Wine
Establishment

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

EVENTS CALENDAR »

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Truck & 
Trailer 

Maintenance

Cardlock 
Fuel 

Management

MEDIUMEASY

DEATh NOTICES

»SUDOKU SOLUTION

FEBRUARY 14 
Woolwich Community Lions present Country N’ Rock Valentine’s Dance with line  »

band, Moonshine. Doors open at 8 p.m. (no reserved tables). Band starts at 9 p.m.; 
Elmira Lions Hall, $15/person. There is a prize table and roses are available for your 
Valentine. All proceeds to the Woolwich Memorial Centre and community better-
ment. Tickets are available at Brown’s Menswear (Elmira), Pampered & Polished 
(Elmira) or by calling Julie at 519-669-8629. Tickets may also be available at the 
door – no guarantees. 

Alma Optimists Host Regional Plunger Plop for Optimist Clubs; 10 a.m. Alma Skat- »
ing Rink, Alma

Elimination Draw and Valentine’s Dance –  8 p.m. – 1 a.m. featuring The Jeff Tan- »
ner Band. St. Clements Community Centre. Tickets are $25 and include admission, 
midnight lunch and live entertainment. Chance of winning numerous cash prizes up 
to $1,000. Don’t miss out on this fundraiser to support your local recreation facilities. 
Ticket information – Trevor – 519-699-5792, e-mail stc_rec@yahoo.ca Presented by 
St. Clements Recreation Services Board.

Maryhill C.W.L. & K. of C. Valentine’s Day Supper. Ham, scalloped potatoes and  »
fixings. A flower for your special lady. Seatings at 5:30 or 7 p.m., Maryhill Heritage 
Community Centre. Adults $14; children (6-12) $7. Tickets must be purchased by Feb. 
9. Contact: Mike 519-648-3394, Mary 519-822-9287, Bob 519-836-8271.

Valentine’s Buffet Dinner for the Floradale Mennonite Church MYF.  Child care  »
provided. Starting at 7 p.m.; $20/person.  For advance tickets, call 519-669-1967 or 
519-669-2861.

FEBRUARY 15
In Concert – Reunion – 7 p.m. at Waterloo North Presbyterian Church. A don’t- »

miss gospel concert of easy-listening songs. Free-will offering. For more informa-
tion, call 519-888-7870.

FEBRUARY 16
Grand River Heritage Day Workshop from 8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Wilmot  »

Recreation Complex. Theme “Rural Routes – Rural Roots: A Heritage View of the 
Countryside.” The event will showcase Woolwich, Wilmot and Wellesley Townships. 
Registration is free and limited to a first-come, first served basis. For more informa-
tion call Township of Wilmot 519-634-8444.

FEBRUARY 17
Lunch at Gale Presbyterian Church 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., 2 Cross St., Elmira. Chicken  »

divine, rice, spinach salad, rolls, rocky road cheesecake and beverage; $9 per person, 
also soup and roll to go $3. Takeouts available, everyone welcome; 519-669-2852.

FEBRUARY 18 
Waterloo Rural Women’s Day – A panel of speakers on alternative health care,  »

iridology, therapeutic touch, osteopathy, a massage therapist and reflexologist. 
Presentation for CARE program, the Heart & Stroke Foundation, Emergency Medical 
Services; $15 for day (hot lunch included) held at Living Waters Christian Foundation, 
45 Hincks St., New Hamburg. Call 519-664-3794, ext. 237 for more information. 

FEBRUARY 19
CARE Program – Free information session on CPR/First Aid/Automated External  »

Defibrillators. Not a certification course. Gives an overview of 9-1-1, Telehealth, 
conscious choking, CPR, AEDs, seizures, bleeding and fractures. Everyone welcome! 
Space limited, call today 519-579-5451; 6:30-8: p.m. at St. Clements Community 
Centre. 

FEBRUARY 21
Alma Winter Family Day 12:30-3:30 p.m. Skating at the dome, family activities at  »

Wallace Cumming Park, Alma. Ultimate frisbee, tobogganing, cross country skiing, 
snowman-building contest. Complimentary cookies and hot chocolate. 

FEBRUARY 23
The Elmira and District Horticultural Society welcomes guest speaker Bevin  »

Anderson, president of The Ontario Gesneriad Society of Guelph. He will teach us 
about African violets, lipstick plant and florist gloxinia; 7 p.m., Trinity United Church, 
Arthur Street, Elmira. 

FEBRUARY 24
Shrove Tuesday Pancake and Sausage Supper at Gale Presbyterian Church form  »

5-7 p.m. Pancakes, sausage, maple syrup, beverage and ice cream; $8 adults, $4 
for children. All proceeds go to Woolwich Counselling Centre. Tickets available from 
church office, 519-669-2852, or Woolwich Counselling Centre. 

FEBRUARY 26
Difficulty with Debts Information Session 7-9 p.m., Learn how to manage debts,  »

good spending habits and avoid living off credit cards. Woolwich Community Ser-
vices, 73 Arthur St. S., Elmira. RSVP to 519-669-5139.

STAG & DOE

Stag & Doe
for

Kevin Basler & Jenn MacSporran

February 21, 2009
Linwood Community Centre

8pm - 1am
Tickets $10 at the door

Great Prizes!!!
Leaf Tickets • Nintendo WII • Spa Package

FAMILY ALBUM
Telephone..........................519.669.5790
Toll Free .........................1.888.966.5942

Fax.....................................519.669.5753
Email...................ads@observerxtra.com

CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING LTD.
CE

519.669.3495

Framing · Renovations
Decks · Sheds

Basement Finishing

Clare Bauman
cell 519.504.2826

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lawn
Maintenance
Landscaping
Snowplowing
Ice Control

Jeff Basler
Owner|Operator

Telephone
519-669-9081
Mobile
519-505-0985
ever-green@sympatico.ca

We call Elmira home but we service the surrounding area.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lawn
MaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenance
LandscapingLandscapingLandscaping
SnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowing
Ice ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce Control

Jeff Basler

Telephone
519-669-9081519-669-9081
Mobile
519-505-0985

LAwN MAINTENANCE

SERVICE PROS
EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

EBERT, Janet Elizabeth 
(nee Toward)

- A beautiful soul left this 
earth on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2009 surround-
ed by her loving family. 
She was from Elmira.

KARGES, William 

– Passed away at his 
home on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8, 2009, in his 68th 
year.

SCHMOR, Mary (Mrs. 
John)

- Peacefully went home 
to be with the Lord 
on Tuesday, February 
3, 2009 at St. Mary’s 
Hospitl. Mary (Neufeld) 
Schmor age 94 years of 
St. Jacobs formerly of 
Tanager St., Elmira.
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Doug & 
Mary Lou Pagett

Proud Owners & Operators

Elmira

Shuttle Bus
Services

Shuttle Bus
Services

SERVICE RUNS Wednesday, Friday & Saturday

PICKUP AND DROP-OFF LOCATIONS & TIMES
Old Store (6 Arthur St. N.)......9:30, 10:30, 11:30, 12:30

Dunke St. Apartments.............9:45, 10:45, 11:45, 12:45

Wyatt St. Apartments..............10:00, 11:00, 12:00, 1:00

For more information call:
519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Everyone is 
welcome to use 

our shuttle service.

1 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.3072 |  www.elmiragiftoutlet.com1 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.3072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30; Saturday 9:30-5:00; Closed Sundays

NOW AVAILABLE AT ELMIRA GIFT OUTLET!NOW AVAILABLE AT ELMIRA GIFT OUTLET!

www.tracksters.com

CHECK THEM OUT AT
THE GIFT OUTLET

Join local MPP’s for a poverty reduction roundtable 
with the Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Children 

and Youth Services and Chair of the Cabinet Committee on 
Poverty Reduction. Learn about the Ontario Government’s 

Poverty Reduction Strategy and share your ideas and 
feedback (read the strategy online at: www.growingstronger.

ca or call for a copy).

Thursday, February 19, 2009
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. . - Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

Schwaben Club 
1668 King St. E, Kitchener

(wheelchair accessible)

Please RSVP 
via email to lpendergast.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org 

or call (519) 571-3276or call (519) 571-3276

Breaking the Cycle of Poverty

John Milloy, MPP
Kitchener Centre

Leeanna Pendergast, MPP
Kitchener-Conestoga

YEAR END


