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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

The battering Canada’s auto 
sector has taken in recent 
months has spread to Elmira. 
YM Technology Inc. (YMT), 
the automotive tool and die 
plant located on South Field 
Drive, will close its doors by 
the end of  March.

In recent years, the manufac-

YMT to close its doors this month
Downturn in automotive industry hits Elmira company; 18 of 20 employees will lose their jobs

turer of  stamping press tools 
and dies for automotive com-
panies and manufacturers, 
including major client Honda 
Motor Company, has suffered 
because of  a variety of  factors, 
including pressure from car-
makers to reduce the price of  
dies; spikes in material costs, 
especially steel, and the signif-
icant rise in the Canadian dol-
lar, which affected sales to the 

United States. It’s now reeling 
under the economic downturn 
that has dealt a blow to the au-
tomotive industry.

The latter development 
proved to be the straw that 
broke the camel’s back, affect-
ing the company in a way that 
made business unprofi table for 
too long, says a spokesperson 
for YMT. 

“[Because of] these economic 

factors – it has been ongoing 
for a few years – it was diffi cult 
to be profi table. For a couple 
of  years there the Canadian 
dollar was very, very high and 
that was quite a blow,” said 
Marilyn Kado.

“In effect, we had inputs that 
were increasing in price and 
what we were getting for the 
dies was decreasing, so it put 
us in a bad position.”

In operation since 1998, the 
plant, which is owned by Yachi-
yo Industry Co. of  Japan, start-
ed to feel the crunch some two 
years ago as customers pushed 
for lower prices. By the end of  
this month, at least 18 of  the 
company’s 20 workers will lose 
their jobs. The remaining two 
will relocate to Barrie, home 
of  YMT’s sister company, YOM, 

QUICK CLEANUP a fi re broke out at a wood shop on line 86 just west of Wallenstein around 3:50 a.m. Thursday. linwood, St. clements, Wellesley and Floradale fi re stations responded to the blaze, which destroyed two outbuild-
ings and caused an estimated $150,000 in damage. no one was hurt in the fi re, and it is not believed to be suspicious. Workers soon began clearing away debris.

St. Clements ringette team to represent Ontario at nationals....................
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office: 519.664.0225

Mulch
• maintains a more even 

soil temperature
• conserves moisture
• controls weeds
• protects against erosion
• adds organic matter to the soil
• adds colour & texture to your garden
• simplifies your gardening chores 

mulch is just mulch... 
                    until you get Creative

Creative Landscape Depot
1175 King Street, North
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

(hemlock.pine.cedar.coloured) (hemlock.pine.cedar.coloured) 
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FREE
DELIVERY

OPEN TO SERVE YOU: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30; Saturdays  8-4; Sunday Closed for family day

1205 King Street, St. Jacobs
519.664.2226 | 519.664.3400
Fax: 519.664.3889

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

5 1  Y E A R S  I N  B U S I N E S S

Sale $3.89

Hardwood Flooring
3 5/8” Oak Gunstock

/sq.ft.
Reg. $4.99/sq.ft. | CODE 3580G

Sale $3.89

Hardwood Flooring
3 1/2” Select Maple

/sq.ft.
Reg. $4.95/sq.ft.

Sale Ends March 31/09

MANY MORE IN STORE SPECIALS

Let the government pay part of your renovation. Take advantage of the Home
Renovation Tax Credit. Save up to $1350. See store staff for details

DAVE

JOHN

JONI MILTENBURG

Chemtura Corp’s U.S. 
operations filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection Wednesday 
but its international op-
erations, including the 
chemical plant in Elm-
ira, are not included in 
the filing and are expect-
ed to continue without 
interruption.

“It’s a Chapter 11 filing 
for U.S. entities only,” 
said Dimitri Makres, 
manager of  the Elmira 
plant. “The Canadian 
entity and all of  our non-
U.S. entities are not part 
of  this filing.”

Unlike a Chapter 7 
bankruptcy, where a cor-

Elmira plant not part of Chemtura Chapter 11 filing
Bankruptcy protection move applies only to U.S. operations; local plant to continue as before

poration’s assets are sold 
off, Chapter 11 is used to 
reorganize a business.

“It gives us breathing 
room to restructure our 
corporate finances in 
the U.S.,” said compa-
ny spokesperson John 
Gustavsen. “This will 
allow our operations 
to focus on serving our 
customers without the 
liquidity pressures that 
we’ve been experiencing 
in the last few months.”

Chemtura’s financial 
situation has grown in-
creasingly dire in the 
past few months, with 
declining sales, big loss-
es on its last quarterly 
report, and a plummet-
ing share price.

A sharp decline in cus-

tomer demand in Novem-
ber and December led to 
a $726 million operating 
loss for the last quarter 
of  2008 and a $3.04 loss 
per share. Chemtura’s 
share price has been 
falling for months, clos-
ing at a low of  10 cents 
on Monday.

In light of  the bank-
ruptcy filing, Chemtu-
ra’s stock was delisted 
from the New York Stock 
Exchange on Thursday.

The company an-
nounced a number 
of  cost-saving mea-
sures over the past few 
months, including cut-
ting 20 per cent of  its 
financial and adminis-
trative staff  or 500 po-
sitions, which will save 

$50 million annually. 
Other measures include 
suspension of  dividend 
payments, reduction 
in spending and work-
ing capital and run-
ning plants, including 
the Elmira facility, on a 

make-to-order basis.
The bankruptcy filing 

includes $400 million in 
debtor-in-possession fi-
nancing from Citibank. 
Gustavsen said the loan 
will help the company go 
ahead with day-to-day op-

erations, and personnel 
and production will not 
be affected by the filing.

The company will also 
continue to meet its obli-
gations toward environ-
mental cleanup in Elmi-
ra, Gustavsen said.

Takin’ a (March) break at Gale

JUST DANCE Ryan Shantz makes a song and dance of it at Gale Presbyterian’s “Gadget Garage” March break 
camp on Tuesday.
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“Principal is just a short form for principal teacher.”

Geoff Suderman-GladwellLEADING OFF »

PhoTo | MaRc Miquel helSen

His own set of principles
New arrival brings his array of experience, and philosophy about teaching, to the principal’s office

TEL:519-664-2542
9 Parkside Dr., Unit 2 | St. Jacobs, ON | N0B 2N0

• Comprehensive prenatal care, labour & 
delivery at hospital or home 
• Registered with the College of Midwives 
of Ontario
• Covered by OHIP; privileges at Grand 
River Hospital
• Serving Kitchener, Waterloo, Elmira and 
surrounding townships
• No referral required

www.stjacobsmidwives.on.ca

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Learning is as much about be-
ing as it is about doing – that’s 
the essence of  the teaching 
philosophy touted by Geoff  
Suderman-Gladwell, Linwood 
Public School’s new princi-
pal.

As such, teaching is as much 
about sharing time and space 
and knowledge concerning 
how to be better to others as it 
is imparting knowledge about 
specific subjects.

“The education piece is very 
important,” said Suderman-
Gladwell, stressing the impor-
tance of  a strong curriculum. 

“But so is the social learn-
ing ‘to be’ and ‘learning to be 
together’: it’s not just about 

learning the traditional learn-
ing pieces,” he said in an in-
terview. “It’s about both – we 
have to put them all together.”

Whether dealing with school 
kids or young offenders – both 
are part of  his experience – 
teaching is about learning to 
be together.

“For me, looking at school, 
absolutely it’s about educa-
tion. But when you look at 
education there is learning 
to know, learning to do, learn-
ing to be, and then the fourth 
sort of  pillar, which is learn-
ing to be together. All four be-
come pillars of  our education 
pieces,” he said, noting that a 
teacher cannot teach math for 
an hour and then delve into 
another one-hour session on 
‘being kind.’  The latter is a 

character quality that teach-
ers should espouse always and 
at all times. 

Though he is new to the 
Linwood school, Suderman-
Gladwell feels his background 
will help him prepare for its 
rural setting. Born and raised 
during his formative years in 
Jamaica, Suderman-Gladwell 
also spent time in England 
before coming to Canada as 
a nine-year-old boy. He was 
raised in Elmira where he 
studied at a number of  schools 
including Park Manor, River-
side, John Mahood, and Elm-
ira District Secondary School. 
He feels a connection with the 
community and is sensitive to 
the uniqueness of  the area’s 
thriving Mennonite commu-
nities.

“It’s kind of  like close to 
home,” he said, noting that 
while he and his family live 
in Kitchener, his parents con-
tinue to live in Elmira.

“That’s just home; the horse 
and buggies went past our 
house every day. It’s not a nov-
elty in that sense. That’s part 
of  it as well. It’s familiar.”

As well, Suderman-Gladwell 
chose the religion of  his Rus-
sian Mennonite wife, whom 
he met in a seminary in Indi-
ana while studying to obtain a 
master’s in divinity. While he 
never became a pastor, Suder-
man-Gladwell’s wife did and 
now serves as a chaplain at a 
long-term care facility.

In addition to obtaining a 
bachelor’s degree in music 
from the University of  Wa-

terloo, Suderman-Gladwell 
worked at the Friendship Cen-
tre in Kitchener, in Kirkland 
Lake with the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee, as a volunteer 
with a native friendship cen-
tre, and has also worked with 
young offenders at Hope Man-
or, a facility west of  Kitch-
ener. A social conscience has 
always been top of  mind for 
Suderman-Gladwell. 

After a few years between 
these jobs and a stint at 
the food bank, Suderman-
Gladwell returned to school 
to obtain his bachelor’s of  
education at the University of  
Western Ontario and eventu-
ally his masters of  education 
at Brock University.

Before being appointed prin-
See PRINCIPAL page »06

ALL KINDS OF LEARNING having grown up in elmira, Geoff Suderman-Gladwell finds his new posting as principal at linwood PS is something akin to a homecoming.
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»FRoM The eDiToR | STeVe Kannon

Time for a change as established economic course has failed us
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HWY 85

Sawmill Rd.

• Annuals & Bedding Plants
• Perennials
• Trees & Shrubs
• Bagged Soils & Mulches
• Planters, Pots & More

• Weekly Mowing Programs
• De-Thatching & Aeration
• Fertilizing Programs
• Garden Edging & Mulching
• Planting & Pruning

• Custom Designs
• Garden Installations
• Interlocking Pavers
• Steps & Walls
• Water Features

Free 
Seminars
Are Here!

OPEN FOR THE SEASON - SAT. APRIL 4TH

• Annuals & Bedding Plants• Annuals & Bedding Plants• Annuals & Bedding Plants• Annuals & Bedding Plants• Annuals & Bedding Plants • Custom Designs• Custom Designs• Custom Designs • Weekly Mowing Programs• Weekly Mowing Programs

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

RETAIL
GARDEN CENTRE

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN & BUILD

WaterlooWaterlooW

LANDSCAPE NURSERY

Country GardensCountry Gardens
1661 NEW JERUSALEM RD.

PHONE: 519.664.0404MON. -SAT. 9:00-5:00
SUNDAY 11:00-4:00

April 4      Right Plant, Right Place presented by Evelyn Wolf for the Region of Waterloo
April 18      Water Gardening presented by Moore’s Water Gardens & Aquascape
April 25         Plant Picks of 2009 presented by Ball Superior
April 25      Proper Method of Tree Pruning presented by Allgreen Tree Service
May 2      Master Gardener Advice Clinic presented by St. Jacob’s Country Gardens

PROPERTYPROPERTYRETAILRETAIL LANDSCAPELANDSCAPELANDSCAPE

Seminars
Are Here!Are Here!

OPEN FOR THE SEASON - SAT. APRIL OPEN FOR THE SEASON - SAT. APRIL 4THTH4TH4

      Right Plant, Right Place presented by Evelyn Wolf for the Region of Waterloo      Right Plant, Right Place presented by Evelyn Wolf for the Region of Waterloo      Right Plant, Right Place presented by Evelyn Wolf for the Region of Waterloo

Reserve your seat for the April 4 seminar by calling 519.575.4012.
All other seminar reservations can call St. Jacobs Country Gardens at 519.664.0404

The phrase “too big 
to fail” is often heard 
as governments 
throw billions and 
hundreds of  billions 
of  dollars at seg-
ments of  our ailing 
economy, from the 
banks to car compa-
nies.

Entire industries and even individu-
al corporations have in effect become 
so large they can’t be detangled from 
the economy as a whole. As they floun-
der, we’re told we must prop them up 
or risk catastrophic fallout. In other 
words, no matter how much they’ve 
screwed up, we’re to bail them out.

It seems to me there’s something 
missing in this equation, however: a 
public say in the matter. If  we’re ul-
timately responsible for, say, General 
Motors’ fate, we need to have some 
measure of  control over the company. 
This doesn’t necessarily mean a seat at 
the board table – though that’s a good 
idea in some cases – but does call for 
effective regulation.

Just as the financial instruments 
became so convoluted – and so far re-
moved from useful investments – that 
few could explain them, the corporate 
world has grown beyond the scale of  
those who are meant to benefit from 
the system: us.

All of  the bailout strategies that have 
become a daily fixture in the news cy-
cle aim to prop up the status quo rath-
er than try to restore the system to a 
more human scale, however. The sys-
tem has broken down, and our money 

is needed to repair it, politicians, econ-
omists and businesspeople tell us. Oh, 
sure, there’s the occasional talk of  reg-
ulatory reform, but for the most part 
they’re talking about tweaking around 
the edges. There’s no mention of  the 
fact the system itself  is to blame: there 
is no fixing it. Only change will put us 
back on a solid footing.

There are pundits calling for trans-
formation, some more radical than 
others. The shenanigans in the mar-
ket have made prophets of  the many 
critics – often marginalized – who’ve 
pointed out the dangers of  globalism, 
deregulated markets, corporatism and 
a host of  other trends in the West.

The list of  vindicated include David 
Korten, the former Harvard Business 
School professor who became an out-
spoken critic of  corporatism. His books 
When Corporations Rule the World 
and The Post-Corporate World: Life Af-
ter Capitalism propelled his theories 
into the lexicon. Earlier this year he 
released Agenda for a New Economy: 
From Phantom Wealth to Real Wealth, 
addressing the current meltdown and 
how we got to this state.

He takes a fairly radical view of  the 
situation and how we might go about 
solving our problems.

“Efforts to fix Wall Street miss an 
important point. It can’t be fixed. It is 
corrupt beyond repair, and we cannot 
afford it. Moreover, because the es-
sential functions it does perform are 
served better in less costly ways, we do 
not need it,” he says in his new book.

“Wall Street’s only business purpose 
is to enrich its own major players, a 

bunch of  buccaneers and privateers 
who find it more profitable to expro-
priate the wealth of  others than to 
find honest jobs producing goods and 
services beneficial to their communi-
ties. They walk away with their fees, 
commissions, and bonus packages and 
leave it to others to pick up the costs 
of  federal bailouts, gyrating economic 
cycles, collapsing environmental sys-
tems, broken families, shattered com-
munities, and the export of  jobs along 
with the manufacturing, technology, 
and research capacities that go with 
them.”

Strong words, but you’d be hard-
pressed to find many who don’t share 
his sentiment. Just look at the public’s 
reaction to the news troubled AIG, 
which has taken in some $170 billion 
in U.S. government support, would 
hand out $165 million in bonuses to its 
executives.

The solution put forward by Korten 
and similar thinkers is to reduce or 
eliminate what he calls the phan-
tom economy – much of  the finan-

cial sector – which produces noth-
ing but has grown from an adjunct 
of  the real economy of  goods and 
services to the largest part of  our 
economy. He also advocates local, 
people-based economies, a human 
scale we can understand. It’s an idea 
that dovetails with what environ-
mental groups have been saying for 
years about buying locally produced 
goods, for instance.

Until late last year, criticisms levelled 
by Korten and others were routine-
ly dismissed as socialist or utopian 
dreaming. Today, of  course, we’re all 
socialists, as witnessed by the govern-
ment stakes in the financial industry 
and other troubled sectors.

Given that the economy is in flux, 
and that the status quo has been fail-
ing us for decades, now is certainly 
the time to make changes. Or at least 
to ask questions and have a discus-
sion about following a better path – we 
know there are better ideas out there, 
and the meltdown is proof  that what’s 
being done today will only harm us.

SARAh BOyNE
Leader, Gale Presbyterian March break camp

Do you like being a leader here?
I love it, I did it last year too. Very draining 
though, I usually go home and have a nap af-
ter.

Where do you go to school?
I’m in Grade 11 at EDSS.

Do you know what you want to do after 
high school?
I’m thinking I want to be a teacher.

Why do you want to teach?

My mom’s a teacher; it’s kind of what I’ve al-
ways seen myself doing. My friends tell me I’m 
doomed to be a teacher because when we do 
quizzes at school, I always get teacher. 

What are some of your hobbies?
I really like playing piano. I also play soccer, 
and in school I’m on the rugby team.

What are you doing this summer?
I’m going to be a camp counselor at a camp 
I’ve been going to for eight years.

What do you like about camp?
Everyone gets to do whatever you want, it’s 
so free. And you’re away from your family, 
which is a bonus.
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»an eXTRa cauSe aT eMSF

Kids’ reading 
turns a profit

Stone Landscapes Observer bc ad:Stone Landscapes  3/11/
See BIA page »06

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Dr. A. Keech
Optometrist

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

“ M E E T I N G  A L L  Y O U R  H E A LT H  &  W E L L N E S S  N E E D S ”

• Hearing Tests • Hearing Aids

24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira 
(Located behind W.C. Brown & Sons) 669-4425

No referrals necessary
• Evening Appt's
• Relaxation
• Hot Stones
• Deep Tissue
• Gift Certificate
   Available
• All Registered
   Therapists

HEARING HEALTH AT THE 
ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

Juliane Shantz
Doctor of Audiology

Andrea Hoffman
Audiologist

Krista A. Sandelli
RMT & Associates

MASSAGE THERAPY
AT THE ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE

JONI MILTENBURG

Three weeks ago, Peter 
Schmitt was at home 
when he developed a 
slight headache. He 
thought nothing of  it 
and was walking to his 
bedroom when he sud-
denly collapsed. Schmitt 
was rushed to hospital, 
then airlifted to Hamil-
ton, where doctors told 
his family it was a rup-
tured brain aneurysm.

Doctors were amazed 
at Schmitt’s rapid recov-
ery; aneurysms are often 
fatal or can leave people 
permanently brain dam-
aged. 

However, he can’t work 
for a year and the Min-
istry of  Transportation 
automatically revoked 
his licence for that pe-
riod. Schmitt is apply-
ing for disability income 
support, but it only sup-
plies 60 per cent of  what 
he was earning, so fam-
ily and friends have ral-
lied to help him, his wife 
Tina and their three-
year-old twin girls.

“We’re trying to help 
them so they can keep 
their house at least,” 
said Schmitt’s cousin, 
Anna Wall.

Wall has set up a trust 
fund for donations for 

the family and is orga-
nizing a bake sale for 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. The family is of  
Mexican Mennonite her-
itage, so they’ll be sell-
ing tamales and gorditas 
alongside the baking, as 
well as syrup made by 

STEVE KANNON

Elmira’s BIA hopes a 
recent infusion of  cash 
will help jumpstart the 
downtown business or-
ganization. There are 
also encouraging signs 
that new members may 
boost participation 
rates.

The money arrived this 
month in the form of  
$90,000 from the devel-
oper of  the Wal-Mart-an-
chored power centre in 

Students at St. Teresa school in 
elmira love to read, and they’ve 
got the numbers to prove it.
The “We love to Read-a-Thon” 

saw kids there read a combined 
total of 79,500 minutes. The push 
raised $6,959.29 for the school.

Wellesley gets 
on the shelf
Meeting Mar. 17, Wellesley Town-

ship council approved the pur-
chase of shelving for the base-
ment of the new municipal office 
at a cost of $5,038 plus taxes.
The shelving will be used to store 

municipal records and extra equip-
ment for the fire services. 

Wellesley councillors want staff 
to take a closer look at a bylaw 
governing trailers parked on 
township land.
The bylaw currently states that 

trailers cannot be used for liv-
ing, sleeping or eating for more 
than 30 days unless located in a 
licensed campground. however, 
it does not state whether the 
30 days must be consecutive or 
spread over intervals. 
The issue arose when a resident 

asked whether a friend could park 
a trailer on their property three 
days a week for a short time.
councillors were also concerned 

that the owner of a trailer could 
move the trailer from one prop-
erty to an adjoining property and 
evade the provisions of the bylaw. 
council directed staff to rewrite 
the section of the bylaw in ques-
tion and return it to council.

Trailer bylaw 
under review

After suffering aneurysm, Elmira man 
sees community support for his family

the brother of  one of  
Schmitt’s coworkers at 
VHF Construction. 

“At first I was just going 
to do this [on my own] 
but I’m just one person,” 
Wall said. “Everybody’s 
just pitching in.” 

The aneurysm has af-

fected Schmitt’s speech 
and Tina emigrated 
from Mexico only four 
years ago and doesn’t 
speak English well, so 
Wall has been translat-
ing and helping them fill 
out paperwork.

It’s something she does 

on a regular basis; a stay-
at-home mother of  two, 
she volunteers with re-
cent immigrants, trans-
lating when they have 
appointments at banks, 
dentists and government 
offices. When it was her 

BIA hopes new blood, funding will give it a boost
Downtown Elmira business group receives settlement money from Wal-Mart project

St. Jacobs, part of  a deal 
arranged several years 
ago. With the store now 
opened, the payment was 
finally released, with a 
further payout of  $10,000 
to come.

While no plans have 
been made for the extra 
money, it’s a welcome 
addition to the organiza-
tion’s $30,000 annual bud-
get, collected through a 
special tax on businesses 
in Elmira’s core.

“We’ve now got some 
extra income to do the 

things we want to do 
to spruce up the down-
town,” said Hugh Weltz, 
noting the BIA will be de-
ciding shortly its plans 
for the cash. “We’re lean-
ing towards investing 
most, if  not all of  it, and 
using the interest … to 
fund annual projects.”

Sandy Shantz, the Ward 
1 councillor who serves 
as Woolwich’s liaison to 
the committee, said the 
funds arrived just as the 
group appears to be go-
ing through something 

of  a renaissance, with 
new merchants down-
town turning up for 
monthly meetings.

“I think the BIA is 
turning the corner in 
that there’s some new 
in interest in what the 
[group] is doing,” she 
said.

Early this decade, 
however, members of  
the BIA contemplated 
winding down the orga-
nization, citing a lack 
of  participants on its 
executive and general 

malaise in the member-
ship. A drive to breathe 
life into the group by ex-
panding the catchment 
area to include most of  
Elmira met with stiff  
opposition, and the idea 
was shelved.

 The Business Improve-
ment Area is a commit-
tee of  council, appointed 
by and answerable to 
the municipality, which 
sets the group’s budget. 
The BIA in Elmira was 
formed in 1980, ostensi-

See FUNDRAISER page »06

SALSA AND SyRUP anna Wall is organizing a fundraiser for her cousin, Peter Schmitt, who is recovering from a ruptured brain aneurysm. Family and 
friends of the elmira man will be selling baked goods and Mexican food at the elmira Maple Syrup Festival, with the money going into a trust fund for 
the family.
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Tickets leave 
‘em puzzled
a few people, ticketed in an 

overnight blitz in elmira this 
week, found a balmy March break 
week an odd time to enforce the 
on-street parking bylaw aimed at 
keeping the roads clear for snow-
plow, especially as the ban will 
soon come to an end this month.
Woolwich officials, however, said 

the ticketing was just part of a 
season-long enforcement effort.
“The bylaw is still in effect until 

the beginning of april. We need 
to keep them off the roads so we 
can remove snow if we need to,” 
director of council and informa-
tion services christine broughton 
told the observer, which received 
inquiries from some confused 
residents. Some 34 tickets were 
issued this week.
“We’re not trying to gouge 

people, but we have people who 
continue to park on the street all 
winter long,” she explained, not-
ing more awareness is needed.
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Summer Race League
Summer Kart Camp

Training 
F1K Race Kart and 

Equipment 
Included

Self Help
A Norm Foster comedy

Dinner Theatre

March 27 - May 9
Matinee and evening shows

The Arboretum, University of Guelph

519.824.4120 ext. 54110
www.uoguelph.ca/arboretum

Self HelpSelf Help

Episode Airs Sunday, March 22nd
9 to 11pm on NBC

The episode will feature Donald Trump and the 
Celebrity Apprentice Cast, as well as ACN Co-Founders Greg 

Provenzano and Tony Cupisz — and will showcase the 
ACN IRIS 3000™ Videophone front and center!

Join me to watch this exciting 
episode — and learn more about

the ACN Opportunity.

WOULD YOU TAKE BUSINESS ADVICE 
FROM BILLIONAIRE DONALD TRUMP?

If you would like to learn more about ACN 
before the airing of the show please contact:

DOUG LEIS
519-669-0265  |  Email: leis4@yahoo.ca

bly to help deal with ma-
jor downtown renova-
tions that began in that 
era – long-term debt as-
sociated with those im-
provements was retired 
in 2002, after which the 
group seemed somewhat 
adrift.

It did take part in 
the often energetic de-
bate over plans for the 
King/86 Developments 
power centre, eventu-
ally settling its dispute 
with the developers, the 
deal that years later re-
sulted in the cheque for 
$90,000.

Admitting the BIA has 
had its ups and downs, 
Weltz, a longtime mem-
ber and chair, said he 
sees brighter prospects 

cousin that needed help, 
she didn’t hesitate. 

“I know he would help 
me if  I was in that situa-
tion,” Wall said.

She’s also hoping to 
raise a little awareness 
of  aneurysms at the 
same time. 

An aneurysm is a blood-
filled bulge in a blood 
vessel; most of  the time 
they go undetected un-
til they rupture or leak. 
The 41-year-old Schmitt 
was in good health, and 
had no prior symptoms 

cipal at Linwood P.S., Su-
derman-Gladwell acted 
as principal of  Central 
Public School in Cam-
bridge and as vice-prin-
cipal at Lincoln Avenue 
in Cambridge. 

Though fairly new to 
the administration side 
of  education, now enter-
ing his fifth year, he con-
tinues to see himself  as 
a teacher adding more 
years to his 14 year ca-
reer. 

“I would say that I’m 
still a teacher: principal 

for the group and for 
downtown Elmira given 
the recent housing boom, 
including plans for some 
1,000 new homes on the 
west side of  town.

“These people will be 
within walking distance 
of  downtown. I see good 
things for downtown 
Elmira over the next few 
years,” he said, noting 
businesspeople in the 
core will have to tap into 
that potential.

Laurel Davies-Snyder, 
Woolwich’s new eco-
nomic development and 
tourism officer, also sees 
the possibilities down-
town. Having spent the 
last eight years dealing 
with downtown revital-
ization in Cambridge, 
she knows there’s much 

work ahead.
“Downtown revitaliza-

tion takes a long time, 
and it’s cyclical – you can 
go strong for five years, 
and then slow down 
again,” she explained.

Getting anything done 
requires cooperation be-
tween community, mer-
chants, landlords and 
the municipality. The 
biggest factors for suc-
cess are leadership and 
the ability to act on a 
unified vision.

Because each down-
town is unique, with its 
own mix of  businesses, 
people and cultures, lo-
cal ideas and solutions 
will be needed in Elmi-
ra, said Davies-Snyder, 
adding the BIA can play 
an important role.

“BIAs can be a very 
powerful tool in terms of  
development and busi-
ness improvement.”

Right now, the Elmi-
ra group is searching 
for that vision, said 
Shantz. Leadership, 
somebody to put some 
new ideas in motion, 
will go a long way in 
reshaping the down-
town, and in reenergiz-
ing the BIA.

Measures such as flow-
er baskets and tree-plant-
ing can help beautify the 
downtown, but adding 
amenities such as a café 
– “I hear people say we 
need a bistro downtown 
all the time” – requires a 
businessperson willing 
to see the potential and 
act on it.

BIA: Sees opportunities in downtown core

Fundraiser: Extra 
push at sap festival

where they will fill in va-
cant positions.

Employees from the 
Elmira plant were of-
fered the opportunity 
to apply for vacant posi-
tions at the parts stamp-
ing plant in Barrie as 
they became available. 
Those who chose not to 

or family history that he 
knew of. 

People whose close 
relatives have had an-
eurysms should be 
screened, especially sib-
lings over 30 years old. 
High blood pressure and 
smoking can increase 
the risk of  an aneurysm 
rupturing, so people who 
know they have one can 
make lifestyle changes 
to reduce that risk.

To donate to the fund, 
quote Bank of  Montreal 
branch 3055, account 
number 3617825.

» From page »05

apply for jobs in Barrie 
and who remained at 
their current positions 
until project completion 
were to be offered sever-
ance packages.

But the Barrie plant 
has also been hit hard by 
the economic downturn 
and has consequently 
already done its own 

YMT: Sector hardest hit of all in downturn
downsizing in recent 
months, said Kado. As a 
result, the jobs that were 
lost in Elmira will not be 
recreated in Barrie.

“They are not going 
to source the die from 
us anymore so, going to 
Barrie is not a benefit to 
the owners,” she said.

A portion of  the re-

maining equipment will 
be moved to Barrie; the 
remainder will be sold, 
as will the facility. YMT 
is still looking for buy-
ers, however.

“It was an extremely 
difficult decision. We 
hope the buyer will be 
able to provide some 
jobs, for sure.”

is just short form for 
principal teacher,” he 
said. “My job is to help 
students learn.”

Principal: Teaching 
is at heart of job
» From page »03

» From cover

» From page »05

GeoFF SuDeRMan-GlaDWell
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High chair! 
In this economy, why not give yourself a raise. Our custom-made 
Trica stools come in three “uplifting” heights, with an array of fabrics,
metals and modern styles. Whether it's for indoors or out, these stools
are proudly Canadian and well-priced so you are supporting our
economy while getting a great deal.

Inspiring Accents. Much more
than home decor

3 Arthur Street, Elmira  
519-669-9356
Located at Elmira's downtown corner 

www.inspiringaccents.com

ACCENT FURNITURE  • ARTWORK & PRINTS  • JEWELRY & PURSES  • POTTERY
LAMPE BERGER  • ENTERTAINMENT ESSENTIALS  • GIFTS FROM THE HEART
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

The Waterloo Welling-
ton Local Health Inte-
gration Network (WWL-
HIN) launched a new 
website last week that 
highlights important 
partnership initiatives 
focused on developing 
an integrated and sus-
tainable health care sys-
tem for local residents. 

The purpose of  the site 
is to provide timely and 
relevant information 
that is quickly acces-
sible. Underscore acces-
sible.

“We are really trying 
to focus the writing, be-
cause sometimes health 
care can become very 
technical in terms. We 
really are focusing on 
providing the informa-
tion for our entire com-
munity, the residents 
of  the LHIN area,” said 
Toni Adey, the agency’s 
manager of  public af-
fairs. 

Though residents look-
ing for a family doctor 
won’t find such informa-
tion on the new site, they 
will be able to consult it 
when in search of  infor-
mation concerning the 
WWLHIN and its part-
nership activities.

“Our main focus is to 
keep our residents in-
formed of  all the part-
nership activities that 
are going on,” said Adey., 
“Health care is certainly 

INFORMATION MEETING
Linwood Community Centre
Tuesday March 24th 2009

1:00pm - 4:00pm

TOPICS INCLUDE:
• How to grow quality vegetables

• How to keep your fertilizer cost down.
• How to keep disease & insects off crops.

• Learn how to build and maintain healthy soils

INFORMATION MEETING

JONI MILTENBURG

When Dave Chalmers 
canvasses his neigh-
bourhood for the Cana-
dian Cancer Society, it 
seems everyone has a 
story about the disease.

“You discover so many 
people who’ve had an 
aunt, an uncle, a grand-
parent, a child – it’s got 
no age barriers, it’s just 
touched every family.”

Chalmers has a story of  
his own, and it’s why he 
canvasses for the cancer 
society: 19 years ago, he 
lost his wife Rose to co-
lon cancer.

Rose was diagnosed in 
the summer of  1988. A 
nurse, she was expect-
ing the worst when doc-
tors found polyps on her 
colon. But the initial 
biopsy showed the pol-
yps were benign, and 
the family breathed a 
collective sigh of  relief. 
It wasn’t until three 

For many, quest to combat cancer is personal
Having lost his wife to the disease, Dave Chalmers is always ready to answer cancer society’s call

months later, during 
surgery to remove the 
polyps, that doctors real-
ized there were cancer-
ous ones higher up her 
colon.

After the surgery and 
a round of  chemothera-
py, everything was fine 
for another year. Then 
the cancer returned, 
and wouldn’t respond 
to chemo or radiation. 
Rose spent Christmas 
in the hospital, at which 
point doctors told her 
there was nothing more 
they could do. 

Losing his wife at 47 
was a terrible thing, 
especially with three 
young daughters. 

“I relied on the three 
Fs,” Chalmers said. 
“Faith, family and 
friends. I don’t know 
which is more impor-
tant; to me, a person 
needs all three of  them 
to get through some-
thing like that.”

If  medical profession-

als had known 30 years 
ago what they do to-
day, they would have 
screened Rose for the 
disease earlier, because 
colon cancer tends to be 
hereditary and her fa-
ther and an uncle on her 
mother’s side both had 
it. However, Chalmers 
said she hasn’t died in 
vain; now his daughters 
are regularly screened 
for the disease. 

Having watched his wife 
suffer through months 
of  the pain and side ef-
fects of  chemotherapy, 
Chalmers didn’t hesitate 
when the Canadian Can-
cer Society asked him to 
volunteer.

“I thought, ‘I’ve got to 
do something to help 
people not go through 
what she went through,’” 
he explained. “I’ll never 
see the day that it can be 
eradicated, but hopefully 
we’ll get there in time.”

He credits the generos-
ity of  ordinary people 

with raising money for 
research that has led 
to more effective treat-
ments and painkillers 
and better screening for 
the disease.

In April, he’ll be hit-
ting the sidewalk again 
and ringing his neigh-
bours’ doorbells dur-
ing Daffodil Month, the 
Canadian Cancer Soci-
ety’s largest fundrais-
ing campaign.

A retired school prin-
cipal, Chalmers said 
it takes him most of  
the month to canvass 
the two streets he’s as-
signed, because he en-
joys the chance to catch 
up and chat with his 
neighbours. 

“I’m the type of  person 
that enjoys people so it’s 
a nice opportunity for 
me to be out meeting the 
people in the neighbour-
hood. I have never found 
it an onerous task.”

Health info the focus of 
new WWLHIN website

top of  mind for our resi-
dents and we want to pro-
vide that information to 
them in an easily acces-
sible medium so, this is 
one of  the ways that we 
want to keep that mes-
sage getting out.” 

The Waterloo Welling-
ton Local Health Inte-
gration Network is re-
sponsible for planning, 
integrating, coordinat-
ing and providing fund-
ing to 78 health service 
providers including hos-
pitals, long-term care 
homes, community sup-
port services, commu-
nity health centres, the 
Community Care Access 
Centre and community 
mental health and addic-
tions agencies in Water-
loo Region, Wellington 
County and South Grey. 
The WWLHIN operates 
an annual health care 
budget of  close to $823 
million. 

This new secondary 

site www.wwpartners-
inhealth.ca (the WWL-
HIN’s initial web page 
www.wwlhin.on.ca will 
continue to operate) was 
launched specifically to 
highlight partnership 
activities that the WWL-
HIN is doing with health 
care service providers 
and other partners in 
the community. It will 
outline collaborative 
efforts to support a pa-
tient focused health care 
system for all WWLHIN 
area residents. 

The first site, www.
wwlhin.on.ca, will con-
tinue to focus more on 
providing information 
regarding such things as 
governance, accountabil-
ity agreements, funding 
and whole operations of  
the Waterloo Wellington 
LHIN.  

Visitors to either site 
will be able to navigate 
easily from one to the 
other.
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hIS REASON TO LEND A hAND 
Dave chalmers holds a photo of 
his late wife Rose, taken when she 
graduated from nursing school. 
Rose was diagnosed with colon 
cancer in 1988.
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Canadian Blood Services: It's in you to give

Destination Inn
547 King St. N., Waterloo
www.destinationinn.com

519-884-0100

Best Western
50 Benjamin Rd. E., Waterloo
www.stjacobscountryinn.com

519-884-9295

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

100 Union St. • 519-669-1501

REPAIRS • MACHINING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

MANUFACTURING

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

9 Mill St. • 519-669-5161 3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • 519-699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

519-669-5478   •   Toll Free 1-800-265-6126

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
“Finest in quality 

feeds and service.”
www.ffmltd.com

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

519-669-5195

MANUFACTURERS OF
SPINDLE & HUB  
ASSEMBLIES 
PRODUCTION MACHINING

EM ELDALE MACHINE & TOOL LTD.

emtsales@bellnet.ca

Direct: 519-747-1256 Ex 209 

HANEY, HANEY & KENDALL

JOHN KENDALL
Barrister & Solicitor

41 Erb St. E., P.O. Box 185, Waterloo ON
TEL: 519-747-1010  FAX: 519-747-9323 EMAIL: jkendall@haneylaw.com

Wallenstein • 519-669-2231

Wallenstein
General Store

• Groceries • Hardware • Dry Goods •
From Bulk Foods to Farm Boots
From Wrenches to Farm Fences

60 First St. E. • 519-669-5166

Registered to ISO 
9001, 14001

Manufacturers of 
Sulphuric Acid
and Sodium 
Bisulphite

Sulco Chemicals Limited One Kilometre south of Winterbourne 
on Waterloo Regional Rd. 23

Regional Rd. 23 • 519-664-3701 519-699-5661

Custom Kitchens & Vanities
www.chervin.ca

MARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK INC.

4725 HERRGOTT ROAD
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

PHONE: 519-669-0111
FAX: 519-669-0087

• WOODTURNING
• CHAIR

COMPONENTS
• ROCKING CHAIR
& CHAIR REPAIRS

MARTINSMARTINS
CUSTOM WOODWORK CUSTOM WOODWORK CUSTOM WOODWORK CUSTOM WOODWORK 

4725 4725 
BOX 56, WALLENSTEIN, ONT

23B First Street East, 
ELMIRA  

PLEIN 
DISPOSAL

519-669-5136

519-699-5411

www.floorsfirst.com/stclementsheartandhome/

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
35 Howard Avenue, Elmira

(519) 669-3232

“WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDE LINE.”

Farm • Auto • Truck • Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

Call Us for Tires!Call Us for Tires!

NEXT CLINIC
WHERE:  Lion's Hall, Elmira

WHEN:  MARCH 26, 2009
2:00pm - 8:30pm

Blood and blood products are a critical part of everyday medical 
care, such as major surgeries and other medical procedures.

Specifically:

•  Red blood cells can be used to help accident victims, surgical  
   patients and people with anaemia
•  Platelets can be used to treat leukemia and cancer patients
•  Plasma is effective in treating patients suffering from burns or shock
• Cryoprecipitate, an additional component of blood, has been used 

to treat hemophilia and now other blood disorders

Every minute of every day, someone in Canada needs blood. Much of the 
blood that is transfused every year is done under emergency or trauma 
situations. In Canada, hundreds of thousands of people each year 
receive blood components or blood products following accidents, during 
surgery or for cancer treatments, burn therapy, hemophilia and other 
blood-related diseases.
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New homes suffer some damage in break-ins
»laW & oRDeR

Collision follows failure to stop

Party-on! 
As adults, partying now involves great food, good conversation... 
and still getting to sleep at a decent hour. From serving platters to
glassware to gourmet sauces and spreads, we have the party
essentials to help you celebrate in style (and within budget).

Inspiring Accents. Much more
than home decor

3 Arthur Street, Elmira  
519-669-9356
Located at Elmira's downtown corner 

www.inspiringaccents.com

ACCENT FURNITURE  • ARTWORK & PRINTS  • JEWELRY & PURSES  • POTTERY
LAMPE BERGER  • ENTERTAINMENT ESSENTIALS  • GIFTS FROM THE HEART
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MARCH 12 »
11:00 AM | Police received 
a report of an internal theft 
from Sanyo Canadian Ma-
chine Works on Industrial 
Drive in Elmira. It appears 
the theft took place some-
time between Mar. 10 and 11. 
A laptop computer and some 
currency were taken. There 
are no suspects at this time.

12:54 PM | A vehicle collision 
occurred in the Tim Hortons 
parking lot in Elmira. There 
were no injuries and no 
charges.

7:30 PM | An animal com-
plaint was lodged with 
police. It appears that two 
cats and a dog had been 
left alone and unattended 
in a Scott Street, St. Jacobs 
residence since Mar. 10. The 
complainant was worried, as 
the house had been left with 
no electricity. The dog was 
placed with a neighbour, 
and the Humane Society is 
investigating the incident.

MARCH 13  »
12:00 PM | A municipal em-
ployee, working in the area 
of Park Avenue and Union 
Street in Elmira, found an 
abandoned bike that appears 
to have been in that area for 
a number of months. The 
yellow and black Gravity In-
fi niti 21-speed youth moun-
tain bike was turned into 
police and may be claimed 
by its rightful owner at the 
Elmira detachment. If not 
claimed after 30 days, the 
bike will become part of the 
next police auction.

6:34 AM | No one was injured 
in a collision at Northfi eld 
Drive and Line 86 near Elm-

Some new homes under construction in 
Wellesley appear to have been targeted by van-
dals. On Mar. 14, Voisin Court in Wellesley was 
the scene of  a break-and-enter. A back window 
was broken at a new home under construction. 
About $400 in damage was reported but noth-
ing appears to have been taken. 

Another area home, also under construction, 
was also targeted. Windows were damaged and 
the total cost of  the damages reached between 
$2,500 and $3,500. Entry was gained through 
the doorway in the garage – nothing was tak-
en. The forensic branch of  the WRPS attended 
the scene.

ira. Two vehicles had been 
southbound on Northfi eld 
when one came to a stop and 
was rear-ended by the other. 
One driver was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

1:30 PM | Police received a 
report of a work place acci-
dent at A&F Gift and Souve-
nirs. A tool maker was taken 
to GRH after severing the 
tips of three fi ngers while 
cutting with an unguarded 
table saw. The Ministry of 
Labour continues with the 
investigation.

7:00 PM | A sugar shack in St. 
Clements burned to the ground 
after a man lit a fi re to thaw 
maple sap frozen in pans, and 
the fi re quickly spread. No 
one was hurt. The fi re, which 
started around 7 p.m., did not 
spread to a house, barn and 
gas tank nearby. Firefi ght-
ers from Linwood helped put 
out the blaze. Damage to the 
shanty is estimated at $10,000 
to $15,000. 

MARCH 14 »
1:10 AM | A theft was report-
ed at a business in Elmira. 

Police were approached by 
an employee from a neigh-
bouring business who ad-
vised that they had seen a 
dark-coloured Pontiac Grand 
Am at the business in ques-
tion. Two males were seen 
in the area but neither they 
nor the vehicle were located. 
An unknown amount of gas 
was taken from a tank on 
the premises. Usually locked 
and secured, this time the 
lock was not found

8:00 AM | A garage in the 
Park Avenue area of Elmira 
was forced open. Nothing 
appears to have been taken, 
although a garage opener 
was taken from a vehicle 
that had been parked on 
the street. The suspects also 
stole some clip-on-glasses. 
Police canvassed the area 
but were unable to locate 
the suspect. The code for the 
garage door opener has since 
been changed.

12:05 PM | A collision oc-
curred in the area of Evening 
Star in Conestogo. One male 
party was taken to Grand 
River Hospital to be treated 

for minor injuries. One driv-
er was charged with ‘turn 
not in safety.’

1:09 PM | Police received a re-
port of a theft from a vehicle 
behind Soehner Insurance 
on Arthur Street in Elmira. 
There was no damage to the 
unlocked vehicle, although 
a Sirius satellite radio worth 
approximately $300, an FM 
transmitter worth $170 and 
a Garmin GPS worth $300 
were taken. Vehicle docu-
ments were also missing. 

MARCH 15 »

1:55 PM | A bike was taken 
from the Foodland grocery 
store on Arthur Street South in 
Elmira. The white, Kona – Jake 
the Snake was stolen while the 
complainant was working.

MARCH 16 »
11:43 AM | Snyder Avenue 
South in Elmira was the 
scene of a break-and-enter 
which appears to have taken 
place some time between 
Mar. 13 at 5:30 p.m. and 
March 16. Nothing was taken, 
although signifi cant damage 
was caused, to the tune of 

$15,000. It appears there are 
no surveillance videos or wit-
ness accounts at this point in 
time, The WRPS’ forensics 
branch attended the scene.

3:55 PM | A trailer plate was 
reported as lost locally some 
time between the summer 
and fall of 2008.

MARCH 17 »
11:36 AM | A bike was found 
in a wooded area of Pintail 
Drive in Elmira. The sil-
ver 10-speed Huffy may be 
claimed by its rightful owner 
at division 3A.
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 2009 ACCESSIBILITY PLAN
NOW AVAILABLE! 

The Region has an annual plan to make its services and sites more accessible 
for people with disabilities.  Copies of the Region’s sixth annual accessibility 
plan are now available free of charge   

• Visit our website at: 
www.region.waterloo.on.ca/accessibility

• Or drop by 99 Regina St. S., Social Services Department on the 5th  floor 
     from 8:30am to 4:30pm, Monday to Friday.  

For more information about the plan please contact:  

Vanessa Lopak 
Social Planning Associate 
E-mail at access@region.waterloo.on. 

ca

Phone at 519-883-2302
TTY at 519-883-2428

This plan is also available in alternate formats 
upon request: electronic copy (CD) in text only or PDF; Braille; or large print.  

SUDDEN STOP one driver 
was charged with failing 
to stop for a stop sign af-
ter a collision at the corner 
of Weimar line and Moser 
Young road Mar. 19.
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The Observer welcomes letters to the editor 
on topics of interest to our readers. Letters 
may be edited for brevity, grammar, and legal 
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Opportunity knocks for BIA

Sunday is World Water Day. While Canada boasts many lakes and rivers, 85% of 
Waterloo Region’s drinking water comes from the ground. On average, we use 85-95 
litres for a shower, 76 litres to wash the dishes by hand ... all told, a typical Canadian 
household uses 511,000 litres of water each year.

Children’s Water Education Council

“These people brought this on themselves. Now you’re rewarding failure. A lot of these 
people should be fired, not awarded bonuses. This is horrible. It’s outrageous.”

U.S. Senator Richard Shelby addresses the AIG issue

These are exciting times for the Elmira 
BIA. Or they could be. The opportunity ex-
ists to stir itself  out of  its long reverie.

The arrival of  $90,000 – essentially a 
settlement for the organization to drop its 
stance in the OMB fight against Wal-Mart 
– could be the catalyst for renewed inter-
est in the core, and those who do business 
there. The dollar amount is relatively pal-
try, but it could be worth far more if  it ac-
tually leads the BIA to rejuvenate itself.

Just getting together to decide what to do 
with the money would be a good first step. 
The organization, in danger of  disband-
ing five years ago, has seen dwindling 
participation. Getting together to discuss 
the funds could lead to tackling the larger 
issues, the ones that continue to plague 
downtown Elmira (and, to be fair, down-
towns everywhere).

At present, the BIA is leaning towards 
investing the money, using the income 
to augment its annual budget of  $30,000, 
much of  which goes toward beautification 
efforts such as hanging flower baskets. A 
few more dollars could fund, for instance, 
a façade- improvement program to help 
spruce up the downtown. 

More helpful, however, would be the devel-
opment of  a cohesive vision for the core, a 
strategy to provide what the public wants 
in order to attract people downtown. That 
could include longer hours and marketing 
expertise to make stores more in line with 
the expectations of  today’s customers. In 
the bigger picture, that would mean at-
tracting the kinds of  businesses that bring 
people in and entice them to linger, such 
as outdoor cafes to take play up the down-
town’s advantages in the better weather.

The BIA has recognized an opportunity 
presented by a growing Elmira. Many of  
the new homes are within walking distance 
of  the core; the goal now is to give them a 
reason to walk, and stop, downtown.

What’s really needed is an entrepreneur 
or two who sees the potential. An active 
BIA could nurture that. The township, 
too, has a role to play. In the last few years, 
Woolwich has completed a core review 
for Elmira, and has undertaken zoning 
changes to tweak the development options 
downtown. Much of  the emphasis, not 
surprisingly, has been on the retail por-
tion of  downtown business. Such thinking 
dominates municipal planning schemes 

just about everywhere. Under pressure 
today from big-box retail, much as they 
were from the malls in previous genera-
tions, downtowns are having to cope with 
change. That doesn’t always sit well with 
core retailers, including some members of  
the BIA.

Even as it ponders its own future as an 
organization, the Elmira BIA continues 
to worry about the fate of  the downtown 
– specifically, keeping in place a strong re-
tail component.

The core is not without its problems: 
there is the struggle to maintain a favour-
able balance between retailers and servic-
es; there are some eyesores (the Steddick 
leaps immediately to mind); and there are 
the concerns over competition. 

Attractive, unique and pedestrian-friend-
ly streetscapes, including trees, green 
spaces, flowers, benches and trails and 
amenities such as restaurants are what 
residents want from their downtowns. 
Elmira’s core review has recognized those 
demands. While council can create an ap-
propriate environment, it’s up to property 
owners to make the changes demanded by 
the public.
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»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

Autocratic leaders collude to diminish our rights

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

Guantanamo closure only the tip of the gulag iceberg 
In his first week in of-
fice, President Barack 
Obama announced 
the closure of  the 
notorious detention 
camp at Guantanamo 
Bay. It was a promise 
kept and a corner 
turned – but Guan-
tanamo is only the 

most visible part of  an entire archipel-
ago of  extra-legal and often secret U.S. 
prisons that extends halfway around the 
planet. Like the “Gulag Archipelago” of  
the old Soviet Union, made famous by 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, most of  its in-
mates are people who were seized only 
on suspicion, and many of  them were 
tortured to get “confessions.”

It was widely assumed that shutting 
down Guantanamo was just the first 
step in winding up the whole shameful 
system, but the signals sent by the new 
administration since then have not been 
reassuring. Last month, U.S. govern-
ment lawyers made a series of  inter-
ventions which suggested that it would 
be business as usual, Bush-style, for the 
thousands of  detainees trapped in other 
parts of  the secret prison system man-
aged by the United States.

Last week came the first sign that 
Obama remembers that he came to drain 
the whole swamp, not just to whack a 
couple of  high-profile alligators. The 

Welcome to the new 
autocracy of  Canada, 
“autocracy” defined 
by Merriam Webster 
as government “in 
which one person 
possesses unlimited 
power.”

Our autocracy only 
differs from a pure 

autocracy because every few years the 
public gets to choose which potential 
autocrat to give all the power to.

In fact, each of  us really has two au-
tocrats set in authority over us: one in 
Ottawa and one in the provincial capi-
tal. Out here, that would be Stephen 
Harper and Gordon Campbell, respec-
tively.

Both of  these autocrats subscribe to 
the theory that the more humungous 
private companies doing their thing 
on our rivers, the better. They also be-
lieve in avoiding contact with the pub-
lic. After all, the citizenry might not 
like what they are doing and stir up a 
terrible fuss. Although the autocrats 
must know that they’re safe because 
their tame media can be counted upon 
to be silent.

Harper has employed parliamentary 
trickery by including changes to the 
Navigable Waters Protection Act in the 
budget bill making the amendments 
of  the act a matter of  confidence so 
that the only way the Commons can 
defeat the amendments is to defeat the 
government.

The Senate, if  it had had any back-
bone, could have severed the amend-
ments to the act, but the parliamentary 
poodles decided not to do so.

Let’s look at what the Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Act set out to do and 
what the amendments will mean.

Back in 1882, the federal parliament 

passed the Navigable Waters Protec-
tion Act, which was “designed to pro-
tect the public right of  navigation in 
Canadian waters, as defined by the law, 
by prohibiting the building, placing or 
maintaining of  any work whatsoever 
in, on, over, under, through or across 
any such navigable water, without the 
authorization of  the minister of  fish-
eries and oceans Canada. The expres-
sion ‘navigable water’ designates any 
body of  water capable, in its natural 
state, of  being navigated by any type 
of  floating vessel for the purpose of  
transportation, recreation or com-
merce and includes a canal and any 
other body of  water created or altered 
for the benefit of  the public, as a result 
of  the waterway assigned for public 
use. The public right of  navigation 
also includes the use of  both pleasure 
craft and commercial ships as well as 
all other types of  boats.”

Now autocrat Harper wants to amend 
this act, because, he says, the act is out 
of  date.

How the hell can an act be “out of  
date” unless it’s been overtaken by new 
circumstances? In fact, the old act is 
more apropos now than ever before. So 
indeed is the Magna Carta upon which 
the right to navigation was based.

The changes that disembowel the old 
act are:

1. The removal of  the four named 
works (bridges, causeways, dams, and 
booms) as obstructions to navigation.

2. Giving the minister of  transpor-
tation the power to create “classes of  
works” and “classes of  navigable wa-
ters” – in other words: separating them 
into “major” and “minor” categories. 
It’s noteworthy that the minister in 
charge of  the act until now has been the 
minister of  fisheries and oceans and it 
seems obvious that the change is more 

than merely cosmetic.
3. Giving the minister sole discretion 

in determining what constitutes “sig-
nificant interference with navigation.” 
In essence, this eliminates environ-
mental assessments in most cases, as 
the matter moves from environmental 
protection to a matter of  who has made 
wise political investments. It effective-
ly permits the minister to do what he 
wishes.

It should be noted that estimates of  
Canada’s supply of  fresh water vary 
depending on whether we mean all 
fresh water or just from lakes. In total 
we have about 20 per cent of  the world’s 
supply and we live next to a thirstier 
and thirstier country that would vastly 
prefer importing our water to using 
their own.

Enter, stage right, autocrat Campbell. 
His energy policy uses water, and it’s 
a considerable nuisance when kayak-
ers and their ilk use these rivers, then 
claim that they are navigable rivers so 
that their use of  them brings the rivers 
under the protection of  the 1882 act. 
Wouldn’t it be nice and convenient for 
autocrat C to call up autocrat H and get 
him to name the rivers that Autocrat C 
needs for private energy production? 
What Campbell worries about is the 
definition of  navigable waters in the old 
act, which, God forbid, actually gives 
people, ordinary people the right to use 
navigable waters. After the amendment 
passes, that right will be subject to the 
minister of  transportation without any 
hearing or debate. 

What if  some or even all of  the B.C. 
rivers coveted by private energy com-
panies were in fact within the defini-
tion and needed a federal permit? Can’t 
have that, you know. This brings the 
rabble into the deal chanting for their 
rights going back to 1215, the ones au-

tocrat Harper and autocrat Campbell 
want taken away from them. 

In short, gentle readers, I smell a rat. I 
see two governments bound and deter-
mined to see our water in the form of  
energy or in bulk going to the U.S. and 
my sensitive proboscis tells me that, as 
happened with fish farms, the federal 
government doesn’t want any part of  
environmental protection of  rivers. 

What is the logical conclusion? 
Campbell gets rid of  a federal nui-

sance leaving him in charge of  envi-
ronmental assessment, which he can 
waive or, forgive the pun, “water down” 
to suit his private power pals and politi-
cal donors. 

Let’s see then where we stand: Our Au-
tocrat C says we need power, when we 
clearly do not and fiddles the figures to 
make that seem the case. (The govern-
ment says we have been net importers 
of  energy for seven out of  the last 11 
years. The real figures from the Nation-
al Energy Board show we are net ex-
porters of  energy for eight of  the last 11 
years. The Campbell government’s ac-
counting includes power imported from 
Alberta and immediately “flipped” to 
the U.S., power that was never intended 
for domestic consumption.)

Autocrat C then says BC Hydro can’t 
make that power we don’t need. He then 
gives the job to friends in the business 
world. He forces BC Hydro to give them 
fat contracts for power, which can only 
be created in the spring thaw when BC 
Hydro doesn’t need any power -- mean-
ing that this private power is obviously 
intended for export. 

Now, because he doesn’t want us mem-
bers of  the public to make nuisances of  
ourselves, he has his federal friend re-
move all obstacles to private firms that 
want to rape our rivers as their need 
and greed arises. 

U.S. government is to stop using the term 
“illegal enemy combatants,” a label con-
trived by the Bush administration to jus-
tify detaining people indefinitely with-
out ever bringing them before a court 
or even granting them prisoner-of-war 
status.

Only 242 prisoners are still held at 
Guantanamo, but that is just the tip of  
an iceberg. There are thousands more 
held in legal black holes at Bagram air-
base in Afghanistan, in Iraq, Djibouti 
and the prison ships, at the U.S. base on 
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean, and in 
the countries where the Central Intelli-
gence Agency has been outsourcing the 
more severe forms of  torture (notably 
Egypt, Morocco and Jordan). 

An exact count of  the detainees is im-
possible, because in many cases even 
their names are not known, but esti-
mates run as high as 18,000 people. Some 
of  them have been held for as much as 
seven years.

Some of  them were involved in acts of  
violence against Americans, others at 
least gave the matter some thought, and 
some are completely innocent, just as 
at Guantanamo. All were classed as “il-
legal enemy combatants,” which meant 
that they had no legal recourse against 
their imprisonment.

Since his first bold gesture about Guan-
tanamo, Obama has seemed to be drift-
ing towards the view of  the Washington 

security establishment, which would 
rather lock up innocent people than 
risk letting a dangerous person go free.  
When Judge John Bates of   the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of  Columbia, 
hearing the case of  four men held at Ba-
gram, asked the new administration if  it 
intended to change the Bush-era policy 
of  keeping the detainees out of  reach of  
the courts, the answer was no.

The Bagram detainees wanted Judge 
Bates to extend last year’s Supreme 
Court decision, which gave Guantana-
mo inmates access to the U.S. courts, so 
that prisoners in other extra-legal pris-
ons abroad could also benefit from the 
ruling. The Bush administration had 
opposed their request, but Judge Bates 
asked the Obama administration if  it 
wanted to “refine” its position. 

“Having considered the matter, the gov-
ernment adheres to its previously artic-
ulated position,” replied the Justice De-
partment, re-affirming the Bush policy.

In another case last month, involving 
a lawsuit by several former detainees 
against a subsidiary of  Boeing that sup-
plied aircraft for the “rendition” flights 
that had delivered them to various des-
tinations for torture, the Obama admin-
istration repeated the Bush demand that 
the case be dismissed because discuss-
ing it in court could damage national 
security and relations with other na-
tions. (Translation: we did send them 

for torture, but letting the case proceed 
would embarrass the people who did the 
torture for us.) 

It was looking pretty grim for a while, 
as if  Obama’s decision to shut down 
Guantanamo and halt torture by U.S. 
government agencies was mere window-
dressing for a policy that had not really 
changed at all. Even now it is not sure 
that he is going to change the policy fun-
damentally; after all, he has fallen into 
the clutches of  the Washington consen-
sus in his Afghanistan policy. But drop-
ping the category of  “illegal enemy com-
batants” is a hopeful sign.

The Justice Department said that sus-
pects will in future be held according to 
legal standards set by the international 
laws of  war. In itself, that only means 
that there will be no more torture and 
no more renditions, and that the United 
States must provide information about 
all the people it holds. It does not mean 
it will release them until after the “war” 
is over, even though the “war on terror,” 
like the “war on crime” or the “war on 
drugs,” could last for decades.

Nor does promising to treat the detain-
ees according to the Geneva Conventions 
oblige the Obama administration to give 
them access to the U.S. court system. 
That will require a separate decision, 
and Obama will not make it until he 
thinks the country is ready (if  he makes 
it at all). But this is a start.
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»OBSERVER Q&A

“The snow drops coming out 
of the ground, and getting my 
shoes covered in mud.”

Stan Smurthwaite »

“Groundhogs come out of their 
holes; when you walk the trails 
the groundhogs are up out of 
their holes, you see them you 
know that spring is around the 
corner. ”

Ron Christie » Cathy Brubacher »Emily Phillips »

“I saw my first robin and always 
the temperature change.”

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

“To see the snow is gone – that’s 
a very happy thing. And just 
looking forward to seeing the 
leaves on the trees.”

What sign do you look for to determine that spring has sprung?

TIME IS RELATIVE, AND HOLIDAY TIME HAS A WHOLE DIFFERENT 
MEANING FOR PARENTS THAN IT DOES FOR KIDS AND TEACHERS.

Basics Beauty & Beyond

519-210-0327

519-210-0411

Phone:

Phone:

L A S E R  &  E L E C T R O L Y S I S
H A I R  R E M O V A L 519-669-0237

Phone:

HAIR LOFT

Find the services you need all at one convenient location: 

Come
and visit

our new location...

35 Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-0237

Effective removal of skin disorders & blemishes
including broken capillaries, warts and skin tags.

519-210-0327

GiftCetificatesAvailable

GiftCetificatesAvailable

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5
visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

All cold meats are free of MSG, flour, wheat and milk products.

We carry Large White, 
Brown and Flax Fed Eggs 

from OK Egg Farm.

Specials from March 23 - March 27

Store Made,

$3.59 

Ib.
/$6.59kg.

Store Made Turkey, Honey Garlic, or Ball Park 

Smoked
Sausages

Roasting 
Chickens

Large, Fresh

$2.49 

Bright Brand,

$2.99 

Mozzarella
Cheese

Bacon

$6.99 

Ib.
/$7.91kg.

Store Made,

Roadhouse
Burgers

$2.79 Ib.
/$6.15kg.

Ib.
/$15.41kg.

Ib.
/$5.49kg.

(12 x 6oz Box)
$11.99 ea.

(5lbs + Bulk)
$3.29lb.
$7.25kg.

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
$22.00$22.00

PER BOX

WED. MARCH 25,  10:00am - 2:00pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Naval Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

Pressure Points are Areas of
Stored Stress on a Nerve Pathway

With Dr. Bryan LaWrence, D.c.

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:

• FATIGUE  • HEADACHES
• LOW BACK PAIN

• NECK PAIN  • SINUS & ALLERGIES
• ARM AND WRIST PAIN

(Carpel Tunnel Syndrome)

• NUMBNESS & TINGLING (Arms & Legs)
Learn how gentle, light touch will assist your body to promote

improved health. "Address the Cause. Not the Symptoms."

Call  519-746-6022 - Space is l imited

PRESSURE POINT THERAPY
COMPLIMENTARY

WORKSHOP

When: Wednesday, March 25th, 2009, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Where: 30 Dupont St. E., Suite 204, Waterloo

Participants are asked to bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the local Food Bank.

Visit www.countrylinefurniture.com
to view our online catalog.

• Hutches
• Sideboards
• Buffets
• Tables
• Chairs
• Dressers
• Armoires
• Wall Units
• Bedside Tables
• Jewelry Chests
• and more...

Quality that will
last generations
Quality that will
last generations

NOW

OPEN TO

THE PUBLIC!

furniture
since
1985 inc.

7388 3rd Line RR#2, Wallenstein | Phone: 519-669-4118

Hand-crafted,
solid wood dresser.

Hand-crafted,Hand-crafted,
solid wood dresser.solid wood dresser.

Since 1929

SPECIALIZING IN:
• MOVING 
• RECOVERING | REFURBISHING
• POOL TABLE SALES & SERVICE
• SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
• DART EQUIPMENT | SHUFFLE BOARDS
• ACCESSORIES | LIGHTS

The 
Area’s
Best
Selection!

Monday - Friday 10:30am - 6pm
Saturday 11am - 5pm

103 Ontario St., Kitchener
519.745.4053

Free Customer Parking
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BUSINESS »
»EASTER BUYS

Best to look before you … hop
Easter is prime season for the sale of rabbits, but potential owners should heed a few caveats before buying

See BUNNY »16

Your yard waste will

be recycled into

compost!

DID YOU KNOW?

www.region.waterloo.on.ca/waste
519-883-5100

Settlement areas now receive
bi-weekly yard waste collection.

See your township calendar
for all your collection information.

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

As temperatures soared 
this week, and the moun-
tains of  snow all but 
disappeared, thoughts 
of  warm spring weather 
abounded. 

Along with images 
of  budding plants and 
blooming trees came im-
ages of  chocolates, can-
dies and … Easter bun-
nies. 

But as eager pet enthu-
siasts flock to their pet 
stores in search of  those 
cuddly creatures, at 
least one provincial or-
ganization is looking to 
discourage people from 
making hasty, impulse 
purchases.

“This time of  year is 
quite a popular time of  
year – getting close to 
Easter you have the as-
sociation with rabbits,” 
said Danielle Mills-
Mammoliti, of  the On-
tario Rabbit Education 
Organization (OREO), 
a registered non-profit 
organization established 
to promote the health 
and well-being of  domes-
tic rabbits in Ontario.  
“They’re cute, they’re 
fuzzy and people tend to 
think it is a good idea to 
pick them up as an Easter 
gift for a loved one. There 
is nothing wrong with 
that, but the problem is 
they don’t stay small for 
ever,” said Mills-Mam-

moliti, noting that as the 
little bunnies quickly 
grow older, their needs 
increase and diversify.

After just two to three 
months rabbits reach ma-
turity, meaning that they 
can start breeding. A fer-
tile female can have a lit-
ter of  up to six every 30 to 
32 days. After 24 hours of  
delivering most females 
are “ready to go again.” 
(Hence the phrase: “at it 
like rabbits.”) 

Suddenly the duties of  
looking after one or two 
rabbits mushrooms ex-
ponentially and if  money 
and time are issues, it’s 
the rabbits who suffer. 

“We just kind of  cau-
tion people at Easter: 
you have to realize it’s a 
long-term commitment: 
this rabbit is going to 
develop and change as 
you have it,” she said, 
noting that six to nine 
months after Easter, hu-
mane societies typically 
brace themselves for an 
influx of  unwanted rab-
bits. According to the 
Make Mine Chocolate 
campaign – whose goals 
are to spread the mes-
sage that rabbits should 
not be casually acquired 
and to educate the public 
about the special needs of  
the animals – eight out of  
10 rabbits are abandoned 
at some point in their 
lives, Mills-Mammoliti 
explained. 

Domestic rabbits let 

loose into the wild have 
very low survival rates 
even in areas inhabited 
by their wild cousins 
because they do not pos-

sesses the appropriate 
instincts or immune sys-
tems to survive.

“Do your research and 
know what you’re getting 

into before you do it.” 
Though rabbits might 

not be thought of  as high 
maintenance pets like 
dogs, they require much 

more attention than most 
pet owners are aware of.

In addition to requiring 
regular exercise every 
day, rabbits need to have 
steady access to food – 
including pellets, hay, 
fresh vegetables and wa-
ter – and ample space to 
stretch and exercise.

Once rabbits reach 
maturity they should 
be spayed or neutered. 
Failure to administer 
these often expensive 
procedures can result in 
a myriad of  physical and 
psychological complica-
tions, said Mills-Mam-
moliti.

According to OREO, 85 
to 90 per cent of  rabbits 
will develop some form 
of  cancer if  not spayed 
or neutered before the 
age of  three.

Rabbits that are not 
fixed can become aggres-
sive and nippy towards 
other rabbits as well as 
towards humans, and 
can even become violent 
against their own kin. 
Unneutered males may 
start to fight, sometimes 
to the death.

“You end up with basi-
cally a little hormone 
machine that chews, 
digs, sprays, and if  you 
haven’t done your re-
search before hand it 
can really catch you off  
guard,” she noted.

Rabbits are highly so-
ciable animals and gen-

LITTLE WASCALS Kayla Lamers poses with one of her furry friends, Little Lottie. The Elmira resident rescues  
rabbits and other animals and believes that if potential pet owners did more research before buying critters, 
fewer animals would be left without homes.
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www.nextenergy.ca  |  519-669-2707 

100 South Field Dr., Elmira  |  519-669-4964 

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Congratulations
on another
great season,
Kings!

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira  |  519-669-1591 

CONGRATULATIONS KINGS!

SANYO
CANADIAN 
 MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

1-2633 Hergott Rd., St. Clements  |  519-699-1118 

Turn To The Experts

Turn To The Experts

Another 
Great Season!

9 Mill St., Elmira  |  519-669-5161 48 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-8799 

A proud
sponsor of

Elmira’s
Sugar Kings

23 Wellington St. N., Drayton  |  519-638-3395 

CHERREY BUS LINES INC
T

V

Day Trips & Overnight Tours
TOLL FREE1-800-265-8980

33 First St. E., Elmira  |  519-669-3373 

Accredited
Repair Facility

COMPLETE REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

TO ALL CARS, 
LIGHT TRUCKS & SUVS.

519.669.1949

WE ARE
COMMITTED TO...

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS!

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira

1-800-CARSTAR

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

Body MaintenanceAt

22 Second St., Elmira  |  519-669-1217 

Specializing in:
• Additions
• Interior Renovations
• Window Replacement

21 Howard Ave, Elmira  |  519-669-4400 

Accredited
Repair Facility

COMPLETE REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

TO ALL CARS, 
LIGHT TRUCKS & SUVS.

519.669.1949

WE ARE
COMMITTED TO...

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS!

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

Providing the latest technology to repair your vehicle.

76 Howard Ave., Elmira  |  519-669-3993 76 Howard Ave., Elmira  |  519-669-3993

 
Congratulations

 on another 
fantastic season!

1370 King St. N., St. Jacobs  |  519-664-3412 

For All Your Tire Needs

“Doing it right for over 65 years!”

THOMAN
TIRE SERVICE (1989) Ltd.

65 Howard Ave. Unit 5, Elmira  |  519-669-1461 

Congratulations on a well-played season!

ECRA/ESA# 7000404

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-3658 

Read’sSINCE 1961

E C O R A T I N G

Read’sRead’s
Specializing in Paint & Wallcoverings

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira  |  519-669-2884 

361 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-2831 

VOISIN CHRYSLER
SEE US FOR YOUR BEST DEAL.

PROUD TO SPONSOR ELMIRA’S SUGAR KINGS!

39 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-8991 

Accredited
Repair Facility

COMPLETE REPAIRS 
& MAINTENANCE 

TO ALL CARS, 
LIGHT TRUCKS & SUVS.

519.669.1949

WE ARE
COMMITTED TO...

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS!

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira

Way to go Kings!

Sip & BiteSip & Bite
Home Cooking

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira  |  519-669-2561 

Day-old Egg Layers

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

30 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-9028 

1205 King St., St. Jacobs  |  519-664-2226 (3400) 

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

5 1  Y E A R S  I N  B U S I N E S S

ALWAYSFREE DELIVERY!

5 Finch Place, Elmira  |  519-669-8550 

Promotional Consultant
For Over Forty Years

Wayne G.
Martin

20-A Arthur St. N., Elmira  |  519-669-0003 

dwitmer@witmercac.com
DENISE WITMER

20-A Arthur St. N., Elmira  |  519-669-5040 49 Industrial Dr., Elmira  |  519-669-1631 

Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
Stephen Webb B.Sc.,

stephen_webb@cooperators.ca

Home Auto Life Investments Group Business Farm Travel

Proud to support

Elmira Sugar Kings

Largest 100% Canadian 
multi-product insurer.

25 Industrial Dr., Elmira  |  519-669-2632

 

P.O. Box 66, Elmira  |  519-669-3390 

MARC  MIQUEL HELSEN

It wasn’t the greatest of  seasons, 
but better than the seventh place 
fi nish might otherwise indicate.

After earning a spot in the 
league’s top-two positions and 
making the Cherrey Cup fi nals 
for two consecutive seasons, this 
year’s Elmira Sugar Kings paled 
in comparison. A fi rst-round exit 
against the Kitchener Dutchmen 
in six closely contested playoff  
games left the team and its fans 
equally surprised, however.

The team’s coaching staff  – cog-
nizant at the beginning of  the 
season that the year would pose 
its fair share of  challenges as a 
handful of  new players came to-
gether to fi ll the voids left by the 
departure of  eight veterans – felt 
the squad deserved more. 

“I still feel now that we are a lot 
better than a seventh place team; 
with any breaks we thought we 
could have beat Kitchener in the 
fi rst round,” said general man-
ager Keith Stewart.

The Kings lost 5-4 and then 6-5 
in their fi rst two games against 
the Dutchmen, before winning 
two consecutive home games 4-2 
and 5-4. The momentum shifted 
in game fi ve with a 6-3 loss in 
Kitchener, and a cruel 4-3 over-
time loss in Elmira in game six. 

Playoff  statistics show that the 
fi rst team to score in a series is 
often the heavy favourite to pre-
vail, and the Kings were beaten 
to the punch in every game ex-
cept the fi nal showdown. That 
said, the pugnacious Elmira 
squad battled back from several 
signifi cant defi cits (a 5-1 second 
period defi cit in game one, 3-0 
fi rst period defi cit in game two) 
to give their adversaries a run 
for their money. 

Back row: Bill Ferrier (equipment manager), John Craig (scout), Bob Cummings (player development), Jeff Seddon (president), Gary Schaefer (head trainer). Third row: Zac Salomon, Philip Teri, Jon Jutzi, 
Andrew Smith, Kyle McNeil, Paul Thompson. Second row: Kyle Campbell (assistant coach), Tyler Kuntz, Jarred Parent, Michael Therrien, Shane Smith, Kyle Blaney, Josh Ranalli, Nic MacEachern, Jake Jef-
feries, Marc McCallum (goalie coach).Front row: Brandon Wysman, Jim MacEachern (assistant coach), Jeff Zippel (A), Keith Stewart (general manager), Patrick Shantz (C), Geoff Haddaway (head coach), 
Brent Freeman (A), Trent Brown (A), Jake Williams. Kneeling in front: Tristen White (stick boy) and Brady Erb (stick boy).

Kings look to build on up-and-down season

“We have a certain level that 
we expect to play at in Elmira; 
I thought we got close to it but 
were unable to maintain it for 
long enough periods of  time,” 
said head coach Geoff  Haddaway 
of  his team’s playoff  run.

“All of  us felt really confi dent 
that we could make some noise 
and we were capable of  upsetting 
anybody in the playoffs – it didn’t 
quite happen. In six games, I’ll 
only concede that Kitchener was 
better in one of  those six games, 
clearly better in game fi ve – the 
rest we kind of  got ourselves un-
der the eight ball.” 

In its series with Kitchener, 
which fi nished second overall 
during the regular season, Elm-
ira was outscored by a marginal 
27-24 goals in six games. It also 
managed to go 10 for 39 on the 

power play, compared to Kitch-
ener’s 8 for 34. 

“Those are the things that lead 
to an upset – we just didn’t quite 
get it fi nished,” said Haddaway.

Despite the fi nal result, the 
Kings had banked on a better 
postseason. After getting a slow 
start to the regular season, they 
were able to hit their stride in 
the new year, eventually turning 
a losing record into .500 hockey 
with a 24-24-5 record. During the 
course of  the regular season the 
Sugar Kings exhibited moments 
of  brilliance where they downed 
the league’s best teams, includ-
ing wins against Brantford, 
Kitchener, Cambridge, Waterloo 
and Listowel. Elmira’s poor fi n-
ish came not so much as a result 
of  a tepid collective effort or lack 
of  character, but more, perhaps, 

as a result of  inexperience.
“I was never really concerned 

about effort … we had a fantastic 
group of  young men,” said Hadd-
away, noting that as the season 
drew on, the team’s newcomers, 
like Kyle Blaney, Tyler Kuntz, 
and Jarred Parent,  took on new 
roles that they had hitherto 
never assumed: goal scorers in 
minor hockey suddenly became 
checkers and grinders and en-
ergy players. Towards the end of  
the season and the playoffs, their 
performances grew stronger.

“It was heartening to see, and 
it bodes well for the future,” said 
Haddaway.

As the Kings look towards next 
season, such newcomers will lay 
the foundation for a team that 
will see just three players gradu-
ate out of  the system.

“I think we’re going to be that 
much better for it now that some 
of  these young kids have a year 
of  Junior under their belt. … It’s 
going to help us in the future,” 
said Stewart, noting that deal-
ing with the coming and going of  
veteran players is nothing new, 
rather something that all Junior 
B teams must contend with an-
nually.

“I don’t call it rebuilding. I call 
it reloading, because I expect 
that we have a good team on the 
ice every year and we’re compet-
itive,” said Stewart. 

Haddaway agrees. 
“I don’t ever go into a year 

thinking it’s rebuilding, espe-
cially in Elmira. Their tradition 
is too steep to just say, ‘oh, we’re 
starting all over again.’ We have 
a sound base every year and that 

will continue next year,” said 
the coach.

That said, three top line players 
will be leaving the Kings at the 
end of  this season: speedy play-
maker and prolifi c goal scorer 
Brent Freeman, who notched a 
ninth place fi nish in the confer-
ence’s scoring leaders’ race with 
30 goals and 46 assists; hulking 
forward Kyle McNeil, who joined 
the squad midway through the 
season and still managed to pick 
up 24 goals and 23 assists in 32 
games, and game-winning goals 
in six matches, four to end the 
regular season and two in the 
playoffs; and the team’s captain 
and stalwart defenceman Pat-
rick Shantz. Each is  graduating 
out of  the system due to his age, 
20 or over. 

“Those are some pretty big 
holes to fi ll, but for all the rook-
ies we had this year, I expect 
them to be stepping it up a notch 
next year,” said Stewart, noting 
that players like Jon Jutzi, de-
fenceman Trent Brown and Mi-
chael Therrien, as well as Jeff  
Zippel will be next season’s go-
to guys. 

That said, no position on the 
ice is yet earned, and each play-
er will have to work to justify 
his place on the roster.

To that end, a rookie camp will 
take place at the Ice Park in Cam-
bridge from May 9-10. There, lo-
cal, as well as out-of-town play-
ers will get a chance to vie for a 
spot on the Elmira squad.

“It’s going to be open tryouts. 
Just because you were there last 
year that doesn’t mean anything 
– I’m not happy where we ended 
up and they’d better show up 
ready to compete or they could 
be out of  a spot,” said Stewart. 

“We have to be better for next 
year,” added Haddaway.

50 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-1661 

Congratulations
on a very

successful year

C.H. SOEHNER INSURANCE LIMITED
“Established 1925”
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»FOOD FOR THOUGHT | OWEN ROBERTS

When it comes to science, Obama is no clone

M&T Business Card Ad:Layout 1  04/03/09  10:22 AM  Page 1

*Up to an 80% discount! * Excludes product * Offer Expires April 23rd/09

Phone: 519.669.4110
112 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira

(In the Birdland Plaza)
AT HOME

PROGRAMS

ALSO

AVAILABLE

We are offering Full programs for 
$300 and waiving the admin fee!

This includes:
Weight loss, stabilization and maintenance.

8 Weeks

$149
(Up to 20lbs)

12 Weeks

$199
(Up to 30lbs)

4 Weeks

$99
(Up to 10lbs)

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Elmira’s Vac Centre

9 Church Street E. Elmira  •  519.669.8362

#ECP500E

Includes
11 Piece

Standard Electric
Package

$720.00
REGULAR
$870.00

YOU SAVE $150.00

In the U.S., the George W. Bush ad-
ministration was often accused of, 
among other things, muzzling or 
ignoring science. That criticism 
was based in part on the then-presi-
dent’s order – twice upheld – to ban 
federal funding of  embryonic stem 
cell research.

So it was no wonder many mem-
bers of  the worldwide science com-

munity breathed a sigh of  relief  when President Ba-
rack Obama took the bold step of  overturning that ban 
earlier this month. 

Even though his Republican opponent John McCain 
said on the campaign trail he too would change horses 
on the matter if  elected, it was Obama who had to step 
to the plate, and did.

Obama’s decision re-opened a long-simmering debate 
about the ethics of  stem cell use. To make stem cell 
studies appeal to a wider spectrum of  the public, sci-
ence is figuring out how to develop them without sacri-

ficing human embryos, which is key to the debate. 
I don’t believe anyone wants to see people suffer with 

the likes of  Parkinson’s disease and paralysis from 
spinal injuries, two afflictions held out as having great 
treatment potential through stem cell technology. At 
the same time, the world needs to be eased into an era 
where human cells are not produced conventionally.

So, what does all this mean for food and farming? 
Agriculture has always been a technology-receptive 

and dependent sector. Research can move quickly from 
the lab into the field; significant traits that change dis-
ease resistance, yield and so on can be implemented 
quickly.

But without research, there’s nothing to move, and 
nothing to implement. Since the 1930s, Ontario has 
gained enormously from an agricultural research part-
nership between the University of  Guelph and the On-
tario Ministry of  Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. 
Research advancements in plant and animal technol-
ogy have developed to the point where the partnership 
now returns to Ontario $3 for every $1 received. With 

spinoff  effects and other financial returns considered, 
the annual economic impact on the province exceeds 
$1.15 billion.

University of  Guelph professor W. Allan King is one 
of  Canada’s leading experts on animal cell cloning. He 
holds a Canada Research Chair in animal reproductive 
biotechnology, with a goal of  creating strategies for the 
efficient use of  these technologies. 

But that can’t happen without a culture and environ-
ment that supports research.

When former president Bush cut funds for stem cell 
studies, King says it hurt everyone working in repro-
ductive biotechnology, human and animal. Often, what 
scientists learn in animal applications is applicable in 
humans, and vice versa. In certain diseases, human 
research is way ahead because of  the resources dedi-
cated to it. But when there’s something as extreme as 
a ban on funding for a promising human technology, 
new knowledge, along with ways to harness it and de-
velop it ethically, grinds to a halt.  

What’s likely to come from the Obama-fuelled, revi-
talized atmosphere around reproductive technology is 
a mystery to King, even though he’s immersed in it. 
That’s the marvel of  science – you never exactly know 
what you’ll find once you start the journey to discov-
ery. And even if  you fail, you learn something through 
the process.

Along the way, people will bring you back to earth – 
especially on sensitive topics such as stem cells.

Bunny: Think of the 
long-term impacts
erally enjoy company 
with other rabbits. But 
they tend to be choosy.

“They love having com-
panions, they love hav-
ing a friend, but the prob-
lem is they like to choose 
that friend,” said Mills-
Mammoliti. As a result, 
she recommends rescu-
ing rabbits from humane 
societies as they tend to 
shelter older already de-
veloped animals.

“They basically pick 
their own companion so 
you have to go through 
a process we call bond-
ing.”

If  owners follow the 

guidelines, rabbits make 
great pets said Mills-
Mammoliti. The key is to 
learn more about the liv-
ing creatures before tak-
ing them in as pets. 

“They live 10 to 12 
years. If  your child is 10 
and you buy them a rab-
bit, when they go off  to 
university you will prob-
ably still be looking after 
that rabbit for them – it’s 
a long-term commitment 
that a lot of  people don’t 
realize they are kind of  
going to have to make,” 
she said.

For more information 
visit: www.ontariorab-
bits.org.

» From page 13
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»RINGETTE CHAMPIONSHIPS

JONI MILTENBURG

For years, Jim McLeod gave his time and energy to 
sport in Elmira, and now his family is giving once 
more in his name.

Touched by the community’s decision to name 
the second ice pad at the new Woolwich Memorial 
Centre after McLeod, his family is organizing “All 
in for Jim,” a 3.5-km fundraising walk. All money 
raised will go to the Jim McLeod Memorial Are-
na.

“My family was just honoured that there was 
a passion in the community to do this in dad’s 
name,” said Jim’s daughter Krista (McLeod) San-
delli. “We just felt we absolutely had to do some-
thing to show our support and raise some funds 
for the new complex … This is what we thought 
would be most enjoyable for the community.”

The walk is set to take place Sunday, May 24 – a 
week after long weekend – along the Lions Trail 
and past the tree planted in Jim’s memory. Sand-
elli said the walk will be fun for families, with a 
barbecue, prizes and autograph signing by NHL 
players and members of  the national sledge hock-
ey team.

“We really hope to get everybody out, and that 
they just recognize it as a great day they can spend 
with their family,” she said.

McLeod was involved with a number of  organi-
zations in the township, including the Woolwich 
Agricultural Society, the Dan Snyder Memorial 
Golf  Tournament and the Flame of  Hope trail ride 
and carriage drive. He coached minor hockey for 
a number of  years, then became equipment man-
ager for the Elmira Sugar Kings and later the Ca-
nadian sledge hockey team. 

McLeod was proud to be with the sledge hockey 
team when they won the gold at the Paralympic 
games in Turin, Italy in March 2006. A year later, 
he succumbed to cancer at age 58.

Sandelli fondly remembers how her father came 
to every one of  her ringette games and her broth-
er’s hockey games. 

“Our parents were very much the ones that were 
always at every game, every practice, they were al-
ways the ones who drove other kids around whose 
parents couldn’t make it. That’s huge, and I’ll al-
ways remember that … Their support was just im-
measurable for any child that was in any sport.”

When plans for the new arena were being drawn 
up, McLeod was adamant that it include a second 
ice surface.

“He didn’t want to see any team being shuffled 

JONI MILTENBURG

It was St. Clements versus 
Nepean in the gold-medal 
game of  the provincial 
ringette championships. 
The two teams were 
locked in a 4-4 tie as the 
third period ended, and 
the St. Clements coaches 
got a feeling of  déjà vu. 
The previous two years, 
they’d made it to the 
championship final, only 
to lose in overtime and 
come home with silver.

This time, the story had 
a different ending. St. 
Clements poured their 
three top scorers – Josie 
Scott, Sam Nosal and 
Robin Scott – onto the ice. 
A minute and a half  into 
overtime, Josie flicked 
the ring into the back of  
Nepean’s net. 

There was a second of  
stunned silence; Sam 
Nosal put her hands to 
her head and sank to her 
knees in disbelief. Then 
the team burst into the 
screams of  joy only a 
group of  ecstatic 15-year-
old girls can make.

The St. Clements Rock-
ets will be Team Ontario 
at the national junior AA 
championships in Char-

St. Clements squad readies 
itself for national spotlight
Win at tournament earlier this month means ringette team will 
represent the province at Canadian championships in Charlottetown

lottetown the second 
week of  April. This is the 
first trip to the nation-
als for the small squad, 
coached by Scott and 
Terry Nosal.

Terry Nosal said there 
was less pressure going 
into the provincials this 
year, as St. Clements 
didn’t win any of  their 
tournaments and were 
ranked fifth.

“We’re always gone as 
number-one, so we were 
the team everyone’s out 
to beat,” she said.

St. Clements is the 
smallest centre in junior 
AA ringette, but their 
opponents have learned 
that size doesn’t mean 
they can be taken lightly.

“When we first started 
playing and winning, 
people would come up to 
us and say ‘Where is St. 
Clements?’” Nosal said. 

While opponents in cit-
ies like Ottawa, Missis-
sauga and London will 
cut 60 or 70 players, St. 
Clements doesn’t have 
any extras to spare. 
There’s a core group from 
St. Clements and Welles-
ley, and the remainder 
are drawn from outside 
communities like Mitch-
ell, Arthur, Guelph and 

Waterloo. 
The Rockets only have 

two lines and playing 
12 games during the 
week at nationals would 
stretch them too thin, so 
the team that arrives in 
Prince Edward Island 
will be bolstered by a few 
extra pairs of  hands. For 
the nationals, they’re al-
lowed to pick up extra 
players from anywhere 
in Ontario.

To decide who to take 
out of  all the junior 
ringette players in On-
tario, the coaching staff  
simply asked the girls 
who was toughest to face 
on the ice. That turned 
out to be a pair of  defend-
ers from Dorchester, Syd-
ney Grainger and Kaylee 
Whitcroft; forwards Sar-
ah Gross and Kali Mac-
Adam from Ottawa, and 
goalie Alana Raymond 
of  Ajax.

Physically, the Rockets 
are also considered small 
for their size, but the 
players make up for it 
with their speed; they’re 
a fast group in an already 
fast sport. 

Hockey fans are often 
surprised by the pace of  
a ringette game. Not hav-
ing to stickhandle the 

puck means a player can 
focus on her skating. The 
rules prohibit players 
from carrying the ring 
over the blue line, which 
forces more passing. The 
30-second shot clock (like 
the one used in basket-
ball) also contributes to 
an up-tempo game.

“It’s considered the fast-
est sport on ice,” Nosal 
said.

Nosal is a ringette 
player herself, and she 
and her husband have 
been coaching together 
for five years. They fo-
cus on teaching their 
players to think on the 
ice, rather than having 
set plays, which makes 
them tougher to defend 
against. In the same vein, 
they don’t have team cap-
tains, believing every 
player brings valuable 
skills to the ice.

St. Clements will need 
every ounce of  talent it’s 
got as it comes up against 
nine other provincial 
champions, including 
favourite Alberta, but 
Nosal thinks her players 
have what it takes.

“It’s their heart, their 
dedication, the sacrifices 
they have made to play at 
this level.”

ONTARIO’S TEAM Members of the St. Clements junior AA ringette team donned their bright red Team Ontario jerseys for practice ahead of 
playing in the national championships in Charlottetown in April. Back row: Alana Raymond, Josie Scott, Stacey Ireland, Sydney Grainger, Claire 
Copland, Sarah Worthen, Emily Griffiths and Storee Scott. Front row: Sam Nosal, Josslyn Denstedt, Lana VanFrankenfoort, Paige Nosal, Kaylee 
Whitcroft, Emily MacDonald and Robin Scott.

Proceeds from 
“All in for Jim” 
event to support 
the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre

»COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER

The Woolwich Major Midgets 
will be looking to even their 
best-of-five series when they 
play host to NobleKing tonight 
(Saturday).
Woolwich is down one game 

after dropping the series open-
er 4-3 in NobleKing on Sunday. 

The Wildcats will be hoping 
to use home ice to their ad-
vantage and hand NobleKing 
its first loss of the playoffs. The 
Knights swept the first four 
rounds of the playoffs.
Game time is 7 p.m. at the 

Elmira Arena.

Midget Wildcats at home 
tonight in playoff series
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»THE NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN | STEVE GALEA

A suit that really takes the measure of the man

SCORECARD
Submit your sports scores to Joni:

jmiltenburg@woolwichobserver.com

WOOLWICH RUSSELL ATOM
AE BOYS
Mar. 2
Erin-Hillsburgh 3, Woolwich 0
Mar. 7
Arthur 4, Woolwich 1
Goal: Aaron Weigel (Gareth Row-
land, Jacob Dubue)
Mar. 8
Woolwich 6, Erin-Hillsburgh 2
Goals: Alex Taylor, Brant McLaugh-
lin, Sheldon Metzger x2, Nathan 
Schwarz, Brett Henry 
Assists: Brant McLaughlin, Nick 
Kieswetter x2 Mathew Uhrig x2
Mar. 9
Woolwich 9, Centre Wellington 2
Goals: Brant McLaughlin x4, Nathan 
Schwarz x2, Nick Kieswetter, Camer-
on Rose, Alex Taylor 
Assists: Nathan Schwarz x2, Camer-
on Rose x2, Earl Schwartz, Mathew 
Uhrig, Sheldon Metzger x2, Jacob 
Dubue, Aaron Weigel

WOOLWICH ATOM LL #1 BOYS
Mar. 12
New Hamburg 2, Woolwich 0
Mar. 14
Woolwich 4, New Hamburg Atom 0
Goals: Quinn Young x2, Zach Pogue, 
Jake Lewis 
Assists: Jake Lewis, Zach Pogue

BELLE RINGETTE WOOLWICH
REDHOTS
Mar. 4 – league semi-finals
Woolwich Redhots 7, Woolwich 
Lightning 4
Redhots goals: Tabatha Horst, 
Amanda Poole x2, Shelley Shantz x2, 
Jenna Petker, Steph Thomas (Shel-
ley shantz, Michelle Poole x3, Am-
ber Bauman, Steph Thomas, Tabatha 
Horst, Christina Wilkinson, Amanda 
Poole)
Lightning goals: Barb Huegle, Me-
gan O’Hara, Kelly Barnes, Michelle 
Conlon (Nikki Kutchaw, Lara Bisbee, 
Megan O’Hara)

Niagara Falls tournament Mar. 6-8 
Game 1
Woolwich 5, Goderich 3

OWNER OPERATED • FAST & RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED & PROFESSIONAL

For a FREE written estimate, please call Jeff Mitchell at: 

519-699-9424 
“NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL”

Serving KW Area for over 10 years

WEEKLY & MONTHLY SERVICE
PLANS AVAILABLE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

outside Elmira to prac-
tice or be struggling for 
ice times … senior skates, 
family skates, he just 
wanted to make sure that 
was available,” Sandelli 
said.

The walk will be a one-
time event. McLeod’s fam-
ily has no idea what kind 
of  turnout to expect, but 
they’re hoping many of  
the people he helped over 
the years will take part.

“We’re really hoping to 
get everybody out to help 
us make this as huge as 
possible,” Sandelli said. 
“Let’s do it big and do it 
right.”

For more information 
on the walk, see www.jim-
mcleod.org.

McLeod: Walk with a destination in mind

Goals: Rachelle Ament, Aman-
da Poole, Jenna Petker x2, Shelley 
Shantz (Steph Thomas x2, Rachelle 
Ament, Amanda Poole, Michelle 
Lee)
Game 2
Woolwich 5, Ajax 1
Goals: Michelle Poole x2, Steph 
Thomas x2, Jenna Petker (Amber 
Bauman x2, Michelle Lee, Rachelle 
Ament x2, Michelle Poole, Shelley 
Shantz)
Championship 
Woolwich 4, Goderich 2
Goals: Michelle Poole, Amanda 
Poole, Steph Thomas x2 (Michelle 
Lee, Rachelle Ament, Jenna Petker)
 
WOOLWICH PEEWEE LL #3
ST JACOBS LIONS
Mar. 11
St. Jacobs 5, Woolwich #2 1
Goals: Kyle Arsenault, Brett Kaiser, 
Nick Berlet, Tanner Horst, Cole Bur-
khart (Nick Berlet, Colin Hartwick x5, 
Trevor Bowman, Austin Horst, Troy 
Brunkard)
Mar. 14
St. Jacobs 2, Embro 1
Goals: Tanner Horst, Nick Berlet 
(Austin Horst)
Mar. 15
St. Jacobs 5, Beverly 1
Goals: Cole Burkhart, Tanner Horst 
x2, Brett Kaiser x2 (Austin Horst, 
Tanner Horst x2, Brendan Taylor, Co-
lin Hartwick, Trevor Bowman)

WOOLWICH ATOM LL #2 BOYS
Mar. 14
Woolwich 5, Ayr 0
Goals: Luke Charter, Dylan Smith, 
Chase Mooder x2, Nathan Horst 
(Alex Turchan x2, Luke Charter x2, 
Dylan Smith, Tyler Martin, Jon Mar-
tin)
Shutout:  Dylan Creelman
Mar. 14
Woolwich 6, Tavistock  0 
Goals:  Spencer Anderson, Isaac 
Fishbein x2, Matt Lalonde x2)  
Assists:  Brodie Keen x2,  Keaton 
Sanders x2, Jake Snyder x2, Isaac 
Fishbein, Matt Lalonde

» From page 19
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Just the other day 
I received a phone 
call from one 
friend warning me 
that another friend 
was about to buy 
a ghillie suit. For 
those who don’t 
know what I’m talk-
ing about, a ghillie 

suit is one of  those camouflaged out-
fits worn originally by British game-
keepers to catch poachers. They 
worked so well that they’re now used 
by military and police snipers the 
world over because of  their great 
ability to make the wearer blend into 
his or her surroundings. Essentially, 
a ghillie suit is a camo suit with 
all sorts of  green, gray, brown, and 
burlap rags hanging off  of  it so that 
the wearer looks something like the 
Swamp Thing.

In any case, I would not normally 

be so concerned about a fellow hunt-
er buying one of  these things, but 
Bruce and I have this unspoken com-
petition over who can avoid the most 
household chores. 

As I said, this is not the sort of  thing 
either of  us has ever verbalized, but 
I know that it’s there. It’s very sub-
tle. Someone will say something like, 
“Boy, my wife’s been at me to paint 
the shed all summer.”

Then the other will reply with 
something like, “Mine too, let’s go 
crow hunting.”

And the manly posturing builds up 
from that point on.

Eventually, and this is something 
we rarely spoke of, one or the other 
would get nabbed and be forced into 
a dark period of  abject, utter, and 
hopeless servitude. On that sad day, 
the victor would sense the other per-
son’s great shame and, as all friends 
do, rub it in big time, say every time 

you walked by a newly painted shed.
So far, we have been neck and neck, 

Bruce and I, but I believe this ghillie 
suit might give him the edge. 

I’m not sure if  I should come right 
out and tell him that this is unfair 
and certainly unsporting. Never 
mind about the places he’ll be able to 
hide outside; with that ghillie suit, 
he’ll be able to disappear in a laun-
dry pile. 

Of  course, to complain about the 
unfair advantage that the suit pro-
vides, I’d have to find him. If  I know 
Bruce, he’s wearing the darn thing 
right now and probably improving 
upon it.

That leaves me with two choices. 
I can either hire a groundskeeper 
and handyman to do my wife’s cruel 
bidding or buy a ghillie suit for my-
self. Sadly, in these woeful economic 
times, the former is out of  reach. 

At least I can justify a ghillie suit. 

I mean, I could probably take it with 
me turkey hunting this spring. And 
it might even prove useful in the bow 
season this autumn. 

Let’s face it; Bruce is onto some-
thing big here. Hiding within plain 
sight is every married man’s dream! 
I wonder if  they have any made with 
materials that match my couch?

Yup, I’ve got big plans for this. With 
one of  these things, I could pretend 
I was a pile of  leaves in the autumn. 
Heck, every time my wife looked out 
the window, she would note that the 
pile had moved just a few feet and 
she’d think that I had raked up yet 
another pile. It’s brilliant.

The best part is, Bruce and I will, 
once again, be competing on an even 
playing field. I think that I’m going 
over there to tell him that much too. 
And while I’m at it, I’ll compliment 
him on the paint job he did on that 
shed …

THE FAMILY THAT WALKS TOGETHER ... The family of Jim McLeod is organizing a fundraising walk in his 
name to raise funds for the Jim McLeod Memorial Arena.  From left are Krista (McLeod) Sandelli, Mirella 
Sandelli, Helen McLeod, Rob Sandelli and Ava, Chad, Mason and Shawna McLeod.

Your Connection to
One-on-One Advice.

Full service, personal advice…
and access to a wide range of
investment solutions. At BMO
Nesbitt Burns, we offer you
choices and the flexibility to
ensure an approach to
investing that is customized to
your needs and objectives.

Please call me today to find
out about the benefits of one
on one advice.

BMO NESBITT BURNS
Bank of Montreal

53 Arthur Street South 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2M6

JOYCE REIMER B.A.

Financial Management Advisor
Certified Senior Advisor

519-669-4622

1-800-265-6148
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»RAMPING UP FOR PARALYMPIC GAMES

VOISIN CHRYSLER
SALE PRICed

quality, certified used vehicles

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com

519-669-2831

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, JOHN IVINEY, COLIN KROPF
P.S.T, G.S.T and l icencing due on delivery. Payments based on 8.79% over 60 mths O.A.C.

2008 DODGE AVENGER SXT 

6 cyl., auto, air, cruise, keyless entry, 
Pdl., PM., PS, Am/FM radio, CD, previous 
daily rental. Finished on Lt. Sandstone/
beige. 31,197 kms. $16,900.  #8251 

$166 
Bi-Weekly

2005 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN SE

3.3L V-6 air, cruise, keyless, PDL, 
PS, PW, PDS. AM/FM/CD, DVD/En-
tertainment. Black/grey int. 74,239 
kms. $12,900. #8175

$128 
Bi-Weekly

2006 DODGE GRAND 
CARAVAN SE

3.3L V6 engine, rear heat/air, cruise, keyless en-
try, PDL, PM, PW, AM/FM radio, CD. Finished in 
Magnesium/gray. 61, 072 kms. $16,500.  #8250

$162 
Bi-Weekly

2008 DODGE CALIBER 
SXT/SPORT

2.0L, 4CYL, variable/CVT transmission.  4 doors, 5 
passengers, alloy wheels, am/fm stereo, compact 
disc, keyless entry, A/C with chill zone, Finished in 
silver/grey interior.  22,569kms. $16,900. #7908

2004 DODGE DAKOTA CLUB 
CAB SPORT 4X4

4.7L V8 Auto Trans PS. PB. PW. PDL. Tilt Steering, Cruise 
Control, AM/FM CD Radio, Trailer Tow Group, Sport Plus 
Group, Rear Sliding Window, Fog Lamps, Keyless Entry, Box 
Liner, Alum. Road Wheels, Finished in Silver/DK. Slate Gray 
Interior, Only 49,705kms. $15,900. #7387

$155 
Bi-Weekly

$136 
Bi-Weekly

2007 DODGE CALIBER
SXT/SPORT

2.0L CVT Trans. PS.PB.PW.PDL. Tilt, Cruise, Air Cond, 
Alum Road Wheels, Fog Lamps, AM/FM CD MP3 Ra-
dio, Black/Gray Int. 24,000 kms $14,900 #7487

$146 
Bi-Weekly

$280
Bi-Weekly

2007 JEEP COMMANDER LTD
Hemi 5.7L 8 cyl. Trail rated, Auto, 4 Door, 5 
Passenger. 4X4, Fog Lights, Alloy Wheels, Air, 
AM/FM Stereo, CD. Power Windows, Locks, 
Mirrors, Tow Package, Sun Roof. Finished in 
Black/Khaki. 34,000kms. $28,900. #8465

$164 
Bi-Weekly

2005 DODGE GR, CARAVAN SXT
3.8L V6, Auto. PW. PDL. Tilt Steering Cruise,  AM/FM 6-Disc 
CD Radio, Dual PWR. Door Group, Keyless Entry, O/H Con-
sole, Alum.  Road Wheels, 3 Zone Air Cond/Heat, PWR.  
Driver Seat, 1-Owner, Only. 52,652kms. Finished in Linen 
Gold.  Rustproof/undercoated from new. $15,900. #8464.

$156 
Bi-Weekly

2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
LAREDO 4X4

4.0L I6 engine, air, cruise, keyless entry, 
AM/FM, CD, driver pwr. seat, Select-Trac 
full time 4WD system, full size spare. Silver/
grey int. 84,895 kms. $13,900.  #8174 

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Despite winning another 
gold medal at the Hock-
ey Canada Cup sledge 
hockey tournament at 
UBC Thunderbird Are-
na at the beginning of  
this month, Canada’s 
national sledge team is 
showing no signs resting 
on its laurels – the team 
this week headed to 
Rochester, NY for a two-
game exhibition series 
with its favourite rival 
in preparation for the 
2009 IPC Sledge Hockey 
World Championship in 
Ostrava, Czech Repub-
lic, May 9-16. Canada 
is the defending world 
champion, having won 
gold in 2008 in Marlbor-
ough, Massachusetts.

En route to its gold 
medal finish in Vancou-
ver, the Canadian sledge 
team defeated Japan 
and Germany. But its 
most exciting game was, 
without a doubt, its 2-1 
shootout win over the 
Americans.

“A little closer than 
what we’d want but we 
played well,” said coach 
Jeff  Snyder of  Elmira in 
an interview. 

“We won all our games 
there and we thought we 
played fairly well – we 
still think we can play 
better.” 

In that game Adam 
Dixon of  Midland scored 
the lone goal in the shoo-
tout to give Canada a 2-1 
victory over the Unit-
ed States. Dixon was 
Canada’s fifth shooter 
and made a great move 
to beat U.S. goaltender 
Steve Cash. Canadian 
goalie Paul Rosen from 
Thornhill was also sol-
id, stopping all five U.S. 
shooters to earn the 
win.

A crowd of  nearly 2,000 
fans converged on the 
Thunderbird ice pad to 
see the national team 
claim yet another title 
and many more watched 
the game live as it was 
televised by TSN. That 
support was noticed by 
the players.

“It energizes you when 
you’re on the ice, it’s nice 
to have a crowd there 
cheering you,” said de-
fenceman Mark Noot, a 
native of  Winterbourne. 
Noot has been a member 
of  the national program 
for some eight years.

Because of  the prox-
imity of  Canada to 
the U.S., the national 
teams play each other in 
tournaments quite fre-

Sledge hockey team prepares for worlds
quently. Often staying at 
the same hotels during 
tournaments, the play-
ers and coaches of  both 
teams get to know each 
other really well, and a 
mutual respect and ri-
valry is the result.

“Canada-U.S. have a ri-
valry in everything, es-
pecially in hockey, and 
when you add in that we 
play them more during 
the year than we would 
anybody else – we know 
them so well, they know 
us very well – there’s 
a lot of  intensity; emo-
tions tend to run a lit-
tle bit higher in those 
games,” said Snyder. 

“No disrespect what-
soever to Germany 
and Italy and some of  
those teams, but their 
programs aren’t as far 
along, and it’s a little 
bit more difficult to tell 
how well you’re play-
ing when you play those 
teams. But if  you play 
the U.S., Norway and Ja-
pan, you’re going to get 
a good game every time 
and it’s a really good 
gauge of  where your 
team is at.”

For his part, Noot en-
joys playing against Ja-
pan and Norway.

“Japan is always a chal-
lenge. They’re really 
fast, and quick. They’re 
hard to hit, the U.S. is 
more of  a bump and 
grind type game,” said 
Noot. “It’s always nice 
beating Norway, they’ve 
always sort of  been on 
top.”

The national team this 
weekend will play in a 
two-game series against 
the U.S. in preparation 
for the world champion-
ships.

Despite its solid record 
– the team has won its 
last 12 games – Snyder 
will be working with his 
squad to improve in a 
number of  areas.

“We really feel we have 
some of  the most skilled 
players in the game and 
I think we should be 
able to have our power 
play clicking at a pretty 
high rate but it hasn’t 
been great some nights 
either,” he said, noting 
that the team will strive 
for consistency. 

In addition to this, Sny-
der wants his team to 
continue with its defen-
sive play. 

Noot noted that it will 
also be a matter of  effort 
and will.

“Everybody needs to 
bring to the table what 
they need to bring, ev-
erybody needs to play 

their position and play 
smart, focused hockey,” 
said Noot.

Though still a year off, 
the 2010 Paralympics in 
Vancouver is already top 
of  mind for the coaching 
staff. Playing at Thun-
derbird Stadium, where 
the 2010 games will take 
place, the squad got a 
taste of  the big ticket 
event.

“I think it gave us a bit 

of  a preview of  what 
we can hopefully get to 
see next year; right now 
that arena seats 5,500 
but they’re going to ex-
pand it for the Olympics 
to 7,200 – just even with 
the 2,000 [spectators] 
we had in there it was 
really loud, so we’re an-
ticipating it to be really 
rocking when we get out 
there for the Olympics 
next year,” said Snyder.

The national team had 
to pare down its roster of  
18 players to 15 to meet 
IPC regulations. The 
current roster, barring 
any unlikely changes, 
is what the team should 
look like in 2010. 

With an eye on the fu-
ture, the coaching staff  
is looking to incorporate 
young players, and this 
spring will feature new-
comer Matthew Cooke. 

Though new to sledge 
hockey, the 21-year-old 
Edmontonian played 
able bodied hockey be-
fore being diagnosed 
with cancer. His vision 
and love for hockey will 
help him and the team, 
said Snyder.

 “He’s fairly new to the 
sport of  sledge hockey 
but he understands the 
game of  hockey really 
well.”

Coming off a gold-medal performance in B.C., national team is taking nothing for granted at this point 
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TRADES &            
SERVICES

hELP wANTED

FOR SALE
100%
Local.
Period.

Full-Time 
Administrative Assistant
Duties will include:
Reception, scheduling, filing, customer 
service, and bookkeeping.  Candidates 
should have excellent verbal and writ-
ten communication skills, be organized 
and detail oriented, and possess good 
computer skills.  

Please forward resumes by email to: 
allgreentree@bellnet.ca 

or by fax to:

519.669.7603

P L A C E S 
O F  F A I T H                   LOCAL CHURCH                               SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTED

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

Pastors Steve & Beth Fleming
850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale  744-7447  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS, 8:30 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS, 7:00PM
(with Childrens’ Programs)

IMPACT YOUTH: Fridays, 7:30pm
TWENTY20: Sundays, 7:00pm 
(2nd & 4th Sundays monthly)

519-745-2411 
www.bloomingdalemennonite.com

B
M C
Sundays - 9:45 am Family Worship Service

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages

519-669-5030

Sunday Worship
9:15 am - 10:15am

“Making Faith
Live”

Faithsteps 10:30am - 11:50am

519-669-3973
www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)

JOIN US
SUNDAYS

AT
10:30AM & 6:30PM

519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday, March 22, 2009 
9:15am & 11:00am
Series: True Identity

#4 - Beyond Equal

Sunday School
During Worship

Minister:
Rev. Dave Jagger

Sunday Worship: 10:55am

Trinity United Church
ELMIRA

Visit our new website on: www.wondercafe.ca  

519-664-2311

Upbeat Family  
Worship & 

Sunday School  
10:00 am

CALVARY UNITED
St. Jacobs

Welcome to

www.elmiracommunity.org
519-669-1459

SUNDAY, MAR 22, 2009
Sundays @ 10:30am
John Mahood PS

CURRENT TEACHING SERIES 3 

Your Work Matters to God
My Ministry in the Marketplace

519-669-3387

S. T 
C C

No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!
Celebrate Eucharist with us

Mass times are: 
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

ChILD CARE

Child Care Available  »
for  toddlers to school 
age  children in a qual-
ity, licensed centre. Call            
519-656-1003.

ChILD CARE  
REQUIRED

Full-time Caregiver   »
Wanted for child care 
in  our Kitchener home.  
Starting Sept. 09. Experi-
ence necessary. Contact:             
519-570-3833.

FOR SALE

2008 Electric Bike.  »
Just  in time for spring. 
26”  wheels, will go 50 kms 
on  one charge, 6 speed, 
26  km top speed. Charger  
included. Paid $1575;  ask-
ing $1000 o.b.o. No  lon-
ger needed, broke  foot.           
519-669-5388.

Clearance Centre now   »
open! Items priced below  
cost to clear. From power  
and hand tools to house-
wares and gifts. Located  
on the upper floor. Elm-
ira  Home Hardware, 22  
Church St. W. Mon. - Fri.  
8-8, Sat. 8-6, Sun. 12-5.

Floor Model Pump or- »
gan. Built in 1895.  Clough 
& Warren. $750.  Call  519-
664-1317.

Hardwood for Hobby   »
Woodworkers, in Elm-
ira,  woodworkers sell-
ing  hardwood. Call Len                    
519-669-2617.

Special Buy! White   »
Westinghouse Top  Mount 
Fridge. 18 cu. ft.,  sliding 
glass shelves, 3  door 
racks, Sale $499;  save 
$100. Limited quantities. 
Elmira Home Hardware, 
519-669-5537.

Save On Flooring  » by  
buying from our stock  spe-
cials. Present stock  in-
cludes over 22,000 sq.  
ft. of vinyl; over 18,000  
sq. ft. of carpet and over  
12,000 sq. ft. of hardwood 
& laminate plus  ceramic 
tile, remnants  and more. 
Call St. Clements Heart & 
Home  519-699-5411. Let 
us  floor you.

Walk In Hydrotherapy   »
safety bath tub. $4000.  
Paid $6500, very new.  
519-664-1358.

FURNITURE         
REFINIShING

Cooper’s Furniture Re- »
finishing. Specializing 
in  handstripping, repair-
ing,  church restorations, 
complete kitchen cabinets,   
dining room sets, rockers,  
chairs, doors, antiques  
and upholstery. Highest  
quality workmanship.  Pick 
up/delivery. Free  esti-
mates. 519-579-1475.

hAY & STRAw

Excellent First Cut  » hay.  
Nor rain, small squares.  
519-656-2736.

HM Rolled Shelled  »
corn  for sale. Can deliver.             
519-699-4184.

PETS

Lost Ferret, Grosbeak   »
Rd., Elmira. No hair on  
tail. If seen at all, please  
call 519-669-8655.

MEGAMUTTS dog  »
training, in-home and 
group  classes. Next group 
session starts March 
24, 6  weeks - $135.00.  
www.megamutts.com. or            
519-669-8167.

FARM EQUIPMENT

Case-IH #585 - 2 wd   »
tractor, 2300 hrs., 60 h.p.  
Agco Allis #5670 - 4wd  
tractor, 1500 hrs., 70 h.p.  
Case IH #530 - 150 bush-
el manure spreader. N.I.  
#4844  round baler (done  
500 bales). Stock racks -  
load chute & tarp for p/u.  
All above in brand new  
condition. Ph. Wayne  905-
936-3475, Schomberg, 
Ont.

AUTOMOTIVE

2008 Dodge Gr.  » Cara-
van  SE - 3.3L V6, auto 
trans,  fully loaded in-
cluding  Stow N Go seat-
ing, rear  air/heat. Pwr 
driver seat,  finished in 
black. Only  30,532 kms. 
$18,900.  Voisin Chrysler,  
519-669-2831.

RENTALS

3 Bedroom, Centu- »
ry  home semi. $1100/
mth +  util. First and last. 
Appl iances inc luded. 
Central  air, gas heat. 
Available  immediately.                           
519-741-6566.

36 Memorial Ave.,  » Elm-
ira. 2 BR apartment,  avail-
able May 1st. Only  $745 
+ utilities. Parking -  $25/
mo. Please call Bob  Eby 
at 519-744-3711.

Attractive One bed- »
room   Apartment for rent, 
available now. Applianc-
es included, no pets, no 
smoking.  519-669-5657.

Semi - 1 bedroom,   »
1,200 sq. ft., close to St.  
Jacobs, private drive,  
$1200 plus utilities. All  
app l iances inc luded.           
519-664-1358.

St. Jacobs - Upscale   »
apt. in village core. One 
+  bedroom, controlled 
entrance, includes 5 ap-
pliances, ensuite laun-
dry,  A/C. 1,064 SF. Rent  
$1,200 per month  (utili-
ties extra). Available  im-
mediately. Steps away  
from excellent shopping,  
restaurants, theatre, na-
ture trails. 519-664-2293  
ext. 322.

REAL ESTATE

Farm For Sale.  » 150  
acres Listowel-Wallace  
Township. 108 acres in  
crops. House; large brick  
4-bedroom. Bank barn  72’ 
x 60’, shed 64’ x 40’.  Call 
519-291-2828.

COMMERCIAL 
RENTALS

Elmira Store -  » Main  
Street. 1560 sq ft. plus  
unfinished basement with  
shelving, front & rear en-
trances. Move in condi-
tion. $1170.00/mth. plus  
utilities and taxes. Coach  
House Realty Inc. Broker-
age. 519-669-5431.

TRADES &             
SERVICES 

CRD Accounting Ser- »
vices - Income Tax (E-File  
Services), Small business 
accounting, payroll,  and 
government filings.  Chuck 
Downs, 95 Aspen  Cr., 
Elmira.  519-669-1498; cell  
519-569-1744.

Exceptional House   »
Cleaner Available. Honest 
and reliable. Call  519-342-
6751 (Elmira  number).

Income Tax Complet- »
ed.  Woolwich Community  
Services has trained vol-
unteers available to com-
plete your income tax re-
turn. This service is offered 
free of charge to  people 
with limited income. To 
find out if you  qualify 
drop by or call  Woolwich 
Community  Services at 
73 Arthur St.  S., Elmira. 
519-669-5139.

LOST & FOUND

LOST - One Pair  » of  
Women’s prescript ion  
glasses while biking to  
Foodland on Monday.  
Please call if found,   519-
669-4438.

FOR SALE RENTALS

Woolwich claims gold at ringette tourney
RUNNING RINGS AROUND 
ThE COMPETITION The Wool-
wich Redhots belle ringette 
team brought home the gold 
from a Niagara Falls tournament 
Mar. 8. Back row: Lee Brubacher, 
Brenda Poole, Michelle Lee, Am-
ber Bauman, Amanda Poole, 
Christina Wilkinson, Rachelle 
Ament and Marj Bauman. Front 
row: Yi Wang, Jenna Petker, 
Steph Thomas, Shelley Shantz 
and Michelle Poole.
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TEL: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613  
FAX: 519-669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
519-575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 24 CHURCH ST. W.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; confidently embracing our future."

Community Information Page

ATTENTION DOG OWNERS
By-law No. 115-2004 requires you to clean up dog waste when left on public or private 
property other than your own.  This includes Township trails.

The By-law also requires you to keep your dog leashed when off of your property.  The 
Township’s Animal Control Officer may seize any dog found running at large.

PLEASE! LEASH YOUR DOG AND REMEMBER TO STOOP AND SCOOP.

USE OF TOWNSHIP PROPERTY 
#76-2006

The Township of Woolwich has in place a by-law to regulate the use of Township prop-
erty.

The by-law states that:

TOWNSHIP PROPERTY – Includes but is not limited to vacant or other lands owned by 
the Township, a highway, roadway, sidewalk, pedestrian way, boulevard, watercourse, 
building, or structure.

1. No person shall throw, drop, place, or otherwise deposit refuse or debris, or any other 
similar items on any Township property unless authorized by the Township.

2. No person shall pick over, interfere with, disturb, remove or scatter any material placed 
in garbage or other refuse receptacle placed by the Township intended for the collection 
of garbage, paper, cans, rubbish, or similar items of refuse. 

3. No person shall block, interfere with or otherwise impede the passage of any pedestrian 
on any Township sidewalk or other Township pedestrian-way, or portion thereof, unless 
authorized by the Township. 

4. No person shall ride or otherwise operate any motorized vehicle on any sidewalk or 
pedestrian way within the Township unless for the purpose of maintaining such sidewalk 
or pedestrian way and as authorized by the Township or other Provincial legislation as 
may be applicable to such motorized vehicle. 

Anyone found violating the by-law will be fined. To report an offence under the Township 
Use by-law, please call the Municipal Law Enforcement Division action line at 519-669-
1647 extension 6106 and leave a message.

Please see the Township website for more information on the by-law including set fines 
at www.woolwich.ca. 

EASY MEDIUM hARD

hOw TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, 
every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already 
have a few numbers to get you started. 

REMEMBER: you must not repeat the numbers 1 
through 9 in the same line, column or 3x3 box.

BY THE NUMBERS

©2009 Cathedral Communications Inc.

EASY

MEDIUM hARD

»SUDOKU 
SOLUTION

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   www.ObserverXtra.com

The most award-
winning newspaper
in Waterloo Region.

Choose a destination.
Find a landmark.
Take a picture.
Send it in.
Get a prize.

TRAVEL
AROUND THE WORLD
ROAD MAP   |   CLEAN UNDERWEAR   |   THE OBSERVER

Scott Harris at the HCJB headquarters in Quito Ecuador. 
This was the first ever Christian Radio station.

Lila Frey & friends at Maya Riviera resort in Mexico.
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Mike

519.669.9160
Cell: 519.998.4094

P A I N T I N G

Over 15 Years Experience

PAINTING

CARPET CARE CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

E L M I R A

PHOTO

519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CUSTOM FRAMINGCONSTRUCTION CRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DYNAMIC BALANCING

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

GENERAL CONTRACTING
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

CONSTRUCTION INC.

GLASS SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

SERVICE PROS »EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

WORD-UP »SOLUTION FOUND
ON PAGE 25 

CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE OBSERVER                                              ©2009

AUTOMOTIVE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira 519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

519.669.8330
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

AUTOMOTIVE

CARPENTRY

JOHN GROSHAW
7449 8th Line 
Drayton, ON

519-669-5588
(cell) 519-897-6238

GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY
GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY

 

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
rea Rug Cleaning Drop-off 

      and Pick up Service
eached out Carpet Spot Repair

t rout Cleaning
Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
P

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Call for Details
Coupon holds no cash value.

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Have You Paid Enough
Taxes? Call Us For Our

PAY NO
TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

ACROSS
1. “What are the ___?”
5. Barbie’s beau
8. Con men?
13. Henry VIII’s last wife
14. “Do ___ others as...”
15. Booze
16. Ornamental ladies’ bag
17. “Groovy!”
18. Cocoon dwellers
19. An upgrade from bunny ears
22. x, y or z
23. “Rocks”
24. Immediately
27. Deck (out)
29. “Hamlet” has fi ve
33. Golden Hind captain
34. Sag
36. Altdorf is its capital
37. Taken for your own use in 
violation of a trust
40. “Gimme ___!” (start of an 
Iowa State cheer)
41. Big bills
42. Come to mind
43. Home, informally
45. Clever
46. Exit
47. Balaam’s mount
49. Sundae topper, perhaps

50. A loan to buy some personal 
item
58. Condiment
59. Exude
60. Bone-dry
61. Eagerness
62. Pigeon-___
63. Bell sound
64. Inebriate
65. “___ alive!”
66. “Duck soup!”

DOWN
1. Gp. with Indonesia and Algeria 
as members
2. Computer info
3. Clobber
4. A republic on the island of 
Ceylon
5. The bees ___
6. And others, for short
7. Do, for example
8. Jellied garnish
9. Sartre novel
10. Language spoken by the Tupi 
people of Brazil
11. UN agency overlooks civil 
aviation (acro)
12. Caught in the act

14. Loosen, as laces
20. Take exception to
21. Energy
24. Pitcher, of a sort
25. Father, Son and Holy Ghost
26. Desert sight
27. Rainbow ___
28. “My bad!”
30. Adorable one
31. Amount of hair
32. Agrees (with)
34. Discontinue
35. Swiss psychologist that studied 
cognitive development in children
38. New moon, e.g.
39. Make undue claims to having
44. Kind of artist
46. Blew it
48. Begin
49. Exudes
50. Complain
51. Aesop’s also-ran
52. Boosts
53. French novelist Pierre
54. Debatable
55. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
56. Liquors fl avoured with 
juniper berries
57. Irascible
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AUTOMOTIVE

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

SERVICE PROS »EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

SELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

SEPTIC

Waterloo Region • Wellington County

519-648-3004  or  519-896-7700
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

ShARPENING

See store for details.

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING
HEADQUARTERS

Knife and Scissor Sharpening

Have your skates
sharpened with us
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

PLUMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Opting to eat fruit made us what we are today
»STRANGE BUT TRUE | BILL & RICH SONES

SIGNAGE | VINYL & DIGITAL

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Signs & Banners

Vehicle Lettering

Logos & Graphics

Large format printing

Decals & Safety Stickers

BILL SCHENKEL

 519-664-1809

1600 King St. N.,
Unit #18

ST.JACOBS

www.remingtongraphfix.com

graph�x ltd.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years 
experience

519-669-2251

interior/exterior painting 
wallpapering & Plaster|Drywall repairs

free
estimates

PAINTING

Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira
519-669-8309

wINDOw COVERINGS

 TRANSIT!IT!

PHONE
519.503.0888

JOHNS

VEHICLES

TRUCKS

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

CASH PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED 

SCRAP VEHICLES
CARS, TRUCKS OR VANS

WE PAY CASH WITH 
FREE TOWING
PLEASE CALL

519-568-8666

TOwING

ROOFING

JPIROOFING

7875 4th Line Peel Twp.
Wallenstein RR2

N0B 2S0

519.465.8187

SERVICE

Q.  Why do we 
talk of  a “bro-
ken-hearted” 
lover? Is the 
distress really 
felt mid-chest?

A.  Metaphori-
cally, the Japa-

nese emphasize the stomach rather 
than the heart, says Jon Richfield 
in New Scientist magazine.  English 
speakers also describe “not having 
the stomach” for something.  Anxi-
eties can trigger stomach aches or 
“lump-in-throat” esophageal spasms.  
In healthy people, the muscular 
viscera -- the stomach, esophagus, 
heart -- call attention to themselves.  
Though these are under involuntary 
nervous and hormonal control, the 
physical reactions can be dramatic.

The heart reflects emotions via its 
intensity and rhythm, for example 
leaping and pounding in shock.    
Helplessness can bring on drastic 
blood pressure drop, which explains 
deaths in those who believe they’re 

the target of  a voodoo curse. “Diastol-
ic flaccidity” also explains the physi-
cal heartache of  grief, loss, betrayal.  
In addition, it reduces circulation 
and causes cardiac irregularity or 
palpitations, with frightening symp-
toms such as faintness or tingling 
in the face and extremities. On the 
other hand, surges of  adrenalin cause 
the pulse to race, stepping up blood 
pressure for sudden action but also 
risking paralyzing panic in confused 
circumstances.

“Compare this to the less muscular 
vital organs which cannot give such 
immediate feedback -- it takes time to 
interpret what the liver or kidneys 
have to say.”
Q.  Do the blind use e-mail?

A.  Sure, along with surfing the 
Internet with screen readers that cap-
ture computer text and present it in 
braille or aloud via synthetic speech, 
say Courtney Goines and Steve Bauer 
of  the Braille Institute of  America.

The blind use many of  the same 
websites and e-mail providers as do 
sighted people. Screen readers cannot 

interpret graphics but work well with 
text in almost any language. They 
also echo back keystrokes to ensure 
accurate typing and offer naviga-
tion commands for accessing desired 
information quickly on a web page.  
These are available for Windows, Mac 
and Linux computers.  

“Hopefully as adaptive technology 
for people with disabilities continues 
to advance, subjects like this will no 
longer be relegated to the strange-but-
true category.”
Q.  How did fruit eating become one 
of  the real “fruits” of  the human 
condition?

A.  Long ago, protohumans needed 
great brain power to stay one step 
ahead of  would-be predators. Color-
ful, succulent fruits delight not only 
our eyes and tongues but our diges-
tive tracts as well, says McGill Univer-
sity researcher Daniel Levitin in The 
World in Six Songs.

Biologists have found an amazing 
inverse relationship between brain 
size and digestive tract size, which in 
turn relates to food complexity:  Leaf-

eating primates tend to have smaller 
brains but larger digestive tracts than 
do fruit-eaters because leaves, being 
more difficult to digest, require more 
processing stages and more energy to 
break down into usable sugars.

On the other hand, fruit-eating takes 
more cognitive skills (think “bigger 
brains”), specifically for remember-
ing  the location of  fruit-bearing 
trees, anticipating when they will be 
in season and discerning ripe from 
unripe or rotten. This last requires 
good color vision via the occipital cor-
tex to gauge nutritional content and 
digestibility.  And since total energy 
available to an organism is limited, 
there is an evolutionary tradeoff  
between brain size and digestive tract 
size. Rather smartly, therefore, did we 
become fruit eaters some 40 million 
years ago.

(Send STRANGE questions to broth-
ers Bill and Rich at 

strangetrue@compuserve.com) 

ROOFING

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
BOOK NOW! HAVE YOUR ROOFING DONE BEFORE WINTER

OFFICE

Serving Elmira and Surrounding Area for over 30 years!

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE. 
CALL NOW AND BOOK FOR SPRING.
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CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING LTD.
CE

519.669.3495

Framing · Renovations
Decks · Sheds

Basement Finishing

Clare Bauman
cell 519.504.2826 PHIL WILLMS | 519-669-2551

20 Green Warbler Cr., Elmira N3B 1A6 

Excavation • Grading
Trucking • Snow Removal

ExCAVATING

STAG & DOE

FAMILY ALBUM »
STAG & DOE

Stag & Doe for

Lindsey Gingrich &
Shayne Hardman

Saturday March 28/09
7:00pm- 1:00am

St. Jacobs Community Centre

Lunch provided • DJ • Raffle Draws
Tickets $12.00 at the Door

Buck & Doe for

Tyler Bott & Priscilla Wagler

Friday March 27, 2009
8pm - 1am

Elmira Lion’s Hall
$10 per ticket

Raffle prizes (including LCD flatscreen) 
- Dance - Cold Buffet

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.com

r-bygrave@rogers.com
CALL RICK 519-210-0108

BUILD IT  FIX IT  DISPOSE OF IT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Decks  Sheds  Garden & Retaining Walls
Decorative Stonework & Much More

08

 Garden & Retaining Walls
Decorative Stonework & Much More FREEESTIMATESREASONABLERATES

FREEESTIMATESREASONABLE

Just Gardens
Anita Soehner

519.669.5643
rozell_soehner@yahoo.ca

Complete Garden Maintenance

Clean Up | Mulch
Planting | Garden Design

Lawn Maintenance
All Your Gardening Needs

Cell | 519.504.5934

hOME RENOVATIONS

SERVICE PROS »
GARDENING

STAG & DOE STAG & DOE

Stag & Doe 
for

Brad Shantz &
Kristen Thomas
Saturday March 21st

8:00pm ~ 1:00am

Elmira Lions Hall
(40 South Street West)

$10/person
Music by DJ • Prizes • Lunch Provided

Stag & Doe 
for

Dustin Brubacher & Kathryn Singal

Saturday April 4, 2009
St. Clements Community Centre

8pm - 1am
Tickets $10 at the door

Food  •  Dance  •  DJ  •  Games
Great Prizes!!!

ANNIVERSARY BIRTh NOTICE

John & Millie Sanders
are Celebrating Their 

50th Anniversary!

Surprise Open House

March 28/09
1:00pm to 4:00pm

Upstairs Hall
Royal Canadian Legion ~ Elmira

Angela & Michael Soukup 
are pleased to announce the arrival 

of their son 

Riley Michael Soukup 
Born Jan 25/09 at 10:05pm

Weighing 6lbs 12oz.

Proud Grandparents Sharon & Peter 
Both of Elmira, Ed & Marica Soukup of 
Oakville, First Great child of Ina Kieffer 
and looking down from heaven Walter 

Kieffer.  Proud Aunt Natalie of BC.

BIRTh NOTICE IN MEMORIAM

Ryan & Amanda (nee Mitchell) McCluskey 
are excited to announce the birth of their 

beautiful daughter 
Brielle Carissa-Mae, 

born February 20, 2009 at 8:38am 
weighing 8lbs 13oz and 20.5 inches long.  

Spoiling privileges go to grandparents 
Rob & MaryLou Mitchell, Ron McCluskey, 
Marguerite Ancliffe and Great-Grandma 

Marilyn Rider.  Celebrating also are 
many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.  
Special thanks to the St. Jacobs Midwives, 
Dr. Ross and the 4th floor nursing staff at 

Grand River Hospital.

Endless tears, Endless longing
Knowing you are not with

us still takes our breath away.

I am the resurrection, and 
the life: he that believeth

in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live

JOHN 11:25

We miss you so much

We’ll love you forever
Mom and Dad

Carrie, Gavin, Hayden & Avalon
Anne, Terry, Elijah, Scout, Piper, 

Winter & North

“I miss your laughter,
I miss your love,

I miss you.”
Love, your sister,

Elizabeth

IN LOVING 
MEMORY OF OUR 
DEAR DAUGHTER 

AND SISTER

Jane Ellen 
Black
(nee Turpel)

January 1, 1974 - 
March 26, 2007
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Submit calendar listings to 
info@observerxtra.com

9 CHURCH STREET EAST, ELMIRA

519.669.8362

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

519.669.2884

Spring is
Coming!

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA
519-669-1535

KITCHENER
519-744-9770

 
• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on
    repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Since 1987 - DentureTech
1995 - Denturist

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira

519.669.0799

A Fine Wine
Establishment

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

EVENTS CALENDAR »

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Truck & 
Trailer 

Maintenance

Cardlock 
Fuel 

Management

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lawn
Maintenance
Landscaping
Snowplowing
Ice Control

Jeff Basler
Owner|Operator

Telephone
519-669-9081
Mobile
519-505-0985
ever-green@sympatico.ca

We call Elmira home but we service the surrounding area.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lawn
MaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenance
LandscapingLandscapingLandscaping
SnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowing
Ice ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce Control

Jeff Basler

Telephone
519-669-9081519-669-9081
Mobile
519-505-0985

LAwN MAINTENANCE

SERVICE PROS

MARCh 21 
Breakfast Buffet – 8-9 a.m. at Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd.,  »

St. Jacobs. Proceeds towards Mennonite Central Committee’s Elmira meat can-
ning project. Speaker: Doug Hiebert, former MCC Burundi country rep. Tickets 
$12/adult, $5/6-12 yrs., 5 and under free. Advance tickets only by calling MCC 
Ontario at 519-745-8458.

MARCh 27
Bid Euchre Card Party – 7:30 p.m. at St. Teresa of Avila Church Hall, 19 Fla- »

mingo Dr., Elmira. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. Admission $5. Door prizes, 50/50 
draw and lunch provided. Everyone welcome. Sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus. 

HUGS Program – For parents and their children (0-5 yrs) at Woolwich Com- »
munity Health Centre. Topic: fresh start to a healthy home and lifestyle, with 
Doug Lit, Region of Waterloo Public Health. 

Baked Chicken Dinner – $6 with all the extras; 6 p.m. at The Royal Canadian  »
Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira, downstairs. 

MARCh 29
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church is hosting a presentation by Howard Dyck,  »

artistic director of the Grand Philharmonic Choir and members of the choir on 
J.S. Bach: The Fifth Evangelist at 4 p.m. Come and experience the power of 
Bach’s music. A free-will offering will be received by missions. Refreshments to 
follow; 131 Flaxmill Dr., Conestogo. 

Southern Gospel Concert featuring The Johnson Quartet. One concert only,  »
7 p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian Church at Northfield Drive and Westmount 
Road. Free-will offering, wheelchair accessible. Call 519-888-7870.

MARCh 31
Bereavement Support Group – 10:30-12 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health  »

Centre, specifically for ladies who are grieving the death of a spouse. Six-week 
sessions looking at a booklet called “Geneses” by J. K. Saynor, bereavement 
educator. No cost. For more information, call the hospice coordinator Lorraine 
at 519-664-3794, x229.

APRIL 5
Two-hour hike on the newest trails in Breslau; 2 p.m. Join Loretta and Lisa to  »

discover the two newest trails in Breslau: the Hopewell Trail and the Riverland 
Trail.  Please dress for possible wet, rainy weather.  Meet Lorretta and Lisa at 
Breslau Public School, located at 58 Joseph Street (at the corner of Joseph St. and 
Dolman St..) Call Paul Miller (664-3643) to confirm meeting times and locations.  

Hungryman’s Breakfast $5 all you can eat, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Royal  »
Canadian Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. 

APRIL 6
Enjoy A Taste Of Woolwich: 10 Mile Diet. Learn how to eat a 10-mile diet in Wa- »

terloo Region; 5-8 p.m. Come meet local farmers and join us for an evening of fun 
family activities, chef demonstrations and food samples from local restaurants. St. 
Jacobs Community Centre, 29 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Free admission. 

APRIL 18
Alternative Energy Tour – 1-4 p.m. Solar energy: tour Paul Parker’s solar-pow- »

ered home at 112 Grandview Dr., Conestogo. Strawbale home: visit Paul Psutka’s 
strawbale, geothermal home, 10 Chalmers, Winterbourne. Ride the YMCA veggie 
bus. Free shuttle buses leave for the tour approximately every half hour from the 
St. Jacobs arena, 29 Parkside Dr. 

Green Technology Fair: Green Living On A Budget – 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Learn  »
about simple inexpensive ways to reduce your energy use. Talk with solar, geo-
thermal and other green energy providers/consultants, buy green products, learn 
about simple inexpensive ways to reduce your water and energy use, home energy 
audits, car-sharing and much more! St. Jacobs arena, 29 Parkside Dr. Free admis-
sion. 

APRIL 19
Two-hour birding hike on the Health Valley Trail in St. Jacobs, 2 p.m. Join Mark  »

Bauman for birding and hiking. Meet at the kiosk at the trail entrance behind the 
fire station in St. Jacobs. Take King Street North to Albert Street, turn right on 
Albert and continue to the kiosk at the back of the parking lot. The trail rating 
is first half stone dust, second half natural path. Call Paul Miller (664-3643) to 
confirm meeting times and locations.

EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

DEATh NOTICE

519.669.1188

Snow Plowing & 
Removal

Snow Plowing & 

Complete Lawn 
Maintenance

27 Brookmead St., Elmira

LAwN MAINTENANCE

DAVIS, Robert Frederick 
“Long Hair”

- It is with great sad-
ness and heavy hearts 
that we announce the 
sudden and untimely 
passing of Rob at his 
residence in Elmira on 
Thursday, March 12, 
2009, at the age of 43. 
Rob’s presence will we 
sorely missed by his 
wife, Carey (nee Hibbs) 
and their children, Na-
than, Jacob and Jor-
dyn. Rob will be forever 
missed by his father, 
Norman Davis and his 
mother, Sandra Goetz 
and her husband Paul 
along with his sisters 
Jennifer-Anne Vanden-
hoff and her husband 
Michael, Terri-Lynne 
Woods and her husband 
James and their chil-
dren Ryan and Tyler as 
well as Carey’s mother 
Dianne Hibbs and her 
sister Jennifer and her 
husband David Zwaniga 
and their children Niko-
las and Bradley.  Rob 
will be sadly missed by 
his best friends Rick and 
Heather Walls.

GINGRICH, Edgar

- Peacefully, on Monday, 
March 16, 2009, at KW 
Health Centre, Edgar 
Gingrich, age 59 years, 
or RR2, Wallenstein.

GINGRICH, John

- John Gingrich, of Ha-
nover, passed away at 
Hanover and District 
Hospital, on Monday, 
March 16, 2009. He was 
87. Local relatives are 
son Dan Gingrich and his 
wife Judy of Wellesley.

PHILLIPS, Leonard “Lenny”

- ON Thursday, March 
12, 2009, Lenny, age 51 
years, formerly of Water-
loo.  Local relatives are 
son Scott Phillips of St. 
Clements and daughter 
Audrey Stemmler and 
her husband Scott of 
Elmira.

STEINMAN, Violet (Jantzi)

- Passed away, on Fri-
day, March 13, 2009 
at St. mary’s Hospital, 
Kitchener. Violet was 
born 88 years ago in 
Wellesley Township.

HOLEEE
ROLLER
HOLEEE
ROLLER

J.SCOTT HARRIS
ELMIRA, ON

519-897-8725

THE * Lawn Aerating 
   & Rolling

* Lawn Care 
   also available

LAwN CARE
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Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

ADDRESS: 180 Weber St. S., Waterloo 

DIRECT....519-503-9533
HOME ....519-669-3074
OFFICE ...519-888-7110 

WEBSITE: www.remaxsolidgold.biz                                                                           EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Get a FREE Market Evaluation

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

$500 donation to John Mahood
Public School when you buy or sell

in Woolwich Township with...

Located on quiet street in the quaint community 
of Elmira.  Close to park and other amenities 
(park two cars in drive).  Plan features large kitch 
with extra cabinets and counter space, dinette 
with patio doors leading to fenced yard, great 
for children & pets.  Oversized master bedroom. 
features walkin closet.  This extra large Master is 
also currently used as a home o�  ce

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, March 21st, 2-4PM

$235,000 | 30 STILLWATER ST. ELMIRA

ELMIRA Open Concept, Recreation 
Room, Exercise Room, Ensuite, Double 
Width or More Driveway, Separate 
Dining Room, Family Room. MLS

$549,000 $449,000

$649,000

ELMIRA Backs on Greenbelt, Recreation 
Room, Ensuite, Double Paved Driveway, 
Separate Dining Room, Family Room, 3 
Bedroom, Main Floor Master Bedroom.  MLS

$269,000

ELMIRA  3+2 bedroom raised 
bungalow on quiet court.  Patio, 
deck, mainfloor mbedrm, detached 
workshop, appliances included.

NEW PRICE

ELMIRA  Quality at every corner 
through out this beautiful 4 bedrm.  
Maple kitchen, extra height, ceilings, 
double garage.

LARGE LOTS
30 MINUTES FROM 

WATERLOO
 5 Lots Available

 Model Home Available For Sale
 10 Plans to Choose from
 Quality Standard
Features include:

- 9’ ceilings on main floor
- 200 amp service 

- Fruit Cellar - Ceramics
- Ensuite & Main or Upper

Laundry
Visit our website for

photos & more details.
PRICES STARTING AT 

$299,900

MODEL HOME!
51 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

$429,900

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1-4
or by appointment

GREAT VALUE!
Beautiful 3 year old, 4 bedroom, 
4 bath home with all the 
upgrades. Hardwoods, ceramics, 
lux ensuite, m/f laundry, 2 
fireplaces, finished basement, 
cedar deck and much more.  All 
this located near schools and 
backing field.

$3
94,9

00

CURIOUS ABOUT YOUR HOME’S VALUE 
IN THIS CURRENT MARKET?

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE 
CURRENT MARKET EVALUATION

Melanie McNeil
Sales Representative

Peri Moyer
Client Care Manager

Warren McNeil
Sales Representative

NEW LISTING!!
Extensively renovated and 
updated century home on double 
lot!  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, main 
floor laundry, spacious principle 
rooms, new garage addition with 
future bonus room (unfinished), 
wrap around porch.  Mature area 
with big yard, trees and lots of 
parking.  Updated windows, 
doors, flooring, bathrooms, 
insulation, wiring, plumbing, 
roof & furnace.  A must see!!

$3
42

,900

Melanie McNeilMelanie McNeilWarren McNeilWarren McNeil

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

519-579-4110
OFFICE

sold@clickthathouse.com

TEAMMcNeil

OPEN HOUSE - 17 DUKE ST. ELMIRA
SUNDAY MARCH 22, 2-4PM

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE 
SUN MAR 22nd 12:30-2:30
Need 5 BEDROOMS? Perfect 2005 built 
family home on quiet street.  Walk to school 
& parks.  Lovely open concept, 3 bathrooms, 
fenced yard, professionally fi nished base-
ment.  Super Value!!! MLS 0917267.

Wendy 
Hirschmann

Sales Rep.519.885.0200

$289,900

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI  
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL  
NORRIS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

TRACEY
WILLIAMS
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519-505-0627

OPEN HOUSES

3 BEDROOM BRICK BUNGALOW 
w/ updated flooring.  Gas f/p 
in rec. rm, Updated furnace.  
Games room potential!  Large 
rear yard, shed w/hydro.  MLS. 
$239, 900. 

SUN. MARCH 22nd,  2-4 PM 
37 Eveningstar Lane, Conestogo

INVESTMENT PROPERTY well 
maintained 5 plex, always fully 
occupied! Laundry in each unit. 
One 3 bdrm. unit. Roof (‘05).  Lots 
of parking. Shows a good return on 
your investment! MLS. $499,000.

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE! 
3 bdrm, 2 bath all brick home 
on quiet street in Conestogo!  
Large eat-in kitchen.  Heated dbl 
garage/workshop.  Fenced yard. 
MLS. $309,000. 

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOME - 3 bdrms, 
2 baths, incl. cheater ensuite.  
Ceramic, laminate flooring, w/o 
to deck and landscaped yard.  
Finished rec. rm, c/a, central vac. 
MLS. $229,900.

SAT. MARCH 21st,  2-4 PM 
49 Porchlight Dr., Elmira

WELCOME HOME -lovely 3 
bedroom, 2 bath home, nestled 
in the Village of St. Jacobs.  LR & 
DR with hardwood.  Gas fireplace. 
Main floor master and updated 
bath.  Eatin kitchen.  Finished 
rec. rm.,office & 3pc.  NEW MLS. 
$289,900.

SPACIOUS  home c lose  to 
downtown! Inviting front porch.  
Lovely family room addition w/ 
gas fireplace.  Cherry kitchen 
w/built in appliances.  3 baths.  
Finished rec. rm. w/o to patio.  
Shed. Newer roof. c/Air. NEW 
MLS.  $264,900.

43’ PARK 
MODEL 
TRAILER 

FOR SALE 

1989 Northlander Supreme 12’x43’ factory addition, sun porch, 
covered rear deck, storage shed, fridge, stove, air conditioner. 
Clean condition with numerous updates. Located on a shaded 
lot with paved driveway on GreenAcre Park, Waterloo. Must be 
vacated 2 months in the winter. Park rental may be continued, 
or trailer may be moved to your location. 519-575-6314

$39,900 Near Drayton on 1.29 acres. 
“Quality Built” brick bungalow, 
open concept, cathedral ceiling, 3 
bedrms, masterbedrm w/walkout/ 
ensuite bath, walkup basement 
to garage, 200 amp hydro.  Call 
Edith for more information. 
519.638.2509. MLS 0844436.

Coach House Realty  
 Inc. Brokerage 

OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

159 William St., Palmerston
(Across from Home Hardware)

*SALES REPRESENTATIVES: 
Edith McArthur * 519.638.2509 
Kathy Robinson * 519.343.4816

$379,900

SAT. MARCH. 21, 1 - 3 pm
8252 Conc. 12, Maryborough, Mapleton

OPEN HOUSE

LEON MARTIN

ADDRESS: 4-B Arthur St. S., ELMIRA • EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net
DIRECT: 519-503-2753 • OFFICE: 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Minto Twp Country bungalow only 
13 years old on an acre of property.  
Three large bedrooms, good sized 
kitchen and dining area, open 
concept.  $254,900. MLS.

PET LOVERS Business opportunity for a 
person that wants to work from home. Very 
good income, website included  Havanese 
dogs. MLS.

BUILD YOUR DREAM HOME or let us 
customize one for you! Country lots 
in the hamlet of Carthage. High speed 
internet access, individual well and 
septic. Only 40/45 min. from K/W or 
Guelph. MLS.

www. .com

IN PRINT | ONLINE | IN PICTURES | IN DEPTH
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BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker of Record

SHANNA
ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

MONIQUE
BRUBACHER
Sales Rep.

DARREN 
ROMKEY

Sales Rep.

ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICESIndependently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 1, Elmira

N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

THIS WEEK'S FEATURE PROPERTIES

WEBSITE: www.royallepage.ca
EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca

Further Information:

GREAT FAMILY HOME
$282,900 | Amazing amount of living 
space offered in this home.  Family room 
with FP, Formal living/dining rms.  Loads of 
yard space for children to play.  MLS.

OPEN HOUSE | SUN 2-4 PM
42 ROBERTA STREET, ELMIRA

 MODEL BUNGALOW
$320,000 | Base price for this amazing 

open concept plan.  The gorgeous 
kitchen with dream breakfast island/

bar offers amazing space.  All mainfloor 
conveniences.  Call to view.  EXCLUSIVE.

MOBILE HOME IN WATERLOO
$85,000 WATERLOO | WOW! Nicely fin-
ished with additional storage, 4 piece bath, 
4 appliances, 2 outside sheds and patio.  
Walking distance to the New Wal Mart & 
Farmer's Market.  MLS.

PARK-LIKE SETTING
$549,900 ELMIRA | Magnificent 
wooded lot on quiet dead-end cul-de-
sac. Unique architectural designed ranch 
bungalow; many, many updates throughout 
this beautiful home; lots of parking for all 
your toys. MLS.

PAMPERED BEAUTY
$324,900 | Only a year old, many added 
extra's including beautiful oak stairs, 
fireplace, hardwood and ceramic flooring, 
striking 6 appliances, 3 Bedrms, 3 Baths, 
and great start to the basement.  MLS.

CHARMING, WARM, ELEGANT
$289,000 DRAYTON | Bungalow on huge lot 
overlooking green space; featuring cedar deck 
and patio; professionally landscaped lot looks 
attractive in summer and winter; 2 cozy fireplaces 
to warm the peaceful winter nights. MLS.

BRIGHT SPACIOUS HOME
$257,000 WELLESLEY | Great family home 
on deep treed lot on quiet street; finished 
basement; deck; back yard oasis with perennial 
gardens; MLS.

STARTER OR RETIREMENT HOME
$163,000 DRAYTON | Quaint bungalow on 
a large lot; 2 bedrooms; new kitchen and new 
kitchen window 2007; bright and cheery.  MLS.

COUNTRY HOME CLOSE TO CITY 
$253,500 ST. CLEMENTS | Country home 
within minutes to the City; 2+ bedrooms, 
barn/workshop with loft; numerous updates 
throughout; MLS.

SHOWN WITH PRIDE!!!
$309,000 ELMIRA | STUNNING Red Brick 
century home located in downtown Elmira.  
Welcoming front porch; natural hardwood 
throughout; hardwood floors; beautiful 
pocket doors; finished rec room with gas 
fireplace; open unfinished attic. ++++ MLS.

OPEN HOUSE | SUN 2-4 PM
15 MUSCOVEY DR, ELMIRA
MAKE YOUR MOVE!

$329,900 | Spacious 3 bedroom home with 
open concept kitchen/family room; fully 
fenced yard; large master bedroom with 

ensuite and walk-in closet; patio/deck; MLS.

FREEHOLD BUNGALOW 
TOWNHOME

$248,900 | Centrally located townhome 
in Elmira!  Many features include master 

bedroom ensuite, beautiful hardwood 
and ceramic flooring, open concept living/
dining room w/walkout to backyard!  CALL 

TO VIEW. MLS.

QUIET MATURE STREET
$203,000 NEW HAMBURG | Desired area 
of New Hamburg; home backs onto Scott Park; 
hardwood flooring, oak kitchen cupboards; 
central vac; MLS.

      

Vermicomposting, or composting
with worms, creates rich soil that
helps gardens grow. And it gives

humans a clean, odor-free,
environmental way to get rid of

garbage. The worms get a good meal
and contribute their poop, or castings,
to the production of good soil that

grows better flowers and vegetables.

Do the math to find out what each of these
women are remembered for:

EARTHWORMS
APPELHOF
GARBAGE
CASTINGS
HATCH
CLEAN
ORGANIC
TRASH
ACRE
COMPOST
SOIL
WORK
LOVE
MARY
MEAL
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Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

S

E
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O

I

L

C

R

A

Look through the
newspaper for 5

powerful adjectives,
5 nouns and 5 verbs.
Create a paragraph
using each of these

words.

In the 1970s, Mary Appelhof built a container for worms
to eat her garbage. It worked so well, she wrote a book
called “Worms Eat My Garbage” and started Flowerfield
Enterprises, Inc. a company that sells composting bins,
worms and other products for people interested in organic
gardening.

Garbage is for worms! You might think
it is gross, but certain kinds of worms
think garbage is yummy. Instead of
tossing leftover salad, melon peels and
apple cores into the trash or disposal,
build a worm bin and start raising worms
to eat your garbage.

To find out how to build a worm bin,
visit www.kidscoop.com/kids

Red worms like
organic garbage.
This means things
that mostly come
from plants.

Cross out the
things by the worm
bin that the worms
won’t eat.

Studied apes and their
social interactions for
45 years.

First woman to be
nominated for President
of the U.S. by a major
political party

For her tireless work and
support of Civil Rights,
received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom in 1994

Wrote about the dangers of
pesticides used in farming.

Replace the missing vowels to learn more about earthworms.

Mary Arlene Appelhof

Visit Mary’s site: www.wormwoman.com

(Hint: Paper comes
from trees.)

Write a paragraph about a
woman you admire. List three

or more reasons why you
respect this person.

Worm grunting is done buy driving a

stake inta the ground and pulling a flat

metal rod across the top. This creates

a bullfrog-like grunting sownd. Within

minites, hundreds of earthworms crawl

out of the ground, where fishermen

gather them up for bait.

Why do the worms come up?

Researcher, Ken Catania of Vanderbilt

University in Nashville, TN has an

explanation. He believes that worm

grunting is similar to the vibrations

moles make as they digg through the

ground. Moles eat wormz, so when the

worms feel those vibrations, they

scurry to get out of the ground and

away from the mole.

Every Arpril, the citizens of

Sopchoppy, FL hold a one-day Worm

Grunting Festival. In addition to

dancing, eating good food, a hula hool

contest and other games, the festival

includes a Worm Gruntin’ Contest and

the crowing of a Worm Grunter King

and/or Queen.

Are you an eagle-eyed reader?
Read the articles below and correct the
nine spelling and grammar errors you
find. The first one is done for you.

      3 Acre  
Estate Lots Available

ID# 117888

(519) 575-6314
Hawkesville, ON

$250,000

»CROSSWORD SOLUTION
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