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»A return to orDer

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

After several acts of  vandal-
ism on his business property 
the owner of  The Gardens in 
Elmira is working with anoth-
er local company to make the 
scenic space more secure. 

Last week the garden portion 
behind Mooder Horticultural 
Inc., the design and project 
management fi rm on Dunke 
Street, was broken into by 
unknown suspects. The per-
petrators broke into a storage 
shed housing plants and sup-
plies and threw them outside 
the building. 

Though this is not the fi rst 
break-in to occur at The Gar-
dens, owner Doug Mooder is 
now looking to add video sur-
veillance equipment to the 
site.

“I have to. I’ve got two kids at 
home: I can’t be sitting down 
here babysitting the place all 
the time,” said Mooder.

The Gardens is a plot of  land-
scaped land featuring stone-
work, ponds, trees, shrubbery 
and creeks located behind the 
company’s offi ce. An interac-
tive outdoor space that offers 
potential customers a virtual 
display of  the fi rm’s services, 
it also offers local residents a 
quiet and scenic space to enjoy 
from dawn until dusk. Though 
The Gardens are private prop-
erty, Mooder allows the public 
to use the space free of  cost 

Latest act of vandalism has The
Gardens eyeing surveillance
Owner wants to keep area open to public, but tired of repeated cleanups

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

His wife having succumbed 
to colon cancer, Darryl Sit-
tler knows fi rsthand the im-
portance of  early detection 
in fi ghting the disease. That 
experience made the hockey 
hall of  famer an eager recruit 
for Colon Cancer Canada’s 
public education campaign, 
which features other celebri-
ties such as Anne Murray and 
Pamela Wallin.

The advocacy role is a good 
fi t for the St. Jacobs native, 
who has supported the cause 
since losing his wife Wendy in 
2002.

“Wendy, her message was 
that if  she could prevent one 
person from not having to 
go through what she went 
through, then it would be 
worthwhile,” said Sittler in an 
interview.

When Wendy was diagnosed 
at 50 with colon cancer nei-
ther she nor Darryl knew 
much about the disease. They 
were both, however, startled 
by information that depicted 
the colon cancer as both po-
tentially fatal and highly cur-
able. 

“We found out quite quickly 
that colon cancer was the 
number two killer of  cancers 

Sittler takes 
on advocacy 
role for Colon 
Cancer Canada
Hockey great
a spokesman for 
public education 
campaign
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1. you choose your budget.
2. you give us YOUR wishlist.
3. WE GIVE YOU THE PLAN.
4. WE GET YOU THE PLANTS.
5. YOU DO IT YOURSELF.*

* We can also do the work for you   |   519.669.4073
Come find inspiration for your outdoor project at

MaINTaINING aN OaSIS While he wants to keep the gardens open to the public, Doug mooder is taking steps to tackle the acts of 
vandalism infl icted on the elmira site that showcases his landscape designs.
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Colon Cancer Canada
We’re behind your behind

For more information or to donate visit coloncancercanada.ca

Fear colon 
cancer, 
not the 
test
Colon Cancer is the number two killer of all cancers – 
and it can affect anyone. But with early detection  
the survival rate is estimated at 90%. And it all starts 
with a simple test that you do in the privacy of your 
own home. Talk with your doctor and get the test. 
Not knowing is not the answer.

Darryl Sittler, 
Hockey legend
Lost his wife to colon cancer

in both men and women, that 
it’s 90 per cent preventable 
with early detection. Right 
away I said, ‘how can it be 90 
per cent curable and the num-
ber two killer of  cancer?” said 
Sittler.

The key is early detection.
“People weren’t getting test-

ed, or the message wasn’t get-
ting out.”

This year alone, some 21,500 
Canadians will be diagnosed 
with colon cancer. Even more 
startling is the fact that almost 
50 per cent of  those diagnosed 
will die even though colon 
cancer is one of  the most pre-
ventable forms of  cancer – it’s 
very treatable if  caught early.

Still, many people fail to get 
tested. 

“I’ve had two colonoscopies. 
If  you know somebody who 
has colon cancer, the colonos-
copy part of  it is nothing com-
pared to the disease – and the 
treatments for the disease, 
surgeries and chemotherapy 
and all those things.”

While some people wait 
to turn 50 before getting a 
colonoscopy, those with a fam-
ily history of  the disease are 
encouraged to go much soon-
er. The earlier the better, said 
Sittler.

“Be proactive in your life; you 
only get one life, and it’s up to 
you to make those calls – oth-
er people can’t make them for 
you,” said the former Toronto 

Maple Leaf  great, who, in ad-
dition to speaking on behalf  
of  Colon Cancer Canada, was 
also instrumental in setting 
up the Wendy Bear campaign 
in memory of  his late wife. 
Anyone interested in support-

Sittler: Cause close to the heart

ing Colon Cancer Canada can 
order a teddy bear online, the 
proceeds of  which are used to 
support people living with co-
lon cancer. 

For more information, visit 
www.coloncancercanada.ca. 

» From cover

JONI MILTENBURG

Red Cross home care provid-
ers across Ontario began a 
series of  rotating strikes Mon-
day, demanding the provincial 
government compensate them 
for travel costs associated 
with the job.

The 3,000 workers are mem-
bers of  the Service Employees 
International Union. Cathy 
Carroll, secretary-treasurer 
for SEIU Local 1, said they 
came up with a system of  one-
day strikes to get the attention 
of  the McGuinty government 
without harming their cli-
ents.

Home care workers provide 
a variety of  services, from 
bathing, grooming, making 
meals and light housework to 
helping with medications and 
moving patients. They assist 
seniors, people with disabili-
ties, people recovering from 
surgery and special needs 
children in their own homes.

Currently they are paid for 
the time they spend in clients’ 
homes, but not the time spent 
travelling between clients.

“When they step outside the 

Red Cross home 
care workers begin 
rotating strikes

door, their pay stops until 
they get to the next person,” 
Carroll said. “It’s part of  their 
job to travel to their clients 
and they should be paid for it. 
Nobody else who has to travel 
as part of  their job doesn’t 
get paid to travel. Even a guy 
who delivers pizzas gets paid 
to travel.” Benefits are also 
based on hours of  work, so the 
more time they spend travel-
ling, the more they miss out 
on qualifying for benefits.

There are 144 Red Cross care-
givers in Waterloo Region, 
serving approximately 1,000 
clients.

Dianne Moyer, caregiver for 
the Red Cross, said her travel 
time averages around two 
hours and 15 minutes a day 
working in the city of  Guelph. 
The current pay system hits 
caregivers in rural areas even 
harder, because they have to 
travel farther between clients.

Moyer has worked for the Red 
Cross for nine years. It’s some-
thing of  a family tradition; her 
grandmother also worked for 
the Red Cross, teaching war 
brides homemaking skills af-
ter the Second World War.

See STRIKE page »09
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“I just think how fortunate we are to be able to walk five minutes 
from our house and be surrounded by nature.”

Mark BaumanLEADING OFF »
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See BIRDING page »06
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JONI MILTENBURG

On a trip to Alaska shortly 
after finishing high school, 
Mark Bauman noticed a little 
grey bird hopping around in 
a mountain stream. It was a 
nondescript bird, a bit fatter 
than a sparrow, but it wasn’t 
anywhere in his bird guide. 
Bauman was intrigued and 
bought another guide, where 
he learned it was a Dipper, 
a bird that walks on river-
beds and dives underwater in 
search of  bugs and fish eggs.

That little grey bird turned 
Bauman into a dedicated bird-
watcher. He has a life list of  
birds he’s spotted that reached 
500 this year and includes ex-
otic species like painted bun-

Eyes on our feathered friends
An avid birdwatcher, Woolwich councillor Mark Bauman is also a booster for local trails

tings from Florida, trogans 
from Costa Rica and todies 
from the Caribbean.

But Bauman does most of  his 
bird watching closer to home. 
His house in St. Jacobs is a 
stone’s throw from the Health 
Valley Trail, and he has a 
backyard list of  birds, spot-
ted within half  a kilometre of  
home, that numbers 154.

“I just think how fortunate 
we are to be able to walk five 
minutes from our house and 
be surrounded by nature,” 
Bauman said. “There’s so 
many places right here in 
Woolwich Township that you 
can do that, we’re fortunate 
with the kilometres of  trail 
that we have.”

Born and raised in St. Ja-
cobs, Bauman has never 

moved more than a mile away. 
There were plenty of  natural 
areas nearby to stir his inter-
est in wildlife growing up, and 
his family also went on camp-
ing trips every year, usually 
to provincial parks across On-
tario.

When the Mill Race footpath 
became part of  the Trans-
Canada Trail 10 years ago, 
Bauman merged his interest 
in the outdoors with his car-
pentry skills and helped build 
bridges for the trail. He’s been 
a member of  the Woolwich 
Trails Group ever since. 

Woolwich has around 75 ki-
lometres of  trail, and all of  
them are good for birdwatch-
ers, Bauman said. Trails along 
water, including the Mill Race 
Trail in St Jacobs and the Kiss-

ing Bridge Trail in Elmira are 
particularly good sites.

“Your patience will deter-
mine how good a birding spot 
it is,” he said.

It was about 15 years ago that 
Bauman spotted a long-eared 
owl along the Mill Race trail. 
His oldest son, seven or eight 
at the time, was interested in 
raptors and wanted to see it. 
They went out early the next 
morning and peered up into 
each cedar tree, hunting in 
vain for the owls. Bauman was 
just about to give up and go to 
work when his son tugged his 
arm and pointed upward. As 
soon as he looked up, he spot-
ted the owl, sitting about 10 feet 
above them. Then he realized 
that his son, who was shorter, 
wasn’t seeing the same bird he 

was. He crouched and realized 
there was a pair of  owls star-
ing back at the pair of  them.

Bird watching is a pretty 
safe hobby, but once or twice 
Bauman has found himself  in 
a tight situation. One fall he 
was birding near Point Pelee 
during hunting season. He 
was in a no hunting zone, but 
apparently a hunter didn’t see 
the signs. 

“There was a bang and all of  
sudden there were splashes in 
the water in front of  me where 
the shotgun pellets were land-
ing,” Bauman said.

Most of  the time, bird watch-
ing is relaxing more than it’s 
an adrenaline rush. It’s also 
an inexpensive hobby; all it 
takes is a pair of  binoculars 

LOOKING OUT, LOOKING UP mark bauman will be leading a birdwatching hike in April, just one of the events planned for Woolwich’s healthy Communities month.
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Potholes tax our patience with neglected infrastructure
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HWY 85

Sawmill Rd.

• Custom Planter Design
• Annuals & Perennials
• Trees & Shrubs
• Bagged Soils & Mulches
• Planters, Pots & More

• Weekly Mowing Programs
• De-Thatching & Aeration
• Fertilizing Programs
• Garden Edging & Mulching
• Planting & Pruning

• Custom Designs
• Garden Installations
• Interlocking Pavers
• Steps & Walls
• Water Features

• Custom Planter Design• Custom Planter Design• Custom Planter Design• Custom Planter Design
• Annuals & Perennials• Annuals & Perennials• Annuals & Perennials• Annuals & Perennials

• Weekly Mowing Programs• Weekly Mowing Programs
• De-Thatching & Aeration• De-Thatching & Aeration

• Custom Designs• Custom Designs
• Garden Installations• Garden Installations

• Custom Planter Design• Custom Planter Design• Custom Planter Design• Custom Planter Design • Custom Designs• Custom Designs • Weekly Mowing Programs• Weekly Mowing Programs

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

RETAIL
GARDEN CENTRE

LANDSCAPE
DESIGN & BUILD

WWWaterlooWaterlooW

LANDSCAPE NURSERY

Country GardensCountry Gardens
1661 NEW JERUSALEM RD.

PHONE: 519.664.0404MON. -SAT. 9:00-5:00
SUNDAY 11:00-4:00

WATER GARDENING (Presented by Moore’s Water Gardens).......................10:00am
POND START-UP & MAINTENANCE (Presented by Aquascape Ontario).......11:00am
WATER GARDENINGWATER GARDENINGWATER GARDENINGWATER GARDENING (Presented by Moore’s Water Gardens) (Presented by Moore’s Water Gardens) (Presented by Moore’s Water Gardens) 10:00am

APRIL 18TH SEMINARS

Call 519.664.0404 to reserve your seat. Space is limited.

Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan 
help you with your plants and colours.

Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan Bring in your emptied planters and pots and have our grower Terry Numan 

CUSTOMIZE YOUR OWN!

OPEN FOR THE SEASON ON APRIL 4TH

Pansies & 
Primula’s

Are In Bloom!

Winter officially 
behind us, we’re 
firmly ensconced in 
the season that fol-
lows. No, not spring 
– well, yes, spring – 
but more pressingly 
for drivers, pothole 
season.

Somewhere be-
tween snow-covered streets and the 
serious thaw, we’re in a no-man’s land 
of  dodging craters and the occasion-
ally spray of  cold patch, awaiting the 
arrival of  full-bore repairs and won-
dering where all the money goes – you 
know, the billions we shell out in gas 
taxes that are supposed to go back into 
the roads, but don’t.

While lower prices have taken some 
of  the sting out of  gasoline purchases 
– though the proposed merger between 
Suncor and Petro-Canada doesn’t bode 
well – we’ve long been told the taxes 
are supposed to cover some of  the 
costs of  our sins (I suppose that’s why 
gas taxes seem to be lumped in there 
with booze and cigarettes).

For Kevin Gaudet, Ontario director 
of  the Canadian Taxpayers Federa-
tion, the split between what Ontario 
takes in through gas taxes and what 
it spends on roads is more than just 
a passing annoyance. He repeatedly 
calls for the province to put in place 
policies to guarantee 100 per cent of  
money raised through gas taxes and 
licensing fees goes back into roads.

“Many Ontario motorists feel they 
are being soaked at the pumps. Not 
only do many feel that big oil is gen-

erating huge profits at their expense, 
they also resent driving on roads and 
over bridges that are poorly main-
tained by their provincial and munici-
pal governments,” he says.

The solution? Have Ontario adopt a 
Gas Tax Accountability Act, as have 
the NDP governments in Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan.

In Manitoba, over every four-year 
period 100 per cent of  gas tax revenue 
must be reinvested into roads, bridges, 
highways and transportation.

A similar law in Ontario, says Gau-
det, would provide an additional $2.2 
billion a year for infrastructure proj-
ects. Currently, the government takes 
in about $4.2 billion in fuel taxes and 
licence revenues; only 47 per cent of  
the money goes back into road works.

“The idea is that if  you’re putting gas 
into your vehicle, then that tax money 
should go back into things vehicles are 
using.”

In the absence of  a reduction in the 
14.7 cents per litre provincial gas tax, 
the money should go to fixing our 
roads, he argues. In fact, he would pre-
fer to see the redistribution of  the rev-
enues rather than a tax cut, noting the 
federal government has much more 
flexibility to reduce gas taxes. Given 
that some 80 per cent of  the roads be-
long to municipalities, accountability 
legislation would benefit local govern-
ments to the tune of  $1.8 billion – much 
needed infrastructure money at the lo-
cal level.

“If  the province won’t reduce gas 
taxes, then it should implement a 
Gas Tax Accountability Act. Doing 

so would put approximately $2 bil-
lion more into filling potholes, fixing 
bridges and repairing highways.”

Removing gas taxes from general cof-
fers would require the government to 
make an adjustment in its spending 
habits. The CTF, of  course, argues 
we’re dramatically overtaxed: there 
are plenty of  places to cut back in or-
der to put the $4.2 billion where it be-
longs.

“I’m not convinced that that govern-
ment, if  it chose to make this a prior-
ity, couldn’t find the money to make it 
happen.” 

Politicians, however, have tradition-
ally paid little attention to long-term 
infrastructure needs, preferring pro-
gram spending to make a re-election 
splash. Failing roads and bridges – 
along with sewers and a host of  other 
infrastructure issues – are left for a 
future administration to tackle.

Chronically overtaxed, we’re getting 
less and less for our money. That the 
public is starting to perceive that issue 
perhaps bodes well for some pressure 
on our short-term-obsessed politi-
cians.

That said, infrastructure spending 
is front and center now as both the 
federal and provincial governments 
look to stimulate the sagging econo-
my. Roads and bridges are prime, old-
school works programs that have the 
advantage of  being ready to go – most 
municipalities have a long wish-list of  
projects – and of  being highly visible, 
as politicians love for people to know 
they’re out there doing something. 
That is, of  course, why there’s almost 
always a big, self-congratulatory sign 
telling you who’s behind the project 
that has traffic slowing to a crawl.

Stimulus spending will have the 
books bleeding red ink in both Ottawa 
and Queen’s Park. With taxpayers in 
no mood for additional taxes – please 
heed that, Dalton McGuinty, as you 
contemplated harmonizing the PST 
with the GST – the spate of  infrastruc-
ture projects will require offsetting 
cuts elsewhere to maintain tax rates 
while eliminating today’s deficits and 
tomorrow’s long-term debts. At that 
point, we’ll probably have to learn to 
live a little longer with the potholes 
that will undoubtedly return.

MONIqUe BrUBacher
Sales Rep, Royal LePage

How long have you worked here?
Three years in April.

What do you like about it?
Every day’s different; you’re meeting new 
people every day.

What are some of your hobbies?
I like to travel, biking, golfing.

Where have you travelled to?
I’ve been to Germany, Australia, the Carib-
bean.

What was the most interesting place?
Germany. I went to school there for three 
months. Just a different way of living because 
I was living in the city of Berlin. Going from 
small town to a big city was a huge change.

Do you speak German?
A little bit. My host family spoke English really 
well, so I probably came back knowing less 
German than I did when I went there.

Anything you’re looking forward to right 
now?
Possibly going to Calgary in the summer. 
That’s not for sure yet, but it’s still fun to look 
forward to the possibility.
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Student wins 
floral contest

THANK YOU 
LANDOWNERS

On behalf of the Elmira Snowmobile Club and area snowmobilers 
we would like to express our gratitude for allowing our trails on 
your property this winter.

Our club and its volunteers appreciate your cooperation in 
sharing your land, while valuing your permission and respecting 
your property.

Thank you for your generous contribution.
ELMIRA SNOWMOBILE CLUB

Self Help
A Norm Foster comedy

Dinner Theatre

March 27 - May 9
Matinee and evening shows

The Arboretum, University of Guelph

519.824.4120 ext. 54110
www.uoguelph.ca/arboretum

Self HelpSelf Help

JONI MILTENBURG

Canada should bring its 
troops home from Af-
ghanistan. Evil is a nec-
essary part of  human 
nature. Up is better than 
down.

If  your response was 
“Well, that’s debatable,” 
you’re entirely correct. 
Those are just a few of  
the resolutions tackled 
by the Elmira District 
Secondary School debat-
ing society.

This weekend, the ques-
tion is whether Canada 
should apply to join the 
European Union, and 
debaters from across 
Ontario will be making 
their case at Kitchener’s 
Eastwood Collegiate 
during the provincial 
championships. Elmira 
won’t be making an ar-
gument, as the debating 
team missed the provin-
cials this year, but EDSS 
student Tristan Neill 
will be taking part as a 
judge.

Neill and his debating 
partner, Wren Laing, 
excelled on the debat-
ing team for four years. 
After they graduated 
last June, Laing headed 
to McGill University 

Always up for a good debate
Having excelled in competition, EDSS student now joins the judges’ table

while Neill returned to 
EDSS for a fifth year. In 
September, Neill decided 
that he’d prefer to judge 
this year.

“I want to debate at 
the university level and 
I thought looking at it 
from that other perspec-
tive would be really valu-
able,” Neill said.

Taking a seat at the 
judges’ table wasn’t 
hard; four years as a de-
bater taught Neill what 
a good argument sounds 
like, and new judges are 
paired with older judges 
at tournaments to offer 
guidance as necessary. 

There are two rounds 
to high school debating; 
teams first argue in fa-
vour of  a resolution, and 
then they turn around 
and argue against it.

“The ability to see both 
sides of  an issue is really 
important,” said teacher 
supervisor Caroline 
Knapp. “It’s a good intel-
lectual activity.”

The topics tend to be 
current issues that are 
making the news, and 
they can be anything 
from politics to social 
justice to international 
affairs. There is also one 
fun tournament every 
year, where students de-

bate quirky resolutions 
like “Cupid’s arrows 
are weapons of  mass de-
struction.”

EDSS is in rebuilding 
mode this year, after al-
most all of  their expe-
rienced debaters gradu-
ated last year. The school 
has a strong debating 
society, and it has gradu-
ated some proficient de-
baters. Jordan Schmidt, 
an EDSS grad, is now 
president of  the Wilfrid 
Laurier University de-

bating society, and rep-
resented Laurier at the 
world championships in 
Bangkok, Thailand last 
year and Cork, Ireland 
this year. 

Knapp said she doesn’t 
cut anyone who comes 
out, and experience isn’t 
required. The debating 
society even has its own 
song, and members greet 
each other with a “three 
fingers up” hand signal. 

Debating is a good way 
to meet interesting peo-

ple from other schools, 
Neill said, and it’s also 
useful academically.  

“Debating really helps 
you with your English, 
with your essay writing 
and presenting and with 
your thinking skills.”

It’s not just for those 
who enjoy arguing: De-
bating is a good way 
to get better at public 
speaking, Neill added.

“You don’t need to be 
political and you don’t 
need to be opinionated.”

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Residents of  planet 
Earth will get a chance 
to show their support 
for their only home to-
day (Saturday), as the 
world gets set to take 
part in the second an-
nual Earth Hour at 8:30 
p.m.

Last year the World 
Wildlife Fund event, 
which got its start in 
Australia in 2007, grew 
into a global sustainabil-
ity movement, bringing 
together some 50 mil-
lion participants from 
around the world as they 
switched off  their lights 

Darkness to descend for today’s Earth Hour
to raise awareness of  
climate change. 

For at least one hour, 
governments, homeown-
ers, residents and land-
marks worldwide stood 
in the darkness.

This time around, or-
ganizers of  the Earth 
Hour campaign are hop-
ing to go even bigger and 
better, with the goal of  
seeing a billion people 
switch off  their lights. 

While the fact that 
Earth Hour is on a week-
end might make it dif-
ficult for local govern-
ments to participate, 
municipal workers will 
likely do their parts 
from home.

“Staff  are doing things 
on their own. Because 
it’s Saturday and we’re 
not operational, a lot of  
staff  are doing a lot of  
things [at home] to con-
serve,” said Woolwich 
Township’s Christine 
Broughton, noting that 
during the week staff  
were encouraged by 
their peers to take on the 
one hour challenge by 
either shutting off  the 
lights, turning off  the 
television or lowering 
the thermostat.

“They’re always en-
thused about … any-
thing like that: they’re 
gung-ho to get going.”

For many of  last year’s 

participants, Earth Hour 
turned into a longer, so-
cial event as families and 
friends gathered around 
their living rooms for 
a chat or broke out the 
guitar for a session on 
the front stoop.

While municipal efforts 
to shave off  energy con-
sumption tonight might 
yield relatively insignifi-
cant savings, Earth Hour 
is more about adopting 
an environmentally re-
sponsible conscience 
than it is about the units 
of  energy saved in one 
hour.

“We’re agreeing that 
this is a good thing to 
be done: it’s good for 

the morale, it’s good for 
the environment and 
we will do what we can 
to support it. The net 
impact might not be sig-
nificant but at least the 
moral support is there 
– it’s a good concept,” 
said Wellesley CAO Su-
san Duke, noting that 
as time passes the town-
ship is looking to reduce 
its ecological footprint.

In that vein, the newly 
renovated township 
administration build-
ing was switched off  a 
gas heating source to 
geothermal energy this 
summer and features 
other energy saving fea-

elmira’s Carri Snider, a student 
in Conestoga College’s retail flo-
rist program, was the first-place 
winner in the “theme Design” 
category at the ontario Flower 
growers Co-operative 19th annual 
student floral design competition 
in mississauga.
in the competition’s two cat-

egories, the other being wedding 
bouquets each competing student 
received the same assortment of 
flowers and materials and was 
given a maximum of two hours to 
create and complete the product, 
to be judged by a panel of profes-
sional floral designers.

new social spending announced 
in this week’s provincial budget 
will support low-income families 
in tough economic times, says 
Kitchener-Conestoga mpp lee-
anna pendergast.
Among the measures, the on-

tario Child benefit will rise to a 
maximum of $1,100 per year from 
$600. Working with the federal 
government, ontario would reno-
vate 50,000 social housing units 
and build 4,500 new affordable 
housing units through a joint in-
vestment of $1.2 billion.
the projects will also help create 

and retain construction jobs.
“these major new initiatives are 

a significant step toward our goal 
of helping ontario families right 
now and reaching our long-term 
goal of reducing poverty in on-
tario,” said pendergast.

Budget boosts 
low incomes 

WCC official 
opening today
Kitchener-Conestoga mpp lee-

anna pendergast and a represen-
tative of the ontario trillium Foun-
dation will be making a funding 
announcement today (Saturday) 
at the grand opening of the new 
Woolwich Counselling Centre in 
elmira. the event will be held at 
1 p.m. at elmira District Second-
ary School, across from the new 
counselling centre’s new home, 
the former St. Aidan’s church.

CrimeStoppers  
to host gala
Waterloo regional Crime Stop-

pers presents its annual fundrais-
ing gala Apr. 2. this year’s theme 
is “the roaring ‘20s.” the evening 
will feature the royal City Swing 
band, performance and swing 
dance lessons with the Water-
loo Swing Crew, a live and silent 
auction, free feather boas for the 
ladies and fedoras for the gents. 
the event takes place just across 
the township line at St. george 
banquet hall in Waterloo.

SeeING BOTh SIDeS A veteran of high school debating, eDSS student tristan neill will be acting as a judge in 
this year’s provincial championships, going on this weekend in Kitchener.
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Vandalism: Gardens owner 
to install video surveillance
» From cover

www.lensmill.com
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TO WATERLOO
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NOW OPEN
Mondays to
Saturdays 
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MILL

STORES

LEN’S
MILL
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LEN’S
MILL

STORES
Values In Effect until April 12, 09

Broadway St.X

APRIL 
SHOWERS

DOOR 
CRASHERS

$7.99  Value $34.00

40 PC. 
DRILL SETS

LEVI  TOPS & T’s
Men’s, Ladies, Teens

Manufacturers pre ticketed price
1/2

PICTURE FRAMES
Entire Selection 25% OFF

COLLAPSIBLE CONTAINERS
NEW Arrival, Rubbermaid

$4.49

 WOODEN DRAPERY ROD KITS
Excellent Value, ESSENTIALS $9.99

reg. $23.99

Cuisine Kitchen

FOAMED BACKED MATTS
$2.99

Value $5.99

Entire Stock

EMBASSY BUTTONS 30% OFF

Christmas

FABRICS 30%OFF
Lens low Price

Mens, Teens

HANES COTTON ROBES
$8.99

Value $24.99

$8.99
Value $22.99

Covington Mens

SHORTIE PJ’S
Embroidered

UPHOLSTERY SUEDE
$12.99yd

Value $21.99 yd.

Sonoma

CAPRIS SHORTS
$9.99

Ralph Lauren

WALLPAPER
$14.99roll

Selected Printed

ACRYLIC FLEECE
$3.99 yd

90” Wide
PRINTED FLANNEL

$4.99 yd
Reg $6.99 yd.Ideal for Decoration or Sheeting

GREETING CARDS .88¢
Reg. $1.00

Sweet Grass Market

REUSABLE BAGS
$1.00ea

FOAM SLABS 
or SQUARES 30% OFF

Excellent  Value

From

Excellent  Value

Reg $5.99 yd.

during the day.
“The idea was to have 

this gate and it’s a pub-
lic space and people can 
meander through and 
go home at dusk,” said 
Mooder. “It’s not a public 
park: it’s a lot of  work to 
keep the place up, so it’s 
a lot harder when stuff  
gets smashed; it has a 
value and you have to 
put it all together.”

Mooder couldn’t pro-
vide a dollar amount of  
the damage caused by 
vandals but said that 
he and his crew spent a 
considerable amount of  
time repairing and put-
ting everything back in 
order. 

Police have no suspects 
at this point, but Mooder 
believes the perpetra-
tors might have been 
late-night drinkers and 
revelers.

“As if  some grandma 
is going to write that 
and break in here and 
throw plants around and 
go away,” said Mooder, 
alluding to drug refer-
ences written in spilled 
fertilizer over the stor-
age shed.

This is not the first 

time The Gardens have 
been broken into. Since 
its opening in the spring 
of  2007, the property has 
been trespassed numer-
ous times, and ample 
amounts of  beer bottles 
and garbage have been 
found strewn across the 
grounds. Utility trailers 
have been breached and 
tools stolen. Mooder is 
now in talks with MAR-
CO 1049 of  Elmira to in-
stall a high-tech camera 
surveillance system that 
will keep him up to date 
with images sent direct-
ly to his Blackberry. 

He’s also planning on 
installing a larger fence 
gate at the east end en-
trance on Maple Street 
that will force visitors to 
enter by the front. Access 
to the soon-to-be moni-
tored space will be exclu-
sively via Dunke Street.

Mark Fletcher, CEO of  
MARCO 1049 said the 
new measures shouldn’t 
deter people from enjoy-
ing the gardens. 

“Surveillance is becom-
ing more and more com-
mon all over the place 
and I think a lot of  peo-
ple realize that surveil-
lance isn’t put in there 

to necessarily monitor 
their actions; it’s to pick 
up the bad things,” said 
Fletcher, noting that ur-
ban centers like Toronto 
already feature video 
surveillance in public 
areas such as subway 
stations.

“If  I’m not doing any-
thing wrong I have noth-
ing to worry about.”

For his part, Mooder 
hopes the new strate-
gies will help him keep 
The Gardens open to the 
public.

“Everybody always 
said at first, ‘it’s inevi-
table, you’re going to 
have vandalism, it can’t 
be done’ and I was going 
on the premise that if  
something is extremely 
well kept and taken care 
of  then they’re going to 
respect the effort that’s 
gone into it on behalf  of  
the community … but 
it’s a few people, I know 
that there are a lot of  
people that aren’t caus-
ing any harm.” 
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and a bird guide. 
“A $100 investment and 

you’re set for life,” Bau-
man said. “Birding is 
something you can do 
anytime you want. As 
soon as you walk out of  
the house in the morn-
ing, or even inside the 
house; when you go for 
a walk or when you’re 
driving in the car.” 

Bauman will be leading 
a two-hour birding hike 
along the Health Valley 
Trail on Apr. 19, one of  
many activities orga-
nized by the Woolwich 
Trails Group.

» From page 03

Birding: 
Local 
optionsINDIAN RIVER DIRECT

$22.00$22.00
PER BOX

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Naval Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
SAT. APRIL 4,  12:30pm - 2:30pm

New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

ST. JACOBS
SAT. APRIL 4,  10:00am - 12:00 noon
Antique Warehouse (Beside St. Jacobs Market)

The INS aND OUTS Along with video cameras, Doug mooder is contemplating the use of fencing to control 
access to the Dunke Street site.
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With the end of winter hibernation, we're
staying open longer to serve you. We look
forward to seeing you soon.

Monday to Wednesday 9:30 am - 6:00 pm 
Thursday & Friday 9:30 am – 8:00 pm 
Saturday                9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Sunday (trial basis)  Noon – 4:00 pm

Inspiring Accents - Staying open longer
for home decor and so much more 

3 Arthur Street, Elmira
519-669-9356
Located at Elmira's downtown corner

www.inspiringaccents.com

ACCENT FURNITURE • ARTWORK & PRINTS • JEWELRY & PURSES • POTTERY
LAMPE BERGER • ENTERTAINMENT ESSENTIALS • GIFTS FROM THE HEART

Time
change!
New store hours starting
Monday, March 30th

We also offer private shopping
hours for major decorating projects
and group events. 

IA ads March 09 bw_3:Layout 1  3/20/09  8:52 AM  Page 1

OWNER OPERATED • FAST & RELIABLE • EXPERIENCED & PROFESSIONAL

For a FREE written estimate, please call Jeff Mitchell at: 

519-699-9424 
“No Job Too big or Small”

Serving KW Area for over 10 years

• Full Lawn Maintenance
• Full Flowerbed Maintenance
• Lawn Edging & De-thatching
• Shrubbery/Tree Trimming
• Aerating & Fertilizing
• Lawn Topdressing
• Mulch, Topsoil, Garden Mix, etc.
• Manure
• Excavating 
• Delivery
• Commercial & Industrial Snow & Ice Control

WEEKLY & monthLY SERVICE
PLAnS AVAILABLE

PRoPERtY mAIntEnAnCE SERVICES

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5
visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Try one of our
 100 imported cheeses

or our wonderful 
old cheddars 

up to 7 years old!
Now Taking Orders for Easter Hams and Geese

Specials from March 30 - April 4

Fresh,

$2.59 

Ib.
/$13.21kg.

Store Made, Deli Sliced

Corn Beef or
Pastrami

Cottage
Rolls

Store Made, Sweet Pickled or Smoked

$2.89 

Store Made, Sliced

$5.99 

Peameal
Bacon

Lean Ground 
Beef

$4.39 

Ib.
/$5.71kg.

Fresh, Boneless,

Pork Loin Roast or 
Butterfly Chops

$3.79 Ib.
/$8.36kg.

Ib.
/$9.68kg.

Ib.
/$6.37kg.

(5lbs + Bulk)
$2.39lb.
$5.27kg.

(By the Piece)
$3.99lb.
$8.80kg.

tures such as more effi-
cient insulation.

This spring, a storm 
water detention basin 
and fire reservoir will be 
installed. The township 
hopes this project will 
become a prototype for 
others in the community 
as well as a significant 
natural element for vari-
ous ecosystems.

“The idea is that a fully 
mature storm water man-
agement area – and this 
is where the ecosystem 
comes into it – you won’t 
know the difference be-
tween a fully mature 
storm water manage-
ment area and a fully ma-
ture swamp area,” said 
Wellesley public works 
director Will McLaugh-
lin. With time, the ap-
proximately 150-foot-
wide area is expected to 
provide a natural habitat 
for everything from cat-
tails and trees to birds, 
bats and rabbits.

» From page 05

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

Dr. David Kohl, one of  
North America’s leading 
agricultural economists, 
will be in Drayton Apr. 1, 
a featured speaker at the 
annual farm show.

A professor emeritus in 
the Department of  Ag-
ricultural and Applied 
Economics at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and 
State University (Virgin-
ia Tech) in Blacksburg, 
Virginia, Kohl will share 
his expertise when re-
viewing the megatrends 
of  agriculture in the 
new economic realities. 

Listeners will get a 
chance to learn about 
the issues affecting crop 
and livestock producers, 
economic updates for do-
mestic, U.S. and global 
markets, alternative en-
ergy, and a glimpse ahead 
to the next 20 years.

It should make for an 
informative and valu-
able session for farmers 
and producers, say orga-
nizers.

“He’s so in tune with – he 
has the pulse of  the agri-

Renowned agricultural specialist 
to address local farmers
Dr. David Kohl to speak at Drayton Farm Show next week

culture industry and agri-
business industry and 
with what’s happening 
in the overall economy,” 
said Brian Little, national 
manager of  RBC Agricul-
ture and Agribusiness, 
which is sponsoring the 
speaking series.

At the Drayton fair-
grounds, Kohl will share 
his thoughts on issues 
such as lenders using 
conservative lending 
practices, widening 
profitability gaps, crop 
and livestock markets, 
as well as domestic and 
global markets and the 
projected GDP growth 
for several countries 
around the globe in 2009. 
He will also touch upon 
long-term agricultural 
policies, including con-
servation and alterna-
tive energies, and offer 
farmers some ideas on 
how to best prepare for 
unstable times.

Kohl’s presentation will 
give farmers “a good pic-
ture of  what he’s seeing 
across North America 
and globally because he 
has a fairly good idea of  
what’s happening glob-

ally with farmers and 
producers around the 
world so it gives them 
an idea of  where they’re 
sitting,” said Annemarie 
Pedersen of  Ad Farm, a 
marketing communica-
tions agency working 
with RBC.

Initially involved in 
field research when he 
began working with 
RBC two decades ago, 
Kohl has taken on more 
speaking engagements, 
travelling all over the 
world.

“We found that he was 
so well travelled and so 
knowledgeable that we 
wanted to make this in-
formation available to 
our clients, so we started 
this RBC AG speaking 
series in 1999; he’s prob-
ably spoken to about 
20,000 producers and 
at 200 of  our events in 
the last 10 years,” said 
Little, noting that Kohl 
has made appearances 
in Canada, the U.S., Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, and 
China.

Kohl’s target audience 
this Wednesday will in-
clude farmers, produc-

ers, growers, and others 
involved in the agribusi-
ness and its value added 
sectors. Part of  his pre-
sentation will focus on 
providing farmers with 
timely information, giv-
en the economic down-
turn. 

“With the economic sit-
uation how it is his topic 
is a little bit more geared 
towards what farmers 
can do and what they’re 
looking at, seeing com-
ing down the pipe as far 
as credit and different 
things like that,” said 
Pedersen.

Kohl will be at the fair-
grounds in Drayton on 
Apr. 1 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Dr. DaVID KOhL

Pressure Points are Areas of
Stored Stress on a Nerve Pathway

With Dr. Bryan LaWrence, D.c.

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:

• FATIGUE  • HEADACHES
• LOW BACK PAIN

• NECK PAIN  • SINUS & ALLERGIES
• ARM AND WRIST PAIN

(Carpel Tunnel Syndrome)

• NUMBNESS & TINGLING (Arms & Legs)
Learn how gentle, light touch will assist your body to promote

improved health. "Address the Cause. Not the Symptoms."

Call  519-746-6022 - Space is l imited

PRESSURE POINT THERAPY
COMPLIMENTARY

WORKSHOP

When: Wednesday, April 1ST, 2009, 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Where: 30 Dupont St. E., Suite 204, Waterloo

Participants are asked to bring a non-perishable food item to be donated to the local Food Bank.

Earth: 
Hour to 
help our 
planet
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Hours: Mon. Wed. Fri.: 8am - 6pm, Tues. Thurs.: 9am - 5pm, Sat.: 9am - 12pm

519-669-9299
25 Industrial Dr.  
Unit 6, ELMIRAwww.herbalmagic.ca

Your consultation is FREE and the results are PRICELESS
Personal Health Coach | Naturalpathic Doctors
Scientific Research Team | Pharmacists
Cross Reference of any medication

REAL FOOD  |  PERSONAL COACHING  |  NATURAL PRODUCTS

         First 3 months FREE.
         First         First3         First3         First3         First

WE WILL FIT INTO 
YOUR BUDGET 
so you can fit 
into your clothes

NO ADMINISTRATION FEES
We will beat the price of 
any full service Herbal 
Weight Loss Program!

FREE 
Welcome Kits With the 
Purchase of a weight loss 
program $200 value, 
includes all tools you 
need to get started!
(Excludes essential 
products)

  PERSONAL COACHING  |  NATURAL PRODUCTS

months FREEmonths FREE
Welcome Kits With the 
Purchase of a weight loss 

Tara lost 49lbs
& 60 inches, 

 NATURAL PRODUCTS

WE WILL FIT INTO 

into your clothes

 NATURAL PRODUCTS

.

Tara lost 49lbs
& 60 inches, 

JONI MILTENBURG

Police have ruled out 
arson as the cause of  

Fire destroys Breslau-area barn
Several animals perish in blaze that caused $125,000 in damage; police rule fire is not suspicious

a barn fire on Kossuth 
Road east of  the Water-
loo airport Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Ten horses, three dogs 

and a pig died in the fire, 
which destroyed the two-
storey barn. The horses 
in the barn were recov-
ery horses, scheduled to 
go to the slaughterhouse 
but rescued instead. 

Police spokesperson 
Olaf  Heinzel said Thurs-
day that police investiga-
tors aren’t considering 
the fire suspicious.

“From a police perspec-
tive, we don’t believe 
there’s any reason to be-
lieve there was any crim-
inal activity or criminal 

offenses committed,” he 
said.

The fire was reported 
around 1:20 p.m. by ten-
ants living in the adja-
cent house. By the time 
firefighters arrived on 
the scene, the barn had 
partially collapsed. 
Shortly after, a 45-gallon 
drum containing motor 
oil exploded, sending a 
cloud of  black smoke 
into the air.

The strong west wind 
carried burning embers 
across to a nearby field, 

starting a grass fire that 
blackened 10 acres and 
spread into a wooded 
area. 

“That was our main 
concern, that the wind 
was so strong it was 
accelerating the burn 
quickly,” said Woolwich 
Township fire chief  Rick 
Pedersen.

Crews from Maryhill, 
St. Jacobs and Cones-
togo stations responded 
to the blaze, and Cam-
bridge was asked to as-
sist with their pumper 

truck. Police closed off  a 
section of  Kossuth Road 
between Chiligo Road 
and Hwy. 24 while tank-
ers carried water to the 
fire.

Firefighters were on 
the scene for about six 
hours and police stayed 
overnight to monitor the 
scene.

The property is owned 
by Santokh Judge, care 
of  Sellter Industries of  
Cambridge. Damage was 
estimated at approxi-
mately $125,000.

DOWN TO The GrOUND Firefighters from three Woolwich stations and Cambridge were called in to tackle a fire that destroyed a Kossuth road barn 
tuesday afternoon. ten horses, three dogs and a pig were killed.
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Suspects enter home, 
leave empty-handed

»lAW & orDer

Oh, baby! 
Our new product arrivals are ideal for your new arrival. Be
inspired by these unique and useful baby essentials (they’re
incredibly cute too).  

Inspiring Accents. Much more
than home decor

3 Arthur Street, Elmira  
519-669-9356
Located at Elmira's downtown corner 

www.inspiringaccents.com

ACCENT FURNITURE  • ARTWORK & PRINTS  • JEWELRY & PURSES  • POTTERY
LAMPE BERGER  • ENTERTAINMENT ESSENTIALS  • GIFTS FROM THE HEART
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March 19 »
3:53 AM | A fire broke out in 
a large shop and drive shed 
in the 7400 area of Line 86 
in Wallenstein. Both struc-
tures and their contents were 
destroyed. It appears the fire 
started at the rear portion of 
one of the shops which housed 
a spray booth for wood furni-
ture. An investigation by the 
Wellesley Fire Department 
pegged the damage in excess 
of $150,000.

March 21  »
4:51 PM | Sometime between 6 
p.m. on Mar. 20 and 4 p.m. on 
Mar. 21, a bright red 1982 Jeep 
CJ with a license plate bear-
ing the marker ATCY169 was 
stolen. The vehicle, which 

About 11:30 p.m. Mar. 24, police received a report 
from some residents in the area of  Floradale Road 
in Woolwich that some unknown suspects shone a 
flashlight inside the complainants’ home. 

It appears that after doing that, the suspects then 
entered the home and left without taking any-
thing. Police scoured the area with negative re-
sults. Police would like to remind residents to lock 
the doors to their homes and vehicles even when 
at home.

featured several aftermarket 
upgrades, including 40-inch 
mudder tires, was stolen from 
a St. Clements residence. Any-
one with relevant information 
is asked to notify Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS or the 
WRPS at 519-570-3000.

6:13 PM | Several youths were 

caught starting a fire beneath 
a wooden railway bridge 
near Hawkesville Road in St. 
Jacobs. Officers issued a num-
ber of tickets for trespassing. 
Police ask property owners to 
report any such incidents of 
trespassing.

Moyer said the home 
care workers insisted 
that the strike action not 
harm their patients.

“We’re not doing the 
job to get rich; it’s some-
thing we believe in, so 
we weren’t going to put 
people at risk,” she said. 
“We were hoping to avoid 
this happening and it’s 
unfortunate that it’s got-
ten to this point.

Many of  the clients 
have a backup plan al-
ready in place, in case of  
snow days, and they’ll be 

able to manage for one 
day. Home care workers 
will continue to assist 
their high needs clients, 
the ones who receive ser-
vice seven days a week.

“There’s been no ques-
tion at all that those are 
the people we still intend 
to service,” Moyer said. 
“There’s no way we’re 
going to jeopardize any 
of  the clients’ health or 
conditions.”

Moyer said they’ve been 
inundated with calls 
from anxious clients, 
wondering if  they’re 

going to strike, but the 
caregivers won’t know 
their region is striking 
until the night before.

“We just keep reassur-
ing them that it’s only 
for one day, if  it ever gets 
to our area.” 

Red Cross workers vot-
ed 88 per cent in favour 
of  a strike last summer. 
After months of  negotia-
tions, talks broke down 
last Sunday night. 

Home care givers are 
not deemed essential 
workers, so they are le-
gally allowed to strike.  
 

Strike: Looking for travel funds
» From page 02

Arising from the ashes
BacK IN OPeraTION just days after a fire de-
stroyed a wood shop west of Wallenstein, a new 
building was standing in its place. Damage from the 
fire on mar. 19 was pegged at $150,000.
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HST would shift tax burden

The broadest measure of unemployment, which includes discouraged workers and 
involuntary part-time workers, among others, rose from 8% in October 2008 to 11.7% 
in February 2009, or almost one in eight Canadian workers.

Progressive Economics Forum

“A value-added tax, by definition, shifts the burden from business to consumers. It’s 
really about who are the winners and who are the losers. We will be the losers.”

Stephen Dupuis, CEO of the Building Industry and Land Development Association.

At a time when governments should be 
lending a hand to its citizens, we’re get-
ting just the opposite. This week’s Ontario 
budget is no exception.

The most controversial issue is a plan to 
harmonize the provincial sales tax with the 
federal GST, a massive tax grab pitched as 
a boon for the beleaguered business sector. 
To be sure, the proposed HST would prove 
convenient while keeping some additional 
dollars in the coffers of  industry. Consum-
ers, on the other hand, will be paying an 
additional eight per cent on a whole raft of  
items currently taxed at the five-per-cent 
GST level.

To soften the blow for the proposed 2010 
introduction of  an HST, the McGuinty gov-
ernment is floating the idea of  sops such 
as a one-time payout of  $1,000 to families

The federal government, which has been 
pushing all of  the remaining provinces – 
Quebec, Newfoundland, New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia are already onside – to 
harmonize the sales taxes, is offering bil-
lions in compensation to make the deal 
more palatable.

The idea is predicated on the savings that 
will come from efficiencies, as businesses 

will see taxes drop and will face a more 
streamlined tax reporting and remittance 
process. There are advantages to that. But 
consumers certainly shouldn’t expect 
to see those savings passed on to us: The 
same promise was made when the GST 
replaced the manufacturers’ sales tax, but 
prices only went up.

Of  course, the biggest hindrance to 
McGuinty’s sales job is the timing. It hasn’t 
escaped anyone’s notice that we’re in a 
recession, and now seems an awfully odd 
time to start talking about the harmoniza-
tion the province has shunned for years.

Not surprisingly, there is no talk of  mak-
ing this change revenue-neutral – both the 
province and the feds will rake in more 
money. If  McGuinty wants to make the 
change, he can start by reducing the PST 
rate to ensure the government collects 
no more in sales taxes than it does today. 
Or adjust income taxes to offset the extra 
costs we’ll all be paying. In either instance, 
a reduction in government spending is in 
order, starting with the elimination the en-
tire department responsible for collecting 
PST, rendered redundant by harmoniza-
tion.

It would seem futile to hope for cuts even 
as the province is pledging tens of  billions 
in stimulus spending, including $27.5 bil-
lion over two years for roads, schools, hos-
pitals and transit –ironically, all involving 
public sector workers, the very place cuts 
must come to balance the budget and to re-
turn fairness to the tax system.

In the big picture, harmonizing the sales 
taxes would be the latest in a string of  
changes to remove taxes from businesses 
and place them on individuals. That was 
the real reason behind the GST, ongoing ad-
justments to property tax rates, free trade 
and the trickle-down rationale behind cuts 
to corporate tax rates, to name a few.

Proponents, the biggest special interest 
group of  all, claim the moves make busi-
nesses more competitive, often citing job 
creation and reduced prices, benefits that 
rarely surface. Critics, on the other hand, 
have documented these tactics as no more 
than a race to the bottom, allowing cor-
porations to flit over borders easily and 
to work the system to minimize already 
shrinking tax levies.

Ontarians certainly deserve better than 
acquiescence to that agenda.
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»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

The record clearly shows the perils of right-wing governments

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

Mayotte decision an indictment of postcolonial Africa
Tomorrow (Sunday), 
the 180,000 people of  
the island of  Mayotte 
will decide whether 
they would like to 
become the 101st de-
partment of  France. 
They live on a tropi-
cal island in the In-
dian Ocean, they are 

almost all Sunni Muslims, and their 
cultural heritage is overwhelmingly 
African and Arab. They could become 
independent just by ticking the right 
box – but they will vote instead to be-
come fully, irrevocably French. Why?

Sure, it’s the money. Per capita in-
come on Mayotte is $2,600, compared 
to $1,142 in the other Comoro islands 
(the other three islands of  the group 
declared independence from France 
in 1975), and even less in Madagascar, 
Mayotte’s giant neighbour on the oth-
er side. But why does being ruled by 
France make Mayotte richer?

There hasn’t been much by the way of  
subsidies from France over the years, 
and even after Mayotte becomes a full-
fledged department the money is not 
going to flood in. The population will 
have to give up local customs like Is-
lamic courts, polygamy and child mar-
riages right away to conform to the 
French legal code, but they will only 
gradually gain access to French social 
benefits over the next 25 years.

Nor has Mayotte a very advanced 
economy. Most of  the population works 

I’ve finally figured 
it out. The provin-
cial government out 
here consists of  in-
competent, blunder-
ing fools with frozen 
smiles and expen-
sive suits.

It’s worse, really, 
because that incom-

petence is combined with thoughtless-
ness, arrogance and hubris – a fatal 
mix. 

Let’s start with the latest. Some local 
merchants are suing the government 
for loss of  business during the time 
when Cambie Street was inaccessible 
because of  construction of  the Canada 
Line. 

Premier Gordon Campbell’s Trans-
portation Minister, Kevin Falcon, 
has hidden (no doubt on orders from 
above) behind legislative immunity, a 
medieval concept designed to keep the 
King from getting at MPs. In this case 
it’s to protect the minister from giving 
evidence about the Canada Line’s hor-
rible impact on so many businesses. 
He would be sworn to tell the truth. 

You can be sure that Campbell made 
this decision out of  fear: fear the 
merchants might get justice, thus 
compensation, because of  the govern-
ment’s heartless blunder. If  it’s a fact 
(as former MLA and finance minister 
Carole Taylor said in her testimony) 
that the government had no power 
over the RAV (Canada Line) construc-
tion, there’s no reason for Falcon to be 
afraid of  testifying. One is entitled to 
infer, then, that Falcon and Campbell 
might have something to hide. 

Falcon is also the man who refused 

to build a tunnel at Horseshoe Bay in-
stead of  ruining a sensitive environ-
mental area.

The Campbell government built 
transmission lines, after refusing to 
adequately bury them, over a neigh-
borhood and a school in Tsawwassen 
then refused to listen to the residents 
who felt that electricity from the wires 
would put their children at risk. Hav-
ing built the lines, Campbell looked at 
the polls in a safe riding and didn’t like 
what he saw. He offered to buy out the 
houses involved, thus implying that 
these transmission lines are indeed po-
tentially dangerous. Then the premier 
offers these potentially dangerous 
houses to other people. The Campbell 
government blundered into public/
private partnerships (P3s) failing to 
understand that rather than spreading 
the risk, it doubled it since the private 
company could go broke while the gov-
ernment couldn’t. Thus the Campbell 
government, in one case, lent the pri-
vate contractor enough money to pay 
back the money they owed the govern-
ment on the P3 deal!

The government – as usual without 
any public input – pledges to spend a 
billion dollars upgrading the Delta-
port facility just as the Panama Ca-
nal is doubling its capacity and the 
Northwest Passage is opening to cargo 
ships.

The Campbell government is build-
ing the South Fraser Perimeter Road, 
thus substantially increasing pollution 
while creating serious environmental 
damage, loss of  farmland and interfer-
ence with the abundant wildlife.

The Campbell government has, since 
2001, deliberately refused to under-

stand the fish farms issue and the re-
sultant devastation afflicted by sea lice 
on migrating Pacific salmon smolts. 
Even though it had all the independent 
scientific evidence of  this massacre of  
hundreds of  thousands of  Pacific salm-
on in hand, the Campbell government 
ignored this evidence rather than lose 
the monetary support of  fish farmers 
who almost exclusively come from out 
of  province. Campbell even ignored 
the commission of  his own choosing, 
chaired by former House of  Commons 
speaker John Fraser, which confirmed 
this danger. Campbell’s reaction was to 
expand this destructive industry.

Then Campbell passed the “Gag Law,” 
which restricts the right to free speech 
during this election in order to stop 
people like me from taking a full part 
in the election campaign. 

Scott Simpson, in an article in the 
Vancouver Sun, tells us that under 
Gordon Campbell’s energy policy, BC 
Hydro will be forced to buy energy 
from private producers, under sweet-
heart contracts, at $120 megawatts per 
hour for which they will receive $60 in 
the market. This is something Dr. John 
Calvert stated in his book Liquid Gold 
published 15 months ago. Logically this 
will bankrupt BC Hydro so that Camp-
bell, if  we re-elect him, urged on by the 
neo-cons like the Fraser Institute, can 
get rid of  it as he did with BC Rail. 

That’s not all of  course. And perhaps 
this is the most damaging and puz-
zling: 

The private power companies can 
only produce energy during the spring 
run-off  at a time BC Hydro has full 
to overflowing reservoirs and doesn’t 
need power. When the reservoirs are 

lowest, the private powers can’t deliver 
a single watt! 

This means that the private power 
created will go primarily to the United 
States, and bring NAFTA into play. The 
program also means that profits on 
power will no longer be paid to our gov-
ernment for schools and hospitals but 
to shareholders in large corporations.

When the Squamish-Lillooet Regional 
District voted eight to one against the 
Ashlu River private power zoning re-
quest, the autocratic Campbell govern-
ment passed Bill 30, thus retroactively 
voiding the district decision while at 
the same time taking away the rights 
of  all regional districts, villages, towns 
and cities to zone for similar enterpris-
es.

Moreover, B.C. doesn’t need the pow-
er. The National Energy Board, which 
deals with energy export, tells us that 
we’ve been net exporters of  energy for 
eight of  the last 11 years.) 

This is all madness, you may well be 
thinking. No leader can be so stupid! 
Yes, one can be.

Ah yes, I believe that now I have 
the correct image. There’s our Gord, 
shaking hands with and in awe of  the 
captains of  large American industry 
(those not in jail or about to be), listen-
ing enraptured to the heroes of  the far 
right, gazing, with the glazed eyes of  
Little Orphan Annie in the presence of  
Daddy Warbucks, overwhelmed when 
he meets Arnold Schwarzenegger, un-
able to believe his luck at having all 
these icons actually talking to and flat-
tering little old him. 

It would seem that his heroes of  the 
right give our premier the vapors. I’ll 
be damned if  he isn’t star struck. 

in agriculture, and there’s no big ex-
port crop. Somehow or other, just mak-
ing sure that all the kids are in school, 
and that everybody has enough to eat, 
and that there is a reasonable degree 
of  public security and official honesty, 
produces a much better economic out-
come. Is that enough to make a large 
majority of  them decide to be French? 
Apparently so.

This is not about how wonderful 
France is. It’s about how awful Africa 
is for most of  the people who live there. 
So awful that most other people in 
the continent would, like the citizens 
of  Mayotte, vote to be French if  they 
were given the choice. Or Hungarian 
or South Korean, for that matter.

You’re not supposed to say this, but 
it’s the most obvious thing about Af-
rica. There are oases of  hope here and 
there – most other Africans would also 
vote to join South Africa, for example 
– but most countries in the continent 
are broken. Consider what the people 
of  Mayotte see when they look at their 
neighbours.

South of  them is Madagascar, where 
the latest coup took place just last 
week. It has been lucky as African 
countries go: no civil wars, and none 
of  its dictators were monsters. But are 
its people any better off  economically 
than they were when Madagascar got 
its independence from France 49 years 
ago? Not much.

Madagascar’s economy has grown 
since independence, but average in-

come barely kept up with population 
growth for the first forty years.  There 
was then a twenty percent rise in aver-
age income over the past decade, but 
the present and prospective political 
upheavals will probably cancel that 
out. As for democracy, it comes and it 
goes, but mostly it’s gone.

Mayotte’s other neighbour, the Union 
of  the Comoros, has had twenty mili-
tary coups in its 34 years of  indepen-
dence, some of  them carried out by 
foreign mercenaries (mostly French) 
who were hired by the various local ri-
vals for power. Two of  the three islands 
even seceded in 1997 in an attempt to 
put themselves back under French 
rule, but France refused to take them 
on and the revolts were bloodily sup-
pressed.  Population growth is high, 
and per capita income has been falling 
for decades.

On the whole, you would not choose to 
be born in the Union of  the Comoros. 
Indeed, almost one-third of  Mayotte’s 
population is made up of  people from 
the other islands who have moved 
there to place themselves back under 
colonial oppression.

So now Mayotte will become an in-
tegral part of  France, and in another 
generation or two it’s likely that most 
people there will speak nothing but 
French. (Only slightly over one-third 
of  the parents of  school-age children 
are fluent in French, but almost all of  
the 10 to 14-year-olds are.) Living stan-
dards on Mayotte will probably never 

match those of  metropolitan France, 
but they will draw further and further 
ahead of  the rest of  the neighbour-
hood.

Becoming an overseas department 
of  France is not a “happy ever after” 
ending. Martinique and Guadeloupe 
in the Caribbean and Reunion in the 
Indian Ocean, other islands with the 
same status that Mayotte seeks, have 
all seen major social unrest in recent 
months, mainly because of  the huge 
income differences between local 
white minorities and the rest of  the 
population. But most Africans would 
still choose these problems over those 
that they have now.

There will be a great outburst of  in-
dignation and much anti-imperialist 
bluster by the representatives of  Af-
rica’s ruling elites after Mayotte’s 
voters make their choice. But not one 
of  those privileged people would be 
willing to live as an ordinary citizen 
of  the Union of  the Comoros, which 
is the only practical alternative avail-
able to the residents of  Mayotte. And 
most of  their own fellow-citizens at 
home would make the same choice as 
the voters of  Mayotte if  it were offered 
to them.

You can discuss it and analyze it as 
much as you like. You can hypoth-
esize causes and postulate solutions. 
But half  a century after the first great 
wave of  decolonization gave most Afri-
cans back their independence, this is 
the bitter truth about the continent.
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»OBSERVER Q&A

‘Getting people back to work.” 

Bob Moseley »

“I would have to say growth, 
industrial.”

Samantha Stewart » Marlene Wagler »Louise Stroh »

“Paying bills.”

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

“Roads.”

With stimulus spending in the budget, what’s the priority?
»LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WITH THE ECONOMY IN A REAL STATE, EVERYONE NOW APPEARS 
TO BE WORKING FROM THE SAME PLAYBOOK.

To the Editor,
Barry Bonds and Alex 

Rodriguez are only 
two of  many guys and 
gals sacrificed at the 
altar of  hypocrisy and 
greed.

Firmly planted in the 
realm of  the tell-me-
something-I-didn’t-al-
ready-know is steroid 
use, something akin to 
the notion that hockey 
is still a sport driven by 
gamesmanship rather 
than, you guessed it, 
hypocrisy and greed.

We look back in horror 
at the Roman coliseum 
where innocents were 
thrown to the lions 
and gladiators, failing 
to see the swords have 
become sticks, gladia-
tors goons and the rea-
son behind it all money 
rather than ghoulish 
delight.

The players are vic-
tims of  big business 
out to make a profit at 
practically any cost, 
where the goal is net 
proceeds. Icing a de-
cent product is a must, 
unless you own the 
Leafs, a lock on happy 
turnstiles despite dis-
mal performance.

How can we blame the 
players for wanting an 
edge when millions are 
at stake? Alex makes in 
one game what it takes 
us, the fans, a year or 
several years to make, 
so foolish have these 
salaries become. Blame 

To the Editor,
I read with interest the 

editorial “Opportunity 
knocks for the Elmira 
BIA” (Observer, Mar. 
21/09).

You wrote, “The op-
portunity exists to stir 
itself  out of  its long 
reverie.”

I had to look up the 
meaning of  reverie, 
which means “absent-
minded daydream.”

As a longtime mer-
chant in Elmira and 
former president of  the 
BIA, I respectfully dis-
agree with that state-
ment.  I found my fel-
low business people to 
be hard workers with 
progressive ideas who 
really tried to compete 
with big business just 
a few kilometres down 
the road.

You mention “tack-
ling the larger issues, 
the ones that continue 
to plague downtown 
Elmira.” Can you name 

the enforcer for hack-
ing at the opposition 
when his glaring lack 
of  talent is the sole rea-
son he suits up? Blame 
the sprinter who be-
comes a doper to shave 
milliseconds from his 
time when records 
mean sponsorships and 
much dough? Rather, 
blame the fans for fork-
ing out the bucks to 
make the insanity pos-
sible.

So-called sport has be-
come an obsession, ad-
diction and a religion, 
so bored is the rank 
and file with the hum-
drum life of  9 to 5. We 
plunk down over a hun-
dred to be nearer our 
gods. Churches called 
stadiums and arenas 
spring up to house ser-
vices, while prophets 
like Don Cherry preach 
the word: who’s on the 
chopping block or like-
ly to be shipped off  to 
another sanctuary.

Don’t count on the 
recession to provide a 
reality check for those 
so afflicted: the sale 
of  booze has skyrock-
eted, shelters for the 
abused are bursting at 
the seams, and church 
attendance has never 
been better, while pews 
empty.

Sports has become the 
opiate of  the people.

Jim Newton
New Dundee

these larger issues? We 
cannot hope to have the 
same business found 
in the big cities, but I 
think Elmira does have 
a very vibrant business 
area downtown. In Elm-
ira you can go to the 
doctors, lawyers, den-
tists, banks, post office, 
and shop and eat, etc., 
all within walking dis-
tance of  each other. Try 
to do that in the city.

You mention the Sted-
dick; I would like to 
see you dig into this 
property to find out 
the issues; I think you 
are unaware why that 
building is just sitting 
there.

You state “A few more 
dollars could fund, 
for instance, a façade-
improvement program 
to help spruce up the 
downtown.”

Façade means “The 
face of  a building, es-
pecially the principal 
face.”

I would like to know 
how a few more dollars 
would change the fa-
çade of  privately owned 
buildings: Do you think 
you can draw up a plan, 
present it to each prop-
erty owner and con-
vince them to conform 
to a master plan? In 
many cases their façade 
has been redone in the 
last few years, and they 
are quite happy the way 
it is. Personally I find 
the present façades with 
few exceptions quite in-
teresting. Some of  us 
tire of  the monotony of  
a shopping mall.

You go on to say, “More 
helpful, however, would 
be the development of  a 
cohesive vision for the 
core.”

You are an independent 
newspaper and it would 
benefit your customers 
if  you stayed open un-
til 8 or 9 at night, but 
I doubt you would go 
along with this, simply 

because it is not eco-
nomically feasible.

Many core business-
es are already open 
late hours and Sunday 
(Home Hardware, Shop-
pers Drug Mart, Bar-
gain Shop) and these 
businesses compete 
head on with the big box 
stores. I think the core 
merchants are compet-
ing quite well.

There are some dis-
tinct businesses in 
Elmira which you are 
hard pressed to find in 
the city, let alone with-
in walking distance in 
the city, e.g. Kitchen 
Cuttings, Spilek Weiss 
Electric, Brubacher 
Shoes, Elmira Photo , 
Elmira Donuts and Deli, 
Browns Menswear, two 
auto suppliers and oth-
ers.

I quote again, “At-
tractive, unique and 
p e d e s t r i a n - f r i e n d l y 
streetscapes, including 
trees, green spaces, flow-

ers, benches and trails 
and amenities such as 
restaurants are what 
residents want from 
their downtowns.”

Downtown already 
has these although 
I can’t think of  any 
trails downtown, un-
less sidewalks might 
be considered trails. 
You apparently are not 
considering the Lions 
Trail right beside your 
business on the edge of  
the business core as an 
attraction.

I know people from 
Bloomingdale who 
come to Elmira to shop 
and use that trail.

I would be interested 
in knowing, as you say, 
what “changes the pub-
lic demand”?

To wind down this let-
ter, I will quote the fa-
mous expression “Far-
away pastures look 
greener.” If  you love 
Elmira’s downtown, 
tell your businesses; I 

think they will appreci-
ate your compliments 
and try harder.  Keep in 
mind that if  you don’t 
use them, you may lose 
them and then you will 
have no choice but to 
drive into the city.

I have always consid-
ered Elmira’s core area 
to be a good place to do 
business in.

My wife and I now live 
in Tobermory. She still 
wanted to work and has 
opened a small Sted-
mans store here. This is 
a small village that only 
has a food store, hard-
ware store and Sted-
mans open year around.  
The nearest big box is 
one and a half  hours 
away.  People up here 
call us “Tobermory 
Mall.” We love it.

We still visit Elmira 
and marvel at the chang-
es in so short a time.

Ron Beard
Tobermory

Downtown Elmira has 
many unique offerings

We’re to blame for the 
mess that is sports
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FIELDSTAR
GLEANER
SUNFLOWER
HESSTON
WHITE

RR1, Alma, ON N0B 1A0
519.638.3317
800.430.5057

Fax: 519.638.3319
www.shantzfarmequip.com

sales@shantzfarmequip.com

FARM EQUIPMENT LTD.

For more information, or to test drive a KIOTI tractor, please contact:

3691 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley | 800.827.2153 | gamachinery.com

Welcome Mark Rudy, Sales Representative 
for Drayton and surrounding areas. We look 

forward to seeing you at the
Drayton Farm Show.

519.573.7466 | mark@gamachinery.com

Welcome Mark Rudy, Sales Representative 
for Drayton and surrounding areas. We look 

519.573.7466 | mark@gamachinery.com

S D.

The Best Thing To Happen To
Hobby

Farming

For more information, or to test drive a For more information, or to test drive a For more information, or to test drive a For more information, or to test drive a KIOTIKIOTIKIOTI tractor, please contact: tractor, please contact: tractor, please contact: tractor, please contact: tractor, please contact: tractor, please contact: tractor, please contact:KIOTI tractor, please contact:KIOTI

With all the chores around the farm, it’s good to know there’s a 
KIOTI tractor to get them done.
KIOTI offers hard-working models from 22-90 horsepower with 
all the bells and whistles that will make your job easy: 
Hydrostatic transmissions. Heavy-duty three-point hitches, Rear 
PTO with optional Mid PTO. Ag tires. A wide range of 
implements. Plus a comfortable seat, seat belts, rollover 
protection and a 4-Year, Full-Fleet Warranty to back it all up.

MACHINERY
P A R T S ,  S A L E S  &  S E R V I C E

Conestogo  |  519-664-2237 Toll Free: 1-800-268-4931

Mount Forest  |  519-323-1880 Toll Free: 1-800-265-2203

A Complete Line of Quality Feeds for Dairy,
Beef, Swine, Poultry and Horses. 

Tavistock  |  519-655-3777

MOUNT FOREST ELEVATORS LTD.

SALES- SERVICE - INSTALLATION - COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL
7022 Road 129, Newton, ON   Tel: 519.595.2359

Emergency Service: 519.501.4002

INC.

Come see us at the 
Drayton Farm Show

7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
519-638-2746 • Fax: 519-638-3730

WE CAN HELP WITH YOUR 
STEEL FABRICATING NEEDS! 

Call Us for a Free Quotation

• Shearing
• CNC Punching
• Forming
• Welding

• Sheetmetal
• Mild Steel
• Stainless Steel
• Galvanized

• Copper
•1/4” to 30 ga.
• Tubing, Pipe
  & Structurals

519-638-2836   Tri Mech Inc.

Condensing High Efficiency
Stainless Steel Wall Mounted Gas Boiler

> 96% Efficiency
     (low temperature applications)

> Fully Modulating
> Digital Display
> Direct Vent with Standard
    Schedule 40 PVC
> Minimal Space Requirements
> Natural Gas or Propane
> Low NOx
> Higher Water Volume
    than Competetive Units
> Low Pressure Drop
> Quiet Operation

> 96% Efficiency
     (low temperature applications)

> Fully Modulating
> Digital Display
> Direct Vent with Standard
    Schedule 40 PVC
> Minimal Space
> Natural Gas or Propane
> Low NOx
> Higher Water Volume
    than Competetive Units
> Low Pressure Drop
> Quiet Operation

Natural Gas & Propane
Pipe Installation

Boilers & In-floor
Heating

     (low temperature applications)

Fully Modulating

Direct Vent with Standard
    Schedule 40 PVC

Requirements
Natural Gas or Propane

PRESSURE WASHERS
Gas Powered Washers

Electric
Power

Washers
> 1000 psi & up
> Models from 2 gpm & up

> From 5 ½ hp
> 3 gpm & up
> 1000 psi & up

LOTS OF
MODELS TO
CHOOSE
FROM

519-638-2836   Tri Mech Inc.

ElectricElectric
Power

Washers
> 1000 psi & up
> Models from 2 gpm & up

> From 5 ½ hpFrom 5 ½ hp
> 3 gpm & up3 gpm & up
> 1000 psi & up1000 psi & up

LOTS OF
MODELS TO
CHOOSE
FROM

APRIL 1ST & 2ND | 11:00AM - 10:00PM



THE OBSERVER  |  Saturday, March 28, 200914 | DRAYTON FARM SHOW   Saturday, March 28, 2009

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

SPECIALIZING IN:

MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE LTD.

(Established 1968)

WE OFFER:

For that personal touch, pride in workmanship, most
efficient, effective & economical drainage systems

call the professionals for a free estimate.

RR 3 Palmerston, ON
OFFICE 519-343-3233
HOME   519-338-2373

Steve Cronsberry (owner)

Ken Kinzie
President

Water Treatment Specialist

33 Manitou Drive
Kitchener, ON N2C 1K9

519-743-9800 • Toll Free: 1-866-743-9800

www.5starwatersolutions.ca

7293 Line 86 Wallenstein ON | Phone 519-669-5176
esm@esmfarmequipment.com | www.esmfarmequipment.com“Celebrating 70 Years of Service”

A CUT ABOVE THE RESTA CUT ABOVE THE RESTA CUT ABOVE THE REST

MOWING YOUR LAWN
NEVER FELT SO GOOD

A CUT ABOVE THE REST

APRIL
1st & 2nd

With 4 models ranging from 19 to 25 hp and mowing widths of 42” to 52”, you’ll find a New Holland
zero-turn-radius mower that suits your exact needs.

All models have a 7-mph speed that lets you zip through mowing jobs large or small. 

8016 Wellington County Road 7, Moorefield, ON
519-638-894 1-800-283-9228

R.R. #2, Drayton, Ontario | N0G 1P0

CLEAN FIELD SERVICES INC.

Tel. 519-638-3457 | Fax. 519-638-8966 | Cell. 519-498-3306

Nutrient Management Plans 
Seed-Fertilizer-Custom Spraying

Wallenstein  519-669-1440

Quality Drainage Systems

A family tradition since 1921

APRIL 1ST & 2ND | 11:00AM - 10:00PM
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MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

The slowing housing market 
looks to have spread to the 
Elmira area – but that is no 
reason to panic, say officials.

Municipal statistics show 
that while the housing boom 
has significantly waned, it 
hasn’t gone bust. 

After a period of  some 
five years where the hous-
ing market in the Woolwich 
area soared, these days fewer 
building permits are being is-
sued: the number of  permits 
issued in January and Febru-
ary of  this year (50) is down 
significantly from the same 
period last year (63). Across 
the country, the real estate 
market began cooling off  in 
the second half  of  2008 and 
experts strongly suggest that 
the trend will continue over, 
at least, the next six months 
as a recession runs its course 
through 2009 and starts to sta-
bilize towards 2010.

But what is clear is that the 
housing fiasco south of  the 
border will not spill over into 
Canada.

“There is some weakening 
but it’s still nowhere near the 
U.S. situation, not even ap-
proximately,” explained Larry 
Smith, an economics professor 
at the University of  Waterloo. 
The chance of  that happening 
in Canada is slim given the 
present circumstances here, 
said Smith, primarily the dif-

»BUILDING A FUTURE
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See BUILDING »18

April 1, 2009

Come Celebrate 
Our 

100th 
Anniversary 

5201 Ament Line, Linwood, 519.698.2001

Come Read With Me!
An evening family storytime 

recommended for parents/caregivers 
and children 3 to 7 years old

Bloomingdale Branch
Tuesdays

6:45 to 7:30pm
March 31 to May 19, 2009

519-745-3151

Linwood Branch
Thursdays

6:45 to 7:30pm
April 2 to May 21, 2009

519-698-2700

Drop in! It’s free!
Read, play games, and learn
about literacy in fun ways!

presents:

w w w . t h e c a r p e t s t o r e i n c . c o m

1170 Victoria St. N. Kitchener
(across from Harvey’s next

to Pioneer Pools bldg.)

519743-6905

NO $1350
*

PAYMENT
INTEREST

IN TAX
CREDITS

‘TIL SUMMER 2009 O.A.C.

M-T 9-6; W 9-8; Th-F 9-9; 
Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4

&
UP TO

*Home renovation tax credit. Call for details.

8mm 
LAMINATE

99¢From 
Only

Hardwood
From Only 
$1.99Sq.

Ft.
Sq.
Ft.

W E  C A R R Y  M O S T  M A J O R  B R A N D S

IN-STOCK
SAVINGS

YOU WON’T
 BELIEVE

Home of
the $10

Area Rug
Approx. 4’x6’ Tax Incl

IN-STOCK
SAVINGS

YOU WON’T
 BELIEVE

STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION Peter VanderBeek, Woolwich Township’s chief building official, notes the value of new construction for 2009 is up over last year, although 
the overall number of permits issued is down.

Local housing and construction starts holding for 2009
Unlike the U.S. market, there’s little reason to panic about development in this area

ference between the number 
of  risky mortgages doled out 
in the U.S. and north of  the 
border.

“To see acute widespread 
distress – it is not present in 
the marketplace, and it’s hard 
to see the circumstances that 
would create that. Now, there 
could be some further weak-
ening as the recession takes 
hold.”

While the recession will no 
doubt lead to a weakening of  
the local housing market as 
people exercise more caution, 
and wait to buy or renovate, 
the current slowdown is just 
that, even in Woolwich.

“I think everybody’s just go-
ing to wait and see what’s go-
ing to happen with the econo-
my; people seem to be hanging 
on to their money a little bit 

more this year,” said Wool-
wich’s chief  building official, 
Peter VanderBeek.

The same is apparent in 
Wellesley, where permit ap-
plications are down about 40 
per cent over what they were 
two years ago and new house 
permits are down about 60 
per cent, said VanderBeek’s 
Wellesley counterpart, Rik 
Louwagie. 

That said, building permits 
related to the industrial and 
especially agricultural sec-
tors will buoy the townships 
as they deal with a slowdown 
in the residential housing 
market.

“I think the fact that we have 
such a strong Mennonite pop-
ulation really helps our econ-
omy here, because they’re not 
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»FOOD FOR THOUGHT | OWEN ROBERTS

Here’s the scoop on the new ice cream season 

Community Care Concepts Presents:

7:00pm - 9:00pm
Woodside Bible Fellowship

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira

Tickets are available by contacting 
(519) 669-3023 or (519) 749-0784

Tickets will be available for purchase at the church the night of the concert.

Tickets: 
$10 for Adults, $20 for Families

Children get in FREE
Tickets can be purchased
at our office located at:
28A South St. W.,

 Elmira

Ontario’s Proposed
Green Energy Act

JOIN THE GREEN ENERGY MOVEMENT
To �nd out more about how you can help the Ontario Liberal Party move our 
province to a greener and more prosperous future, please visit our website at: 

Contact us at info@OntarioGreenEnergyAct.ca

province to a greener and more prosperous future, please visit our website at:

www.OntarioGreenEnergyAct.ca

Paid for by the Toronto Centre Provincial Liberal Association

George Smitherman 
MPP, Toronto Centre

Dalton McGuinty 
Premier of Ontario / Leader of  
the Ontario Liberal Party

Expanding Renewable Energy: Accelerating development of 
clean, renewable sources of energy, such as wind, solar, hydro, 
biomass, biogas and geothermal. 

Creating a Conservation Culture: Giving consumers more tools 
to conserve energy. The most valuable kilowatt of electricity is the 
one we don’t use.

Expanding a Green Economy: Making Ontario a green economy 
leader. New green collar jobs will benefit First Nations, rural and 
urban communities.

Leeanna Pendergast 
MPP, Kitchener-Conestoga

It’s not quite ice 
cream weather yet 
for consumers, but 
it is for processors 
and manufacturers. 
They consider April 
the optimal month 
for launching new 
ice cream products. 
It gives marketing 

campaigns time to dig in and generate 
buzz before the hot weather arrives 
and people start making choices.

Health wise, some choices are brutal. 
They’re either really high in fat, or re-
ally, really, really high in fat, thanks in 
part to palm oil. It’s a highly saturated 
fat, found in some ice cream and, espe-
cially, frozen desserts, standing in for 
milk. 

The world is awash in palm oil. It 
became a cheap alternative when con-
sumers started demanding no trans 
fats in their food. But instead of  trans 
fats, consumers got high fat—refi ned, 
bleached, deodorized palm oil. That’s 
its offi cial name. In the trade, it’s even 
known popularly by its acronym RB-
DPO. Yuck.

Canada’s dairy industry is pushing 
back with the 100 per cent Canadian 
Milk campaign. It wants to bring 
the palm oil tsunami onto the radar 
screens of  Canadians, and make im-
ported palm oil a food security issue, 
as well as a matter of  health. The 
sector got a boost last summer when 
90 per cent of  1,500 respondents in a 
Dairy Farmers of  Ontario-sponsored 
poll said it was important that their 

ice cream be made with real milk, not 
with the likes of  palm oil. 

Some Canadian companies have 
avoided palm oil. For example, Chap-
man’s of  Markdale, one of  rural On-
tario’s best success stories, boasts 
about bearing the 100 per cent Cana-
dian Milk designation. It thinks Cana-
dians will chose products made with 
domestic milk over imported palm oil, 
if  given the chance, quality and prod-
uct selection.

Here’s an emerging success story that 
illustrates that same line of  thinking. 

Back on a hot summer evening in 
2005, health enthusiasts Chris Dela-
ney and Amanda House of  Burlington 
were craving a cool, low-fat protein 
fortifi ed treat. On a hunch, in their 
kitchen they mixed (and mixed, and 
mixed) some chocolate protein powder 
with vanilla frozen yogurt.

When they fi nally got the consistency 
they wanted and tasted it, they had 
the kind of  eureka moment inventors 
dream of. To them, yogurt and pro-
tein together was YoPRO. Before long 
they were glued to their computer, re-
searching how to develop and launch a 
food product.

Their quest led them to the Guelph 
Food Technology Centre. They worked 
with GFTC for over a year and a half, 
where they engaged in a six-month 
feasibility study involving the centre’s 
staff  and University of  Guelph ice 
cream processing experts. Through 
this team effort, they fi gured out a 
commercial-scale recipe for a 100 per 
cent natural protein fortifi ed product. 

A manufacturer in Stoney Creek was 
brought on to develop their interna-
tional patent-pending line, and they 
were on their way.

Last year YoPRO was picked up by the 
Loblaw’s chain. Starting this spring, it 
will be offered in all of  their stores in 
Ontario and Quebec. Earlier this year, 
it won a Canadian LIVERight Award 
for “best kid-friendly product.” And 
now, with the assistance of  BioEnter-
prise Corporation in Guelph, YoPRO 
is entering next month’s ice cream 
season with a new caramel-ribboned 

and chocolate frozen yogurt bars—
with 8 grams of  protein and a scant 
1.5 grams of  fat.  Plans call for expan-
sion into eastern and western Canada 
next year, followed by the USA in 2011, 
again with BioEnterprise’s help. 

John Wilkinson, Ontario’s Minister 
of  Research and Innovation, says in-
novation “is all about talented people 
with good ideas that have the potential 
to seize global market opportunities.”

Check the frozen food aisle. Indeed, 
innovative products are starting to fi ll 
the freezers.

nearly affected the same 
way by the automotive 
sector and such as some 
of  the other taxpayers 
are. That part of  the con-
struction always keeps 
going. They’ve always 
got some projects on the 
go, so, that’s where we 
may be showing a little 
stronger than some of  
the urban centres,” said 
Louwagie.

In Woolwich the num-
ber of  commercial proj-
ects on tap for 2009 is 
also telling. Whereas 
construction values in 
2008 reached $5,704,000 at 
the end of  February, this 
year, the dollar value for 
the same time frame has 
climbed to $7,898, 200.

The cause of  this, says 
VanderBeek, is the type 
of  construction projects 

Building: Reason for optimism
on the books for this 
year.

“For dollar value con-
struction value we’re 
actually up a couple mil-
lion dollars,” he said.

“The number of  per-
mits doesn’t really accu-
rately affect the amount 
of  work that has to be 
done for every permit: 
you could have 10 per-
mits for decks and you’re 
out in a few minutes, but 
you’ve got a couple big 
projects that we’re re-
viewing now.”

Among the big-ticket 
items in line for next 
year are: the construc-
tion of  a new public 
school in Floradale (the 
school board expects 
to go to tender soon); 
a Canadian Tire store 
on Arthur Street; and a 
Holiday Inn hotel at the 

Farmer’s Market in St. 
Jacobs.

In light of  hard eco-
nomic times rife with 
media hype, Smith un-
derscored the impor-
tance of  focusing on lo-
cal realities.

“There’s too many peo-
ple who fi gure incorrect-
ly that what happens in 
America fi rst happens in 
Canada later to greater 
degree – if  America gets 
a cold we get a pneumo-
nia – but truth  is it’s the 
other way around. The 
last thing we need is Ca-
nadians unnecessarily 
anxious or making un-
wise decisions,” he said, 
noting that “the gloom-
sters are out in full 
shriek” much like they 
were during other eco-
nomic recessions like 
that of  the early ‘80s.

» From page 15
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BOX 218, 45 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH. ELMIRA, ONTARIO N3B 2Z6

Elmira insurancE 
BrOKErs limiTED

Office: 519-669-5484
Fax: 519-669-2510

Let Our Team Serve You! 
W.Lichty ~ M. King ~ L.Clemens 
B.Martin ~ R.Norris ~ K.Mullen

Our Policy - Your Protection - Since 1927

35 Earl Martin Dr., Elmira • 519-669-2707

www.woolwich.ca • 519-669-1647

We encourage
everyone to

enjoy the
services offered

by Woolwich
Healthy

Communities

dwitmer@witmercac.com
519-669-0003

DENISE WITMER 
20A Arthur St. N., Unit #1 

TAX PREPARATION
FOR INDIVIDUALS 
AND SMALL BUSINESS

20 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-5040

3131 King St. E. Kitchener • 519-748-9668

www.agts.ca • 519-884-1211

Your Earth Source Specialist

3121 King St. E. Kitchener • 519-748-9666

519-669-5101 • 519-638-5767

W o o d s,
 C l e m e n s 

& Fletcher

L a w  O f f i c e
9 Memorial Ave.

Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6
Telephone: 

12 Wellington St. N.
Drayton, Ontario N0G 1P0

Telephone: 

www.GreenAndCleanDirect.com

MARTIN’S
PHARMACY

10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs • 519-664-3785

MARTIN’S
PHARMACY

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com

“Proud to be part of the community.”

WOOLWICH
HEALTHY
COMMUNITIES

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES MONTH
EVENT CALENDAR

BRESLAU HIKE
Sunday, April 5, 2:00 p.m.
Join Loretta & Lisa to discover the two 
newest trails in Breslau: the Hopewell Trail 
and the Riverland Trail.

ENJOY A TASTE OF WOOLWICH: 
THE 10 MILE DIET
Monday, April 6, 5:00–8:00 pm
Come meet local farmers and join us for 
an evening of chef demonstrations, food 
samples from local restaurants and fun 
family activities, St. Jacobs Community 
Centre, 29 Parkside Dr. Free admission.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TOUR
Saturday, April 18, 1:00-4:00 pm
• Solar Energy: Tour Paul Parker’s solar 
powered home at 112 Grandview Drive, 
Conestogo. 
• Strawbale Home: Visit Paul Psutka’s 
strawbale, geothermal home, 10 Chalm-
ers, Winterbourne. Ride the YMCA Veggie 
bus. Free shuttle buses leave for the tour 
approximately every half hour, from the
St. Jacobs Arena, 29 Parkside Dr.,                       
St. Jacobs. Free.

GREEN TECHNOLOGY FAIR: 
GREEN LIVING ON A BUDGET
Saturday, April 18, 11:00 am–5:00 pm
Learn about grants and simple ways to re-
duce your energy and water use. Talk with 
solar, geothermal, and other green energy 
providers, buy green products, learn about 
home energy audits, carsharing, landscap-
ing and much more! St. Jacobs Arena, 29 
Parkside Dr. Free.

BIRDING HIKE ON THE HEALTH VALLEY 
TRAIL
Sunday, April 19, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Join Mark Bauman for birding and hiking 
on the HVT in St. Jacobs.

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTRE
20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Wednesday, April 22, 11:30 am - 1:15 pm
Dr. Ken Shonk, “Gest for the Health of It.”
Admission and lunch free. Space is limit-
ed. Registration is required. Call 519-664-
3794 ext. 237. Calvary United Church, 48 
Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs.

ST. JACOBS SCHOOL HIKE
Friday, April 24, 11:30 am.-1:00 pm.
Yellow Fish Storm Drain Painting by Elmira 
Girl Guides, Saturday, April 25.

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP DAY
Saturday, April 25, 8:30 am-12:00 pm.
Join with others in Woolwich to help beau-
tify your community. Call Ann for details at 
519-669-6027 or 519-664-2613 x 6027 or     
e-mail aroberts@woolwich.ca.

MOVIE NIGHT
Saturday, April 25, 7:30 p.m.
Trinity United Church, 21 Arthur St. N., 
Elmira. Watch the movie Flow and join us 
for refreshments and a discussion about 
how to protect our water.

CANOE THE GRAND
Sunday, April 26, 2:00–4:00 pm
Enjoy the Conestogo and Grand Rivers on 
this canoe or kayak ride from St. Jacobs to 
Kaufmans Flats. Bring your own canoes/
kayaks and safety equipment. Contact 
Clint at 519-664-2661 or 
clintrohr@auracom.ca 
by April 21st to register.

CLEAN WATERWAYS-TREE PLANTING
Help protect Woolwich’s creeks and rivers. 
851 Sandy Hills Road, Floradale. Contact 
Barb at 519-669-3961.

Tuesday, April 28, 9:00 am–3:30 pm
Wednesday, April 29, 9:00 am-noon
Friday, May 1, 5:00-7:00 pm.

TWEEC - TREE PLANTING
Saturday, May 2, 8:30 a.m. - noon
Call Ann at 519-669-6027 or
519-664-2613x 6027.

A TASTE OF WOOLWICH
MONDAY, APRIL 6, 5-8PM

St. Jacobs Community Centre, 29 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs
Free admission. Donations at the door welcome.

Forget the 100 Mile Diet—with the abundance of locally grown food, 
we can eat a 10 mile diet in Waterloo
Region 365 days a year. Much of our food can be grown right here in 
Woolwich Township and some is
available throughout the year. Learn how to best support this new 
trend when you come to our 3rd annual food
festivity, “A Taste of Woolwich”.
• Learn where you can buy locally grown food throughout the year
• Purchase products from local farmers
• Relish tasty samples from local chefs and restaurants compliments  
   of Chef Dierre, Chef Brendan, Crossroads Restaurant and the Stone 
   Crock.
• Enjoy cooking demonstrations and take home nutritious recipes
• Have fi reside chats with local “food” entrepreneurs: Christine        
   Aberle, Linda Stevanus, Kevin Stemmler, and Nelson Wideman.
• Take part in fun kids’ activities
• Hear Giselle Sanderson sing her original buy local song.

GREEN TECHNOLOGY FAIR: 
GREEN LIVING ON A BUDGET
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 11 AM – 5 PM

St. Jacobs Arena, 29 Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs
Free admission

What grants are available to make your home or business more energy    
effi cient? What’s new in home insulation? Would it make sense to use 
solar power to heat water in your home?
Drop off your e-waste free of charge courtesy of Greentec!
See list of e-waste acceptable items at www.healthywoolwich.org.
Learn all you need to know at the Green Technology Fair!
• Discover the energy-saving improvements you can make on a modest    
   budget.
• Talk with local consultants and providers of solar, geothermal, and other  
   green technologies.
• Buy green products.
• See the latest in green cars.
• Learn about home and business energy audits, carsharing, water conser 
   vation, landscaping and much more. 
Bring your old bikes for recycling to support The Working Centre.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY TOUR
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1 – 4 PM

Here’s your chance to see solar and geothermal energy at work and to 
visit a strawbale home right here in Woolwich! Get your questions an-
swered about cost and effi ciency by the home owners and installers.
• Solar Energy - Tour Paul Parker’s solar powered home at 112 Grandview
   Drive, Conestogo
• Strawbale and geothermal home – Visit Paul Psutka’s strawbale home   
   with geothermal energy at 10 Chalmers, Winterbourne
Ride the YMCA Veggie bus! Free shuttle buses leave St. Jacobs Arena,     
29 Parkside Drive, about every 1/2 hour for the tour. 

To get to St. Jacobs try the new GRT bus service! Visit www.grt.ca.
VOLUNTEERS?

Call Joy at 519-664-3534 Ext230

Bring your old bikes for recycling to support The Working Centre.

A TASTE OF WOOLWICH
Bring your old 

bikes for 
recycling to
support The 

Working Centre.

Bring your 
e-waste

(electronic 
equipment) to the
Green Technology 

Fair.

equipment) to the
Green Technology 

Free drop off 
courtesy of 
Greentec!!

See list of e-waste 
acceptable items at

healthywool-
wich.org

COMMUNITIES
Our outdoors... at your doorstep

www.grandriver.ca

Hike, bike, 
swim, fish, 

paddle, picnic 
and camp at 

GRCA 
conservation 

areas

888.858.1515  |  greentec.com

65 Northland Rd. Waterloo  |  519.725.2244

Check www.foodlink.ca for our on-line directory 
or call 519-513-8998 to find a free copy of 

the Buy Local! Buy Fresh! Map near you.

Healthy Farms = Healthy Food = Healthy Community

LocalLocal FoodFood
LocalLocal FarmsFarms

Eat quality with confidence
in your community.

www.foodlink.ca

Community Shared Agriculture
Aberle Farms

Stephen & Christine Aberle

519-669-2097

From Our Farm To Your Door 

Aberlefarms.com Call to book your share

Certifi ed Organic
Vegetables & Herbs

9A Church St. E., Elmira • 519-669-1480
Mon: 9-5, Tues-Thur: 9-5:30, Fri: 9-6:30, Sat: 9-4

11 Church St. E., Elmira • 519.669.3030

Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:30pm
www.footfoundation.ca

See Us For Hiking Boots

10 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.8282

New Fle
xib

le Delive
ry H

ours

22 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5537

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4590

DR. CAROLE WILKINSON. OPTOMETRIST
DR. CHAD CHHATWAL. OPTOMETRIST
38 Church St. West
Elmira, ON. N3B 1M5
519-669-5471

*COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMINATIONS
*LASIK FOLLOW UP
*EYEGLASSES AND CONTACT LENSES FITTED
*VISUAL PERCEPTUAL TESTING
*EVENING HOURS

CrossroadsAt The

Midway between Elmira & St. Jacobs on Hwy 85 • Wheelchair Accessible • Smoke Free

Tuesday - Saturday 8-8
 Sundays 11-7

(Closed Monday except for holidays)

519-669-8117

"A Taste Of Home When You're Not"

www.crossroadrestaurant.ca
60 First St. E. • 519-669-5166

Registered to ISO 
9001, 14001

Manufacturers of 
Sulphuric Acid
and Sodium 
Bisulphite

Sulco Chemicals Limited

1205 King St. N, St. Jacobs • 519-664-2226
FREE DELIVERY

49 Industrial Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1631

27 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3658

Read’s
Decorating

SINCE 1961

Specializing in Paint &  WallcoveringsServing you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263
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SPORTS »
»AND THE WINNERS ARE ...

Kings, Jacks end seasons on a festive note

THEY’RE THE TOPS Front row: Elmira Sugar Kings captain Patrick Shantz (Don Duke Memorial Trophy for sportsmanship and leadership; coach-
es’ Cup for perseverance and dedication to hockey) and Brent Freeman (Elmira Insurance Agencies Trophy for top scorer, and Twin City Trophies 
– regular season MVP.) Back row: Kyle McNeil (Sugar Kings Alumni Award for playoff MVP), Jeff Zippel (Award of Excellence – best combines aca-
demics and hockey), Trent Brown (James Austin Memorial Trophy for top defenceman), Tyler Kuntz (Norm Hipel Memorial Trophy for outstanding 
defensive forward), Josh Ranalli (Elmira Sports Trophy for rookie of the year); Elmira Sugar Kings president Jeff Seddon, and Jarred Parent (Dave 
Uberig Memorial Trophy for top local minor hockey grad).

Elmira and Wellesley hockey clubs hand out the hardware at year-end banquets on back-to-back nights

MARC MIQUEL HELSEN

It proved challenging, but 
the coaching staffs of  the 
Elmira Sugar Kings and 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
were able to come up with 
a list of  winners for their 
respective awards ban-
quets last weekend.

“It makes for difficult 
choices because you cer-
tainly want to recognize 
significant performances 
or achievements but you 
don’t want to leave any-
body out. We have a tough 
time with it because in 
hockey we’re not sup-
posed to recognize the in-
dividual, it’s such a team 
game that that contributes 
to making it hard to pick 
anybody,” said Elmira 
head coach Geoff  Hadd-
away.

“You won’t find a bad 
kid on the Elmira Sugar 
Kings.”

While neither team end-
ed the season the way it 
wanted to, there was more 
than enough camaraderie 
and positive vibrations 
throughout the organiza-
tions – including players, 
coaches, staff, parents bil-
lets, and fans – to warrant 
one final celebration.

“It means a lot to me: we 
all walked out that after-
noon [with] a good feeling 
… it was a good way to 
wrap up the season,” said 
Haddaway.

For the Kings, an extend-
ed regular season might 
have seen things play out 
differently as they turned 
a seesaw first part of  the 
season into .500 hockey by 
the end of  the 2009 cam-
paign through grit and 
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determination. Unfortu-
nately, by then it was a 
little too late.

“I guess it’s an excuse and 
I don’t like to say it, but we 
just ran out of  time – if  the 
season’s another month 
I think we move up the 
standings probably two or 
three spots and then may-
be we’re still playing.”

Unrewarded for their 
turn-around in 2009, the 
Kings were honoured by 
their coaches last Sun-
day at the youth centre in 
Elmira. 

Perhaps the most presti-
gious award went to one 
of  the squad’s most en-
tertaining players, Brent 
Freeman. The top scorer 
on the team with 30 goals See AWARDS »21

and 46 assists in 50 games, 
the Linwood native was 
ninth in the Mid-Western 
Conference race.

A skillful, classy, two-
way forward used on both 
the power play as well as 
on the penalty kill, the 
high-octane player will 
no doubt be missed by 
his team and its fans. For 
his efforts, Freeman also 
picked up the regular sea-
son MVP trophy.

“I think Brent prob-
ably got a lot of  votes as a 
league MVP because he’s 
one of  those guys that, 
from a league perspective, 
everybody respects and 
maybe is a little under-
rated,” said Haddaway.

“As the season went on 

teams knew that our suc-
cess went through Brent 
Freeman.” 

Captain and hometown 
player Patrick Shantz 
also picked up a pair of  
trophies for sportsman-
ship and leadership and 
the coaches’ cup (best ex-
emplifies perseverance 
and dedication to hockey). 
The reliable defender and 
undisputed leader quickly 
became a key component 
with the Kings’ squad 
since joining midway 
through last season. He 
became an integral part 
of  the Kings’ successful 
Cherrey Cup run in the 
spring of  2008. His lead-
ership skills were not un-
noticed, and the Elmira 

native was quickly named 
captain of  the squad for 
the 2008-2009 season.

“He really grew into the 
role of  captain; he’s just 
such a great kid and was a 
great liaison between the 
young guys and the coach-
ing staff  and the veterans 
in the room,” Haddaway 
said.

“At any given night if  we 
weren’t playing hockey 
you could probably phone 
Shantz’s house, and a lot 
of  the guys were there 
or hanging out with Pat. 
I think people are just 
drawn to him because he’s 
such a good guy, he’s such 
a team guy.”

Josh Ranalli, who more 
than likely featured the 

biggest number of  fam-
ily members attending 
the banquet last Sunday, 
was named “rookie of  
the year.” The 18-year-
old Stoney Creek native 
quickly adapted to the 
Sugar Kings’ style of  play. 
Second on the team’s scor-
ing list with 25 goals and 
38 assist in 52 games, Ran-
nalli quickly eased his 
way on to the top line with 
Kyle McNeil and Free-
man.

West Montrose’s Jarred 
Parent received the Dave 
Uberig Memorial trophy 
for top local minor hock-
ey grad. A high-energy 
player, Parent improved 
throughout the season 
and became a crucial 
player during the Kings’ 
playoff  series against the 
Kitchener Dutchmen.

The Kings’ top defence-
man this season was 
Trent Brown. A smart 
player with offensive flair, 
Brown was fifth on the 
team’s scoring leader’s list 
picking up 10 goals and 30 
assists in 50 games.

Physical player Jeff  Zip-
pel, one of  the team’s as-
sistant captains, was the 
recipient of  the award of  
excellence for best com-
bining academics and 
hockey.

McNeil picked up the 
award for most valuable 
player during the playoffs, 
chipping in with physical 
and offensive play during 
the postseason.

Newcomer and grinder 
Tyler Kuntz was awarded 
for his defensive play, be-
ing named as the team’s 
outstanding defensive for-
ward. 
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»THE NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN | STEVE GALEA

One example of pigeons actually proving useful

SCORECARD
Submit your sports scores to Joni:

jmiltenburg@woolwichobserver.com

Available with
Standard Air Package...

$57900
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Central Vacuums, Cleaning Packages 
& Accessories are On Sale Now!

Spring Special Edition  
Central

 

Vacuum System
Priced with Beam Standard 
Electric Cleaning Package...

Get a superior clean 

with a Beam central 

vacuum system.
The best selling
brand in Canada
for more than
50 years.

 NOW ON
SALE!

CENTRAL VAC PLUS
A DIVISION OF DORKING GENERAL STORE LTD.

DORKING
ONTARIO 519-698-2605

Summer Race League
Summer Kart Camp

Training 
F1K Race Kart and 

Equipment 
Included

If  you have a bird 
dog, as I do, one day 
you might consider 
buying or trapping 
a few pigeons to 
help with your dog’s 
training. Coinciden-
tally, on that same 
day, your wife will 
consider enrolling 

you in psychiatric assessment.
Actually, pigeons are one of  the best 

training tools for bird dogs, since you 
can dizzy them and plant them in the 
grass for your dog to point or fl ush. 
They are also useful for trailing and 
retrieving drills and are inexpensive at 
most sales barns or free if  you have the 
time and a trap.

The problem with pigeons is that they 
are pigeons. No one likes them; perhaps 
because they have built up a reputation 
of  pooping on statues of  great people 

ever since ancient times. But mostly, 
because many of  us have encountered 
pigeons that thought we were those stat-
ues. Even so, the very thought of  having 
a dozen or so pigeons within easy reach 
excites my dog and me. Which, I sup-
pose, supports my wife’s assertions.

The very fi rst step, however, is build-
ing a holding pen for the birds. While 
this is not a large project in terms of  ac-
tual building, it is a gargantuan effort 
in terms of  convincing your wife that 
a pigeon coop would add a special kind 
of  European elegance to the yard.

Luckily, my wife is a farm girl and is 
not squeamish about this sort of  thing. 
That’s because she keeps two dozen 
laying hens and a few meat birds, and 
therefore she is not exactly command-
ing the moral high ground – chickens 
are just like pigeons, in that given the 
chance and a boost they would gladly 
crap on a statue.

Still, as with any building project, my 
wife wants to have a say in it, and so we 
have two very different visions of  what 
a pigeon holding pen should look like. 
She’s thinking a spacious board and 
batten rest area with a rakishly sloped 
metal roof. Elegantly decorated within, 
it will have two or three sheltered exits 
each leading into wire – enclosed out-
side patios which contain fountains and 
take advantage of  southern exposures 
or a nice view of  the old barn. Though 
she hasn’t yet mentioned it, I suspect 
she’d like to place a small statue of  me 
in each of  these areas too. I believe the 
whole thing is to be painted taupe.

I, on the other hand, was thinking 
about a box of  recycled plywood, kept 
off  the ground by old cinder blocks, 
leading out to a wire enclosure. 

The difference is she wants those pi-
geons to be in a halfway house; I want 
them to be in a pen.

Either way, we will have pigeons be-
fore long and I will commence training 
my springer spaniel and young lab pup 
with them. The fi rst thing I’ll have to 
reacquaint myself  with is dizzying the 
birds. My wife has already nixed the 
idea of  practicing on her chickens. She 
says she’d rather not have scrambled 
eggs.

Once I’ve got the dizzying part down, 
the rest should be easy. I’ll just plant 
the bewildered bird in a clump of  grass 
in the fi eld behind our house and then 
hunt them up with my dog. If  all goes 
right, the springer will pick up on the 
scent, the pigeon will fl y, I’ll make the 
shot and the dog will retrieve. If  we do 
this a few dozen times, my dog will be 
quite prepared for this fall’s hunting 
season. 

Of  course, I need to do my part and hit 
the birds. My dog and the local statues 
are counting on me.

WOOLWICH MAJOR NOVICE BOYS
Tri-county finals
Mar. 14 – Game 1
Oakville 3, Woolwich 1
Goal: Riley Runstedler
Mar. 15 – game 2
Woolwich 2, Oakville 2
Goals: Liam Hartman, Riley 
Runstedler (Cade Schaus, Sam 

Davidson, Tyler McBay)

Mar. 21 – game 3
Woolwich 5, Oakville 4
Goals: Riley Runstedler, Cade 
Schaus, Sam Davidson x2, Kean-
an Stewart (Sammy Huber x2, 
Daniel Carr, Cole Altman, Mat-
thew MacDonald, Keanan Stew-
art, Cade Schaus x2)

IN PRINT.
ONLINE.
IN PICTURES.
IN DEPTH.

» FREE Online Classifieds

» FREE Email Updates

» Flickr Photo Galleries

www. .com

www. .com.com.com | 519.669.5790

Your source for online local news.

» Exclusive Blogs

» Community Event Listings

» Updated Every Friday

.com



THE OBSERVER  |  Saturday, March 28, 2009 SPORTS | 21

Awards: Diffi culty comes in narrowing down the list
» From page 19

The Wellesley Applejacks also held 
their awards banquet on the weekend, 
refl ecting on the season Mar. 21 at the 
Khaki Club near Wellesley.

On paper, 2008-2009 was a season the 
Applejacks and their fans would rather 
forget. Despite that, it wasn’t without its 
positives: trudging through a frustrat-
ing campaign the Jacks were unifi ed as 
a team and kept fi ghting through to the 
end. They came close in many instances, 
losing numerous games in shootouts, 
over-time periods and by minimal goal 
margins.

“I’d like to think it’s an honour to win 
an award for the hockey team you played 
for no matter how you did,” said general 
manager Dave Litt.

JONI MILTENBURG

The Woolwich Major Midgets came 
close but ultimately missed out on 
the OMHA championship for the 
second year in a row.

Instead, the NobleKing Knights 
went undefeated through the play-
offs to claim the J.H. Stafford tro-
phy. 

After a close 4-3 loss in game one, 
Woolwich was looking for a win 
at home Mar. 21. They managed to 
force overtime, but it was NobleK-
ing that scored the clinching goal to 
take the game 2-1. 

That put Woolwich down two games 
in the best-of-five series as they 
headed to Nobleton for game three 
the following day. Woolwich put up 
a valiant fight but fell behind and 
couldn’t make up the difference, los-
ing 5-2.

“If  we won at home, I liked our 
chances on Sunday,” said coach 
Rick H. Moser. “We got behind Sun-

OMHA championship eludes Woolwich Midgets
Team that enjoyed great regular season and playoff success bows out in fi nals

day and we started to press and then 
they’d score.”

It was a disappointing finish to a 
solid season that saw the team win 

a pair of  tournaments and go unde-
feated in the regular season.

“We played hard all year, I guess 
it just wasn’t meant to be,” Moser 

said. “You always want to win your 
last game. I can’t make any excuses 
why we didn’t win, they’re a good 
team.”

CRACKERJACKS The Wellesley Applejacks handed out their awards Mar. 21. Winners were (above, top) Ryan Kuepfer (most improved player), Scott Litt (President’s Trophy for MVP and the John Egli Memorial Award 
for most valuable defenceman) and Dan Berwick (President’s Trophy for MVP and total points award).  Above: Scott Hanley (Don Green Memorial Award for most sportsmanlike player), Chris Givlin (most valuable local 
player), Chris Armstrong (Coaches’ Award for talent, dedication and commitment) and Rob Bolger (rookie of the year).

That said, coming up with winners, 
though there were candidates, wasn’t ex-
actly easy.

“Every player’s got value on your hock-
ey club – it’s a team thing,” he said. 

A deadlock in votes tabulated for the 
MVP trophy saw Dan Berwick – the Jacks 
leading scorer with 21 goals and 19 as-
sists – share the hardware with captain 
and stalwart defenceman Scott Litt.

“I look at an MVP as a person that you 
miss a lot when they’re not in the lineup, 
a person who just comes out and is a 
valuable asset to your hockey team and 
I think both those guys fi t the bill this 
year. Both of  them did a good job for 
us,” said Litt. 

Though the leading scorer, Berwick 
was also used by his coaches in many dif-

ferent situations.
“He matured a lot over his four years 

with this club... he was a boy when he 
came and a young man when he left.”

Scott Litt also picked up a second trophy 
for the team’s best defenceman.

Scott Hanley picked up some hardware 
for the most sportsmanlike player rack-

ing up a meager eight penalty minutes 
in 39 games.

“Look at the stats; he had 
eight penalty minutes 

in 39 games and 
he’s sixth on the 
team in scoring, 

so, it wasn’t that 

he wasn’t playing, he just stayed out of  
box. I think that speaks volumes for a 
young man, another four-year player,  
who could stay composed and play the 
way he played and the roles he played 
and stay disciplined.”

Rob Bolger picked up the rookie of  
the year award, netting 13 goals and 12 

assists, earning the third spot 
on the Jacks’ scoring roster. 

Chris Givlin was the local 
MVP player for playing 
through the Wellesley sys-
tem and Chris Armstrong 
also picked up some met-
alwork (coaches award for 

dedication and commitment 
to the team) for being “an easy 

guy to coach.”
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ENTERTAINMENT »

NEW Route 21 Elmira
starting April 6th!

Township of Woolwich
Administration Building, Lobby

24 Church St. W., Elmira
April 6, 2009

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
519.585.7555                       www.grt.ca                 TTY 519.585.7796

JONI MILTENBURG

A student falls asleep 
over her history home-
work to find herself  
transported back to me-
dieval times, where she 
goes on a knight’s quest, 
learns about ladies and 
princesses and meets a 
magician.

“All in 30 minutes – 
it’s like a soap opera,” 
quipped DJ Carroll, di-
rector of  the children’s 
play that will be present-
ed at this year’s Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival. 
Maxine’s Medieval Mis-
adventures is a magical 
romp combining com-
edy, magic tricks and im-
provisation.

Where a show is usual-
ly rehearsed for months, 
this one has come to-
gether in a few weeks. 
When the syrup festival 
committee approached 
him to do the children’s 
play, Carroll called up a 
handful actors who are 
veterans of  the Robin in 
the Hood Medieval Festi-
val. Many of  the routines 
are things they’ve done 
before, so it’s a matter of  
stringing them together 
and fitting the pieces in. 
And there were more 
than enough costumes 
from the festival around 
to outfit the cast. 

»THEATRICS AT THE FESTIVAL

Medieval romp planned for EMSF
Improv will be the order of the day at production aimed at young visitors to the maple syrup festival

Carroll said he knew he 
could count on the actors 
to rise to the challenge.

“We could get together 
Friday night and put it 
on Saturday,” he said. 
“They’re all really good 
at improv. And because 
of  Robin Hood, they’re 
all really good at inter-
acting with kids.”

Julie Ingriselli, who 
plays the title role of  
Maxine, said the interac-
tion with the children in 
the audience is what she 
likes about the produc-
tion.

“It gives us more chance 
to use our improv skills 
because they’ll throw 
anything at us and we 
have to work with it,” 
she said. 

The Grade 11 student 
has been in the Robin 
Hood festival for the past 
two years, as a fighter 
and an outlaw. She first 
got involved with theatre 
when she took drama 
class in Grade 9 and dis-
covered she loved it. She 
wants to continue doing 
theatre after she finishes 
school, but as a side to 
a more “consistent” ca-
reer. She’d like to work 
in early childhood de-
velopment, so children’s 
shows are great experi-
ence.

The worst-case sce-
nario with a children’s 

shows is the kid who just 
stands there and gives 
the actors nothing to 
work with, Carroll said, 
but that rarely happens 
because the ones who 
volunteer are eager to be 
involved.

“It gives [the show] a 
higher level of  energy,” 
he said. “The kids are 
excited to be there, so 
their excitement travels 
over to the show.”

Audience participa-
tion can also completely 
change the nature of  the 
show. Sometimes chil-
dren cheer for the hero, 
and other times they 
cheer for the villain, 
Carroll said.

There will be three per-
formances during the 
day, and they could end 
up being very different 
shows.

“It’ll start exactly the 
same and after that we 
have no idea how the 
show’s going to go. It 
could go differently ev-
ery single show.”

Where the theatrical of-
ferings are usually per-
formed at Trinity United 
Church, this year’s play 
will be staged in the 
drama room, Room 19 at 
EDSS. Seating is limited, 
so plan to arrive early. 
Show times are 10 a.m., 
noon, and 2 p.m.

Cost is $2 per person.
DRIFTING OFF Julie Ingriselli plays Maxine, a student bored with her history books who goes on a medieval 
adventure in the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival children’s play.
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CLASSIFIED DEPT. »

ADVERTISING POLICY |  All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s discretion. 
The Publisher will not be responsible for damages arising out of errors in advertisements 
beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by that portion of the advertisement in 
which the error occured. Please check your ad on the first day of publication. The Ob-
server’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge for the space for one insertion only.

PLACING A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT |  Classified ads can be obtained in person, 
by phone | fax from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-5pm or Friday 8:30am-4pm. Email que-
ries  to classifieds@woolwichobserver.com 24/7 - email will be replied by next business 
day. All classified ads are prepaid by Visa | MasterCard | Debit | Cash | Cheque unless on 
account. Deadline is Thursdays by 10am.

       AD RATES | Residential 20-Word Ad   $7.50   Extra Words 20¢/word   |   Commercial 20-Word Ad   $12.00   Extra Words 30¢/word   |   Bold Headline   Add $1.00 /line   |   Display Ads are quoted individually.

FOR SALE

AuCTIONS

hELP wANTED

P L A C E S 
O F  F A I T H                   LOCAL CHURCH                               SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTED

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

Pastors Steve & Beth Fleming
850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale  744-7447  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS, 8:30 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS, 7:00PM
(with Childrens’ Programs)

IMPACT YOUTH: Fridays, 7:30pm
TWENTY20: Sundays, 7:00pm 
(2nd & 4th Sundays monthly)

519-745-2411 
www.bloomingdalemennonite.com

B
M C
Sundays - 9:45 am Family Worship Service

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages

519-669-5030

Sunday Worship
9:15 am - 10:15am

“Making Faith
Live”

Faithsteps 10:30am - 11:50am

519-669-3973
www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)

JOIN US
SUNDAYS

AT
10:30AM & 6:30PM

519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday, March 29, 2009 
9:15am & 11:00am

Youth Sunday
Speaker - Pastor Randy Baker

Sunday School
During Worship

Minister:
Rev. Dave Jagger

Sunday Worship: 10:55am

Trinity United Church
ELMIRA

Visit our new website on: www.wondercafe.ca  

519-664-2311

Upbeat Family  
Worship & 

Sunday School  
10:00 am

CALVARY UNITED
St. Jacobs

Welcome to

www.elmiracommunity.org
519-669-1459

SUNDAY, MAR 29, 2009
Sundays @ 10:30am
John Mahood PS

CURRENT TEACHING SERIES 3 

Your Work Matters to God
Growing Spiritually At Work

519-669-3387

S. T 
C C

Holy Week Services
Holy Thursday - 8pm 
Good Friday  - 11am (family), 3pm
Easter Vigil - 8pm
Easter Sunday - 9am, 11:15am

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 
519-669-1296

Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Friday, April 10 & Saturday, April 11
7:00 PM at Woodside

You’re invited
Come and experience...

An Easter Worship Celebration

Please bring a food donation for the 
Woolwich Community Services Food Bank

AGRICULTURE 
RETAIL 

STORE MANAGER 
We are looking for a full time retail store 
manager. Candidates should have excellent 
verbal and written communication skills in 
person and on the phone, be willing to attend 
industry training sessions, experience with 
operating a cash register and computer and 
be able to work as part of a team and without 
supervision. Lifting of 25 kg bags will also be 
required.

Duties to include but are not limited to:
Inventory management including ordering
Warehouse cleanliness, restocking and 
organizing (some heavy lifting) 
In-store merchandising, specials and seasonal 
displays 
Maintain and increase customer base
Invoicing, pricing and database updates

Apply in person with resume: 
10 Maple St. Elmira
Fax: 519-669-1868
Email: elmirafeedandsupply@rogers.com 

33RD ANNUAL SPRING TURF & 
LANDSCAPING AUCTION 

20+ MUNICIPALITIES

Sat. APRIL 4th   9:00am

M.R. Jutzi & Co
www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST. N., Breslau (Kitchener)

— to be held at —

VIEWING: Friday April 3rd, 2009 - 1pm - 5pm
     TERMS: $500 Cash Deposit on Each 

Major Item, or as announced

2 - 00/02 IHC 4300/4700 SA Van’s
9+ 94/99 Freightliner, Ford & IHC Dumps & Plows

99 IHC 4900 TA 20 Yd Rear Packer
99 GMC TOPKICK 24’ Curtain Stake

95 IHC c/w Utility Truck c/w Auger Crane
92 Ford ELGIN Whirlwind Sweeper

95 Ford F450 SD Altec 35’ Aerial Bucket
25+ 93/02 Dodge/Ford/Chev 4x4’s, Vans,

Dumps, Pickup’s & Service Trucks

CAT 950 4wd Loader
8+ Cat/Case/Ford/IHC Tractors & Loaders
6 - Toro/Ransomes Diesel Wing Mowers

12+ JD/Kubota/Steiner FM Mowers
5 - Kawasaki/GATOR Trucksters

Toro/Honda/Lawnboy Mowers

11+ Stihl 

3pth Equipment - 5+ Mowers, Sweeper, Scraper Blades, 
Box Scraper, etc.

NEW Equip

Auctioneer’s Note: There will be TWO Auction Rings
... Come Early or Miss the Deals!

MORE UNITS ARRIVING DAILY!!
PRELIMINARY LIST ONLY!!!
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM!!!

TURF-MUNICIPAL 
AUCTION

Full-Time 
Administrative Assistant
Duties will include:
Reception, scheduling, filing, customer 
service, and bookkeeping.  Candidates 
should have excellent verbal and writ-
ten communication skills, be organized 
and detail oriented, and possess good 
computer skills.  

Please forward resumes by email to: 
allgreentree@bellnet.ca 

or by fax to:

519.669.7603

hELP wANTED

We’re Expanding!  » Re-
quire motivated, teach-
able person to assist with  
growth of financial servic-
es business. Sales  back-
ground an asset.  Call  
519-489-2591.

ChILD CARE

Child Care Available  »
for  toddlers to school 
age  children in a quality, 
licensed centre. Call    
519-656-1003.

ChILD CARE  
REQuIRED

Full-time Caregiver   »
Wanted for child care in  
our Kitchener home.  Start-
ing Sept. 09. Experience 
necessary. Contact:  519-
570-3833.

FOR SALE

2008 Electric Bike.  »
Just  in time for spring. 
26”  wheels, will go 50 kms 
on  one charge, 6 speed, 
26  km top speed. Charger  
included. Paid $1575;  ask-
ing $1000 o.b.o. No  longer 
needed, broke  foot.   
519-669-5388.

Clearance Centre now   »
open! Items priced below  
cost to clear. From power  
and hand tools to house-
wares and gifts. Located  
on the upper floor. Elm-
ira  Home Hardware, 22  
Church St. W. Mon. - Fri.  
8-8, Sat. 8-6, Sun. 12-5.

Special Buy! White   »
Westinghouse Top  Mount 
Fridge. 18 cu. ft.,  sliding 
glass shelves, 3  door 
racks, Sale $499;  save 
$100. Limited quantities. 
Elmira Home Hardware, 
519-669-5537.

Hip Barn Roof  » (classic)  
109ftx32ft, hand made  
truss, double wide, origi-
nal 2x4, 6, 8, etc. To-
bacco scaffold complete,  
Conklin lumber, bottom 
to  top and 1946 plus 
WW2  galvanized steel 
needs  only paint. 1pc. 
move  possible, to move 
to new  foundation or dis-
assemble. Must see to 
appreciate strength. Also 
40x60ft  barn, 1934, barn 
Board,  beams, 1963 gal-
vanized  roof. Phone   
519-984-2604 Kingsville.

Walk In Hydrotherapy   »
safety bath tub. $4000.  
Paid $6500, very new.  
519-664-1358.

hAY & STRAw

Excellent First Cut  » hay.  
Nor rain, small squares.  
519-656-2736.

HM Rolled Shelled  »
corn  for sale. Can deliver.  
519-699-4184.

PETS

HALF PRICE RENO- »
VATION Sale at Crea-
ture  Comfort Pet Empo-
rium.  We’re expanding 
= you  save! BOGO sale 
until  April 5, shop early 
for  best selection! 1553 
King  St. N., St. Jacobs.  
519-664-3366   
www.creaturecomfort.ca

wANTED

Good Used Miscella- »
neous items wanted for  
fund raiser garage sale 
to  be held in Wallenstein  
April 24 & 25th. All pro-
ceeds to Lighthouse  Chil-
dren’s Home. Call  Doris 
at 519-669-3254.

hORSES

Horse Boarding Flo- »
rapine Stables.  New 
facility available just 5 
minutes north of Elmi-
ra on a  50 acre farm. 
Large box  stalls with 
rubber mats,  daily turn-
out, outdoor  sand ring, 
outdoor boarding with 
run in shelter,  and quiet 
riding trails all  avail-
able.  $275/month  for 
indoor  board ing  and  
$175/month for outdoor  
boarding. Contact Galen  
or Kathy 519-669-4227.

AuTOMOTIVE

2008 Dodge Gr.  » Car-
avan  SE -  3 .3L V6, 
auto trans,  fully load-
ed including  Stow N 
Go seating, rear  air/
heat. Pwr driver seat,  
finished in black. Only  
30,532 kms. $18,900.  
Voisin Chrysler,   
519-669-2831.

RENTALS

2 Bedroom,  » parking A/C,  
immediate, laundry in  build-
ing. $600 + utilities.  519-
669-8074.

3 Bedroom Semi  » for rent  
in Elmira. Fenced yard,  A/C, 
laundry, finished  basement. 
$1095 plus  utilities, available 
May 1.  519-669-9170.

3 Bedroom, Century   »
home semi. $1100/mth +  util. 
First and last. Appliances in-
cluded. Central  air, gas heat. 
Available  immediately.  519-
741-6566.

Attractive One bedroom    »
Apartment for rent, available 
now. Appliances included, 
no pets, no smoking.  519-
669-5657.

Elmira - Newer three   »
bedroom. $1175/mth +  utili-
ties. Appliances, with  wash-
er, dryer included,  a/c, par-
tially furnished if  desired. Call  
519-669-8908.

» MORE ON PG 30
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Aquafit Classes
Monday to Friday         
9:00 - 9:45 am
Monday & Wednesday
8:00 - 8:45 pm
Tuesday & Thursday        
6:45 - 7:30 pm

Elmira Pool is located ay the corner of  Snyder  Street 
and Ernst Street
elmira.pool@woolwich.ca   

Pool Closed 
Saturday April 4 Maple Syrup Festival
Good Friday April 9 to Easter Monday April 13
Tuesday May 26 9:00 am to 4:00 pm EDSS 
Tin Man Triathlon
Sunday May 17 and Monday May 18 
Victoria Day

Admission Prices 
Preschool Under 6 yrs.         $ 1.25
Child 6-15 yrs.            $ 2.70
Adult 16Yrs+ & Aquafit         $ 3.75
Family ( Max. 5additional $ 1.25 )  $ 9.25  
Tickets can be purchased in larger numbers at a discount 

contact the pool

Monday, Wednesday & Friday         6:30 - 8:00 am
Monday to Friday                           11:00 - 1:00 pm
Monday & Wednesday                    8:00 - 9:00 pm
Tuesday & Thursday                       5:30 - 8:30 pm
Saturday                                        12:00 -1:00 pm
Sunday                         10:00 - 1:00 pm 

Public Swim
Tuesday & Thursday                      7:30 - 8:30 pm 

Lane Swim
Friday                                            1:00 - 2:00 pm
Friday                          7:00 - 9:00 pm 
Saturday                          1:00 - 3:00 pm
Sunday                                          1:00 - 3:00 pm

SPRING SCHEDULE
MARCH 23 - JUNE 21, 2009

Community Information Page
TEL: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613  
 FAX: 519-669-1820   

AFTER HOURS 
EMERGENCY:  
519-575-4504

P.O. BOX 158, 24 CHURCH ST. W.
ELMIRA, ONTARIO  N3B 2Z6
WEBSITE:  www.woolwich.ca

THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
"Proudly remembering our past; 

confidently embracing our future."

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND 
PUBLIC MEETING

TUESDAY APRIL 21, 2009  7:00 P.M.
Township Council Chambers

24 Church Street West, Elmira
Regarding

B & R FARMS LIMITED (ZONE CHANGE 6/2009)
Take Notice that in accordance with Section 34 (10.5) of the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the Town-
ship of Woolwich has received a complete application by B & R Farms Limited for a proposed zoning by-law 
amendment.  Please be advised that Notice of a Complete Application does not indicate whether the municipal-
ity is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning Act, to consider the fol-
lowing Zone Change application.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional 
information to the public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

B & R FARMS LIMITED (ZONE CHANGE 6/2009)
The Township of Woolwich has received an application from B & R Farms Limited for the property described 
as German Company Tract, Part Lot 106 and located at 2782 – 2784 Victoria Street North within and adjacent 
to the Shantz Station Settlement Area (see Map 1).  The 12.5 hectare (31 acre) farm is designated Urban Area, 
Rural Land Use Area and Restricted Land Use Area in the Township’s Official Plan and is zoned Settlement 
Residential (R-1) and Agricultural (A).  The property is developed with two single family dwellings, accessory 
and farm buildings and a storage building.

The purpose of the application is to amend the Settlement Residential (R-1) zoning with a site-specific amend-
ment to allow a butcher shop and associated retail as a commercial use within a maximum area being approxi-
mately 1225 square metres  The proposed commercial use would be located within the existing 223 square 
metre storage building.

Please Note: 

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background material relating to this 
application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at www.woolwich.ca.  Questions or written 
submissions may be directed to Jeremy Vink, Senior Planner, Engineering and Planning Services Department, 
Township of Woolwich, Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6.  Telephone: 519-669-1647 / 
519-664-2613, extension 6028 or email: jvink@woolwich.ca

ZONING AMENDMENT
If a person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the Council 

of the Township of Woolwich in respect of the proposed zoning by-laws 
does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written sub-
missions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the proposed 
zoning by-law amendments are adopted, the Ontario Municipal Board may 
dismiss all or part of the appeal.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/com-
ments about the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  
Any comments received on or before April 14, 2009 (Note that this date is 
before the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Engi-
neering and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any 
comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a 
decision on the applications, will also be considered.

If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meetings or Township staff reports regarding these ap-
plications you must make a written request to Engineering and Planning Services at the Township of Woolwich 

at the address shown at the top of this page.

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 28th day of March, 2009

ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL

ROAD AND MUNICIPAL 
PARKING LOTS CLOSURES

Please note that the following streets will be closed to vehicular traffic 
on Saturday, April 4th, 2009 from 1:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.;

Arthur Street South (from Memorial Avenue to Church Street);
Hampton Street;
Wyatt Street (Hampton Street to Memorial Avenue);
James Street (Snyder Avenue to Hampton Street);
Park Avenue (Snyder Avenue to Memorial Avenue);
South Street (Arthur South to Memorial Avenue);
Walker Street (Church Street West to Hampton Street);
Dunke Street (Church Street West to Hampton Street);
Mill Street (Arthur Street South to Memorial Avenue);
 
In addition, the Mill Street Municipal Parking Lot will be closed from 
11:00 pm. on Friday, April 3rd, 2009 until 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 
4th, 2009;

Also, the southwest portion of the Wyatt Street Municipal Parking Lot 
will be closed from 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 2nd, 2009 until 8:00 
p.m. on Saturday, April 4th, 2009.

SUMMER PLAYGROUND POSITIONS
Apply with Resume and Cover Letter

Attention: David Ruetz
Township of Woolwich

P.O. Box 158
24 Church Street West 

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

or
woolwich.mail@woolwich.ca

By Tuesday April 14, 2009  4:00 pm

ELMIRA POOL
519-669-5757
WWW.WOOLWICH.CA
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CONTRACTING

CONTRACTING LTD.
CE

519.669.3495

Framing · Renovations
Decks · Sheds

Basement Finishing

Clare Bauman
cell 519.504.2826

PHIL WILLMS | 519-669-2551

20 Green Warbler Cr., Elmira N3B 1A6 

Excavation • Grading
Trucking • Snow Removal

ExCAVATING

r-bygrave@rogers.com
CALL RICK 519-210-0108

BUILD IT  FIX IT  DISPOSE OF IT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Decks  Sheds  Garden & Retaining Walls
Decorative Stonework & Much More

08

 Garden & Retaining Walls
Decorative Stonework & Much More FREEESTIMATESREASONABLERATES

FREEESTIMATESREASONABLE

Just Gardens
Anita Soehner

519.669.5643
rozell_soehner@yahoo.ca

Complete Garden Maintenance

Clean Up | Mulch
Planting | Garden Design

Lawn Maintenance
All Your Gardening Needs

Cell | 519.504.5934

hOME RENOVATIONS

SERVICE PROS

GARDENING

ELMIRA | 519-669-1278

LAWN CARE & LANDSCAPING LTD.
ORGANIC LAWN CARE PROGRAMS LANDSCAPING & OTHER SERVICES
• Aerating
• Dethatching & Verti-cutting
• Fertilizing - Granular & Liquid
• Weed & Crabgrass Preventer
• Chinchbug Preventer
• White Grub Control
• Sod Webworm Control
• Cranefly Control
• Tree & Shrub Fertilizing
• Horticulture Vinegar
• Granular Compost
• Soil Testing

• Landscape Design
• Landscape Build
• Hydro-seeding
• Slit-seeding
• Over-seeding
• Sodding
• Planting
• Interlocking Stone
• Retaining Walls & Steps
• Water Ponds
• Backhoe & 
  Skid Steer Services

Darryl Kuepfer
519.347-2792
5463 Perth Rd. 155

RR2 Monkton, ON 
$5.00 OFF

YOUR FIRST SERVICE CALL
EXPIRES DEC. 31,2009

OFFERING FAST, PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE REPAIRS ON ALL MAJOR 

IN-HOME APPLIANCES

Eric Plein

Lawn 
Rolling 

and 
Aerating

519.669.3924
Elmira

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lawn
Maintenance
Landscaping
Snowplowing
Ice Control

Jeff Basler
Owner|Operator

Telephone
519-669-9081
Mobile
519-505-0985
ever-green@sympatico.ca

We call Elmira home but we service the surrounding area.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Lawn
MaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenanceMaintenance
LandscapingLandscapingLandscaping
SnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowingSnowplowing
Ice ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce ControlIce Control

Jeff Basler

Telephone
519-669-9081519-669-9081
Mobile
519-505-0985

LAwN MAINTENANCE

519.669.1188

Snow Plowing & 
Removal

Snow Plowing & 

Complete Lawn 
Maintenance

27 Brookmead St., Elmira

LAwN MAINTENANCE

HOLEEE
ROLLER
HOLEEE
ROLLER

J.SCOTT HARRIS
ELMIRA, ON

519-897-8725

THE * Lawn Aerating 
   & Rolling

* Lawn Care 
   also available

LAwN CARE

APPLIANCE REPAIRLAwN CARE

LAwN CARE

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Donna at ext 104

SERVICE PROS

EASY MEDIuM hARD

hOw TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a few numbers to get you started. 

REMEMBER: you must not repeat the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column or 3x3 box.

BY THE NUMBERS

M&T Business Card Ad:Layout 1  04/03/09  10:22 AM  Page 1
To place a Service Pros ad, contact: sales@ObserverXtra.com

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.com »
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Mike

519.669.9160
Cell: 519.998.4094

P A I N T I N G

Over 15 Years Experience

PAINTING

CARPET CARE CONCRETE FOuNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

E L M I R A

PHOTO

519-669-FILM
57 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.elmiraphoto.com

YOU NAME 
IT: WE 

FRAME IT!

CuSTOM FRAMINGCONSTRuCTION CRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

DYNAMIC BALANCING

Specializing in Computerized
Dynamic Balancing

Fans, Rotors, Armatures, Pump Impellers,
Drive Shafts & Many Styles of Rotary Equipment

tel: 1-800-525-4022 fax: (519) 653-7949

On-Site
Balancing
Available

• Concrete removal & replacement
• Siding work up to 66’ high

•Pole Structures
•Remodeling & restoration

Marty Trapp
RR#1 Elmira fax: 519-846-9319

GENERAL CONTRACTING
commercial • industrial

519-846-9066

CONSTRUCTION INC.

GLASS SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

SERVICE PROS »EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

WORD-UP »SOLUTION FOUND
ON PAGE 25 

CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE OBSERVER                                              ©2009

AuTOMOTIVE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira 519-669-7652

AUTO
CLINIC

AuTOMOTIVE

519.669.8330
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

AuTOMOTIVE

CARPENTRY

JOHN GROSHAW
7449 8th Line 
Drayton, ON

519-669-5588
(cell) 519-897-6238

GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY
GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY

 

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AuTOMOTIVE AuTOMOTIVE

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
rea Rug Cleaning Drop-off 

      and Pick up Service
eached out Carpet Spot Repair

t rout Cleaning
Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
P

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Call for Details
Coupon holds no cash value.

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Have You Paid Enough
Taxes? Call Us For Our

PAY NO
TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

A C R O S S
1. Door fastener
5. Literally, “king”
9. Small woods
14. Bounce back, in a way
15. 100 cents
16. Kind of skeleton
17. Wild goose with white 
adult plumage
18. ___ Bank
19. Copper
20. Offi ce kept cool (2wrds)
23. Crow’s home
24. ___ generis
25. “The Sweetheart of Sigma 
___”
27. Baseball stat
28. Animal house
31. Sasquatch
34. A rice wine used in 
Japanese cooking
36. Desire strongly or 
persistently
37. A carpenter must-have
40. Alpha’s opposite
42. Follow
43. One third of Neopolitan
46. Quip, part 3
47. Propel, in a way
50. Amber, e.g.
51. Be mistaken
53. Begin
55. Organization of 
United States war veterans

60. Brunch serving
61. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
62. First-place
63. Entertained, in a way
64. Home, informally
65. ___ Fjord
66. A pair of people who 
live together
67. Ashtabula’s lake
68. 1987 Costner role

D O W N
1. Greek goddess of fertility
2. Causing a dull and steady 
pain
3. Guide
4. A man who is effeminate 
in his manner and fussy 
in the way he dresses
5. Iced, with “up”
6. Colored
7. Upward stroke in 
conducting music
8. Jacuzzi
9. Crime boss
10. Beasts of burden
11. The seed-producing cone 
of a pine tree
12. A builder who works 
under water in a caisson
13. Seat of White Pine County, 
Nev.
21. Complex to desire mother 
and exclude father

22. “Rocky ___”
26. “___ alive!”
29. “... ___ he drove out of 
sight”
30. Game with matchsticks
32. A monosaccharide sugar
33. Pay, with “over”
34. O. Henry’s “The Gift of the 
___”
35. After expenses
37. Run-down apartment
38. “If the ___ is concealed, it 
succeeds”: Ovid
39. Adage
40. Egg cells
41. Sub-Saharan scourge
44. “Fantasy Island” prop
45. Esoteric
47. Good-for-nothing
48. Many of the Marshall 
Islands
49. A musical form that is often 
the last movement of a sonata
52. Harder to fi nd
54. Encourage
56. A fencing sword similar to a 
foil but with a heavier blade
57. 1990 World Series champs
58. Not yet fi nal, at law
59. When repeated, like some 
shows
60. A steep-walled semicircular 
basin in a mountain; may 
contain a lake
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AuTOMOTIVE

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

SERVICE PROS »EXPERT ADVICE | QUALITY SERVICES
LOOK UP A PROFESSIONAL.

SELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

SEPTIC

Waterloo Region • Wellington County

519-648-3004  or  519-896-7700
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

BICYCLES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS

With an expert spring tune up
$20 parts extra

GET YOUR
BICYCLES READY

$5 from each
tune up goes to

“Fit for the Future”
fundraiser campaign.

PLuMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLuMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Planes can strike frogs, turtles and snakes at altitude
»STRANGE BUT TRUE | BILL & RICH SONES

SIGNAGE | VINYL & DIGITAL

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Signs & Banners

Vehicle Lettering

Logos & Graphics

Large format printing

Decals & Safety Stickers

BILL SCHENKEL

 519-664-1809

1600 King St. N.,
Unit #18

ST.JACOBS

www.remingtongraphfix.com

graph�x ltd.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years 
experience

519-669-2251

interior/exterior painting 
wallpapering & Plaster|Drywall repairs

free
estimates

PAINTING

Custom Draperies & Blinds • Curtain Hardware

40 Memorial Ave, Elmira
519-669-8309

wINDOw COVERINGS

 TRANSIT!IT!

PHONE
519.503.0888

JOHNS

VEHICLES

TRuCKS

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

CASH PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED 

SCRAP VEHICLES
CARS, TRUCKS OR VANS

WE PAY CASH WITH 
FREE TOWING
PLEASE CALL

519-568-8666

TOwING

ROOFING

JPIROOFING

7875 4th Line Peel Twp.
Wallenstein RR2

N0B 2S0

519.465.8187

SERVICE

ROOFING

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
BOOK NOW! HAVE YOUR ROOFING DONE BEFORE WINTER

OFFICE

Serving Elmira and Surrounding Area for over 30 years!

CALL SCOTT SEILING FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE. 
CALL NOW AND BOOK FOR SPRING.

Q. What is 
“snarge,” and 
how are the 
good folks at 
the 
Smithsonian 
Institution’s 
Feather Identi-
fication Labo-

ratory working to make your next 
plane flight safer?

A.  Believe it or not, snarge is the 
bird goo left over from a collision with 
an airplane. And it’s not just birds.

“We’ve had frogs, turtles, snakes, 
even a cat once struck at high alti-
tudes,” says the Smithsonian’s Carla 
Dove. Birds like hawks and herons 
will occasionally drop their quarry 
into oncoming planes. 

Recently, she sent a “snake” sample 
to the DNA lab and it came back as 
rabbit. “How do you explain to the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) that we had a rabbit strike at 
1,000 feet?”

It is of  intense interest to both the 
FAA and the U.S. military to know 

what kinds of  birds are smacking into 
the nation’s airplanes. At the lab, tech-
nicians identify the snarge DNA, then 
enter the sequence into a national 
database. Although most cases consist 
of  feathers, many consist of  a “paper 
towel swipe” of  gooey bird fat, flesh 
bits, spores.  

Once the type of  bird is identified, 
steps can be taken to avert future inci-
dents, such as by altering flight paths 
and by engineering more bird-resis-
tant planes. As an example, jet engines 
must now be able to withstand the 
ingestion of  an eight-pound waterfowl. 

“Of  course, we’re trying to improve 
aviation safety,” says Dove, “but we’re 
also helping to save the birds.”
Q. Does lightning ever strike twice 
in the same place in the sense of  
successive holes-in-one struck by the 
same golfer?  How about thrice?

A. Most remarkable was the perfor-
mance of  Norman Manley, who holed 
the seventh (330 yards) and eighth (290 
yards) at California’s Del Valle Coun-
try Club in 1964, says John Wesson in 
The Science of  Golf. 

The thrice was achieved by Bob Tay-

lor in 1974 on the Hunstanton Links 
course at Norfolk, England. He holed 
the 188-yard 16th hole from the tee on 
the practice day of  the competition, 
then did the same on both day 1 and 
day 2 of  the competition proper -- three 
successive holes-in-one on the same 
hole!     

Record for the longest hole-in-one 
is tougher to assign, due to different 
conditions such as dog-legs and fa-
vorable slopes. But longest success 
on a straight hole was in Omaha, 
Nebraska, in 1965 when Bob Mitera 
holed a 447-yard drive -- helped how-
ever by a downhill slope. This record 
held until 2007 when Bret Melson aced 
the 448-yard, par 4 at the Ko’olau Golf  
Club in Oahu, Hawaii, “edging out Mi-
tera by a massive one yard!”
Q.  It’s hard to sell the valiant hu-
man spirit short, especially when 
that spirit yearns to communicate 
under the most difficult of  circum-
stances, such as the spirit of  French 
journalist Jean-Dominique Bauby, 
who wrote the book The Diving 
Bell and the Butterfly, on which the 

movie was based. Explained one 
New York critic: The lightness of  the 
butterfly symbolizes the persistence 
of  Bauby’s spirit, the heaviness of  
the bell his extreme physical diffi-
culties. What difficulties?

A. Bauby himself  composed and 
dictated his memoir recounting the 
massive stroke that left him in a state 
known as “locked-in syndrome,” men-
tally alert but deprived of  speech and 
of  all movement except for control of  
his left eyelid, says William Hanson, 
M.D., in The Edge of  Medicine. 

Bauby painstakingly “wrote” by 
blinking his eyelid to select each letter 
as an assistant ran through a frequen-
cy-ordered alphabet and came to the 
correct letter. He dictated the slim 
volume in the summer of  1996, averag-
ing only a single word every two min-
utes. The following spring, ten days 
after the highly successful publication 
of  his book, Bauby died. 

(Send STRANGE questions to 
brothers Bill and Rich at 

strangetrue@compuserve.com) 
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»HOME HUNTERS

      3 Acre  
Estate Lots Available

ID# 117888

(519) 575-6314
Hawkesville, ON

$250,000

LARGE LOTS
30 MINUTES FROM 

WATERLOO
 5 Lots Available

 Model Home Available For Sale
 10 Plans to Choose from
 Quality Standard
Features include:

- 9’ ceilings on main floor
- 200 amp service 

- Fruit Cellar - Ceramics
- Ensuite & Main or Upper

Laundry
Visit our website for

photos & more details.
PRICES STARTING AT 

$299,900

MODEL HOME!
51 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

$42
9,9

00

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 1-4
or by appointment

GREAT VALUE!
Beautiful 3 year old, 4 bedroom, 
4 bath home with all the 
upgrades. Hardwoods, ceramics, 
lux ensuite, m/f laundry, 2 
fireplaces, finished basement, 
cedar deck and much more.  All 
this located near schools and 
backing field.

$3
94,9

00

CURIOUS ABOUT YOUR HOME’S VALUE 
IN THIS CURRENT MARKET?

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE 
CURRENT MARKET EVALUATION

Melanie McNeil
Sales Representative

Peri Moyer
Client Care Manager

Warren McNeil
Sales Representative

EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED
Updated century home on double 
lot!  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, main 
floor laundry, spacious principle 
rooms, new garage addition with 
future bonus room (unfinished), 
wrap around porch.  Mature area 
with big yard, trees and lots of 
parking.  Updated windows, 
doors, flooring, bathrooms, 
insulation, wiring, plumbing, 
roof & furnace.  A must see!!

$3
42

,900

Melanie McNeilWarren McNeil

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

519-579-4110
OFFICE

sold@clickthathouse.com

TEAMMcNeil

OPEN HOUSE - SUN MAR 29, 2-4PM | 143 SUGAR KING DR. ELMIRA

NEW LISTING!!
Totally renovated in 2004 with all 
new windows, roof, furnace, 
appliances, water heater and 
flooring.  Newer wooden shed in 
back included.  Freshly painted 
and well maintained.  3 bedrooms, 
1 bath with laundry.  Conveniently 
located close to the expressway, St 
Jacobs Farmer’s Market and 
Conestogo Mall.  Shows well!

$8
4,9

00

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

ADDRESS: 180 Weber St. S., Waterloo 

DIRECT....519-503-9533
HOME ....519-669-3074
OFFICE ...519-888-7110 

WEBSITE: www.remaxsolidgold.biz                                                                           EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Get a FREE Market Evaluation

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

$500 donation to John Mahood
Public School when you buy or sell

in Woolwich Township with...

Located on quiet street in the quaint community of Elmira.  Close 
to park and other amenities (park two cars in drive).  Plan features 
large kitch with extra cabinets and counter space, dinette with patio 
doors leading to fenced yard, great for children & pets.  Oversized 
master bedroom. features walkin closet.  This extra large Master is 
also currently used as a home office. MLS.

OPEN HOUSE  Sunday, March 29th, 2-4PM

$229,000 | 30 STILLWATER ST. ELMIRA

ELMIRA Open Concept, Recreation 
Room, Exercise Room, Ensuite, 
Double Width or More Driveway, 
Separate Dining Room, Family Room. 
MLS.

$549,000$449,000 $649,000

ELMIRA Backs on Greenbelt, 
Recreation Room, Ensuite, Double 
Paved Driveway, Separate Dining 
Room, Family Room, 3 Bedroom, 
Main Floor Master Bedroom.  MLS

NEW PRICE

ELMIRA  Quality at every corner 
through out this beautiful 4 bedrm.  
Maple kitchen, extra height, ceilings, 
double garage.  Master bedroom with 
deluxe ensuite. MLS.

NEW PRICE

                       BROKERAGE

NEWER 3 BEDROOM 
HOME IN ELMIRA

Gorgeous kitchen, hardwood/ 
ceramic fl oors. Luxury ensuite 
bath. Finished Rec Room. 
MLS 0914552

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd.

$349,900

IAN INGLIS
519-888-7110

BROKER

                       BROKERAGE

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd.
www.homewithian.com  iani@bell.blackberry.net

$499,900

VERDONE MODEL 
HOME IN ELMIRA

Custom built 3 Bedroom 
Bungalow with loft. 2616 sq. 
ft, 10’ ceilings. Luxury ensuite, 
open concept Kitchen/Family 
room. 4 walkouts, backs onto 
greenspace. MLS 0841053

ASK ABOUT EARNING

AEROPLAN MILES
ASK ABOUT EARNING

AEROPLAN MILES

BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker of Record

SHANNA
ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

MONIQUE
BRUBACHER
Sales Rep.

DARREN 
ROMKEY

Sales Rep.

ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICESIndependently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 1, Elmira

N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

THIS WEEK'S FEATURE PROPERTIES

WEBSITE: www.royallepage.ca
EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca

Further Information:

ELORA STREET, ROTHSAY
VACANT LAND

$74,900 | 1.90 acres located just East of 
Rothsay, backing onto forested area and 
across the road from open farmland. MLS

LARGE 4 BEDROOM HOME
$359,900 ELMIRA | Wow! 2219 SQ.FT 
+ finished basement, main floor offers a 
spacious family room + living room, separate 
dining room, bright kitchen with breakfast 
bar and walkout to patio, backs onto small 
creek, 4 generously sized bedrooms, master 
ensuite, main flr laundry, gas fireplace, 
central air. MLS

NEW PRICE
$279,000 DRAYTON | Bungalow on huge lot 
overlooking green space; featuring cedar deck 
and patio; professionally landscaped lot looks 
attractive in spring and summer; 2 fireplaces for 
cozy evenings. MLS.

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY 
MARCH 28 | 2-4 PM

93 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
$309,000 | SOLID RED BRICK. Welcoming 
front verandah, beautiful natural woodwork, 
cherry kitchen, upper balcony plus sunroom 
overlooking huge fenced yard. Many 
features. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | SUNDAY 
MARCH 29 | 2-4 PM

27 SUGAR KING DR., ELMIRA
$269,900 ELMIRA | Impressive end unit link 
home, 1642 SQ.FT, large foyer, attractive kitchen 
w/breakfast, built in stainless steel appliances, 
walkouit to huge patio & fenced yd, finished 
basement, master ensuite & walk-in closet, 
generous sized bdrms. MLS

BEAUTIFUL TREED LOT
$273,000 | Bright and spacious home with 
recent renovations completed; finished 
basement; lots of parking; wood fireplace; 
walkout from family room to covered patio; 
2,300 sq.ft. finished.

OPEN HOUSE
SAT & SUN  2-4 PM

42 ROBERTA STREET, ELMIRA
 PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES

Prices starting at $320,000. Visit our 
model bungalow plan, features mainfloor 
conveniences, including ceramics, fireplace, 
HRV, ensuite, oversized garage and more. 
Other 2-storey plan choices available, 3 and 
4 bedroom.Fully finished custom built 2 storey 

home.  Top quality construction and 
finishes throughout.  2500 square 
feet, 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms.  
Open concept with 18’ ceilings 
in great room.  Professionally 
finished basement with maple 
bar and built-ins.  3 gas fireplaces 
including see-through in master 
ensuite.  Beautiful cherry kitchen.  
Hardwood and ceramic throughout 
main floor.  Deck and shed in fenced 
yard backing onto farmland.

PRIVATE SALE

$529,000

shanley@mantelsplus.com

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday 2-4pm
38 Muscovey Dr., Elmira

home (519) 669-3338
mobile (519) 577-1379

You’ve come to the right
place to find a home.

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.com
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DIRECT: 519-572-2669
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

FAMILY ROOM! This starter home o�ers country 
kitchen, dining room, living room, three 
bedrooms, main �oor laundry on a large lot 
with mature trees.  Recent renovations include 
bathroom, some windows and electrical.  MLS.

Your referrals are
appreciated!

bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

4B Arthur St. S. Elmira www.remaxsolidgold.biz
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

$125,500

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

MOOREFIELD/PALMERSTON! Cash crop and 
hog operation with �nishing, nursery and older 
livestock barns, driving shed 1500 s/f bungalow 
with new kitchen/family room, three bedrooms, 
two bathrooms and attached double garage.  MLS.$1,400,000

This starter home o�ers country 

BERT MARTIN, BROKER

Your referrals are
appreciated!

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068

ALLI  
NORRIS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519-577-6248

BILL  
NORRIS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519-588-1348

519-669-2772
R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

TRACEY
WILLIAMS
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519-505-0627

SPACIOUS 4-level back split in 
the quiet village of DRAYTON. 
Oversized kitchen w/ walkout to 
covered deck overlooking deep 
lot.  3+1 bedrooms, 2 baths, dble 
garage.  MLS. $229,900.

OPEN HOUSE

3 BEDROOM BRICK BUNGALOW 
w/ updated flooring.  Gas f/p in 
rec. rm, Updated furnace.  Games 
room potential!  Large rear yard, 
shed w/hydro.  MLS. $239,900. 

SUN. MARCH 29TH,  2-4 PM 
71 Edward St. S., Drayton

INVESTMENT PROPERTY well 
maintained 5 plex, always fully 
occupied! Laundry in each unit. 
One 3 bdrm. unit. Roof (‘05).  Lots 
of parking. Shows a good return on 
your investment! MLS. $499,000.

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE! 
3 bdrm, 2 bath all brick home 

  !ogotsenoC ni teerts teiuq no
Large eat-in kitchen.  Heated dbl 
garage/workshop.  Fenced yard. 
MLS. $309,000. 

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOME - 3 bdrms, 
  .etiusne retaehc .lcni ,shtab 2

Ceramic, laminate flooring, w/o 
  .dray depacsdnal dna kced ot

Finished rec. rm, c/a, central vac. 
MLS REDUCED TO $221,900.

WELCOME HOME -lovely 3 
bedroom, 2 bath home, nestled 
in the Village of St. Jacobs.  LR & 
DR with hardwood.  Gas fireplace. 
Main floor master and updated 
bath.  Eatin kitchen.  Finished 
rec. rm.,office & 3pc.  MLS. 
$289,900.

SPACIOUS  home c lose  to 
  .hcrop tnorf gnitivnI !nwotnwod

Lovely family room addition w/ 
gas fireplace.  Cherry kitchen 

  .shtab 3  .secnailppa ni tliub/w
  .oitap ot o/w .mr .cer dehsiniF
  .SLM .riA/c .foor reweN .dehS

$264,900.

GREAT LOCATION -- quiet crescent 
close to downtown! 3 bdrm 
bungalow with updated kitchen 
countertop & backsplash, laminate 
on main flr., c/a, workshop, storage 
shed. NEW MLS $264,900.

ANSWER: There ARE no differences! April Fool! Now give this puzzle to a friend as a prank.

ENDORPHINS
DOLPHIN
FRANCE
TRICK
SPEECHES
JESTERS
JOKES
APRIL
HURT
LAUGHS
FLUBS
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SILLY
EYES
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Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

L

Y

H

T

A

Y

S

H

I

Rewrite the headlines in today’s newspaper
or e-edition so that they mean the exact

opposite.

In many parts of the world,
the first day in April is known
as April Fools’ Day. This is
a day when tricks are played
on people in a spirit of fun.
IMPORTANT: Anyone
who plays a mean trick is

just being mean. It is never
funny to hurt another

person’s body or feelings.

How many differences can you find between these two jesters?

In France, children like to
________ a “fishy” April
Fools’ ________ on their
friends.

The trick is to __________ a
small paper fish on a friend’s _______ without
the friend ____________. Then all day your
friend will be the “April Fool.” (In France
they call it Poisson d’Avril which means
“April Fish.”)

But watch out! Your ________ may have
stuck a fish or two on your back as well!

In Newfoundland,
you can only play
April Fools’ jokes

until noon!

Know someone who isn’t feeling
well? Tell them a joke. It might help
with healing!

Dr. William Fry of the Stanford
School of Medicine says that 100
laughs are equal to 15 minutes of
riding a bike. Stronger muscles around
the lungs help people breathe better.

Many doctors are finding that laughing
is good for our health. When we laugh,
chemicals called endorphins (en-
DOOR-fins) are released from the
brain. Endorphins make a person feel
happy. They can also kill pain. So, if
you laugh the next time you fall, it
might hurt a little less!

Cut out this phony “news article” and
hand it to a friend. After they’ve read it,

say “April Fool.”

MIAMI – A dolphin at Oceanside Theme Park
has developed a vocabulary of a few words
and can whistle the hit tune “Beyond the Sea.”

Keeku, a bottlenose dolphin, shocked trainers
Wednesday by squeaking “More, please!”
after being fed a handful of fish during show
rehearsals. The dolphin also said the words
“bubbles” and “splash.”

Scientists have rushed to Oceanside to study
Keeku. If her ability to speak can be further
developed, it could provide historic
breakthroughs in interspecies communication.

How many Fs are in this sentence?

ANSWER: Did you count six Fs? Most people do. But there
are really nine. Many people overlook the word “of” in this

activity. Try it on a favorite friend!

Have a friend give you each type of
word to fill in the blanks. Then read the

story aloud!

Jason was always playing jokes

on his friends. He would often

___________  to the park

carrying ___________________

in his arms. He would carefully

___________ one below

every swing in the playground.

Unsuspecting kids soon found

themselves covered in

____________  ____________.

Finally, Jason learned his lesson.

While filling a _________ with

___________  _____________,

he suddenly sneezed, sending

___________ in every direction.

It took him hours to __________

through the mess. Even now,

months later, Jason will

sometimes step on a _________

__________ and be reminded

of how a prank can backfire.

Write a sentence in which most of
the words start with the same letter.
Lottie loves laughing at Larry’s

lazy llama.
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IN MEMORIAM

FAMILY ALBUM »

IN MEMORIAM

In memory of a beloved wife and loving mother 
Sharon, who passed away two years ago 

March 29, 2007.

The heart is like a treasure chest
Thats fi lled with souvenirs

It’s there we keep the memories
We’ve gathered through the years

Your memory is our keepsake
With which we’ll never part
God has you in his keeping
We have you in our hearts

As you reside in the arms of angels
May you fi nd comfort there

In our memories forever
Lovingly remembered

John, Ryan & Eric

Jim McLeod - March 27, 2007
PAPA IS OUR ANGEL
My papa is my angel
his love is all around,

he protects me cause I’m little
and keeps me safe and sound.

He smiles when I am happy
And hugs me when I cry,
He never misses anything

Cause’ he’s watching from the sky.

I hope to be just like him
Oh, the many things I’ll be
My papa tells me everyday,
He loves me cause’ I’m me.

My papa is my angel
He often holds my hand

I know that he is with me...
I see his footprints in the sand.

Love Ava, Mason, Mirella And family

STAG & DOE

Stag & Doe 
for

Paula DeSousa &
Dave Geerlinks

April 18th

Doors open at 8pm
St. Jacobs Community Centre

Tickets $10
Great Music, Amazing food, Raffl es, and door prize

ANNIVERSARY

John & Millie Sanders
are Celebrating Their 

50th Anniversary!
Surprise Open House

March 28/09
1:00pm to 4:00pm

Upstairs Hall
Royal Canadian Legion ~ Elmira

BIRThDAY

Sweetie 
is 40!

Happy Birthday

Mom, 
Olivia & Roger

STAG & DOE

Stag & Doe
Lee Snelling &
Linnea Merz

Saturday, April 11th, 2009
Elmira Lion’s Hall

8pm - 1am

Great Prizes, Lunch Provided,
Music by DJ
$10/ticket

BIRThDAY CONGRATuLATIONSBIRThDAY

Congratulations 
Erin!

Erin Spink 
received 

her Masters 
Degree in 

Arts-
Leadership 
from the 

University 
of Guelph. 
Continued 
success in 
your career 

and academic 
studies

Love, 
Mom & Dad

From “wee habs” to “new grad” to “old hand”, 
you keep improving with age.

HAPPY 50th BIRTHDAY HAROLD
(March 29, 2009)

Love & Best Wishes from Sharon, Kyle, Dave & Mark

IN MEMORIAM

JAN WILLEM FREDERIK SWIJTERS
December 30, 1925 – March 20, 2009 Jan 
passed away peacefully at home with his 
family on Friday, March 20, 2009.
Beloved husband of Janny (nee Nielsen). Dear 

father of Elizabeth Lyons and her husband Ernest 
and William (Bill) Swijters and his wife Mabel 
(nee Jamison).  Grandfather of Jessica Passmore 
(Luke), Julia Swijters, Darragh Lyons, and Ciara 
Lyons.  Great-grandfather of Evan Passmore and 
Wyatt Swijters.  Brother of Willem Swijters (Tjep) 
of Nunspeet, The Netherlands. Also survived by 
sister-in-law Klazina Wasylycia (Harry) and nieces 
and nephews in Canada and The Netherlands.
Predeceased by his parents Willem F. Swijters 

(1974) and Annetje Swijters (nee Ten Brink) (1993).
Born in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, he 

emigrated to Canada with his wife, daughter, and 
father-in-law in 1952 and lived in Winterbourne 
from 1954 - 1999.
Jan served in Indonesia from 1946 –1949 with the 1st 

Division 7 Dec. of the Dutch Army K.N.I.L.  He was 
former treasurer of Meyer Industrial Distributors, 
Waterloo and became a C.G.A. in 1974.  Jan was 
a longtime member of Conestogo United Church, 
more recently a member of Parkminster United 
Church in Waterloo.  Jan enjoyed “the teas” at the 
condo where he lived for almost 10 years.
The family thanks the staff of the Waterloo 

Wellington Community Care Access Centre for the 
care received enabling Jan to be at home.
Friends gathered at the Erb & Good Family 

Funeral Home, 171 King Street South, Waterloo, 
on Wednesday, March 25, 2009 from 12 to 12:45 
p.m. The memorial service followed in the 
chapel of the funeral home at 1 p.m. with Rev. 
Elaine Graham officiating. Interment at Memory 
Gardens, Breslau, will take place at a later date.
Condolences for the family and memorial 

donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation of 
Ontario or the Kidney Foundation of Ontario may 
be arranged through the funeral home at www.
erbgood.com or 519.745.8445. 
In living memory of Jan, a donation will be 

made to the Trees for Learning Program by the 
funeral home. 

   In loving memory of

           Jane Ellen Black
                 March 26th, 2007

Our memories build a special bridge
when loved ones have to part

To help us feel we’re with them still
and soothe a grieving heart.

Our memories span
the years we shared,

preserving ties that bind,
They build a special

bridge of love
and bring us peace of mind.

Believe

Dear Jane, we want to thank you for the 
miracle and gift of Jacob and Samuel
God Bless You, Bob, Jenny and Dayna 

OBITuARY

Semi - 1 bedroom,   »
1,200 sq. ft., close to St.  
Jacobs, private drive,  
$1200 plus utilities. All  
appliances included.    
519-664-1358.

St. Jacobs - Upscale   »
apt. in village core. One 
+  bedroom, controlled 
entrance, includes 5 ap-
pliances, ensuite laun-
dry,  A/C. 1,064 SF. Rent  
$1,200 per month  (utili-
ties extra). Available  im-
mediately. Steps away  
from excellent shopping,  
restaurants, theatre, na-
ture trails. 519-664-2293  
ext. 322.

REAL ESTATE

Farm For Sale.  » 150  
acres Listowel-Wallace  
Township. 108 acres in  
crops. House; large brick  
4-bedroom. Bank barn  72’ 
x 60’, shed 64’ x 40’.  Call 
519-291-2828.

COMM/IND FOR 
RENT

740 sq. ft  » space avail-
able, suitable for  retail/
office/medical.  Freshly 
painted new  unit/parking 
- excellent  frontage on 
busy road -  Main St. Con-
estogo.  519-664-0040.

Elmira Store -  » Main  
Street. 1560 sq ft. plus  
unfi nished basement with  
shelving, front & rear en-
trances. Move in condi-
tion. $1170.00/mth. plus  
utilities and taxes. Coach  
House Realty Inc. Broker-
age. 519-669-5431.

TRADES &  
SERVICES 

CRD Accounting Ser- »
vices - Income Tax (E-
File  Services), Small 
business account ing, 
payroll,  and government 
filings.  Chuck Downs, 
95 Aspen  Cr., Elmira.   
519-669-1498; cell   
519-569-1744.

Income Tax  Com- »
pleted.  Woolwich Com-
munity  Services has 
trained volunteers avail-
able to complete your 
income tax return. This 
service is offered free of 
charge to  people with 
limited income. To find 
out if you  qualify drop by 
or call  Woolwich Com-
munity  Services at 73 
Arthur St.  S., Elmira.  
519-669-5139.

GARAGE SALES

Huge Annual Garage   »
Sale for Lighthouse  Chil-
dren’s Home. April  24th - 
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.,  April 25th 
7 a.m. - 2 p.m.  at 7218 
Line 86, Wal lenstein. 
Lots of children’s  clothes 
and variety of other items 
as well as baking, BBQ, 
Tupperware,  and Living 
Books. Donated items 
still accepted.  Call Doris 
at  519-669-3254.

KidsAbility Take &  »
Donate Garage Sale. 
Sat.  Apr. 4, 8 a.m. - ? 
97 Arthur St. S. (South 
St)  Elmira. Proceeds will 
be  donated to KidsAbil-
ity.  Household, Webkins 
Pets  with no codes and 
more!

To place a Family Album ad, contact: sales@ObserverXtra.com or visit www.ObserverXtra.com

» Continued from PG 23

RENTALS

BIRThDAY BIRThDAYBIRThDAYBIRThDAY

HAPPY 7TH

BIRTHDAY 

PARKER!
Love from

 Mom, Dad, Finnegan 
& Sponge Bob
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»CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates

West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Submit calendar listings to 
info@observerxtra.com

9 CHURCH STREET EAST, ELMIRA

519.669.8362

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

519.669.2884

Spring is
Coming!

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA
519-669-1535

KITCHENER
519-744-9770

 
• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on
    repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Since 1987 - DentureTech
1995 - Denturist

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira

519.669.0799

A Fine Wine
Establishment

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

EVENTS CALENDAR »
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Truck & 
Trailer 

Maintenance

Cardlock 
Fuel 

Management

DEATh NOTICE

MARCh 29
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church is hosting a presentation by Howard Dyck, artis- »

tic director of the Grand Philharmonic Choir and members of the choir on J.S. Bach: 
The Fifth Evangelist at 4 p.m. Come and experience the power of Bach’s music. A 
free-will offering will be received by missions. Refreshments to follow; 131 Flaxmill 
Dr., Conestogo.  

Southern Gospel Concert featuring The Johnson Quartet. One concert only, 7  »
p.m. Waterloo North Presbyterian Church at Northfield Drive and Westmount Road. 
Free-will offering, wheelchair accessible; 519-888-7870.

MARCh 31
Bereavement Support Group 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Woolwich Community  »

Health Centre, specifically for ladies who are grieving the death of a spouse. Six-
week sessions looking at a booklet called “Geneses” by J. K. Saynor, bereavement 
educator. No cost. For more information call the Hospice Coordinator Lorraine 519-
664-3794, ext. 229.

APRIL 1
Chrohn’s  & Colitis – The Naturopathic Approach. Speaker Dr. Joanna Thiessen  »

B.Sc., N.D., doula, owner and director of George Street Naturopathic Medicine, will 
discuss a natural approach to living with Crohn’s and Colitis; 7 p.m. at Kitchener 
Public Library, 85 Queen St. N., Kitchener. 

APRIL 5
Two-hour hike on the newest trails in Breslau, 2 p.m. Join Loretta and Lisa to  »

discover the two newest trails in Breslau: the Hopewell Trail and the Riverland Trail.  
Please dress for possible wet, rainy weather.  Meet Lorretta and Lisa at Breslau Pub-
lic school, located at 58 Joseph Street (at the corner of Joseph and Dolman streets). 
Call Paul Miller (664-3643) to confirm meeting times and locations.  

Hungryman’s Breakfast, $5 all you can eat; 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Royal Cana- »
dian Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. 

Community Care Concepts of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot are hosting the  »
Schneider Male Chorus on at Woodside Bible Fellowship from 7-9 p.m., 200 Barn-
swallow Dr., Elmira. Tickets may be purchased at the Community Care Concepts of-
fice, 28A South St. E., Elmira or at the church office the night of the concert. Tickets 
$10 per person, children are free. Come out and support our senior population. For 
information, call 519-669-3023 or 519-749-0784. 

APRIL 6
Enjoy A Taste Of Woolwich: 10 Mile Diet. Learn how to eat a 10 mile diet in  »

Waterloo Region;  5-8 p.m. Come meet local farmers and join us for an evening of 
fun family activities, chef demonstrations and food samples from local restaurants. 
St. Jacobs Community Centre, 29 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Free admission. 

APRIL 15
Spring Card Party to be held at St. Clement’s Parish Hall, St. Clements. Doors  »

open at 6 p.m. Lunch will be served at 6:30 p.m. There will be lots of prizes, 50/50 
draws and a quilt raffle. Admission is $5. Everyone welcome! Sponsored by the St. 
Clements’ Christian Mothers’ Society. 

APRIL 18
Alternative Energy Tour – 1-4 p.m. Solar energy: tour Paul Parker’s solar-powered  »

home at 112 Grandview Dr., Conestogo. Strawbale home: visit Paul Psutka’s straw-
bale, geothermal home, 10 Chalmers, Winterbourne. Ride the YMCA veggie bus. 
Free shuttle buses leave for the tour approximately every half hour from the St. 
Jacobs arena, 29 Parkside Dr. 

Green Technology Fair: Green Living On A Budget – 11 a.m. – 5 p.m. Learn about  »
simple inexpensive ways to reduce your energy use. Talk with solar, geothermal and 
other green energy providers/consultants, buy green products, learn about simple 
inexpensive ways to reduce your water and energy use, home energy audits, car-
sharing and much more! St. Jacobs arena, 29 Parkside Dr. Free admission. 

APRIL 19
Two-hour birding hike on the Health Valley Trail in St. Jacobs, 2 p.m. Join Mark  »

Bauman for birding and hiking. Meet at the kiosk at the trail entrance behind the 
fire station in St. Jacobs. Take King St. N. to Albert St., turn right on Albert St. and 
continue to the kiosk at the back of the parking lot. The trail rating is first half stone 
dust, second half natural path. Call Paul Miller (664-3643) to confirm meeting times 
and locations.

DOBSON, Mary (Mrs. 
Edmund E.)  

– Peacefully on Monday, 
March 23, 2009 at Cha-
teau Gardens, Elmira, 
Mary (Buckton) Dob-
son in her 93rd year, of 
Elmira.

HAID, Matilda Mary 

– Peacefully passed 
away, with family at 
her side, on March 21, 
2009.

HERGOTT, Bruce J. 

– With his family by his 
side on Friday, March 
20, 2009 at Lisaard 
House, Cambridge, 
Bruce of Wellesley in his 
72nd year.

HOFFELE, Joseph 

– Of Harriston and Wi-
arton, at Caressant Care 
Nursing Home, Harris-
ton, on Thursday, March 
19, 2009, in his 78th 
year.  Local relatives are 
daughter Cyndy Klooster 
and her husband Harold 
of Elmira.

HOWLETT, Ethel (Mrs. 
Clifford)

- Peacefully, on Fri-
day, March 20, 2009, 
at Chateau Gardens, 
Elmira. Ethel (Flewwel-
ing) Howlett, in her 94th 
year, of Elmira.

KRAEMER, Gertrude 
Catherine (nee Cassel)

- Peacefully on Wednes-
day, March 18, 2009 at 
Leisureworld Care Cen-
tre, Elmira in her 83rd 
year.

MARTIN, Melinda (Mrs. 
Urias M.)

- Peacefully on Satur-
day, March 21, 2009 at 
her residence, Melinda 
Martin in her 78th year 
of Floradale.

McKEE, Gerald 
Humphries

- Peacefully on Friday, 
March 20, 2009 at KW 
Health Centre, Gerald 
McKee, age 89 years of 
St. Jacobs, formerly of 
Elmira.

EASY

MEDIuM

hARD

»SUDOKU SOLUTION



THE OBSERVER  |  Saturday, March 28, 200932 | BACK PAGE

NOW EARN
AEROPLAN® MILES

HOURS
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6 
Fridays          8-9 
Saturdays     8-5 
Sundays       12-5

1421 King St. N,
Downtown St. Jacobs
519-664-3301

www.homefurniture.ca

EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!

1 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.3072 |  www.elmiragiftoutlet.com1 Union St., Elmira | 519.669.3072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:30; Saturday 9:30-5:00; Closed Sundays

With each purchase pick an egg from our 
basket. Inside is a gift for you or a discount to 

be applied to your purchase.

April 6 -11 (Closed Good Friday, April 10)

EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!EGG-CITING EASTER SALE!
Save With Our...

R E T I R E M E N T  R E S I D E N C E

10 WATER STREET, ST. JACOBS, ON

  

www.primetimeliving.ca

Saturday April 4th
Magic Show for the kids starts at 2pm. 
Kids start the Easter Egg Hunt at 3pm.

Homemade cookies of course with tea/coffee.

Please bring your own baskets to collect the goodies!

FREE to all children accompanied by their grandparents.FREE to all children accompanied by their grandparents.FREE to all children accompanied by their grandparents.
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