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Even in the current economic climate, 
Woolwich’s outside workers will receive 
pay increases of  three per cent annually 
over the next three years, as the township 
this week reached a new collective bar-
gaining agreement with 19 members of  the 
Canadian Union of  Public Employees local 
1542.

The contract, effective Jan. 1, replaces the 
previous three-year deal that expired Dec. 
31. For this year, the deal brings the average 
wage to $22.50.

Formally, the new agreement gives workers 
a 1.5-per-cent wage increase each year. A fur-
ther “market adjustment” of  1.31 to 1.56 per 
cent will be applied annually to each worker’s 
pay, effectively making the rate approximate-
ly three per cent.

The market adjustment was negotiated to 
bring employees’ wages in line with what 
is being paid in comparable municipalities, 
explained chief  administrative offi cer David 
Brenneman.

Aware that the increases are out of  line 
with private-sector raises, he said the town-
ship is forced to negotiate based on what 
other municipalities have settled on recent-
ly, noting the Woolwich deal is very similar 
to what Wellesley Township gave its workers 
last year.

“The reality of  the situation is that we’re 
not comparing public to private, but we’re 
negotiating in a climate where we’re com-
pared to other municipalities. The union is 
looking for parity among neighbours.”

For 2010, the wage increase will add an-
other $27,800 to the budget, said director of  
fi nance Richard Petherick.

Woolwich 
workers get 3% 
wage increase
Township agrees to new
three-year deal with
its unionized employees
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GEMINI MOTORS

*Ratings of “Good” are the highest rating awarded for 40-mph frontal offset, 31-mph side-impact and 20-mph rear-impact crash tests conducted by the Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety (IIHS) (www.iihs.org). A “Good” rating obtained in all three crash tests plus a “Good” rating in new roof strength testing and the availability of Electronic Stability 
Control (ESC) (Vehicle Dynamics Control) achieves a 2010 Top Safety Pick. 

Essential winter gear – 
toque, shovel,  a top safety pick.

SUBARU IS THE ONLY MANUFACTURER WITH 2010 IIHS 
TOP SAFETY PICKS FOR ALL MODELS.
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JONI MILTENBURG

Yvonne Martin was in her sixties and 
a grandmother of  10, but she had the 
energy of  a much younger woman. 
During her annual mission trips to 
Haiti, she rode in the back of  a pickup 
truck and slept on a dirt fl oor without 
complaining or losing any enthusi-
asm for the work she was doing.

Martin, 67, died in Tuesday’s devas-

Caring about others is what 
brought Elmira nurse to Haiti
Making her fourth mission trip to impoverished country to provide
medical assistance, Yvonne Martin died in devastating earthquake

tating earthquake in Haiti. She was 
the fi rst confi rmed Canadian casu-
alty of  the magnitude seven quake.

Martin was part of  a team of  seven 
nurses from the Kitchener-Water-
loo area that was in Haiti to conduct 
medical clinics in the northern part 
of  the country. This was her fourth 
trip to Haiti; she made the trip ev-
ery January.

“This had been her focus since she 
retired,” said Martin’s oldest son Luke.

Luke and his brothers Terry and 
Dean gathered at Terry’s home 
Thursday afternoon to share memo-
ries of  their mother. An active wom-
an who loved people and had an open-
door policy, she was also prayerful, 
and faith was a big part of  her life.

Yvonne was a nurse at the Elmira 
Medical Centre for more than 30 years 
before she retired. After retirement, 
she dedicated a great deal of  her time 

A GIVING SPIRIT Yvonne Martin, seen here with husband Ron, was killed when the building she was in collapsed during the earthquake that hit Haiti.
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Two studies have 
deemed the area around 
the West Montrose cov-
ered bridge to be histori-
cally significant. Now a 
third will decide if  the 
environment is to be 
designated a cultural 
heritage landscape.

If  this week’s council 
meeting is any indica-
tion, the process will be 
more turbulent than the 
water flowing under the 
landmark structure.

In a split vote Tuesday 
night, council opted to 
launch the formal study 
and public consultations 
needed under the Plan-
ning and Heritage acts 
to consider protecting 
the area surrounding 
the bridge. The town-
ship will also draft an 
interim control bylaw 
to prevent any develop-
ment while the year-long 
process is underway. 
That would likely put on 

Heritage study to look at covered bridge protections
Council, residents split on the need for formal review of cultural heritage landscape designation

hold the Capital Paving 
application for a gravel 
pit near the bridge.

The bylaw is expected 
to be discussed by coun-
cil Feb. 9.

While the prospect of  
a cultural heritage land-
scape (CHL) designation 
has been under discus-
sion since a Region of  
Waterloo study in 2006, 
the application for a 
gravel pit license has 
brought the process to a 
head. For director of  en-
gineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley, the ques-
tion of  whether or not 
the area gets the CHL 
label must be answered 
before the aggregate op-
eration can be properly 
assessed.

“[Under] the circum-
stances that confront us 
in West Montrose, I be-
lieve that it is a must – it 
flows from the provin-
cial policy statements 
indicating that signifi-
cant cultural heritage 
landscapes should be 

conserved,” he said of  
the need for a study.

Not all councillors 
were in agreement, how-
ever. Mayor Bill Strauss 
and Coun. Ruby Weber 
opposed going down 
the CHL road, seeing it 
as another delay in the 
township’s review of  the 
gravel pit.

Strauss added that pub-
lic input he’s received so 
far indicates most of  the 
residents are opposed to 
the restrictions they see 
coming with a heritage 
designation.

But Coun. Mark Bau-
man argued the matter 
needs to be resolved for-
mally, not just dismissed 
out of  hand.

“We need to look at this 
… either go down that 
road or put the issue 
to rest, one way or the 
other. We need some an-
swers.”

Both Kennaley and 
chief  administrative of-
ficer David Brenneman 
indicated failing to 

deal with the CHL is-
sue could complicate 
the gravel pit issue, ei-
ther at an Ontario Mu-
nicipal Board hearing 
or in court should legal 
action be instigated by 
any of  the interested 
parties.

Given the push for 
quick action from Capi-
tal Paving – the compa-
ny’s lawyer attended the 
meeting, calling for a de-
ferral on the CHL study 
– and the divide in pub-
lic opinion, a legal chal-
lenge remains a strong 
possibility.

The division among 
West Montrose residents 
was evident in the pre-
sentations to council 
Tuesday night.

Nathan Hallman, a 
member of  the West 
Montrose residents’ as-
sociation known as the 
Bridge Keepers, pressed 
for the CHL designation, 
noting the region has al-
ready lost a number of  
historic buildings and 

sites over the years.
Meanwhile, longtime 

resident Les Bauman 
challenged the need 
for any heritage des-
ignation, saying there 
are enough measures 
in place to protect the 
bridge and its surround-
ings.

“Why would we want 
another level of  controls 
and restrictions im-
posed on our homes and 
properties?”

He and other residents 
chafed at the idea of  a 
municipal body having 
a say over any changes 
– additions, remodeling 
and the like – they may 
want to make to their 
homes.

Just what restrictions 
might apply in the event 
of  a CHL designation, 
however, remains an un-
known factor.

Kennaley said the ex-
tent of  heritage protec-
tion, if  any, would be 
determined through the 
process, with the word-

ing ultimately decided 
by council.

Confusion about the 
subject appears to be the 
order of  the day, added 
Bauman, calling for ex-
tensive public consulta-
tion and dialogue.

“If  I was a resident of  
that area, I would want 
to know specifically 
what restrictions – be 
they from an interim 
control bylaw or a cul-
tural heritage designa-
tion – that will have on 
my property.”

His comments were 
echoed by Coun. Sandy 
Shantz, who stressed 
the CHL process pre-
dates the Capital Pav-
ing application and 
needs to be resolved 
before a decision on the 
gravel pit.

“There’s a lot of  black 
and white out there, 
but really there a lot of  
shades of  gray, and I 
think that’s we have to 
define, and that’s what 
this study will do.”

Quake: Martin had developed a strong attachment to Haiti
» From cover

A CLOSE-KNIT GROUP Yvonne Martin, her husband Ron, her three sons (Dean, Luke and Terry) and their spouses, and her 10 grandchildren at a recent 
family gathering. See www.observerxtra.com for additional information and photos.

to Haiti; she spent all 
year planning and fund-
raising for her trip and 
practicing her Haitian 
Creole. 

Val Thomson, a friend 
and coworker of  Mar-
tin’s for 29 years, said 
Martin always encour-
aged her to go to Haiti.

“She was always almost 
overwhelmed by the pov-
erty and didn’t feel like 
she was doing enough,” 
Thomson said. “She was 
the most loving, caring 
and kind person I ever 
knew, and a great role 
model – I always wanted 
to be like her.”

One of  the things Yvonne 
enjoyed about her trips to 
Haiti was returning to the 
same communities and 
seeing all her hundreds of  
patients again.

After her many years 
of  nursing in Elmira, 
she had even wider con-
nections in this area. 

Luke, who now lives 
in San Diego, said he 
could ask her about high 
school friends he hadn’t 
seen in 10 years, and she 
could tell him how they 
were doing, who they 
had married and how 
many children they had.

“It wasn’t that she was 
a busybody; she really 
cared about people.”

Dr. Michael Norris, 
who knew Martin since 
he started at the Elmira 
Medical Centre 25 years 
ago, said she was a men-
tor for many of  the nurs-
es and new physicians. 
Not only was she famil-
iar with office procedure, 
but her knowledge of  the 
community and the fami-
lies who came into clinic 
was always helpful.

“It was often invalu-
able, understanding 
who you’re dealing 
with, not just the item 
at hand,” Norris said.

After her retirement, 
she still dropped by the 
medical centre and was 
happy to help out when 
needed, as when they 
asked for help with 
holding H1N1 immuni-
zation clinics last fall.

Martin’s team, spon-
sored by the Evangeli-
cal Missionary Church 
of  Canada, was sched-
uled to be in Haiti for 
two weeks. They ar-
rived in the capital, 
Port-au-Prince, shortly 
before the quake and 
had just settled into 
their guest house when 
the tremors struck and 

the building collapsed.
Communication lines 

out of  the country have 
been disrupted; fami-
lies of  the other mem-
bers of  the team re-
ceived updates via text 
message.

Bob Raymer, whose 
wife Marilyn was in 
Haiti with the team, 
said they practiced 
texting just the week 
before she left. It was 
through text message 
that he learned there 
had been an earth-
quake, and that Yvonne 
was missing.

The guest house they 
were supposed to be 
staying in is Wall’s 
International Guest 
House, started by a 
couple from Waterloo 
and a source of  funds 
for the Foundation for 
International Devel-
opment Assistance. 
The destruction of  the 
guesthouse is another 
blow to the devastated 
country, as the money 
raised by hosting tour-
ists, medical teams and 
mission groups went 
back into development 
projects in Haiti.

On Thursday, the oth-
er six members of  the 
group were still at the 
airport, waiting for a mil-
itary transport plane that 
was to take them to Do-
minican Republic. From 
there, the team was to fly 
back to Canada.

Luke, Terry, Dean and 
their father Ron have 
been supported by an 
outpouring of  sympa-
thy and offers of  help 
from people in the com-
munity – many of  them 
people that Yvonne had 
helped in the past.

“Community for her 

was so big,” Luke said. 
“It’s a real loss.”

Anyone wishing to do-
nate to the Mennonite 
Central Committee’s di-
saster relief  effort can 
do so at Brian’s Photo, 
Arthur Street South in 
Elmira. Cheques are pre-
ferred, but cash is also 
acceptable, and receipts 
will be issued. Cheques 
should be made out to 
MCC or MCC Ontario.

The Elmira branches 
of  TD Bank, Bank of  
Montreal and RBC are 
accepting donations to 
the Red Cross.

ON A MISSION Yvonne Martin, 
seen here travelling in the back of 
a pickup truck, was used to rough-
ing it in Haiti.
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“I get frustrated when the differences between Mennonites 
are down to what they allow and don’t allow.”

Barb DraperLEADING OFF »

PHOTO | jOni MiLTenbuRg

Family tree branches into book
Elmira’s Barb Draper has spent a decade researching the history of local Mennonites and their cultures

TRACING HER ROOTS barb Draper displays a family chart she made into a quilt. Researching her family’s history led her into writing a book about the history of Mennonites in Woolwich Township.

1277 Bridge Street, New Dundee
PHONE: 519-696-2232 FAX 519-696-3477
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STORE HOURS 7am - 6 pm Mon.-Fri., 8am-5pm Sat. Closed Sundays

There is still time to take advantage 
of the Home Renovation Tax Credit !

Pay for your reno/project purchases before February 1st

and have them delivered when you want them.
Free local delivery on purchases over $500 before Feb. 1st.

H.R.T.C
SPECIAL
$10 OFF
any 3.78 L can of
RONA Collection

Interior Paint
Reg. 27.99 – 32.99

Not valid with any
other offer

JONI MILTENBURG

For the past five years, people 
have been asking Barb Draper 
when her book will be out. At 
long last, the answer is “soon.”

Draper spent 10 years re-
searching and writing a book 
on the history of  Mennonites 
in Woolwich Township that 
should finally be published 
this spring.

“It’s been a long time in the 
making,” she said.

It was her interest in geneal-
ogy and researching her roots 
that led Draper into Mennon-
ite history. While working on 
her history degree, she took 
a sociology course at Conrad 
Grebel College, University of  
Waterloo. The professor’s first 
assignment for the class was 
to research their ancestors 
and do a family chart.

Draper is Mennonite – her 

maiden name is Frey – and she 
is connected to the Martins, 
Brubachers and Baumans. 
Most of  her ancestors came 
to this area from Pennsyl-
vania in the first half  of  the 
19th century, while the Freys 
arrived in Canada from Ger-
many in 1848. 

Mennonites didn’t record a 
lot of  their history, she said, 
but what they did was often in 
the form of  family histories. 
She has been able to trace her 
family as far back as the 1700s, 
and some branches as far as 
the 1600s.

About 10 years ago, Draper 
went back to school for her 
master’s degree in theology. 
She was fascinated by chan-
ges in worship pattern among 
Mennonites and how they re-
flected changes in theology. 
When she ran into the publish-
er of  Pandora Press, she told 
him that she was considering 

writing a history of  Mennon-
ites in Woolwich Township.

“If  you write it, I’ll publish 
it,” he told her.

There hasn’t been an academ-
ic study of  Mennonites in Wool-
wich, so Draper relied on what 
writings there were and a num-
ber of  interviews with mem-
bers of  different churches.

The first chapter of  the book 
details the origins of  the Men-
nonites in Switzerland and 
their moves to Pennsylvania 
and then to Woolwich. She has 
also put together a descrip-
tion of  what Mennonite daily 
life was like in the 1800s, when 
the groups were still reason-
ably homogenous.

The next chapters describe 
the different groups as they 
appeared, beginning with Old 
Order Mennonites and mov-
ing through David Martin 
Mennonites, Markham Men-
nonites and then the Conser-

vative Mennonites, who split 
off  in the 1960s. Another chap-
ter is dedicated to Old Colony 
Mennonites, dubbed Mexican 
Mennonites, who have immi-
grated to Canada from Mexico 
in recent years.

The schisms and splits fol-
lowed years of  contention, 
Draper explained, and at the 
root are changes in theology.

“I get frustrated when the dif-
ferences between Mennonites 
are down to what they allow 
and don’t allow, because the 
differences are deeper than 
that. That’s why I passionately 
wanted to write this book.”

She wrote the book with her 
friends and neighbours in 
mind, Draper explained. It’s 
not aimed at tourists, but at 
people who know about differ-
ent groups of  Mennonites and 
want a deeper understanding 
of  their history and culture.

She acknowledges that by the 

time the book is published, 
it will already be out of  date. 
There have been changes to 
worship practice, new con-
gregations formed and the 
migration of  others. Land is 
a driving force for many of  
those changes; agriculture is 
still closely tied to theology in 
conservative Mennonite com-
munities, but it’s simply too 
expensive to farm in Waterloo 
Region. In some communities, 
that has led to more diversity 
of  occupations; others have 
migrated to land that is more 
marginal and less expensive.

Draper finished making fi-
nal changes to the book last 
spring, but she hasn’t been 
sitting around waiting for a 
printed copy to arrive. She 
works two days a week for the 
Mennonite Church of  Canada 
magazine and edits a newslet-
ter for the Mennonite Histori-

See HISTORY page »06
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Time is ripe for alternative energy, conservation in homes
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Elmira
Bowl

“Maker of Champions”

INTRODUCING

Mondays 6pm-9:30pm
Tuesdays 6pm-9:30pm

BOWL 3 PAY FOR 2 TUESDAYS
Thursdays 5pm-7pm

Fridays 1pm-7pm (Every Other Friday)

Fridays 1pm-8:30pm (Other Friday)

Saturdays 12noon-10pm
Sundays 1pm-6pm

TIMES
SUBJECT
TO CHANGE

Living in a house 
built in the 1970s, 
I’m well aware of  
just how inadequate 
building standards 
can be, not to men-
tion the lack of  
foresight about the 
impacts – environ-
mental and financial 

– of  poor design.
The place was built with electric 

baseboard heating, ridiculously ineffi-
cient and wasteful even when electric-
ity was much less expensive – these 
were the days of  too-cheap-to-meter, af-
ter all. The house has been retrofitted 
for central heating, but still bears the 
hallmarks of  the era. Some added in-
sulation and better windows and doors 
have helped, but the bar was set so low 
that nothing short of  a major over-
haul would make it something more in 
keeping with today’s standards.

Not that the current code is anything 
to crow about. To be sure, the On-
tario Building Code adopted in 2006 
improves on past requirements for 
energy efficiency, in part simply by re-
instating some of  the standards rolled 
back by the Harris government. But 
the minimum targets are far behind 
what’s possible today. And because 
builders often do just enough to meet 
code, many houses are simply not as 
efficient as they could be – or should 
be, notes Paul Parker, a professor in 
the University of  Waterloo’s Depart-
ment of  Geography and Environ-
mental Management.

“Builders have the capacity, the abil-

ity to do more. But many of  them just 
build to code. There’s inertia – ‘that’s 
the way we’ve always done it’,” he 
says, citing the example of  projects 
calling for double-glazed windows 
where triple-glazed units are available 
for the same price.

“There’s very little extra cost in-
volved in going from R30 to R50 – why 
not do it well the first time?”

That’s where changes to provincial leg-
islation would help move us more quick-
ly in the direction of  energy efficiency 
– “Improving the code is always good.”

Every upgrade in the standards saves 
energy, a boon to your pocketbook and 
to the environment.

For example, under the new code, full-
height basement insulation only became 
a requirement in 2009. The Canadian 
Energy Efficiency Alliance estimates 
that delay added $32 million in heating 
costs and 120,000 tonnes in greenhouse 
gas emissions over two years, based on 
the construction of  some 60,000 new 
homes each year in Ontario.

Parker knows first-hand just how 
useful insulation and other simple 
measures can be: he helped launch the 
Residential Energy Efficiency Project 
(REEP) in 1999. The organization per-
forms energy audits and makes recom-
mendations to homeowners about how 
to make their dwellings more energy 
efficient. In the past decade REEP has 
assessed more than 11,000 homes in 
Waterloo Region.

Parker’s own house is, as you might 
expect, a model of  energy efficiency. 
His Conestogo home is typically part 
of  Woolwich Healthy Community’s al-

ternative energy tour, part of  healthy 
communities month in April.

Above and beyond good insulation, 
he’s added photovoltaic panels to the 
roof, providing most of  the electricity 
consumed by  the home. 

“The first and the cheapest source 
of  en ergy, of  course, is the energy we 
don’t need to buy.”

The extensive retrofitting Parker 
has done is not for everyone. Where 
he sees greater possibilities is in new 
home construction, where R-2000 and 
even net-zero standards have the abili-
ty to greatly improve energy efficiency.

R-2000 is a made-in-Canada home build-
ing technology that goes well beyond 
building codes. For each home, an en-
ergy target is calculated, taking into con-
sideration size, fuel type, lot orientation 
and location. Typically, R-2000 homes 
will use approximately 30 per cent less 
energy than comparably-sized homes. 

A Net-Zero Energy Home uses renew-
able energy technologies and energy 
efficiency/conservation methods that 
allow homes to consume no electricity 
from the power grid over the course of  
the year. In the summer, for instance, a 
home with solar panels will feed elec-
tricity into the grid, drawing on power 
in the winter months perhaps, with 
the goal of  reaching an annual net use 
equal to zero.

“We have all that technology today,” 
Parker explains, adding that done as 
part of  the initial construction, many 
of  these measures can be done rela-
tively inexpensively.

What we need now is the will, partic-
ularly higher standards and govern-
ment incentives.

Parker points to the mandatory use of  
solar water heaters in Spain as an exam-
ple of  regulations helping to further the 
technology: greater use leads to more in-
novation and to lower per-unit costs.

The other stumbling block is people’s 
fear of  change – few people want to be 
first to try new technology.

“We’re risk averse – we don’t want 
something that will fail.”

Usually, early adopters are those 
who want the cost savings, but also 
see merit in improving environmen-
tal conditions. Each new installation, 
each new building helps to calm those 
fears, changing perceptions by provid-
ing real-world experience.

Parker has been taken with the pos-
sibilities since he was an undergradu-
ate student in the 1970s. Although he 
expected us to be much farther along 
in terms of  conservation and energy 
technologies, he remains optimistic 
changes are on the way.

“It was slower coming than I would 
have expected, but we will get there.”

CARSON BROwN
Store manager, Stoltz Sales and Service

What’s the best part of working here?
The people – meeting the farmers in the area.

What do you do when you’re not working?
Play with the kids, run them to hockey and rin-
gette practice. I have three kids.

What are some of your hobbies?
I play slo-pitch in the summer, I like to travel. I 
enjoy competition plowing and carpentry.

What’s the most interesting place you’ve 
travelled to?
The most interesting place I’ve been is prob-
ably Cuba.

Favourite time of year?
Summer.

Anything you’re looking forward to right 
now?
My family is a big part of my life, so just 
watching my kids grow up.
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King/86 seeks 
additional uses

»in THe SAMe bOAT

REGISTRATION
Tues., Jan. 19.....6-9pm
Thurs., Jan. 21.....6-9pm
Sat., Jan. 23....9am-1pm

REGISTRATION
Tues., Jan. 19
Thurs., Jan. 21.....6-9pm
Sat., Jan. 23

Registration forms online at www.woolwichyouthsoccer.com or at the registration.

TO REGISTER BY MAIL:
Woolwich Youth Soccer Club Box 301 Elmira ON, N3B 2Z7

Mini.....................$60
House...................$90
L6(Select)............$140
L5(Rep)................$180
L4 & above (Rep)..$255

Location: Woolwich Youth Soccer Office
First St. Elmira (Formerly Visitor Info. Center)

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
$22.00$22.00

PER BOX

WED. JANUARY 20,  10:00am - 2:00pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

KATIE EDMONDS

For the cost of  a small 
donation, EDSS students 
looking for some help 
with exam preparation 
will soon be able to en-
list the aid of  university 
students who’ve been 
down that road.

Students Offering Sup-
port is a Waterloo-based 
charity that raises mon-
ey to build schools and 
community centres in 
developing countries, the 
funds coming from uni-
versity volunteers tutor-
ing high school students.

For a $25 donation, the 
younger students can 
spend an evening with 
their counterparts at 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity, being taught by cur-
rent university students 
in an ‘Exam-Aid’ – a 
comprehensive review 
of  the material they’re 
likely to be tested on 
during their upcom-
ing exams. The money 
raised from the program 
in Waterloo Region high 
schools is going towards 
two community develop-
ment projects in Costa 
Rica and Honduras, to 
be built in August by stu-
dent volunteers. 

Students Offering 
Support, or SOS for 

Get some tutoring, help a community overseas
SOS program connects university volunteers with high school students prepping for exams

short, began in 2004 
when a group of  busi-
ness and computer sci-
ence students at WLU 
brainstormed ideas for 
things they could do to 
help their community, 
and came up with the 
idea of  peer tutoring. 
From there, the project 
ballooned and the word 
spread to more and more 
universities across Can-
ada – since 2005, more 
than 600 SOS volunteers 
have tutored some 7,000 

students and raised more 
than $340,000 for various 
communities in Africa 
and Latin America.

From there, SOS ex-
ecutive director Greg 
Overholt decided that 
the movement might be 
able to reach even fur-
ther, this time to high 
schools. The program 
began in Waterloo Re-
gion last year and has 
successfully tutored 190 
students. This year the 
program expanded to 

include Elmira District 
Secondary School as well. 

Overholt said that in 
addition to their exam 
marks getting a boost, 
high school students are 
keen on the overall expe-
rience of  the sessions as 
well. 

“The students seem to 
really like the chance to 
be a university student 
for a night – they get to 
come out and experience 
what it is like to sit in a 
lecture hall, but because 

they are being taught 
by their peers, the ma-
terial is understand-
able and often quite 
fun.”

Nick Timmerman, 
the SOS representative 
for EDSS, said he got 
on board with the pro-
gram because he sees 
how much of  an impact 
these tutoring sessions 
can have on his fellow 
students, who are feel-
ing the crunch around 
exam time. 

“The sessions will 
give students a differ-
ent perspective on the 
information that they 
have learned from their 
regular teachers,” he ex-
plained. “They might not 
understand it in class, 
but when it’s explained 
by someone closer to 
their own age, it might be 
a little bit easier to grasp 
the concepts.”

For many Grade 12 
students like Timmer-
man who are applying 
to university or college, 
the marks from these 
upcoming exams are 
crucial, said Ruxi Co-
man, president of  the 
Waterloo Region High 
School SOS division. 

“Universities and 
colleges look at these 
marks seriously when 
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Looking to add a hair dressing 
establishment and office uses 
to its St. jacobs power centre, 
King/86 Developments was at 
Woolwich council this week re-
questing the necessary official 
plan and zoning changes.
Site operator Smart Centres wants 

to lease space to First Choice Hair-
cutters and Allstate insurance.
under the very specific zoning at 

the Wal-Mart-anchored develop-
ment, those uses are currently not 
permitted.
Although the council chamber 

was full with people, no one was 
there to object to the proposed 
changes. After years of delays and 
wranglings, recent developments 
at the power centre have gone 
without fuss. Planning staff will 
make a recommendation about 
the proposal at a later date, fol-
lowing a review of public input.

it’s not a full-blown church wed-
ding. it’s not the solemn pro-
nouncements of a justice of the 
peace. it’s not even elvis further-
ing the course of love in a Las 
Vegas chapel. but it’s quick and 
close to home for Woolwich resi-
dents looking to tie the knot.
“it” is a new service being of-

fered at the Woolwich municipal 
building, where three adminis-
trative staff members are now 
prepared to speed couples into 
matrimony in exchange for $300.
This is a new service for the 

township, which has no idea how 
many couples will make use of the 
service, clerk Christine brough-
ton told councillors meeting this 
week.

“I do” attitude 
comes to twp. JONI MILTENBURG

Some sleight of  hand, 
stage illusions, baffling 
escapes and, presto!, you 
have all the ingredients 
for a magical and mysti-
fying evening.

Grade 11 drama stu-
dents at Elmira District 
Secondary School are 
wrapping up their unit 
on magic with a show 
for family, friends and 
the community on Jan. 
20. It’s the first time the 
class has staged a magic 
show.

“It’s a chance for them 

EDSS students plan some magic moments
to present and enter-
tain,” said drama teach-
er DJ Carroll.

Carroll and a few ma-
gician friends will be 
joining the students on 
stage as they perform 
big stage illusions, card 
tricks, juggling and com-
edy sketches.

Ethan Bleskie, a fifth-
year student who is 
doing a co-op term in 
Carroll’s classroom, is 
one of  the performers. 
He’ll be doing tricks 
with canes and silk 
handkerchiefs, but 
his favourite part is 
escape magic – Houdi-

ni-style escapes from 
handcuffs or knotted 
ropes. 

The best part of  per-
forming magic tricks 
and illusions is fool-
ing people, he said, and 
watching jaws in the au-
dience drop.

The students have 
spent hours perfecting 
their tricks and rou-
tines; by the time the 

See MAGIC page »06
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See SOS page »07

NOTHIN’ UP MY SLEEVE jess 
Reichard, becca ellig and Steph 
Pulley are three of the students per-
forming in elmira District Secondary 
School’s magic show on jan. 20.

HITTING THE BOOKS eDSS student nick Timmerman, a Students Offering Support volunteer, gets his classmates 
geared up for the upcoming exam preparations.

Floradale Public School is one of 
12 Waterloo Region elementary 
schools that will take part in the 
first phase of the province’s tran-
sition to all-day kindergarten, the 
Ministry of education announced 
this week.
The early Learning Kindergar-

ten Program applies to four- and 
five-year-old children. it will be 
phased into all schools in the 
province over the next five years, 
beginning in September 2010. Flo-
radale will be providing optional 
before and/or after-school, fee-
based programs for kindergarten 
students starting in the fall.
“i think it’s wonderful,” said 

Floradale PS principal Leslie 
Mcnabb. “With the new school 
opening, we will have more than 
enough space, and because many 
of our students have english as 
a second language, it will allow 
them to have much stronger basic 
literacy skills.”  

Floradale PS 
part of launch

www. .com
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Plus a
whole lot

Everything that’s fit to print...Everything that’s fit to print...
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Values In Effect until January 23

www.lensmill.com

HAWKESVILLE

WALLENSTEIN

10

17 17

85
TO ELMIRA

TO WATERLOO

TO ST. JACOBS

TO LINWOOD

NOW OPEN
Mondays to
Saturdays 
9:30-5:00

Closed Sundays

Broadway St.X

Chilly
Savings!

Values In Effect until January 23

Body Bath
Brush

Reg. $4.99/yd

$1.99

Insulated
Jeans

Mens/Teens

Fleece Lined

$29.99

Ladies
Yoga
Pants

Value $7.99
$3.99

Sherpa
Winter Jackets

Fun Fur

Value $59.99$29.99

Len’s has large grouping
CDH Decorating Trims

Redecorating?

1/2 off suggested retail

5pc. Scissor Set
For the avid sewer

$14.99

Drapery Hardware
Cassidy

50% off Len’s low price

50% off Len’s already low price

Entire Stock

Aluminum or 
Doorway Blinds

Knitting
Needles

Entire Stock

Len’s already low price
30% off

Floral Tool
Set

Multi pack

Value $18.99
$9.99

Value $29.99

Pressure Points are Areas of
Stored Stress on a Nerve Pathway

You Will Learn How to Find & Treat the Pressure Points For:

• NECK PAIN

• ALLERGIES & SINUS
• INSOMNIA  
• MOOD CHANGES

• FATIGUE/ POOR ENERGY
• LOW BACK PAIN

• NUMBNESS & TINGLING 
(Arms & Legs)

Learn how gentle, light touch will assist your body to promote
improved health. "Address the Cause. Not the Symptoms."

CALL 519-746-6022 - SPACE IS LIMITED

HEALTH WELLNESS

When: January 20, 2010 
Time: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Where: 30 Dupont St. E., 
            Suite 204, Waterloo

Participants are asked to bring a 
non-perishable food item for the 

Waterloo Food Bank
www.drblawrence.com

Complimentary Workshop

• HEADACHES
• NERVOUS/ IRRITABLE

with Dr. Bryan Lawrence, D.C.

STEVE KANNON

The speed limit on 
Chilligo Road running 
through the township is 
set to drop to 70 km/h, 
as Woolwich responds 
to residents’ safety con-
cerns.

Also in the works are 
new lane markings and 
signage to prompt driv-
ers to slow down. Traf-
fic-calming measures 
such as an all-way stop 
and speed humps were 
considered but ultimate-
ly rejected in a planning 
staff  report approved 
Tuesday night by coun-
cillors.

The decision follows 
last fall’s petition by 

Speed limit to drop on Chilligo Road
Chilligo Road residents 
for action on speeding 
and dangerous passing 
incidents, the result of  
commuters discover-
ing the route had been 
paved. Once a gravel 
road, it has become a 
favourite for drivers 
seeking a shortcut be-
tween Cambridge and 
Guelph.

Director of  engineer-
ing and planning Dan 
Kennaley’s recommen-
dation called for the 
speed limit to be low-
ered to 70 km/h from 80 
on a stretch of  Chilligo 
Road between the Wool-
wich-Guelph Townline 
and 550 metres north of  
Lerch Road. However, 
Mayor Bill Strauss’s 

call for the reduced speed 
on the entire length that 
passes through Woolwich 
was quickly backed by 
other councillors.

Kennaley noted initial 
studies showed there was 
no technical reason for 
including all of  Chilligo 
Road, as most of  the acci-
dents had taken place on 
the northern portion, but 
subsequent traffic moni-
toring showed speeding 
to be a problem.

Monitoring done in No-
vember showed drivers 
had an average speed of  
84.5 km/h, but the bench-
mark 85th percentile rate 
(the speed that separates 
the bottom 85 per cent of  
vehicle speeds from the 
top 15 per cent) was 98.6 

km/h – 15 per cent of  
drivers were travelling 
above that speed, he re-
ported.

Because drivers have 
the perception that stay-
ing within 20 km/h of  
the speed limit will help 
them avoid tickets, low-
ering the speed limit to 70 
km/h should in essence 
produce slower speeding, 
Kennaley added.

Coun. Mark Bauman 
suggested dropping the 
speed limit to 70 km/h 
will mean drivers would 
start losing demerit 
points at 85 km/h, per-
haps prompting them to 
slow down from those 
higher rates of  speed 
recorded during traffic 
studies.

STEVE KANNON

Unwilling to provide an 
outright grant of  $5,000 
to the Elmira Maple Syr-
up Festival, Woolwich 
council hasn’t complete-
ly turned its back on the 
organization’s request 
for financial assistance.

Committee chair Cher-
yl Peterson addressed 
councillors this week, 
making a pitch for help 
to offset the cost of  rent-
al fees associated with 
the new Woolwich Me-

No grant, but council looks to help EMSF
morial Centre. Having 
in the past had low-cost 
use of  the former Elmira 
Raceway buildings – the 
old paddock and grand-
stand buildings, now 
demolished – the organi-
zation wants to host the 
MegaMutts dog show 
and its pancake-flipping 
contest in the Dan Syn-
der Memorial Arena. 
But charges in excess of  
$4,000 are  prohibitive, 
said Peterson.

For the past two years, 
the dog show has been 
simply a demonstration 

held outdoors. In previ-
ous years, when it was 
held indoors, the show 
netted about $2,000 for 
the festival.

Because the 2010 festival 
will be held early (Mar. 
27), the township could 
forego as much as $6,700 
in ice rentals by making 
the arena available for the 
EMSF, which would be ex-
pected to pay rental fees 
of  $1,600, plus setup costs 
of  more than $2,000, said 
director of  recreation and 
facilities Larry Devitt.

Coun. Mark Bau-

man, noting this was a 
“unique year” because 
of  where Easter falls on 
the calendar, said the 
township could look at 
an arrangement for next 
year, when the festival’s 
usual April date would 
be less likely to conflict 
with arena rentals.

Rather than simply 
sending Peterson away 
empty-handed, however, 
councillors asked staff  
to work with the festival 
committee to see what 
accommodations could 
be made this year.

curtain rises, they will 
have been working on 
magic for two months.

“You really have to prac-
tice a lot to make sure 
nothing can go wrong, 
especially with escape 
magic,” Bleskie said.

Doing a trick wrong or 
too slowly can make it 
fall flat, give the illusion 
away, and leave the magi-
cian in an embarrassing 
situation. Earlier this 
week, Bleskie wound up 
stuck to a chair after the 
students who tied him 
up ran the rope through 
his beltloops. Come 

show night, he’ll be 
wearing sweatpants for 
that particular routine.

Bleskie plans to study 
sound production at col-
lege next year, with an eye 
to doing sound for theatre 
productions in the future. 
Although he doesn’t plan 
to make a career of  it, 
magic is something he’ll 
continue to do on the side.

“It’s extremely fun and 
it’s a good thing to show 
off  to your friends.”

Doors open at 7 p.m. on 
Jan. 20, with the show 
starting at 7:30. Tickets 
are $5 per person or $10 
per family.

cal Society of  Ontario. A 
ringette player, she has 
also promised to write 
a history of  ringette in 
Woolwich Township.

As well, she’s toying 
with the idea of  writing 
another book at some 
point. She would like to 
interview Old Colony 

Magic: Students to 
display handiwork

Mennonites who came 
here from Mexico and 
collect their stories. Also 
under consideration is a 
collection of  stories from 
Woolwich Township fire-
fighters. 

For the moment, those 
are just nebulous ideas; 
one book at a time, after 
all. 

History: Thinking 
about other books
» From page 03

» From page 05

In recent years, the 
raises agreed on with 
the union have also ap-
plied to non-unionized 
office staff. This year’s 
decision will be part of  
upcoming budget delib-
erations. In preliminary 
discussions, council set 
a four-per-cent target for 

Wages: Add 28K
to Woolwich budget

this year’s tax increase, 
including a two-per-cent 
special levy for capital 
building expenses. With 
its new facilities almost 
complete, this will be the 
final year for that levy.

Negotiations got under-
way Nov. 18 and wrapped 
up Dec. 7, involving five 
days of  meetings.

» From cover
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»LAW & ORDeR

Three youths arrested after cars stolen in Waterloo

www.kwsurplus.com         666 Victoria St. N., Kit.        Monday - Friday  8-9, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 10-5

2010 calendars

planners & 

heated blankets

organizers

Large selection of themes
Brand names
Hurry in for 
your favourite

$199
ea.

All at

Twin - $49.99 Full - $59.99

Queen - $64.99 King - $69.99

LIMITED QUANTITIES

super 
surplus
prices

organizers

COMPARE AT $70

$19 99
ea.

Made
by

Great home decor, gift and fashion accessory deals are
going fast. Drop in today and save!

Home decor, fashion accessories 
and so much more... for less 

3 Arthur Street, Elmira (Located at Elmira's downtown corner)
Open 7 days a week
www.inspiringaccents.com

ACCENT FURNITURE  • ARTWORK & PRINTS  • JEWELRY & PURSES  • POTTERY  • LAMPE BERGER
ENTERTAINMENT ESSENTIALS  • GIFTS FROM THE HEART

Clearance Sale
Final week to enjoy saving 
up to 50%!

IA clearance sale:Layout 1  1/12/10  8:18 AM  Page 1

 » JANUARY 7
2:00 PM | Police responded 
to a call on Oriole Parkway 
by Flamingo Drive where the 
front right tire of a company 
vehicle had been slashed 
when it was parked. The in-
vestigation is ongoing. 

3:04 PM | A man called police 
to his Charles Street home in 
Wellesley when he realized 
that his hockey equipment 
had been stolen sometime 
overnight from the back of his 
pickup truck, which had been 
parked in the driveway. 

8:20 PM | A 46-year-old Hei-
delberg man was driving 
westbound on Lobsinger Line 
near Martin Creek Road when 
he lost control of his vehicle 
while trying to pull over to 
the side of the road, ended up 
sliding into the ditch and hit a 
pole. There was minimal dam-
age to the vehicle, but Water-
loo North Hydro was called to 
inspect the pole. The man was 
not injured and no charges 
were laid. 

 » JANUARY 8 
8:51 AM | A 47-year-old Hei-
delberg woman was unin-
jured when she lost control 
of her Ford Windstar while 
driving east on Lobsinger 
Line by Township Road 34. 
The van slipped off the road 
and hit the guardrail, taking 
out four posts along the way. 
There was severe damage to 
the vehicle. The woman was 
charged with ‘careless driv-
ing.’ 

6:00 PM | A vehicle was re-
ported off the road on Line 86 
near Northfield Drive. When 
police arrived at the scene 
they found a 56-year-old 
Guelph man walking away 
from the vehicle; he was 
subsequently arrested and 
charged with ‘impaired driv-
ing.’

 » JANUARY 11 
11:30 AM | A Conestogo wom-
an called police after notic-
ing a vehicle abandoned on 
the bridge, still running and 
with its four-way flashers 
going, for more than an hour 
and a half. Officers attended 
the scene with a search team 
and the canine unit to look 
for the owner of the vehicle, a 
58-year-old Waterloo woman. 

An officer on patrol in Elmira around midnight 
Jan. 12 spotted a car with its rear lights flickering. 
When the officer stopped the vehicle, she noticed 
that the rear window had been smashed, with bro-
ken glass on the passenger seat, the engine was 
smoking heavily, and there was obvious damage to 
the driver’s side.

Three young people in the car, two males from 
Kitchener and one female from Elmira, were ar-
rested. As a result of  the investigation, police 
recovered another stolen vehicle, both of  which 
had been taken from Conestoga Mall. Two of  the 
young people were held for bail and the third was 
released unconditionally. The second stolen ve-
hicle was found with its rear passenger window 
smashed and the ignition punched.

After a daylong search, the 
woman was found later in the 
evening walking on Lancaster 
Street in Kitchener and was 
taken to hospital for assess-
ment. 

11:47 AM | A 54-year-old man 
from Chatsworth was stopped 
on Arthur Street in his Ford 
F-150 pickup truck, about to 
enter the Mac’s convenience 
store, when he was rear-ended 
by a red Ford van driven by 
a 37-year-old man. The driver 
of the van was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

4:08 PM | A 10-year-old boy 
was taken to hospital with a 
fractured femur after he was 
struck by a pickup truck on 
Arthur Street at Second Street.

 » JANAURY 12 
2:00 AM | A black 2003 Dodge 

Durango was found engulfed 
in flames on Kressler Road and 
firefighters were called to put 
out the blaze. The car, owned 
by a Kitchener man, had previ-
ously been reported stolen and 
police believe that this was an 
intentional fire. There were a 
set of footprints in the snow, 
leading away from the vehicle; 
the investigation is ongoing. 

 » JANUARY 13
12:20 PM | The landlord of 
a Park Avenue residence in 
Elmira came into the Indus-
trial Drive police detachment 
to turn in a bicycle that had 
appeared on his property and 
had been there since before 
Christmas.  It is a men’s Ra-
leigh 21-speed bicycle, black 
with red markings. It’s now 
awaiting the arrival of its right-
ful owner.

TRAFFIC A NO-PLAY ZONE  A 10-year-
old elmira boy was taken to hospital late 
Monday afternoon with a fractured fe-
mur after he was struck by a pickup truck 
on Arthur Street at Second Street. The 
driver of the truck, a 28-year-old elmira 
man, was unable to stop his south-
bound vehicle when the boy suddenly 
entered the road. “i had just picked my 
wife up from work, and we were driv-
ing down the street when he came right 
over the snow bank,” the man said in 
an interview. The boy is in stable con-
dition and the investigation is ongoing, 
but the driver said the incident has left 
him quite shaken. “i know it could have 
been much worse, but now every time i 
close my eyes to go to sleep, that little 
boy is right there in front of me.” 

Boy hit by pickup truck in Elmira

deciding who to ac-
cept. In Grade 9 you are 
still trying to figure out 
how exams work, but 
in Grade 12, students 
know that their marks 
count; they are a little 
bit more stressed about  
getting the marks that 
they want for university, 
so that’s why we offer so 
many courses for the up-
per year students.”

Each course, which 
range from Grade 9 to 
Grade 12 subjects, is of-

SOS: Students 
helping students

fered up to three times 
and students can choose 
to go to whichever fits 
best with their schedule. 
The program is a win-
win for high school stu-
dents, said Coman. 

“They are paying for a 
great service with the 
tutoring, and then on top 
of  that, their money is 
also helping to improve 
the quality of  education 
elsewhere in the world.”

For more information 
about Exam Aid, see 
www.soshighschool.com.

» From page 05
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Grant not in keeping with restraint

Haiti, occupying 27,750 sq. km. or one-third of the island of Hispaniola, is the poor-
est country in the Western Hemisphere, with 80% of the population living under the 
poverty line and 54% in abject poverty. It’s population of 9,036,000. Life expectancy is 
60.78 years, putting it down at 181st in world rankings.

The World Factbook

“If we don’t have some public process, we will never put this issue to bed – it’s going 
to keep coming back, and coming back.”

Coun. Murray Martin supports call for covered bridge heritage study

The $5,000 grant request from the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival seems a small thing, 
and it is. But Woolwich council made the 
right choice in turning it down.

The township will find itself  in a more 
difficult financial position this year. Much 
of  that is of  its own making: this week’s 
wage settlements do not mesh with pri-
vate-sector realities, nor with the need for 
cuts rather than significant increases to 
the municipality’s single-largest expen-
diture. Then there’s the recent building 
binge to pay for, compounded by having to 
find a replacement source for more than 
$1 million Woolwich had expected from 
the Victoria Glen development.

As councillors heard at this week’s 
meeting, the township and every other 
municipality can expect the flood of  in-
frastructure money to begin drying up, 
along with other funding from the fed-
eral and provincial governments.  Having 
raised taxes far above inflationary levels 
for several years, Woolwich can’t keep re-
turning to that well. The 2010 budget tar-
get is already an out-of-sync four per cent, 
including two per cent for the new facili-
ties levy, now in its last year – there’s no 
room to manouevre.

As for in-kind contributions, the town-

ship provides those as a matter of  course. 
If  the Dan Snyder Memorial Arena were 
to be idle, the ice out, it might have been 
easy for council to make it available to the 
EMSF committee. However, the potential 
loss of  revenue and the associated costs 
with temporarily covering the ice to host 

festival-related events makes the idea a 
nonstarter. 

What’s more, the cost to the township 
would be well beyond what the festival 
typically raises from the event it hopes to 
offer at the arena – the numbers just don’t 
add up.

Stephen Harper and his supporters were 
sure the backlash against the latest use of  
prorogation was notable only to the media 
looking for conflict and opposition parti-
sans creating a tempest in a teacup.

Somebody apparently forget to tell the 
rest of  the country’s residents this was a 
non-issue.

A new poll from EKOS shows the Conser-
vatives took a major hit in public support, 
largely due to perception the government 
has something to hide and manipulated the 
rules to cover it up. The party, which was 
comfortably in majority territory just three 
months ago, now finds itself  struggling to 
stay ahead of  the opposition Liberals. The 
Tories had 30.0 per cent support compared 
to 29.3 for the Liberals (the NDP has 15.3, 
the Green Party 11.9 and the Bloc 10.2). 

“For those who have been speculating as 
to whether Canadians really care about 
the ‘obscure’ issue of  prorogation the evi-
dence is now incontrovertible,” said EKOS 
President Frank Graves.  “Canadians have 
noticed, they do care and this is having a 
very negative impact on Conservative for-
tunes.”

Harper is further hampered by the per-
ception he’s been playing fast and loose 
with Parliament in order to avoid account-
ability, putting his ambitions ahead of  de-
mocracy.

With almost 190,000 members, The Ca-
nadians Against Proroguing Parliament 
Facebook group is a fair indication the 
public actually does care about the issue, 
yet another case where Harper has mis-
judged our priorities.

Prorogation really is an issue
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»HARD TALK | RAFE MAIR

Notes on privilege, luck and how nations pull apart

»INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS | GWYNNE DYER

Muslims aren’t the only ones to use the name of Allah

See MAIR page »10

Always a great conversation starter...
Did you read about the “____________” in the Observer?

In the late ‘80s, 
when I was in the 
eastern province 
of  Saudi Arabia, 
a friend suggested 
that I drive out into 
the desert near 
Jubail to see the 
oldest extant Chris-
tian church in the 

world. And there it was, surrounded 
by a chain-link fence to keep casual 
visitors and foreign archaeologists 
out. Experts who saw the site before 
it was closed said that the church 
was built by Nestorian Christians, 
and was probably used from the 4th 
to the 9th century.

Its existence embarrassed the Saudi 
government, which prefers to believe 
that Arabia went straight from pa-
ganism to Islam. But it confirmed the 
assumption of  most historians that 
Christianity was flourishing in the 
Arabian Peninsula in the centuries 
before the rise of  Islam. So what did 
these Arabic-speaking Christians 
call God? Allah, of  course.

I mention this because the Ma-
laysian High Court struck down a 
three-year old ban on non-Muslims 
using the word Allah when they 
speak of  God in the Malay language. 
The court’s decision was followed by 
firebomb attacks on three Christian 
churches in Kuala Lumpur on last 

Taking a trip on a 
cruise ship, I re-
call asking myself, 
‘what the hell am 
I doing here?’ Lit-
erally billions in 
the world unable to 
feed themselves and 
I’m sitting beside 
the love of  my life 

bitching because it’s a formal night 
and I have to wear a tux.

At dinner, I get into a discussion 
about affirmative action and am 
forced to admit that no one got more 
out of  affirmative action than I. Born 
into a well off  family, partially edu-
cated in a private school, permitted to 
get away with failing second year arts 
due to a preference for golf, bridge 
and women – not necessarily in that 
order – then out into a workplace in 
which my father knew everyone who 
was worth knowing.

That I abandoned my “class” and the 
“establishment” (other than member-
ship in the Vancouver Club) and that 
I earned my living fighting it, doesn’t 
derogate from the fact that my very 
future was due to the affirmative ac-
tion and helpful network my birth 
gave me.

While I’m not about to take a vow 
of  poverty complete with sackcloth 
and ashes, I must ask who the hell 

am I, or any other fortunate people, 
to criticize universities and other en-
tities who make placements or jobs 
available to those industrious people 
focused on bettering themselves but 
who were not born as lucky as I was?

All roads end at 
Starbucks
As I worked out on my daily dose of  
the hated treadmill, I marveled at 
how healthy I am, considering the 
fact that my Amex card, in all prob-
ability, has a better expiry date than 
I do. This made me remember that I 
was doubly lucky because I always 
was, and still am, able to work, flat 
out, doing what I like the best – 
broadcasting and writing.

In fact, for almost my entire life-
time, I have always looked forward 
to Monday. Not many can say that. A 
couple of  months ago, I was told that 
I should retire, or at least take it a bit 
easier, and join a group which regu-
larly meets for coffee at a local Star-
bucks, to solve the problems of  the 
world. I found myself  almost scream-
ing ‘No, no! That’s for old men!’ Next 
thing, I’ll be playing checkers in the 
mall.

I can’t pass that Starbucks now 

without quickening my pace lest an 
arm reach out and yank me aboard! 

Ireland and Quebec
 

I finished an interesting book called 
Four Nations by Frank Welsh. It’s the 
political history of  England, Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland. Not a bad book, 
but too short to do the job properly.

Somehow, I was struck by the fact 
that if  Pitt the Younger did not have 
an older brother, Pitt the Elder, alive 
when his father, the great Earl of  Cha-
tham, died he would have been in the 
House of  Lords and thus very unlikely 
to have been prime minister during 
the critical early years of  Napoleon. 
Likewise, if  the Duke of  Marlborough 
had not married Consuela Vanderbilt, 
who was forced into the match, and 
who presented him with a son, Win-
ston Churchill would have become the 
duke and for all practical purposes 
denied the leadership which saved the 
world from Hitler and the Nazis. How 
often it is that upon such trivialities 
our salvation rests.

As I read about how the Republic of  
Ireland slowly gained its independence 
from the UK, I thought of  Quebec. It’s 
true that, the FLQ excepted, there has 
been little violence in Quebec, where-
as it was endemic to Irish politics. But 

the part that interested me most was 
the negotiation process after World 
War I where England’s commitment 
was to grant more and more home rule 
to Ireland, which would still be ruled 
by the British king. Here’s where it 
gets eerie. As matters progress, Eng-
land begrudgingly yields power to 
Dublin which, after a short period, de-
mands more. This continues to where 
Ireland is essentially independent, ex-
cept it stays in the empire and owes its 
allegiance to George V.

Sort of  like “sovereignty-associa-
tion.”

These negotiations, led for the Irish 
by Arthur Griffith and Michael Col-
lins, and settled on the basis that 
Ireland would remain in the empire 
and nominally under the king, were 
rejected by Sinn Fein and Eamon De 
Valera who wanted a complete break 
or nothing. Collins and Griffith knew 
that with independence, even with the 
king as nominally head of  state, the 
road to complete independence was 
now past the point of  no return. They 
knew that soon the issue of  the king 
wouldn’t matter anymore and Ireland 
would become a republic, just as fruit, 
sooner or later, falls from the tree.

And so it proved.
I argue that Premier Jean Charest is 

the patient Michael Collins of  Quebec 

Lame excuses offered 
for prorogation
To the Editor,

I don’t know what annoys me more, 
proroguing Parliament or the lame 
justification for it. Proroguing Parlia-
ment is an insult to democracy. We 
elect representatives to do a job and 
serve us; part of  that job is sitting 
in Parliament and doing committee 
work. By proroguing Parliament, the 
democratic process and, in turn, the 
people of  Canada have been rudely 
slapped in the face. 

The ruling government should be 

ashamed. 
What annoys me even more is my 

representative Harold Albrecht and 
the Prime Minister justifying proro-
gation. How dumb do they think we 
must all be to accept their lame ex-
cuses? Are they that incompetent and 
unsure in their job that they can’t mul-
titask? Are they incapable of  doing 
three things at once: sit in Parliament, 
run the committees and consult with 
the public? The rest of  us multitask on 
a daily basis.

Their actions have made me sick to 
my stomach and will not be forgotten. 

John Francis
St. Agatha

»LETTER TO THE EDITOR

week, and the following day protest-
ers at mosques in Kuala Lumpur car-
ried placards reading “Allah is only 
for us.”

Prime Minister Najib Razak con-
demned the attacks on the churches, 
but he supports the ban on Christians 
using the word “Allah” in Malay and 
is appealing the High Court decision.

“We ... have the right to use the 
word ‘Allah’,” said Rev. Lawrence 
Andrew, the editor of  the Herald, the 
newspaper of  the Catholic Church 
in Malaysia, whose use of  the word 
in its Malay-language edition trig-
gered the crisis. Parliamentary op-
position leader Lim Kit Siang simply 
observed that “The term ‘Allah’ was 
used to refer to God by Arabic-speak-
ing Christians before Arabic-speak-
ing Muslims existed.”

Of  course it was. Arabic-speaking 
Christians predate the rise of  Islam 
by three hundred years, and what 
else were they going to call God? The 
word “Allah” is a contraction of  the 
Arabic definite article al- and the 
noun ‘ilah, which means god. In parts 
of  ancient Arabia it once referred to 
the creator-god (who was not the only 
god), but for a very long time it has 
meant the One God.

This Arabic word was imported 
into the Malay language by converts 
to Islam, which arrived in the region 
several centuries before Christianity. 

All ethnic Malays are considered to 
be Muslim under Malaysian law, but 
there are numerous Malay-speakers, 
especially in northern Borneo, who 
are Christian and not ethnically Ma-
lay. They also use the word Allah for 
God.

What’s the harm in that? Why are 
Malaysia’s Muslims so paranoid? 
The real paranoia, alas, is ethnic.

Malaysia is an ethnic time-bomb 
that has turned itself  into a peaceful 
and prosperous country by a huge ef-
fort of  will. The original population 
was mostly Malay, but under British 

rule huge numbers of  Indian and 
Chinese immigrants were imported 
to work the mines and plantations. 
By independence, Malays were only 
60 percent of  the population, and 
much poorer than the more recent 
arrivals. They resented the past, the 
present, and the probable future.

After several bouts of  savage anti-
Chinese and anti-Indian rioting, the 
country arrived at its current, highly 
successful compromise. The Malays 
dominate politics, but the Chinese 
and the Indians thrive in trade and 

See DYER page »10
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»OBSERVER Q&A

“Overkill. The pharmaceutical 
companies blew it out of pro-
portion so they could sell more 
of the vaccine to the govern-
ment and make more money.”

 » Mayank Sood 

“I think it was expected, based 
on how the public has reacted 
to health crises in the past.”

 » Brian McGrath  » Sharon Des-Marais » Chantilly Hunsberger

“It was just blown out of pro-
portion, big time. A money- 
maker.”

»THE VIEW FROM HERE | SCOTT ARNOLD

“Too overblown. It was to sell 
the medication and it was just 
too much.” 

Was the reaction to the H1N1 flu overkill or necessary? 

IN VOTING TO INCREASE ITS LARGEST EXPENDITURE, wAGES, COUNCIL 
IGNORES THE DISPARITY BETwEEN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR.

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942   |   fax. 519.669.5753   |   www.ObserverXtra.com   |  20B Arthur St. N., Elmira, N3B 1Z9

You hear from us every week. Now we 
want to hear from you. Let your voice be 

heard: write a letter to the editor.

» From page 9

Mair: We really
do have it so much 
better than most

and the Bloc and Parti 
Quebecois represent the 
De Valera impatience. 
Think on this, for it’s a 
little unsettling to look at 
what’s happening in Que-
bec:

A national assembly 
rather than a legislature.

Their own flag which, 
when flown by the Quebec 
government, takes prece-
dence over the Canadian 
flag, and which is flown 
exclusively over Quebec 
offices overseas.

Status as a “nation” in 
international organiza-
tions.

A continuous appeal 
for not only more money, 
but more powers lead-
ing to what Joe Clark so 
accurately calls “asym-
metrical federalism,” the 
new phrase for the sover-
eignty association Rene 
Levesque wanted.

Doesn’t the present 
policy guarantee that 
sooner or later we’ll see 
that about all Quebec and 
Canada have in common 
is the sovereign? And 
that after a little while, 
that will, like the ripe 
fruit, drop to the ground? 

Caribbean 
melancholy
On another note, it’s so 
sad to visit so many beau-
tiful islands in the Carib-
bean where the tourist 
industry has moved with 

all the usual tacky trim-
mings. These islands, 
once occupied by Indi-
ans, became home of  
white planters, with 
black slaves from Africa, 
to produce the bananas 
and sugar. When these 
islands were set free, 
the sugar and banana 
industries came into the 
hands of  large interna-
tional companies who 
moved them to a couple 
of  larger islands where 
the companies not only 
control the business but 
also the politics.

Those left behind on 
the smaller islands 
have seen their tradi-
tional way of  life ter-
minated by the rapa-
cious clutches of  big 
business whose policies 
led to the destruction 
of  their uniqueness. 
The result, out of  self  
defense, is that citizens 
have turned to tour-
ism so that what were 
once lovely and largely 
unspoiled islands now 
seem and look like any 
other tropical resorts in 
the world.

There is a deep-seated 
tristesse clearly visible 
in the citizens of  many 
Caribbean islands who 
have sold their birth-
right, out of  despera-
tion, to the huge devel-
opers so that Wendy and 
Rafe – and others – will 
come to them to buy 
some trinkets.

It is a melancholy scene 
to behold.

commerce – and most 
people understand that 
they are ultimately in 
the same boat, which is 
called Malaysia.

The state spends a lot 
of  money to raise the 
living standards of  the 
Malays, and gives them 
preference for univer-
sity places and govern-
ment jobs. They haven’t 
done badly out of  this 
deal, but nevertheless 
they feel perpetually 
insecure. Since they are 
all Muslims, while few 
other Malaysians are, 
they also feel their re-
ligion is under threat. 
Some respond by being 

aggressively intolerant 
of  minorities.

Not all Malays behave 
this way. Major Muslim 
organizations, includ-
ing the Islamic political 
party, PAS, have agreed 
that the other “Abraha-
mic religions” –  Chris-
tians and Jews –  may 
call their God Allah in 
Malay. But it’s getting 
ugly, and it’s high time 
for the Malaysian gov-
ernment to stop playing 
along with the extrem-
ists.

It should take a lesson 
from the early Muslims 
of  Arabia. Both the ar-
chaeological and the 
textual evidence sug-

gest that most Arabs in 
northern Arabia and 
along the Gulf  coast 
had already been Chris-
tian for several centu-
ries when Islam first 
appeared in the 7th cen-
tury. They were swiftly 
conquered by Muslim 
armies, but they were 
not forcibly converted.

As in all early Islamic 
empires, Christians had 
to pay higher taxes, but 
they were allowed to 
keep their property and 
practice their religion. 
It is highly improbable 
that they were forced to 
change the word they 
used for God. They did 
gradually convert to Is-

Dyer: Malaysia maintains a fine balance
lam, but the last Chris-
tian churches in the re-
gion probably survived 
into the early 9th cen-
tury.

The Christians, Hin-
dus, animists and others 
who make up 40 per cent 
of  Malaysia’s people 
pay higher taxes, in the 
sense that they subsi-
dize the poorer Malay/
Muslim majority. Few 
of  them will ever con-
vert to Islam, but they 
are not its enemy either. 
Malaysia has achieved 
a fragile but workable 
compromise that gives 
its people a good life. It 
should not endanger it 
so frivolously.

» From page 9

519.669.99961 UNION ST., ELMIRA
(THE SHOPS AT ROXTON)

www.grammabscraftden.com

     UP TO
  60% offWhile Quantities LastSome ExceptionsApply
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»A TOUCH OF THE TROPICS

The Shops At Roxton | 1 Union St., Elmira | 519-574-0696

BEAT THE
WINTER BLAH’S SALE

35% Select Store Items

UP
TO OFF

featuring
North Woolwich Pottery

by Wanda Densmore

Sale Ends Jan. 30/10

The Elmira Kiwanis Club would like to thank the 
following community minded businesses and 
organizations who generously supported our very 
successful Santa Claus parade this year.

Unique Coffee, Voisin Motors, Haney, Haney & Kendall, 
Waterloo Regional Police - Traffic Division, Paul & Adele’s No 
Frills, Gale Presbyterian Church, Chris Soehner 
(Videographer) Elmira Legion Br. 469, Riverside Public 
School, Walter Plein, Martin Mills, McKee Farm Technolo-
gies, Brubacher Shoes, Resurfice Corp., Sulco Chemicals, 
Elmira Gift Outlet, M&G Millwrights, P.I.B. Insurance Brokers, 
Sanyo Canadian Machine Works, RBC Financial Elmira, 
Elmira Home Hardware, McDonalds Restaurants, NextEn-
ergy, Elmira Pet Products, Elmira Insurance Brokers, VHF 
Construction, TD Canada Trust Elmira, C.H. Soehner 
Insurance Ltd., Elliott Coach Lines, Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Bank of Montreal, Inspiring Accents, Josslin Insurance 
Brokers Inc., Coach House Realty, Elmira Foodland, Good 
Auto Parts, Elmira Lions Club, Cross Country Concrete,

We wish you all a very
Happy and Prosperous New Year!

JONI MILTENBURG

Stepping into the 
warmth of  The Fish 
Bowl, the fi rst thing 
you notice is the quiet 
bubbling coming from 
the aquariums that line 
three sides of  the store. 

The tanks hold close 
to 100 different types of  
fi sh, from rare species 
for the serious hobbyist 
to garden-variety gold-
fi sh. There are chubby 
puffer fi sh, inch-long 
neon tetras, red-bellied 
piranhas and decora-
tive African cichlids in 
yellow, orange, silvery-
green and electric blue.

Scheri Graul and her 
partner Steve Millinger 
opened The Fish Bowl in 
Elmira’s Birdland Plaza 
last week. Between the 
two of  them, they have 
20 years experience with 
fi sh; at one time, they 
had 10 tanks at home. 

“We just love fi sh, all 
tropical fi sh,” Graul 
said.

They’ve been selling 
wholesale for about two 
years, but the plan was 
always to open their own 
store. They looked at the 
Birdland location sev-
eral times over the past 
few years, and when it 
came available, decided 
to take the plunge.

With The Fish Bowl, pair turns longtime love of aquariums into retail operation in Elmira

New store makes colourful splash
The store’s focus is 

creatures rather than 
supplies, Millinger ex-
plained, although they 
do have a selection of  
aquariums and food. In 
addition to fi sh, they 
have some reptiles like 
geckos and turtles and 
will be bringing in more 
small pets like gerbils 
and hamsters. Come 
summer, they’ll be offer-
ing a selection of  pond 
koi, goldfi sh and pond 
plants.

Many of  the fi sh in The 
Fish Bowl are from the 
cichlid family, which 
boasts more than 1,000 
species. Many of  those 
species are brightly-co-
loured and easy to care 
for, making them well-
suited to aquariums. 
Graul’s favourite is the 
red oscar, a palm-sized 
cichlid that will eat out 
of  her hand.

“He has a lot of  per-
sonality for a fi sh,” she 
chuckled.

Their priority is to 
keep their stock afford-
able for the average 
person, Millinger said, 
meaning they don’t sell 
the really rare, high-end 
fi sh. Their prices range 
from $1 to $50.

The store is also a 
showroom for what can 
be done with an aquar-
ium installation. In ad-

dition to being pets, 
tropical fi sh can also be 
decorative and thera-
peutic. The Fish Bowl 
will do installations for 
homes, nursery schools, 
offi ces, hospitals and 
nursing homes.

“When we do installa-
tions in hospitals and 

nursing homes, we want 
bright, colourful fi sh that 
are easy to look after,” 
Millinger explained. 

Once their website is up 
and running, they plan 
to offer online ordering 
and live fi sh delivery 
right to the doorstep. 
And for couples who 

want to move beyond 
traditional fl owers and 
candles, they do living 
wedding centrepieces. 

Graul and Millinger 
currently live in Kitch-
ener but opened the 
store in Elmira because 
they wanted to cater to 
Kitchener-Waterloo and 

the area north of  the cit-
ies.

“Now that we have 
the business here, we’ll 
probably look at moving 
here shortly,” Millinger 
said.

The Fish Bowl is locat-
ed in Birdland Plaza, 120 
Oriole Parkway. 
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TAKING THE PLUNGE Along with tropical fi sh, longtime aquarium afi cionado Scheri Graul and her partner Steve Millinger are offering up reptiles such 
as geckos at their newly opened store, The Fish Bowl, in Elmira’s Birdland Plaza.

120 Oriole Parkway
Elmira | 519.669.9122

www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Introducing Two Amazing

WINTER
SPECIALS

www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com

Sta�ed Hours: M-W 8-9 | Th-F 8-8 | Sat 9-3

This limited time o�er includes:
• (5) 30 Minute appointments

   with a Personal Trainer
• 24/7 Gym Access
• Classes included

$599All for
just

This 6 Week Program includes:
• (5) 30 Minute appointments

   with a Personal Trainer
• 24/7 Gym Access
• Classes included

$169

Winter Blowout Sale
1 Year Membership

Solution To Your
New Years Resolution

Get a quick
start to your

New Years
�tness routine!

GUARANTEED
RESULTS!
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»FOOD FOR THOUGHT | OWEN ROBERTS

Farmers’ top priority is making money, says leader

When can this be my full-time job?

TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. is a subsidiary of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. TD Waterhouse Canada Inc. – Member CIPF. TD Waterhouse and Let’s figure it out 
are trade-marks of The Toronto-Dominion Bank.

Let’s 
fi gure it 

out.

Visit a branch today to get your TD Personal Assessment
Call 1-877-226-8787    •   www.tdretirement.com/when

Come in for your TD Personal Assessment 
before the RSP deadline. 
Whether on the slopes or on the beach, everyone has a retirement 
dream. Come in for a complimentary TD Personal Assessment 
and see exactly where your retirement plan stands. Remember, 
the RSP deadline is March 1, 2010, and meeting with one of our 
advisors will help you stay on track. It’s just one of the ways we’re 
making you feel more comfortable about your tomorrow, today.

BEAM HAS ALL THE
TOOLS YOU NEED FOR A 

SUPERIOR CLEAN!

NOW ON 
SALE!

ON SALE NOW! 

The built-in cleaning 
appliance that 
provides a superior 
clean that results in 
healthier living.

The best selling brand in Canada for more than                                

Removes virtually 100% of contacted dirt, pollen, allergens and dust from inside your home.

Bucket with antimicrobial agents preventing the growth of bacteria.

50 years!

Lifetime Limited Warranty*

Central Vacuums, Cleaning
Packages & Accessories are

Beamcanada . c om

V I S I T  Y OUR  L OCA L                  E X P E R T  F OR  D E TA I L S !
*Ask your Beam expert about the Total Confidence Warranty.

TOLL FREE 1-888-219-3338
 FAX 519-698-9919

CENTRAL VAC PLUS
A DIVISION OF DORKING GENERAL STORE LTD.

ONTARIO519-698-2605
WWW.CENTRALVACPLUS .COM

Heading into the 
new decade, prof-
itability is the top 
item on Ontario 
farmers’ priority 
lists. And they’re 
making no apolo-
gies.

Bette Jean Crews, 
president of  the 

Ontario Federation of  Agriculture, 
issued her annual outlook message 
last week to the federation’s 38,000 
members, and to anyone else inter-
ested in what the province’s biggest 
farm group thinks –particularly con-
sumers and politicians. 

She says that regardless of  where 
farmers live or what they produce, 
they need to be profitable to stay 
afloat. She hears that repeatedly on 

her travels across the province. Oth-
er issues come up, such as predator 
control, property taxes, clean water 
and environmental stewardship. But 
nothing rates as high as profitability.

To her, that makes sense. “A farm is 
a business,” she says, “and what else 
is more important than the ability 
to earn a profit to sustain that busi-
ness?”

 I suspect consumers have a few 
suggestions for her. They were likely 
hoping to hear her say food safety, or 
local food, or climate change is num-
ber one with farmers.  

But really, for consumers, profit-
ability is the best answer a farmer 
can give.

Here’s why. 
When a farm is profitable, it can 

dedicate resources to more than just 

the bare essentials. It can take extra 
measures to implement the things 
people say are important, including 
environmental programs, new food 
development initiatives or extraor-
dinary food safety measures. 

In an ideal world, all food safety 
measures would be extraordinary, 
as would everything else consumers 
want from farmers. But when you’re 
a farmer and you’re up against the 
wall because of  skyrocketing en-
ergy and labour costs, low commod-
ity prices and other woes, it can 
be tough to think about more than 
scraping by.

If  consumers were willing to pay 
farmers what it really cost to pro-
duce food, it would be a different 
story. But they’re not. 

To help farmers be profitable, the 
federation is taking a different tack. 
It’s not giving up on trying to get 
them more income. But now it’s fo-
cusing on getting governments to 
take less. It wants to help farmers 
keep more of  what they earn, par-
ticularly by paying less in taxes. 

Crews says the federation has led 
deliberations with the province and 
Ottawa that have netted farmers 
nearly $1 billion in tax savings and 
in what they call “safety net” pro-
grams, which kick in and provide 
pay-outs to farmers when prices fall 
below a certain level.   

But it’s tough going in Ontario, 

compared to some other provinces. 
The Quebec-based chair of  a na-
tional beef  export group spoke in 
sympathetic tones to cattle farmers 
in Grey-Bruce recently – he won-
dered how they managed to get by, or 
heard, in such a diverse province. In-
deed, Ontario has three general farm 
groups compared to one in most oth-
er provinces, along with significant 
commodity organizations in grain, 
fruits and vegetables, dairy and 
pork, to name a few. That can make 
it tough to for individual groups to 
get politicians’ attention, or have a 
cohesive message across the many 
groups.

However, that’s reality, so farm 
groups need to distinguish them-
selves in the midst of  the cacophony. 
Former federal minister of  Agri-
culture and Agri-Food Canada Lyle 
Vanclief  advocates clear messaging. 
He recalls too many unfocussed vis-
its from farm groups who’d request-
ed an audience, then arrived with a 
huge delegation, most of  whom said 
nothing. By the time all the intro-
ductory hand shaking and photos 
were complete, meeting time was 
over. They’d hardly have started on 
their list of  concerns.

Crews and her federation nail it, 
though, with their position on prof-
itability. Just like everyone, farmers 
need to make a buck. In this case, the 
message is clear as can be.  
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KITCHENER
Dutchmen

SUNDAYSUNDAY
January 17, 2010

Dan Snyder Memorial Arena at 7:00 PM

FOR A FULL LIST OF UPCOMING GAMES
visit www.kings.on.ca

KITCHENER

Dan Snyder Memorial Arena at 7:00 PMDan Snyder Memorial Arena at 7:00 PMDan Snyder Memorial Arena at 7:00 PM

59 CHURCH ST. W.  |  519-669-8475
STORE HOURS:  Monday to Friday, 9:30 to 5:00 Saturday  9:30 to 4:00

Proceeds to Mennonite Central Committee 

$15 FOR SINGLE
BED SIZE

Blue Jean
Comforter Kits Firestarters

Made from candles and
wood shavings.

Great for starting
woodstoves & campfires.

No need for paper
and kindling.

Give Old
Items a
New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!New life!

Patches cut from old blue jeans 
for you to sew into comforters.

25¢
EA.

With these featured recycling projects. 

Give Old
Items a
New life!WEEKLY SPECIALS

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5
visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

All the meat products we make are Gluten, Lactose and M.S.G. FREE.
We also have a good selection of Nitrate Free products.

$1.99 $1.79 Ib.
/$3.95kg.

Sliced Piece

Specials from January 18 - January 23

Ib.
/$4.39kg.

Store Made, Deli Sliced Store Made, Fresh Breaded

Crock-Pot Ready, TenderThin Sliced, Fresh

Store Made, Coil Style

$1.49 $1.00 

$1.99 $4.99 

$3.49 

Ib.
/$3.28kg. each

Ib.
/$4.39kg.

Ib.
/$11.00kg.

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

Cooked
Ham

Pork
Schnitzel

Boneless 
Blade Roast

Baby Beef 
Liver

Store Made, Deli Sliced

Pastrami or 
Corned Beef

Ring
Bologna

KATIE EDMONDS

As the Ontario Hockey 
Association trade dead-
line passed Monday eve-
ning, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings opted to stand pat.

With a number of  key 
players graduating out of  
the system or moving on 
to other clubs last year, 
the Kings fi lled the ranks 
with younger, somewhat 
less experienced players 
this season. Despite the 

JONI MILTENBURG

While most Ontarians 
turn up their collars, 
hunch their shoulders 
and pray for a mild win-
ter, snowmobilers are 
hoping we haven’t seen 
the end of  snow this sea-
son.

“For us, winter hasn’t 
started yet,” said Graham 
Snyder, grooming chair 
for the Golden Triangle 
Snowmobile Association.

Golden Triangle is an 
association of  12 snow-
mobile clubs that main-

loss of  some key players, 
the Kings looked to the 
experience of  returning 
team members, includ-
ing defenceman Jeff  Zip-
pel and creative forward 
Michael Therrien, as 
well as the keen enthu-
siasm of  new arrivals 
such as Tyson LeBlanc 
as management rebuilt 
the team. 

“We are a much young-
er team this year than 
in other years, and of  
course we are going to 

go through our growing 
pains,” general manager 
Keith Stewart said in an 
interview this week.

Starting the season in 
full-out rebuilding mode, 
the Kings had a roster 
that needed time to gel. 
That patient process has 
allowed them to grow 
together as a team and 
to work out some of  the 
kinks they experienced 
early on, he explained.

“Some of  the guys on 
our team used to be the 

stars on their Midget 
teams, and now they 
have come onto the 
Kings and all of  a sud-
den are playing against 
19- and 20-year-olds – 
guys who are bigger and 
stronger – so it’s a bit of  
an adjustment for them.” 

Snapping out of  a six-
game losing streak that 
gripped the team in De-
cember, the Kings have 
been unstoppable so far 
this year. 

Sugar Kings stay the course at trade deadline

NEW BLOOD Although the Kings were quiet at the trade deadline, 
the team has been bolstered this season by new arrivals such as Seth 
Horricks (left) and Josh Wooley.
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Sledders look 
to the skies
Lack of snow has kept trails 
closed, local club members idle

READY AND WAITING 
Tim Wiebe of AMI Attach-
ments, Graham Snyder 
and Martin Stoltz show 
off the new groomer that 
was custom-built for the 
Golden Triangle Snow-
mobile Association. With 
warm, sunny weather in 
the forecast, it may be a 
while before the groomer 
hits the trails.

See SLEDDERS page »15

See ROSTER page »14

tains 500 kilometres of  
trails from Cambridge, 
Ariss and Elmira to 
Wellesley and Stratford 
and points in between. 
None of  those trails have 
been open this season be-
cause there isn’t enough 
snow to form a base. 

“We’ve got a lot of  ar-
eas where there’s a lot of  
snow, but as soon as you 
get to crossing a big open 
fi eld, there’s no snow 
on it because the wind’s 
blown it away,” Snyder 
said. “A nice dump of  six 
inches of  snow and we’d 
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»THE NOT-SO-GREAT OUTDOORSMAN | STEVE GALEA

Real ice fishermen know how to take it to the limit

The Shops At Roxton | 1 Union Street | 519.669.3072   |   www.elmiragiftoutlet.com 

Outlet Hours: Mon.-Wed 9:30-5:30; Thur.-Fri. 9:30-7:00; Sat. 9:30-5:30; Sun. Closed

NEW 
WEBKINZ
ARE HERE!

Great Gifts For The Grandkids!

SAVE
20%OFF
Your Entire Purchase*
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Anyone Over 60

“Now we are turning it around. We 
have won three in a row, and we have 
beaten teams above us in the stand-
ings (Cambridge and Stratford),” said 
Stewart. “I think the boys are really 
starting to come together now, and 
they are starting to build a little bit of  
confidence, which is great to see.” 

But the decision to make no moves at 
the deadline was not an easy one for 
management – Stewart looked closely 

at the roster to determine what the 
best course of  action would be for the 
team.  

“We were looking at some possible 
deals to upgrade our scoring a little 
bit: I was on the phone most of  the day 
on trade day,” explained Stewart. “A 
lot of  other teams were asking for a lot 
of  our young talent in return for their 
older players, and at the end of  the day, 
we are simply not willing to give them 
up.” 

Roster: Keeping young players
» From page 13

Ask any ice angler 
what their favourite 
species is and they’ll 
probably tell you 
lake trout. There’s 
good reason for this 
too. They taste nice, 
grow big, and fight 
well through the ice. 
But most importantly 

the limit for lakers is low; one, in fact, if  
you carry conservation licence, two for a 
sporting licence.

To those who don’t ice fish this might 
seem like a drawback. Believe me, it isn’t.

Having a low, easily attainable limit al-
lows an ice fisherman hope on those frig-
id, miserable days when you’d rather be 
home drinking hot chocolate in front of  
the woodstove, but can’t because all your 

buddies are watching.
On those days, you know that all you 

have to do is catch a limit and you can 
hightail it to the woodstove with your 
head held high. After all, once you have 
your limit, there’s no other reason to 
stand there whimpering.

Perch or other panfish, by way of  com-
parison, have incredibly generous lim-
its, which can keep you out on a frozen, 
windswept lake all day. This is why ex-
perienced ice fishermen secretly despise 
them.

Better still, the mere act of  catching one 
or two lake trout, depending on your li-
cence, allows you to say those words that 
every sportsmen dreams of. 

That’s right, when a buddy phones you 
and asks how the fishing was, you can 
proudly proclaim, “It was tough, but I 

managed to get a limit.”
Ah, a limit. Are there any other words 

that bring such warmth and joy to an 
ice angler’s frigid heart? These simple 
words, denoting success in a relatively 
unimportant aspect of  life, roll off  even 
the most frostbitten tongue. 

Of  course, sometimes even two lake 
trout are hard to acquire. So what’s a 
reluctant ice fisherman to do for insur-
ance? One alternate strategy is to select 
the right ice-fishing partner.

Ideally, the person should be trustwor-
thy and fully equipped with an extra set 
of  gear, access to several good lakes and 
a decent hut. 

Failing that, he must have a wife whose 
rules are even more Draconian than the 
ones you are subjected to. The mere men-
tion of  her must bring unbridled fear 
into his eyes. If  he wets himself  at the 
sudden utterance of  her name, so much 
the better.

This is actually your ace in the hole 
should the conditions get so miserable 
that you’d like to leave without appear-
ing to be the one who does.

Here’s how it works:
At the first sign of  bitter howling wind, 

plummeting temperatures, and the end 
to the food and beverage supply, you look 
this gem of  a fishing partner in the eye 
and say something like, “Did I hear Bren-
da mention that she needed you back 
early today?”

Naturally, he’ll deny it. But the seed will 
have been planted and soon, after a few 
fishless minutes, it will germinate and 
begin to grow into a thorny weed in his 
side.

My field studies suggest that after the 
launch sequence – so named because it 
gets you to that place – is initiated, you’ll 
be at the truck and packed within 25 min-
utes on average and in the coffee shop 10 
to 12 minutes after that. Of  course, these 
times will be modified based on a com-
plex mathematical formula that takes 
into account her height, weight, proxim-
ity to menopause, and the decibel level of  
her voice when she’s annoyed.

This might not be fair but it works. Af-
ter all, when it comes to ice fishing, every 
man has his limits.

St. John’s-
Kilmarnock
S C H O O L

519-648-2183
www.sjkschool.org
Transportation available from Guelph, Kitchener, Waterloo and Cambridge.

EXCELLENCE IN 
EDUCATION
JK – Grade 12

SJK offers an exceptional program focused 
on preparation for university, personalized 
attention, character development and 
extracurricular activities.

Open House date:
Thursday, January 21, 2010  6-8pm 
(snowdate January 28, 2010)

•

S T .  J O H N ’ S - K I L M A R N O C K  S C H O O L

THE LEADING INDEPENDENT SCHOOL IN OUR COMMUNITY.
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Big Deals, Big Savings on  
the All-New 5D and 5E Series   
Special deals make it easy to get into a new John Deere-
quality 5D or 5E Series Tractor during the Big Buck Sales 
Event. The 45 to 75 engine horsepower 5D and 5E 
Tractors are designed from the ground up for high-hour 
users and heavy-duty applications, and are ideal for dairy, 
livestock, commercial or construction jobs. And during the 
Big Buck Sales Event, it’s easy to get into a new 5D or 5E, 
with your choice of  
$550 off** OR 0% Financing*.

Don’t miss your chance — the Big Buck Sales Event ends 
soon, so stop by today for a test drive!

Offers valid from Nov. 1, 2009 until Feb. 1, 2010. *In the event the loan goes into default, the charge for amounts past due is 24% APR. Minimum purchase may be required. See 
your dealer for complete details and other financing options. Offer is subject to John Deere Credit approval. For personal or commercial use. For example, on a new John Deere 
tractor, model 5065M; 5105M, based on a selling price of $29,852.00; $69,141.00 (Prices are suggested retail prices only as of October 1, 2009 and are subject to change, without 
notice, at any time.) less a down payment of $8,955.60; $20,742.30 (up to a 30% down payment is permitted) results in a balance of $20,896.40; $48,398.70 to be financed for 
a maximum of 4 years with 8 semi-annual payments of $2,612.05; $6,049.84, totalling $20,896.40; $48,398.70 based on 0.00% APR with a cost of credit/borrowing of $0.00. 

**Get $1,100 off the agreed upon purchase price of a new John Deere 5M Tractor. Attachments and implements sold separately. Some restrictions may apply. See your dealer for 
details. Offer cannot be combined with any other offer.

www.JohnDeere.com/Ag

$550 
OFF**

0% 
FINANCING*

OR

be in business no time.”
Golden Triangle was formed 

so its clubs could band togeth-
er to buy equipment and trail 
markers. Its fleet of  groomers 
expanded from four to five 
this year, with the purchase 
of  a groomer custom-built by 
Stoltz Sales and Service and 
AMI Attachments.

The association was hop-
ing to be able to put its new 
groomer straight to work 
this week, but with warmer 
temperatures and no snow 
in the forecast, it seems the 
machine will be idling a bit 
longer. 

Snowmobilers are hop-
ing for a few good weeks of  
snow cover to make up for 

last year’s short season. Al-
though winter started early 
and seemed to hang around 
for a long time, there was 
very little snowfall after Jan-
uary.

“Usually we can count on 
approximately six or seven 
weeks of  good snowmobiling 
weather,” Snyder said. “Last 
year we barely got three 
weeks.”

Permit sales across the as-
sociation are down 25 per 
cent this year, partly because 
riders are waiting for the 
trails to open to buy a per-
mit.

Snyder is also the governor 
for District 5 of  the Ontario 
Federation of  Snowmobile 
Clubs and said sales of  trail 

KATIE EDMONDS

Having hoped to put bad luck 
behind them, the Wellesley Ap-
plejacks experienced some bad 
breaks en route to a pair of  one-
goal losses last week. A 4-3 shoot-
out decision in Ayr was followed 
by a 3-2 defeat on home ice Jan. 9.

Playing Jan. 7 against the Ayr 
Centennials, the Jacks came out 
strong, taking an early lead cour-
tesy of  two goals scored in the 
first period (Ben Jefferies and Pat 
Doyle). Ayr came back with a pair 
of  their own in the second, how-
ever, sending the teams back to the 
room deadlocked at 2-2. Wellesley 
went ahead 3-2 early in the frame 
on a goal by Nathan Regier, but the 
Centennials made it 3-3 with less 
than six minutes to go.

With nothing decided in over-
time, the shootout went five skat-
ers deep before Ayr clinched the W.

“We played very well that night, 
but we let up for less than two min-
ute, took a bad penalty and they 
scored on a very bad giveaway,” 
said coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. 
“Other than that, we controlled 
the play that night so it was a 
tough loss.”

Last Saturday night was an equal-
ly frustrating match for the Jacks, 
said Fitzpatrick, but this time due 
to some bad calls from the referee.

Wellesley fell behind early, as 
Lucan potted one just 37 seconds 
in. They managed to regroup, pre-
venting any good scoring chances, 
but not burying any chances of  
their own. The first 20 minutes 
ended with the score 1-0.

Again in the second, it was the 
visitors who got off  to a quick 
start. Lucan tallied two goals with-
in the first seven minutes, both on 
semi- or full breakaways fuelled 
by fast breakout plays by the Irish, 
which put the Jacks two more in 
the hole before the halfway point. 
For much of  the frame, the Irish 
kept the Jacks at bay, forcing shots 
to be taken from bad angles.

However, with only five min-
utes left in the period, Jacks net-
minder Kurt Martin made a great 

save on a breakaway. That in turn 
propelled an odd-man rush in the 
opposite direction with Justin Ro-
eder (from Chris Armstrong and 
Shawn Fitzpatrick) making the 
most of  the opportunity and put-
ting the Jacks on the board with 
their first goal of  the night. The 
Jacks went into the dressing room 
down by just two, with plenty of  
time on the clock.

Wellesley’s momentum from the 
second period continued into the 
third, as fans saw a new team on 
the ice. Dominating the entire pe-
riod, the Jacks won battles to the 
puck and cycled well in the offen-
sive zone, outshooting and out-
playing their opponent for almost 
the entire 20 minutes. 

Given a missed open-net chance 
and a called-off  goal at the 10-min-
ute mark, the Jacks had their op-
portunities to win the game. The 
goal disallowed by the referee was 
an “unwarranted and very frus-
trating” call, said Fitzpatrick.

“This particular referee is a chal-
lenge for us – we have had more 
disallowed goals on home ice 
when this guy is the referee than 
the rest of  our season put togeth-
er,” he maintained. “Basically, he 
said that we interfered with the 
goalie because he tripped over 
one of  our sticks, but the stick he 
tripped over was his own.”

The Jacks closed the gap with 
just under three minutes left in 
play on a 2-on-1 chance capitalized 
on by Josh Herd (Reiger) via some 
slick stick-work to deke around 
the goaltender. That brought the 
home side to within a goal, but the 
surge was too late.

“Things like bad calls, that’s just 
part of  hockey, so it would do us 
no good to complain about it. But 
it’s very frustrating – all we can 
do is just go out and keep trying to 
win.”

Wellesley hosts the Lambeth 
Lancers Friday night, with the 
puck dropping at 8 p.m. Saturday 
night will find two Jacks – Mike 
Moggy and Read Shantz – tak-
ing part in the Southern Ontario 
Junior Hockey League All-Star 
Game in Lucan.

Jacks see return 
of bad breaks
Squad drops pair of one-goal games

permits are down across the 
province by the same per-
centage.

“We usually sell about 8,000 
permits through province. 
We’re hoping to get there yet 
and it’s a realistic goal, but we 
need the trails to get open and 
then they sell themselves.”

The federation encourages 
riders to buy permits and use 
the trails, rather than other 
landowners’ properties. 

As soon as Old Man Winter 
makes more than a cameo ap-
pearance, the groomers will 
be running around the clock. 
Within 24 hours of  a good 
snowfall, the trails will be 
open, Snyder said.

“We’re as eager to get them 
open as the riders.”

Sledders: Just add snow

PH
OT

O 
| K

AT
IE

 E
DM

ON
DS

INCOMING Wellesley goalie Kurt Martin braces himself for one of 36 shots on goal by the 
Lucan Irish during last Saturday’s game. The Jacks fought hard but lost the game 3-2. 

» From page 13
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KATIE EDMONDS

If  the Elmira Sugar Kings 
seemed to be on a losing 
streak in December, it 
can be said with certainty 
that their luck has turned 
around in the new year. 
Elmira now finds itself  
neck-and-neck with the 
Stratford Cullitons for 
the fifth place spot in the 
Midwestern Conference 
after consecutive wins 
last weekend against two 
fairly competitive teams, 
the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks (3-2) and Stratford 
(5-4). 

Saturday’s game in Cam-
bridge saw the host team 
find the net first on a goal 
by Tyler Luikkonen half-
way into the second pe-
riod, with Elmira’s Josh 
Woolley – assisted by Lu-
kas Baleshta – close on his 
heels with one of  his own. 
The Winter Hawks re-
gained the lead before the 
period was out, however, 
as Luikkonen potted his 
second. 

Early in the third period 
Tyson LeBlanc, with help 

FOLLOW THAT PUCK Elmira forward Andrew Smith skates hard in the 
team’s match against Stratford Sunday. The Kings were triumphant, 
handing the Cullitons a 5-4 loss.

»JUNIOR B HOCKEY

Kings extend winning streak to three
Hard work showing up in the ‘W’ column as Elmira works its way up the league standings

from Baleshta and Riley 
Sonnenburg, tied things 
up at 2-2, at which point 
the game really got inter-
esting for the fans in the 
stands. At 19:26, Elmira’s 
Jon Jutzi (Sonnenburg) 
scored what would prove 
to be the clinching goal on 
the power play, but Cam-
bridge was later awarded 
a penalty shot, adding to 
the tension in the dying 
seconds of  the game.

“It was pretty exciting; 
scoring with 40 seconds 
to go,” said Elmira coach 
Geoff  Haddaway. “One of  
Cambridge’s best players 
got to take a penalty shot 
with 1.3 seconds left and 
Nick [Horrigan] stopped 
him in his tracks. It was 
great.” 

And their momentum 
carried over strongly to 
their game at home the 
following day against 
Stratford, eliciting big 
cheers from the fans at 
the crowded Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.  

Jarred Parent (Shane 
Smith) started the first 
period off  right for the 
Kings with a clean goal 

just five minutes in, but 
the Cullitons pulled up 
their socks and retali-
ated with a power play 
goal by Craig Dalrymple 
just minutes later. Fol-
lowing in his teammate’s 
footsteps, Brad McClure 
made it 2-1 for the visitors 
before the end of  the first. 

“We struggled for the 
rest of  that period. We 
tried to do a lot of  indi-
vidual things rather than 
working together,” noted 
Haddaway. 

But the coach must have 
delivered the right mes-
sage to his charges during 
the intermission because 
the Kings came onto the 
ice ready to play. Their 
efforts showed up on the 
scoreboard.  

Only two minutes into 
the period, LeBlanc bur-
ied the rubber to tie up 
the game with help from 
Sonnenburg and Ryan 
Johnston, which seemed 
to set off  a chain reaction 
for the team. Although 
Stratford outshot the 
Kings, netminder Bran-
don Gorecki was able to 
fend off  the attack, giving 

Sonnenburg the chance 
to turn the puck around 
and score another goal 
on the power play, with 
assists from LeBlanc and 
Baleshta.

 Next up was Baleshta 
netting a goal of  his own 
(Sonnenburg, LeBlanc) 
bringing the score to 4-2 
for the Kings at the end of  
the second frame.

As the third go un-
derway, the crowd was 
revved up and ready to 
let out a cheer when LeB-
lanc scored for the second 
time that night (Baleshta, 
Sonnenburg) on the pow-
er play, giving Elmira a 
strong lead, but perhaps 
a bit too much confidence. 

“I wondered if  we 
thought Stratford would 
just roll over and die,” 
said Haddaway. “They 
are certainly a good team 
so they are not just going 
to give up: there was too 
much time still left on the 
clock. We allowed them 
back in the game at that 
point.”

Stratford fought back 
hard and their efforts 
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See KINGS »17
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»SCORECARD Submit your sports scores to:
jmiltenburg@woolwichobserver.com

WOOLWICH U10 GIRLS WESTERN REGION 
RINGETTE
Jan. 6
Kitchener 4, Woolwich 2
Goals: Dez Kirkey, Madison Waters (Arista-
na Paleczny, Kate Martin, Mackenzie Bea-
com)
Jan. 9
Woolwich 4, Waterloo 2
Goals: Cassidy Moser x2, Meagan Scheur-
ing x2 (Kate Gramlow)

WOOLWICH NOVICE GIRLS LL#1
Jan. 9
Waterloo 2, Woolwich 0

WOOLWICH NOVICE GIRLS LL#2
Jan. 9
Waterloo 2, Woolwich 1
Goal: Liette Fife (Zoe Peev)

WOOLWICH NOVICE BOYS LL#1
Jan. 9
Woolwich 3, Beverly 2
Goals: Zac Pickard x2, Kyle Deyell (Kayden 
Zacharczuk)
Jan. 10
Woolwich 9, Ayr 2
Goals: Zac Pickard x5, Joseph Boehm x2, 
Kayden Zacharczuk, Sullivan Keen (Eric Po-
irier x2, Nathan Taylor x2, Zachery Verwey 
x2, Kyle Deyell x3, Kayden Zacharczuk, Mat-
thew Brubacher, Gavin Roemer, Joseph 
Boehm)

WOOLWICH NOVICE BOYS LL#4
Jan. 9
Woolwich 8, Ayr 0
Goals: Ben Witmer, Hunter Schmitt x2, Eli 
Baldin x3, Kieffer Beard, Colton Schmitt 
(Owen Harnock x4, Eli Baldin)
Shutout: Nate Maier
Jan. 10
LL#4 5, LL#3 2
LL#4 Goals: Colin Merlihan, Kieffer Beard, 
Colton Schmitt, Eli Baldin x2 (Colin Mer-
lihan, Cameron Martin, Colton Schmitt, 
Hunter Schmitt)
LL#3 Goals: Simon Zenker, Jackson Hale 
(Owen Hill-Ring, Travis Weber, Brendon 
Gilles x2)

WOOLWICH TYKE SELECT A BOYS
Jan. 3
Woolwich 5, Dundas 1
Goals: Brady Brezynskie x2, Lucas Huber, 
Connor Bradley, Isiah Katsube (Brett Allen, 
Isiah Katsube) 
Jan. 10
Woolwich 6, Oakville 1
Goals: Kyler Austin x2, Spencer Young x2, 
Brady Brezynskie, Jacob Clemmer (Lucas 
Huber x2, Trevor Ferretti, Ryan Elliot, Con-
nor Bradley, Brady Brezynskie, Jacob Clem-
mer, Keaton McLaughlin)

WOOLWICH MAJOR NOVICE A BOYS
Jan. 6
Woolwich 7, Brampton 2
Goals: Brody Waters x3, Mackenzie Willms 
x2, Jacob Code, Austin Cousineau (Josh 
Martin x2, Lucas Shantz x2, Kurtis Hoover 
x2, Sam Davidson, Mackenzie Willms, 
Griffen Rollins)
Jan. 9
Woolwich 5, Hespeler 2
Goals: Josh Martin, Griffen Rollins, Austin 
Cousineau, Jacob Code, Brody Waters (Seth 

paid off  when Brad Mc-
Clure netted one, fol-
lowed by another quick 
point for the Cullitons by 
Steve McParland on the 
power play. In the third 
frame, Stratford outplayed 
Elmira, tallying 11 shots 
to Elmira’s four and apply-
ing tremendous pressure 
in the final 10 minutes. 
Their efforts were reward-
ed, but it was not enough 
to tie up the game, leaving 
them one goal behind at 

the final buzzer. 
“Once we got to 5-4 I 

think we did a really good 
job shutting them down,” 
said Haddaway. “When 
you have an opponent 
down three goals at home, 
you want to make sure 
they stay down, so hope-
fully we learned a lesson 
there when they started 
to catch up.” 

The Kings take three 
consecutive wins into 
this weekend’s match-
ups against Guelph and 

Kitchener. 
“I know we were on a los-

ing streak but I thought 
we were playing quite 
well. It was just a matter 
of  being a little bit more 
consistent within those 60 
minutes,” said Haddaway 
of  the pre-Christmas 
stretch. “It’s nice for the 
guys to get rewarded for 
their hard work.”

The Kings are home to-
morrow night (Sunday) to 
face the Kitchener Dutch-
men.  Game time is 7 p.m.

Morrison x2, Lucas Huber x2, Justin Taylor, 
Lucas Shantz)

WOOLWICH RUSSELL ATOM AE BOYS
Jan. 9
Woolwich 5, Dundas 1
Goals: James Cooper, Cameron Brown, Na-
than Horst, Walker Schott, Nick Campagno-
lo (Zachary Pogue x3, James Cooper, Cam-
eron Brown,  Mathew Uhrig, Kyle Bruder)

WOOLWICH MAJOR ATOM A BOYS
Jan. 9
Guelph 2, Woolwich 1
Sheldon Metzger (Keagan Saunders)
Jan. 11
Woolwich 5, Burlington 4
Goals: Keagan Saunders, Jonah Boehm x2, 
Sheldon Metzger, Connor Martin (Noah 
Zeller, Jacob Uridil, Daniel Gallant x3, Con-
nor Martin, Mitch Waters, 
Sheldon Metzger x2)

WOOLWICH PEEWEE B GIRLS
Guelph Thunderstorm tournament
Jan. 8 – Game 1
Woolwich 2, Guelph 0
Goals: Cora Keiswetter, Landis Saunders 
(Megan Lair, Cassandra Tuffnail, Gillian Ol-
sthoorn)
Shutout: Dana Colombo
Jan. 9 – Game 2
Woolwich 8, Tillsonburg 0
Goals: Michelle Bauman x3, Gillian Olsthoo-
rn x2, Landis Saunders x3 (Claire Hanley, 
Marlee Kernick, Cora Keiswetter x3, Amber 
MacPherson x2, Landis Saunders x2, Megan 
Lair x2, Kendra Harold x2, Emily Willms)
Shutout: Dana Colombo
Game 3
Woolwich 5, Oshawa 1
Goals: Cassandra Tuffnail, Cora Keiswet-
ter, Kendra Harold, Landis Saunders, Claire 
Hanley (Gillian Olsthoorn x2, Megan Lair x2, 
Landis Saunders, Cassandra Tuffnail, Cora 
Kieswetter, Michelle Bauman)
Jan. 10 – Semi-final
Woolwich 3, North Halton 1
Goals: Kendra Harold, Megan Lair, Gillian 
Olsthoorn (Kendra Harold, Cora Kieswetter 
x2, Cassandra Tuffnail)
Championship
Woolwich 3, Waterloo 1
Landis Saunders, Cassandra Tuffnail, Taylor 
Rempel (Landis Saunders)

WOOLWICH PEEWEE BOYS LL#1
Jan. 9
Woolwich 5, New Hamburg 2
Goals: Matthew Lalonde x3, Trent Thomp-
son, Austin Horst (Kyle Ropp, Spencer An-
dersen, Austin Horst, Matthew Lalonde, 
Trent Thompson, Nick Berlet)
Jan. 10
St. George 5, Woolwich 2
Goals: Matthew Lalonde, Trent Thompson 
(Kyle Ropp)

WOOLWICH RUSSELL PEEWEE AE BOYS
Jan. 9
Dundas 2, Woolwich 1
Goal: Jake Lewis (Bradley Mathieson)
Jan. 10
Wellington 1, Woolwich 0

WOOLWICH BANTAM B GIRLS
Guelph Thunderstorm tournament
Jan. 8 – Game 1

Woolwich 4, Tillsonburg 0
Goals: Sarah Church, Jenna Martin, Mel-
anie Schwartzentruber, Jennifer Norris 
(Lindsey Bauman, Tori Martin x2, Lea Ol-
sthoorn, Sarah Church, Rebecca Luis)
Shutout: Lizzie VanDerStam
Jan. 9 – Game 2
Woolwich 3, South Huron 0
Goals: Melanie Schwartzentruber, Jenni-
fer Norris, Emily Chapman (Jennifer Nor-
ris, Rebecca Luis, Melanie Schwartzentru-
ber, Jenna Martin)
Shutout: Lauren Lesage
Game 3
Sarnia 4, Woolwich 0
Jan. 10 – Semi-finals
Woolwich 4, Niagara Falls 0
Goals: Jenna Martin x2, Sarah Church, 
Jennifer Norris (Jenna Martin, Lea Olst-
hoorn, Rebecca Luis, Melanie Schwartz-
entruber, Jennifer Norris)
Championship
Sarnia 3, Woolwich 2
Goals: Melanie Schwartzentruber, Rebec-
ca Luis (Lauren Lawson, Corey Hinsperger, 
Jennifer Norris)
Jan. 11
Woolwich 2, Waterloo 0
Goals: Sarah Church, Jennifer Norris (Jen-
na Martin, Lauren Lawson)
Shutout: Lauren Lesage

WOOLWICH BANTAM AE BOYS
Jan. 2
Woolwich 3, Acton 3
Goals: Dalton Wojcik, William Frank, Tyler 
Fulcher (James Robertson, AJ Preister, JP 
Reitzel, Kirk Tuffnail, Charlie Pavanel)
Jan. 5
Ancaster 5, Woolwich 2
Goals: Charlie Pavanel, Ryan Schinker 
(Quinten Hunter-Rhodes, Adam Cook, Ty-
ler Fulcher)
Jan. 9
Wellington 7, Woolwich 1
Goal: William Frank (Blake Cabeldu, 
Adam Cook)
Jan. 10
Hespler 3, Woolwich 2
Goals: Ryan Schinker x2 (Tyler Fulcher, 
Matthew Halter )

WOOLWICH MINOR BANTAM A BOYS
Jan. 6
Woolwich 4, Caledon 2
Goals: Tristen White, Owen Griffiths, Alex 
White, Alex MacLean (Austin Mole x2, 
Johnny Clifford, Bo Uridil, Owen Griffiths)
Jan. 8
Owen Sound 4, Woolwich 1
Goal: Alex MacLean (Bo Uridil)
Jan. 10
Burlington 2, Woolwich 1
Goals: Bo Uridil (Alex MacLean)

TWIN CENTRE MIDGET GIRLS LL
Jan. 12
Twin Centre 1, Waterloo 1
Goal: Hannah Snider (Jayme Marshall, 
Carling Cisecki)

WOOLWICH MIDGET BOY LL#2
Jan. 10
Woolwich 4, Beverly 1
Goals: Scott Young x2, Shane Young, Dan 
Faries (Christian Davenport, Andreas 
Derksen-Hiebert, Aaron Hoffer, Shane 
Young)

The ring’s the thing

BACK FROM TILLSONBURG The Bunny White team was one of three Woolwich ringette teams that par-
ticipated in the annual Tillsonburg tournament in early January. Back row: Ryan Beisel, Barry Bauman, Steve 
Jacobi, Matt Roth and Nancy Jacobi. Middle row: Kayla McDougall, Mackenzie Beisel, Melyssa MacDonald, 
Jacob Grant, Alice Wang and Charlise Roth. Front row: Michael Wang, Sydney Patterson, Simon Bauman, 
Brianna Jacobi, Reid Henderson and Gavin Klemetsch.

TAKIN’ GUELPH BY STORM The Woolwich Peewee B girls went undefeated on their way to claiming gold 
at the Guelph Thunderstorm tournament last weekend. Back row: trainer Sandy Olsthoorn, assistant coach 
Greg Saunders, coach Steve Hanley, Marlee Kernick and Cassandra Tuffnail. Middle row: Michelle Bauman, 
Megan Lair, Landis Saunders, Amber MacPherson, Kendra Harold, Emily Willms and Taylor Rempel. Front 
row: Cora Kieswetter, Gillian Olsthoorn, Claire Hanley and goalie Dana Colombo.

ALL FOR ONE The Twin Centre PeeWee C Hericanes brought home gold from a Mount Forest tournament 
last weekend. The girls shut out Mildmay and Bruce Peninsula before defeating the host team twice to claim 
first place. Back row: Kelly Lee, Rick Pearce, Trevor Lee and Cook Hammer. Middle: Kayla Lee, Cassidy Pearce, 
Carley Scheerer, Erika Lebold, Meagan Esbaugh, Autumn Hergott and Lauren Brick. Front: Kassidy Tucker, 
Breanna Michael, Laura Hemmerich, Hannah Klassen, Leah Gloin, Pam Hammer and Carly Bender.

Peewee girls sweep to gold

Hericanes return victorious
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Kings: Reward for hard work
» From page 16
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OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30; Saturdays  8-4; Sunday Closed

  1205 King Street, St. Jacobs

519.664.2226 | 519.664.3400 | Fax: 519.664.3889

FROM 96¢
Laminate Flooring

Many More In Store Specials

/sq.ft.

Save 15% Off
Check Out The Stanley Wall of Tools

on all in-stock 
Stanley Tools

Now Is The Time
To Renovate

Take advantage of the Federal 
Home Renovation Tax Credit.

Before it ends on February 1, 2010

Sale Ends February 1, 2010

5 2  Y E A R S  I N  B U S I N E S S

• Concrete removal & replacement •Excavation 
•Remodeling & restoration

Serving your community for over 20 years.

trappconstruction@bell.blackberry.net

Marty Trapp | RR#1 Elmira | 519-846-9066

GENERAL CONTRACTING
residential   •   agricultural
commercial   •   industrial

CONSTRUCTION INC.

HOME RENOVATION 
TAX CREDIT

MARG BRUBACHER
Interior Painting & Colour Consulting

R.R. #4 (50 Barnswallow Dr), Elmira

marg.brubacher@sympatico.ca

MARG BRUBACHER

519.669.4269

For All of Your

HOME 
RENOVATIONS
                           Supplies

• Tool Rental
• Custom Sheds

• Mill Shop
• Screen Repair

• Boom Truck Service
• Skid Steer Mini Excavator

• Key Cutting
• Knife Sharpening

7873 Wellington Rd. 8 (1KM East of Drayton)

519-638-2420

Mon-Fri 7am - 6pm | Sat 8am-4pm | Closed Sundays

WE
DELIVER

FREE
ESTIMATES

A PROUDLY CANADIAN COMPANY

www.richmondheatingandair.com

• High Efficiency Heating
• Air Conditioning
• Natural Gas Piping
• Service All Makes of Furnaces
• FREE Quotes on New Furnaces

CONSIDERING A 
NEW FURNACE?

DON’T HAVE AIR
CONDITIONING?

CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY
A HIGH EFFICIENCY FURNACE

OR AN AIR CONDITIONING UNIT.

1-2633 Hergott Rd.
St. Clements
519.699.1118

BUILDING CENTRE HOURS: 
Mon.-Wed. 7:00-5:30; Thurs, Fri 7:00-6:30; Saturdays  8-5

2196 Gerber Rd., Wellesley
519-656-2010

• Additions
• Flooring
• Windows & Doors

• Decks
• Paint
• Building Supplies
• And More!• Renovations

   (Kitchen & Bathroom)

Your Full Service

HEADQUARTERS

HOME RENOVATION HOME RENOVATION 
There’s still time to take advantage of the

Eligible 
» Renovating a kitchen, bathroom, or basement
» New carpet or hardwood fl oors
» Building an addition, deck, fence or retaining wall
» A new furnace or water heater
» Painting the interior or exterior of  a house
» Resurfacing a driveway
» Laying new sod

You have until January 31st, 2010

Ineligible 
» Furniture & appliances
   (refrigerator, stove, couch)
» Purchase of  tools
» Carpet cleaning
» Maintenance contracts
   (furnace cleaning, snow removal, lawn care,
   pool cleaning, etc.)

Examples of  HRTC eligible and ineligible expenditures
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CLASSIFIED DEPT. »

ADVERTISING POLICY |  All advertising is accepted subject to the Publisher’s discretion. 
The Publisher will not be responsible for damages arising out of errors in advertisements 
beyond the amount paid for the space occupied by that portion of the advertisement in 
which the error occured. Please check your ad on the first day of publication. The Ob-
server’s responsibility, if any, is limited to the charge for the space for one insertion only.

PLACING A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT |  Classified ads can be obtained in person, 
by phone | fax from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-5pm or Friday 8:30am-4pm. Email que-
ries  to classifieds@woolwichobserver.com 24/7 - email will be replied by next business 
day. All classified ads are prepaid by Visa | MasterCard | Debit | Cash | Cheque unless on 
account. Deadline is Thursdays by 10am.

       AD RATES | Residential 20-Word Ad   $7.50   Extra Words 20¢/word   |   Commercial 20-Word Ad   $12.00   Extra Words 30¢/word   |   Bold Headline   Add $1.00 /line   |   Display Ads are quoted individually.

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.com

List your own 
classifieds
online for 

FREE at 

ObserverXtra.
com

COMPUTERS

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP wANTED

HELP wANTED

HELP wANTED

112 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira
519-669-5551

Come see our showroom at: 

Sales and
Service

onnie Crescent, Elmirarar
519-669-5551

Come see our showroom at: 

Sales and
Service

CALL FOR DETAILS

COMPUTERS - LAPTOPS

AZ DRIVER
Local & Long distance.

Livestock experience an asset but will train.
Competitive wages & benefits.

Call 519-669-3991 or 519-577-2900

HELP WANTED
Now Hiring for:

Paid Training. Valuable Experience. 
Hot Opportunities. Benefits Available.

What makes our customers happy 
is what motivates our employees.  
Honesty, caring and a workplace 
that feels like home.

Apply in person to 
305 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Full Time 
Assistant Manager

Candidate must be flexible, have 
time management skills and meet 
and anticipate new challenges.

10 Church St. W., Elmira

LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED

FAST and FREE 
Delivery Service

2 PART-TIME EMPLOYEES
• Hours - Part Time Flex with hours (30+) weekly 
average. Must be available Mon-Friday Days 
(Some nights and Saturdays also)
• Computer Literacy and a Smile is a must

Drop off resumé at the store

Office supply store and copy centre is looking for

FOR SALE

 » Girls Figure Skates - 2  
pairs size 4 and 1 pair  size 
5. Excellent condition. $10 
each. Call  519-669-0909.

FOR SALE

 » Passport Photos, Gun  
licences etc. $10. Brian’s  
Photo, 57 Arthur St. S.,  
Elmira. 519-210-0608.

wORK wANTED

 » Looking For More  
cleaning jobs.... Phone  
519-669-5430,Ella Mae.

RENTALS

 » Barn For Rent, Florad-
ale. 519-669-0394.

RENTALS

 » 2 Bedroom Unit avail-
able immediately - 14  
Spring Street - Drayton.  
1st floor unit in good con-
dition. Call 519-669-1544  
Mildred or Len Frey.
 » 36 Memorial  Ave., 

Elmira. 2 BR basement  
apartment, available Feb.  
1st. Only $775 + utilities.  
Parking $25/mo.  Please  
call  Bob Eby at  519-744-
3711.
 » Available Immediately.  

2 Bedroom apartment in  
adult building, no smok-
ing, no pets. $850  + hydro.  
519-429-0230 or  519-
718-9292.
 » Elmira - Large, One 

bedroom, downtown Feb. 
1.  $495 + utilities.  519-
669-5431.
 » Elmira - 3 bed, main  

floor,  bungalow. Utilities  
incl., quiet neighbourhood. 
$950. Available  Feb. 1. Call  
519-574-6105.
 » Shared Living accom-

modations in Elmira for  
mature, single, girl.  Non-
smoker, no pets.  Shared 
kitchen, private  bath, rec-
room.  519-669-3996 after 
5p.m.
 » Downtown St. Jacobs.  

One bedroom apartment,  
quiet neighbourhood. Pri-
vate entrance, air condi-
tioned, utilities included.  
Mature, non smoking  adult 
preferred. No pets.  $725/
mth, available Feb.  1. 519-
664-1717.

RENTALS

 » Elmira - 1 Bedroom 
in  quiet, clean building. 
Mature,  non smoking 
adult  preferred. $530/
mth +  utilities. Call  519-
669-2212.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

 » Give the Gift of Music! 
Guitar & Bass Lessons, 
Musical  Instruments & 
Accessories.  Gift Cer-
tificates available.  Call 
519 -669-5885.

LOST & FOUND

 » Lost in Elmira along 
Arthur St. on December 
17.  Gold chain bracelet, 
extra  long. Please call  
519-669-8865.

AUTOMOTIVE

 » 2003 Grand Caravan  
Sport - 3.3L V6, auto-
matic trany, rear air and 
heat,  power windows, 
locks,  A/C, quad seat-
ing, and  much more. 
Great shape,  one own-
er. 96,250 km.  $8,900. 
Voisin Chrysler  519-
669-2831.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

 » Need A Hair  Updo 
done   f o r  a  spec ia l 
event?  Prom? Gradua-
tion? Wedding? $30.00/
head. Cal l   Jackie at 
519-669-4367.

COMM/IND FOR 
RENT

 » Industrial Bay for rent.  
64 Howard Ave., Elmira.  
2000 sq ft., open space.  14’ 
high bay door. 16’  ceiling 
height, good for  mezza-
nine. separate hydro, gas 
and water meters. Inquiries 
please call  519-465-8421 
or  519-669-1461 ext. 22.
 » Space For Lease:  Re-

tail/light commercial up  to 
3000 sq’ available.  Can 
be divided into  smaller 
sections. Newly  redone, 
rear/front entrance, floor 
heating, 9’  ceilings, ample 
parking  many uses per-
mitted.  Fronted in main 
intersection of St. Clements 
corner of Lobsinger Line 
and  Herrgott Rd. Every-
thing  included $2.95 per 
sq’.  Call 519-404-8879.

COMM/IND FOR 
RENT

 » For Lease - Industrial  
unit, 2640 sq ft., M2 zon-
ing, 16’ x 16’ bay door,  600 
volt service. Call  Dennis, 
519-502-8364.

Senior squad in tough against KCI

GETTING SOME AIR Matt Bauman drives to the net Tuesday afternoon as the EDSS senior boys took on Kitchener 
Collegiate. A series of fouls in the final minutes saw the Lancers drop a close game 60-53. 

STOP AND DROP Yi Wang stops a shot on net in EDSS girls’ hockey action Tuesday afternoon. The Lancers held 
on to first place in the standings after downing Forest Heights 9-3.
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Lady Lancers maintain top spot
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Take Notice that in accordance with the 
Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, 
the Township of Woolwich has received a 
complete application by Conestoga Golf & 
Country Club Ltd. for a proposed Zoning By-
law Amendment as detailed below.  Please 
be advised that Notice of a Complete Ap-
plication does not indicate whether the mu-
nicipality is in support of, or in opposition 
to the proposals.  That determination will 
be made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public 
Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning 
Act, to consider the following Zone Change 
application.  No decisions will be made at 
this meeting; its purpose is to provide addi-
tional information to the public and agen-
cies and to receive comments and informa-
tion from them.

The Township has received a Zone Change 
application from GSP Group on behalf of 
Conestoga Golf & Country Club Ltd. for the 
property located at 400 Golf Course Road, 
Conestogo (see Map 1) and described as 
German Company Tract Part Lot 41, Da-
vidson Plan 601 Lots 433 to 46, Margaret 
Street, Plan 1657 Part Block 76.  The prop-
erty is designated Urban and Restricted 
Land Use Area in the Township’s Offi cial 
Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A) with a 
fl ood plain (f) suffi x and site-specifi c provi-
sions to permit a golf course, a club house 
and uses accessory including a tennis 
court, swimming pool and other incidental 

uses to the operation of a golf course.  The 
property is developed with a clubhouse and 
27-hole golf course.

The applicant is requesting permission to 
amend the site-specifi c zoning regulations 
in order to add a cycling club (and acces-
sory or related uses) as an additional recre-
ational activity for the property.  The effect 
of the zoning would allow the cycling club 
to operate within the proposed new club-
house, to be relocated to the south east 
corner of the property (formerly the driving 
range).  The proposed clubhouse is to be 2 
or 3 stories in height with a ground fl oor 
area of approximately 650 square metres 
(7,000 square feet).

Please Note: 
APPEALS:

Zoning Amendment
If a person or public body that fi les an ap-

peal of a decision of the Council of the 
Township of Woolwich in respect of the 
proposed zoning by-laws does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting or 
make written submissions to the Council 
of the Township of Woolwich before the 
proposed zoning by-law amendments are 
passed:
a) the person or public body is not entitled 
to appeal the decision of the Township of 
Woolwich to the Ontario Municipal Board; 
and
b) the person or public body may not be 
added as a party to the hearing of an ap-
peal before the Ontario Municipal Board 
unless, in the opinion of the Board, there 
are reasonable grounds to add the person 
or public body as a party.

NOTIFICATION:  If you wish to be notifi ed 
of additional Township public meetings 
or Township staff reports regarding these 
applications you must make a written 
request to Engineering and Planning Ser-
vices at the Township of Woolwich at the 
address shown at the top of this page.
If you cannot attend the meeting, you can 
express your concerns/comments about 
the proposed change in writing to the 
Township of Woolwich.  Any comments re-
ceived on or before January 26, 2010 (Note 
that this date is before the public meet-
ing) will be included in a report prepared 
by Engineering and Planning Services and 
presented at the Public Meeting.  Any com-
ments received after the Public Meeting, 

but prior to Council making a decision on 
the applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying 
your submission is being collected under 
the authority of the Planning Act and may 
form part of the public record which may 
be released to the public.  Questions about 
this collection should be directed to the 
Records and Freedom of Information Of-
fi cer at 519-669-6005 or 519-664-2613 
ext. 6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view 
planning documents and background ma-
terial relating to this application at the 
Township of Woolwich, Engineering and 
Planning Services Department between 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, or on the Township website at  www.
woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be 
directed to:

Township of Woolwich
Engineering and Planning Services

Department
Box 158

24 Church Street West
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

Telephone: 519-669-1647 / 519-664-2613

Dated at the Township of Woolwich
this 16th day of January, 2010.

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday February 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Township Council Chambers: 24 Church Street West, Elmira
Regarding

Conestoga Golf & Country Club - Zone Change 17/2009

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC

MEETING
The Chemtura Public
Advisory Committee

(CPAC)
Meeting will be held

Monday, January 18, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.
in the Council Chambers

24 Church Street West, Elmira

2010 DOG TAGS
Dog Tags for 2010 are now available to be purchased at the 
following locations:

• Township of Woolwich Offi ce
 4 Church Street West, Elmira.
• Village Pet Food Shoppe
 10 Church St. W., Elmira
• Creature Comfort Pet Emporium
 1553 King Street  North, St. Jacobs
• Eldale Veterinary Clinic
 150 Church Street West, Elmira
• Breslau Animal Hospital
 2057 Victoria St. North (Unit 3), Breslau, Ontario. 

If you have found a dog or lost your dog please call the Town-
ship Offi ce at 519-669-1647 Extension 6106.

The fees before April 15th are:
Neutered/Spayed - $20.00

Non-neutered/non-spayed - $25.00

And after April 15th are:
Neutered/Spayed - $25.00

Non-neutered/non-spayed - $30.00

A replacement tag costs $5.00
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519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.comHOME HUNTERS »

DIRECT....519-503-9533 | HOME ....519-669-3074 | OFFICE ...519-888-7110

Paul MartinPaul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

 EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz
180 Weber St. S., Waterloo

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

EMAIL: paul@remaxsolidgold.biz paul@remaxsolidgold.biz paul@remaxsolidgold.biz
180 Weber St. S., Waterloo

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

www.homeswithpaul.ca

Free Market Evaluations

This handsome  home is 
equipped with double garage, 
3 bdrms, 3 bthrms and upper 
� r laundry. Ceramic tile and 
hardwood in all main tra�  c areas 
and maple railings. Inspiring eat 
in kitchen with Barzotti custom 
cabinetry.  Large great rm with 
gas � re place and mantle. Master 
bdrm has walk through double 
closets to ensuite. MLS

Great location on quiet 
cul-de-sac. This bright 
home has 3+1 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, seperate 
dining room, double 
garage and driveway. 
Main � oor recently redone. 
Central air and vac. Large 
established lot. MLS

$334,500

$315,000

Unique century home 
3bdrms, 2baths, eat-in 
kit, sep DR, 4 season sun 
rm, bsmt workshop, sngl 
detached garage, lg lot, w/
established trees/gardens, 
close to ammenities. 
Updates: roof ‘09, wiring, 
plumbing, lighting, wndws. 
Imm poss’n avail. MLS

HURON HOMES INC.

45’ and 50’ lots available 
in Elmira.  Several plans 
available in bungalow or 
2 storey models, or will 
build to suit your needs.

This Wellesley raised 
bungalow is only 10 
mins. from Waterloo. 
Equipped with 5 lrg 
bdrms, 3(4 pc.) bthrms, 
2 kits, 3 car garage and 
drive. 1400 sq ft. inlaw 
suite w/side walk out. Lrg 
60x130ft. fenced lot. Lots 
of living space. MLS

Fantastic family home!  With 3 spacious bdrms, 4 bthrms. 
Upgrades include ceramic tile, maple kitchen cupboards, 
3 pc. master ensuite, hdwd � oors and gas f/p in great 
room. Bsmnt is � nished with a 4 pc. bath. Sliders to deck 
overlooking fenced yard backing onto green belt. MLS

$359,000

$339,000

Retirement at it’s best. 
Let Huron Homes build 
this beautiful bungalow 
for your needs. 2 bdrms 
on main flr, if you like 2 
more in bsmt, with a lg 
rec. rm. lg master w/ens. 
Dbl garage. Backs on to 
green belt. MLS

All the comforts for this 
large exceptional family 
home. 10ft high ceilings, 4 
bdrms, 3 baths. Enjoy the 
gourmet eat-in kit, sep DR, 
master ens, mudroom just 
o�  garage, upper � r lndry. 
Stunning ceramic tile and 
hardwood in main tra�  c 
areas. Located on a 50ft 
lot. MLS

$439,000

$369,000

Build your dream 
home! Why buy resale 
when you can build on 
this 50ft lot backing onto 
green belt? 4 bdrms, 
3 baths, mn � r lndry, 
Master w/ens and walk-
in closet. Hrdwd/ceramic 
throughout mn � r, maple 
kit cabinets. MLS

$349,000

FEATURE PROPERTY

$299,900
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519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942
FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.comHOME HUNTERS »

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519-669-8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record
     MVA Residential

Res: 519-669-1068519-669-2772

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 
45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

TRACEY
WILLIAMS
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519-505-0627

www.thurrealestate.com

Prestigous Location - backing onto wooded parkland! Custom built 3+ 
bungalow - lots of windows! 3 gas f/p’s. 3 bathrms. (whirlpool ensuite). 
Cozy fam. room. Large rec. rm w/built-ins & bar area & games rm. Lots 
of storage. Huge deck with 3 walkouts. You won’t be disappointed! neW 
MLs $523,750.

centurY HoMe in LinWood - 3 
bdrms, 2 bths. Natural woodwork. 
Main fl. laundry. 24’ x 30’ heated 
workshop. Huge lot - 134’ x 113’!  
MLs $229,900

neW bungaLoW - lovely lot backing 

to open farmland. LR w/hardwood & 9’ 

ceiling! Spacious master bdrm. w/

ensuite. Main flr. laundry. Upper level 

fam. room. MLs $399,900

June Possesion! - Spotless! 
Great location. Newer windows, 
flooring, trim & drs. bathroom. 
Refaced cupboards. Large rec. rm., 
2 pc. Shows AA!  MLs $289,900.

draYton - Immaculate home 
backing to park land. Impressive 
great room. Eat-in kit. PLUS din. 
room. 4 bathrms. Fin. rec. rm. w/f.p.  
MLs $274,900.

Park-Like grounds -  11 
acres, mixed bush, pond! Lovely 
updated bungalow & barn/
shop. Mins from Elmira/K-W & 
Guelph. MLs $569,000

great Location - 3 bdrm bungalow 
w/spacious dining area. Laminate in 
LR. New carpets in bdrm. Sunroom. 
C/A. Fin. rec. rm. Oversized garage.  
MLs $239,900.

BEAT THE HST!! Are you thinking of 
buying or selling this Spring? Act now 
to avoid the new Harmonized Sales 
Tax - call us for details!

EMAIL: Elmira@royallepage.ca 
WEBSITE: www.royallepage.ca/elmira

BONNIE
BRUBACHER

Broker of Record

SHANNA
ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE
LANGDON
Sales Rep.

DALE
KELLER

Sales Rep.

MONIQUE
BRUBACHER
Sales Rep.

DARREN 
ROMKEY

Sales Rep.

ELMIRA 
REAL ESTATE 
SERVICES

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 1, Elmira

N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

THIS WEEK'S FEATURE PROPERTIES
Country Living
$279,500 DRAYTON.   NEW PRICE | Family 
home with 4 bedrooms, huge master with 
ensuite, large deck for entertaining with 
gas BBQ hookup; finished rec room; front 
porch and many other features.  MLS

invEStMEnt ProPErty
$330,000 ELMIRA.  NEW PRICE | All brick 
tri-plex located in a desirable part of 
Elmira. Separate hydro meters for each 
unit, parking spaces for tenants; fenced 
yard; all appliances now owned by seller 
are included.   MLS

Country HoME & BArn
$473,000 ELMIRA.  NEW PRICE.  | Well kept 
home on paved road close to Elmira with some 
renovations plus an addition.  The barn could be 
used for many things such as a shop/storage shed.  
The property also features an apple orchard and 
has lots of parking for all your toys.  MLS

AttrACtivE CAPE CoD 
HoME
$329,000 DRAYTON | Country kitchen with 
natural hickory cabinets; walk-out to deck 
and picturesque valley view;  mn flr family rm, 
laundry and den/living rm;  3 bdrms, 2 bths,  
100 x 150' lot; oversized double garage. MLS

Country BungALoW - 5 
ACrES!
$409,000 | Excellent location between Elmira and 
Listowel on a paved road. Unique design with 
centre vaulted living and dining divided with wood 
burning fireplace, spacious oak kitchen, finished 
basement, inground pool, 3 season room plus 
more!!    MLS.

Country PArADiSE
$674,900 CROSSHILL. | This custom built 2,800 sq. 
ft. 2-storey home surrounded by 100 ft. white pine & 
spruce trees located 20 minutes from Waterloo on a 
42 acre mixed bush lot with riding trails, 2 springs and 
a pond features 7 bdrms, 4 bthrms, finished bsmnt 
ideal for in-law set-up, mn flr laundry and mstr bdrm, 
22 new windows, 4 new doors and new geo-thermal 
heating system.  NEW MLS

54 ACrES
$499,900 ARISS. | 40 Acres workable, 
spring fed creek along edge of property 
with some bush. A great building location 
in a desirable area. NEW MLS.

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage

 

Your referrals are
appreciated!

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

4B Arthur St. S. Elmira • www.remaxsolidgold.biz
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

BERT MARTIN, BROKER

Your referrals are
appreciated!

BUNGALOW WITH GREAT CURB APPEAL in 
the downtown area o�ers open concept 
kitchen, dining and living room, main �oor 
laundry, two bedrooms plus master with 
ensuite, basement family room and recroom 
plus large un�nished area. Roof and central air 
three years. Garage 20x13’6”. MLS

$279,900

Paul & David Samis
Sales Representatives

www.paulanddavidrealtors.comwww.paulanddavidrealtors.com

PHONE...519-745-7000 | DIRECT...519-502-0547

www.paulanddavidrealtors.comwww.paulanddavidrealtors.comwww.paulanddavidrealtors.comwww.paulanddavidrealtors.com

519-745-7000 | Brokerage

Linwood, Ideal 
Setting for  an

Equestrian Farm - $595,000
Room to construct additional facilities. 
Lrg home features hardwood floors, 
lovely foyer, eat-in kitchen, wood 
fireplace and lrg porch, clay loam, 
random tile.

NEW
 PRIC

E

Moorefield, 98 Acres, 
in Excellent 

State of Fertility - $895,000
Land rented, bldgs in excellent cond. 
New hydro line from road 1999- 
underground lines from transformer, 
new submersible pump.

NEW
 PRIC

E

www. .com.com.com.com | 519.669.5790

Buying a home in the area?
We’ve got you covered.

 | | | | | 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790 519.669.5790

Open House Information Printed Every Saturday
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                  LOCAL CHURCH                               SERVICES DIRECTORY

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTED

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

P L A C E S 
O F  F A I T H

1151 Snyder’s Flat Rd., Bloomingdale • 519-745-2411 
www.bloomingdalemennonite.com

Bloomingdale
Mennonite Church
Sundays - 9:45 am Family Worship Service

11:00 am Sunday School for all ages
2 First St., Elmira • 519-669-5030

Sunday Worship
9:30 am - 10:30am

“Making Faith
Live”

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday, January 17, 2010
9:15 and 11:00 am

New Series: Ready or Not, Here I Come!
#2 “You Don’t Have To Fear The Future”

Sunday School
during Worship

Minister:
Rev. Dave Jagger

Sunday Worship: 10:55am

Trinity United Church
ELMIRA

Visit our website on: www.wondercafe.ca 
21 Arthur St., North • Church Office 519-669-5560
“Our mission is to love, learn and live by Christ’s teachings”

Christmas Eve | 6:00 and 8:00pm | communion at both

48 Hawkesville Rd. • 519-664-2311

Upbeat Family  
Worship & 

Sunday School  
10:00 am

Wheelchair accessible • Nursery Care provided • Hearing Assisted

Calvary United
St. Jacobs

Welcome to

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at 
John Mahood 
Public School

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-14595 First St., Elmira • Services at 
SUNDAY, JAN. 17, 2010 @ 10:30AM

Church

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church

No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!
Celebrate Eucharist with us

Mass times are: 
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

Jesus is the 
Reason for 
the Season

290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

R E A C H  W I T H  L O V E .  T E A C H  T H E  T R U T H .  S E N D  I N  P O W E R

Worship with us Sundays at 10:30am
www.ElmiraAssembly.com 519-669-2319  |  www.wbconline.ca

4522 Herrgott Road, Box 51, Wallenstein, ON N0B 2S0

Growing in Grace during 
Diffi cult Times 

Studies in 2 Peter
Sun. Jan 17 @ 11am & 7pm
Richard Haverkamp“Discovering God Together”

IN PRINT.
ONLINE.
IN PICTURES.
IN DEPTH.

» FREE Online Classifieds

» FREE Email Updates

» Flickr Photo Galleries

www. .com

www. .com.com.com.com.com | 519.669.5790

Your source for online local news.Your source for online local news.

» Exclusive Blogs

» Community Event Listings

» Updated Every Friday

BIRTHDAY BIRTH NOTICEBIRTH NOTICE

Blake is 1

Love, 
Mommy, Daddy and Brody

519.669.5790  |  1.888.966.5942

FAX | 519.669.5753   EMAIL | sales@ObserverXtra.com

FAMILY
ALBUM

THANK YOU

Our thanks for the 
expressions of kindness 

from our friends, 
neighbours and family in 

our time of grief.  

Donald and Doris Klein

Brent and Kim Jones, and big sister Ella are excited 
to announce the arrival of Cooper William Jones, 
born November 20, 2009 weighing 10 pounds, 6.5 
ounces.  Grandparents are Bill and Linda Palmer 
of Elmira, and Malcolm and Margo Jones of 
Heidelberg.  Great Grandparents are Mae Lundy of 
Elmira, and Don and Dorothy Schwindt of Kitchener.

Big sister Meghan and parents Brad and Lindsey 
are thrilled to announce the birth of 

Sophia Margaret Dietrich 
who was born November 20, 2009.

Proud grandparents are Douglas and Hilke Dann 
of Elmira and Brian and Kathy  Dietrich of St. 

Clements.

Special thanks to Dr. Raby, Dr. Halmo , Jen and 
the rest of the nurses.

To place a Family Album ad, contact: sales@ObserverXtra.com
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SEPTIC

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

SIGNAGE | VINYL & DIGITAL

FAST, FRIENDLY SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES!

Signs & Banners

Vehicle Lettering

Logos & Graphics

Large format printing

Decals & Safety Stickers

BILL SCHENKEL

 519-664-1809

1600 King St. N.,
Unit #18

ST.JACOBS

www.remingtongraphfix.com

graph�x ltd.

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

6672 Ruggles Rd. Floradale
RR#2 Wallenstain, N0B 2S0 519-669-3082

-Framing
-Roofing
-Renovations
-Repairs

Design/
Build

Agricultural/
Residential

SERVICE PROS »TO PLACE A SERVICE PROS AD CONTACT:
ads@ObserverXtra.com OR CALL 519-669-5790

WORD-UP »SOLUTION FOUND
ON PAGE 30

CREATED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE OBSERVER                                              ©2009

A C R O S S
1. Cavity where large intestine 
begins and ileum opens
5. Yellow parts
10. Telephone line; long 
distance service at fixed rates
14. During
15. Javelin, e.g.
16. Bounce back, in a way
17. 1990 World Series champs
18. Andrea Bocelli, for one
19. Bottom of the barrel
20. Sundae topper, perhaps
21. Impart gradually
23. Biblical gift
25. Having especially high-
pitched spots
29. Engender
33. Arise
34. His “4” was retired
37. Vegetable stew
40. China problem
42. Cancel
43. Angry, with “off”
44. A symptom of rabies
47. “Don’t give up!”
48. Arab leader
49. Debaucher
51. Serious soccer 
infringement

54. Black billiard ball
58. Inflammation of the ileum
62. Live wire, so to speak
63. “Terrible” czar
66. Elegance of movement
67. “Field of Dreams” setting
68. Computer architecture: 
reduced instruction set 
computing (Accro)
69. Burning
70. Call for
71. Set aside
72. Depends (on)
73. Circular course

D O W N
1. Bank
2. File
3. Autumn drink
4. Gather on the surface, 
chemically
5. Abominable Snowman
6. Beehive, e.g.
7. Contact, e.g.
8. Comb stoppers
9. Bacon bit
10. Firmly constructed
11. Trick taker, often
12. Not just “a”
13. “Help!”

22. In ___ of
24. “___ Town Too” (1981 hit)
26. ___ of Langerhans
27. Noted blind mathematician
28. High-pitched
30. Have a sudden inspiration?
31. Carve in stone
32. Edible starchy tuberous root 
of taro plants
34. Earthy pigment
35. Culinary herb
36. Flowed to and fro
38. Band member
39. Final notice
41. District of a city
45. Face-to-face exam
46. Affirmative vote
50. Horseback
52. À la king?
53. Dreary sound
55. Soft and sticky
56. Paul Bunyan, at times
57. Barter
59. Basic unit of money in 
Western Samoa
60. Clickable image
61. Puts in stitches
63. Aggravate
64. Compete
65. Death on the Nile cause, 
perhaps

DECORATING

Specializing in Paint
& Wallcoverings

519-669-3658

SINCE
1961Read’s

Decorating

For all 
your home 
decorating

needs

27 Arthur St. S., Elmira

GLASS SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

PAINTINGCARPET CARE

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off 
      and Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Call for Details

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Renovating?
Let us do the clean up

RENOVATION 
CLEAN UPS!

GLEN

BIRMINGHAM
PAINTING & DECORATING

INTERIOR & 
EXTERIOR
PAINTING

•
WALLPAPERING

519-669-1131

OVER 40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE!

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

Residential & Commercial
• Additions
• Renovations

• Decks/Fences
• Design/Build Projects

519-590-1762 
EMAIL: rob.michael@rogers.com

Call Robert Michael For An Estimate! 

PAINTING

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

519-669-2251

interior/exterior painting 

wallpapering & 

Plaster|Drywall repairs

free estimates Mike

519.669.9160
Cell: 519.998.4094

P A I N T I N G

Over 15 Years Experience

PAINTING PLUMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652 519-669-1836519-669-1836

T
R
E
E

Thomas Martin

•Removal of Trees 
or Branches of Any 
Shapes or Sizes in 
Almost Any location

•Hedge trimming

•Branch Chipping

•Stump Grinding

TREE REMOVAL

CONSTRUCTIONSERVICE PROS

Wayne  MartinWayne  MartinWayne  MartinWayne  Martin

Renovations
- Additions

-Siding
-Aluminum
-Windows

-Repairs

519-746-6485
RR1, Waterloo

Contracting

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.woolwichobserver.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Donna 
at ext 104
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A single strand of hair can reveal a lot about you
»STrAngE BuT TruE | BiLL & riCH SOnES

Q. In the war 
of  wits and 
probabilities 
that is casino 
blackjack, 
ultra-shrewd 
players devel-
oped the strat-

egy of  card counting, as made 
famous by the film “Rain Man.”  
How does this work, and how are 
casinos today fighting back?

 A. It involves surreptitiously keep-
ing track of  which cards have been 
played, so as to gauge which ones 
are more likely to come up next, says 
New Scientist magazine in “Card 
Counters’ Days Numbered.” An 
abundance of  low-value cards in the 
discard pile leaves more face cards in 
the deck, tipping the odds slightly in 
favor of  the gambler. While not ille-
gal, card-counting is anathema to ca-
sinos, which try to spot such players 
and may move them to a new table 
-- forcing them to start afresh -- or 
simply ban them. Now a couple of  

University of  Dundee, UK, research-
ers have developed an automated 
system to help casinos root out card 
counters more quickly: A stereo cam-
era mounted above the table records 
the cards as they’re dealt, face up, 
and monitors their value.  The cam-
era also records the precise height 
of  players’ chip stacks and uses this 
to work out betting patterns.  “By 
comparing the cards and gambling 
patterns, the computer can identify a 
card counter within 20 hands -- even 
if  the gambler starts off  with a run 
of  high bets to confuse the system.”
Q.  What surprising tales does 
your hair have to tell?

A. Using a laser ablation system 
plus a mass spectrometer, research-
ers can identify specific sulfur iso-
topes in a sampling of  hair, says Re-
becca Jernigan in Photonics Spectra 
magazine.  

Properly analyzed, even a single 
several-inch strand forms a sort 
of  time line of  changing chemical 
concentrations in the hair keratin, 
revealing your diet as well as any 
drugs or poisons you may have been 

exposed to. The hair’s growth keeps 
this information in a fairly accurate 
time sequence that can pinpoint any 
malnutrition and perhaps even your 
travel sites, based on comparisons 
to other hair samples in a catalogue 
drawn from various places. 

We trust this isn’t you, but such 
information can even prove useful 
in tracing the movements of  inter-
national crimesuspects or victims, 
since hair’s sulphur isotopes vary 
slightly from one geographical loca-
tion to another.
Q.  Tell us, Leonard Slye, what did 
you ride to work today or to the 
ranch? And, yes, this is a multi-
million- dollar question.

 A. Quite a few actors have changed 
their names because they or their 
agent didn’t like the one they already 
had, or the name didn’t fit their on-
screen characters, says David Crys-
tal in Walking English:  A Journey in 
Search of  Language.  

For instance, would we be as scared 
of  William Henry Pratt as of  his hor-
ror film stage-name Boris Karloff ? 

And certainly children would be 
more impressed by cowboy Roy Rog-
ers than by cowboy Leonard Slye.

Men tend to avoid continuant sounds 
such as “m” and “l” when looking for 
new names and go in more for hard-
sounding “plosive” consonants like 
“k” and “g.”  Thus, Maurice Mickle-
white became Michael Caine, Mari-
on Michael Morrison became John 
Wayne, Archibald Alexander Leach 
became Cary Grant, Julius Ullman 
became Douglas Fairbanks.  

Women tend to go the other way, 
with Dorothy Kaumeyer becoming 
Dorothy Lamour, Norma Jean Baker 
becoming Marilyn Monroe. 

Actually, says Crystal, Roy Rogers 
is a bit weak as cowboy names go, 
lacking the plosives and short vow-
els found in Bob, Buck, Chuck, Clint, 
Luke, Tex, Billy the Kid, Wild Bill 
Hickok, Kit Carson.  

“Roy doesn’t quite explode from the 
lips in the same way.  His horse Trig-
ger actually does rather better.”

(Send STRANGE questions to 
brothers Bill and Rich at 

strangetrue@cs.com) 

AUTOMOTIVE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

519.669.8330
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

AUTOMOTIVE

CARPENTRYSERVICE PROS

JOHN GROSHAW
7449 8th Line 
Drayton, ON

519-669-5588
(cell) 519-897-6238

GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY
GROSHAW BROS. 
              CARPENTRY

Custom Homes • Cottages • 
Additions • Shingling + Siding 

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial • On-The-Farm Service

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

AUTOMOTIVE

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 

accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
21 HOWARD AVE., ELMIRA 

(Behind the old Trylon Building)

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

SKATE SHARPENING

ELMIRA’S SHARPENING 
HEADQUARTERS

Have your skates
sharpened with us 
four times, and the

fifth one’s FREE!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 7-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Booking Summer 2010 Projects Now!

Willis Martin DRAYTON, ON 519-638-2699

CONCRETE

CRANE

ORTLIEB
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 35 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
 7 Days A Week

CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

TOWING AND
RECOVERY 

CASH PAID
FOR YOUR UNWANTED 

SCRAP VEHICLES
CARS, TRUCKS OR VANS

WE PAY CASH WITH 
FREE TOWING
PLEASE CALL

519-568-8666

TOwINGSELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

Indoor/outdoor railings, 
fences,gates, garden trellis, 
garden ornaments, floral 
display pieces, wall art, 
curtain rods and more...

www.stjacobsiron.com

(519) 404-1502

IRON

SERVICE PROS »TO PLACE A SERVICE PROS AD CONTACT:
ads@ObserverXtra.com OR CALL 519-669-5790

519.669.5790   | 1.888.966.5942
www.ObserverXtra.com

THIS SPACE 
FOR RENT

Call Donna at ext 104
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Submit calendar listings to 
info@observerxtra.com

9 CHURCH STREET EAST, ELMIRA

519.669.8362

• Electrical Supplies
• New Vacuums
• All Vacuum Repairs 
• Parts & Accessories
• All makes and models
• Hand Vacs to Central Vacs

RETAIL STORERETAIL STORE

Home  
Auto  
Life  
Investments  
Group  
Business  
Farm  
Travel
Disability

Allen Morrison,
Agent/Owner
Allen Morrison
Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive, 
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Bus.:519.669.2632
Fax: 519.669.4282

After Hours Emergency 
Services: 1-800-465-2667

Email:
allen_morrison@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

elmirawelcomewagon@sympatico.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

519.669.2884

Be Prepared
For Winter!

15 Memorial Ave., Elmira (behind Bank of Montreal)

ELMIRA

Denture

519-669-1535
KITCHENER

519-744-9770

 
• Total Denture Care
• Same day service on
    repairs and relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

Since 1987 - DentureTech
1995 - Denturist

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

DENTURE

Vinolea
Jahandari DD

Since 1987 - DentureTech
Since 1995 - Denturist

• Total Denture Care
• Same Day Service
    on Repairs and Relines
• Metal Partial - Soft Relines
• Implants
• DENTURE SPECIALIST

ELMIRA

519.669.1535

FREE CONSULTATION

KITCHENER

519.744.9770

15 Memorial Ave., 
Elmira
(Behind Bank of Montreal)

Wonderful Wines
 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Wonderful Wines

29 Church St. W., Elmira

519.669.0799

A Fine Wine
Establishment

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

EVENTS CALENDAR »

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Truck & 
Trailer 

Maintenance

Cardlock 
Fuel 

Management

»PuZZLE SOLuTiOnS

EASY

MEDIUM

HARD

IN PRINT. ONLINE. IN PICTURES. IN DEPTH.

Free plays, tickets to hockey
games, prizes, contests & more!

BOTT, Harry Wesley 

– Peacefully on Monday, 
January 11, 2010 at 
Guelph General Hospital 
with his family by his 
side. Harry Bott, age 86 
years of Elmira.

MARTIN, Ethleen “Pee 
Wee” 

– At KW Health Centre, 
Kitchener, on Tuesday, 
January 12, 2010, age 
77 years.

LICHTY, Chester (Chet) 

– Passed away with 
family at his side, af-
ter a brief illness at KW 
Health Centre, Kitchener 
at age of 53. Local rela-
tives are his sister Char 
Weber and her husband 
Murray of Elmira.

JANUARY 17 
 » Two-hour snowshoeing and skiing on the Health Valley/Trans Canada 

Trail, St. Jacobs, 2 p.m. Join Clint for skiing or snowshoeing. Meet at the 
kiosk at the trail entrance behind the fire station in St. Jacobs. Please con-
tact Paul at 519-664-3642 to confirm meeting times and locations. Maps 
with meeting locations are posted at www.healthywoolwich.org. 

JANUARY 19
 » Lunch at gale Presbyterian Church, 2 Cross St., Elmira; 11:30 a.m. – 1 

p.m. Spaghetti with meat sauce, Caesar salad, garlic bread, apple crisp, 
beverage, $9. All welcome. 

JANUARY 20
 » Storytime for Children ages 3 to 5 – at St. Jacobs Branch Library. A 

storytime program for children 3 to 5 years old. Join us for stories and fun 
activities on Wednesday mornings from 10-10:45 a.m. from Jan. 20 to Mar. 
10 or Thursday afternoons from 1:30-2:15 p.m. from Jan. 21 to Mar. 11. Call 
or visit the library for more information at 519-664-3443 or email stjaclib@
region.waterloo.on.ca.

 » Storytime for Children ages 3 to 5 – at Bloomingdale Branch Library.  A 
storytime program for children 3 to 5 years old. Join us for stories and fun 
activities on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30-2:15 p.m. from Jan. 20 to 
Mar. 10 or Thursday afternoons from 1:30-2:15 p.m. from Jan. 21 to Mar. 11. 
Space is limited. Call or visit the library for more information at 519-745-
3151 or email bloomlib@region.waterloo.on.ca.

 » Pancakes in Peru –  Voluntourism Project and travels to Peru. Trinity 
united Church, 7 p.m. presented by Corinne Taylor-Aldous. All are wel-
come to attend. 

JANUARY 22 
 » robbie Burns Dinner, 6 pm. First come, first served. Steak pie with all 

the trimmings, $6/person. royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira 
(downstairs). 

JANUARY 23
 » Pork dinner and an evening of music. Trinity united Church, 42 Arthur 

St. n., Elmira. Featuring The Twin City Harmonizers. Tickets for dinner and 
show, $20 each. Show tickets only, $10 each. Dinner served 5:30-7 p.m. 
Show at 7:30 p.m. Tickets call 519-669-5560 or 519-664-2772.

JANUARY 30 
 » Spaghetti dinner & salad bar, (two sittings) 5 and 7 p.m. Tickets pur-

chased in advance at the Legion call 519-669-2932. Adults $10; children 
5-10 years $4; under 5 years $2. royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St. E., 
Elmira. 

JANUARY 31
 » Heading Home Trio, 7 p.m. Waterloo north Presbyterian Church, north-

field Drive at Westmount road. Come enjoy a beautiful evening of music 
ministry and worship. A free-will offering will be received. For more infor-
mation call 519-888-7870.

 » Family Literacy Day at Conestoga Mall, 10:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. Events in-
clude the “The record Breaking read-in” at 1 p.m., Boggelmania tourna-
ment for both children and adults at 10:30 a.m., entertainment and more. 
Visit the region of Waterloo Library booth to make a children’s craft and 
gather items for a free take-home bag. For more information contact your 
local library. 

FEBRUARY 7 
 » 160th Anniversary Concert Series at St. James Lutheran Church,60 Ar-

thur St. S.,  Elmira; 3 p.m. The Cambridge Male Chorus. Free-will offering, 
handicap accessible, refreshments will be served following concert. For 
more information call 519-669-5591.

 » Hilltop Vocal Band, 7 p.m. at Waterloo north Presbyterian Church, 
northfield and Westmount road. Free-will offering. For more information 
call 519-888-7870.

FEBRUARY 12
 » The renaissance Singers present “Be My Love” at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Victoria Park Pavilion. Join us for a Valentine’s cabaret, and silent auction. 
Proceeds to benefit the renaissance Singers. Hors d’oevres and desserts 
will be served. Tickets $20, available at gellatly Music (Waterloo) Kelly 
green’s Flowers (galt) Etcetera unique gifts (Preston) or any choir mem-
ber. Tickets will not be available at the door. 

DEATH NOTICES
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Five-time Olympic medalist, Apolo Anton Ohno knows that
regular, repeated practice is what keeps him a world champion
speed skater.

On a typical training day, he wakes up at 7:00 a.m., eats a light
breakfast, and heads to the rink about 45 minutes later for
practice.

He starts practicing on the ice at 8:45 and continues for two
hours. He then has lunch and rests until the next workout from
2:30 till 5:00.

Find the words in the puzzle,
then in this week’s Kid Scoop

stories and activities.

Puzzle answers, games, opinion polls
and much more at:

www.kidscoop.com

APOLO
PRACTICE
SHARPENS
SKATES
MASSAGE
TYPICAL
CLINIC
POWER
MUSCLE
MEMORY
FRAME
ENTIRE
RINK
POSE
RISE
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NPlay an online game to learn more about
the human body and find out all about the

Winter Games 2010 mascots at
kidscoop.com/kids

Select a photograph
of an athlete in

today’s newspaper.
Try to imitate the

pose in the picture.
How long can you

hold the pose?

To find the
number of
seconds it took
each skater to
complete a lap
around the
rink, add up
the numbers
next to each
skater. Which
skater won?

After that he heads to
a sports medicine clinic
for an ice bath and a
special massage.

He eats dinner
at 7:00. At 7:45
he sharpens his
skates and watches
skating videos.

If he has time after
that, he reads and
calls friends.

Stand inside the
doorframe with
one arm directly
against one side of
the frame.

Attempt to raise
the arm against the
doorframe and
away from your
body, as if you
were going to flap
your arm like a
wing. It will be
stopped by the
doorframe, as in
this picture:

Your muscles have memory:
when you press your arm
against the frame for so long,
your arm muscles get so used
to pushing, they continue to
push, even after you’ve stepped
away. And since your arm
muscles are still working, your
arm raises up into the air.
Eventually, your arm muscles
will realize you are no longer
asking anything of them, and
your arm will lower back down.

Now, keep pushing!
And push some
more! Count slowly
to 30, pushing your
arm out against the
frame the entire
time.

Then, step away
from the doorframe.
Relax both your
arms, and let them
hang limp at your
side.

But watch what
happens: the arm you
were pressing against
the doorframe will start
to rise!

Why do athletes practice so much, when they already know how
to do their sport? Repeated practice makes athletes stronger and
improves their endurance, or lasting power. Repeated practice
also builds muscle memory.

How many steps do you and other family
members take every day? Fitness

experts say people should take at least
10,000 steps every day—that equals

about five miles of walking.

Get up and walk around during
commercial breaks while
you’re watching TV.

If you walk to school, take a
longer route or maybe walk on
the way home, so you’re not
late!

Take the stairs more often.

Become a part-time pet walker.

If you go shopping with a
parent, have them park farther
than usual from the store
entrance.

Walk around while you’re
brushing your teeth or on the
phone.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Your bedroom to the
front door?

Your front door,
around your house or
building and back to
the front door?

Your home to a
friend’s home?

The entrance of your
school to your class?

One end of the
playground to the
other?

•

•

•

•

•

Write a page about an exercise
that you do, either to stay fit

or to warm up before a
sporting activity.
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Ask about
government

rebates on water
saving toilets.

Check Out Our
Great Selection of

Stylish
Bath

Accessories

VanitiesVanities

rebates on waterrebates on waterToilets SAVE
On Floor

Model
Vanities

Only Until January 31, 2010

Drop in SinksDrop in Sinks

Acrylic shower stalls

And more...

There’s Still Time ToThere’s Still Time ToThere’s Still Time To

The Home Renovation Tax Credit
Ends January 31st

StylishStylish
BathBath

AccessoriesAccessories

Only Until Only Until Only Until Only Until Only Until Only Until January 31, 2010January 31, 2010 Acrylic shower stallsAcrylic shower stalls

And more...

1421 King St. North
Downtown St. Jacobs

519-664-2905
HOURS  Mon.-Thurs. 7-6 |  Fridays  7-9 | Saturdays  8-5 |  Sundays  12-5

www.homehardware.ca

Check Out OurCheck Out Our
Great Selection ofGreat Selection of

Toilets 

Ends January 31stEnds January 31st

AccessoriesAccessories

Ends January 31stEnds January 31st

January 31, 2010January 31, 2010

Check Out OurCheck Out Our
Great Selection ofGreat Selection of

Toilets 

Ends January 31stEnds January 31st

AccessoriesAccessories

saving toilets.saving toilets.

Acrylic shower stallsAcrylic shower stallsAcrylic shower stalls

saving toilets.saving toilets.

Check Out OurCheck Out Our
Great Selection ofGreat Selection of

AccessoriesAccessories

saving toilets.saving toilets.

Check Out OurCheck Out Our
Great Selection ofGreat Selection of

Acrylic shower stalls

AccessoriesAccessories

Acrylic shower stallsAcrylic shower stalls


