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STRIKE OR NOT, 
THEY DECIDE THE 
SHOW MUST GO ON 

STEVE KANNON

Still short of doctors, 
Woolwich will continue to sup-
port a region-wide recruitment 
effort to bring new physicians to 
the area.

To that end, the township will 
contribute $7,500 to the Chamber 
Health Care Resources Council, 

Woolwich to continue support of physician-recruitment campaign
Township’s $7,500 contribution to cover five-year commitment seen as a good investment 

the recruitment group launched 
in 1998 by the Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of Commerce. 
The money represents an annual 
commitment of $1,500 covering 
2011 through 2015.

Woolwich has supported the 
recruitment effort in past years, 
most recently with a three-year 
pledge in 2008, but had not been 

contributing for the past two 
years, though it continued to 
take part in the effort, including 
having delegates at the ‘family 
medicine resident weekend’ held 
each year in November, noted 
chief administrative officer David 
Brenneman.

The lump-sum payment in es-
sence continues longstanding 

support of $1,500 per year.
In a presentation to councillors 

Tuesday night, Al Hayes, chair of 
the chamber’s family physician 
liaison task force, said the effort 
has paid off and will continue to 
provide dividends.

Since 1998, 150 family physi-
cians have been recruited and the 
number of people without a fam-

ily physician in the area has been 
cut in half, to just over 20,000.

“We have historically recruited 
three new family physicians 
each year through this initia-
tive alone,” said Hayes of the 
residents’ weekend. “Given the 
success of this year’s weekend 
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Santa’s helpers waved to the crowd as the man of the hour rolled into St. Clements at the closing of the community's parade last Saturday. He’ll be back for his big show Monday night. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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While quantities last. Not exactly as shown.

THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

519.669.3072
www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

1 Union St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.
9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30

HOLIDAY HOURS:

Next Senior’s Day 
Thurs. Dec. 27

Dec. 23 12:00-4
Dec. 24 9:30-3
Dec. 25-26 CLOSED
Dec. 27-29 9:30-5:30

Dec. 30- Jan 2 CLOSED
FOR HOLIDAY & INVENTORY
Jan. 3 BACK TO REGULAR
STORE HOURS
 

50%
Reg. PriceOFF Instock

Christmas Items.

Boxing Week Sale!

SALE STARTS: Friday, December 21.

*Financing on approved credit. Taxes, freight, PDI extra. Financing available: 0% - 12 and 24 months on the purchase of a snow thrower with retail value 
of $500 and more. 0% - 36 months on the purchase of a snow thrower with a retail value of $1000 and more.
** The promotion of $250 cash back is applicable on the purchase of a two-stage snow thrower.
On select models only (models 71024PC, 90026PC, 10528PC, 11530PCI.) The promotions are valid until December 31, 2012.
Cannot be combined with any other promotion. Some conditions may apply. See details at your participating Columbia dealer.

ST. JACOBS

AND APPLIANCES
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES
MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS SHOWN.

 50%
OFF

 
  

MATTRESS
SET

50%
OFF

UP TO

Reg. Price

CHRISTMAS
DECOR

OAK & CHERRY
MANTEL &

INSERT INCLUDED

SAVE 65% OFF

  

1421 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS   |  (519) 664-3301

Mon - Thurs 8 to 6 | Fri 8 to 9 | Sat 8 to 5 | Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Cell phone cases | Cell phone adapters
Cordless phone batteries | video/audio

cables and adapters & more.

Great Stocking Stuffer Ideas!80%
OFF

ELECTRONIC
ACCESSORIES

BOXING
WEEK SALE!

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! HURRY IN!

Select In-Stock

$49998

Reg. $1500.00

GEORGETOWN
FIREPLACE

All In-Stock

SHANNON, FIRM OR PLUSH
EUROPILLOWTOP

MATTRESS SET

$799
QUEEN SET Reg. $1599

TWIN, FULL & KING ALSO ON SALE!

ASSORTED BEAN BAG
& CHILD RECLINERS

$57+ UP Reg.
$77&UP

www.furniturehouse.ca

Dec. 24 | 8-3 | Dec. 25,26 | Closed
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COMMUNITY
FAMILY SKATE

Sunday Dec. 30 2:30 pm - 4:30 pm
Woolwich Elmira Centre, Elmira

Skate with the Elmira Sugar Kings 
FREE Hot Chocolate

Skate with the Elmira Sugar Kings

FR

Building a connected, caring community

Waterloo Region
Suicide Prevention

Council

The fate of Chemtura’s 
Responsible Care designa-
tion has become a flash-
point for tensions between 
the chemical company and 
the citizens’ group that 
watches over it.

The chair of Chemtura 
Public Advisory Committee 
(CPAC) says the company 

Chemtura, CPAC chair at odds over Responsible Care designation
Company wants to see more decorum in meetings; Dan Holt says it doesn’t like what it hears from public

STEVE KANNON has failed to win renewal of 
its designation. Chemtura 
says there’s been no final 
decision, and accuses Dan 
Holt of breaching confi-
dentiality in talking about 
the process.

Holt, who made the com-
ments as part of a presenta-
tion last week to Woolwich 
council, was in council 
chambers Tuesday night to 

hear the company respond 
to his remarks.

Dwight Este, regional 
environment, health, 
safety and security man-
ager, said he was dismayed 
Holt had not respected the 
confidentiality of the pro-
cess, arguing Chemtura is 
still awaiting a decision on 
the designation from the 
Chemistry Industry Asso-

ciation of Canada.
When a decision is 

reached, he added, the 
company would release the 
information.

“It’s our right and our re-
sponsibility to do so – not 
anyone else’s.”

Este also called for some 
changes to CPAC to “bring 
a sense of decorum” to its 
meetings.

The current process, al-
lowing public input in the 
form of delegations at the 
start and comments at the 
end of the meetings often 
leads to a negative atmo-
sphere, he said, noting 
the general public’s view 
of the company and its 
groundwater remediation 
efforts is nowhere near as 
pessimistic as that of CPAC 

members.
His comments about 

the decorum at meetings 
found some resonance 
with Coun. Mark Bauman, 
council’s representative on 
CPAC.

“At times it degrades to 
a level I’m not comfortable 
with,” he said of the level 
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When presenting El-
mira resident Walter 
Ireson with Her Majesty’s 
Diamond Jubilee Medal 
on Wednesday morning, 
Kitchener-Conesgtoga MP 
Harold Albrecht lauded 
Ireson as a “well loved and 
respected family man and 
Kiwanis member,” who is 
“dedicated to changing the 
world, one child and one 
community at a time.

“His number of years of 
service say he’s well over 
one hundred,” added Al-
brecht. “But we think he 
looks much younger.”

In fact, Walter Ireson is a 
spry 77, but as his Diamond 
Jubilee Medal attests, he 
has logged the charity and 
volunteer work of a man 
twice his age.

“Looking back on it, it 
was the people who I met,” 
said Ireson. “I met some 
fantastic people in differ-
ent organizations who just 
were there because it gave 
them pleasure, and I found 
that it gave me pleasure. I 
enjoyed working with them 
and meeting with them, 
and just helping out. One 
thing led to another.”

Ireson’s lifetime of vol-
unteering started at age 
17, when he lent a helping 
hand to the Girl Guides in 
Hamilton, where his future 
wife was a member. His 

A company’s bid to place 
a solar array on the roof of 
an Elmira-area business got 
the endorsement of Wool-
wich council this week.

Solar Power Network 
will submit an application 
for the Feed-in Tariff (FIT) 
program, with plans for a 
rooftop array at Tube-line 
Manufacturing at 6455 
Reid Woods Dr., Elmira. 
In order to have a chance 
of standing out among the 
thousands of applications 
expected during the cur-
rent intake, the backing of 
the municipality is needed 
to boost the points system 
used by the province, said 
SPN representative Frances 
Lea.

The project would be the 
company’s third in Wool-
wich, joining solar instal-
lations on top of an indus-
trial building on Sawmill 
Road in Bloomingdale and 
another on Oriole Parkway 
in Elmira, she said.

Unlike the other two, 
however, the Tube-line 
building is located outside 
of an industrial area, in this 
case on land zoned for agri-
cultural use, falling outside 
of the township’s policy for 
such projects.

For director of engineer-

Council supports 
bid for rooftop 
solar array atop 
Elmira building

STEVE KANNON ing and planning Dan Ken-
naley, however, the build-
ing’s industrial means it 
qualifies for the township’s 
blessing.

“It would meet the in-
tents of council’s policy,” 
he said of the Tube-line 
location.

Under the province’s 
Green Energy Act, munici-
palities have been removed 
from the approval process 
for renewable energy proj-
ects, but the points system 
used to judge applications 
does restore some power to 
local hands, said Kennaley.

While supportive of the 
bid, Coun. Mark Bauman 
expressed some concerns 
about the potential threat 
the technology poses to 
firefighters. Woolwich has 
already adopted a policy 
for identifying buildings 
with solar arrays to help 
ensure the electrical sys-
tem is no longer live should 
firefighters have to deal 
with a blaze from above.

In response, Lea noted 
safety features are part of 
the technology used by 
her company, with shutoff 
switches for the panels.

Township fire chief Rick 
Pedersen said his depart-
ment would be reviewing 
the installation and the 
technology in use.

Volunteerism honoured

WILL SLOAN

Elmira man's 
60 years earns 
Jubilee medal

unexpectedly positive ex-
perience of helping prepare 
the Guides’ summer camp 
led to 11 years with the or-
ganization, followed by 25 
years with the Boy Scouts, 
where all three of his sons 
were members. He served 
in various positions, in-

cluding chairman, parade 
chairman, and all manner 
of fundraising and tent 
pitching.

“Every year: get out, take 
care of the camp, get it 
ready, put the tents out, get 
the kites up and everything 
else,” said Ireson. “It was a 

fair amount of work, but it 
was fun.”

In 1985, he began vol-
unteering with St. John 
Ambulance in Hamilton, 
and served at various times 
as chairman, Southern 

Elmira resident Walter Ireson received his Diamond Jubilee Medal in a ceremony on Wednesday.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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SPEND YOUR
NEW YEARS EVE 

WITH

15 First St. E., Elmira  |  519-669-2833  |  www.elmirabowl.com

Please call in 
advance to 

reserve your lane!

+ADD a Large 
Pepperoni & 
Cheese pizza 

for $12

Special bowling times and
packages available:

• Thursday December 27
• Friday December 28 &
• Saturday December 29

per lane

$25

Package includes: 1 1/2hours of Cosmic Bowling,
Shoe rental, 1 bowl of popcorn and 2L bottle of

CocaCola Beverage. Max. 6 people per lane.

per lane

$30

per lane

$35

Shift 1 11am-12:30pm
Shift 2 12:45pm-2:15pm
Shift 3 2:30pm-4pm

Shift 4 14:14pm-5:45pm
Shift 5 6pm-7:30pm

Shift 4 14:14pm-5:45pm
Shift 5 6pm-7:30pm

Need to get the family 
out of the house for 

a few hours?

Canada is going into the 
New Year having for the first 
time established legislation 
for suicide prevention. Bill 
C-300, a private member’s 
bill tabled by Kitchener-
Conestoga MP Harold 
Albrecht, establishes an of-
ficial framework for dealing 
with suicide. It was signed 
into law December 14.

The local MP first got in-
volved with suicide preven-
tion efforts after the pub-
licized suicide of Ottawa 
university student Nadia 
Kajouji in 2008. A Minne-
sota nurse adopted a false 
online identity and goaded 
Kajouji along with dozens 

Albrecht’s suicide-prevention bill signed into law
ELENA MAYSTRUK of others into committing 

suicide during online chat 
room conversations. 

“That’s when I tabled 
motion M-388, which 
called on the government 
to implement changes in 
the criminal code that clar-
ified that even if you chose 
to use the anonymity of the 
internet you are still liable 
for encouraging someone 
to die by suicide, so that 
was the first step,” he said.

 After the motion was 
passed, Albrecht was con-
tacted by local suicide pre-
vention council executive 
director Tana Nash, who 
helped put the issue into 
perspective and called for a 
national strategy. 

“She pointed out that in 
a one-week period, in three 
different high schools in 
Waterloo Region there had 
been three deaths by sui-
cide, and unrelated – she 
said we need help.” 

According to the coun-
cil, suicide is one of the 
leading causes of death in 
Canada, with nearly 4,000 
Canadians committing sui-
cide each year, an average 
of 10 deaths per day.  

Albrecht said the bill is 
only a part of the work that 
still needs to be done but 
sees the bill as “an impor-
tant step along the way.” 

The framework had to 
fit the profiles of high risk 
groups like the military 

– who deal with post trau-
matic stress disorder – ab-
original communities and 
middle-aged men, often 
the primary focuses of pre-
vention networks. 

“The one I am primarily 
interested in is the whole 
area of youth suicide where 
such huge potential is lost,” 
Albrecht said. 

Prior to the bill, suicide 
prevention was not legislat-
ed in Canada despite calls 
to arms by various organi-
zations like the Waterloo 
Region Suicide Prevention 
Council whose members 
have been backing the bill 
since it was first tabled last 
year. 

“I’m excited about it, I 

think we’ve got lots of work 
to do and this is one more 
important step along the 
way. I think it’s going to 
help us all work better to-
gether,” said council chair 
Rob Martin of the bill. 

Martin would like to see 
the start of public consulta-
tions and the implementa-
tion of suicide prevention 
best management practices 
outlined in the bill. He says 
this is an opportunity to 
create more public aware-
ness and perpetuate further 
collaborative efforts with 
other councils in Canada.

With the passage of the 
bill into law, the govern-
ment has set a six-month 
limit for selecting a pri-

mary agency that will take 
the lead in facilitating the 
new framework for suicide 
prevention in the country.  
Organizations under con-
sideration include Health 
Canada, the Mental Health 
Commission and the Pub-
lic Health Commission, 
among others. 

Albrecht said the chosen 
organization will oversee 
efforts on a national level, 
while giving regional or-
ganizations the tools they 
need: “Better, up-to-date 
statistics and the opportu-
nity to share best practices 
across jurisdictions, so that 
they can take those ideas 
and contextualize them for 
their own communities.”

and the interest expressed 
in Kitchener, Waterloo 
and Woolwich practice 
opportunities, we expect 
that number will be even 
greater,” 

Coun. Mark Bauman, 
who attend last month’s 
event on behalf of the 
township, called it a posi-
tive experience, saying he 
enjoyed interacting with 
the young physicians.

Beyond recruitment, 
however, he noted there’s 
a challenge to help young 
doctors set up a practice 
as they’re coming out of 
school with a large amount 
of debt – a tough time to 
start their own businesses.

He suggested the effort 
expand to look at options 
to help with that, perhaps 
encouraging private invest-
ment.

In Woolwich, recruit-
ment efforts over the past 
15 years have brought new 
doctors to the township, 
but residents continue to 
be underserviced based 
on population. Where the 
township’s size should see 
17 doctors based on the 
target of one physician for 
every 1,380 people, there 
are just 10, said Hayes, 
noting that changes mean 
recruitment must be an 
ongoing effort.

“Despite our past suc-
cesses, the shortage of fam-
ily physicians could again 

increase over the next 
few years as the impacts 
of population growth, the 
retirement of existing phy-
sicians and the changing 
expectations of new medi-
cal graduates are realized,” 
he said.

“While the situation is 
dramatically better than 
it was in 1998 when the 
chamber first became 
involved, the family physi-
cian shortage is not solved. 
The progress we have real-
ized to date is the direct 
result of ongoing financial 
support from the local 
business community and 
municipalities, and that 
continued support is criti-
cal to the achievement of 
our goal.”

FROM | COVER

PHYSICIANS: Township sees good value

of discourse, stressing par-
ticipants need to respect 
one another despite the 
differences of opinion.

Holt, however, was none 
too pleased with Este’s 
comments, emphatically 
denying any breach of con-
fidentiality in a discussion 
after the meeting.

“There was no breach of 
confidence because there 
was/is no confidentiality 
agreement,” he said in a 
later email. “In July, 2011 
when the Responsible 
Care team first met at 
Chemtura we were given 
a confidentiality agree-

ment to sign, but we, the 
team members, objected 
to signing it and never did. 
I, as the chair of CPAC, 
represent CPAC, Woolwich 
council, and the residents 
of Elmira and I owe them 
truthful information re-
garding the process of 
cleaning up their aquifer, 
not something that has a 
spin to it. I have not nor 
do I intend to disclose any 
proprietary information.”

As part of the verification 
team, he said he stands by 
his statement the company 
did not pass muster.

“I am a member of the 
team that met with Chem-
tura for a week in July, 2011 

and again this month. ... 
My statements are based 
on firsthand knowledge. 
The decision at the conclu-
sion of the meeting was 
final, as far as I was led to 
believe. If that decision is 
reversed in the future it 
will be in spite of my nega-
tive vote.”

Holt also took issue with 
some of the other points 
raised by Este, particularly 
comments about the nega-
tive atmosphere, noting 
that it’s simply a reflection 
of the public’s concerns 
about a lack of progress 
with efforts to clean Elmi-
ra’s contaminated ground-
water.

District chair and vice-
president branch liaison. 
Even after retiring from 
his day job at the Hamilton 
police force in 1992, Ireson 
was still working 20 hours 
every week with St. John 
Ambulance, representing 
the organization through-
out southern Ontario and 
responsible for 63 first-aid 
training branches.

After his wife retired in 
2004, Ireson stepped down 

from St. John Ambulance, 
and now concentrates his 
energies on Kiwanis, where 
he has been a member for 
27 years. He was president 
of Kiwanis’ Hamilton East 
branch before becoming 
lieutenant governor of the 
Niagara District, and now 
volunteers at the Elmira’s 
group’s fundraisers for 
children in need.

“When you get involved 
with these organizations, you 
find a lot of dedicated peo-
ple. When I moved up here 

to Elmira and I first went to 
the Kiwanis Club, it’s a small 
club, but you’ve never seen 
such a dynamic club.”

“When I was lieutenant 
governor, I had 11 clubs I 
was responsible for. This 
club outdid them,” he said.

Ireson, a Hamilton na-
tive, moved to Elmira in 
1999 to marry his wife Joyce 
(his first wife passed away 
in 1997). Her husband’s 
accolade – which comes 
with a signed letter from 
the Governor General – has 

Joyce Ireson beaming. 
“I was thrilled, abso-

lutely thrilled, because I’ve 
seen the hundreds of hours 
that he has donated to vari-
ous organizations, and he’s 
only highlighted a few,” 
said Joyce.

After some prodding, 
she reminds her husband 
of his work with the Royal 

Hamilton Light Infantry 
Museum, and his stint on 
the Ontario Traffic Con-
ference’s council on road 
trauma. 

“I suggested that we and 
the police force get togeth-
er to try to do enforcement 
all across the province at 
the same time. Basically we 
tried to find ways to reduce 

the number of accidents,” 
he remembered.

“In 2000, eight years af-
ter my retirement, the On-
tario Association of Chiefs 
of Police gave me a plaque 
for my efforts.”

At this memory, Ireson 
smiled. “Sometimes when I 
look back I wonder how the 
heck I found all the time.”

JUBILEE: He's provided a range of services to a wide variety of community groups over the years
FROM | 3

CPAC: Waiting on a formal decision
FROM | 3
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POLICE BLOTTER SHOPPERS HELP COPS STUFF A CRUISER

Sun. December 23’12

UPCOMING GAMES | ROSTER | GAME UPDATES & MORE

Dan Snyder Memorial Arena
Puck drops at 2:00pm

vs.
Kitchener Dutchmen

     Follow Us on Twitter
@SugarKingswww.kings.on.ca

Skate with the Kings after the game!

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 27th - 31st

Pre-Cooked

80-85% When you get a "hunger 
on" at New Years. Make 

sure you have Stemmler's 
on your home menu!!

Cabbage
Rolls

Fresh Lean 
Ground Beef

Store Made, Coil Style Store Made

Dressed
Rolled Ribs

Polish
Sausage

$3.99 Ib.
/$8.80kg.

New York 
Striploin Steaks

Cut Your Way

$2.89

$6.99 

$3.19

Ib.
/$6.37kg.

Ib.
/$15.41kg.

Ib.
/$7.03kg.

Tray of 16
$3.69lb.
$8.13kg.

5lbs+ Bulk
$2.99lb.
$6.59kg.

$2.99 Ib.
/$6.59kg.CUSTOM PRE-FINISHED SOLID

HARDWOOD
FLOORING
Custom Finishes | Sizes up to 8” wide
Domestic Hard & Soft Wood Flooring
Reclaimed Wood

ELAM BRUBACHER
2936 Arthur St. N., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-0750
1-866-423-6893

     AS LOW AS

$4.25
/Sq.Ft.

Visit our Showroom Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
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5:10 PM | A 32-year-old 
Elmira woman driving a 2007 Ford 
rear-ended a 53-year-old Elmira 
man driving a 2002 Dodge pickup 
on Arthur Street South in Elmira. 
The man had slowed down and 
stopped for traffic. The woman was 
charged with following too close. 
Severe damage occurred to the 
Ford, with minor damage to the 
rear of the pickup. No injuries were 
reported.

A 17-year-old Elmira 
resident died after a fa-
tal collision with a tractor 
trailer on December 14 at 
the intersection of Arthur 
Street and Tillman Road.

The accident occurred at 
7:15 p.m., when a 35-year-
old Cambridge man driv-
ing north on Arthur Street 
collided with Beverly 
Bearinger, who was pulling 
out from Tillman Road in 
her car.

Bearinger, a student at 
Elmira District Secondary 

Elmira student, 17,  dies after car 
collides with tractor-trailer

School, was transported 
by ambulance to hospital, 
where she succumbed to 
her injuries. Her 15-year-
old passenger suffered mi-
nor injuries. The driver of 
the tractor trailer was not 
injured.

Police have confirmed 
that neither speed nor 
alcohol was a factor in the 
accident. Officials from 
EDSS set up grief counsel-
ling for staff and students. 
The police are continuing 
to investigate.

D E C E M B E R  1 3

5:50 PM | Two female 
suspects were reported to be 
fraudulently collecting for the 
Missing Children’s Fund outside 
Tim Hortons in Elmira. The suspects 
were reported by an actual Missing 
Children’s representative at the 
nearby Foodland store. The sus-
pects disappeared in a grey SUV on 
Arthur Street before police arrived.

8:20 PM | A 26-year-old 

Milverton woman in a 2003 Kia and 
a 53-year-old Kitchener woman in 
a 2003 Toyota collided in an inter-
section on Church Street in Elmira. 
Both maintain they had the green 
light. Both were charged with 
failing to have insurance informa-
tion. Damage was extreme for the 
Toyota, and major for the Kia.

D E C E M B E R  1 4

11:00 AM | A silver 18-speed 
Sportek bike was found on 

Floradale Road. The rightful owner 
can claim the bike at the Elmira 
detachment.

3:50 PM | A 19-year-old 
Elmira man in a red Chevy Monte 
Carlo rear-ended a 31-year-old 
Drayton woman in a green Jeep 
while heading north on King Street 
south of St. Jacobs. The woman 
was waiting at a light at Lobsinger 
Line. The man was charged with 
careless driving. Both vehicles 

suffered severe damage.

D E C E M B E R  1 5

6:30 AM | A 22-year-old man 
in a 2008 Ford was charged with 
careless driving after losing control 
while trying to switch lanes. The 
man clipped a 49-year-old Kitch-
ener woman’s 2010 Nissan, which 
was stopped at a red light. There 
was moderate damage to both 
vehicles.

10:55 AM | A 36-year-old 
Cambridge man ran his 2012 Honda 
off Chilligo Road in the south end 
of Woolwich Township while 
swerving to avoid a deer. There was 
minor damage to the car, which hit 
and bent a sign.

12:07 PM | An unidentified 
man broke into a construction 
site on Norwich Road, climbing 
over a barbed-wire fence. Video 
recordings show a man in jeans, a 
blue sweater and a tuque taking 
wooden beams and loading 
them into a white van. Police are 
investigating.

10:09 PM | A 52-year-old 
Wellesley man in a 2011 GMC pickup 
collided with a deer on Weimar 
Line at Kressler Road. Airbags were 
deployed, and the vehicle received 
minor damage.

D E C E M B E R  1 7

1:20 AM | Two males were 
reported breaking into unlocked 
cars along Norwich Street near 
Tillbury Street. The men were both 
under six feet and wore backpacks, 
and one wore a silver hoodie and 

Waterloo Regional Police Auxiliary officers spent their December weekends collecting toys near various locations around the region. 
Collecting donations outside of the Walmart location in St. Jacobs on Dec. 8 were Constables Adam Butler and Jeff Hamby, along with 
officers Mike Praught, Ryan Schaefer, Greg Grimes and Rob Wagner.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich revises 
noise policy

A simplified noise policy – essentially 
prohibiting air horns, sirens and other 
electronic noisemakers – will now be in 
effect at Woolwich recreation facilities.

Councillors this week approved a revised 
edition, stripping away the contentious 
language that targeted devices such as 
clappers and thunder sticks, as well as 
whistling, yelling, cat calling, and the like.

Changes were demanded by council-
lors last month following numerous 
complaints via telephone calls, emails 
and though an online petition, with 

many in the public seeing the policy as 
heavy-handed, vague and unjustified.

Mayor Todd Cowan said the revisions 
bring the wording in line with the 
policy’s original intent: dealing with 
excessive noise.

Going forward, the township will deal 
with only extreme cases – not ordinary 
cheering – on a complaint basis, he 
stressed.

“We’re not going to police the whole area.”

Church St. road 
improvements

Regional council this week approved 
road improvements to Church Street 

from Barnswallow Drive in Elmira, 
including  a 1.5-metre on-road re-
served cycling/buggy lane, designated 
left-turn lanes on eastbound Church, 
a new sidewalk on the north side of 
Church Street, new street lighting on 
the south side, three pedestrian refuge 
islands and boulevard and centre 
median island landscaping on Church 
Street where feasible. Construction is 
scheduled for 2013.

Parade benefits 
food bank

In addition to entertaining children 
and adults alike, last week’s St. 

Clements Santa Claus parade also 
collected donations for the Woolwich 
Community Services food bank.

The Paradise & District Lions Club was 
able to pass on 300 pounds of food 
and $217 in cash, generously contrib-
uted by members of the community.

West Montrose 
water from 
Conestogo?

Waterloo Regional council this 
week approved the environmental 
assessment (EA) for the West Montrose 
water supply system. 

The system currently services 
approximately 60 residences in West 
Montrose and has typically been 
unable to meet water demands of 
the community due to declining 
performance of the existing wells. The 
EA was undertaken to develop a long-
term reliable and sustainable water 
supply solution for the community. The 
preferred solution identified by the EA 
is a connection to the Conestogo plains 
water supply located within the Village 
of Conestogo.

The completed EA will be available 
for public review for a period of 30 
days.

$334K for truck to 
clean sewers

Keeping the township’s sewers clean 
comes at a cost – $333,763.64, to be 
exact. That’s the price tag of a new 
high pressure sewer flusher.

Meeting this week, Woolwich council-
lors awarded a tender to Joe Johnson 
Equipment Inc. to provide the new 
vehicle, which will replace a 1995 unit 
that goes out with a $15,500 trade-in 
allowance. The company’s bid was the 
lowest of three tenders submitted, 
coming in lower than the budgeted 
amount of $341,000.

BLOTTER | 6
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PUBLIC MEETING ON 2013 REGIONAL BUDGET
An additional Public Input meeting has been scheduled to gather public input on the 2013 Regional Budget.  
Several critical public policy issues are being addressed during this budget process.  The public input meeting 
will be held on:

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2013  at 7:00 p.m. 
REGIONAL COUNCIL CHAMBER

150 FREDERICK STREET, 2ND FLOOR, KITCHENER
If you are interested in Regional services you may wish to attend.
Final budget approval for Regional services is scheduled for Wednesday, January 16, 2013.  Budget 
Committee will start at 1:00 p.m., with Regional Council proceeding at 7:00 p.m.
Notice of this meeting is being given in accordance with the Municipal Act as amended and the Region’s 
notice policy.
Please visit our website (www.regionofwaterloo.ca) for more information on the Regional Budget or 
pick up a budget package at the Council & Administrative Services Office, 150 Frederick Street, 2nd 
Floor, Kitchener.  To speak to a Finance Department staff person on the budget, please call Allan Wong 
at 519-575-4705.
If you would like to register as a delegation at the public input meeting, please call the Council 
& Administrative Services Office by 12 Noon on Thursday, January 3 at 519-575-4420 to register to 
speak.  If you require accessible services to participate in these meetings, please contact the Council and 
Administrative Services office by the Friday prior to the meeting.

Kris Fletcher
Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this project are being collected 
to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal Act, personal information such as name, address, 
telephone number, and property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the public record.  Questions 
regarding the collection of this information should be referred to the Council & Administrative Services office.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS A FEES & CHARGES BY-LAW
The Region of Waterloo intends to pass a By-law to Establish Fees and Charges which  includes new 
fees and charges as well as amendments and/or removal of existing fees and charges. Some of the 
changes included in the by-law are for Corporate Publishing, Geographic Information Systems, 
Parking, Emergency Medical Services, Regional Library, Community Planning, Waterloo Regional 
Museum, Seniors’ Services, Waste Management, Waterloo International Airport, and Retail Water 
and Wastewater.

The amending by-law will be considered at the Regional Council Meeting scheduled for:
Wednesday, January 16, 2013  at 7:00 p.m.

Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Council Chamber, 2nd Floor Administration Building

150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the proposed fees and charges will be available for review after Thursday, December 20, 2012 
in the Council & Administrative Services Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, 
Kitchener.  If you have questions concerning the amendments, please contact Allan Wong at 519-575-
4705.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register as a delegation with the Region’s Council 
and Administrative Services Division at 519-575-4420 by 12 noon on Thursday, January 10, 2013. If you 
require accessible services to participate, please contact the Council & Administrative Services at least 
five days in advance of the meeting.

This notice is in accordance with the Municipal Act, 2001.

Kris Fletcher
Director, Council & Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

jeans. Police deployed a tracking 
dog, but the men were gone before 
they arrived. No damage was done 
to any vehicles.

5:00 PM | A break-and-enter 
occurred at some point between 7 
a.m. and 5 p.m. at a chicken barn 
on New Jerusalem Road near 
Northfield Drive East, east of Elmira. 
A hole had been cut into the wall, 
and medications and a Stihl gas 
backpack blower had been taken.

6:30 PM | A 41-year-old 
Elora woman driving a brown Jeep 
Commander hit a deer on Sawmill 
Road south of Katherine Street. The 
car received extensive front-end 
damage, and the woman suffered 
a minor wrist injury. The deer ran 
away.

8:00 PM | Copper piping was 
stolen from an abandoned house on 
Bridge Street. The value of the copper 
is unknown. The house has been 
unoccupied for six years.

DECEMBER 18

3:30 PM | A break-and-enter 
occurred at a home on Ebycrest Road 
near Breslau between 7:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m. Two footprints were visible 
on the front door. A silver chain, gold 
band and ringette national cham-
pionship gold ring with ruby were 
taken from the master bedroom.

7:30 PM | A home on Kath-
erine Street in West Montrose was 
broken into at some time between 
10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. There was front 
door damage and a side door had 
been kicked in, but nothing appears 
to have been taken.

The kids stayed home. 
Parents scrambled to find 
daycare. And the teach-
ers whose one-day strike 
Tuesday closed elementary 
schools could be seen at 
major intersections waving 
placards.

Thirty-five thousand 
elementary school teach-
ers were on the picket lines 
December 18 to protest Bill 
115, the provincial legisla-
tion attempting to impose 
controls on salaries and 
benefits in the educa-

Woolwich to 
look at options 
for recycling

Acting on a suggestion from one of 
her constituents, Ward 3 Coun. Bonnie 
Bryant suggested this week the town-
ship look at a way to better control 
the asphalt and concrete recycling 
associated with gravel pits, and make 
a few bucks doing it.

The goal would be to have 
companies bid on the old concrete 
and asphalt materials torn during road 
reconstruction  projects, providing 
some small revenue where materials 
are given away today, and ensuring 
the materials are handled, crushed and 
recycled by qualified operators away 
from residential areas.

Calling it an interesting idea, Dan 
Kennaley, the township’s director of 
engineering and planning, said he 
would like to have his staff look at the 
proposal, reporting back to council at 
a later date.

Local teachers among those on picket lines as strike closes schools
ELENA MAYSTRUK tion sector. The teachers’ 

unions say it limits their 
collective bargaining 
rights, and have introduced 
a variety of protest mea-
sures, including curtailing 
or cancelling extracurricu-
lar activities.

Included in the one-day 
strike were schools in Wa-
terloo Region, where the 
board closed the doors in 
response to job action on 
the part of the Elementary 
Teachers’ Federation of 
Ontario (ETFO).

For Waterloo regional 
ETFO president Greg Wei-

ler, the strike was about 
pressing the government 
to reconsider its hard-line 
approach with Bill 115.

“The goal is for the gov-
ernment to be willing to 
come back and have mean-
ingful discussion, and that 
means not saying that Bill 
115 is the law and we can’t 
talk about that anymore. 
And to have meaningful 
discussion about what is 
their plan as far as what 
will happen next.”

Locally, teachers from 
Wellesley and Woolwich 
townships gathered to 

picket downtown Elmira 
at 8:30 a.m. along Arthur 
Street, concentrating on 
the Oriole Parkway and 
Church Street intersec-
tions and branching 
out into smaller groups. 
Unions chose not to have 
staff picket outside of the 
schools. The goal was to 
have picketers visible to 
the public. 

Teachers from various 
locations, including Cones-
togo, Linwood, Park Manor 
and John Mahood public 
schools, were bundled up 
against the weather, bran-
dishing their red picket 
signs. Some local sup-
porters were also present 
and walking alongside the 
teachers.

Those out on the picket 
lines declined to talk about 
the issues, referring inqui-
ries to the union.  

Attendance at the picket 
line was mandatory for 
teachers, but those unable 
to attend due to special 
circumstances were taken 
into account, Weiler said. 
The union local is currently 
running a food drive for 
various regional shelters 
and teachers unable to 
walk the picket lines chose 
to help out with the chari-
table effort instead. 

The strike, he said, was 
in keeping with the On-
tario Labour Relations 
Act, which states that 16 
days must pass following 
the receipt of a “no board” 
report before legal strike 
action can take place. A 
strike is only legal once the 
conciliation process has 
been attempted and the 
required time has elapsed 
after the Minister of Labour 
has issued what’s known as a 
“no board” report.

Teachers walked off the 
job 18 days after the ETFO 
received that report from 
the ministry.

Waterloo Region teach-
ers weren’t the only ones 
off the job, as they were 
joined by counterparts in 
the Greater Toronto Area, 
Peel, Durham, Greater Es-
sex, Grand Erie and Lamb-
ton Kent. 

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
(WRDSB) was contacted by 
the provincial union office 
early Saturday morning 
with the official date of the 
strike and the board sent 
letters home with students 
asking parents to make al-
ternate childcare arrange-
ments. 

Board spokesperson 
Abigail Dancey said staff 
suspected a strike was 
coming based on informa-

tion from other school 
boards in the province. The 
board sent a letter home 
with students the previous 
Friday to inform parents of 
the possibility of a walkout 
in advance of Saturday’s 
official 72-hour notice from 
the ETFO. 

“The idea of ‘super Tues-
day’ was coming out. We 
knew Saturday would dif-
ficult so we sent it out on 
Friday.”

Back in the classrooms 
on Wednesday, teachers at 
various schools resumed a 
busy pre-Christmas week. 
Some holiday concerts put 
on annually by students 
and staff were cancelled 
due to the strike. 

While Bill 115 essentially 
eliminates a protracted 
strike, one-day walkouts 
are allowed given the 72-
hour notice period. 

BLOTTER: More law and order
FROM | 5

Teachers took to the streets of Elmira, closing schools in protest of Bill 115 on Tuesday. 
Among the group were Linwood PS teachers Troy Bottinger, Valerie Enns-Frede, Pamilla 
Caskanette and Julie Snyder Penner.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]



NEWS | 7THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2012

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Direct: 519-747-1256 Ex 209 

HANEY, HANEY & KENDALL

JOHN KENDALL
Barrister & Solicitor

41 Erb St. E., P.O. Box 185, Waterloo ON
TEL: 519-747-1010  FAX: 519-747-9323 EMAIL: jkendall@haneylaw.com

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W • 519-669-5353

Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches 
Donuts •Pies • Muffins 

Bread • Cookies
Mon. to Sat. 6 am - 5:30 pm • Closed Sunday

Home Baking
Light Lunches

Breakfast

3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • 519-699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

100 Union St. • 519-669-0524

www.woolwichrentals.ca

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5484

Elmira Insurance

CALL 1-888-2DONATE 
for more information or to book an appointment.  

www.bloodservices.ca

Give Blood ... to save lives.
The Next Elmira Clinic: Friday, December 28, 2012  
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm at Lion's Hall, Elmira

Long Johns and Doughnuts will be served after your blood donation
THE ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE FOLLOWING COMMUNITY-MINDED BUSINESSES:

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Sophia: Blood Transfusion 
Sunday 6:30am

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED

Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com
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CHRISTMAS, IT SEEMS, IS a little less 
merry than it used to be. Oh, not necessar-
ily in absolute terms, but anecdotal evidence 
shows we’re sharing fewer greetings of “Merry 
Christmas” or even the more neutral “Happy 
Holidays.” Perhaps even fewer incidences of 
meeting “smile after smile.”

Maybe this can be blamed on political correctness: 
People are afraid to offend, so they say nothing. If that’s 
the case, we’re certainly taking the shine off a holiday like 
no other.

There’s the crux: Christmas is not just another day off 
from work or school. No other holiday even comes close 
in terms of the goodwill and anticipation engendered 
by what occurs each 25th of December. It transcends 
even religion, as witnessed by how we celebrate Easter, a 
more significant holiday on the Christian calendar, yet it 
doesn’t generate the same reaction.

Even if you’re not religiously inclined or of another 
faith, there’s still something delightful about Christmas – 
the one time of year where we live up to our potential as 
kind, considerate human beings. We like ourselves better 
for it, but seem unable to carry it through more than a few 
weeks.

Yes, those of the Christian faith celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. And in recent years that has sparked a cer-
tain amount of controversy, as the unimaginative deem 
the holiday incompatible with a multicultural society. 
That is, of course, piffle supported by a few blowhards, 
including some of the majority culture who feel they must 
act as apologists for our traditions. None of these people 
realize the magic of the season extends far beyond the 
religious aspects.

Those who decry the commercialism of Christmas 
would say it’s simple greed that makes us enjoy the sea-
son, but that’s too simplistic. Christmas shows us what we 
could be, if only we’d embrace our potential.

If asked to describe what they love about Christmas, 
even the most devout Christians would go beyond the 
religious to tell of the glow and warmth that comes with 
being near to family and friends at Christmastime, a feel-
ing unrepeated at other gatherings throughout the year. 
There’s an indefinable charge in the air, as if something 
is compelling us to be more attuned to the world around 
us. We’re driven to be a little nicer (hopefully more than a 
residual desire to stay off of Santa’s naughty list) and to be 
a little more generous to others – at least in situations out-
side of the mall, where it can still be every man or woman 
for him/herself.

While some will argue Christmas is simply for children, 
they may be missing the point that it’s a chance for all of 
us to be kids again, to try to recapture some of the inno-
cence and sense of wonder.

If the Christmas spirit is on the wane today, it’s because 
we let business, stress and political correctness intrude on 
the holiday – much as they do on our lives as we progress 
from childhood into adulthood.

The goal, then, is to recapture some of that zest, that 
anticipation and wonder that came with the Christmases 
of youth. At the same time, there is the need for an adult 
appreciation of what a timeout from the “real world” can 
mean for the soul.

That’s the real magic of Christmas. Have a very merry 
one, and a Happy New Year.

Enjoy the magic 
that comes with 
Christmastime

Here’s an interesting 
statistic: the second-
highest rate of gun own-
ership in the world is in 
Yemen, a largely tribal, 
extremely poor coun-
try. The highest is in the 
United States, where there 
are almost as many guns as 
people: around 300 million 
guns for 311 million people.

But here’s another inter-
esting statistic: in the past 
25 years, the proportion of 
Americans who own guns 
has fallen from about one 
in three to only one in five. 
However, the United States, 
unlike Yemen, is a rich 
country, and the average 
American gun-owner has 
four or five firearms. More-
over, he or she is utterly de-
termined to keep them no 
matter what happens.

What has just happened 
in Sandy Hook, Connecticut 
is the seventh massacre this 
year in which four or more 
people were killed by a lone 
gunman. The fact that this 
time 20 of the victims were 
little girls and boys six or 
seven years old has caused a 

America’s culture of violence behind its high murder rates
wave of revulsion in the Unit-
ed States, but it is not likely 
to lead to new laws on gun 
controls. It’s not even clear 
that new laws would help.

Half the firearms in the 
entire world are in the Unit-
ed States. The rate of mur-
ders by gunfire in the Unit-
ed States is almost 20 times 
higher than the average rate 
in 22 other populous, high-
income countries where the 
frequency of other crimes 
is about the same. There 
is clearly a connection be-
tween these two facts, but 
it is not necessarily simple 
cause-and-effect.

Here’s one reason to 
suspect that it’s not that 
simple: the American rate 
for murders of all kinds – 
shooting, strangling, stab-
bing, poisoning, pushing 
people under buses, etc. – is 
seven times higher than it is 
in those other 22 rich coun-
tries. It can’t just be guns.

And here’s another clue: 
the rate of firearms homi-
cides in Canada, another 
mainly English-speaking 
country in North America 
with a similar political 
heritage, is about half the 
American rate – and in 
England itself it is only one-
thirtieth as much. What else 
is in play here?

Steven Pinker, whose 
book “The Better Angels 
of Our Nature” is about 
the long-term decline in 
violence of every kind in 
the world, is well aware 
that murder rates have 
not fallen in the United 
States in the past century. 
(Most people don’t believe 
that violence is in decline 
anywhere, let alone almost 
everywhere. That’s why he 
wrote the book.) And Pinker 
suggests an explanation for 
the American exception.

In medieval Europe, 
where everybody from 
warlords to peasants was 
on his own when it came to 
defending his property, his 
rights and his “honour,” the 
murder rates were astro-
nomically high: 110 people 
per 100,000 in 14th-century 
Oxford, for example. It was 
at least as high in colonial 
New England in the early 
17th century.

By the mid-20th century, 
the murder rate in England 
had fallen more than a hun-
dredfold: in London, it was 
less than one person per 
100,000 per year. In most 
Western European coun-
tries it was about the same. 
Whereas the U.S. murder 
rate is still up around seven 
people per 100,000 per 

year. Why?
Pinker quotes historian 

Pieter Spierenburg’s pro-
vocative suggestion that 
“democracy came too early” 
to America. In European 
countries, the population 
was gradually disarmed by 
the centralized state as it 
put an end to feudal anar-
chy. Only much later, after 
people had already learned 
to trust the law to defend 
their property and protect 
them from violence, did 
democracy come to these 
countries.

This is also what has hap-
pened in most other parts 
of the world, although in 
many cases it was the colo-
nial power that disarmed 
the people and instituted 
the rule of law. But in the 
United States, where the 
democratic revolution came 
over two centuries ago, 
the people took over the 
state before they had been 
disarmed – and kept their 
weapons. They also kept 
their old attitudes.

Indeed, large parts of the 
United States, particularly 
in the southeast and south-
west, still have an “honour” 
culture in which it is accept-
ed that a private individual 

DYER | 10

The Observer elves will be back at it after the holidays -- right now it's Santa's big scene. Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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True meaning of Christmas can't be found at the shopping mall

As you’re reading this, 
there are only a few days 
left until Christmas. If 
you’re like me, you may not 
have finished your shop-
ping yet ... or even started 
it.

Rather than a last-
minute scramble at the 
mall, perhaps you could 
buy nothing at all. And if 
anyone calls you cheap or 
lazy, you can direct them to 
Aiden Enns for a primer on 
the true meaning of Christ-
mas.

Enns is part of a group 
behind the Buy Nothing 
Christmas movement. A 
Winnipeg-based Menno-
nite, he sees our current 
consumption-led version 
of Christmas as incompat-
ible with the spirit of the 
holiday. By downplaying 
consumerism, the group 
says, we can enjoy holidays 
that are “richer in mean-
ing, smaller in impact 
upon the earth and greater 
in giving to people less 
privileged.”

It’s a pattern he’s fol-

lowed for more than a de-
cade since he and six oth-
er Mennonites launched 
Buy Nothing Christmas. 
The reason for the change 
is outlined on the group’s 
website (www.buynoth-
ingchristmas.org): “The 
short answer is: After 
being continuously con-
fronted with stats on the 
rich and poor and our lev-
el of consumption, I had 
to do something. And, 
because I’m a member of 
a church (Mennonite), I 
wanted to see what would 
happen if we pricked our 
collective Canadian con-
science with a full-page 
ad in Canadian Menno-
nite magazine (Oct. 22, 
2001).”

In living that lighter-
on-the-Earth philosophy, 
Enns’ Christmas plans for 
this year revolve around a 
gathering at his grandpar-
ents’ home, where there’s 
a hill out back. Where fam-
ily members usually draw 
names to assign the (home-
made) gift-giving, this 
year many of them will be 
making sleds for everyone 
to enjoy.

“We’ll go out and play in 
the snow,” he says of the 
upcoming holiday festivi-

ties, noting that while Win-
nipeg is short on hills, it’s 
long on snow already this 
season.

His sled will make use 
of some old skis and scrap 
cedar from around his 
workshop. He hopes what 
will come out of the pro-
cess is a workable sled and 
a whole lot of family fun 
trying it out.

And, as a bonus, he’ll be 
“taking the production out 
of the hands of the mar-
ketplace and bringing it 
home.”

That’s important be-
cause Enns and those who 
support a Buy Nothing 
Christmas are concerned 
about our consumer-driven 
capitalist system. 

“In my support of Buy 
Nothing Christmas, I wish 
to address how our soci-
ety is structured and how 
it tends to favour the rich 
over the poor. Because 
this is so complicated, 
we are tempted to fall 
back on a charity model. 
It’s taken me a while to 
understand how acts of 
charity towards the poor, 
even though well-intend-
ed, are ultimately not as 
beneficial as structural 
change.”

In that, he’s certainly not 
alone. The campaign has 
many parallels with the Oc-
cupy movement,  as well as 
with Adbusters programs 
such as Buy Nothing Day 
and OccupyXmas. On a 
wider level, many of us are 
becoming concerned about 
the disparities inherent in 
our economic system, in-
cluding its lack of sustain-
ability. 

A self-admitted “hard-
core” advocate of a simpler 
way of celebrating Christ-
mas, Enns recognizes that 
few people could go cold 
turkey, dealing with the 
shock of a truly Buy Noth-
ing Christmas. But even 
being mindful is a good 
first step, as he points out 
in an FAQ:

“We are all going to have 
to buy some things. When  
you do buy things, we 
encourage you to remem-
ber principles like buy-
ing locally, fairly-traded, 
environmentally friendly 
packaging, recycling or re-
using, buying things that 
last, and so on. The main 
aim of this campaign is not 
to save money (although 
that can be a side benefit), 
it’s not to slow down the 
pace of Christmas (al-

though that can be a side 
benefit), it is to challenge 
our over-consumptive 
lifestyle and how it affects 
global disparities and the 
earth. So, even though you 
might buy a few things at 
Christmas, it’s important 
to think in these global 
economic terms.”

It’s a philosophy that’s 
certainly at odds with 
our sometimes desperate 
search to find something, 
anything for the hard-
to-buy-for people on 
our Christmas lists, no 
matter what kind of junk 
we ultimately settle on. 
Instead of a nice home-
made gift – perhaps even 
some cookies – we’re 
conditioned to believe 
that we have to go out to 
the store and buy some-
thing readymade.

“It should be the other 
way around: giving some-
thing plastic made in China 
and covered in shrink wrap 
... should be dumb. That 
should be stupid. That 
should be thoughtless,” 
says Enns of our backwards 
take on what a gift should 
be.

Instead of wandering 
around the mall spend-
ing money for the sake of 

spending money, he sug-
gests we bake a cake, make 
a wooden toy, or give the 
gift of time, such as issuing 
a babysitting voucher, for 
instance.

 “That’s an awesome gift. 
I don’t know any parent 
who wouldn’t like a friend 
offering up a night of child 
care.”

He knows, however, that 
we’re stuck in a shopping 
rut: “The peer pressure to 
consume shiny objects is 
tremendous.”

It is hard to shake off 
the notions we hold, even 
if our idea of a traditional 
Christmas is only a few 
generations old. We’re ad-
dicted to stuff, including 
brightly-wrapped stuff 
under the tree. One really 
strong argument in Enns’ 
favour, however, probably 
lives in your own memo-
ries: thinking back on 
Christmases past, do you 
get more joy thinking of 
the things you got or from 
the time spent with family 
and friends, some of whom 
may no longer be with you 
today?

I know it’s the latter for 
me. And that’s the real spir-
it of Christmas. And it can’t 
be bought at the mall. 

What do you want for Christmas this year?

I want Skylanders.

 » Seth Weber

A doll.

 » Layla Martin

I want peace. And those half-pound Reese’s 
Peanut Butter Cups.

 » Kirkland Stickney

I think I want an iPod – an iPod touch – and a 
few video games.

 » Logan Occhionero

Ninjago!

 » Wesley Aitken

"A mega-casino will suck millions out of our area, while returning only a pittance of a so-called windfall of sparkling gold." Brian Steed | page 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEWDYER: Attitudes must change 
before murder rates can drop
FROM | 8

 » PNC Wealth Management 

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

may choose to defend his 
rights and his interests by 
violence rather than seek-
ing justice through the law. 
The homicide rate in New 
England is less than three 
people per 100,000 per 
year; in Louisiana it is more 
than 14.

None of this explains 
the specific phenomenon 
of gun massacres by de-
ranged individuals, who are 
presumably present at the 
same rate in every country. 
It’s just that in the United 
States, it’s easier for indi-
viduals like that to get ac-
cess to rapid-fire weapons. 
And, of course, the intense 
media coverage of every 
massacre gives many other 

crazies an incentive to do 
the same, only more of it.

But only one in 300 mur-
ders in the United States 
happens in that kind of 
massacre. Most are simply 
due to quarrels between 
individuals, often mem-
bers of the same family. 
Private acts of violence to 
obtain “justice,” with or 
without guns, are deeply 
entrenched in American 
culture, and the murder 
rate would stay extraordi-
narily high even if there 
were no guns.

Since there are guns 
everywhere, of course, the 
murder rate is even higher. 
But since the popular at-
titudes to violence have not 
changed, that is not going 
to change either.

It would cost $107,300 to buy all 364 items listed in the 12 Days of 
Christmas, up 6.1% over last year. Partridge, $15; Pear tree, $189.99; 2 
turtle doves, $125; 3 French hens, $165; 4 calling birds (canaries), $519.96; 
5 gold rings, $750; 6 geese a-laying, $210; 7 swans a-swimming, $7,000; 
8 maids a-milking, $58; 9 ladies dancing (per performance), $6,294; 10 
lords a-leaping, $4,767; 11 pipers piping (per performance), $2,562; 12 
drummers drumming, $2,776.

 » Superintendent David Thweatt of the Texas town of Harrold says 
having teachers carry concealed weapons provides security.

“We don’t have money for a security guard, but this is a better 
solution. A shooter could take out a guard or officer with a visible, 
holstered weapon, but our teachers have master’s degrees, are 
older and have had extensive training. And their guns are hidden. 
We can protect our children.”

 » From the Dec. 23, 2000 edition of the Observer.

A Fountain of Memories to honour the lives of area young people 
who died in tragic circumstances was approved by Woolwich 
council Dec. 19. The fountain concept was by the Woolwich 
Interfaith Counselling Centre and Gale Presbyterian Church.

Casino would do 
Woolwich more 
harm than good

To the Editor,
The holiday season is 
upon us. Amid the “Season’s 
Greetings” and wishes for 
a Happy New Year lies the 
promise of sparkling gold 
and a windfall of big dollars 
if we can land a mega casino 
in our township.

Toronto happens to be 
considering a similar bo-
nanza. Somehow, they have 
the luxury of several months 
to decide. Our time to con-
sider is almost gone. But 
there may still be time for us 
to pray that our elected of-
ficials will hear some of the 
comments coming “over the 
fence” from our big neigh-
bour: The Toronto Board of 
Health has voted 9-1 against 
a casino, based on health 
risks identified by their 
medical officer of health.

Now comes a warning 
from an unexpected source: 
Onex Corp., whose holdings 
include the Las Vegas Trop-
icana hotel and four Alberta 
casinos. Onex points out 
there are significant poten-
tial downsides to a casino.

As one blogger sums it: 

“Don’t do it. It will cause 
net loss in revenue for your 
city. No community gains 
money from these things. 
You are going to transfer 
billions out of your local 
economy. What you will get 
is a big increase in payday 
loan operations, increased 
loads on your social servic-
es and a spike in mob and 
drug activity.”

Is that what we want 
for Woolwich and area? 
If I were a local merchant 
trying to make a living, 
I would be very worried 
about my future right now. 
A mega-casino will suck 
millions out of our area, 
while returning only a pit-
tance of a so-called wind-
fall of sparkling gold.

BRIAN STEED, ELMIRA

Rec. associations 
still get short shrift

To the Editor,
Coun.  Bonnie Bryant 
deserves a very clear 
reminder of why she is in 
office. Bonnie has a real 
mess to clean up with very 
unhappy park associations. 
There are many unhappy 
volunteers who give their 
time and money to the 
parks in her district and 

she has done nothing to 
help the situation brought 
to council. 

In fact, Bryant has gone 
along with  the director of 
recreation and facility’s ev-
ery decision. This includes 
taking away Conestogo 
parks’s nursery school that 
has been operating for 20 
years. Karen Makela has 
taken all the revenue from 
the nursery school for her 
general budget, despite the 
fact money from the nurs-
ery school provides main-
tenance for the park. What 
do we  do now? 

There are a lot of really 
unhappy park associations 
in Bryant’s ward. That is 
why the associations have 
called upon past council-
lor Murray Martin for help. 
Murray went with the 
associations to council, 
where the mayor said he’d 
meet with the associations 
to clarify the unrest. To 
this day there has been no 
meeting, only a last-min-
ute cancellation. 

Bryant has done nothing 
to help the rec. associa-

tions. Her platform was to 
get rid of the gravel pit ap-
plications and to help the 
ward prosper; well, that’s 
not going to happen. 

It’s the volunteers who 
run the parks, while the 
township this past year 
since Makela was hired has 
done nothing but take from 
the parks, including taking 
items and money that were 
raised by the community 
for the community. Who 
should we, the volunteers, 
talk to about this? The re-
gion?

LISA MCDONALD, CONESTOGO

 
Remember what 
Christmas is about

To the Editor,
I am tired of people 
complaining about Christ-
mas. Lately I have been 
hearing things like “I 
don’t like Christmas” or,  
“I really hate Christmas.” 
I would like to remind you 
that it is not Christmas 
that you hate. Christmas 

is a birthday, a birthday 
for my saviour. His name 
is Jesus. Christmas is 
about remembering why 
he was born, remember-
ing that he was born to 
teach us to love one an-
other, to learn about hope, 
light, love, compassion 
and to be here for a great-
er purpose in life. 

Lately, people have been 
so caught up in the hustle 
and bustle of the busy 
season, that they have 
forgotten what Christmas 
truly is. Christmas is not 
about the lights, decora-
tions, presents, busy malls 
or crazy parking lots. That, 
my friends, is what society 
created. Man created the 
crazy: we fell for it hook, 
line and sinker. 

We run around from 
store to store looking for 
the perfect gift, hoping 
that it’s the one that will 
not get returned. We com-
plain about not getting the 
perfect parking spot, and 
get upset with the prices, or 
lineups at the mall. Why? 
What do we really need? 

Another laptop? Another 
cell phone or electronic toy 
in the house? 

Think about those who 
don’t have clothing, a 
home, food, a family to 
take care of them. Think 
about kids who are less for-
tunate than your child. 

What I truly want for 
Christmas is time. I want to 
spend time with my loved 
ones, family and friends. 
I want to laugh as much 
as possible, visit into the 
late hours of the day, share 
stories, have a good tasting 
belly filling meal and receive 
hugs ... lots and lots of hugs. 

Remember the loved 
ones that have left us. Re-
member the family mem-
bers or friends that have 
passed and their families 
they left behind. Think 
about how all they would 
want is to spend a little 
more time together.

So please bring the true 
meaning of Christmas back 
to your family: love. Spend 
it any way you want.

LISA STEMMLER, ST. CLEMENTS
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Two out of three, but Kings show 
some pre-Christmas malaise
Elmira runs streak to four wins in edging the last-place Guelph Hurricanes before falling to the 
Cambridge Winter Hawks; team bounces back with late rally to claim victory over Listowel

ELENA MAYSTRUK

KINGS | 14 JACKS | 15

Jacks go 1-1-1 
in three-
game stretch
Wellesley splits 
pair of shootouts 
before being 
taken to task 
in Hagersville

ELENA MAYSTRUK

HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Two outta three ain’t 
bad, but even the wins had 
the Elmira Sugar Kings’ 
head coach less than over-
joyed.

Heading into last week-
end, the Kings eked out 
a 2-1 win over the Guelph 
Hurricanes December 13. 
On Saturday, the team 
was in Cambridge, where 
they fell 6-3 to the Winter 
Hawks before regrouping 
Sunday to beat the Lis-
towel Cyclones by a score 
of 7-5.

Despite two victories, 
DeSilva said the Kings 
were lucky to get out by 
the skin of their teeth dur-
ing the Thursday and Sun-
day games. 

 “I wasn’t pleased; I 
didn’t think we played well 
Thursday night at all. We 
were very lucky to come 
out with the two points.”

It was much the same 
story on Sunday: “I 
thought we played fairly 
well for 40 minutes last 
night but we got exactly 
what we deserved.”

In the standoff with 
Guelph, Elmira got on 
the scoreboard first, just 
past the halfway mark of 
the opening period. Josh 
Mildon, assisted by Mitch 

The Applejacks made 
up for lost time after a 
week off with three games, 
winning 4-3 against Delhi 
in their first, losing 5-4 
in their second and bat-
tling with Hagersville for 
a disappointing 5-2 loss on 
Wednesday night.   

Anything can happen in 
a shootout as the Wellesley 
Applejacks well know after 
two such home games last 
weekend. They were back 
on the ice defeating Delhi 
in Saturday’s shootout 
and losing a close game to 
Tavistock on Sunday, their 
first two matches after a 
week.

November was tough for 
the Jacks, who were miss-
ing more than half of their 
players by the end, but still 
managed to win eight of 
the month’s games. The 
rest did players some good 
but there are always draw-
backs to a little holiday 
time. 

“We did pretty well. 
We got four points so you 
have to be happy with that 
– it’s pretty exciting for 
the fans,” said head coach 
Kevin Fitzpatrick of Satur-
day’s game.

On Saturday, Wellesley’s 
Patrick Weijak potted the 
first goal at 0:59. Delhi 
took their time answering 
while defending against 
an onslaught from the 
Jacks who tallied 15 shots 
on net in the period, earn-
ing them another goal by 
Weijak. 

Heading into the sec-
ond frame down 2-1, Delhi 
stepped up their offen-
sive game, outshooting 
Wellesley 17-9, yet it was 
Wellesley’s Reid Denstedt 
who scored first in at 11:42 
before Delhi’s Brad Ward 
could shorten Wellesley’s 
lead to 3-2 by scoring at 

Wright and Zac Coulter, 
beat Guelph netminder Ja-
son DaSilva at 10:10. It was 
the only goal of the frame, 
which was relatively quiet 
as the shot clock showed 
7-6 for the home team.

In the second period 
Guelph got one in right off 
the bat when Chad Herron 
got one past Mackenzie 
Blackwood at 2:01. Again, 
there was only one goal 
over 20 minutes, and the 
shots were an even paltrier 
5-5.

Elmira stepped things 
up in the third, potting the 
go-ahead goal at 3:08 off 
the stick of Patrick McK-
elvie (Matt Harding, Cass 
Frey) and outshooting the 
Hurricanes 15-3. 

The 2-1 final didn’t look 
much like a battle between 
a team jockeying for first 
in the Midwestern Con-
ference – the third-place 
Kings are 19-9-3, their 
41 points just two back 
of first-place Caledonia, 
with a game in hand – and 
the conference’s bottom-
dwellers (6-26-0).

On the road Saturday, 
the Kings may have been 
in the giving spirit of 
Christmas, allowing Cam-
bridge a whopping five-
goal  lead in the first 17 

Elmira’s Brady Campbell beats Listowel netminder  Drew Reinhardt at the WMC Sunday. The Kings emerged with a 7-5 win. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Steven Jakiela battles two Cyclones for the puck during Sunday’s home game.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT 
Dec. 11 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 3  
Milton: 3
Goals: Dustin Good x3 
Dec. 15 vs. Garden City
Woolwich: 3  
Garden City: 2
Goals: Dustin Good x2 Jordan 
Chang 
Assists: Dustin Good Jordan 
Chang Denver Martin
Dec. 16 vs. Garden City 
Woolwich: 3  
Garden City: 1
Goals: Dustin Good x2, Joey 
Martin 

NOVICE LL # 3
Dec. 15 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 3  
 Ayr: 3
Goals: Coleton Benham x2, 
Turner Duldhardt 
Assists: Ben Wilkie, Corbin 
Schmidt, Turner Duldhardt

Novice: AE 
Dec. 15 vs. Acton
Woolwich: 5  
Acton: 2
Goals: Lucas Carson x 2, Carter 
Cousineau, Lucas Radler, Sam 
Siopiolosz 
Assists: Mitchell Hartman x 2, 
Zach McMurray, Oscar Fitch, 
Aiden Von Kannen, Lucas Carson
Dec. 16 vs. Orangeville
Woowich: 1  
Orangeville: 1
Goals: Lucas Radler 

Novice: MAJOR A 
Dec. 14 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 1  
New Hamburg: 4  
Dec. 15 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 2  
Oakville: 3 
Goals: Tyler Brezynskie, Liam 
Eveleigh 
Assists: Liam Eveleigh, Sam 
Goebel
Dec. 17 vs. Hespeler 
Woolwich: 1  
Hespeler: 1
Goals: Sebastian Garrett 

Atom: LL#1 
Dec. 15 vs. LL #2
LL #1: 12  
Woolwich LL#2: 0
Goals: Liam Moyer, Connor 
Kroetsch x2, Ben Fretz x2, Kieren 
Oberholzer, Braxten Breen x2, 
William Carter, Mac Benham, Ian 
McGregor x2 
Assists: James Reichard, Cody 
Kroetsch, Matthew Deyell, 
Connor Kroetsch, Ben Fretz, 
Matthew Brubacher, Braxten 
Breen, Mac Benham, Ian 
McGregor
Shutout: Kody Lewis

Atom: LL#3
Dec. 15 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 7  
Ayr: 0
Goals: Cam Martin x4 Adam 
Schill x2 Nate Curtis 
Assists: Ben Martin x3 Nate 
Curtis Cam Martin Cole Seabrook 

Logan Frey Sam Nitsche Max 
Nitsche Keith Mikel
Shutout: Ryan Martin

Atom: MINOR AA 
Dec. 12 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 5  
Guelph: 2
Goals: Kyler Austin x3, Owen 
Lee x2 
Assists: Tyler Martin x2, Kolin 
Weigel x2, Alex Hutton x2, Evan 
Roth x2, Cameron Leonard
Dec. 13 vs. Centre Wellington
Woolwich: 2  
Centre Wellington: 6 
Goals: Kyler Austin x2 
Dec. 15 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 4  
Milton: 4
Goals: Owen Lee x3, Kyler Austin 
Assists: Tyler Martin, Gavin 
Roemer
Dec. 16 vs. Stoney Creek 
Woolwich: 6  
Stoney Creek: 3
Goals: Owen Lee x3, Gavin 
Roemer, Cameron Leonard, Kyler 
Austin 
Assists: Tyler Martin x2, Alex 
Hutton x3, Kolin Weigel, Gavin 
Roemer, Evan Roth, Kyler Austin, 
Owen Lee

Atom: MAJOR AA 
Dec 14 vs. Orangeville
Woolwich: 8  
Orangeville: 1
Goals: Conner Bradley x2, Jesse 
Martin x2, Isiah Katsube, Blake 
Roemer, Nathan Taylor, Matt 
Fleischmann 
Assists: Lucas Huber x2, Conner 
Bradley, Keaton McLaughlin, Ben 
Witmer

Atom: MAJOR AA 
Dec. 18 vs. St. Catharine’s
Woolwich: 2  
St. Catharine’s: 1
Goals: Brett Allen x2 
Assists: Conner Bradley, Jake 
Clemmer

PeeWee: LL# 1
Dec. 15 vs. Ayr
Ayr: 2  
Woolwich: 1
Goals: Hayden Fretz
Assists: Liam Hanley
Dec. 16 vs. St. George
Woolwich 3  
St. George 1
Goals: Noah Bauman, Matthew 
MacDonald, Hayden Fretz
Assists: Matthew MacDonald, 
Hannah Petrosino, Noah 
Bauman

PeeWee: MINOR AA 
Dec. 16 vs. Burlington
Burlington: 2  
Woolwich: 1
Goals: Sam Davidson 
Assists: Griffen Rollins, Lukas 
Shantz
Dec. 13 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 5  
Oakville: 0
Goals: Justin Taylor, Owen 
Harnock, Brody Waters x2, 
Jake Code 
Assists: Jake Code, Nolan Hislop, 
Griffen Rollins, Austin Cousineau
Shutout: Cyrus Martin
Dec. 15 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 3  
Guelph: 1

Goals: Brody Waters, Austin 
Cousineau x2
Assists: Owen Harnock, Bart 
Sherrer x2, Justin Taylor, Sam 
Davidson, Brody Waters

PeeWee: MAJOR A 
Dec. 13 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 4  
New Hamburg: 3
Goals: Nolan Mclaughlin x 2, 
Riley Runstedler, Cole Altman 
Assists: Evan Gowing, Brady 
MacDonald, Riley Runstedler
Dec. 15 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 0  
Oakville: 5
Dec. 17 vs. Georgetown
Woolwich: 3  
Georgetown: 1
Goals: Riley Runstedler x 2, 
Brad Hale 
Assists: Brad Hale, Cole Altman 
x 2

Bantam: LL# 1
Dec. 15 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 4  
Ayr: 1
Goals: Nathan Horst, Adam 
Elliott, Joe Hanley, Luke Decorte 
Assists: Luke Decorte x2, Nick 
Campagnolo, Ryan Diemert, 
Jordan Luis, Dawson Inglis

Bantam: LL# 2
Dec. 15 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 2   
Twin Centre: 0
Goals: Earl Schwartz, Quinn 
Young 
Assists: Earl Schwartz, Walker 
Schott
Shutout: Terry Chau

Bantam: AE 
Dec. 8 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 6  
Dundas Blues: 0
Goals: Luke Charter x3, Mitchell 
Rempel, Connor Runstedler, 
Danyal Rennie 
Assists: Danyal Rennie x2, Luke 
Charter x2, Connor Runstedler, 
Blake Doerbecker, Gareth 
Rowland, Brett Henry
Shutout: Connor Duench
Dec. 9 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 10  
Hespeler: 2
Goals: Connor Runstedler x2, 
Nathan Schwarz, Daniel Gallant 
x2, Mitchell Rempel, Connor 
Goss, Liam Dickson, Danyal 
Rennie, Mathew Uhrig 
Assists: Connor Goss x2, Liam 
Dickson x2, Mathew Uhrig, 
Benton Weber x3, Danyal 
Rennie, Brett Henry x2, Gareth 
Rowland, Connor Runstedler, 
Daniel Gallant, Nathan Schwarz
Dec. 11 vs. Erin-Hillsburgh
Woolwich: 4  
Erin-Hillsburgh: 1
Goals: Mitchell Rempel x2, 
Mathew Uhrig, Danyal Rennie 
Assists: Blake Doerbecker, 
Daniel Gallant, Gareth Rowland, 
Luke Charter, Danyal Rennie, 
Connor Runstedler, Liam Dickson
Dec. 15 vs. Centre Wellington
Woolwich: 7  
Center Wellington: 3
Goals: Mitchell Rempel, Benton 
Weber x2, Gareth Rowland, 
Mathew Uhrig, Luke Charter, 
Liam Dickson 
Assists: Luke Charter, Connor 

Goss x3, Connor Runstedler x2, 
Liam Dickson, Mathew Uhrig, 
Gareth Rowland x2

Bantam: MINOR A 
Dec. 6 vs. Georgetown
Woolwich: 2  
Georgetown: 5
Goals: Connor Martin, Jacob 
Uridil 
Assists: Nick Campagnolo 
Dec. 9 vs. Georgetown
Woolwich: 6  
Georgetown: 4
Goals: Jonah Boehm x2, Aaron 
Logan, Jacob Uridil, Connor 
Martin x2 
Assists: Jordan Gamble, Mitchell 
Newson, Aaron Logan, Jonah 
Boehm, Cameron Brown, Mitch 
Waters, Jacob Uridil
Dec. 14 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 3  
Brampton: 3
Goals: Jacob Uridil, Mitchell 
Newson, Jacob Uridil
Assists: Owen Read x2, Sheldon 
Metzger, Benton Weber, Jonah 
Boehm, Aaron Logan
Dec. 15 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 1  
Owen Sound: 5
Goals: Aaron Logan  
Assists: Jacob Uridil
Dec. 16 vs. Burlington
Woolwich: 5  
Burlington: 5
Goals: Connor Martin, Mitch 
Waters, Jordan Gamble, 
Cameron Brown, Aaron Logan 
Assists: Alex Turchan, Owen 
Read, Mitch Waters x2, Jordan 
Gamble, Sheldon Metzger
Dec. 17 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 3  
Dundas: 3
Goals: Jonah Boehm, Mitch 
Waters, Cameron Brown 
Assists: Mitchell Newson, Jacob 
Uridil

Bantam: MAJOR A 
Dec. 14 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 3  
Oakville: 2
Goals: Daniel Kauth, Kelby 
Martin, Aaron Weigel 
Assists: Tyler Townsend, Aaron 

Weigel, Ryley Cribbin, Jayden 
Hipel

Midget: MAJOR A 
Dec. 8 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 3  
New Hamburg: 2
Goals: McKinley Ceaser, Grant 
Kernick, Tyler Seguin 
Assists: Sebastian Huber, Matt 
Townsend, Cameron Mohle, 
Adrian Gilles
Dec 14 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 3  
Hespeler: 1
Goals: Tyler Seguin x2, 
Sebastian Huber
Assists: Tim Shuh, Evan Yantha 
x2, Grant Kernick, Cameron 
Mohle, Travis Bauman 
Dec. 15 vs. Georgetown
Woolwich: 5  
Georgetown: 0
Goals: Matt Townsend, Evan 
Yantha, Adrian Gilles, Bo Uridil, 
Tyler Seguin 
Assists: Sebastian Huber, Grant 
Kernick, Matt Lair ,McKinley 
Ceaser, Tim Shuh x2, Adrian 
Gilles Tyler Seguin 
Shutout: Keaton Weiss

Juvenile: U10  
Oct 13 vs. Tavistock
Woolwich: 3   
Tavistock: 1
Goals: Logan White, Dalton 
taylor, Alex Albrecht
Assists: Ryan Ament, Jordan 
Moore, Clinton Dechert

U10: LL #2
Oct. 13 vs. Embro
Woolwich: 3  
Embro: 3
Goals: Parker Alles, Ryan 
Brubacher, Tanis Uhrig 
Assists: Johnathan Staken, 
Tristan Kraemer

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

Novice: MAJOR A
Midland Silver Stick

Midland, ON |Dec. 7-9
Game 1 vs. Uxbridge
Woolwich: 1  

Uxbridge: 1
Goals: Ian Speiran 

Assists: Andrew Gear, Tyler 
Brezynskie
Game 2 vs. Bradford 
Woolwich: 9  
Bradford: 2
Goals: Ian Speiran x3, Carter 
Rollins x2, Zack Bender x2, Tyler 
Brezynskie x2 

Assists: Liam Eveleigh x2, Brett 
Moser x2, Sebastian Garrett x2, 
AJ Shaw-McMahon, Andrew 
Gear, Zack Bender, Dominic 
Roth, Carter Rollins, Reid 
Burkholder, Mitchell Young
Game 3 vs. Newmarket
Woolwich: 7  
Newmarket: 2
Goals: Brett Moser x2, Tyler 
Brezynskie x2, Ian Speiran x2, 
Carter Rollins 

Assists: Sam Goebel x2, Zack 
Bender x2, Brett Moser, AJ 
Shaw-McMahon, Liam Eveleigh, 
Sebastian Garrett, Nolan Bridge
Dec. 9 vs. Innisfil
Woolwich: 3  
Innisfil: 4
Goals: AJ Shaw-McMahon, Ian 
Speiran, Carter Rollins 

Assists: Zack Bender x2, Carter 
Rollins, Tyler Brezynskie, 
Sebastian Garrett, Colin Bray

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL #2
Dec. 15 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 0  
Waterloo: 3

Atom: B 
Dec. 14 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 2  
Waterloo: 0
Goals: Mya x2 

Assists: Maddy, Alana

Bantam: B 
Dec. 16 vs. Walkerton
Woolwich: 2   
Walkerton: 1
Goals: Jaycee Kaufman, Jessica 
Bitton 

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS 

Novice: LL #1
Dec. 15 vs. Ayr 
Twin Centre: 2 
Ayr: 2
Goals: Charlie Burell x2 

Assists: Rylan Edwards x2, Noah 
Strauss
Dec.16 vs. Woolwich
Twin Centre: 3 
Woolwich: 4 
Goals: Charlie Burell, Cameron 
Butler, Andrew Rouble 

Assists: Colton Egli

Novice: LL# 2
Dec. 15 vs. Beverly
Twin Centre: 1 
Beverly: 6
Goals: Thomas Eggert 

Assists: Owen Vanderspiegl

Atom: LL# 1
Dec. 16 vs. Plattsville
Twin Centre: 7  
Plattsville: 0
Goals: Jack Wolf x3, Josh 
Carere, Isaiah Siewert, Mathew 
Gedke,Christopher Jones 

Assists: Josh Carere x2, Jack 
Wolf, Sterling Grubb, Noah 
Bailey, Michael Proper

Shutout: Jonathan Gervais
Dec. 17 vs. New Hamburg
Twin Centre: 7  
New Hamburg: 1
Goals: Jack Wolf x3, Connall 
Gillett x2, Christopher Jones, 
Dawson Stevenson 

Assists: Christopher Jones x3, 
Jack Wolf x3, Connall Gillett 
x2, Dawson Stevenson, Isaiah 
Siewert

PeeWee: REP 
Dec. 12 vs. Port Dover
Twin Centre: 4 
Port Dover: 0
Goals: Nick Zyta, Aiden Krueger, 
Brett Hartin, Tyson Bolender 

Assists: Cole Bender x2, Brett 
Hartin, Mitch Esbaugh x2

Shutout: Brett Springer
Dec. 13 vs. Tavistock
Twin Centre: 1 
Tavistock: 1
Goals: Mitch Esbaugh 

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

PeeWee: REP
Colborne Big Apple Tourna-
ment
Twin Centre, ON | Dec.15
Game 1 vs. Newcastle
Twin Centre: 1  
Newcastle: 0

Goals: Tyson Bolender

Assists: Aiden Krueger, Mitch 
Esbaugh
Game 2 vs. Colborne
Twin Centre: 5 
Colborne: 0
Goals: Brett Hartin, Aiden 
Krueger x2, Tyler Munro, Mitch 
Esbaugh

Assists: Cole Bender x2, Wes 
McLachlan x2, Aiden Krueger, 
Erik Holmes

Shutout: Nathan Belcourt
Game 3 vs. Baltimore
Twin Centre: 6 
Baltimore: 1
Goals: Cole Bender, Aiden 
Krueger, Wes McLachlan, Mitch 
Esbaugh, Tyson Bolender, Tyler 
Munro

Assists: Mitch Esbaugh, Tyson 
Bolender, Matthew Temniuk, 
Nick Zyta, Aiden Krueger, Brett 
Hartin

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Midget: REP
Dec. 16 vs. Mt. Forest
Woolwich: 0  
Mt. Forest: 0
Shutout: Laura Hemmerich
Dec. 17 vs Woodstock
Woolwich: 3  
Woodstock: 1
Goals: Casey Hodnett, Autumn 
Hergott, Carly Bender

Assists: Lauren Brick, Ali 
Hergott, Carly Bender, Cassidy 
Pearce, MacKenzie VanBargen

TWIN CENTRE PEEWEES CLAIM TOURNEY’S TOP SPOT

Undefeated, the Twin Centre Stars PeeWee rep team came out on top last weekend at the Colborne Big Apple tournament. With a 1-0 start, they were able to beat out Newcastle, 
followed by a 5-0 game against Colborne, and ending in the finals with a 6-1 score. The team consists of goalies Brett Springer and Nathan Belcourt, Nick Zyta, Tyson Bolender, 
Erik Holmes, Mitch Esbaugh, Cole Bender, Wes McLachlan, Matt Temniuk, Brett Hartin, Tyler Munro, Aiden Krueger, Matt Somerville and Josh Monk. Coaches are Dave Hartin, Ryan 
Day, Brent Bender and Mike Bolender. [SUBMITTED]
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ATOMS GET INTO THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

This year the Woolwich Atom LL#1 hockey team spread the Christmas spirit by donating toys to the WCS Christmas Goodwill campaign. Back row: Joan Moyer, volunteer coordinator at WCS. 
Fourth row: Mac Benham, Caden Sellars, William Carter, Connor Kroetsch, Matthew Brubacher, Ian McGregor. Third row: Kieren Oberholzer, Matthew Deyell, Braxten Breen, Danny Soehner. 
Second ro: Cody Kroetsch, Liam Moyer, James Reichard, Ben Fretz. Front: Jacob Stanley, Kody Lewis  [SUBMITTED]

Undefeated in the tournament, the Twin Centre Stars PEEWEE REP team came out on top this past weekend. With a 1-0 start, they were able to beat out Newcastle, followed by a 5-0 game 
against Colborne, and ending in the finals with a 6-1 score. Congrats to the team for a great effort! The team consists of goalies Brett Springer and Nathan Belcourt, Coach Dave Hartin, Ryan 
Day, Brent Bender and Mike Bolender, and the PeeWee Rep team – Nick Zyta, Tyson Bolender, Erik Holmes, Mitch Esbaugh, Cole Bender, Wes McLachlan, Matt Temniuk, Brett Hartin, Tyler 
Munro, Aiden Krueger, Matt Somerville and Josh Monk. [SUBMITTED]

NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN / STEVE GALEA

OPEN
COUNTRY

Hankering for a time when giving it your best shot really meant something

There are only two 
things in life that I am cer-
tain of. The first is that a 
bill will travel through the 
mail at twice the speed of 
any paycheque. The second 
is when I make those very 
rare but remarkable shots 
with my long bow – as I did 
the other day –  no one is 
ever around to witness it.

Good shot, you say? Yes, 
I sent an arrow down range 

and centre-punched a ciga-
rette package-sized target 
at about 30 yards for two 
consecutive shots – while 
shooting instinctively, on 
a downhill shot through a 
sapling-filled, hardwood 
thicket no less.

It was slightly more mi-
raculous than the passing 
grade I once got in French.

At times like this an 
archer goes through the 
gamut of emotions. First, 
you allow your jaw to hang 
slack. Then, if it is spring, 
you spend the next five 
minutes spitting out black 
flies. 

Since it was not spring, 
however, I just had a good 
look around, hoping that 
there was at least a peep-
ing Tom nearby to witness 
this. And, as usual, I dis-
covered that there’s never 
one around when you need 
them. 

That left only one thing 
to do. That’s right; I called 
everyone I knew.

I didn’t do this because 
I thought anyone would 
believe me. No, I did it be-
cause, I always subscribe to 
the theory that if you throw 
enough manure at a wall, 
some of it eventually sticks. 

Don’t ask me how I know 
this.

What I have always found 
interesting about conversa-
tions like this is how un-
enthused everyone else is. 
Typically, you get responses 
like: “You called me at 3 
a.m. for this?” or “Do I know 
you?”

But I bet the reaction 
would be totally different if 
we lived in medieval times 
when our beloved king was 
overseas crusading and 
some usurper was trying to 
claim his throne with the 
help of an evil Duke and an 
inept sheriff. 

Then, people would 
be happy to have friends 
who were proficient with a 
long bow.  And instead of 
those lukewarm responses, 
you’d most likely hear your 
astounded friends saying 
things like, “Hey, when did 
we invent telephones?” and 
“That’s great, really great. 
But it’s 3 in the morning…”

Then, the next day word 
would spread and the peas-
ants would be hounding 
you to rob from the rich to 
give to them. And since they 
wouldn’t even be offering a 
cut, you’d remind them that 
highway robbery is highly 
illegal under the penalty of 
death. Then, you’d deftly 
turn the conversation to 
the great shot you made the 
other day. And that’s when 
you’d lose them.

These days things are dif-
ferent.

First off, highway robbery 

is legal and commonplace, 
as proven by bank service 
charges and credit card 
rates. 

Despite this, some things 
never change.

You still get a warm and 
fuzzy feeling when you 
reach a certain level of profi-
ciency with a long bow. You 
still feel like all that practice 
and fussing with technique 
and gear have paid huge 
dividends. You still feel that 
you have a skill that, though 
outdated, at least remains 
useful when you step back 
in time and hunt animals as 
they did long ago.

Really, when all is said 
and done, only one burning 
question remains. How the 
heck do you get deer and 
small game to stand behind 
cigarette package-sized 
targets? And luckily, you’ve 
got ’til next season to figure 
it out.

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA | 519-669-0879 | www.elmiraeyewear.com

ANNUAL SUNGLASS/EYEGLASS
CLEARANCE SALE!

SELECTED FRAMES BRAND NAME SUNGLASSES
25-50% OFF25-50% OFF 25-50% OFF

SALE RUNS NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 31, 2012

Thank You All!
The Kiwanis Club of Elmira

Would like to Thank the following 
businesses for their assistance in 

this year’s Santa Claus Parade  

Programmed Insurance       
   Brokers 
Edenborough Limited
Good Auto Parts
VHF Construction 
Dundee Wealth Management
   – Mark Wemp

SANYO
Elmira Pet Products 
Elmira Home Hardware 
Cross Country Concrete 
Rigarus Construction 
McKee Farm Technologies
Brubacher Shoes
Dreisingers Funeral Home 
Woolwich Holdings – Paul 
   Robb  & Allan Poffenroth

Elmira Business Improvement     
   Association 
Martin Mills 
Elmira Lions Club 
Waters & Hasting LLP 
Elmira Legion
McDonalds Restaurant 
Savage Auto Body 
Cherrey Bus Lines
M&G Millwrights
Bridgeland Terminals
Resurfice Inc. 
CCC Sulco
Elmira Insurance Brokers 
Emerson Industrial Automation

Parade Sponsor 
Paul & Adeles No Frills Food Market

Local Sponsors

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
SAT. JAN. 5,  12:30pm - 2:30pm 

New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

ST. JACOBS
TUES. JAN. 8,  10:00am - noon

St. Jacobs Antiques Market (Beside Mark’s)

$25.00
PER BOX
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 519.669.4111 EXT.300

Take family literacy to the 
next level with Let’s Read.

Ten Birds — 2013 Let’s Read Selection
A great read and holiday gift for your little engineer.
Construct. Think. Count.

Build-A-Birdhouse Workshops
(First 75 Children receive a Free Birdhouse to build and keep)

Kitchener RONA | Sat., January 12, 2013 |11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Cambridge RONA | Sat., January 26, 2013 | 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Family Literacy Day
Conestoga Mall | Sun., January 27, 2013 | 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Visit the Let’s Read Booth to invent at the 
‘Construction Zone’ or make a Let’s Read Button.

666 Victoria St. N., Kitchener.................................Mon. - Fri. 8-9; Sat. 9-6; Sun. 10-5
336 Eagle St. N. 2nd Floor (Riverwalk Bldg) Cambridge......Mon. - Fri. 8-8; Sat. & Sun. 9-6
447 Huron Street, Stratford..............M. - W. 9-6; Th. & Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-6; Sun. 10-5
We reserve the right to limit quantities. Some items may not be exactly as shown. Some items may be limited in quantity.

www.kwsurplus.com                          www.cambridgesurplus.ca            

HDMI CABLES

CHATEAU
HEAVY DUTY
BATTERIES

1080 HD & ETHERNET READY

Pkg.

8 Pack ‘AAA’ or ‘AA’ 3 Pack ‘C’
or ‘D’, 2 Pack 9 Volt

6FT

$599

3 unique shopping experiences

PLUS EVERY OTHER COMPUTER,
AUDIO & VIDEO CABLE

AT SURPLUS PRICES!

88¢

FRESH
DURACELL
BATTERIES

AA   .69ea.  or  10/$5.99

AAA .79ea.  or  10/$6.99

D  $1.79ea.  or  10/$16.99

C  $1.79ea.  or  10/$16.99

9v $2.49ea. or  10/$23.99

80% OFF!
1L Fusion5 sauté pan with 
cover and lifetime 
warranty.
$149.00.

$2999

80% OFF!
1L Fusion5 sauté pan with 
cover and lifetime 
1L Fusion5 sauté pan with 
cover and lifetime 

COOKSTOWN
Paderno Kitchen Store
Cookstown Outlet Mall
SE Corner Hwy 400-89

ELORA
Elora Home Hardware
6458 Wellington Rd.

FERGUS
Dixon Home Hardware 
Building Centre
745 St. David St.

HARRISTON
Harriston Home Hardware
18 Elora St.

KITCHENER
Williamsburg Home Hardware
1187 Fischer hallman Rd. 
Paderno Kitchen Store
Sportsworld Crossing
50 Sportsworld Crossing 
Pioneer Park Home Hardware
at Homer Watson Blvd. 
123 Pioneer Dr.
S.T.O.P. Rest. Supply 
206 Centennial Court

SCHOMBERG
Schomberg Hardware
Brownsville Junction Plaza

WATERLOO
Paderno Kitchen Store
St. Jacobs Factory Outlet
25 Benjamin Rd.

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

DECEMBER 27TH TO 31ST ONLY AT:

49% OFF!
Deluxe salad spinners available 
in green and 
yellow.
$38.99.

$1999

56% OFF!
40cm roasting 
pan with rack.
List: 89.99.

$3999

60% OFF!
1.25L Vienna teapot.
$134.99.

$5399

70% OFF!
20cm/8” ClassIIc fry pan. 
(open) List: $99.00.

$2999

57% OFF!
20pc Greenwich 
fl atware set.
List: $69.99.

$2999

$19999

71% OFF! 
Our 11pc Muskoka cookware set features stainless steel construction, impact bonded base, and classic styling. Safe for all stovetops 
including induction. The 11pc Muskoka set includes 1.5L & 2L saucepans, 4L saucepan with helper handle, 3L casserole, 
5L Dutch oven, 24cm/9.5” fry pan, and 5 stainless steel covers. List: $699.99.

57% OFF!
20pc Greenwich 

UP TO 75% OFF!
Anodized, Natural Chef fry pans with 
PFOA & PTFE free ceramic coating.

25cm/10” Natural Chef fry pan. 
List: $139.99. Now $34.99! 
30cm/12” Natural Chef fry pan. 
List: $149.99. Now $39.99! 

Deluxe salad spinners available 
in green and 

99

60% OFF!

Anodized, Natural Chef fry pans with 

25cm/10” Natural Chef fry pan. 25cm/10” Natural Chef fry pan. 

30cm/12” Natural Chef fry pan. 

1.25L Vienna teapot.
$134.99$134.99.

$5399

KINGS: Team on the road in Waterloo, home to Kitchener before breaking for the holidays

minutes.                                                                                                                                          
   “Playing 13 minutes 
shorthanded in the first 
period, you can’t do that 
in this league. We gave up 
five goals. I thought we 

were better,” DeSilva said. 
The boys got a second 

wind at the last minute for 
their first goal at 19:24 by 
Brandon Stewart. 

Still in command of a 
big lead, Cambridge let 
down their guard and 

Brady Campbell would 
take the next one when 
the teams returned from 
the room for the second 
frame, making it 5-2 at 
4:10. 

The Hawks restored a 
four-goal cushion at 14:37. 

Elmira got another at 
16:18, but that was as close 
as it would get, as there 
would be no more scoring.

The Kings’ only conso-
lation came on the shot 
tracker, which saw them 
with a slight edge, 28-26.

KINGS | 11 Back home on Sunday 
they had better luck stay-
ing ahead of the game 
against a tough team, 
DeSilva said. 

The Kings pleased their 
coaches with a renewed 
work ethic, but may have 
been distracted by the 
coming holidays.

“This is always a tough 
stretch because we’ve 
got guys that are looking 
forward to going home 
and seeing their families. 
Some of the boys haven’t 
seen their parents since 
they’ve come down in Au-
gust,” DeSilva said. 

Matt Schiek wasted no 
time potting a goal at 2:39. 
He was followed closely by 
Campbell at 4:08, with an 
assists from Jake Weidner, 
but Listowel was hot on 
their heels, scoring a goal 
at 5:28. The teams would 
swap a goal each by the 
end of the period, mak-
ing it 3-2. Weidner scored 
at 19:07, followed by Lis-
towel’s Jacob Robitaille at 
19:31. 

The boys came back 
from the room to be domi-
nated in the second, with 
Listowel potting two out 
of the three goals in the 
period at 11:50 and 12:25 
before Elmira’s Coulter got 

one back at 16:47 to knot 
things up at 4-4. 

Despite upping their 
energy for the home game, 
the Kings lost their advan-
tage at key points in the 
game. 

“We’re causing things 
to be hard on ourselves 
by the things that we’re 
doing, especially turning 
pucks over at the offensive 
blue line,” DeSilva said. 

Still, Elmira came out 
on top by the end of the 
evening, starting with 
Campbell who took a suc-
cessful shot five seconds 
into the frame. Listowel 
would have time for one 
more at 6:03 before Kings 
took the game courtesy of 
Weidner, who got a goal at 
8:57, and Stewart at 19:38.

Shots were 44-37 in fa-
vour of Elmira en route to 
a 7-5 victory.

The Kings are on the 
road in Waterloo Saturday 
night before returning 
home for a Sunday mati-
nee against the Kitchener 
Dutchmen. Game time is 
2 p.m. at the Dan Snyder 
Arena. The team then 
breaks for the holidays, 
returning January 5 to 
visit the Siskins and host-
ing Caledonia the follow-
ing day.
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BLEED

ontario.ca/healthyhomes • 1-866-668-8297 • TTY 1-800-263-7776

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

The Healthy Homes Renovation Tax Credit can help.

Seniors 65 years and older and their live-in family members are eligible 
for a tax credit of up to $1,500 on home modifications that improve 
safety and accessibility – regardless of income. Eligible improvements 
include things like support bars, ramps or walk-in bathtubs. To claim 
your credit, keep your receipts for when you file your taxes.

in your home.Find

MF-12-520-ENG-Z_10.25x7.indd   1 11/23/12   1:37 PM

JACKS: Holidays will be a short affair, as team launches into a busy home stand on Dec. 29

12:40. 
Feeling the pressure, the 

Jacks fought to stay ahead 
but spotted a tying goal to 
Delhi at 7:47 into the third 
period before heading into 
overtime and finally win-
ning it 4-3 in a shootout. 

Sunday’s game present-
ed the Jacks with strong 
opponents and the team 
fought hard to defend 
their net with seven play-
ers still off the ice due to 
injuries and illness. Tavis-
tock outshot the boys 43- 
31, earning the final goal in 
a shootout.

Wellesley gave away 
the first two goals of the 
game at 2:08 and 8:59 and 
failed to answer in the first 
frame. 

The Jacks evened things 
up in the second frame, 
however, with three con-
secutive goals. Troy Wil-
liams scored at 5:25, fol-
lowed by Coleton Madge 
at 11:48 and Josh Herd at 
18:54 to give the Jacks a 3-2 
lead by the time each team 
headed to their respective 
rooms. 

The third frame was pre-
carious for both teams as 
they tried to get ahead by 
just one point. Tavistock 
took the next goal at 2:33, 
tying the game at 3-3. With 
six minutes to go in the 
match, Wellesley’s Luke 
Rose would make the score 
a hopeful 4-3 in his team’s 
favour but Tavistock 
would find the back of the 
net at 19:36 and send the 
game into overtime, even-

tually winning 5-4 in the 
shootout. 

Facing Hagersville on 
Wednesday, the Jacks had 
a sense of déjà vu: having 
fallen to the Hawks four 
times this season, this 
game was no different. 

The visitors drew first 
blood just 2:04 in. Welles-
ley got that one back 
quickly, when Cody Tap-
sell scored at 3:11, assisted 
by Taylor Doering and 
Herd. The only bright spot 
came nine minutes later, 
when Troy Williams gave 
the Jacks their only lead, 
which would hold up until 
late in the second. At that 
point Hagersville potted a 
pair, taking a 3-2 lead into 
the second intermission.

The only goals of the 
third came off the Hawk 

sticks, sealing a 5-2 victory.
Despite the loss, both 

coaches and fans were 
pleased with the on-ice 
effort.

“I give full marks for 
these guys for work ethic,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

On the road Thursday 
night in Ayr, the Jacks are 
home Saturday night to 
face the Burford Bulldogs. 
Game time is 7:30 p.m.

The holiday break is a 
short one for Wellesley, 
which continues a home 
stand with games against 
Ayr (Dec. 29), Delhi (Dec. 
30), Tavistock (Jan. 2) and 
Delhi again (Jan. 4).

JACKS | 11

Troy Williams celebrates a Wellesley goal 
during Saturday night’s game against 
Delhi. The Jacks needed a shootout to post 
a 4-3 win.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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2065 Floradale Rd, RR1
519-669-2300

PORK & BEEF

15%
OFF 35%

OFF

UP TO

SELECTED FROZEN ITEMS

STOREWIDE!

15%
OFF 35%

OFF

UP TO

SELECTED FROZEN ITEMS

STOREWIDE!

DEC. 26, 9-4:30DEC. 26, 9-4:30

EXCLUDING: CHEESE, HONEY,
ALL CANNED GOODS & 

ADVANCED ORDERS *In stock items only, no rainchecks

www.zimmermancustomflooring.ca

Zimmerman
C U S T O M   F L O O R I N G

WEEK
BLOWOUT

BOXING

519.669.3933
17A Industrial Drive, Elmira

CARPET 
REDUCED
REMNANTS NO

HST
NO
HST+Visit us Dec. 27, 28, 29, 30

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-8, Sat. 9-5:00

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

519-669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

WE ARE OFFERING A DISCOUNT
EQUIVALENT TO THE TAXES ON
ALL REGULAR PRICED, IN-STOCK

MERCHANDISE FROM DEC. 27-31! 

ENJOY YOUR TAX HOLIDAY!

BOXING WEEK HOURS

W.C. BROWN & SONS
MENS CLOTHIER •  TAILORS •  DRY CLEANING & ALTERATION SERVICES •  COMPANY UNIFORMS

Uptown Elmira | 519-669-1152 | www.BrownsMenswear.com

BOXING WEEK

STORE WIDE WINTER SALE

QUALITY MENS FASHION

SALE

OPEN B
OXIN

G D
AY 9-4

Ente
r t

o W
IN

 a fr
ee

Sport
s Ja

cket

*Some exclusions apply

OFF60%
OFF10%

CRUISE & RESORT
WEAR

CRUISE & RESORT
WEAR

OFF10%

Wed.  Boxing Day         9-4
Thurs. &  Fri. 9-8
Sat.     9-5
Sun.     Closed
Mon.    9-4
Tues.     Closed

UP TO

NUMEROUS

QUANTITIES OF
ROOM LOT

LAMINATE

PRICING
& HARDWOOD
AT VERY SPECIAL

NUMEROUS

QUANTITIES OF
ROOM LOT

LAMINATE

PRICING
& HARDWOOD
AT VERY SPECIAL

ENGINEERED

1100ft2 AVAILABLE

PREFINISHED

$2.69

HARDWOODOAK - HONEY 3/8” x 5”

sq. ft.

ENGINEERED

1100ft2 AVAILABLE

PREFINISHED

$2.69

HARDWOODOAK - HONEY 3/8” x 5”

sq. ft.

WITH PURCHASE OF

ANY CARPET REMNANTWITH PURCHASE OF

ANY CARPET REMNANT
BINDINGCARPETFREE
BINDINGCARPETFREE

PURCHASE

CARPET PAD

CARPET

FREE

FOR INSTALLATIONIN 2013 & RECEIVE
IN 2013 & RECEIVE

PURCHASE

CARPET PAD

CARPET

FREE

FOR INSTALLATION

PURCHASE

PAINT DISCOUNT

PAINT

15%
WITH YOUR FLOORING

 & RECEIVE AN EXTRA

PURCHASE

PAINT DISCOUNT

PAINT

15%
WITH YOUR FLOORING

 & RECEIVE AN EXTRA

Year End SpecialsYear End Specials

1011 Industrial Cres., Unit #2
(Beside K&K Liquidators)

519.699.5411
www.letusflooryou.ca

STORE HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri 8:30-5:30
Saturday 9:00-3:00

Evening By Appointment

Quality + Value = Our Trademark Since 1995

BOXINGWEEK
DEAL’S SO INCREDIBLE THEY WILL BLOW YOUR MIND. DON’T MISS

YOUR CHANCE TO SAVE BIG WITH THESE BOXING WEEK SPECIALS.

We Deliver!

PHONE:

519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S.

Holiday
Hours

Holiday
Hours
December 24
Closing at 6 p.m.

Boxing Day December 26, 10-5pm
Re-opening December 27 at 7 a.m.

December 31
Closing at 6 p.m.

Re-opening January 2 at 7 a.m.
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Dean Martin(R)
Kim Pape
Mike Shantz

Other 25+ Year Members
Judy Bell
Sheila Howlett-Soltysiak (R)

Bruce Burnham
Diann Hollebrandse
Bob Burnham

Other 30+ Year Members

PIB & RWAM also have subsidiary o�ces in London & Blenheim, Ontario ~ Edmonton, Alberta ~ Halifax, Nova Scotia

Other 10+ Year Members
Adam Straus
Danielle Mokren
Peggyann MacMillan
Jacqueline McKinnon
Tammy McBay
Kathy Service
Susan Densmore

Mike Sanderson
Roxanne Schott
Nancy Miller
Bruce Buchanan
Tammy Martin
Christine Weigel
Lea Pender

Sandy Snider
Susan Wideman
Mark Shanks
Derek Martin
Martin Kent

Mike Benjamins
Stephen Lewis
Sheryl Oke-Infanti
Cathy Armstrong
Dan Nguyen
Kelly Smith
Salena Booth

Jane Leung
Jen Bettke
Keri Straus
Gabrielle Ho�man
Shauna Schiel
Sarah Hunt
Vince Murchie

FREE PUBLIC SKATING
Sat., December 29th

4 to 5 pm

Our Gift  to  You
Woolwich Memorial Centre

Carol Lewis (R)
Dan Galloway
Frank McKitterick

Other 20+ Year Members
Lesa Martin
Judy Charles
Dale Enns

Heather Aguiar
Charles Wood
Al McDonough

Carole Yari
Joan Orser
Todd Edwards

Joan Orser
Laura Kindrat
Donna Foubert
Janice Futher
Deanna Batchelor

Cheryl Kruschel
Tina Hanley
Kari Ryan 
Bob Dobson
Darlene Shantz

Stephen Bott
Caren Watchorn
Susen Buchanan
Elaine Racey
Doug Snoddy

Sue McKay
Lisa Demerling
Kevin Pfei�er
Pat Nowak
Frank Cooper
Joan Winkler

Other 15+ Year Members
Dave Ryan
Monica Shantz
Mark Bannon
Linda Hergott
Margaret Schuiling
Donna Martin

Julia Martin
Lynn Martin
Carole-Anne Mighton

2012 was an exciting year for PIB/RWAM with the 20,000 square foot addition to our Elmira 
O�ce.  We are pleased to announce that construction is complete and we have comfortably 

settled into our new space.

As 2012 draws to a close, we re�ect on the year that has passed by acknowledging the following sta� 
members for their dedication and contribution to our corporation.

Wrapping up 2012
 with a Strong Finish

Sharry Esch Krystyna Werner

Christine Bradley
Karen Horn
Dave Speir

Christine Burns Laura Kerr Marleigh Sack

Monika Rath Sheila Evans Janey Frey Kristy Allen Shirley BarryAndrea Doherty

Jennifer Meyer Claude Simard Sarah Lareau

(R) Retired
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

NEW BUSINESS / MAKING FOOD LOCAL

Doing business is a personal thing

Yoshiyuki Hanzawa 
was a young Japanese 
agricultural exchange 
student here in the 1990s, 
working on the Fraeland 
Holsteins dairy farm just 
outside Brampton (the 
farm has since moved to 
Fergus) and occasionally 
visiting the dairy research 
operation at the University 
of Guelph. For fun, he took 
weekly shopping forays to 
the Bramalea City Centre 
mall. And while that may 
seem like no big deal to 
most of us, it’s a different 
story if you’re from rural 
Japan, a world away. 

Hanzawa lights up as he 
describes the mall as a new 
commercial and cultural 
experience. In fact, it made 
such a lasting impres-
sion on him that when he 
later returned to Japan, 
assumed the helm of the 
family farm and developed 
his own line of prize-win-
ning Holsteins (primarily 
fuelled by Canadian genet-
ics) he took a bit of artistic 
licence with the name and 
called his operation Brame-
lia Holsteins. 

Under his tenure, the 
farm has grown nearly 
six-fold over the last 20 

Remember 
victims 
of tragedy 
everywhere 
this holiday 
season

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 20

Owners of Wellesley Meats and Cheese drawn to the small-town atmosphere offered in the village

MEATS AND CHEESE | 20

VENTURE
PROFILE

BUSINESS: Wellesley Gourmet 
Meats and Cheese

LOCATION: 1023 Maple Leaf St.

PHONE: 519-656-2525

OWNER: Billie Ross, Bill Ross

A big-city location 
may be coveted by many 
businesses, but it can be 
difficult to catch the at-
tention of customers with 
so many choices. Such lo-
cales also come with a va-
riety of stresses not found 
in a small setting. In that 
light, it’s not surprising to 
see entrepreneurs heading 
to the rustic countryside. 

In the picturesque vil-
lage of Wellesley, one 
couple found just the right 
niche for their small busi-
ness.

You can smell the scents 
of smoke and wood long 
before walking into Welles-
ley Gourmet Meats and 
Cheese, owned by Billie 
Ross and Bill Ross. 

“Wellesley, it’s the 
hometown charm that we 
like, the country feeling. 
So we wanted to open our 
store as that,” said co-own-
er Billie Ross. 

Located on Maple Leaf 
Street just past the Nafz-
inger Road intersection, 
the tiny store is bursting 
with traditional wooden 
furniture full of local prod-
ucts and gourmet treats. 

The store got a popu-
larity boost when its 
signature homemade 
hamburgers and chicken 
burgers ended up on grills 
in the village following a 
spring opening. Now that 
colder weather is at hand, 
customers are looking for 
comfort food and, right 
now, something to accom-
pany the festive season.

 This is their first Christ-
mas, yet the owners are 

already used to the infor-
mal, friendly relations of a 
tight-knit community. 

“I love the personal part. 
We know our customers 
and they know us, first 
name basis and that kind 
of thing.”

Ross described how a 

new customer stopped 
her outside of Wellesley 
Public School to place an 
order for a gift basket right 
there on the street. Ross 
took it down and was able 
to deliver the goods to her 
customer’s door. 

“Where in Kitchener-

Waterloo could you ask 
somebody to make you up 
a gift for Christmas and 
have them deliver it?” she 
said of the decision to keep 
the business in the village. 

This is the first time 

ELENA MAYSTRUK

DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY.
SEE AN IMAGE IN THE OBSERVER THAT YOU LIKE? DON’T 

WORRY, WE DO PHOTO RE-PRINTS! VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR 

SIZES, PRICING AND ORDER FORMS.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

Billie Ross (left) and Bill Ross are the owners of Wellesley Gourmet Meats and Cheese, a specialty food store in Wellesley Village.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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years. It now includes 180 
dairy cows, making it a big 
operation in Japan. Over 
time, he’s come to periodi-
cally travel the world in his 
role as farm president, 
seeking out successful 
management strategies 
elsewhere. In the fall, his 
quest brought him to our 
region as part of a 50-farm 
tour of dairy operations. 
He’s never lost sight of 
what farmers can learn 
from other farmers.

But on this recent visit, 
his hosts had as many 

Ross has run a business, 
but the industry is an 
old friend for partner 
Bill, who has worked as 
a butcher and business 
owner for many years. He 
sold his half of a market in 
Guelph, Ross explained, 
to start a business closer 
to his childhood home in 
the village of Petersburg, 
in neighbouring Wilmot 
Township. 

Now Ross is trying her 
hand at customer service 

questions for their affable 
guest as he did for them – it 
turns out Bramelia Hol-
steins is a scant 55 kilome-
tres from the Fukushima 
nuclear plant, which was 
decimated by one of the 
worst natural disasters the 
planet has ever known, the 
Great East Japan Earth-
quake. The March 11, 2011 
quake, which registered an 
incredible 9.0 on the Rich-
ter scale, and its associated 
tsunami wave that rose up 
to 130 feet high, wracked 
the plant and thousands 
of other buildings as it 

and marketing while Bill 
fills the shelves with tasty 
foods, many of which are 
prepared right in the store. 

The shop has enjoyed 
some word-of-mouth fame 
since it opened, with cus-
tomers travelling quite 
a distance to sample the 
products.  

“It’s been amazing; the 
support is wonderful from 
the community and the 
surrounding communities. 
New Hamburg and Strat-
ford, even Kitchener and 
Waterloo,” Ross said. 

pummeled 650 kilometres 
of east Japan’s gorgeous 
coast. Overall, it claimed 
nearly 17,000 lives and 
caused more than $210 bil-
lion in damage … in mere 
minutes. 

For the most part, 
Bramilea Holsteins was 
spared. Although it’s lo-
cated relatively near the 
Fukushima plant, the wind 
was in its favour that day, 
blowing toxic clouds west 
of the busy farm. 

That’s where I met 
Hanzawa earlier this 
month, as I participated 

This holiday sea-
son products are being 
grabbed of the shelves, as 
it’s the time of year for par-
ties and dinners. Ross has 
noticed certain products 
are going fast. 

“They are doing a lot of 
meat and cheese platters 
and they also buy a lot of 
our condiments, gift bas-
kets. I’ve done a ton of bas-
kets this season,” she said 
of her customers’ choices.

These days, she added, 
many customers want 
a “one-stop-shop” but 

in a research project spon-
sored by the Japanese gov-
ernment to try to help mo-
bilize production knowl-
edge to farmers there. 
Japan has a vibrant agri-
cultural media sector, and 
producers such as Hanza-
wa look to newspapers 
and magazines, mainly, 
for guidance. For example, 
although Hanzawa wasn’t 
directly under the fallout, 
he’s still dealing with the 
aftermath of a 20 per cent 
milk production drop, 
caused by feeding changes 
to his herd. He has to man-

Wellesley Meats and 
Cheese is just not big 
enough for that. Instead 
Ross took a different turn 
by offering specialty prod-
ucts with a traditional 
twist. 

“You want to have 
enough products for peo-
ple who come in. A lot of 
times they want that one-
stop shop. We can’t really 
offer that in this space so 
we try to specialize and 
bring in unique products 
they can’t get anywhere 
else.”

age his soil differently, to 
minimize uptake of the 
measure of fallout his areas 
did receive. Experts often 
arrive at his farm to check 
radiation levels of his hay. 
The media helps him make 
sense of it all.  

On this day and others, 
Hanzawa doesn’t mind 
being in the spotlight. He 
says he gets strength from 
people interested in Ja-
pan’s recovery… an interest 
that officials in the tsuna-
mi-affected area believe is 
stoked by volunteers and 
what’s become dubbed di-

The store makes its own 
fresh chicken, schnitzel, 
chops, and fresh sausage. 
As for the rest of the 
products, they are as lo-
cal as they can find them 
with the exception of an 
American company. The 
preserves – which stand in 
glass jars on many surfaces 
in the store – are made 
by a couple in Huntsville. 
They drive a total of six 
hours to deliver the pre-
serves to the store, Ross 
said. 

The store is gearing up 

saster tourism.  
“Those of us locally 

feel very strongly that 
it’s important for people 
to experience these sites 
firsthand,” says Amya 
Miller, global public rela-
tions director for the City 
of Rikuzentakata, which 
lost 1,700 people and 3,300 
buildings in the tsunami. 
“What is felt when people 
visit is intangible but very 
powerful. There’s too much 
that cannot be properly 
conveyed about local needs 
without visiting. Don’t for-
get us.”

for another busy weekend 
as it opens Wednesday 
through Sunday, a time 
when everyone has time to 
shop, Ross said. 

With a new business 
even the two days off dur-
ing the week don’t seem 
like holidays for the part-
ners. 

“I’m running, picking 
stuff up, dropping off or-
ders, picking up orders, 
which I enjoy, but that 
would probably be my big-
gest challenge. It pays off: 
it’s well worth it.”

ROBERTS: Parts of Japan still recovering from the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami

MEATS AND CHEESE: Owners find they’re getting strong support from the community 
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Last Name,First NameBirth Date  |  TownParents Names

Babies
YEAR!

2012

of the

$35.00
+hst

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

Full colour photo of your little one in the  January 5, 2013 edition.
Deadline for submission January 2nd, 2013 

BOOK EARLY. EMAIL PHOTOS & CAPTION INFORMATION TO: 

ADS@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM
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THE ARTS
LIVE MUSIC / CRANKIN’ IT UP

Ending the year on a rockin’ note
Headlined by Stained Glass Army, six high school bands will be turning up the volume at Lions Hall in Elmira

STEVE KANNON

happy
holidays
from

We wish all our customers
all the best for 2013

BIRDLAND PLAZA | 112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira

519.669.5200 | 519.669.5244

WATERLOO-WELLINGTON ONTARIO
MAPLE SYRUP 

PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL INFORMATION DAY

We invite you to attend the Waterloo-Wellington Ontario Maple 
Producer Association Annual Information Day on Thursday,  
Jan. 10, 2013 at the Woolwich Community Centre, St. Jacobs  

(located at the intersection of HWY #86 & Regional Rd. 17)  
Admission is free to members

$20 for non-members
Registration: 9:00am

Meeting: 10:00am-3:30pm
Hot Meal: $13.00

For more information contact Bob Richmond 519.696.3551

To Register visit the website at 
www.kmwoutreach.ca 

or call 519-722-9666 For Information 
email kirk@kmwoutreach.ca

Wed. Jan. 2nd, 9am-3:30pm  
Elmira Mennonite Church
58 Church St. W., Elmira

BABYSITTING
COURSE

Home this week to a 
host of volunteers prepar-
ing food hampers, Elmira’s 
Lions Hall won’t be filled 
with Christmas carols next 
weekend. And the vol-
ume will be anything but 
background. Easy listen-
ing ain’t on the menu as 
a handful of high school 
bands rock out 2012.

Headlined by Stained 
Glass Army, the con-
cert December 29 will 
also showcase five other 
groups: The Suns, Drop-
out Distortion, Heaven 
Through Hell, The Three 
Pennies and Gwen’s Mas-
cara.

All feature the musical 
talents of Elmira District 
Secondary School stu-
dents.

The four members of 
Stained Glass Army are 
Grade 11 students at the 
high school who got to-
gether last fall. They’ve 
been writing songs since 
that time, with next week-
end’s show likely to in-
clude 10 or 11 originals to 
go along with a few covers.

“We do a lot of our own 
stuff,” said Kyle Wilton, 
who writes the lyrics and 
sings, along with looking 
after rhythm guitar duties.

The style is eclectic, re-
flecting the musical influ-
ences of each of the band 
members.

“It’s a little bit of every-
thing. We all come from 
a lot of styles,” said Nate 
Dowdall, the lead guitarist.

“It usually starts with 
lyrics,” said Wilton of the 
songwriting process. He 

puts down some words, 
and the four of them come 
up with some music, 
either separately or as a 
unit. Along with Wilton 
and Dowdall, there’s Trev-
or Bowman on bass and 
Carter Leis on drums.

“We all put different 
things into every song,” 
said Wilton.

The first stuff they did 
together had definite 
metal overtones – draw-
ing from the likes of Black 

Sabbath and Priestess – 
but they’ve also been in-
spired by some of the new 
alternative bands.

To underscore the 
heavier influences, the 
four-piece band breaks 
into “Dance and Fall” dur-
ing a rehearsal in the base-
ment of Leis’ Centre Street 
home. It’s a space clearly 
given over to the music, 
dominated by the drum kit 
decked out with the SGA 
logo.

Leis has been play-
ing for six years, so is no 
stranger to providing the 
band with its percussive 
needs. Dowdall picked up 
the guitar four years ago, 
while Wilton (two years) 
and Bowman (about a year 
and a half) came to their 
instruments more recent-
ly. It’s clear, however, that 
they’ve got more than a 
little experience as a unit: 
the sounds is quite tight.

Regular rehearsals – at 

least once a week for the 
past year, more as holidays 
allow – have Stained Glass 
Army concert-ready, they 
say. There’s no issue of 
stage fright at this point.

In fact, they’ve already 
played a number of gigs, 
including some competi-
tive battle-of-the-bands 
stuff. In the first such 
show, only months in, they 
captured a fourth-place 
finish up against some 40 
bands in Cambridge. Later, 

there was a second-place 
finish at a similar competi-
tion in Kitchener.

The band is all set for 
next weekend’s show. An 
all-ages event, the concert 
goes December 29, 7 p.m. 
to midnight(ish) at Lions 
Hall, 40 South St. W. in 
Elmira. Tickets are $10 in 
advance, $12 at the door, 
available from any of the 
performers set to play that 
evening or by leaving a 
message at 519-501-5130.

Trevor Bowman, Nate Dowdall, Kyle Wilton and Carter Leis are Stained Glass Army. They’ll be performing with five other bands at a concert Dec. 29 at Lions Hall in Elmira. [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]
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100% LOCAL

#1 IN THE REGION

A PLACE TO 
SELL YOUR 
DUPLICATE 

GIFTS 
THAT YOU 
RECEIVE 

FOR 
CHRISTMAS

HELP WANTED

IN HOME CARE needed for 
elderly woman. Fulltime, 
housekeeping and personal 
care. Starting immediately. 
Please call 519-885-0182 
leave message.

HELP WANTED

A CAREER IS WAITING FOR 
YOU IN THE FARM EQUIPMENT 
INDUSTRY. We are looking for 
a few good people that want 
to make a difference to help 
feed the world. The products 
we sell and service are world 
class which help our farmers 
grow the very best food in 
the most efficient ways. We 
have job openings for a parts 
person, salesperson and a 
Service Administrator. Please 
drop off your resume at 
Stoltz Sales & Service in Lis-
towel, Elmira or Mildmay. You 
can also send your resume to 
keith@stoltzsales.com

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE 
of Furniture, Pequegnat 
& other clocks, oil lamps, 
glass, china, and other 
interesting items, to be held 
at The K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd., 2 miles south 
of Wellesley or 2 miles north 
of Philipsburg, For Mary and 
the Late Jim Seeds, on Sat-
urday, January 5th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

TOY AUCTION OF Farm, 
industrial, trucks, cars, 
tractor trailers, literature & 
other interesting items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2 miles south of 
Wellesley or 2 miles north 
of Philipsburg, for Jim Brant, 
Owen Sound and additions, 
on Saturday, January 12th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUTOMOTIVE

1994 DODGE SHADOW 5 Dr. 
Hatchback. 133k’s, as is $500 
o.b.o. Ron 519-669-4566.

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 
for rent. No pets, no smoking. 
References required. $700/
month. 519-669-5751.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

GIVE THE GIFT of Music this 
Christmas! Guitar & Bass 
Lessons, musical instruments 
& accessories. Gift Certificates 
available. Call 519 -669-5885. 

FOR SALE

NEW ITEMS ADDED DAILY! 
Visit our 2nd floor clearance 
centre for mega deals on 
hand tools, small appli-
ances, artwork, home-decor, 
lighting, paint sundries, and 
so much more. All at least 
35-50% off retail prices. 
Elmira Home Hardware. 
OPEN Mon Fri 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. & Sun 
noon - 5 p.m.

AUCTION HELP WANTED

ANTIQUE 
AUCTION SALE 

Furniture, Pequegnat & other clocks, oil 
lamps, glass, china, and other interesting 

items, to be held at
The K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd., 2 

miles south of Wellesley or 2 miles north of 
Philipsburg,

For Mary and the Late Jim Seeds, on

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5TH @ 10:00 A.M. 

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138

2827 Hutchison Rd., R#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

CONSISTING OF:  12 light, 2 drawer, flat 
wall cupboard.  2 door, 2 drawer flat wall 
cupboard – good feet.  Oak side-by-side 
(bowed front cabinet/drop front).  Hoosier 
(Renfrew).  Pine storage cupboard.  2 drawer 
blanket box.  Washstand.  Wooden tool chest.  
Wooden military field bed.  Trunk.  4 Lloyd 
Loom soda fountain stools – rare.  2 corner 
what-not shelves.  Pequegnat clocks (King 
Edward, Montreal, Quebec).  Mission oak 
floor clock.  5 ogee weight clocks.  Hanging 
Gingerbread clock.  A nice collection of 
approx. 25 gingerbread, wall & mantle 
clocks – a must see.  Carriage clock.  Brass 
clocks.  Jerome large round wall clock.  
3 hanging oil lamps.  Cranberry banquet 
lamps.  2 hanging Aladdin lamps. Quantity 
of oil lamps.  Quantity of lamp parts (works, 
cases, weights, etc.).  Wooden duck decoys.  
Oak wall phone.  Pocket watches (1 Sterling 
Silver key wind, Ladies Waltham, etc.).  
Coca-Cola 5ft. metal police officer holding 
sign “Slow School Zone” on cast base.  Odd 
toys.  Orange Lodge drum.   Mandolin harp.  
Royal Doultons.  British Empire games 1930 
program & picture.  Old sports programs.  
Quantity of old tools.  Arrowheads.  Approx. 
15 pieces Belleek china.  Quantity of Royal 
Nippon china, plus a nice selection of china 
& glass (Flo Blue, biscuit jars, mustard pot 
collection, RS Prussia bowl, cranberry syrup 
pitcher, etc.  Early Rose Medalition Tea set.    
3 sets of china, plus a quantity of still to be 
unpacked items!

NOTE – Plan to attend this early season 
highlight.  See www.auctionsfind.com/gerber 
for photos & complete list.  Proprietors and 
auctioneers not responsible for accidents 
day of sale.  Lunch booth.  Terms – Cash or 
cheque with I.D.  10% buyer’s premium

FOR LOCAL & LONG 
DISTANCE LIVESTOCK   

Competitive wages & benefits.

Please contact:
Gary@thurtransport.com or 

Call 519-577-2072 (cell) 
          519-669-3991 (office)

AZ & DZ DRIVERS NEEDED

WE’RE AT YOUR
SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word 
out. Advertise your business 
services here. Get weekly exposure 
with fantastic results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CLOSED: FRIDAY DECEMER 21ST

OPEN: DECEMBER 31ST

NO DECEMBER 29TH ISSUE

NO PLACE LIKE (DECORATED) HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Janessa Jaden of Wellesley Village shows off the decorations that won her family the Wellesley Township Best Dressed House competition 
last weekend.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
(519)669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

Quality Collision Service

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira 
519.669.5313

Mon.-Tues. 3pm-6pm | Wed.-Fri. Noon-6pm
Saturday 9-5 | Sunday Noon-3pm

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

CUSTOM TARPS,
COVERS & REPAIRS

MAR-TARP

GRAIN/ FORAGE BOX • TRUCK • TRAILER • BOAT 
AWNINGS •  STORAGE COVERS AND MORE!

(519) 698-2754
ivan@aaronmartin.com

4445 Posey Line Wallenstein ON.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements 
Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

CUSTOM MACHINING
CNC LATHES • CNC MILLS
CNC BRAKE • PLASMA &

LASER CUTTING

We do small jobs
with fast turnaround

Martin Machining
Linwood, Ontario

(519) 698-2283

WE’RE AT YOUR
SERVICE.

We specialize in getting the 
word out. Advertise your 
business services here. 
Get weekly exposure with 
fantastic results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.
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Custom 
Window 

Coverings

Shutters • Draperies  
Wood Blinds

Honeycomb Shades
Roller Shades

Woven Wood and 
More!Each Franchise Independently Owned and Operated

(519)746-3498
www.budgetblinds.ca

Expert-Fit Measuring and
Installation Included.

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, 
today 519.669.9081 mobile: 519.505.0985
fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- Trail Maintenance and Development 
- Wooded Lot Thinning  
- Pasture Reclaimation 
- Orchard Maintenance
- Industrial Lots 
- Real Estate Lots

OFFERING A QUICK AND 
EASY WAY TO RECLAIM 

UNUSED LAND
Got long grass? Our tracked skid steer 

equipped with a forestry brush mower can 
handle ANY long grass!

All other 
tracked skid 

steer services 
are available

• Lawn Mowing Packages 
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding  
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

•  Snow Plowing & Ice Control
•  Tractor Snowblowing

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

IMPROVEMENT IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT

(1800 Gallon Residential)

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops • Decks & 
Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks • 

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Lawrence Metzger (226) 789-7301
Wallenstein, ON

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

CFB
BACKHOE SERVICES

No job too small. Mini
Excavator
Available

• Specializing in farm drainage repair/installation
• Footing / cellar / eavestrough / drains
• Stump removal

6656 Sideroad 19 | RR#2 Wallenstein  ON  N0B 2S0
Call Clare at 519-669-1752

FOR
RENT

•Tamper (Jumping Jack)
•Power Drain Cleaner (Electric Snake)

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

 
 

 
 

  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

$359,900$359,900

Elmira - Backing onto farmland! Open welcoming 
front entrance to this, like new, open concept 
home. The main floor is bright and airy featuring: 
large breakfast bar, powder room, main floor 
laundry and is carpet free. The second floor is 
carpet free, master bedroom complete with walk 
in closet and spa like ensuite. Appliances are 
included. MLS 1241487. Call Alli or Paul direct.

PRIME LOCATION! 

   

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

$219,900$219,900

Floradale - 1866 sq.ft. home in Floradale with 
a large lot backing onto green belt. This 
century home is one of Floradale's originals. 
This home is priced right for a young family 
and has great potential . Close to Floradale 
School and the park. 20 min to K-W. MLS 
1241726. Call Alli or Bill direct.

SPACIOUS TWO STOREY

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

$354,900$354,900

Elmira - Century home boasting original woodwork 
and hardwood throughout, 9ft ceilings, and pocket 
doors. spacious main bath and bedrooms with 
bonus room off master. Fully finished attic with 
skylights and gas fireplace. Within walking distance 
to all amenities. Detached workshop. MLS 1241191 
Call Alli or Paul direct.

CHARMING AND UNIQUE!

Elmira - This 3 bedroom, 4 bathroom open concept 
home is waiting for you!  Great eat-in kitchen with 
many cupboards overlooking office and large living 
room with wood fireplace.  French door walk-out to 
attractive deck. Master bedroom complete with 
walk-in closet and ensuite with Whirlpool bath. 
Large rec room with gas fireplace. Roof 2005, 
Furnace 2003, central air 2003, Carpet free main 
floor. MLS 1247064 Call Alli or Paul Direct.

WELCOME HOME!SOLD

Elmira - Attractive upgrades and finishing touches 
through-out this 4 bedroom home. Convenience at its 
best with main floor laundry/mudroom, walk-in pantry 
and completely finished basement with gas fireplace. 9ft 
ceilings thoughout main floor. Bright eat-in kitchen with 
granite counter tops, cupboards to the ceiling and island. 
Large living room with wood floors, gas fireplace and 
French door walk-out to yard. MLS 1241535. Call Alli or 
Paul direct

 VERDONE MODEL HOME! 
$495,900$495,900

Can you just imagine Heaven, 
on early Christmas morn…

The excitement of the party, 
on the day that Christ was born!

A singing choir of angels, 
was heard across the sky…

“Emmanuel” sung loud and clear, 
“God’s gift of Love is nigh.”
So, a little bit of Christmas, 

is sent to you today…
It’s filled with love and peace and joy,

this special Christmas day!
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MAKE THIS 
SPACE YOUR 
NEW HOME. 

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Bonnie Brubacher Jason Shantz
BrokerBroker of Record

*Shanna Rozema

When you list your home with Shanna Rozema, receive a Staging Package to showcase your home!! Call for details.
Broker

Elmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

CONESTOGO BUNGALOW

$419,000. 
Uniquely designed home offers 
spacious loft, sunken living 
room, 3 season sun room 
overlooking a beautiful park like 
yard complete interlock patio, 
mature trees and gardens.  Full 
walkout basement with newly 
completed suite including 
kitchenette.  MLS

ELMIRA CHARMER

$359,900. 
Fantastic private lot (60 x 132 x91x169 
feet).   Lots of original woodwork, 
including pocket doors, pine flooring.  
Updates include cherry kitchen, and 
spacious luxury bath.  Finished 
walk-up attic offers 3 additional 
bedrooms.  Detached workshop/den 
insulated, heated ,hydro and phone. 
Interlock patio and hot tub.  MLS

COUNTRY ACREAGE 
– ELMIRA

$899,000.
Minutes East of town, bordered by 
mature trees and trail.  Beautifully 
maintained 4 Bedroom, 4 bath 
family home.  All levels finished 
offering both formal and informal 
entertaining.  Delightful sunsets 
from the back deck.  Hobby farm 
and/or hobby 45 x 44’ detached 3 
bay workshop + shelter area.  
NEW MLS

ELMIRA GRAND
CONTEMPORARY

$649,900.     
Located on a ½  acre mature lot with 
covered deck and pergola backing to 
open land. Walking distance to the 
golf course.  Uniquely appointed 
features  include striking foyer and 
open oak staircase, sunken 
entertaining rooms,  beautifully 
blended  textures;  of stone,  tongue 
and groove wood ceilings, gleaming 
hardwood and ceramic flooring, 
blocked glass accents.   Double deep 
double garage.  MLS

NEW LISTING

COMMERCIAL LEASE

21000+ sq ft.  Business.   
Industrial Park ideal location at 
the south end of Elmira. Newer 
clean tech building hi efficient 
throughout.  18' ceiling in 
warehouse w/divisable 
opportunity. 2 loading docks + 2 
drive ins. Spacious 2 storey 
offices + lower level. 2.06 Acres. 
Call for further details. New Mls.

NEW LISTING

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Learn More About Sunlight Heritage Homes and Our �ne 
communities by Visiting us Today!

Sunlight Homes

Have a question? Email us at: info@sunlighthomes.ca

Don't forget to check us out in 2014 when Sunlight 
Heritage Homes begins its second Phase!!

www.sunlighthomes.ca

519.787.0203
Alyssa Henry
Broker
Re/Max Real Estate
Centre Inc.

Drayton Heights 
OPEN HOUSE EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1-5PM

Come take a look you won't be disappointed!
The last home 
in  the Sunlight 
Heritage  Homes 
Phase 1!!
Beautiful 1400 
sq ft home, 
features 3 
beds, 3 baths, 
master with 
ensuite and 
walk in closet. 

15 Green St., Drayton  only $256,700

Open concept main floor, with custom kitchen and 
island. Buy today and celebrate the holidays in your 
brand new home! Quick Possession available!

Employee Pricing!
Ask Alyssa for details

“To all my loyal clients and friends, 
thanks for your support.  

You are appreciated.  
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.”

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

COMMERCIAL/ 
RESIDENTIAL! 

For Sale or Lease. Retail space in down 
town Elmira offers great exposure for 
displaying goods. Recent renovations 
and upgrades on main floor and 
finished basement. Residential 2 
bedroom apartment on second floor. 
MLS. $319,900 Call Bert to view. 

ELMIRA BACKSPLIT! 
Great family home on quiet street 
features large kitchen with loads of 
cabinets, family room with gas 
fireplace, living room with new 
hardwood, dining room w/walkout to 
deck, patio and in-ground pool. Three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, double 
garage and concrete double driveway. 
MLS.  369,900. Call Bert to view.

NEW LISTING!

R.W. THUR
REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira

BROKERAGE

JULIE 
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,  

MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068  

TRACEY 
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519.505.0627

519-669-2772
Office:

For your business and your friendship 
we are deeply grateful and wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas season!

$249,900 IMPRESSIVE cathedral ceiling & 
lots of windows in the addition. 
Oversized dining area w/hrdwd. floor.. 
Main flr. laundry, bathrm & master 
bdrm. Huge rec. rm. w/high ceiling. 
Gas heatstove. Newer doors, 
windows, furnace & deck. Short walk 
to downtown. Long Driveway. MLS 
REDUCED

SOUTH PARKWOOD - Spacious 
custom built home backing to farmland. 
4+ bdrms, 3 baths. Hardwood & 
ceramics thorughout. Lots of kitch. 
cupboards - open to dining area & fam. 
room. High ceilings & oversized 
windows. Gas fireplace. Finished basmt. 
with lots of living space & seperate entry. 
MLS

$679,900

LINWOOD - Expect to be impressed 
with this custom built home on 12 acres 
overlooking the countryside & pond. 
Loaded w/extras. Gourmet kitchen. 
Open concept makes it great for 
entertaining! Private master suite 
w/fireplace. Huge fin. walkout bsmt. 
w/seperate enterance. TRIPLE garage. 
Prof. landscaped. MLS

$899,000

www.thurrealestate.com
LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

NEW LISTING
$239,900

CAMBRIDGE - Great 4 bdrm. 
condo for your university bound 
student! 3.5 baths. Fin. rec. room. 
Walkout bsmt. Gas heat. Low fees. 
Appliances incl. MLS

WITH A REAL 
INVESTMNET 

YOU WILL 
SEE A REAL 

RETURN

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

FOR RENT.
WITH REAL INVESTMENT YOU WILL 
SEE A REAL RETURN. MAKE THIS 
SPACE YOUR NEW HOME. ADVERTISE 
WITH US TODAY.
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REMEMBER LOVED ONES HERE

FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY DEATH NOTICESDEATH NOTICES

HERGOTT, Marguerite | Peacefully on Monday, December 
17, 2012 at Chateau Gardens, Elmira, Marguerite (nee 
Boehm) of Heidelberg at the age of 89.

KIRKLAND, Lois M. |  At Twin Oaks Nursing Home, Maryhill, 
on Tuesday, December 18, 2012, after a lengthy illness. 
The former Lois Margaret Moore aged 95 years.

MILLER, Willard Murray | Passed away peacefully with 
his family by his side at Riverside Glen on Saturday, 
December 15, 2012, at the age of 89. Local relative is his 
son Michael of Breslau.

RASLOVETZKY, Anna | Peacefully at Chateau Gardens, 
Elmira on Wednesday, December 12, 2012, in her 88th 
year.

BEARINGER, Beverly Faye | Passed into the presence of her 
Lord and Saviour on Friday, December 14, 2012 as the 
result of a motor vehicle accident.

CLIVE, Joyce | Passed away peacefully, surrounded by the 
love of her family, on Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at Twin 
Oaks of Maryhill, at the age of 81.

CROSSLEY, Alice |  Peacefully passed away with her 
family by her side, on Thursday, December 13, 2012 at 
Chateau Gardens, Elmira after a lengthy battle with 
cancer.

FREY, Sidney W. | Passed away peacefully on December 
18, 2012 at St. Mary’s General Hospital, Kitchener, in his 
80th year of RR 1, Waterloo.

Happy 1st Birthday 
Chloe Scott - Dec. 20

Happy birthday to our darling Chloe-G!  
We love you so much. Love daddy, 
mommy (Andrew/Holly), and big brothers 
Isaac and Landon. 

Still Fabulous at 50! 
Happy Birthday Greg

Love your family 

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP USHERS IN THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

GO ONLINE 
WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

 TO SEE MORE!
Wellesley Township was bustling with holiday cheer as parades passed through Wellesley Village last Friday night (Dec. 14) and St. Clements  last Saturday, while St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Linwood hosted a traditional Mexican pre-Christmas celebration, including Mary arriving on horseback, on Dec. 16. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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LIVING HERE
HOLIDAY SPIRIT / THE SHOW MUST GO ON

Community effort saves 
school’s Christmas show

Santa’s visit is nearing 
quickly, and boy are we 
excited. We have been very 
busy this Christmas season 
and we are looking forward 
to spending quality time 
with friends and family – 
we’re sure that you are too.  

Although the Christ-
mas season can be very 
busy for some families, 
we are sure that there 
are a few days where you 
have no obligations or 
schedule to hold, and 
those are the days we 
treasure. Days like these 
are the perfect time to 
hang out at home and 
make that old-fashioned, 
home-cooked savory rec-
ipe you have been mean-
ing to try.

This week we invite you 
to try a French Canadian 
classic dish that is easy to 
make but has that fancy, 
special, you-spent-your-
whole-day-making-this 
feel. It’s also one of those 
wonderful dishes to in-
dulge in on those chilly 
December evenings. 

Tourtière 
is ideal for 
spending 
some 
holiday 
time in the 
kitchen
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ELENA MAYSTRUK

CHRISTMAS SHOW  | 31

Take a motivated teen, 
mix in some bitter Santa-
napping elves and you’ve 
got yourself a play!  

About four weeks ago 
Elmira District Secondary 
School student Brianna 
Bowman came home to 
find her brother Bret 
in distress: the annual 
Christmas concert at Lin-
wood Public School where 
he attends had been can-
celled. In his final year at 
the school, the Grade 8 
student was looking for-
ward to the holiday tradi-
tion. That was put in jeop-
ardy by the teachers’ job 
action, but his older sister 
found a way to help. 

“It started in our living 
room. I was joking around 
with my brother. I said, 
‘oh, we should totally 
write a play, produce it 
and show it off to the com-
munity,’ and I guess it took 
off,” Bowman explained. 

A former Linwood PS 
student as well, she was 
moved to help her siblings 
Bret and Kasja, 9, put on 
an event that has always 
been dear to her heart. 

“It really upset my 
brother Bret. He’s in 
Grade 8, it’s supposed to 
be his best year yet, and 
it really upset me because 
it was the highlight of my 
Grade 8 year,” she said of 
the Christmas show. 

Bowman got to work 
by gathering three other 
EDSS seniors to give her 
a hand: Rebeca Costi-
sor, Leah Baxter and 

With teachers off the job, students and volunteers put on a concert at Linwood PS

Michaelah Robinson. To-
gether they enlisted the 
help of a few local moms 
and recruited a cast of ap-
proximately 50 students 
in Grades 3 through 8. In 

the mean time Bowman 
put pen to paper for the 
story. 

“I originally wrote it 
in two days and it was 
13 pages long. Then my 

script deleted off my 
memory stick and I had 
to re-write it and it took 
me four days. It’s now 21 
pages long,” she said. 

The idea is quite simple: 

the elves employed at San-
ta’s workshop are feeling 
unappreciated and kidnap 
the jolly man (played by 

NEW  
LOCATION!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

As we celebrate the birth of Christ, 
we wish all our customers, suppliers 
and friends a joyous season and a 
happy New Year.

- LEROY & DONNA MARTIN

CHEF’S TABLE/  
RYAN TERRY, FLOW 
CATERING

RECIPE
NOTES

Brianna Bowman with some of the choir singers from the show, held on Wednesday for an audience of parents and community members.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit local community events that are offered free to the pub-
lic. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

Christmas Eve
Family Service

Christmas SundaysChristmas Sundays

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm & Sun. 9am & 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 

9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Christmas Eve Services
5:00 & 7:00 PM

Sunday, Dec. 23rd, 2012

“Christmas Time Again”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

“Tis The Season”
Luke 1:67-80

Sun. Dec. 23, 2012
11:00am

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship Service

DECEMBER 21

WCS YOUTH CENTRE IS playing lots of board games 
today. Junior Round Table starts at 7 p.m. For more 
information contact Catherine or Anna at (519) 669-
3539.

HAM & SCALLOPED POTATO Dinner with baked 
beans. Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira 
at 6 p.m.; $7.

DECEMBER 22

VISITING WITH THE SCHNEIDERS. Enjoy hot cider 
and cookies, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Sunday 1 0-5 p.m.); 
$2.25, $1.50 senior, $1.25 child, $5 family. Joseph 
Schneider Haus, 466 Queen St. S., Kitchener to Dec. 
24. For information call 519-742-7752

DECEMBER 27

WCS YOUTH CENTRE IS open, from 3-10 p.m. Come 
in and hang out with us, we are having Christmas 
show and tell. Feel like you need some exercise 
after the holidays? Great, as we are going to the 
pool for lane swim/aquafit (costs $2.50). For more 
information contact Catherine or Anna at (519) 669-
3539.

DECEMBER 28

WCS YOUTH CENTRE IS going rock climbing at Grand 
River Rocks. Make sure to have your permission 
forms and money, $12, ready for our 7 p.m. 
departure. For more information contact Catherine 
or Anna at (519) 669-3539.

DECEMBER 31

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRATION with Rescue 
Junction, Kingsway Quartet, dessert extravaganza. 
8 p.m. Free will offering. Milverton Mennonite 
Fellowship, Milverton. 519-595-8762.

JANUARY 9

FOSTER CARE WATERLOO REGION is hosting a Foster 
Parent Information Night at 7 p.m. at The Family 
Centre. This is a terrific opportunity to learn about 
becoming a foster parent. For more information call 
519-576-0540 or view www.fosteringkids.ca. 

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30) Calvary United Church 48 Hawkesville Rd. 
St. Jacobs. Cost: $11.00.Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noon day meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 
for more information.

JANUARY 10

NEW HORIZONS IS A group for zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Rosemary, Chaplain for Grand Valley 
Women’s Institution will discuss women in Federal 
Prison and Bill C10. Get informed, socialize and have 
fun!  Admission is $2 per person. Meetings are 10-
11:30 a.m. At Maryhill Fire Dept. 17 Charles St. E., 
Maryhill.  For further information contact Joan Haid 
at 519-648-2742 or by email at jehaid@explornet.
ca.   

JANUARY 16

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30am) at Wellesley Community Centre 
1000 Mapleleaf St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us 
for a noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or Toll 
free: 1-855-664-1900 for more information.

JANAURY 19

BOARD GAMES IN BRESLAU! 1-9 p.m. Stay the 
whole day or drop in for a game or two! Enjoy or 
interested in board games? Come out and meet 
others in your community who share a similar 
interest. Wide variety of games including “euro” 
games, war games, strategy games etc. Breslau 
Community Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. $2. 

JANUARY 21

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 am) at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder 
Ave. S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6. Join 
us for a noon day light lunch and fellowship. Call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more 
information.

JANUARY 23

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30) at Linwood Community Centre 5279 Ament 
Line, Linwood. Cost: $11. Community Care concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noon day meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900, 
or toll free 1-855-664-1900, for more information.

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Service Sunday
at 10:30am and

Monday at 6:30pm
at Park Manor School

 

THAT CAN’T BE ANSWERED BY  GOOGLE. 
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE. 

THERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

You may not have eight arms, but making like an octopus can make sense

Q.  From a Cleveland 
reader:  “All else being 
equal, is it easier to push 
or pull a heavy object on 
the ground?”
A.  Generally, pulling 
beats pushing. Consider 
a heavy wooden box a 
couple of feet tall sitting 
on concrete. If we lean over 
to push it, we tend to exert 
force not only horizontally 
but also downward into the 
ground, thus increasing the 
friction between the wood 
and concrete and making 
the box harder to move.   

   On the other hand, if we 
pull the box, we tend to 
pull up as well as horizon-
tally, reducing the friction 
and making it easier to 
move. 
   But this ignores many 
real-world complexities.  
For example, it is often 
hard to grasp something 
for pulling, and tying a 
rope to it can be impracti-
cal. Also critical are the 
smoothness and friction 
of the ground and box and 
how much it sinks in. Of 
course, if the object is tall 
enough, a shoulder push 
can work wonders.  
   So heave-ho, then head 
on out to watch your kid do 
a little pushing and pulling 
at football practice.

Q.  The well-armed octo-
pus is well constructed 
in other ways. What 
ways?

A.  In an unpredictable 
risk-filled environment, 
camouflaging is the octo-
pus’s way, not arm by arm 
by arm (“Arm one, turn 
purple!  Arm two, turn 
green!”) but holistically, 
countless individual cells 
blending in with the world 
around it, says University 
of Arizona researcher Rafe 
Sagarin in “Wired” maga-
zine.   
   Other adaptive tricks 
include “lightning-like 
getaways in a cloud of 
ink, or squeezing its huge 
body through the neck of 
a discarded beer bottle for 

shelter, or using its power-
ful arms to create a suit of 
armor out of two coconut 
halves.”  
     Already manifestly 
armed, the octopus can 
form symbiotic relation-
ships with other species, 
such as providing shelter 
for toxic bacteria that af-
ford the eight-leggers yet 
another weapon -- a deadly 
bite. Such symbiosis is an 
arrangement well known 
to humans:  As nature has 
taught us, “well-adapted 
organisms do not try to 
eliminate risk -- they learn 
to live with it.”  
     Or as Sagarin sums it up, 
“When confronted with 
catastrophe, emulate the 
octopus.”

Q.  Thinking of “the 
game of g’s,” what cir-
cumstances can create 
truly extraordinary ac-
celerations or decelera-
tions?

A.  At Holloman Air Force 
Base, New Mexico, in 1958, 
Eli L. Beeding, Jr. took a 
rocket sled with nine rock-
ets behind it to a speed of 
about 72.5 miles per hour 
(mph), or 117 kilometers per 
hour, recounts Jearl Walker 
in “The Flying Circus of 
Physics.”  While the speed 
was rather unremarkable, 
its time of acceleration was 
anything but: 72.5 mph in 
0.04 second, less than the 
blink of an eye.   
   “Beeding’s acceleration 
of 83 g’s remains the record 

in a controlled situation.”      
Then in Northampton-
shire, England, in 1977, 
David Purley’s race car 
crashed, dropping his 
speed from 108 mph to zero 
over a distance of only 26 
inches (or a speed of 174 
kilometers per hour and a 
distance of 2/3-metre).  
   “His deceleration was a 
seemingly lethal 180 g’s 
but, although he had 29 
fractures, three disloca-
tions, and underwent six 
heart stoppages, Purley 
survived.”

SOLUTION: on page 23
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HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid 
so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

ACROSS
1. Clairvoyance, e.g.
4. “___ Girl” (TV show)
10. Temporary lodgings
14. Amount of work
16. An efficient person
17. “Aquarius” musical
18. Watch and direct
20. Coastal raptor
21. Remove from memory
22. The fruit of a rose plant
24. Bunk
25. Of local importance
28. Bean counter, for short
30. 18-wheeler
31. Test, as ore
32. blonde male
37. Load
38. Black, as la nuit
39. Aim
43. Vouches for the cor-
rectness
45. A style of dancing
47. “Little piggies”
48. Aces, sometimes
50. Cry plaintively

51. Lower layer of the crust
53. Plastered house or hut
57. Brews
58. Sun, e.g.
59. No argument can
BE made
62. Aged
64. German hero
65. Discrimination, of age
69. Early pulpit
70. The position of disciple
74. Christian name
75. Stalemate
76. Unit of money in 
Bangladesh
77. ___ souci
78. “Goodness!”
79. Beauty

DOWN
1. “... or ___!”
2. Bar order
3. Perry Como’s “___Loves 
Mambo”
4. Jets or Sharks, e.g.
5. Columbus Day mo.

6. “___ Cried” (1962 hit)
7. Anger, e.g.
8. Lemur of Madagascar
9. Mexican bread
10. Make high-pitched 
sounds
11. Port city of Denmark
12. Smallest possible 
quantity
13. Neatly dressed
15. French philosopher and 
mathematician
16. In perfect condition
19. “Flying Down to___”
23. Open carriage
25. The “p” in m.p.g.
26. “Absolutely!”
27. Free from
28. “The Faerie Queene” 
division
29. Ski trail
30. Mum
32. Decree
33. Consumes
34. Low female singing voice
35. “_ Baggins” The Hobbit

36. Certain exams
39. Follower of Wesleyanism
40. “Come in!”
41. Biting
42. Central point
44. Doctor’s order
46. Blueprint
49. Unload, as stock
51. Aquatic plant
52. Maiden name
53. Holy wars
54. Lack of vigor
55. A copy made
56. Protective covering
60. Disconnected
61. Cartoon art
62. Eye
63. “Malcolm X” director
65. ___ line (major axis of 
an elliptical orbit)
66. Catch, as flies
67. Young person
68. Junk E-mail
71. Marienbad, for one
72. “Wheels”
73. “_ _ _ Canada”

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLERSUDOKU

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER TRAVELS
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Missouri, United States

Dan Gingrich takes a break to look 
at the Woolwich Observer while 
volunteering with Mennonite Disaster 
Service (MDS) in Joplin, Missouri.

LOCATION

CAPTION
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CHRISTMAS SHOW: Maintaining a tradition
FROM | 28

Drama Club. 
“We had to wait until 

everyone was off school 
property around 4 p.m. 
We came back at 4 and 
got started,” Bowman ex-
plained. 

With her own extracur-
ricular activities can-
celled, Bowman found the 
task to be an educational 
experience despite the 
challenges of balancing 
the play with school work. 

“This is helping me 
kind of focus. It’s helping 
me with my English a bit, 
writing the scripts. I spoke 
to my English teacher 
about it and talked to my 
drama teacher and they’ve 
helped a bit. Sometimes 

it’s hard because I want 
to get my homework done 
but I also have to come to 
this.” 

The group rehearsed 
twice a week for an hour 
and for two hours during 
the week leading up to 
the production, accessing 
the school gym and music 
room as well as the equip-
ment and props. Bowman 
and her fellow organizers 
enjoyed solid community 
support from beginning 
to end with a team of par-
ents and former students 
pitching in to help with 
lighting and sound. 

Working together, they 
saved a Christmas tradi-
tion.

Grade 8 student Connor 
Gerber) as a way to get 
even. 

“But with the help of 
some detectives and some 
search-and-rescue they 
figure out where Santa is 
and save him just in time 
for Christmas,” Bowman 
said. 

Gerber donned a red 
suit for the role complete 
with Santa’s signature 
belly. Main characters also 
included Mrs. Claus and 
a hodgepodge of morally 
ambiguous elves. 

In between the comical 
scenes, a group of carolers 
in Santa hats stepped into 
the spotlight to perform 
holiday classics accompa-
nied by piano music. 

It was shown to parents 
and other community 
members on Wednesday 
night, where the audience 
was treated to dinner and 
a show. Instead of rows 
for the visitors the idea 
was to create a holiday 
atmosphere by seating 
people at tables laden 
with goodies provided by 
volunteers. 

The show went off with-
out a hitch, but getting 
there was something of 
a challenge for the teens 
and other volunteers. 

After coming up with 
the idea nearly a month 
ago, Bowman consulted 
her mother Cathy who 
helped her speak to the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board about rent-
ing the school after hours 
for rehearsal. Since teach-
ers were not involved in 
the event, the endeavor 
had to be deemed as a 
separate community proj-
ect dubbed The Linwood 

This stuff goes great 
with homemade spiced 
ketchup along with your 
favorite veggies or salad.  
You can also make a re-
ally fun breakfast dish 
out of this by plunking 
some wilted spinach and 
two poached eggs on top 
of a slice of this tourtiere, 
which is a must-try.  Oh, 
and add some Sirachi 
sauce to that too if you 
have any on hand.  

Whatever you choose to 
do with your time off, we 
truly hope you and yours 
share a wonderful holi-
day season. 

Tourtière
1 cup cooked diced potatoes
1 pound lean ground pork

CHEF’S TABLE: Enjoy a French Canadian classic

FROM | 28

® “BMO (M-bar Roundel symbol)” and “Making Money Make Sense” are registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal, 
used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used  
under licence. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Nesbitt Burns Ltée are indirect subsidiaries of Bank of Montreal.  
If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information. 

Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Right for me
or right  
for anyone?

Joyce Reimer BA, FMA, CPCA, PFP

Vice President, Senior Wealth Advisor
53 Arthur St. West, Elmira ON

Tel: 519-669-4622
joyce.reimer@nbpcd.com

Work with an Advisor who’ll take the time to know you.

As a dedicated professional I strive to provide a high  
level of service and expertise for all my clients. I can  
offer in-depth market understanding to help build  
stronger portfolios and an investment strategy that’s  
right for your life.

Contact me to discuss.

1/4 pound lean ground beef
1.5 cups diced onion
5 clove diced garlic
3 cups water
1-1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon chopped fresh 
thyme
1/4 teaspoon ground sage
1/2 teaspoon ground black 
pepper
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves
1 pastry crust for a 10- to 12-
inch double crust pie

Boil 1 cup of potatoes;
Preheat oven to 400 de-

grees F (204 degrees C);
In a saucepan, combine 

pork, beef, onion, garlic, 
water, salt, thyme, sage, 
black pepper and cloves. 
Cook over medium heat 
until mixture boils, stir-
ring occasionally ... and 
make sure you taste it at 

this point;
Reduce heat to low and 

simmer for about 2 hours; 
fold in potatoes add wa-
ter if need be (you will);

Spoon the meat mix-
ture into the pie crust. 
Place top crust on top of 
pie and pinch edges to 
seal. Cut slits in top crust 
so steam can escape. Cov-
er edges of pie with strips 
of aluminum foil and egg 
wash;

Bake in preheated oven 
for 20 minutes, remove 
foil and return to oven. 
Bake for an additional 
5 to 15 minutes until 
golden brown if you need 
to. Let cool 10 minutes 
before slicing.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Chef Ryan Terry owns FLOW 
Cafe & Catering in Elmira. More 
information can be found at his 
website, www.flowcatering.ca.

Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 9-6 | Friday 9-8 | Saturday 9-5

NOTICE: Closing New Year’s Eve @ 4pm. 
We will be closed for inventory Jan. 1-Jan. 3. 

Open to regular hours Fri. Jan. 4th 2013

15%
OFF

Almost Everything
In Store

Excluding: Butter, Cheese, Maple Products,
Eggs, Milk, Pickling Corn & 

Summer Sausage Gift Baskets

www.kitchenkuttings.com

THIS 
WEEK
ONLY

Thurs. Dec. 27 - Mon. Dec. 31

While Quantities Last.

2 Arthur Street South, Elmira  |  519.669.8225

5%
OFF

ALL CHEESE &
CHEESE BASKETS!

Mariah Dickerson played Mrs. Claus, while Connor Gerber was the kidnapped Santa. Brianna Bowman sits between two mischievous elves, 
Elena McKee and Megan Kurtz.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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UNBELIEVABLE PRICING,UNBELIEVABLE VALUE!

6 Arthur St. N., Elmira
Hours: Mon-Wed 10-6; Thurs. 10-7; Fri 10-8; Sat 10-6; Sun 11-5

$277
Starting at:

BOXING WEEK
STARTS NOW!

* Save the equivalent of tax amount.

Hair
Dye

$599
Ass t̀ Colours

Daytona 500
Cologne

$499
Fill his

stocking

ASHLEY FURNITURE BLOWOUT
AND

NO TAX
EVENT!*

NO TAX 
ON ALL

MATTRESS
SETS*

$199Starting at:

5.5 HP 21” | 179cc

Snowblower
• Gas
   powered
• Electric start

Compare  at $599

$333

ASSORTED

Small
Appliances

50%OFF

GUELPH
226.706.2498

ELMIRA
519.669.8799

KITCHENER
519.579.2453

w w w . b r a u n s . c o m*Bikes up to 50% Off excludes 2013 Models

• MANY IN STORE SPECIALS
• LIMITED QUANTITIES
• SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION

VISIT BRAUN’S ELMIRA
FOR HOCKEY DEALS!

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

JOE 
DONNA
STEVE 
PAT
LEANNE
ELENA
WILL

HOLIDAY CLOSURES:
FRI. DEC. 21ST - FRI. DEC. 28TH

OPEN: DEC. 31ST CLOSED: JAN. 1ST

OPEN: JAN. 2ND, 2013

THE OBSERVER WILL NOT BE PUBLISHING A DECEMBER 29TH ISSUE.

As we wind down from the hustle and 
bustle of another year we take pleasure in 

reconnecting with friends, focusing on 
family and experiencing all the joys of the 

holiday season. We look forward to a 
busy and productive schedule in 2013.
For now, however, it’s time to enjoy the 

Christmas festivities and bask in the 
possibilities of the New Year.

from all 
of us:


