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CHRISTMAS
in Concert

FREE CONCERTS THIS WEEKEND!
Saturday, December 8 - 4:00 & 7:00pm

Sunday, December 9 - 2:00 & 5:00pm
www.ChristmasInConcert.com

WATCH OUT FOR THE MADE-IN-CHINA LABEL COMMENT
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KINGS SPLIT ON
CONFERENCE'S 
BEST AND WORST 

ELENA MAYSTRUK

The streets may be bare right now, but 
we might actually see the snow this winter, 
according to Environment Canada’s Dave 
Phillips. 

The lack of winter weather in 2011 isn’t 
likely to repeat itself, so residents can start 
digging the snow shovels out of the garage 
for more traditional weather this season, 
which promises warmer temperatures but 
also the possibility of more of the white 
stuff. 

Phillips said the townships just might 
get it this year, with temperatures cooling 
off in the next few weeks and the forecast 
showing colder temperatures than seen 
last year. 

For those wishing for a white Christmas, 
Phillips said it’s always a tough call. Con-
sidering there have been fewer and fewer 
in past years it is always difficult to tell 
what the holiday season will bring. 

“We think that the winter will be milder 
than normal. Three possibilities: mild or 
cold or something in between, although 
it’s quite all over the place,” Phillips said, 
adding that there is still a good chance De-
cember will bring snow. 

“It’s hard to say. My sense is that we 
probably will. You’re still probably at about 
a 60 per cent chance of a white Christmas,” 
he predicted for Waterloo Region.

This is different he says from urban 
hubs like Toronto that will only see about 
a 35 per cent chance of snow this season. 

Roads are looking more treacherous by 
the day as Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships have already experienced a number 
of weather-related car accidents and event 
cancellations.

Drivers are always urged to get cars 
ready for the winter with snow tires and 

Looks like winter this year
ELENA MAYSTRUK

WINTER | 6

Ontario teachers' job action is 
by no means stopping, with elementary 
school teachers now jumping on the 
bandwagon. 

Secondary school teachers moved 
to start a selective strike after negotia-
tions broke off in early November. Now 
elementary schools may soon join in on 
the legal job action though nothing will 
be stirred up in elementary schools until 
later this month.  

The Elementary Teachers Federation of 
Ontario (ETFO) is not yet seeing any job 
action from Waterloo Region’s elementa-
ry schools, with teachers resuming their 
regular activities and unable to pursue 
any legal job action until December 17, 
according to Greg Weiler, president of the 
union local.

“Nothing has changed at this point, 
teachers are still making individual deci-
sions on things that they can control like 
voluntary activities. We had conciliation 
on November 23 and that kind of starts 
the clock ticking as to when something 
can happen,” he said.

A meeting with the region’s school 
board will take place on December 10 to 
go over what teachers’ activities may look 
like when the time for a strike is at hand. 

Region’s 
elementary 
teachers 
planning on 
strike action

STRIKE | 6

The early-morning snow was already melting but some remained on the trees and bushes as Devin Gerth and Jadah and Jazmin Snethlage 
walked home from the Santa Claus Parade last Saturday.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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While quantities last. Not exactly as shown.

THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

519.669.3072
www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

1 Union St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira

SUNDAY HOURS: Nov, 18-Dec 23, 12-4pm

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.
9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30

Select
Christmas
Items!Reg. Price

MERRY CHRISTMAS
And A Safe Holiday Season

FROM EVERYONE AT ...

Christmas
Decorating Safety Tips
Avoid overloading wall outlets.

Unplug lights when leaving 
your home or when going to bed.

Use only cool burning, 
energy-efficient bulbs.

Use only lights that are CSA approved. 
Check  them prior to use and repair 
or replace any damaged plugs, 
sockets, wiring or bulbs.

HELP PREVENT NEEDLESS INJURY

On selected models only**
Offer ends December 31, 2012*

31
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HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

www.fergusfireplace.com

DROP IN AND CHECK OUT
OUR PELLET SELECTION

It’s been almost two 
years since Wayne Leis first 
left his home in Hawkes-
ville for an orphanage in 
the Dominican Republic. 
With a trusty wrench in his 
back pocket and a slew of 
tools waiting for him in a 
shipping container at cus-
toms, Leis was on his way 
to connect with the youth 
of the developing country 
by teaching them the tools 
of his trade as a mechanic. 

“That was amazing. The 
kids that want to come out 
and see what you are do-
ing they just come. It’s not 
sort of an organized thing,” 
he said of his time in the 
orphanage run by Nuestros 
Pequeños Hermanos (NPH) 
International. 

The organization –  an 
international effort headed 
by members of a Christian 
mission focused on provid-
ing a permanent home for 
orphaned children – first 
piqued Leis’ interest after 
he helped his son, an edu-
cation director at St. James 
Lutheran Church, with a 
charitable project NPH. 

Learning more about 

Closed since mid-
September, the West 
Montrose covered bridge 
should be open to horse-
drawn buggies by the end 
of the week.

The development would 
be good news to the resi-

Region, West Montrose residents at odds over care of bridge
STEVE KANNON dents’ association, which 

has been pushing the Re-
gion of Waterloo to make 
more progress. While the 
bridge remains closed to 
motorized vehicles, the 
resumption of buggy traf-
fic addresses one of the 
BridgeKeepers’ biggest 
concerns.

It’s not just a matter of 
convenience, it’s a safety 
concern, said West Mon-
trose resident Tony Dowl-
ing of forcing Old Order 
Mennonites to use Line 86 
for more than two months 
rather than crossing the 
covered bridge.

“While we appreciate 

that the region wants to 
be cautious in protecting 
the covered bridge from 
overloading, bear in mind 
that the bridge has had 
horse and buggy traffic for 
131 years, and I believe we 
are all confident that it was 
not horse and buggy traf-
fic that caused the recent 

damage,” he said in a re-
cent letter to Lucille Bisch, 
the region’s director of 
community services.

In an interview Monday, 
Bisch said engineers con-
tinue to work on a plan to 
avoid the kind of structural 
damage that closed the 
bridge September 20. While 

repairs have been com-
pleted, barriers were put 
in place to keep vehicles 
off. This week, however, 
those barriers were to be 
reworked to allow buggy 
traffic.

“The important thing is 

BRIDGE | 7

A St. Clements busi-
ness’ expansion plans are 
on hold while Wellesley 
Township and Waterloo 
Region planners determine 
how those changes fit into 
zoning regulations.

K& K Liquidation and 
Auction Ltd. want to ex-
pand onto a new property 
in order to solidify the op-
eration’s place in the com-
munity, owner Kevin Statia 
told township councillors 
meeting Monday night.

 Started six years ago at 
1011 Industrial Cres., the 
business doubled in two 
years and is now looking 
to expand further onto a 
neighbouring property at 
1420 Hutchinson Rd.

“We're looking at the par-
cel of land because of the 
location in the community 
has been really good to 
support us and we want to 
stay here. We’re just look-
ing for a little more space, 
a little more parking to ex-
pand,” said Statia.

But staff informed coun-
cillors that the Region of 
Waterloo has asked them 
to hold off a decision on 

Company’s 
expansion bid 
caught in 
planning limbo
Wellesley seems supportive, but 
council waiting for regional input 
before making a decision on zoning 
application from K&K Liquidation

ELENA MAYSTRUK amendments that would 
allow the project to go 
ahead. 

The application for the 
property on Hutchinson 
Road requires a zoning 
bylaw amendment to al-
low the development of a 
retail, wholesale and auc-
tion business for consumer 
goods, explained junior 
planner Sarah Peck. The 
area in question is zoned 
‘dry industrial,’ which does 
not permit retail use on the 
property.

One of the factors staff 
considered regarding 
the amendment of the 
property was lot cover-
age in an industrial area 
compared to the parking 
requirements of a retail 
property. 

According to the town-
ship’s Official Plan, Peck 
went on to explain, com-
mercial uses permitted 
in dry industrial  areas do 
not include retail outlets 
that provide for day-to-
day retail shopping needs 
of residents, as those are 
normally found in urban 
core. Such dry industrial 

EXPANSION | 6

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Making a difference
Hawkesville 
man preparing 
for another 
trip in support 
of Dominican 
orphanage where 
his talents keep 
things humming

the orphanage’s work, Leis 
started to focus on how he 
could contribute his skills 
to the education of kids in 
need of teachers and role 
models. 

“That’s the thing: a lot 
of the kids; you ask them 
what do you want to do, 
and they say ‘I want to 
grow up to be a rock star …’ 
and you know that that’s 
not a realistic situation. 

They need to learn to do 
something. Some of the 
kids say they want to be a 
doctor or a dentist or these 
kinds of things but you’ve 
got to catch their interest. 
What you do is you start 
working on stuff and the 
kids are just wide-eyed.”

Unlike here, most of 
the young people there 
have no interaction with 
technology: it’s all new to 

them. With skilled work-
ers in short supply, and 
equipment and parts even 
scarcer still, he has his 
hands full every time he’s 
down there.

“My to-do list is a never-
ending list,” he laughed.

From small engines to 
trucks and RVs, from elec-
trical work to structural 

Hawkesville’s Wayne Leis hopes his teaching work with orphaned children in the Dominican Republic will bring awareness to a good 
cause.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

MISSION | 4



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012

Many other models to choose from • Free lessons on any machine purchased • Sewing Baskets • Scissors

CHRISTMAS SALE

• 30 Stitch Computerized Machine
• Start/Stop Button & Speed Control 
• Needle Up/Down Button 
• Bonus Quilting Kit 
• Extension Table
• Carrying Case

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Tuesday..............9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday to Friday...........9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday................................9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Sunday................................11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

W

E SERVICE WHAT WE SE

LL

TEL. 519-884-6981

$499.95

SUV1108 PRL18 2030 QDC

• Superior Utility Value
• 8 utility stitches
• 4 step built-in buttonhole
• Metal frame construction
• Bonus 1/4" foot & walking foot

$229.95

• Jam-proof drop in bobbin
• 1 step automatic buttonholer
• Buit-in needle threader
• Hard  cover 
• Bonus walking foot

$349.95

FREDERICK ST. MALL,  KITCHENER
SERVING THE K-W AREA FOR 35 YEARS

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 10th - 15th

Store Made

Store Made, Ensure your
Christmas Dinner. 

Order your Turkey, Goose, 
Ham or Roast today!

Smoked Back 
Bacon

Regular, Jalapeno or Herb 
Liverwurst

Store Made, Deli Sliced Store Made,

Maple Smoked 
Picnic Hams

Summer
Sausage

Polish 
Sausage

Store Made, Coil Style

$4.49
Ib./$9.90kg.SL

IC
ED $3.99

Ib./$8.80kg.PI
EC

E

$1.79$5.99

$2.99 

$2.99

Ib.
/$3.95kg.

Ib.
/$13.21kg.

Ib.
/$6.59kg.

Ib.
/$6.59kg.

What’s $350,000 of 
debt when you can put 
a smile on people’s faces 
when they look up at the 
sky? That seems to be the 
mentality of the Waterloo 
Air Show, the future of 
which was in question un-
til recently. 

At least for now, the 
show will go on, as Richard 
Cooper and fellow organiz-
er and private pilot David 
White are set on produc-
ing the 2013 show June 1-2 
at the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport in 
Breslau. 

The organizers, who 
have been running the 
show for a number of years 
and see it as a summer 
staple in the community, 
decided to shoulder the 
financial risk after two un-
successful years left their 
coffers bare. Cooper, White 
and their crew of volun-
teers maintain that the 
bad years were due to the 
2011 Goderich tornado, and 
less than perfect weather 
conditions in 2012, both of 
which are believed to have 
affected the turnout at the 
show. 

“All we need is a good 
weather year to welcome 
people to the airport and 
allow us to showcase every-
thing we’ve built towards 
over the year,” said White 
in a release. 

Earlier this fall Cooper 

issues, he’s had to tackle all 
kinds of problems.

“I’ve worked on pretty 
much everything there is. I 
don’t have to go looking for 
the work – it finds me.”

Though Leis was plan-
ning to spend his time 
teaching, an unexpected 
project on his last visit 
would bring him and the 
orphans of Nuestros Peque-
ños Hermanos a pleasant 
surprise. 

One thing he didn’t plan 
on was to start revamping 
a bicycle program that had 
been stagnant due to a lack 
of hands and eyes to repair 
the bikes and supervise the 
kids. He took on that role 
and immediately became 
a big hit with the kids who 
were able to ride around on 
the paved trails within the 
orphanage’s campus. 

“There are about 220 
kids there and unless there 
is somebody to look after 
them the bicycles are all 
locked away. Stuff like that 
needs to be looked after 
and controlled and re-
paired,” he explained. 

“With the bicycles the 
best days I had was when 
I had the wrenches in the 
boys’ hands; when they 
would be helping me get 
the bikes repaired and fix 
the flat tires and put the 
chains back on.”

Now 62 years old, Leis 
has found a renewed sense 
of purpose in helping at the 
orphanage, but the journey 
was not without it’s hard 
moments for him as well as 
the children.  

“A few times there were 
some bicycle accidents; 
when they took a kid to 

the hospital because he 
got a handlebar in the kid-
ney. Sometimes they have 
tough days and you’ve got 
to help them out the best 
you can,” he said. 

The orphanage houses 
children aged from infancy 
to 18 years of age. The or-
ganization does not give 
the children up for adop-
tion and instead provides a 
permanent home until the 
children come of age. This 
means that the orphanage's 
children form family bonds 
within the institution, Leis 
explained. A vocational 
school is being planned 

for the orphanage and Leis 
hopes to someday to con-
tinue his teaching there as 
well. 

“I will probably be teach-
ing small engine repair and 
welding and fabrication 
down there – that’s sort of 
the long-term plan.”

In the meantime, he 
works at keeping the much-
used equipment – the long 
list of which now includes 
bicycles – in running order, 
relying on the equipment 
and parts that donations 
and a limited budget can 
provide.

Leis has been back twice 

since his initial three-
month visit and his future 
seems to be tied to the 
children whose lives he has 
affected. 

“When you’re there you 
have really hard days and 
you have really amazing 
days. The days watching the 
kids play on the bicycles or 
playing on the roller blades 
it just amazing,” he said.

“The main emphasis is 
looking after the kids, to 
give them some hope.”

Leis leaves again for the 
Dominican Republic in 
mid-January, planning for 
another 10-week stay.

MISSION: Doing things that wouldn't get done otherwise
FROM | 3

Leis visits the orphanage run by Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos (NPH) to teach mechanics and repairs to the children. He also runs the 
orphanage’s bicycle program.  [SUBMITTED]

Air show a go, date 
set for June 1-2
Organizers prepared to keep things 
flying after two money-losing years

ELENA MAYSTRUK and White approached Wa-
terloo Region council in an 
attempt to get a pardon for 
$91,000 in fees owed, cit-
ing the show’s local signifi-
cance. Though councillors 
seemed understanding of 
the situation, they eventu-
ally voted against forgiving 
the debt. 

The organizers shook off 
their disappointment and 
are determined to make 
things happen again this 
year, maintaining that 
good weather and a little 
bit of advertising will bring 
eyes back to the skies. 

The air show provides 
a chance for locals to see 
pilots and the military in 
action and offers two days 
of entertainment for flight 
enthusiasts. The show is 
also a staple in the Region 
of Waterloo Airport’s mar-
keting plan as it often edu-
cates visitors on the loca-
tion and shines a spotlight 
on airport services offered 
in the region.  They are 
both private pilots, Cooper 
an air show performer him-
self, and both have exten-
sive air show experience, 
and a great respect for fly-
ing, Canada’s military and 
veterans. Air shows offer 
a great avenue to enter-
tain aviation enthusiasts, 
while showcasing the skills 
and professionalism of 
Canada’s military, offering 
a venue for local perform-

AIR SHOW | 6
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POLICE BLOTTER

MSCU among 
top employers

Mennonite Savings and Credit Union 
(MSCU) was named one of the Top 50 
Best Small and Medium Employers in 
Canada for the fourth consecutive year, 
coming in at number 21. The full list 
is published on www.profitguide.com 
and will be featured in the March 2013 
issue of Profit Magazine. 

Becoming a Top 50 Best Small and 
Medium Employer is an involved 
process requiring an ongoing 
commitment. The study is open to 

organizations that have operated in 
Canada for at least three years and 
have between 50 and 399 Canadian-
based permanent employees. 
The survey measures employee 
engagement, which is the key driver 
for lower turnover, less absenteeism, 
greater employee productivity and 
higher customer satisfaction.

Paisley acclaimed 
WRDSB vice-chair

Harold Paisley, the trustee for 
Wellesley/Woolwich, was acclaimed 
this week as vice-chair Waterloo 

Region District School Board. He’s 
rejoined by chair Ted Martin for 
another one-year term.

Stuff a cruiser 
in St. Jacobs

The Waterloo Regional Police’s ‘Stuff 
a Cruiser’ campaign will be collecting 
donations of new, unwrapped, toys 
outside of the Walmart store in St. 
Jacobs on Saturday, from noon until 
8 p.m. Auxiliary police will be on site 
inviting shoppers to donate a toy and 
place it in a police car. Donations sup-
port the Knights of Columbus’ New Toys 

N O V E M B E R  2 8

5:46 PM | A 40-year-old 
Guelph man driving a 2010 
Chrysler van was travelling 
on Victoria Street North near 
Ebycrest Road when a deer ran 
out into the path of his vehicle. 
The resultant collision caused 
significant damage to the van, 
but the deer ran off.

’Tis the season for ... 
the festive R.I.D.E. (Reduce 
Impaired Driving Every-
where) program, with a 
stepped-up police pres-
ence.

During the 2011 festive 
R.I.D.E. program, officers 
checked 10,979 vehicles; 
conducted 53 roadside 
tests; laid four impaired 
charges; and issued 12 
three-day suspensions. Po-
lice also laid two additional 
criminal code charges and 
86 charges under the High-
way Traffic Act.

Under laws currently in 
effect:

Drivers whose licence is 
currently suspended under 
the Highway Traffic Act 
will be subject to a seven 

Holidays bring increased 
monitoring of drinking-and-
driving offences through RIDE

day vehicle impoundment 
and further charges;  

Drivers charged with 
having over 0.08 blood 
alcohol content or who 
refuse a test will face 
criminal charges, a 90-day 
suspension and be subject 
to a seven-day vehicle im-
poundment;  

Drivers who were previ-
ously convicted of a criminal 
code driving offence will 
have their vehicle impound-
ed for a minimum of 45 days; 

Fully-licenced drivers 
under 22 years of age, as 
well as novice drivers of 
all ages in the Graduated 
Licensing System, must be 
alcohol-free or risk receiv-
ing an immediate 24-hour 
roadside suspension; 

N O V E M B E R  3 0

9:44 AM | A 14-year-old 
boy suffered a serious injury to his 
hand when his thumb was sliced in 
a wood splitter at a farm on Ament 
Line in Wellesley Township. The 
boy was transported to Grand River 
Hospital.

2:15 PM | An 18-year-old 
Guelph woman driving a 1997 
Dodge Neon and travelling on 

Bridge Street lost control of her 
vehicle on the icy road, spun out 
and struck a post. Her vehicle 
suffered moderate damage. Crews 
had to repair the guard wires. There 
were no charges.

3:00 PM | Some stairs leading 
up to a portable at Elmira District 
Secondary School were damaged 
when a 17-year-old Elmira woman 
backed up into them in a white SUV. 
Damage was minor. No charges 
were laid.

3:20 PM | A 46-year-old 
Kitchener suffered front-end 
damage to his 2001 Pontiac Grand 
Am when he went off the road at 
the roundabout near St. Jacobs. 
He reported being cut off by a 
truck – a blue tractor and flatbed 
trailer – that kept going after the 
incident. No charges were laid.

3:44 PM | A 35-year-old 
Stayner woman driving a 2003 
GMC pickup on Floradale Road 
near Listowel Road lost control of 
her vehicle on an icy patch, spun, 
crossed the centerline and struck a 
hydro pole. Damage was reported 
as severe. No one was injured and 
there were no charges.

4:46 PM | After passing a 
horse-drawn buggy while travelling 
on Floradale Road, an 18-year-old 
Floradale woman lost control of 
her 2004 GMC Yukon when she 
attempted to re-enter the lane, 

slid on some ice and hit a hydro 
pole. Damage to her vehicle was 
reported as serious. The collision 
caused hydro wires to hang down, 
forcing the closure of the road 
while crews from Waterloo North 
Hydro repaired the damage.

5:14 PM | A 26-year-old 
Guelph man driving a 2004 Nissan 
Versa lost control of his vehicle on 
the icy road as he approached the 
roundabout at Fountain Street and 
Kossuth Road, south of Breslau. The 
vehicle suffered damage to a front 
wheel and tie rods after striking a 
curb. There were no charges.

5:50 PM | In the same area, 
a 27-year-old Cambridge man lost 
control of his 2006 Infiniti G35, slid 
off the road and struck a sign. The 
vehicle suffered a smashed door 
and window. No one was injured 
and there were no charges.

D E C E M B E R  1

2:00 PM | Police received a 
report of an attempted theft at 
KBK Manufacturing on Victoria 
Street north of Fountain Street in 
Breslau. Two suspects driving an 
older white cargo van were seen 
breaking the lock on a neigbour-
ing business’ flatbed trailer and 
hitching the trailer to their van. 
They subsequently attempted 
to take some aluminum skids 
but then stopped, unhitched the 
trailer and fled. It’s unknown if 
anything was taken. The investi-

gation continues.

5:18 PM | A 35-year-old 
Wellesley man was travelling 
westbound on Weimar Line in a 
2009 Nissan when a deer ran out 
into his path. The vehicle suffered 
moderate damage, but was not 
drivable. The deer ran off.

D E C E M B E R  2

12:19 PM | Two youths 
were seen setting a fire on a 
construction site at First and Arthur 
streets in Elmira. Police arrested 
two 12-year-old boys, who will 
be processed through the arson 
diversion program.

1:45 PM | Police were called 
to a 4th Line address outside of 
Floradale where the driver of a 
1997 GMC pickup truck had backed 
into a 1996 Toyota while pulling out 
of a private driveway. No charges 
were laid.

D E C E M B E R  3

1:30 AM | A deer ran out 
of a ditch on Ebycrest Road near 
Bridge Street and struck the side 
of a brand new Waterloo Regional 
Police cruiser that had just been 
put into service hours earlier. There 
were no injuries, and the animal 
ran off.

3:24 AM | Police found a 
vehicle on its roof in a ditch on 
Bridge Street near Ebycrest Road in 
Woolwich Township. The 56-year-

old Waterloo man said he’d struck 
a deer before rolling his car. The 
rollover took out five wooden posts 
from the guardrail. No charges 
were laid.

10:00 AM | A 26-year-old 
man suffered severe lacerations 
after getting his hand caught in 
a wood molding machine at an 
on-farm shop located on Lobsinger 
Line. The man was transported to 
Grand River Hospital in Kitchener. 
The Ministry of Labour is investigat-
ing.

D E C E M B E R  4

8:04 AM | A 55-year-old Elora 
man driving a 2007 Lexus failed to 
negotiate a 90-degree bend on Hill 
Street at Jigs Hollow Road, contin-
ued through the intersection and 
crashed through a farm fence. The 
car suffered minor damage. There 
were no injuries and no charges.

7:13 PM | A drunk man was 
found passed out in the lobby of 
the Cameo Homes apartment on 
Church Street West in Elmira. Police 
took him to the holding cells in 
Kitchener until he sobered up.

D E C E M B E R  5

2:45 PM | An Elmira woman 
reported the loss of an iPod 
device, possibly at the McDonald’s 
or Tien Lee restaurant in Elmira 
on December 1. If found, the unit 
can be turned in at the Elmira 
detachment.

Wellesley Township’s 
junior planner Sarah 
Peck was officially awarded 
a membership into the 
Ontario Professional Plan-
ners Institute (OPPI) on 
Monday. 

The OPPI represents 
the province’s profes-
sional planning commu-
nity and is an affiliate of 
the Canadian Institute of 
Planners; a body that rep-
resents about 7000 plan-
ning professionals across 
Canada. 

Membership is open 
to everyone involved in 
planning our lands and 

Professional designation for Wellesley planner
ELENA MAYSTRUK waters, natural and cul-

tural resources and how 
facilities are allocated and 
used. 

Coming into the fold of 
the organization is some-
thing of a milestone for 
professional planners and 
recognizes a combination 
of work experience and 
competency training in 
the profession. Member-
ship is open to all who are 
involved with planning the 
use of the province’s lands 
and waters as well as natu-
ral and cultural resources 
provided that applicants 
pass a lengthy oral exam.  
A panel of veteran planners 
oversees and assesses cor-

rect responses to ethical 
scenarios and the manage-
ment of professional re-
sponsibilities. 

After successful com-
pletion of the evaluation, 
Peck, who has been a 
planner with the town-
ship for more than three 
years, was presented with 
the award by Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn. 

“It’s an institute that 
most professional plan-
ners want to become 
a member of. It’s not 
mandatory, but they are 
considering making it 
mandatory for 2013,” Peck 
explained in a later inter-
view.

Wellesley Township junior planner Sarah Peck, who recently received a membership into the Ontario Professional Planners Institute, was 
presented with her official certificate Monday night by Mayor Ross Kelterborn and interim executive director of corporate/operations Willis 
McLaughlin.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

for Needy Kids Toy Drive which works 
with partner agencies to provide toys to 
children throughout the community.  

 “This will be the third year we have 
supported this campaign and the 
community’s participation for this 
worthwhile cause has been outstand-
ing,” said Inspector Doug Sheppard. 
“In 2010, 2,700 toys were generously 
donated and the following year, that 
total rose even further to a whopping 
4,186. Last year, we collected so many 
toys that it allowed us to send some to 
children in Goderich who had endured 
the powerful and devastating 2011 
tornado.”

Home sales up 
slightly in Nov.

Residential real estate sales through 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Association of 
Realtors (KWAR) were up 7.3 per cent 
last month compared to November of 
last year.

There were 486 residential properties 
sold in November, bringing the 
year-to-date total to 5,931, just nine 
more home sales than during the 
first 11 months of 2011. The total value 
of homes sold last month was $151 
million, up 11.3 per cent over last year.

“In terms of total unit sales, it was 
a better than average November” 
said Dietmar Sommerfeld, president 
of the KWAR. “Our figures show that 
residential transactions in November 
were 6.8 per cent above the previous 
five-year average.”

November’s residential sales included 
318 detached homes (up 8.9 per cent), 
33 semi-detached (down 17.5 per cent), 
26 townhouses (up 4 per cent), and 103 
condominium units (up 14.4 per cent).

The average sale price of all homes 
sold in November was $311,604, 
compared with $300,447 a year ago, 
an increase of 3.7 per cent.
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Township of Wellesley 
Public Notice

Parking By law 23/2010: The Parking By-law is being enforced in the Township of Wellesley by 
the Municipal Law Enforcement Of�cer and by the Waterloo Regional Police services.

•   Parking is prohibited on all highways within the Township of Wellesley between  
     2:30 am-6:00 am.
•   Parking overhanging any boulevard, sidewalk or multi use trail is prohibited within   
     the Township of Wellesley. 

Heavy trucks are prohibited from parking on all highways within the Township of Wellesley 
except while loading and unloading.

A Highway includes all roads, shoulders, boulevards and sidewalks in the Township of Wellesley. 

Snow & Ice Removal By law 10/2011: The owner or occupant of any building occupied or not, 
vacant land in any settlement area in the Township of Wellesley within 24 hours after a snow fall 
or rain, during the months starting October 1 till the end of April each year, shall clear away and 
remove all snow and ice from the sidewalks in front, along the sides and at the rear of such 
building or vacant land.

The owner or occupant of any building occupied or not in any settlement area in the Township of 
Wellesley with a roof sloped towards a sidewalk in front, along the side or at the rear of such 
building before 9 am every day from October 1 till the end of April each year shall remove the 
snow and ice from the roof of the premises. They shall take due and proper care and precaution 
for the warning and safety of all persons using the sidewalk or road on the vicinity of the house 
and or property when removing it.

No person shall place or cause to be placed any snow or ice on any public sidewalk or traveled 
roadway.

Snowmobile By Law 32/96: Persons shall not operate a motorized snow vehicle on any sidewalk, 
or on any pedestrian walkway within the Township except on recognized and posted trails.

Motorized snow vehicles shall not be operated within 150 feet of any senior citizens home, 
church, home for the aged, nursing home, public school or other area’s posted with a sign which 
indicate that snowmobiling is prohibited.

The above are noted sections and are not to be interpreted as the By Law in its entirety. For more 
information on these and other Township By Laws please view them at 
http://www.township.wellesley.on.ca/By-law%20enforcement.html or contact the Township of 
Wellesley Municipal Law Enforcement Of�cer at: 

Email: aloch@wellesley.ca 

Telephone: (519)699-4611
Township of Wellesley

4639 Lobsinger Line, R. R. 1
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

Notice of Public Information Centre 
PROPOSED REGION OF WATERLOO

SIGN BY-LAW

The Region of Waterloo will be holding a public information centre to introduce a draft 
Regional By-law respecting signs on Regional roads. The proposed Sign By-law addresses 
all types of unoffi cial signs on Regional roads including election signs, business accessory 
signs, farm accessory signs, mailbox accessory signs, open house signs and poster signs. 
The proposed Sign By-law establishes requirements for unoffi cial signs including:

    • Location and placement;
    • Size, shape, construction and content;
    • Impacts to the function of the road;
    • Number of signs and timing of placement; and
    • Sign removal.

Staff are also proposing an amendment to the Region’s Tourism and Essential Services 
Signing Policy to allow tourism signage on Regional roads for agri-toursim activities.

When:  Tuesday, June 17, 2008, drop in 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Place:  Regional Administration Headquarters (lobby)
              150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

This public information centre is being held for the purpose of providing information and 
receiving comments from the public. A copy of the draft By-law is available for review in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce, Region of Waterloo, 2nd fl oor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener or on the 
Region’s website at:

                     www.region.waterloo.on.ca - tab Newsroom, tab Public Notices

If you have questions concerning the By-law, please contact Nancy Button, 
Manager, Transportation Engineering at 519-575-4520 or by email at 
bnancy@region.waterloo.on.ca

If you require accessible services to participate in this meeting, please contact the above 
noted person by Tuesday, June 10, 2008.

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this 
project are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal 
Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be 
included in a submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this 
information should be referred to the person indicated above.

Nancy Button
Manager, Transportation Engineering
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT TO PROCEDURAL BY-LAW
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is considering amendments to the Procedural By-law 
00-031, as amended.  The nature of the amendments are related to the implementation of 
consent agendas for Standing Committees and other housekeeping matters.

The Procedural By-law amendment will be considered at the Council meeting on Wednesday, 
December 19, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Regional Administration Building, 
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3.

Copies of the draft amendments will be available from the Regional Clerk’s Office after Fri-
day, December 7, 2012. For further information, please contact (519) 575-4427.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register in advance by calling the Re-
gional Clerk’s Office at (519) 575-4420 by 12 noon on Thursday, December 13, 2012.

Dated this 4th day of December, 2012. 

Kris Fletcher
Regional Clerk
150 Frederick St., 2nd Floor
Kitchener, On.   N2G 4J3
519-575-4420
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this by-law are being 
collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal Act, personal information such as 
name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be included if a submission becomes part of the public 
record. Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to the Regional Clerk’s Office.

anti-freeze and this year is 
no exception with tempera-

fresh snow blanketed the 
trees on Saturday only 
to melt within hours due 
to the milder weather. 
Though residents are likely 

Weiler said other locals 
are already implementing 
job action but Waterloo 
Region has not yet fin-
ished going through the 
process to make any strike 
action possible.

When the time comes,  
his prediction is that ac-
tion here will look similar 
to what is happening in 
other jurisdictions such as 
Ottawa, which has already 
commenced some forms 
of strike action. It’s pos-
sible that field trips will 
be cancelled and no meet-
ings will be held outside of 
regular school hours. 

“Basically a restriction 
to focusing on academ-
ics, teaching students and 
student safety,” Weiler 
explained.  

Decisions on that will 
have to wait until after 
December 17. Waterloo 

Region District School 
Board spokesperson Abi-
gail Dancey confirmed the 
date of the possible strike 
action. 

“Elementary school 
teachers are taking some 
action; they are following 
some advice, some sugges-
tions by ETFO currently. 
It’s happening across 
schools and to different 
degrees across schools,” 
she said of the situation 
in the province, adding 
that the board’s website is 
updated regularly so that 
parents and the rest of the 
public can keep track of 
any developments.

Weiler predicted that 
much can change between 
now and then. Anything is 
possible with the govern-
ment holding the power to 
start and stop negotiations 
as well as impose a con-
tract, adding it’s difficult 
to predict the govern-

safe from any overly harsh 
winter weather, periods of 
early morning shoveling 
and slow drives to work 
may be ahead.

WINTER: There's a milder trend, but we can't expect last winter's weather every year
FROM | COVER

Adam and Anouk Porsius enjoy a brief showing of snow that fell last Saturday morning.   
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

STRIKE: Teachers looking at all options
FROM | COVER ment’s next steps. 

Elementary teachers’ 
unions are moving on the 
matter in order to push 
matters along and encour-
age the resurrection of 
talks with the government, 
he explained, noting that 
there is a misconception 
that teachers are escalat-
ing things with the strike. 
He claims this is not the 
truth and says the unions 
only want talks to resume.

“At the provincial level 
the government invited 
us back to talks on No-
vember 11 and then they 
broke those off and noth-
ing has happened since 
then. That’s really what we 
would like to see continu-
ing to happen is talks at 
that level so we can resolve 
some of the problems … 
that would be what every-
body wants to happen. No 
one takes any job action 
lightly.”

areas also cannot be used 
as shopping centres.

“Township staff inter-
pret the proposal of retail, 
wholesale and auction of 
consumer goods as de-
scribed by the applicants 
to be consistent with this 
section of this Official 
Plan because the pro-
posed use will not provide 
for the day-to-day needs 
of our residents for shop-

EXPANSION: Waiting on region's input
ping,” Peck told council-
lors. 

However, that assess-
ment is still awaiting a 
decision on the part of 
the region, where staff is 
still looking at how the 
request fits in with the 
Regional Official Plan. As 
such, township staff asked 
councillors to defer the 
application until further 
comments were issued by 
the region. No deadline 
for a decision was indi-

cated pending the deter-
mination of the research 
required. 

“I feel the region is hold-
ing us up,” Coun. Paul Her-
gott said, receiving support 
from Coun. Jim Olender on 
the matter. 

Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
agreed that council will 
not be taking a position 
pending further commu-
nication from the region 
before deciding on the 
changes.

FROM | 3

ers, and paying homage to 
history and those who sac-
rificed for our freedom. 

Volunteers and partici-
pants say that Cooper and 
White are taking the risk for 
the love of flying. They wish 

to preserve a local tradition 
dear to their hearts and share 
their passion for flying. 

This year’s event will 
feature the Canadian 
Forces Snowbirds as the 
main attraction. There will 
also be performances by 
the CF-18 Demo Team, the 

AIR SHOW: For the love of flying
FROM | 4

tures eventually lowering 
and a looming promise of 
a slightly tougher winter 
than what was experienced 

in 2011. 
Environment Canada 

still predicts a warmer 
winter according to a 30-

year record, but anticipate 
a tougher season than in 
2011. It will be milder than 
winters of the past with 
the exception of last year, 
which saw one of the low-
est snowfalls in southern 
Ontario’s history. 

“Anything that doesn’t 
match last year will seem 
tough for people. The real-
ity is that nothing is going 
to repeat, nothing like 
last year. Winter is going 
to start earlier, end later, 
and in between there will 
be moments that you wish 
you were somewhere else."

Predictions may signal 
the coming of more snow, 
but Phillips says weather 
will be not unlike what we 
saw last weekend when 

Royal Canadian Air Force 
and the Canadian Army, a 
CH-146 Griffon helicopter, 
and eight other acts that 
can be viewed on the orga-
nization’s website (www.
waterlooairshow.com) 
where visitors can also find 
ticket information.
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63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA | 519-669-0879 | www.elmiraeyewear.com

ANNUAL SUNGLASS/EYEGLASS
CLEARANCE SALE!

SELECTED FRAMES BRAND NAME SUNGLASSES
25-50% OFF25-50% OFF 25-50% OFF

SALE RUNS NOVEMBER 26 - DECEMBER 31, 2012

Sun. December 9 ‘12

UPCOMING GAMES | ROSTER | GAME UPDATES & MORE

Dan Snyder Memorial Arena
Puck drops at 2:00pm

vs.
Cambridge Winter Hawks

     Follow Us on Twitter
@SugarKingswww.kings.on.ca

Game Sponsor: Good Auto Parts

ELENA MAYSTRUK

There are many men in 
Canada who will miss that 
wispy tickle of a mustache 
they’ve grown for the past 
month. But though “Mo-
vember” is at an end, many 
can start thinking about 
ideas for next year’s crazy 
facial hair, grown every No-
vember in support of pros-
tate cancer research and 
men’s mental health. 

The moustache move-
ment has gained a lot of 
ground since its humble 
beginnings when two Aus-
tralian men started the 
movement. According to 
Movember Canada – a col-
laborator on world-wide 
Movember initiatives – the 
movement has raised $301 
million worldwide since 
2003, with last year’s fun-
draising efforts amounting 
to $125.7 million, almost 
double what was raised in 
2010. This year’s numbers 
are still rolling in says the 
national director of Mo-
vember Canada, with about 

EDSS supports Movember cause that’s tops in the world
$100 million raised world-
wide so far.

“I think Canadians have 
once again proven that 
they are a generous group 
of people and that they 
continue to support the 
community that we are so 
fortunate to live in,” said 
Pete Bombaci of this year’s 
donations, which so far 
amount to approximately 
$37 million. 

“I think the combination 
of fun with the moustaches 
and supporting two great 
causes such as male mental 
health and prostate cancer 
is a combination that Ca-
nadians are happy, willing 
and proud to support.” 

Locals are not exempt 
either as students from 
Elmira District Secondary 
School (EDSS) have just 
handed Movember Canada 
their own cheque for $500 
raised in support of the 
cause. Five Grade 11 stu-
dents – Erin Graham, Ca-
rissa Truax, Kaitlyn Krae-
mer, Mirjana Vujosevic and 
Corey Hinsperger –decided 

to take the fundraising ini-
tiative at their school to the 
next level and proved that 
men were not the only ones 
who support the event. 

Someone at the school 
always opts to coordinate 
some efforts for the cause 
but in previous years EDSS 

students placed a donation 
jar in the office in hopes 
of collecting donations. 
This Movember the girls 
decided to take the dona-
tion jar to the students by 
visiting every classroom 
and actively asking for sup-
port, Hinsperger explained. 

They also organized weekly 
Movember-themed games 
for fellow students and 
took photos of students 
who were growing out their 
mo’s for a poster they later 
placed in the school’s caf-
eteria.  

“We wanted people to get 

more involved,” Kraemer 
said of their efforts. 

For the second year in a 
row Canada has surpassed 
even the Aussies to raise 
more money for the cause 
than any other country, 
with 247,066 Canadians 
taking part in raising funds 
for Prostate Cancer Canada 
and the Canadian Male 
Health Network. 

Every year since the ini-
tiative began men and the 
women who support them 
raise money for the cause 
and signal their support by 
growing proud moustaches 
during the moth of Novem-
ber in a signal of solidarity 
with fellow Movember 
brethren.

Canada remains the 
heavyweight champion of 
fundraising for the cause, 
and there are many signs 
of support throughout 
the country with support 
running rampant through 
schools, universities and 
stores which often capital-
ize on the popularity of 
the event.

EDSS’ Carissa Truax, Kaitlyn Kraemer, Mirjana Vujosevic and Corey Hinsperger raised $500 for Canada’s Movember initiatives by reaching out 
to fellow students.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

to figure out how to prevent 
overloading in the future.”

The bridge has a load 
limit of only three tonnes, 
making it unsuitable for 
even heavy SUVs, let alone 
farm vehicles, she said. 
Leaving it up to the public 
to self-limit may not be a 
good idea.

Bisch also sees the need 
for some public education 
around treading lightly 
on the bridge, including 
encouraging buggy users 

to walk their horses rather 
than proceeding at a trot in 
order to reduce the effects 
of vibration.

Along with the is-
sues around the closure, 
the BridgeKeepers have 
also expressed concerns 
about the lack of care and 
maintenance the bridge 
has received since it was 
acquired by the region 
from the province in 1998. 
Major structural repairs 
were conducted in 1999 
and 2000, with much of 
the funding coming from 

the province. Since that 
time, said Dowling, repairs 
and maintenance have 
been sadly lacking. The 
walls and sides of a cov-
ered bridge are intended to 
protect the structure and 
prolong its life, yet daylight 
shines through the roof on 
sunny days, and rain pours 
in on rainy days. Graffiti re-
mains on the interior of the 
bridge for months unless 
residents remove it. Bro-
ken boards go unrepaired. 
Painting of the interior was 
undertaken this past sum-

mer after the BridgeKeep-
ers volunteered to provide 
the labour for the project.

For her part, Bisch 
said the region has been 
maintaining the bridge as 
necessary. Concerns about 
the roof, for instance, are 
unfounded, as structure 
is something akin to a 
barn that’s supposed to be 
exposed to the weather. 
The cedar shingles are de-
signed to expand when it’s 
wet, contracting in the dry 
weather, which is when the 
sunlight can be seen peak-

ing through.
“The roof is function-

ing as it should. A small 
amount of rain is probably 
not a big deal,” she said, 
though perhaps an extra 
row of shingles could be 
added to the peak when 
the roof is eventually re-
placed.

Cedar shingles have 
a 40-year lifespan. The 
region has not done any 
work on the roof since 
taking over responsibility 
of the bridge 15 years ago, 
but estimates another 

BRIDGE: Where residents see need for maintenance and repairs, region says concerns unfounded
seven years or so would 
be fine.

Bisch does agree with the 
BridgeKeepers, however, 
on the need to re-open 
the bridge, to keep it safe 
from a reoccurrence of the 
overloading situation and 
to ensure elements such as 
signs don’t detract from the 
scenic draw of the struc-
ture.

In coming up with a plan 
to protect the bridge, the 
region will be holding a 
public consultation ses-
sion, likely in January.

FROM | 3
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WITH ALL THE TALK of secretive trade deals 
with China and state-owned businesses at-
tempting to buy up Canadian resources, the 
Christmas season is a good time to remember 
why it’s a good idea to avoid the made-in-China 
label when selecting the items that will appear 
under the tree.

Toys, in particular, have been a source of concern – and 
steady stream of recalls – and should be monitored for 
health and safety problems.

Lax environmental standards and business practices 
in China have consumers increasingly worried about the 
Made-in-China label.

This latest recall scares will give parents pause for thought 
as they engage in a Yuletide shopping spree – so much of 
what’s available on store shelves comes from China. In fact, 
some 60 per cent of toys imported into Canada come from 
that country. And Chinese-made products account for al-
most nine in 10 toy recalls.

Nor are the concerns simply with toys. Health Canada 
recently issued a warning that children may be exposed to 
lead if they chew, suck on or swallow zipper pulls or cell-
phone charms that contain high levels of lead – those kind 
of items can be found at dollar stores.

Lead is a toxic heavy metal that can have harmful effects 
on the behaviour and development of children even at very 
low levels of exposure. Items which are made with a high 
percentage of lead are heavy for their size, and relatively 
soft. Lead is greyish in colour, but many jewelry items made 
of lead are covered by a protective or decorative coating so 
that the lead cannot be seen.

Beyond toys, consumer groups have become increasingly 
alarmed by a range tainted products from China, many of 
which show up in goods labeled “Made in Canada” or from 
other, trusted countries. That’s because manufacturers are 
not obliged to reveal the source of the materials used in the 
finish product – from concentrate used to make “Canadian” 
apple juice to the wheat used in your favourite baked goods, 
Chinese ingredients may show up more often than consum-
ers are aware, warns the Consumers Council of Canada.

While the federal government has promised to step up 
monitoring of goods from China, concerns have been grow-
ing along with our import levels. Chinese goods are increas-
ingly difficult to avoid in the Canadian marketplace – China 
is now the second-largest source of goods imported into this 
country.

Last year, Chinese imports totaled $48.1 billion, an 8.1 per 
cent increase over the year before. 

The United States remains the number-one source, ac-
counting for about half of all our imports – a $221-billion busi-
ness in 2011 – but the overall percentage continues to fall.

In that light, you can expect to see the “Made in China” 
label more frequently, unless we begin to vote with our wal-
lets, as consumer advocates suggest.

If safety isn’t a big enough incentive, taking a pass on Chi-
nese goods is good for the environment.

Transportation of raw materials too China and the sub-
sequent return of finished goods has a major impact on our 
ecology. Much more so, however, is the country’s lack of 
labour, environmental and safety regulations – toxic work-
places and massive amounts of coal-fired energy due to the 
economic expansion are having an unprecedented impact 
on the planet.

Something to think about when you’re playing Santa this 
year.

Be careful what 
you put under the 
Christmas tree

In other parts of the 
world, separatist move-
ments are usually violent 
(e.g. Kashmir, Sri Lanka, 
the various Kurdish revolts) 
and they sometimes suc-
ceed (South Sudan, Eritrea, 
East Timor). Whereas in 
the prosperous, democratic 
countries of the West, they 
are generally peaceful, friv-
olous, and unsuccessful.

A case in point is the vari-
ous separatist movements 
in the European Union. 
Scotland will be holding a 
vote on independence from 
Britain in 2014, and both 
Catalonia and the Basque 
country in Spain have just 
elected nationalist govern-
ments that promise to hold 
referendums on indepen-
dence. But it will probably 
never happen.

The Scots, the Catalans 
and the Basques tend to 
see themselves as victims, 
but nobody else does. They 
are self-governing in most 
matters except defence and 
foreign affairs, they have 
their own budgets, and they 
maintain separate educa-

In the West, separatists are mostly all talk
tion systems and cultural 
institutions.

The Scots get more 
money back from the cen-
tral government in London 
than they pay in taxes, 
while Catalonia and the 
Basque country (Euskara, in 
the Basque language), claim 
that they contribute more 
to Madrid than they receive. 
But the sums are relatively 
modest, and in any case it 
is not necessary to break up 
the country in order to re-
negotiate fiscal imbalances.

What really drives the 
separatism is emotion, 
which is why popular sup-
port for it is so soft. Rectify-
ing the historic defeat of 
(insert name of centuries-
old lost battle here) by 
declaring independence in 
the here-and-now has great 
emotional appeal, but most 
people put their economic 
interests first. Nationalist 
leaders therefore always 
promise that independence 
will change nothing impor-
tant on the economic front.

The way they do this 
in both Scotland and the 
separatist regions of Spain 
is by insisting that member-
ship in the European Union 
would pass automatically 
to the successor state. The 
opponents of secession, 

however, argue that there’s 
nothing automatic about it.

The arguments are not 
just directed at the home 
audience. Last month, 
when Scotland’s First Min-
ister, Alex Salmond, agreed 
the terms for the 2014 ref-
erendum with the British 
government, Spanish For-
eign Minister Jose Manuel 
Garcia-Margallo promptly 
declared that an indepen-
dent Scotland would NOT 
automatically be an EU 
member, and that any one 
of the 27 EU member states 
(like Spain, for example) 
could veto it.

“In the hypothetical 
case of independence,” he 
said, “Scotland would have 
to join the queue (for EU 
membership) and ask to 
be admitted, needing the 
unanimous approval of all 
member states to obtain the 
status of a candidate coun-
try.” The European Com-
mission president, Jose 
Manuel Barroso, also said 
in September that an inde-
pendent Scotland would 
be seen as a new state and 
would have to apply to join.

This was furiously dis-
puted by Alex Salmond, 
who knew that his chances 
of winning the 2014 refer-
endum were nil if the Scots 

believed that they were 
voting to leave the EU. For 
months he insisted that he 
had sought the opinion of 
his government’s law of-
ficers, who had confirmed 
that Scotland would inherit 
EU membership automati-
cally, and would not even 
have to adopt the euro. Alas, 
he was lying.

Late last month, it be-
came known that Salmond 
had not actually asked for 
the law officers’ opinion at 
all. Now he has been forced 
by public opinion to pop the 
question – and he may not 
like the answer.

An even bigger defeat for 
Salmond came in his nego-
tiations with British Prime 
Minister David Cameron, 
where he had to agree that 
the referendum would ask a 
simple yes-or-no question: 
in or out? This goes against 
the instincts of all separatist 
leaders, who prefer a fuzzy, 
feel-good question that 
doesn’t mention the fright-
ening word “independence” 
at all.

The most famous formu-
lation of this question was 
in the 1995 Quebec refer-
endum on secession from 
Canada: “Do you agree that 

DYER | 10

When it comes to separating residents from their money, officials always decide there's no place to go but up.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Auto insurance rates always seem to drive us up the wall

Few drivers will have 
much sympathy for au-
tomobile insurers set to 
send premiums spiraling 
upward yet again. Citing 
investment losses and 
higher costs, the industry 
is looking at increases of an 
average of 7.8 per cent this 
year, with some spiking 
twice that much.

As the rate notifications 
go out, we can expect to 
hear another round of 
calls for public auto insur-
ance in Ontario, where 
premiums are the highest 
in the country. In 2008, 
the average annual pre-
mium in this province was 
$1,313, followed by B.C. 
at $1,166 and Alberta at 
$1,052.

“If the cost of insuring a 
car has gone down why are 
drivers paying more? On-
tario drivers are paying the 
highest rates in the country 
and deserve some real an-
swers,” says Singh. 

 Data compiled by the 
provincial NDP show that 
between 2010 and 2011, the 

cost to insurance compa-
nies of insuring a vehicle 
fell to $984 from $1,274. 
Premiums paid by driv-
ers, on the other hand, in-
creased from an average of 
$1,432 to $1,505 per vehicle.

The value of “statutory” 
accident payouts fell by 
just under $2 billion, a 50 
per cent reduction from 
2010. But Ontarians’ auto 
insurance rates still in-
creased by five per cent. In 
2011, auto insurance com-
panies took in $3.4 billion 
more in premiums than 
they paid out in accident 
benefits.

While not disputing 
Singh’s facts, the Insur-
ance Bureau of Canada 
says it’s too early to make 
statements about the sav-
ings brought on by reforms 
designed to reduce costs, 
especially those related 
to injuries. The industry 
argues it can take years for 
complicated and costly 
cases to resolve them-
selves, meaning expenses 
will be higher than in the 
preliminary figures cited 
by the NDP.

Accident injury claims 
play a big part in the rates 
paid by Ontario drivers. 
Premiums here are the 

highest in the country, as 
much as 75 per cent higher 
than in other provinces.

In his last annual report, 
Ontario Auditor General 
Jim McCarter noted the 
average cost of automobile 
accident injury claims 
– $56,000 – is about five 
times higher than the aver-
age injury claim in other 
provinces. 

“The Ontario govern-
ment has taken some re-
cent initiatives to address 
the high cost of auto insur-
ance claims in the prov-
ince, but still faces a num-
ber of challenges to ensure 
that premiums remain af-
fordable and accident ben-
efits are reasonable,” says 
McCarter in the report.

Ontario drivers, partic-
ularly those in the Great-
er Toronto Area, gener-
ally pay much higher auto 
insur ance premiums than 
other Canadian drivers. 
While this is partly due 
to high claim costs, On-
tario also has one of the 
most comprehensive and 
highest benefit levels in 
Canada. The total cost 
of auto insurance injury 
claims in Ontario rose 
by 150 per cent between 
2005 and 2010, even 

though the actual number 
of injury claims rose only 
30 per cent over the same 
period.

Auto insurance fraud is 
a big problem in Ontario. 
Industry estimates put its 
value at 10 to 15 per cent 
of all premiums paid in 
Ontario during 2010 – as 
much as $1.3 billion.

McCarter also noted 
the Financial Services 
Commission of Ontario 
(FSCO), an arm’s-length 
agency of the Ministry 
of Finance that oversees 
the auto insurance sector, 
doesn’t have the neces-
sary assurances from the 
industry to ensure rates 
aren’t rising higher than 
necessary. As well, in set-
ting a permitted rate of re-
turn of 12 per cent for the 
industry, the FSCO uses a 
long-term bond rate from 
1996, although today that 
bond rate is about three 
per cent. The guideline 
has not been adjusted.

More contentious have 
been efforts to cap payouts 
for, among others, injuries 
sustained in collisions. 
The idea is to limit claims 
for minor injuries, the so-
called nuisance claims. 
New in Ontario, caps are 

used in Alberta, New 
Brunswick Nova Scotia and 
PEI, although each uses a 
different definition for “mi-
nor injury.”

Although the stance 
has some merit – there 
are people who try to milk 
the system – it is seen as 
another step by insurance 
companies to reduce cov-
erage while continuing to 
boost rates.

Proponents of public 
auto insurance say such a 
plan would take greed and 
profit out of the mix, taking 
predatory and discriminat-
ing practices out of the mix 
and offering coverage at 
lower prices.

Almost all of the criti-
cism has come from the 
industry itself and its 
supporters on the right, 
essentially negating their 
position.

One big bogeyman 
remains, however: the 
specter of yet another 
mismanaged government 
program. You can’t blame 
Ontarians if they’re a little 
skeptical about a public 
system given the possibil-
ity of corruption, bureau-
cratic bloat and a culture 
of workplace entitlement 
in the government sector, 

all of which could easily 
erode some of the benefits 
to consumers.

Like health care, howev-
er, the benefits of a public 
system outweigh the risks.

As the Consumers’ As-
sociation of Canada has 
pointed out, public auto 
insurance systems in other 
provinces provide far more 
stability at rates far below 
what drivers pay to private 
insurers. 

Facing increasing energy 
costs across the board, 
higher taxes and expenses 
outstripping inflation – 
and many private-sector 
wage increases – consum-
ers are primed for getting 
something back from the 
government. A public car 
insurance system would 
reap immediate rewards 
for all drivers, in many 
cases cutting premiums by 
at least half.

The only impediment 
is political will. Unfortu-
nately, Queen’s Park has 
a long history of ignoring 
the needs of Ontarians, 
and the current crew has 
shown absolutely no re-
solve. In the current eco-
nomic climate, this kind of 
change becomes even less 
likely.

What is your favourite holiday tradition?

Family getting together for Christmas Day

 » Barry Jefferies

Christmas Eve we all get together and have an 
open house and exchange a few gifts. 

 » Tom Fehr

Every Christmas Eve we have homemade 
Tourtiere. It’s French Canadian. 

 » Linda Hollas

I make shortbread for friends and family. 

 » Deb O’Sullivan 

Getting together with family

 » Irene Scheifele

"Woolwich council should be more transparent with its communities and the decisions that affect all residents." Mark Bradley Wilkinson | page 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEWDYER: Clear questions tend 
to hamper separatist dreams
FROM | 8

 » BMO Financial Group Holiday Spending Outlook

Quebec should become sov-
ereign after having made a 
formal offer to Canada for 
a new economic and politi-
cal partnership within the 
scope of the bill respecting 
the future of Quebec and 
of the agreement signed on 
June 12, 1995?” Not exactly 
clear, is it?

That referendum was 
very close, but in 2000 the 
Canadian federal govern-
ment passed a law generally 
known as the “Clarity Act.” 
It said that negotiations 
between the federal govern-
ment and any province on 
secession should only fol-
low “a clear expression of 
the will of the population of 
a province that the province 
cease to be part of Canada.”

This requirement would 
not be met, it added, if 
the referendum question 
“merely focuses on a man-
date to negotiate without 

soliciting a direct expres-
sion of the will of the popu-
lation of that province on 
(independence),” or if the 
question “envisages other 
possibilities ..., such as eco-
nomic or political arrange-
ments with Canada, that 
obscure a direct expression 
of the will of the population 
on (secession).”

This law drastically re-
duces the likelihood that 
the separatists could win 
any future referendum in 
Quebec, and it’s obviously 
what David Cameron had 
in mind in his negotiations 
with Salmond on the Scot-
tish referendum. As for 
Catalonia and Euskara, the 
national parliament in Ma-
drid must approve of any 
referendum on separation, 
and the current Spanish 
government has made it 
abundantly clear that it has 
no intention of doing that.

So it’s mostly just hot air 
and hurt feelings, really.

Canadians expect to spend an average of $1,610 heading into 
Christmas this year, up from $1,397 in 2011. Holiday shoppers expect 
to allocate most of their spending to personalized gift purchases – 
an average of $674.

 » Dalhousie University economics professor Lars Osberg on a new study that finds 
people are working longer and living longer, though not those with poor educations.

“It’s a good thing for people who are enjoying their work and have 
the level of income at which it’s a choice. For those who are doing 
it because they really don’t have an alternative financially, it just 
means working till you drop, and it’s kind of tough for them."

 » From the Dec. 7, 2002 edition of the Observer.

As the last of the opponents dropped their objections, plans for a 
power centre in St. Jacobs moved forward at Woolwich council. 
Meeting Dec. 3, 2002, councillors approved changes to the Official 
Plan needed to make the King/86 development a reality.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Woolwich council 
playing the odds?

To the Editor,
The process that is 
being followed regarding 
a decision about  a casino 
in Woolwich is inherently 
flawed or purposely or-
chestrated to give the il-
lusion that opportunities 
for public input have been 
exercised.

On November 20, the pub-
lic was invited to a meeting 
to hear a proposal by OLG. 
You may find it odd that:

 
• there was a lack of adver-
tising about the informa-
tion meeting;  
• the timing of meeting 
was 6 p.m. Tuesday eve-
ning;  
• the meeting was adver-
tised as a question-and-
answer session yet the 
meeting did not follow 
that format  
• OLG presenters left be-
fore the Q and A session; 

• questions were asked 
and were to be answered; 
to date no answers have 
been provided; 
• the public was informed 
that a widespread consul-
tation would follow; 
• glossy, colour print sur-
vey cards arrived at resi-
dences with limited infor-
mation/explanations; 
• the timing of the delivery 
of the glossy survey cards 
for many coincided with 
the delivery of Thursday/
Friday flyers.
For a public vote/survey 

to be meaningful, residents 
should be educated about 
issues surrounding the pro-
posal. 

What are the odds that 
the answers to the following 
questions might influence 
how residents vote?

 
1. Where might the facility 
be located? Has a site been 
determined? 
2. What type of zoning 
needs to be in place for a 
gaming facility? 
3. Who might be the pri-
vate sector operator? 

4. What can be construct-
ed on the site? 
5. Who has control/input 
into what is built on the 
site? 
6. Why are residents be-
ing coerced into making a 
decision in an absence of 
information? 
7. Is this a decision that 
would be more prudent 
to make when the govern-
ment resumes?  
8. Will a change in govern-
ment result in a change of 
policies that will impact 
OLG alliances/relation-
ships with the racing in-
dustry? 
9. What will happen to the 
current Elora site, the jobs 
there, the symbiotic rela-
tionship between OLG and 
the raceway?  
10. How much control will 
the township have other 
than collecting taxes? 
11. Is the survey card the 
only “widespread consul-
tation”? 
12. How are the results 
of the survey being tabu-
lated?

There are many more 
questions that should be 
answered and more infor-
mation to be shared before 
residents are asked to vote. 
Unfortunately, this has not 
been the case.

Woolwich council should 
be more transparent with 
its communities and the 
decisions that affect all 
residents. This decision is 
one that all odds should be 
on the table before the bet 
is cast.

MARK BRADLEY WILKINSON, ELMIRA

1/2 Season 
Registration 

on now

Learn to Skate with us...

Woolwich

Skating
Club

Call Christine 
519.669.2097 

or email 
woolwichskatingclub@gmail.com

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

@

LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME.
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SPORTS
HOCKEY/ JUNIOR B

Split weekend sees Sugar 
Kings pocket three points
After a 3-2 shootout loss to Corvairs in Calendonia, team sticks to the system in 8-1 pasting of Guelph

ELENA MAYSTRUK

KINGS | 14

Jacks skate 
to easy 7-1 
win over 
Norfolk
First of last 
weekend’s games 
cancelled due 
to poor weather, 
Wellesley now 
has a break 
to allow players 
to recover

ELENA MAYSTRUK

JACKS | 13

SYNCHRO | 13

HOCKEY/ JUNIOR C

Strong showing at figure competition as synchro season gets underway
ELENA MAYSTRUK

It was a point on the 
road and two at home as 
the Elmira Sugar Kings set-
tled for a 3-2 shootout loss 
in Caledonia before return-
ing home Sunday night to 
put the pain on Guelph in 
an 8-1 victory.

The Nov. 30 game didn’t 
go quite as planned, start-
ing with the snowy weather 
that hampered the ride 
down to face the Corvairs.

“Long bus trip and some 
nasty weather we ran into. 
We played well: any time 
you come off the road with 
a point we’re happy. We 
would have liked to get 
the two points but it was 
a good game, two good 
hockey clubs, and we 
learned some things in that 
game. Now we’re going to 
be better for it,” said Sugar 
Kings coach Dean DeSilva 
of Friday’s loss that saw the 
Kings rack up penalties, 
though the coaches found 
the calls questionable. 

Elmira accounted for the 
bulk of the penalties in the 
game – with Steven Jakiela 
and Jake Weidner taking 
the brunt of the calls made 
against the team – for a 
total of 56 minutes to Cale-
donia’s 28. 

The first frame saw the 
teams at a stalemate, with 
neither team able to score. 
In the second, the first goal 
of the game came courtesy 
of Caledonia’s Jeff Swift at 
9:56. Elmira’s Cash Sera-

Snow,  ice and a freezing 
rain warning  kept the Ap-
plejacks from playing Nov. 
30 as severe weather con-
ditions forced the cancel-
lation of the game against 
Delhi, but Wellesley was 
back on Saturday for the 
game against Norfolk to 
post a 7-1 win. 

Wellesley managed to 
keep Norfolk in the bot-
tom rung of the McConnell 
Conference standings, 
though the opposition 
did managed to improve 
slightly from last week’s 
game by scoring a single 
goal and giving both Jacks’ 
goalies Trevor Olender 
and Josh Heere (who 
came into the game with 
less than a minute left in 
the second period) a hard 
time. With the team still 
short on bodies due to ill-
ness and injuries, coaches 
were disappointed with 
game results despite the 
win.

“It wasn’t a very good 
game. The score wasn’t in-

phim evened things up be-
fore the buzzer went with a 
goal at 19:45. 

The Third saw Elmira 
take a 2-1 lead as Seraphim, 
fed by Matt Schieck and 
Brady Campbell, got one 
past Caledonia at 8:08. But 
this time it would be Cale-
donia that would tie things 

up late in the period, pot-
ting one at 17:35. 

In overtime neither team 
managed to score despite 
the Kings’ fortified offen-
sive play, outshooting Cale-
donia 3-1. The shootout 
that followed favoured the 
home team, who posted 
the 3-2 win. 

Members of the Wa-
terloo Regional Synchro 
Club are back in competi-
tive waters, having tested 
their mettle at the Lisa 
Alexander figure meet after 
practicing since the season 
began in  September.

This is an important 
event for the region’s swim-
mers, giving them a chance 
to size up the competition 

and show off their skills, 
which are considerable this 
season, says the coaching 
staff.

Named after a Canadian 
Olympic synchronized 
swimmer who made a 
name for herself during the 
1996 Summer Games, the 
Lisa Alexander provincial 
figure meet is a long time 
tradition held every year 
as a test for the various 
swimmers going into the 

season’s competitions. The 
event is hosted  by Synchro 
Ontario in collaboration 
with Granite Synchro at 
York University and lasted 
two days, December 1-2.

Waterloo Regional Syn-
chro opened their season 
with a bang, coaches said, 
with many swimmers com-
ing back victorious. 

The team has had the for-
tune of practicing in what 
coaches see as a convenient 

facility in Elmira and have 
recently added Olympian 
Jin Na to their staff. The 
club’s president, Erika 
Lindner, said the girls’ suc-
cess is also due to veteran 
coach Carey Brooks, who 
has been coaching for 25 
years. 

“I think they were all 
nervous,” Lindner said of 
the meet last weekend. “Ev-
eryone is always nervous 
that first competition of 

the season to see where you 
fall. There were 625 girls at 
the competition so it was 
very big. They did a fantas-
tic job.”

With all of the girls com-
ing out with a very strong 
showing, coaches and 
staff are looking forward 
to an ambitious season of 
successes especially since 
the girls will get to show 
off their routines in the 
contests to come while last 

weekend’s meet was a fig-
ure competition. 

Future competitions will 
have two components. In 
the synchronized swim 
portion contestants swim 
a routine to music. The 
second half, which the 
team was able to show off 
last weekend, involves 
performing synchronized 
figures in front of a panel of 

“I thought we could have 
done some things a little 
bit better: there wasn’t a 
lot of flow to the game. But 
we’ll take the point on the 
road,” DeSilva said. 

Back at home for Sun-
day’s game the boys had 
better luck with the Guelph 
Hurricanes, pulling of 

some psychological strate-
gies to bring down enemy 
morale. 

“That was the key, that’s 
what we wanted to focus on 
because we knew Guelph 
has been playing very well 
and we thought the longer 

Brady Campbell gets one past Hurricane goalie Marcus Nepinak, scoring a fifth goal for the Kings during Sunday’s game at the Dan Snyder Arena. Elmira won 8-1.  
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT 
Nov. 30 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 4  
Brampton: 1
Goals: Dustin Good x 2 Eric 
Hutton Ethan Bickerton 
Assists: Jordan Chang x 2 Drew 
Birmingham Eric Hutton 
Dec. 1 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 5  
Oakville: 4
Goals: Sam Hacock Eric Hutton 
Joey Martin Dustin Good Cade 
Beacom 
Assists: Dustin Good Drew 
Birmingham 
Dec. 3 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 4  
Brampton: 2
Goals: Pacy Camm Joey Martin 
Sam Hacock Dustin Good
Assists: Joey Martin Austin 
Schnarr Drew Birmingham 
Dustin Good Will Lavigne

Novice: LL #1
Nov. 28 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 1  
Ayr: 1
Goals: Mitchell Brubacher 

Novice: LL# 3
Dec. 1 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 9  
Twin Centre: 0
Goals: Coleton Benham x3 
Corbin Schmidt x4 Ryan Buehler 
Turner Duldhardt
Assists: Michael Gear, Corbin 
Schmidt , Ben Wilkie, Ben Moyer, 
Ethan Murr, Turner Duldhardt, 
Ryan Buehler
Dec. 2 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 6  
Paris: 1
Goals: Ben Wilkie, Coleton 
Benham x3 , Corbin Schmidt, 
Michael Gear 
Assists: Michael Gear, Coleton 
Benham, Ben Wilkie, Ben Moyer, 
Ethan Murr, Andrew Buehler

Novice: LL# 4
Dec. 1 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 4  
Paris: 2
Goals: Ryan Curtis x2, Will 
McDougall x2 
Assists: Ryan Curtis

Novice: AE 
Nov. 28 vs. Flamborough
Woolwich: 4  
Flamborough: 0
Goals: Lucas Carson, Sam 
Siopiolosz, Lucas Radler, Carter 
Cousineau 
Assists: Shelby Rempel, Mitchell 
Hartman, Adam Pauls, Oscar 
Fitch, Lucas Carson, Jocelyn 
Pickard
Shutout: Jordan Wang
Nov. 28 vs. Flamborough
Woolwich: 4  
Flamborough: 0
Goals: Lucas Carson, Sam 
Siopiolosz, Lucas Radler, Carter 
Cousineau 
Assists: Shelby Rempel, Mitchell 
Hartman, Adam Pauls, Oscar 
Fitch, Lucas Carson, Jocelyn 
Pickard
Shutout: Jordan Wang
Dec. 2 vs. Stoney Creek

Woolwich: 5  
Stoney Creek: 5
Goals: Lucas Carson x 3, Logan 
Beard, Adam Pauls 
Assists: Lucas Carson x 2, Carter 
Cousineau, Shelby Rempel

Novice: MAJOR A 
Dec. 1 vs. Caledon
Woolwich: 9  
Caledon: 2
Goals: Liam Eveleigh x3, AJ 
Shaw-McMahon x2, Zack Bender, 
Ian Speiran, Tyler Brezynskie, 
Sebastian Garrett 
Assists: Sebastian Garrett x4, 
Carter Rollins, Tyler Brezynskie, 
Zack Bender, Brett Moser, 
Liam Eveliegh, Mitchell Young, 
Andrew Gear 
Dec. 2 vs. Caledon
Woolwich: 8  
Caledon: 1
Goals: Tyler Brezynskie x3, Ian 
Speiran x2, Brett Moser x2, 
Carter Rollins 
Assists: AJ Shaw-McMahon 
x2, Sebastian Garrett x2, Brett 
Moser, Zack Bender, Andrew 
Gear, Sam Goebel, Ian Speiran, 
Laim Eveleigh 

Atom: LL #1
Dec. 1 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 10  
New Hamburg: 1 
Goals: Matthew Brubacher x4, 
Ben Fretz x4, William Carter, 
Kieren Oberholzer 
Assists: Connor Kroetsch x2, 
Matthew Brubacher x 3, Ian 
McGregor, Braxten Breen

Atom: LL# 3
Nov. 30 vs. LL#2
LL3: 9  
LL2:  0
Goals: Cameron Martin x3 Nate 
Curtis x2 Ben Martin x2 Jordan 
Dickieson Jesus Flores-Dyck 
Assists: Diego Flores-Dyck x2 
Cole Seabrook
Shutout: Ryan Martin
Dec. 1 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 4  
Plattsville: 1
Goals: Patrick Perry x2, Matt 
Yorke, Malcolm Sager 
Assists: Jonathon Dingelstad 
x2 , Ryan Shantz, Lucas Weber, 
Tyson Kraemer, Simon Shantz, 
Dante DelCul
Dec. 1 vs. Embro
Woolwich: 1  
Embro: 2 
Goals: Nate Curtis 

Atom: AE
Nov. 30 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 1  
Arthur: 4
Goals: Gavin Wilson 
Assists: Brendan Grant
Dec. 1 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 1  
Hespeler: 3
Goals: Eric Martin 
Assists: Nathan Snyder
Dec. 2 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 2  
Arthur: 2
Goals: Grayson McGirr, Tanner 
Mann 

PeeWee LL #1
Dec. 1 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 4  

Paris: 2
Goals: Hanna Petrosino, Simon 
Zenker x2, Jake Good
Assists:  Ryan Moser, Hanna 
Petrosino, Kyle Gingrich, Sam 
Sabean

PeeWee: AE
Nov. 13 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 1  
Oakville: 2
Goals: Kyle Bruder
Assists: Mattew MacDonald, 
Owen Lucier
Nov. 17 vs. Acton 
Woolwich: 8  
Acton: 0
Goals: Kyle Deyell x2, Matthew 
MacDonald, Ben Leaners x2, Kyle 
Deyell, Kyle Bruder x2, Noah 
Scurry, Mathew Turkalj
Assists: Riley Shantz x3, Devin 
Williams x2, Kyle Bruder, Justin 
Uhrig, Cade Schaus x2, Tim 
Mayberry, Ben Lenaers
Nov. 20 vs. Erin 
Woolwich: 5  
Erin: 0
Goals: Matthew MacDonald, 
Devin Williams x2, Bruce Martin, 
Kyle Bruder
Assists: Bruce Martin x2, Riley 
Shantz x2, Justin Uhrig, Tim 
Mayberry, John Wang
Shutout: Cal Schell
Nov. 23 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 10  
Hespeler: 2
Goals: Matthew MacDonald, 
Devin Williams, Bruce Martin, 
Cade Schaus x3, Riley Shantz x3
Assists: Ben Lenaers, Cade 
Schaus x3, Kyle Deyell, Riley 
Shantz, Justin Uhrig x2, John 
Wang x2, Bruce Martin, Mathew 
Turkalj, Tim Mayberry, Matthew 
MacDonald, Noah Scurry
Nov. 25 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 1  
Dundas: 5 
Goals: Devin Williams
Nov. 30 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 6  
Arthur: 5
Goals: Austin Whittom x2, 
Kyle Bruder, Riley Shanz, Noah 
Scurry, Devin Williams
Assists: Kyle Deyell, Devin 
Williams x2, Bruce Martin, Tim 
Mayberry, Matthew MacDonald, 
Kyle Bruder, Cade Schaus, Riley 
Shantz
Dec. 1 vs. Erin 
Woolwich: 9  
Erin: 0
Goals: Cade Schaus x5, Devin 
Williams x3, Kyle Bruder
Assists: Austin Whittom, 
Cade Schaus, Tim Mayberry 
x2, Matthew MacDonald, Kyle 
Bruder, John Wang, Bruce 
Martin, Devin Williams, Devin 
Williams,
Shutout: Cal Schell
Dec. 2 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 8  
Hespeler: 1
Goals: Matthew MacDonald, 
Devin Williams x2, Cade Schaus 
x2, Ben Lenaers, Owen Lucier, 
Riley Shantz
Assists: Cade Schausx4, Ben 
Lenaers x2, Kyle Deyell, Matthew 
MacDonald x2, Riley Shantz x2, 
Noah Scurry x2, Kyle Bruder

PeeWee: MINOR AA 
Dec. 1 vs. Ancaster
Woolwich:4  

Ancaster: 0
Goals: Eli Baldin, Nolan Hislop, 
Austin Cousineau, Josh Martin 
Assists: Brody Waters x2, Josh 
Martin, Justin Taylor, Griffen 
Rollins
Shutout: Cyrus Martin
Dec. 2 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 4  
Milton: 1
Goals: Josh Martin, Austin 
Cousineau x3
Assists: Brody Waters x2, Griffen 
Rollins, Bart Sherrer

PeeWee: MAJOR A 
Nov. 28 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 3  
Oakville: 1
Goals: Austin Cousineau x 2, 
Riley Runstedler 
Assists: Sammy Huber and 
Chase Mooder
Dec. 1 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 3  
New Hamburg: 4
Goals: Brady MacDonald, Evan 
Gowing, Riley Runstedler 
Assists: Nolan Mclaughlin, Evan 
Gowing
Dec. 2 vs. Burlington
Woolwich: 2   
Burlington: 3
Goals: Evan Gowing, Sammy 
Huber 
Assists: Daniel Carr

Bantam: LL# 1
Nov. 24 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 2  
Plattsville: 4
Goals: Jordan Luis, Nick 
Campagnolo
Assists: Nick Campagnolo, 
Adam Elliott
Dec. 1 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 4  
New Hamburg: 3
Goals: Mike Devries, Nick 
Campagnolo x2, Ryan Diemert
Assists:  Max Bender, Luke 
Devries, Adam Elliott, Keean 
Dowdall, Joe Hanley, Jordan Luis

Bantam: LL #2
Nov. 28 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 2  
Ayr: 1
Goals: Alex Metzger Jared 
Beacom 
Assists: Trent Brunkard Connor 
Atkinson Earl Schwartz Walker 
Schott

Bantam: AE 
Nov. 21 vs. Centre Wellington
Woolwich: 5  
Center Wellington: 1
Goals: Danyal Rennie x2, Nathan 
Schwarz, Connor Runstedler, 
Mathew Uhrig 
Assists: Benton Weber x2, 
Luke Charter x2, Danyal Rennie 
x2, Blake Doerbecker, Nathan 
Schwarz
Nov. 24 vs. Erin-Hillsburgh
Woolwich: 6  
Erin-Hillsburgh: 1
Goals: Connor Goss, Danyal 
Rennie x2, Connor Runstedler 
x2, Luke Charter 
Assists: Connor Runstedler, 
Nathan Schwarz (x3), Benton 
Weber, Brett Henry 
Nov. 25 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 4  
Arthur: 1
Goals: Connor Goss, Connor 
Runstedler, Daniel Gallant x2
Assists: Nathan Schwarz x2, 
Connor Goss, Benton Weber x2, 
Mathew Uhrig
Nov. 27 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 6   
Dundas: 1
Goals: Danyal Rennie, Liam 
Dickson x2, Benton Weber x2, 
Mitchell Rempel
Assists: Brett Henry, Luke 
Charter x3, Connor Runstedler 
x2, Connor Goss, Nathan 
Schwarz, Mitchell Rempel 
Dec. 1 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 13  
Hespeler: 2
Goals: Connor Runstedler x3, 
Mitchell Rempel x3, Benton 
Weber, Liam Dickson, Mathew 
Uhrig, Daniel Gallant x2, Nathan 
Schwarz, Blake Doerbecker 
Assists: Connor Goss x2, Nathan 
Schwarz x3, Mathew Uhrig 
x2, Danyal Rennie x5, Benton 
Weber x2, Daniel Gallant, Luke 
Charter

Bantam: MINOR A 
Nov. 23 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 2  
Owen Sound: 1
Goals: Jonah Boehm, Mitchell 
Newson 
Assists: Mitchell Newson
Dec. 2 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 4  
Oakville: 0
Goals: Sheldon Metzger, Mitch 
Waters, Jacob Uridil x2 

Assists: Jacob Uridil, Cameron 
Brown, Benton Weber x2, Aaron 
Logan
Shutout: Ryan Conrad

Bantam: MAJOR A 
Nov. 29 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 1  
Guelph: 3
Goals: Matheiu Fife 
Assists: Jake Lewis
Nov. 30 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 5  
Hespeler: 2
Goals: Ryley Cribbin, Daniel 
Kauth, Matheiu Fife, Jayden 
Hipel, Tyler Moser 
Assists: Jake Lewis x2, Brant 
McLaughlin x2, Kelby Martin, 
Tyler Moser, Jayden Hipel, Tyler 
Townsend, Ryley Cribbin

Midget: LL #3
Nov. 23 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 1  
Ayr:  3
Goals: Brent Fay 
Assists: Blake Cabeldu, Brad 
Talbot
Nov. 25 New Hamburg
Woolwich: 6  
New Hamburg: 4
Goals: Brent Fay x2, Brad Talbot, 
Jacob Bruder, Spencer Inglis, 
Blake Cabeldu
Assists: Blake Cabeldu x2, Brad 
Talbot x2, Josh Totzke, Mike 
Sokolowski
Dec. 1 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 6   
St. George: 2
Goals: Josh Totzke, Mike 
Sokolowski x2, Brent Fay, 
Spencer Inglis, Alex Bean
Assists: Brent Fay, Jacob Bruder 
x2, Brad Talbot x2, Spencer 
Anderson, Blake Cabeldu, Joe 
Dubue, Spencer Inglis

Midget: MINOR A 
Nov. 27 vs. Caledon
Woolwich: 5  
Caledon: 2
Goals: Josh Kueneman x4 and 
Ryley Cribbin 
Assists: Alex Uttley x5, Ryley 
Cribbin and Josh Kueneman
Nov. 28 vs. Oakville
Oakville: 3  
Woolwich: 1
Goals: Cole Conlin 

Assists: Matthew Leger and Troy 
Nechanicky

Midget: MAJOR A 
Dec. 1 vs. Caledon
Woolwich: 2  
Caledon: 2
Goals: Grant Kernick x2 
Assists: Adam Cook Evan Yantha 
Cameron Mohle
Nov. 29 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 4  
Brampton: 2
Goals: Matt Townsend Sebastian 
Huber x2 Cameron Mohle 
Assists: Tyler Mayberry Grant 
Kernick Matt Townsend Adam 
Cook Cole Lenaers

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

PeeWee: MINOR AA
Guelph Powerplay

Guelph, ON |Nov.23-25
Game 1 vs. Pickering
Woolwich: 6  
Pickering: 0
Goals: Lukas Shantz, Jake Code, 
Griffen Rollins x2, Josh Martin x2
Assists: Josh Martin, Kurtis 
Hoover x2, Sam Davidson, Owen 
Harnock, Brody Waters, Nolan 
Hislop, Justin Taylor
Shutout: Cyrus Martin
Game 2 vs. KMHA
Woolwich: 4   
KMHA: 0
Goals: Griffen Rollins, Austin 
Cousineau, Sam Davidson, Josh 
Martin 
Assists: Bart Sherrer, Justin 
Taylor x2, Brody Waters
Shutout: Riley Demers
Game 3 vs. Woodstock 
Woolwich: 4  
Woodstock: 1
Goals: Austin Cousineau x2, 
Brody Waters x2
Assists: Jake Code
Game 4 vs. Gloucester
Woolwich: 5  
Gloucester: 0
Goals: Lukas Shantz x2, Jake 
Code, Eli Baldin, Brody Waters 
Assists: Kurtis Hoover x2, Josh 
Martin x2, Eli Baldin, Griffen 
Rollins, Sam Davidson
Shutout: Riley Demers
Game 5 vs. Woodstock
Woolwich: 4  
Woodstock: 0
Goals: Sam Davidson, Jake 
Code x3

Assists: Austin Cousineau x3
Shutout: Cyrus Martin
Game 6 vs. St. Catharines
Woolwich: 5  
St. Catherines: 1
Goals: Austin Cousineau, Nolan 
Hislop, Brody Waters x3
Assists: Brody Waters, Kurtis 
Hoover, Josh Martin, Sam 
Davidson, Griffen Rollins

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL #2
Nov. 24 vs. Cambridge
Woolwich: 3  
Cambridge: 1
Goals: Payton Karn, Alison 
Martin, Braelyn MacPherson 
Assists: Braelyn MacPherson, 
Payton Karn, Alison Martin
Nov. 25 vs. Grand River
Woolwich: 1  
Grand River Mustangs: 2 
Goals: Braelyn MacPherson 
Assists: Payton Karn
Dec. 3 vs. LL #1
LL#2: 3   
LL#1: 3
Goals: Braelyn MacPhearson, M. 
McLaughlin, K. Stewart 
Assists: L. Gerth, Payton Karn

Novice: LL# 7108
Dec.  3 vs. LL #2
LL#7108: 3  
LL #2: 3
Goals: Annie Sargent, Ayla 
Brubacher x2 
Assists: Paige Woods x2, Claire 
Jacklin, Emily Sargent, Kayla 
Shantz, Madison Martin 

Atom: B 
Nov. 29 vs. Wilmont
Woolwich: 3  
Wilmont: 0
Goals: Julia, Delaney, Mya 
Assists: Delaney
Dec. 3 vs. Cambridge
Woolwich: 2 Cambridge: 0
Goals: Mya, Ella 
Assists: Abby, Sydney, Cassidy, 
Lauren

Peewee: LL
 Nov. 17 vs. Kitchener
 Woolwich: 8  

BANTAMS WIN GOLD AT KITCHENER TOURNEY

Woolwich Wild Bantam BB won gold on November 25 at the Kitchener Fallfest Tournament, beating the Stoney Creek Sabres in the final game 2-0. Back row: Brooke Mulder, Megan 
Chapman, Emily Willms, Megan Lair, Janet Bauman (assistant trainer). Middle row: Karen Martin (coach), Jennifer McDonald, Rachel Weber, Cassandra Tuffnail, Meghan Martin, Marlee 
Kernick, Sydney Meunier, Michelle Wang, Erika Morrison, Ryan Meunier (assistant coach), Leah Bauman, Rod Martin (assistant coach). Front row: Megan Harron, Corinne Roesink. 
Missing: Karen Lair (trainer). [SUBMITTED]

CONTINUED ON 
PG 14
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ATOM B GIRLS WIN GOLD IN CHATHAM

The Woolwich Wild Atom B girls came 
back from the Chatham-Kent tournament 
with their second gold of the season.  
Front row: Abby Burkholder, Ella Campbell, 
Cailyn Wilkie, Sydney Dettweiler, Hannah 
Car, Maddy Goss, Darren Wilkie. Back row: 
Rhonda Brubacher, Shawn Brubacher, 
Delaney Douglas, Cassidy Moser, Mya 
Brubacher, Ali Harnock, Julia Doerbecker, 
Alana Bauman, Lauren Schell, Chris 
Harnock.   [SUBMITTED]

NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN / STEVE GALEA

OPEN
COUNTRY

The high price of gas puts longstanding camping traditions at risk

You won’t often hear 
me participate in a conver-
sation that has nothing to 
do with hunting, fishing, 
or sexiest cartoon women 
of all time. That’s why I’m 
ashamed to admit that, 
recently, I got caught up 
in one.

“Sure, I’d like to go 
camping next spring,” I 
replied to my buddy on 
the other end of the phone 
line, “but the price of gas 
these days is ridiculous. I 
don’t think I can justify the 
expense.”

Tom agreed with me but, 
ever the optimist, offered 
another solution.

“Have you ever consid-
ered using alternate sourc-
es?” he said.

“My engine isn’t built for 
that,” I said dismissively. 
“It runs rough enough as 
it is.”

“Well,” he answered, “I 
didn’t think mine was built 
for it either, but then I gave 
broccoli a good try.”

“Really?” I said. “I heard 
that stuff makes you mis-
fire and really screws up 
your emissions.”

It took a while but he 
finally conceded my point 
and we ended our conver-
sation by agreeing that, 
if you wanted a reliable 

source of gas, nothing can 
beat a can of baked beans.

And that’s why I was 
so troubled the other day 
when I walked past them 
in the grocery store and 
saw that that this stuff was 
now well on its way to two 
dollars a can. 

Frankly, I have been 
hearing people complain 
about the price of gas for 
some time, but it wasn’t 
until I stood there looking 
at that display of baked 
beans that I realized the 
scope of this issue.

The price of gas is in-
deed getting out of reach.

At the risk of sounding 
old, I remember a time 
when you could buy three 
cans of beans for a dollar. 

Back then there were no 
emission standards either, 
so you’d get quite a bang 
for your buck. This and the 
proliferation of campfires 
is why many men of my 
generation have significant 
hair loss up front.

Of course, in those days, 
three cans was the stan-
dard ration for any week-
end camping excursion. 
After that, you would live 
off the land – which meant 
gathering berries, moss, 
cattails and then throwing 
them away once you found 
out there was a store just 
down the road.

Along with a full provi-
sion of beans, you would 
take toilet paper, a first-aid 
kit, the biggest hunting 

knife you had, a hatchet 
and not one can opener. 
Each tool had a purpose. 

The lack of can opener, 
you see, allowed you to use 
the rest of the implements 
– the hunting knife and the 
hatchet for the futile can 
opening attempt and the 
toilet paper and first-aid 
kit to staunch the bleeding.

Ah, those were magical 
times. 

These days young 
campers are faced with a 
larger challenge. Broccoli 
certainly won’t keep you 
warm on winter camping 
trips. And forcing campers 
to spend two nights in a 
tent after someone con-
sumed tofu borders on the 
inhumane.

It’s a sad state of affairs, 
I tell you. It makes me 
wonder why the camping 
supply retailers aren’t up 
in arms? I mean, you have 
to ask yourself how is the 
youth of today going to 
enjoy the full camping ex-
perience? Who can afford a 
week’s worth of beans?

Like all those others who 
complain about the price 
of gas, I see this as one of 
the major issues of our 
time. Yes, the bean com-
panies are gouging us and 
it’s time we do something 
about it.

And, after that, I’ll turn 
my scathing criticisms to 
the big, multinational oil 
companies. Have you seen 
the price of olive oil lately?

JACKS: Still plagued by illness and injuries, team now has some time to rest and recuperate

SYNCHRO: New season getting underway

FROM | 11

FROM | 11

dicative of what it should 
have been,” said head 
coach Kevin Fitzpatrick. 

The game was barely 

judges.   
Last weekend Waterloo 

Regional Synchro kicked of 
their 2012-2013 season with 
seven swimmers boasting 
two titles and podium plac-
ings. 

First on the podiums 
were 10U swimmers. 
The team’s Jadyn Brooks 
brought home the gold, 
while teammates Jaidah 
Tvrdon took silver and Cas-
sidi Clairmont went home 

two minutes old when 
Wellesley’s Troy Williams 
was fed the puck by Reid 
Denstedt for the first goal 
of the night. 

Cody Tapsell would get 

with a well deserved fourth 
place finish. The three girls 
beat out 114 competitors for 
their wins. 

Next up were  14-year-
old Kelly Thurlow, Jenna 
Schell  and Gabrielle Scott 
in what coaches called “a 
tough event” of 67 highly 
skilled competitors from all 
over the province.  The girls 
didn’t waste anytime get-
ting ahead of the competi-
tion as Thurlow snatched 
the gold, while Schell swam 
her way to a bronze and 

intermission.
In the second, Norfolk’s 

first and only goal of the 
game came off the stick of 
Tyler Jones, who scored 
on Olender at 6:39. That 

two goals midway through 
the frame, the first at 8:23 
with the help of Mark Det-
zler and Josh Lebold, and 
the second unassisted at 
13:12, making it 3-0 at the 

Scott grabbed fifth place.
Sarah Adams of the 16-20 

year-old category ended 
things off on a high note 
for the team by earning 
a fifth place finish in her 
age group before heading 
home. 

“We are looking forward 
to a great season especially 
with our younger swim-
mers. Our 10 and under and 
our 12 and under program 
has really grown. They are 
showing great promise,” 
Lindner said.

would be it for the Rebels, 
but they could take some 
consolation in just about 
matching Wellesley shot 
for shot, with 35 shots on 
net to the Jacks’ 39.

Wellesley went on to 
pepper the Rebels’ net, 
as the home team got two 
more shots through in the 
second. Shawn Fitzpatrick 
got on the board at 7:47 
followed by Andrew Moser 
at 16:53. 

The Jacks dominated 
further in the third frame, 
potting three more goals, 
two courtesy of Patrick 
Wiejak at 7:38 and 16:33, 
while Shayne Grabinski 
cemented the win with a 
final goal just prior to the 
last buzzer at 18:53. 

Wellesley had an im-
pressive run last weekend 
with just 12 players on 
the roster due to injuries 
forcing coaches to once 
more pull players from the 
Midget team. Both scored 
a goal for the team, mak-
ing coaches more optimis-
tic.  The Jacks have a break 
now, a time for the players 
to recuperate, though Jake 
Steenson will be off the ice 
for longer due to breaking 
his leg in a game against 
Ayr.

The team is back  on the 
ice December 15 to face 
Delhi, then face the Tavis-
tock Braves the following 
night. Both games are set 
for 7:30 p.m. at the Welles-
ley arena. 

Wellesley’s Connor McLeod leads a pack of players towards the puck during game action against the Norfolk Rebels  Dec. 1. The Jacks won handily, 7-1. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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ontario.ca/healthyhomes • 1-866-668-8297 • TTY 1-800-263-7776

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

The Healthy Homes Renovation Tax Credit can help.

Seniors 65 years and older and their live-in family members are eligible 
for a tax credit of up to $1,500 on home modifications that improve 
safety and accessibility – regardless of income. Eligible improvements 
include things like support bars, ramps or walk-in bathtubs. To claim 
your credit, keep your receipts for when you file your taxes.

in your home.Find
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THE SCORE CONTINUED

Kitchener: 1
Woolwich:  Brigitte Dyksterhuis, 
Dezarae Kirkey, Holly Faries, 
Jenna Duimering, Meagan 
Langer x2, Claire Robertson, 
Abby Hanley
Assists:  Gracie Durrer x2, Claire 
Robertson, Jenna Duimering, 
Jennifer Mitchell, Holly Faries
Nov. 24 vs. Cambridge
Woolwich: 2  
Cambridge: 0
Goals:  Jenna Duimering x 2 
Shutout:  Brianna Fleming
Dec. 1 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 3  
Ayr: 5
Goals:  Meagan Langer, Abby 
Hanley, Maddy Waters 
Assists: Maddy Waters, Holly 
Faries, Caylee Gallant, Meagan 
Langer, Jenna Duimering, 
Dezarae Kirkey 
Dec. 2 vs. Kitchener
Woolwich: 5  
Kitchener: 0
 Goals:  Jenna Duimering x2, 
Gracie Durrer, Dezarae Kirkey, 
Abby Hanley
 Assists: Dezarae Kirkey, Caylee 
Gallant, Maddy Waters
 Shutout:  Brianna Fleming
 

Bantam: B 
Nov. 28 vs. Grand River
Woolwich: 2  
Grand River: 3
Goals: Caitlin Pickard x2
Assists: Victoria Weber, Nicole 
Merlihan, Jaycee Kaufman
Bantam: BB 
Dec. 1vs. Cambridge

Woolwich: 6  
Cambridge: 0
Goals: Erika Morrison, Rachel 
Weber, Meghan Martin, Sydney 
Meunier, Brooke Mulder x2
Assists: Leah Bauman, Jen 
McDonald

Midget: B 
Nov. 28 vs. Milverton
Woolwich: 2  
Milverton: 1
Goals: Randi Paul, Gillian 
Olsthoorn 
Assists: Michelle Bauman, 
Natasha Runstedler, Jennifer 
Norris

HOCKEY  
TOURNAMENTS

Atom: B
Chatham Outlaw

Chatham, ON |Nov. 30-Dec. 2
Game 1 vs. Troy
Woolwich: 7   
Troy: 0
Goals: Alana, Mya x 3, Delaney, 
Maddy x 2 
Assists: Hannah Maddy, Cassidy, 
Ali, Alana x 2, Delaney
Game 2  vs. Livonia
Woolwich: 2  
Livonia: 0
Goals: Alana, Mya 
Game 3 vs. Livonia
Woolwich: 4  
Livonia: 0
Goals: Maddy, Mya x 2, Delaney 
Assists: Alana x 2, Mya, Sydney, 
Ali
Game 4 vs. Vicotry
Woolwich: 8  

Vicotry: 0
Goals: Mya x 2, Delaney, Ella x 2, 
Sydney, Cassidy, Alana 
Assists: Ella, Mya x 2, Alana x2, 
Delaney x 2, Abby, Hannah, 
Maddy, Sydney, Ali

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

Novice: LL# 2
Dec. 1 vs. Ayr
Twin Centre: 8 
Ayr: 0
Goals: Braydon Skipper x3, 
Thomas Eggert x3, Jaxsen 
Lubbers x2 
Assists: Toby Byrd x3, Jaxsen 
Lubbers 
Shutout: Alan Duckworth

Atom: LL# 1
Nov. 24 vs. Paris
Twin Centre: 8  
Paris: 2
Goals: Jack Wolf x3, Dawson 
Stevenson x3, Connall Gillett x2 
Assists: Dawson Stevenson x3, 
Jack Wolf x3, Jayden Palermo 
x2, Connal Gillett, Isiah Siewart, 
Reid Henderson
Nov. 25 vs. Ayr
Twin Centre: 8 
Ayr: 3
Goals: Ben Bauer x2, Jayden 
Palermo x2, Will Edwards, Colby 
VanBargen, Connall Gillett, 
Jack Wolf 
Assists: Reid Henderson, 
Ben Bauer, Josh Carere, Isiah 
Siewart, Christopher Jones, 
Jayden Palermo, Connall Gillett, 
Jack Wolf
Dec. 1 vs. Embro

Twin Centre: 2 
Embro: 5  
Goals: Ben Bauer, Jack Wolf 
Assists: Jayden Palermo, Josh 
Carere

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Atom: REP 
Dec. 1 vs. Kitchener
Twin Centre: 1 
Kitchener: 1
Goals: Jordyn Torti 
Assists: Kara Mark

Bantam: LL
 Dec. 1 vs. Woolwich
 Twin Centre: 2   
Woolwich: 0
 Goals: Hannah Charlton, 
Natalee Dietz
Assists: Shaylyn Jones, Leah 
Sebben
Shutout: Riley Barnhardt

Midget: B
 Dec. 1 vs. Zorra
 Twin Centre: 3   
 Zorra: 3
 Goals:  Mackenzie VanBargen, 
Jessica MacLaughlin, Lauren 
Brick
Assists: Rebecca Giovaniello x 2, 
Lauren Brick
 

PeeWee: LL 
Dec. 1 vs. Waterloo
Twin Centre: 2 
Waterloo: 4  
Goals: Grace Kalbfleisch x2 
Assists: Kira Schneider, Kate  Seip

KINGS: Cambridge visits on Sunday afternoon
FROM | 11

that they were in the game 
that the more confidence 
they would have so we 
wanted to come out and 
have a good start,” DeSilva.

The strategy worked, as 
his boys came through with 
four consecutive goals in 
about three minutes. 

First on the scoreboard 
was Adam Dauda at 8:59. 
The Kings spent most of 
their time close to the op-
position’s net with a couple 
of breakaways that were 
thwarted in seconds by the 
boys in green and yellow. 
Justin Cooke potted the 
second at 11:04, followed 
in close succession by Wei-
dner at 11:15 and Rob Kohli 
a minute later at 12:15.

The home side went into 
the first intermission up 
4-0.

Campbell got another 
one for the Kings at 6:07 
of the second, with assists 
from Seraphim and Cooke, 
before the Hurricanes 
managed their first and 
only goal a minute later at 
7:01 off the stick of Craig 
Martini.  

Elmira’s Zac Coulter 
would earn a tricky goal 
as he came up on the left 
of the net to score on the 
goalie’s stick side. In the 

next seven minutes both 
teams battled for points 
as Guelph regrouped and 
started their own attack on 
the Kings’ net. 

Elmira collected some 
time in the penalty box in 
this game too, for a total of 
34 minutes while the Hur-
ricanes received 7. 

Weidner would finish the 
frame with a goal at 16:51.

The only scoring play of 
the final 20 minutes came 
at 8:42 courtesy of Camp-
bell. Guelph put up the 
10 of their 21 shots in the 
third, to no avail. The Kings 
racked up 23, for a total of 
58.

DeSilva was happy to see 
his players stick with the 
system.

“Tonight it wasn’t point 
night, it was focus on 
systems night and if they 
wouldn’t focus on it they 
wouldn’t play. They fo-
cused on systems tonight, 
they did a very good job. 
As a result, they were re-
warded for it.” 

This weekend, the Kings 
are in Stratford Friday 
night before returning to 
the warm embrace of the 
home crowd at the Dan 
Snyder Arena to face the 
Cambridge Winter Hawks 
in a 2 p.m. matinee. 

Brady Campbell and Jake Weidner go for the puck with Guelph on their heels.   
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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GRAND
RE-OPENING

128 Wellington St N, Drayton

Come see  our  new show 
room &  re-bu i l t  fac i l i t y

En joy  co f fee  &  donuts

Meet  our  s ta f f

Ente r  our  d raw fo r  a  
c rok ino le  board You’re invited to our

Date: Dec 15, 1−5:30 

Come visit your Premium 
 Kitchen & Bath Builders

A GENUINE LEADER IN SERVICE, VALUE AND ADVICE.

AT PARTICIPATING
STORES

THE SEASONS ARE CHANGING. YOUR TIRES SHOULD TOO.

519-669-3232 35 Howard Avenue, ELMIRA, ON

519-638-3413 8360 - 8th Conc., MOOREFIELD, ON

Altimax Arctic
High performance at low temperatures
Natural rubber for exceptional cold weather flexibility
Improved handling and traction on snow and ice

ELMIRA, ON  |  519-669-3232 
 

 

Feed
thesoil

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste

Don’t waste another day!
Use the green bin.

Don’t waste another day!
Use the green bin and 
blue box.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste

Don’t
feed

landfill
the

• Full Esthetic 
   Services
• Shellac Manicures 
   Available
• Eminence Organic 
   Skin Care

Offering:

519-500-69282 Finch Place, Elmira, ON | 

As seen on Dragon’s Den

“Freetoes”
Have Arrived!

Great for Stockings!

OBSERVERXTRA.COM
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W.C. BROWN & SONS
Uptown Elmira | 519-669-1152

www.BrownsMenswear.com

YEARS
IN BUSINESS

Plus We Pay
the HST

* Some exclusions apply.

Shop early to get the best 
selection for the men on your list!

DailyDraws untillDec. 24th

Celebrating

CHRISTMAS STORE HOURS:
M-W   9-6   |   TH-F  9-8   |  SAT  9-5   |   SUN  11-4

ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

519-664-2400

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 
BASKETS, WICKER TRAYS AND 

OUR “BIG BOX OF NUTS”

GIFT BOXESGIFT BOXES
Including Vic Gibbons print 

“Early Snow” - Gift Packages to suit 
all tastes and prices

Season’s 
Greetings
Season’s 

Greetings 519-669-1561
1-800-665-1561
6805 Line 86W
Elmira, Ontario

WATCH FOR 
POSTED 
SAFETY 
SIGNS!

SALES & SERVICE

Stocked with Everything You Need for the Christmas Season!

Toys • Clothing • Gloves • Collectables •  Hats •  Coats

©2010 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC.

Located on the Corner of Line 86 and the Floradale Road   

Happy Holidays FromHappy Holidays From

*Ask your dealer for more details. On select models only. Taxes, freight, PDI extra. On approved credit.
Specifications and design subject to change without notice. 

CELEBRATE WINTER!CELEBRATE WINTER!

OR

cash back in lieu

of financing*

(on select models only)
Promotion ends January 7th, 2013

(on select models only)

FREE
DELIVERY

54 YEARS IN BUSINESS
1205 King Street, N., St. Jacobs
519.664.2226 | 519.664.3400
Fax: 519.664.3889 | www.fairwaylumber.ca

OPEN TO SERVE YOU: Mon.-Fri. 7:00-5:00; Saturdays  8-Noon; Sunday Closed for family day

SALE ENDS
DEC. 24

25%
OFF
25%
OFF

LAST MINUTE
CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING

LAST MINUTE
CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING

Many more last-minute
Christmas ideas for the
HOME Handyman.
In stock items only

.85.85¢¢
Sq. Ft.

Cambridge Oak

2.50
$$

Sq. Ft.

Gunstock Oak

OAK LAMINATE FLOORING

2.50

All Latex
Interior Paint

Congratulations to
W.C. Brown & Sons

Men’s Clothier
on 90 years of success!

Store wide
Anniversary Sale On Now!

Shop early for the best selection

S.Cohen Suits, Blazers & Sport Jackets
Made In Canada

W.C. BROWN & SONS
Men’s Clothier

18-24 Arthur St. Elmira, ON
519-669-1152 | www.BrownsMensWear.com

COMPUTERS | LAPTOPS | SAME DAY SERVICE

Assorted HP Wireless
Printers* 50% OFF

• Intel Core 2 duo 2.0
• 2 GB Ram
• 160 GB Hard drive
• DVD burner
• Windows XP Professional

Wrap up a
this Christmas!

$199
• Intel Core 2 duo 2.6
• 4 GB Ram
• 160 GB Hard drive
• DVD burner
• Windows 7

$299

ELMIRA LOCATION
112 Bonnie Crescent
Elmira  |  519-669-5551

FERGUS LOCATION
920 St. David St. N., (Hwy 6)
Fergus  |  519-787-0006

*I
n-

sto
ck

 p
rin

te
rs 

on
ly.

Tower

GIFTIDEAS
THE HOLIDAYS ARE JUST AROUND THE CORNER! BE SURE TO GET THE PERFECT 

PRESENT FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR HOLIDAY LIST AT THESE LOCAL STORES.
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSPRODUCTIVITY / LOST TIME

Sick? You should stay at home

It’s too bad that do-
mestic production disas-
ters in one country lead to 
export opportunities for 
others. Without a doubt, 
in this equation, someone 
loses and someone else 
inadvertently gains at their 
expense. 

In agriculture, that’s just 
the way it is, particularly 
now that we’re firmly en-
sconced in a global market. 
A crop failure somewhere 
creates an opening else-
where. Inevitably, farmers 
fortunate enough to have 
a harvest fill the vacuum 
created by those who don’t. 
Crop or livestock woes be 
damned – people still need 
to eat. 

And that’s the way it is 
this year, in the world of 
wine. Production woes be 
damned – people still want 
to drink. 

But who will fill their 
glasses? Weather damage 
to vineyards in some of 
the world’s largest wine 
regions is severe. Italy, 
Argentina, Spain, New 
Zealand and Hungary 
have all been hit. Produc-
tion is down 20 per cent 
in France. Increases have 
been realized only in Por-
tugal and Greece. 

That’s impacting the 
global supply wine, drain-
ing what the sector calls 
the “wine lake.” And it’s 
predicted this situation 

Perfect storm 
will deliver 
Ontario wine 
to the world

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 19

Spreading cold or flu around the workplace can come at a high cost to productivity and pocketbook

FLU | 19

Ever gone to work 
sneezing and wheezing? 
You’re obviously not doing 
yourself any favours. Nor 
are you doing any for ev-
erybody else at the office, 
as you’re quite likely to 
spread the cold or flu bug.

Prompting the sickies to 
stay at home is the impe-
tus of the Ontario Medical 
Association’s “Snot’s Not 
Hot” campaign, launched 
this month in response to 
warnings influenza cases 
are on the rise this season.

At the Woolwich Com-
munity Health Centre, 
director of clinical services 
Jan Inguanez encourages 
residents to get the influ-
enza vaccine, noting that 
during the flu season pa-
tients are not the only ones 
worrying about illness. 
Medical practitioners and 
staff in general have to take 
extra care not to get sick in 
their own workplace. 

“Certainly health care 
providers are always deal-
ing with unwell people, 
so spreading disease is 
always a primary concern. 
Probably the biggest thing 
is hand washing. Most 
healthcare providers in 
the winter, their hands are 
almost raw from washing 
their hands before and af-
ter they see a patient,” she 
said. 

Worries about spreading 
the flu are just as relevant 
in other workplaces, as 
well. A Queen’s University 
study released last year 
shows the effects the flu 
season can have on the 
adult workforce, with sig-
nificant emphasis placed 
on the time and money 

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Nurse Joanne Pfaffinger holds up a thermometer that gets plenty of use at the Woolwich Community Health Centre in St. Jacobs during cold and flu 
season. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

FIELD
NOTES

spent on visits to the doc-
tor and medications, as 
well as the overall loss of 
productivity.

Working with data from 
80 published clinical trials, 
studies and research proj-
ects representing the work 
of more than 300 research-
ers from some 100 univer-
sities and institutions, the 
Queen’s researchers found 
significant costs associated 
with cold and flu illnesses. 
In the U.S., the cost of sick 
workers was pegged at $25 
billion, for instance.

In Canada, we spend 
$300 million a year on 
over-the-counter cold 
and flu treatments and 
prescription antibiotics 
which, for the most part, 
neither “... ameliorate 
symptoms nor change the 
course of the illnesses.”

Clearly an ounce of 
prevention is worth much 
more than a pound of cure.

The study highlights the 
great importance of pre-
ventative methods and the 
toll sickness can take on 
industries should workers 
continue to get out of bed 
when they get seriously ill. 

The study finds that a 
third of Canadians has a 
sore throat, flu or cold at 
any given time during the 
year and one fifth of Cana-
dians ignore symptoms en-
tirely, with illnesses being 
more common in women 
than men. Also, two-thirds 
of Canadian adults experi-
encing early signs of a cold 
or flu are likely to engage 
in some form of self-treat-
ment.

On the local front medi-
cal practitioners are urging 
residents to treat them-
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will ultimately raise prices 
of wine from the affected 
countries. 

Corroborating this story 
is the International Orga-
nization of Vine and Wine, 
an intergovernmental orga-
nization which deals with 
the technical and scientific 
aspects of viticulture and 
winemaking. It’s estimat-
ing global wine production 
will fall to its lowest level 
in nearly 40 years, with 
production said to be down 
the equivalent of 1.3 billion 
bottles. 

selves with care as Water-
loo Region had an early 
start on flu season starting 
this October when the first 
two cases of illness were 
confirmed. This seems to 
be consistent with provin-
cial records with a total of 
seven cases confirmed in 
Ontario as early as Septem-
ber 15.

“If we have patients 
coming in that potentially 
have symptoms that are 
influenza-like they’re re-

quired to wear a mask,” 
Inguanez said, adding that 
medical offices are often 
“hyper-diligent” about the 
prevention of the spread 
because of the environ-
ment they work in. 

“Certainly this time of 
year we know it’s a con-
cern. I know that our ill-
ness rates have actually 
been a little bit higher in 
the past couple of weeks, 
mimicking the region’s 
influenza stats. Hopefully 
the combination of hav-
ing the flu vaccine, having 

good hand hygiene and 
methods of trying to avoid 
contamination our staff 
can hopefully stay well.”

Doctors in Ontario are 
renewing their call for all 
residents to take care dur-
ing what may become a 
robust flu season using the 
OMA’s “Snot’s Not Hot” 
campaign as one outlet 
used to educate and bring 
the issue and encourage 
the province’s workers to 
stay home when they are 
contagious and feeling 
sick.

That’s massive. Experts 
are warning of a wine 
shortage. 

Now, shift your thoughts 
to Canada. Against the 
murky global backdrop 
of shortages and failed 
harvests emerges Ontario, 
which is wonderfully posi-
tioned as the darling of the 
2012 global wine crop. Last 
week the Grape Growers of 
Ontario announced their 
members would realize a 
record 2012 grape harvest. 
The Niagara-based orga-
nization reports that the 
near-perfect hot and dry 

coming year are high, as we 
expect a stellar 2012 vin-
tage,” says Curtis Fielding 
of Fielding Estate Winery 
in Beamsville, the 2012 
Grape King. So besides 
there being an abundance 
of Ontario wine, it should 
be high in quality as well. 

Grape Growers of On-
tario chair Bill George says 
this harvest, along with the 
global wine shortage, has 
producers optimistic that 
2013 will bring more wine 
lovers than ever to Ontario 
wines. The chances of new 
customers’ experiences be-

summer produced some of 
the highest-quality grapes 
ever seen. All this, despite a 
growing season that started 
with one of the earliest 
springs in memory and the 
risk of severe spring frost 
damage. 

Ontario got extremely 
lucky. The 2012 harvest is 
reported at a record 65,800 
tonnes of grapes, valued at 
more than $88.3 million. 
And fruit quality contin-
ues to exceed all industry 
standards, say the grape 
growers. 

“Our expectations for the 

ing positive are enhanced if 
they get wine made to meet 
Vintners Quality Alliance 
(popularly known as VQA) 
standards, indicated by a 
VQA symbol on the bottle. 
It’s an accurate indicator of 
the bottle’s contents. 

Speaking of which, 
Mother Nature will get 
all the credit for the 2012 
Ontario harvest and the 
grapes that vintners turn 
into wine. But the reality 
is there probably wouldn’t 
have been a harvest this 
year without research 
and innovation. That’s 

what helped protect and 
improve its quality – for 
example, early warning 
systems and wind ma-
chines buffered Ontario’s 
vineyards from a killer late 
spring frost. 

Other factors contrib-
uted to success too, includ-
ing a warmer relationship 
between growers and the 
LCBO which after much 
prodding appears to be try-
ing harder to feature On-
tario products. And just in 
time: with a world shortage 
upon us, it’s Ontario’s turn 
to shine.

ROBERTS: With bumper crop of high-quality grapes, Ontario vineyards expect a great year
FROM | 18

FLU: Staying at home could help prevent spread 
of sickness, as particularly bad season expected

FROM | 18

Last Name,First NameBirth Date  |  TownParents Names

Babies
YEAR!

2012

of the

$35.00
+hst

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

Full colour photo of your little one in the  January 5, 2013 edition.
Deadline for submission January 2nd, 2013 

BOOK EARLY. EMAIL PHOTOS & CAPTION INFORMATION TO: 

ADS@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM

Pfaffinger and nurse Paula Ballak encourage locals to get the flu vaccine this winter. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / PAYING TRIBUTE

Playing to the enduring appeal 
of four lads from Liverpool
A theatrical show that captures the sound and look of the band, Beatlemania Revisited hits the stage in Maryhill on Sunday

STEVE KANNON

The Commercial Tav-
ern is a long way from Ed 
Sullivan’s stage, but it will 
be home to a little taste of 
Beatlemania Sunday after-
noon, courtesy of a tribute 
show that covers the life 
and times of possibly the 
greatest and most popular 
band ever.

One of the most com-
mercially successful and 
critically acclaimed acts in 
music history, The Beatles 
recordings have sold more 
than one billion units, ac-
cording to Guinness World 
Records. Originally formed 
in 1960, the group devel-
oped their musical skills 
and reputation through 
extensive live perfor-
mances that culminated 
into riotous enthusiasm by 
screaming fans wherever 
they went, a phenomenon 
known as Beatlemania.

The performers on stage 
in Maryhill tomorrow 
will be looking bring that 
phenomenon back to life. 
All songs in “Beatlemania 
Revisited” are performed 
note for note by the cast 
members who are fur-
ther augmented with full 
costumes, vintage instru-
ments and equipment.

The group of perform-
ers has been together for 
about two years, starting 
out in a dinner theatre 
play about the Beatles.

“It’s morphed off of that 
into a unique show about 
the Beatles, including the 
stories behind the songs,” 
explained producer Bill 
Culp.

From Beatle wigs to 
Beatle boots, with costume 
changes that draw on the 
Ed Sullivan days and the 
later Shea Stadium concert 
captured on film, the show 

attempts to capture the 
energy that made the four 
lads from Liverpool inter-

national sensations.
“They’re trying to recre-

ate the vibe of the band 

live,” he explained.
This theatrical show 

features a combination 

of European and North 
American cast members 
in the roles of John, Paul, 

George and Ringo. Lead-
ing the cast is Yuri Pool, 
who has been hailed by 
Beatles promoter Sid 
Bernstein as “The best 
McCartney vocalist in the 
world today.” Ringo Starr 
will be played by UK na-
tive Mark Matthews, now a 
Canadian citizen and 2010 
Juno Award winner, while 
Rob Kay, best known for 
his work with Herman’s 
Hermits, stars as George 
Harrison. European Colum 
Henry plays John Lennon.

The evening focuses 
on the actual live perfor-
mances of the Beatles, 
kicking off with their 
famous 1964 appearance 
on the Ed Sullivan televi-
sion show and includes 
hit songs from every era 
of The Beatles’ extensive 
catalogue. In total, more 
than 30 Beatles songs 
are featured throughout 
the evening, including “I 
Wanna Hold Your Hand,” 
“Ticket to Ride,” “Yester-
day,” “Penny Lane,” “A 
Hard Day’s Night,” and 
“Hey Jude,” amongst the 
many audience favourites.

For some of the more 
orchestral songs in the 
later recordings – think 
of the distinctive piccolo 
opening to “Penny Lane,” 
for instance – and the live 
show, a keyboard player 
will augment the sound, 
but will be tucked away 
behind the equipment – 
this is no place for another 
fifth Beatle.

Beatlemania Revisited 
takes to the stage at the 
Commercial Tavern Sun-
day (December 9) at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $20, available 
at the venue, 1303 Maryhill 
Rd., or by calling 519-648-
3644. For more informa-
tion, visit www.commer-
cialtavern.ca.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

IN PRINT. ONLINE. IN PICTURES. IN DEPTH.

Beatlemania Revisited, a theatrical show capturing the energy of a live Beatles concert, comes to the Commercial Tavern in Maryhill on Sunday afternoon. [SUBMITTED]
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ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9
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HELP WANTED

ELMIRA DONUT & Deli is 
looking for a person to help 
with kitchen work & also 
serve customers. Starting 
in the new year, Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday. Apply in 
person or call 519-669-5353, 
ask for Sarah. 

HELP WANTED

TWO PART TIME delivery 
drivers needed for Kitchener, 
Waterloo, Guelph, Cam-
bridge and Elmira areas. Two 
days a week, heavy lifting 
required. Apply in person to 
Stemmler’s 3031 Lobsinger 
Line, Heidelberg.

WORK 
WANTED

EXPERIENCED BOOKKEEPER 
IS looking for a few extra 
hours per week. Skilled in 
QuickBooks and Simply 
Accounting or open to learn-
ing your system; structured 
to work from my home or 
available to travel to your 
place of work. If interested, 
please contact me via email 
at takethepressureoff@ 
sympatico.ca

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

GIVE THE GIFT of Music this 
Christmas! Guitar & Bass 
Lessons, musical instruments 
& accessories. Gift Certificates 
available. Call 519 -669-5885. 

FOR SALE

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 519-
669-1381. CHRISTMAS SALE 
Dec. 1-29. Closed Sun & mon. 
Open Dec. 24 till 4:00 p.m. 
Free coffee & doughnuts Dec. 
13 & 14, open late on Dec. 14 
till 9:00 p.m. 5% off grocer-
ies excluding baking, dairy 
& eggs. 10% off candy. 10% 
off all fabrics; 50% selected 
fabrics. 10% off throughout 
rest of store excluding mens 
and ladies coats. 20% off in 
stock china ware sets. 10% 
china ware sets ordered in 
December. Check out our 
NEW line of Walther-Glas 
dishes. Holiday hours: Closed 
Dec. 25, 26, 30, 31, Jan. 1,2,3.

NEW ITEMS ADDED DAILY! 
Visit our 2nd floor clearance 
centre for mega deals on 
hand tools, small appli-
ances, artwork, home-decor, 
lighting, paint sundries, and 
so much more. All at least 
35-50% off retail prices. 
Elmira Home Hardware. 
OPEN Mon Fri 8 a.m. - 8 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. & Sun 
noon - 5 p.m.

AUCTIONS

SAT. DEC 8 at 10:00 AM - 
Property auction of a 4 
bedroom 2 storey brick 
house located in a highly 
sought after area of town 
to be held at 399 Dunvegan 
Dr. in Waterloo off Lexington 
for Bill Tregunna and Arlene 
Zimmerman. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. 519-656-3555 www.jant-
ziauctions.com

WED. DEC 12 at 10:00 AM - 
Auction sale of antiques; col-
lectables; household effects; 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Waterloo 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Household 
effects, antiques and miscel-
laneous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley or 2 miles north 
of Phillipsburg on Thursday, 
December 20th at 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. $65.00/
face cord. 4-ft Wallenstein 
wood splitter for rent. Isaac 
Martin, 851 Sandyhills Dr. 519-
669-9332.

HELP WANTED

ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH, 
Conestogo, is looking for 
an office assistant and a 
bookkeeper. Both posi-
tions average approxi-
mately 1/2 day per week. 
Please email resume to  
stmconestogo@rogers.com

CHILD CARE 
REQUIRED

ATTENTION LADIES AGES 
15 - 60. I need help with 
my kids on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. Kids attend 
John Mahood Public. Please 
call Jen at 519-669-9630 or 
email jenjodney@hotmail.
com

FOR SALE

CLOSING SALE - ending 
December 15, 2012. Every-
thing must go. Lots of great 
deals. Dis N Dat Treasures, 15 
Dunke St. N. Elmira. Thurs. 11 
4:30, Fri. 10 - 6, Sat. 10 4.

HEATER - DIRECT Vent. 
Natural gas with fan/vent 
kit. 17,500 BTUH, low hrs. 
Size 26”h 24”w 12”d. Beige 
colour, like new. $325.00. 
519-669-2362.

MILKING COW(S) SUIT-
ABLE for hand milking. Ph  
519-664-1937.

OLDER KENMORE SEWING 
machine in cabinet. $75.00 
o.b.o. 519-669-0132.

FIREWOOD

SEASONED FIREWOOD ALL 
Hardwood cut & split $70.00 
a face cord, picked up, no 
deliveries. 519-580-2607. 
Quantity discounts.

RENTALS

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 
for rent. No pets, no smoking. 
References required. $700/
month. 519-669-5751.

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE - 1.5 Acres ser-
viced lot, currently zoned 
C2, quanzant shed 100’x22’ 
located on property with 
40’x22’ off the shed being 
insulated, oil fired furnace, 
10’ insulated roll up door. For 
more information please call 
519-654-2695.

FOR SALE - 100’x100’ serviced 
building lot Moorefield. 
Please call 519-654-2695 for 
more information.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

FOR SALE OR Rent - 2500 
sq’ Industrial Shop, 400 sq’ 
office, 3 phase hydro, gas 
burner in-floor heat, 16’ & 
14’ insulated overhead doors, 
2 washrooms, kitchenette, 
storage mezzanine, located 
in Moorefield. Please call 
519-654-2695 for more infor-
mation.

COMING 
EVENTS

CHRISTMAS CRAFT OPEN 
House. Wreaths, arrange-
ments etc. 13 Flamingo Dr. 
Elmira. Sat. Dec. 8, 10:00 a.m. 
- 4:00 p.m.

ONE STOP CHRISTMAS Shop 
craft and gift show. Decem-
ber 8th 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Lions Hall, 40 South St. W, 
Elmira. 40 unique vendors - 
gifts, crafts, jewellery, baby 
apparel, candles, baked 
goods, and tone more! Get 
you Christmas shopping 
done early! Free admission. 
Door prizes.

HELP WANTED AUCTIONSHELP WANTED

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Construction or
Industrial Millwrights
3-4 Years Experience
Assets: 
• Arc Welding
• Blueprint Reading 
• Agricultural background 
• Leadership Ability
• Must be able to pass CWB Welding Test
   SMAW all position 

 
WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com

FOR LOCAL & LONG 
DISTANCE LIVESTOCK   

Competitive wages & benefits.

Please contact:
Gary@thurtransport.com or 

Call 519-577-2072 (cell) 
          519-669-3991 (office)

AZ & DZ DRIVERS NEEDED

10501 S1 AMI Ad 2.4725x5.5 CMYK Outlines Aug9-10.indd   110/08/2010   11:39:23 AMWOOLWICH
YOUTH SOCCER
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR

Woolwich Youth Soccer is hiring an 

Office Administrator. 

Interested parties should submit

resumes by Dec. 15. Please submit to 

P.O. Box 301, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z7. 

Hours may vary according to time of year. 

SALE CONSISTS OF: Furniture Pcs, ; T. 
V. Stands; Electric Piano; Dishwashers, 
OTR Microwaves, Dryers; Large Skid Lots 
of Misc, Skid Lots of Clothing; Household 
Items; T.V.’s &  Ass’t. Electronics; Water 
Filters; Vaccumes; Watches; Pcs of 
Swar; Kid's & Adult Clothing; Bedding; 
Books; Consumer Goods; Plus a Very 
Large Selection of Other Misc. Items. 
Note: This is a very large offering and 
There will be 2 auctioneers selling.      
 
LUNCH BOOTH 
TERMS: Cash, Interac, Visa, M.C.   NOTE: 
Clothes will be sold in large lots, list subject 
to additions & deletions. Viewing from 4:00 
P.M. day of sale. Owner or auctioneer not 
responsible for accidents day of sale. 

AT GRAY’S AUCTION & LIQUIDATION CENTRE,
1 MI. W. OF HARRISTON CRN OF

HWY’S # 23 & 87

MONDAY, DEC. 10th, AT 5:30 P.M.

AUCTIONEERS: 
GRAY’S AUCTION SERVICE INC.,

HARRISTON | (519) 338-3722
LICENSED & BONDED

AUCTION SALE
OF CONSUMER GOODS 
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519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
(519)669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

Quality Collision Service

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira 
519.669.5313

Mon.-Tues. 3pm-6pm | Wed.-Fri. Noon-6pm
Saturday 9-5 | Sunday Noon-3pm

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

CUSTOM TARPS,
COVERS & REPAIRS

MAR-TARP

GRAIN/ FORAGE BOX • TRUCK • TRAILER • BOAT 
AWNINGS •  STORAGE COVERS AND MORE!

(519) 698-2754
ivan@aaronmartin.com

4445 Posey Line Wallenstein ON.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements 
Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

CUSTOM MACHINING
CNC LATHES • CNC MILLS
CNC BRAKE • PLASMA &

LASER CUTTING

We do small jobs
with fast turnaround

Martin Machining
Linwood, Ontario

(519) 698-2283

WE’RE AT YOUR
SERVICE.

We specialize in getting the 
word out. Advertise your 
business services here. 
Get weekly exposure with 
fantastic results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.
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Custom 
Window 

Coverings

Shutters • Draperies  
Wood Blinds

Honeycomb Shades
Roller Shades

Woven Wood and 
More!Each Franchise Independently Owned and Operated

(519)746-3498
www.budgetblinds.ca

Expert-Fit Measuring and
Installation Included.

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, 
today 519.669.9081 mobile: 519.505.0985
fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- Trail Maintenance and Development 
- Wooded Lot Thinning  
- Pasture Reclaimation 
- Orchard Maintenance
- Industrial Lots 
- Real Estate Lots

OFFERING A QUICK AND 
EASY WAY TO RECLAIM 

UNUSED LAND
Got long grass? Our tracked skid steer 

equipped with a forestry brush mower can 
handle ANY long grass!

All other 
tracked skid 

steer services 
are available

• Lawn Mowing Packages 
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding  
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

•  Snow Plowing & Ice Control
•  Tractor Snowblowing

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

IMPROVEMENT IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT

(1800 Gallon Residential)

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops • Decks & 
Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks • 

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Lawrence Metzger (226) 789-7301
Wallenstein, ON

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

CFB
BACKHOE SERVICES

No job too small. Mini
Excavator
Available

• Specializing in farm drainage repair/installation
• Footing / cellar / eavestrough / drains
• Stump removal

6656 Sideroad 19 | RR#2 Wallenstein  ON  N0B 2S0
Call Clare at 519-669-1752

FOR
RENT

•Tamper (Jumping Jack)
•Power Drain Cleaner (Electric Snake)

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

 

 

 

   

Our Team will meet your Needs and fulfill your Dreams

$359,900$359,900

Elmira - Backing onto farmland! Open welcoming 
front entrance to this, like new, open concept 
home. The main floor is bright and airy featuring: 
large breakfast bar, powder room, main floor 
laundry and is carpet free. The second floor is 
carpet free, master bedroom complete with walk 
in closet and spa like ensuite. Appliances are 
included. MLS 1241487. Call Alli or Paul direct.

PRIME LOCATION! 

   

Elmira - A perfect family home located on a mature 
treed lot complete with shed and detached garage. 
This 2 storey, 3 bedroom home features a finished rec 
room, separate dining room, and main floor family 
room with sliders to large wrap around deck.  New 
main floor and rec room windows excluding living 
room. All appliances included with the exception of 
freezer. MLS 1237778. Call Alli or Paul direct.

RARE FIND!!
$249,000$249,000

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

$500.00
DONATION

will be made to WCS Family 
Violence Prevention Program 
with every home bought or 
sold by Paul, Alli or Bill in

Woolwich.

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

OUTSTANDING 

AGENTS.  

OUTSTANDING 

RESULTS.
Elmira - This semi is only steps to downtown!  
Fantastic hardwood floors, high ceilings, original built 
in cupboards and trim provide charm and character.  
Bright spacious kitchen with walkout to sun porch. 
Featuring; large front porch, carpet free, 3 bedrooms, 
living room, family room and lots of parking. MLS 
1237444. Call Alli or Paul direct.

VERY AFFORDABLE!

$345,000$345,000

Elmira - Fantastic Layout in this bright home!  
Modern colours & décor throughout.  Hardwood 
floors in the lg open living room & master bedrm.  
Eat-in kitchen w/slider to deck overlooking green 
space.  Convenient upper floor laundry w/lg window. 
Finished basement w/slider walkout to back yard. 
Large 1.75 garage (18x20ft). MLS 1241698. Call Alli or 
Paul direct.

IN BY CHRISTMAS

$219,900$219,900

Floradale - 1866 sq.ft. home in Floradale with 
a large lot backing onto green belt. This 
century home is one of Floradale's originals. 
This home is priced right for a young family 
and has great potential . Close to Floradale 
School and the park. 20 min to K-W. MLS 
1241726. Call Alli or Bill direct.

SPACIOUS TWO STOREY

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

$354,900$354,900

Elmira - Century home boasting original woodwork 
and hardwood throughout, 9ft ceilings, and pocket 
doors. spacious main bath and bedrooms with 
bonus room off master. Fully finished attic with 
skylights and gas fireplace. Within walking distance 
to all amenities. Detached workshop. MLS 1241191 
Call Alli or Paul direct.

CHARMING AND UNIQUE!

$500,000$500,000
St. Clements - A great opportu-
nity to purchase a 18.2 acre lot 
only minutes from K-W. Future 
development potential. Located 
on Park St. St. Clements across 
for the Soccer field. MLS 
1244345 Call Bill Direct.

18.2 ACRE LOT

OPEN HOUSE Sat. Dec 8,  2-4pm
56 Memorial Ave., Elmira

 

$269,900$269,900

Elmira - This meticulously kept 3 bedroom, 3 
bathroom semi is complete with second floor 
laundry, Large master bedroom with ensuite 
bath, Finished basement featuring a gas 
fireplace, patio door walkout from the kitchen 
to back deck leading to a fully fenced 
backyard, complete with shed. MLS 1247049. 
Call Alli or Paul direct.

FAMILY READY! 
$379,000$379,000

Elmira - This 3 bedroom, 4 bathroom open concept 
home is waiting for you!  Great eat-in kitchen with 
many cupboards overlooking office and large living 
room with wood fireplace.  French door walk-out to 
attractive deck. Master bedroom complete with 
walk-in closet and ensuite with Whirlpool bath. 
Large rec room with gas fireplace. Roof 2005, 
Furnace 2003, central air 2003, Carpet free main 
floor. MLS 1247064 Call Alli or Paul Direct.

WELCOME HOME!

OPEN HOUSE Sat. Dec 8,  2-4pm
27 Crane Dr., Elmira

$218,500$218,500

SOLD

Elmira - Attractive upgrades and finishing touches 
through-out this 4 bedroom home. Convenience at its 
best with main floor laundry/mudroom, walk-in pantry 
and completely finished basement with gas fireplace. 9ft 
ceilings thoughout main floor. Bright eat-in kitchen with 
granite counter tops, cupboards to the ceiling and island. 
Large living room with wood floors, gas fireplace and 
French door walk-out to yard. MLS 1241535. Call Alli or 
Paul direct

 VERDONE MODEL HOME! 
$495,900$495,900

$234,900$234,900

Elmira - Bright Home Backing onto farmland 
and directly across the road from Ann Street 
Park. Carpet free with Hardwood and ceramic 
through out main floor.  Family room with cozy 
wood stove, large windows and walk out to 
fenced yard.  This home is complete with 
mudroom and very large dining room.  24 x 
20ft double garage. MLS 1244010. Call Alli or 
Paul direct.

GREAT STARTER!! 

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

FROM PAPER
TO PRINT 4x6 5x7 8x10
THAT PHOTOGRAPH IN THE 
OBSERVER CAN BE YOURS. VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AND ORDER ANY 
PHOTO IN PAPER OR ONLINE. $9 

(2nd Print only $4.50)
$11

(2nd Print only $5.50)
$15 

(2nd Print only $7.50)

QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS
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MAKE THIS SPACE 
YOUR NEW HOME. 

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Learn More About Sunlight Heritage Homes and Our �ne 
communities by Visiting us Today!

Sunlight Homes

Have a question? Email us at: info@sunlighthomes.ca

Don't forget to check us out in 2014 when Sunlight 
Heritage Homes begins its second Phase!!

www.sunlighthomes.ca

519.787.0203
Alyssa Henry
Broker
Re/Max Real Estate
Centre Inc.

Drayton Heights 
OPEN HOUSE EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1-5PM

Come take a look you won't be disappointed!
The last home 
in  the Sunlight 
Heritage  Homes 
Phase 1!!
Beautiful 1400 
sq ft home, 
features 3 
beds, 3 baths, 
master with 
ensuite and 
walk in closet. 

15 Green St., Drayton  only $259,990

Open concept main floor, with custom kitchen and 
island. Buy today and celebrate the holidays in your 
brand new home! Quick Possession available!

Live mortgage FREE for 4 months!!
Ask Alyssa for details

WITH A REAL 
INVESTMNET 

YOU WILL SEE A 
REAL RETURN

Direct: 519-574-2996
Office: 519.885.0200 • Fax: 519.885.4914
83 Erb St. W., Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2
suzanne.denomme@remax.net
www.homeswithsue.com

Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Suzanne
Denomme

Sales Representative

MARTIN GROVE VILLAGE
ADULT LIVING BUNGALOWS

POND VIEW

I m m a c u l a t e
BUNGALOW in  
desirable adult 
living community.  
Vaulted ceiling, 
open concept, 2 
bedrooms including ensuite bathroom. Minutes 
from St. Jacob’s Market, Hwy85, Waterloo shopping.  
Must see! MLS. Call Suzanne for info (519) 574-2996

Lovely and bright 
BUNGALOW in  
desirable adult living 
community in 
Wellesley. Spacious, 
open concept & 
cheery sunroom. 
Private treed peaceful yard. Ensuite bathroom and walk-in 
closet. Spectacular value! MLS. Call Suzanne for info (519) 
574-2996

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

WAREHOUSE/LIGHT 
MANUFACTURING!

Lease Space - 22,700 s/f on 3 acres 20 
minutes to Waterloo offers 20’ height, 
loading docks, drive in door, lots of 
office space. Space is easily divisable. 
MLS. Call Bert.

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

COMMERCIAL
LEASE SPACE

Commercial space for lease in busy 
plaza only 15 minutes to K-W. Office 
space from 144 s/f to 2400 s/f. Zoning 
allows numerous uses. Lots of parking. 
MLS. 

COMMERCIAL/ 
RESIDENTIAL! 

For Sale or Lease. Retail space in down 
town Elmira offers great exposure for 
displaying goods. Recent renovations 
and upgrades on main floor and 
finished basement. Residential 2 
bedroom apartment on second floor. 
MLS. $319,900 Call Bert to view. 

NEW LISTING!

www.thurrealestate.com
LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

R.W. THUR
REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira

BROKERAGE

JULIE 
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,  

MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068  

TRACEY 
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519.505.0627

519-669-2772
Office:

$899,000 Linwood - Expect to be impressed 
with this custom built home on 12 acres 
overlooking the countryside & pond. 
Loaded w/extras. Gourmet kitchen. 
Open concept makes it great for 
entertaining! Private master suite 
w/fireplace. Huge fin. walkout bsmt. 
w/seperate enterance. TRIPLE garage. 
Prof. landscaped. MLS

IMPRESSIVE cathedral ceiling & 
lots of windows in the addition. 
Oversized dining area w/hrdwd. floor.. 
Main flr. laundry, bathrm & master 
bdrm. Huge rec. rm. w/high ceiling. 
Gas heatstove. Newer doors, windows, 
furnace & deck. Short walk to 
downtown. Long Driveway. MLS

$249,900
REDUCED TO

$389,900 ST. JACOBS - Lovely updated 
bungalow on a large lot (85‘x170’).  
Oak kitchen w/island. Main flr. 
family rm. (could be a master suite 
w/ensuite). Main floor laundry. 
Hardwood & ceramic floors. Fin. rec. 
room & 4th bdrm in lower level. 
Updated bathrms, windows, and 
furnace. MLS REDUCED

$679,900 SOUTH PARKWOOD - Spacious 
custom built home backing to farmland. 
4+ bdrms, 3 baths. Hardwood & 
ceramics thorughout. Lots of kitch. 
cupboards - open to dining area & fam. 
room. High ceilings & oversized 
windows. Gas fireplace. Finished basmt. 
with lots of living space & seperate entry. 
MLS

$254,900 CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN - 5 
appliances included. Lots of counterspace 
in the oak kitchen. Open concept from 
D.A. to liv. rm. Main flr. 2pc. Ensuite 
privilege. Central air (2012). Walkout to 
fenced backyard. Finished rec. room & 
3pc. bathroom in lower level. Early 
possess. available. MLS 

$324,900 FLORADALE - One owner 
bungalow with walkout basement. 
200’ deep lot. Overlooks GRCA and 
walking trails. Elevated deck. Gas 
furnace (2004). Steel roof. Fireplace 
in rec. room. Oversized garage. MLS

Bonnie Brubacher Jason Shantz
BrokerBroker of Record

*Shanna Rozema

*When you list your home with Shanna, receive a $300 value package to showcase your home to its fullest potential!!!
Broker

Elmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

CONESTOGO BUNGALOW

$429,900. 
.5 acre mature landscaped lot with 
oversized entertaining patio and central 
pond.   Full walkout basement offers 
newer bedroom/kitchenette suite.  
Mainfloor sunken living room with wood 
burning fireplace, formal dining and 
eat-in kitchen.  Newer upper loft as a 3 
bedroom or retreat.  3 season sunroom.  
Minutes to Kitchener-Waterloo.   MLS

ELMIRA CENTURY HOME

$359,900. 
Charm and character are evident in this 
yellow brick home.  Inviting 
wrap-around-porch with upper balcony.   
Natural woodwork including solid pocket 
doors and bannister.   Welcoming updated 
cherry kitchen/breakfast bar including 
appliances.   2 bedrooms + 3 bedroom 
walk-up attic, 2+ baths.  Amazing yard with 
2 sheds and detached 21’ x 12’ heated 
workshop with 60 amp service.  NEW MLS

IMPRESSIVE BACKSPLIT

$288,000 DRAYTON.
Beautiful 5 year old home, 1700 
SQ.FT, offering 3 levels finished, 
open concept layout, large 
kitchen & dinette plus separate 
dining area, walkout to patio and 
yard, double car garage ++++ A 
MUST SEE MLS

ELMIRA GRAND
CONTEMPORARY

$649,900.     
Nestled on a large mature country-like lot 
minutes to the golf course.  Captivating 
front entry boosts a solid oak open 
staircase, gracious sun-lite tongue and 
groove vaulted living/dining rooms with 
floor-to-ceiling cultured concrete stone 3 
way gas fireplace.  Gleaming hardwood 
and trim throughout this 3 bedroom 3100 sq 
ft family home.   4 car garage with front and 
back access.  Triple+ interlock driveway.  
NEW MLS

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

WITH REAL INVESTMENT YOU 
WILL SEE A REAL RETURN. MAKE 
THIS SPACE YOUR NEW HOME. 
ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY.

FOR RENT.
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TWIN CENTRE PEEWEE GIRLS TAKE SILVER IN KITCHENER

The Twin Centre girls’  PeeWee B team won silver at the Kitchener Fallfest Tournament November 23-25.  Front row: Louise Bruns, Sadie Diebold, Jade Lipcynski, Chantel McMurray, 
Brioney Jantzi, Delanie Kidnie, Mark Dankin. Back row: Matt Dankin, Hannah Petrosino, Cheryl Dankin, Julia Dankin, Nicole Snyder, Madelynn Jantzi, Meghan Schnarr, Olivia Bolender, 
Tyana Bruns, Wayne Jantzi .  [SUBMITTED]

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

LIKE US.
FACEBOOK, A GREAT PLACE TO MAKE 
FRIENDS. FIND US. LIKE US. FRIEND THE 
OBSERVER AND STAY INFORMED.

ELMIRA WELCOMES SANTA AS DECEMBER ROLLS IN

With fresh-fallen snow still in the trees, hundreds gathered along Arthur Street in Elmira Dec.1 to watch various clubs and performers march in the annual Elmira Santa Claus Parade, heralding the coming of St. Nick as he rode in on his sleigh. Among the onlookers were Bree Olijnyk and Finn, 
Ollie and Ruby Mathews, who were collecting treats from passing performers.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira Santa Claus

Para d e!
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BIRTHDAYS, MARRIAGE & BIRTH NOTICES, STAG 
& DOE. SHARE IT ALL!

FAMILY ALBUM

THANK YOU THANK YOU MARRIAGE

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

MacDonald, Dave (Mac)

 Passed away on Wednesday, November 
28, 2012 at St. Mary’s General Hospital at 
the age of 50 years. Dave MacDonald, of 
Elmira, was the dear brother of Debbie 
and Gerald Lichty, Norma Smith and Ed 
Reimer, Sue and Richard Verlaan. Uncle of 
Jeremy, Mike and Nicole, Megan and Wade, 
Alison and Eric, Jensen, Colin, and great-
uncle of Charles and Seth. Predeceased 
by his parents James and June (Weirmeir) 
MacDonald. Cremation has taken place. 
There will be no visitation. A private fam-
ily service will take place at a later date. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s General Hospital 
Foundation or Heart and Stroke Founda-
tion of Ontario. Arrangements entrusted 
to the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

MOLSON, KAREN |Peacefully with her husband by her side, at the Grey Bruce Health Services in Owen 
Sound, on Wednesday morning, November 28, 2012. Karen Anne Molson (nee Fuller), of R.R. #7, Owen 
Sound, at the age of 58 years. She was the daughter of William Fuller and his wife Georgette, of 
Elmira.

MONTGOMERY, MARGARET ALICE  (NEE STEVENSON) |  1908-2012 Passed away peacefully, at Heritage House, 
St. Jacobs, on Friday, November 30, 2012, at the age of 104 years.

SAMPSON, DELORIS MARJORIE |  Passed away peacefully, at Grand River Hospital, on Monday, December 
3, 2012, at the age of 89 years. Local relative is her son Paul Sampson.

SNELL, RANDY SCOTT |  It is with great sadness the family announces the passing of Randy Snell at home 
in his 49th year on December 1, 2012. Local relatives are his brother Robert  Snell (Lilian) of Wellesley.

WEINSTEIN, JOSEPH PATRICK |  1929-2012 It is with great sadness that we announce the peaceful passing 
of Joe at the Westmount Nursing Home on December 3, 2012, with his family by his side. Local rela-
tives are his son Paul and Lorie of Wellesley.

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who 
attended my 80th Birthday open 
house. Your cards and best wishes 
made this a very memorable day. 

Bill Walter

Thank You!
A special thank you, to everyone 
who attended our 60th wedding 
anniversary open house, with best 
wishes, gifts & cards.

Thank you also to the ladies who 
prepared our delicious family dinner 
and to the photographer and his wife.

A Special thank you to all of our 
children and their families who 
worked so hard to make this 
celebration a beautiful memory.

Your presence and phone calls are a 
most treasured gift.

Love to you all, Bill & Theresa Cassel

Dr. Bryan 
Lawrence & 
Marcy Lemon-
L a w r e n c e 
along with Mr. 
Fritz Richter 
and Monique 
Richter are 
thrilled to 
announce the 
u p c o m i n g 
wedding of 
their children 
Lindsay Lawrence and Bruno Richter. The wedding 
will be held at the beautiful Cambridge Mill, in Cambridge 
Ontario on Saturday, December 22, 2012. Brothers Ryan 
Lawrence, Paul Richter (Colleen, Lauren, Luke) along 
with their friends and family with them many years of 
health and happiness. Lindsay and Bruno are teachers 
with the Waterloo Region District School Board. 

WE’RE 
AT YOUR
SERVICE.

We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise 
your business 
services here. 
Get weekly 
exposure with 
fantastic 
results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.

Generously Sponsored by:  
 

 

Donations to the Food Bank are
being collected at both locations! 

 

Saturday December 8
4 - 4:50pm
Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

Sunday December 9
12:30 - 1:20pm
Woolwich Township Arena, St. Jacobs
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LIVING HERE
HEALTHY LIVING / TAKING CONTROL

On a path to optimal health

’Tis the season for 
gathering with friends 
and family homemade 
eggnog and cookies are 
an absolute must. Here 
are a few quick and easy 
recipes that are sure to 
please your family and 
friends. 

You can use dried 
ground nutmeg if you 
can’t find fresh nutmeg, 
also if you find the egg-
nog to sweet or strong on 
the liquor side, drop it in 
half. This stuff should be 
consumed within a day, 
as it contains raw egg 
– I’m sure it won’t last 
more than a few hours 
but I had to mention it. 

When it comes to these 
cookies I like to make a 
few dozen extra, if they 
don’t get eaten up I leave 
them out on a plate to dry 
out. After drying them 
out for a few days I crush 
them up and use them as 
a base for a cheesecake or 
on top of an apple crum-
ble. Enjoy! 

It’s just 
not the 
holidays 
without 
eggnog 
& cookies

CHEF’S TABLE | 30

ELENA MAYSTRUK

OPTIMAL HEALTH  | 31

Christine Gingerich 
used to comb the shelves 
of her aunt and uncle’s 
health food store, feeling 
inspired to lead a healthy 
life. An active athlete, she 
had always stayed fit in 
school. It was after gradu-
ation that she dropped the 
ball, trading in her sports 
and health enthusiasm for 
irresistible sugary treats. 

Gingerich looks back at 
that point in her life as a 
welcome wake-up call that 
eventually led to a career 
in lifestyle coaching and a 
recent book on the subject 
of optimal nutrition: a col-
lection of recipes, lifestyle 
suggestions and grocery 
shopping advice for chil-
dren and adults acquired 
in what she describes as a 
30-year journey.  

“I knew what it was like 
to work hard and eat off 
of the land and eat whole 
food, but I also ate a lot 
of sugary sweets so that 
really groomed a sweet 
tooth,” she said, adding 
that her love of sweets 
took a wrong turn after 
high school ended.   

Gingerich took her 
health back in Wilfrid 
Laurier University, study-
ing physical education. 
She got to work on getting 
healthy by mapping out 
a one-hour daily walking 
route around Waterloo 
and creating recipes that 
were both healthy and 
satisfied her love of rich, 
whole foods. Over the 
course of six months the 
weight melted away, her 
skin began to glow and 
others started asking for 
her advice. As a result, 

Christine Gingerich drew on her own personal experience to become lifestyle coach, author

Gingerich’s business as a 
lifestyle coach began. 

Diets made up of whole 
foods consist of unpro-
cessed, unrefined prod-
ucts. Feeling wholeheart-
edly confident in her take 
on food and wellness and 
its results, Gingerich is ap-
proaching a wider public 
forum through a recently 
published book on eating 
whole and organic foods 
while following her health 
and wellness program. 

As a teacher at various 
schools in Waterloo Re-
gion, she has always felt a 
pang of frustration when 
she saw children making 
unhealthy food choices. 
She became increasingly 
concerned about students’ 
energy levels and ability 
to concentrate on tasks in 
the classroom.  

“I saw this increasing 
difficulty over the 15 years 
of teaching and I knew 
there was a fuel connec-
tion. I knew that what 
they were eating was af-
fecting their learning,” 
she said.

“I had a light bulb go 
off in my head. I can talk 
and talk until I’m blue in 
the face to these children 
but they’re not purchasing 
the groceries, moms and 
dads are. I knew I had to 
start talking to moms and 
dads.”

A few years ago her 
research for the book cul-
minated in an informal 
case study consisting of 
seven women of varying 
ages who agreed to help 
Gingerich put her findings 
to the test and to provide 
input.

NEW  
LOCATION!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

Auto Care Tip of the Week
When you turn your vehicle’s heat up do you smell an unpleasant 
odor? It might be time for a new cabin air filter! The general 
guideline for replacing cabin air filters is every 20, 000 to 
25, 000 kms, or at least once a year. Filters not regularly 
changed can result in decreased heating and air conditioning 
performance.

- AL ZETTLER

CHEF’S TABLE/  
RYAN TERRY, FLOW 
CATERING

RECIPE
NOTES

Christine Gingerich is the author of Optimal You, a book on nutrition and whole foods she created with the help of a team of women from 
the region.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

Christmas Eve
Family Service

Christmas SundaysChristmas Sundays

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm & Sun. 9am & 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 

9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Sunday, Dec. 9th, 2012

“The Trials 
of a King”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Jeff Martin
Luke 1:46-55

The Magnificat, Part 2

Sun. Dec. 9, 2012
11:00am

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship Service

DECEMBER 6 

ELMIRA LIONS CLUB WEEKLY Bingo 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-500-1434.

DECEMBER 7 

ST. TERESA’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS Dinner will be 
held at St. Teresa of Avila Church Hall, 19 Flamingo 
Dr. Elmira. Meal begins at 5p.m. Those who purchase 
take out tickets can pick their meals up at 5:30 p.m. 
Limited number of tickets which can be ordered 
through the Parish Office Mon. – Fri. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. or 
by calling 519-669-3387. Tickets: adults $15; children 
6 – 12 years $7.50 and children under 5 free. There 
will be door prizes. Last chance for tickets is Dec. 5. 
All are welcome.

DECEMBER 8

8TH ANNUAL BREAKFAST WITH Santa & Silent 
Auction. 9 a.m. – 12 noon. Kids – come out and 
meet Santa and Mrs. Claus at St. Jacobs Community 
Centre. Breakfast served 9 a.m. – 12 noon, Santa & 
Mrs. Claus arrive at 9:30. Entertainment by Klazz 
Klown, free coffee. Breakfast $4 per person at the 
door – pancakes, sausage, eggs, hash browns, baked 
beans & drink. Proudly sponsored by the St. Jacobs 
Optimist Club. 

DECEMBER 9

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT, “AN Ancient 
Yuletide Story,” presented by Elmira area churches 
at Floradale Mennonite Church, 22 Florapine Rd. 

Free-will offering in support of Woolwich Counseling 
Centre. Everyone welcome!

HUNGRYMAN’S BREAKFAST WITH SANTA & Canadian 
Riders Association. Serving from 8:30 a.m. – wp.m. 
at Royal Canadian Legion Br. 469, 11 First St. E. Elmira. 
All you can eat. Adults $6; 6-10 yrs $3; 5 & under free. 
Ham, sausage, fried or scrambled eggs, pancakes, 
home fries, beans, toast & jam, coffee, tea and juice. 
Proceeds to food banks. 

DECEMBER 10

WELLESLEY AND DISTRICT OPTIMIST Club Information 
Night; 7-9 p.m., Millstream Restaurant, Wellesley. 
Come out and mingle with Optimist members, enjoy 
finger foods and learn how you can enhance the lives 
of children in Wellesley and surrounding areas. For 
more information contact Wayne Kneisel 519-505-
2138.

DECEMBER 11

BINGO AT THE ST. Clements Community Centre 
sponsored by the Paradise & District Lion Club. 7 
p.m. For more information contact Joe Brick, 519-
699-4022.

DECEMBER 12

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING – at noon (doors 
open at 11:30). Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noon day meal, fellowship 
and entertainment. Calvary United Church, 48 
Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Call 519-664-
1900 for more information. 

THE CARBON RUSH – another CREW GREEN movie 
night. This incredibly moving and timely movie/
documentary champions the voices of those 
most impacted by Western economic schemes 
designed to put band-aids on climate change while 
destroying communities and live. By Amy Miller, 
Canadian filmmaker; 7 p.m. at The Original Princess, 
Princess Street, Waterloo. Displays and info start at 
6:30 p.m. Regular admission. For more information 
www.crewzone.ca or email info@crewzone.ca. 

DECEMBER 13

NEW HORIZONS’ IS A group for zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Sarah, Product Consultant, LCBO – 
Wine Pairing and Enlightenment; 10-11:30 a.m. 
at the Maryhill Community Centre, 58 Charles St. 
E., Maryhill. Get informed, socialize and have fun!  
Admission $2 per person.  For more information call 
Joan Haid 519-648-2742 or email jehaid@xplornet.
ca. 

ELMIRA LIONS CLUB WEEKLY Bingo 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go 
to support the many projects of the Lions Club of 
Elmira. For more information call 519-500-1434.

DECEMBER 14

H.U.G.S. PROGRAM – 9:15-11:15 a.m.  Meet with 
other parents to discuss parenting and child 
health issues. Topic: Visit with Santa and Christmas 
crafts. No registration required.  Held at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. 
Jacobs 9:15-11:15 a.m. Call Heidi at 519-664-3794, 
ext. 237 for more information.

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

December 9th

The Jesus Left Behind

 

THAT CAN’T BE ANSWERED BY  GOOGLE. 
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE. 

THERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

Collaborative model finding its way into more facets of our lives

Q.  According to the 
old adage, fingers were 
made before knives and 
forks.  But we wonder 
if forks or spoons were 
made first.

A. Fundamentally, a 
spoon is an object that 
aids in ferrying food into 
the mouth, whether solid 
or liquid, says Bee Wilson 
in “Consider the Fork:  A 
History of How We Cook 
and Eat.”   
   While there are fork 
cultures and chopstick 

cultures, everybody uses 
a spoon.  Thus spoons are 
ancient and universal but 
even more than that: An-
thropologist Jane Goodall 
observed “chimpanzees 
fashioning sort-of spoons 
from blades of grass, to 
make it easier for them to 
slurp up termites.   
   In the distant past, 
humans lashed shells onto 
sticks and used them to 
consume food too liquid 
to be eaten with fingers.”  
Actually, the Roman word 
for “spoon” comes from 
the word for “shell.”       
   As for forks, those long-
spiked roasting forks date 
back to Homeric times, 
carving forks are medi-
eval. Historically, the 
first true fork was a two-
pronged gold one used 

in the eleventh century 
by a Byzantine princess 
who married the doge of 
Venice.   
   “We take forks for grant-
ed,” Wilson says.  “But the 
table fork is a relatively 
recent invention, and it at-
tracted scorn and laughter 
when it first appeared. Its 
image was not helped by 
its associations with the 
Devil and his pitchfork.” 

Q.  It’s been called 
“Zipcar capitalism” or 
“collaborative con-
sumption” and reflects a 
whole new way of look-
ing at and doing things.  
It has even generated a 
whole new vocabulary.  
Are you in the know 
here?

A. In this new economic 
model, consumers rent, 
share or trade services, 
extending the old idea of 
“time-sharing” for resort 
properties into “commu-
nal purchases” that give 
people “fractional owner-
ship” of expensive items, 
says Paul McFedries in 
“IEEE Spectrum” maga-
zine.   
   “Zipcar capitalism” 
comes from the car-shar-
ing services where sub-
scribers --  “Zipsters” -- 
rent vehicles by the hour.  
Since many cars just sit 
in a driveway or parking 
lot anyway, why not try 
“social car sharing,” or 
“peer-to-peer rental?”   
   And if you’re not going 
to be using your house 

or apartment for a while, 
why not consider rent-
ing it out?  “Collabora-
tive travel” services will 
help match you with 
prospective renters and 
even ensure the safety of 
your abode.  As one “New 
York Times” writer put it, 
sharing is “clean, crisp, 
urbane, postmodern, 
owning is dull, selfish, 
timid, backward.”       
   “Tool sharing” has also 
taken off, as have “co-
housing”  and “social 
lending,” done without a 
bank as intermediary. 
   “Carrotmob” comes 
from “flashmob,” where a 
group gathers to pur-
chase products from an 
environmentally friendly 
store. Adds McFedries, 
“My favorite communal 

purchase idea is ‘cowpool-
ing,’ buying a whole cow 
or side of beef from a local 
farmer.”   
   Collaborative consump-
tion leans heavily on 
social networking and 
depends on the “reputa-
tion trails” we all leave 
behind us testifying to 
our trustworthiness.   
   Concludes McFedries, 
“So collaborative con-
sumption offers a vision 
of an economy that is 
more open, trusting and 
sustainable.  Sounds good 
to me. Bring on the cow-
pools!”

Good old- 
fashioned 
eggnog 
with a twist
6 large eggs, clean, un-
cracked
9 oz granulated sugar 
1 tsp. freshly grated nutmeg
1/4 tsp ground cinnamon 
1 tsp good quality vanilla 
extract
5 oz brandy
3 oz Bailey’s Irish cream 
6 oz spiced rum
3 cans evaporated milk 
1 cup heavy cream

Beat eggs in blender for 
one minute on medium 
speed;

Slowly add sugar and 
blend for one additional 
minute;

With the blender still 
running, add spices, alco-
hol, vanilla, evaporated 
milk and cream until com-
bined;

CHEF’S TABLE: Timeless Christmas treats
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SOLUTION: on page 23
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HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid 
so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

ACROSS
1. J. Edgar Hoover’s org.
4. Vestments, e.g.
8. “C’___ la vie!”
11. “60 Minutes” network
14. Control
15. Biblical birthright seller
16. Nod, maybe
17. Catch
19. Reason methodologically 
and logically
22. ___ fruit
23. Lacking an end
24. Like the Who, in the 60’s
25. Book of maps
26. Larger than weasels
27. Served before a meal
29. “___ we forget”
30. Telekinesis, e.g.
31. Babysitter’s handful
32. Ado
34. Gabriel, for one
36. When doubled, a dance
38. Breezed through
42. Reddish brown
44. Grassland
46. Sleeve can be attached
48. Absorbed, as a cost

49.  peas with edible pods
52. Apprehend
53. Bygone money
55. Quip, part 3
56. Plantain lily
58. A dress, Hindu women
59. Big ___
61. Afflict
63. A coffin stand
64. Dumfries denial
66. Aloof
68. During
70. Covering for the loins
74. Object, identifiying a clan
77. Arm bones
78. Mr., abroad
79. Turbulent water in a sea
80. Urban blight
81. An adviser to the court
83. Hawaiian tuber
84. Bubkes
85. Old Chinese money
86. “___ any drop to drink”: 
Coleridge
87. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.
88. “Rocks”
89. European language
90. Doublemint, e.g.

DOWN
1. A public meeting
2. Master, in Swahili
3. Between lines of text
4. Hollow rock with crystals
5. An upward slope
6. Bust, so to speak
7. Dog holder
8. Exhibiting ectopia
9. Glove material
10. “First Blood” director 
Kotcheff
11. Impudence
12. Frightful phantom
13. Kind of battery
18. Smooch
20. Apprentice
21. Intensifies, with “up”
25. Order between “ready” 
and “fire”
27. Breathing problem
28. Beauty pageant wear
32. Herring-like food fish
33. Aquarium fish
35. Pond buildup
37. Asian capital
39. Deem to be
40. Carry away, in a way

41. Except
43. ___ Wednesday
45. “A jealous mistress”: 
Emerson
47. Dash abbr.
50. An inflorescence
51. Influences
54. Bark used as a spice
57. ___ dictum
60. Organic compounds with 
cyano radical
62. Water-base paint
65. Trick taker, often
67. À la mode
69. Compartment of a 
spacecraft
70. A deadly sin
71. Palm used in India for 
writing paper
72. Accustom
73. Derived from
75. Make a cat-like sound
76. ___ whale
79. Boris Godunov, for one
81. “Gimme ___!” (start of an 
Iowa State cheer)
82. Adaptable truck, for short

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLERSUDOKU

Chill thoroughly for at 
least 3 hours to allow fla-
vors to combine and serve 
in chilled glasses over ice. 
You can grate additional 
nutmeg on top before serv-
ing if you please.

Ginger Snaps
1-1/2 cup brown sugar
2 eggs 
1 cup vegetable oil 
1/2 cup molasses 
3 cups flour 
3 tsb baking soda 
1/2 tsp ground clove 
2 tsb ground ginger 
1-1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/2 tsp salt 

1/2 cup rock sugar

Preheat oven to 375 de-
grees F; 

In a large bowl mix to-
gether the brown sugar, 
eggs, vegetable oil, molas-
ses. Sift flour, salt, baking 
soda and spices into egg 
mixture and mix till it 
binds together;

Roll into desired balls 
and roll into the rock 
sugar. Place the balls on to 
a non- stick baking sheet, 
bake for 10 to 12 minutes, 
cool and serve. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Chef Ryan Terry owns FLOW 
Cafe & Catering in Elmira. More 
information can be found at his 
website, www. flowcatering.ca.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill a journalist, Rich holds a doc-
torate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com



LIVING HERE | 31THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012

OPTIMAL HEALTH: You don’t have to shun rich foods, just focus on portion control and balance
FROM | 28 Store and Health Coach 

in New Hamburg as well 
as Oak Manor Farms in 
Tavistock. For now those 
interested in purchasing 
a book can call Christine 
Gingerich at (519) 662-

3548. 
“I took all of the recipes 

I had collected through-
out the years; I tweaked 
them to be as healthy as 
possible and as delicious 
as possible.”

“Those women lived 
off of this food and this 
lifestyle for about a year. 
I had great feedback from 
them and they inspired 
me with lots of wonderful 
ideas,” she explained.  

The book was complet-
ed in collaboration with a 
team of women from Hei-
delberg, New Hamburg, 
Baden and Stratford who 
handled photography and 
editorial work. 

The book features a col-
lection of recipes that use 
whole foods such as eggs, 
milk, butter, extra virgin 
olive oil and organic foods 
when possible. Switch-
ing out what she calls the 
“low-fat myth” for full-fat, 
organic products is all 
about portion control, she 
maintains.  

One of the focuses in 
the book are ways to make 
room for organic produce 
on a budget and Gingerich 
outlines budgeting and 
grocery shopping tips in 
her latest work. 

The book Optimal 
You will soon be on the 
shelves of local, inde-
pendent book and health 
stores throughout the 
region including three 
confirmed locations: the 
Town Pantry Health Food 

® “BMO (M-bar Roundel symbol)” and “Making Money Make Sense” are registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal, 
used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used  
under licence. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Nesbitt Burns Ltée are indirect subsidiaries of Bank of Montreal.  
If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information. 

Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Right for me
or right  
for anyone?

Joyce Reimer BA, FMA, CPCA, PFP

Vice President, Senior Wealth Advisor
53 Arthur St. West, Elmira ON

Tel: 519-669-4622
joyce.reimer@nbpcd.com

Work with an Advisor who’ll take the time to know you.

As a dedicated professional I strive to provide a high  
level of service and expertise for all my clients. I can  
offer in-depth market understanding to help build  
stronger portfolios and an investment strategy that’s  
right for your life.

Contact me to discuss.

A Mega-Casino 
in Woolwich?

OLG Wants to Massively Expand Gambling 

Is this what we want for our community?
> A privately-owned 24/7 mega-casino in the heart 
of Waterloo Region.

> $212 Million in estimated losses leaving our local 
economy every year.                                                                                                                                                                                     

> Thousands of new problem gamblers, each affect-
ing 3 other family members on average.

> An increase in family break-up, mental health 
problems & suicide.

> A dependence on ethically questionable and 
unsustainable revenue. 

> A gateway for youth to be drawn into gambling 
and addiction.

 Woolwich Concerned Citizens
Bob Allison, Gerry Forler, Larry Martin, Clint Rohr

Please consider these points on whether we want to 
be a ‘host’ community, and make your voice heard.

by adding up to 1,200 slots and 52 table games locally...

*While quanities last. May not be exactly as shown.
*See store for details

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-6; Fri. 9-8; Saturday 9-5; Sunday 12-4

www.thewoodburner.com 
396 Victoria St. N., Kitchener 

tel: 519.578.9663

WARM-UP A ROOM
FOR CHRISTMAS!

Electric Wall
Mount Fireplaces 

AL Series
Starting at $799

SAVE UP TO $400*

Gingerich in her New Hamburg home with some of the whole foods she discusses in her book of recipes and tips on a healthy lifestyle.  
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING • NATURAL GAS PIPING • SEE US FOR GOVERNMENT REBATES ON FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONERS

www.richmondheatingandair.com

GetYour New 
Furnace

The Best Price is from
Richmond Heating & Air.

GetYour New 
Furnace

The Best Price is from Richmond Heating & Air.
Call Today! 

519-699-11181-2633 Hergott Rd., St. Clements

EXPERIENCE PRIDE & QUALITY

REBATES AVAILABLE
(Call for details)

We Service 
All Makes & 

Models

NOWNOW

A P P L E   I   T H E  B A Y   I   H & M   I   B A T H  &  B O D Y  W O R K S   I   W I N N E R S   I   P I N K
More Time to Shop!  Mon - Thu: 9:30 am - 9:30pm  I  Moonlight Madness  Fri: 9:30am - 11pm  I  Sat: 9:30 am - 9 pm  I  Sun: 11 am - 6 pm

Our gift to you this season!
Visit us on-line to design and enter to win

your own piece of diamond jewellery.

Shop in-mall and you could score shopping rewards
and gift cards from our holiday fairies.

On-line contest & reward details @ conestogamall.com 
Open late tonight to 9:00pm!


