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Pick up your mystery gift, refreshments    
                 - and new gift cards.

3710 Nafziger Rd. Wellesley | 519.656.3150
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Marianne, Cal and family Marianne, Cal and family 
would like to invite you to join us as we celebrate 
our 20 years in businesss. We appreciate your 
continued support and look forward to many 
more years in Wellesley. 

You can forgive staff  in Wool-
wich and Wellesley town-

ships for dreaming of  a green 
Christmas this year. They 
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Green Christmas a gift for townships’ road-clearing budgets
James Jackson weren’t conjuring their in-

ner Grinch to finish off  2011 
– snow simply wasn’t in the 
budget.

Wellesley spent about two-
thirds of  its $100,000 snow 

maintenance budget keep-
ing the roads clear between 
January and April of  last 
year, while Woolwich burned 
through almost 85 per cent of  
its $580,000 budget over that 

same period, leaving very 
little left for the months of  No-
vember and December.

“If  we didn’t have the 
green Christmas we probably 
wouldn’t have been on bud-

get,” said Richard Sigurdson, 
Woolwich’s manager of  engi-
neering.

“It was looking quite chal-

> SEE ROADS ON PG. 02

KID STUFF Cole Slade, 8, 
his sister Allie, 6, and their friend 
Kamryn Sharpin, 9, make snow 
angels at the WMC day camp held 
this week. Snow much fun

MichaelHarrisMPP.ca  
519.954.8679

MERRY CHRISTMAS from our family 
to yours

MichaelHarrisMPP.ca  
519.954.8679

2012 NEW YEAR’S LEVEE
January 14, 2012 from 1 - 3pm • Schoolhouse Theatre • 11 Albert Street, St. Jacobs

Backing up 
the Kings
> STORY ON PG. 21
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MARTIN’S PHARMACY

TEL: (519) 664-3785    FAX: (519) 664-2170 Alan S. Martin B.Sc. Phm
Pharmacist / Owner

PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 10 YEARS.

MARTIN’S PHARMACY • 10 Parkside Drive, ST. JACOBS

MARTIN’S PHARMACY
STORE HOURS:

Monday,Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Wednesday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

FREE DELIVERY TO RESIDENTS OF ST. JACOBS, ELMIRA, WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP & NORTH WATERLOO

Services Available
• Home Healthcare Supplies • Diabetic Supplies  • Blood Glucose Monitor Training 

    • Free Blood Pressure Test  • eFill Prescription Reminder 

ST. JACOBS

Full Bodied Red. Makes 30 Bottles

 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s 29 Church St. W., 
Elmira

519.669.0799

$130$130 Regular
Price
$160

SPECIAL VALID Sat., Jan. 7th-Fri., Jan. 13th. (CASH SALES ONLY).

14.5%
Alcohol

for

ITALIAN 
AMARONE SALE

Wellesley will con-
tinue to provide 

funding for the contin-
uation of  the Waterloo 
Region Tourism Mar-
keting Corporation un-
til 2015.

Four years ago the 

lenging earlier in the 
year because we had 
a harder winter in 
January, February and 
March, but this winter 
season November and 
December [was] quite 
light.”

The reprieve offered 
by a warmer-than-usual 
winter these past few 
months will now likely 
put both townships back 
on budget after the wor-
risome start to 2011.

“We do not have all of  
the invoices in, but gen-

erally speaking we’re on 
track to be on budget,” 
said Sigurdson, an opin-
ion shared by his coun-
terpart in Wellesley.

December actually 
saw higher-than-average 
precipitation this year, 
and a total of  94 mm fell, 
compared to the average 
of  71.1 mm. Most of  it 
was rain, however:  the 
region only saw about 
17.5 cm of  snow all 
month, less than half  of  
the average of  38.5 cm. 
(1 cm of  snow is equiva-
lent of  1 mm of  rain.)

December was also 

marked by a lack of  
cold temperatures, with 
the average daily high 
sitting at 2.7 degrees 
Celsius and the average 
low -3.4 degrees. The 
long-term average in the 
region is -0.4 and -7.5 re-
spectively.

Compare that to last 
March when Waterloo 
experienced more than 
twice its normal snow-
fall, with the bulk of  that 
falling on Mar. 23 alone 
when 26 cm of  snow hit 
the region.

“We had a pretty bad 
spring, if  you’ll remem-

ber. We plowed a month 
extra, right until Apr. 
22,” said Will McLaugh-
lin, executive director of  
operations in Wellesley.

Both townships use 
rolling averages to cal-
culate their annual 
snow removal budgets, 
with Wellesley using 
a 10-year window and 
Woolwich a five-year av-
erage.

In Woolwich, the 
breakdown is approxi-
mately $175,000 for staff; 
$250,000 for equipment; 
$130,000 for materials 
such as sand and salt, 

Roads: Thankful that a mild end to 2011 balanced off a busy spring
and the rest is for mis-
cellaneous costs or other 
smaller accounts.

In Wellesley, the snow 
removal budget of  
$100,000 is for materials 
only; other costs such as 
equipment and salaries 
are tied into other de-
partments.

Both men were also 
quick to add that in this 
day and age of  budget 
slashing,  winter road 
clearing was one item 
that would not likely be 
on the chopping block 
given safety concerns.

Each township also 

has a contingency ac-
count which they can 
draw upon should they 
have to go over budget, 
or contribute to if  they 
come in under budget.

Mclaughlin antici-
pates his budget to re-
main the same in 2012, 
and Sigurdson said 
that his would likely in-
crease a little bit, though 
that has yet to be final-
ized through the budget 
process. 

 “Winter is very unpre-
dictable, and we just sort 
of  have to deal with it as 
we can,” Sigurdson said.

> CONTINUED FROM COVER

Wellesley will continue to back regional tourism group
Coun. Herb Neher looking for ways to determine if township is getting its money’s worth

Colin Dewar township endorsed the 
creation of  the market-
ing corporation, fund-
ing the region-wide or-
ganization with $5,000 
annually.

Last year a re-evalua-
tion was conducted by 
the chief  administra-
tive officers in Waterloo 

Region, who conclud-
ed the municipalities 
should continue to pro-
vide support for the 
marketing corporation 
as it promotes tourism 
throughout the region, 
adding value to the 
economy and assisting 
in delivering a strong 

unified approach to 
tourism services in the 
area.

Coun. Herb Neher, 
however, had some res-
ervations during Tues-
day night’s discussion 
in council chambers, 
questioning if  there 
was a way to determine 

if  the township was 
seeing a return on its 
investment.

“We are spending 
$5,000, but how do we 
know that we are get-
ting anything back 
from this in the long 
run?” asked Neher. “I 
can see that it would be 

great for the cities of  
Kitchener and Water-
loo, as they have a lot of  
facilities, but we don’t 
have any museums, 
concert halls or hotels, 
and I am wondering if  
we are really getting 

> SEE TOURISM ON PG. 06

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

35 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Basics Beauty & Beyond

519-210-0327
Call for appointment

Gift Certificates
Available

519-210-0411
Call for appointment

519-669-0237
Call for appointment

The services you need

in one convenient

location.

For a more youthful appearance and 
healthy glow, book a photofacial. 
Buy 4 and get the 5th one free!
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 > BBQ in memory 
 of fallen pilot

 > Laurel Creek work 
to close some trails

A fundraiser will be held Jan. 12 to 
benefit the children of a young pilot killed 
Nov. 28 in a helicopter crash at the Re-
gion of Waterloo International Airport.

Tiffany Hanna, 29, was an instructor 
with Great Lakes Helicopter. She left 
behind two young sons and her fian-
cé. A memorial trust fund for her young 
family has been set up in her name. To 
celebrate her memory friends, col-
leagues and businesses at the Breslau 
airport will be holding a BBQ fundraiser 
Thursday. For a $10 (or larger) contri-
bution to the fund, those in attendance 
will enjoy a burger or hot dog, bever-
age and snack.

All money donated at the BBQ will 
be forwarded directly to the trust fund 
that has been opened for her family. The 
goal is to raise $10,000. Those unable 
to make it out next week can donate di-
rectly to the fund at any TD Bank.  

Deposits can be made to: branch 
#2752, account #6343014.  

 > Wellesley backs 
Cowan’s fin ban

Some trails in the Laurel Creek Con-
servation Area may be closed at times 
over the next month as the GRCA does 
maintenance work on the pine planta-
tions with the park. The forestry work 
will involve removing dead and dying 
pine trees in areas that are infested with 
pine shoot beetle, an invasive exotic in-
sect, as well as routine thinning opera-
tions to improve forest health. 

A public information session is sched-
uled for Jan. 10 at the Laurel Creek 
Nature Centre, located at 525 Beaver 
Creek Road in Waterloo. A short presen-
tation will take place at 7:30 p.m. 

The banning of shark fin soups and 
products in the Waterloo Region took 
another step closer as Wellesley Town-
ship councillors this week voted to sup-
port the ban proposed by Woolwich 
Mayor Todd Cowan.

The practice of shark finning refers 
to the removal of the dorsal fin of a 
live shark while the body of the shark 
is discarded at sea while still alive. The 
fins are used in soups served at many 
Chinese restaurants and are used in 
some consumer health products.

The Regional Municipality of Wa-
terloo have requested that the federal 
government investigate and pass leg-
islation to prohibit the possession, sale, 
consumption and importation of shark 
fin products that were obtained by 
shark finning.

CATHY DIAMOND
PHARMACIST
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

• Compounding

• Compliance Packaging

• Free Blood Pressure
   Check

• Free Blood Glucose
   Monitor & Teaching 

• Ostomy & Home
   Health Care
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Jan. 12 will mark a birthday 
celebration in Wellesley 

197 years in the making.
Grade 8 students of  

Wellesley Public School will 
throw a party for the 197th 
birthday of  Sir John A. Mac-
donald as part of  a Canada-
wide celebration organized 
by the Historica Dominion 
Institute, a non-profit group 
aimed at increasing knowl-
edge and understanding of  
Canadian history.

“I love Sir John A. I just 
think he was so important 
to the history of  our coun-
try,” said Grade 8 history 
teacher Joanne Aitken, who 
entered the school’s two 
Grade 8 classes in the com-
petition back in October. 

Macdonald’s birthday is 
actually Jan. 11, but Aitken 
said in order to time it cor-
rectly with all the students 
and teachers involved, they 
had to wait until the next 
day.

That shouldn’t take away 
from the real purpose of  
the day, though, which is to 

James Jackson encourage students to learn 
more about Canada’s first 
prime minister.

“With Grade 8 history, 
the first unit is all about 
Confederation, and that’s all 
Sir John A. with him being 
the first prime minister and 
everything else he did.”

John Alexander Macdon-
ald was born in Scotland 
on Jan. 11, 1815 and im-
migrated with his family 
to Kingston at the age of  
five. He mastered Latin and 
French by the age of  12 and 
by 1836 he was a licensed 
lawyer. During the 1840s 
he also became politically 
active and was elected as 
Kingston’s representative 
on the colonial legislature 
in 1844.

In 1856 Macdonald was 
elected Premier of  Canada 
West. In 1864 he laid the 
groundwork for Confedera-
tion at the Charlottetown 
Conference and Quebec Con-
ference, and on July 1, 1867 
the British North America 
Act came into effect, giv-
ing birth to the country of  
Canada.

That same day he was 
knighted by Queen Victoria 
in recognition of  his efforts 
and on Aug. 7 became the 
nation’s first prime minis-
ter.

Macdonald has been 
acknowledged as one of  
Canada’s most important 
politicians, and served as 
prime minister for 19 years, 
yet he has gained a reputa-
tion of  being a drunkard 
and has no major monu-
ments or cities named in 
his honour – unlike George 
Washington.

Back in 2001 the federal 
government sought to re-
verse that trend by declar-
ing Jan. 11 as Sir John A. 
Macdonald Day in an effort 
to help restore his image to 
Canadians.

Throughout the month of  
December the class pre-
pared for the celebration 
by learning more about 
who Macdonald was, and 
what he did for the country. 
On the 12th the 53 Grade 
8 students will don tradi-
tional gowns and suits worn 
during the mid-19th century, 

transform the classroom 
into a ballroom, and stu-
dents will play live music 
for the last two periods of  
the day. There will also be 
food and sparkling cider to 
mark the occasion.

They will even have an ac-
tor come in during the final 
period to portray Macdon-
ald to the students.

“The point is that we’ve 
had a lot of  fun, we’ve 
learned a lot, and we’re hav-
ing a fun afternoon.”

More than 200 schools 
across the country will be 
participating, and the entire 
party will be videotaped and 
photographed by Aitken 
and her son. They will then 
send the video and photos 
into the Historica Dominion 
Institute, which will judge 
who threw the best party.

The winners will receive 
a prize pack that includes 
an iPad 2 and other tech 
gadgets.

For more information on 
the Historica Dominion In-
stitute or the day itself, visit 
www.sirjohnaday.ca or www.
historica-dominion.ca.

FATHER OF CONFEDERATION Joanne Aitken, a Grade 8 history teacher at Wellesley Public School, will transform her classroom into a ballroom next Thursday 
afternoon to mark the 197th birthday of Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald.
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LAW & ORDER

December 27

>> 11:20 AM | Police responded 
to a break-and-enter when a 
young girl found a strange man 
in her home on Bitternut Place 
in Elmira. The man is described 
as white with a black mustache 
and a Justin Bieber hairstyle. 
He was wearing blue jeans 
and has a deep voice. The man 
apologized to the young girl 
and left the house. Police are 
continuing to investigate.

>> 4:00 PM | A 41-year-old 
Brunner man operating a 2000 
KIA lost control of his vehicle 
on Hessen Strasse in Wellesley 
Township, subsequently sliding 
into a tree. No charges were 
laid due to weather conditions. 
No injuries were reported but 
the vehicle sustained severe 
damages.

>> 4:20 PM | A PT Cruiser driven 
by a 23-year-old St. Clements 
man slid into a ditch after 
pulling over for oncoming traffic 
along Maple Wood Road near 
Hessen Strasse. The vehicle 
sustained severe damage but 
no injuries were reported and no 
charges were laid.

>> 7:00 PM | A woman driving 

Multiple offences for driver after Wellesley boy killed
old Elora man, was treated 
at the scene. Both vehicles 
were destroyed as a result 
of the collision. Weather and 
road conditions were factors 
in the collision. Police are still 
investigating and anyone with 
information regarding the 
collision is asked to call the 
Waterloo Regional Police traffic 
branch 

December 28

>> 10:20 AM | A 17-year-old man 
driving a 1995 Toyota slid into a 
ditch after passing a gold Dodge 
Caravan on Lobsinger Line 
near Durst Road. No charges 
were laid due to the weather 
conditions.

>> 2:30 PM | An 11-year-old boy 
was killed in an elevator accident 
at Winroe Gardens on Katherine 
Street in Winterbourne. Wilford 
Gingrich was helping his family 
during the holiday season when 
he used the elevator to enter 
the basement to fetch more 
supplies. The young boy’s head 
became pinned  between the 
elevator and floor. Police and 
rescue workers were called 
to the scene and the boy was 
taken to Grand River Hospital. 
Shortly after, he was airlifted to 
McMasters Children’s Hospital 
where he succumbed to his 
injuries.

December 29  

>> 10:30 AM | A 59-year-old 
Gowanstown woman driving a 
2009 Pontiac along Line 86 near 
Sloman Lane near Wallenstein 
swerved to avoid an oncoming 
vehicle and lost control of 
her car, rolling it into a ditch. 
Severe damage was sustained 
the vehicle and the woman 
had minor injuries. No charges 
were laid due to the weather 
conditions.

>> 2:30 PM | Police got a call 
from the owner of a dog-
boarding kennel in Woolwich 
who reported receiving threats 
from a potential client. The 
owner claimed a woman called 
looking to board her dog on New 
Year’s Day. The owner explained 

a 2006 Chevy Malibu along 
Kressler Road near Geddes 
Street in Wellesley lost control 
of her vehicle and hit a post and 
fence. Damage was sustained 
to both the front and rear of the 
vehicle. No charges were laid.

>> 9:15 PM | A 49-year-old 
Kitchener woman in a 2012 
Hyundai was travelling  on 
Northfield Drive East between 
Reid Woods Drive and Balsam 
Grove Road in Woolwich 
Township when she lost control 

on the snow-covered road and hit 
a northbound 2000 Volkswagen 
head-on. A passenger in the 
Hyundia, 47-year-old Bradley 
Berger of Kitchener, was 
transported to hospital with 
life-threatening injuries and 
was subsequently transported 
to a Hamilton hospital where 
he succumbed to his injuries on 
the following morning.The driver 
of the Hyundai was transported 
to hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries. The driver 
of the Volkswagen, a 23-year-

A New Hamburg man faces multiple charges 
after an 11-year-old Wellesley boy was killed 

in a collision Dec. 22. 
Jeremy Huber, 11, of  Wellesley and his 

family were travelling in a 2007 Dodge Cara-
van on Nafziger Road near Gerber Road in 
Wellesley Township when their vehicle was 
struck by a 2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee. He was 
transported to a Hamilton hospital with life-
threatening injuries to which he eventually 
succumbed.

The driver of  the Jeep, 33-year-old Jeremy 
Glenfield, has been charged with ‘impaired 
driving causing bodily harm,’ ‘refuse to pro-
vide breath sample,’ and ‘dangerous driving 
causing bodily harm.’

The accident was the second tragedy of  the 
year for the Huber family: son Lyndal Huber, 
17, was killed Mar. 20 in a single-vehicle crash 
in Palmerston when he lost control of  his car,  
left the road and struck a pole.

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.
7 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-3349

Est. 1940

Winter Boot

S le!
20-40%Off

(OR EVEN MORE)
ON OUR ALREADY

LOW-PRICED
WINTER BOOTS

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9-6 | Thurs. & Fril 9-8 | Sat. 9-5

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

that the kennel is closed during 
the holiday. Later in the day the 
owner received an email from 
the woman threatening to burn 
down the kennel. Police are 
continuing to investigate.

>> 6:45 PM | Police and 
firefighters responded to a 
transport truck fire on Herrgott 
Road near Boomer Line in 
Wellesley Township. Flames 
could be seen coming from 
under the hood near the driver’s 
side. Fire officials suspect the 
truck overheated.

December 31

>> 8:15 PM | Two suspicious 
vehicles, a green four-door car 
and a white van, were parked on 
the side of the road on Shantz 
Station Road in Woolwich 
Township. The occupants of 
the vehicles were reported to 
be wandering around a field 
with flashlights looking for 
something. When police arrived 
both vehicles were gone.

January 1

>> 10:00 AM | A man’s black 
leather jacket was found at a 
residence in Elmira. A Visa gift 
card was found in the pocket 
along with a Djeep lighter. The 
rightful owner of the jacket can 
pick up the coat at the Elmira 
detachment.

>> 3:15 PM | A 30-year-old 
Wellesley man driving a 2006 
Mazda on Weimer Line near 
Kressler Road hit a flock of 
domesticated ducks that were 
crossing the street. One duck 
was killed in the incident. The 
vehicle sustained front- end 
damage to both the grill and 
bumper. 

January 2

>> 1:15 AM | Police responded 
to call about two intoxicated 
men attacking a man and 
his dog at a residence on 
Crowsfoot Road near Maryhill 
Road. The men smashed five 
windows of a parked vehicle. 
One man – described as an 
East Indian, chubby, wearing 

a ball cap – whipped a dog on 
the head with his belt, causing 
a laceration. The dog was taken 
to a veterinarian. The suspects 
have been identified and police 
are continuing to investigate.

>> 2:45 PM | A police officer 
en route to another call came 
across a minor fender bender on 
Arthur Street near First Street in 
Elmira. An 83-year-old woman 
driving a grey Toyota was hit 
by a 50-year-old man driving a 
black Pontiac when she stopped 
at a red light. Minimal damage 
occurred to both vehicles, but 
the officer noticed the man was 
acting strange and asked him 
to take a breathalyzer test. The 
male driver was subsequently 
charged with ‘impaired driving.’

>> 3:30 PM | A 20-year-old 
woman driving along Benjamin 
Road at Martin Creek Road lost 
control on some ice and rolled 
her car, hitting a snow bank. 
No charges were laid due to 
weather conditions. No injuries 
were reported, and damage to 
the vehicle was minor.

>> 5:00 PM | A 50-year-old 
Kitchener woman operating a 
1999 Pontiac was driving east 
on King Street in St. Jacobs 
when a 47-year-old woman 
driving a 2011 red GMC SUV 
west on King Street turned left, 
hitting the Pontiac. That caused 
the Pontiac to spin and hit a 
Toyota driven by a 34-year-old 
Kitchener woman who had 
stopped at the lights. All three 
vehicle sustained moderate 
damages and the woman from 
Waterloo was charged with ‘turn 
not in safety.’

January 3

>> 9:00 AM | A 20-year-old 
woman was charged with ‘drive, 
no permit’ after she lost control 
of her blue Toyota on Herrgott 
Road near Lobsinger Line and 
rolled into a ditch.

>> 6:50 PM | Police and 
paramedics were called when 
a 58-year-old man was hurt 
trying to load cattle into a truck. 
A steer bucked while entering 
the transport, causing the man 
to lose his balance, fall and hit 
his head on the ground. The 
man was taken to hospital with 
a possible concussion.

January 4

>> 6:50 AM | A 30-year-old 
Waterloo man driving a 2009 
Chevy hit a deer on Erbsville 
Road. No injuries were reported. 
Damage to the vehicle was 
moderate. The deer was gone 
when police arrived.
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EAR & HEARING CLINIC
Elmira Wellness Centre, 24B Arthur Street South, Elmira,

519.669.4425
www.earandhearingclinic.com

DID YOU KNOW?
THE EAR AND HEARING CLINIC

HAS 6 AUDIOLOGISTS ON STAFF! 

Call the Elmira 
office today!

EAR & HEAR

Combined 

we have 

80 years 

of experience!

Trust Juliane Shantz, Doctor of Audiology and 
Associates with all your hearing health needs!

Call the Elmira 
Combined 

80 years 

of experience!

Locally
& PrivatelyOwned

Your Connection to
One-on-One Advice.

Full service, personal advice…
and access to a wide range of
investment solutions. At BMO
Nesbitt Burns, we offer you
choices and the flexibility to
ensure an approach to
investing that is customized to
your needs and objectives.

Please call me today to find
out about the benefits of one
on one advice.

BMO NESBITT BURNS
Bank of Montreal

53 Arthur Street South 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2M6

JOYCE REIMER B.A., FMA, CSA

Vice President
Wealth Advisor

Financial Management Advisor
Certified Senior Advisor

519-669-4622

1-800-265-6148

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from Jan. 9th - Jan. 14th

Store Made

Store Made, Healthy Choice

Spicy Chorizo or 
Salsarica Sausage

Pork
Sausages

Store Made, Deli Sliced

Regular or
Garlic Bologna

Store Made, Deli Sliced

Roast Onion
or Dutch Loaf

Let us help you
with your cold weather
comfort food craving!

$2.69 Ib.
/$5.93kg.

$3.49 

$3.69 

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

Ib.
/$8.13kg.

Store Made

Sweet Pickled
Cottage Rolls

$4.49 Ib.
/$9.90kg.

$2.69 Ib.
/$5.93kg.

Elmira & District
Horticultural Society

Annual General Meeting
& Dessert Buffet

Monday, January 16, 6:30P.M.
Speaker, Gerrie Hergott
“The Wonder of Bees”

Tickets: $17 (Incl. membership & buffet)

Contact: 519-669-2617

WEEKLY

For more information call 519-500-1434

7:00 P.M.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 19

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 9, 16, 23

B I N G O
ELMIRA’S LIONS HALL
40 SOUTH ST. WEST, ELMIRA, ON.
All Proceeds go to support the many projects of the 

LIONS CLUB OF ELMIRA 

• 6 THERAPISTS AVAILABLE
• EVENING APPOINTMENTS
• DEEP TISSUE, RELAXATION, SPORTS INJURY, 
   PRENATAL MASSAGE, CRANIO SACRAL
• REFLEXOLOGY • HOT STONE MASSAGE

“meeting all 
your health & 
wellness needs”

Krista Sandelli (McLeod) & Associates
Gift Certificates Available.

Registered Massage Therapy 

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-4425 (Located behind

W.C. Brown & Sons)

It may be too early to 
think about a maple 

syrup season that’s 
still a few months away, 
but for producers of  
the sweet stuff  now is 
the time to prepare for 
when the sap starts 
flowing. 

To that end, the 
Waterloo-Wellington 
Ontario Maple Syrup 
Producers Association 
(WWOMSPA) holds its 
annual maple syrup 
information day next 
Thursday at the Wool-
wich Community Cen-
tre in St. Jacobs.

The event will host 
producers from the 
region, who’ll gather 
to discuss ways to pro-
mote the industry and 
the newest trends in 
maple syrup technol-
ogy, including sap pro-
duction and sanitation 
of  sap lines.

There’s a full agenda 
on tap this year.

There will be an up-

Maple syrup producers already preparing for the season ahead
Colin Dewar date for producers on 

what is happening 
across the province 
and a discussion what 
government inspec-
tors from the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agen-
cy (CFIA) have found 
at a few spot checks in 
Ontario.

“These inspectors 
look at the whole op-
eration of  producing 
syrup from the trees 
making the sap to the 
transportation to the 
tanks and the hygiene 
all along the way to 
the finished product,” 
said Robert Richmond, 
secretary-treasurer of  
WWOMSPA.

The CFIA inspec-
tors should be able to 
take a bottle of  syrup 
and trace back exactly 
where the syrup came 
from, including the tree 
that produced the sap. 
Producers need to keep 
proper records just in-
case there is something 
wrong with the syrup. 

“Everything must 

be coded properly that 
way if  there is some-
thing wrong the pro-
ducer only needs to 
throw away the one 
batch. If  they don’t 
have them coded, they 
would have to throw 
out the whole works,” 
said Richmond.

when the hot syrup 
is poured into a glass 
container. The syrup 
is heated to 185 F and 
when it is poured into 
the cool glass bottle a 
small amount of  mois-
ture can form in the 
bottle and that water 
eventually turns into 
mould.”

Maple syrup should 
be packed hot, espe-
cially for long-term 
storage, and producers 
must take better care 
while packing as to 
avoid a possible mould 
problem, said Rich-
mond.

Fred Martin, WWOM-
SPA’s president, will be 
discussing the benefits 
of  packing hot syrup 
versus cold syrup, as 
not all producers are 
packing hot syrup.

“This is very impor-
tant for our industry; 
once you hot package 
the product in the prop-
er containers the stor-

The main emphasis 
this year will be the 
problem the industry 
is facing with mould 
growing in bottles; a 
representative from the 
Ontario Ministry of  
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMA-
FRA) will be discussing 

the best practices for 
producing maple syrup 
and keeping it free of  
bacteria and mould. 

 “If  a producer 
doesn’t bottle or pack-
age the syrup properly 
mould can grow inside 
the bottle,” said Rich-
mond. “This happens > SEE SAP ON PG. 08

SOME LIKE IT HOT WWOMSPA president Fred Martin will be speaking about the benefits of hot 
packing versus cold packing at an information day to be held Jan. 12 in St. Jacobs. 
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www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529

A Mennonite financial cooperative 
serving communities of faith 
across Ontario

Get to know your local 
Investment Specialist!

Glen enjoys the chores on his  
hobby farm, has three daughters 

and two sons, and helped me  
save for my family’s future.

Meet with Glen today and  
discuss your financial plan  

with someone you can trust.

Glen Janzti, CFP
Investment Specialist

local | secure | trusted

.10%* 233 Month Term
*Rate subject to change

TFSA Special

How long have you been a 
life guard at the pool?
I have been here since it 
opened. I think it is close to 
three years now.

How long did it take for you 
to become a lifeguard?
It took me three or four 
years of training courses 
and exams before I became 

a lifeguard.

Was the pool very busy over 
the holiday season?
Yes we were busy, espe-
cially during the family 
swim periods. We had a lot 
of people in the pool this 
past week.

What do you do when you 

are not at work?
I am a student at Conestogo 
College studying Occupa-
tional Therapy and Physio-
therapy assisting.

Did you make any New 
Year’s resolutions?
I plan to eat healthier this 
year.

Lifeguard|Swim Instructor at WMCSTEPHANIE BARBER

ABOUT FACE

The largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 3K3

Phone: 519-669-2632 
Fax: 519-669-4282

allen_morrison@cooperators.ca 
www.cooperators.ca

...to everyone who 
donated to the Goderich 

Tornado Relief Food Drive. 
Your generosity made the 
campaign a great success 

and brought Christmas 
Cheer to the residents and 

business owners still 
misplaced by the tornado.

Thank You!

Allen Morrison of The Co-operators in 
Elmira delivers donations to Captain 
Bram Pearce of the Goderich Salvation 
Army.

our money’s worth out 
of  this.”

Neher told council he 
would like to see how 
belonging to a market-
ing corporation ben-
efits the township.

“I would be inter-
ested in seeing if  any 
businesses see an in-
crease in sales or are 
more out-of-towners 
coming in after we 
contribute to the com-
mittee,” he said. “Just 
because it is market-
ing does not mean it 
is valuable marketing 
or that you are getting 
your money’s worth. I 
just want to know how 
effective this group is 
to the area.”

Mayor Ross Kelter-
born assured Neher 
that the marketing 
corporation helps the 
entire region, adding 
that it aids in the pro-
motion of  local festi-
vals like the Apple But-
ter and Cheese festival 
and the St. Clements 
car show, as well as the 
Buy Local! Buy Fresh! 
and agri-tourism in the 
area.

“We are trying to 
create a brand for the 
region. When you hear 
about Stratford you 
think of  the festival, 
but when the Waterloo 
Region is mentioned 
there is not one partic-
ular thing that comes 
to mind – it offers a lot 
of  stuff, but not a single 

catchphrase to describe 
the area as a whole. 
That is what marketing 
will do for the area,” 
said Kelterborn.

CAO Susan Duke 
backed the mayor’s 
statement, saying the 
marketing group is try-
ing to create buzz for 
the region and that it 
is hard to quantify how 
much of  a return the 
township really sees 
entering this program.

Noting that the City 
of  Kitchener adds 
$90,000 to the venture, 
she said Wellesley’s 
contribution is not a 
large share, adding it 
keeps the Township of  
Wellesley on the map 
through the marketing 
and advertising.

Tourism: Councillor questions value 
of belonging to marketing board

> CONTINUED FROM PG. 02
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Your “Green” Printer Serving the Region
1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs                      519-664-2263
email:office@stjacobsprintery.com      Fax 519-664-3369

www.stjacobsprintery.com
When it’s time to choose a printer to help you effectively

communicate your message, brand or corporate identity through the
creative use of print, make St. Jacobs Printery your first choice.
They are the region’s favourite Green Printer, using FSC Certified
papers along with recycled papers and vegetable based inks for a
less impact on the environment. Their experience with design,
graphics, composition and colour, combined with a thorough
knowledge of today’s technology, assure that your colour
promotional pieces, manuals and sales materials really work.  Their
in-house creative team can make your logos, print design and web
page ideas come to life.  They can also work from a client’s hard
copy or digital files.

St. Jacobs Printery can create reproductions with meticulous
attention to detail using their Heidelberg presses.  They will help you
choose the ideal paper weight, colour and finish to enhance your
important marketing materials, catalogues, brochures, booklets,
stationery, labels, forms and more. 

Their Xerox digital equipment is perfect for on-demand printing
such as flyers and reports.  Variable data printing is ideal for one-to-
one personalized marketing done in a single print run.

St. Jacobs Printery gives you a wide choice of custom finishing
options from scoring, folding, cutting, and numbering to book binding
and more.

With a history dating back close to 110 years, St. Jacobs Printery
underwent an expansion in 2011.  Watch for further cosmetic
changes to the building in 2012.  Owners Mark Brubacher & Keith
Kuepfer invite you to contact them for a quote on your next order. 

When You
Want to 

Make the 
Right Choice

12 Bonnie Cres., Elmira                              519-669-5551
920 St. David St. N., Fergus                        519-787-0006

www.realitybytescomputers.com
If your computer system is running a bit slow or isn’t able to run the

latest operating system or meet the minimum requirements of the
newest software, you may be thinking about upgrading your
computer hardware or finally get a nice portable laptop.  Before you
do upgrade, talk to the people at Reality Bytes Inc.

Whether you are a home user, hardcore gamer or business
professional, Reality Bytes has upgrades and new computer
solutions to meet every need.  If you don’t want to spend a lot of
money, this is the place to contact first.  They first specialized in
buying off lease from corporations and selling them to other
wholesalers and computer stores.  Today, they have two retail
operations offering desktop, tower and laptop computers,
workstations and/or servers, and monitors from IBM/Lenovo, HP,
Compaq, Dell, LG, plus all the needed accessories.

Customer support after the sale is where Reality Bytes truly
excels.  If you have a question about your new system or need
guidance on choosing the best monitor, scanner, printer, networking
solutions, wireless infrastructure products, media storage devices,
OS/software or accessories, Reality Bytes will be there to help.

If you need to have spyware or viruses removed, have a device
failure or experiencing any other problem, the certified technicians at
Reality Bytes have the experience and resources to get you up and
running to minimize your downtime.

Let owner Troy Witter and the staff at Reality Bytes show where
experience really counts, and why they have become a logical
choice since 2003.

The Green Choice for Quality Recycled Auto Parts

2637 Herrgott Rd. St. Clements                   519-699-5283
www.hanksautowreckers.com

Founded in 1965, Hank’s Auto Wreckers is a green alternative to
buying new auto parts.  Recycled auto parts save you money,
provide the perfect fit for your vehicle, and help the environment.

Whether it’s from an end-of-life vehicle, or one recovered from an
accident, recycled late model auto parts from Hank’s Auto
Wreckers are inspected, cleaned, guaranteed for up to one year,
and sold at a fraction of the price of new OEM parts.  These parts
were made for your exact vehicle model, so you always get the right
fit and performance.

As a progressive and government regulated recycler, Hank’s Auto
Wreckers observes strict environmental controls when dismantling
vehicles and removing parts.  They have the facilities and equipment
designed to safely remove fluids and hazardous materials such as
mercury switches to keep them from contaminating the earth.  Tires,
plastic, batteries and scrap metal are removed and recycled as well.
It is the ideal solution to ensure your scrap vehicle is retired in an
environmentally sound manner.  

When you need recycled auto parts, a simple call or on-line contact
with Hank’s Auto Wreckers will give you a free quote on price and
availability from their computerized inventory of over 100,000 parts.
They can also get those hard to find parts for you if it’s not in stock.

If you prefer, a selection of new aftermarket parts, headlights, tail
lamps, door handles, body panels and more are also available.

Contact this third generation, family owned business soon to save
money on late model auto parts and help the environment!

Personal Care 
Since 2001

10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs                         519-664-3785
For the past 11 years, Martin’s Pharmacy St. Jacobs has

committed to being an integral part of your family’s health and well-
being.

Their goal at Martin’s Pharmacy St. Jacobs is to embody the
slogan “A Pharmacy First” by responding to each customer’s health
and wellness concerns, as well as offering medication counseling.
Owner/pharmacist Alan S. Martin and the staff look forward to
getting to know you, your family and your health.

Managing multiple medications or diabetes is no easy task. With all
the different instructions and potential side effects it’s hard to know if
the medications you take on a daily basis are working as well as they
should.  Ask your pharmacist at Martin’s Pharmacy about an annual
MedsCheck medication review to discuss how your prescription, over-
the-counter and alternative medications may be affecting each other.

Martin’s Pharmacy offers blister packaging to help take the right
medication at the right time—ideal for those with multiple
medications.  Free prescription delivery is available.  An eFill
prescription reminder service using e-mail is available for patients
with ongoing medication needs. Martin’s can also help with proper
asthma inhaler usage, blood pressure screening, and blood glucose
monitor training.

Other offerings include vitamins, supplements, health and beauty
aids, supplies for home health care, first aid, diabetes, and more.
Martin’s Pharmacy features a comprehensive line of private label
REXALL Brand products at everyday low prices.  Your satisfaction
is fully guaranteed.

Over
25 Years

of Poultry
in Motion

1010 Three Bridges Rd., St. Jacobs            519-664-3090
(just north of Lobsinger Line, east of Township Rd. 36)

www.thepoultryplace.com
Many Canadians are choosing to pursue a healthy lifestyle and

realize that diet plays an important role. The Poultry Place is a
retail/wholesale business that has become popular for its selection of
free range, drug-free fresh and frozen poultry from local farmers.
Chicken is the most widely consumed meat on the planet and
especially without the skin is a low calorie, low carb food packed with
protein, vitamins and essential nutrients.

At The Poultry Place, their prepared ready-for-the-oven foods are
ideal for busy people who want delicious, wholesome meals without
devoting hours to food preparation. The “heat and serve” frozen
foods, finger foods and appetizers from The Poultry Place are
convenient for working families, seniors and students.

The store showcases a wide variety of specialty items such as
schnitzel, chicken vegetable pie, burgers, wings, fingers, roasts, and
ground chicken.  Other offerings include various breaded stuffed
chicken breasts, cordon bleu, turkey bacon, stuffed turkey roasts and
more.  Items to complement your meal include sauces, noodles, and
rubs.

The Poultry Place offers a wide selection of chicken sausages:
garlic; sundried tomato; feta & spinach; honey garlic; maple syrup;
breakfast type; plus turkey sausage.

The Den Boer Family and the staff at The Poultry Place will take
the time to help you plan your food purchases, and point out what’s
new.  Stop in soon and often!

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira                               519-669-5484
The world of insurance is growing increasingly complex.  Often you

need the guidance of professionals to assist you through the
confusing maze of policies and companies.  That’s why you need
help, and not just any kind will do.  You require guidance from local
experts who know the insurance business inside out and are keeping
your need for value in mind...like the people at Elmira Insurance
Brokers Limited.

You don’t want to take chances with things as important as your
family and business.  The people at Elmira Insurance Brokers have
a broad range of experience and expertise, and are ready to assist
you with new policies and on-going policy maintenance. 

Their team will search the market and comparison shop for you,
choosing a policy from one of many select insurance companies to
best fulfill your need for the lowest premiums, suitable coverage and
eligible discounts that you may qualify for.  Elmira Insurance
Brokers provides personalized service in homeowners, condo,
cottage and tenant’s insurance, personal and commercial
automobile, commercial liability and property insurance, as well as
farm, marine, RV, and motorcycle insurance.

If you ever need to make a claim, their friendly, understanding
people will guide you through the claims process to ensure damages
or losses are repaired or replaced quickly.

Founded in 1927, Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited is guided by
owner Wil Lichty, who is assisted by licensed insurance brokers
Mark King, Lee Clemens, Kerry Mullen, CAIB, and Brittany Hahn.

Call Elmira Insurance Brokers for a quote on your renewal or
new policy soon.

OUR POLICY-YOUR PROTECTION-SINCE 1927

Making Homes
Beautiful,

One Customer 
at a Time

17A Industrial Dr., 
Elmira

519-669-3933

Many area homeowners, builders and contractors are discovering
the Mirage Hardwood flooring gallery at Zimmerman Custom
Flooring.  A proudly Canadian company, Mirage offers the world’s
finest hardwoods with styles, colour palettes and quality that are
unsurpassed.  All Mirage hardwood flooring is produced in North
America using the finest-quality hardwood from certified, responsibly
managed forests.  Advanced nanotechnology-based finishes make
Mirage floors the most wear-resistant in the industry. 

The 10,000 square foot showroom at Zimmerman Custom
Flooring offers a personally selected range of hardwood, carpet,
vinyl, laminate, ceramic, porcelain and natural stone tile. Take the
relaxed in store experience with you when you leave with available
take home samples.

Zimmerman Custom Flooring has brought together an
impressive collection of top brands under one roof, such as
Stainmaster, Shaw, Mannington, Armstrong, Mohawk, Godfrey Hirst,
Antique Impressions, Tuftex, Kronotex, Fuzion, Appalachian,
Marmoleum, Magee, Casa Roma, Centura, and others.

The experience and product knowledge of the team at
Zimmerman Custom Flooring will help you achieve a successful
and beautiful project that can entirely transform the look of a room.
They will guide you to the floor that is right for you, and ensure you
understand its durability, maintenance requirements, and warranties.
They will provide custom in-home measuring and free estimates.

Qualified installation crews from Zimmerman Custom Flooring
can install everything they sell and take pride in their workmanship.

Make Zimmerman Custom Flooring
your destination to bring value, beauty and
style to your home.  They have been doing
things right for over 35 years.

www.zimmermancustomflooring.ca

Complete Automotive Maintenance & Repair
20 Oriole Pkwy. E., Elmira                           519-669-1082

www.leroysautocare.net
Many motorists in this area turn to Leroy’s Auto Care for factory

scheduled maintenance and vehicle repairs for unexpected
problems that require immediate expert attention.  It is a known fact
that well-maintained cars have longer lives, create lower emissions
and use less fuel.  Taking your car to a qualified dealership
alternative like Leroy’s Auto Care assures factory authorized
maintenance using OEM approved parts from CARQUEST that meet
your vehicle’s requirements.  The manufacturer is still bound to
honour its warranty obligations to the vehicle owner.

Founded on Howard Avenue in November 2006, this business
moved to its present site on May 1, 2010.  Owner/technician Leroy
Martin is assisted by technicians Kendrick Frey, Maynard Bauman,
Gavin Shantz, Al Zettler, Brad Shantz, Ken Neary, Merlin Frey, Gary
Martin, Nathan Womwell, Lewis Brubacher, and Cody Snyder, plus
office staff, Donna Martin and Monica Jay.  Their technicians use the
latest diagnostic equipment, tools and reference materials, replacing
or repairing only what is needed.

The 8,500 square foot facility at Leroy’s Auto Care holds 8
vehicles and has 18 foot tall ceilings in the main shop, and 5 hoists
including a big one for heavier trucks.  They provide diagnostic
problem solving and tune-ups (gas & diesel), brakes, exhaust,
shocks/struts, tire service, computerized 4 wheel alignments, auto air
conditioning service, transmission maintenance, M.T.O. safety
inspections, and lube-oil-filter. 

Leroy’s Auto Care is a member of the TECH-NET Professional
Auto Service association, offering a North American warranty on
most labour and parts for 12 months or 20,000 kilometres.

Call for your appointment with Leroy’s Auto Care.

Helping you is
what we do.

Unit 1
90 Earl Martin Dr.,

Elmira
519-669-3192

You can see the familiar signs of Royal LePage Elmira Real
Estate Services, Brokerage on many of the properties throughout
the region.  There are good reasons for this popularity and choice.

Launched in January 1997, Royal LePage Elmira Real Estate
Services is an established name in the real estate industry with a
team that recognizes the fact that home sellers want the maximum
return on their investment without sacrificing quality of service.

Royal LePage Elmira Real Estate Services has developed
proven marketing methods designed to help you retain more of your
home equity.  When you list your property with them, you get the
benefit of leading edge electronic marketing at the award-winning
website www.royallepage.ca which generates millions of hits per
month.

Royal LePage has been helping Canadians to buy and sell homes
since 1913, and has over 14,000 sales representatives at over 600
offices nationwide. Royal LePage Elmira Real Estate Services,
Brokerage is an independently owned and operated member of the
Royal LePage Franchise Brands Network.  Owner/Broker of Record
Bonnie Brubacher, Broker Shanna Rozema, and Sales
Representatives Monique Roes and Laurie Langdon are dedicated
to making the process of selling or buying a home a positive
experience.  They can also help you with the perfect new custom
home.

Call today and ask for a free evaluation of market value for your
home!

If you think you have what it takes to join their team or are already
involved in the industry but want to bring your business to higher
levels, call Royal LePage Elmira Real Estate Services,
Brokerage.          www.royallepage.ca/elmira
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Program Partners

Funded By

Take the saveONenergy PLEDGE 
and earn AIR MILES® reward miles! 

To learn about more conservation actions visit mysaveonenergypledge.ca

If you have a fridge or freezer that’s 

15 years or older we will remove it 

from your house saving you $125 a 

year on electricity costs.

For complete details or to have your fridge or freezer 
removed call 1-877-797-9473 or visit saveonenergy.ca.       

Say goodbye to 
that old fridge or freezer!

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Fridges 

and freezers must be 15 years of age or more, in working condition and between 

10-27 cubic feet. Access conditions apply. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority 

and offered by Cambridge and North Dumfries Hydro Inc., Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro 

Inc., Waterloo North Hydro Inc. protected under Canadian trademark law. Used 

under sublicense. A mark of the Province of Ontario protected under Canadian 

trademark law. OM Offi cial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under licence. 

®™ Trademarks of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by 

LoyaltyOne, Inc. and Ontario Power Authority.

WE’LL PICK IT UP FOR FREE!

Welcome to The Village Manor
Welcome to The Moore’s Retirement Residences. Nestled amongst 

century old character, in the charming community of St. Jacobs.
We offer:
 Activities, and games
 Laundry and housekeeping services
 Nurse or doctor on call
 Supervised bathing
 24 hour supervision of homes
 All rooms equipped for cable/phone
 Emphasis on food quality & taste
 Spacious furnished or  unfinished rooms
 In house hair dressing
 Excercise program

300 Sq.Ft. Suite includes:

 
Living Room,  Kitchenette, 
Private Bath and French Doors 

 going out to the Terrace

Spectacular  
One Bedroom  Suite 

NOW Available!

Rooms starting at

$1600 - $2600

Your Host: Debbie & Wes Moore
519-664-3303

Village Manor | Carpenter House
29 Albert Street West, St. Jacobs 

Call or drop in 
anytime for a tour.

age life is much longer, 
which allows the gen-
eral public to keep the 
product longer as long 
as it is kept in a cool 
area,” said Martin.

Some producers are 
buying lesser-quality 
containers, trying to 
save money and pass-
ing that savings on to 
the consumer, but the 
product does not last 
very long in the plas-
tic jugs and these jugs 
can not be hot packed 
because they are not 
designed to withstand 
any kind of  extreme 
heat, said Martin.

“This is about food 
safety for the gener-
al consumer and we 
should not being allow-

ing the safety of  the 
food to be put in jeop-
ardy, he said, adding 
hot packing does cost 
more and the consumer 
does pay more for that 
product but it also has 
a longer shelf  life in 
their cabinets and re-
frigerator.

The white plastic 
syrup containers need 
to be refrigerated im-
mediately because the 
containers are quite 
porous and cannot 
withstand sitting on a 
shelf  in the kitchen. 

“The talk is a remind-
er for our own produc-
ers to step up to the 
plate and make sure 
they are sending out a 
topnotch product in a 
high quality contain-
er,” said Martin.

Sap: Making a better 
product for consumers

> CONTINUED FROM PG. 05
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JANUARY

>>> Expansion at Elmira police 
detachment

Administrative changes within the 
Waterloo Regional Police saw new 
resources channeled into the Elmira 
detachment. Nine new officers were 
welcomed into the newly-named rural 
north division on Jan. 10, bringing to 
15 the number of officers working at 
what was formerly Division 3A.

The patrol division is now equipped 
with three additional vehicles, as well. 

The increased resources came as the 
division’s territory was expanded to 
include Maryhill, Breslau, Maple Grove 
Road and the Region of Waterloo Inter-
national Airport.

>>> Gravel pits immediately targeted by 
Ward 3 councillor

Vocal about gravel pits during last 
fall’s election, new Ward 3 councillor 
Bonnie Bryant wasted no time in tack-
ling the issue as Woolwich council met 
for the first time Jan 11.

She immediately suggested a number 
of changes, including establishing a 
policy that sets out minimum setbacks 
from settlement areas, that take into 
account financial impacts and screens 
land for possible contaminants as part 
of the township’s review of aggregate 
applications.

>>> Changes sought at Breslau’s 
Riverland subdivision

Strong sales at its Breslau subdivi-
sion saw Empire Communities looking 
to develop more homes there. Neigh-
bours in the older part of the village 
called on the township to nip that idea 
in the bud.

The company was at Woolwich council 
Jan. 11 asking to rework the Riverland 
development to allow for 10 additional 
units – one parcel would see 23 town-
houses replace existing plans for 17 
single-detached houses, while another 
parcel would see lot sizes scaled back 
to provide space for 22 single-family 
homes instead of 18.

The changes would bring to 495 the 
total number of units permitted in the 
subdivision, which originally allowed 
for 475 homes.

>>> Region ignores call for wage freeze
Despite calls from the province to 

freeze public sector wages, the Region 
of Waterloo opted to dole out two per 
cent more to its employees over each of 
the next three years.

More than 1,000 workers saw pay 
jumps under collective agreements 
reached with the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees (CUPE). 

>>> Council split on gravel pit paving
Little if any traffic other than gravel 

trucks will use it, but a portion of Jigs 
Hollow Road will be paved, with Wool-
wich Township tossing $50,000 into 
the project. A move by Ward 3 council-
lor Bonnie Bryant to rescind a previous 
cost-sharing agreement fell short in a 
split vote at council Jan. 18.

The 3-2 decision leaves in place that 
portion of a deal with Kuntz Topsoil, 
Sand and Gravel, agreed to in Novem-
ber  2010 when the previous council, 
in its parting act, gave conditional ap-
proval to the company’s gravel pit ap-
plication.

>>> Woolwich joins region’s OMB battle
Unimpressed by provincial efforts 

to weaken controls over gravel pits, 
Woolwich joined Waterloo Region in a 
fight centered on the region’s new Of-
ficial Plan, which was the subject of 
provincial revisions. While the changes 
are typically minor in nature, both the 
region and township took exception to 
the watering-down of the sections gov-
erning aggregate extraction. 

The proposed changes are serious 
enough to warrant challenging them at 
the Ontario Municipal Board, director 
of engineering and planning Dan Ken-
naley told Woolwich councillors meet-
ing Jan. 18.

>>> Sugar Kings celebrate 40 years
The Elmira Sugar Kings hockey team 

celebrated its 40th anniversary with 
some special events Jan. 22 and 23.

Nearly 70 Kings alumni players re-
turned to their hockey roots, reliving 
their time as members of the Elmira 
squad. Over the course of the weekend, 
they were joined by hundreds of fans.

The festivities included an alumni 
tournament that gave former team-
mates the opportunity to lace them up 
together for another chance at hockey 
glory, in the form of a memorial plaque 
named in honour of long-time Kings 
director Bob Waters.

>>> Kings support the troops
The Sugar Kings held their first-ever 

charity game Jan. 30, donating all the 
proceeds to the London Military Family 
Resource Centre (LMFRC).

For what the team called the support 
our troops game, the Kings wore spe-
cial camouflaged jerseys that went to 
the highest bidders in a silent auction. 
All proceeds from the gate receipts, as 
well as the Kings’ share of the 50/50 
draw were also donated, amounting to 
more than $4,200.

FEBRUARY
>>> Wellesley selects citizen of the year

Ron Futher was named as the 2010 

Wellesley Board of Trade Citizen of the 
Year.

The lifelong resident of Wellesley 
was recognized for his contributions 
to the community, which included 53 
years as a licensed funeral director 
at the funeral home started by his fa-
ther, Milton, who came to Wellesley in 
1933, and his 42 years as a member 
of the Wellesley Fire Department, 10 of 
which were served as the district chief. 
And then there’s the 30-plus years he 
has been a chartered member of the 
Wellesley Lions Club, and the 40-plus 
years he has been a member of the 
Board of Trade itself.

>>> Wellesley approves 2.9% tax hike
Wellesley residents discovered Feb. 8 

they faced a 2.9-per-cent jump in the 
township portion of their property taxes 
in 2011, an increase of $15 on an aver-
age home assessed at $225,000.

The smallest percentage of the tax 
bill – the region and school board ac-
count for the bulk of it – the township 
portion amounted to an average of 
$720 this year.

The increase approved by Wellesley 
council was slightly smaller than the 
3.4 per cent initially proposed.

>>> Jacks win to close out the season
In over 65 minutes of high-energy 

play, the Wellesley Applejacks beat 
back the St. George Dukes on Feb. 11 
to win their final regular season game 
4-3 in a shootout.

The win put the team’s record at 17-
14-4, the 38 points good enough for 
sixth place in the McConnell Confer-
ence of the Southern Ontario Junior 
Hockey League. They went on to face 
the third-place Ayr Centennials (22-
11-2) in the first round of the playoffs.

>>> Larger water/sewer price hikes for 
2011

Woolwich resident saw significant 
jumps in both water and wastewater 
fees under a new rate structure ap-

dissected the recreation and facilities 
budget.

>>> Jacks bow out in opening round
Another season came to a close for 

the Wellesley Applejacks following their 
5-3 loss to the Ayr Centennials Mar. 3 
in the first round of the SOJHL playoffs.

>>> Wellesley mayor has to get creative 
with the accounting

Ross Kelterborn had some work to do 
in order to give back a portion of his 
salary. 

The mayor of Wellesley pledged to 
maintain his commitment to constitu-
ents to keep his salary at $10,000 de-
spite councillors’ refusal to put forth a 
motion to that effect at a meeting Mar. 
7. Kelterborn requested to have his 
$17,000 stipend reduced in the offi-
cial 2011 budget, however the process 
wasn’t that simple.

“The problem with him not taking a 
full salary is that in the budget it’s not 
an actual reflection of what council’s 
salaries are,” said Coun. Jim Olender, 
adding underreporting of current sala-
ries will create false salary inflation 
when a new mayor is eventually elected 
in Wellesley. 

In order to keep salaries properly ac-
counted for in the budget, Kelterborn 
will be forced to take $17,000 as his 
2011 salary and donate remaining 
funds back to the township. 

>>> Charges laid in connection with 
fatal collision

Waterloo Regional Police arrested and 
charged a 17-year-old male in connec-
tion with the Oct. 22, 2010 collision 
on Barnswallow Drive in Elmira that 
claimed the life of 18-year-old Miles 
Hamilton.

The male, who could not be named 
under the Youth Criminal Justice Act, 
was driving a black Dodge pickup 
truck that collided with a white Chev-
rolet pickup truck in a private driveway 
and burst into flames. He was charged 
with impaired driving causing death, 
operation with over 80 mgs of alcohol 
causing death, dangerous operation 
causing death and possession of a 
controlled substance.

Hamilton, a passenger in the vehicle, 
suffered fatal injuries in the crash and 
was pronounced dead at the scene.

>>> Teen killed in single-vehicle 
collision

A Wellesley teen was killed Mar. 20 in 
a single-vehicle crash in Palmerston. 
North Perth OPP said the 2002 Ford 
Taurus driven by 17-year-old Lyndal 
Huber was travelling west on Welling-
ton Concession Road 12 and then west 
on Line 92 before the collision. Huber 
lost control of the vehicle, which left 
the road and struck a pole. 

The young driver, a student at EDSS, 
was pronounced dead at the scene. 
Two 15-year-old passengers, including 
Huber’s brother, were taken to hospital, 
but were reported to be uninjured.

>>> Pair of OMHA championships
On Mar. 20, Woolwich’s Major Novice 

and the Minor Atom teams claimed On-
tario Minor Hockey Association Cham-
pionships. 

>>> Linwood postmaster retires
After more than 28 years as postmas-

ter for Linwood, Sharon Hunsperger re-
tired on Mar. 25. 
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proved in principle by council Feb. 22.
For 2011, Waterloo Region pushed 

water rates by 6.9 per cent and waste-
water 7.9 per cent. In Woolwich, which 
buys water from the region and runs 
the distribution systems itself, coun-
cil has given preliminary approval to 
water rate hikes of 6.75 per cent and 
wastewater increases of 7.9 per cent

>>> Kings finish season in second place
The Sugar Kings split a pair of games 

to finish out the 2010-11 season. In 
Stratford to take on the Cullitons Feb. 
25, the team won 5-2, but fell flat in a 
6-3 defeat at the hands of the Cam-
bridge Winter Hawks to wind up sec-
ond in the conference standings with 
70 points, just three behind Guelph 
for first overall. The Kings and Hawks 
promptly faced off again in the first 
round of the playoffs.

MARCH
>>> Region extends GRT pilot project in 

Woolwich
Waterloo Region council opted to con-

tinue Grand River Transit bus service 
to Woolwich as a pilot project through 
the end of 2011. The decision elimi-
nated the immediate need for town-
ship residents to take on costs of some 
$457,000 a year to continue GRT route 
21, which links Elmira and St. Jacobs 
with Conestoga Mall in Waterloo.

In extending the pilot program, the 
region hoped more riders will climb on 
board, prompting the township to sup-
port making the route permanent.

>>> Woolwich scrutinizes rec. budget
More than $550,000 in overspending 

in the recreation budget forced Wool-
wich to juggle funds from other depart-
ments to cover the cost overruns. Along 
with moving money around, the town-
ship cut spending elsewhere to keep 
the 2011 tax increase at 2.3 per cent.

The scrutiny led to some fireworks at 
a budget meeting Mar. 3 as council > SEE YEAR IN REVIEW ON PG. 10

IT WAS A GOOD YEAR Kate Meissner and her mom Kelly had plenty to smile about in 2011, as their Kate’s Kause 
charity received a stream of donations in support of plans to build an accessible playground in Elmira.
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>>> Woolwich passes 2.44% tax hike
Woolwich residents were hit with a 

2.44-per-cent increase in their prop-
erty taxes for 2011, as council finalized 
the 2011 budget on Mar. 29. The hike 
added $13.31 to the average home val-
ued at $225,000.

The recreation and facilities budget 
proved the most contentious – the 
department had cost overruns of 
$550,000 last year – as staff juggled 
money to cover a 9.4 per cent increase 
in that area while keeping the overall 
hike to 2.44.

>>> Council clears way for sprawling 
Elmira subdivision

A massive new subdivision in the 
northwest part of Elmira will go ahead 
as planned, complete with an exten-
sion of Barnswallow Drive and land for 
a potential new fire hall was cleared by 
Woolwich council Mar. 29.

The 180-acre development involves 
a 93-acre farm at 90 Church St. W., 
known as Riverbend, the proposed site 
of 464 to 826 units of mixed housing 
types and a commercial block front-
ing on Church Street. To the west, the 
82-acre site known as Northview is 
slated for 165 to 235 residential units 
(including homes near the Elmira Golf 
Club) and two commercial blocks. The 
four acres at the rear of the Elmira 
Farm Service, labeled Green Acres, 
would see 40 to 55 residential units of 
differing housing types.

APRIL
>>> Great weather shines on maple 

syrup festival
Some 80,000 visitors, 14,000 pan-

cakes, 2,000 volunteers and nearly 800 
litres of maple syrup combined to make 
the 47th annual Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival a sweet success on Apr. 2.

Those numbers were up virtually 
across the board compared to other 
years as near-perfect weather and the 
well-executed event went off without a 
hitch.

>>> Cherrey Cup goes to the Kings
The Elmira Sugar Kings claimed the 

Cherrey in six games, defeating the 
Listowel Cyclones 3-2 on Apr. 8 to claim 
the Midwestern Conference crown.

>>> Police identify remains found near 
Breslau

Police identified the remains of a man 
found next to a field on Victoria Street 
North near Greenhouse Road in early 
February 2010.

The victim was reported to be 
50-year-old James Zimmerlee Gabriel, 
a homeless man who frequently stayed 
at shelters in the downtown area of 
Kitchener. Police continued investigat-
ing the incident, treating it as sudden 
death until more information could be 
found.

>>> Woolwich approves expansion for 
Woodland Christian school

A planned expansion at Woodland 
Christian High School got the go-
ahead, as Woolwich council approved 
the necessary zoning changes. The 
decision cleared the way for the pur-
chase of 2.5 acres from a neighbour-
ing 55-acre parcel of farmland owned 
by the Roman Catholic Episcopal Corp. 
The property, immediately north of the 
school at 1058 Spitzig Rd., will house 
the addition of four new classrooms 
and a second gym.

>>> Conestogo parents get crossing 
guard position re-instated

Facing the loss of a crossing guard at 
Conestogo Public School, the commu-
nity rallied to keep the position staffed. 
Where Woolwich Township was looking 
to discontinue the service, it opted to 
keep it on as long as the community 
support continues.

Discontinued in 2007 because Wool-
wich was unable to find someone to 
staff the crossing, the service resumed 
in March 2010 when the parent council 
at Conestogo Public School rallied its 
members to provide coverage. As long 
as that continues, the crossing guard 
will remain in place, councillors de-
cided Apr. 19.

>>> Arson leads to charges
A Hawkesville woman and two Kitch-

ener men were arrested in connection 
with a fire that destroyed a Waterloo 
retail strip mall.

Lyntje Zinger, 24, Daniel Campbell, 
25, and William Schneider, 31, were 
charged with arson related to the Apr. 
22, 2010 blaze at the Campus Court 
plaza, 140 University Ave. W. Damage 
was pegged at $4.5 million. Both sus-
pects were arrested Apr. 26, Campbell 
in Kitchener and Zinger in Waterloo.

MAY
>>> Albrecht wins seat, but mourns 

loss of wife
Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Al-

brecht handily won re-election May 2, 
He won 28,874 votes, 54 per cent of 
the total.

Lorne Bruce of the NDP came second 
with 11,653 votes (21.82 per cent), 
mirroring the final results nation-wide 
that saw the Conservative party cap-
ture a majority government with 39.62 
per cent of the vote and 167 seats in 
Parliament. Bob Rosehart, the Liberal 
candidate, got 11,583 votes.

The win was overshadowed, however, 
when Albrecht’s wife, Betty, was rushed 
to hospital, ultimately succumbing to a 
spontaneous intracranial hemorrhage. 
She was 59.

>>> Higher densities OK’d in Breslau 
subdivision

A small increase in the density of a 
Breslau subdivision was approved de-
spite protests from neighbours in the 
older part of the village. 

Woolwich councillors May 3 approved 
a bylaw change for an additional 10 
units – replacing single-family dwell-
ing with townhouses – in the Riverland 
development in the south end.

>>> Kings are Sutherland Cup champs
No one would have predicted the 

Elmira Sugar Kings would be the 
Sutherland Cup winners at the begin-
ning of the season. No one except head 
coach Geoff Haddaway.

“This is what I envisioned at the end 
of the year, there was no question. I 
never said it all year long but this is 
the outcome I envisioned,” he said fol-
lowing the May 6 win in Niagara Falls 
that capped a great season for the Ju-
nior B hockey club.

The Kings claimed the provincial Ju-
nior B title with a 4-0 victory over the 
Niagara Falls Canucks

>>> Locals inducted into region’s hall 
of fame

More than 40 years after the Bre-
slau Merchants won their 15th league 

championship, the team was inducted 
into the Waterloo Region Hall of Fame 
May 15. 

The darlings of the North Waterloo 
Rural Softball League – which ran for 
60 years starting in 1931 and was the 
oldest continuous organized softball 
league in Canada – were recognized 
at a gala event at the Waterloo Region 
Museum. 

The event also honoured Stan Deckert, 
a pillar of the Linwood community for 
almost 80 years who worked tirelessly 
to make it a better place to live for his 
friends, his neighbours and his family.

Deckert, who passed away in 2002, 
was inducted into the hall along with 
seven other individuals and two sports 
teams in front of more than 350 people 
at the Waterloo Region Museum.

>>> Wellesley staff gets 2.5% wage 
increase

Wellesley councillors rejected a re-
quest by senior staff to implement a 
three per cent cost-of-living increase 
to wages retroactive to Jan. 1, settling 
instead on a 2.5 per cent increase.

In a 3-2 vote at council May 17, the 
motion was defeated and an amend-
ment made to adjust the wage increase 
to be more in line with the provincial 
average. 

>>> Woolwich demands peer review 
for Winterbourne pit

Residents opposed to a gravel pit 
proposed for Winterbourne won a small 
victory May 24, as Woolwich council 
pressed to have a visual-impact study 
reviewed by a third party. The move 
counters a planning staff recommen-
dation against forcing a peer review of 
a study previously submitted by Kuntz 
Topsoil, Sand and Gravel. Staff main-
tained its position there would be “no 
unacceptable visual impacts” from the 
pit, planned for 125 Peel St.

In a split decision May 24, however, 
councillors vote 3-2 in favour of the 
peer review, siding with residents who 
argued both the applicant’s consultant 
and township staff had failed to iden-
tify the full extent of what a gravel pit 
would look like in the midst of the pas-
toral Winterbourne Valley.

>>> CarShare gets Woolwich financing
Grand River CarShare moved closer to 

setting up shop in Elmira May 24, as 
Woolwich council agreed to extend the 
organization a $30,000 line of credit. 
The money was earmarked to help pur-
chase the initial fleet of three cars pro-
posed for the town.

>>> Man dies in Wallenstein collision
A Kitchener man was killed in a two-

car crash west of Elmira May 25.
The head-on collision occurred near 

the intersection of Line 86 and Mallott 
Road, just outside of Wallenstein.

Gerald Wagner, 74, one of the driv-
ers, was pronounced dead at the scene 
after firefighters and other emergency 
crews attempted to revive him using 
CPR. 

>>> Synchro club buys Elmira pool
The old Elmira pool, idle since the 

opening of the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre in 2009, was sold May 30 to the 
Waterloo Regional Synchronized Swim-
ming Club for $450,000.

>>> Kings say goodbye to one coach, 
hire another

Only a week after Sugar Kings head 
coach Geoff Haddaway publicly an-

nounced his resignation, the reigning 
Sutherland Cup champions  named 
Dean De Silva, the head coach of the 
Waterloo Siskins for the past three sea-
sons, as their new man on May 30.

JUNE
>>> Weather cancels Robin Hood’s 

visit
It wasn’t King John, the Sheriff of Not-

tingham or Sir Guy of Gisbourne that 
kept Robin Hood away from Elmira, it 
was the weather. 

A severe thunderstorm in the region 
knocked down trees, took out power 
and forced the cancellation of the 
Robin in the Hood Festival June 4. Or-
ganizers of the event decided for safety 
reasons to cancel the event, the first 
time in 11 years.

>>> Artwork honours longtime 
librarian

A piece of stained glass art was un-
veiled at the Elmira library June 18 
in memory of Mary Anne Cressman, 
library supervisor from 1968-2009, 
who succumbed to cancer the previous 
summer at the age of 67.

>>> Soccer player named to national 
team

Elmira’s Tyler Pasher, 17, was named 
to the 21-man Canadian roster that 
will go to Mexico for the FIFA Under-17 
World Cup.

>>> EMSF hands out more than $60,000
Having been blessed with good 

weather and a large turnout at the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival in April, 
the EMSF committee was able to con-
tribute more than $60,000 to 23 com-
munity organizations at a ceremony 
held June 13 in Elmira.

>>> Lockout closes post office
Workers arriving at the Elmira post 

office June 15 were turned away, locked 
out by Canada Post as part of a labour 
dispute over wages, benefits and work-
ing conditions between the corporation 
and member of the Canadian Union of 
Postal Workers (CUPW). 

The move by Canada Post followed 
12 days of rotating strikes across the 
country by the union representing some 
54,000 postal workers. The federal 
government used back-to-work legis-
lation to get the mail moving again by 
June 28.

>>> Region approves LRT-based 
transit scheme

Waterloo Region’s urban residents 
face a tax hike of some 10 per cent 
over the next seven years to pay for 
transit, including the light-rail scheme 
approved June 15 by regional council.

Electric trains on dedicated lines 
linking Conestoga Mall in Waterloo and 
Fairview Park mall in Kitchener should 
be running by 2017. Fast buses will 
connect the Kitchener mall with the 
bus terminal in Galt. 

The plan will cost $818 million in di-
rect costs, $565 million of which will 
come from the provincial and federal 
governments, leaving regional taxpay-
ers on the hook for $253 million, plus 
ancillary costs including road improve-
ments.

Township residents will not be on the 
hook for the costs.

>>> Trucks destroyed in early-morning 
fire

Just after 1 a.m. June 23 Linwood 

and St. Clements fire crews responded 
to a call at Steed and Evans Limited 
at the intersection of Ament Line and 
Kressler Road, about 1.5 km north of 
Heidelberg.

As many as eight large salt-spread-
ing trucks were either destroyed or 
damaged in the blaze, with the price 
tag pegged at $1.6-million.

>>> Pavilion renamed in Breslau
Jim Burton, a tireless volunteer, was 

honoured June 25 by the Breslau Rec-
reation Association for his dedication 
to the park over the last 20 years. The 
pavilion in the park was renamed the 
Jim Burton Pavilion.

>>> Kate’s Kause gets $25,000 grant
A little more than a week after her 

second birthday, Kate Meissner re-
ceived an unforgettable gift from the 
Keg Steakhouse through the company’s 
“Thanks a Million” promotion.

On  June 29, Kate – who turned two 
on June 21 – and her parents Kelly and 
Jeremy received a $25,000 cheque from 
the restaurant chain to go towards 
building an accessible playground in 
Elmira through their charity, Kate’s 
Kause.

>>> Order of Canada for Gladwell
Writer and author Malcolm Gladwell 

– British-born but raised in Elmira – 
was  among 50 notable Canadians who 
was chosen to be inducted or promoted 
within the Order of Canada.

Gladwell joined comedian Eugene 
Levy, hockey star Hayley Wickenheiser 
and scientist and CBC radio host Bob 
McDonald, among others, on this year’s 
list. He is a staffer at the New Yorker 
magazine and has written several 
thought-provoking books.

 
JULY
>>> Man dies in Drayton collision

A 30-year-old London man was killed 
July 4 in Drayton when his motorcycle 
collided with an SUV, whose driver, a 
54-year-old Guelph woman, was air-
lifted to hospital in London with life-
threatening injuries.

Police report the rider was travel-
ling northeast at the Wellington Road 
7 and Wellington Road 11 intersection 
in Drayton when he failed to stop at a 
stop sign and collided with the SUV, 
which was travelling northwest.

The man, John Tennat, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

AUGUST
>>> Federal funding for Breslau 

airport
Regional, provincial and federal 

politi cians gathered at the Region of 
Waterloo International Airport Aug. 3 to 
officially unveil the airports new com-
bined maintenance and fire hall facil-
ity, along with more than $3 million in 
new funding.

Federal Minister of Transport, 
Infrastruc ture and Communities Denis 
Lebel announced an investment of $3.2 
million in improve ments at the airport.

>>> Woolwich rejects Hunsberger 
gravel pit

Residents opposed to plans for a 
gravel pit near Conestogo won a battle 
when Woolwich council denied zone 
change and Official Plan changes 
requested by Hunder Developments, 
which moved the debate to the provin-
cial arena via the Ontario Municipal 
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Board.
It was reason for a full gallery of 

spectators to cheer Aug. 9 as council-
lors backed a planning staff report rec-
ommending the applications be turned 
down.

Director of engineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley argued the proposed ag-
gregate operation presented a range of 
problems that make it inappropriate 
for the area. 

>>> Two dead in collision west of 
Elmira

Two people died and another was air-
lifted to hospital following a collision 
Aug. 17 involving a car and a trans-
port truck at the intersection of Flora-
dale Road and Line 86 just outside of 
Elmira.

Emergency crews were called to the 
scene after the eastbound truck, carry-
ing a load of cattle, struck the driver’s 
side of the northbound Chevrolet Mal-
ibu attempting to cross the intersec-
tion.

The driver of the car, 82-year-old Mary 
Poschner of Waterloo, and a passenger, 
76-year-old Maria Rauh, also of Water-
loo, were both pronounced dead at the 
scene.

A second passenger of the car, a 
73-year-old Kitchener woman, was 
taken by air ambulance to Hamilton 
General Hospital with major injuries.

>>> Hawkesville playground build 
filmed for TV

Three days, six local kids, 635 tons 
of sand and countless volunteer hours 
combined to transform the danger-
ous and decrepit playground at the 
Hawkesville Community Centre into an 
area that should put the village of 250 
people on the map for years to come.

The playground was one of 13 in the 
province to undergo a thematic renova-
tion for Sinking Ship’s Giver program, 
which will air on TV Ontario later this 
year. 

“It’s amazing. Monday morning this 
place was terrible and now it’s beauti-
ful,” said Brad Voisin, the director of 
facilities for the Township of Wellesley 
and the man who first contacted Sink-
ing Ship for inclusion in the Giver pro-
gram. “The playground equipment here 
was very old and had to be removed, it 
was inspected in the spring by a pro-
fessional and everything but one piece 
failed.”

>>> Wellesley opens splash pad
In a party three years in the making, 

the Wellesley Watering Hole splash park 
was officially unveiled to the public in 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony Aug. 13.

The $260,000, 5,400-squarefoot proj-
ect is the first of its kind in Wellesley. 
The park uses a recirculation system 
to recycle much of the water used by 
those enjoying the pad, and it includes 
an advanced UV filtration system that 
ensures the water is safe for use.

>>> Elmira youth centre gets 
sustainable funding

The youth centre at the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre in Elmira received some 
much needed funding Aug. 31 from the 
Astley Family Foundation. The organi-
zation pledged $75,000 to the centre 
over the next five years.

SEPTEMBER
>>> Three arrested following fire at 

Union Street, Elmira property
Police made three arrests in relation 

to a Sept. 11 house fire on Union Street 
in Elmira

Witnesses told police they saw three 
males running from the area. The sus-
pects, a 17-year-old from Waterloo and 
an 18-year-old and 19 year-old from 
Elmira, were charged with arson. The 
two older males were caught in a foot 
chase not far from the blaze, while the 
17-year-old was apprehended at home 
later that evening.

>>> Fair ambassador crowned
Tori Brick, an 18-year-old student at 

the University of Guelph, was crowned 
the Wellesley-North Easthope Fair am-
bassador on Sept. 13. Brick won after a 
tight race with two other contestants, 
Kelsey Gardner, 19, and Ashley Guild, 
17.

>>> Elmira industrial site gets a new 
owner

A vacant industrial site west of Elmi-
ra was approved as the new home to 
Tube-Line Manufacturing when Wool-
wich council cleared the way for the 
company to move, approving the nec-
essary changes to the township’s zon-
ing bylaw on Sept. 20.

The company outgrew its space near 
Wallenstein in Wellesley Township. 
The new site allows it room to expand. 
Tube-Line, which makes bale-wrappers 
and loaders for farm use, brings some 
40 jobs with it.

The manufacturing operation is the 
latest incarnation for the 18-acre site 
at 6455 Reid Woods Dr. It was previ-
ously home to Elmira Wood Products. 
Prior to that, the site was used for an 
egg-grading operation.

>>> Wellesley nixes Sunday gun 
hunting

Wellesley councillors turned down 
Sunday gun hunting in the towship in 
a split vote Sept. 20, putting to rest 
an issue that had been on the table 
for a few months. The 4-1 result came 
despite a last-minute push by propo-
nents, with only Coun. Paul Hergott 
supporting the bid, saying the majority 
of people he spoke to were in favour of 
the issue.

>>> Woolwich rec. director retires
Woolwich recreation and facilities di-

rector Larry Devitt, who retired after 28 
years with the township, was feted at 
an event held Sept. 22 at the WMC in 
Elmira

OCTOBER
>>> Tories win Kitchener-Conestoga in 

provincial election
PC candidate Michael Harris unseat-

ed incumbent Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Leeanna Pendergast in the Oct. 6 
provincial election.

Harris defeated Pendergast by about 
3,500 votes to win the riding – 18,005 
to 14,469 – along with nearly 44 per 
cent of the share of voters. NDP can-
didate Mark Cairns finished third with 
just over 7,000 votes. The Green Party’s 
Robert Rose garnered 1,116 votes – or 
2.7 per cent of the total. 

>>> Thomasfield has big plans for 
Breslau

Plans for sweeping changes to the 
look of Breslau took form Oct. 11 as the 
developer rolled out details of a mixed-
use project that would bring 2,300 new 
residents and 3,330 jobs to the area. 

Thomasfield Homes envisions a com-
bination of residential (single-family, 

semis, townhouses and apartment 
buildings), commercial space, offices, 
retail stores, industrial uses, schools, 
open space, trails and wetlands ex-
tending over more than 335 acres east 
of the company’s current development, 
the Hopewell Heights subdivision. The 
site also includes a proposed GO Tran-
sit station.

>>> Woolwich posts small surplus in 
2010

Despite running a substantial op-
erating deficit, mainly due to large 
cost overruns at the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre, the township finished 2010 
with a small surplus thanks to the fact 
it did not spend all of the budgeted 
funds on the capital side. 

In a report to council Oct. 11, direc-
tor of finance Richard Petherick said 
a $223,565 capital surplus offset a 
$206,718 operating deficit to provide 
an overall surplus of $16,847, which 
will be transferred into the township’s 
capital budget contingency reserve 
fund.

>>> Trees for Woolwich gets planting
With a ceremony in Elmira’s Gore Park 

and a larger planting in Bloomingdale 
on Oct. 15, the newly-formed Trees 
for Woolwich began a project to plant 
23,000 trees – one for every resident in 
the township

>>> Kings win 14 straight to open the 
season

The Elmira Sugar Kings won 14 games 
to start the 2011-12 season, seeing the 
streak finally come to an end Oct. 16 
in a 5-3 loss to the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks in front of about 670 spectators 
at the Dan Snyder Arena.

>>> New rec. director checks in
Woolwich’s new director of recreation 

and facilities, Karen Makela, started 
work Oct. 20, inheriting a department 
with financial woes just as the town-
ship started work on its 2012 budget.

Makela came to the township with 28 
years of experience in the parks and 
recreation sector, having held senior 
management positions with both the 
former Town of Walden (now part of the 
City of Greater Sudbury) and most re-
cently with the City of Elliot Lake.

>>> GRT route 21 made permanent
Grand River Transit’s route 21 con-

necting Elmira and St. Jacobs to Wa-
terloo Was made permanent via a vote 
at Region of Waterloo council Oct. 26. 

The decision leaves Woolwich resi-
dents on the hook for $450,000 a year. 
The expense would require a 2.6-per-
cent increase on the regional portion 
of property tax bills, adding $38.15 a 
year to the average residential property 
valued at $254,000. 

>>> Wellesley home to region’s largest 
tree

The nominations were tallied and the 
measurements double-checked, but 
in the end it really was no contest as 
Wellesley Township retained the title of 
home of the biggest tree in the region. 

The search was part of the 2011 
Champion Tree Hunt of Waterloo Re-
gion, and this year a massive 38.4-me-
tre eastern cottonwood with a trunk 
measuring more than 7 metres in cir-
cumference was crowned the winner 
Oct. 29.

The tree is located in a small valley at 
the side of the road near 4599 Weimar 
Line, between Bamberg and the village 

of Wellesley.  It’s the same species of 
tree that won the last Champion Tree 
Hunt, held in 1990, and the new cham-
pion is only a few kilometres from that 
spot.

NOVEMBER
>>> Expanded commercial area 

proposed for Elmira
Changes proposed for the Foodland 

property in Elmira include an expanded 
grocery store, as well as new retail 
space such as a Harvey’s Restaurant, a 
dollar store and Beer Store, according 
to plans discussed at Woolwich council 
Nov.1.

The additions were unveiled during a 
public meeting to discuss Official Plan 
and zone changes requested by Sobeys 
Capital Inc., owners of the site at Ar-
thur Street and South Field Drive. 

Under the proposal, the Foodland 
would expand into the vacant portion 
of the existing building, increasing in 
size to 47,000 square feet from the 
current 34,000. A 22,000-sq.-ft. ad-
dition would be built on to the current 
structure, some 9,000 sq. ft. for a re-
tail outlet such as a dollar store and 
13,000 sq. ft. for a mix of retail, ser-
vices and offices, perhaps including a 
wine store. Two separate freestanding 
buildings would be constructed on the 
west side of the current parking lot, 
closer to Arthur Street: a 6,900-sq.-ft. 
unit to house a restaurant with a drive-
thru (Harvey’s being the name attached 
to the project), and one of 8,000 sq. ft. 
that could be the new home of the Beer 
Store.

>>> More kash for Kate’s Kause
Just days after hosting the Kate’s 

Kause fun fair and benefit dance at 
Lions Hall, Kelly Meissner received 
a $60,000 cheque from the national 
Together We Play contest Nov. 16. The 
money added to the running total for 
a universally accessible playground in 
Elmira.

>>> Victoria Glen deal entrenches 
parkland

More than two years after a group of 
concerned citizens first voiced their 
opposition to the development of resi-
dential homes in Victoria Glen Park in 
Elmira, the issue was finally laid to 
rest Nov. 16 when Woolwich formally 
completed its purchase of the region-
owned parcels of land. 

The $1 transaction was agreed to at 
regional council, and it trans fers own-
ership of two plots of land at the in-
tersection of Dunke Street and Victoria 
Glen Street to the township; the first is 
at the southwest corner of the intersec-
tion and is approximately 0.83 acres, 
and the second parcel at the northeast 
corner is approximately 30’ by 100’. 

>>> Helicopter crash at airport kills 
young pilot

A flight instructor was killed Nov. 
28 when a helicopter crashed shortly 
after takeoff at the Region of Water-
loo Interna tional Airport in Bre slau. 
Tiffany Hanna, 29, was performing a 
routine flight training exercise with a 
male student when the two-seat Rob-
inson R22 heli copter plummeted back 
to earth. 

The helicopter crashed into a storm-
water pond near a wooded area on the 
airport property. The instructor and the 
stu dent were pulled out of the wreck-
age by rescu ers before emergency 
crews arrived. Hanna was pronounced 
dead at the scene after a failed re-

suscitation attempt. The student was 
initially taken to Grand River Hospital 
with serious injuries and was later air-
lifted to the Hamilton Gen eral Hospital. 

DECEMBER
>>> Dwindling congregation sees 

church close
After 141 years, Chalmers Presbyte-

rian church in Winter bourne closed its 
doors for the final time with a special 
ser vice Dec. 4. Built in 1870, church 
members have finally arrived at one 
undeni able fact: people no lon ger seem 
interested in attending church any-
more.

>>> Woolwich defers ice rental fee 
hikes

Planned rate hikes that would see 
Woolwich Mi nor Hockey hit with an 
11 per cent increase next year were 
quashed by council lors, who sent staff 
off to find a sharper pencil. 

While agreeing to a host of user fee 
increases – some of them huge – for a 
host of township services, council lors 
meeting Dec. 13 opted to defer a deci-
sion on arena rental fees.

>>> Water and sewer rates continue 
to rise

Residents on full municipal services 
are to shell out another $50 in 2012 for 
water and sewer fees, Woolwich coun-
cillors decided Dec. 13.

Waterloo Region has pushed water 
rates by 6.9 per cent and wastewater 
7.9 per cent. In Woolwich, which buys 
water from the region and runs the 
distribution systems itself, that trans-
lates into a water rate hike of 6.9 per 
cent, to $1.52 per cubic metre from 
$1.43 (a jump of $16 to $22 per year 
for an average household) and waste-
water increases of 7.84 per cent, to 
$1.90 per cubic metre from $1.76 ($25 
to $33 per year).

>>> CHL designation for covered 
bridge

Council approved a cultural heri-
tage landscape designation for the 
area surrounding the West Montrose 
covered bridge on Dec. 13. The move 
provides an extra layer of protection for 
the area’s historic character, in some 
instances requiring a heritage study 
prior to de velopment within the lands 
of the CHL, which covers some 1,670 
acres. 

>>> Flights to connect region to 
Chicago

American Eagle, the regional affiliate 
of American Airlines, announced Dec. 
13 it would offer daily flights to Chica-
go from the Region of Waterloo Interna-
tional Airport beginning June 14, 2012.

>>> Union Street subdivision gets 
thumbs down

Woolwich officials remained unmoved 
in their opposition to a 41-home resi-
dential subdivision proposed for the 
Union Street industrial area of Elmira, 
with council voting Dec. 20 to deny the 
project.

The decision came in preparation for 
an Ontario Municipal Board hearing re-
quested by the developer, Hawk Ridge 
Homes

The location is adjacent to a variety 
of industrial uses, most notably Sulco 
Chemicals and Chemtura Co., and the 
township deems the proposed used in-
compatible with the surrounding envi-
ronment. 

THE 2011 OBSERVER YEAR IN REVIEW
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THE MONITOR

 > French nutritionist Pierre Dukan suggests students in their 
final-year exams, the baccalaureate, get higher marks if they 

maintain their weight in the ideal range

 > Public Works Canada

It’s a fantastic motivator. The baccalaureate is 
really important in France. Kids want to get 

it, their parents want them to even more, so 
why not get them to work together on nutri-
tion?

The federal government dropped $53.8 million 
into promoting its Economic Action Plan in 

2009-10, more than the entire federal ad budget 
prior to the Conservatives taking power. Over-
all, Ottawa spent $136.3 million that year, up 
from $41.3 million in 2005-06. 

LaMonte Jefferies  letter on page  14

Parents driving their kids to school have created the con-
gestion problems. 

Here we are a week into the new 
year. Have you broken any resolu-

tions yet? Did you make any in the 
first place?

What is it about a new calendar 
year that makes us eager to reinvent 
ourselves, if  only a little bit? The 
coming of  a new year is seen as a 
fresh start and a time for deciding 
what needs to be changed and where 
to go next. It’s for these reasons that 
so many people make New Year’s 
resolutions to accomplish things 
such as to exercise more, quit smok-
ing, pay off  debt, save more money, 
complete projects, get organized, 
further education, lose weight, and 
the like.

Perhaps there’s an endless opti-
mism that we can change, that we 
can be better – which, of  course, rec-
ognizes that we all have something 
in our lives that we wish to alter. 
Psychologists tell us this is normal 

human behaviour, adding that the 
tough part is actually following 
through on the impulse for self-im-
provement. In other words, fanta-
sizing about a better you, about an 
idealized version of  you – most of  
us can actually picture ourselves 
that way – will remain just that: a 
fantasy. Unless, that is, we are will-
ing to work hard to make the dream 
a reality.

As individuals, we’ve been per-
forming this ritual for centuries 
– for some of  us, resolving to do the 
same thing, such as exercise more, 
is indeed a yearly ritual, but that’s 
another story. Can this sense of  re-
newal be extended to a wider venue 
– say, to a community as a whole? We 
go into 2012 with many of  the same 
uncertainties that have plagued us 
since the financial industry-created 
crisis of  2008. Last year we had both 
federal and provincial elections, but 

things got bleaker with a majority in 
Ottawa, while the minority govern-
ment at Queen’s Park has yet to test 
its mettle.

Optimism, at least in part, is at the 
root of  the decision every time we 
elect a new government, a chance 
that something will actually change. 
That politicians seldom make a dif-
ference doesn’t seem to completely 
eliminate that sense of  “maybe this 
time” when we go to the polls.

This is perhaps the same hopeful-
ness that gets us to put down some 
money on lottery tickets: we can 
dream of  what we’ll do with the 
riches – a one-in-a-million chance – 
until the results come in and dash 
those hopes … but there’s always 
the next draw.

Unlike the winning lottery num-
bers, however, we have control over 
our resolutions and whether we 
stick to them. To a lesser extent, es-

pecially given the decreasing voter 
turnout, we have some control over 
our politicians – at least enough to 
throw the bums out. (That they are 
replaced by a new group of  bums is, 
again, another story.)

Many of  us make resolutions 
casually only to just as easily 
break them. We then rationalize 
our actions. In our jaded age, we’re 
equally blasé about the same lack 
of  follow-through from our elected 
officials – in fact, we’ve come to 
expect them to lie, cheat, break their 
promises and to otherwise act in a 
self-serving manner. That doesn’t 
mean, however, that we just accept 
the status quo.

Maybe this year’s resolutions 
should include expecting more from 
our politicians. Maybe our political 
leaders should resolve to do what’s 
right, to make us all better, if  only 
once in their current term.

It’s politicians who must resolve to improve
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THE VOICE

THE VIEW FROM HERE

Not on the Really Important list, but
2011 was fateful nonetheless

GWYNNE DYER

International
Affairs

BY SCOTT ARNOLD

If the biggest worry is the state of the weather, the year is off to a
pretty good start in these parts ... though you’d never guess it.

Every year brings changes, but some 
years really are turning points: 1492, 

1789, 1914, and 1989, for example. Does 
2011 belong in the august company of  
such Really Important Years? Probably 
not, but it definitely qualifies for mem-
bership in the second tier of  Quite 
Important Years.

Three big stories ran right through 
the year, any one of  which would have 
qualified 2011 for membership status. 
The Arab Spring is an epochal event, 
even if  democratic revolutions may 
fail in some countries in the end. The 
euro crisis threatens the European 
Union with collapse and confirms the 
shift of  economic power from West 
to East. And the struggle to prevent 
disastrous climate change was aban-
doned for the rest of  the decade.

The name, it should be noted, is the 
Arab Spring, not the Muslim Spring, 
because a majority of  the world’s Mus-
lims already live in countries that are 
democratic: Turkey, Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, and even 
Iran (in roughly descending order of  
how democratic they really are). But 
the Arab countries seemed remark-
ably impervious to democracy – until 
it suddenly became clear that they 
weren’t.

The revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt 
and Libya were not just about elec-
tions. They were revolts against the 
arrogance and corruption of  the 
ruling elites, against poverty, against 
the reign of  fear that underpinned all 
of  those regimes. But there was and 
still is a genuine democratic idealism 

at the heart of  these revolutions, and 
despite all the disappointments and 
detours that will inevitably follow, 
something profound has changed in 
the Arab world.

Similar revolutions could well suc-
ceed to other Arab countries in the 
coming year, but in some cases they 
may not even be necessary. Formerly 
autocratic monarchies like Jordan and 
Morocco are in full retreat, hoping to 
safeguard their privileges by grant-
ing political freedoms to the people. 
And the long and increasingly bloody 
struggle in Syria could still end in a 
relatively peaceful transition to de-
mocracy, not a civil war.

We should have learned not to un-
derestimate people by now. The Arab 
Spring is the culmination of  a wave of  
non-violent revolutions that started in 
Asia in the 1980s (Philippines, South 
Korea, Thailand, Indonesia, Bangla-
desh, plus failed attempts in China 
and Burma). They spread to Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union 
in 1989-91, ended apartheid in South 
Africa in 1994, and brought down Slo-
bodan Milosevic in Serbia in 2000.

Then there was a decade-long gap, 
but now they’re back, and not just in 
the Arab world. The ruthless Burmese 

regime is retreating from power under 
relentless pressure from the pro-
democracy movement led by Aung San 
Suu Kyi, and even Vladimir Putin in 
Moscow must suddenly feel vulnerable 
as he watches the crowds come out in 
Russia to demand their country back. 
Non-violence works. It will even work 
in China eventually.

From the sublime to the ridiculous. 
The decade-old euro, which aspired to 
become the common currency of  the 
European Union and even a rival to 
the U.S. dollar, is in acute danger of  
collapse, and the efforts of  European 
leaders to save it have been comically 
inept. Seventeen of  the 27 countries in 
the EU, including all the big economies 
except Britain’s, use the euro, but that 
number may drop sharply in the next 
few years. It might even drop to zero.

The euro was a political project 
from the start, and it may also die of  
politics. The initial idea was that a 
common currency would bind the EU 
members closer together, but it never 
made any sense for low-productivity 
economies like Spain, Italy and Greece 
to use the same currency as high-per-
forming economies like Germany.

The only way it could have worked 
was for the richer countries to subsi-
dize the poorer countries forever (like 
the richer regions of  France or Japan 
subsidize the poorer regions). Then, 
provided that there was also a power-
ful central bank to stop the poorer 
countries from borrowing too much 
(because they now had a strong cur-

What is your New 
Years resolution 
for 2012?

I don’t have one this year, that way I 
can’t break it.

 > Kim Groen

I resolve to save more money this 
year.

 > Holly Steinman

To spend more time with family.
 > Frieda Kuepfer

To be more fit and to eat healthier.
 > Jeff Bast
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They call it democracy, but that’s still a stretch

Steve Kannon

From the
Editor

Was 2011 the year of  democracy? 
Or, at least, when we gave lip 

service to democracy?
As Gwynne Dyer notes in his year-

end summary, the planet was full 
of  democracy-related news, most 
notably the Arab Spring. Public ac-
tion in the likes of  Egypt, Libya and 
Syria (still unfolding) put shame to 
the those of  us here who can’t even 
be bothered to vote, nor to even take 
note of  the erosion of  our rights 
and freedoms.

In the latter context, we did see 
the Occupy movement gain some 
traction, only to break on the battle-
ments of  public apathy and en-
trenched corporate interests. While 
casting some light on the inequi-
ties of  the system, the movement’s 
failure to breakthrough echoes the 
string of  letdowns that followed 
the financial collapse of  2008, as 
politicians of  all stripes sold out 
the public interest to corporations 
lobbying against regulation and ac-
countability.

We got platitudes – lip service – 
but no action.

What did stick from the Occupy 
experience are the 1% and 99% 
labels. Not just catchy, they are ap-
propriate as they show the growing 
economic inequities in our society: 
a handful of  people got richer even 
as the majority of  us took a hit. 

That’s a problem in itself, but the 
real story lies in the fact that those 
who have profited are responsible 
for the poor economy, having lob-
bied for the deregulation, trade and 
fiscal policies that created the mess.

We remember the slogans, but 
how many of  us really got the mes-
sage?

As it does every year, the Cana-
dian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
brought the situation into stark 
relief  this week – and garnered the 
usually short-lived media attention 
– with its report on the compensa-
tion of  Canada’s top 100 CEOs. By 
noon on Tuesday, that select group 
had already pocketed $44,366 – what 
it takes the average wage earner an 
entire year to make.

The Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives’ (CCPA) annual look at 
CEO compensation reveals Canada’s 
Elite 100 CEOs – subbed the 0.01$ – 
pocketed an average $8.38 million in 
2010, 27 per cent more than the aver-
age $6.6 million they took in 2009.

In contrast, after taking inflation 

into account, the average worker’s 
weekly earnings are lower now than 
they were during the worst of  the 
2008-09 recession.

“The average of  Canada’s CEO 
Elite 100 make 189 times more than 
Canadians earning the average 
wage,” says the report’s author, 
economist Hugh Mackenzie.

“If  you think that’s normal, it’s 
not. In 1998, the highest paid 100 
Canadian CEOs earned 105 times 
more than the average wage, itself  
likely more than double the figure 
for a decade earlier.”

The report finds that those CEOs 
among the country’s richest 0.01 per 
cent, a privileged group of  2,460 tax 
filers whose minimum income was 
$1.85 million in 2007. Their incomes 
soar above the average income of  
$404,500 (2007) required to enter the 
richest 1 per cent club. The low-
est paid of  Canada’s CEO Elite 100 
pocketed $3.9 million in 2010, though 
few of  us would shed any tears over 
that. 

 “The conclusion from these data 
is inescapable,” says Mackenzie. 
“Soaring executive pay plays a sig-
nificant role in driving the growth 
in income inequality in Canada. 
“The gap between Canada’s CEO 
Elite 100 and the rest of  us is grow-
ing at a fast and steady pace, with 
no signs of  letting up.”

These people are certainly the 
elite, as the title of  the report sug-
gests. Still, there’s something to be 
said to fall into that 1% category 
that is the mainstay of  the Occupy 
movement. If  you’ve made it into 
Canada’s richest 1% club, you’re 
among the 246,000 who made a mini-
mum of  $169,300 and an average 
income of  $404,500 (as of  2007, the 
most recent year for which data are 
available.). 

What about the remaining 99% of  
us? Well, we’ve not been so lucky, 
says the report.

Between September 2010 and 
September 2011, average weekly 
earnings in Canada rose by only 1.1 
per cent. After taking inflation into 
account, weekly earnings are now 
lower than they were during the 
worst of  Canada’s 2008-09 reces-
sion, resulting in a dan gerous mix: 
Canadians are feeling the squeeze 
of  shrinking disposable incomes, 
a rising cost of  living, and record-
high household debt.

Clearly, the very modest efforts 
made to correct such inequities did 
not make the problems vanish when 
the calendar flipped over. Much 
more effort is needed if  we’re going 
to reverse a decades-long slide. Note, 
however, that politicians don’t have 
that kind of  change among their 
resolutions.

Parents share blame 
in John Mahood 
traffic woes

rency, which let them borrow almost 
unlimited amounts of  money at 
very low rates), the whole project 
might work.

The richer countries like Ger-
many and France had no intention 
of  subsidizing the poorer ones, 
and they wouldn’t allow a powerful 
central bank either, but the project 
went ahead anyway. The euro might 
have stumbled on, amid growing 
difficulties, for another decade – but 
the international financial crisis of  
2008 put an end to that.

When the tide goes out, as legend-
ary investor Warren Buffett put it, 
you find out who’s been swimming 
naked. The European economies 
were as naked as jaybirds, and so 
the vultures began to circle (to mix 
a metaphor). Every month of  this 
year has seen another “crisis sum-
mit” meeting of  EU leaders, but 
they have produced no credible solu-
tion to the euro’s problems because 
the richer countries are still unwill-
ing to subsidise the poorer ones.

There are three possible outcomes 
to this mess. One is that the poorer 
countries simply bail out of  the 
euro and revive their old separate 
currencies, which would cause some 
serious bank crashes in Europe and 
collateral damage elsewhere. The 
second is that the euro as a whole 
collapses, causing severe damage to 
all the Western economies including 
the United States. The third is that 
the European Union itself  fall apart.

Option one is almost certain to 
happen. Option two is getting more 

likely by the month. Option three is 
still relatively unlikely – which is 
just as well, given what a disunited 
Europe used to be like. But the 
sheer vulnerability of  what are still 
technically the world’s most power-
ful economies is now plain for all to 
see.

The power shift from the old 
Atlantic world to the emerging 
economies of  Asia was going to hap-
pen eventually in any case: the five 
centuries when the Europeans and 
their overseas kin were global top 
dogs are at an end. But the arrogant 
risk-taking, blind greed, and sheer 
ignorance that caused the crash of  
2008 and its after-shocks are making 
the shift happen a lot faster.

And so to the really bad news. The 
Arctic sea ice is disappearing faster 
than even the pessimists feared, 
massive floods are devastating huge 
areas (Pakistan, Thailand, Austra-
lia), and sea level is rising at twice 
the predicted speed, but nothing 
will be done about it for the next 10 
years. That, effectively, was the deci-
sion – or rather, the non-decision – 
taken at the annual climate change 
summit in Durban in December.

It has been clear since the debacle 
at Copenhagen in 2009 that a global 
agreement to curb the warming 
was in grave trouble, but the deal 
in Durban may have been worse 
than no deal at all. The only existing 
agreement, the Kyoto Protocol of  
15 years ago, has been extended for 
another five years, but it only limits 
the emissions of  the developed 
countries, and even they will not be 
required to meet any stricter targets 

To the Editor,
 � Please excuse me for sounding 

like I’m defending a public sector 
institution with this letter, but the 
reason John Mahood PS sends home 
what you consider frivolous e-mails 
and memos is not to make you anon-
ymous parents look dumb (Letters, 
Observer, Dec. 17/11). They need to 
distance themselves from potential 
lawsuits from the very families 
they are trying hard to protect. As 
soon as some little Suzy or Johnny 
stumbles into that three-inch-deep 
creek or falls off  a skateboard on or 
near school grounds, some parent 

LETTER

feels wronged and visions of  a big 
payout appears. 

I agree that banning students 
from school property until 15 
minutes before class starts is a bad 
policy, but the school is not to blame 
for the traffic woes. Parents driving 
their kids to school have created the 
congestion problems. Try letting 
your kids walk to and from classes. 
If  you anonymous parents would 
remove them from the bubble that is 
your minivan or SUV and let them 
get some fresh air and exercise, 
maybe you would raise kids that are 
in better physical shape and less al-
lergic to everything around them.

PS. You might also solve the traffic 
problem.

 > LaMonte Jefferies, Elmira

Dyer: Many shifts underway in the world, and that’s going to continue
> CONTINUED FROM PG. 13
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than those they accepted in 1997.
The emerging economies, whose 

emissions are growing very fast, 
still face no restrictions at all, al-
though China is already the world’s 
biggest emitter of  greenhouse gas-
es. The target date agreed for a new, 
more ambitious global agreement is 
now 2015, but they won’t even start 
talking about that until 2013. And 
even if  they do make a new deal by 
2015, which is far from certain, they 
have already agreed that it will not 
go into effect until 2020.

It is not the first time that short-
term self-interest has triumphed 
over the long-term common inter-

est, but it may be the worst time. 
By 2020 it will probably be impos-
sible to prevent the rise in average 
global temperature from exceeding 
2 degrees C (3.6 degrees F), which is 
generally agreed to be the point of  
no return. After that, we will prob-
ably find ourselves in a new world 
of  runaway warming. We know it, 
and yet we do nothing.

Compared to these huge changes 
in world politics, the global econo-
my, and climate policy, everything 
else that happened in 2011 was very 
small potatoes, but some of  it was 
very interesting.
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AUTO CAREAUTO CARE
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 

Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net   

www.leroysautocare.net

Complete Automotive Maintenance & Repair
NEW  

LOCATION!

Auto Care Tip of the Week
Start the New Year with savings! Visit our 
website and sign up for our newsletter to 
keep up to date with our specials and 
rebates, and you’ll receive $10 off your 
next service!

- LEROY MARTIN

James Jackson

You are what you eat. It’s 
a common phrase that 

is more than 190 years old, 
yet one we still have trouble 
adhering to today.

Not to be taken literally, 
of  course, but “you are what 
you eat” is the basic idea 
that the food you consume 
influences both your health 
and state of  mind – and it’s 
also the name of  Conestogo 
resident Stephanie Forte’s 
newest business.

Forte, who has spent the 
past 14 years as a registered 
massage therapist, has de-
cided to expand her busi-
ness to include nutrition 
and health coaching and 
some personal training as 
well.

“I’ve been in fitness and 
health all my life. That’s 
where my passion lies,” 
said Forte while sitting in 
her home office at 2180 Hun-
sberger Rd.

“What I want to do is help 
the general public learn to 
eat again, and dispel some of  
the myths that are out there 
about what is good, what’s 
not, what you should eat, 
and what you shouldn’t.”

Forte said her passion 
for health started during 
her teenage years when she 
was 30 pounds overweight. 
Her struggle with trying to 
achieve a healthy lifestyle is 
what inspired her to want to 
do the same for others. 

She studied physical edu-
cation and biology, and after 
a brief  stint as a teacher, de-
cided to switch to massage 
therapy. She also has expe-
rience as a doula, provid-
ing support for women in 
labour, and said making the 
move to becoming a nutri-
tion and health coach was a 
natural progression for her.

She said her aim is to 
make life simpler for peo-
ple, and said she sometimes 
takes for granted the fact 
that not everyone has the 
same nutrition training as 
she does and have trouble 
making the right choice 
when it comes to eating 
healthier.

“I’ll teach people to read 
labels, and I’ll offer a ser-
vice where I’ll go shop-
ping with people. We’ll go 
through the aisles and learn 
to read the labels and learn 
to make better choices, be-
cause there is a lot of  con-
fusion,” she said, adding 
she will also go to a client’s 
home and help them look 
through their cupboards 
and fridge to spot the not-
so-healthy choices.

“I’m not going to throw it 
out like they do on TV,” she 
laughed. “I just want to help 
people understand what it is 
they’re eating.”

Forte will also give in-
struction on portion sizes, 
and help convince her cli-
ents that making dinner at 
home and eating healthy 
doesn’t take a lot of  time or 
money. She is not trained as 
a dietitian, she said, but in-
stead all of  her knowledge 
is self-taught by studying 
materials on the subject and 
through her educational 
background.

There are a few simple 
tricks that Forte uses to help 
clients achieve their weight 
goals or their healthy life-
style changes.

One of  the first things 

she says to do is go grocery 
shopping with a list of  items 
that you need, rather than 
shopping without one, be-
cause that is when you’re 
more likely to forget a staple 
ingredient and succumb to 
impulse buys.

Her second tip is that you 
should never grocery shop 
hungry; otherwise you’re 
more likely to splurge on 
snack items that you don’t 
really need and that are not 
as healthy for you.

She also said that there 
is simple cooking and bak-
ing tricks that can help cut 
down on fat or sugar in your 
recipes. One is to replace at 
least a portion of  the butter 
required for baking with ei-
ther apple sauce or prunes. 
Another is to use make 

small changes that will go 
virtually unnoticed, such as 
using whole wheat pasta in-
stead of  white.

Forte also stressed mak-
ing cooking a family affair 
where everyone can get in-
volved, that way cooking 
will be viewed as less of  a 
chore and more of  an activ-
ity to do together.

“And start your child 
early on real food,” instead 
of  food bought in jars, said 
Forte, who has a three-year-
old son of  her own. 

“I take a sweet potato, put 
it in the microwave until 
it’s soft, mash it up and I’m 
done. It’s easy, and cheaper.”

Forte is a big proponent of  
what she also calls the six 
pillars of  health, which are 
sleep, thoughts, breathing, 
drink, eating, and move-
ment. She stresses to her 
clients that they need to 
get adequate sleep at night, 
drink enough water, eat the 
right food, and stay in mo-
tion. She purposely avoids 
the word “exercise” though, 
as it can have negative con-
notations for some people, 
which could then discour-
age them from doing any ac-
tivity at all.

“The key is to find some-
thing that you enjoy; wheth-
er that’s swimming or run-
ning or playing sports, go 
back to thinking like you’re 
a kid again.”

With a new year upon 
us, Forte also recognizes 
the urge by most to make a 
New Years resolution to lose 
weight or start exercising 
more.

While those are good goals, 
she suggests to her clients 
not to get too far ahead of  
themselves and to just view 
every day as a new day and 
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You Are... What You Eat

> SEE NUTRITION ON PG. 16

CHOICES Stephanie 
Forte is expanding 
her massage therapy 
business to include health 
and nutrition coaching 

as well as personal 
training in 2012. 

Her aim is to 
help clients 
eat healthier 
foods and 
lead a more 
h e a l t h f u l 
lifestyle.

Conestogo massage therapist who’s branching out 
say's nutrition is a key factor in overall wellness
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THE WORLD’S LEADER 
IN WOMEN’S FITNESS 519-669-8967

112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira, Ontario

PERSONAL COACHING 
SYSTEM

DETAILED PROGRESS 
REPORT

DETAILED PROGRESS 
REPORT

JOIN NOW

Open at 6:00a.m.
Women Only Gym

Women’s Only 30 minute gym! It works!

YOU ARE WHAT 
YOU EAT

BA, BEd, RMT, Doula, 
Personal Trainer

519-569-1616

STEPHANIE FORTE

improve your health
increase your energy
lose weight
manage your stress
sleep better
feel great

NUTRITION & HEALTH COACHING
PERSONAL TRAINING, MASSAGE THERAPY
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Three bad men died, two 
of  them violently: North 
Korea’s Kim Jong-il, Libya’s 
Muammar Gaddafi, and al-
Qaeda’s founder Osama bin 
Laden. Four Latin American 
countries – Argentina, Gua-
temala, Nicaragua and Peru 
– elected new presidents. 
Five African countries – 
Congo, Ethiopia, Nigeria, 
Zimbabwe and Zambia – 
achieved higher economic 
growth rates than Brazil 
(though that was partly 
due to higher commodity 
prices).

An earthquake and tsu-
nami devastated a large area 
of  northern Japan, and the 
radioactive emissions from 
damaged nuclear reactors 
– about one-tenth of  what 
came out of  Chernobyl 
in 1986 – caused a global 
mini-panic. But in the end, 
the only country that an-
nounced a plan to shut down 
its reactors was Germany. 
(They’ll burn coal instead. 

Oh, good.)
American troops finally 

left Iraq in December, still 
insisting that they had ac-
complished their mission, 
whatever it was. NATO 
deployed its air power to 
help the rebels win in Libya, 
but it isn’t going to Syria. 
And the final shuttle flight 
from Cape Canaveral went 
into orbit in July. Dr Mike 
Griffin, the former head of  
NASA, said that “the human 
spaceflight program of  the 
U.S. will come to an end for 
the indefinite future” – but 
the Russians and the Chi-
nese are still sending people 
into space, and the Indians 
and the Europeans are 
working on it.

The multi-national Afri-
can “peacekeeping” force 
that is fighting in Somalia 
grew dramatically in size, 
although that is no guaran-
tee of  success. Sudan split 
into two countries. And 
Nigeria faced a growing 
terrorist threat from the 
Islamist “Boko Haram” sect.

The race to become the 
Republican presidential can-

didate in the United States 
started as farce and went 
straight downhill, with each 
“anybody but Mitt Romney” 
contender less plausible 
than the one before. It re-
sembled the old film “Those 
Magnificent Men in Their 
Flying Machines,” about a 
1910 air race from London to 
Paris, in which a collection 
of  extremely weird pilots 
in ramshackle biplanes and 
triplanes took turns being 
briefly in the lead and then 
crashed and burned. So 
Barack Obama will probably 

a new opportunity to make 
lifestyle changes.

“I don’t like the word 
‘diet’,” she said. “Even set-
ting a goal of  fitting into a 
certain dress or losing a spe-
cific amount of  weight sets 
you up for failure, because 
once that’s achieved you’re 
more likely to go back to 
your old habits.”

Instead, be mindful of  

what you’re putting into 
your body every day, she 
said, because food is fuel 
and the better fuel you use, 
the better you’ll perform.

Forte also makes the case 
for the rare indulgence from 
time to time, and lives by the 
80-20 rule, where 80 per cent 
of  what she eats is healthy 
and high-quality food, while 
the other 20 per cent she la-
bels as indulgences.

“Give yourself  a break ev-
ery once and a while,” she 
said with a smile. “If  you 
don’t see treats or goodies as 
forbidden during the rest of  
the year, you’ll be less likely 
to overindulge at Christmas 
or during any other holiday 
or get together.”

For more information on 
You Are What You Eat, call 
Stephanie Forte at 519-569-
1616.

be back in 2012.
There were widespread 

riots in England in August, 
and the “Occupy” move-
ment spread across the 
United States like measles 
(and went away almost as 
quickly). They were both 
really about the growing 
gap between the rich and 
the poor, but they had as 
little visible impact on how 
governments do business as 
anti-corruption campaigner 
Anna Hazare’s televised 
hunger strike in India.

India probably grew faster 

than China this year, though 
the final figures are not in – 
and India’s economy, unlike 
China’s, is not threatened by 
the biggest housing bubble 
in the history of  the world. 
That race, if  it really is a 
race, may have an unex-
pected result, though we 
will have to wait a couple of  
decades to know for sure.

Oh, and the world’s popu-
lation reached the seven bil-
lion mark in 2011. It passed 
through one billion around 
1800, and was still only 2 bil-
lion in 1940. Enough said.

Dyer: 2011

Nutrition: It's not all about sacrifices

It's A Brand New You!It's A Brand New You!
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We have a lot riding this year on farmers' success
Food For
Thought
Owen Roberts

I tell my University of  Guelph 
agricultural communications 

students that conflict drives the 
news. And having touched down in 
2012, it’s pretty easy to find conflict 
in agriculture and food. Some of  it 
simmers in social undercurrents, 
in what we’ve come to accept as 
cultural norms. Other examples of  
conflict have indeed surfaced lately, 
but seem just as chronic.  

Take the fact that while hundreds 
of  thousands of  people go to bed 
hungry, North American society 
has become quite comfortable 
throwing out food. Guelph’s George 
Morris Centre estimates we throw 
away 40 per cent of  our food every 
year, worth about $27 billion. 

Conflict also exists in the fact we 
are one of  the world’s most afflu-
ent societies, yet in Ontario, 400,000 
people use food banks. The Ontario 
Association of  Food Banks deliv-
ers more than eight million pounds 
of  food to food banks and their 
hunger relief  programs across the 
province, including breakfast clubs, 
school meal programs, soup and 
community kitchens, emergency 

likely if  people gravitated towards 
healthier food choices in the same 
way they’ve embraced local food. A 
new Bank of  Montreal consumer 
poll showed most Canadians (94 per 
cent) believe it’s important to sup-
port local farmers and buy local on 
a regular basis. Respondents said 
when they go for local food, 70 per 
cent or more choose poultry and 
vegetables first, followed by beef, 
fruit and cheese. 

To me, those sound like pretty 
healthy choices.

Of  course, the way food is pre-
pared has a lot to do with its impact 
on health. But at least the raw com-
modities have the potential to get 
people off  to a good start.

More hopeful signs are on the 
horizon. John Kelly, vice-president 
of  the Erie Innovation and Com-
mercialization in farmland-rich 
Norfolk County, says southern On-
tario’s large population is expand-
ing its preferences for local food. 
Some companies in food service 
and retail are focusing on local food 
as a merchandising strategy. He be-
lieves demand is clearly on the rise, 

as is the opportunity for increased 
supply of  primary and processed 
food products from the region.

If  we want access to local food, 
farmers need to be profitable. For a 
long time, pork producers in partic-
ular were suffering. The Canadian 
government even had a program to 
help them get out of  pig farming. 
But that’s turning around, thanks 
in part to research and genetics.

Jim Long, president of  purebred 
pork breeding giant Genesus Inc., 
says the best farmers are cutting 
their costs and increasing their 
profitability by investing in pigs 
that produce bigger litters. Incred-
ibly, he says, he’s seen customers 
jump four pigs per sow per year 
by changing genetics. To the pub-
lic, this will look like business as 
usual. To farmers, the difference is 
huge.

In 2012, farmers will continue 
working through conflicts with 
weather, prices, politics and every-
thing else that makes food produc-
tion challenging and fascinating. 
Let’s wish them a Happy New Year. 
A lot is riding on their success.

shelters, seniors' centres and youth 
groups across Ontario. It’s become 
a huge social network.

And there’s conflict in the fact 
that even though we’re better 
educated than ever, we’re putting 
untold pressure on our health care 
system – not to mention ourselves – 
by making poor food choices. Nova 
Scotia has predicted that without 
change, in 10-15 years health care 
will consume 100 per cent of  its pro-
vincial program spending budget. 
Other provinces feel similar pres-
sure.

None of  this conflict is the ag-
riculture sector’s fault. But inter-
estingly, people still look to it for 
answers. They’ve embraced Hip-
pocrates’ advice: let food be thy 
medicine.

And perhaps that would be more 

visit our website at: www.tops.org

Look Great in 2012 with help from Tops!
Two GREAT groups, Two different locations, Two different times.

Monday nights at 73 Arthur St. S. in Elmira (use the back door).
Weigh in from 6:30 - 7:00 PM and have the meeting from 7:00 - 8:00PM

For more information call Lois at 519.664.0785.
Tuesday mornings at Elmira Library 65 Arthur Street.

Weigh in from 8:30 - 9:30 AM and meeting starts at 9:30 - 10:30 AM
For more information call Almeda at 519.669.5937.

BOWEN THERAPY

Call Now!

      Kevin Bartley, B.A. Hons., Professional Bowenwork Practitioner

Every Body is Better with Bowen!

       ...is the solution for your PAIN! Benefits 
may be evident as early as the first session. 
Treatments are safe for everyone from infants 
to the elderly.

60 Memorial Avenue, Elmira   519-669-0112

(519) 669-0069

Kim Carroll RRPr REGISTERED REFLEXOLOGY PRACTITIONER

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE

- JOINT AND MUSCLE
  ACHES AND PAINS

- DIGESTIVE
  DISORDERS

- HORMONAL
  IMBALANCES

- STRESS RELATED
  CONDITIONS

- NAUSEA- MIGRAINES

- SLEEP DISORDERS

REFLEXOLOGY IS EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE
IN ALLEVIATING SYMPTOMS SUCH AS:

takethepressureoff@sympatico.ca

Jennifer MetzgerJennifer Metzger RRPr.

Registered Reflexology Practitioner

jenn.metzger@sympatico.ca
519.669.4733

Elmira, ON

“My resolution is to
help you keep yours!”

Just off of highway 85. Take the University Ave Exit and
turn left. We’re in the University Downs Plaza.

NEW YEAR! NEW YOU!

It's A Brand New You!It's A Brand New You!
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8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

St Jacobs Naturopathic Clinic
Naturopathy, Massage Therapy and Reflexology

Health Care For The Whole Family

Call for a 15 minute Free Consultation

Our 
services 

are covered 
by most 
health 

insurance 
plans

Lisa Clements BSc, ND
Naturopathic Doctor

Tricia Brubacher RMT
Massage Therapist

Raza Shah BSc, ND
Naturopathic Doctor

1-9 Parkside Drive, St Jacobs 519.664.1050

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Dr. V. Hinch
Optometrist

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Adam Keech
Optometrist

Popular 
resolution 
needs a hand

At this point, New Year’s resolu-
tions – broken or otherwise 

– are probably on your mind. One 
resolution that is always at the 
top of  people’s list is improved 
health and fitness. Improving 
your health and fitness has many 
benefits including: normalizing 
blood pressure, lowering choles-
terol, reducing your likelihood 
of  injury, losing weight, gaining 
strength and functioning better in 
everyday life. There are countless 
other benefits to exercising which 
begs the question why not get 
serious about exercising in 2012.

A common problem with reso-
lutions is that people lose track 
of  their goals and they become 
less motivated as time wears on. 
The good news about exercising 
is you should notice some results 
relatively quickly if  you’re com-
mitted which helps people stay on 
track. Below are some strategies 
for people to stay on track who 
want to make health and fitness a 
priority in 2012. 

Workout with a friend
This is a great idea … as long as 

you’re not talking to your friend 
the whole training session. Work-
ing out with someone you know 
can be a great strategy because 
you can hold each other account-
able for your actions and motivate 
each other to reach your goals.

Get a personal trainer
If  you’re serious about getting 

in shape and reaching your goals 
a personal trainer can be a great 
resource to have. They will push 
you to your limits and give you 
the constant feedback and encour-
agement you need. 

> SEE FITNESS ON PG. 20

Samuel & Stacy Lancaster 

Get healthy
Stay healthy

More reflective on their po-
litical roles than on reso-

lutions of  their own, town-
ship councillors nonetheless 
have a few targets heading 
into 2012.

Woolwich Mayor Todd 
Cowan does not normally 
make New Year’s resolutions 
because he finds himself  
constantly looking to change 
things and move forward as 
soon as he can and he does 
not wait for January to do so. 
When it comes to the town-
ship he hopes to continue on 
the task of  fiscal responsibil-
ity and looks forward to the 
number of  developments in 
the area including the new 
housing development in 
Breslau and revitalizing the 
downtown of  Elmira.

“Across the township we 
want to continue with our 
whole mantra of  better com-
munication, and I am look-
ing forward to the new com-
munity guide that we are 
developing for this spring.”

Coun. Bonnie Bryant of  
Woolwich’s Ward 3 has given 
up on personal New Year’s 

resolutions, saying she never 
really keeps them. As a coun-
cillor, however, she hopes to 
develop and organize a heri-
tage committee.

“I would like to see us pre-
serve the heritage in our 
beautiful township before it 
is lost.”

Ward 1’s Coun. Allan Pof-
fenroth plans to lose some 
weight in the new year, 
complaining he enjoyed too 
many treats over the holiday 
season. Poffenroth has some 
lofty goals for the township, 
including a zero per cent 
tax increase for residents of  
Woolwich, but he admits that 
it may be hard to pull it off  
this year.

“We are anxious to keep 
spending down somewhat, 
and I hope that we don’t need 
to increase the taxes this 
year. If  we must have an in-
crease, I hope it does not go 
above two per cent.”

Mayor Ross Kelterborn of  
Wellesley is trying to stay 
healthy and admits it is 
harder to do so at his age but 
he continues to walk three 
kilometres every day. 

For the township, Kel-

terborn hopes to replenish 
some the reserves that were 
tapped during the spate of  
infrastructure projects fund-
ed by federal and provincial 
stimulus spending. He ad-
mits it will be hard to restore 
the reserves to their 2009 lev-
els but that is his prime ob-
jective for this year and the 
rest of  his term as mayor. He 

also hopes to keep tax rates 
low over the next year.

“The economic situation 
in the Region of  Waterloo is 
as good as it gets, but there 
have been some hardships 
and I believe we are going to 
have to learn to do more with 
less.”

Wellesley’s Ward 3 Coun. 
Jim Olender hopes to stay 
healthy and fit in the com-
ing year. When it comes to 
the township he hopes to 

keep moving forward with 
improvements while at the 
same time staying fiscally 
responsible to ratepayers. 
He’s also looking forward 
to finally getting underway 
with township’s new strate-
gic plan.

“I would like to see the 
completion on a multi-sports 
pad in Wellesley. We have 
been trying the get that roll-
ing for some time now and it 
would be great to see in com-
pleted by the end of  2012.”

For colleague Herb Neher 
in Ward 2, a new year brings 
a renewed sense of  duty to 
the township. He hopes the 
public is more informed 
about where the township 
and council are heading, and 
he wants to ensure residents 
get the most out of  their tax 
dollars, making the most of  
the services offered.

“We are developing some 
very specific short and long-
term strategies for the town-
ship that I would like to see 
accomplished this year. I 
would like to see the town-
ship perform more like a 
business with goals to reach 
year after year,” he said.

Be it resolved …

BACK TO IT IN 2012 Wellesley Township councillors Herb Neher (left), Paul Hergott, Mayor Ross Kelterborn, Shelley Wagner and Jim Olender have some high 
hopes for 2012. Below, Woolwich Mayor Todd Cowan has a plan for his township in the new year.

Colin Dewar
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Township councillors have a few ideas in the works for 2012
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chili, or a pot roast.  The toast can be 
broken up into croutons to give a nice 
textural contrast to a creamy pasta 
dish, baked beans, or even tossed in 
warm to a romaine lettuce salad.  

Place bread on a baking sheet; 
drizzle liberally with olive oil and 
spread lightly with butter. Yes, the 
oil/butter combo may sound extreme, 
but it’s good; 

Toast in a 400°F oven until just 
golden brown, about 7-10 minutes;

As soon as it comes out of  the oven, 
rub with cut side of  the garlic clove; 
sprinkle lightly with salt, if  desired, 
and serve. 

Capers are the little green buds 
of  the Caperberry bush. They are 
harvested, dried and then pickled in 
brine with vinegar or packed in salt. 
They have a tart, salty flavour, simi-

At The Culinary Studio we always 
try to look at ingredients in their 

most basic form, keeping their integ-
rity by not manipulating them too 
much so that they lose their original 
purpose. Bread and garlic, condi-
ments such as capers and vinegar, 
and even simple ingredients like 
pure, unsalted butter can be used 
really simply, without compromising 
flavour.

In the cold winter months I think 
that we crave simple, warm dishes. I 
know I could eat potato soup at least 
twice a week. The following cook-
ing tips (which they are, rather than 
exact recipes) work with some of  
your favourite comfort food recipes to 
make them feel new again. 

A simple side dish or topping, re-
member that a crusty piece of  garlic 
toast can go well with a soup, stew, 

From The 
Chef's Table

Kirstie Herbstreit & Jody O'Malley

Garlic Toast/Croutons

Crispy Capers

>> Chefs Kirstie Herbstreit and Jody O’Malley are both 
Red Seal certified chefs. Together they run The Culinary 
Studio, which offers classes, demonstrations and 
private dinners. To contact the chefs, visit their website 
www.theculinarystudio.ca.

>> Half a baguette or other good quality bread, 
sliced into 3/4-inch slices

>> Olive oil, as needed

>> Butter, as needed

>> 1 good large clove of garlic, peeled and one 
end sliced off

>> Pinch of salt (optional)

>> 2 tbsp capers, patted dry

>> 2 (approx.) tbsp canola oil

Plain and simple a good combo for comfort food

Is there a thief
in your bathroom?

The thief in your bathroom
is wasting precious water and money. Secure your

savings by replacing this water guzzler with a
Region-approved high efficiency (HET) toilet.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

A family of three saves an average of 120 litres
per day, or $130 per year.

The Region of Waterloo 
will only provide rebates for

Region-approved (HET) toilets. For details,
including a list of approved toilets, visit our

website, or call 519-575-4021, or speak
to your local retailer. Restrictions and

qualifications apply.

lar to olives. Less of  a snack on their 
own, they are fabulous in pastas, or 
as a garnish to a monotonous soup 
such as potato or squash. By frying 
them lightly they become a little 
milder, and pleasantly crispy 

In a small frying pan, heat oil;
Carefully add capers (they will 

splatter a bit);
Fry for a couple minutes until they 

open up slightly and start to brown; 
Drain on paper towels. 

Basic Breading Procedure 
Try using a fresh, fluffy bread-

crumb the next time you want to turn 
your pork tenderloin, chicken breast 
or fish into something really special. 
Soft breadcrumbs become so crispy 
and flavourful when fried. Here’s just 
a refresher on basic breading pro-
cedure. Enough for about 4 chicken 
breasts.

  In a food processor or a blender, 

blend about half  a loaf  of  a sour-
dough bread. Pulse, leaving some 
larger crumbs. To these crumbs, 
a couple tablespoons of  freshly 
chopped thyme is really nice; 

Breading procedure: in one bowl 
have about 1 cup flour. In second 
bowl, 2-3 eggs, beaten well. And in the 
third bowl, the crumbs. Season each 
bowl lightly with salt;

Season your product with salt and 
pepper and then bread, keeping 1 
hand ‘dry’ and one hand ‘wet.’ First 
in the flour, lift out and into the eggs. 
Lift out with wet hand, and into the 
crumbs. Lift out with dry hand and 
onto a baking sheet until ready to fry 
in medium-hot fat.  
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EASY

HARD

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.  Each 3x3 box is outlined 
with a darker line. You already have a few numbers to get you started. 

THE CROSSWORD

WORD SEARCH

SUDOKU

 Bakelite

 Bennie

 Brioschi

 Carboloy

 Clorox

 Colt

 Gortex

 Harris Tweed

 Hoover

 Identikit

 Invar

 Jacuzzi

 Kleenex

 Lilo

 Loafer

 Luger

 Maalox

 Meccano

 Monopoly

 Orlon

 Phillips screw

 Pyrex

 Scrabble

 Sellotape

 Silex

 Spam

 Stellite

 Styrofoam

 Teflon

 Tums

 Velcro

 Viyella

 Xerox

87. A feeling of sympathy for the 
misfortunes of others

89. “___ any drop to drink”: Coleridge

90. Conceal

91. Cheat, in a way

93. “Farewell, mon ami”

94. Add spice to

96. Capable of being raised

100. Someone who works underwater

101. Egyptian god of the underworld

102. An area where merchandise is 
displayed

103. Commemorative marker

104. Archaeological find

105. A European mint with aromatic and 
pungent leaves
DOWN
1. Code word

2. “I” problem

3. French artistic movement

4. Pro ___

5. ___ l’oeil

6. One who hides or conceals

7. Blue

8. Auteur’s art

9. Columbus Day mo.

10. Addition symbol

11. Address

12. On fire

13. Morally obligatory

14. Shrek, e.g.

15. Type of sawing

16. Hawaiian island

17. Refine, as metal

19. A small byte

20. Farm machine

27. ___ vera

30. Nuclear Physicist

31. To remove or detach

33. Amiss

34. Matterhorn, e.g.

35. Tokyo, formerly

38. Engine speed, for short

41. E-mail

46. Apple spray

47. Eastern discipline

53. A native or inhabitant of Guinea

55. Describe

56. Sundae topper, perhaps

57. Supporting combustion

59. Going smoothly, doing all right

60. Fold

63. The innermost sanctuary or shrine in 

ancient temples

65. Chit

67. Unoccupied

68. Boy

69. A native or resident of Genoa

70. ___ Beta Kappa

71. Neuter

72. Express audibly

73. Haul

76. Electric eye, e.g.

78. Like or characteristic of an echo

79. Torrents

80. Intuitive knowledge of spiritual truths

81. People who have received a degree 
from a school

82. Sit in on

84. Bring up the rear

85. In a cold and icy manner

88. Command to a dog

92. Links numbers

95. Mr., abroad

97. “I see!”

98. Chop (off)

99. Dash lengths

ACROSS
1. An insufficient quantity or 
number

8. Hot winter drink

13. A dish that is round and open 
at the top

18. Relating to rural matters

20. A white soluble compound 
(NaHCO3)

21. Kind of writing practised by 
the ancient Irish

22. A mixed drink made of liquor 
and water with sugar and spices 
and served hot

23. Relating to an antrum

24. The fluid excreted by the 
kidneys

25. Finger, in a way

26. Bundle

28. In-flight info, for short

29. High land

30. Batman and Robin, e.g.

32. To propose problems, or make 
into problems

36. Be in session

37. Accustom

39. Decorated with or depicting 
flowers

40. Swelling from excessive 
watery fluid in cells

42. Common request

43. Charge

44. Ballpoint, e.g.

45. Moving or permitting 
movement in one direction only

48. “Beg pardon ...”

49. Fodder holder

50. Cloak-and-dagger org.

51. Catch

52. Small dog

54. City on the Yamuna River

55. Centers of activity

58. “Yadda, yadda, yadda”

61. “Pumping ___”

62. Bank offering, for short

64. Same: Fr.

65. Decorated, as a cake

66. “the cricket umpire called it a 
___ ___”

69. Short-changed

71. Destroy the interior of

74. “Comme ci, comme ça”

75. Anxiety

77. Regarding this point

80. Kind of room

81. Neon, e.g.

83. Two babies having the same 
genetic material

86. Oolong, for one

Is Your Computer Running Slow?
Windows Computer Tune-Up Special: Only $39

Next Day Pick Up!

We have what you need...right here in town!

NEW ELECTRONICS STORE 
NOW OPEN: DOWNTOWN ELMIRA!

Waterloo Regional Electronics
10 Church St W (LOWER LEVEL) Elmira (519) 669-0755
Church & Arthur St - at the Royal Bank Corner

> SOLUTIONS: Find the answers to all of the puzzles on pg. 28

Keep a food journal
Food journals are great because 

often people don’t realize how bad 
their eating habits are until it’s 
written down on a piece of  paper. 
Keep a detailed journal with every 
meal included and the ingredi-
ents (e.g. sandwich – what kind of  
bread? What condiments did you 
use?). Nutrition is as important 
as exercise to leading a healthier 
lifestyle so make sure you stay on 

top of  it.
Join a fitness class
Fitness classes are fun and an 

easy way to burn calories and put 
on muscle. There’s usually a wide 
variety of  classes to choose from 
which helps an individual pick a 
class that best suits them. 

Have short-term goals
Often it can be daunting to look at 

your long-term goal(s). You may feel 
like it will never come to fruition. 
This is why having short-term tar-
gets is so important. It can reinforce 

that what you’re doing is working 
and if  you have the mentality of  
“one day at a time” then you’re goal 
will seem more manageable.  

Just remember that if  you work 
hard and stay committed your 
health and fitness goals can be 
achieved. Good luck making 2012 
the best health and fitness year of  
your life.

This article was prepared by 
Joshua Poore, certified personal 
trainer and sport conditioning coach 
at A Perfect Fit.

Fitness: Take baby steps on the way to your goal
> CONTINUED FROM PG. 18
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SPORTS

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
host the GOJHL All Star 

Series at the Dan Snyder Me-
morial Arena Jan. 9, with the 
Midwestern Conference fac-
ing off  against the Golden 
Horseshoe Conference in the 
first of  a two-game series.

The first game begins at 7 
p.m. and will see five Sugar 
Kings in the Midwestern 
Conference lineup, includ-
ing goalie Nick Horrigan, 
defenceman Craig Johnson 
and forwards Andrew Smith, 
Riley Sonnenburg and Brett 
Priestap.

Elmira head coach Dean 
DeSilva will be acting as an 
assistant coach for the night, 
with the Stratford Cullitons’ 

With the Elmira Sugar 
Kings looking to repeat as 

Sutherland Cup champions it 
will take a lot from both the 
players and coaches to get a 
team to the championship 
game. But there are those be-
hind the scene that contribute 
to the cause.

Brothers Matthew and Jus-
tin Uhrig are just two of  the 
Sugar Kings staff  that keeps 
the team ready to hit the ice 
night after night at the Dan 
Snyder Memorial Arena

You may have seen the 
two St. Barnabas School stu-
dents running through the 
arena, dressed in their green 
jumpsuits usually carrying a 
bunch of  hockey sticks or wa-
ter bottles for the players.

Arriving an hour before 
game time, the two boys pre-
pare for the night by ensur-
ing each player’s sweater is 
in their locker along with all 
their gear. They then begin to 
move the hockey sticks from 
the locker room to the team’s 
bench.

"They are pretty amazing 
little guys. When I was their 

Stick boys Matthew and Justin Uhrig make 
life a whole lot easier for the players

Colin Dewar age I definitely did not sac-
rifice my nights and week-
ends coming out to help a 
bunch of  smelly hockey 
players. They do a lot for 
us, and without them was 
would be lost in the lock-
er room,” said Kings’ 
goalie Nick Horrigan.

There is still more for 
the two boys to accom-
plish before the team hits 
the ice for its warm-up 
skate. Justin and Matthew 
will be making sure there 
is enough water for each 
team member and all those 
pucks used during the 
warm-up have to be collected. 
The boys know exactly what 
to do and where to go. 

The brothers attend prac-
tices as well, coming out to 
the arena three times a week 
as they look to help the team 
in any way they can.

“They are the heart and soul 
of  the team and we couldn’t 
do this without them. They 
are kind of  the backbone of  
the team and hold our team 
together. They are always 
there and do a great job for 
all of  us,” said Kings’ captain 
Colton Wolfe-Sabo.

The boys enjoy sharing 
their time with the players 
and are always looking for-
ward to some of  the hijinks 
that occur in the locker rooms.

“They are always really 

nice to us but sometimes they 
tease us and that is a lot of  
fun too,” said 12-year-old Mat-
thew, who has one year left 
with the Kings before he be-
comes to old to be a stick boy.

head coach, Jason Lott, tak-
ing control of  the mashed up 
squad.

The series has a long tradi-
tion of  showcasing the best 
of  the best of  both confer-
ences and has provided fans 
with two great games boast-
ing skills, hard checks and 
equally hard-fought battles.

The Woolwich Minor 
Hockey Association is offer-
ing free tickets to all minor 
players to the game with the 
purchase of  one adult ticket. 
Tickets ($7) are available at 
the WMHA office at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre in 
Elmira.

The second game of  the 
series will be hosted by the 
Stoney Creek Warriors at the 
Valley Park Arena on Jan. 23.

This is the first year Jus-
tin, 11, has been working with 
the team; he’s learning the 
ropes from his older brother, 

Elmira hosts all star 
game Monday night

Colin Dewar
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The Wellesley Applejacks got 
a late Christmas gift to end 

the year when they defeated 
the Ayr Centennials 6-5 in over-
time at home on Dec. 28.

Josh Herd and Connor 
McLeod led the way with three 
points apiece, and Josh Heer 
made 44 saves for the win.

“There were 11 goals scored, 
so it was a great game for the 
fans,” said head coach Kevin 
Fitzpatrick. “I think the only 
two people not happy were me 
and Josh Heer.”

The Jacks opened the scor-
ing with the man-advantage at 

Jacks edge Centennials to finish out 2011
After short break, 
team plays back-
to-back matches 
this weekend

12:58 when Corey Way tallied 
his team-leading 17th goal of  
the year from Herd and Kevin 
Howorth.

Ayr didn’t take long to re-
spond, however, as Tyle Gauth-
ier tied the game less than two 
minutes later from Scott Sippel 
at 14:20 of  the first.

The teams entered the first 
intermission tied, with Ayr 
holding a 19-13 edge in shots.

In the second, Wellesley 
broke the game open thanks 
to a pair of  quick goals by 
McLeod, who scored at 4:11 
from Matt Sovereign and again 
at 7:31 from Herd and Rob Hin-
schberger.

The Centennials’ Jordan 
Eby got Ayr back in the match 
when he beat Heer at 10:30 from 
Sippel.

Derek Lebold was sent to the 
box for holding at 12:51, giving 
Ayr the opportunity to tie the 
match, but instead Brett Vick-
ers restored Wellesley’s two 

goal cushion with a shorthand-
ed goal at 14:48 from McLeod to 
make it 4-2.

The scoring continued at a 
torrid pace with Ayr’s Andrew 
Tapsell making it 4-3 at 17:06, 
before Way scored his second 
of  the night just 19 seconds lat-
er to put Wellesley up 5-3 head-
ing into the third period.

The Centennials wouldn’t go 
quietly, however, and managed 
to crawl back into the match.

Tapsell tallied a powerplay 
marker early from Declan 
Kaster for his second goal of  
the night at 3:24 to give Ayr 
hope of  a comeback, and the 
pair teamed up again at 14:44 
with Tapsell finishing off  the 
hat trick to send the game to 
overtime.

Wellesley wouldn’t let this 
one slip away, however, and the 
Jacks sealed the win thanks 
to Herd’s first goal – and third 

> SEE WATERBOYS ON PG. 23

> SEE JACKS ON PG. 23

James Jackson

MAKING THINGS WORK Matthew and Justin Uhrig provide behind the scenes support to the Elmira Sugar Kings 
working as stick boys for the organization.

Young brothers really 
stick up for the Kings
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1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 • 519-699-5411

www.floorsfirst.com/stclementsheartandhome/

• Carpet
• Tile
• Vinyl
• Hardwood
• Sico Paint

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

5168 Ament Ln., Linwood • 519-698-2370

Serving Linwood & surrounding Communities since 1858.

Schnurr’s
Grocery

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Canadian Blood Services:

It's in you to give
The Next  
Linwood Clinic: 
Friday, January 13, 2012
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm
at Linwood Community 
Centre, Linwood

5158a Ament Ln., Linwood • 519-698-2060

LINWOOD HOME HARDWARE

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-1198
www.lwcb.org

Mon - Thurs 9 - 5
Fri 9 - 8, Sat 9 - 5

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for 
more information or to book 

an appointment.   

Carpets and other things you can thank hunters for
Not-So-Great

Outdoorsman
Steve Galea

A while back, I was asked why 
society should allow hunting to 

continue. Aside from offering the 
person some much-needed meat to 
jump start their brain, I provided 
the emaciated vegan in question 
with a few stock answers. These 
mainly addressed the issues of  
hunting as a proven conservation 
tool, the fact that it is part of  our 
heritage and the many healthy ad-
vantages of  wild meat. 

But this morning, as I put my bare 
feet on the cold floor, I was remind-
ed of  the hunter’s greatest contribu-
tion to our present civilization. Yes, 
I’m referring to the throw rug. 

Before the advent of  hunting, cave 
floors were awful, cold places to 
place bare feet upon – which meant 
that the women of  the tribe would 
spend endless hours placing frigid 
tootsies on the warm parts of  their 
men. 

This, I suspect, was the impetus 
required to get us out of  bed in the 
morning and into the woods – and 
I imagine it also put us in the mood 
to throw rocks and spears at things. 
Some of  which we killed.

Soon, ancient men realized that 
since televised sports and pay-per-
view events were a long way off, 
hunting would have suffice as a way 
for men to act manly. Besides, it was 
kind of  fun.

Of  course, shortly after the first 
animal was posed with for the cave 
painting and multiple wallet-sized 

stones, the hunters realized that, 
if  they were to justify the cost of  
several new spears and a week or 
two off  from gathering grubs each 
fall, they had better make good use 
of  the animal. 

So they attempted to eat it. 
This soon led to the discovery 

that fur tastes horrible. So, in typi-
cal hunter fashion, they skinned 
the beast and discarded the fur on 
the cave floor. But just as the women 
of  the tribe gathered en masse to 
demand that the hunters not skin 
animals in the cave parlor, one of  
the wives stepped on the fur – in 
this case a rabbit’s – and decided 
that, not only was it warmer than 
the cold floor but it also compli-
mented the matching bone lamps 
she got for a wedding present. The 
only problem was the size.

And so it was that big game hunt-
ing was born.

Before long, hunters were bring-
ing home bigger animals with hides 
that suited their mate’s fickle deco-
rating tastes. This, by the way, led 
to the concept of  re-arranging the 
living room – a hobby that women 
enjoy to this day. You’re welcome!

It was this simple development, by 

the way, that jump-started civiliza-
tion – I’m guessing.

The very fact that some women 
would have their men do nothing 
but move stone furniture all day 
caused men to develop logs benches 
which could be rolled and were 
lighter – and, when women threw 
these into the river because they 
didn’t offset the skunk wall hang-
ing, the boat was born and expedi-
tions of  discovery, far from the 
living room and for years at a time, 
became something men were only 

too willing to do. These were actu-
ally prolonged fishing trips – but ’til 
now, we’ve never admitted it.

The point is that from that simple 
discovery of  throw rugs onward, 
hunters have been helping civiliza-
tion move forward. If  not for us, 
there would be no duck calls, for 
instance. 

Having said this, there is no 
need to thank us. We hunters are 
happy to help with anything – ex-
cept, perhaps, re-arranging the 
living room.

Workshops Now Available
Start the business planning process by attending this FREE two-day interactive workshop.

You will: • Assess business management practices • Determine priorities and key goals
• Develop realistic action plans • Learn about cost-share funding opportunities

Growing Forward, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative.

E-mail Address: waterlooGYFP@ontariosoilcrop.org wellington@ontariosoilcrop.org
Lunch and refreshments provided. Pre-registration required. Workshops run from 9:30am to 3pm

County Town Day 1 Day 2 Contact
Wellington Elora Thurs., Jan. 12 Thurs., Jan. 19 John Benham 519-846-0941
Waterloo Linwood Tues., Jan. 24 Tues., Jan. 31 Liz Samis 519-638-3268

COST-SHARE

FUNDING

AVAILABLE*

*Cost-share
funding available

until further notice

Register Online at
www.ontariosoilcrop.org/workshops

The GYFP Workshop is free.

Minor Atoms take silver in Stratford

RUNNERS-UP The Woolwich Wildcats Minor Atom AA team finished second in the Stratford Silver 
Stick Tournament held Dec. 27-29. Back row: asst. coach Todd Ferretti, Lucas Huber, asst. coach Kelly 
Bradley, Trevor Ferretti, Keaton McLaughlin, Colin Merlihan, Conner Bradley, Blake Roemer, Dawson 
Good, asst. coach Zack Barriage, Mitch Lee, trainer Steve Lee, coach Lance Brezynskie.  Middle row: 
Bret Allen, Nate Taylor, Brady Brezynskie, Ryan Elliott, Isiah Katsube. Front: Simon Huber, Zach Verwey.
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GOJHL
ALL STAR GAME

Tickets available for advanced sales
at Sugar Kings games leading up to Jan. 9 

Silent auction prior and during the game.

GOLDEN HORSESHOE vs. MID WEST

MONDAY, JANUARY 9
Game Time: 7:00PM

DAN SNYDER MEMORIAL ARENA

MONDAY, JANUARY 9
Game Time: 7:00PM

DAN SNYDER MEMORIAL ARENA

$7
Tickets 

are

Dan Snyder Memorial Arena at 2:00 PM

SUNDAY
JANUARY 8, 2012

FOR A FULL LIST OF UPCOMING GAMES
visit www.kings.on.ca

OWEN SOUND
GREYS
GAME SPONSORED BY: 
MARTIN’S FAMILY FRUIT FARM

Since 1929

SPECIALIZING IN:
• MOVING | RECOVERING | REFURBISHING
• POOL TABLE SALES & SERVICE
• SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
• DART EQUIPMENT | SHUFFLE BOARDS
• ACCESSORIES | LIGHTS
• PING PONG TABLES | BALLS & MORE

MON.- FRI. 10:30-6      SAT. 11-4
103 ONTARIO ST., KITCHENER

519.745.4053
FREE PARKING

Ping Pong Tables

Billiards Tables Shuffleboard
Tables Dart Boards

SAVE YOUR EMPTY BEER / WINE BOTTLES & CANS

BOTTLE DRIVE
SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2012

TO ARRANGE PICK-UP CALL CORINNE AT
519.504.3420

DOOR TO DOOR PICK UP IN ELMIRA

Second place at Brampton Silver Stick

QUALIFIED FOR MICHIGAN The Woolwich Novice Major A team participated in the 
Brampton Regional Silver Stick Tournament from Dec. 27-30, where they finished second. They lost 
in overtime in the finals, but still qualified for the St. Clair Shores Michigan International Silver Stick 
Tournament later this month. Back row: asst. coach Derek Austin, asst. coach Steve Martin, head 
coach Matt Roemer, trainer Kevin Schmitt. Third row: Owen Lee, Spencer Young, Kyler Austin, Brett 
Moser, Cole Slade. Second row: Tyler Martin, Gavin Roemer, AJ Mitchell, Alex Hutton, Nolan Steringa. 
Front row: Weston Bradley, Jake McDonald, Brett Strohoff, Colton Schmitt, Quinn Brown.

Strong showing for Woolwich Tykes

ON THE ROAD The Woolwich Tyke Select team travelled to Brampton on Dec. 2 to compete in 
the Bob Giroux Memorial Tournament. This was the first tournament for many of the players (ages 6 
and 7). Woolwich was the only team to go undefeated in round-robin play, but fell 4-1 in the finals to 
Peterborough. Front row: Mitchell Young, Shelby Rempel, Tyler Brezynskie, Colin Bray, Jocelyn Pickard, Ian 
Speiran, Sebastian Garrett. Back row: Reid Burkholder, Zack Bender, Sam Goebel, Andrew Gear, Carter 
Rollins, Adam Pauls, Mitchell Hartman. Coaches: Dave Gear, Kyle Young, Chris Garrett, Scott Speiran.

> CONTINUED FROM PG. 21

Waterboys: Hoping one day to play for the team
> CONTINUED FROM PG. 21

Jacks: Every game counts as playoffs lie ahead

point – of  the night from 
Hinschberger and Geoff  
Parr just 34 seconds into 
the extra frame.

Despite losing the lead, 
Fitzpatrick was pleased 
with the way his team 
controlled much of  the 
game.

“They came in spurts, 
we came in waves,” he 
said. 

When the Jacks scored 
their first goal of  the 
game, the fans also tossed 
a record 137 teddy bears 
onto the ice. The bears 
will make their way to 
Stratford General Hos-
pital and to other local 

The top Canadian 
wheelchair basketball 
players will converge in 
Las Vegas for the Senior 
Men’s and Women’s na-
tional team selection camp 
from Jan. 8 to 13, with 
hopefuls vying for a shot 
to represent Canada at the 
upcoming Paralympic Sum-
mer Games in London.

Among the 19 women 
invited to the camp are 
two Elmira residents, Ka-
tie Harnock and Corin 
Metzger.

The women qualified 
for the Olympics follow-
ing their bronze medal 
performance at the Para-
pan American Games held 
in Guadalajara, Mexico 
Nov. 13-19. Harnock was 
a member of that bronze 

medal team and will be 
looking to improve upon 
a disappointing fifth-place 
finish in 2008 in Beijing. 
She has won gold at the 
World Championships in 
2006 and now has a pair 
of silver medals from the 
Parapan Games, but is 
looking to add a Paralym-
pic medal to her total. 

Metzger last suited up 
for Canada at the inau-
gural Women’s U25 World 
Wheelchair Basketball 
Championships in July, 
where Canada finished 
fourth.

Once the team is select-
ed the players will gather 
in Winnipeg in June to 
train prior to the London 
games, which will run from 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 9.

 > Two Elmira women vying  
 for spot on wheelchair    
 basketball team

charities. 
After facing off  against 

Burford (8-16-2) on Friday 
night, the Jacks (15-7-2) 
are right back at it Sat-
urday when they take on 
the lowly Norfolk Rebels 
(1-19-3). Game time is 7:30 
p.m.

Fitzpatrick said despite 
the poor record of  both 

teams, they aren’t look-
ing past them.

“Burford plays tough 
every game, and if  you 
look at Norfolk they’re in 
about 90 per cent of  their 
games until the third pe-
riod. We have five weeks 
until the playoffs, and 
we have to run the table 
here.”

occasionally looking to 
him for help during his 
“rookie” year.

“He has helped me out 
a lot over the last few 
months. I saw how much 
fun he had last year and 
I really wanted to be a 
part of  that: he asked 
the coaches if  it would 
be OK and they said I 
could come out to a prac-

tice and see what it is all 
about,” said Justin.

The experience of  
working together has 
built a real bond be-
tween the brothers, who 
stand up for each other 
when the players start 
teasing them just a little 
too much.

“Will Cooke and An-
drew Smith can really 
get on our case some-
times, but we know it is 

just for fun and they are 
never really mean to us: 
they are just making us 
one of  the team,” said 
Matthew.

The two brothers have 
big dreams of  one day of  
lacing up for the Kings 
themselves. They’ve 
played hockey with 
some of  the players, who 
give them tips and show 
them how the big boys 
really play.

“They are two of   
the greatest guys you 
will ever meet. I have 
spent time with them 
outside the arena, play-
ing at their house and 
we all get along great. 
Without them I am not 
sure we would function, 
they do everything for 
us. We can just focus on 
playing hockey – they 
make everything easi-
er,” said Smith. 
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SCORECARD
WOOLWICH U12 HOUSE LEAGUE - GIRLS

DEC. 11

Woolwich 7, Hanover 5
Goals: Stephanie Knoerck x3, Carola Bromberg 
x2, Alice Wang, Maddy Waters (Alison Schultz x 
3, Carola Bromberg, Alice Wang, Maddy Waters, 
Kenzie Beacom)
ST. CLEMENTS U16 JUNIOR HOUSE LEAGUE - 
GIRLS

DEC. 10

Hanover 6, St. Clements 4
Goals: Kylee Barless x2, Rachel Carere,  
Laura Runstedler (Meaghan Dietrich x3, 
Laura Runstedler)

DEC. 11

Kitchener 6, St. Clements 1
Goals: Kylee Barless (Lauren Horst)
TWIN CENTRE PEEWEE LL - GIRLS 

DEC. 27

JASON CRIPPS TOURNAMENT
Twin Centre 2, Ayr 2
Goals: Emma Banbury, Janessa Pretorious  
(Emma Banbury)

DEC. 27

Twin Centre 3, Waterloo Ravens 0
Goals: Grace Kalbfleisch, Sadie Richmond, Kate 
Seip (Meghan Schnarr, Emma Banbury, Kate Seip)
Shutout: Riley Barnhardt

DEC. 29

Twin Centre 3, Grand River 0
Goals: Kate Seip, Libby Henderson, Emma Banbury 
(Sadie Richmond, Kate Seip, Libby Henderson)
Shutout: Riley Barnhardt
WOOLWICH BANTAM B - GIRLS

JAN. 2

Woolwich 3, Milverton 2
Goals: Brooke Mulder, Emily Schuurmans, Jaycee 
Kaufman (Tia Kitkey, Ciara Hea, Hannah Weber, 
Blaire Snyder, Emily Schuurmans, Brooke Mulder)
TWIN CENTRE MIDGET LL 2 - GIRLS

DEC. 27

JASON CRIPPS MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT
Twin Centre 2, Ayr 0
Goals: Shelby Smit, Tessa Brenner (Taylor Holst, 
Megan Smart) Shutout: Kathryn Sutherland

DEC. 28

Twin Centre 1, Wilmot 0
Goals: Megan Kroetsch (Stephanie Temple)
Shutout: Kathryn Sutherland

DEC. 29

Twin Centre 3, Waterloo #3 0
Goals: Tessa Brenner x2, Stacey Frey (Stephanie 
Temple x2, Becky Jantzi, Ali Hergott, Jayme 
Marshall, Lisa Guenther)  
Shutout: Kathryn Sutherland

DEC. 30 (SEMIFINAL)

Twin Centre 2, Waterloo # 1 0
Goals: Tessa Brenner, Megan Kroetsch  
(Stephanie Temple, Stacey Frey, Jayme Marshall)
Shutout: Kathryn Sutherland

DEC. 30 (FINAL)

Twin Centre 1, Woolwich # 2 0
Goals: Tessa Brenner (Stephanie Temple, 
Ali Hergott) Shutout: Kathryn Sutherland
WOOLWICH NOVICE AE - BOYS

DEC. 27

SILVER STICK
North London 4, Woolwich 1
Goals: Danny Soehner (Braxten Breen)

DEC. 27

Orangeville 3, Woolwich 1
Goals: Evan Roth (Braxten Breen)

DEC. 27

Woolwich 5, Innisfil 2
Goals: Cameron Leonard x2, Connor Waters,  
Kody Lewis, Danny Soehner (Tyler Brubacher x2, 
Kody Lewis x2, Connor Waters)

DEC. 28

North London 3, Woolwich 2
Goals: Connor Waters, Cameron Leonard  
(Kody Lewis, Evan Roth)
WOOLWICH MINOR ATOM AA - BOYS

DEC. 27

SILVER STICK
Woolwich 9, West London 0
Goals: Mitch Lee x3, Blake Roemer x2, Ryan Elliott, 
Isiah Katsube, Dawson Good, Nathan Taylor (Colin 
Merlihan x2, Isiah Katsube x2, Brady Brezynskie 
x2, Dawson Good x2, Trevor Ferretti, Ryan Elliott, 
Mitch Lee, Connor Bradley, Lucas Huber) Shutout: 
Zach Verwey

DEC. 27

Markham 2, Woolwich 1
Goals: Blake Roemer

DEC. 28

Woolwich 7, Stratford 1
Goals: Isiah Katsube x2, Mitch Lee, Blake Roemer, 
Ryan Elliott, Dawson Good, Connor Bradley (Colin 
Merlihan x2, Mitch Lee x2, Dawson Good x2, Brett 
Allen, Nathan Taylor, Ryan Elliott, Isiah Katsube)

DEC. 28 (SEMIFINAL)

Woolwich 4, Stratford 0
Goals: Mitch Lee, Ryan Elliott, Connor Bradley, 
Isiah Katsube (Colin Merlihan x2, Ryan Elliott, 
Brady Brezynskie, Isiah Katsube, Blake Roemer)

DEC. 29 (FINAL)

Markham 2, Woolwich 0
WOOLWICH NOVICE AE - BOYS

JAN. 2

Orangeville 7, Woolwich 1
Goals: Kody Lewis (Gavin Wilson, Braxten Breen)
WOOLWICH NOVICE MAJOR A - BOYS

DEC. 23

Woolwich 7, Georgetown 1
Goals: Kyler Austin x2, Nolan Steringa x2, Jake 
McDonald, Owen Lee, Alex Hutton (Owen Lee x2, 
Alex Hutton x2, Tyler Martin, AJ Mitchell, Kyler 
Austin, Gavin Roemer, Jake McDonald)

DEC. 27

BRAMPTON SILVER STICK REGIONAL 
TOURNAMENT
Woolwich 7, Whitby Blue 1
Goals: Kyler Austin x3, Jake McDonald, Owen Lee, 
Alex Hutton, Gavin Roemer (Owen Lee x3,  

Spencer Young x2, Alex Hutton x2, Nolan 
Steringa x2, Kyler Austin, Jake McDonald)

DEC. 27

Woolwich 7, Caledon 6
Goals: Kyler Austin x4, Cole Slade x2, Owen Lee 
(Spencer Young x4, Cole Slade, Owen Lee, Kyler 
Austin, Brett Moser)

DEC. 28

Woolwich 9, Richmond Hill 2
Goals: Jake McDonald x2, Kyler Austin x2, Nolan 
Steringa, Tyler Martin, Owen Lee, Cole Slade, 
Gavin Roemer (Alex Hutton x3, Nolan Steringa 
x3, Jake McDonald x2, Cole Slade, Owen Lee, 
Kyler Austin, Spencer Young, Gavin Roemer)

DEC. 28 (SEMIFINAL)

Woolwich 9, Whitby 0
Goals: Owen Lee x2, Cole Slade, Brett Moser, 
Alex Hutton, Spencer Young, Tyler Martin, Jake 
Martin, Kyler Austin (Kyler Austin x2, Spencer 
Young x2, Colton Schmitt x2, Owen Lee, Jake 
McDonald, Cole Slade, Gavin Roemer, Nolan 
Steringa) Shutout: Brett Strohoff

DEC. 29 (FINAL)

Centre Wellington 5, Woolwich 4 (OT)
Goals: Cole Slade, Colton Schmitt, Kyler Austin, 
Gavin Roemer (Colton Schmitt x2, Brett Moser, 
Nolan Steringa, Jake McDonald)
WOOLWICH PEEWEE LL2 - BOYS

DEC. 18

Woolwich LL2 11, Ayr 0
Goals: Austin Whittom x4, Nathan Horst x3, Ryan 
Diemert x2, Max Bender, Dylan Smith (Ryan 
Diemert x3, Noah Rawlinson x3, Nathan Horst 
x2, Mike Devries, Dylan Smith, Alex Berry, Max 
Bender)
Shutout: Terry Chau and Alex Harnock
TWIN CENTRE PEEWEE REP - BOYS

DEC. 16

Twin Centre 1, Ayr 1
Goals: Adam Runstedler (Mitch Esbaugh)

DEC. 23

Twin Centre 3, Ayr 3

Goals: Mitch Esbaugh, Cole Bender, Derek Wagner 
(Derek Wagner, Brett Hartin, Jessica McLachlan, 
Mitch Esbaugh, Noah Donsig)
WOOLWICH BANTAM MINOR A - BOYS

DEC. 27

HESPELER OLYMPIC HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
Woolwich 2, Hespeler 1
Goals: Mathieu Fife, Connor Goss (Colby Bond)

DEC. 27

Grimsby 2, Woolwich 0
DEC. 28

Woolwich 3, Hespeler 3
Goals: Dan Rennie x2, Brant McLaughlin (Mathieu 
Fife x2, Connor Goss x2, Colby Bond, Jayden Hipel)

DEC. 28

Woolwich 6, Grimsby 2
Goals: Garrett Schultz x2, Ryley Cribbin x2, Brant 
McLaughlin, Mathieu Fife (Ryley Cribbin x3, 
Connor Goss, Brant McLaughlin, Colby Bond)

DEC. 29

Woolwich 7, Grimsby 4
Goals: Mathieu Fife x3, Garrett Schultz x2, Colby 
Bond, Jayden Hipel, (Ryley Cribbin x2, Colby Bond 
x2, Dan Rennie, Connor Runstedler, Jayden Hipel, 
Kelby Martin, Tyler Townsend)
WOOLWICH BANTAM MAJOR A - BOYS

DEC. 23

Woolwich 10, Georgetown 0
Goals: Matthew Leger x3, Harrison Clifford x2, 
Grant Kernick x2, Josh Kueneman, Luke Brown, 
Alex Uttley (Jason Gamble x4, Alex Uttley x3, Josh 
Kueneman x2, Harrison Clifford x2, Grant Kernick 
x2, Cole Conlin, Troy Nechanicky, Luke Brown, 
Matthew Leger, Scott Martin)
Shuout: Jayden Weber
WOOLWICH MIDGET AE - BOYS

DEC. 16

Woolwich 2, Hespeler 1
Goals: Justin Schlupp, Dalton Wojcik (Justin 
Schlupp)
WOOLWICH MAJOR MIDGET A - BOYS

DEC. 22

Woolwich 5, Dundas 0
Goals: Brayden Stevens, Matthew Schieck, Dalton 
Taylor, McKinley Ceaser, Jordan Moore (Tyler 
Seguin, Eric Hanley, Mitch Kernick, Adam Cook)
Shutout: Tyler MacGregor
WOOLWICH MINOR ATOM AA - BOYS

JAN. 4

Woolwich 7, Orangeville 0
Goals: Ryan Elliott, Mitch Lee, Blake Roemer, 
Connor Bradley, Nathan Taylor, Isiah Katsube, 
Spencer Young (Connor Bradley x2, Blake Roemer, 
Mitch Lee, Trevor Ferretti, Isiah Katsube, Ryan 
Elliott, Colin Merlihan, Dawson Good)
Shutout: Zach Verwey
WOOLWICH MAJOR ATOM AA - BOYS

DEC. 28

OTTAWA BELL CAPITAL CUP
Woolwich 3, Nepean 0
Goals: Kayden Zacharczuk x2, Austin Cousineau 
(Griffen Rollins x2, Sam Davidson, Justin Taylor)
Shutout: Riley Demers

DEC. 28

Woolwich 6, Gatineau 0
Goals: Austin Cousineau x2, Griffen Rollins, Josh 
Martin, Kayden Zacharczuk, Lukas Shantz (Griffen 
Rollins x2, Kayden Zacharczuk, Austin Cousineau, 
Jake Code)
Shutout: Cyrus Martin

DEC. 29

Woolwich 5, Providence 0
Goals: Josh Martin, Austin Cousineau, Eli Baldin, 
Brody Waters, Lukas Shantz (Brody Waters x2, Eli 
Baldin, Kayden Zacharczuk, Griffen Rollins, Josh 
Martin, Kurtis Hoover, Jake Code)
Shutout: Riley Demers

DEC. 30 (QUARTERFINALS)

Timmins 3, Woolwich 0
JAN. 4 (REGULAR SEASON)

Woolwich 5, Flamborough 1
Goals: Sam Davidson, Josh Martin, Jake Code,  
Eli Baldin, Griffen Rollins (Lukas Shantz,  
Sam Davidson, Mackenzie Willms, Josh Martin, 
Kurtis Hoover)

And the gold goes to the Hericanes

Midgets also golden at Kitchener tourney

PHOTO » SUBMITTED

WINNING WAYS 
The Twin Centre Hericanes 
Midget LL #2 took home the 
gold at the Jason Cripps 
hockey tournament held in 
Kitchener from Dec. 27-30. 
Back row: Daphne Lumgair, 
Lisa Guenther, Megan 
Smart, Becky Cornwall, 
Stephen Temple, Ali Hergott, 
Tessa Brenner. Front row: 
Shelby Smit, Stacy Frey, 
Meagan Kroetsch, Kathryn 
Sutherland, Stephanie 
Temple, Kara Lumgair.

PHOTO » SUBMITTED

THE ONES The Twin 
Centre Hericanes Atom 
LL girls won first place 
in the Jason Cripps 
hockey tournament held 
in Kitchener from Dec. 
27-30. Back row: Laura 
Martin, Briony Jantzi, 
Blythe Bender, Charlotte 
Birrell, Jayna MacDonald 
& Marissa Lebold. Middle 
row: Taylor Hartung, Nikki 
Beam, Olivia Bolender, 
Emily Whitney, Jordyn Torti. 
Goalie: Kylee Zacharczuk.
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The cold snap earlier 
this week may have 

had many of  us cursing 
the onset of  winter, but 
avid snowmobilers still 
haven’t seen enough of  
the cold and snow for 
their liking.

“It has been a terrible 
start to the season and 
we are not too impressed 
with Mother Nature 
right now but she can 
still make up for it,” said 
Graham Snyder, gover-
nor for District 5 of  the 
Ontario Federation of  
Snowmobile Clubs and 
trail groomer for the 
Golden Triangle Snow-
mobile Association.

The association is 

Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

26 Centre St., ELMIRA T: 519-669-2405

Quality care available for all
ages and all health conditions.

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Celebrating 10 
years of service to Elmira 

& surrounding communities.

Colin Dewar made of  12 snowmobile 
clubs in the area that 
maintain 500 kilometres 
of  trails from Elmira to 
Wellesley, Cambridge 
and Stratford. None of  
those trails have been 
open this season be-
cause there isn’t enough 
snow to form a base.

Golden Triangle was 
formed so its clubs could 
band together to buy 
equipment and trail 
markers and make it 
easier for riders to main-
tain trails. 

Snowmobilers in-
terested in running 
through the white pow-
der should be heading 
towards the Kapuskas-
ing area, said Snyder, 
adding that groomers 

cumulated snow so far 
this year.

A typical snowmobile 
season lasts close to six 
or seven weeks; how-
ever, the last two years 
have not been very nice 
for snowmobilers as 
mild spells throughout 
the winter months have 
melted snow and forced 
trails to close earlier 
than normal.

“When we have mild 
days in the middle of  
winter that last too long 
we basically have to 
start from scratch again 
and the last few years 
we have not had the 
snowfall to reopen some 
trails; those that are able 
to be open have to be re-
groomed,” he said. “If  
we can get seven weeks 
we are very happy.”

Permit sales across 
the association have 
been steady so far this 
season as many riders 
decided to take advan-
tage of  the $50 discount 
when a permit was pur-
chased before Dec. 1. 

As soon as Old Man 
Winter makes more 
than a cameo appear-
ance, the permits start 
flying off  the shelf, said 
Snyder, noting groomers 
will be running around 
the clock and within 24 
hours of  a good snow-
fall, the trails will be 
open.

What snow we have ac-
cumulated so far in the 
region is expected to dis-
appear as temperatures 
are expected to rise. Ac-
cording to Environment 
Canada the forecast calls 
for rain this weekend.

“It is too bad, because 
we like to have a foot or 
two of  frost in the ground 
as that is better for our 
trails and the safety of  
the riders but the rains 
will bring out any frost 
that we have been able to 
gain over the last week,” 
said Snyder. “The frost 
is good for riders in the 
bush and swamp areas 
because if  the ground 
is not frozen there is a 
danger of  the machines 
sinking into the ground. 
We don’t want that, we 
want a safe season as we 
always do.”

Taste of winter weather 
only a tease for 
snowmobilers
Riders have yet to get going locally;  
weekend forecast not at all to their liking

STILL WAITING Graham Snyder, 
governor for District 5 of the Ontario 
Federation of Snowmobile Clubs, is 
looking forward to a heavy snowfall 
that will allow him to open snowmobile 
trails in Woolwich and Wellesley.

are working on trails in 
Barrie but they have not 
officially opened their 
trails just yet.

“We will need a good 
six inches to get run-
ning down here,” said 
Snyder. “It has to be re-
ally good snow, we could 
get a foot of  fluffy snow 
but we would not be able 
to make a trial out of  it 
where as six inches of  
packing snow would 
make a great trail for 
us.”

Snowmobilers will be 
hoping for a few good 
weeks of  snow cover to 
make up for last year’s 
short season. Despite 
the wintry weather 
since Christmas, there 
hasn’t been enough ac-

TIGHT FINISH The 
Twin Centre Atom Rep team 
was the Silver Stick Atom B 
finalist in Wingham from Dec. 
4-11, losing 3-2 in the final 
in overtime. Team members: 
Colby Switzer, Brett Springer, 
Josh Monk, Parker Solomon, 
Tyler Munro, Dylan Burton, Gabe 
Leis, Jake Voisin, Matt Charlton, 
Ben Bauer, Griffin Hergott, 
Brandon Parnell, Nolan Hislop, 
Daniel Rudy, Bart Sherrer, and 
Aidan Krueger.

PHOTO » SUBMITTED

Atom Reps come close in Wingham
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CLASSIFIEDS PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD |  Classified ads can be 
obtained in person, by phone (519-669-5790), fax 
or email from Monday to Thursday 8:30am-5pm or 
Friday 8:30am-4pm. All classified ads are prepaid. 
Deadline is WEDNESDAYS by 4pm.

Residential 20-Word Ad
$7.50   (Extra Words 20¢/word)

Commercial 20-Word Ad
$12.00   (Extra Words 30¢/word)

Police, Municipal, School Bd, Bankruptcy, Fleets & Others

Sat      Jan 14th       9am

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday Jan 13th 2012, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: $500.00 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

www.mrjutzi.ca - is updated Daily  PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium!! INDOOR - Heated Building!!!

AUCTION

2007 Ford Focus
2006 Dodge Magnum
2004 Odyssey Wgn
2004 Cadillas STS
2004 Crown Victoria
2004 Accord EX-L
1999 Saab 9-5

2005 Chev Trailblazer 4x4
2 - 2005 Jimmy 4x4’s
2002 Chev Diesel 16’ Cube
2001 Isuzu Trooper
3 - 00/01 Ford Diesel 20’ Cubes
2 - 98/00 Ford F150 P/up’s
2 - 98/02 Ford E250 Van’s

SHOP TOOLS (Starts at 9am) => Skyjack Manlift * Welder
Auto Test Equip * 10hp Compressor * Torch Sets * Enerpacs
3 - 36” Wood Lathes * Scroll Saw * Grinders * Drill Presses
Greaser * Floor Jacks/Stands * 40+ RIDGID Pipe Wrenches

25+ 1T/5Ton Chains Hoists * 20+ NEW Door Closers
2-Champion 6500W E/S Generators * Piano * Skids of Parts

2005 Flagstaff 206-LTD H/T Camper

Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

HELP WANTED

>> Foster Transport is 
needing a full time DZ driver 
for hauling livestock. Please 
fax resume to: 519-698-
2444.

WORK WANTED

>> Live-In Nanny 
Experienced Amish 
caregiver (25+ years). 
Available Monday Friday. 
Drive required. Excellent 
references. Please call 226-
789-7832 .

TRAINING & LESSONS

>> Give the Gift of Music! 
Guitar & Bass Lessons, 
Musical Instruments & 
Accessories. Gift Certificates 
available. Call 519-669-
5885. 

FOR SALE

>> 12” SHARPE colour 
TV with remote. Ideal for 
bedroom, den or office. 
Prefect working order 
$10. 12” CANDLE colour 
TV. Like new, 83 Channel 
tuner, great bedroom TV. 
Perfect working order $5. 
HIGH DEFINITION TV analog 
to digital Converter with 
remote control. 4 months 
old. Was $50 new. Take it for 
$15. Call 519-669-3328.

AUTOMOTIVE

>> 2010 Mazda3 GX, 
50,000 kms, 2.0L, spotless, 
warranty, A/C, Keyless entry, 
5 spd manual, $13,000. 
Wingham. 905-809-1872 
(cell) gh_82@yahoo.com

RENTALS

>> 1 Bedroom Apartment 
for rent. No pets, no 
smoking. $700/mth + hydro. 
519-669-5751.

RENTALS

>> February 1st Maryhill. 
Large 1 bedroom complete 
with bath and kitchen. No 
pets or smoking. Central 
vac, all inclusive. Call 519-
648-3489.

>> Furnished Room For 
rent. No smoking, no 
drinking. $450.00 per 
month. Call 519-669-9929.

>> Room For Rent. Shared 
kitchen. Phone 519-669-
5279.

>> Smaller 1 Bedroom 
high end apartment in 
quiet building. Close to 
downtown, perfect for 
working professional or 
retired person. Please no 
pets and non smoking. Rent 
$660 + utilities. Available 
Feb. 1. Call 519-669-2212.

>> WANTED - apartment 
or bachelor apartment in 
Linwood. Quiet, professional 
male. Phone 519-807-2922.

TRADES & SERVICES

>> Deep Muscle Therapy 
and Craniosacral Therapy at 
33 Mill St. Elmira. Call 519-
669-9929.

AUCTIONS

FUN ON ICE Left, Blake Horst, 
4, (front) skates with his brother, 
Maverick, 6, and sister Samantha, 
8 at the free skate held Wednesday 
at the Jim McLeod Arena at Elmira’s 
WMC. Above, Lowell Martin teaches 
his son Kaden,4,  how to skate.

Enjoying a free skate at WMC
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NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the draft 2012 budgets as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and • Tax-supported capital budget; at three special budget meetings on January, 12th, January 19th, and January 26, 2012, each commencing  
at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

Richard Petherick, CMA, Director of Finance & Treasurer

create a new vacant industrial lot.  The proposed retained lands will be approximately 0.5 ha and 
contain a truck wash operation.  The property is zoned Industrial Business Park (M-6) with site 
specific provisions.

CONSENT APPLICATIONS B2/2012, B3/2012, B4/2012 and B5/2012 – Estate of Thelma Kennell
PROPERTY: 1410 Sawmill Road, Crooks Tract, Part Lot 8, Broken Front Concession East   
of Grand River
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever two new vacant residential lots from 
the property at 1410 Sawmill Road and have these two new lots share a driveway.  Specifically 
they propose:
• B2/2012 - to sever an irregular shaped parcel of land being approximately 0.14 ha and hav-
ing approximately 43 metres frontage on Sawmill Road for the purpose of creating a new vacant 
residential lot on private services.
• B3/2012 - to sever an irregular shaped parcel of land being approximately 0.14 ha in area and 
having approximately 43 metres frontage on Sawmill Road for the purpose of creating a new 
vacant residential lot on private services.
• B4/2012 and B5/2012 - to convey a right-of-way, measuring approximately 2 by 20 metres 
on each of the proposed severed lots (total of 4 by 20 metres), in favour of the proposed severed 
parcels in Applications B2/2012 and B3/2012, for the purpose of providing joint access.

The proposed retained lands will be approximately 0.9 ha and have approximately 45 metres front-
age and contain the existing single family dwelling and accessory sheds.  The entire property is 
zoned Settlement Residential (R-1).

Further information about the applications may be obtained from Engineering and Planning Ser-
vices at 519-669-6038 or 519-664-2613 (Ext. 6038).

DATED this 7th day of January, 2012
Jeremy Vink, RPP, MCIP
Senior Planner
Engineering & Planning Services

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

January 23, 2012

On Monday, January 23, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet in the Council Chambers 
of the Municipal Offices, 24 Church Street West, Elmira to consider the following applications.  
All persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson at 519-
669-6040 or 519-664-2613 (ext. 6040) regarding meeting details.  Email:  nthompson@wool-
wich.ca.

The Committee will also consider signed, written submissions for or against the applications if 
submitted to the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 17, 2012. 
Submissions can be forwarded by mail or hand delivery to:  Township of Woolwich, Attn:  Jeremy 
Vink, P.O. Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6 or Fax 519-669-4669 or Email 
jvink@woolwich.ca.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A1/2012 – Marna Huber
PROPERTY: 1305 Sawmill Road, James Wilson Tract Part Lot 11, Crooks Tract, Broken Front Con-
cession
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to reduce the Zoning By-law required  
Minimum Distance Separation (MDS) being 120% of the calculated MDS from 298 metres to 
approximately 189 metres measured between the existing dairy barn / manure storage area 
located at 1237 Sawmill Road and the proposed new dwelling at 1305 Sawmill Road. The owner 
proposes to demolish the existing dwelling and rebuild a new single family dwelling in  the same 
location.  The calculated MDS is 248 metres. The property is zoned Agricultural and contains a 
single family dwelling and livestock barn.  

CONSENT APPLICATION B1/2012 – Smurk Inc.
PROPERTY:  270 Union Street, Elmira, 58M-358 Part Lot 3, Plan 58R16011 Part 1
PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever an irregular shaped parcel  
being approximately 0.3 ha, from the rear of the 0.8 ha property at 270 Union Street in order to 
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Learn More About Sunlight Heritage Homes and Our fine 
communities by Visiting us Today!

Sunlight Homes

Have a question? Email us at: info@sunlighthomes.ca

Many models to choose from

www.sunlighthomes.ca

519.787.0203
Alyssa Henry
Sales Representative

Drayton Heights 
VISIT US SATURDAY AND SUNDAY!

Many models to choose from

Choose from one 
of our plans or let 
us custom build 
your home fully 

detached.
Homes starting  

from

$239,990

The Edge Semi-detached homes  from $189,990

REAL ESTATE

Designed | Printed | Delivered

with the Observer

Call or email for a free quote on your next print order!

519-669-5790
IN PRINT. 
ONLINE. 
IN PICTURES. 
IN DEPTH. www. .com

info@woolwichobserver.com

5,000 FLYERS 
8.5x11” Paper, Black & White, One Side

275$ PLUS
HST

10,000 FLYERS 
8.5x11” Paper, Black & White, One Side

449 PLUS
HST

OR

Does not include distribution.

Flyers

Postcards

And More

Door Hangers

Business Cards

Brochures

OFFICE 519-888-7110

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 
180 Weber St. S., Waterloo

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

$500.00 donation will be 
made with every home bought 

or sold by Paul in Woolwich.

Only minutes to Waterloo. This family oriented home is complete with 
3rd flr. family rm and laundry, separate DR., 4 bdrms. Airy eat-in kitchen 
with reverse osmosis, breakfast bar & island, lrg LR w/gas fireplace. 
Basement w/o to fenced yard. Put your personal touches on the 
unfinished basement. MLS Call Paul direct.

FABULOUS HOME
$475,000$475,000

West Montrose - On picturesque setting. Only 20 min to Waterloo. Spacious grand 
foyer w/curved oak staircase & french drs leading you to through this exceptional 
home. Complete w/sep DR, MF laundry, LR, FR& fin'd basement. Master w/FP, walk in 
closet & captivating ensuite complete w/stand up shower & corner whirlpool bath. Sit 
back & enjoy the lg deck overlooking inground kidney shaped pool w/brick privacy 
wall & country setting. MLS Call Paul direct.

$624,000$624,000
IMPRESSIVE HOME

Elmira - This open concept, raised bungalow is currently being built by Huron Homes in mature area. Close to downtown, walking distance to restaurants & 
banks. Complete w/deck, MF laundry, spacious master w/lg closet & 4 pc ensuite. Double garage (17.5 x 20 ft) perfect for storage & still easily have parking 
for 3 vehicles. Convenient separate side entrance. MLS Call Paul direct.

Woolwich - Loc’d on 20 acres. Spacious 2400 sqft bungalow equip’d w/MF lndry, sep dr, huge fin’d bsmnt & walk up to garage. Open kit 
& FM w/wood fp. Master w/huge walk in closet & attractive slider to 3 tiered composite deck w/hot tub. 25x36 ft insulated, heated shop, 
100amp w/bathrm & phone. 20,000 sqft 2 storey barn equipped for chickens or turkeys, currently empty. 17 acres of bush w/trail, mostly 
hardwood & poplar. MLS Call Paul direct.

$749,900$749,900

SOLD
Alli Bauman

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

$303,000$303,000
QUALITY BUILT SEMIS 

FEATURE PROPERTYFEATURE PROPERTY

HOBBY FARM

BUYING OR SELLING?
You’ve come to the right place to find a home.

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

NICE OLDER HOME on the edge of town.  
Natural staircase, pocket doors. Oak kitchen 
& spacious dining area overlooking the 
deep yard. Family room and living room. 2 
bathrooms. Some replacement windows. 
Detached garage. MLS $249,900.

Brad Martin 
Broker of Record,  MVA Residential 

Res: 519.669.1068

Julie Heckendorn 
Broker 

Res: 519.669.8629

Tracey Williams 
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.505.0627

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-2772
www.thurrealestate.com

Brokerage

WOODED LOT! Spacious bungalow with 
full walkout bsmt. Recent hardwood on 
most of the main floor, 2pc. ensuite. 
Fin. bsmt. with lovely stone fireplace. 
Updated windows, furnace, & garage dr. 
Huge lot. EXCL $359,900.

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE -  Approx. 
3000 sq. ft. Large open room. Private 
offices, board room and washrooms. 
Lots of parking. Great exposure on a busy 
highway between Elmira & St. Jacobs. MLS 
$2,500/MONTH.
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NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

Sunday School
at  9:30am

Service at 10:30am

200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296
Check out our website  www.woodsidechurch.ca

Sunday, January 8, 2012
9:15 & 11:00 AM  
Series: Family Apps

#1 - The “Make Wise Choices” App

Trinity United Church, Elmira

www.execulink.com/~unitedchurch/index.html

“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

21 Arthur St. N., Church o�ce 519-669-5560

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

www.execulink.com/~unitedchurch/index.html

“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

21 Arthur St. N., Church o�ce 519-669-5560

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Visit us at: www.wondercafe.ca 

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at John Mahood Public School 

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459
SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM

“Overcomer”“Overcomer”
Jan. 8th Jan. 8th 

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church

No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!
Celebrate Eucharist with us

Mass times are: 
Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

HEARING
ASSISTEDPLACES OF FAITH

Finding The Way Together

- The Junction -
Zion Mennonite Fellowship

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Worship Service - 10:45am
Sunday School - 9:30am

519-669-2319  |  www.wbconline.ca
4522 Herrgott Road, Wallenstein

Discovering God Together

The Gospel in the OT
Ron Seabrooke

The Gracious Curse

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593 

10:30am Worship Service

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

www.stpaulselmira.ca

9:15am Sunday School

Check the  
Observer for

your local  faith 
listings!

REAL ESTATE

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CR
OS
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LOOKING FOR THE  
PERFECT HOME?

BONNIE BRUBACHER
Broker of Record

SHANNA ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE LANGDON
Sales Representative 

MONIQUE ROES
Sales RepresentativeElmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
ELMIRA REAL ESTATE SERVICES

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

$299,900. Great single detached 
home backing onto walking 
trail/creek, 1.5 car garage, dbl 
driveway, finished basement with 
recreation room & 4th bathroom, 
large kitchen/dinette, living rm 
w/gas fireplace and walkout to 
fenced yard, master bedroom 
ensuite, central air, central 
vacuum. MLS

OPEN HOUSE SAT., JAN. 7TH • 1-3P.M.
41 BRISTOW CREEK DRIVE, ELMIRA

$284,900. Bigger than 
you think.   Four levels 
finished open concept 
backsplit semi.   Generous 
living space, 3 Bedrooms, 
2 Baths.   Gas fireplace, 
private yard with patio 
and pergola.   NEW MLS

OPEN HOUSE SAT., JAN. 7TH • 1-3P.M.
87 CHURCH STREET WEST, ELMIRA

FIRST TIME 
OFFERED!

$2,500,000. 61 Acres of rolling scenic farmland plus 
grounds in a park like setting including pond.  4 Bedroom 
ranch bungalow w/triple garage, amazing 4000 sq ft shop 
and heated work area,  great for the motor home and other 
storage. MLS

BAMBERG FAMILY BUNGALOW

$369,900. Moorefield location on the 
edge of town. Fully finished offers 3 
Bedrooms, 3 Baths, room for the 
growing family or retirement. 
Picturesque wooded lot. MLS

WHY RENT WHEN 
YOU CAN OWN!!

$179,900. Affordable semi in small town 
of Drayton! Spacious main floor with living 
room addition, dining room and eat in 
kitchen. Walkout from main floor to deck 
and deep backyard.  Single car garage with 
double driveway, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, gas fireplace. Room to 
renovate! 5 appliances included! MLS

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira • www.remaxsolidgold.biz
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

BERT MARTIN, BROKER

Call Bert For Your FREE Market Evaluation

BEAUTIFUL
 3 year old with 3rd floor loft and 
view of countryside, 3 bathrooms, 
3 bedrooms, walkout from dining 
room to new deck, walkout from 
basement to rear yard, new central 
air, master ensuite w/corner tub. 
Call Bert to view. MLS.

$379,000

COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SPACE

Two adjoining offices in Multi-Tenant 
Plaza. Also 920 s/f unit consisting of 
two offices, reception area, kitchenette 
and bathroom. Located in busy plaza 
10 minutes from Waterloo. MLS. Call 
Bert to view.
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World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine 

Rug Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS

$139 FREE Gift Offer
Learn More Online At...

budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

CARPET CARE

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR SPRING 2012 PROJECTS

CONCRETE CRANE

ORTLIEB 
CRANE
• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 
 7 Days A Week

Call Us At
519-669-3373

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

Body Maintenance
at

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial • On-The-Farm Service

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

AUTOMOTIVE

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

AUTOMOTIVE

519.669.8330
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE

SKATE SHARPENING

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400
31 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

Accredited Test  
& Repair Facility

www.thompsonsauto.ca

COURIER SERVICE

SMALL PARCELS TO LIGHT SKIDS

1-ton van with high roof can haul up to 3000lb
two standard skids anywhere in

Southern ON Mon-Sat

daver.reimer30@gmail.com
519-575-1811

FAMILY ALBUM

Judith Marie 
Martin

January 3, 1952

LIFE WITH SIX SIBLINGS 
FOR SIX DECADES!

Happy Birthday from your entire clan!

BIRTHDAY

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

CHLOE GLORIA SCOTT
Andrew and Holly Scott (Meyer) are 
pleased to announce the arrival of their 
daughter, Chloe Gloria! Born December 20, 
2011. 9lbs 8 oz. Big brothers Isaac and 
Landon already adore her, as well as 
grandparents Randy and Gail Meyer and 
Tim and Michelle Scott. All praise to our 
Father for His child Chloe!

BIRTHDAY

Happy 50th Doug

Love from:
Jen, Keri, Kyle & Alex

xoxo

Sincere thank you to all the family and 
friends old and new who remembered 
Donny. The flowers, cards and prayers, 
I am so grateful. And if there is an after 

life I know that he and John are 
together again.

Doris Klein

Donald Alexander Klein 

THANK YOU

SERVICE PROS

>> BOLENDER, Laudvell “Laudie”-  Peacefully passed 
away on Saturday, December 31, 2011 at Groves Memorial 
Hospital, Fergus at the age of 95 years, of RR 1, Elora.

>> CANTLEY, Elaine Marion (Foster)-  1921 - 2011 Passed 
away peacefully on December 23, 2011 at Chateau 
Gardens Long Term Care, Elmira.

>> GERBER, Michael-  Passed peacefully with his wife 
Laura at his side, on Friday, December 23, 2011 at 
Nithview Homes, New Hamburg. Michael of Wellesley at 
the age of 92.

>> GINGRICH, Wilfred-  Suddenly on Wednesday, December 
28, 2011 as the result of an accident, at the age of 11 
years. Son of Jesse and Verna (Weber) Gingrich of RR 2, 
West Montrose.

>> HUBER, Jeremy Craig - Passed away as a result of a 
car accident on Saturday, December 24, 2011 at McMaster 
University Hospital, Hamilton. Jeremy resided at R.R. #1, 
Wellesley and was born 11 years ago in Stratford. Beloved 
son of Kevin and Erna (Dueck) Huber of RR1, Wellesley.

>> LARUE, Paul Michel “Mike”-  Of St. Thomas and formerly 
of Elmira, passed away peacefully on Friday, December 23, 
2011 at the St. Thomas-Elgin General Hospital, in his 72nd 
year.

DEATH NOTICES

  Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
December 20, 2011 at St. Mary’s Hospital. 
Ruth (Eisenbach) Martin age 84 years, of 
Elmira. Beloved wife of the late Harold 
R. Martin (2004). Dear mother of Reg and 
Pam Martin of Wiarton, Laurie Grundy 
of Elmira, and Steven Martin of Costa 
Rica. Lovingly remembered by her nine 
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren 
and a sister Reta Searth. Predeceased 
by her parents Henry and Alma 
(Schmermund) Eisenbach, son-in-law Joe 
Grundy (2000), daughter-in-law Louise 
Martin (2010), and brother Earl Eisenbach 
(1986). At Ruth’s request, cremation has 
taken place. A memorial service for 
family and friends was held in the chapel 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira 
on Wednesday, December 28, 2011 at 
11 a.m. In her memory, donations to St. 
Mary’s Hospital Cardiac Care or Grand 
River Regional Cancer Centre would be 
appreciated as expressions of sympathy.

Martin, Ruth C.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com 

DEATH NOTICES

  In his 83rd year, passed away peacefully, 
surrounded by family, on Wednesday, 
December 21, 2011 at Freeport Health 
Centre - Trinity Village Terrace, formerly 
of Floradale. Devoted husband of the 
late Beatrice (Dettweiler) Martin (2010). 
Loving father of Lois Pryse (Michael), 
Phyllis Martin-Neufeld (Keith), Linda 
Martin, Elizabeth MacPherson (Gordon) 
and Christy Hoffman (Craig). Lovingly 
remembered by his grandchildren 
Jessica (Rob), Kathleen (Scott), Heather, 
Emily, Nicole, Janelle, Alex, Adam, 
Blake, Natasha and Matthew, and by 
great-grandchildren Owen and Abigayle. 
Ervin will also be missed by his sister 
Adeline Martin, and sisters-in-law Velina 
and Erma Martin, as well as many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
his parents Anson and Lydia, siblings 
George, Lincoln, Clayton, Amos and 
Edna. The family received their friends 
and relatives at Floradale Mennonite 
Church on Friday, December 23rd from 
2-4 and 7-9 p.m. A memorial service to 
celebrate Ervin’s life and faith was held 
at the church on Saturday, December 
24th at 11 a.m. with Rev. Fred Redekop 
officiating. Interment in Floradale 
Mennonite Cemetery. In Ervin’s memory, 
donations may be made to Floradale 
Mennonite Church or Mennonite Central 
Committee and may be arranged through 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

Martin, Ervin L.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com 
“Home for Christmas”

>> ROSE, Margaret Jeanette “Marg”-  Peacefully, on 
Saturday, December 31, 2011, at PeopleCare Oakcrossing 
Retirement Home in London, after a courageous journey 
through Lewy Body Dementia. Local relatives are her son 
Doug and his wife Kathleen of Breslau.

>> WAGNER, Verna Pauline  (Heimpel)- Passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, December 28 2011 in her 88th 
year. Born on January 10, 1924 in Mannheim. Resided 
at Winston Park Nursing Home since April 2008. Local 
relatives are her son Clifford Wagner and his wife Evelyn 
of Breslau.

DEATH NOTICES
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DECORATING

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

Specializing in Paint Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

DECORATINGDECORATINGDECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S
GLASS SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

FREE ESTIMATES
• Store Fronts • Thermopanes

• Mirrors • Screen Repair
• Replacement Windows

• Shower Enclosures
• Sash Repair

C O M M E R C I A L  •  R E S I D E N T I A L

ELECTRICAL

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Randy Weber

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.669.9308
1722 Floradale Rd., Elmira, ON, N3B 2Z1

Home
Improvements

EAVESTROUGH

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
• High Quality Installation of Steel & Aluminum Eavestrough

• Rugged Steel Eavestrough for Today’s Metal Roofing Systems

JEREMY MARTIN
PH  519-502-4679 | Fax 519-291-6624

xcountryeaves@live.ca

8632 Concession 3, RR#3  Listowel, ON, N4W 3G8

SELF STORAGE

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Call

Various
sizes & rates 

CARPET CARE

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off 
      and Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL  519-669-7607

Call for Details

www.completecarpetcare.ca

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Renovating?
Let us do the clean up

RENOVATION 
CLEAN UPS!

PAINTING

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

519-669-2251

interior/exterior painting 

wallpapering & 

Plaster|Drywall repairs

free estimates Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

LAWN MAINTENANCE

SERVICE PROS

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

SALT

•Tree Trimming & Removal
• Aerial Bucket Trucks
• Stump Grinding
• Arborist Evaluations
• Fully Insured & Certified
• Certified to Work
   Near Power Lines

FREE
ESTIMATES

TREE SERVICE

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

PLUMBING

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

Inspections for Real Estate
Septic System Repairs & Restoration

Catch Basin Cleaning

Septic Tank Cleaning

SEPTIC SERVICES

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220
www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

MEDICAL TREATMENT 

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

For more information contact: JEFF BASLER
RR 1, Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z1 | Mobile: 519-505-0985 | Office: 519-669-9081  

Fax: 519-669-9819 | Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

OUR EQUIPMENT CAN 
HANDLE TOUGH BRUSH  

& LONG GRASS!
519-669-9081  

OFFERING A QUICK AND EASY WAY 
TO RECLAIM UNUSED LAND

SERVICE ANYWHERE IN ONTARIO

Davco Forestry Brush Mower capable of mowing up to 
6" diameter brush and also for mowing any long grass.

MANY APPLICATIONS:
• Industrial lots
• Pasture reclaimation
• Golf courses
• Cottages
• Trail maintenance &  
   development
• Real estate lots
• Orchard maintenance
• Ski resorts
• Wooded lot thinning, etc.

HELPING RECLAIM YOUR
UNUSED LAND!

• Environmentally friendly
• Extremely low ground pressure
• Returns nutrients back to soil
• No erosion problems - leaves soil structure intact
• No Burning
• No harm to keeper trees

PIANO SERVICE

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira 
519.669.5313

MON-FRI 12PM TO 6PM | SAT 9AM TO 5PM
SUN 12PM TO 3PM

SKATE SHARPENING

MUSIC SERVICES

For the music-lover on your list we`ll transfer
music from LPs, 45s, 78s and cassettes to CDs.
We`ll take your favourite albums, clean up clicks, pops and

surface noise and enhance the overall sound of the recording.

More Info & pricing | vinylp2cd@gmail.com

519-669-0541 | Elmira, ON

GIVE
THE
GIFT
OF
MUSIC

SEWING  SERVICES

Armand St. Jean
519-746-0162

PIANO 
TUNING 
& REPAIR

PIANO 
TUNING 
& REPAIR

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
Upholstery Carpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St. Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 800, 101 Frederick St., Kitchener 

NANCY
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.895.2044 ext. 217
Home: 519.747.4388

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Truck & 
Trailer 

Maintenance

Cardlock 
Fuel 

Management

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

PRINTING 
& COPYING 
SERVICES
Black and white, 
8 1/2 X 11 flyers 

designed and printed 
for as low as 6¢. 
Professionally 

designed, quick 
turnaround, local 
service. Delivery, 
folding and colour 

work also available. 
Call 519.669.5790 
ext 107 for details.

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

JANUARY 8

>> Elmira Sugar Kings Hungryman’s 
Breakfast with the Elmira Legion Branch 
469; 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.; 11 First St. Elmira. 

JANUARY 10 

>> Come Read With Me Family Storytime 
– 6:45-7:30 p.m. at Wellesley Branch 
Library. An evening family storytime 
program recommended for parents/
caregivers and children 3 to 7 years old. 
Tuesday evenings from Jan. 10 – Feb. 
28. Read, play games and learn about 
literacy in fun ways. For more information  
call the Wellesley Branch Library at  
519-656-2001.

>> Toddler Tales is for children 24 to 36 
months old and  a parent or caregiver and 
runs on Tuesdays 10:30-11:15 a.m. from 
Jan. 10 – Feb. 28. For more information 
call the Elmira Branch of Region of 
Waterloo Library at 519-669-5477.

>> Community Renewable Energy 
Waterloo (CREW) & Local Initiative fro 
Future Energy (LIFE) co-op present Local 
Opportunities in Renewable Energy from 
7-8:30 p.m. Conestoga Room, Kitchener 
city hall. For more information contact  
shane@crewzone.ca Cash or food item 
donation to the Waterloo Region Food Bank 
will be collected. 

JANUARY 11

>> Toddler Tales is for children 24 to 36 
months – at the Wellesley Branch of the 
Region of Waterloo Library,  and is held 
on Wednesdays 9:30 to 10:15 a.m. from 
Jan. 11 to Feb. 29. For more information 
call the Wellesley Branch Library at  
519-656-2001.

>> Storytime is for children 3 to 5 years old  
and will run on Wednesdays  1-1:45 p.m. 
from Jan. 11 to Feb. 29 and Thursdays 
from 9:15 to 10 a.m. from Jan. 12 – Mar. 1. 
For more information call the St. Clements 
Branch of Region of Waterloo Library at 
519-699-4341.

>> Storytime is for children 3 to 5 years old  
and will run on Wednesdays  2-2:45 p.m. 
from Jan. 11 to Feb. 29 and Thursdays 
from 10:15 to 11 a.m. from Jan. 12 – Mar. 
1. For more information call the Elmira 
Branch of Region of Waterloo Library at 
519-669-5477.

JANUARY 12

>> Weekly Bingo 7 p.m. at Elmira Lions 
Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go 
to support the many projects of the Lions 
Club of Elmira. For more information call 
519-500-1434.

>> Storytime is for children ages 3 to 
5 years old – at Wellesley Branch of the 
Region of Waterloo Library,  and is held 
Wednesday mornings 10:45-11:30 a.m. 
from Jan. 11 to Feb. 29 or Thursdays 
2-2:45 p.m. from Jan. 12 to Mar. 1. For 
more information call the Wellesley Branch 
Library at 519-656-2001.

>> Annual Maple Syrup Association  
Information Day; 9 a.m. registration 
and refreshments, 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
meeting. Admission free to members,  
$20 for non-members, hot lunch $13. 
Held at Woolwich Community Centre,  

St. Jacobs. For more information call  
Bob Richmond 519-696-3551.

JANUARY 13 

>> H.U.G.S. Program 9:15-11:15 a.m. Meet 
with other parents to discuss parenting 
and child health issues. Topic: Kindergarten 
readiness – what skills does your child need 
to know before starting school? Jennifer 
Elliott, teacher and parent will present. Held 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Call Heidi at 519-
664-3794 for more information. 

JANUARY 14 

>> Smart Serve Certification course being 
presented at Royal Canadian Legion, 11 
First St. E., Elmira; 9 a.m. Cost $45. For 
more information call 519-669-2932.

>> Please join us for “An Evening of Song” 
with the Waterloo Regional Police Male 
Chorus with special guests: The Foundation 
Christian School Children’s Choir; 7 p.m. 
at Hope Lutheran Church, 30 Shaftsbury 
Drive, Kitchener. Admission is free. A free-
will offering will be taken; all proceeds to 
benefit Foundation Christian School. For 
more information call 519-664-0110.

JANUARY 16 

>> Rise Up – 6:30-8:30 p.m. A four-week 
structured class room style group program 
that will help you manage the negative 
symptoms of mild depression. Classes 
will run Jan. 16 – Feb. 6 at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr. 
St. Jacobs. For more information call 519-
664-3794.

>> Seniors Club Lunch, Woolwich Memorial 
Arena, 24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira (community 
room) at noon. Cost $6. Join us for a 
noon day meal and fellowship. For more 
information call Community Care Concepts 
at 519-669-3023.

JANUARY 18 

>> Storytime for Children ages 3 to 5 – at 
Bloomingdale Branch of the Region of 
Waterloo Library. Joins us for stories and 
other fun activities on Wednesdays 1:30-
2:15 p.m. from Jan. 18 to Mar. 7 or Thursdays 
1:30-2:15 p.m. from Jan. 19 to Mar. 8. For 
more information call the Bloomingdale 
Branch Library at 519-745-3151.

>> Stamp Camp 7-8 p.m. at Elmira Branch 
Library. Join us for beginners ctamp 
collecting. Free for ages 5 to 15. For more 
information call the Elmira Branch Library 
at 519-669-5477.

>> eReaders and More: A Holiday Guide: 
7-8 p.m. at Elmira Branch Library. Did you 
get a new mobile device for Christmas? 
This informative session will look at 
various mobile devices – ereaders, tablets, 
smartphones – and how they work with the 
library’s ebooks and audiobooks. Space is 
limited. For more information call the Elmira 
Branch Library at 519-669-5477.

JANUARY 19 

>> Weekly Bingo, 7 p.m. at Elmira Lions 
Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go 
to support the many projects of the Lions 
Club of Elmira. For more information call 
519-500-1434.

Strange
But True

Bill & Rich Sones

>> Send STRANGE questions  
to brothers Bill and Rich at 

strangetrue@cs.com

Dolphins are 
people too 
... perhaps

Q.  What’s one of the most 
startling animal questions 

that could ever be asked?

A.  “Is a dolphin a person?” poses 
David Grimm in “Science” mag-

azine. According to Lori Marino, 
cetacean neuroanatomist of  Emory 
University, dolphins may be Earth’s 
second smartest creature (next to 
us, of  course). 

Bottlenose dolphins have bigger 
brains than humans (1600 grams 
versus 1300) and a brain-to-body-
weight ratio greater than great apes 
(though lower than humans). And 
it’s not just size that matters: dol-
phins have a very complex neocor-
tex allowing for problem-solving 
and self-awareness; also, their 
brain neurons have been linked to 
emotions and even theory of  mind 
-- the ability to sense what others 
are thinking.  Overall, says Marino, 
“dolphin brains stack up quite well 
to human brains.”

To Hunter College cognitive 
psychologist Diana Reiss, dolphins’ 
social intelligence rivals that of  
the great apes. They can recognize 
themselves in a mirror (a feat most-
animals fail), understand complex 
gesture “sentences” from humans 
and learn to poke an underwater 
keyboard to request toys to play 
with. “Much of  their learning is 
similar to what we see with young 
children.”

Taking the argument even fur-
ther, Loyola Marymount philoso-
pher Thomas White suggests that 
dolphins aren’t merely like people 
-- they may actually be people, or at 
least, “nonhuman persons.” Defin-
ing a “person” is difficult, White 
admits, but dolphins seem to have 
emotions and personalities, exhibit 
self-controlled behavior and treat 
others appropriately, even ethically.

Yet others caution that the scien-
tific case for dolphin intelligence 
is based on little data. “It’s a pretty 
story, but it’s very speculative,” says 
Jacopo Annese, a neuroanatomist 
at the University of  California, 
San Diego. “We don’t know, even in 
humans, the relationship between-
brain structure and function, let 
alone intelligence.”  



The Observer is pleased to present the...

VISIT THE CLASS OF 2011 ONLINE AT www.ObserverXtra.com
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Blake Michael
Heckendorn
August 6, 2011  

PARENTS
Stacey & Mike
Heckendorn

McKenzie Elizabeth
Rank

April 4, 2011
PARENTS 

Kyle and Roxanne Rank
GRANDPARENTS

Richard & Deby Rank, Don & 
Sally Burrows, Nana Gladys Price

ELMIRA

Cameron Nicholas 
Dorscht

February 11, 2011  
PARENTS

Nick & Kristen
Dorscht
LINWOOD

Chloe Gloria Scott
December 20, 2011

PARENTS
Andrew & Holly Scott 

(Meyer) and big brothers 
Isaac and Landon

ST. JACOBS

 Hailey Bauman
February 8, 2011  

PARENTS
Tim & Krista

Bauman
ELMIRA

 Landon Grant
November 1, 2011  

PARENTS
Michael Grant &

Sarah Pollice
ELMIRA

 Kolton Chase
Brubacher

August 7, 2011  
PARENTS

Dan & Amanda
Brubacher

ST. JACOBS

 James Robert John
Norman

September 21, 2011 
PARENTS

Jamie & Tina
Norman
LINWOOD

 Hayden Rebecca
Goetz

April 4, 2011  
PARENTS

Brandon & Beth
Goetz
BADEN

 Seth Richard
Mikel

May 31, 2011  
PARENTS

Steve & Tanya
Mikel
ELMIRA

 Tristan Snelling
April 9, 2011  

PARENTS
Lee & Linnea

Snelling
ELMIRA

 Victoria Ruggle
December 1, 2011  

PARENTS
Robert & Lee-Anne

Ruggle
ELMIRA

 Oliver George 
Matthews

January 19, 2011 
PARENTS

Mike & Libby Matthews
SIBLINGS

Finn and Ruby
ELMIRA

 Olivia Lyn
Battler

October 14, 2011  
PARENTS

Brad & Amanda
Battler
ELMIRA

Sage Isabella
Balog

December 15, 2011  
PARENTS

Dan & Nicole
Big Brother Cruz

ELMIRA

Lucas Floto
February 27, 2011  

PARENTS
Nick & Melissa

Floto
ELMIRA

Hailey Frede
September 28, 2011  

PARENTS
Ryan Frede &
Jen Armstrong

ELMIRA

Hayden Scott
Bolduc

June 15, 2011  
PARENTS

Travis & Kelly
Proud sister Addison

ELMIRA

ELMIRA
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