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IT WILL ALL BE 
GOOD ON SUNDAY 
IN MARYHILL

It wasn’t quite an eleventh-hour deal, 
but workers at Elmira District Community 
Living managed to avoid a strike this week 
by agreeing to a new three-year deal with 
their employer.

Local union president Trudy Allen said 
that 94 per cent of employees at EDCL, 
members of OPSEU Local 253, voted in 
favour of the new contract.

“Talks were going on Saturday night, 
and we met Sunday morning at 10 a.m. to 
finalize the details,” said Allen of the deal, 
which was ratified Monday afternoon.

The workers, who had been without a 
contract since March 2010, were seeking a 
four-year deal that would provide a lump-
sum payment of $850 in each of the first 
two years per full time equivalency, and a 
2.5 per cent wage increase in years three 
and four.

EDCL countered with a lump-sum pay-
ment of $1,132 combined over the first two 
years, a one per cent increase in year three, 
and a zero per cent increase in year four.

The deal which was eventually accepted 
by the union was that same offered by 
EDCL, but with the fourth year removed, 
meaning both sides will be back at the bar-
gaining table when this new deal expires 
next April.

“We’re hoping to give the employer time 

That superstitious time of year

Sugar King forward Cash Seraphim has had his hair cut into a Mohawk 
and dyed blonde for the team’s playoff run. Many of the Kings have 
pre-game superstitions or rituals. See story and photos on page 11. 
[colin dewar / the observer]

Deal averts 
strike  
at EDCL
Union agrees to offer  
after shortening length 
of contract to three years

JaMes JaCKson

EDcL | 2

Like many 
athletes, 
some  
Sugar King 
players 
have rituals 
to keep the 
mojo going
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TD Canada Trust

www.tdcanadatrust.com/home    1-888-632-9469

Take a 
Payment 
Vacation

Find out how to take advantage of new 
flexible mortgage features today.
We know how important managing your mortgage is. We also 
know how important it is to live life to the fullest. That’s why a 
TD mortgage offers a range of flexible features that helps you 
balance both.

Take our Payment Vacation. With it, you arrange to pre-pay a little 
more each month and work towards the opportunity to take time 
away from your mortgage payments when it benefits you the 
most.1 Staying at home with a new baby, finishing that degree, 
taking a sabbatical or something else entirely – the choice is yours.

Get in touch with us today to discuss how our flexible mortgage 
features can help you get the most out of life.

1Subject to approval. Conditions apply. ®/ The TD logo and other trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank or a wholly-owned 
subsidiary, in Canada and/or other countries.

Banking can be this comfortable

Pay a little more towards your 
mortgage each month

Take time off when you want

and us time; we wanted to 
avert a strike for a number 
of reasons,” said Allen, 
adding this deal was more 
of a way of buying more 
time until they have a 
clearer sense of how much 
provincial government 
funding will continue over 
the next year.

“We weighed out all of 
our options, and we de-
cided to avert a strike.”

EDCL executive director 
Greg Bechard was unavail-
able for comment this week 
on the contract discus-
sions, but said last week 
that he was in a very dif-
ficult position, given that 

he feels his employees were 
very deserving of the raises 
they were demanding, but 
that he had an ever-tight-
ening budget to work with.

Bechard said the union’s 
earlier demands would 
have added up to about 
$500,000, and would have 

forced him to make layoffs 
and cutbacks.

The annual operating 
budget for EDCL is ap-
proximately $6 million, 
and the company employs 
about 180 full and part-
time workers and serves 
approximately 150 families.

edCl: Compromise allows for weekend deal 
prior to strike deadline set by union members
fROM | covEr

Enjoying the mild 
weather this week? 
Thank the warm air flow-
ing from the south, and 
thank the lack of snow 
that’s letting the air stay 
mild as it sweeps north-
wards.

There’s nothing stopping 
the warm air as it crosses 
the continent, explains 
Dave Phillips, senior cli-
matologist at Environment 
Canada.

“We have no snow or 
ice to slow it down. The 
ground is thawed out and 
the first dibs on any of that 
warm air coming out of the 
south is that it normally 
melts those vestiges of win-
ter. We have not had snow 
for weeks, so the air arrives 
almost as warm as it left 
the south,” he said.

The mild conditions 
may be just right for the 
upcoming Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival – sunny 
and warm is just the right 
combination to bring out 
visitors – but it hasn’t been 
ideal for those making the 
golden stuff in the first 
place, however. Tempera-
tures have pretty much 
skipped over the perfect 
syrup-making days of plus-
four degrees during the day 
and minus-four degrees at 
night, a fact that  may be a 
bit disconcerting for syrup 
producers.

“We have had a re-
markable string of warm 

We may not have seen 
the last of winter, but  
mild weather is the trend
Not ideal weather for making maple syrup, but a repeat 
of this week would be ideal when festival day rolls around

Colin dewar days. Normal highs in the 
Woolwich area are typi-
cally maple syrup weather, 
with a high of close to four 
degrees and lows around 
minus-six,” said Phillips. 
“That is the normal and 
that is what would get the 
sap flowing during the day 
and slows it down at night 
so producers can start pro-
cessing the sap – everyone 
is happy. Usually we have 
snow on the ground, which 
should still be frozen.”

The ground has not been 
frozen at all this winter, 
Phillips said, adding it has 
been quite an unusual win-
ter this year.

“This has been one of the 
warmest winters with the 
least amount of snow.”

Spring is definitely in the 
air as a remarkable string 
of mild temperatures that 
began on Mar. 11 will con-
tinue through Tuesday in 
the region. Spring officially 
arrives on March 20 at 1:14 
a.m., we’ve been seduced 
by mid-to late-spring 
weather over the last week.

Phillips said his models 
show that the temperature 
will stay warm for the next 
10 to 14 days, a duration 
that has the climatologist 
scratching his head.

The region has expe-
rienced this kind of heat 
spell before, however, and 
these temperatures are not 
breaking records every day. 
The duration is longer than 
normal for any warm spell 
in the month; typically a 

mild spell in March lasts 
six to seven days and then 
a return to winter occurs, 
but this one has already 
lasted 10 days and may go 
on for 12 or 13 days.

“We will be seeing a high 
of 21 degrees in the area, 
which is 12 degrees warmer 
than it should be. We are 
also experiencing lows of 
only 10 degrees, which 
should be minus six,” said 
Phillips. “We usually get a 
little teaser of warm weath-
er in March, but nothing 
like this.”

With each passing warm 
day, it gets tougher for win-
ter to return, he explained, 
but the region is still not out 
of the woods until the mid-
dle of April – we still have 
more than a month to go.

“April is called the cool-
est month; we have never 
had a spring in the commu-
nity without some snow,” 
said Phillips. “I think win-
ter conditions will return, 
but we are not talking 
mid-January winter we are 
talking March winter. With 
all the heat it is going to be 
hard for winter to return, 
but I just don’t think it is 
over until we get to the 
middle of April.”

At the end of the month 
temperature should be cool-
er but still well above average 
with highs hovering around 
the eight degree mark and 
the lows around four de-
grees, which should make for 
a perfect Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival weekend.

taKing a breaK witH soMe reptiles

A brave group of children at the Wellesley Library met face 
to face with a savannah monitor from the Hamilton Reptile 
travelling reptile show on Tuesday afternoon. The show 
was part of the library’s March Break activities and included 
a king snake, crested gecko and albino Burmese python. 
Inset: Jax Lubbers gets close to a crested gecko at the show. 
[colin dewar / the observer]
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

• Compounding

• Compliance Packaging

• Free Blood Pressure
   Check

• Free Blood Glucose
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• Ostomy & Home
   Health Care
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Spring has nearly 
sprung in Elmira, which 
means it’s time to survey 
the damage to lawns from 
the sidewalk snowplows.

Yet as of Tuesday, Wool-
wich Township had only 
received 33 complaints 
from residents concerning 
their torn-up lawns, a dra-
matic decrease compared 
to years past. During the 
2010-2011 winter season, 
for instance, there were 68 
complaints, and in 2009-
2010 there were 59.

Township staff attributes 
the reduction in calls to the 
milder temperatures we 
saw this season.

“There is a lot less snow, 
there’s no question,” said 
Richard Sigurdson, engi-
neering manager for Wool-
wich.

The reduction is likely a 
welcome sight to residents 
as the program has been 
the source of complaints 
since its inception in 2004, 

Community groups 
organizing an event 
and looking for some kids’ 
activities now have ac-
cess to some fun in a box, 
courtesy of the Social Plan-
ning Council of Kitchener-
Waterloo.

The organization’s Youth 
Grand Trunk offers games, 
crafts, athletic equipment, 
and craft supplies for chil-
dren from three to 15, and 
is available free of charge to 
any community group.

The Social Planning 
Council is a not-for-profit 
organization that provides 
free community informa-
tion to all citizens within 
Waterloo Region.

“The program is avail-
able to anyone in the re-
gion. As long as someone 
is willing to travel to our 
offices on 151 Fredrick St. 
in Kitchener, they can pick 
up the games and supplies 
to use,” said Valerie Manica 
administrative co-ordina-
tor at the Social Planning 
Council of KW. “It’s an 
ideal resource to add fun 
to any event. It has games 
for all ages, craft materials, 
even instructions to help 
beginners who’ve never 
organized an event before.”

Originally developed for 
the Festival of Neighbour-

taKing tHe plunge Township hears
fewer sidewalk 
snow-clearing 
complaints in 
Elmira this year
Mild weather, lack of snow help 
reduce problems; township weighing 
benefits of keeping the program

JaMes JaCKson with residents pointing to 
slow service, poor clearing 
of snow and ice, and ripped 
up lawn edges. 

According to the contract 
that the township signed 
with Creative Asphalt and 
Landscape Works of St. Cle-
ments, the contractor must 
pay for any damages done 
to sod during the winter 
snow-clearing season. 

Any damage done to 
other lawn features, such 
as in-ground sprinklers, 
are dealt with on a case-by-
case basis.

The current three-year 
contract is set to expire 
at the end of this season, 
meaning Woolwich will 
begin looking at its options 
moving forward, including 
input from Elmira taxpay-
ers, who are assessed a 
special-area levy to pay for 
clearing every sidewalk in 
town.

The township budgets 
$70,000 a year for the 

Ben Fultum, 12, performs a back flip into the WMC pool on Tuesday. Fultum took advantage of the free swim at the pool over the March 
Break. [colin dewar / the observer]

SIDEWALKS | 4

Community 
groups can 
access trunk 
full of fun

Colin dewar

TRUNK | 7

For those parents 
looking to save a little 
money this spring on 
clothes and toys look no 
further than the “I’ve Out 
Grown It Sale” taking place 
at the St. Jacobs Menno-
nite Church on Mar. 24.

The bi-annual sale event 
occurs every March and 
October as parents sell their 
gently-used kids’ clothing 

St. Jacobs event proving popular with moms
Colin dewar and toys. The sale has also 

become a fundraiser for 
two local charities, as a $2 
entrance fee is donated to 
Elmira Kids & I resource 
centre and Stuffinstock-
ings.ca, organized each 
year by Carolyn Parks in 
St. Jacobs.

Elmira Kids & I resource 
centre is a free drop-in for 
children up to Grade 1; the 
money helps to buy crafts 
for the kids to use and toys 

to play with. Stuffinstock-
ings.ca makes Christmas 
stockings for children in 
shelters and low income 
families in the area.

“In March we sell spring 
or summer clothing and 
in October we sell winter 
clothes and snowsuits be-
cause that is what moms 
and kids are looking for at 
those times of the year,” 
said Julie Phillips, orga-
nizer of the sale. “We also 

sell toys, strollers and baby 
gear.”

The sale started a couple 
of years ago when Phillips 
moved to the region from 
out west and found that due 
to her work schedule she 
was unable to attend other 
regional sales and decided 
to start her own.

“We moved from Ed-
monton a while ago and it 
was a big thing out there, 
so I thought it would work 

here too. There are quite a 
few in the area, including 
Elora and Kitchener,” said 
Phillips. “Moms are always 
looking for used clothing.”

Phillips placed ads on 
Kijiji looking for parents 
who are interested in sell-
ing clothes or used toys and 
word spread quickly about 
the sale with 38 partici-
pants attending in March.

“We have never had any 
tables open, we always sell 

out on the tables, people 
are always looking to get 
rid of the stuff that they 
don’t need anymore.”

Last March Phillips 
raised $400 for Stuffin-
stockings.ca and in October 
managed to raise another 
$200 splitting that total 
between the resource centre 
and the Christmas stocking 
drive.

fUNDRAISER | 4
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our next healthy living workshop
March 20th, 2012

For further information contact 
Laurie Ward-Surey at:
ease.into.wellness@rogers.com

Celebrating over 10 years of 
fitness & health services...

Now Offering

Next Workshop:

Small Group Training • Traditional ViniYoga • Yin Yoga 
Massage Therapy with Melissa Frey, RMT

Healthy Living Workshops
with Dr. Aleksandra Berndl, Chinese Medicine & Homeopathic Practitioner

“Breast Health and Anti-Cancer Foods” with Dr. Berndl, TCM
Cost: $75.00/person

Your Invited to Attend

59 CHURCH ST. W.  |  519-669-8475
STORE HOURS:

Proceeds to Mennonite Central Committee 

Monday to Wednesday: 9:30 to 5:00, Thursday: 9:30 to 8:00
Friday: 9:30 to 5:00, Saturday: 9:30 to 4:00

Every Thursday night at 5pm
We will announce a 1/2 price sale on something in 
the store! May be clothing, housewares, furniture, 

books, toys, linens, etc. !

Come in Thursday evenings 5-8pm
and save even more!

NO TAX ON PURCHASES
Save even more at MCC!

Is pleased to announce the 
addition to our staff of

Dr. Kyle 
Steeves

Dr. Kyle Steeves graduated 
from the Ontario Veterinary 
College at the University 
of Guelph in April of 2011. 
During his time in veterinary
school Kyle focused on large animals, doing placements 
in Minnesota, eastern Ontario and a summer externship 
at Eldale Veterinary Clinic. Before attending OVC, he 
completed a Bachelor of Science degree at Queen’s 
University in Kingston. Growing up in Aurora, he always 
enjoyed spending time at his friend’s farms and was 
fascinated by the large animals.  He has spent time 
working in the thoroughbred industry in addition to 
working with pleasure horses. His areas of interest 
include dentistry, metabolic diseases and foal care. 
Although he doesn’t currently own any horses he is keen 
to jump back in the saddle in the near future. Dr. Steeves 
is excited to work with the diverse array of horses and 
other livestock that are in the Waterloo region and 
welcomes your calls to discuss the care of your animals.

Eldale Veterinary Clinic

150 Church St. W., Elmira   |   519-669-5672

Parents selling at the sale 
keep the money for the 
clothing they sell and what 
does not sell is donated to 
the family support centre 
in St. Jacobs where they 
dispense what is given to 
them out into the commu-

service, but the amount 
charged to residents only 
reflects what they actually 
pay, and in recent years 
the township has been in a 
surplus position. Last year, 
for example, about $59,000 
was spent, which equaled 
a levy of $12.17 for a house 
assessed at $254,000.

Mayor Todd Cowan said 
he has only heard a hand-
ful of complaints this year 
from residents that he has 
talked to about the service, 
and said that the township 
is now in the position of 
deciding how they want to 
move forward with it. He 
says that they must weigh 

nity for those that need it, 
said Phillips.

“We have had a great 
response from this sale 
in the past, with over 200 
people coming to the first 
one. People tell me they 
think it is a great idea es-
pecially raising money for 

the benefits of the service 
against the drawbacks, 
which include not only 
damaged sod but com-
plaints about slow service 
and poor work in clearing 
away ice and snow.

“It’s not that people are 
against the sidewalk clearing, 
it’s that they’re against the 
damage and all the associated 
complaints,” said Cowan.

“There seems to be quite 
a majority of people that 
like it because to have 
someone come and do the 
sidewalk in front of their 
house for $12 for the whole 
year is a great deal.”

Cowan added that before 
the tendering process be-
gins, staff will tabulate all 

the complaints to get a bet-
ter idea of what the prob-
lems are, and where they 
are. He said that problems 
have arisen in discrepan-
cies between old and new 
sidewalks. The blades on 
the contractor’s snowplows 
are designed to clear newer 
sidewalks, not old ones that 
are up to a foot narrower.

Those, and other details, 
would need to be ironed out 
should the township decide 
to continue with the service 
and tender a new contract.

“We’re looking at all the 
options. We haven’t made 
a decision one way or the 
other if we’re keeping it 
or if we’re killing it,” said 
Cowan.

sidewalKs: Deciding the fate of service
fROM | 3

the charities and recycling 
the clothing.”

Doors open at 10 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. and there is 
plenty of parking at the St. 
Jacobs Mennonite Church. 
For more information, con-
tact Julie Phillips at (519) 
206-1000.

fundraiser: Looking to build on past success
fROM | 3

Sights like this one of torn-up sod along the sidewalk near Whipporwill Drive in Elmira are common in the spring. [james jackson / the observer]

A splash of fashion, a 
dollop of good food and a 
big serving of goodwill will 
be on the menu at the La 
Crème and Lyfestyle Finan-
cial Inc. Dinner, Fashion 
Show and Silent Auction 
next month.

The annual event, which 
had been put on hold for 
the last three years because 
of the slow economy, is 
back and will feature local 
women modeling cloth-
ing and accessories by La 
Crème of St. Jacobs.

All the proceeds from the 
event are going to the Mo-
siac Family Counseling Re-
location Project, a charity 
that helps women and their 
children who come from 
abused homes move from 
a shelter, Anselma House, 
into a new apartment. 

The family relocation 
program has a warehouse 
with gently-used donated 
furniture where the women 
from Anselma House are 

Helping others is always in fashion
Colin dewar invited to look for sofas, 

chairs and dressers and 
“everything else they would 
need for an apartment.”

“It’s all about women 
helping women,” said 
Nancy Koebel of Lyfestyle 
Financial. “When you are 
a single mother with a 
couple of children, how 
can you move furniture up 
to an apartment? This is 
where the charity comes 
in and helps these women 
move by providing what 
they need to start over 
again and help them move 
into their new home.”

Over the first two 
months of 2012 the charity 
moved nine families into 
new apartments.

The organizers and mod-
els are volunteers from the 
community who are look-
ing to make a difference 
in the lives of women who 
need help during a difficult 
transition, said Koebel. 

Tickets for the event are 
$60 and each guest will 
watch the featured fashion 

show where models walk 
around the restaurant, en-
joy a three-course gourmet 
dinner and participate in 
the silent auction to help 
raise funds; $20 from each 
ticket sold goes to help the 
charity, as well.

“This show is the main-
stay of our efforts to raise 
funds to support women,” 
Koebel said, adding that 
“this year; we’d like to raise 
anywhere between $3,000 
and $5,000, which is a 
pretty hefty goal since we 
are doing it in such a short 
timeframe.

“Next year we will have 
more time to work on this 
project which is very im-
portant and we are hoping 
to do a lot more in the years 
to come.”

The event starts a 6 p.m. 
at Benjamin’s Restaurant 
in St. Jacobs on Apr 24. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at La Crème by calling (519) 
664-3275 or contacting Dar-
lene Hilborn at Lyfestyle 
Financial at (519) 744-5433.

free swiM a big splasH at wMC

Myles Whale tries to keep his head above the water as he floats in the WMC pool on Tuesday during the March Break free swim. 
[colin dewar / the observer]
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poliCe blotter poor weatHer blaMed in rollover

• 6 THERAPISTS AVAILABLE
• EVENING APPOINTMENTS
• DEEP TISSUE, RELAXATION, SPORTS INJURY, 
   PRENATAL MASSAGE, CRANIO SACRAL
• REFLEXOLOGY • HOT STONE MASSAGE

“meeting all 
your health & 
wellness needs”

Krista Sandelli (McLeod) & Associates
Gift Certificates Available.

Registered Massage Therapy 

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-4425 (Located behind

W.C. Brown & Sons) Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 4pm

St. Jacobs Farmers Market
In the Log Cabin at the Stockyards

(519) 884-2938

FABRIC SALE
Cotton Fabrics Priced

to Clear!
MARCH 20-24, 27-31

9AM-4PM

Located at:

M A R c H  8

6:40 pM | A male employee 
at the St. Jacobs Wal-Mart was 
taken to the hospital after dislocat-
ing his kneecap on a handle of 
a conveyor belt. The Ministry of 
Labour was notified of the incident.

M A R c H  9

1:00 aM | Police arrested a 
39-year-old Freelton woman for 
‘impaired driving.’ The woman 

Have an opinion about policing in the area? The Wa-
terloo Region Police Service is looking for input. To that 
end, they’ve scheduled a community consultation for 
Mar. 21, from 7 to 9 p.m.

The meeting, which will be held at police headquarters 
(200 Maple Grove Rd., Cambridge), will focus on three 
key areas of discussion: how the police service is doing 
in meeting the needs of the community; what areas the 
police service is doing well in; suggestions for current or 
future programs and service delivery. 

Those attending will have an opportunity to discuss the 
three focus areas with chief Matt Torigian, deputy chief of 
operations Brent Thomlison and deputy chief of adminis-
tration Steve Beckett. 

In addition to offering the town hall-style event, the 
Waterloo Regional Police Service is also inviting com-
munity input via email at wrpstalk@wrps.on.ca, via tele-
phone at 519-650-8500, ext. 8888, or by Twitter at #WRP-
STalk.  

Police looking for public's input  
about how they do their job

A Woolwich firefighter controls traffic at the scene of an accident at Listowel Road and Line 86 on Mar.9. A 31-year-old woman operating her 
Chevy van lost control of the vehicle before rolling into a field. No injuries were reported. [joe merlihan / the observer]

was operating a 2007 Chevy 
Malibu along Shantz Station Road 
near Cober Road when the officer 
noticed the vehicle was weaving 
along the road and driving at 
a high speed. The woman was 
released later in the day with a 
promise to appear in court.

11:30 aM | A white 2012 
GMC van operated by a 23-year-old 
Milverton man slid through a stop 

sign at the corner of Hergott Road 
and Lawson Line due to icy road 
conditions. The vehicle travelled 
through the intersection, hitting a 
fence on the other side. No injuries 
were reported and the vehicle sus-
tained minor damage. No charges 
were laid.

3:15 pM | A blue Chevrolet van 
lost control on the icy road when it 
crossed the median and slid into a 

field. The van was travelling along 
Line 86 just outside of Elmira at 
the time. No injuries were reported 
and the vehicle sustained minor 
damage. No charges were laid.

3:20 pM | A 73-year-old 
Elmira woman driving a black 
2005 Chevy Venture along New 
Jerusalem Road lost control of 
the vehicle during a whiteout and 
flipped the vehicle, pinning herself 
inside. When police arrived they 
managed to release the woman, 
who did not suffer any injuries. No 
charges were laid. Damage to the 
vehicle was minor.

3:35 pM | A 31-year-old 
Listowel woman was driving her 
white Chevy van west on Listowel 
Road when she lost control while 
attempting to navigate a large 
curve, subsequently sliding on ice 
and rolling her vehicle into a ditch 
on the west side of the road. The 
vehicle sustained moderate dam-

age. No charges were laid and no 
injuries were reported.

5:50 pM | A 23-year-old 
woman lost control of her 1996 
Honda Civic on Menno Street  near 
Woolwich Street in Breslau due to 
the icy road conditions and hit a 
metal ‘no parking’ sign. No injuries 
were reported and the vehicle 
sustained minor damage. There 
were no charges.

8:45 pM | A 58-year-old man 
operating a red 2010 Ford truck 
along Katherine Street lost control 
of the vehicle when he hit ice on 
the roadway. The vehicle crossed 
the median and slid into the north-
side ditch, hitting the ‘Welcome to 
Winterbourne’ sign before flipping 
and coming to a stop on the pas-
senger side. The vehicle sustained 
moderate damages and no injuries 
were reported. No charges were 
laid.

M A R c H  1 0

3:40 aM | Police were called 
about an attempted break-and-
enter at a residence on Townsend 
Drive in Breslau. Unknown suspects 
tried to enter the home through a 
back door, sounding an alarm. When 
police arrived they found foot prints 
at the back door heading towards 
Victoria Street into a wooded area, 
where police lost the trail.

7:50 aM | Unknown suspects 
entered an unlocked garage on 
Schweitzer Street in Bridgeport, 
stealing a wallet from a pickup 
truck parked inside. Police are 
continuing to investigate.

8:40 aM | Police received 
a call about unknown suspects 
entering a detached garage on 
Woolwich Street near Dolman 
Street in Breslau. The contents of 
the garage were thrown around 
but it was unclear if anything was 
stolen. The investigation continues.

M A R c H  1 1

1:40 aM | A resident on 
Townsend Drive in Breslau con-
tacted police when he noticed four 
boys inside his black four-door car 
parked on Flanders Street. Two of 
the boys were described as white 
wearing dark clothing and the 
other two were Asian wearing dark 
clothing. When police arrived the 
boys were gone and nothing was 
missing from the vehicle.

9:15 pM | A 34-year-old 
Bluevale man was charged with 
driving under suspension when he 
was pulled over by police for his 
erratic driving along Kressler Road 
near Hessen Strasse. Police suspect 
he was impaired and administered a 
breathalyzer test. The man had no al-
cohol in his system but was operating 
the vehicle with a suspended driver’s 
license and an unauthorized plate.

wHiteout wreaKs HavoC

A police officer investigates the scene of a rollover on New Jerusalem Road when a Chevy Venture lost control on the icy road. Weather was 
a factor in numerous accidents across the region on Mar.9. [joe merlihan / the observer]

Lions set up 
shop in Breslau

After months of organization and 
planning, Breslau has its own Lions 
Club. Their inaugural meeting and 
celebratory social will be held at 7 p.m. 
on Mar. 26 at the Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr. in Breslau.

The newest group of Lions will be a 
branch club sponsored by the St. Jacobs 
Lions, and will meet on the second and 
fourth Monday of every month at 7 p.m. 

at the Community Centre. For more 
information and to RSVP contact Dennis 
Lougheed at (519) 213-1397 or email 
dennloug@rogers.com before Mar. 23.

March is fraud 
prevention month

During March, Waterloo 
Regional Police in partnership with 
the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, the 
Ontario Provincial Police and municipal 
police services are participating in 

Fraud Prevention Month.  The theme 
for this year’s campaign is “Preventing 
On-Line Fraud.”

In Waterloo Region, complaints 
connected to online activity constitute 
approximately 20 per cent of fraud 
investigations.  The most common 
types of cybercrime investigating by 
Waterloo Regional Police include the 
“apartment rental scam,” the “dating 
scam” and the “computer virus scam.”  

Approximately 15% of locally inves-
tigated cybercrime involve identity 
theft.  To reduce the likelihood of 

someone fraudulently using your 
identity, police urge the public to 
ensure they report lost wallets and 
valuables and to shred documents 
containing personal, financial or 
sensitive information.  

Bridal auction for 
cancer research

Attention all soon-to-be brides still 
on the hunt for that perfect wedding 
dress: Taylor’s Bridal in Elmira will be 

holding a silent auction on a brand 
new wedding gown worth more than 
$1,000, and at the end of April the 
winning bid will be donated to cancer 
research.

The shop was recently awarded 
WeddingWire’s Bride’s Choice Award 
for dress and attire in 2012, placing 
them among the top five per cent 
world wide for service in the bridal 
industry.

For more information contact linda@
taylorsbridal.com or visit www.
taylorsbridal.com.

Recycling centre 
to be renamed

The Materials Recycling Centre at 
the Waterloo Waste Management 
Facility will now be known as the “Nyle 
Ludolph Materials Recycling Centre” 
in honour of the late Nyle Ludolph, 
regional councillors decided last week. 

Ludolph is credited with helping to 
develop and launch the first municipal 
blue box recycling program. Renaming 
is being planned for Earth Week in April.
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The Project

The Process

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo (Region) has completed an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) in accordance with Ontario 
Regulation 231/08 for the Region of Waterloo Rapid Transit Project. 

The Region is proposing a rapid transit system that connects the Region’s three major 
urban centres of the Cities of Cambridge, Kitchener and Waterloo.  This project is part 
of a strategic framework to enhance transit service in high-demand transportation 
corridors and to guide and manage long-term growth within the Region, as set out 
in the Regional Growth Management Strategy (2003) and the Regional Transportation 
Master Plan (2011).

Stage 1 of the rapid transit system consists of both light rail transit (LRT) and adapted 
bus rapid transit (aBRT) operating along the rapid transit corridor.  LRT will operate 
between Conestoga Mall in the City of Waterloo and Fairview Park Mall in the City of 
Kitchener (19 km), and aBRT will operate between Fairview Park Mall and the Ainslie 
Street Terminal in the City of Cambridge (17 km).  There will be a total of 22 stations 
along the 36 km corridor.

Interested persons are encouraged to review this document and provide comments 
no later than April 16, 2012 at 11:59 p.m. For further information on the proposed 
rapid transit project and to submit comments and concerns regarding the EPR, 
please contact:

 Darshpreet Singh Bhatti, P.Eng., Manager, Rapid Transit Engineering 
 Region of Waterloo, Rapid Transit, 50 Queen Street North, Kitchener, ON, N2H 6P4
 Phone: 519-575-4757, ext. 3691, rtinfo@regionofwaterloo.ca

There are circumstances where the Minister of the Environment has the authority to 
require further consideration of the transit project, or impose conditions on it.  These 
include if the Minister is of the opinion that:

	 •	 The	 transit	 project	 may	 have	 a	 negative	 impact	 on	 a	 matter	 of	 provincial 
  importance that relates to the natural environment or has cultural heritage 
  value or interest; or,

	 •	 The	transit	project	may	have	a	negative	impact	on	a	constitutionally	protected 
  Aboriginal or treaty right.

Before exercising the authority referred to above, the Minister is required to consider 
any written objections to the transit project that he or she may receive within 30 days 
after the Notice of Completion of EPR is first published.

If you have discussed your concerns with the Region but feel they are unresolved, you 
can provide a written objection to the Minister of the Environment (with a copy to the 
Region) no later than April 16, 2012 at 11:59 a.m. to the address provided below.  All 
submissions must clearly indicate that an objection is being submitted and describe any 
negative impacts to matters of provincial importance (natural or cultural environment) 
or Aboriginal rights. A copy of the objection will be forwarded to the Region by the 
Ministry if it was not already provided.

 Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch
 Ministry of the Environment
 2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A
 Toronto ON M4V 1L5
 Attention: Alex Blasko, Special Project Officer 
 Phone:  416-314-8001; Toll free:  1-800-461-6290
 Fax:  416-314-8452
 E-mail:  eaabgen.moe@ontario.ca

This project follows Ontario’s Transit Project Assessment Process. All comments and 
information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding 
this project are being collected under the Environmental Assessment Act and the 
Municipal Act to assist the Region of Waterloo in making decisions on this project. 
Questions may be directed to the Region’s Manager, Rapid Transit Engineering, 
listed above.

Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Environmental 
Assessment Act, unless otherwise stated in the submission, any personal information 
such as name, address, telephone number and property location included in a 
submission to the Ministry of the Environment will become part of the public record 
files for this matter and will be released, if requested, to any person. Questions may be 
directed to the Ministry’s Special Project Officer, listed above.

The environmental impact of this transit project was assessed 
and an EPR was prepared in accordance with the Transit Project 
Assessment Process (TPAP) as prescribed in Ontario Regulation 

231/08, Transit Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings (Transit Projects Regulation). 

The EPR for the Region of Waterloo Rapid Transit Project is now available for a 30-day 
review period starting March 16, 2012 to April 16, 2012 at 11:59 p.m. at the following 
locations, including the rapid transit project website: regionofwaterloo.ca/rapidtransit.

Ministry of the Environment 
Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 
2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A 
Toronto, ON, M4V 1L5 
1-800-461-6290 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Region of Waterloo 
Office of the Regional Clerk 
150 Frederick Street  
Kitchener, ON, N2G 4J3 
519-575-4420 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

City of Kitchener 
Office of the City Clerk 
200 King Street West 
Kitchener, ON, N2G 4G7  
519-741-2203 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Queen’s Square Library 
Information Desk 
1 North Square 
Cambridge, ON, N1S 2K6 
519-621-2080 
Monday – Thursday. 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Friday –  Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m. (Sept.-May) 
Waterloo Public Library 

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/rapidtransit

NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REPORT

Project
This notice was first issued on March 16, 2012.

Waterloo Public Library 
Information Desk 
35 Albert Street 
Waterloo, ON, N2L 5E2 
519-886-1310 ext. 110  
Monday – Thursday. 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Friday –  Saturday 10 a.m. – 5: 30 p.m. 
Sunday 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. (Oct. 16 – May 6)

Ministry of the Environment  
Guelph District Office, 4th Floor 
1 Stone Road West 
Guelph, ON, N1G 4Y2 
1-800-265-8658 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.  

City of Cambridge 
Office of the City Clerk, 2nd Floor 
50 Dickson Street, 
Cambridge, ON N1R 8S1 
519-740-4680 
Monday – Friday 8:30 am.- 4:30 p.m.

City of Waterloo 
Office of the City Clerk, 1st Floor 
100 Regina Street South 
Waterloo, ON, N2J 4A8 
519-747-8705 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.

Kitchener Public Library, Main Branch 
Information Desk 
85 Queen Street North 
Kitchener, ON, N2H 2H1 
519-743-0271 
Monday – Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Friday 9:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday 1 - 5 p.m. (January 8 – May 13)
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3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from Mar. 19 - Mar. 24

Store Made

Sizzling Hot

Back Bacon

Havarti Cheese

Fresh, Cut Your Way

Sirloin Steak Smoked
Sausages

Store Made, Chedderwurst & Honey Garlic

$5.49 
Ib./$12.10kg.SL

IC
ED $5.19

Ib./$11.44kg.PI
EC

E

Store Made, Deli Sliced

$6.79 Ib.
/$14.97kg.

$3.49 Ib.
/$7.69kg.

Mediterranean or  
BBQ Roast Chicken

$6.29 Ib.
/$13.87kg.

$7.79 Ib.
/$17.17kg.

What are you waiting 
for? Fire up that grill with 
a Stemmler's Burger or 

Steak tonight!EAR & HEARING CLINIC
Elmira Wellness Centre, 24B Arthur Street South, Elmira,

519.669.4425
www.earandhearingclinic.com

DID YOU KNOW?
THE EAR AND HEARING CLINIC

HAS 6 AUDIOLOGISTS ON STAFF! 

Call the Elmira 
office today!

EAR & HEAR

Combined 

we have 

80 years 

of experience!

Trust Juliane Shantz, Doctor of Audiology and 
Associates with all your hearing health needs!

Call the Elmira 
Combined 

80 years 

of experience!

Locally
& PrivatelyOwned

35 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Basics Beauty & Beyond

The services you need

in one convenient

location.

519-210-0327

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

519-669-0237
519-210-0411

Book a hair appointment 
with LISA to receive 

in March & April.
Call for more details, 519-210-0411

10% OFF

NEW CLIENTS!

hoods program, the Youth 
Grand Trunk program 
supports existing neigh-
bourhood events, as well 
as new events within the 
community.

“We wanted to give neigh-
bourhoods resources to use, 
especially for children com-
ing to the different events 
and we have collect differ-
ent games, face paint, and 
anything that might occupy 
kids at different events,” 
said Manica. “We offer this 
trunk with these supplies 
to anyone who may have a 
need for them.”

The program is targeted 
to community service orga-
nizations such as churches, 
recreation centres and 
child-centred programs.

A group or individual 
interested in using the 
material completes a Book-
ing Form and an Inventory 
Request Form, indicating 
which resources from the 
trunk they want for their 
event.  The available catego-
ries include general games, 
ball games, ropes, costumes, 
young children items, music 

items and craft supplies. 
Included in the fun box are 
board games, a giant chess 
set, Twister, a giant para-
chute and some ball hockey 
games.

At the conclusion of the 
event, clients are asked to 
indicate the quantity re-
turned and to make a note 
of any supplies that were 
used up.

“The Youth Grand 
Trunk aims to provide ac-
cess to the resources nec-
essary to run community 
events such as street par-
ties, athletic programs for 
children or educational 
programs,” said Manica. 
“The goal of the project 
echoes that of the Social 
Planning Council. We are 
looking to increase com-
munication, participation 
and community involve-
ment.  Improving the 
quantity and quality of 
gatherings within neigh-
bourhood helps us to ac-
complish these goals.”

For more information 
about the Youth Grand 
Trunk, contact Allison 
Dunning at (519) 579-1096.

trunK: An asset ready to be 
put to use by community groups

BEAT the RUSHBEAT the RUSH
We repair 

ALL MAKES 
of Mowers, Tillers, 

& Tractors

PRE-SEASON TUNE UP

4790 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein,

519-669-2192
www.efsaudersales.ca

FREE
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Hunke Construction 
is one step closer to build-
ing an affordable housing 
duplex in the village of 
Wellesley after receiving re-
gional approval last week.

The project is one of five 
that regional council gave 
the green light to as part of 
its plan to build at least 500 
new affordable housing 
units by 2013. The five proj-
ects totaling 70 units bring 
the number to 452, just 48 
short of that goal.

Aside from the unit in 
Wellesley, which is to be 
built at an old church lo-
cated at 3639 Nafziger Rd., 
council also approved a 
project by MennoHomes 
Inc. to renovate an old 
three-bedroom home on 
Ratz Street in Elmira, and 
to develop an adjacent va-
cant lot into a duplex for 
two four-bedroom units.

Bob Hunke said he hopes 
to have the project in Welles-
ley finished by August, 
which involves converting a 
150-year-old church, origi-
nally the site of a Sweden-
borgian Church building 
constructed in 1858 and situ-
ated on approximately 0.1 
acres of land.

The project will convert 
the old church into two 
units: a three-bedroom 
barrier-free unit and a four-
bedroom unit to accommo-
date large families. For the 
past two years the property 
has been used by Morning-

Wellesley church project part 
of new affordable housing plan
Regional and provincial funding allow for conversion to go ahead

JaMes JaCKson

star Family Ministries to 
run a private academy for 
students with learning dis-
abilities, but the ministry 
has since relocated to an-
other location.

“It’s exciting. We love 
Wellesley,” said Hunke, 
whose company also has 
an affordable housing unit 
on Queens Bush Road. He 
said the building should 
be popular for local Men-
nonites who have larger 
families and a need for  
more space.

Demolition inside the 
building has already be-
gun, and Hunke said it 
will take some work to 
straighten out the walls 
and do some repairs to the 
roof, but he has high hopes 
for the building.

Hunke purchased the 
property last year with 
the intention of turning 

it into a duplex, but then 
the provincial government 
announced $480 million 
in funding for affordable 
housing in Ontario over 
the next four years, which 
includes $23 million for 
Waterloo between April 1, 
2012 and 2015.

“It’s just one of those 
things that worked out 
timing-wise and it worked 
out very well for us.”

Hunke Construction 
received approval from 
Wellesley council to rezone 
the property from institu-
tional to residential last 
November, and got final ap-
proval for the project earlier 
this year. The biggest limi-
tation for new construction 
in Wellesley is the amount 
of sewage space available, 
and council assured Hunke 
there would be no problem 
securing a second sewage 

unit, he said.
He also said the his-

torical society had no issue 
with the renovation, stat-
ing there was nothing of 
historical value associated 
with the building.

The construction compa-
ny will double as the land-
lord for the property, and 
while the final numbers still 
need to be crunched, Hun-
ke anticipates the rental 
costs for the four-bedroom 
will be approximately $700 
per month, “which is very, 
very affordable for an apart-
ment of that size,” he said.

The company is now just 
awaiting their final per-
mits following the 20-day 
public consultation period 
so that they can continue 
work on the building, and 
Hunke expects that permit 
to arrive by the end of the 
month.

Hunke Construction intends to turn this 150-year-old church in Wellesley into an affordable housing duplex, thanks in part to provincial 
funding. [james jackson / the observer]
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ANY BETS ON HOW much scrambling Jim 
Flaherty and Dwight Duncan are doing right 
now in preparation for new federal and provin-
cial budgets? In Ottawa, the Conservatives will 
want even more distractions from the robo-call 
scandal. At Queen’s Park, the Liberals – with the 
ORNG helicopter fiasco as the latest financial 
boondoggle – there’s the ongoing failure to deal 
with spending and deficits.

The Conservatives have indicated there will be job cuts – 
and likely outrageous severance packages – but not enough 
to have an impact on the overall economy, says Flaherty. 
If that’s the case, the downsizing is not likely to match the 
upsizing of the federal civil service under Stephen Harper’s 
watch. In the first five years of his government, more than 
33,000 people were added to the government payroll, an in-
crease of 13 per cent. And that number does not include new 
soldiers and police officers (8.7 and 16 per cent respectively).

The Conservative hiring was a spike in a surge that saw 
a 34-per-cent increase in size of the public service over the 
past decade, climbing to 283,000 employees from 212,000.

In Ontario, where there has been a similar increase in 
government spending, the increases to the civil service have 
been more modest, climbing to 68,000 last year from 64,000 
when the Liberals took office in 2003. The wider public sec-
tor, however, grew by 180,000 employees (18 per cent) over 
eight years to 1.2 million.

Two years ago, McGuinty called for a five per cent reduc-
tion in the number of employees – mostly through attri-
tion – along with a failed wage freeze. It remains to be seen 
what measures his finance minister will come up with in a 
budget due later this month. The province has a $16-billion 
deficit, the endpoint of which keeps sliding into the future. 
It has increased spending by several times the magnitude of 
economic growth, even during the good times. It’s had more 
than its share of waste – from eHealth to ORNG. Despite 
buying labour peace, particularly from the teachers’ unions, 
the government is getting no help from those whose pockets 
it lined now that times are tough. Rejecting outright cuts to 
the payroll and unable to heap on yet more taxes, the Liber-
als have to be extra creative with their budget, mindful all 
the while of the fragile economy.

It’s probably easier to be in Flaherty’s shoes just now, 
though that’s not saying much.

Managing the respective bureaucratic bloat is just one 
element of both upcoming budgets. The other key element 
both governments share is what to do about a declining 
standard of living, the failing middle class and an economy 
that increasingly harkens back to our inglorious past as 
drawers of water and hewers of wood.

Ontario has suffered most from the decline in the manu-
facturing sector. The jobs that have returned since the reces-
sion engineered by the finance industry are not the good, 
well-paying, full-time kind – the kind once the mainstay of 
manufacturing – but often low-paying part-time work. As 
McGuinty has pointed out, this province has been hurt by a 
high loonie, energy prices and a moribund U.S. economy.

The Conservatives, however, have pursued policies that 
have directly hurt Ontario’s economy, particularly with their 
focus on resource extraction. Sure, there are jobs in Alberta, 
where oil sales in particular are a boon to economy – while 
inflating loonie – but that situation is neither sustainable 
nor large enough to carry the country on its back the way 
Ontario once did.

Budget woes go 
well beyond 
tackling deficits

Building a skyscraper 
is the ultimate expression 
of economic confidence, 
and more than half of the 
124 skyscrapers currently 
under construction in the 
world are being built in 
China. But confidence is 
often based on nothing 
more than faith, hope and 
cheap credit. Moreover, a 
frenzy of skyscraper-build-
ing is also the most reliable 
historical indicator of an 
impending financial crash.

The Empire State Build-
ing and the Chrysler Build-
ing, the twin symbols of 
New York’s emergence 
as the world’s financial 
capital, were started at 
the end of the “Roaring 
Twenties” but completed 
in the depths of the Great 
Depression. The Petronas 
Towers in Malaysia were 
built just before the Asian 
financial crash of 1998. Burj 
al-Khalifa in Dubai, now 
the world’s tallest building, 
was just starting construc-
tion when the Great Reces-
sion hit in 2008.

China avoided that 

China`s impending crash means global trouble
recession by flooding its 
economy with cheap credit 
– but that credit has mainly 
gone into financing the 
biggest property and infra-
structure-building boom 
of all time. Such booms 
always end in a crash, but 
this time, we are told, will 
be different.

“This time will be dif-
ferent” is the traditional 
formula used to reassure 
nervous investors in the 
last years before a great 
economic bubble collapses. 
It was a constant refrain in 
the run-up to the Western 
financial crash of 2008-09, 
and now it is being heard 
daily about the Chinese 
property boom.

People in the West want 
to believe that China’s 
economy will go on grow-
ing fast because the fragile 
recovery in Western econo-
mies depends on it. Twenty 
years of 10 per-cent-plus 
annual growth have made 
China the engine of the 
world economy, even 
though most Chinese re-
main poor. But the engine 
is fueled by cheap credit, 
and most of that cheap 
money, as usual, has gone 
into real estate.

Take the city of Wuhan, 
southwest of Shanghai and 

about 500 km (350 miles) 
in from the coast. It is only 
China’s ninth-largest city, 
but in addition to a sky-
scraper half again as high 
as the Empire State Build-
ing it is currently build-
ing a subway system that 
will cost $45 billion, two 
new airports, a whole new 
financial district, and hun-
dreds of thousands of new 
housing units. It is paying 
for all this with cheap loans 
from state-run banks.

Last year Wuhan munici-
pality spent $22 billion on 
infrastructure and housing 
projects although its tax 
revenues were only one-
fifth of that amount. The 
bank loans were made to 
special investment corpo-
rations and do not appear 
on the city’s books. The 
only collateral the banks 
have is city-owned land, 
and that is not a reliable 
asset in current circum-
stances.

Land in Wuhan has 
tripled in price during the 
property boom, and could 
quickly fall back to the 
old price or below if confi-
dence in the city’s future 
were to falter. That is quite 
likely to happen, since 
Wuhan’s housing stock is 
already so overbuilt that 

it would take eight years 
to clear even the existing 
overhang of unsold apart-
ments at the current rate of 
purchase, and never mind 
all the new stuff.

Multiply the Wuhan 
example by hundreds of 
other municipal authori-
ties that are also borrow-
ing billions to finance a 
similar “dash for growth,” 
and you have a financial 
situation as volatile as the 
“sub-prime mortgage” 
scam that brought the U.S. 
economy to its knees. Ex-
cept that when the Chinese 
property boom implodes, it 
may bring the whole world 
economy to its knees.

It would be nice to think 
that the worst of the reces-
sion is over in the devel-
oped countries, and that 
the emerging economies 
will continue to avoid a 
recession at all. But some-
times the cure can be worse 
than the disease. China’s 
strategy for avoiding the 
economic crisis that has 
gripped the developed 
countries since 2008 has 
laid the foundations for an 
even worse home-grown 
recession in the near fu-
ture.

DYER | 10

March break and spring weather were in perfect sync this week, leaving lots of kids wishing there were no more classes until September.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Gambling an easy go-to strategy for government out of economic ideas

Nothing reeks of 
desperation like the 
provincial government’s 
latest trip to the gambling-
as-economic-strategy well. 
Calling the changes at the 
Ontario Lottery and Gam-
ing Corporation (OLG) 
a “modernization of the 
system,” the government 
hopes to increase its rev-
enues by more than $1 bil-
lion a year.

Of course, we’re told 
that money will go towards 
schools, hospitals and 
other feel-good projects. 
True, but this is really 
about increasing revenues 
to tackle the deficit without 
meaningful cuts to spend-
ing – necessary downsizing 
– and maintaining the lat-
est pledge not to increase 
taxes.

This modernization is 
in the same vein as plans 
to hike driver and vehicle 
licence fees “to maintain 
roads and bridges.” You’ll 
be paying 32 per cent more 
in two years for the sticker 
on your plate, from $74 to-

day to $98 in 2014, phased 
at $82 this year and $90 in 
2013.

On the gaming side, the 
“modernization” includes 
closing three slots-at-race-
track operations in Wind-
sor, Sarnia and Ft. Erie, 
coincidentally located near 
four money-losing border-
area casinos. Overall casino 
revenue is down, in large 
part due to the strength of 
the Canadian dollar, border 
hassles and the stagnant 
economy.

That said, there are plans 
for more casinos, this time 
built and operated by pri-
vate businesses. Oh, the 
government will get its 
share, but more of the rev-
enue will flow elsewhere. 
Not to worry, we’re told, as 
the moves will create 2,300 
new jobs in the gaming in-
dustry and another 4,000 
spinoff jobs. No mention 
of what plans to cut the 
horseracing industry out of 
the profits (10 per cent) of 
slots facilities beginning in 
March 2013 will do to direct 
and indirect jobs there, 
however.

Host municipalities such 
as Elora, which has made 
almost $16 million with its 
five-per-cent share of the 

profits since the Grand Riv-
er Raceway opened there 
in 2003, face a restructured 
deal on profit-sharing. De-
tails are still sketchy, but 
the government maintains 
that revenues will remain 
relatively unchanged.

All the talk aside, this is 
all about the cash, just as 
was the case in 2010 when 
the province set its sights 
on revenues from mixed 
martial arts and online 
gambling. With hundreds 
of millions up for grabs, 
Premier Dalton McGuinty 
saw a way to add to the 
coffers while attempting 
to keep the lid on taxes, 
something he’s promised 
without always following 
through on.

Gambling is big business 
in the province. OLG runs 
a variety of lotteries, char-
ity and aboriginal casinos, 
commercial casinos, and 
slot machines at horse-
racing tracks. According 
to OLG figures, the Crown 
corporation generated $3.7 
billion in economic activ-
ity in 2011. About half that 
amount goes to health care 
programs, the operation of 
hospitals and the like. 

Other good works, such 
as the numerous commu-

nity donations through the 
Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion, which doles out about 
$110 million a year, are 
linked to gambling profits 
mostly to make us feel bet-
ter about government-run 
gaming. 

Gambling is still a con-
troversial issue despite the 
fact many of us indulge 
in some form of it, even 
something as innocuous 
as buying a raffle ticket. 
Personally, I see little harm 
in the occasional flutter. 
Yes, there are those who 
are problem gamblers, 
but that’s a small minor-
ity – about 2.1 per cent of 
total gamblers, according 
to the Centre for Addiction 
and Mental Health. For 
the most part, gambling in 
Ontario is a voluntary tax 
– or a stupidity tax in some 
circles – that we pay with 
hope of getting something 
in return. Ideally some-
thing much bigger, which 
would offset all of that non-
voluntary tax money we’ve 
paid out over the years.

As with online gaming 
and MMA, the province 
hopes changes to casinos 
and slots will help the 
province grab a slice of 
the gambling pie, keeping 

more money here at a time 
of falling revenues.

That’s all well and good, 
but the expansion of gam-
bling is symptomatic of a 
bigger problem: govern-
ment reliance on the rev-
enues. 

It’s no coincidence that 
governments got into the 
once-taboo area of gam-
bling back in the ’70s, a 
time of economic trouble. 
Governments searching 
about for a new stream 
of money in a stagnant 
economy jumped on the 
gambling bandwagon.

With wages stagnant 
– a trend that started at 
that time and continues 
through today – many of us 
took to gambling as a way 
to strike it rich.

The parallels to the cur-
rent situation are clear. In 
Canada, we amended the 
Criminal Code to allow for 
lotteries to raise money for 
the 1976 Olympics in Mon-
treal. From there, a greater 
reliance on gaming reve-
nues led to an explosion of 
gambling opportunities.

There’s an ongoing de-
bate about the negative 
impacts of gambling, with 
some studies showing 
we’ve already gone too far, 

most notably with video 
lottery terminals (VLTs). 
Venturing into online gam-
ing could lead to more of 
the negatives, so far largely 
curtailed.

Current gambling is-
sues may be manageable. 
Growth may not. Of course, 
the internet puts the issue 
beyond provincial control 
– thus the move to capture 
some of the money that’s 
being spent anyway.

But, longer-term, we 
need governments to rely 
less on games of chance. 
They need to collect taxes 
in a more upfront way. 
To do that, they’ll need 
to show us the benefits of 
our remittances – most of 
the money goes to pay for 
important pieces of our 
quality of life. More im-
mediately, they’ll have to 
prove to us that they won’t 
waste, steal or squander 
our money on their friends.

Rather than change the 
policies that got us into 
the economic mess we see 
today, governments prefer 
to provide us with spec-
tacles and other diversions, 
boosting gambling rev-
enues and other sin taxes. 
That might change some-
day, but don’t bet on it.

What plans do you have for St. Patrick`s Day?

I don’t have any plans, it totally forgot it was 
St. Patrick’s Day.

 » Juliette Germann

 I hope to get in a nice long hike and enjoy the 
day off.

 » Brittney Greir

 If it is a nice day out I plan to take advantage 
of that and take the dogs for a nice long walk.

 » Agnes Kolkiewicz

I have no plans. It’s not really a big deal for 
me.

 » Sebastian Germann

 I didn’t even know St. Patrick’s Day was 
coming up. I guess it will be business as usual.

 » Charles White

"There are many things that must work in order to have a vital, prosperous downtown ..." Robin Hansford | Page 10
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VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

DYER: China's housing bubble 
is no different than any other
CONTINUED FROM | 8

 » From the Mar. 16, 2002 edition of the Observer.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

“If you have had a good 
crisis, success can become 
a curse,” wrote Albert Ed-
wards, chief economist at 
the French bank Societé 
Générale, in late 2010. At 
that point, Chinese bank 
lending had almost dou-
bled in three years; it has 
now almost tripled in four. 
The government knows 
that the property bubble 
is dangerous and is trying 
to switch spending to con-
sumption, but that is a deli-
cate operation that has to 
be done slowly, and there 
just isn’t enough time.

When a housing and 
credit bubble goes out of 
control, Edwards warned, 
“you tap your foot on the 
brakes and whole thing 
starts crashing and you 
can’t control it.” China 
is heading for a classic 

“hard landing,” and when 
it comes, it will slow the 
whole global economy to 
stall speed. The next global 
recession is not far off, it 
will be at least as bad as the 
last one, and this time few 
of the emerging economies 
(except perhaps India’s) 
will be exempt.

Nobody knows what 
will happen in China itself 
when growth stops and 
unemployment soars, but 
the Communist regime is 
clearly frightened of the 
answer. Maybe it can ride 
the crisis out until growth 
resumes at a slower pace 
in a few years, but with its 
Communist ideals long 
abandoned, its only re-
maining claim on people’s 
loyalty has been its ability 
to deliver constantly rising 
prosperity.

If that collapses, so may 
the regime.

Some 69% of Ontarians oppose the 
provincial government's plan to expand 
gambling as means of generating more 
revenue. Only 24% approve of the plan 
launched this week.

 » Focus Research  » Greg Smith resigned this week as a Goldman Sachs executive 
director, lifting the veil on the sordid culture inside the investment 
bank.

Beginning a process that would see the 
construction of new community centres and 
the Woolwich Memorial Centre, Woolwich 
council launched a new recreation master 
plan in the spring of 2002, the first since 
1986. Councillors allocated $20,000 for the 
study in that year's budget.

It astounds me how little senior management 
gets a basic truth: If clients don’t trust you they 
will eventually stop doing business with you. It 
doesn’t matter how smart you are. ... Without 
clients you will not make money. In fact, you will 
not exist. Weed out the morally bankrupt people, 
no matter how much money they make for the 
firm.

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
$25.00

PER BOX

Wed. Mar. 21,  10:00am - 2:00pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$25.00

Since 1929

SPECIALIZING IN:
• MOVING | RECOVERING | REFURBISHING
• POOL TABLE SALES & SERVICE
• SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
• DART EQUIPMENT | SHUFFLE BOARDS
• ACCESSORIES | LIGHTS
• PING PONG TABLES | BALLS & MORE

MON.- FRI. 10:30-6      SAT. 11-4
103 ONTARIO ST., KITCHENER

519.745.4053
FREE PARKING

Ping Pong Tables

Billiards Tables Shuffleboard
Tables Dart Boards

To the Editor,
The wishing well of 
Slots paying millions to 
Elora and Wellington 
County will come to an end 
March 2013.

As will the news updates 
from the Woolwich Ob-
server for past six years, 
expounding on the “lost 
income” to Woolwich as 
a result of voting against 
gambling.

But what has always 
been missing is the num-
ber of homes (we ourselves 
have built two), the soccer 
fields, football field and 
running track. The Wool-
wich Memorial Centre was 
built on the former raceway 
site, serving the commu-
nity.

I know from our own tax-
es paid that all the homes 
built will sustain income to 
Woolwich well beyond the 
March 2013 date.

In addition we actually 
shop and spend monies 
within Woolwich on a regu-
lar basis. Those business 
owners and proprietors pay 

Upside in Elmira 
trumps passing 
slots revenue

much higher taxes, so in 
effect they help kept our 
taxes lower.

It is unfortunate that 
jobs will be lost in Elora, 
but gambling is not sus-
tainable, despite what the 
government of the day 
thinks. 

The endgame is a well-
serviced municipality, with 
business and homeown-
ers supporting each other.  
Now aren’t you glad your 
business is in Woolwich?

JOE & CAROL KELLY | ELMIRA

To the Editor,
In response to the 
story about the former 
Procast site (Observer, Feb. 
25/12), as an Elmira resi-
dent, downtown Elmira 
supporter/advocate and 
small business owner I was 
so disappointed to read 
the article written by Steve 
Kannon “Former foundry 
site continues to idle in 
Elmira core.”  

I understand that there 
are different points of view 

On the contrary, 
there's a lot going 
on in Elmira's 
downtown core and that there is the big 

picture and there is the 
small picture, but the taste 
that was left in my mouth 
after having read this was 
not a good one. I hate to 
think and can only specu-
late what someone that did 
not know what was actu-
ally going on in our local 
economy would think of 
Elmira if they read it. The 
vague statement made by 
Dietmar Sommerfeld that 
there has been “little com-
mercial activity in the last 
decade” is so wrong it is 

almost laughable. 
In the past two years we 

have seen Shoppers Drug 
Mart build a new store, 
town hall relocate yet 
remain downtown, Core 
Clothing, Remax offices, 
Candy’s, Xenium Comput-
ers relocate downtown, 
The Robin’s Nest Coffee-
house, a brand new Mac’s 
and gas station, a new hair 
salon, Flow Catering and 
currently there is a four-
storey seniors’ apartment 
going up beside town hall. 
Not only that, but we have 

a beautiful historic build-
ing for sale that could po-
tentially bring even more 
people downtown. Now if 
that isn’t activity I simply 
do not know what is.  

I would also challenge 
him as to what businesses 
he spoke to about relocat-
ing to downtown Elmira 
– I know of two that would 
do so in a heartbeat.

This article does high-
light a whole other issue, 
namely why is there the 
perception of there being 
“little commercial activ-
ity” in our core? Perhaps 
we need to look closer at 
bylaw enforcement and 
lean a bit heavier on the 
few property owners that 
make “activity” quite dif-
ficult.

 As disappointed as I 
am that you printed that 
article as it was written, 
I am even more disap-
pointed that the taxpayer-
sponsored BIA would not 
muster up the backbone 
to respond in a positive 
manner to at least shed 

some light on a bustling 
downtown with very hard 
working entrepreneurs, 
all to avoid appearing to 
be political. Is a BIA not 
supposed to advocate, 
and protect what we hold 
dear? Perhaps the Observ-
er would consider sponsor-
ing a page in the paper to 
allow for our downtown 
to be highlighted and cel-
ebrated as a way to undo 
some of this negative 
press.

At this point the subject 
of the article doesn’t mat-
ter, but to weigh in, yes, 
a mixed-use application 
(live, work, play) would 
be the absolute best for 
a downtown, but at this 
point having anything on 
that gateway site would 
be better than the terrible 
eyesore it is.

There are many things 
that must work in order to 
have a vital, prosperous 
downtown, and articles 
such as this do nothing to 
support that.

ROBIN HANSFORD | ELMIRA



11 | SPORTS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2012

SPORTS
ELMIRA SUGAR KINGS / pLAyoff SUpERStItIoNS

Major 
Atoms head 
to OMHA 
finals
Team is the 
township’s sole 
representative 
at the provincial 
championships

james jackson

oMhA fINALS | 12

ELMIRA/ oMhA fINALS

In 2012, Woolwich 
will only have one minor 
hockey team to represent 
the township at the Ontario 
Minor Hockey Association 
championships, but if his-
tory is any indicator, they 
could very well come home 
as champions.

The Major Atom AA team 
has qualified for the OMHA 
finals against Whitby, and 
this is virtually the same 
group of boys who cap-
tured the Minor Atom A ti-
tle last year. They were one 
of four Woolwich teams to 
make it to the OMHA finals 
in 2011, and one of two to 
capture first place.

“It’s not just that we’re 
going back to the OMHA’s, 
but we went from playing 
A to AA,” said head coach 
Tony Code.

“We had a very success-
ful year, we were first place 
in a pretty competitive 
league, and we were able to 
have some success in the 
playoffs.”

The road to the OMHA’s 
wasn’t easy for the team, 
though, as they had to 

Will Cook – listens to the same 
music before every game

A superstition for an 
athlete is generally some-
thing that is first developed 
in hindsight, most likely by 
accident, and then becomes 
required going forward.

Some athletes perform 
ritual movements or ac-
tions before a match, for 
instance. We have all heard 
stories about a player with 
his lucky socks that he does 
not wash, or a favourite 
hockey stick that he uses 
every turn on the ice. 

Most superstitions or 
rituals are extensive and 
considered normal in the 
sport world. To the average 
fan, it may seem silly or 
strange, but for some play-
ers mentally these patterns 
may actually influence 
their success.

A superstition can arise 
when a player has a par-
ticularly good or bad per-
formance and then tries to 
come up with a reason by 
reviewing the details of the 
game. 

For some athletes a great 
game performance can 
be attributed to unusual 
circumstances and they 
will go out of their way to 
attempt to recreate it before 
the next competition.

For members of the El-
mira Sugar Kings, a ritual 
can be certain behaviour 
or action that they perform 
with the belief that these 
behaviours have a specific 
purpose, or power, to influ-
ence their performance. 

Some players believe 
that performing a specific 
ritual before a game im-

colin dewar

Very superstitious, writing’s on the wall

MaC ClutsaM – only eats chicken on game day

aNDREW sMitH – Growing a playoff beard ColtoN WolfE-sabo – Never lets the tape on his stick touch anything but the ice

Waiting game over as Kings take on Cullitons
10-day break between playoff rounds helps with injuries, but the trick will be to shake off the rust in short order

When the Elmira Sug-
ar Kings and Stratford Cul-
litons meet in the Midwest-
ern Conference semi-finals, 
fans should expect some 
intense playoff hockey.

A full 60-minute effort 
– more if games go past 
regulation time – is the way 
Kings head coach Dean 
DeSilva feels his team can 
achieve success. It should 
make for quite a series 
when the two long-time 

colin dewar
rivals match up in the sec-
ond round.

Both teams met six times 
in the regular season, with 
the Cullitons winning the 
first three outings and the 
Kings taking the next three, 
including the final regular-
season game that saw the 
boys in green post an easy 
4-1 victory.

The two teams were 
neck-and- neck in the 
standings all season long, 
with Elmira (40-9-2) finish-
ing just one point behind 

the second-place Cullitons 
(41-9-1).

But this is playoff hockey 
and anything can happen.

“Stratford is a very good 
team. We tell boys that we 
are trying to climb a moun-
tain and the closer we get 
to the top the steeper it 
gets,” said DeSilva. “It`s 
going to take everyone to 
do it. It’s not going to be 
an easy series and it’s not 
going to be a walkover – it 
is going to be a very emo-
tional series, and it will 

have a lot of ups and downs 
like a rollercoaster. We have 
to stay grounded and stick 
to what we are doing.”

The Kings have been idle 
for the last 10 days since 
they quickly disposed of 
the Listowel Cyclones in 
four straight games  in the 
first round.

The time off has been a 
blessing, as the team was 
missing some key players 
due to sickness and injury. 
DeSilva says he is ready 
to ice a full, healthy team 

against Stratford.
“From a heath stand-

point the time off has been 
good, but from a psyche 
perspective that is our chal-
lenge.”

The coaches made sure 
the team knew they were 
pleased with their perfor-
mance after the Listowel 
series by allowing the boys 
to play a game of scrim-
mage in their first practice 
after defeating the Cy-
clones.

“We told them to have 

some fun since they earned 
it from a four-game sweep. 
The coaches, myself in-
cluded, did not even step 
out on the ice: it was their 
time to just have fun and 
play hockey with each 
other,” said DeSilva, adding 
the next practice was a full 
training session before giv-
ing the team a rest for a few 
days and then holding four 
practices back to back once 
they knew who they would 

KINGS | 13

SUpERStItIoNS | 13

Rob bENNEtt –Dresses from the 
left side to the right

 [photos/colin dewar / the observer]
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The score

WooLWIch 
WILdcAtS

Tyke: MiNoR NoviCE sElECt
Mar 2 vs brampton
Woolwich: 4  Brampton: 0
Goals: Sebastian Garrett, Zack 
Bender, Ian Speiran, Carter 
Rollins
Shutout: Colin Bray
Mar 7 vs Guelph
Guelph: 5 Woolwich: 1
Goals: Carter Rollins
Assists: Sebastian Garrett, Zack 
Bender

Novice: aE
Mar 10 vs Centre Wellington
Centre Wellington: 6 
Woolwich: 2
Goals: Nathan Snyder, Ethan 
Birmingham

Atom: MajoR aa
Mar 2 vs oakville
Oakville: 2 Woolwich: 0
Mar 3 vs oakville

Oakville: 4 Woolwich: 3
Goals: Jake Code x2, Griffen 
Rollins
Assists: Kayden Zacharczuk, 
Lukas Shantz, Justin Taylor
Mar 5 vs oakville
Woolwich: 2 Oakville: 2
Goals: Joshua Martin x2
Assists: Justin Taylor x2, Owen 
Harnock, Mackenzie Willms
Mar 8 vs oakville
Woolwich: 3 Oakville: 2
Goals: Brody Waters x2, Austin 
Cousineau
Assists: Austin Cousineau, 
Kurtis Hoover, Brody Waters, 
Mackenzie Willms, Lukas Shantz, 
Griffen Rollins
Mar 10 vs oakville
Woolwich: 5 Oakville: 2
Goals: Austin Cousineau x4, 
Joshua Martin
Assists: Griffen Rollins x3, Justin 
Taylor x2, Kayden Zacharczuk, 
Eli Baldin
Peewee: Minor a
Feb 18 vs Guelph

Guelph: 4 Woolwich: 3
Goals: Riley Runstedler, Justin 
Uhrig, Garrett Reitzel
Assists: Daniel Carr, Jordan Lee, 
Cole Altman
feb 25 vs brampton
Woolwich: 1 Brampton: 1
Goals: Liam Hartman
Assists: Garrett Reitzel
feb 26 vs Wellington
Wellington: 3 
Woolwich: 2
Goals: Daniel Carr, Brad Hale
Assists: Kyle Bruder, Garrett 
Reitzel
Mar 5 vs Guelph
Guelph: 4 Woolwich: 1
Goals: Jordan Lee
Assists: Justin Uhrig
Mar 7 vs Milton
Woolwich: 6 Milton: 5
Goals: Riley Runstedler x2, 
Jordan Lee, Daniel Carr, Liam 
Hartman, Garrett Reitzel
Assists: Riley Runstedler, Cole 
Altman, Liam Hartman

Plattsville silver medal for twin centre

on Mar. 12 the twin Centre star ll # 1 took home the silver medal at the Plattsville little brave tournament. Goaltender tyler Rose had two 
shutouts in the tournament and also won the skill competition against five other goalies. back row: coach Zeno Economides, coach brent 
Wolf, coach bill Doerbecker. third row: james snyder, blake Wolf,Noah bailey, Cory Martin, ben belcourt. second row: alex Erb,seth bailey, 
Christian Economides,Cole Martin, Mathew Gedcke, Connor Doerbecker. front: tyler Rose. [photo/submitted]

Bantam: ll #1
Mar 10 vs Plattsville
Plattsville: 3 Woolwich: 1

Goals: Alex Taylor
Assists: Nick Berlet, Jordan Luis

tWIN cENtRE 
StARS

Atom: ll #2

Mar 7
Twin Centre: 7 Ayr: 3 
Goals: Nate Brideau x4, Dawson 
Stevenson x2, Christopher Jones

Assists: Lukas Hergott x2, John 
Buddiger, Hunter Pinnau

Peewee: REP
Mar 8 vs tavistock
Twin Centre: 6 
Tavistock: 2
Goals: Troy Hemmerich, Evan 
Gowing, Adam Runstedler, Jessica 
McLachlan, Will Martin, Joel Heise
Assists: Troy Hemmerich x2, Mitch 
Esbaugh x2, Evan Gowing, Joel 
Heise, Will Martin, Brett Hartin, 
Jessica McLachlan, Cole Bender

Midget: ll #1
Mar 9 vs tavistock
Woolwich: 5 Tavistock: 2
Goals: Alex David x2, Josh 
Simpson, Zack Goetz, Dan Faries
Assists: Josh Simpson x3, 
Duncan MacDonald, Dan Faries, 
Taylor Brenner

tWIN cENtRE 
hERIcANES

Novice: ll #1
Mar 7 vs Wilmot
Twin Centre: 7 
Wilmot: 1
Goals: Marlee Fraser x6,  
Chloe Hislop
Assists: Taylor Storey x2, Chloe 
Hislop x2, Kara Dietrich x2, 
Macoda Pitsch, Avery Bender

When the Elora-Fergus 
Edge U14 AA girls’ ringette 
team heads to the Eastern 
Canadian Championships 
in Repentigny, Quebec next 
month, St. Jacobs resident 
Maddie MacLean, who 
plays forward for the squad, 
will be there looking for 
gold.

The team qualified for 
the tournament after falling 
to Guelph in the provincial 
championship finals by a 
score of 4-0 in Whitby on 
Mar. 4. The top two teams 
in the province move on to 
the eastern championships, 
the highest level of com-
petition for Maddie’s age 
group.

“I’m really excited for it 
and I know that my team 
is too,” said Maddie, 12, a 
Grade 7 student at St. Ja-
cobs Public School. 

“I’m really happy. I’ve 
never gotten this far before 
in ringette, so I’m really 
excited.”

The tournament brings 
together the top nine 
U14AA teams from Eastern 
Canada, including Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Ed-
ward Island.

This is Maddie’s first year 
on the Elora squad after 
playing for Waterloo the 
past seven years. When Wa-
terloo decided not to create 
a U14 AA team this year, 
Maddie and five of her Wa-
terloo teammates decided 
to try out for the Elora-Fer-
gus Edge last May.

The team has excelled 
this year, going 45-11-3 
combined, and winning two 
golds and four silvers in the 
six tournaments they have 
entered. While it’s been a 
lot of work for Maddie and 
her family, it’s been worth 
it, says her mother, Leanne.

“It’s certainly a family 
commitment, this will be 
her seventh tournament so 
there is a lot of travelling 
and time off of work and 
school, but she balances it 

St. Jacobs girl part of U14 ringette 
squad heading to Quebec

really well with school and 
her other activities.

“It’s been an exciting 
season.”

Coach Dave Eccles said 
the team is well-prepared 
for the tournament, and 
are looking forward to an 
eventual rematch with their 
rivals from Guelph.

“We have high expecta-
tions, to be honest. Going 
in, we feel we have as good 
a chance as anyone else to 
win it all.”

st. jacobs resident Maddie Maclean is heading off to the Eastern Canadian Championships 
for ringette next month with her teammates from the Elora-fergus Edge u14 aa team. 
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omha finals: Lining up against Whitby

battle through some playoff 
adversity to earn their berth 
in the Ontario finals.

They defeated their 
Centre-Wellington rivals 
in a six-game series, win-
ning the final match 4-0, 
and clawed back against 
Oakville after losing the 
first two games of the series 
to win it in Game 6 on the 
road.

“We’ve had some epic 
battles,” said Code.

“We knew even in the 
first loss (to Oakville) that 
we could beat them. In the 
second loss we were leading 
3-0 with eight minutes left 
in the game and we lost that 
game in overtime, so again 
we knew that we could beat 
them, it was just about get-
ting the monkey off our 
back.”

Despite making the jump 
to the higher level, Code 
said he expected his team to 
be competitive, but didn’t 
think they would have this 
much success in their first 
season at AA. He attributes 
the team’s success to a 
strong work ethic, and their 
experience in last year’s 
playoffs.

“They definitely know 
the work that’s involved 
to achieve that goal. They 
know that it’s not just go-
ing to come by showing up. 
They come to work; they 
have a hard-hat mentality.

“They might not be the 
most skilled but they get 
it done through hard work 
and persistence.”

Although he isn’t familiar 
with their opponent first-
hand, Code anticipates 

Whitby will play a similar 
type of game as his team, 
and knows it’ll be a good 
matchup.

The series gets started 

Head coach tony Code delivers some instructions to his players during their practice on 
Wednesday at the Dan snyder arena. [james jackson / the observer]

today (Saturday) at the Dan 
Snyder Arena, with Game 2 
set for tomorrow (Sunday) 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Dan Sny-
der Arena.

While their friends were out enjoying the unseasonably warm weather on Wednesday 
afternoon, members of the Woolwich Major atom aa squad were honing their skills ahead 
of the upcoming oMHa finals. [james jackson / the observer]

james jackson
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not so great outdoorsman / steVe gaLea

OPEN
COUNTRY

Sometimes it’s fruitful to let your mind wander back to simpler times

Sometimes, and against 
the advice of practi-
cally everyone who has ever 
known me, I let my mind 
wander. Usually, I permit 
it to travel back to much 
simpler times – days when 
I might have been per-
ceived as smarter and taller. 
That’s why last night I was 
thinking about the dawn of 
mankind or, to be more spe-
cific, about the discovery of 
beans at the dawn of man-
kind. This kind of thing is 
important to a sportsman.

If you think about it, this 
must have been a momen-
tous occasion for everyone 
within earshot. Oh sure, 
it’s not exactly splitting the 
atom but, in some cases at 
our deer camp, it sure comes 
close.

Imagine, if you will, a sim-
ple tribe gathered around 
a campfire on a cold and 
lonely winter’s night. Sud-
denly, a stranger who had 
been exiled from his own 
band for eating beans walks 
into the circle of light. Even 
from a distance, the tribe 
can sense that there is an 
aura about him.

“Who are you?” they ask, 
as they brandish stone-aged 
weapons.

“My name is Tofu – but 
my people call me the 
Stripeless Skunk. I am a trav-
eller from over the hill,” he 
replies. “I have been exiled 
from my tribe for eating the 
forbidden musical fruit and 
for harnessing the power of 
the wind. Oh, and also for 
blaming it on the dog that 
one time …”

“Stand with your back to 
the fire, so that we might see 
you better,” the great chief 
commands.

“Uh, I don’t think you 
want me to do that,” Tofu 
answers. “Trust me. That’s 
not wise.”

“Do it,” the chief com-
mands as he waves a flint-
tipped spear menacingly.

Months later, after most of 
the tribe’s eyebrows have fi-
nally grown back, the group, 
under Tofu’s leadership, has 
learned how to safely har-
ness the incredible power 
of the bean, making them 
the most feared hunters and 
gatherers in any crowded 
cave.

 And what an advan-
tage this turns out to be. It 
provides sustenance and, 
with the right duct work, 
warmth on lonely winter 
nights. But it also gives them 
laughter and a way to scare 
off marauding carnivores or 
anything else with a sense 
of smell.

Yet, there is a downside, 
too. For one thing, members 

of the tribe need to be espe-
cially careful around active 
volcanoes. 

Productivity has also tak-
en a nosedive. Since clothes-
pins and actual fans will 
not have been invented for 
several hundred more years, 
the people of the Skunk can 
only use one hand at a time, 
which is why they are also 
deemed a tough crowd by 
travelling minstrels seeking 
applause.

The point, if there must 
be one, is that this must 
have been a huge change for 
the people who were first 
exposed to the cultural ef-
fects of beans. 

If you think about it, the 
lowly bean might also ex-

plain early man’s preference 
for ramps and stairs over 
elevators. And for the inven-
tion of windows that open.

In any case, this is where 
my mind wandered last 
night. And no matter what 
my friends say, I think this is 
a great exercise that makes 
you thankful for the things 
we take for granted. 

For instance, I am ap-
preciative that our ances-
tors went through this first, 
as well as for the delicious 
black bean sauce we had for 
dinner. Oh, and for the fact 
that we have dogs to blame 
it on, windows that open, no 
active volcanoes nearby and 
stairs, rather than elevators, 
in my house ...

lukas balEsHta – is always the last to leave the locker room

be up against in the second 
round.

“Our practices have a 
certain level to them. Our 
first one back was all about 
getting their legs back and 
their timing back and with 
every practice the inten-
sity and the battles will in-
crease building up for their 
first match against Strat-
ford. The sense I am getting 
from these guys is that they 
are anxious to play, they 
know who they are playing 
and our job as coaches is to 
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kings: Round 2 gets underway this weekend

proves their performance. 
These rituals can range 
from the way they put on 
the uniforms they wear to 

suPerstitions: It’s just what you’ve got to do 
to keep a good thing going ... or so the story goes
fRoM | 11

bREtt PRiEstaP – Dyed his hair bleach blonde

the foods they eat or drink 
before the big game or even 
the music they listen to. 

As Elmira continues its 
quest for the Sutherland 

Cup, some of Kings have 
turned to their supersti-
tions to help themselves 
and the team reach the next 
level in the playoffs.

justiN CookE – fist 
pumps with Mac Clutsam

Elmira sugar kings’ forward lukas baleshta collides with two stratford Cullitons during the kings’ last regular season game. the kings face 
off against the Cullitons in the second round playoff series starting Mar.16.  [colin dewar / the observer]

keep them grounded.”
DeSilva admits the first 

game will be tough, espe-
cially with the Cullitons 
having home-ice advan-
tage, but feels if his players 
can keep their emotions in 
check they will be able to 
beat Stratford.

“We have to beat them in 
that building at least once; 
it will be tough but that is 
our focus we just have to 
keep our discipline and our 
control in check. There will 
be games within the game 
and emotional swings and 
momentum swings. Strat-

ford is a good hockey club, 
they have a lot of speed 
and we need to neutralize 
that speed. They have good 
goaltending as well so we 
need to play a good, sound, 
disciplined game and stick 
to our systems and as long 
as we do that it will be a 
hell of a series to watch.”

The Kings take to the ice 
Friday at the Allman Arena 
in Stratford for game one 
of the second round playoff 
series. The team is back on 
home ice at the Dan Snyder 
Arena on Sunday, with the 
puck dropping at 7 p.m.

 [photos/colin dewar / the observer]
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

NEW BUSINESS / FITNESS

As a kid, I spent many 
days perched precariously 
on the fender of my friend 
Randy Burke’s John Deere 
tractor (his dad’s John 
Deere, actually), travelling 
from one field to the next, 
driving to the nearby vil-
lage for a break from field-
work, doing whatever.

Riding on the fender was 
not safe and is heartily dis-
couraged now. But that’s 
what rural kids did. You 
held on for dear life. It was 
a rural fact of life. 

Fortunately, farm safety 
is a higher priority now 
than it was back then. 
Tractors have grown to 
be much, much bigger, to 
match farmers’ needs, as 
farms have grown too. I 
think farmers drive them 
with more respect for their 
power than they did 40 or 
50 years ago.

Tractors aren’t the only 
things that are bigger. 
Other farm machinery 
– planters, sprayers, com-
bines, you name it – have 
likewise grown to meet 
new farming demands. 
When I was riding around 
on Randy Burke’s fender, 
people were making a liv-
ing on farms 100-200 acres 
in size. A farm 10 times 
that size now is not un-
usual. Double it again for 
farms in western Canada. 

In Ontario, or anywhere 
else in Canada, drivers are 
bound to encounter big 
farm machinery on the 
road. 

What should you do? 
Take a deep breath, 

thank the farmer driving 
it for producing your food, 
and if you’re behind him 
or her, pass when safe.

The Grain Farmers of 
Ontario are embarking on 
a new road safety aware-

Holding 
onto the 
fender 
for  
Deere life

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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A long-time 
passion develops 
into a training 
career for Tanya 
Otterstein-Liehs

VENTURE
PROFILE

BUSINESS: Body Business

LOCATION: St. Jacobs/ Waterloo 
Region

PHONE: 519-746-1539

OWNER: Tanya Otterstein-Liehs

After more than 20 
years of working out on 
her own and giving others 
advice in the gym, Tanya 
Otterstein-Liehs decided 
to turn her passion into her 
career when she launched 
her own personal training 
business called Body Busi-
ness.

Offering exercise and 
diet regimens tailored 
to each individual, Ot-
terstein-Liehs promises 
to help those looking to 
shed those extra pounds 
and get into better shape 
before the summer sun 
arrives – but there’s more 
to it then just numbers on 
scale, she says.

“I think it’s really im-
portant that when people 
say ‘I want to lose weight’ 
they have to realize that 
diet isn’t the way to go. 

You have to make a 
lifestyle change, which 
includes proper nutrition 
and exercise. They go 
hand-in-hand; you can’t 
have one without the 
other.”

With so many fitness 
and diet options available 
these days, Otterstein-
Liehs believes that what 

cord workouts and moni-
tor her clients improved 
cardio, strength, and flex-
ibility, and will also edu-
cate them on proper nu-
trition by taking a trip to 
the grocery store to help 
clients read labels, and 
help purge their kitchens 
of unhealthy foods.

“A lot of people will buy 
pre-packaged foods and 
not realize the high levels 
of sodium.”

Otterstein-Liehs is 
certified through Can Fit 
Pro, possesses CPR and 
first-aid training, and 
works with clients either 
through Fitpoint Fitness 
gym in St. Jacobs, or in 
their own homes. The 
43-year-old is also a cy-
clist and avid runner, hav-
ing completed numerous 
half marathons as well as 
a full marathon, and has 
studied karate for the past 

sets her business apart 
from others is her dedica-
tion to her clients and her 
refusal to simply work 
according to the clock.

“Often you’ll see train-
ers who start at this time, 
and end at this time. I’m 
not like that. If we’re 
done in an hour, it takes 
an hour, but if it takes an 
hour and a half, it takes 
an hour and a half,” she 
said.

“I don’t want to rush 
anybody and I don’t want 
to be rushed. This is your 
time and nobody else’s. 
I’m not going to answer 
my cell phone or watch 
my clock.”

Otterstein-Liehs takes 
her time by sitting down 
with clients to develop 
a customized program, 
based on individual needs 
and fitness goals. She 
uses a training log to re-

two years.
She will provide sport-

specific training for run-
ning and cycling, and 
enjoys combining her 
knowledge of karate into 
her sessions.

“I like to take that phi-
losophy of strength and 
breathing.”

She also tries to use as 
little exercise machines 
as possible, which she 
said can form a barrier 
between an individual 
and exercise. Instead, 
she likes to get outside as 
much as possible and use 
the surroundings, such as 
benches or jungle gyms 
in parks, to act as training 
areas.

“You’re not paying me 
to use machines; you can 
do that on your own. 

I use free-weights and 
your own body. An hour 
inside a gym can feel like 

a long time, but outside, 
an hour-and-a-half might 
have gone by and you 
don’t notice it.”

One of the things she 
enjoys most about her 
line of work is seeing the 
results in her clients, and 
seeing their reaction to 
those results. That’s why 
she uses the workout 
log and before-and-after 
photographs to track the 
progress and to empha-
size and successes that 

As part of her personal training program, Tanya Otterstein-Liehs incorporates free weights rather than exercise machines, and also provides sport-specific training for running, cycling and 
golf. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

The whole-body approach 

JAMES JACKSON
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ness campaign. A lot of 
their work occurs in the 
spring, and at this time of 
year they have a particular 
interest in making sure the 
roads are safe ... for you, 
and them.

The grain farmers’ cam-
paign, which kicks off Apr. 
1 with e-support at www.
gfo.ca/roadsafety, empha-
sizes not just the need for 
citizens to recognize farm-
ers’ rights to the road, but 
also, farmers’ need to be 
defensive drivers.

Defensive driving is 
the most valuable lesson 
mothers and fathers and 
can give to daughters and 
sons learning to drive. Stay 
out of blind spots. Don’t 
run yellow lights. Yield to 
pedestrians. Respect your 
vehicle’s power and recog-
nize driving is a privilege.

The road safety cam-
paign is also reminding 
people that a farm vehicle 
is part of a farmer’s work-
place. They want drivers to 
be respectful in allowing 
farmers to do their job.

That’s a key point. Farm-
ing is a lifestyle, we’ve all 
heard that, but it’s also 
a job. If farmers can’t do 
their job producing food 
and sustaining the en-
vironment, we’re all in 
trouble. We need to give 
them a break and exercise 
driving tolerance so they 
can move their machinery 
from field to field.

This is a particularly 
timely message. Spring 
has come early for the rest 
of us, and if the weather 
holds, it will also come 
early for farmers. If they 
can plant early, they will 
– early planting usually 
means their plants grow 
stronger and ultimately 
provide higher yields. 

But regardless of wheth-
er they plant early or late, 
farmers will continue to 
rely on public roads to 
transport the equipment 
they need to do their job. 
So the grain farmers want 
Ontario driver education 
for the general public to 
include rural road safety 
tips that are specific to 
farm machinery traffic, 
not just slow moving ve-
hicles. 

Great idea. Drivers’ anxi-
ety levels skyrocket when 
they get behind a tractor 
or combine. But keep in 
mind that equipment is 
likely not going too far, 
and will not hold you up 
for more than a few min-
utes. 

Farmers share food with 
us. How about sharing the 
road with them?

ROBERTS: 
Farm safety

FITNESS: Developing a program tailored to each client’s needs
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ST. JACOBS

AND APPLIANCES

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES

  

EARN
AEROPLAN MILES ON  
EVERYTHING*

1421 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS   |  (519) 664-3301

www.homefurniture.ca

Mon - Thurs 8 to 6 | Fri 8 to 9 | Sat 8 to 5 | Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

SALE ENDS MARCH 31ST

BRETON | NO FLIP - EURO TOP
• 720 continuous coil
• Springwall patented edge guard
• Full flex mesh
• 1 1/2” Convolute bio foam
• 1/2” Trizone bio visco foam
• T & J quilt to 3/4” + 3/4” super soft foam 
   + 20oz hollow fibre
• Springwall posture foundation

SAVE $200

$599
QUEEN SET reg. $799

TWIN SET
$499

SAVE $100 • Reg $599

DOUBLE SET
$549

SAVE $150 • Reg $699

KING SET
$899
SAVE $300 • Reg $1199

EASTPORT | NO FLIP - EURO TOP
• 
• Foam encased
• 800 Zoned pocket coil
• Quilted cotton pad
• 2” Bio foam • 1/2” Trizone latex / bio foam
• Viscose bamboo / polyester knit cover
• T & J quilt to 1/2” + 1” convolute foam 
   + 20oz polyester hollow fibre/wool blend
• Semi flex foundation

TWIN SET
$799
SAVE $300 • Reg $1099

DOUBLE SET
$899
SAVE $400 • Reg $1299

KING SET
$1499

SAVE $600 • Reg $2099

SAVE $500

$999
QUEEN SET reg. $1499

Available in 
Firm or Plush

FAIRVIEW | NO FLIP - EURO TOP
• 
• Foam encased
• Coil on coil construction
• 800 Zoned pocket coil +720 continuous coil
• Quilted cotton pad • 2” foam
• 1/2” Trizone latex / bio foam
• Viscose bamboo / polyester knit cover
• T & J quilt to 1/2” + 3/4” supersoft
   foam + 40oz polyester hollow fibre/wool blend
• Semi flex foundation

TWIN SET
$1049

SAVE $500 • Reg $1549

DOUBLE SET
$1199

SAVE $600 • Reg $1799

KING SET
$1799

SAVE $800 • Reg $2599

SAVE $700

$1299
QUEEN SET reg. $1999

Available in 
Firm or Plush

2011 
MODEL 

CLEAROUT

2011 
MODEL 

CLEAROUT

® “BMO (M-bar Roundel symbol)” and “Making Money Make Sense” are registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal, 
used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used  
under licence. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Nesbitt Burns Ltée are indirect subsidiaries of Bank of Montreal.  
If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information. 

Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Right for me
or right  
for anyone?

Joyce Reimer BA, FMA, CPCA, PFP

Vice President, Senior Wealth Advisor
53 Arthur St. West, Elmira ON

Tel: 519-669-4622
joyce.reimer@nbpcd.com

Work with an Advisor who’ll take the time to know you.

As a dedicated professional I strive to provide a high  
level of service and expertise for all my clients. I can  
offer in-depth market understanding to help build  
stronger portfolios and an investment strategy that’s  
right for your life.

Contact me to discuss.

Driver Search is on Now!

519.884.5650519.884.5650
www.erbsvillekartway.com 675 Conservation Drive, Waterloo

YOUTH•TEEN
•ADULTROOK

IESWANTED!

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!
Visit our Open Houses: March 31, 1-4pm
                                             April 7, 1-4pm

Summer Race League • Summer Kart Camp
Training, F1K Race Kart and Equipment Included

RACERS WANTEDRACERS WANTED
Otterstein-Liehs believes that stretching is one of the most important part of any good workout, and says that not enough people stretch 
after they exercise. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

are achieved.
“That way you know 

you’re making strides 
forward, and if someone 
doesn’t see a goal they’re 
not going to see them-
selves develop or have 
that itch to keep going.”

Yet for those looking to 
get back into shape she 
stresses that they take it 
slow to start – instead of 
running 5 km, start with 
a brisk walk instead – 
otherwise frustration or 
even an injury could stop 
you before you even get 
started.

Yet at the same time, 
Otterstein-Liehs says she 
makes the most of her 
time with clients.

“I won’t dilly-dally. 
You’re paying me to get 
something in the end and 
if you want to have qual-
ity work, I am going to 
give it to you.”

For more information 
about Body Business 
and the range of services 
available, visit www.body-
business.ca.
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THE ARTS
ON THE STAGE / THE COMMERCIAL TAVERN

Where the music’s concerned, it’s all Good
The Commercial Tavern will be awash in tradition Sunday as the Good Brothers take to the stage

STEVE KANNON

In recent years, the 
legendary Good Brothers 
have been getting back to 
their  roots – country, blue-
grass and folk. Returning to 
perform in this neck of the 
woods for the first time in 
the better part of a decade, 
the group is a natural fit 
for Maryhill’s Commercial 
Tavern, which works hard to 
promote traditional music.

The show set for Sunday 
(Mar. 18) marks their first 
appearance at the historic 
venue, the latest stop for a 
group that’s been on the go 
for more than 40 years.

Things got rolling in 
the’60s, with Richmond 
Hill-born twins Bruce and 
Brian Good getting caught 
up in the music scene. Meet-
ing up with James Ackroyd, 
they became James & the 
Good Brothers, getting their 
big break in 1970 by playing 
their first gig at Maple Leaf 
Gardens as an opening act 
for Grand Funk Railroad. An 
album, which was released 
on Columbia and aided by 
members of the Grateful 
Dead, catapulted the group 
into the Canadian country 
music spotlight. 

Then came the Festival 
Express tour that had them 
touring with Janis Joplin, 
the Band, Ten Years After, 
and the Grateful Dead. They 
also performed with Gordon 
Lightfoot and John Ham-
mond.

By 1973, Akroyd had 
opted to remain in the 
States, while the Bruce and 
Brian Good returned home, 
where they enlisted younger 
brother Larry to become the 
Good Brothers. In 1976, they 
released their self-titled 
debut album, which was 
a mix of their traditional 

roots, folk, and country 
background with a range of 
rock blended in. The album 
earned them a Juno Award 
for Best Country Group, an 
award they received each 
year from 1976 to 1983. They 
also received a gold record 
for sales of their live album 

in 1981.
Things are a little less 

hectic these days, but the 
brothers have continued to 
write songs, make records 
and tour tirelessly. And 
they’re still having a blast 
doing it.
“We got into the business 

The Good Brothers – Brian, Bruce and Larry –  bring a sound they’ve been honing for more than four decades to the Commercial Tavern Mar. 18. It marks their first show at the venue, and 
the first one in the region in almost a decade. [PHOTO / SUBMITTED]

because we were having fun 
playing music, and we’re 
still having fun,” Bruce 
Good said this week in a 
phone interview from his 
Toronto-area home. “We’ve 
been really lucky that we’ve 
been able to follow this 
dream.”

Sticking with that dream 
has won the Good Brothers 
a string of accolades over 
the years. More recently 
they were honoured by be-
ing the 2004 inductees into 
the Canadian Country Mu-
sic Hall of Fame as well as 
two nominations for Coun-

DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY.
SEE AN IMAGE IN THE OBSERVER THAT YOU LIKE? DON’T 

WORRY, WE DO PHOTO RE-PRINTS! VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR 

SIZES, PRICING AND ORDER FORMS.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

try Group and Roots Artist 
of the year at the Canadian 
Country Music Awards

There’s less of a rock 
tinge to the new albums, 
with a renewed focus on a 
traditional sound. That will 
be in evidence at Sunday’s 
show, where the brothers 
will be joined by fiddler Dan 
Howlett, who’s no stranger 
to country music fans and 
the Commercial Tavern in 
particular. His playing will 
go along with Bruce Good’s 
autoharp, Brian’s guitar and 
Larry’s banjo.

“It’s going to be a fun 
show. We’re really looking 
forward to it,” said Good, 
noting the concert will offer 
up a mix of traditional and 
classic stuff – fans can cer-
tainly count on staples like 
“Fox on the Run.”

Typically touring Europe 
at this time of year – as 
they’ve done for the past 
18 years – the Good Broth-
ers are performing closer 
to home just now. They’ll 
be heading overseas in the 
fall instead, playing before 
receptive audiences in Ger-
many, Austria, Switzerland 
and Holland, where they’ve 
got a particularly strong 
following.

It’s the audiences that 
keep the brothers out on 
the road – and they have no 
plans to slow down.

“Even at our age, we’re 
doing something that we 
can continue to do – some-
thing that we love – for as 
long as people come out to 
listen.

“It’s too late to turn back 
now,” he laughed.

The Good Brothers per-
form at the Commercial 
Tavern Mar. 18 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $20, available 
at the venue, 1303 Maryhill 
Rd., or by calling 519-648-
3644.
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CLASSIFIED
THE MOST
NEWSPAPERS,
IN MAILBOXES
THAN ANYONE.

PERIOD.

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Reporting to the Claims Manager, this position 
is responsible for responding to and analyzing 
customer telephone inquiries to determine 
appropriate action. This position is also 
responsible for adjudicating drug, vision, 
hospital, practitioner and routine dental claims, 
using an in house computer system designed 
for claims adjudication. As the preferred 
candidate you will have 2-3 years office experi-
ence, and a group insurance or Medical / 
Dental background. You must also have 
excellent analytical skills, strong PC skills, 
organizational skills, and the ability to work in a 
fast paced environment. Hours will be from 
11:00am to 7:00pm Monday to Friday, or 
3:00pm to 7:00pm Monday to Friday.

RWAM is Canadian-owned, innovative and a 
leader in the insurance industry.  Today, RWAM 
is one of the largest full service Third Party 
Administrators of employee benefits in 
Canada.  We offer a stimulating work environ-
ment and a competitive benefit package.  Visit 
our web site at www.RWAM.com

If you have the above qualifications and thrive 
in a team environment, we would like to hear 
from you.  Please send or fax your resume in 
confidence to the attention of Human 
Resources, RWAM Insurance Administrators 
Inc., 49 Industrial Drive, Elmira, Ont.  N3B 3B1, 
by Friday, March 23 2012.  Fax (519) 669-1923. 
Email Ldemerling@rwam.com We thank all 
interested candidates. Please note only those 
chosen for an interview will be contacted.

RWAM Insurance Administrators Inc.
 has an immediate opening for a

Claims Customer 
Service Representative

h
r@

h
om

eh
ar

d
w

ar
e.

ca

Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre
has the following opportunities...

Student Material Handlers
Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service 
levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will pick/pack product 
for Dealer orders and load/unload product on/off trailers, 
ensuring compliance with all health and safety regulations. 
You are physically able to walk and stand for long periods 
and to lift heavy objects. Available to work full-time hours  
(7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday to Friday) from late April / early May 
to late August and Saturdays and Public Holidays as needed.
Rate of pay: $10.75 per hour

Forward your resume, referencing “Student - Material 
Handler” in the subject line, by Friday, March 23, 2012 to: 
Dayna Weber, Recruitment, Human Resources Department, 
Home Hardware Stores Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, 
ON,  N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  Ph: (519) 664-4975 
(Microsoft Documents Only)

E.L.M. 
TRAINING

IS NOW OFFERING

CPR-C + AED Course
Thurs. April 12, 2012

$72 regular, $61.20
with student ID

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
MARCH 29

www.elmtraining.ca 
click on the first aid link for 

registration form.

This Lifesaving Society course is 
WSIB approved and incorporates 

the latest guidelines for CPR, 
choking and AED (defibrillation). 

Ideal for students, parents, 
caregivers and employees. 

CLEARING AUCTION SALE
Of woodworking; shop equipment; household ef-
fects; antiques; and miscellaneous items to be held 
at 15 Poffenroth Path (off Church St. near John 
Deere) in Elmira for Randy and Lori Martin on:

Saturday March 24 at 12:30 PM

Household effects: 2 off white couches 2 years 
old; modern black coffee and end tables; patio 
table 6 chairs and umbrella; high chair; queen bed; 
dresser; Maytag portable dishwasher; hall stand 
with mirror; pub table with leaf and 8 chairs; com-
puter desk; office chair; Roxton desk; loveseat sofa 
bed; dining room table and 4 chairs; dehumidifier; 
Kenmore freezer; futon; plastic folding table; sew-
ing machine; exercise bike; child’s sleigh; foldable 
playpen; assorted kitchen glassware; and household 
effects.
 
Miscellaneous items:  Router and table; belt sander; 
drill press; 10” Craftsman table saw; 16” Delta band 
saw; assorted air tools; roofing nailer; jam saw; pipe 
clamps; socket sets; wrenches; large assortment of 
woodworking hand and power tools; Centro pro-
pane BBQ; lawnmower; wheel barrow; aluminum 
step ladders; 16 gal shop vac with leaf blower; tool 
boxes; torch kit; numerous garden tools. 
 
Note:  A well kept clean auction full of good quality 
brand named woodworking tools out of his wood-
working shop. House is sold. 

Auctioneer: Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley, 519-656-3555
www.Jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

TRAINING

RENTALS

HELP WANTED

E N E R G E T I C 
TUTOR WANTED 
for grade 8 male. Math LA, History, 
organization and studying skills, 
high school prep. Call 519-404-
9393 , leave message.

HEALTH CARE

PAIN IN THE Neck, 
arms and shoulders? Backaches? 
Pain going down legs? Trouble 
sleeping? Winter blues? Call 
today: 519-577-3251. Grant’s 
Hands On Therapy. Elmira office 
or house calls.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

SALON CHAIR 
FOR rent in a busy uptown 
Elmira Salon. Please email kirk-
land_strauss@hotmail.com for 
more information.

AUCTIONS

SAT. MARCH 17 at 
9:30 AM - Clearing auction sale 
of brand new building supplies; 
woodworking equipment; tools; 
tractor; small farm machinery; 
household effects; antiques; and 
miscellaneous items to be held 
at 8190 12th Concession Marybor-
ough Township (approx 4 kms 
northwest of Drayton) for Ingrid 
Ohls. Jantzi Auctions Ltd, 519-656-
3555,  www.Jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. MAR 17 at 2:00 PM 
- Property auction of a one and a 
half storey vinyl sided house with 
nice private backyard; situated in 
a sought after area of Waterloo 
(Westmount area) to be held at 
202 Forsyth Dr in Waterloo off 
Westmount for Ailene Brown. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd, 519-656-3555, 
www.Jantziauctions.com

WED. MAR 21 at 
10:00 AM - Clearing auction sale 
of household effects; furniture; 
antiques; woodworking tools; 
and miscellaneous items to be 
held at the St. Jacob’s Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacob’s (23 
Parkside Dr.) for Elwood and 
Nancy Yantzi Kitchener and a 
Waterloo estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd, 519-656-3555,  
www.Jantziauctions.com

FRI. MARCH 23 at 
4:30 PM Auction sale of approx 
350 toys including farm toys; 
complete CIFES collection includ-
ing the JD 5020; tractor trailers; 
precision; American Muscle cars; 
to be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community centre in St Jacob’s 
(23 Parkside Dr) for the Ted 
Deroit estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd, 519-656-3555,  
www.Jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT MAR 24 at 10:00 
AM - Property auction of a one 
acre country property or hobby 
farm 2 or possible 3 bedroom 
bungalow with 30ft x 40ft barn 
or shop. To be held at 4065 
Line 61 Poole on the eastern 
edge or outskirts of Poole 
(Milverton or Millbank area) for 
Henry and Tina Harder. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd., 519-656-3555  
www.Jantziauctions.com

SAT. MAR 24 at 12:30 
PM - Clearing auction sale of 
woodworking equipment; shop 
tools; lawnmower; household 
effects; antiques; collectables; 
miscellaneous items it to be held

 AT 15 POFFENROTH Path in Elmira 
off Church St. near John Deere 
Dealership for Randy and Lori 
Marin. Jantzi Auctions Ltd., 519-
656-3555 www.Jantziauctions.
com

SAT. MARCH 31 - 
Property auction of a 2 possible 
3 bedroom home (condo) located 
in a retirement village (cottages 
of Livingstone Circle) in a great 
area of Kitchener to be held at 
5-50 Midland Drive in Kitchener 
for Theresa Swartzenburg. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555  
www.Jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

KILN HEAT TREAT-
MENT Service. 519-664-3688. 
Certified to heat treat to ISPM#15 
standards. Willow Brae Pallets.

PETS

INJURY PREVENTION & Canine 
First Aid. April 1, 1 - 4 p.m., Wool-
wich Memorial Arena. For more 
information contact Shanna, 
Pawsitive Canine Connection, 
519-500-3594. Visit www.pawsi-
tivecanineconnection.com for 
more upcoming seminars.

PETS

M E G A M U T T S 
SPRING CLASSES 
starting soon! Introductory lesson 
March 27, Elmira Library. Free 
for registered students. Non-
registered $25. 519-669-8167 or 
www.megamutts.com

AUTOMOTIVE

2001 DODGE 
CARAVAN, 7 seater, 
excellent running condition, 
undercoated every year, oil 
changed regularly, snows and 
regular tires, E tested. $1999.00. 
Call 519-210-0755.

2010 MALIBU LS 
Sedan. One owner. Low mileage, 
10,000 kms. $14,000.00. 519-669-
5722.

RENTALS

ELMIRA: $1300.00 
++ Professional office 
building; south end of town, 
2nd floor 5+ offices, board 
room, fully furnished option.  
Administrative possibilities.  
Call 519-669-3192

1 BEDROOM UNIT 
in clean, very quiet 6-plex. Pet 
free, non smoking. Parking and 
laundry on site. Available April 1. 
$560/mth + utilities. 519-669-2212.

ELMIRA 1 
BEDROOM available 
Apr. 1. Downtown location above 
store, no pets. $510.00 plus utili-
ties. For all inquiries please call 
519-669-5431.

MOOREFIELD - 
ONE bedroom apart-
ment furnished, laundry facilities, 
parking, electric heat, cable TV, no 
pets, adult building. References. 
$695.00 inclusive. First & last. 
519-638-3013.

ROOM FOR RENT. 
23 year old male looking to share 
clean, three bedroom house in 
Wellesley. $500/mth utilities 
included. 519-327-8530.

COMING 
EVENTS

BREAST HEALTH 
AND Anti-Cancer 
Foods, information work-
shop with Dr. of Chinese Medicine, 
Aleksandra Berndl. Cost is $75.00 
per person. Event held at E’s 
Into Wellness Fitness Studio on 
Tues. 20th March, 6:30-9:30pm. 
Pre-registration required. Contact 
Laurie at ease.into.wellness@
rogers.com

PERSONALS

WIDOWED 71 
YEAR old lady looking for 
love & companionship. N.S. S.D., 
5’7” tall. Enjoys cards, board 
games, walks, country drives, 
nature, holding hands, hugging 
& kissing, hockey games & ball 
games. I enjoy life & have a good 
sense of humor & enjoy laugh-
ing. If you are a N.S. gentleman 
& would like to meet me, please 
reply. Box 200, c/o Woolwich 
Observer, 20-B Arthur St. N. 
Elmira, On. N3B 1Z9.

 

Come Join Our Team! 
Toyota Boshoku is a world class automotive interior parts supplier.  We are 

currently recruiting for the following positions at our Elmira facility: 

Manufacturing Team Members 
Manufacturing Team Members must be capable of working in a fast paced automotive 

manufacturing environment.  Experience in robotic welding, injection molding, and assembly 
in the automotive industry will be considered assets. 

Must be able to work rotating shifts (days & afternoons) 
 

To begin a challenging and rewarding career, please submit your resume to: 
e-mail: elmiraapps@tbamerica.com 

 

 

#1 IN THE REGION
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

GENERAL

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

Call Us At
(519)669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
31 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

Quality Collision Service

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

CLEANING FINANCIAL SERVICES

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements 
Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FOR THE 
MUSIC-LOVER IN 

YOUR LIFE
 We’ll transfer music 

from LPs, 45s, 78s and 
cassettes to CDs.

More Info & pricing 
vinylp2cd@gmail.com
519-669-0541 

ELMIRA, ON

We’ll take your 
favourite albums, 
clean up clicks, 
pops and surface 
noise and enhance 
the overall sound 
of the recording.

GENERAL SERVICES

FAMILY ALBUM

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off and Pick up Service
     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607

Call for Details

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Have You Paid Enough
Taxes? Call Us For Our

PAY NO
TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

www.completecarpetcare.ca

Vince’s 
Retirement!

Please join us to
celebrate Vince’s 

Retirement.

Friday, March 
23rd

Spilek Weiss Electric, 
64 Howard Ave. Unit 5, 

Elmira

Open House 
2-6pm

Stag and Doe:
Jason Duskocy  & Pagan Hovinga

March 24 at The Lions Hall, 40 South St. 
W., Elmira ON.  8pm - 1am. Music, games, 
prizes, food and good times! 

Tickets available at the door.  $10 each

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

STAG & DOE RETIREMENT

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira 
519.669.5313

MON-THURS 3PM TO 6PM | FRI 12PM TO 6PM
SAT 9AM TO 5PM | SUN 12PM TO 3PM

BIRTHDAY

Apple Albert is 
turning 80!

Happy Birthday Wishes from Ruby, 
his five daughters and families.

Happy  60th 
Birthday Del

Love: The Family

BIRTHDAY

DEATH NOTICES

ALBRECHT, MENNO |  Of RR1 Tiverton, at his residence on 
Thursday, March 8, 2012 in his 34th year. Local relatives are 
his sister Catherine (Ezra) Kuepfer of Linwood.

DIETZ, HELEN EDITH (KLEIST) |  Of Mildmay, passed away at 
South Bruce Grey Health Centre, Walkerton, on Monday, 
March 12, 2012 in her 84th year. Local relatives are her 
daughter Sharon and her husband David Randall of 
Heidelberg.

EHRLICH, PETER S. W. |  Passed away peacefully at Caressant 
Care Nursing Home, Fergus, on Saturday, March 10, 2012, in 
his 70th year. Peter Ehrlich is the beloved husband of Ina 
(Brandt) Ehrlich of Elmira.

FREY, MARIE |  Peacefully at her home on Thursday, March 
8, 2012, Marie Frey of Linwood, in her 53rd year.

HETHERINGTON, BILL WILLIAM JOHN |  age 93, a resident of 
Sunnyside Nursing Home, Kitchener and formerly of 
Stratford, passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Kitchener on March 12, 2012. Local relatives are his daugh-
ter Peggy Manley (Kevin) of Wellesley.

HOFFMAN, NAOMI (NEE MARTIN) |  1916 - 2012 Passed away 
peacefully at Twin Oaks of Maryhill on Friday, March 9, 2012 
at the age of 95.

HOLLINGER, DOROTHY IRENE  (ROGERS) | Daughter of the 
late Letitia Fear and Albert Rogers entered into rest in her 
93rd year. Local relative are her son Norman and Sharon 
Hollinger of Elmira.

KARN, MARIE M. |  Marie was born in Kitchener on July 
15, 1922 and passed away at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener on Friday, March 9, 2012, in her 90th year. Local 
relatives are her son Donald and his wife Della Karn of 
Maryhill.

MARTIN, EDNA S. |  Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital, Kitchener, on Saturday, March 10, 2012, 
in her 87th year.

METZGER, FLORENCE (MARTIN) |  Of Wellesley, peacefully 
entered the presence of the Lord surrounded by her family 
on Wednesday, March 7, 2012 in her 70th year.

SCHWEITZER, DORIS M. | Passed away on Tuesday, March 
13, 2012 in Waterloo, age 89 years. Local relatives are her 
daughter Linda and her husband Jim Schwindt of Elmira.

WILES, SHIRLEY HAZEL  (NEE MCINTYRE) |  Passed away at St. 
Andrews Terrace, Cambridge, on Sunday, March 11, 2012 at 
age 82. Local relative is her sister Donna Bettke of Elmira.

MORE FAMILY ALBUM ON PAGE 21
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GENERAL SERVICE

HEALTH SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

BOWEN THERAPY

Call Now!

      Kevin Bartley, B.A. Hons.,
Professional  Bowenwork Practitioner

60 Memorial Avenue, Elmira (519) 669-0112

Every Body is Better with Bowen!

       ...is the solution for your PAIN! Benefits 
may be evident as early as the first session. 
Treatments are safe for everyone from infants to 
the elderly.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
• High Quality Installation of Steel & Aluminum Eavestrough

• Rugged Steel Eavestrough for Today’s Metal Roofing Systems

JEREMY MARTIN
PH  519-502-4679 | Fax 519-291-6624

xcountryeaves@live.ca

8632 Concession 3, RR#3  Listowel, ON, N4W 3G8

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 Wood, Pellet or Gas?
 Insert or Free Standing?
 Traditional or Contemporary Styling?
 Practical, Cost Effective, Top Performer?

1871 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo | 519-664-3800 or 877-664-3802

www.fergusfireplace.com

180 St. Andrew St. W., Fergus 
519-843-4845 or 888-871-4592

Celebrating Our 
17th Year At

Floor Model Sale On Now!
Let Us Help You Get Cozy

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations
WINDOWS & DOORS | ROOFING  

SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA | DRYWALL  
ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.669.9308
1722 Floradale Rd., Elmira, ON, N3B 2Z1

Home
Improvements

OUTDOOR SERVICES

For more information contact: JEFF BASLER
RR 1, Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z1 | Mobile: 519-505-0985 | Office: 519-669-9081  

Fax: 519-669-9819 | Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

OUR EQUIPMENT CAN 
HANDLE TOUGH BRUSH  

& LONG GRASS!

OFFERING A QUICK AND EASY WAY 
TO RECLAIM UNUSED LAND

SERVICE ANYWHERE IN ONTARIO

Davco Forestry Brush Mower capable of mowing up to 
6" diameter brush and also for mowing any long grass.

MANY APPLICATIONS:
• Industrial lots
• Pasture reclaimation
• Golf courses
• Cottages
• Trail maintenance &  
   development
• Real estate lots
• Orchard maintenance
• Ski resorts
• Wooded lot thinning, etc.

HELPING RECLAIM YOUR
UNUSED LAND!

• Environmentally friendly
• Extremely low ground pressure
• Returns nutrients back to soil
• No erosion problems - leaves soil structure intact
• No Burning
• No harm to keeper trees

•Tree Trimming & Removal
• Aerial Bucket Trucks
• Stump Grinding
• Arborist Evaluations
• Fully Insured & Certified
• Certified to Work
   Near Power Lines

FREE
ESTIMATES

PLUMBING SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

WE’RE 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE.
We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise 
your businesses 
services here. Get 
weekly exposure 
with fantastic 
results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HEALTH SERVICES

BOOK YOUR SPRING GRADING
BEFORE APRIL 15 AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT

FARMING SERVICES
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

$500.00 donation will be 
made with every home bought 

or sold by Paul in Woolwich.

Visit us at our NEW LOCATION!  
3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Elmira - Perfect for empty nesters! 
Don’t miss out on this semi detached 
raised bungalow. Complete with main 
floor laundry, 4 piece ensuite and open 
concept eat-in kitchen and living room. 
All the conveniences on one floor. The 
small yard will be easy to care for!  The 
large garage is 17.5ft x 20ft, perfect for 
storage and still have room for a 
vehicle.  Located close to downtown, 
walking distance to library, restaurants 
and banks. MLS Call Paul direct.

Elmira - Looking to downsize?  Then 
don’t miss this brand new, open 
concept semi.  All the conveniences on 
one floor, main floor laundry, master 
bedroom with ensuite, second 
bedroom, eat in kitchen and sizeable 
living room with garden door.  The 
small yard will be easy to care for!  The 
large garage is 17.5ft x 20ft, perfect for 
storage and still have room for a 
vehicle.  Located close to downtown, 
walking distance to library, restaurants 
and banks. MLS Call Paul direct.

THINKING ABOUT 
DOWNSIZING

RAISED 
BUNGALOW

$299,900$299,900 $299,900$299,900

LOOK NO FURTHER
Waterloo - Situated in a great neighbourhood, this 
Kenmore built townhome has been updated and 
tastefully decorated throughout.  Freshly finished 
basement (2011), most flooring's replaced (2011), 
some paint and baseboards (2011), appliances 
included, A/C, gas fireplace, minutes to all 
amenities, lot is 126ft deep. MLS Call Alli direct.

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

A donation of 
$300.00 with any 

home bought or sold 
through Alli or Bill.

$749,900$749,900
$675,000$675,000

BUNGALOW W/20,000 SQ. FT. 2 STOREY BARN

CUSTOM BUILT BUNGALOW

$329,000$329,000

GREEN SPACE
Elmira - no backyard neighbours. This beautiful back 
split home with sunroom overlooking natural green 
space. Move in condition! Carpet free main floor with 
new hardwood and ceramic.  Kitchen updates include 
granite countertops and new backsplash. Concrete 
driveway and over sized garage (1.5). Unspoiled 4th 
level perfect for games/playroom waiting for your 
finishing touches.  MLS Call Paul direct.

HOBBY FARM

Woolwich - Loc’d on 20 acres. Spacious 2400 sqft bungalow equip’d w/MF lndry, sep dr, huge fin’d bsmnt & walk 
up to garage. Open kit & FM w/wood fp. Master w/huge walk in closet & attractive slider to 3 tiered composite 
deck w/hot tub. 25x36 ft insulated, heated shop, 100amp w/bathrm & phone. 20,000 sqft 2 storey barn equipped 
for chickens or turkeys, currently empty. 17 acres of bush w/trail, mostly hardwood & poplar. MLS Call Paul direct.

Elmira - 79.5ft x 274ft Lot. Call and design this home to 
fit your needs and wants. Spacious bungalow on large 
treed lot. Stairway from garage to basement. Custom 
designed kitchen. Huron Homes will entertain other 
plans for houses on this lot. Call 519-503-9533 to have a 
look at the blueprints. MLS Call Paul direct.

$239,900$239,900
4 SPACIOUS LEVELS

Elmira - Roomy 4 level Back split semi. Equipped 
with 3+1 spacious bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, living 
room, family room, rec room/games room and 
workshop! Featuring: spacious living room, 
completely carpet free home, attractive french 
doors and whirlpool bath. Located on 149 ft deep lot 
with shed, mature trees, Double interlock driveway 
and no backyard neighbors. MLS Call Paul direct.

$229,900$229,900
WHAT A DEAL!

Elmira - Don’t miss this convenient home full of 
personality. Close to downtown and bus route. 
Many updates including: mudroom at side entrance, 
kitchen updates, unique ceramic tile throughout and 
finished basement. Single garage equipped with 
separate workshop room. Back slider to fenced yard 
with large deck and shed. MLS Call Paul direct.

NEW PRICE

OPEN HOUSE - 3 Raising Mill Gate, Elmira | Sat., Mar. 17 2-4pm

OPEN HOUSE - 337 Dearborn Blvd,,
Waterloo | Sun., Mar. 18, 2-4pm

$289,900$289,900

 
OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

(Across from Home Hardware)

KATHY ROBINSON
***Broker of Record 
519.292.0362

YOUR DOLLAR WILL GO FURTHER HERE!
552 MAIN ST. PALMERSTON

NEW Impressive all brick bungalow 
w/walkout bsmt. 3 bdrms, 2 baths, 
great rm w/vaulted ceilings, gas fp & 
mantel, rich oak kitchen w/ island, 
main floor laundry, central air & carpet 
free floors. Double garage w/ basement 
entrance. House is maintenance free on 
an oversized lot with deck, paved 
driveway and Tarion Warranty. 
$349,900. Call: Edith 519.638.2509(h) 
519.741.679(c). MLS 1211587.

EDITH MCARTHUR
*Sales Representative

519.638.2509

Coach House Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

159 William St., 
Palmerston

coachhouse@wightman.ca   I    www.coachhouserealty.ca

OPEN HOUSE SUN., MAR. 18 1-3 | 58 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

Impressive country & beautifully 
manicured 3.75 acres w/lots of trees 
& great view on paved rd. Minutes to 
town. 1750 sq.ft. immaculate 
bungalow w/4 bdrms & 3.5 baths 
w/geo-thermal heating & cooling 
system plus lots more. $375,000 Call: 
Kathy 519.292.0362 MLS 1215161.

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Brad Martin 
Broker of Record,  MVA Residential  

Res: 519.669.1068

Julie Heckendorn 
Broker  

Res: 519.669.8629

Tracey Williams 
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519.505.0627

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-2772
www.thurrealestate.com

Brokerage

V I C T O R I A  G L E N 
-  spotless raised 
bungalow across from 
protected parkland. 3 
bdrms, 2 bath. Roof, 
furnace & air cond. (‘11). 
Reno’d main bth w/
maple vanity & granite. 
Rec. rm. & office. Dble. 
concrete driveway. Quiet 
street. MLS $297,900.

AFFORDABLE CONDO  
- Why rent? 2 bdrm 
(extra-large master). 4 
appl. Incl. Fin. rec. room 
& 2 pc. washroom. 
Private patio backs 
to courtyard. Well 
maintained bldg. 
Private parking spot. 
MLS $143,500.

OFFICE SPACE FOR 
LEASE -  Approx. 3000 
sq. ft. Large open room. 
Private offices, board 
room and washrooms. 
Lots of parking. Great 
exposure between Elmira 
& St. Jacobs. MLS $2,500/
MONTH.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Learn More About Sunlight Heritage Homes and Our fine 
communities by Visiting us Today!

Sunlight Homes

Have a question? Email us at: info@sunlighthomes.ca

Many models to choose from

www.sunlighthomes.ca 519.787.0203

Alyssa Henry
Sales Representative

Lisa Hansen Tribble
Sales Representative

Drayton Heights 
VISIT US SATURDAY AND SUNDAY!

Many models to choose from

Choose from one 
of our plans or let 
us custom build 
your home fully 

detached.
Homes starting  

from

$239,990

The Edge Semi-detached homes  from $189,990

BONNIE BRUBACHER
Broker of Record

SHANNA ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE LANGDON
Sales Representative 

MONIQUE ROES
Sales RepresentativeElmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
ELMIRA REAL ESTATE SERVICES

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

COUNTRY LIVING

$299,900 Elmira. Well maintained & updated 2 
storey built in 1998! New carpeting, ceramic in 
upper baths including ensuite, finished 
basement/2011, open concept main floor, gas 
fireplace, walkout to deck and fenced yd backing 
onto creek, oversized garage, double driveway 
++++ MLS

OPEN HOUSE SAT. MAR. 17TH 2-4
150 James St., Rothsay

$319,000.  An awesome opportunity to live in the 
country! This 1,775 square foot home built on a .6 
acre lot features a very large kitchen, charming open 
dining and eating area, walk-out basement, wrap 
around deck and an almost new furnace. Basement 
includes 2 fully finished bedrooms, a 4 piece bath and 
a partially finished rec room and second kitchen. MLS

JUST MOVE IN!

$229,900 Elmira. Location Location! Conveniently 
situated just off the main street on Memorial Ave., 
corner lot, great exposure, onsite parking,  many uses 
for this commercial building or a great investment 
opportunity with  2nd floor spacious apartment with 
oak kitchen, appliances, separate entrance & hydro. 
MLS

READY FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

$775000. ELMIRA.   4+ Bedroom and Bath spacious home. Generous sized 
rooms for entertaining, lovely new kitchen and fantastic dining room that could 
seat 20+ people. Outside heated shop, additional parking area, inground pool 
and cabana. 3.74 acres awaits your visit. MLS

EDGE OF TOWN

$1,100,000. FLORADALE.   3 Bedroom , Bath ranch bungalow. Birds eye view 
from oversized windows of picturesque surroundings. Open concept 
mainfloor, with full finished walkout basement. Triple garage, plus detached 
shop. 20 Acres of property. Call for your appointment today. MLS

BACKING ONTO MATURE BUSH

ANNOUNCEMENT
 It is a pleasure to Congratulate the following Award 

Winners for their outstanding service in 2011.

Their professional commitment in being a Realtor with 
our company has passed through many clients who have 
Purchased and Sold their homes.  

To their clients, A big Thank you for putting your trust in their 
services and look forward to your continued support.
We are proud to have them associated with our firm and best 
wishes for continued success. 

25%* , 10%*, 3%* Awardees represent the top percent of 
their residential marketplace, based on sales earnings across 
Canada of Royal LePage Real Estate Services, Realtors.  

SHANNA 
ROZEMA
BROKER

PRESIDENTS GOLD
TOP 10%*

MONIQUE 
 ROES

SALES REP.
SALES ACHIEVEMENT

TOP 25%*

BONNIE 
BRUBACHER

BROKER OF RECORD
DIAMOND AWARD

TOP 3%*

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
ELMIRA REAL ESTATE SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CROSSWORD PUZZLER THE BIG EASY THE CHALLENGE

PAPE, Leslie
Peacefully at Sakura House, on Monday 
March 12, 2012, Leslie Pape of Woodstock 
in his 81st year. Beloved husband of 
Violet Pape (nee Koch) for over 50 years. 
Loved father of Derek (Julia) of London 
and Nathan (Kim) of Elmira. Much 
loved grandfather of Amanda, Zoe and 
Sarah. Also survived by his sister Marie 
Bellocco of Italy, as well as many other 
nieces, nephews and extended family 
members. Cremation has taken place. 
A private family graveside service will 
take place at a later date in Elmira. 
In lieu of flowers, contributions to 
the VON Sakura House would be 
appreciated, and may be arranged 
through the Brock and Visser Funeral 
Home Woodstock, 519-539-0004.  
Online condolences at:

www.brockandvisser.com

OBITUARY

MADDEN, PATRICIA JOAN 
(Née Marr)

Surrounded by family at the Peterbor-
ough Regional Health Center on Tues-
day, March 13, 2012.  Loving Partner of 
David Madden for 46 years.  Supportive 
mother of Julia Grace (Wayne Reeves) 
and Tom (Lori).  Proud Grandma of 
Brynne and Ben.  Loving sister of Mary 
Lou Gill (Irv) and sister in law to Helen 
Madden and Sylvia Mooney (Derek).  
Pat will be missed by close cousin Joy 
Pentilla, niece Carrie Leigh, nephew 
Bob and overseas family Helen, Vic-
toria, Simon and Rebecca.  Fondly 
remembered by friends in Peterbor-
ough, Bowmanville and Elmira.  A 
Celebration of Pat’s Life will be held at 
a later date.  If desired condolences to 
the family or donations can be made 
to the Toronto Humane Society or the 
Canadian Wildlife Federation at www.
CommunityAlternative.ca or by calling 
705-742-1875

www.communityal ternat ive.com

OBITUARY

FAMILY ALBUM CONTINUED

WHETHER YOU’RE  
STARTING OUT OR  
EMPTYING THE NEST. 
START YOUR PROPERTY  
SEARCH HERE.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

FOR RENT.
WITH REAL 
INVESTMENT 
YOU WILL 
SEE A REAL 
RETURN. 
MAKE THIS 
SPACE YOUR 
NEW HOME. 
ADVERTISE 
WITH US 
TODAY.
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If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the pro-
posed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before 
April 3, 2012 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report 
prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting.  Any 
comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the 
authority of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released 
to the public.  Questions about this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom 
of Information Officer at 519-669-6005 or 519-664-2613 ext. 6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background mate-
rial relating to this application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning 
Services Department between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the 
Township website at www.woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich

Engineering and Planning Services Department
Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6

Telephone: 519-669-1647 / 519-664-2613
Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 17th day of March, 2012.

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
Ernst Street Reconstruction

(From Arthur Street South to Snyder Avenue South)

Tender 2012-02

Sealed Tenders on supplied forms will be received by the Township of Woolwich until 1:00 
pm local time on Thursday, March 29th, 2012 and opened publicly as soon as possible 
thereafter at the municipal office located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

The work includes the replacement of the existing sanitary sewers, cellar drains, storm 
sewers, watermain, roadway, curb and gutter, sidewalks and municipal service connections 
to the street property line for Ernst Street (From Arthur Street South to Snyder Avenue South) 
extending over an approximate distance of 260 metres.

Plans, specifications and tender forms may be obtained from the Engineer: IBI Group at 
17-105 Lexington Road, Waterloo, Ontario N2J 4R7, (519) 585-2255 for a non-refundable 
fee of $75.00 (HST included), payable to IBI Group. Documents may only be picked up after 
9:00am on Tuesday, March 13, 2012.

A bid bond in the amount of 10% of the bid and an Agreement to Bond must accompany 
each Tender. The successful Tenderer will be required to provide a 100% Performance Bond 
and a 100% Labour and Material Payment Bond upon execution of the Contract.

The lowest or any Tender will not necessarily be accepted. Construction is anticipated to 
commence by May 7, 2012 pending approvals.

 OWNER     CONSULTING ENGINEER
 Township of Woolwich    IBI Group
 24 Church Street West   Suite 17 – 105 Lexington Road
 Elmira, ON   N3B 2Z6    Waterloo, ON    N2J 4R7
 Mr. Richard Sigurdson, C.E.T.   Kelly Cobbe, P.Eng
 Manager of Engineering   Associate Director
 Tel: 519-669-6033     Tel: 519-585-2255
 Fax: 519-669-4669    Fax: 519-585-2269
 E-mail: rsigurdson@woolwich.ca   E-mail: kcobbe@IBIGroup.com

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL  

ASSESSMENT    
Floradale Road Structure #050106

NOTICE OF STUDY COMPLETION

THE STUDY
The Township of Woolwich, through their consultant AECOM, has undertaken an Environ-
mental Assessment for the Floradale Road structure #050106, to assess potential rehabili-
tation or replacement options for the bridge.  The project was carried out under Schedule 
“B” in accordance with the requirements of the Class Environmental Assessment for Mu-
nicipal Projects.  The map below shows the location of the structure.  The study report is 
available for viewing at the following location:

Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

Interested persons should provide written comment on the report within 30 calendar days 
from the date of this Notice. Comments should be directed to:

Mr. Richard Sigurdson, C.E.T.
Manager of Engineering
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West
PO Box 158
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-6033
Fax: 519-669-4669
rsigurdson@woolwich.ca 

If concerns arise regarding this project which cannot be resolved in discussion with 
the Township of Woolwich, a person or party may request that the Minister of the Envi-
ronment make an order for the project to comply with Part II of the Environmental As-
sessment Act (referred to as a Part II Order), which addresses individual environment 
assessments. Requests must be received by the Minister at the address below within 
thirty (30) calendar days of the issue of this Notice.  A copy of the request must also 
be sent to Mr. Richard Sigurdson at the Township of Woolwich, using the above listed 
contact information. If there is no request received on or before thirty (30) days after 
the notice has been given, the bridge works will proceed to design and construction as 
presented in the report.

Minister of the Environment
12th Floor, 135 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5

Mr. Scott Davis, P. Eng.
Senior Structural Engineer, Bridge Design
AECOM Canada Ltd.
50 Sportsworld Crossing Road, Suite 290
Kitchener Ontario 
Tel: 519-650-8705
Fax: 519-650-3425
Scott.Davis@aecom.com

...Continued 
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LIVING HERE
HEALTH / COMING TOGETHER

In hope of a cure

Here at The Culinary 
Studio, we often have find 
that people are willing to 
try something either for the 
first time, or, better yet, try 
something for the second 
time, particularly a type 
of food that they may not 
have enjoyed in the past. 

It gives us great joy to see 
people enjoying food that 
has been properly cooked 
or seasoned.  Cooking and 
seasoning, coupled with 
using food that is in season 
or is great quality can make 
a huge difference in the 
success of any dish.  

There are two foods, 
however, that we come 
across often enough that 
people really don’t care for, 
and that we try to change 
their minds on: fish and 
tomatoes.  

Fish: it has to be the 
freshest you can find; 
even a couple days in the 
fridge can make a differ-
ence in taste. That’s one 
reason to buy from a local 
fishmonger, such as T and 
J Seafood’s. They know 
when the fish was caught, 
and how long it has been 
stored. Two: Fish should 
not be overcooked, which 
leads to a dry and tasteless 
product. The recipe below 
gives it a quick 30-minute 
marinade. At T and J’s you 
can ask for ‘Sushi-grade’ 
salmon. This doesn’t mean 

A great way 
to enjoy both 
fish and 
tomatoes

CHEF’S TABLE/   
KIRSTIE HERBSTREIT    
& JODI O’MALLEY

RECIPE
NOTES

CHEF’S TABLE | 26

JAMES JACKSON

ARTHRITIS | 26

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

NEW  
LOCATION!

Auto Care Tip of the Week
Have you had your car’s engine air filter replaced recently? 
It is a good idea to have it replaced periodically even though 
it may not appear dirty. During wet or rainy conditions some 
moisture will be drawn through the filter and after it dries 
the paper will be hardened, reducing the amount of airflow 
through the filter. Check our website for special savings on 
replacement air filters!   

- MAYNARD BAUMAN

The pain started in 
June of 2008, when Derek 
Beam was just six years 
old.

One Saturday the St. 
Clements boy bumped his 
knee while playing, and 
it swelled up to several 
times its normal size. Four 
days later the swelling still 
had not gone down, and 
Derek had also developed 
a fever and a rash, and 
he couldn’t even walk 
because the pain was so 
intense.

His parents took him to 
their family doctor, who 
then suggested they take 
the boy to the emergency 
room. Once there, doc-
tors administered several 
tests and the family had to 
return every day for close 
to a week, but they still 
didn’t have any answers.

Finally, after six weeks 
of testing, he was referred 
to Sick Kids Hospital in 
Toronto, where pediatri-
cians confirmed what 
doctors in Kitchener sus-
pected – Derek was suffer-
ing from systemic juvenile 
rheumatoid arthritis.

“I always thought ar-
thritis was an elderly dis-
ease,” said Derek’s mother, 
Tracey, when describing 
the shock she and her hus-
band Dave felt when the 
diagnosis was made.

“I remember my grand-
mother having it. I didn’t 
know that children could 
get any form of arthritis.”

While it may be rela-

Family of St. Clements boy with 
juvenile arthritis finding plenty of 
support in the community

tively unheard of, juvenile 
arthritis is actually one of 
the most common chronic 
illnesses affecting chil-
dren – according to the 
Arthritis Society, one in 
1,000 children under 16 
has the affliction.

Unlike other forms 
of juvenile arthritis – of 
which there are nearly 100 
– the type Derek has also 
impacts his organs, such 
as enlargement of the liver 
and spleen, inflammation 
of the lungs, and inflam-
mation around his heart, 
and he will never outgrow 
it.

Derek has been on a 
wide range of drugs since 
his first diagnosis four 
years ago, including 
prednisone, metho-
trexate and other 
anti-inflammatory 
drugs and steroids.

He has recently 
switched to a new medica-
tion that seems to work 
well at controlling the 
pain and discomfort, but 
it must be administered 
intravenously every two 
weeks at Sick Kids Hos-
pital.

The pain got so bad 
two weeks ago that Derek 
had to be hospitalized for 
three days and receive 
joint injections under gen-
eral anesthetic.

His mother said that 
only when the pain be-
comes unbearable will 
Derek ask for the medica-
tion.

“He’s not a complainer. 
When he is in pain it’s 

normally to the point 
where he’s not mobile any 
longer and he cries be-
cause it hurts so much.

“There are many nights 
or days that I’ve sat with 
him on the couch and fed 
him dinner, or had to get 
him dressed, just because 
it hurt so much, be it in 
his wrist, shoulder, knee, 
ankles, or wherever.”

Juvenile arthritis can 
strike at any time, and 
Tracey has spoken with a 

family whose 18-month-
old was diagnosed with 
the disorder, and it is in-
credibly hard for her to see 
her son in so much pain 
and discomfort – especial-
ly when one day he can be 
fine and acting like a nor-
mal child, and the next be 
immobilized by the pain.

“It’s like a roller coaster, 
but you never know when 
you’re going to start your 
ride.”

Tracey said that when 

he feels healthy, her son 
can keep up with the other 
boys in his class at school, 
but his arthritis prevents 
him from participating 
in any types of organized 
sports – he tried ball hock-
ey for two years, but by the 
end of his second year he 
had to stop because of the 
pain.

He does, however, love 
to swim and his family 

Derek Beam (right) has suffered from systemic juvenile arthritis for the past four years. His mother Tracey and brother Devin are part of a 
team called “Derek’s Destroyers” that are trying to raise funds for research into the disorder. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

Pamper Yourself For 
A Year Raffle 

Draw Date March 10th, 2012.

KIN 
KORNER

Get your tickets soon! 

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

S. T 
C C
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at John Mahood Public School 

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM

Mar. 18
The Cure

For
Jealousy

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

- The Junction -
Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Worship Service - 10:30am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

Sunday School
at  9:30am

Service  at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, March 18, 2012
9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Speaker: Dr. Kirk Durston

 Series: Thinking Through Today’s Issues
#4 - “Homosexuality” 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

 

Discovering God Together

The Gospel in the OT

God’s Delight

Ron Seabrooke

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

10:30am Worship Service

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

www.stpaulselmira.ca

9:15am Sunday School

MARCH 16

FAMILY GAMES DAY FROM 1:30-8:30 p.m. at Elmira 
Branch Library. Fun for all ages! Free! Drop in to 
play or watch Word Games and More! For more 
information call 519-669-5477.

GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS QUIZ from 2-3 p.m. 
at Elmira Branch Library. For  ages 9-15. Free! Play 
individually or in teams. For more information call 
519-669-5477.

MARCH 17

ST. PATRICK’S DAY ROAST Beef Dinner; 5 & 7 p.m. 
sittings. Adults $12; children 6-10 $5; 5 & under $2. 
Fabulous dessert bar. Get your tickets at the Legion 
bar. First come, first served: we do not reserve tickets.  
Royal Canadian Legion Br. 469, Ladies Auxiliary, 11 
First St. E., Elmira. 

MARCH 18

VOICES OF HOPE CHORAL Ensemble and Waterloo 
Chamber Players present: Requiem, W.A. Mozart. 
Conducted by Gordon Burnett. 3 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church, 173 Lourdes St. Waterloo. Pay what 
you can event. Proceeds shared between Alzheimer 
Society Kitchener-Waterloo and Waterloo Chamber 
Players. For more information call 519-886-1978 or 
burnett@golden.net

MARCH 19

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society presents 

“Outdoor Landscaping” with landscape designer 
Louise Bexton at Trinity United Church, Elmira. 7:30 
p.m. Everyone welcome. Contact 519-669-2458.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB, NOON, doors open at 11:30 
a.m., at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira (community room). Join us for a noon 
day meal and fellowship. For more information call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-669-3023.

MARCH 20

BINGO – 7 P.M. at St. Clements Community Centre 
sponsored by Paradise & District Lions Club. For more 
information contact Joe Brick 519-699-4022.

MONTHLY TUESDAY LUNCHEON. GALE Presbyterian 
Church, 2 Cross St., Elmira. 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Menu: 
Meat loaf with gravy, mashed potatoes, green peas, 
salad, key lime pie, coffee or tea. 

MARCH 21

WHY WEIGHT? YOU MATTER! March 21 – May 9th, 1-3 
p.m. An 8 week course for people challenged with 
maintaining healthy habits in choosing and eating 
food as well as exercising regularly. You will explore 
your emotional relationship with food and the 
origins of your eating habits. This class will be held 
at 9 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs (WCHC physio office). For 
more information call 519-664-3794.

STAMP CAMP - 7-8 p.m. at Elmira Branch Library, 
65 Arthur St. S. Elmira. Join us for beginner stamp 
collecting. Free for ages 5 to 15. Space is limited. For 

more information call the Elmira Branch Library at 
519-669-5477. 

WATERLOO 4-H SIGN UP Night; 7 p.m., St. Agatha 
Community Centre. Come out and learn about what 
clubs are being offered in Waterloo 4-H this year. 
Get the chance to learn about 4-H and meet other 
members and leaders. 4-H is for youth aged 9-21 as 
of January 1st, 2012. for more information call Kim 
McKenzie 1-877-661-6667 or info@waterloo4-h.ca.

MARCH 22

WEEKLY BINGO 7 P.M. at Elmira Lions Hall, 40 South 
St., Elmira. All proceeds go to support the many 
projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. For more 
information call 519-500-1434.

MACULAR DEGENERATION - WHAT is it? 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
What can be done about it? How can we live with it? 
Join Dr. Plotkin and Dr. Labreche from the University 
of Waterloo School of Optometry to learn more 
about his condition. Held at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs.  For more 
information call 519-664-3794.

FOSTER PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT 7-8:30 .m. at 
Grand River Collegiate Institute, 175 Indian Road, 
Kitchener. There are children in your community 
who need a safe, nurturing foster home. Join us for 
an opportunity to learn about becoming a foster 
parent. For more information call 519-576-0540 or 
www.fosteringkids.ca Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr. St. Jacobs.  For more information call 
Heidi at  519-664-3794, ext. 237.

  

THERE ARE SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT 
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 
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ARTHRITIS: Funding research is the hope 
for Derek and others dealing with this affliction

Teriyaki Sesame: Blend 
soy sauce, Sake, brown 
sugar and ginger in a 
saucepan; heat and sim-
mer a couple minutes un-
til sugar is dissolved; cool; 

Dry toast sesame seeds 
in a pan on the stove until 
lightly browned;

Marinate salmon in soy 
mixture for about 30 min-
utes, at room temperature;  

Broil or grill on high 
until done, but not over 

cooked, about 4-8 minutes 
depending on thickness 
of filet;

Top with sesame seeds 
as soon as they are cooked.

Fried Tomatoes: Heat a 
heavy pan over medium 
heat with a layer of olive 
oil;

Add tomato slices and 
sprinkle with salt and 
oregano;

Reduce heat to low and 
cook slowly for 10-15 min-
utes;

Add cheese for the last 
5 minutes of cooking and 
broil lightly if desired.

Ingredients
4-6oz salmon filet portions
1/2 cup soy sauce
1/2  cup sake
1/4  cup brown sugar
1 tsp fresh ginger, grated 

1 tbsp sesame seeds

Ingredients
Four 3/4-inch slices of beef-
steak tomato 
Olive oil 
Sea salt 
1/2 tsp dried oregano 
8 slices of sharp tasting 
cheese (old cheddar, par-
mesan, pecorino) 

Teriyaki 
Sesame

Fried 
Tomatoes 

CHEF’S TABLE: Tasty things to do with foods 
that aren’t always on everybody’s list of favourites
FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Chefs Kirstie Herbstreit and 
Jody O’Malley are both Red Seal 
certified chefs. Together they run 
The Culinary Studio, which offers 
classes, demonstrations and 
private dinners. To contact the 
chefs, visit their website  
www.theculinarystudio.ca

Lending is 
different at MSCU

*Rate subject to change

.49%* 35 Year Term

Residential Mortgage Special

Heidi Harris
Personal Lender 

www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529
A Mennonite financial cooperative serving 
communities of faith across Ontario

We encourage responsible 
use of credit, apply faith-based 
stewardship principles, and seek 
to live out our values every day.
As a credit union, one member’s 
deposit becomes another 
member’s loan.

Call Heidi today  
and experience  
the MSCU difference.

eaten raw; it just means 
it is the best quality you 
can buy.  

Tomatoes: they must 
be in season and local.  
Believe it or not, the best 
tomatoes from Floralane 
Produce – ‘Elmira’s Own’ 
– are greenhouse grown 
and ready now. The recipe 
below is a fun, easy addi-
tion to a grilled steak, or 
even enjoyed on toasted 
baguette.

Due to his condition, Derek does not play organized sports, but he loves to swim and play video games, like the Nintendo Wii, with his 
younger brother. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

Sharon Foran and Terry Kelly – better known as the brother-sister duo Tickle Trunk Tunes – entertained children at the Elmira library on 
Wednesday afternoon with a show full of musical favourites, and fun activities like the limbo. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

FROM | 24

SOME DOWN-HOME FUN FOR MARCH BREAK

even had a pool installed 
at the end of last summer.

March is also juvenile 
arthritis month, and the 
family has worked hard 
to raise awareness and 
collect funds for the ar-
thritis society of Canada. 
On June 10 they will also 
participate in the national 
walk to fight arthritis at 
Bingemans in Kitchener.

Two years ago the fam-
ily collected $8,000 for the 
walk, and nearly doubled 
that in 2011 by collecting 
$15,000. They hope to col-
lect even more this year, 
and are also organizing 
a benefit dance at the St. 
Clements Community 

Centre on April 28 with 
tickets available for $10, 
as well as a charitable bar-
becue. 

Derek’s classmate is 
also selling candy kabobs 
during the month to raise 
money.

“It’s great that every 
body is coming together. 
You don’t feel so alone, 
and this year we’ve really 
seen everyone step up and 
it’s overwhelming.”

Although all the medi-
cation is covered under 
health insurance – Derek’s 
bi-weekly medication can 
cost upwards of $800 per 
dose – the family does in-
cur costs associated with 
driving to Toronto every 
couple of weeks, yet Trac-

ey said the family refuses 
to use any of their fund-
raising money towards 
their own costs.

“We’ve been asked if 
maybe we should take 
half the profits from this 
towards our expenses, but 
having a dance for us isn’t 
going to help find a cure 
for the disease, and that’s 
not going to help Derek. 

“We need to raise mon-
ey to help him, not help 
us.”

For more information 
on juvenile arthritis visit 
www.arthritis.ca and for 
more information on 
the fundraising efforts 
for Derek, call Tracey 
(519) 699-4545 or email 
hsweeth@golden.net.
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WEIRD
NOTES

Ever wonder why you can’t see the dark side of the moon?  

Q.  Why can’t you see 
the dark side of the 
moon?  If you could, 
what would you see?
A.  Due to the particu-
lar gravitational forces 
between the moon and 
the Earth, the moon takes 
just as long to rotate on 
its own axis as to revolve 
around the Earth; thus, the 
same side always faces us, 
says Clifford Pickover in 
“The Physics Book.”  The 
“dark side of the moon” is 
the common expression 
for this “far side” that can 

never be seen from the 
Earth.  The mysterious 
far side led to speculation 
that it might contain an 
unseen ocean of water, or 
harbor a hidden base for 
extraterrestrials.  Then in 
1959 we Earthlings got our 
first glimpse of the far side 
when it was photographed 
by the Soviet Luna 3 probe.  
“Physicists suggest that 
the far side might be used 
for a large radio telescope 
that is shielded from 
terrestrial radio interfer-
ence.” The dark side is 
actually a misnomer, as 
both the near and far sides 
receive similar amounts 
of sunlight.  But curiously, 
they have vastly different 
appearances, with the far 
side bearing a strangely 

rough and battered sur-
face.  In 1968, humans 
finally viewed the moon’s 
far side directly during the 
U.S.’s Apollo 8 mission.  
Astronaut William Anders 
described it this way:  “The 
backside looks like a sand 
pile my kids have played in 
for some time.  It’s all beat 
up, no definition, just a lot 
of bumps and holes.”

Q.  Body jewelry is quite 
fashionable but some 
people prefer to hold 
the jewelry in place 
with magnets instead 
of undergoing piercing.  
Is there any danger to 
wearing magnetically 
attached nose rings?
A.  A young woman 
wanted to wear magnetic 

earrings as nose rings; 
each ring was to be held by 
a magnet placed inside the 
nostril against the outward 
side, says Jearl Walker 
in “The Flying Circus of 
Physics.”  When she tried 
to mount the second ring, 
the two magnets strongly 
attracted each other and 
jumped to the narrow 
septum separating the 
two nostrils, fairly high up 
in the nose.  “There they 
stubbornly clung to each 
other, requiring her to 
make a trip to the hospital 
emergency room to have 
them removed.”

Q.  Few people think 
much about the simple 
act of opening a door by 
rotating a knob or push-

ing on a lever to release 
a bolt.  What might mo-
tivate someone to set up 
a camera to record such 
an act?
A.  Duke University 
civil engineering professor 
Henry Petroski observed 
his orange tabby cat Ted 
operating the lever on a 
patio door to unlock it and 
let himself out!  “I first 
saw Ted open the door by 
himself one night when 
I was reading in a nearby 
chair,” said Petroski in 
“American Scientist” 
magazine.  Doubtful that 
others would believe his 
cat tale, he started keeping 
a camera at the ready to 
catch Ted in the act.  How 
unique was Ted in doing 
this, Petroski wondered. 

So he did a Google search 
of “cats opening doors” 
and uncovered 3,130 im-
ages and 344 videos of 
feline door-openers as of 
September 2011.  “Indeed, 
I found that not only do 
cats learn how to operate 
door levers, they also man-
age to operate doorknobs.”  
Using two paws, cats can 
evidently develop enough 
frictional force between 
their paw pads and the 
doorknob surface to turn it 
and release the latch bolt. 
“The rest is easy.”

ACROSS
1. “___wax”
4. A somewhat high temp.
10. Witty remark
13. “The Catcher in the __”
14. Hokkaido native
15. Approximately 3.14159
16. Refers to a male
17. Timepiece, passage of 
time is indicated by flow
20. Big name in stationery
23. 10 C-notes
24. Cloak-and-dagger org.
25. Aden’s land
26. Currency, former East 
Germany
30. “rock ___”
31. Clinch, with “up”
33. Successful hit in music
36. Airline’s home base
37. Deception
38. Consumes
39. “At Seventeen” singer 

Janis
40. Travelling from place to 
place to work
43. Disturbance
46. “Fancy that!”
47. LP player
48. Chesterfields, e.g.
50. Russian assembly
54. Animal house
55. Planets of the zodiac
56. “Shoo!”
59. High school class
60. Death on the Nile cause, 
perhaps
61. 1969 Peace Prize grp.
63. The America’s Cup 
trophy, e.g.
64. “___ pleasure”
65. Hideous
DOWN
1. At one time, at one time
2. (India) Nurse for kids
3. Ashcroft’s predecessor

4. Card
5. Afflict
6. Biochemistry abbr.
7. Mideast capital
8. Command to a dog
9. ___ Master’s Voice
10. Dominant woman in an 
organization
11. Audience participates by 
telephone
12. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.
18. Couples
19. “Dear” one
21. Americium, a chemical 
element
22. 10 kilogauss
25. Offspring
27. Branch of orthodox 
Islam; mainly in Iran
28. “___ does it!”
29. Small British car
32. All ___
33. Literally, “king”

34. O. Henry’s “The Gift of 
the ___”
35. “___ I care!”
36. Hydrogen iodide, in 
chemistry

40. Data
41. Boris Godunov, for one
42. Change
44. Fastidious
45. “___ Baby Baby” 
(Linda Ronstadt hit)
49. Type of dairy products 
made in ancient Japan
51. Disney/Pixar film
52. “___, myself and I”
53. Alaska Airlines
56. ___ Khan
57. what you see is what you get
58. Copious
62. A room in a hospital
63. Australian runner

SOLUTION on page 21

SOLUTION: on page 21

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill a journalist, Rich holds a doc-
torate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com
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OBSERVER TRAVELS

Beijing, China

Dr. Colleen Willard-Holt & Dan Holt, Ph.D. 
Just returned from China after a 17 day trip. 
While both were busy doing workshops for 
five different schools, they found some time 
to sight see. Seen here in Tiananmen Square 
in front of the Forbidden City, they made sure 
to include the Observer in a photo.

LOCATION

CAPTION

Is Your Computer Running Slow?
Windows Computer Tune-Up Special: Only $39

Next Day Pick Up!

We have what you need...right here in town!

NEW ELECTRONICS STORE 
NOW OPEN: DOWNTOWN ELMIRA!

Waterloo Regional Electronics
10 Church St W (LOWER LEVEL) Elmira (519) 669-0755
Church & Arthur St - at the Royal Bank Corner

SUDOKU THE BIG EASY THE CHALLENGE OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the 
grid so that every row, 
every column and every 
3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 
only once. Each 3x3 box 
is outlined with a darker 
line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you 
started.

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.
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www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

THE NEWSPAPER IN-THE-KNOW.

We’re proud to continue our award-winning coverage of the community. It is an 
honour to be recognized by peers across the province and the country and being 
singled out for excellence in journalism. Every bit of our success is due to the sup-
port of our readers and advertisers; thanks for continuing to choose to support 
quality independent journalism.

READ ALL ABOUT IT.

BEST ALL-AROUND NEWSPAPER [CANADA]

BEST FRONT PAGE [CANADA]

BLUE RIBBON WINNER [CANADA]

GENERAL EXCELLENCE [ONTARIO]

BEST SPORTS SECTION [ONTARIO]

WEBSITE - SURFER’S SELECTION [ONTARIO]

SEE A COMPLETE LIST OF AWARDS AT HTTP://OBSERVERXTRA.COM/2/ABOUT-2/


