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Kings on the 
brinK for  
friday's game

Woolwich planning staff 
preparing for an OMB hearing 
got another earful this week from 
residents worried about the im-
pact of the proposed Jigs Hollow 
gravel pit.

Reflecting the coordinated ef-
fort that’s become the hallmark 
for opposition to gravel pits near 

oVerturned truck, sPilled grain close shantz station road

Shantz Station Road between Rider Road and Kossuth Road was closed for several hours on Tuesday when a truck pulling two semi trailers loaded with more than 30,000 kilograms of grain slid into a ditch and flipped around noon. The driver was taken to Grand River Hospital for 
treatment of minor injuries. Crews from Waterloo North Hydro responded to repair a snapped hydro pole. Police are continuing to investigate. [james jackson / the observer]

Residents go on the offensive prior to OMB process
Orchestrated critique of proposed Jigs Hollow gravel pit attacks the project on all fronts

steVe kannon residential areas, speakers ad-
dressing council Tuesday night 
hammered away at a long list of 
shortcomings in data presented 
to date by the applicant, Kuntz 
Topsoil, Sand and Gravel.

Not sure if they’ll be able to 
take part in mediation talks orga-
nized by the Ontario Municipal 
Board, scheduled for next month, 
the residents want to ensure 

their long list of concerns are 
addressed appropriately. From 
ruining tourism in the Winter-
bourne valley to unacceptable 
noise issues, they outlined the 
reasons why the township should 
turn down the zone-change ap-
plication.

The operation received condi-
tional approval from the previous 
council – one of its final actions 

in 2010 was voting in favour of 
the pit – but the new council was 
brought in on a wave of change, 
in large part driven by opposition 
to gravel pits. The township has 
five applications on the books, 
three of them larger operations 
within the vicinity of Conestogo, 
Winterbourne and West Mon-
trose. 

One of those – the Hunder De-

velopments application on 150 
acres of land on two farm proper-
ties located at 128 Katherine St. 
S. and 1081 Hunsberger Rd. – was 
turned down by council. It, too, 
is the subject of an OMB action, 
with a prehearing meeting set for 
Apr. 17.

The other is Guelph-based Cap-
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APRIL
IS THE MONTH TO
FIGHT BACK

WEAR A DAFFODIL
Every 3 minutes, cancer picks a fight with 
another Canadian. Show your support and 
let them know they’re not alone

fightback.ca
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at the 
Elmira Gift Outlet

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.
9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30

The Shops At Roxton

519.669.3072
www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

1 Union St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira

Promotion Runs 
April 2nd-7th

CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 6th.

Easter

Next
Senior’s 

Day
Thurs., 

Mar. 29th

INSIDE IS A 
TREAT FOR 
YOU OR A 

DISCOUNT TO 
BE APPLIED 

TO YOUR 
PURCHASE.

INSIDE IS A 
TREAT FOR 
YOU OR A 

DISCOUNT TO 
BE APPLIED 

TO YOUR 
PURCHASE.

With Each Purchase Pick 
An Egg From Our Basket. 
With Each Purchase Pick 
An Egg From Our Basket. 
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HOW TO REACH US Phone 519.669.5790  |  toll free 1.888.966.5942  |  fax 519.669.5753  |  online www.obSeRveRxTRA.CoM

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

Have you ever experienced a slight moment of 
panic when you couldn’t start your car because 
the key wouldn’t turn? If this happens try turning 
the steering wheel a ¼ turn one way or the 
other. Sometimes too much pressure from the 
steering wheel will jam the key mechanism.

- CODY SNYDER

CHECK OUR 
WEBSITE 

FOR CURRENT 

PROMOTIONS 

AND REBATES

Auto Care Tip of the Week

Wellesley council 
will have to wait until 
May for the final consul-
tants report on whether or 
not they should hire a new 
tax collector – a timeline 
that has some councillors 
seeing red.

“I have an issue with how 
long it’s taking,” said Coun. 
Shelley Wagner. “May 15th 
(they) will be coming back 
to council, and so we’ve 
been sitting in a position 
for two months having 
somebody evaluate this.

“Was there anyone else 
who could come sooner?”

The New Hamburg-based 
financial consultant Barcon 
was contacted following 
the Mar. 5 council meeting, 
and has scheduled a series 
of interviews with township 
staff on Apr. 12, and the 
review process will take an 
additional four weeks.

Township operations 
manager Willis McLaugh-
lin explained to Wagner 
that there was no one else 
who had the same experi-
ence with the township 

Watch for construc-
tion to get underway this 
spring as Woolwich council 
this week cleared the way 
for an accessible play-
ground in Elmira’s Gibson 
Park.

A spot east of the creek 
that flows through the First 
Street park will be the new 
home for the project orga-
nized by the Kate’s Kause 
charity.

Councillors needed little 
prompting Tuesday night 
following a presentation 
by director of recreation 
and facilities Karen Makela 
that showed overwhelming 
public support for the play-
ground. An open house was 
held Feb. 23 to discuss the 
Gibson Park location, and 
the township solicited in-
put directly from the public 
– “95 to 98 per cent of the 
feedback was supportive.”

For Mayor Todd Cowan, 
the decision was an easy 
one. “Let’s move ahead. 
We’ve done our due dili-
gence on this one.”

With the approvals in 
place, work can begin in 

Wellesley facing 
delays in review 
of proposed 
new position

Making the rounds

Dorothy Boshart of Sprucelawn retirement home receives a Meals on Wheels dinner from Community Care Concepts volunteer Bob Aldous 
on Wednesday. Boshart has been a part of the program since having heart surgery last year. [coLIn DeWar / the observer]

JaMes Jackson as Barcon, and if they had 
hired someone else, it like-
ly would have taken longer 
for the review to be com-
pleted while they got up to 
speed with the situation.

“We weren’t happy with 
the timeline either, but 
the alternatives aren’t too 
rosy,” he said. “It’s the best 
we could do.”

The consultant has been 
hired to review the town-
ship’s need to employ a 
new tax collector, a posi-
tion that has gone unfilled 
since the end of December 
and has forced other staff 
to pick up the slack in the 
meantime.

But the workload is so 
high that the position 
needs to be filled quickly 
and made full-time, direc-
tor of finance Diane Lor-
betski told councillors at 
the Mar. 5 meeting, saying 
they were short 1,820 hours 
of work per year that cur-
rent staff couldn’t cover.

In a split vote, 3-2, coun-
cillors decided to hire a 
consultant to determine 
the necessity of hiring a 
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Inclusive 
playground 
finds home 
in Elmira’s 
Gibson Park

steVe kannon
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An expansion at the 
Safety-Kleen plant in 
Breslau can proceed now 
that Woolwich council has 
signed off on a site plan for 
work on 15 acres of land ad-
jacent to the main facility.

The property will be 
home to a new 7,300-square-
metre warehouse, truck 
parking area, safety flare 
structure and storm-water 
management facility.

Although site-plan agree-
ments are usually handled 

Council clears way for expansion at Safety-Kleen
steVe kannon by staff rather than referred 

to council, this time was dif-
ferent because of concerns 
raised when the previous 
council approved the neces-
sary Official Plan changes 
in the spring of 2010, 
manager of planning John 
Scarfone told councillors 
meeting Mar. 20. 

The same issue with un-
derground contaminants 
also prompted action at the 
Ontario Municipal Board 
by Elmira environmental-
ist Alan Marshall. That was 
subsequently dealt with in a 

dismissal ruling last March.
Still, there were a long 

list of conditions the oil 
re-refinery needed to ad-
dress prior to winning ap-
proval to go ahead with the 
project.

Part of the 15-acre parcel 
has contaminants un-
derneath, a legacy from 
Breslube Enterprises and 
other former operations on 
site. Safety-Kleen has been 
working for years to clean 
up the pollutants based on 
remediation action plan 
approved in 2002 by the 

Ministry of the Environ-
ment, which urged the 
company to purchase the 
property, part of what’s 
known as the Forwell 
gravel pit.

Part of the added parcel 
is to be used as home for 
a new warehouse that will 
store finished goods, most-
ly one-litre plastic contain-
ers of oil. Space on the site 
will also be used by the 
company’s truck fleet. That 
would remove the need for 
a small lot in Breslau’s core 
– the company has already 

stopped using oil storage 
tanks at that location, with 
the intention of moving 
those uses onto the exist-
ing Safety-Kleen lands.

Any contaminants un-
der the proposed site of 
the warehouse must be 
removed prior to construc-
tion. The company is also 
required to create a buffer 
area planted with vegeta-
tion to separate the devel-
opment area and a nearby 
drainage creek, to perform 
air-quality monitoring of 
the building and to carry 

out semi-annual groundwa-
ter monitoring by sampling 
nearby wells, said Scarfone 
in a report to council.

Some 10,000 to 20,000 
gallons of oil-based con-
taminants sit in the shal-
low aquifer under the site, 
dating back to the 1960s 
and ’70s. Safety-Kleen has 
been pumping out the 
sludge and treating the 
waste, recovering about 
2,000 to 3,000 gallons to 
date. Full remediation is 
expected to take more than 
20 years.
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ital Paving’s bid to extract 
gravel from 115 acres near 
West Montrose and its his-
toric covered bridge. That 
process was on hold pend-
ing the township’s study 
and subsequent designa-
tion of the bridge and its 
surroundings as a cultural 
heritage landscape.

Opposition to all three 
pits stem from compatibil-
ity issues where developers 
are looking to build pits 

120 Oriole Pkwy.
Elmira, ON
519.669.9122

55 Main St., S
Milverton, ON
519.595.7205 

SPRINg INTO FITNESS WITH PINACLE

FITNESS
PROGRAMS

FOR THE
WHOLE
FAMILY!

OPEN
HOUSE
APRIL
21st

LEARN TO RUN CLUBStarts First Week of April

ZUMBA FOR KIDS
Ages 6-12

Starts First Week of April

GET BEACH READYWITH BIGGEST WINNER
Starts April 21st

Register with teams of 5

to register online and for full details
Visit www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com 

near established residen-
tial neighbourhoods with 
significant environmen-
tal and heritage features 
nearby.

Making a case against 
the Kuntz proposal, Win-
terbourne resident Jan 
Huissoon this week point-
ed to the tourism-boosting 
scenic tours – hiking, 
cycling and driving – that 
would be destroyed by the 
pit.

“It ceases to be a tourist 
attraction,” he said of the 

840,000 tonnes available 
from the 90-acre site at 125 
Peel St.

Unable to dig as deeply 
as planned, the pit would 
present more visual and 
noise impacts than claimed 
in studies done by the 
applicant’s consultants, 
added Huissoon.

That thread was picked 
up by Lynne Hare of West 
Montrose, who noted the 
amount of soil above the 
less-than-anticipated 
amount of aggregate – the 
overburden – appears to 
be inadequate to form the 
berms that form part of the 
noise-dampening plan for 
the site.

With lower pit face walls, 
noise levels could be higher 

The future of Welles-
ley Township over the 
next decade became a little 
clearer on Tuesday night 
when councillors were pre-
sented with the draft ver-
sion of their new strategic 
plan.

Fire chief Andrew Lillico 
made the presentation and 
provided an update on the 
process that got underway 
last fall.

The 28-page document 
provides an overview of 
strategic goals, program 
managers, objectives, time-
lines and progress indica-

Wellesley nears completion of new strategic plan
JaMes Jackson tors for a range of projects 

that fall under six distinct 
categories; human resourc-
es, healthy communities 
and environments, growth 
management and sustain-
able growth, infrastructure, 
public engagement and 
partnerships, and custom-
er service.

Lillico received input from 
staff, councillors, and other 
municipalities when putting 
together the report, which he 
hopes will act as a blueprint 
for the next 10 years.

“We chose 2012 to 2022 
because it falls in line with 
our 10-year capital budget,” 
he explained.

The vision statement 
that will be used to develop 
all future plans is clearly 
a homage to the histori-
cal past of Wellesley, but 
with an eye forward as 
well: “The Township of 
Wellesley is a sustainable 
community that preserves 
its heritage while shaping 
its future,” while the mis-
sion statement will be “To 
deliver quality services 
through leadership, in-
novation, partnership and 
community engagement 
in a fair and cost-effective 
manner.”

Without providing any 
specifics, each of the six 

categories was given their 
own guiding objectives, 
which should help facili-
tate the decision-making 
process moving forward. 

For example, the strate-
gic objective for customer 
service is “To ensure qual-
ity and accountability in 
providing effective and 
efficient customer services 
that match or exceed our 
customer’s expectations 
for our residents and busi-
nesses.”

The timelines for each 
objective range from a few 
months all the way to the 
end of 2022, a moving tar-
get that Lillico said allows 

for flexibility and fluidity 
in the decision making pro-
cess moving forward.

“I feel that the plan is 
fairly accurate where we 
sit today, however, we’re 
sitting in a situation where 
the provincial government 
may make some changes 
to our environment that 
could impact the munici-
pality,” he said. “Certainly 
going into next year when 
we know the impacts from 
the budget and the Drum-
mond Report, we could 
adjust the strategic plan as 
an ongoing document.”

Councillors praised the 
work of Lillico and staff, 

saying the document 
should be a valuable re-
sources moving forward.

“I think it hits all the 
objectives we have as a 
council and hit all the 
points, and it’s something 
that we can do indicators 
on every year to see where 
we stand,” said Coun. Jim 
Olender. “I think we have 
a framework to work with 
now, and I think that’s 
great.”

A public meeting to 
review the strategic plan 
is scheduled for Apr. 17 to 
allow public comment, and 
Lillico is aiming for final 
council approval in June.

graVel: Residents eager to see township make the best case against the Jigs Hollow pit
Winterbourne valley where 
gravel extraction is taking 
place.

Citing data that shows 
water tables in the area are 
higher than in the origi-
nal study done in 2005, 
he questioned the overall 
economic viability of the 
proposed operation. Given 
the 1.5-metre buffer in an 
above-the-water-table pit, 
there will be less aggregate 
available, cutting perhaps 
300,000 tonnes off of the 
applicant’s estimate of 

than anticipated, she 
added.

Hare pointed to plans to 
import concrete, asphalt 
and soil to be crushed and 
recycled at the site as add-
ing to the noise levels. She 
called such industrial uses 
inappropriate for the ag-
ricultural land, noting the 
applicant already has such 
processes in place at the 
company’s Bridge Street 
location, which is more 
suitable as it’s adjacent to 
an industrial area.

She also asked the town-
ship to look into removing 
the western portion of the 
property from the rezoning 
application, noting Kuntz 
says the company has no 
plans to extract there. Re-

moving the section from 
the zoning would require 
a whole new licence pro-
cess if those plans change, 
rather than simply going to 
the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources for an extension.

Hare’s arguments about 
the industrial uses on ag-
ricultural land prompted 
Coun. Bonnie Bryant to 
request that planning staff 
look into the issue. Mayor 
Todd Cowan, meanwhile, 
asked staff to incorporate 
concerns raised at this 
week’s meeting into the 
township’s position at the 
OMB hearings.

Director of engineering 
and planning Dan Ken-
naley plans to bring back a 
report to council Apr. 16.

from | covEr

Aviation fans will 
have the opportunity to 
kick-start their summer 
season when the annual 
Waterloo Air Show takes to 
the skies on June 2-3, two 
months earlier than last 
year’s show.

This is the fourth year 
for the show, which has 

Airshow sets June date 
for this year’s outing

JaMes Jackson been held on a different 
weekend each year for one 
simple reason.

“We do it to accommo-
date the Snowbirds sched-
ule,” said Diana Spremo, 
the event’s director of 
marketing and media rela-
tions. The nine-plane team 
is known internationally 
for their high-flying stunts 
and breathtaking aerial 

acrobatics.
“They tell us when 

they’re going to be in the 
region, and say ‘if you’d 
like us, this is when you’re 
going to have to put on the 
show.’”

The show will include 
other returning acts such 
as the CF-18 jet fighter 

air shoW | 9

The Snowbirds will be making an appearance again this year, as the Waterloo Air Show has been scheduled to coordinate with the team's 
availabilty. This year's event is set for June 2-3. [observer fILe photo]
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Police Blotter driVer loses control, slides into ditch

OPEN Monday to Friday  - 8:30 am to 7 pm
Saturday - 8 am  to 5 pm | SUNDAY - CLOSED 

CALL TO PLACE YOUR 
SPECIAL ORDERS  EARLY.

Greenhouse space is limited. 
Landscapers’ orders are 

welcome.

FLOWER CONTAINERS 
& HANGING BASKETS

• Your containers or our
• Sun or shade-loving 

    combinations for your 
    patio or garden

Owned & Operated By The Stuart & Esther Horst Family

FLORALANE PRODUCE
2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road 

519-669-3154

Invisible. 
Hassle Free. 

24 / 7.

www.phonak-lyric.com

(519) 669-4425 www.earandhearingclinic.com

Juliane Shantz - Doctor of Audiology & Associates
Elmira Wellness Centre
24 B Arthur St. S., Elmira, Ontario

Ear & Hearing 
Clinic

Lyric is the world’s first completely invisible, 
24/7 hearing aid. It requires no handling at 
all and remains in the ear up to four months. 
Lyric is placed entirely inside your ear canal 
by an audiologist. 

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from Mar. 26 - Mar. 31

Store Made

Fresh, Boneless

Beef & Pork
Wieners

Chicken
Breasts

Store Made, Mediterranean or Great
Canadian Smoked

Grilling Sausages Polish
Sausage

Store Made, Coil Style

Store Made, Deli Sliced

$5.99 Ib.
/$13.21kg.

$2.99 Ib.
/$6.59kg.

Roast Beef

$3.49 

$2.49 

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

Ib.
/$5.49kg.

$4.99 Ib.
/$11.00kg.

With Easter coming,
consider ordering one of 

our 2011 Provincial Award 
Winning Blackforest Hams!
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12 aM | Police were contacted 
about two 17-year-old girls who 
were drunk playing in the middle 
of Arthur Street in front of the Tim 
Hortons restaurant. When police 
arrived one of the girls ran away 
and was found on Whippoorwill 

Hyperbaric clinic 
needs zone 
change

A zoning change that would make 
official an Elmira business’ move to an 
industrial mall on Howard Avenue met 
with no opposition at a public meeting 
held Mar. 20 in Woolwich council 
chambers.

Thomas and David Drake, owners of 
the eight-unit building at 56 Howard 
Ave., are requesting the zone change 
to accommodate a new tenant, Reimer 
Hyperbarics. The amendment is 

needed to permit what is deemed a 
clinic – high-pressure oxygen treat-
ment – and associated research and 
development in a location with general 
industrial (M-2) zoning, complicated 
by the presence of an auto body shop, 
which requires special attention due to 
the potential dangers of paint.

The body shop, however, does not 
have a spray booth.

Only representatives of the 
applicant and the hyperbaric operation 
addressed council, which will receive 
a staff report on the application at a 
later date following a period to allow 
for public input.

Robin Hood earns 
reciprocal deal 
with Woolwich

In exchange for some free use of 
space at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, participants in the annual 
Robin in the Hood Festival will carry 
out volunteer work for the township.

The deal provides rehearsal space 
for the festival, which has outgrown 
its roots at Elmira District Secondary 
School. Founder and EDSS drama 
teacher DJ Carroll, noting that the 
event took a financial hit when it was 

rained out last year, requested an 
in-kind trade from council. This week, 
councillors approved the exchange of 
service agreement.

Volunteers will do some work with 
the Conestogo Recreation Association, 
cleaning up in the park, remove the 
old tennis court fencing, paint and 
help with general maintenance. They’ll 
also provide entertainment at the 
township’s Canada Day celebrations 
in Elmira, as well as at the Summer 
Playground Program. The volunteer 
work was given a value of $4,550, 
to be applied against rental of the 
community room at the WMC.

Police issue warning in wake of 
string of break-and-enter reports
The Waterloo Regional 
Police have issued a com-
munity alert to residents of 
the Waterloo Region to re-
examine their home security 
measures and consider ad-
ditional safeguards for their 
valuables. 

In the last few weeks, 
police have had to investi-
gate numerous residential 
break-and-enters in the re-
gion and found that these 
homes had been targeted 
for collections of gold and 
other valuables. 

Police are urging all 
members of the public to 
help reduce the likelihood 
of becoming a victim of 
property crime and by fol-

lowing these tips:
• Use appropriate precau-

tions and consider storing 
large amounts of cash and 
jewellery in secure facili-
ties; 

• Secure your home 
and ensure that door and 
window locks are working 
properly;

 • Use security lighting, 
motion sensors and timers;

• Connect with neigh-
bours and work together to 
report suspicious activity. 

Anyone with information 
about a recent break-ins is 
asked to contact Central 
Division 519-650-8500, 
ext. 4499 or Crime Stoppers 
1 800 222 8477.

Road. The girls were taken to their 
homes. One of them was charged 
with ‘public intoxication.’

1:30 PM | Police are looking 
for a 29-year-old woman who 
defrauded the Royal Bank in Elmira 
after she used a false name and ad-

dress to obtain a bank account and 
Visa card. The woman withdrew 
cash on the Visa and made an 
overdraft on the account. Police 
are working with Visa security to 
determine her identity.

4:20 PM | A Mississauga cou-
rier van was making a delivery to 
Altranet on Fountain Street when 
a forklift removing boxes from the 

van hit the vehicle that was parked 
in the loading dock. Damage was 
minor.

8:15 PM | A Wolverine 
mountain bike was stolen from a 
detached garage on Kraft Drive in 
Bridgeport. The suspects entered 
the garage through an unlocked 
man door. Police are continuing to 
investigate.

m a r c h  1 6

2:45 PM | A 79-year-old 
Cambridge man operating a 2003 
KIA van was travelling north on 
Chilligo Road when he lost control 
of his vehicle, crossed the median 
and slid into a ditch before hitting 
three fence posts and a telephone 
pole. No injuries were reported. 
Damage to the vehicle was moder-
ate. The man was charged with 

‘careless driving’ and ‘driving while 
suspended.’

10:30 PM | Police were called 
to a residence on Aspen Crescent in 
Elmira when a party with underage 
drinking got out of hand and a 
group of teenagers began fighting. 
When police arrived they broke 
up the party and charged several 
youth with liquor offences.

10:50 PM | A 33-year-old 
Kitchener man was charged with 
being intoxicated in a public 
place after residents on Katherine 
Street in West Montrose called 
police about the man making a 
disturbance.

m a r c h  1 7

7:50 aM | Police were 
contacted about a Ford pickup 
truck that had rolled onto its side 
after crashing through a guardrail 
on St. Charles Street near Pine 
Creek Road. The owner of the 
vehicle called the police saying it 
was stolen. After an investigation 
the owner, a 29-year-old Fergus 
man was charged with ‘fail to 
remain,’ ‘fail to report an accident,’ 
‘fail to report property damage’ 

Emergency crew works attend to a single-vehicle collision that occurred on Shantz Station Road near Kramp Road near Breslau on 
Mar. 20. The driver of a blue Toyota Rav4 was taken to the hospital after losing control of the vehicle and sliding into a ditch.  
[joe merLIhan / the observer
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Mennonites 
thank Wellesley 
for snow-clearing 
ettiquette

Snowplow operators in Wellesley 
are receiving kudos on a job well done 
by the Old Order Mennonite Safety 
Committee. In a letter dated Feb. 6, and 
presented to council during their Mar. 20 
council session, Oscar Weber, chairman 
of the safety committee, and secretary 
Aaron Bowman thanked the township 
roads department for the courteous 

actions of snowplow operators while 
sharing the roads with horse-drawn 
buggies.

“This is demonstrated by slowing 
down, lifting the blade, or staying 
behind the buggy until it can safely get 
off the road at a driveway, allowing the 
snowplow to pass.

“We also note your efforts to clear the 
roads on Sunday mornings before the 
buggies are heading to church.”

Woolwich Township received a similar 
letter earlier this year, with councillors 
extending praise to members of the 
township's roads crew.
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REFRESH YOUR LOGO

FREE!

$299

AND RECEIVE ONE SET OF 1000 FULL COLOUR 
2-SIDED GLOSSY BUSINESS CARDS

LOGO INCLUDES COLOUR, GRAYSCALE & BLACK 
AND WHITE. DONE AS VECTOR ARTWORK.

DEAL ENDS APRIL 30TH

($150 VALUE)

PRICE INCLUDES TAX

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com (519) 669-5790

MAKEOVER
SPRING

new tax collector at the rec-
ommended starting hourly 
rate of $25.75, or $46,865.00 
annually.

The consultant will cost 
between $8,400 and $9,600 
for seven to eight days of 
consulting time, plus HST 
and mileage, which will 
come from the 2012 HR Com-
mittee budget of $30,000.

Coun. Jim Olender also 
expressed his frustration 
with the township’s lack of 
foresight in the situation.

“We could have had a 
part-timer in there from 
December until now,” he 
said. “Knowing this was 
coming up and that we 
didn’t have a replacement 
for the person that was 
leaving, that person could 
have been asked to stay on 
until this was resolved.”

The consultant will con-
duct 30-minute interviews 
on Apr. 12 with key mem-
bers of council, the finance 
department, finance staff, 
and internal customers of 
the finance department. 
At the Mar. 27 meeting the 
consultant will provide 
more details on timelines 
and costs, along with an 
interview schedule.

earnest to transform the 
site. The inclusive play-
ground for kids of all abili-
ties is expected to cost up 
to $575,000,  built in phases 
as money is raised. Kate’s 
Kause, which had hoped 
to raise $250,000 over five 
years, collected $265,000 
in the first 15 months of the 
campaign. That’s enough 
to get started, and the 
group will continue its fun-
draising efforts.

Headed by Kelly Meiss-
ner, the charity is named 
after her young daughter 
Kate, who was diagnosed 
with Angelman Syndrome 
two years ago. Angelman 
Syndrome is a neurological 
disease affecting some one 
in 15,000 people, charac-
terized by a severe global 
developmental delay. Peo-
ple with AS, or “Angels” as 
they are sometimes called, 
can have little or no verbal 
skills, poor gross and fine 
motor skills, and possible 
seizure and sleep disorders. 
However, Angels do have 
a unique characteristic: 
they have a happy, pleasant 

and ‘careless driving.’

1:00 PM | A black bike with 
yellow writing was stolen from 
a shed on Mockingbird Drive in 
Elmira. Police ask anyone with 
information about the stolen bike 
to contact the Elmira detachment.

3:15 PM | A 24-year-old Kitch-
ener man operating a white Nissan 
Altima caused a four-car pileup on 
Victoria Street in Woolwich Town-
ship. No injuries were reported and 
moderate damage was sustained 
by a Nissan Sentra, Mazda 3 and a 
Ford Fusion. The man was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

3:55 PM | A 67-year-old 
St. Jacobs woman driving a 
2003 Honda was entering the 
roundabout near St. Jacobs when 
she struck a 2006 Honda operated 
by a 48-year-old Keswick man. The 
woman was charged with ‘disobey 
sign.’ A 60-year-old passenger in 
the 2006 Honda suffered minor 
injuries and was treated at the 
scene. Both vehicles sustained 
moderate damage.

5:00 PM | A 72-year-old 
Winterbourne woman driving a tan 
1995 Mercury hit a 37-year-old Wa-

terloo man operating a 2010 black 
GMC pickup at the intersection 
on Crowsfoot and Sawmill roads. 
Moderate damage was sustained 
by both vehicles. No injuries were 
reported. No charges were laid.

5:15 PM | A 19-year-old 
woman driving a pickup truck with 
a horse trailer attached lost control 
of the vehicle on Shantz Station 
Road near Vance Road. The vehicle 
rolled over into a ditch. No injuries 
were reported, including the two 
horses in the trailer. Moderate 
damage was sustained by the 
vehicle. No charges were laid.

m a r c h  1 8

3:30 PM | A resident of 
Porchlight Drive in Elmira contacted 
police after four teenage boys 
driving a late-model Ford Escape 
threatened him as they drove past 
his property. The man recognized 
the teenagers from earlier in the 
day at a local grocery store. The 
investigation continues.

m a r c h  1 9

8:55 aM | Two men and a 
woman attempted to take scrap 
metal from a residence on Man-
ser Road. The owner of the metal 
chased them away and contacted 
police, who subsequently found 
the three would-be thieves and 

spoke to them about the incident.

9:00 aM | A 19-year-old 
Atwood man driving a 2009 
Mitsubishi hit and killed a dog on 
William Hastings Line near Chalm-
ers Forest Road in Wellesley Town-
ship. No injuries were reported by 
the driver. The vehicle sustained 
significant damage.

m a r c h  2 0

11:00 aM | A resident on 
Hespeler Road called police after 

four men were seen hunting on her 
property. When police arrived they 
could not find the men but found a 
beagle with a gunshot to the head.  

12:00 PM | Police responded 
to a collision on Shantz Station 
Road near Rider Road in the 
Woolwich Township. A truck pulling 
two semi trailers loaded with grain 
drove off of Shantz Station Road 
into the west side ditch, where 
the truck snapped a hydro pole in 
half. Some 68,000 pounds of grain 
spilled out onto the road. The driver 
of the truck was taken to Grand 
River Hospital with minor injuries. 

Police Blotter | continued

It took several hours to clean up the 
spilled grain and remove the truck 
and trailers from the ditch closing 
Shantz Station Road for several 
hours. The cause of the collision is 
under investigation.

2:00 PM | Police were called 
to a residence on Hopewell Creek 
Road to dispatch a raccoon that 
was acting strangely. The animal 
had scratched a three-year-old 
boy, who was taken to the hospital 
as a precaution. The animal was 
thought to be suffering from dis-
temper and the Ministry of Health 
was notified. 

Vandals hit heidelBerg Park

The park in Heidelberg, located at 2965 Lobsinger Line, has recently been the target of graffiti, sprayed on the snack shelter and a nearby picnic 
table. The president of the Heidelberg Parks and Recreation committee has contacted Woolwich Township staff, who assured her it would be 
cleaned up, but she hopes someone will recognize the graffiti and come forward with more information. [james jackson / the observer]

from | 5

reView: 
Consultants 
need time 
to be thorough
from | 3

Playground: Citing overwhelming public 
support, township approves plan that will see 
construction start this spring in Gibson Park

demeanor with a wonder-
ful smile and contagious 
laughter.

The goal of the park 
project is to provide a 
place where kids like Kate 
can play without the re-
strictions of traditional 
playgrounds. The local 
group is working with 
California-based non-profit 
Shane’s Inspiration, which 
has helped build a series 
of universally accessible 
playgrounds. The idea is 
to provide a common area 
for kids of all abilities to do 
what kids do best: play.

Funding for the project is 
expected to come entirely 
from fundraising efforts. 

The township will provide 
the land in Gibson Park, 
as well as in-kind support. 
There will be some addi-
tional expense to upgrade 
the washroom facilities in 
the park, Makela explain-
ing, noting some of the 
improvements are needed 
regardless of the play-
ground project.

The township is also 
looking at a splash pad in 
conjunction with the play-
ground, but is weighing 
other options, including 
providing that facility in 
one of the other communi-
ties in Woolwich that, un-
like Elmira, does not have a 
pool, she added.

from | 3

Kelly Meissner's daughter is the face of Kate's Kause. [fILe photo]
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Print your money saving coupons

www.lensmill.com

FIND US ON
FACEBOOK

WATERLOO 519-743-4672
GUELPH 519-836-2412

CAMBRIDGE 519-658-8182
HAWKESVILLE 519-699-6140
BRANTFORD 519-752-5072
WOODSTOCK 519-539-2200
PORT DOVER 519-583-0800

HAMILTON 905-560-5367
LONDON 519-686-3502

MARCH
PRICE 
BREAK

MARCH
PRICE 
BREAK

Values in effect till closing Sat. Mar. 31, 2012

PICTURE FRAMES
• Enormous selection of quality frames

all at discounted prices
• Find one to match every room

of your house
PRICED WELL BELOW SUGGESTED RETAIL

$499-$2599
EACH

JUST ARRIVED

• Indoor / Outdoor
• Heavy Duty durability

VALUES TO $20.00 EACH VALUES TO $24.99 UNBEATABLE PRICE

$1299
ea

$999
ea

$1199
ea

20” X 30”

WELCOME OR GO
AWAY MATS

ROOM 2 SPARE

24 POCKET
SHOE HOLDER

• Hangs easily on any
door

MARTHA STEWART

EYELET WEDDING
ALBUM KIT

• 10 Pages
• 12” x 12”

$5999
EACH

$1499
ea

$599
ea

LACE RUNNERS, DOILES & TABLECLOTH SETS

EXTRA FANCY - EMBROIDERED OR PLAIN

• Freshen up any room of your home for spring
• Hand embroidered & Crocheted

PRICES VARY DEPENDING
ON STYLES & SIZES

REGULAR VALUES TO OVER $229.00 EACH

PRICED UP TO

50%
OFF SRP

FAMOUS DESIGNER SERIES -
LADIES & TEENS LADIES / TEENS KIDS

AEROPOSTALE
CAPRIS

SUPERMAN
JERSEYS

• Dozens of styles
• Super fit & Look

• Full size range
• Name brand quality

• Sizes 5 - 6X
• Ideal for spring outdoor activities
• Licenced & fully crested

PRE-PRICED AT $49.50 PAIR VALUED AT $34.50 $12.00 VALUE

LEATHER JACKETS
• Ideal spring lightweight fashion
• Manufacturer’s samples & over-runs
• Assorted styles & fits

EXCELLENT VALUE

FANCY FEATHERED/
ROSE FABRIC

FANCY FEATHERED/
ROSE FABRIC

• Rainbow of colours to choose from
• Ideal for prom dresses and fancy spring outfits
• 60” wide

$1999
YARD

FROM

$1999
2 PAIRS/

LIZ CLAIBORNE 
SUNGLASSES

MENS / LADIES / TEENS

WHITE / BEIGE

REGULAR $7.99 YARD

• Spruce up any window of your home
• 120” wide
• Polyester/rayon blend
• Wide variety of solids and textures

$5.99
YARD

SHEER DRAPERY FABRIC

35 MM BERNAT
PLASTIC

DECORATING
GROMMETS

HANDICRAFTER
COTTON

KNITTING YARN
• Ideal for purses,

drapery, and more

• 100% cotton
• Assorted spring solid

& variegated colours

$179
50g ball

$9.99 VALUE SRP $2.49 BALL

$1999
SET

FUSION HOME
250 THREAD COUNT

EASY CARE LUXURY
COTTON SHEET SETS

EXCELLENT VALUE

• Includes flat sheet, fitted
sheet & 2 pillow cases

• Double, Queen & King sizes$499
/8 PACK

HOTTEST RAGE ON THE FASHION RUNWAYS

RAINBOW OF COLOURS MASSIVE SELECTION WIDE WIDTH

ORGANZA
FABRIC

LACE VALENCE/
CURTAIN FABRIC

POLY-COTTON
SHEETING FABRIC

• Ideal for wedding
decor/formal dresses

• 60” wide, 100%
Nylon

• Freshen up your
windows for spring

• Variety of colours and
patterns to choose from

• 12” to 54” wide

• Up to 84” wide
• 5 patterns to

choose from

$299
yd

$399-$1599
/yd 99¢

yd
EXCELLENT VALUE EXCELLENT VALUE REGULAR $4.99 YD

www.liveLIVE.ca
519-578-1570  1-800-265-8977

LI
VETravis  

Tritt 
Experience all  

your favourite hits!

APRIL 27  
7:30 PM 

On Sale Now!

Teenagers are now 
one of the most powerful 
demographic groups in the 
world. Multi-million dollar 
ad campaigns are designed 
around their tastes in mu-
sic and fashion as corpora-
tions the world round fight 
tooth and nail for their 
business.

Yet this term is relatively 
new, having been coined 
near the start of the last 
century and rising to prom-
inence by the 1950s.

To help better under-
stand this sometimes 
confusing period of all our 
lives, and to help draw par-
allels between our parents' 
teenage years and our own, 
the Waterloo Region Muse-
um has recently launched 
a new exhibit called Com-
ing of Age that examines 
the lives and the culture 
of adolescents in Waterloo 
Region from the 1920s to 
today.

“This notion of a four- 
or five-year period where 
you continued on in high 
school and had a life of 
your own separate from 
your family and parents 
is a fairly recent phenom-
enon,” said James Jensen, 
curator of exhibits at the 
museum.

“Prior to that you were 
going to school until you 
were about 14 and then you 
got married and got a job 

Kids today … not really much 
different from those of yesterday
New exhibit at the Waterloo Region Museum focuses on the impacts of teen 
life with stories and artifacts from the 1920s through to the present day

and went to work.”
The exhibit spans nearly 

a century of teenage life, 
from the fashion of the 
roaring ’20s to video game 
consoles from the late-
’70s and early-’80s. It fills 
nearly 2,000 square feet 
of space at the museum, 
and Jensen said they made 
a real effort to set it apart 
from typical museum dis-
plays.

“It’s very colourful,” 

he said. “People think 
of museums as dark and 
grey, with lots of old, rusty 
items, so it’s bright and it’s 
colourful.”

Items ranging from old 
phonographs and record 
players, to televisions and 
sporting equipment fill the 
display cases, and period 
music plays in speakers 
overhead to give visitors a 
better sense of what each 
era sounded like.

“When you walk in its 
big-band and crooners, and 
when you walk out it’s the 
Black Eyed Peas,” Jensen 
laughed.

The museum consulted 
with Cynthia Comacchio, 
a professor of history at 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
who specializes in social 
history and is the author 
of The Dominion of Youth: 
Adolescence and the Mak-
ing of a Modern Canada, 
1920-50.

She has been working 
with the museum for the 
past two years to get the 
exhibit ready, and said the 
task presented her with a 
unique test.

“The stuff I write is 
dense and academic, so it 
was a challenge to write 
for a mainstream audience 
without dumbing it down 
because that is really of-
fensive to the audience, 
because they’re not idiots.

“They did a wonderful 
job with the exhibit.”

So how did teens rise up 
to become such an influ-
encing factor in everything 
from the music on the 
radio to the clothes on our 
backs?

Comacchio said that a 
major shift occurred in 
the 1920s where instead 
of looking to adults to set 
trends, teens were the ones 
dictating the direction 

museum | 8

James Jensen of the Waterloo Region Museum says the new Coming of Age display is a far cry 
from what many people may associate with typical museum exhibits, and should help bring 
together multiple generations of family members. [james jackson / the observer]

JaMes Jackson
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COMPUTERS | LAPTOPS | SERVICEELMIRA LOCATION
112 Bonnie Crescent
Elmira  |  519-669-5551

FERGUS LOCATION
920 St. David St. N., (Hwy 6)
Fergus  |  519-787-0006
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NEW SERVICE

We Come
        To You!!

IBM/ LENOVO
T61 LAPTOP

Core 2 Duo 2.2ghz
2 GB Ram
160 GB Hard drive
XP Professional

$279.99

P4 3.2 ghz
1 GB Ram
80 GB Hard drive
XP Professional

$129.99

SAMSUNG
17” LCD
MONITOR

710TM

59.99

HP DC5700
MINI
TOWER

Driver Search is on Now!

519.884.5650519.884.5650
www.erbsvillekartway.com 675 Conservation Drive, Waterloo

YOUTH•TEEN
•ADULTROOK

IESWANTED!

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY!
Visit our Open Houses: March 31, 1-4pm
                                             April 7, 1-4pm

Summer Race League • Summer Kart Camp
Training, F1K Race Kart and Equipment Included

RACERS WANTEDRACERS WANTED

of fashion and popular 
culture. She said that was 
largely due to new tech-
nology, such as the pho-
nograph, the automobile, 
radio, and later, television.

“Young people are really 
the forerunners in adapting 
technology and applying it 
to popular culture. Because 
they’re young they’re the 
first to grab on to the ‘new’ 
and then the ‘new’ goes 
mainstream.”

That phenomenon has 
a direct link to Waterloo 
Region, home to one of 
Canada’s most active and 
thriving technology sec-
tors. Comacchio admits she 
was surprised by just how 
tech-savvy the region has 
been for the past century; 

despite the popular mis-
conception that the rural 
area stifled technological 
advances, the opposite oc-
curred.

Fashion that was being 
worn in Montreal and To-
ronto was easily accessible 
in Waterloo Region, the 
area was home to one of 
the first privately-owned 
private radio stations, and 
cinema caught on quickly, 
she said.

In turn, that inspired and 
contributed to the growth 
of the tech industry that 
now calls Waterloo home 
during the latter half of the 
20th century.

“That’s nothing new. 
That’s not just about the 
digital revolution by any 
means. The historical roots 

go way back,” she said.
“It’s not all about RIM,” 

she added with a laugh.
Ironically, the hardest 

part of the entire exhibit 
was collecting artifacts 
from closer to the modern 
era. Jensen said that mu-
seums tend to “forget” to 
collect those items until 
30 or 40 years has passed, 
meaning some of the items 
from the ’80s and ’90s were 
trickier to find – and more 
difficult for Comacchio to 
research.

They both are optimis-
tic that the exhibit, which 
will be on display for the 
next couple of years, will 
help bridge a gap between 
youth, their parents, and 
their grandparents.

“There is so much that 
we have in common that 
tends to go out of focus be-
cause we start saying ‘the 
youth of today’ in a nega-
tive way, but we’ve always 
said that,” said Comacchio. 

“Adults have always said 
that, and young people 
have always said that their 
parents don’t understand 
them.”

The Waterloo Region 
Museum is located at 10 
Huron Rd. in Kitchener. For 
more information call 519-
748-1914 or visit www.water-
looregionmuseum.com.

MuseuM: Young people are the forerunners
from | 7

could there Be a worse fate?

getting a JuMP on the sPring cleaning

Woolwich CAO David Brenneman was placed in the penalty box at the township office as part of a Go Blue! fundraiser for the Make-A-Wish-
Foundation. Brenneman had to raise $10 in two minutes to be released from the box or he could wear a Toronto Maple Leafs jersey. Brenneman 
opted to pay $20 not to wear the jersey and managed to raise $9 in the two minutes for the charity. [coLIn DeWar / the observer]

Taking advantage of the warmer-than-average temperatures, a group of Elmira 
residents took some time on Mar. 16 to gather together and clean up garbage from 
around the edges of the ponds and drainage areas near Park Avenue West and 
Raising Mill Gate. [submItteD]
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Is pleased to announce the 
addition to our staff of

Dr. Kyle 
Steeves

Dr. Kyle Steeves graduated 
from the Ontario Veterinary 
College at the University 
of Guelph in April of 2011. 
During his time in veterinary
school Kyle focused on large animals, doing placements 
in Minnesota, eastern Ontario and a summer externship 
at Eldale Veterinary Clinic. Before attending OVC, he 
completed a Bachelor of Science degree at Queen’s 
University in Kingston. Growing up in Aurora, he always 
enjoyed spending time at his friend’s farms and was 
fascinated by the large animals.  He has spent time 
working in the thoroughbred industry in addition to 
working with pleasure horses. His areas of interest 
include dentistry, metabolic diseases and foal care. 
Although he doesn’t currently own any horses he is keen 
to jump back in the saddle in the near future. Dr. Steeves 
is excited to work with the diverse array of horses and 
other livestock that are in the Waterloo region and 
welcomes your calls to discuss the care of your animals.

Eldale Veterinary Clinic

150 Church St. W., Elmira   |   519-669-5672

Heat your entire home 
and domestic water.

Eliminate High
Heating Bills

With an outdoor wood pellet
or corn furnace

www.maximheat.com

Over 92% Efficient.
(ASTM TEST METHOD)

 
Can be installed safely

outdoors next to your home
by a certified installer. 

LPUMPS P US LTD.
. . rPO  Box 311, Elmi a ON. N3B 2Z7

6519-6 9-5004

SEE US AT THE WOOLWICH HOME SHOW!

SPRING 
IS HERE 

and it’s Time To Switch

Book Your 
Appointment 

today to 
remove your 
winter tires.

35 Howard Ave., Elmira
519.669.3232 |  1.877.667.6604

®

“Where tires are a specialty,NOT a sideline.”

SPRING 
IS HERE 

and it’s Time To Switch

Five months ago, Mi-
chelle Krasovec’s life 
changed.

She had been feeling tired 
and noticed a weakness in 
her arms and legs and after 
months of going to see the 
doctors she was told she had 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclero-
sis (ALS), also known as Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

The condition is caused 
by the degeneration of 
upper and lower neurons 
located in the spinal cord. 
The disorder is a progres-
sive, fatal, neurodegen-
erative disease that leaves 
those who suffer from it 
weak with muscle atrophy 
and respiratory problems.

The rate of the disease 
progression varies from 
person to person but even-
tually patients are unable 
to stand or walk and have 
trouble performing daily 
tasks as they lose use of 
their hands and arms.

Krasovec’s condition has 
degenerated quite quickly 
over the last few months, 
leaving her in a wheelchair. 

Fundraising event will help Elmira woman dealing with ALS
colin dewar The mother of two col-

lege-bound sons, Krasovec 
had to close her business, 
Borrowed Hands Personal 
Chef Service, last Decem-
ber when the disease began 
to progress rapidly and she 
no longer was able to per-
form her duties.

The progressive onset of 
the disease has presented 
a huge financial challenge 
for Krasovec and her fam-
ily, as she needs a fitted 
wheelchair, an elevator for 
her home, an appropriate-
ly-equipped vehicle and 
home renovations to allow 
her the use of her wheel-
chair that will cost close to 
$50,000. 

“This has all happened 
very quickly and for some-
one that has just turned 
39 years old it is devastat-
ing,” said Kim Carroll, a 
close friend of Krasovec. 
“She is a very good friend 
to me, she has supported 
me through tough times, 
encouraged me in career 
decisions, made me laugh 
and helped me cry.”

Krasovec, an Elmira 
resident since 1996, has 

had many strong ties to the 
community as she has vol-
unteered with Community 
Care Concepts, the Family 
fun Weekend, Tim Hortons 
Camp Day golf tourna-
ment, the Children’s Wish 
Foundation.  

Two years ago she vol-
unteered with Random 
Act of Kindness Day (RAK) 
in Kitchener and was in-
strumental in bringing 
RAK to the Township of 
Woolwich last year. She 
was also nominated for the 
2010 Kitchener-Waterloo 
Oktoberfest Rogers Woman 
of the Year in the profes-
sional category and is an 
active member of the Royal 
Canadian Legion’s Elmira 
branch.

In April friends and fam-
ily are hosting a Fun Ca-
sino Night at Lions Hall in 
Elmira to help raise funds 
to offset some the expenses 
Krasovec has endured.

“(She) can’t even get in 
and out of her own house 
because of the stairs. She 
didn’t plan for this and 
wasn’t expecting to reno-
vate her home and we, her 

friends and family, just 
want to make sure she is 
comfortable,” said Carroll. 
“ALS is a terrible disease 
that is all too quickly tak-
ing away the strength, con-
trol and independence that 

is the essence of (Kraso-
vec). As a friend, it is devas-
tating to watch this happen 
to someone so young and 
vibrant. I still admire her 
strength and stubbornness 
though as she is fighting 

the progression of this dis-
ease with literally, every 
step she takes.”

Tickets to the event are 
$20 which will give guests 
admission and $200 in fun 
casino chips. Additional 
chips can be purchased 
through the night for those 
who are a bit down on their 
luck. There will be numer-
ous door prizes, a silent 
auction and a live auction 
held at midnight where 
guest can bid on items 
including a barbecue, a 
40” flat screen TV a set of 
men’s golf clubs.

“A lot of people have 
come together to help out 
with this event and it just 
shows how many lives 
(Krasovec) has touched 
and how appreciated she 
is in the community,” said 
Carroll.

The event will be held on 
Apr. 13, with doors open-
ing at 8 p.m. until 1 a.m. 
Tickets are available by 
contacting Kim Carroll at 
519-669-0069. Donations 
can be made to Krasovec at 
any TD Canada Trust bank 
under a trust in her name.

Michelle Krasovec seen here at the launch of Random Acts of Kindness in Kitchener last 
year has been stricken with ALS or Lou Gehrig’s disease. A fundraiser for Krasovec has been 
organized by friends and family on Apr. 13 at Lions Hall in Elmira. [coLIn DeWar / the observer]

demonstration team, the 
Canadian Harvard aircraft 
formation team which took 
to the skies during World 
War II, and the T-33 Silver 
Star ‘Mako Shark’.

There is also going to be 
an exciting array of new 
acts this year, said Spremo, 
which includes OTTO the 
Helicopter to entertain 

children, and Red Bull rac-
ing pilot Pete McLeod who 
in 2009 became the first 
Canadian to participate in 
the elite air racing champi-
onship, finishing fifth over-
all in 2010.

Spremo also said that 
this year the air show will 
provide free on-site parking 
at the airport, unlike last 
year where they had to run 
shuttle buses to ferry spec-

tators to off-site parking.
“People can just park 

and walk to the show site 
and not have to deal with 
shuttle buses,” she said, 
adding the walk could still 
be up to half a kilometre – 
depending how early fans 
get arrive.

Last year’s event saw 
between 20,000-25,000 
spectators, a significant 
drop from the 40,000 that 

attended two years ago, 
and Spremo attributed that 
drop to the poor weather.

“On the Sunday of our 
airshow was the same day 
as the tornado in God-
erich,” she said. “We man-
aged to get most of the 
planes up, but we had to 
call them down because of 
the poor weather and it was 
coming in very quickly.”

Tickets will be on sale 

soon, and this year the air 
show will charge for seniors 
and children under 10 years 
old, when in previous years 
their entry was free. Spre-
mo said that was to give 
them a better idea of how 
many people are attending.

Gates will open at 10 a.m. 
both days of the event, with 
the show starting at 1 p.m. 
and there will be food ven-
dors, static displays with 

airplanes and their crews 
available for fans to interact 
with, and there will be au-
tographs and merchandise 
available.

“We do encourage people 
to come spend the day with 
us. We’re trying to create 
more of a festival atmo-
sphere.”

Visit www.waterlooair-
show.com for more infor-
mation. 

air show: Schedule aligns with the availability of audience-favourite Snowbirds team
from | 4
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It wIll be InterestIng to see if the blow-
back against the federal Conservatives’ latest 
problems – robo-call scandal, shadow MPs, 
F-35 hedging and OAS tampering – will be re-
flected in next week’s budget.

While downplaying the public backlash, this week’s 
decision to launch attack ads on interim Liberal leader 
Bob Rae, who heads the third party in the House, seems 
to smack of desperation. Rae is leading the charge on the 
robo-call file, and it’s likely the Conservatives’ internal 
polling shows something akin to the new Environics num-
bers: 30 per cent support for the NDP, 30 per cent for the 
Tories and 20 per cent for the Liberals. In Quebec, it’s a 
contest between the NDP and a surging Bloc Quebecois.

Those numbers reflect a 10-percentage-point drop for 
Stephen Harper since last spring’s election. The leaderless 
NDP remains about the same, and the Liberals are up by 
one point.

The poll indicates the public’s concerns over the latest 
in a long string of scandals, fiscal screw-ups and wayward 
spending priorities is starting to stick to the previously 
Teflon-coated Conservatives. That may explain the CPC’s 
election posturing more than three years in advance of 
the next vote. Of course, the party always appears to be on 
a war footing, even with a majority.

The NDP chooses its new leader this weekend, so we 
may see attack ads directed at the winner, though it’s 
likely that Tory strategists have more fear of a resurgent 
Liberal party, assuming the orange wave may have crested 
last May.

The attack ads could, of course, be nothing more than 
an attempt to change the channel away from the robo-call 
issue. The Conservatives have cast the blame everywhere 
but internally, though there are now rumblings of “rogue” 
campaign workers. The strategy is clear: delay, obfuscate 
and distract. It seems out of sync with denials the party 
had anything to do with voter-suppression tactics, a fact 
not lost on most of us.

Which brings us to the Mar. 29 budget. Finance Minister 
Jim Flaherty has hinted at austerity measures: some, but 
not too much. But a government intent on drawing atten-
tion from its many foibles may think it needs more than 
across-the-board cuts. Something splashy, perhaps. 

Or, alternatively, the government could do something 
to reduce the diminished quality of life it has inflicted 
on the majority of Canadians, aiding the attack on the 
middle class. As a report released this week by the Vanier 
Institute of the Family clearly shows, average Canadians 
continue to suffer despite the prime minister’s boasting 
on the world stage.

The report found that families struggle to balance per-
sistently high debt loads against modest savings and often 
precarious income flow. Younger and older members of 
Canadian families, in particular, are struggling with the 
lingering effects of the recession. Youth are finding it hard 
to get into today’s job market, while workers aged 55 and 
older have garnered more than half the net jobs created 
since the low point of the recession in 2009.

Despite their increased labour market participation, 
however, the institute notes an increase in the number of 
seniors declaring bankruptcy, an incredible 1,700 per cent 
rise over the last 20 years.

Maybe a budget that addresses that problem would be 
in order. Then they can take their lumps for all the other 
messes they’ve created.

Budget shouldn't 
be a distraction 
from scandals

reporter: “what do 
you think of Western civi-
lization, Mr Gandhi?” Mo-
handas Gandhi: “I think it 
would be a good idea.” The 
quote is probably apocry-
phal, but if the Mahatma 
didn’t say it, he should 
have.

Now we have something 
close to a global civiliza-
tion: most of the world’s 
people work in similar 
economies, use the same 
machines, and live about as 
long. They even know most 
of the same things and 
have the same ambitions. 
So we need somebody to 
ask us the same question. 
Do we really think a global 
civilization is a good idea? 
And if so, have we any 
plans for keeping it going 
beyond a few generations 
more?

History is full of civi-
lizations that collapsed, 
and often their fall was 
followed by a Dark Age. In 
the past these Dark Ages 
were just regional events 
(Europe after the fall of 
Rome, Central America 

Change is necessary if civilization is going to make it
after the collapse of Mayan 
civilization, China after the 
Mongol invasion), but now 
we are all in the same boat. 
If this civilization crashes 
then we could end up in 
the longest and worst Dark 
Age ever.

Our duty to our great-
grandchildren is to figure 
out how to get through the 
21st century without a col-
lapse. We have all the rest 
of history to get through, 
but we cannot even imag-
ine what the problems and 
opportunities of the 22nd 
century will be, so let’s 
concentrate on what would 
constitute interim success 
by 2100.

Interim success in 2100 
would be a world in which 
a recognizable descendant 
of the current civilization 
is still thriving. The global 
population might be head-
ing back down towards 
the current seven billion 
by then, having peaked at 
several billion higher, but 
it won’t fall faster than that 
unless billions die in fam-
ine and war, so it must be a 
future in which a very big 
population is still sustain-
able.

Unfortunately, the way 
we are living now is not 
sustainable. We have taken 

too much land out of the 
natural cycles in order to 
grow our own food on it. 
We are systematically de-
stroying the world’s major 
fish populations through 
overfishing and pollution. 
We are also driving most of 
the larger land animals to 
extinction.

This is a “six-planet” 
civilization: it would take 
six Earth-like planets to 
sustain the present human 
population in the high-
energy, high-consumption 
style that is the hallmark of 
the current global civiliza-
tion. Not all of the seven 
billion have achieved that 
lifestyle yet, but they all 
want it and most of them 
are going to get it. And for 
the foreseeable future we 
will have only one planet, 
not six.

That’s the real problem 
we must solve if we are to 
reach 2100 without civi-
lizational collapse and a 
massive dieback of the 
human population. All the 
other stuff we worry about, 
like global warming, ocean 
acidification and the “sixth 
great extinction” are really 
signals that we are not solv-
ing the basic sustainability 
problem. Nor will we ever 
solve it by just using less 

energy and eating less 
meat. Not at seven billion 
plus, we won’t.

So we really have only 
two options. We can go on 
in the present patchwork 
way, with a bit of conserva-
tion here and some more 
renewable energy there, in 
which case we are heading 
for population collapse 
through global famine, and 
probably civilizational col-
lapse as well because of the 
attendant wars, well before 
2100.

Or we can try to float free 
from our current depen-
dence on the natural cy-
cles. Use the scientific and 
technological capabilities 
of our current civilization 
to reduce our pressure on 
the natural world radically. 
Stop growing or catching 
our food, for example, and 
learn to produce it on an 
industrial scale through 
biotechnology instead.

Just achieving food in-
dependence would greatly 
reduce our vulnerability 
to climate change, but we 
need to stop global warm-
ing anyway. Otherwise 
much of what we call “na-
ture” will not survive, and 
half the world’s big cities 

DYEr | 12

With federal and provincial budgets due next week, the finance ministers got the austerity memo that apparently went astray in Woolwich.
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Government aside, we're equally guilty in putting our own privacy at risk

we are well-advised 
to fear governments tak-
ing away our privacy. The 
Conservatives’ Bill C-30, 
for instance, has removing 
your rights as its primary 
goal. But they’re not the 
only ones putting us at risk: 
we’re often our own worst 
enemies.

With sites like Facebook, 
we’re laying ourselves bare 
to the world.

Facebook, like many 
Internet sites, exist to har-
vest information, sell it 
to advertisers and target 
you with personalized ads. 
Tracking is the norm, as is 
collecting as many details 
as possible of what each 
of us does online. There’s 
nothing neutral about 
most of it: this is not just a 
sociology study, though, of 
course, it’s that too.

Leaving aside the issue 
of why exactly people feel 
compelled to post the up-
to-the-second minutia of 
their lives, there’s a danger 
of what you post being 
used against you. The 

riotous behaviour on St. 
Patrick’s Day in London, 
for example, saw some 
ill-advised social-media 
postings – Facebook , 
Twitter and the like – by 
those involved. The po-
lice, no doubt, will find 
this beneficial. A similar 
thing happened during last 
year’s Stanley Cup riots in 
Vancouver, proving instru-
mental in the pursuit of 
vandals.

That’s an obvious peril, 
brought about by, well, stu-
pidity. A less obvious risk 
was in the spotlight in an-
other news report, this one 
having to do with employ-
ers demanding access to 
the Facebook pages of pro-
spective employees. People 
going in for interviews are 
now sometimes asked for 
login names and passwords 
right on the spot so that 
the interviewers can poke 
around their online lives. 

“It’s akin to requiring 
someone’s house keys,” 
says Orin Kerr in the As-
sociate Press wire story. A 
George Washington Uni-
versity law professor and 
former federal prosecutor, 
he calls the practice “an 
egregious privacy viola-
tion.”

Lori Andrews, a law pro-
fessor at IIT Chicago-Kent 
College of Law specializing 
in Internet privacy, raises 
concerns about the pres-
sure placed on applicants, 
even if they voluntarily 
provide access to social 
sites: “Volunteering is coer-
cion if you need a job.”

The practice is definitely 
invasive, and there should 
be laws to protect people 
against it. Some states are 
in fact looking into the 
legality of such requests, 
much like there are some 
personal questions – age, 
marital status, racial back-
ground, etc. – that can’t be 
asked today.

It’s common already for 
prospective employers to 
search online for infor-
mation about applicants. 
That’s reason enough to be 
very careful with what you 
make public about yourself 
... or allow others to post 
about you. Demanding ac-
cess to private information 
is simply beyond the pale.

In the bigger picture, the 
Internet’s increasing pres-
ence in our lives means we 
have to set up rules that 
prevents abuse of tech-
nology that can track our 
every movement online. 

The marketing purposes 
behind much of what’s 
done today is a poor reason 
to allow it. The prospect of 
far more sinister motives 
means action is needed in 
short order.

To that end, the Obama 
administration in the U.S. 
has been working on the 
online-tracking issue. Last 
month, it unveiled the 
“Consumer Privacy Bill of 
Rights” as part of its blue-
print to improve consum-
ers’ privacy protections. 
The plan will drive efforts 
to give users more control 
over how their personal 
information is used on the 
Internet and to help busi-
nesses maintain consumer 
trust in the rapidly chang-
ing digital environment. 
The Commerce Depart-
ment is charged with bring-
ing together companies, 
privacy advocates and oth-
er stakeholders to develop 
and implement enforce-
able privacy policies.

Along with the privacy 
bill, Internet companies 

and online advertising 
networks are being asked 
to commit to “do not 
track” technology in most 
major web browsers to 
make it easier for users to 
control online tracking. 
Companies that represent 
the delivery of nearly 
90 per cent of online be-
havioral advertisements, 
including Google, Yahoo!, 
Microsoft, and AOL have 
agreed to comply when 
consumers choose to 
control online tracking. 
Notable by its absence 
is Facebook, which has 
stepped up its lobbying 
efforts against controls 
even as critics decry the 
company’s increasingly 
porous privacy guidelines.

Essentially, the popular 
online site can pretty much 
do whatever it wants with 
your information.

Founder Mark Zuck-
erberg argues today’s 
young users don’t have the 
privacy concerns of past 
generations – putting your 
information out there and 

being tracked is the norm.
“People have really got-

ten comfortable not only 
sharing more information 
and different kinds, but 
more openly and with 
more people. That social 
norm is just something that 
has evolved over time,” he 
said at tech conference in 
2010.

He’s fine with tracking 
users, and he assumes ev-
eryone else is, too.

Aside from the issue 
of being treated solely as 
data points for advertis-
ing purposes, you should 
be concerned about what 
Internet sites do with your 
information. Beyond po-
tential embarrassment and 
employment troubles – the 
result of posting your bar-
hopping escapades for all 
to see – access to your per-
sonal details is a fraudster’s 
dream: two words, identity 
theft.

If you don’t look after 
your privacy, you can be 
sure someone else is glad 
you didn’t.

How have you been taking advantage of this warm weather?

I’ve been working at getting all the yard work 
done early.

 » Allan McMurray

We’ve been enjoying barbecuing steaks.

 » Barb Buehler

I’ve been working out in the garden.

 » Brenda Bos

I’ve been lying out and enjoying the sun, 
listening to my iPod and doing some painting.

 » Saskia Koning

I’ve been riding my scooter.

 » Ethan Horst

"How many letters does the editor get about other schools in the area with similar problems?" NAME WITHELD | Page 12

WE'RE LOOKING FOR THE ONLY 
OPINION THAT COUNTS ... YOURS.
WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.
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 » From the Mar. 25, 2006 edition of the Observer.
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will be drowned by sea 
level rise.

Given how much excess 
carbon dioxide we have 
dumped into the atmo-
sphere already through 
burning fossil fuels, that 
will probably require direct 
human intervention in the 
climate system: geo-engi-
neering, in other words. 
We must also stop burning 
fossil fuels and move to 
alternative sources of en-
ergy as fast as we can, but 
we almost certainly won’t 
move fast enough to avoid 
runaway warming without 
geo-engineering.

The more romantic en-
vironmentalists hate this 
stuff and insist that there is 
a third option. They think 
we can avoid disaster just 
by learning to “live lightly 
on the planet.” That would 

be nice, but it can’t be done 
with seven billion people, 
even if they all lived like 
Gandhi. That option disap-
peared at the latest in the 
1960s, when we passed the 
three-billion mark.

This civilization is the 
distilled essence of a ten-
thousand-year human fas-
cination with technology. 
It will live or die according 
to its ability to solve by new 
technologies the problems 
it has created by its own 
past technological suc-
cesses.

If we want our great-
grandchildren to be happy 
in 2100 – if we want them 
even to be alive – then 
we have to start manag-
ing some of the planet’s 
systems (like the climate 
system), and to remove 
ourselves entirely from 
some of the others. There is 
no third option.

At $10 billion a year, Ontario's debt-servicing 
costs are its third-largest expense after 
health care and education. Ontario’s debt 
service is still expected to escalate from $9.5 
billion last year to more than $16 billion in 
2018, absorbing 11.5¢ of each revenue dollar 
compared with the current 9¢.

 » Scotiabank Economics  » Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty wants cooperation from the 
opposition parties when the government brings down its budget 
Tuesday.

Canada got its gold in men's hockey thanks 
to the Canadian sledge hockey team's win 
over Norway at the 2006 Paralympics in 
Turin, Italy. The squad was coached by 
Elmira's Jeff Snyder.

"But if the opposition chooses to play 
politics, if they force an election nobody 
wants, we will run on our budget. I will ask 
Ontarians for a majority government so we 
can get the job done.”

To the Editor,
Kudos to nikki Martin 
for telling it how it is, and 
getting the story out there 
(Letters, Observer, Mar. 
10/12). I don't know her, 
but I like her already. There 
is plenty of shame to go 
around at John Mahood 
PS, and we might as well 
address it.

At the helm there is no 
creativity. If the answer is 
not in the procedures book, 
we don't have one.  May I 
remind people, many of the 
clientele that go to John 
Mahood come from a line 
in the farming community. 
Farmers are creative. They 
solve problems when they 
arise. How utterly absurd 
that the problem of hooks 
and clean tables to eat at 
cannot be solved – the 
students could collaborate 
and  solve this problem 
with one meeting. It's easy 
to turn a blind eye and not 
care. Shame!

Where is the parent 
council in all this? Surely 
they are aware of this non-
sense ... or are they a clique 
who can't manage the 
fundraising funds that are 
raised by the children and 
community for extras in 

Will is missing to 
tackle problems at 
John Mahood

the school. Shame!
How many letters does 

the editor get about other 
schools in the area with 
similar problems? I suggest 
that John Mahood get on 
the telephone and con-
sult Linwood, St. Teresa's, 
Floradale and Riverside 
to help them. I know for a 
fact, that the custodians 
in these schools have put 
up more than a few hooks, 
supplied buckets for the 
children to wipe off their 
own desks and solved the 
issue. No,  I guess it wasn't 
in the book, but they used 
their brains. I could go on, 
but let's leave it at that and 
see if this overwhelming 
problem can be solved.

To be quite honest, I 
feel demeaned having to 
even support Nikki. For the 
parents who did not go to 
John Mahood as children 
or involved as parents, 
our school was once very 
friendly and inviting to 
all. Issues were taken up 
with teachers and prin-
cipals alike and resolved 
efficiently and without re-
percussions! Thanks Dave 
Chalmers for always being 
there to help raise our chil-
dren and  support our won-
derful community. I hope 
you always felt respected 
and valued.

A voice from the past.

name witheld by request

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com
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girls’ hockey/ ontario winter games

Hockey’s in her blood
Heidelberg teen selected for Ontario Winter Games squad, wins silver

winter games | 15

Kings face 
elimination 
after 2-1 loss 
Wednesday 
at WMC

james jackson

kings | 16

kings/ jr. b playoffs

Twin Centre sends three teams to OMHA finals
james jackson

Monica D’Arcy competed in the Ontario Winter Games 2012 in Collingwood earlier this month. She was the only player from the region to participate in the girls’ hockey tournament. [colin dewar/oBSerVer

Monica D’Arcy grew up 
on the ice. The Heidelberg 
teen started skating at the 
age of two at local arenas 
and quickly found a love 

Novice, Atom and Bantam squads reap the benefits of new focus on early years training

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks may have been 
eliminated from the play-
offs a few weeks ago, but 
hockey is still going strong 
in Twin Centre thanks to 
three teams advancing to 
the Ontario Minor Hockey 
Association finals.

The Novice Rep (7-8 years 
old), Atom AE (10-11) and 
Bantam Rep (13-14) have all 
advanced to the provincial 

Hockey is a game of 
inches, and the Elmira 
Sugar Kings are learn-
ing that the hard way as 
they’ve fallen behind the 
Stratford Cullitons 3-1 in 
their best-of-seven semi-
final series and are on 
the brink of being ousted 
from the playoffs.

The Game 4 loss came 
on home ice in front of a 
crowd of more than 1,000 
people on Wednesday 
night as they dropped a 
2-1 decision to the visiting 
Cullitons. The Kings lost 
Game 1 of the series 4-1 on 
Mar. 16 in Stratford, but 
responded with a hard-
fought 2-1 win on home 
ice last Sunday.

The team followed up 
their win with a devastat-
ing double-overtime loss 
in Stratford on Monday 
night, a game in which 
the Kings hit the goal post 
twice in the first over-
time.

All four games thus far 
have been typical play-
off hockey, with big hits 
and bigger saves at both 
ends of the ice. The same 
was true on Wednesday 
night, but the Kings head 
coach was unhappy with 
his team’s overall play in 

finals following outstand-
ing regular seasons that 
saw them at or near the top 
of their league standings.

The Atom AE team fin-
ished third in their division 
with a 17-4-1 record, the 
Bantam Rep team finished 
second with an 18-0-2 re-
cord, and the Novice Rep 
team capped off an amaz-
ing undefeated season, 
finishing 20-0-0 for first 
overall.

“It’s pretty exciting,” said 
Twin Centre’s president 

Kevin Kraemer, whose son 
Kyle is also a member of 
the Novice Rep team. 

“The teams have always 
been able to compete, but 
it seems this year that we 
were able to step it up a 
little more and make it to 
the final.”

As far back as Kraemer 
can remember to his own 
playing days, this is the 
first time that three Twin 
Centre teams have made 
it to the finals in the same 
year, which he credits to a 

shakeup at the Initiation/
Tyke level a few years back.

“Four or five years ago we 
switched it up to get them 
on the ice three times per 
week, and we’ve really put 
a focus on getting them on 
the ice more often,” he said. 
“By the time any kid gets 
to novice they know how 
to stop, how to pass, and 
they’ve gotten those basic 
skills.”

Both the Novice and 
Atom players would have 
experienced this new 

coaching style, and Krae-
mer hopes to have even 
more success with it in the 
future.

The Bantam Rep team 
has taken a 1-0 series lead 
(best of six points) against 
Blenheim thanks to a 3-2 
win on Tuesday night, and 
head coach Brock Gerber is 
proud of how far his team 
has come this season.

“We’ve had a very strong 
season, and hopefully we 
can keep it going,” he said, 
adding that the team has 

had to overcome a disap-
pointing semi-final loss in 
the Silver Stick tournament 
last December.

The Atom AE club has 
taken a 2-0 series lead over 
their opponents from Cen-
tre Hastings thanks to a 
10-3 and 4-1 win last week-
end on the road, and look 
to finish off the finals with 
a three-game sweep on Fri-
day night in Wellesley.

“Our big thing this year 

omha finals | 15

for hockey, joining her first 
team at age four.

“There is just something 
about it, I can’t really ex-
plain it, I just love to play,” 
said D’Arcy sitting at her 
family’s kitchen table.

D’Arcy’s love for the 

game has exposed her to 
many teams in the area, 
including playing with 
the Twin Centre Stars, a 
boys’ hockey team; her 
high school squad, the St. 
David’s Celtics in Waterloo; 
and her current team, the 

Waterloo Ravens Bantam 
AA.

“There is a difference 
between boys’ hockey and 
girls’ hockey. The boys tend 
to have more skills, but the 
girls have more determina-
tion, drive, and just work 

harder,” she said.
Earlier this month, 

D’Arcy joined some 180 
other female hockey play-
ers to compete in the On-
tario Winter Games held in 

colin dewar
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The score
woolwich 
wildcats

Novice: LL #2
Mar 19 vs Twin Centre
Twin Centre: 2 
Woolwich: 1 (OT)
Goals: Carter Cousineau
Assists: Coleson Sellars

Atom: MAjOr AA 
Mar 17 vs Whitby (OMHA Final 
Game 1)
Woolwich: 2 Whitby: 0
Goals: Lukas Shantz, Justin Taylor
Assists: Eli Baldin, Owen Harnock

Mar 18 vs Whitby (OMHA Final 
Game 2)
Woolwich: 1 Whitby: 0
Goals: Brody Waters 

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

    

2010 Caliber SXT
2.0L Automatic Trany.  Heated Front Seats, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless Entry, A/C, daily rental 
44,900 kms $15,900 D#10388

2010 Grand Cherokee Laredo 4X4
3.6L V6 Auto Trany.  Leather Heated Seats, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors/Seats, UConnect Hand Free, 
Touch Screen Radio With 30 Gig Hard drive, Rear Backup 
Camera and Park Sense, Keyless Entry And Go Proximity 
Sensor, Electronic Stability Control and Much More. Daily 
Rental. Charcoal, 21,500km $35,900 D#10804

243
@ 6.99%
84mths

$

113
@ 6.99%
84mths

$

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2010 Grand Caravan 
3.3L V6 Automatic. Power Windows / Locks / Mirrors, 
Keyless Entry, Full Sto and Go Seating, Rear A/C and 
Heating, Side Impact Airbags, Sunscreen Glass, Nice Van, 
Finished in Silver. Daily Rental $19,900 46,200km 
D#10508

2010 Journey SXT
3.5 V6 Auto Trany. Rear Air and Heat, Third Row Seating, 
Power Windows/ Locks/ Seat/ Mirrors, Keyless Entry, ESP 
System, One Owner Serviced Here, Finished in Silver Steel, 
$19,995, 36,150km's D#10786

$139
@ 6.99%
84mths

139
@ 6.99%
84mths

$

2008 Caliber SXT
2.0L Auto Trany, Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless 
Entry, A/C, Tilt/Cruise, Fog Lamps, Front and Side Air 
Bags, ESP System, 17' Aluminum Rims, and Much More. 
Daily Rental $11,900. Silver 56,100KM D#10806

2009 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Sahara
3.8L V6 Auto Trany. Dual top Group, Freedom Top, Power 
Windows/Locks, Keyless Entry, A/C, 18' Wheels, Side 
Tube Steps, Tilt/Cruise, Tinted Glass. Finished in Blue 
58,600 kms $24,900 D#10507

174
@ 6.99%
84mths

$

107
@ 6.99%
60mths

$

2009 Grand Caravan Anniversary Edition
3.3L V6 Auto. Power Widows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless 
Entry, Rear Power Window Group, Stow n Go Seating with 
Bucket Seats, 17' Aluminum Wheels, Steering Wheel 
Audio Controls, Power Seat, Tilt Cruise, A/C, Bought and 
Serviced Here!. Silver 52,525 $17,900 D#10805

2003 Ram Reg Cab 1500 ST
4.7 V8 Automatic. Air Conditioning, Manual Door Locks 
and Windows, Vinyl Floor Covering, 8 Foot Box, Box Liner, 
In very nice condition, Finished in White $8900 Includes 
Safety and Certification.

  

  

$138
@ 6.99%
72mths

8,900$ 112
@ 5.99%
72mths

$

195
@ 5.99%
60mths

$

2008 Ram 1500 4X4 SXT
5.7L MDS Automatic. Keyless Entry, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Tilt/Cruise, A/C,CD,Trailer Tow, 
ESP System, Box Liner,Brand new Tires,New Front Brakes,
New Rear Brakes. Finished in Red, 62,566km $21,900 
D#10875

2009 Journey
2.4L Automatic. Keyless Entry, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Tinted Windows, A/C, Tilt, Cruise, 
One Owner Serviced Here With Only 33,20KM Finished in 
Metallic Grey, $14,500 D#10876

2004 Grand Caravan
3.3L Automatic. Power Seat, Quad Seating, Rear Air and 
Heat, Power Windows/Locks, Aluminum Wheels, Keyless 
Entry, A/C, Cruise, Tilt, CD, One Owner Bought Here. 
Finished in Linen Gold, 114,022km $7,900 UV128A 

2006 Pontiac Torrent
3.4L V6 Automatic. Keyless Entry, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors, A/C and Cruise, Fog Lamps, 
Deep Tint Glass, 17' Aluminum Rims and Tires, Very 
Clean, One Owner, Rust Inhibited from New, Colour Gold, 
74,528km $11900 UC107A 

11,900$

7,900$

woolwich atoms win gold in bradford

The Woolwich Atom LL #2 team won the Bradford Blue and Gold Classic tournament that took place from Feb. 10-12. They claimed the win 
after a 4-2 win over Powassan in the championship game. Back row: Mike Grant (trainer), Matthew Dunn, Sam Nitsche, james Ormson, Cj 
Sider, Brendan Grant, Matthew Fleischmann, ray Boehm (assistant coach). Middle row: Tyson Kraemer, Adam Anstett, jonathon Dinglestad, 
Owen Hill-ring, Max Nitsche, Troy Dunn (coach). Front row: Tanner Mann, Tim Brunkard, joseph Boehm, Brannon Slade, Matthew radler. 

Peewee: MAjOr A
Mar 19 vs Ancaster (Tri-County 
Finals Game 1)
Ancaster: 3 Woolwich: 2
Goals: Keegan Saunders, Mitch 
Waters
Assists: Tyson Bender, Cam Brown

Bantam: MiNOr A
Mar 20 vs Centre Wellington
Centre Wellington: 5 
Woolwich: 1
Goals: Tyler Moser
Assists: Matheiu Fife,  
Jayden Hipal

twin centre 
stars

Novice: LL #1
Mar 13 vs New Hamburg
Twin Centre: 10 
New Hamburg: 0

Goals: Blake Wolf x3, Cory Martin 
x3, Connor Doerbecker x3, Noah 
Bailey
Assists: Noah Bailey, Connor 
Doerbecker
Shutout: Tyler Rose
Mar 13 vs Brussels
Twin Centre: 2 
Brussels: 0
Goals: Cory Martin, Blake Wolf
Assists: Connor Doerbecker
Shutout: Tyler Rose
Mar 13 vs New Hamburg
New Hamburg: 5
Twin Centre: 1
Goals: Connor Doerbecker

Atom: AE
Mar 17 vs Centre Hastings (OMHA 
Finals Game 1)
Twin Centre: 10 
Centre Hastings: 3
Goals: Tyler Zyta x2, Cameron 
Hoy x2, Curtis Butler, Blair Bender, 

DON’T FORGET TO TAKE US.
INCLUDE US IN YOUR TRAVEL PLANS. SNAP A PIC WITH YOU, THE 

OBSERVER AND A LANDMARK & SEND IT IN.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

Brock Krulicki, Josh Hubert, Ben 
Hayden, Alex Kaufman
Assists: Dylan Hehn x3, Curtis 
Butler x2, Tyler Zyta x2, Alex 

Kaufman, Caleb Wellman, William 
Weber
Mar 18 vs Centre Hastings (OMHA 
Finals Game 2)

Twin Centre: 4 
Centre Hastings: 1
Goals: Brock Krulicki x2, Alex 
Kaufman, Curtis Butler

Assists: William Weber, Ben 
Hayden, Dylan Hehn

twin centre 
hericanes

Novice: LL #2
Mar 19 vs Wilmot
Twin Centre: 4 
Wilmot: 0
Goals: EmilyKrueger x2, Katya 
Yusim, Makenna Krulicki
Shutout: Kirsten Livingston

Midget: LL #1
Mar 19 vs Twin Centre LL #2
Twin Centre LL #1: 3 
Twin Centre LL #2: 2
Goals: Sarah Miltenburg, Jillian 
Sebben, Janessa Heywood
Assists: Janessa Heywood, 
Samantha Haid, Shannon Novak

Midget: LL #2
Mar 19 vs Twin Centre LL #1
Twin Centre LL #1: 3  
Twin Centre LL #2: 2
Goals: Kaitlyn Jantzi, Megan Kroetsch
Assists: Megan Kroetsch, Taylor Holst
Mar 20 vs Wilmot
Twin Centre: 1 
Wilmot: 1
Goals: Contessa Brenner
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not so great outdoorsman / steVe gaLea

OPEN
COUNTRY

Your reputation as a good shot is all about the luck of the draw

As hard as it is to be-
lieve, the other day I made 
a really good shot with 
my longbow in front of a 
credible witness. This is 
something that occasion-
ally happens to every out-
doorsman I know – typi-
cally with about the same 
frequency as a lottery win 
or the growth of new hair 
in wanted places.  

In fact, this happens 
so infrequently to most 
outdoors enthusiasts, 
that most of us don’t even 

know how to handle it.  So, 
as a public service to me-
diocre shots everywhere, 
here’s how it’s done.

First, let’s acknowledge 
that when confronted with 
this unlikely situation, 
most shooters do exactly 
the wrong thing. They just 
continue on as if nothing 
miraculous had just hap-
pened. Then, God forbid, 
they actually ruin the 
moment by attempting a 
second shot.

Trust me. This is not the 
right thing to do. 

Let’s take my action on 
that shot as a textbook ex-
ample of the correct way to 
handle this. 

After my buddy Tom re-

trieved the arrow from an 
old decoy he had set out in 
the field, he looked at me 
with renewed respect and 
said, “Great shot! You put 
that arrow right through 
its head. First try too!”

There’s no doubt he was 
impressed. More than that, 
the look in his eye sug-
gested that he had finally 
grasped what a longbow in 
the right hands could do.

Which was why that was 
no time to tell him that I 
was aiming at the bucket 
three feet to the left.

I mean, why ruin the 
fantasy for him. Remem-
ber this. There’s simply no 
place for honesty in this 
scenario.

What happened next is 
key.

Yes, I quickly unstrung 
my longbow and began 
packing up.

Forget to do this and you 
run the risk of being talked 
into taking a second shot. 
And, believe me, this is 
tempting.

Yet, it is also the surest 
way to undo all the good 
to your reputation that the 
first shot inflicted.

But trust me; no good 
will come of it.

Unless, of course, you 
aim at the decoy and you 
drill the bucket three feet 
to the right.

In this case, you can 
quickly dispel all doubt, 

by saying “Well, that’s two 
for two! Now you’ll have to 
excuse me, I’ve got a previ-
ous appointment.”

But that’s far too risky, if 
you ask me. 

No, it’s far better to put 
the bow away and never 
shoot in front of that per-
son again for the rest of 
your life. Instead, stick an 
arrow in the bull’s eye of 
a target in your yard and 
whenever that person 
pulls up into the driveway, 
greet him with bow in 
hand and then casually 
walk over to the target and 
pull the arrow out. But 
never shoot in front of him 
again.

I know it sounds ex-

treme. But trust me, if you 
want people to think you 
are a good shot, the less 
you shoot in front of them, 
the better.

Don’t believe me? 
Well, think about this. 

We’ve all heard about Wil-
liam Tell knocking the 
apple off of his son’s head 
or Robin Hood splitting 
the arrow at that legend-
ary tournament right? OK, 
now who has heard of any 
other shot either of them 
made after that?

I rest my case. 
You see, I don’t care how 

good you are. At one time 
or another, every archer 
needs to rely on the luck of 
the draw.

Monica D’Arcy wears her Ontario Winter Games jersey with the blue heart crest in memory 
of Daron richardson, who lost her life to suicide. [colin dewar/the oBSerVer]

omha finals: TC teams enjoying a banner 
year; look forward to what this weekend brings

from | 13

was to play for your team-
mates,” said head coach 
Steve Krulicki. “It’s a good 
early age to get them think-
ing that way because as you 
move on in any sport it’s all 
about the team. Play for the 

winter games: Great experience as she 
eyes the next steps in her hockey development

from | 13 team, play for your team-
mates.”

The Novice Rep team 
kept their undefeated 
streak alive with a 9-1 win 
over South Huron in Game 
1 of the finals last week-
end, and look to keep the 
fairytale season intact in 

which they’ve also claimed 
the International Silver 
Stick in January by going 
5-0.

Game 2 was set for 
Thursday night but results 
were unavailable before 
press. For a full schedule of 
games, visit www.tcmha.ca.

The Twin Centre Novice rep team took first place at the international Silver Stick tournament held in january and is one of three Twin Centre 
teams to make it to the OMHA finals. Back row: Brent Murray (asst. coach), jamie Hislop (head coach), jeff Stemmler (trainer), Duane 
Gowing (asst. coach), Paul Schnarr (manager). Third row: Sam Erb, Curtis Bisch, Evie Adam. Second row: jacob Thompson, Michael Hayes, 
jaxson Murray, Brayden Hislop, Kyle Kraemer, Austin Stemmler, Easton Gowing. Front: johathan Gervais. [SuBmitted]

Collingwood. She was the 
only player from the region 
to participate in the tour-
nament chosen from more 
than 700 girls across the 
province. 

The Ontario Winter 
Games are a multi-sport 
competition showcasing 
some of Ontario’s best 
amateur athletes. Women’s 
hockey first participated in 
the games in 1985.

“It was an amazing ex-
perience – they treated us 
like we were at the Olym-
pics. We were placed on 
teams and the teams did 
everything together,” said 
D’Arcy. “It really helped us 
connect as we were pretty 
much strangers at the be-
ginning. They were all so 
talented and it was great to 
be able to play with them.”

D’Arcy played for Team 
Agosta, named after 
Meghan Agosta, a mem-
ber of Canadian Olympic 
women’s hockey team that 
won gold medals at both 
the Turin and Vancouver 
Olympics.

 D’Arcy and her team-
mates quickly bonded and 
found themselves in the 
gold medal game after win-
ning the semi-final game 
in triple overtime. Unfortu-
nately they came up short, 
taking silver in a game that 
saw them lose 2-1 in sud-
den-death overtime.

“Even though we didn’t 
win the gold it felt like we 
did: we were all so happy 
to be there and had such a 
great time. We were a real 
team and played like one,” 
she said.

A special crest was worn 
by the all the girls at the 
competition in memory of 
Daron Richardson who lost 
her life to suicide at the age 
of 14. Richardson had com-

peted in the 2010 games. 
The crest, a blue heart 

with the letters D.I.F.D (Do 
It For Daron) is part of a 
youth-driven initiative fo-
cused on raising awareness 
about youth mental health 
issues.

“I was very proud to wear 
the crest and represent her. 

I did not know her but met 
a lot of girls who did and 
they said she was kind and 
very outgoing,” said D’Arcy.

With an Ontario games 
silver medal behind her, 
D’Arcy plans to continue 
playing hockey with hopes 
of joining a junior girls’ 
team in the near future.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

NEWSPAPERS HAVE PROVEN TO SUPPLY 
TRUSTWORTHY ADS AND SHOPPING 
RESOURCES. PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 
WITH A PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED AD 
IN THE OBSERVER TODAY.

POWER
OF PRESS.
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kings: Stratford up 3-1 in second round of GOJHL playoffs; it’s do or die on Friday night
kings | 13

what was a crucial point 
in the series.

“The better team won. 
The group that came out 
and played as a team won 
the hockey game, and 
the group that came out 
and played as individuals 
didn’t,” Dean DeSilva said 
following the Game 4 loss 
Wednesday night.

“We’ve got a game plan 
in place, we’ve talked to 
them about it before the 
game, but once that game 
starts it’s up to them to 
execute it.”

Four minutes into the 
game goaltender Nick 
Horrigan made a spec-
tacular left pad save on 
Stratford’s Chad Binning, 
then followed it up with 
another big right pad save 
seconds later on Ryan 
Watson to keep the score 
tied at zero.

Those saves jump-
started the Kings and less 
than five minutes later 
Brett Priestap fired his 
fourth goal of the playoffs 
and first of the series past 
Cullitons netminder Jesse 
Raymond to give Elmira 
a 1-0 lead, assisted by 
Michael Hasson and Riley 
Sonnenburg.

The Kings dominated 
the remainder of the pe-
riod, outshooting Strat-
ford 21-12 and leading 1-0 
heading into the intermis-
sion, but in the second 
period bad habits and bad 
penalties snuck into the 
Kings game.

“I thought I had ad-
dressed that with players 
before the game but obvi-
ously not,” said DeSilva.

Stratford turned the 
tables and tied the 
game at 18:29 when the 
puck bounced onto Ray 
Huether’s stick in the slot 
and he tapped it into the 
open net from five feet 
out.

The Cullitons outshot 
Elmira 10-8 in the second, 
but the home team still 
had their chances, in par-
ticular Brady Campbell 
who was stopped on a par-
tial breakway with 11:08 
left on the clock, and again 
with 3:15 remaining when 
he stripped the defender 
of the puck and walked 
in alone on Raymond but 
was turned aside to keep 
the game tied.

The third period turned 
into a war of attrition 
as neither side was will-
ing to give an inch past 
their own blueline, but 
again the Kings had 
their chances and were 
stymied. The best came 
with about 8:50 left on the 
clock when Priestap was 
sent away on a breakaway, 
but robbed by the left pad 
of Raymond as Priestap 

tried to cut across the 
front of the net and tuck 
the puck home.

That turned out to be 
the save of the game – 
and perhaps the save of 
the series – as Stratford 
immediately turned up 
the ice and scored a rath-
er weak goal on Horrigan 
on a shot that eluded him 
through traffic.

The final seconds were 
frantic as the Kings tried 
to tie it, but they failed to 
do so, falling 2-1 on the 
scoreboard and now trail 

3-1 in the series heading 
back to Stratford on Fri-
day night. Raymond fin-
ished with 38 saves in the 
win and has now made 
159 saves on 165 shots in 
the series, but Priestap 
wouldn’t go so far as to 
say that the goalie is now 
in shooters’ heads.

“He’s making the saves 
from outside it’s just that 
nobody is going to the 
dirty areas to put the puck 
in,” Priestap said. “Since 
Game 2 we haven’t kept it 
simple, we’ve been trying 

Kings goaltender Nick Horrigan makes a diving pad save on ryan Watson of the Stratford Cullitons in Game 4 of their semi-final matchup on Wednesday night. The save – one of 32 on the night – would spark the team, but the Kings 
eventually fell 2-1, and now trail Stratford 3-1 in the best-of-seven series. [JameS JacKSon/oBSerVer

Left, Brett Catto lines up a shot during Game 2 of the series on Sunday night, which the Kings won 2-1. right, Lukas Baleshta protects the puck from Culliton forward Pat Clifford in Game 4 on Wednesday night. The Kings headed to 
Stratford Friday night, looking to extend their series to Game 6 back on home ice on Sunday.k [JameS JacKSon/oBSerVer

series summary:
Game 1 Mar. 16 in Stratford
Stratford: 4 Elmira: 1

Game 2 Mar. 18 in Elmira
Elmira: 2  Stratford: 1

Game 3 Mar. 19 in Stratford
Stratford: 3  Elmira: 2 (double OT)

Game 4 Mar. 21 in Elmira
Stratford: 2  Elmira: 1

Game 5 Mar. 23 in Stratford

Game 6 (if necessary) Mar. 25 in Elmira
Game 7 (if necessary) Mar. 26 in Stratford

to do too much, and Hor-
rigan is keeping us in it so 
we have to help him out 
a bit.”

For DeSilva, the reason 
the team trails in the se-
ries is his players’ refusal 
to do all the little things 
necessary to win in the 
playoffs.

“Guys are trying to be 
too fancy instead of just 
getting the puck down 
low and jamming it at 
the net, which is what we 
want to do. Just jam and 
look for rebounds and 

create confusion in front 
of the net and score ugly 
goals.

“But these guys want 
the highlight reel goals, 
and they don’t realize that 
the dirty goals win you 
championships. The high-
light reel goals will make 
you a hero for one night.”

Game 5 of the series 
goes Friday night in 
Stratford at 7:30 p.m., and 
should the Kings force a 
Game 6, it will be played 
at the Dan Snyder Arena 
on Sunday at 7 p.m.
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Direct: 519-747-1256 Ex 209 

HANEY, HANEY & KENDALL

JOHN KENDALL
Barrister & Solicitor

41 Erb St. E., P.O. Box 185, Waterloo ON
TEL: 519-747-1010  FAX: 519-747-9323 EMAIL: jkendall@haneylaw.com

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit bloodservices.ca

22 Church St. W • 519-669-5353

Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches 
Donuts •Pies • Muffins 

Bread • Cookies
Mon. to Sat. 6 am - 5:30 pm • Closed Sunday

Home Baking
Light Lunches

Breakfast

 60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

Sulco Chemicals Limited

www.sulcochemicals.com

Registered to ISO 9001, 14001 

Manufacturers of Sulphuric Acid and Sodium Bisulphite 

3585 Ament Line RR#3, Wallenstein • 519-699-4236

• Additions
• Renovations 
• Exterior Cladding
• Insulation 
• Doors & Windows
www.waymar.on.ca

100 Union St. • 519-669-0524

www.woolwichrentals.ca
2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.

(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2065 Floradale Rd, RR1 • 519-669-2300

Tuesday-Friday 8am - 6pm • Saturday 9am - 12

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5484

Elmira Insurance

Blood and blood products are a critical part of everyday medical care, such as major surgeries and other medical procedures.

Give Blood ... to save lives.
The Next Elmira Clinic: Thursday, March 29, 2012  
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm at Lion's Hall, Elmira

THE ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE FOLLOWING 
COMMUNITY-MINDED BUSINESSES:

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

Gary: Heart bypass
Wednesday 2:30pm

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED

Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com

21 Church St. W., ELMIRA
(519) 669-5475 

www.farmersplus.ca
Hours of Operation: Mon-Fri:8am-6pm; Sat 8am-5pm

Open until 9pm on Blood Donor nights

95 Southfield Dr • 519-669-1842

ROLAN INC
ELECTRIC MOTOR

Sales & Repair

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 • 519-699-5411

www.floorsfirst.com/stclementsheartandhome/

• Carpet
• Tile
• Vinyl
• Hardwood
• Sico Paint
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

TECHNOLOGY / NEW BUSINESS MODEL

Hardware? 
There’s an app for that

Municipalities are un-
likely to applaud Tues-
day’s much-anticipated 
provincial budget, if trial 
balloons floated through 
the media over the past few 
weeks ring true.

They’ve hinted at more 
offloading of services to 
municipalities, particularly 
in areas such as roads and 
bridges. Indeed, these are 
expensive to build and 
maintain. And with the ex-
orbitant fuel taxes we pay 
in this province, shouldn’t 
urban and rural munici-
palities expect a major part 
of that money to come back 
to them to help make roads 
safe for the very people 
paying the taxes? Abso-
lutely.

Without good roads, a 
jurisdiction looks bush 
league. Try driving through 
Michigan sometime and 
you’ll see. Highways are 
worse than terrible. Border-
ing on dangerous.

But roads aside, you can 
hardly find anything in an 
existing budget that is not 
important to someone. A 
practical or political reason 
exists for every line item; 
the challenge is to find 
someone able and willing 
to defend them, when, 
during these trying times, 

Budget 
must 
bolster 
Ontario’s 
research 
capacity

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 19

Home Hardware goes mobile with applications for smartphones, portable devices

JAMES JACKSON

HOME HARDWARE | 19

Thanks to the re-
cord-shattering 
warm temperatures 
throughout the month of 
March, homeowners are 
likely trying to get a jump 
on their home and lawn 
maintenance.

Home Hardware is 
helping customers shop 
for the season all from 
the palm of their hands 
with its improved mobile 
website and new mobile 
applications for smart-
phones.

The application, or app 
as it’s referred to, is free 
to download for Black-
berry, Android and Apple 
devices, and the apps are 
available at Blackberry 
App World, the Android 
Market, and the Apple 
App Store.

“We realize our custom-
ers lead very busy lives, so 
we wanted our customers 
to be able to conveniently 
access Home’s online 
tools from anywhere,” 
said Paul Straus, presi-
dent and CEO of Home 
Hardware Stores Ltd.

Customers will find 
a world of possibilities 
in the app, which gives 
users the ability to find 
their closest store, search 
and navigate over 60,000 
products, get local prices, 
view the current flyer, and 
create a shopping list – all 
on their mobile device. 
There is also a unit con-
verter capable of convert-
ing length, mass, area, 
volume and temperature.

Home Hardware marketing manager Kathy Philippe (back, left), retail applications development manager Mat Nadrofsky (back, right), senior programmer Jason Down (front, left) and 
programmer Scott Boettger (front, right) are part of the programming team behind the new Home Hardware mobile apps that have launched this year. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

This is the company’s 
first venture into the app 
world, and with the rise 
in mobile computing, the 
time was right to launch, 
notes the company’s di-
rector of marketing.

“This is just a very basic 
entry and we’ll grow it 
and modify it as we go,” 
said Jack Baillie. “We’ve 
got lots of ideas of in-
creasing the functionality 
in the future.”

The St. Jacobs-based re-
tailer launched the Black-
berry and Android apps 
a couple of months back, 
but the Apple app was just 
released last week, said 
Baillie, adding the entire 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

POWER OF PRESS.
NEWSPAPERS HAVE PROVEN TO SUPPLY TRUSTWORTHY ADS AND SHOPPING 

RESOURCES. PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH A PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED 

AD IN THE OBSERVER TODAY.

process only took a matter 
of months for program-
mers to accomplish from 
start to finish.

“It didn’t take very 
long. We work with our in-
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cuts are being sought that 
hurt the fewest number of 
people the least ... or con-
versely, when line items are 
being identified that when 
enhanced, help the great-
est number of people the 
most.

That’s where research 
comes in, and it says so at 
various places throughout 
the so-called Drummond 
Report, the Commission 
on the Reform of Ontario’s 
Public Services. For exam-
ple, the report says Ontario 
“must shift to foreseeing 

problems and cutting them 
off before they develop. 
This in turn requires a gov-
ernment with a serious re-
search capacity, both inter-
nally and through what it 
can draw from the outside.” 
Amen, Mr.  Drummond. It 
also says “every effort must 
be made to bolster future 
economic growth rates.”

Well, the province can 
use agriculture as a model 
for cooperation and pros-
perity. It can point to the 
research partnership be-
tween the University of 
Guelph and the Ontario 

Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs, as 
a way to address problems 
and generate or invest 
in opportunities for our 
all-important food sector, 
in an incredibly efficient 
manner.

With the province’s sup-
port, the university is able 
to maintain a constant and 
ready stable of researchers 
and technicians who can 
plan for long-term needs 
and respond rapidly to 
short-term opportunities 
or emergencies.  Because 
of the partnership, there’s 

no need to spend valuable 
time assembling disparate 
research teams. The exper-
tise is already in place, at 
Guelph.

This is an example of 
what Drummond refers to 
as “foreseeing serious prob-
lems and cutting them off 
before they develop.” When 
the United Nations started 
predicting that in 20 years 
the world would need twice 
as much food as it has now, 
it was pretty clear a seri-
ous situation had emerged. 
It’s a problem if we can’t 
address it. It’s a challenge 

to everyone to rally around 
and work towards coopera-
tively – governments, uni-
versities and farmers alike.

Farmers support re-
search. They know research 
will reveal approaches and 
technologies that will help 
feed the world.

And just when farmers 
are making progress, me-
thodically planning when 
they’ll get into their fields, 
along comes the warmest 
March ever, challenging 
much of what they’ve tra-
ditionally thought about 
early planting. Along come 

the driest conditions the 
prairies have seen since 
the Dust Bowl. Along come 
record crop prices owing to 
calamities elsewhere and 
soaring demand. Questions 
regarding the cause and 
effect abound, and answers 
are imperative.

Is this the time to cut 
back on research? No way. 
This is the time to invest 
in programs that help the 
greatest number of people 
the most.

No wonder farmers sup-
port research. The budget 
should too.

ROBERTS: Changing conditions demand more research to feed a growing population

HOME HARDWARE: Handheld devices becoming a prevalent part of the shopping experience

FARMERS PLUS CELEBRATES TWO YEARS

FROM | 18
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Lending is 
different at MSCU

*Rate subject to change

.49%* 35 Year Term

Residential Mortgage Special

Heidi Harris
Personal Lender 

www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529
A Mennonite financial cooperative serving 
communities of faith across Ontario

We encourage responsible 
use of credit, apply faith-based 
stewardship principles, and seek 
to live out our values every day.
As a credit union, one member’s 
deposit becomes another 
member’s loan.

Call Heidi today  
and experience  
the MSCU difference.

The apps, available for Blackberry, Apple, and Android devices, include many helpful features, such as a store locator, a QR code scanner, 
access to videos and other online materials, and a handy measurement conversion tool. Shoppers can access more than 60,000 items online 
from the palm of their hand. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

Farmers Plus in Elmira held their second anniversary celebration on Mar. 16 including door prizes, a barbecue, and other gifts for customers, 
and included employees Jim Ritter (left), Linda Oehring, Kervin Frey, Martha Martin, Charlotte Brohman, Alice Soeder and owner Lloyd 
Hurlburt. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

house folks and worked 
directly with the compa-
nies. Apple is a little more 

stringent in their expecta-
tions, so that’s why their’s 
didn’t launch as quickly 
as the others.”

Social media is the new-

est buzz-word in terms 
of marketing, and digital 
consumers are showing 
that they are hungry for 
applications that allow 

them to interact with 
brands, while providing 
them with unique and use-
ful content.

Apple has more than 
half a million apps in its 
app store and more than 25 
billion downloads since it 
launched in July of 2008.

Google Android isn’t far 
behind, either, with some 
450,000 apps available 
and more than one billion 
downloads per month 
from the Android Market, 
which also launched in 
2008.

Blackberry also boasts 

some six million down-
loads per day through 
its App World, and has 
accumulated about two 
billion downloads since it 
launched in 2009.

“More and more people 
are making decisions 
and doing look-ups from 
handhelds no matter 
where they are,” said Bail-
lie. “So it made sense for 
us to have a format that 
can tweak the desktop 
version to a readable op-
tion online for the mo-
bile.”

The company has also 

embraced social media 
as a way of reaching cus-
tomers, with many of the 
company’s 1,000 indepen-
dent dealer-owners op-
erating their own Twitter 
and Facebook accounts to 
reach their customers.

“Just walk around a 
mall and every second 
person is texting or talk-
ing on a phone. And as 
we all get more involved 
in social media you’re 
checking out your Face-
book page or your Twitter 
account.”
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THE ARTS
ON THE STAGE / EDSS DRAMA

A play with plenty to say
EDSS students tackle complicated one-act play as school’s entry into the Sears Drama Festival

After more than four 
decades in the music busi-
ness, Jimmy Phair is giving 
free rein to his inner song-
writer, as can be seen on his 
latest album, Something 
Old, Something New, Some-
thing Borrowed, Something 
Blue.

The new disc, which 
gets its official launch next 
month at Maryhill’s Com-
mercial Tavern, contains 
six tracks penned by the 
septuagenarian country 
legend. It’s the first spate 
of songwriting he’s done 
in more than 20 years; 
some of the songs have 
been percolating for ages, 
others partially completed 
and filed away in his desk 
drawer. In working on a 
new album, pushed for 
and produced by Kitchener 
dobro guitar player Bob 
Tremblay, Phair went to 
the writing well in earnest.

“I discovered that, way 
down deep inside, Jimmy 
Phair was a songwriter,” he 
laughs over the phone from 
his home in Sarnia. 

Faced with a new album, 
a song like “Back Sliding 
Christian,” which he start-
ed writing six years ago 
then filed away in a drawer, 
suddenly fell into place: he 
got out of bed at 3 a.m. one 
morning and finished it in 
20 minutes.

“Some songs just come 
to you. Others you have 

EDSS drama teacher 
DJ Carroll has something 
different up his sleeve for 
this year’s Sears Drama 
Festival to be held at Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Collegiate 
and Vocational School 
(KCI) next week.

Over the years the school 
has won a slew of awards in 
the directing, acting, stage 
management and music. 
This year Carroll hopes 
that his student’s produc-
tion of Tuna Fish Eulogy 
will bring home some new 
hardware for the trophy 
case.

The play was written by 
Carroll’s friend Lindsay 
Price and won the 1996 Na-
tional Playwriting Award 
for best one-act play.

It offers mystery and 
misery in a challenging 
theatrical package. It is a 
very complicated play, said 
Carroll. 

Traditional plays are 
written with one line after 
another with easy to follow 
dialogue. Tuna Fish Eulogy 
is something different. It is 
what’s called a ladder play. 
That means the text is writ-
ten in columns with each 
character in the play get-
ting his or her own column 
resulting in characters 
speaking in unison. The 
play is known as a choral 
play taking advantage of 
the ensemble of characters. 
All the characters in the 
play never leave the stage.

“It takes a lot of work 
to perfect but the result is 
musical,” said Carroll. “I 
have wanted to do this play 
for a few years now and I 
just thought I had a great 
group of kids that would be 

ASPHALT PAVING
Ask about Street Print Pavement Texturing

“Asphalt that looks like brick”

Since 
1926

P.O. BOX 40, MOOREFIELD, ON  NOG 2K0

DRIVEWAYS | PARKING LOTS | FARM LANEWAYS | SAND & GRAVEL

1-800-265-8764FREE
ESTIMATES

For more information call 519-669-5044 

COMPUTER LESSONS
Daytime - Mon. 9:00-11a.m.

STARTS APRIL 2 (4 WKS)
Evenings - Thurs. 7:00-9 p.m. (4 WKS)

STARTS APRIL 12

Members: $20, Non Members $30
To Pre-Register Call 519-669-5044

IS YOUR COMPUTER 
RUNNING SLOW?

Windows Computer Tune-Up Special: Only $39
Next Day Pick Up!

We have what you need...right here in town!

NEW ELECTRONICS STORE 
NOW OPEN: DOWNTOWN ELMIRA!

Waterloo Regional Electronics
10 Church St W (LOWER LEVEL) Elmira (519) 669-0755
Church & Arthur St - at the Royal Bank Corner

COLIN DEWAR

Canadian 
country 
music legend 
channels  
his inner 
songwriter

LIVE MUSIC / 
COMMERCIAL TAVERN

PHAIR | 31

EDSS students, Candace Kuepfer, (top left), Tyler Kehl, Joel Klein-Horsman, Janel Beatty, Kira Buckley, Laura Martin, Avery Shoemaker, 
Brett Schinkman, and Karley Schaefer will be performing Tuna Fish Eulogy at the Sears Drama Festival. A preview show is set for tomorrow 
(Sunday). [COLIN DEWAR/OBSERVER

STEVE KANNON

able to handle it.”
The play examines the 

tragedy of a young boy’s 
death in the 1950s. As the 
story unfolds, the myster-

ies start to pile up. Was it a 
suicide? Could it have been 
prevented? Who is respon-
sible? The boy’s mother? 
The boy’s babysitter? 

“With all the characters 
speaking at the same time 
it can be confusing at first 
but it is designed so that 
the audience still gets the 

whole story and in some 
ways it sounds like real life 
when people are all talk-
ing at the same time,” said 
Carroll.

It took the students quite 
a few reads before they 
understood the premise 
of the play. With no main 
characters the play is a true 
ensemble work and the au-
dience is left trying to fig-
ure out the mystery when 
the final curtain falls.

“This show has so much 
depth to it, it is all about 
the character work and 
looking around the stage 
and seeing those little mo-
ments that the supporting 
actors have together,” said 
Candace Kuepfer, who 
plays Mrs. Cherry, the bab-
ysitter’s mother.

“I had a lot of fun just 
working on all the little 
character moments where 
a character looks to the left 
and you are left wondering 
what is she thinking – that 
is the exciting part of this 
show for me.”

The stage is quite mini-
mal for the production with 
Carroll having everything 
painted black to emphasize 
the characters on stage.

“The set is nothing, it is 
not important. The actors, 
the story that is what is im-
portant and we are creating 
levels for the audience,” he 
explained.

The production will have 
a one-night showing at 
the EDSS gymnasium on 
tomorrow (Sunday) starting 
at 7:30 p.m., with tickets 
available at the school for 
$5. The play will then be 
a part of a three one-act 
show at the Sears Drama 
Festival at KCI on Mar. 29 
starting at 7 p.m.
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HELP WANTED

E.L.M. 
TRAINING

IS NOW OFFERING

CPR-C + AED Course
Thurs. April 12, 2012

$72 regular, $61.20
with student ID

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
MARCH 29

www.elmtraining.ca 
click on the first aid link for 

registration form.

This Lifesaving Society course is 
WSIB approved and incorporates 

the latest guidelines for CPR, 
choking and AED (defibrillation). 

Ideal for students, parents, 
caregivers and employees. 

TRAINING

.ca

www.

Online Store / Auction
OPEN THIS FRIDAY & SATURDAY

10AM - 5PM

THE ON
GOING

GARAGE
SALE!

Factory Direct Mattresses

342 Arthur St. S. Elmira, Ontario
(226) 444-1863

al@4salebyauction.ca
www.alstrashtotreasure.ca

www.facebook.com/alstrashtotreasure

AUCTIONS

Looking to hire an experienced heavy truck 
mechanic, concrete pump operators, a dispatcher, 
and salesperson. Experienced operators preferred 
but will train qualified applicant. Must have DZ 
license. Competitive wages & benefits.

 
Please fax your resume to

519-648-3528 
 

SCHWING

36th ANNUAL SPRING TURF & LANDSCAPING AUCTION

Sat      Mar 31st       9:00am

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday Mar 3th 2012, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: Min $500.00 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

www.mrjutzi.ca - Website is updated daily as vehicles arrive!
PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!

No Buyer’s Premium!!  INDOOR - Heated Building!!!

AUCTION

3-03/04 IHC TA Dump Sander Plow’s
2-98 Ford/Freightliner SA Tractors
4-02/04 Ford F350 Crew Diesel’s
2002 Chev 5500 Diesel Multilift
2000 Chev 3500/w Miller Welder
2000 Ford F350 4X4 Tow Truck
6+ 00/06 Ford/Chev 4X4’s & P/U’s
8-00/04 Chev/Ford Vans
5-02/03 Caravan/Astro’s
2009 Escape 4X4
Backhoe* Loader * Stump Grinder
Wing Mowers * Forklifts* MF 245
17+ Diesel Mowers
KWIK-Kerb Concrete Curb System

Turf - Municipal

Gator & Trucksters
De-Thatchers * Edgers
50+ Mowers * 10+ Tillers
35+ Weed Trimmers
8+ Hedge Trimmers
8+ Plate Compactors
14+ Stihl Chainsaws * 5+ Aerators
10+ Blowers * Concrete Saws
Line Painter * Sod Cutter * Golf Carts
Floor Grinder * Generators
10+ Enclosed & Landscape Trailers 
6+  Slide-in Sanders * Snowplow
3pth/PTO=> Sweeper, Aerator, 
Seeders, Forklift

Auctioneer’s Note - There will be TWO Auction Rings
Come Early or Miss the Deals!

AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

DELIVERY AND INSTALLA-
TION person. Heavy lifting 
involved. Part-time days 
- flexible hours. Occasional 
evenings and weekends. 
Knowledge of hand tools 
required. Must have drivers 
license with a clean record. 
Must be mature, responsible, 
with excellent communica-
tion skills. Email: sales@
abbilliards.ca Fax: 519-763-
1103.

WORK 
WANTED

EXPERIENCED MENNONITE 
CLEANING lady. In Elmira 
area only. Call Darlene at 519-
669-2285, evenings. 

HEALTH CARE

PAIN IN THE Neck, arms and 
shoulders? Backaches? Pain 
going down legs? Trouble 
sleeping? Winter blues? Call 
today: 519-577-3251. Grant’s 
Hands On Therapy. Elmira 
office or house calls.

FOR SALE

BOOK SALE - March 28, 10 
a.m. - 9 p.m., March 30, 1 p.m. 
- 9 p.m. At Salema Martin’s, 
15 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira. 519-
669-3941.

ROLL TOP DESK, brown, 7 
drawer, 48” x 24”, $100 o.b.o. 
Call Helen at 519-669-1982.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX 
spring, new, never 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. 519-635-
8737. Delivery available. 
TEMPERPEDIC MEMORY 
FOAM MATTRESS, new, never 
used, in sealed bag. Like 
sleeping on a cloud. No 
pressure points. Bankruptcy 
sale $595, box spring $200 
extra. Delivery available.  
519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

SAT MAR 24 at 10:00 AM - 
Property auction of a one 
acre country property or 
hobby farm 2 or possible 3 
bedroom bungalow with 
30ft x 40ft barn or shop. To 
be held at 4065 Line 61 Poole 
on the eastern edge or out-
skirts of Poole (Milverton or 
Millbank area) for Henry and 
Tina Harder. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd., 519-656-3555 www.
Jantziauctions.com

SAT. MAR 24 at 12:30 PM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
woodworking equipment; 
shop tools; lawnmower; 
household effects; antiques; 
collectables; miscellaneous 
items it to be held at 15 Pof-
fenroth Path in Elmira off 
Church St. near John Deere 
Dealership for Randy and 
Lori Marin. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd., 519-656-3555 www.
Jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. MARCH 31 - Prop-
erty auction of a 2 possible 
3 bedroom home (condo) 
located in a retirement 
village (cottages of Liv-
ingstone Circle) in a great 
area of Kitchener to be held 
at 5-50 Midland Drive in 
Kitchener for Theresa Swart-
zenburg. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555 www.Jantzi-
auctions.com

WED. APRIL 4 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furniture; 
antiques; tools; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for a 
Waterloo estate with addi-
tions. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555 www.Jantzi-
auctions.com

SAT. APRIL 7 at 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of a 
one and a half acre hobby 
farm or country property 
including a 4 bedroom brick 
house with barn; riding 
lawnmower; lawn and 
garden; household effects; 
antiques; tools; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
4631 Perth Line 55 in Mil-
verton for Henry and Mary 
Kuepfer. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555 www.Jantzi-
auctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

KILN HEAT TREATMENT 
Service. 519-664-3688. Certi-
fied to heat treat to ISPM#15 
standards. Willow Brae 
Pallets.

GARAGE SALE 

LARGE MULTI FAMILY garage 
sale!! March 24 starts at 7 
a.m. 3 Bunting Place, Elmira. 
Come out and see the great 
deals!!!!

PETS

INJURY PREVENTION & 
Canine First Aid. April 1, 1 - 4 
p.m., Woolwich Memorial 
Arena. For more information 
contact Shanna, Pawsitive 
Canine Connection, 519-500-
3594. Visit www.pawsitive-
canineconnection.com for 
more upcoming seminars.

MEGAMUTTS SPRING CLASSES 
starting soon! Introduc-
tory lesson March 27, Elmira 
Library. Free for registered 
students. Non-registered 
$25. 519-669-8167 or www.
megamutts.com

RENTALS

DRAYTON, PRIVATE, 2 
bedroom, separate entrance, 
shared kitchen only. Avail-
able immediately. $600/mth 
inclusive. Call 519-638-5020 
or 519-504-6959.

Our St. Jacobs Retail Store currently
has the following opportunity...

Retail Sales Associate 
Approx 24 hours per week.

Responsible to the Retail Store Manager, you will provide 
courteous and efficient service and product advice to the public 
and staff customers. You will process cash, credit, and debit card 
payments by using PRISM and Royal Bank Debit card machines, 
ticket and replenish merchandise, and provide general 
housekeeping of shelves and merchandise on display. Some 
heavy lifting and unloading truck shipments will be required. 
You will consistently demonstrate a friendly and helpful attitude 
toward customers. You have a high school diploma and good 
communication skills. Knowledge of plumbing, electrical, and 
general home repairs would be an asset.
We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If 
you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting Retail Sales Associate, to: Human 
Resources Department, Home Hardware Stores Limited, 34 Henry 
Street West, St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  
Fax: 519-664-4975 (Microsoft Products Only) h

r@
h
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eh
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d

w
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ca

RENTALS

ELMIRA 1 BEDROOM available 
Apr. 1. Downtown location 
above store, no pets. $510.00 
plus utilities. For all inquiries 
please call 519-669-5431.

ELMIRA 2 - 1 bedroom 
apartments available. Units 
& building clean, modern 
and managed. No pets, non 
smoker please. $560 or $650 
+ utilities. Call 519-669-2212.

MATURE COUPLE LOOKING to 
rent 2 - 3 bedroom home in 
Elmira area. Non smokers. 
519-669-9343.

MOOREFIELD - ONE bedroom 
apartment furnished, 
laundry facilities, parking, 
electric heat, cable TV, no 
pets, adult building. Refer-
ences. $695.00 inclusive. First 
& last. 519-638-3013.

REFRESH YOUR LOGO

FREE!

$299

AND RECEIVE ONE SET OF 1000 FULL COLOUR 
2-SIDED GLOSSY BUSINESS CARDS

LOGO INCLUDES COLOUR, GRAYSCALE & BLACK 
AND WHITE. DONE AS VECTOR ARTWORK.

DEAL ENDS APRIL 30TH

($150 VALUE)

PRICE INCLUDES TAX

MAKEOVER
SPRING

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com (519) 669-5790

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

#1 IN THE REGION

100%
LOCAL
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519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES GENERAL

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
(519)669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
31 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

Quality Collision Service

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

FINANCIAL SERVICES

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements 
Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FOR THE 
MUSIC-LOVER IN 

YOUR LIFE
 We’ll transfer music 

from LPs, 45s, 78s and 
cassettes to CDs.

More Info & pricing 
vinylp2cd@gmail.com
519-669-0541 

ELMIRA, ON

We’ll take your 
favourite albums, 
clean up clicks, 
pops and surface 
noise and enhance 
the overall sound 
of the recording.

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off and Pick up Service
     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607

Call for Details

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Have You Paid Enough
Taxes? Call Us For Our

PAY NO
TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

www.completecarpetcare.ca

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira 
519.669.5313

MON-THURS 3PM TO 6PM | FRI 12PM TO 6PM
SAT 9AM TO 5PM | SUN 12PM TO 3PM

HEALTH SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

GENERAL SERVICES

WE’RE AT 
YOUR 
SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out. 
Advertise your businesses services here. 
Get weekly exposure with fantastic 
results. Call us at 519.669.5790.

DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY.
SEE AN IMAGE IN THE OBSERVER THAT YOU LIKE? DON’T 

WORRY, WE DO PHOTO RE-PRINTS! VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR 

SIZES, PRICING AND ORDER FORMS.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

ROOFING SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AGRICULTURAL • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
• High Quality Installation of Steel & Aluminum Eavestrough

• Rugged Steel Eavestrough for Today’s Metal Roofing Systems

JEREMY MARTIN
PH  519-502-4679 | Fax 519-291-6624

xcountryeaves@live.ca

8632 Concession 3, RR#3  Listowel, ON, N4W 3G8

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

 Wood, Pellet or Gas?
 Insert or Free Standing?
 Traditional or Contemporary Styling?
 Practical, Cost Effective, Top Performer?

1871 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo | 519-664-3800 or 877-664-3802

www.fergusfireplace.com

180 St. Andrew St. W., Fergus 
519-843-4845 or 888-871-4592

Celebrating Our 
17th Year At

Floor Model Sale On Now!
Let Us Help You Get Cozy

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

WINDOWS & DOORS | ROOFING  
SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA | DRYWALL  

ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.669.9308
1722 Floradale Rd., Elmira, ON, N3B 2Z1

Home
Improvements

OUTDOOR SERVICES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, 
today 519.669.9081 mobile: 519.505.0985
fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- Trail Maintenance and Development 
- Wooded Lot Thinning  
- Pasture Reclaimation 
- Orchard Maintenance
- Industrial Lots 
- Real Estate Lots

OFFERING A QUICK AND 
EASY WAY TO RECLAIM 

UNUSED LAND
Brush Mowing/Long Grass | Capable of 

mowing up to 3 inch diameter brush Tracked 
Skid Steer equipped with Brush Mower

All other 
tracked skid 

steer services 
are available

• Lawn Mowing Packages 
• Lawn Maintenance & 

Landscaping
• Top Dressing/Overseeding  

• Mulch Delivery & Installation
• Commercial & Residential Full 

Flower Bed Maintenance

•Tree Trimming & Removal
• Aerial Bucket Trucks
• Stump Grinding
• Arborist Evaluations
• Fully Insured & Certified
• Certified to Work
   Near Power Lines

FREE
ESTIMATES

PLUMBING SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

519-669-3362

YOUR
PLUMBING
& HEATING 

SPECIALISTS!

C.J.
BRUBACHER LTD.

19 First St. E., Elmira

WE’RE 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE.
We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise 
your businesses 
services here. Get 
weekly exposure 
with fantastic 
results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

BOOK YOUR SPRING GRADING
BEFORE APRIL 15 AND RECEIVE A 

10% DISCOUNT

FARMING SERVICES

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING INSTALLATION.

519.501.2405
In Business since 1971 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW 
and surrounding area for over 35 years.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

PLUMBING SERVICES

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

SPRING
CLEANING.
IS RIGHT AROUND THE 
CORNER, CLEAN OUT YOUR 
GARAGE WITH AN AD IN 
THE OBSERVER. 

$7.50 FOR 20 WORDS! 

BOWEN THERAPY

Call Now!

      Kevin Bartley, B.A. Hons.,
Professional  Bowenwork Practitioner

60 Memorial Avenue, Elmira (519) 669-0112

Every Body is Better with Bowen!

       ...is the solution for your PAIN! Benefits 
may be evident as early as the first session. 
Treatments are safe for everyone from infants to 
the elderly.

HEALTH SERVICES
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

$500.00 donation will be 
made with every home bought 

or sold by Paul in Woolwich.

Visit us at our NEW LOCATION!  
3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Elmira - Perfect for empty nesters! 
Don’t miss out on this semi detached 
raised bungalow. Complete with main 
floor laundry, 4 piece ensuite and open 
concept eat-in kitchen and living room. 
All the conveniences on one floor. The 
small yard will be easy to care for!  The 
large garage is 17.5ft x 20ft, perfect for 
storage and still have room for a 
vehicle.  Located close to downtown, 
walking distance to library, restaurants 
and banks. MLS Call Paul direct.

Elmira - Don't miss this brand new, 
open concept semi. All the 
conveniences on 1 floor, main flr 
laundry, master w/ensuite, 2nd 
bedroom, eat in kit & sizeable living 
room w/garden dr. Fin'd basement 
w/3rd bedroom, 3pc bath & bright rec 
room. The small yard will be easy to 
care for! Large garage is 17.5ft x 20ft, 
perfect for storage & still have room for 
a vehicle. Located close to downtown, 
walking distance to library, restaurants 
& banks.  MLS Call Paul direct.
 

FINISHED 
BASEMENT!

RAISED 
BUNGALOW

$314,000$314,000 $299,900$299,900

LOOK NO FURTHER
Waterloo - Situated in a great neighbourhood, this 
Kenmore built townhome has been updated and 
tastefully decorated throughout.  Freshly finished 
basement (2011), most flooring's replaced (2011), 
some paint and baseboards (2011), appliances 
included, A/C, gas fireplace, minutes to all 
amenities, lot is 126ft deep. MLS Call Alli direct.

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

A donation of 
$500.00 will be made 

with any home bought or 
sold through Alli or Bill.

$749,900$749,900
$675,000$675,000

BUNGALOW W/20,000 SQ. FT. 2 STOREY BARN

CUSTOM BUILT BUNGALOW

$329,000$329,000

GREEN SPACE
Elmira - no backyard neighbours. This beautiful back 
split home with sunroom overlooking natural green 
space. Move in condition! Carpet free main floor with 
new hardwood and ceramic.  Kitchen updates include 
granite countertops and new backsplash. Concrete 
driveway and over sized garage (1.5). Unspoiled 4th 
level perfect for games/playroom waiting for your 
finishing touches.  MLS Call Paul direct.

HOBBY FARM

Woolwich - Loc’d on 20 acres. Spacious 2400 sqft bungalow equip’d w/MF lndry, sep dr, huge fin’d bsmnt & walk 
up to garage. Open kit & FM w/wood fp. Master w/huge walk in closet & attractive slider to 3 tiered composite 
deck w/hot tub. 25x36 ft insulated, heated shop, 100amp w/bathrm & phone. 20,000 sqft 2 storey barn equipped 
for chickens or turkeys, currently empty. 17 acres of bush w/trail, mostly hardwood & poplar. MLS Call Paul direct.

Elmira - 79.5ft x 274ft Lot. Call and design this home to 
fit your needs and wants. Spacious bungalow on large 
treed lot. Stairway from garage to basement. Custom 
designed kitchen. Huron Homes will entertain other 
plans for houses on this lot. Call 519-503-9533 to have a 
look at the blueprints. MLS Call Paul direct.

$369,000$369,000
DESIRABLE QUIET 

CRESCENT LOCATION!!
Outstanding value for this 1800sqft custom built 1 
owner raised bungalow. Fin’d basement incl: Rec rm 
w/wd burning fp, 3pc bath, bdrm, den/office or 5th 
bdrm possibility & lr workshop. Open living rm 
w/hardwd flr. Convenient main flr laundry. Separate 
dining rm w/walk out to yard. Fabulous big backyard 
complete w/interlock patio, hot tub & cute shed great 
for your family or entertaining! MLS Call Paul direct.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$229,900$229,900
WHAT A DEAL!

Elmira - Don’t miss this convenient home full of 
personality. Close to downtown and bus route. 
Many updates including: mudroom at side entrance, 
kitchen updates, unique ceramic tile throughout and 
finished basement. Single garage equipped with 
separate workshop room. Back slider to fenced yard 
with large deck and shed. MLS Call Paul direct.

$289,900$289,900

SOLD

FEATURE PROPERTYFEATURE PROPERTY

 
OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

(Across from Home Hardware)

KATHY ROBINSON
***Broker of Record 
519.292.0362

YOUR DOLLAR WILL GO FURTHER HERE!
552 MAIN ST. PALMERSTONNEW Impressive all brick bungalow 

w/walkout bsmt. 3 bdrms, 2 baths, 
great rm w/vaulted ceilings, gas fp & 
mantel, rich oak kitchen w/ island, 
main floor laundry, central air & carpet 
free floors. Double garage w/ basement 
entrance. House is maintenance free on 
an oversized lot with deck, paved 
driveway and Tarion Warranty. 
$349,900. Call: Edith 519.638.2509(h) 
519.741.679(c). MLS 1211587.

EDITH MCARTHUR
*Sales Representative

519.638.2509

Coach House Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

159 William St., 
Palmerston

coachhouse@wightman.ca   I    www.coachhouserealty.ca

Perfect Property for Home Business. 
Includes 24 x 28 heated, insulated shop 
w/14ft over head door & mechanic pit for 
lg vehicles. Home boasts 1475 sq ft, 3 
bdrms, 2 baths, impressive kitch w/lots of 
cabinetry, breakfast bar & in floor heating, 
main floor laundry, separate dining area, 
oversized living rm w/wood burning stove, 
partially finished basement & beautiful 
yard. A must see! $269,000. Call: 
Kathy 519.292.0362. MLS 1217799

LEON MARTIN

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA • DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

COUNTRY LOTS .5  acre don’t miss 
this chance to enjoy sunrises and 
sunsets.  Within 40 minutes KW, 
or Guelph. High speed internet is 
available with fibre optic.  Starting 
at $68,000 MLS

Gorgeous home, 3 bedroom back 
split, on a large landscaped lot, 
with an awesome family room, eat 
in kitchen, 2 bath, central air, gas 
fireplace. $229,900.00 MLS

519-669-2772

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

BROKERAGE

JULIE 
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,  

MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068  

TRACEY 
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519.505.0627

www.thurrealestate.com

GREAT LOCATION- 
close to public school 
& downtown. Spotless 
raised bungalow across 
from protected parkland. 
3 bdrms, 2 bath. Roof, 
furnace & air cond. (‘11). 
Reno’d main bth w/
maple vanity & granite. 
Rec. rm. & office. Single 
garage & Dble. concrete 
driveway. Quiet street. 
MLS $297,900.

OPEN HOUSE - 11 VICTORIA GLEN ST., ELMIRA 
SATURDAY MARCH 24, 2-4 P.M.

LISTINGS WANTED! We have several buyers wanting to 
relocate. If you’re thinking of selling, why not find out how 
much equity you have in your existing home. Call for details.

LOOK HERE EVERY SATURDAY FOR YOUR OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS



CLASSIFIED | 25THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2012

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CROSSWORD PUZZLER THE BIG EASY THE CHALLENGE

OPEN HOUSE: Fri. & Sat. 1-4pm
Private Sale - 71 Second Street, ELMIRA

$365,000 - Large Bungalow – large 135’x80’ corner lot, 
fenced yard, mature trees. Florida room, deck, double concrete 
driveway, large double garage. Hardwood floors, kitchen – oak 
cupboards, 3 bedrooms, 3 skylights, large L shaped rec room, gas 
fireplace, full cupboards with sink. High Efficiency furnace, 
central air, central vac. Call 519-669-5270.

Desirable street in gorgeous Elmira. 4 bedroom home with quality updates & 
immaculately landscaped. Hardwood & heated floors, fin. rec room, open 
concept kitchen/family room, backing onto mature trees! MLS 1144603.

Miranda O'Sullivan, Sales Representative, 
519-742-5800 ext. 2025. 

miranda@coldwellbankerpbr.com
Coldwell Banker Peter Benninger Realty, Brokerage

508 Riverbend Drive, Kitchener

34 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA - $525,00034 PINTAIL DRIVE, ELMIRA - $525,000
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4 P.M.

BERT MARTIN, BROKER

Call Bert For Your FREE Market Evaluation

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira • www.remaxsolidgold.biz
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
DIRECT: 519-572-2669

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SPACE

Two adjoining offices in Multi-Tenant 
Plaza. Also 920 s/f unit consisting of 
two offices, reception area, kitchenette 
and bathroom. Located in busy plaza 
10 minutes from Waterloo. MLS. Call 
Bert to view.

Learn More About Sunlight Heritage Homes and Our fine 
communities by Visiting us Today!

Sunlight Homes

Have a question? Email us at: info@sunlighthomes.ca

Many models to choose from

www.sunlighthomes.ca

519.787.0203
Alyssa Henry
Broker
Re/Max Real Estate
Centre Inc.

Drayton Heights 
MODEL HOME OPEN EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 1-5PM

Choose from one 
of our plans or let 
us custom build 
your home fully 

detached.
Homes starting  

from

$254,790

The Edge Semi-detached homes  from $199,990

BONNIE BRUBACHER
Broker of Record

SHANNA ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE LANGDON
Sales Representative 

MONIQUE ROES
Sales RepresentativeElmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
ELMIRA REAL ESTATE SERVICES

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

3.74 ACRES – HEATED SHOPAFFORDABLE

$191,900 MOOREFIELD Lovely family home with 
natural hardwood flooring, 3 Bedrooms maintenance 
free exterior with a lovely yard and detached double 
garage/shop heated with upper loft, storage/playhouse. 
NEW MLS   

$775,000 ELMIRA. 4+ Bedroom and Bath spacious 
home. Generous sized rooms for entertaining, lovely 
new kitchen with grand sized dining room. Gravel 
parking area for many vechicles, inground pool and 
cabana. Many opportunities. MLS

$999,000  FLORADALE. 2500 sq ft ranch bungalow. Large windows 
throughout overlook the picturesque surroundings. Open concept 
mainfloor, vaulted ceilings, with 6 walkouts to patios and covered 
veranda plus fully finished walkout basement, ideal for in-law suite. 
Triple garage, plus detached shop. Call for your appointment today. 
MLS

$1,900,000 Bordering Waterloo. Minutes 
to the city centre. Beautifully landscaped 
grounds in park like condition surround the 
3500 sq ft bungalow, offering 4 bedrooms, 
4 baths, great room, sun room and formal 
rooms. 4000 sq ft shop with lower level 
heated for the handy man. MLS

20 ACRES – 12 ACRES MATURE BUSH

61 ACRES – PICTURE PERFECT

$379,900 ELMIRA. Tastefully decorated home, 
neutral colors, living room, oak kitchen w/island, 
pantry, & valance lighting, walkout from dinette to 
interlock patio w/built-in Pergola, fenced yard, 
shed w/hydro, 2nd floor family room w/gas 
fireplace & California shutters, 2nd floor laundry 
room w/built-in cabinets, master bdrm w/walk-in 
closet, 5 piece ensuite bathroom w/whirpool tub, 
C/V, C/A, water softener, stainless steel dishwasher 
& microwave included! You'll be impressed! Call to 
view. MLS

BEAUTIFUL & SPACIOUS

$299,900 ELMIRA. Well maintained & 
updated 2 storey built in 1998! New carpeting, 
ceramic in upper level including baths & 
ensuite, finished basement/2011, open 
concept main floor, gas fireplace, walkout to 
deck and fenced yd backing onto creek, 
oversized garage, double driveway ++++ MLS

JUST MOVE IN!

$229,900 ELMIRA. Location Location! 
Conveniently situated just off the main street 
on Memorial Ave., corner lot, great exposure, 
onsite parking,  many uses for this commercial 
building or a great investment opportunity with  
2nd floor spacious apartment with oak kitchen, 
appliances, separate entrance & hydro. MLS

COMMERCIAL/INVESTMENT

FOR RENT.
WITH REAL INVESTMENT YOU WILL SEE A REAL RETURN. MAKE THIS SPACE 

YOUR NEW HOME. ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

WHETHER YOU’RE 
STARTING OUT OR  
EMPTYING THE NEST. 
START YOUR PROPERTY 
SEARCH HERE.
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MUNICIPAL | REGIONAL PUBLIC NOTICES

www.mtprint.com

500 Full Colour Business Cards 

29$ 99
Single Sided | UV Coated

Price based on print ready file

Our Everyday Low Price

Flyers

• 8.5 x 11
• Full  Colour
• Printed 1 side
• 1,000 Copies

$19000

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com
Postcards

• 4” x 6”
• Full  Colour
• 2 Sides
• 12pt Coated Stock 
• 1,000 Copies

$15900

Door Hangers

• 4” x 11”
• Full  Colour
• 2 Sides
• 12pt Coated Stock 
• 1,000 Copies

$29900

Business Card
Magnets

29¢
each

• 250 minimum 

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

Presentation Folders

• Full  Colour
• Quantity - 1,000 

$79900

Business Card
Magnet
Special

Add $5.99 to your order 
and get 20 magnets with the

same artwork as your
business cards!

Offices also in Guelph • Cambridge • Brantford • London 

907 Frederick Street
KITCHENER, ON

519.571.0101 519.886.6800
WATERLOO, ON

265 Weber Street
Signs & Posters

• Foamcore
• Coroplast
• Styrene
• Vinyl 
• Canvas

We can print on

and more

Banner Stands

FROM

$16500

• Full  Colour
• Various sizes
   and styles

Photo Books

• Full  Colour
• Hard or Soft Cover Binding
• 24, 32, 40, or 48 page Books
Order your Photo Book on line at

www.volumesdirect.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
MEETING

 
THE CHEMTURA PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

 (CPAC)
 Meeting will be held 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.
 in Council Chambers  

24 Church Street West, Elmira

DID YOU KNOW?
DOG OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES

In accordance with the Township’s Animal Control By-law 76-2006 the owner of a dog, or the person in control of a dog 
(except for Guide Dogs), is responsible to remove and dispose of any waste left by the dog anywhere in the Township, 
other than the property of the dog owner. A person may be charged a fine in the amount of $345.00 for failing to remove 
dog waste. 
 
The Township’s Animal Control By-law also requires that the owner of a dog, or person in control of a dog, keep the dog 
on a leash at all times. A dog is deemed to be running at large if it is found in any place other than the property of the 
dog owner not on a leash. A person may be charged a fine in the amount of $195.00 for allowing a dog to run at large. 

SYNCHRO SWIMMERS CONTINUE TO RUN UP THE MEDAL COUNT

It was silver in the land drill event and bronze in team finals for the 12 and under team. Team members are Averyl Bender, Anna Guenther, 
Isabelle Ly, Sydney Maresse, Avery Noll, Leeah Toner and Jessica W, while bronze medals were awarded to the 13-15 black team in the land 
drill event, including Emily Beer, Grace Collins, Kate Fitxpatrick, Sarah Frizzell, Jenna Schell, Gabrielle Scott and Victoria Zinger.

The 13-15 purple team (above 
and left) of Grace Adams, 
Hannah Atkins, Brooklyn 
Kamphuis, Amy Knechtel, Kelly 
Thurlow, Claire Stubbe, Maelin 
Stubbe, and Kailey Veitch came 
home with gold in the land drill 
event as well as gold in the 
team finals during the Ontario 
Winter Games on the weekend 
of Mar. 10.  [PHOTOS/SUBMITTED]
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DEATH NOTICES

BEAMS, GEORGE ELMER
Passed away peacefully at the Wel-
lington Terrace, Elora on Sun March 18, 
2012, with his family by his side. George 
Beams of Fergus in his 78th year, Lov-
ing husband of Ruth Beams  (Hils). 
Greatly missed by his sons Kevin and 
Ann of Brampton and Larry and Allison 
of Elmira. Loved by grandsons Phillip, 
Gregory, Michael and Jung Rye and 
Daniel. Survived by sister  Joan Wade 
(Jack) pre-deceased. Brother in law of 
Gordon and Linda Hils and sister in law 
Georgette and Jack Verspagen, several 
nieces and nephews and friends. Pre-
deceased by his parents Elmer and Nel-
lie Beams and son in law of George and 
Esme Hils. The family will receive their 
family and friends at the GRAHAM A. 
GIDDY FUNERAL HOME AND CHA-
PEL, 280 St. David St. S. Fergus. From 
12 noon to 2:00 P.M. Friday March 23, 
2012.Followed by a memorial service 
the same day in the chapel. Reception 
to follow. Remembrances to the Wel-
lington terrace would be appreciated 
by the family. Cards available at the 
funeral 519 843 3100.

www.grahamgiddyfh.com

FAMILY ALBUM
ANNIVERSARY MARRIAGE

Happy 40th 
Birthday Tim!

Love from the babe and the boys

Celebrating  
45 Years of 
Marriage

Aden & Edna 
Weber

Welcome to an Open House 
April 22, 2012, 2-5 p.m. at 
Country Friendship Hall, 
formerly Club 86.

Best Wishes Only

Joe’s turning 50
Let’s not let him forget!

Come join the party and celebrate!
March 31, 2012 @ Elmira Legion Upstairs
8 p.m. - 1 a.m.

In loving memory of

Mary Dobson

Who peacefully passed away 
3 years ago today Mar. 23-2009.

She will always be cherished in 
our hearts, but will not be 
forgotten by her family.

We Love You.

The Dobson & Girling Families.

In loving Memory of Jim McLeod 
June 27 1948 ~ March 27 2007

How do you say goodbye to someone you love?
You don’t.
You simply say thanks for the wonderful 
memories
Thanks for the privilege of sharing your life
And thanks for the meaningful lessons you 
taught us by the kind of person you were
Jim we will never forget you.
May you rest in peace.

Love always, Helen, Chad, Shawna, Ava, Mason, 
Graydon, Krista, Rob, Mirella, Luca.

Grant-Haight

At Forest Hill United Church on February 18, 
2012, Amber Elizabeth Grant, daughter of Gail 
and Gordon Routley and Gary and Shirley Grant 
of Kirkland, QC and Ian Ellis Haight, son of 
Murray and Mary Haight of Elmira, celebrated 
their marriage with friends and family from 
New Brunswick, Quebec, and Ontario.

We wish you many years of happiness as you 
embark on your new life together.

Stag and Doe:
Jaime Glazier & Kevin Metzger

Saturday March 31st, 2012 8pm-1am 
Linwood Community Centre, 5279 Ament 
Line, Linwood. Games, Prizes, Food, Music 
and Great times!

***Bus from Elmira to Linwood***

BIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAY STAG & DOE IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

OBITS

DETWEILER, GEALE ELDON | Passed away at Groves Memorial 
Hospital on March 16, 2012, at the age of 80 years.

GOODWIN, HILDA | Peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
March 15, 2012 at Nithview Long Term Care, New Hamburg. 
Hilda (Hartung) Goodwin, age 87 years, formerly of RR 3, 
Wellesley.

HOLLINGER, DOROTHY IRENE  (ROGERS) | Daughter of the late 
Letitia Fear and Albert Rogers entered into rest in her 93rd 
year on Saturday, March 10, 2012. Local relative are her 
sons Dave and his wife Lenora Hollinger and Norman and 
his wifeSharon Hollinger  all of Elmira.

LANTZ, JONATHAN C. | Suddenly as a result of a motor 
vehicle accident, on Wednesday, March 14, 2012, Jon of 
Kitchener and formerly of Wellesley in his 32nd year.

SHANTZ, ETTA (NEE SHANTZ) | 1920 - 2012 Passed away 
peacefully on Friday, March 16, 2012 at Cambridge Memo-
rial Hospital, at age 91. Local relatives are her son Murray 
Shantz and his wife Carol of Conestogo and her daughter 
Carolyn Wideman and her husband Howie of Breslau.

Happy 60th 
Birthday Takao!

 Love from the family.

BIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES, MARRIAGE ANNOUNCMENTS,  
BIRTH ANNOUNCMENTS, STAG & DOE. SHARE IT ALL!

DON’T FORGET TO 
TAKE US.
INCLUDE US IN YOUR TRAVEL PLANS. 

SNAP A PIC WITH YOU, THE OBSERVER 

AND A LANDMARK & SEND IT IN.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com
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LIVING HERE
GOOD WORKS / CHURCH MISSION

No time for fun in the sun

When cooking for a 
dinner, we want to scale 
it up a bit, and also be or-
ganized enough that we 
aren’t slaving away at the 
stove while company is 
there.  Here’s a great pork 
recipe and some tips to get 
it to the table with little 
fuss.  

We’ve taken a basic prin-
cipal – a piece of breaded 
pork loin – and changed it 
up a bit to give a different 
look and a different texture. 
We also like to use things up 
that we have on hand, and 
in this case it was a loaf of 
Jody’s homemade bread.  
Not wanting this to go to 
waste, we turned the bread 
into a wonderfully soft and 
flavouful crust for a pork 
loin.  

The problem we have 
sometimes with something 
that may be ‘stuffed’ or 
‘crusted’ is that when you 
carve a whole roast, a lot 
of that crust tends to fall 
off.  So we’ve solved this 
problem by roasting the 
pork loin first, letting it rest, 
carving it and then adding 
a crust. It is then put on a 
baking sheet and popped in 
the oven for a final roast and 
reheat.  

The pork loin can then be 

Carve, then 
crust in 
making 
this pork 
loin roast

CHEF’S TABLE/   
KIRSTIE HERBSTREIT    
& JODI O’MALLEY

RECIPE
NOTES

RECIPE | 31

COLIN DEWAR

MEXICO | 31

A group of teenagers 
went to Mexico for March 
Break last week, but it was 
no holiday on the beach. 
The students weren’t tan-
ning in the sun all day and 
partying all night, they 
were there to build a house 
for a single mother and her 
daughter.

The youth group from 
Calvary United Church in 
St. Jacobs spent their break 
building a home in Ensena-
da, Mexico. The team was 
led by Chris McCracken, 
the director of youth and 
children’s ministries, and 
completed the build in 
only four days.

“It was quite the experi-
ence and one that I will not 
soon forget,” said Jenny 
Faubert of Waterloo who 
was one of 13 students to 
make the trip. “At first it 
was really hard for me to 
even hammer in a single 
nail, it was a little embar-
rassing, but I soon got the 
hang of it and we had the 
whole house up in four 
days.”

The team connected 
with a Mexican contractor 
to work alongside them 
making sure the house was 
properly built.

“They would keep us on 
track and tell us what to do 
next,” said McCracken. “All 
the adults that went on the 
trip were there for encour-
agement and to make sure 
that not too many fingers 
were hammered through-
out the week.”

The students built a 
16’x20’ house that would 
resemble a backyard shed 

Youth group from St. Jacobs church helps build a house in Mexico over March Break

Jenny Faubert and Chris McCracken were part of a youth team from Calvary United Church in St. Jacobs that traveled to Mexico to build a house for a single mother and her daughter over 
March Break. [COLIN DEWAR / THE OBSERVER]

here in Canada, said Mc-
Cracken. Inside the struc-
ture the team built three 
rooms, including two bed-
rooms and a living space.

There is no indoor 
plumbing or electricity in 
that part of Mexico but the 
group wired the house for 
electricity with hopes that 
it would come to the area 
one day.

“We were just thinking 
ahead and wanted that 
family to have the benefits 
of (electricity) when it 
came,” said McCracken. “It 
just makes sense to put it in 
at this stage and they can 

hook up when it comes to 
the area.”

The wooden structure 
was built on a cement 
foundation that was 
poured before the arrival of 
the youth group.

To pay for the costs of 
the trip and the build the 
church held fundraisers 
throughout the year, in-
cluding collecting electron-
ic waste for recycling, held 
a café night with a dinner 
and talent show, sold Poin-
settia flowers at Christmas 
and everyone on the team 
had their own support 
teams by way of family and 

friends. 
The family who would 

eventually move into the 
house helped the team on 
the first and last day of the 
build. The youth group 
also had help from some 
local kids and was able to 
connect with the entire 
community, sharing in the 
experience of the build.

“The apartment that the 
family was living in before 
had a leaky roof and mold 
growing on the walls and 
the mom could barely 
make ends meet paying for 
rent and the medication 
needed to fight the sick-

ness caused by the mold,” 
said McCracken. “The 
mom told us we built her a 
miracle house.”

“It was great to see the 
family move into that 
house and know that we 
helped them,” said Fau-
bert.

The church has sent 
many groups to Mexico 
over the last six years and 
switch between an adult 
group and a youth group 
every other year.

“Our senior pastor, Drew 
Maxwell, was instrumental 
in launching our trips to 

For more information call 519-669-5044 

March 28, 10:30 A.M. 

FOOT CARE AND
REFLEXOLOGY BENIFITS

Health Improvement and Prevention

Woolwich Seniors Centre
To Pre-Register Call 519-669-5044

Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 9am - 4pm

St. Jacobs Farmers Market
In the Log Cabin at the Stockyards

(519) 884-2938

FABRIC SALE
Cotton Fabrics Priced

to Clear!
MARCH 20-24, 27-31

9AM-4PM

Located at:

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

NEWSPAPERS HAVE PROVEN TO SUPPLY 
TRUSTWORTHY ADS AND SHOPPING 
RESOURCES. PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS 
WITH A PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED AD 
IN THE OBSERVER TODAY.

POWER
OF PRESS.
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

Pamper Yourself For 
A Year Raffle 

Draw Date March 10th, 2012.

KIN 
KORNER

Get your tickets soon! 

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

woolwichkin.com

July 21st
Register Your Team Today!

KIN 
KORNER

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

S. T 
C C
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at John Mahood Public School 

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM

Mar. 25
The Key To
Restoring A
Relationship

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

- The Junction -
Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Worship Service - 10:30am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

Sunday School
at  9:30am

Service  at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, March 25, 2012
9:15 & 11:00 AM 

Speaker: Dr. Harold Paisley

 Series: Thinking Through Today’s Issues
#5 - “Politics” 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

 

Discovering God Together

The Gospel in the OT

A Spirit of Grace

Gary Goodkey

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

10:30am Worship Service

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

www.stpaulselmira.ca

9:15am Sunday School

MARCH 23 

H.U.G.S. PROGRAM 9:15-11:15 A.M. Meet with other 
parents to discuss parenting and child health issues. 
Topic: Different learning styles of our children. Jan 
Yordy, child and family counselor will present on 
right and left brained learners. Held at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs.  
For more information call Heidi at  519-664-3794, ext. 
237.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION LADIES Auxilliary Garage 
Sale. Friday March 23 from 1-8 p.m. and Saturday 
March 24 from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Elmira Legion, 11 
First St. E.

MARCH 26

NEEDLE SISTERS QUILTERS GUILD meets at 7 p.m. 
on the 4th Monday of the month at the Elmira 
Mennonite Church, 58 Church St. W, Elmira. Guests 
welcome ($5). Next meeting on March 26. For more 
information call 519-669-3244.

MARCH 27

BACK AND NECK SPARING Class. March 27th – April 
10th, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Increase your awareness of 
how your current daily tasks may be contributing to 
your discomfort, become more aware of how your 
daily activities may be aggravating your back and 
neck pain. This class will be held at 9 Parkside Dr, St. 
Jacobs (WCHC physio office). Call 519-664-3794 for 
more information. 

BINGO – 7 P.M. at St. Clements Community Centre 
sponsored by Paradise & District Lions Club. For more 

information contact Joe Brick 519-699-4022.

COME READ WITH ME Family Storytime – 6:30-7:15 
p.m. at Elmira Branch Library. An evening family 
storytime program recommended for parents/
caregivers and children 3 to 7 years old. Join us on 
Tuesday evenings from Mar. 27 to May 15. Read, play 
games, and learn about literacy in fun ways. It’s free! 
For more information call the Elmira branch library at 
519-669-5477 or e-mail elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.  

CHIP N’ DIP BOOK Club is for 10 to 13 year olds and is 
held on the last Tuesday of the month from 7 to 7:30 
p.m. Meeting dates are: Mar. 27, Apr. 24 and May 29. at 
Wellesley Branch of the Region of Waterloo Library. 
519-656-2001

MARCH 28

STORYTIME FOR CHILDREN AGES 3 to 5 – at St. Jacobs 
Branch of the Region of Waterloo Library. A storytime 
program for children 3 to 5 years old. Join us for 
stories and fun activities on Wednesdays 10 to 10:45 
a.m. from Mar. 28 to May 16 or Thursdays 1:30-2:15 
p.m. from Mar. 29 to May 17. Call or visit the library for 
more information at 519-664-3443 or email stjaclib@
regionofwaterloo.ca.

FOOT CARE AND REFLEXOLOGY Benefits, Health 
Improvement and Prevention. 10:30 a.m., Woolwich 
Seniors’ Association. For more information call 519-
669-5044.

BINGO! AT LION’S HALL, Elmira. Doors open at 6:30, 
Bingo will start at 7 p.m., usually runs until about 

9:30 p.m. Cost is dependent on how much you want 
to play. Minimum to play all games and specials is 
$20. Bring yourself and a friend (must be 18 yrs) and 
dabbers – or buy one there. Fundraiser being held 
in memory of Pat Irvine, proceeds are going to the 
Grand River Cancer Centre. 

MARCH 30 

WEEKEND GETAWAY FOR MARRIED Couples, make a 
good marriage better, hope for marriages in stress. 
Fri. Mar. 30 to Sun. Apr. 1 at Jericho House, Wainfleet, 
near Port Colburne. www.marriageencounterc.
com or phone 519-669-8667. Marriage Encounter is 
endorsed by the Mennonite and Brethren Churches. 

HAM & SCALLOPED POTATO Dinner with Baked Beans. 
$7. Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St., Elmira; 6 p.m. 
Takeouts available – call Thursday by 6 p.m. to place 
order for pick up Friday. 

HAM & SCALLOP POTATO Dinner with baked beans. 
$7. Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St., Elmira. 6 p.m. 
Takeouts available – call Thursday by 6 p.m. (519-
669-2932) to place an order for pick up Friday. 

MARCH 31

VISIT THE WTHHS HISTORICAL Room at the Old School, 
1137 Henry St., Wellesley between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
and enjoy displays of interesting historical facts 
about Wellesley Township. In 2012, we will be open 
every last Saturday of each month, except December. 
Free admission.

  

THERE ARE SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT 
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLERSUDOKU THE BIG EASY THE CHALLENGE

I was pulling the covering off a Band-Aid, when there was a teensy flash of light

Q.  From a Sagamore 
Hills, Ohio reader:  “In 
my daughter’s darkened 
bedroom, I was pull-
ing the covering off a 
Band-Aid for her when 
there was a teensy flash 
of lightning.  We both 
saw it. ‘Do it again!’  So I 
unstuck a second Band-
Aid, and again the flash.  
Soon the whole family 
was watching as the box-
ful was used up.  We then 
tried it with adhesive 
tape and it too flashed.  
What was going on?”
A.  Just about any two 

things that stick together 
can generate tiny sparks 
when pulled apart, known 
as the “triboelectric effect” 
(from the Greek “tribo” 
for “rubbing”).  As the two 
dissimilar materials are 
separated, an electric field 
extends across the gap and 
may ionize the air and cre-
ate a spark.  Just walking 
across a rug may also do 
this.

     Even more remark-
able, peeling off ordinary 
tape can generate bursts 
of X-rays intense enough 
to produce an image of 
the bones of the fingers, 
reports Jessica Griggs in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  
Using a motor to unwind 
a roll of sticky tape, Seth 

Putterman of the Uni-
versity of California, Los 
Angeles, recorded electro-
magnetic emissions last-
ing a billionth of a second 
each.  Though not exactly 
sure what was going on, 
Putterman marveled, “All 
we were doing was peeling 
tape, and nature set up a 
process to give us nanosec-
ond X-ray bursts!”
Q.  A friend of ours 
recently reported 
this strange one:  “My 
90-year-old mother 
called to announce that 
her houseplants were 
growing bigger right 
before her eyes, with 
the stems and leaves 
taking over her entire 
living room. She knew 
that couldn’t happen 

but there it was.  Was 
this the onset of mental 
illness?
A.  Not at all, doctors 
soon reassured them.  
Such hallucinations – 
known as Charles Bon-
net syndrome after the 
18th-century philosopher 
who first described it – are 
actually surprisingly com-
mon among people like our 
friend’s elderly mother, 
with significant vision loss.  
Images of colored pat-
terns or people’s faces are 
most frequent, followed by 
animals, plants, inanimate 
objects, and are sometimes 
characterized as mental 
“movies,” though devoid of 
sounds, odors and emo-
tional impact.

How does visual impair-
ment lead to vivid hal-
lucinations?  According 
to current theory, when 
neural pathways from 
the retinas are starved for 
data, they become hyper-
sensitive and respond to 
tiny random signals in the 
nervous system.  The brain 
interprets these signals 
as best it can, synthesiz-
ing scenes from stored 
images.  Although such 
hallucinations can be un-
settling, usually once the 
sufferer understands that 
this benign condition has 
nothing to do with mental 
illness, the inconvenience 
can be tolerated.  It typi-
cally goes away without 
treatment.

Q.  What part of you has 
cells enough to stretch 
all the way to the moon 
and back, and then do 
this five more times?
A.  Your brain, with 
roughly 3,000,000 miles of 
neural connections among 
the brain cells for “talk-
ing” to each other, says 
Scott Lilienfeld et al. in 
“50 Great Myths of Popular 
Psychology.”  If they could 
be stretched out in a line, 
all these connections 
would log half a dozen 
lunar laps.  

SOLUTION: on 
page 25

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill a journalist, Rich holds a doc-
torate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com
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OBSERVER TRAVELS

Tanzania, Africa

While on a 11 day safari in Africa, Bonnie 
and Clare Brubacher pause to include the 
Observer in a photo. Seen here overlooking 
the Ngorongoro Crater on Feb. 7, 2012. 
Bonnie shares that it was a pleasure to take 
part of the amazing country

LOCATION

CAPTION

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403
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OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

ACROSS

1. Brand of coffee
6. Put into place or position
13. Assn.
16. Its license plates say 
“Famous potatoes”
17. Highest peak in Africa
18. Chemical symbol B
19. Display unit
20. ___ cross
21. It would
23. Jail, slangily
24. Harmony
25. Halogen salt
29. NHL, Penguins
32. Like some suits
34. Clod chopper
35. About
36. Amscrayed
37. Direct toward itself
40. Machine with a large 

revolving drum
43. “___ a chance”
44. Current
46. Detail
48. Balloon filler
49. Serving cart for refresh-
ments
50. A student who studies 
excessively
52. E.P.A. concern
55. Chance occurrences
56. “How ___ Has the 
Banshee Cried” (Thomas 
Moore poem)
57. ___ Piper
58. Blue

DOWN

1. Bird’s beak
2. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”

3. Keep out
4. “Look here!”
5. Kind of shark
6. Barely managed, with 
“out”
7. Cambridge sch.
8. Unruffled
9. Tie up
10. A cylindrical flower 
cluster
11. “Wheels”
12. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.
13. Debaucher
14. Big ape
15. A railroad car
22. Earthly
24. Litigant
25. “Am ___ believe ...?”
26. Propel, in a way
27. Detect with the senses
28. “A Lesson From ___”
29. Breathe hard

30. “Fiddler on the Roof” 
setting
31. Fig tree of India
33. Kind of ray
37. The upper angle 
between an axis
38. Cuckoos
39. Child of your unc
41. Big Apple attraction, 
with “the”
42. Fold, spindle or mutilate
44. Shop where loans are 
made
45. “Flying Down to ___”
47. Used to express surprise
51. They’re tapped
53. Secret society
54. ___ out (declined)

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid 
so that every 
row, every 
column and 
every 3x3 box 
contains the 
numbers 1 
through 9 only 
once. Each 3x3 
box is outlined 
with a darker 
line. 

SOLUTION: on page 25
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MEXICO: Making a difference in a family’s life

PHAIR:  Latest album, which gets its official launch next month, features bevy of celebrated players

FROM | 28

FROM | 20

Mexico through friend 
connections and that 
has grown so much that 
we were down there 
with four other United 
churches from across 
Canada,” said McCrack-
en. “It is amazing to meet 
so many people trying to 

Phair on vocals and flat top 
guitar and Tremblay on 
dobro, the album features 
names familiar to local 
country fans: Paul Weber 
on bass, Grant Haywood 
on drums, Dan Howlett on 
fiddle and Doug Dietrich on 
steel guitar.

“I owe so much gratitude 
to not only the great musi-
cians I recorded with, but 
to Bob Tremblay for put-
ting the album all together. 
He put his heart and soul 
into it,” said Phair, noting 
much of the time was spent 
getting the vocal parts just 
right.

“As a vocalist, I’m very 
critical of myself.”

With the album done, 
he’ll be back on the road 
touring again soon. Last 
year, there was 110 dates 
from spring through fall, 
and his calendar is already 
starting to fill. That in-
cludes a stop in Maryhill on 
Apr. 22 for the CD launch, 
with the whole band out to 
perform.

Phair, of course, is no 
stranger to live shows, 
even if he still gets nervous 
before each performance. 
His first paying gig came at 
the age of 14 in Sarnia, for 
which he was paid $1. 

“I thought to myself 
‘I’ve hit the big time,” he 
laughed.

Playing around town 
eventually landed him a 
radio show on CHOK, 15 
minutes a week, which was 
a key way to get people out 
to his live shows. That, in 
turn, landed him a TV show 
on the CBC station in Wind-
sor, which ran for five years. 
The TV show was instru-
mental in Phair’s decade-
long association with the 
Wheeling Jamboree, the 
most listened to country 
music radio variety show 
after the Grand Ole Opry.

At 71, he’s got no interest 
in slowing down – music is 
not something you have to 
retire from.

“I love to entertain, and 

I’m not going to stop until 
people tell me to stop,” 
chuckled Phair.

And with the songwrit-
ing bug in full force, he’s 
already looking forward to 
starting work on another 
album; despite not being a 
huge fan of the recording 

process, the music will out.
The CD release party for 

Something Old, Something 
New, Something Borrowed, 
Something Blue takes place 
Apr.22 at the Commercial 
Tavern in Maryhill, 1303 
Maryhill Rd. Call 519-648-
3644.

help others.”
After four days of 

working in some very 
hot temperatures and 
some very long hours the 
group headed to a near 
by orphanage to meet 
with the children and 
play games.

“That was a great treat 
for them and us,” said 

Faubert. “We played with 
them for hours all kinds 
of games. They are really 
good a soccer and beat 
us every time we played 
plus they loved piggy-
backs. A lot of these kids 
don’t get that chance to 
play with others and it 
was great being able to 
just be there with them.”

Ingredients
4-lb boneless pork loin 
roast
2 tbsp Dijon mustard 
2 tbsp whole grain mustard 
2 cups soft breadcrumbs 
(use a blender or food pro-
cessor to pulse stale bread 
to crumbs)
A handful of chopped fresh 
herbs such as rosemary, 
thyme and parsley 
1 shallot, finely chopped 
1/4-cup melted butter 
Salt and pepper, to taste 

Mustard and 
Bread Crumb 
Crusted Pork 
Loin Roast
Serves 8

CHEF’S TABLE: Getting it just right
FROM | 28

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Chefs Kirstie Herbstreit and 
Jody O’Malley are both Red Seal 
certified chefs. Together they run 
The Culinary Studio, which offers 
classes, demonstrations and 
private dinners. To contact the 
chefs, visit their website  
www.theculinarystudio.ca

served with simple, creamy 
mashed potatoes. These can 
be mashed, covered and set 
aside for a good two hours 
before serving – simply 
reheat on low heat. Green 
beans, too, can be done 
ahead of time with just a 
little finishing at the end. 
Blanch the beans first, by 
dropping them into boiling, 
salted water and then im-
mersing them in ice water 
after a couple of minutes. 
They will just need a last 
minute toss in a hot pan 
with some butter.

Cut pork loin so that you 
get 2 or 4 pieces in the shape 
similar to a pork tenderloin. 
So if it is one large piece, cut 
it in half lengthwise, and 
then cut each half length-
wise so that when you carve 
it each person gets a nice 
‘square’ of pork;

Season pork with salt and 
pepper, rub with a little oil 
and roast at 375°F on a rack 
until it reaches an internal 

temperature of 140°F. Let 
rest, covered, at least 20 
minutes before carving;  
Carve 8 medallion-sized 
pieces. Pork should be a 
little pink;

Mix together crumbs, 
herbs, shallot, butter and 
salt and pepper; 

Place pork pieces, cut 
side up on a baking tray; 
mix together mustards and 
slather each piece with a 
bit of mustard; press crumb 
mixture on top;

For the final roasting, 
place in a 375°F oven for 
about 20 minutes, or until 
crust is golden brown. Serve 
immediately.

The youth group bonded with the community in Ensenada, Mexico by building a single-storey house and visiting an orphanage over March 
Break. {SUBMITTED]

The official launch of Jimmy Phair’s new album, Something Old, Something New, Something 
Borrowed, Something Blue, takes place Apr. 22 at the Commercial Tavern. [SUBMITTED]

to fight and struggle with,” 
he explained.

Other originals include 
“Country Music Makes 
More Sense,” “Cold Nights 
In Nashville” and “When 
Roy Acuff Was The King.”

The other tunes on the 
17-track disc are ones he 
loves singing – “I have to 
like a song before I’ll record 
it.”

That’s always been his 
way, even when he started 
out decades ago with Jewel 
Records in Cincinnati and, 
later, on Jimmie Skinner’s 
Nashville label. It was com-
mon to do covers and to 
record other writers’ music, 

but Phair had to connect 
with the song before he’d 
record it.

This time out, there’s the 
likes of “Everybody’s Going 
On The Road,” which he 
originally heard on a Hoyt 
Axton record, and “Old Five 
And Dimers” by Billy Shav-
er – “it’s my style of song.

“I wanted to find songs 
that Jimmy Phair would 
sing.”

Prompted by Tremblay, 
Phair began recording 
Something Old, Something 
New in January 2011, taking 
a year to complete the proj-
ect while making weekly 
trips to the Kitchener re-
cording studio. Along with 
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THE BIGGEST SAVE THE FREIGHT EVENT EVER – CARAVAN

REGION: ONTARIO

Title:

DUE DATE: MAR 13
 NAA 0AA0

MORE POWER. LESS FUEL. GREAT VALUE.

10 VEHICLES WITH 40 MPG HWY OR BETTER.

Dodge.ca/Offers

+Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 

and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

CASH DISCOUNTS UP TO $8,500

❖

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $8,000 

CONSUMER CASH,* FREIGHT, AIR TAX, TIRE 

LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. 

OTHER RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

4.99%

@  
$135 

BI-WEEKLY 

FINANCING†

FOR 96 MONTHS

WITH $0 DOWN

$19,995
•

2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT

CANADA’S BEST SELLING MINIVAN FOR 28 YEARS

2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA VALUE PACKAGE•  Industry-Exclusive 2nd row Super Stow ’n Go® with one-hand operation

•  Segment-Exclusive
■  Stow ’n PlaceTM  roof rack

•  3rd row Stow ’n Go® with Segment-Exclusive■  tailgate seating

•  Centre front floor console with cupholders

•  Deep-tint sunscreen glass

•  Body-coloured door handles and bodyside moulding

283HP

BEST-IN-CLASS36
7.9 L/100 KM HWY ¤

MPG 
HWY

2012 Dodge Grand Caravan Crew shown.§
WE GO GET IT. YOU GET $1,500 IN SAVINGS.

OR CHOOSE 
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T:14”
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