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Elmira girl to 
compEtE at pEnn 
statE 

John Blais sits in his Memorial Avenue, 
Elmira home and rattles off a list of face-
less speeders who pass by his house every 
day.

“The red Jimmy, the black convertible 
Mustang, a Sunfire, a silver 4x4. ... It’s tra-
ditionally the same cars,” he said.

It’s a list that he and his family are well 
aware of. They’re repeat offenders who 

Memorial Avenue 
speeding has 
resident on edge

Elmira man’s petition calls on Woolwich Township to deal with safety concerns

Residents on Memorial Avenue in Elmira have concerns over the number of cars they see speeding down their road every day, and are calling on the township to implement 
traffic-calming measures or to install speed limit signs. [james jackson / the observer]

jAmES jAcKSON Blais alleges consistently drive well above 
the speed limit on the residential road in 
front of his house. Since moving to town 
from Ottawa about 18 months ago, he said 
that speeders have become a serious prob-
lem.

“Once they get to the stop sign they ei-
ther roll through it, or some cars just burn 
their rubber.”

His son, now nine years old, was struck 
by a van just a month after they moved in, 

and Blais said it was lucky the driver saw 
him in time and was able to come to almost 
a complete stop and not seriously injure 
the boy. Others who live on the street are 
concerned as well, Blais said, and have 
even gotten into confrontations with driv-
ers who refuse to slow down.

“We’ve sat on the porch and watched 
people yell back and forth at cars ‘slow 

Outdoor recreational areas in 
Woolwich, including sports fields and 
playgrounds, may be off limits to smokers 
if the township goes ahead with plans dis-
cussed this week.

Acting on a request from Woolwich 
Youth Soccer, the township will launch a 
public process aimed at banning smoking 
in the vicinity of soccer fields, baseball 
diamonds and playgrounds. The goal is to 
prevent participants, often children, from 
exposure to second-hand smoke.

Addressing township council May 22, 
WYSC president John Collinson said the 
ban would be a logical extension of the 
smoking prohibition already in place at 
Ontario schools and their play areas. Some 
18 municipalities in the province have 
outdoor smoking restrictions in effect, he 
added, pointing to the likes of Barrie, Mid-
land, Welland and Woodstock.

Elsewhere, Ottawa last month banned 
smoking at all outdoor restaurant and bar 
patios, city-owned parks, playgrounds, 
beaches, sports fields and fruit and veg-
etable markets. Hamilton this month rolls 
out a smoking ban on all city-owned prop-
erties used for recreational purposes.

Karen Makela, director of recreation and 
facilities, oversaw a similar ban with her 
previous employer, the City of Elliot Lake. 
The process here would involve public 
input into such issues as where smoking 
would be prohibited and how much of a 
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rIVErSIdE STudENTS puT ThEIr hEArT INTO IT

Jesus Flores Dyck (left), a Grade 3 student at Riverside Public School takes a turn in a hula hoop, while Maddie Donkersgoed, Grade 2, skips 
during the school’s annual Jump Rope for Heart held on May 23. [colin dewar  / the observer]
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The work visa of Wool-
wich’s latest recruit still 
up in the air, the township 
may have to go through the 
hiring process again to fill 
the position.

Saskia Koning, a South 
African citizen in the coun-
try on a temporary work 
visa due to expire in June, 
was hired last month to 

Visa issues may force Woolwich into new hire
Township still waiting on Immigration Canada/HRSDC paperwork associated with new executive assistant

STEVE KANNON fill a newly-created execu-
tive assistant’s position, a 
three-year contract paying 
almost $50,000 annually.

This week, however, 
chief administrative officer 
David Brenneman said the 
visa situation has yet to be 
sorted out, which means 
the township may have to 
go back to the well.

“If the position becomes 
vacant, normal practice 

would be that the township 
would proceed with a re-
cruitment process to fill the 
position.”

According to Citizenship 
and Immigration Canada, 
the employee is responsible 
for obtaining a work visa. 
The township, however, is 
responsible for obtaining 
a labour market opinion 
(LMO) from Human Re-
sources and Skills Develop-

ment Canada stipulating 
that the job is open to for-
eign workers due to a short-
age of qualified Canadians. 
That process is still under-
way at the township.

This is the latest turn of 
events in what has become 
a controversial hiring. Kon-
ing, who is a friend of the 
mayor, beat out some 120 
other candidates despite a 
résumé that does not seem 

to line up with the qualifi-
cations stipulated by the 
township when it adver-
tised for an executive assis-
tant to the mayor/council 
and corporate communica-
tions assistant.

Both Brenneman and 
Mayor Todd Cowan have 
defended the hiring of Kon-
ing, calling her the best-
qualified candidate. They 
have, however, refused to 

discuss her qualifications. 
But publically-available 
information shows Koning 
is listed has having gradu-
ated from the University of 
Cape Town in December 
2010 with a degree in film 
and media production. 
In an online forum for 
ex-patriots, she listed her 
profession as video produc-

hirE | 4

Keri Martin Vrbanac, president of the Conestoga-Winterbourne Residents Association, and other CWRA members have begun a door-to-
door canvassing campaign to raise funds ahead of their OMB hearing in the fall. [james jackson / the observer]

Have a habit of driving 
faster than the legal limit 
on Whippoorwill Drive in 
Elmira? You’re not alone, 
but Woolwich Township 
wants to change that, this 
week proposing the use 
of radar signs to reduce 
speeding.

The use of dynamic 
speed display signs, which 
measure each cars speed 
and flash it back to the 

Woolwich looks at traffic-calming measures for Elmira’s Whippoorwill Drive
STEVE KANNON driver, would slow motor-

ists down on a stretch of 
road with known speeding 
issues, the township’s di-
rector of engineering and 
planning told councillors 
meeting Tuesday night.

“Studies have shown that 
such signs are effective in 
lowering speeds in both 
the long term and the short 
term,” said Dan Kennaley.

A 2010 traffic study 
showed 55 per cent of east-
bound traffic exceeded the 

50 km/h speed limit (with 
some 15 per cent doing 
more than 70 km/h), while 
25 per cent of westbound 
drivers did so. The speed 
signs are the preferred 
traffic-calming measure, as 
stop lights or all-way stops 
are not warranted given 
the amount of traffic, he 
explained.

The township has al-
ready undertaken a passive 
measure, painting lines 
to effectively narrow the 

lanes, which encourages 
slower travel.

While supportive of fur-
ther investigation into the 
use of the signs, estimated 
to cost $2,000 to $4,000 
apiece, councillors had res-
ervations about Kennaley’s 
plan to complete another 
traffic monitoring study.

Such studies are typi-
cally carried out with the 
township’s own equip-
ment, but there’s already a 
backlog of locations to be 

monitored, so the plan is 
plan to contract out some 
of the studies this summer, 
Kennaley said, adding his 
department is looking into 
the costs.

Noting that it’s clear 
drivers are speeding on 
Whippoorwill Drive, Coun. 
Julie-Anne Herteis said the 
township will have to do 
more than it’s done so far – 
“people just aren’t paying 
attention.”

Mayor Todd Cowan went 

beyond that, suggesting 
traffic lights, stop signs or 
even speed bumps would 
be more effective than the 
radar signs, which could 
just become part of the 
background ignored by 
drivers.

Complicating the mat-
ter is a conflict between 
the township’s designation 
of Whippoorwill as both 
a no-truck route and col-

traffic | 7

The Conestoga-Win-
terbourne Residents 
Association is asking 
neighbours to dig into their 
pockets and help fund their 
fight against a gravel pit 
proposed for nearby farm-
land.

The organization has 
been recognized as an of-
ficial party at the Ontario 
Municipal Board hearing 
scheduled for Nov. 5 at the 
township office, but the 
process will not be cheap 
– to continue to pay their 
lawyers and other legal 
aids they have set a goal of 
raising $150,000 between 
now and the middle of 

Residents’ group hopes 
to fill coffers in advance 
of gravel pit legal battle

jAmES jAcKSON June when residents will 
start to scatter for summer 
vacation.

The CWRA was formed 
in 2007 in opposition to 
a gravel pit proposed by 
Hunder Developments, 
which hopes to gain an ag-
gregate licence for some 
150 acres of land on two 
farm properties located 
at 128 Katherine St. S. and 
1081 Hunsberger Rd.

About 25 volunteers have 
been out knocking on doors 
in West Montrose, Con-
estogo and Winterbourne 
asking for money, and the 
CWRA president recognizes 
that it may seem like a lot to 
ask for, but she believes it 
will be worth every penny.

“When you have all the 
change that is going to hap-
pen to our community, it’s 
just not going to be a viable 
place to live anymore,” said 
Keri Martin Vrbanac.

“People aren’t going to 
want to live in an area with 
a gravel pit.”

To help put some of those 
costs in perspective, canvass-
ers are handing out pam-
phlets that specify how prop-
erty values in the Conestogo 
area will be affected based on 
their proximity to the pit. 

Martin Vrbanac has doc-
umentation to prove that 
since 2010 properties that 
have been sold in the area 
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97 Earl Martin Drive, Unit #2, Elmira
For More Information on: 

Programs, Gym Calendar, Birthday Parties & Registration
Call 519.669.2227 or email: wgcregistrar@gmail.com

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE: www.woolwichgymnastics.com

RECREATIONAL & COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS 

SUMMER SESSION
Offered for ages 18 months & up

8 WEEKS:  
July 9  to  August 15, 2012

IN PERSON REGISTRATION

JUNE 4-7, 2012
6:00 - 8:00 PM

IN THE GYM LOBBY
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY REGISTRATION

– PAYMENT OPTIONS CASH OR CHEQUE – 

SUMMER CAMP WEEKS
JULY 9-13, 2012 & AUGUST 13 - 17, 2012

Full of Half Days Available
Register before June 1, 2012 and save!

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

tion assistant. In Canada on 
a temporary visa that is to 
expire next month, she had 
been working as a waitress 
at a Kitchener restaurant 
prior to joining township 
staff on Apr. 26.

Citing privacy issues, 
the township has refused 
to discuss specifics of Kon-
ing’s qualifications or the 
visa issue. Officials have 
also declined to discuss 
the pay scale for an admin-
istrative assistant’s job – 
$43,000 to $53,000 a year, 
plus generous benefits 
– that are out of line with 
HRSDC data for similar 
jobs in the private sector. 
The township position pays 
about 50 per cent above 
private-sector averages for 
administrative assistance 
jobs – about $35,000 – and 
much more than entry-
level offerings, which run 
closer to $25,000. Executive 
assistants, with more expe-
rience and responsibility, 
can earn closer to the range 
offered by the township, ac-
cording to figures available 
from federal employment 
websites

Pay levels for the new 
position, the same range 
as existing administrative 
assistant’s jobs at the town-
ship, were approved by 
councillors during budget 
deliberations in February. 

The total compensation 
package for the position is 
the equivalent of about a 
one per cent tax increase, 
though Cowan notes mon-
ey was found in the budget 
without increasing taxes. 
The extra expense was 

prorated for 2012, as the job 
didn’t start until late April.

“It should be noted that 
council’s support for the 
executive assistant/cor-
porate communications 
assistant position did not 
result in a tax increase of 
one per cent, rather it was 
council’s direction that 
the approval of the new 
position not result in an 
increase to the tax rate, and 
this was achieved,” he said 
in an email.

In response to questions 
about the need for yet an-
other staff position, Cowan 
referred to the original staff 
report that described the 
breakdown of duties, a half-
time assistant for mayor 
and council and half-time 
communications assistant.

“The public expects this 
council to be more active, 
responsive and engaged 
than the previous council, 
and part-time staff support 
is needed to help meet this 
expectation,” reads the jus-
tification for the executive 
assistant.”

No additional rationale 
was offered.

Previous mayor Bill 
Strauss, who held the of-
fice for 13 years prior to 
the 2010 election, sees no 
reason the mayor needs an 
assistant.

“I just don’t see it as be-
ing necessary at all,” he 
said of the new position in 
an interview last week, not-
ing that previous staffing 
levels served the mayor just 
fine.

“I was happy with the 
way we operated. There 
was adequate support staff 
there at all times.”

hIrE: Still no real justification 
for expensive new position
from | 3 down, this is a residential 

area.’”
There are three stop signs 

along the length of Memo-
rial Avenue, which Blais has 
nicknamed the Elmira drag 
strip, but there are no post-
ed speed limit signs, and 
Blais and his neighbours 
are getting tired of worry-
ing about their kids cross-
ing the street. One nearby 
household even made their 
own homemade “50” sign 
and stuck it on the grass 
next to the road to inform 
drivers of the speed limit.

The problem that Blais 
describes is a common one 
throughout Elmira, and 
across Woolwich Township. 
The director of engineer-
ing and planning services 
agrees that speeding is a 
growing problem in the 

area, and said they take 
such concerns seriously.

“I don’t think it’s an epi-
demic, necessarily – we’re 
not getting swamped by 
complaints – but they are 
coming in,” said Dan Ken-
naley. “We have got a list 
that includes Breslau, Con-
estoga and West Montrose, 
so it seems to be all over the 
place.”

In 2011 the township 
conducted a traffic study 
on Memorial Avenue to as-
sess the problem of speed-
ing, but Kennaley said the 
results show the road falls 
well below other problem 
streets in the township. He 
said only about four per 
cent of all traffic on the 
road was found to be driv-
ing above the speed limit of 
50 km/h.

In fact, the 85th percen-
tile of northbound traffic 

was actually going under 
the speed limit – 49.74 
km/h – while southbound 
traffic averaged 53.35 km/h.

Compare that to other 
problem streets such as 
Whippoorwill Drive where 
55 per cent of traffic speeds 
and the 85th percentile 
of drivers travel about 70 
km/h in the 50 zone, and 
there is no comparison, he 
said.

“Memorial is really not 
indicating a speeding prob-
lem,” he said. He presented 
his findings to council on 
Tuesday night, calling for 
a dynamic speed display to 
be installed on Whippoor-
will, one facing eastbound 
traffic and another facing 
westbound vehicles.

Yet Blais argues that driv-
ers saw the sensors and 
slowed down when they 
approached them, skewing 

the results. 
He has yet to complain to 

police. But in an interview, 
Sgt. Sig Peters, who heads 
the Waterloo Regional Po-
lice detachment in Elmira, 
said his officers routinely 
respond to residential con-
cerns by assigning radar 
cars to trouble spots around 
the township to try and de-
ter speeding.

“If someone starts to use 
a route regularly and they 
see cruisers there, even 
if they don’t get stopped 
themselves they start to 
watch their speed,” he said.

Peters also said that more 
than 80 per cent of all tick-
ets that cross his desk in 
the Elmira detachment are 
for drivers that live outside 
of the township: Fergus, 
Listowel, Guelph and Kitch-
ener, for example.

Peters encourages all 
residents with a concern 
about speeding in their 
neighbourhood to contact 
police with the location and 
time of the speeders, and 
they will respond.

Blais has chosen to or-
ganize a petition to send 
to township staff outlining 
neighbourhood concerns. 
He said that while traffic-
calming measures such as 
speed bumps have already 
been rejected by staff, 
something as simple as 
posting speed limit signs 
could go a long way in 
calming the traffic, a solu-
tion that Kennalley agreed 
would be worth looking in 
to.

“That is certainly a pos-
sibility. Absolutely we can 
take a look at that,” he said.

To sign the petition email 
stopelmiraspeeding@ya-
hoo.ca.

SpEEdINg: Township sees bigger problems elsewhere
from | covEr

quIlT fESTIVAl brINgS 'Em OuT TO ST. jAcObS

Judy Gascho-Jutzi teaches a group of women how to create 3D 
landscapes using sewing machines at the St. Jacobs Quilt and Fibre 
Art Festival held in The Mill on May 22.  The event ran all week. 
[colin dewar / the observer]
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We help develop
 tomorrow’s leaders! 

JOIN the Legion!!

DID YOU KNOW that the Legion’s Youth 
Programs provide valuable assistance and new 
opportunities to young Canadians? Students 
participate in the Legion’s Poster & Literary Contests 
and athletes get their start with the Legion’s 
National Youth Track and Field Championships.

Local contact – Royal Canadian Legion, Br 469
11 First Street, East ELMIRA ON N3B 2Z5

519-669-2932
Learn more about membership and your 
Legion’s programs at www.LEGION.ca

The Royal Canadian
Legion - Serving 

Canadian Communities!

CUSTOM PRE-FINISHED SOLID

HARDWOOD
FLOORING
Custom Finishes | Sizes up to 8” wide
Domestic Hard & Soft Wood Flooring
Reclaimed Wood

ELAM BRUBACHER
2936 Arthur St. N., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-0750
1-866-423-6893

     AS LOW AS

$4.25
/Sq.Ft.

Visit our Showroom Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from May 28 - June 2

Store Made Fresh Breaded

Fresh or Frozen

Pork Schnitzel 
(4oz)

Ground Pork

Store Made, Deli Sliced Store Made, Cheddarwurst or Honey 
GarlicCorned Beef  

or Pastrami Smoked Sausages

We carry "LOCALLY GROWN" 
Elmira's Own Beef Steak 

Tomatoes. There is not a better 
tasting fresher tomato available 

out there!

Chicken 
Breasts

Fresh, Boneless, Skinless

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

$1.00ea. $5.49

$1.89

$3.49$5.99

Ib.
/$12.10kg.

Ib.
/$4.17kg.

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

Ib.
/$13.21kg.

Bandstand 
repairs a go

Watch for extensive rehabilitation 
of the Gore Park bandstand in 
Elmira to get underway next month, 
as Woolwich this week gave the 
go-ahead to a proposal from Country 
Lane Builders.

The company submitted a bid of 
$40,000 to carry out a major recon-
struction of the landmark, which was 
built in 1892. The township budgeted 
$80,000 for the project, with electrical 
work and engineering costs yet to be 
determined. 

The goal is to get the bulk of the work 

done in June, with details such as paint-
ing completed the following month. The 
township hopes to avoid disruptions 
to the popular summer concert series 
in which musical performers use the 
bandstand for free weekly concerts 
throughout the season.

“I have one word: finally,” said Coun. 
Allan Poffenroth, who has pushed for 
the rehabilitation project.

Sign fee halved 
for church

Woolwich will collect only half 
the usual fee in evaluating Gale 
Presbyterian Church’s plan for a sign 
out front of its new Barnswallow Drive, 

Elmira building.
The sign the church wants doesn’t 

conform to the township’s sign bylaw. 
It will be larger and closer to the road 
than allowed, requiring it to take 
the new design to the Committee of 
Adjustment, which comes with a $900 
fee. Meeting Tuesday night, councillors 
agreed to charge $450 instead, in 
keeping with previous reductions for 
similar organizations.

Expansion  of 
memorial forest

New municipal open space in a 
subdivision slated for Elmira’s west 
side will include room for an expansion 

to the Lions Memorial Forest, Woolwich 
councillors decided this week.

The Elmira Lions Club created memo-
rial forest along the Kissing Bridge 
Trailway in 2001, planting trees at the 
behest of families in memory of their 
loved ones. The club has planted 316 
trees at the current location, expecting 
it to be full by the end of the year. 

The new spot, located south of the 
trail at the north end of the large 
Lunor development expected to get 
underway this year, would take up 
part of land designated as open space 
in the plan of subdivision.

Township staff deemed the project 
a good fit, pointing to the tree cover 
and use of land in the floodplain. As 

with the existing memorial forest, the 
new area will be maintained by the 
Lions Club.

Woolwich wants 
combined OMB 
hearing

Looking to save both time and 
money, Woolwich is calling on the 
Ontario Municipal Board to combine 
into one hearing the legal challenge of 
both the Planning Act and Aggregate 
Resources Act applications associ-
ated with the Jigs Hollow gravel pit 
proposed for the Winterbourne valley.

Meeting this week, councillors voted 

in favour of the request, hoping for a 
more efficient process.

Director of engineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley said combining the 
challenges is a common move, usually 
initiated by the gravel pit applicant as 
a way of streamlining the process. In 
this case, however, the applicant has 
resisted the tactic.

Kuntz Topsoil, Sand and Gravel is 
looking for the township to rezone 
some 90 acres of agricultural land at 
125 Peel St. to permit extraction on 
approximately half the property, which 
contains an estimated 840,000 tonnes 
of aggregate. Concurrently, it has 
asked the Ministry of Natural Resources 
for an aggregate licence.

may 17

7:55 Am | A suspect broke 
into a Mercedes Corporation shop 
in St. Jacobs, stealing a white 2003 
GMC Sierra pickup truck with numer-
ous tools in the back, including a 
compressor, leaf blower, and a Stihl 
weed-whacker. The keys were in the 
truck as it was inside the shop. The 
truck was recovered by Wellington 
OPP the next day.

10:15 Am | A kitchen staff 
manager at the Stone Crock in St. 

Police following up on grab-and-go 
theft from Shoppers Drug Mart
Police were contacted 
after a man entered Shop-
pers Drug Mart on the cor-
ner of Arthur and Church 
streets in Elmira and stole 
numerous bottles of per-
fume on Tuesday afternoon. 

The man is described as 
white, in his mid-20s, thin 
and approximately six feet 
tall, with a shaved head 
and  wearing a white ball 
cap, dark jacket and jeans 
with red stripes on the 
pockets. After leaving the 

store, he proceeded to get 
into a white pickup truck 
driven by a woman in her 
late-20s with blonde hair.

Police obtained the li-
cence plate number of the 
pickup, which had been 
stolen earlier in the day 
from a Cambridge resi-
dence. The vehicle headed 
east on Church Street and 
was found abandoned 
at the West Gate Plaza in 
Cambridge. The investiga-
tion continues.

Jacobs was taken to the hospital after 
cutting his wrist with a meat slicer. 
The Ministry of Labour is investigating 
the incident.

may 18

7:45 Am | A 45-year-old 
Elmira man driving a 2007 blue Ford 
Mustang lost control of his vehicle at 
the roundabout on Arthur Street and 
Sawmill Road near St. Jacobs, causing 
the vehicle to slide into a ditch. The 
car sustained moderate damage. No 
injuries were reported and no charges 

were laid.

7:45 pm | Police received a call 
about a fire in a dumpster behind the 
Royal Canadian Legion on First Street 
in Elmira. The fire was contained to 
the bin and caused no damage. The 
cause of the fire is still undetermined.

may 19

2:00 pm | Two rear windows 
at the St. Jacobs Public School on 

Queensway Drive were damaged. 
Police do not have any suspects at 
this time.

may 20

9:50 Am | A concerned citizen 
contacted police about a young boy 
selling chocolate bars outside a 
local establishment in Elmira. The boy 
claimed to be from Brantford and had 
a letter from his mother indicating it 
was alright for the boy to be selling 

the products so far from home. Police 
contacted the Children’s Aid Society of 
Brant County, which will be looking 
into the matter.

4:00 pm | A fire occurred in 
the backyard of a residence on Bobo-
link Place in Elmira. The fire started in 
a mulch pile and spread to a nearby 
shed, and was the result of the hot 
and dry weather causing the mulch 
to spontaneously combust. Damage 

was estimated at under $1,000. Elmira 
firefighters extinguished the fire in 
short order. There were no injuries. 

may 21

11:45 Am | Hyundai car keys 
found on William Hastings Line in 
Wellesley Township were turned into 
the Elmira police detachment. The 
rightful owner can claim them during 
regular office hours.

4:20 pm | Police were contact-
ed about two teenage boys shooting 
birds with pellet guns on Riverside 
Drive in Elmira. The boys managed 
to injure a blackbird that was found 
on a front lawn of a residence. Police 
dealt with the youth and their parents 
and warned them about the use of 
firearms in public areas.

may 22

10:45 Am | A 56-year-old 
Burlington man driving a 2010 Ford 
was charged with ‘fail to stop’ when 
he drove through a stop sign at 
Southfield Drive near Union Street 
in Elmira and struck a 21-year-old 
Guelph man operating a 2008 Dodge. 
The vehicles sustained minor to 
moderate damage. No injuries were 

lETTEr TO ThE EdITOr?

Police were called about graffiti spray painted onto the front of the Observer offices on Arthur Street North May 20 around 10 a.m. The 
graffiti is suspected to be a result of negative feedback from the public regarding a recent series of stories run by the newspaper. There 
were no witnesses and the police are continuing to investigate. [pat merlihan / the observer]
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DON_12_1068_KC_RAM_LD

MONTH OF THE RAM

REGION: ONTARIO

Title:

DUE DATE: MAY 14

BAN Bancroft Times

DUW Durham Wheels

WOO Elmira/Woolwich Observer

FFT Fort Frances Times

HTE Hawksbury Tribune Express

VPR Rockland Vision (Prescott Russell)

SSN Scugog Standard

SNL Sudbury Northern Life

TIL Tilbury Times

WAN Wawa Algoma Review News

MORE PEOPLE ARE SWITCHING TO THE RAM 1500.≠
THIS PRICE MAY HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH IT.
CANADA’S LONGEST-LASTING LINE OF PICKUPS»

2012 RAM 1500 REGULAR CAB ST 4X2

$19,995
•

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $7,500 CONSUMER CASH,* 
FREIGHT, AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. TAXES 
EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

• 3.7 L V6 engine 
• Air conditioning
•  Media Centre 130 CD/MP3 

with six speakers
• 7- and 4-pin trailer wiring harness
• Sentry Key engine immobilizer

OR CHOOSE 

4.99%@  $138  

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING†

FOR 96 MONTHS
WITH $0 DOWN

STEP UP TO THE 2012 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4
• HEMI® V8 power with V6 fuel economy◊ 
• Remote keyless entry
• 17” aluminum wheels

•  SiriusXMTM Satellite Radio (12-month 

trial subscription to the Sirius Select package)

• Temperature and compass gauges

• Premium interior door trim 
• Overhead console 
• Power sliding rear window MORE BI-WEEKLY

$13
+Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 

and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

  
NHTSA 5 Star for Side Impact‡ 

5 STAR SAFETY

SAVE FREIGHT❖

THE WE PICK IT UP. YOU PICK UP $1,500 IN SAVINGS.

rness
er

$23,595
•

 2012 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $9,750 CONSUMER CASH,* $1,500 SAVE THE FREIGHT DISCOUNT, 
AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

RamTruck.ca/Offers

2012 Ram 1500 Regular Cab SLT 4x2 shown.§

2012 Ram 1500 Crew Cab Longhorn 4x4 shown.§

T:10.25”

T:14”

DON_121068_KC_RAM_LD.indd   1 5/14/12   7:32 PM
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SmOKINg:  Township will 
launch public consultation

perimeter would be set up 
around play areas.

Mayor Todd Cowan said 
the township should brace 
for a backlash from smokers.

“There will obviously be 
a minority that disagree 
with the suggestion we 
have,” replied Collison, 
likening the expected reac-
tion to the initial resistance 
to a ban on smoking in res-
taurants and bars.

While acknowledging 
there will be negative feed-
back, Coun. Julie-Anne 

fENdEr-bENdEr SlOwS TrAffIc

Arthur Street traffic in Elmira slowed to a crawl around 5:30 p.m Wednesday night after 
a minor fender-bender between a Chevy pickup and Kia Sportage near Ernst Street. 

reported.

8:35 pm | A 51-year-old 
Listowel man operating a 2009 Mazda 
CX9 hit and killed a deer on Perth Line 
in Wellesley. The vehicle sustained 
moderate damage. No injuries were 
reported by the driver.

lector road, which would 
be expected to carry truck 
traffic, said Kennaley. 
There will be no change to 
the truck prohibition in the 
foreseeable future, how-
ever, as Woolwich wants to 
keep construction vehicles 
off of that road during the 
development of the sprawl-
ing Lunor subdivision on 

have gone for up to 29 per 
cent below the asking price 
– a decrease that translates 
into tens of thousands or 
sometimes hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.

“This is with just a loom-
ing gravel pit; what will 
happen if there is a gravel 
pit? If the gravel pit goes 
forward, what are people 
who want to sell their 
homes looking at?”

lEgAl bATTlE: Group needs war chest to fight what it expects to be a costly battle at the OMB
from | 3 A second issue for the 

CWRA is the increase of 
truck traffic in the region 
should the pit be approved. 
The president highlights 
the fact that trucks would 
be passing directly in front 
of the public school in 
Conestogo village, and that 
roads such as Northfield 
Drive which are already 
heavily congested will only 
get worse with the addition 
of more gravel trucks.

While some residents 

may be less-than-opti-
mistic about the group’s 
chance to actually win at 
the OMB hearing given the 
board’s history for siding 
with industry over com-
munity groups, Martin 
Vrbanac points to the fact 
that in 2010 three gravel 
pits in Ontario were de-
feated at OMB hearings 
– giving them hope that 
they can do the same in 
Conestogo.

“They have to realize 

that it is possible for us to 
do this. It’s very probable 
that we can win this,” she 
said.

Over the past five years 
the CWRA has created a 
well-organized effort to 
halt the pit, which would 
have an impact on four 
residential areas, including 
Golf Course Road in Con-
estogo and Sunset Drive 
and Meadowbrook Place in 
Winterbourne. 

Residents have come to 

meetings armed with de-
tailed reports drawing on 
township, regional and pro-
vincial documents, arguing 
gravel extraction should 
not even be considered for 
the area. They’ve also had 
acoustic and dust studies 
completed by the applicant 
scrutinized by experts to 
poke holes in the argument 
that the pit will not nega-
tively impact residents.

Martin Vrbanac said they 
have come a long way in 

five years, and it will all 
come down to their prepa-
ration over the summer 
that will determine the 
outcome of the five-week 
hearing next fall.

“We have five months to 
make sure we go into that 
OMB hearing as prepared 
as possible.

“We can viably win this. 
But we can’t win it if we 
don’t raise the funds to 
man the fight. That’s the 
bottom line.” 

may 23

8:00 Am | A burgundy 
SuperCycle 1500 youth bicycle was 
found on Brookmead Street and 
Second Avenue in Elmira. It’s now at 
the Elmira station awaiting its rightful 
owner.

8:30 Am | An iPhone was 
found on Whippoorwill Drive in 
Elmira. The rightful owner can pick it 
up at the Elmira detachment.

from | 5

Herteis argued most smok-
ers would see this as the 
proper thing to do, espe-
cially with kids involved.

“Parents don’t need to 
smoke right there,” she said, 
noting smokers can move 
away from the sidelines to 
more appropriate spots.

If the prohibition is ad-
opted, the township would 
likely use a “soft sell” ap-
proach to winning compli-
ance from smokers. Signs 
with kids reminding adults 
that ‘we play here, please 
don’t smoke,’ typically prove 
effective, said Makela.

from | 3

TrAffIc:  Radar signs seen as 
best option for speeding issue
from | 3

Church Street West.
As there’s no room in this 

year’s budget for any of the 
proposed traffic-calming 
measures, any changes 
would have to wait until 
2013 at the earliest, he add-
ed. In the meantime, the 
township will be talking 
with other municipalities 
about their experience with 
the dynamic speed display 
signs.

After nearly a half 
century of community in-
volvement, the Wellesley 
Board of Trade says it is 
struggling to maintain at-
tendance numbers and lo-
cal interest.

Only about 10 members 
showed up for their May 9 
meeting when they were to 
elect their new executive, 
casting fears that this may 
be the last group to lead the 
board.

Over the past several years 
membership has steadily de-
clined, as has participation 
in the monthly meetings 
and volunteer efforts to help 
support the many events 
and activities that the board 
delivers to the community, 
according to the group’s new 
president.

“There are a number of 
things that would stop, and 
who’s going to pick them 
up?” asked Chris Frank-
lin, owner of the Futher-

Wellesley Board of Trade looking 
for infusion of new members
Declining participation rates threaten long history of community works

jAmES jAcKSON Franklin Funeral Home in 
Wellesley.

Every year the Board of 
Trade nominates the Citi-
zen of the Year, holds the 
Valentine’s Day Ball, hangs 
the seasonal lights on the 
hydro poles, maintains 
the island and many of the 
gardens within the village, 
they organize the soapbox 
derby race on Labour Day 
weekend, and host the very 
popular sausage and pan-
cake breakfast at the Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festival 
in September.

After the board received 
zero nominations for the 
position of president this 
year, Franklin volunteered 
for the position because 
he didn’t want to see the 
board dissolve, along with 
all the positive contribu-
tions it makes to the com-
munity. Its events not only 
help support the commu-
nity, but help local busi-
nesses through promotion 
and networking opportuni-

ties.
Franklin was voted into 

the position unanimously 
by those present at the 
meeting.

A number of factors are 
likely contributing to their 
decline, said Franklin, a 
member of the Board of 
Trade for the past three 
years. He and other mem-
bers believe that younger 
parents in the village are 
often so busy with their 
children, their families, 
and other extracurricular 
activities that they simply 
don’t have time to attend 
their monthly meetings, 
which start at 7 p.m.

He also said that as the 
community has grown over 
the years, many residents 
take advantage of the events 
held by the Board of Trade 
but perhaps fail to under-
stand who exactly is respon-
sible for them each year. 

To help remedy that 
problem they have begun 
a self-promotion blitz and 

advertising campaign to 
spread the word about who 
the group is and what they 
offer the citizens of Welles-
ley and the surrounding 
area.

Another issue is the ag-
ing demographic of the 
members; at 48 years old, 
Franklin said he is one of if 
not the youngest member, 
and they need to attract 
a younger core of partici-
pants.

Franklin said that they 
cannot let the group fold, 
even for one year, if they 
want to ensure its long-
term survival.

“If it folds it would be a 
lot harder to get it started 
again than it is to find new 
members. People will find 
other things to do,” he said.

For more information 
on the Wellesley Board of 
Trade, visit http://welles-
leyboardoftrade.com/ or 
contact Chris Franklin, 
chris@futher-franklinfu-
neralhome.com.

Chris Franklin, the newly elected president of the Wellesley Board of Trade, is worried that declining interest in the group will threaten its long history of community works. 
[james jackson / the observer]

blOTTEr
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THE VIEW FROM HERE

WORLD VIEW / GWYNNE DYER

WORLD
AFFAIRS

OUR VIEW / EDITORIAL

THE ONGOING SAGA OF Woolwich’s hiring 
practices has taken on a new twist in the form 
of work visa issues, a hurdle that may force 
the township to go through the process all 
over again to fill the newly-created executive 
assistant’s position.

While the choice of candidate has raised a number of 
red flags – none of them addressed by township officials 
– there’s a larger issue here, namely a lack of oversight on 
the part of council. The position was approved with little 
debate based on vague premises that existing administra-
tive support staff is busy and that the mayor is suddenly 
in need of an assistant.

There were few challenges to staff’s assertions yet an-
other body was needed to bloat the payroll, despite the 
job providing no benefit to taxpayers footing the bill for 
the generous salary. Nor was there much discussion of 
why it is the township is paying so generously – $43,000 
to $53,000 – for a job that typically pays much less in the 
private sector. Looking at the numbers, councillors should 
have been pushing for a review of all pay levels, recogniz-
ing that the payroll makes up half of all expenditures and 
increases have outstripped inflation, padding an already 
overly-generous pay scale.

Such a review was conspicuously absent in budget de-
liberations, where council asked for a five per cent reduc-
tion in expenditures, but settled for minor tweaks and 
larger increases in user fees, which don’t count as savings.

As we’ve noted, bureaucracies have a tendency to ex-
pand – bureaucrats beget more of themselves – but it’s 
council’s job to push back against the tendency. We’re not 
seeing that in Woolwich, where growth in administrative 
staff has easily eclipsed the outside workers who actually 
deliver services to residents. Of course, there’s a need for 
office staff, but busywork should be kept to a minimum. 
Again, that’s where councillors are supposed to come into 
the equation.

We’ve long decried the lack of oversight in Woolwich 
council, which has been far too compliant with staff 
proposals. New councillors have had their moments, but 
there is typically little debate. Fostering a more confronta-
tional spirit is a good reason to expand the size of council, 
as there would be much less change of conformity with, 
say, nine members instead of the downsized version 
demanded of municipalities more than a decade ago by 
the previous provincial government. This is an issue the 
current council can remedy, as it will be asked to debate 
expansion prior to the 2014 election.

Our call for changes is not simply about the global aus-
terity movement, though the township is not immune to 
the economic downturn. Rather, it’s about putting the 
focus on why local government exists: to provide services 
to residents at a manageable cost. With spending outpac-
ing inflation and the falling standard of living of many 
taxpayers, something has to give. Down slowly and gradu-
ally, there will be much less pain. And more money avail-
able for essential expenditures, such as dealing with aging 
infrastructure.

A back-to-basics approach – shedding staff and pro-
gramming expenditures that don’t serve the public – 
would better position that township for the new economic 
reality.

In that light, new hiring that strays from those priorities 
can’t be justified. It seems councillors have a chance to 
undo a poor decision made earlier this year.

Councillors must 
push back against 
needless spending

The second president 
of the United States, John 
Adams, predicted in 1780 
that “English will be the 
most respectable language 
in the world and the most 
universally read and spoken 
in the next century, if not 
before the end of this one.” 
It is destined “in the next 
and succeeding centuries to 
be more generally the lan-
guage of the world than Lat-
in was in the last or French 
is in the present age.”

It was a bold prediction, 
for at that time there were 
only about 13 million Eng-
lish-speakers in the world, 
almost all of them living 
in Britain or on the eastern 
seaboard of North America. 
They were barely one per 
cent of the world’s popula-
tion, and almost nobody 
except the Welsh and the 
Irish bothered to learn Eng-
lish as a second language. 
So how is Adams’s predic-
tion doing now?

Well, it took a little longer 
than he thought, but last 
week one of the most re-
spected universities in Italy, 

English now the world’s number-one language
the Politecnico di Milano, 
announced that from 2014 
all of its courses would be 
taught in English.

There was a predictable 
wave of outrage all across 
the country, but the uni-
versity’s rector, Giovanni 
Azzoni, simply replied: “We 
strongly believe our classes 
should be international 
classes, and the only way to 
have international classes is 
to use the English language. 
Universities are in a more 
competitive world. If you 
want to stay with the other 
global universities, you 
have no other choice.”

The university is not doing 
this to attract foreign stu-
dents. It is doing it mainly for 
its own students who speak 
Italian as a first language, 
but must make their living 
in a global economy where 
the players come from every-
where – and they all speak 
English as a lingua franca.

Many other European 
universities, especially in 
Germany, the Low Coun-
tries and Scandinavia, have 
taken the same decision, 
and the phenomenon is 
now spreading to Asia. 
There is a huge shift un-
derway, and it has become 
extremely rare to meet a 
scientific researcher or in-

ternational businessperson 
who cannot speak fluent 
English. How else would Pe-
ruvians communicate with 
Chinese?

But wait a minute. Peru-
vians speak Spanish, the 
world’s second-biggest lan-
guage, and Chinese has the 
largest number of native 
speakers of any language. 
Why don’t they just learn 
each other’s languages?

Because neither language 
is much use for talking 
to anybody else. Chinese 
won’t get you very far in 
Europe, Africa or the Amer-
icas – or, indeed, in most 
of Asia. The same goes for 
Spanish almost anywhere 
outside Latin America. 
Since few people have the 
time to learn more than one 
or two foreign languages, 
we need a single lingua 
franca that everybody can 
use with everybody else.

The choice has fallen on 
English not because it is 
more beautiful or more ex-
pressive, but just because it 
is already more widespread 
than any of the other poten-
tial candidates.

Mandarin Chinese has 
been the biggest language 
by number of speakers for 
at least the last thousand 
years, and is now used by 

close to a billion people, but 
it has never spread beyond 
China in any significant 
way. Spanish, like English, 
has grown explosively in 
the past two centuries: each 
now has over 400 million 
speakers. But Spanish re-
mains essentially confined 
to Central and South Amer-
ica and Spain, while English 
is everywhere.

There is a major power 
that uses English in every 
continent except South 
America: the U.S. in North 
America, the United King-
dom in Europe, South Af-
rica in Africa, India in Asia, 
and of course Australia 
(where the entire continent 
speaks it). All of that is due 
to the British empire, which 
once ruled one-quarter of 
the world’s people. For the 
same reason, there are sev-
eral dozen other countries 
where English is an official 
language.

Of course, the British 
empire went into a steep de-
cline almost a century ago, 
but the superpower that 
took Britain’s place was the 
United States, another Eng-
lish-speaking country. After 
another century during 
which everybody dealing in 

DYER | 10

Recent goings-on at Woolwich Township don't pass the smell test ... for everyone other than those inside the administration building, it seems.
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HIS VIEW / STEVE KANNON

EDITOR'S
NOTES

THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Citizens sending the message that quality extends beyond economic indicators

There’s a common 
thread running through 
the protests that dominate 
the headlines in recent 
years; from the Arab Spring 
to G20 excesses, and from 
Greece to the streets of 
Montreal, there are people 
putting paid to the old no-
tions of economic prosper-
ity.

People are increasingly 
aware that their personal 
wellbeing extends beyond a 
simple accounting of GDP, 
balance of trade and the 
bankers’ pound of flesh. 
From basics such as clean 
drinking water and personal 
safety right through to edu-
cational opportunities and 
leisure activities, a prosper-
ous life has many measures.

Students in Quebec don’t 
like where educational 
reform is taking them. 
Citizens of Greece don’t 
want their quality of life 
sacrificed to the banks. 
Those in the Occupy move-
ment denounce a system 
that rewards the 1% at the 
expense of the 99%. They’re 

all acutely aware that the 
standard economic indica-
tors aren’t enough, and that 
the traditional approach of 
governments just isn’t serv-
ing their needs.

The economic crisis that 
followed the meltdown 
caused by the financial 
services industry brought 
many of these longstand-
ing issues to the forefront, 
accelerating a 30-year 
decline in our standard of 
living and the attack on the 
middle class.

Canadians were hit less 
hard than many others, but 
we’ve not been exempt from 
the austerity measures. Nor 
has the federal government 
been a friend to the average 
citizen. That might help 
explain why we dropped to 
sixth place this week from 
second spot last year on the 
Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop-
ment’s quality-of-life index.

Life satisfaction mea-
sures how people evaluate 
their life as a whole rather 
than their current feelings. 
It captures a reflective as-
sessment of which life cir-
cumstances and conditions 
are important for subjective 
wellbeing. When asked to 
rate their general satisfac-

tion with life on a scale from 
0 to 10, Canadians gave it a 
7.4 grade, higher than the 
OECD average of 6.7. That 
put us behind Australia, 
Norway, the United States, 
Sweden and Denmark.

Part of the drop can be 
explained by changes to 
the way the index is com-
piled, but there’s reason to 
be wary. As the Canadian 
Index of Wellbeing found 
last year, our wellbeing is 
lagging behind economic 
growth. While GDP rose 31 
per cent between 1994 and 
2008, the index of wellbeing 
rose by just 11 per cent, with 
the lion’s share of the ben-
efits going to the wealthiest 
20 per cent.

Beyond simple economic 
indicators, the index (CIW) 
takes into account eight 
factors: living standards, 
healthy populations, com-
munity vitality, democratic 
engagement, education, 
environment, time use and 
leisure and culture. The 
latter three all are getting 
worse according to last 
year’s report, with a new 
study due in October.

The short form explana-
tion for the situation is 
that we’re working longer 
hours but not enjoying the 

fruits of our labours. For 
Linda McKessock, CIW 
project manager based at 
the University of Waterloo, 
the measurements are part 
of a growing international 
trend to put hard, scientific 
numbers to quality of life 
issues that have long gone 
unquantified. Such reports 
provide a more balanced 
approach to judging our 
standard of living, going 
beyond simple economic 
numbers.

“Studies like this are try-
ing to get a handle on what 
their citizens value,” she 
explains, pointing to the 
OECD report and national 
efforts like the CIW being 
carried out in other coun-
tries.

With all the talk of aus-
terity, much of the debate 
has focused on traditional 
economic data – GDP, un-
employment and similar 
indictors – but the range of 
protests and movements 
emerging show citizens 
have broader priorities.

“There are other things 
that we need to keep our 
eye on.”

Reports such as the CIW 
and the OECD Better Life 
Index allow us to see things 
through a much broader 

prism rather than the tradi-
tional economic measures. 
That in turn fuels local, 
grassroots movements that 
push for more focus on 
wellbeing. Ideally, the fed-
eral government eventually 
takes note, says McKessock.

While rankings such as 
those in the OECD index 
aren’t necessarily helpful, 
it does help to look at what 
other countries are doing 
so that we can adopt those 
practices here – essentially 
we’re always learning from 
others.

In Canada, where the 
political direction is coun-
ter to our quality of life, 
it’s especially important to 
take note of the successes of 
more progressive, citizen-
friendly policies. That’s cer-
tainly the case in the Nordic 
countries.

They are great examples 
of civil society setting the 
agenda rather than just 

focusing on the message of 
the elites.

Canada may not be mov-
ing in the right direction 
on all fronts, but reports 
based on objective data help 
us understand the choices 
we’re making , she notes.

Since we live in a sys-
tem of our own making, 
every policy and direction 
is a choice. Ideally, those 
choices are made to benefit 
the average citizen, though 
that’s often not the case.

So, what would get us 
moving in the right direc-
tion? Focusing on people, 
says McKessock.

“This is all about doing 
the best for our people,” 
she argues of measuring 
wellbeing and putting sup-
portive policies in place. 
That in turn will boost the 
traditional economic num-
bers.  “If we invest in our 
people, it will be good for 
our economy.”

Are you concerned about the speeding in Elmira?

I haven’t seen a real concern with speeding on 
our streets. On the weekends it can get crazy 
with all the transport trucks but in general I find 
traffic in the main streets follow the speed limit.

 » Candace Kuepfer

Yes, I am concerned. Some people don’t 
always stop or pay attention.

 » Lois Bauman

 I find it to be a concern. I live in Floradale and 
there is a lot of speeding but I see more cops 
out so I feel they are on top of it.

 » Katinka Gielen

 Yes, I am very concerned people need to slow 
down.

 » Marilyn Lackner

 I am very concerned. People need to slow 
down and watch what they are doing.

 » Mary Cook

"Vehicle congestion and risks to students still exist, they have just moved onto other areas not visible to crossing guards. " Crystal Kocher | page 10
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NATIONAL VIEWDYER: English has emerged as 
the world's language of choice
CONTINUED FROM | 8

 » Canadians for Tax Fairness

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

international business and 
diplomacy – indeed, any 
independent traveller who 
went very far from home – 
simply had to learn English, 
the die was cast. English 
had become the first world-
wide lingua franca.

There have been few lan-
guages in world history that 
were spoken by more peo-
ple as a second language 
than as a first; English has 
had that distinction for sev-
eral decades already.  Never 
before has any language 
had more people learning 
it in a given year than it has 
native speakers; English has 
probably now broken that 
record as well.

Most of those learners 

will never become fully 
fluent in English, but over 
the years some hundreds 
of millions will, including 
the entire global elite. And 
the amount of effort that is 
being invested in learning 
English is so great that it 
virtually guarantees that 
this reality will persist for 
generations to come.

No other language is 
threatened by this predomi-
nance of English. Italians 
are not going to stop speak-
ing Italian to one another, 
even if they have attended 
the Politecnico di Milano, 
and no force on Earth could 
stop the Chinese or the 
Arabs from speaking their 
own language among them-
selves. But they will all 
speak English to foreigners.

Tax havens allow rich individuals, Canadian banks and resource 
companies to avoid paying billions of dollars in taxes each year. It 
has recently been estimated that Canadian federal and provincial 
governments are losing up to $80 billion a year because of tax 
evasion. That is half our national health care spending. Tax havens 
are a major part of the overall tax evasion problem.

 » Garry Neil, executive director of the Council of Canadians, reacts to federal 
Conservatives' efforts to quash legal action in the robocall scandal.

“These motions are nothing more than an effort to dismiss the 
democratic rights of individual Canadians. If the Conservatives 
really want to get to the bottom of the robocalls scandal, they 
would be keen to have these cases heard and decided. Instead, 
they are bringing entirely meritless motions to prevent that from 
happening.”

 » From the May 30, 2009 edition of the Observer.

Jim McLeod's family had no idea what to expect from a fundraising 
walk held in his memory May 24, 2009, and were pleasantly 
surprised when the All in 4 Jim event raised some $48,000. McLeod, 
who succumbed to cancer in 2007 at the age of 58, was an active 
volunteer in the community, and was especially involved with 
sports organizations. One of the two at rinks at the WMC bears his 
name: the Jim McLeod Memorial Arena.  

Floradale
PARKVIEW MANORS

PARKVIEW MANORS
Floradale

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:
MARK.............519-465-7388 | LEON..............519-210-0127

30 FLORAPINE RD., FLORADALE

Scenic, country setting on 16 acre property | Adjacent to park area and hiking trail 
Garden plots available  | Low utility costs! | Large central area for family get-togethers 

All units include kitchenettes | Central dining available in the future
Home Care nursing available to eligible applicants

ONE PRE-OWNED SINGLE BEDROOM UNIT 
Available for immediate Possession $188,000

41 Unit Christian Lifestyle Seniors’ Residence

To the Editor,
Increased traffic and 
congestion in the school 
zone is a contributing fac-
tor to the risks and dangers 
that students are exposed to, 
however Woolwich Town-
ship has addressed only part 
of the problem by blocking 
the tennis courts parking lot 
and restricting drop off ar-
eas closer to the school. 

Bylaw officers now often 
stand at First Street and 
Snyder Avenue ignoring 
jay walking parents run-
ning from the church park-
ing lot to the school and 
students who don’t ride 
bicycles where they should. 
The township got it wrong 
when it claimed a student 
was struck by a vehicle in 
front of the school. It was a 
student who rode a bicycle 
into the back of a slow mov-
ing car, my car. Bike lanes 
would be money well spent 
(hint, hint). Vehicle conges-
tion and risks to students 
still exist, they have just 
moved onto other areas not 
visible to crossing guards. 

Many parents now park 

Apply some 
common sense 
to John Mahood 
parking issue

on Second Street where chil-
dren cross the road wherever 
they want to get to a sidewalk 
and some (parents included) 
walk on the road until they 
reach Snyder. Parked and 
idling vehicles alongside 
the tennis courts have been 
addressed many times over 
the years. In my 11 years as 
a John Mahood parent I’ve 
never seen the school or 
bylaw officers stop the kids 
or parents and make them 
use the sidewalks or walk to a 
designated place to cross the 
parking lot or street. 

As for those of us that 
park at the church, we’re all 
too busy or lazy (I’m guilty 
myself) to walk our kids 50 
feet to the crossing guard 
who monitors the intersec-
tion where it’s most safe. 

I appreciate that for 
safety reasons, there is a 
plan in the works to make 
the school zone safe and 
it may take some time to 
get it right, but, really, per-
haps we as parents and the 
school itself should start by 
practicing some common 
sense and get serious about 
teaching kids that they too 
are responsible for their own 
safety. After all, personal re-
sponsibility taught in prima-
ry school is a lot easier than 
teaching it in high school.

CRYSTAL KOCHER | ELMIRA



SPORTS | 11THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MAY 26, 2012

SPORTS
VOLLEYBALL / SHE’S GOT GAME

Taking her game on the road
Elmira girl to compete at Penn State 
volleyball tournament as part of 
Waterloo Tigers U17 B team

COLIN DEWAR

EDSS slo-
pitch teams 
are finding 
their grooves

COLIN DEWAR

SLO-PITCH | 13

EDSS / SLO-PITCH

Keeping focus is the 
key for Jenessa Babcock.

The Grade 10 student at 
EDSS lives a very busy and 
active life balancing her 
school work and the numer-
ous sporting teams she be-
longs to.

Over the winter, Babcock 
plays hockey as she has 
done for the last four years 
and in the summer months 
she takes to the soccer pitch 
to play for a Woolwich rep 
soccer team.

But it was two years 
ago that Babcock found a 
sport she fell in love with 
when she was introduced 
to volleyball, the sport that 
changed everything for her.

She admits that she had 
never even heard of the 
volleyball until she was in 
Grade 8 when a friend intro-
duced her to it. They went to 
watch a game and she was 
hooked.

“I find the sport really 
interesting. I enjoy the team-
work and working together 
and I thrive on the pressure,” 
she said while sitting on her 
family’s backyard deck. “Of 
course there is nothing like 
having a crowd cheer for 
your team, it can really get 
you pumped up.”

During her first year of 
high school she tried out for 
the junior volleyball team 
and now plays with the 
Waterloo Tigers U17 B team. 
The team has competed in 
four major tournaments in 
the last year, including the 
Provincial Cup and the Chal-
lenge Cup, where the girls 
finished fifth.

This weekend her vol-
leyball team is travelling to 
Pennsylvania to compete in 
the Happy Volley tourna-
ment held at Penn State 
University, where the team 
will be living in the school 
dorms.

“This is very exciting. I 
have never travelled this 
far for a sporting event and 
to get a chance to stay and 
compete at Penn State is un-
believable,” said    Babcock.

A multi-purpose player, 

Homeruns are not a 
problem for the EDSS boys’ 
slo-pitch team. 

In fact, the team has had 
great success knocking the 
ball out of the park this 
season. The problem is the 
rules for slo-pitch indicate 
one team cannot have 
more than two homeruns 
over their opponents. 

This is where the Lanc-
ers have been getting into 
trouble.

“Our hitters have been 
good all season long, we 
just have had troubles with 
our pitching and defense,” 
said coach Troy Shantz. 
“The boys really connect 
with the ball but have 
troubles keeping it within 
the fence and we lose a lot 
of runs that way.”

The Lancers faced off 
against the visiting Water-
loo-Oxford Challengers at 
Lions Park last Tuesday 
afternoon, coming out on 
the losing end of a 21-16 
decision. The loss drops 
the team into 13th place in 
the standings. The squad 
needs be in the top 12 to 
compete in the season-
ending tournament that 
is used to determine the 
league champions.

“We did have a rough 
start to the season and we 
were better than most of 
the teams we played we just 
didn’t have the pitching we 
needed,” said Shantz.

The team is mostly new 
players who are playing 
for the first time together. 
Most of the players from 
last year graduated, forcing 
the coach into rebuilding 
mode.

“The guys are a great 
bunch and most of them do 
play in their own leagues. 
We just have had a hard 
time with a few key areas, 
but we are working on 
them and hope to compete 
in the final tournament,” 
said Shantz.

The team needs to win at 
least one more game to be 
eligible to compete in the 

Babcock usually plays as her 
team’s right side hitter but is 
willing to play any position 
to help out her team. 

“I can do it all, except for 
middle blocker because I am 
not tall enough for that,” she 
laughed.

Standing at 5’2” Babcock 
is definitely not your aver-
age volleyball player but she 
doesn’t let her smaller stat-
ure keep her from playing 
the game she loves.

“When you see shorter 
volleyball players they can 
sometimes jump higher, per-
form better and are usually 
a lot more aggressive than 
taller players. It seems that 
the shorter ones just have 
something to prove because 
they have got a slight disad-
vantage and she really does 
work when she is on that 
court,” said Natalie Brown, 
Babcock’s mother.

The tournament is a 
three-day event starting Sat-
urday (today) and depend-
ing on how well the team 
does they could play in the 
finals on Monday.

“It is exciting to play in the 
tournament but I think it is 
really neat to be staying in 
the dorms at the Penn State. 
I’ll be getting a real univer-
sity feel.”

As for the team’s chances 
at the tournament, Babcock 
admits they may not be the 
best team but the squad 
works hard on the court and 
plays to the best of their 
abilities.

“We play really well 
together. The first time I 
joined the team I didn’t 
know who anyone was but 
within a week or two of play-
ing everyone was getting 
along perfectly, no one ar-
gues and there are no divas 
on the team.”

Babcock said she doesn’t 
feel any pressure or feel 
nervous when her team en-
ters tournaments. However 
when it comes to game time 
she focuses on the task at 
hand making sure she gives 
her team 110 per cent.

“Tournaments are excit-
ing and I love to play the 
game, but win or lose it is 
just great to play and getting 

a chance to play at a univer-
sity with the reputation that 
Penn State has is unbeliev-
able.”

She is looking forward 
to playing all the differ-
ent teams from the United 
States at the tournament 
and the team has been work-
ing hard at practices so they 
can represent Canada well at 
the event.

Keeping a healthy bal-
ance between her school life, 
sport life and social life can 
be tricky but as long as she 
stays firm to her commit-
ments Babcock says it usu-

ally all pays off.
“I enjoy being active, I 

would rather have a tight 
schedule than not have any-
thing to do but it can get a 
little crazy at times.”

Babcock is very active in 
school as well volunteering 
to help the boys’ volleyball 
team as a scorekeeper and 
line judge. She will also be 
taking part in the Tinman 
Triathlon next week which 
will see her swimming, 
running and biking around 
Elmira.

“Being active keeps me 
from being bored and I hate 

being bored. Volleyball is 
just another way to stay ac-
tive and I love playing the 
sport.”

“This is an unbelievable 
experience for her. A lot 
of kids her age don’t get to 
have this kind of opportu-
nity. I think this just shows 
you if you work hard, be it 
at school or in a sport, you 
never know where you can 
end up in the big picture,” 
said Brown. “I am hoping 
this experience gives her a 
push in the right direction in 
both her academics and her 
sports.” 

Jenessa Babcock of Elmira will be competing in the Happy Volley Tournament at Penn State University with her team the Waterloo Tigers 
U17 this weekend. [COLIN DEWAR / THE OBSERVER]
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NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN / STEVE GALEA

OPEN
COUNTRY

You know what happens to the best laid plans ...

The person who said 
the best laid plans of mice 
and men oft go astray 
must have been an out-
doorsman. At least, that’s 
what I’m thinking this 
morning while wonder-
ing why I’m sitting here at 
my desk instead of turkey 
hunting or fly fishing for 
pike.

I was supposed to be do-
ing one or the other – until 
this thing called life got in 
the way.

You see my buddy, who 

is coming up from the U.S., 
never called to coordinate 
where we’d meet for the 
pike fishing we were sup-
posed to do today. We talk-
ed about it and planned 
in detail – but actually 
coordinating where and 
when we’d meet was the 
lynchpin to all this and it 
was supposed to happen 
last night.

Otherwise, it was a 
simple plan. He was com-
ing up to spend a few days 
at the cottage. We would 
go pike fishing today. I 
cancelled a turkey hunt for 
this, by the way.

The plan was bereft of 
GPS coordinates, guys 
at the bait shop named 

Chuck or instructions 
based solely on a lack of 
signage and the old shack 
that you just can’t miss. 
I had been there before 
too. There was not much 
that could go wrong – in 
theory.

Once he got up to his 
cottage, which is 40 min-
utes from here but water-
accessible only, he would 
call from the marina and 
then we would giggle 
like school kids while 
badmouthing each other 
about our pike fishing 
abilities. Then, we’d set a 
time and he would pick me 
up at the dock this morn-
ing.

This done, I’d pack my 

gear, set the alarm and 
dream of aggressive pike 
hitting a rabbit strip fly.

Sadly, I never got the 
call. And since he has no 
cell coverage in the area, I 
can’t call him.

As an outdoorsman, I 
am actually not surprised. 
You see every longtime 
angler and hunter knows 
that life conspires against 
us when it comes to hunt-
ing and fishing. That’s why 
the times we do manage to 
get out are so cherished.

All I can do now is 
look forward to the host 
of good excuses that he 
should come up with. If all 
goes well, he’ll phone in 
a couple of days relating 

a hilarious story involv-
ing rubber gloves and 
a very thorough search 
that he experienced while 
crossing the border. Or he 
might go on about how, 
when he got to the dock, 
his boat was either gone, 
swamped, non-functional 
or launched without the 
plug in it. There might be 
a story about a bear in the 
cottage or a night spent 
alone in upstate New York 
after a car breakdown. 

All I know is that he’s 
getting better at this. 
And, at least, I am disap-
pointed from the comfort 
of home today. In previous 
attempts to do this, I’ve 
waited for an hour at the 

dock for him to wake up or 
find his way through thick 
fog.

This way, at least, I can 
sit here, have a coffee and 
lament.

But how do you explain 
this sort of thing to the ea-
ger 9-weight fly rod beside 
you? How do you tell it 
that other anglers are not 
as reliable as they should 
be without destroying 
faith in humanity? Better 
yet, how do you explain to 
your partner that you are 
talking to a fly rod? These 
are the things you don’t 
plan for.

Yes, I hope it’s the ex-
cuse involving rubber 
gloves …

Once-per-week lawn watering is 
in effect May 31- September 30

every other day watering for
shrubs, trees and gardens.

Remember that lawn watering days are based on
the last digit in your house number.
If your address ends in:
0 or 1 your watering day is: Monday
2 or 3 Tuesday
4 or 5 Wednesday
6 or 7 Thursday
8 or 9 Friday

AND

For more information: 519-575-4495  •  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. AND 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

(Odd dates for odd addresses, even dates for even addresses.)

In drought conditions,
we thank everyone for doing their part.

In drought conditions,
we thank everyone for doing their part.

Region of Waterloo’s

TRANSIT HUB
Help shape the future of walking and

cycling in your community
Drop in and provide your input on Walk Cycle Waterloo Region and the
Transit Hub Station Area Access Plan and stay for a presentation by
international cycling expert/advocate Hans Moor. Hans will speak about
his cycling experience in the Netherlands and cycling in Canada.

Location: UW School of Pharmacy
(corner of King and Victoria Streets in Kitchener)
GRT buses stop just outside the door and parking is
available across the street at the future site of the
Transit Hub.
Date: June 4, 2012
Time: Drop in from 4:30 to 8 p.m. Presentation 6 p.m. 
For more information and to provide your input online,
please visit WalkCycleWR.regionofwaterloo.ca and
regionofwaterloo.ca/TransitHub.

Follow us @WalkCycleWR and join the conversation #WalkCycleWR

Like us! Facebook.com/WalkCycleWR 

Email us WalkCycleWR@regionofwaterloo.ca

This study is being conducted in accordance with the requirements of Phases 1 and 2 of the
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment. Under the Municipal Act, personal information
such as name, address, telephone number and property location that may be included in a
submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this
information should be referred to Walk Cycle Waterloo Region.
These events are accessible for people with disabilities and are served by Grand River
Transit. For route information, visit grt.ca or call 519-585-7555.
Accessible parking is available. If you require assistance to
attend or participate in these meeting, or to access
information in alternate formats, please contact us at
least five days prior to the meeting.

You can also provide your input on these projects at:
WalkCycleWR.regionofwaterloo.ca

regionofwaterloo.ca/TransitHub

Sponsored by:
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After relationship pricing
*Rate subject to change

.49%* 35 Year Term

Residential Mortgage Special

Buying your  
�rst home?  
Got questions?
We’ll walk the journey with you!
Our Home of Your Own 
package includes $1,0001  
to cover legal fees and  
other things to help make  
your first steps easier.

Call your local Personal  
Lender today!
1 - Applies to 5 year fixed term residential mortgages

Lyndsie and Phil (future home owners)

www.mscu.com  |  1.888.672.6728

Which mortgage is  
best for me?

What can we afford to pay 
for a house?

What are all the 
costs involved?

www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529
A Mennonite financial cooperative serving 
communities of faith across Ontario

FROM | 11

SLO-PITCH: Looking to peak at the right time

U11: BOYS
May 10 vs Kitchener
Kitchener: 3 Woolwich: 1
Goals: Owen Harnock

17/18: BOYS L6
May 15 vs Mount Forest
Mount Forest: 3 Woolwich: 0
May 22 vs Stratford
Stratford: 2 Woolwich: 1
Goals: Drew Cowan

U10: GIRLS FIRST DIVISION
Mat 8 vs Puslinch
Woolwich: 5 Puslinch: 0
Goals: Marry Goss x3, Julia Code, Alexandra 
Harnock
Shutout: Maddy Cornies
May 15 vs Stratford
Stratford: 3 Woolwich: 0

Synchro team 
puts together 
strong showing in 
Etobicoke

May 17-20 marked the 2012 
Ontario Open Age Group Synchronized 
Swimming Championships held in 
Etobicoke. In an event which saw more 
than 550 athletes from 20 clubs across 
the province, Waterloo Synchro swim-
mers made nine trips to the podium 
over the course of the competition and 
once again laid claim to the title of 
strongest club in the Western Ontario 
region, a title the local club has held 
for more than a decade.

Podium finishes:
Jadyn Brooks – Silver in the 10U under 
figures category; Jadyn Brooks, Cassidi 
Clairmont, Emma Jewer, Shereen 
Knechtel, Kelsey Marrese and Grace 
Payne – Silver in the 10U team event
Hannah Atkins, Grace Adams, 
Brooklyn Kamphuis, Amy Knechtel, 
Claire Stubbe, Maelin Stubbe, and 
Kailey Veitch – Fourth in 13-15 team event
 Hannah Atkins, Grace Adams, Brook-
lyn Kamphuis, Amy Knechtel, Claire 
Stubbe, Maelin Stubbe, Kailey Veitch, 
Marina Triebe-Gravel and Hanna Smids 
– Fourth in 13-15 provincial combo; 
Anna Guenther, Isabelle Ly, Sydney 
Marrese, Avery Noll, Leeah Toner and 
Jessica Wormald – Fifth place in 12 
and under team event; Marina Triebe-
Gravel – 5th in 16-20 and 6th in 16-20 
figures; Grace Adams and Brooklyn 
Kamphuis – 5th in 16-20 duet; Jasmine 
Myers and Maggie Steinbach – 6th in 
12 and under duet

EDSS slo-pitch player Brent Eby hits a single 
against Waterloo-Oxford at Lions Park on 
May 22. The Lancers would drop a 21-16 
decision to the visitors dropping the team 
into 13th place in the standings. 
[COLIN DEWAR / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS girls’ slo-pitch player Emily O’Connor takes a swing at bat during a home game against the visiting St. Mary’s. EDSS would lose 13-0. Middle, Emily Schuurmans throws the ball to second base from the outfield. Right, O’Connor pitches during the third inning as short stop Jill 
Sebben keeps her eye on the play. [COLIN DEWAR / THE OBSERVER]

all-day tournament next 
month.

Shantz said he is confi-
dent that the team, playing 
in its third season, will be 
able to find their groove and 
finish it the top five.

“The pressure is on them 
but I am sure they will win 
at least one more game to 
make the tournament. We 
just have to work harder and 
not make any mistakes.”

Their final game is slated 
for Tuesday at Lions Park in 
Elmira.

Off to a better start this 
season is the EDSS girls’ 
slo-pitch team, which has a 
3-3-1 record, good for sixth 
place in the standings.

Coach Brian Carter and 
new assistant coach Adam 
Hiller have been working 
hard to keep the girls moti-
vated and on point during 
games.

“We have had a pretty 
good season so far, we really 
can’t complain,” said Carter. 
“We started off strong but 
halfway through the year we 
hit a bit of a rough patch but 
that is expected as we are 

a young team and are still 
finding our place.”

The majority of players 
on the girls’ squad are new 
to the sport and Carter said 
they have been playing very 
well for the most part.

Like the boys, the top 
12 teams will compete in a 
year-end tournament and 
the lady Lancers have al-
ready secured their spot at 
the event.

“If the girls stick it out for 
the next few years we are 
hoping to have a really good 
team. This is the type of 
team that will be better next 

year and the year after as 
long as they keep doing the 
right things,” said Carter.

The girls have only one 
regular season game left to 
be played on May 30 against 
Sir John A Macdonald Sec-
ondary School before the 
league champion tourna-
ment in June.

The 10U team of Jadyn Brooks, Cassidi Clairmont, Emma Jewer, Shereen Knechtel, Kelsey 
Marrese and Grace Payne took home silver. [SUBMITTED]

The 13-15 team of Hannah Atkins, Grace Adams, Brooklyn Kamphuis, Amy Knechtel, Claire 
Stubbe, Maelin Stubbe, and Kailey Veitch finished fourth. [SUBMITTED]

WOOLWICH WOLFPACK
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

MILESTONE / 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Growing on a steady diet of feed

Farmers everywhere 
are on the front lines of 
feeding the world, no ques-
tion, and their role will only 
grow. Although hungry peo-
ple as a percentage of the 
population are becoming 
fewer, still close to 1 billion 
people globally don’t have 
enough food. Farmers are 
key to helping address this 
chronic problem. 

So is the agribusiness sec-
tor. It comprises those who 
supply farmers with what’s 
called “inputs” – seed, fuel, 
animal feed and animal 
health products, fertilizer, 
crop protection products 
and the like. Not all farmers 
use the same inputs. Some 
small and niche farmers, for 
example, use very few, and 
appeal to consumers who 
are like minded. 

But if you’re one of the 
many commercial farmers 
in Canada whose operation 
is growing, you need inputs 
to manage your operation 
and produce the kinds of 
volumes that will help feed 
the hungry, growing world, 
at least until it figures out 
how to better feed itself. 

The hunger crisis can’t be 
sugar-coated by citing per-
centages. Let’s remember 
one billion people are still 
hungry. Organizations such 

Fifty years ago, Ward 
Schwindt and his wife Ruth 
purchased a small grain 
chopping mill in the ham-
let of Floradale owned and 
operated by Ismael Bow-
man. They renamed the 
business Floradale Feed 
Mill, and the rest, as they 
say, is history.

Half a century later and 
still going strong, Floradale 
Feed Mill Limited invites 
employees, suppliers, 
friends and all their fami-
lies to the facility located 
at 2131 Floradale Rd. for an 

open house and apprecia-
tion day.

“He would be proud,” 
said company president 
Craig Schwindt, who took 
over the business from 
his father in 1995 after he 
passed away suddenly.

“I think he’d be amazed 
not only how the company 
has changed, but how 
agriculture in general has 
changed.”

Schwindt said that his 
father was humbled by the 
growth of the mill in the 
decades that passed after 
he bought it. The original 
mill dates back to more 

than a century before 
Schwindt bought it.

The first mill was built in 
1860 by Thomas Quickfall 
and served the community 
as a flour mill. After chang-
ing hands several times 
over the decades, it was 
purchased by Bowman in 
1938 to operate as a custom 
grain chopping mill to sup-
ply local farmers with feed 
for their livestock.

Schwindt’s father was 
raised near Floradale, and 
around 1953 he got a job 
with Eli Martin at Martin 
Feed Mill, which sold prod-
uct to the grist mill in Flo-

radale. It was through that 
relationship that Schwindt 
got to know Bowman, and 
when Bowman decided 
to sell the mill a few years 
later, Schwindt was given 
the opportunity to run his 
own business.

In 1974, just 12 years lat-
er, the plant had outgrown 
its location in the village 
and moved from the origi-
nal wooden structure to 
its current location, away 
from the core of the village; 
it’s undergone several ex-
pansions since.

“We grew really quickly,” 
said Schwindt. “I know the 
decision was made that if 
we were going to stay in 
the business and continue 
to grow, we needed a new 
modern facility and we had 
to have land to expand.”

The company continued 
to grow in the years that 
followed. In 1998 they built 
an additional 240 tons 
of storage, and two years 
later a 10,000-square-foot 
warehouse and 2,000sq.-ft. 
office was added. In 2011 a 
new corn storage silo was 
built with the capacity to 
hold 210,000 bushels of 
corn – the equivalent of 
nearly 27 million apples.

Employing only about 
six or seven staff in 1962, 
the company has since 
grown to about 95 full-
time employees, process-
ing some 180,000 metric 
tonnes of grain per year 
while making feed from 
scratch for farmers across 
southwestern Ontario.

Using computers and 
following strict industry 
standards, they combine 
ingredients such as corn, 
soybean meal, and various 
vitamins and minerals to 
not only formulate stan-
dard feed blends for dairy 
cattle, pigs, and poultry, 
but they also take pride 
in their ability to manu-
facture a range of custom 
blends based on the spe-
cific requirements of each 
customer.

When Schwindt’s father 
first bought the property in 

Reducing 
hunger 
must be 
a united 
priority

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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Industry has seen a huge array of changes since Floradale Feed Mill got its start 50 year ago

FLORDALE | 15

VENTURE
PROFILE

BUSINESS: Floradale Feed Mill

LOCATION: 2131 Floradale Rd.

PHONE: 519-669-5478

OWNER: Craig schwindt

10 WATER ST., ST. JACOBS, ONT. 
Tel: 519-664-6637 www.stjacobsplace.ca

“A Unique Opportunity”
Select suites are being reno-
vated, and are now available for 
viewing and occupancy in the 
near future.  Call now to book a 
personal tour at this destination of 
choice for a growing number of 
seniors who wish to enjoy living in 
a beautiful residence and receive 
special, individual attention.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited invite their suppliers, friends and family to their 50th anniversary celebration at their mill located on Floradale Road on June 2. [SUBMITTED]

The mill is a state-of-the-art facility capable of handling 180,000 tonnes of grain per year. [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

JAMES JACKSON
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1962 there was no delivery 
service available, but by 
1968 the fleet of delivery 
vehicles had grown to five 
single-axle trucks, and in 
2012 the fleet now sits at 
96, delivering grain as far 
south as Windsor and Sar-
nia, and forming the back-
bone of the company.

Schwindt said that one 
of the biggest changes the 
company has seen over the 
decades is the technologi-
cal advancements made in 
agriculture. The first com-
puter in their office was 
installed in 1978, but that’s 

just the tip of the iceberg, 
said Schwindt, adding his 
father would be astounded 
by the use of technology in 
the industry.

“The computerization of 
everything from the office, 
to production, to Black-
berrys – the world has 
changed.”

With new technology 
comes new industry stan-
dards, and Floradale Feed 
Mill Ltd. prides itself in 
being an industry leader 
in that regard. Since 2001 
they have been Hazard 
Analysis and Critical Con-
trol Point (HACCP) certi-
fied, meaning they have 

taken the steps to ensure 
that wherever problems 
such as feed contamina-
tion can arise, they have 
mitigated those risk fac-
tors.

“We view it as a ticket to 
play in this league, if you 
want to call it that,” said 
Schwindt.

While change has oc-
curred in almost every fac-
et of their business, from 
processing and trucking 
to their widespread use of 
technology, the company 
still strives to keep moving 
forward and ensure that 
their products are of the 
highest quality, the same 

as when they first opened 
their doors 50 years ago.

The 50th anniversary 
of Floradale Feed Mill is 
on June 2 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. at their plant just 
south of Floradale, 2131 
Floradale Rd. Visitors can 
enjoy family activities, his-
torical displays, door prizes 
and a barbecue lunch that 
starts at 11 a.m.

For more information 
visit www.ffmltd.com.

as Ending Hunger, CARE 
and USAID are bent on put-
ting decision-makers’ feet 
to the fire, keeping the one-
billion figure in the public 
eye. Initiatives such as the 
University of Guelph’s Bet-
ter Planet Project likewise 
aim to address the problem 
through research and devel-
opment.

Absolutely every step 
forward must be accompa-
nied by a key question:  how 
we make progress on reduc-
ing hunger in the face of a 
growing population?

Indeed, it seems that just 
as we celebrate a gain such 
as lowering the percentage 
of hungry people, we’re 
reminded that we’re march-
ing towards a global popula-
tion of nine billion people. 
Credible sources such as the 
United Nations say we must 
increase agricultural pro-
duction by 50-70 per cent 
by 2050. Simply put, farm-
ers need to produce more, 
and they need inputs and 
technology to do it.

If we don’t support farm-
ers, this ship may fail to 
sail. USAID says growth in 

agriculture is twice as ef-
fective at reducing poverty 
than growth in any other 
sector. Yet in an online poll 
of Canadians earlier this 
week, economic recovery 
was cited as the biggest 
concern, followed by reduc-
ing lawlessness. Chronic 
hunger was nowhere to be 
found. 

But addressing hunger 
goes hand in hand with bet-
ter food production. People 
(including farmers) who are 
hungry or malnourished 
are less able to fight disease 
and infection. Farmers in 

underdeveloped countries 
need their health to work 
with their crops and live-
stock to feed those who 
depend on them.

We need a culture of 
trust. Suspicion surrounds 
the anti-poverty intentions 
of agri-business, making 
programs that should be 
lauded for their efforts al-
most apologetic for trying 
to help poor people. Some 
of the biggest agribusi-
nesses have established 
foundations that are pour-
ing millions into hunger 
relief. These companies are 

making money elsewhere, 
not on these initiatives. 

But the fact is, if business 
isn’t profitable and farm-
ers aren’t making money, 
neither have much to give 
any cause, poverty related 
or not.

Aidan Connolly, vice-
president of the global 
animal nutrition company 
Alltech, says when it comes 
to feeding the world, trust 
and openness go hand in 
hand. He very publicly stat-
ed his company’s position 
clearly at its 28th annual 
international symposium in 

Lexington, Kentucky on the 
weekend, in front of more 
than 100 media – a record 
for the symposium – and 
3,000 delegates (another 
record) from 72 countries. 

“Modern agriculture 
needs to continue to em-
brace technology, innova-
tion and place an emphasis 
on education,” he said. “We 
must recognize that we are 
going to face critical issues 
... and focus on the need for 
transparency.” 

Feeding the world is 
critical. It’s time to pull to-
gether.

ROBERTS: While the percentages have fallen, population growth means a billion still go hungry

FLORADALE: A business that keeps changing with the times, like the agricultural field itself

FROM | 14

FROM | 14

519-669-5403
315 Arthur St. S., Elmira

$999

SELECTED 10”
HANGING 
BASKETS

BEDDING 
PLANTS

Flat of 48 for $12.99

$199

4”
ANNUALS or
PERENNIALS

$699

1 GALLON

PERENNIALS
VEGETABLE 

PLANTS

/4 Pack

Doug & Mary Lou Pagett
Proud Owners & Operators

$119

Flat of 48 for $12.99
/4 Pack

$119
$999

9”
GERBERA
PLANTERS

$1499
+ up

12” HANGERS

Custom Planters
Available 

On Request. QUICKLUBE
T H O M P S O N ’ S  A U T O  T E C H

Open 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday - Friday

30 Oriole Parkway, Elmira  |  519.669.4400

No Appointment Necessary
Licensed Mechanics
All Makes And Models

Ward Schwindt purchased the original 
wooden mill, located within the hamlet 
of Floradale, back in 1962 from Ismael 
Bowman. [SUBMITTED]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / CLASSIC COUNTRY 

On the road to Maryhill
Showing no signs of stopping, long-time country music ambassador George Hamilton IV plays the Commercial Tavern

Drifter. Hamilton’s latest 
creation was recorded in 
Williams’ hometown of 
Georgiana, Alabama, in 
the little theatre where he 
took to the stage as a teen 
back in the 1940s.

“A lot of people didn’t 
know that other side of 
Hank Williams,” said 
Hamilton by phone 
Wednesday while wait-
ing to fly out of Atlanta 
to Manchester, England. 
“There was the gospel and 
spiritual stuff.”

Given his scheduled 
Sunday appearance in 
Maryhill, some gospel 
music will be perfectly ap-
propriate. Of course, there 
will be some long-time 
crowd favourites such 
‘Canadian Pacific,’ ‘Early 
Morning Rain,’ ‘Abilene’ 
and ‘Break My Mind.’

You can expect to see 
the Commercial Tavern’s 
own Paul Weber up on 
stage, too, rekindling 
some of the musical magic 
they made playing togeth-
er on Hamilton’s former 
CHCH-TV show, which 
ran for seven years in the 
1970s.

He credits that show, 

Come & Enjoy a Relaxed Shopping Experience at

Also an assortment of Roses, Grasses, Perennials, Planters,
Hanging Baskets & Shrubs Available!

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm | Sat. 9am to 6pm | Closed Sundays

Come & See Our 
Selection of Annuals, 

Perennials, Basket 
Stuffers, Soils, Sheep 

Manure, Bagged  
Mulches & More!

Hand Crafted
WIND CHIMES

CEDAR MULCH

$4.50
3cu.ft. Bag | Natural Brown

Also available in Black or Red

9 or
More /bag

ANNUALS

$1.15

Petunias, Marigolds, 
Impatiens & More!

$13

Boston
FERNS

$15each
OR $252 for 

Potted
ROSES

$12each
OR $303 for 

$68 & UP

Lorne & Wilma Bauman 
RR#1 West Montrose, 6158 Weisenberg Rd., N0B 2V0

519.846.2972

Mandevilla Tri PotBuy 2 Get 1 Free! Offer ends May 31, 2012

Mandevilla Tri PotBuy 2 Get 1 Free! Offer ends May 31, 2012
/4 pack /flat

OR

S I G N S  &  
P R I N T S
S I G N S  &  
P R I N T S

Elmira, Ontario

Creative Design | Canvas Prints | Signage
Decals | Business Cards | More...

(519) 504-7909 |  www.smartinksigns.com

ASPHALT PAVING
Ask about Street Print Pavement Texturing

“Asphalt that looks like brick”

Since 
1926

P.O. BOX 40, MOOREFIELD, ON  NOG 2K0

DRIVEWAYS | PARKING LOTS | FARM LANEWAYS | SAND & GRAVEL

1-800-265-8764FREE
ESTIMATES

The man known as the 
International Ambas-
sador of Country Music 
is ever eager to live up to 
his name, which is why  
George Hamilton IV could 
be found in England last 
weekend and in Maryhill 
tomorrow.

At 74, he’s shown no in-
terest in slowing down.

A star of the Grand Ole 
Opry, the native of North 
Carolina who now calls 
Nashville home has been 
recording and touring 
regularly since his 1957 
debut as teen idol – his 
first album was  George 
Hamilton IV On Campus. 
There’s been a steady 
output since then, and his 
show May 27 at the Com-
mercial Tavern will fea-
ture songs from his new 
CD, A Tribute to Luke the 
Drifter.

The album and the 
tracks thereon highlight 
the little-known aspects 
of country music legend 
Hank Williams, who  
wrote gospel songs and 
spiritual poems under 
the pen name Luke the 

which was syndicated 
across Canada and then to 
the U.K., Ireland, Austra-
lia and New Zealand, for 
exposing his music to a 
wider audience. 

He’s got a strong con-
nection to this country, 
having recorded five al-
bums of Canadian music. 
In particular, he’s a huge 
fan of Gordon Lightfoot’s 
writing, and has recorded 
some 20 of Lightfoot’s 
songs, more than any 
other artist. His work here 
left him with an enduring 
fan base.

A similar TV show ex-
perience in England did 
much the same there, and 
he’s played there once or 
twice a year ever since 
his first visit in 1967. He’s 
made his way to almost 
every one of the Whitby 
Gospel Music Conven-
tions, an event now in its 
thirteenth year. This time 
around he’ll be the emcee 
along with picking up his 
guitar and singing as a 
headliner.

More than 50 years into 
his career, he’s still work-
ing steadily.

“I’m not complaining. 

I’m glad to be busy,” he 
laughs.

His touring schedule is 
what earned him the title 
of ‘International Ambas-
sador Of Country Music’ 
when he became the 
first American country 
singer to perform in the 
Soviet Union in 1974, later 
recording an album in 
Prague in 1982.

His jaunt up to Wool-
wich Town-
ship won’t 
involve any 

jet lag, but 
it’s a trip he’s 

looking forward to, 
marking his second per-
formance at the Commer-
cial Tavern.

“Paul Weber is a good 
friend of mine, and he’s a 
wonderful musician. He’s 
doing a great thing with 
the music there.”

Hamilton brings his 
show A Tribute to Luke 
the Drifter: the other side 
of Hank Williams to the 
stage at the Commercial 
Tavern May 27 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $20, available 
at the venue, 1303 Mary-
hill Rd., or by calling 519-
648-3644.Expect some classic George Hamilton IV at the Commercial Tavern Sunday afternoon. 

[SUBMITTED]

STEVE KANNON
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AUCTIONS

SAT. JUNE 9 at 2:00 PM-
Property auction of 5 
cottage lots all serviced and 
ready to build to be held in 
the heart of grand bend in 
a highly sought after and 
desirable area for Brian 
and Debbie Kroetsch. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

HAY EQUIPMENT - New 7’ 
Haymaster Crimper w.2 
steel ribbed rolls, Trail on 
16” tires with hydraulic lift. 
$4000.00. Super-Ted High 
Speed Swath conditioner, 
semi mount, heavy duty 
tines for big capacity and 
swath boards for row width 
adjustment $5900.00. Disc 
Mower Conditioner. 10’ 
wide, built by JF, new unit 
includes warranty, hydraulic 
swing tongue. Double gear 
box for sharp corner turns. 
Special springs and linkage 
for up & over lift when 
hitting a stone. $15,000.00. 
Call 519-575-6314.

KUBOTA B7300, HYDRO-
STATIC drive, 4wd, ROPS, 
with newer 60” mower 
deck, 3 point hitch, 700 
hours, adjustable rear axle. 
$6950. Also 42” Agric tiller, 
60” grader blade, and 54” 
Agrotrend snow blower. 
Milestone Equipment, 
Wellesley. 519-569-9722.

VALMETAL 542 FEED cart, 
newer 5.5 hp Honda, 
hydrostatic drive, two side 
unload $1995. Milestone 
Equipment, Wellesley 519-
569-9722.

WANTED

SMALL COOKSTOVE WITH 
warming oven in good 
working order. Call Stephen 
519-846-5325.

RENTALS

APARTMENT FOR RENT. 
Modern, up to date apart-
ment close to downtown. 
All appliances & laundry, 
gas fireplace, secure 
entrance. Call Hugh after 6 
p.m. 519-669-5533.

ELMIRA - 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Ideal for seniors with 
no pets and non smokers. 
Available August 1, only 
$825 + utilities. Please call 
519-744-3711.

HELP WANTED

HAIRSTYLIST/APPREN-
TICE REQUIRED FOR busy 
salon in Elmira. Please 
call 519-669-2786, or 
email carouselsalonand-
spa@gmail.com

HELP WANTED - Menno-
nite preferred. Hillcrest 
Home Baking. 519-669-
1381, call for inquiries.

HEALTH CARE

GRANT’S HANDS ON Therapy 
for all suffering with head-
aches, chest and neck pains, 
tight shoulders, back aches, 
sore hips, legs, knees, 
anxiety, fatigue, insomnia. 
Call 519-577-3251.

FOR SALE

BEDROOM SET - Double, 5 
pieces. Mahogany, Krohler 
made. Phone 519-669-5956.

FOR SALE

BOAT- 1985 23’ Sea Ray - 260 
Merc. inboard motor. Good 
condition. Lots of extras 
for fishing. For fun or for 
fishing. Call 519-669-1490.

FOR SALE

TATRY 14” RADIAL arm 
saw. 5 HP (3 phase, 575 
volt). Good condition. 
$650.00. Call 519-669-
8339. 

FOR SALE

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 
Ice Cream Sale! May 24 June 
16. Chapman’s Premium 2L 
$3.99; Chapman’s Original 
2 L $2.99; Tide 6.29kg reg. 
$25.99; sale $22.99; Palmo-
live dish detergent 591 ml 
reg. $3.19 sale $2.69; Nescaf 
Rich Coffee 200gr reg. $7.75; 
sale $6.99. Maxwell House 
Coffee 200gr reg. $8.10, sale 
$6.99. White sugar 20kg 
reg. $29.99 sale $25.99. 
Brown sugar 20kg reg. 
$32.59 sale $28.99. Icing 
Sugar 20kg reg. $36.39 sale 
$28.99; Our Compliments 
Vinegar 4L reg. $2.45 sale 
$2.15. Floradale 519-669-
1381.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Tem-
perpedic Memory Foam 
Mattress, new, never used, 
in sealed bag. Like sleep-
ing on a cloud. No pres-
sure points. Bankruptcy 
sale $595, box spring $200 
extra. Delivery available. 
519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

SAT. MAY 26 at 8:30 AM - 
Quilt auction of approx 250 
quilts and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the New 
Hamburg fair ground in 
New Hamburg for the Men-
nonite Relief Sale. Janzti 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. JUNE 2ND at 8:30 AM 
- Annual community con-
signment auction of farm 
machinery; woodwork-
ing equipment; lumber; 
shop tools; new furniture; 
household and miscel-
laneous items to be held 
at the Bauman Log yard 
6408B Yatton Sideroad, 
Wallenstein. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
 www.jantziauctions.com

WED. JUNE 6 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; tools and 
miscellaneous items to be 
held at the St. Jacob’s Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for a Waterloo resident 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
 www.jantziauctions.com 
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RENTALS

LARGE 2 BEDROOM apart-
ment in Floradale. $900 + 
utilities. No smoking, no 
pets. Available August 1. 
Call 519-669-1967.

LINWOOD - 1 Bedroom 
apartment, nice. Fridge, 
stove, washer and dryer, 
A/C, fireplace, deck, back 
yard storage shed, parking. 
No smoking, no pets. $630/
mth + utilities. References. 
519-698-2600.

SPACIOUS ROOM FOR rent in 
Elmira. Shared bathroom/
kitchen. Non smoker/
drinker, no pets. Christian 
female only. $400/mth. 
519-807-1099.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

FOR RENT - For Not For 
Profit Woolwich Township 
organization or charity. 
Older 3 bedroom house 
about 1300 sq. ft. known 
as Kiwanis house. Plenty 
of parking, has central air. 
Rent will include all utilities 
and maintenance. Monthly 
rent negotiable. Located 
near Elmira Memorial Centre 
(arena & pool) KIWANIS 
HOUSE could share with 
other “not for profit” group 
or charity. Email allanpof-
fenroth@gmail.com

GARAGE 
SALES

FUNDRAISER GARAGE SALE 
- Sat. May 26, 76 First St. 
W, Elmira. 7-1. Books, CDs, 
bookcases, stuffed animals, 
baked goods and more!

GARAGE SALE - 11 Village 
Rd. Wellesley. Fri- May 25, 
10 - 8:00; Sat. May 26 8 - ??? 
Household items, books, 
puzzles and misc.

GARAGE SALE - Fri. May 
25, 3-7 p.m, Sat. May 26, 
8a.m. - 1 p.m. 3 Raising Mill 
Gate, Elmira. Miscellaneous 
household items and more!

GARAGE SALE - Sat. May, 26, 
21 Nightingale Crs. Elmira, 7 
a.m. HUGE selection of kids 
stuff toys, clothes and more.

MOVING SALE! SAT. June 
2, 40 Cedar Waxwing Dr., 
Elmira. 8 a.m. Furniture, 
games, dishes and more!

#1 IN
THE REGION

THE MOST
NEWSPAPERS,
IN MAILBOXES
THAN ANYONE.

PERIOD.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Fitter Welder  
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)
 

Mig Welder 
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC 

  

FOR CUSTOM METAL FAB. SHOP 

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 

QUALIFICATIONS
• Have above average mechanical skills
• Perform repairs & preventative maintenance
   on all shop equipment
• Trouble shoot & diagnose electrical &
   mechanical problems for welders, plasmas
   & all metal fab equipment
• Good knowledge of Electricity
• Set-up mig & stick welders and operate 
• Set-up Torches, Plasma & Tig Welder and
   operate 
• Have own hand goods
• Keep records of equipment repairs &
   inspections 
• Able to read blueprints
• Have Fitter Welder qualifications
• Be trained to be back up operator for
   Burntable

• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com

Machine Shop, Fab, Office & Warehouse Equipment

Sat   June   2nd   10am

M.R. Jutzi Auctions
www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

53 Northumberland St., Ayr

VIEWING: Fri June 1st 2012, 1 pm to 3 pm
TERMS: $500.00 Cash Deposit on Each Major Item  

Balance by Monday June 4th, by Cash, Interac or Bank Draft or as announced

To be held ONSITE at

Check WEBSITE for pictures - www.mrjutzi.ca

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium!! 

AUCTION

Machine Shop 
3 - Tos Kurim & Racer Tech Milling Machines * Scotsman Cold Cut Saw 

Band Cutoff Saws * 4 - Abr Cutoff Saws * DeVilbiss Air Compressor 
Sand Blast Cabinet * 5 + Machine Vices * 4 - Miller Mig Welders 

4 - Arc Welders * Torch * 4’ Hand Brake * Interior Port. Shop Office 
6” Bench Vises * 10 + Work Carts * Buffalo 18/15 Drill Presses 

Hyd Arbour Press * Pallet Cart * Mag Base Drill 
15 + Work/Welding Benches * Metal Dust Collector   

2 - GRAY Tool Boxes * Large Assort of Tooling * Panel Saw * Grinders 
Die Cart * Starrett Granite Plate & Inspection * etc

Office 
30 Meridan/Bell Phone Sets * Reception Desk  

Executive Office Suites * 20 + Exec S/A & Side Chairs * Copier 
File Cabinets * Large Quantity of Office Partition Sets * etc

LANDLORD’S LIQUIDATION

We have been instructed by the Owner/Landlord to liquidate 
the equipment found on premises, as the building is sold.

Licensed
Automotive Technician
We are looking for a Full Time Licensed 

Automotive Technician. Must have Chrysler 
experience and must  be fluent in electrical 

diagnostic and repair. 

Please send resume to Colin Kropf via email
colin@voisinchrysler.com

Or call 519-669-2831

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
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519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

BICYCLE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
(519)669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

Quality Collision Service

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements 
Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FOR THE 
MUSIC-LOVER IN 

YOUR LIFE
 We’ll transfer music 

from LPs, 45s, 78s and 
cassettes to CDs.

More Info & pricing 
vinylp2cd@gmail.com
519-669-0541 

ELMIRA, ON

We’ll take your 
favourite albums, 
clean up clicks, 
pops and surface 
noise and enhance 
the overall sound 
of the recording.

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location
     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off and Pick up Service
     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair
     • Janitorial  • Grout Cleaning
     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation
     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607

Call for Details

LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

Have You Paid Enough
Taxes? Call Us For Our

PAY NO
TAXES
SPRING CLEAN UP!

www.completecarpetcare.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

D&H CONCRETE

D&H

Specializing in Concrete Driveway,
Walkways, Pads, Stairs & More!

519.954.8242 Doug | 226.748.0032
Heather | 519.277.2424FREE ESTIMATES

BOWEN THERAPY

Call Now!

      Kevin Bartley, B.A. Hons.,
Professional  Bowenwork Practitioner

60 Memorial Avenue, Elmira (519) 669-0112

Every Body is Better with Bowen!

       ...is the solution for your PAIN! Benefits 
may be evident as early as the first session. 
Treatments are safe for everyone from infants to 
the elderly.

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
BOOK NOW FOR SPRING INSTALLATION.

519.501.2405
In Business since 1971 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW 
and surrounding area for over 35 years.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

 Napoleon Prestige
 Vermont Castings
 Big Green Egg &
      Saffire Charcoal Grills

1871 Sawmill Rd., Conestogo | 519-664-3800 or 877-664-3802

www.fergusfireplace.com

180 St. Andrew St. W., Fergus 
519-843-4845 or 888-871-4592

Celebrating Our 
17th Year At

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Murray & Daniel Shantz

PHONE: 519.846.5427 FAX: 519.846.5134
ALMA, ONTARIO

OVER
10 YEARS

> Excavating             > Trenching
> Backfilling              > Fine Grading
> Overseeding          > Lawn Seeding
& Top Dressing

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

OUTDOOR SERVICES

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, 
today 519.669.9081 mobile: 519.505.0985
fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- Trail Maintenance and Development 
- Wooded Lot Thinning  
- Pasture Reclaimation 
- Orchard Maintenance
- Industrial Lots 
- Real Estate Lots

OFFERING A QUICK AND 
EASY WAY TO RECLAIM 

UNUSED LAND
Brush Mowing/Long Grass | Capable of 

mowing up to 3 inch diameter brush Tracked 
Skid Steer equipped with Brush Mower

All other 
tracked skid 

steer services 
are available

• Lawn Mowing Packages 
• Lawn Maintenance & 

Landscaping
• Top Dressing/Overseeding  

• Mulch Delivery & Installation
• Commercial & Residential Full 

Flower Bed Maintenance

•Tree Trimming & Removal
• Aerial Bucket Trucks
• Stump Grinding
• Arborist Evaluations
• Fully Insured & Certified
• Certified to Work
   Near Power Lines

FREE
ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Laneways, Yards and More...Laneways, Yards and More...

Lester Martin

Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z2
T: 519-669-4108

Custom GradingCustom Grading

FARMING SERVICES

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Complete Home Renovations
Kitchen · Bathroom · Basements

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 20% OFF

Call for a FREE Quote

Tony Webers

cell 519.820.3967 | home 519.846.5261

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

$175.00/pump
OUT

(1800 Gallon Residential)

WE’RE AT 
YOUR
SERVICE.
We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise your 
business services 
here. Get weekly 
exposure with fan-
tastic results. Call 
us at 519.669.5790.

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

C
R

O
S

S
W

O
R

D
 P

U
Z

Z
L
E

R

T
H

E
 C

H
A

L
L
E

N
G

E

VICTORIA DAY CELEBRATIONS

Billy Sauer, 4, plays with a sparkler at the Victoria Day festivities in Conestogo on May 19. [COLIN DEWAR / THE OBSERVER]

Zack Hunter, 9, prepares to knock down an opponent during the 
wrecking ball game. [COLIN DEWAR  / THE OBSERVER]

Ethan Bickerton, 7, tries to make his way to the end of an inflatable 
bungee run game.  [COLIN DEWAR / THE OBSERVER]
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

$500.00 donation will be 
made to WCS Family Violence 
Prevention Program with every 
home bought or sold by Paul in 

Woolwich.

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

A donation of 
$300.00 will be made 

with any home bought or 
sold through Alli or Bill.

LOOKING TO BUILD?
WE HAVE THE LOT. DO YOU HAVE THE PLANS?
Bring them to us and we will price them for you. 
Will build to suit your needs and wants. MLS Call 
Paul direct.

Elmira -  This fixer upper is in need of your TLC Extremely 
affordable single detached quaint home on sizable lot. 
Complete with 3 bedrooms, office and airy kitchen there are 
many possibilities. MLS Call Paul direct.

$179,000$179,000
HANDYMAN DREAM

COME TRUE!

Waterloo - 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo features fabulous 
sunroom, 2 fireplaces, ensuite, and large walk-in closet in master. 
The big living room/dining room is equipped with a lovely built in 
sidebar. Bright dinette surrounded by windows. Convenient 
underground parking. Automatic membership to Willowells 
Club.  MLS Call Paul Direct

$299,000$299,000
SPACIOUS !

Kitchener -  Whether you are starting out or ready to retire, 
this cheerful bungalow has everything you desire. The fresh 
decor will have you feeling right at home the moment you 
walk-in the front door.  Just steps from Breithaupt Park & trails, 
schools, public transportation and all amenities.  Updates 
include carpeting in basement (May 2012), Furnace (2004), 
Roof (2007), all windows replaced, updated electrical - 125 
Amp, freshly painted.  MLS Call Bill or Alli direct.

$279,900$279,900
LOOK NO FURTHER!

Drayton - Luxurious, custom built home loc’d in quiet area. 3100sqft + huge fin’d bsmnt. Spacious kit designed 
w/cooking & entertaining in mind! Unique & exceptional home, spacious but still makes you feel right at home. 
Beautiful sun rm w/hot tub overlooking fabulous private yrd w/gazebo, pond & waterfall, beautifully gardens. 
Stamped concrete drive & lg patio w/retractable awning. MLS Call Alli or Paul direct. 

LUXURIOUS
$539,000$539,000

FEATURE PROPERTYFEATURE PROPERTY

St. Clements- Situated on a large, mature lot, this 
quality built all-brick bungalow is perfect for growing 
families and grandparents alike.  Just minutes from the 
city and steps from all amenities, everything you want 
can be found in St. Clements. MLS Call Bill or Alli direct.

SMALL TOWN APPEAL 
WITH A COUNTRY FEEL!  

$327,000$327,000

OPEN HOUSE Sun.  May 27, 2-4 P.M. 
952 Union St., Kitchener

OUTSTANDING AGENTS. OUTSTANDING RESULTS.

SOLD!

Elmira - Outstanding value for this 1800sqft custom built 1 
owner raised bungalow. Fin’d basement incl: Rec rm w/wd 
burning fp, 3pc bath, bdrm, den/office or 5th bdrm possibility & 
lr workshop. Open living rm w/hardwd flr. Convenient main flr 
laundry. Separate dining rm w/walk out to yard. Fabulous big 
backyard complete w/interlock patio, hot tub & cute shed great 
for your family or entertaining! MLS Call Paul direct.

3 BEDROOMS++
$359,000$359,000

Elmira - Perfect for empty nesters! Don’t miss out on this semi 
detached raised bungalow. Complete with main floor laundry, 4 
piece ensuite and open concept eat-in kitchen and living room. All 
the conveniences on one floor. The small yard will be easy to care for!  
The large garage is 17.5ft x 20ft, perfect for storage and still have 
room for a vehicle.  Located close to downtown, walking distance to 
library, restaurants and banks. MLS Call Paul direct.

BRAND NEW
$299,900$299,900

Elmira - Quiet crt. All new windows, new roof May 
'12, mostly new flooring. 5 bedroon potential. 
Finished recroom. Gorgeous yard! MLS Call Paul 
direct.

LOCATION LOCATION!!

Elmira - Exceptional home with potential inlaw suite w/2 bdrms, full 
kit, bath, & lndry. Lg yrd 87x250ft over looking farm land just steps to 
golf course. 5200sqft of fin'd living space. Welcome friends & family 
in grand foyer w/stunning chandelier & spiral staircase. Open 
concept kit & GR, 2 master bdrms w/spa like ens. Attractive interlock 
driveway & walkways. Fantastic opportunity for any car buff or 
hobbyist, 3 car garage & detached 4 car garage/workshop. MLS Call 
Paul or Alli direct.

THIS HOUSE HAS IT ALL!
$799,000$799,000

Elmira - Located on a quiet street close to  
downtown, schools, parks and hiking trails - this 
cozy well kept home with main floor bathroom, 
bedroom and laundry is perfect whether you are 
starting out or ready to retire. MLS Please call Bill 
or Alli direct

BACKS ONTO GREENSPACE
$254,900$254,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE Sat.  May 26, 2-4 P.M. 
5 Blue Heron Crt., Elmira

$349,000$349,000

www.mtprint.com

500 Full Colour Business Cards 

29$ 99
Single Sided | UV Coated

Price based on print ready file

Our Everyday Low Price

Flyers

• 8.5 x 11
• Full  Colour
• Printed 1 side
• 1,000 Copies

$19000

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com
Postcards

• 4” x 6”
• Full  Colour
• 2 Sides
• 12pt Coated Stock 
• 1,000 Copies

$15900

Door Hangers

• 4” x 11”
• Full  Colour
• 2 Sides
• 12pt Coated Stock 
• 1,000 Copies

$29900

Business Card
Magnets

29¢
each

• 250 minimum 

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

Presentation Folders

• Full  Colour
• Quantity - 1,000 

$79900

Business Card
Magnet
Special

Add $5.99 to your order 
and get 20 magnets with the

same artwork as your
business cards!

Offices also in Guelph • Cambridge • Brantford • London 

907 Frederick Street
KITCHENER, ON

519.571.0101 519.886.6800
WATERLOO, ON

265 Weber Street
Signs & Posters

• Foamcore
• Coroplast
• Styrene
• Vinyl 
• Canvas

We can print on

and more

Banner Stands

FROM

$16500

• Full  Colour
• Various sizes
   and styles

Photo Books

• Full  Colour
• Hard or Soft Cover Binding
• 24, 32, 40, or 48 page Books
Order your Photo Book on line at

www.volumesdirect.com
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Great Value

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com
dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Great family home. Full 4 level 
backsplit semi approx. 1700 sq ft 
finished. 4 bedroom, family room, 
open concept kitchen, dining, and 
living room, new 3 pce bath on 
lower level, rec rm, and a very nice 
yard. Roof,windows, doors, all 
newer. S.S. appliances included. 
Don't miss this one. $ 235,900. MLS

Just Listed

Located in Drayton on a quiet street. 
Single family with lots of living 
space. Finished basement with in 
floor heating. Nice yard. Large eat in 
kitchen. 3 bedrooms. Possible to 
rent out basement with separate 
walk out entrance. Needs your 
finishing touches.  $ 224,900.  MLS

RARE 35 
acre parcel

Great country lot with privacy 
and great views over the country 
side yet close to town. Just 
outside Glen Allan. Come see the 
potential. 3 bedroom, great room 
with gas fireplace,  huge 4 plus 
car garage. $ 717,000. MLS

Vacation at the
WHITE HOUSE

Sand beach, almost 2000 ft of 
waterfront on quiet Gillies Lake, 
great for boating and water sports, 
fishing, sailing. Year round main 
residence and seasonal second 
cottage. Clean water on the Bruce 
Peninsula. $ 1,450,000. MLS

Free, no obligation, Opinions of value

“You dream...We’ll work.”

Thinking of Buying or Selling call or email today!

Wendy
Taylor
BROKER MANAGER

Mary Lou 
Murray
SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Independently Owned and Operated

519-669-1544 519-669-1544 24hrs24hrs

17 Church St. W., Elmira17 Church St. W., Elmira

www.peakrealestate.comwww.peakrealestate.com

wendy.taylor1@rogers.blackberry.net
marylou@mmrealestate.ca

New Price! - 21 Memorial Ave., Elmira
Open House • Sunday May 27th • 2-4pm

$214,900 Great starter!  Zoned C2 
with residential.  Can be duplexed or 
converted back to single family. Close 
to downtown and bus.  Paved parking 
for 3. Wiring, windows, doors, 
plumbing all updated in late 90's.  
Maintenance free exterior.  Shows 
"AAA"  MLS  Please call Wendy Taylor to 
view.

$299,999 Excellent opportunity 
for family that requires a shop.  
Property is Zoned C-2. House 
features 3 beds, 2 baths with some 
updates.  Shop is 30x60 quonset 
style with 220 amp hydro, 2 pc. 
washroom, hoist and o�ce area.  
Spring fed pond at rear of property. 
Please call Wendy Taylor to view. 
MLS 1211618

BONNIE BRUBACHER
Broker of Record

SHANNA ROZEMA
Broker.

LAURIE LANGDON
Sales Representative Elmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
ELMIRA REAL ESTATE SERVICES

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

$279,000 Drayton. Uniquely designed raised 
bungalow, open concept main floor offers a 
spacious foyer, large main floor living room, new 
maple kitchen with walkout to deck & 144’ 
Private yard, 4 bedrooms (2 up & 2 down), 
fabulous main floor 5 piece bathroom with 
ensuite privilege, lower level 3 piece bathroom 
and great recreation room. MLS

OPEN HOUSE THURS. MAY. 24TH, 3-6 And SAT. MAY 26TH,2-4
22 Knapp Rd, Elmira

$362,000 Paradigm Homes Model Is For Sale  
Gorgeous 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom home (including lavish 
ensuite), ceramic and hardwood flooring, attractive 
kitchen with appliances & large island, spacious dinette 
offers a garden door to the backyard, 1.5 car garage, 
double driveway. Other plans & prices available including 
bungalows. EXCLUSIVE

COMPLETELY UPDATED GEM

$377,500 Elmira. An absolutely lovely two storey, 
ceramic foyer, spacious main floor living room, 
attractive kitchen with island open to the dinette with 
walkout to private fenced yard, patio, pergola & shed, 
2nd floor family room with gas fireplace, 2nd floor 
laundry, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths including a whirlpool 
ensuite. MUST SEE HOME TODAY! MLS

METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED

$719,900. ELMIRA. 3.74 acres sprawling bungalow; 4 bedrooms; new kitchen 
with granite counters, new ceramic and carpeting; vaulted great room;  
landscaped yard with mature trees, inground pool, cabana, patio and deck.  38 x 
24’ shop.  MLS

FANTASTIC RURAL SETTING

$899,900. FLORADALE.   Beautiful 20 acre setting with mature bush and trails.  
Modern bungalow with full walkout basement.  Award winning private back 
yard patio.  9’ ceilings, custom design vaulted great room; triple garage; 60 x 32 
ft. shop.  MLS

AMAZING PROPERTY

Free, no obligation, Opinions of value

 
17 Park Avenue W., Elmira - $459,900

Spectacular older home in Elmira's 
most sought after location for older 
homes.  Completely refurbished.  New 
bathrooms, �oors, kitchen, windows. 
Newly pointed exterior brick, new 
wiring, plumbing & heating.  Carpet 
free with C/air & c/vac. This is a must see 
property.  Call Mildred Frey-Broker MLS 
1221850. $459,900.00

30 Adam Brown St., Moorefield - $214,000

All Brick Bungalow on a large lot.  
Extra large garden shed.  Has 2 
bathrooms.  One in basement.  3 
bedrooms on main �oor.  Lots of room 
to �nish a play area/recroom in the 
basement for the children.  Don't miss 
out come see this great starter home 
for small family. MLS#1221989  Call Len 
or Mildred Frey.  519-741-6368

Thinking of Buying or Selling call or email today!

NEW PRICE!

BERT MARTIN, BROKER

Call Bert For Your FREE Market Evaluation

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira • www.remaxsolidgold.biz
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
DIRECT: 519-572-2669

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

COMMERCIAL 
OFFICE SPACE

Adjoining offices in Professional 
Centre in busy plaza 10 minutes from 
Waterloo. MLS. Call Bert to View..

BUNGALOW!
Great location central to schools, parks, Rec 
Centre and 10 minute walk to down town. 
Three bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, great room 
with addition, finished basement, triple 
wide paved drive, great for camper or motor 
home. MLS $329,900. Call Bert to View.

FOR RENT.
WITH REAL INVESTMENT YOU WILL SEE A REAL RETURN. MAKE THIS SPACE 

YOUR NEW HOME. ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

100% LOCAL
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LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

Brad Martin 
Broker of Record,  MVA Residential  

Res: 519.669.1068

Julie Heckendorn 
Broker  

Res: 519.669.8629

Tracey Williams 
Sales Rep. 

Cell: 519.505.0627

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-2772
www.thurrealestate.com

Brokerage

BACKS TO WALKING TRAIL. Spacious entry w/huge 
closet. Gas fireplace in L.R. W/O to deck - faces south. 
Upper level loft/office. 3 baths (ensuite privilege). Recently  
fin. rec. rm. & 2pc. 5 appl. Incl. MLS $305,900.

114’ DEEP LOT - QUIET CRESCENT -  Updates galore 
windows, furnace, CAC. & a remodelled bathrm. Gas stove in 
rec. rm. 5 bdrms. 2 baths. Spacious front entry. Hdwd. in L.R. 
& D.R. Very well maintained. MLS $339,900.

ADDITION - Lovely fam. rm. w/cathedral ceiling & lots of 
windows! Huge rec. rm. w/high ceiling. 3 bdrms. Large 
dining room. Newer doors, windows, furnace & deck. 
Gas heatstove. Long driveway. Close to downtown. 
MLS $269,000.

 
OFFICE PHONE: 519.343.2124

(Across from Home Hardware)

KATHY ROBINSON
***Broker of Record 
519.292.0362

YOUR DOLLAR WILL GO FURTHER HERE!
552 MAIN ST. PALMERSTON

Great property with 32x40 insulated 
shop w/hydro, home boasts; 3 
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, eat in kitchen 
w/lots of cabinetry w/walk-out to 
covered patio area great for 
entertaining, great room addition 
w/gas fireplace & cathedral ceiling & 
walk out to beautiful landscaped 
81x198 ft lot that backs onto walking 
trail. A drive by just won’t do!
$215,000 MLS 1224830 Call Kathy     

EDITH MCARTHUR
*Sales Representative

519.638.2509

Coach House Realty Inc. 
Brokerage

159 William Street,
Palmertson

coachhouse@wightman.ca   I    www.coachhouserealty.ca

OPEN HOUSE SAT., June 2. 1-3 | 250 Jane St. Palmerston

Impressive 2 storey double brick 
family home w/large yard. Home 
boasts 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
spacious, heated sunroom, refinished 
hardwood floors, fantastic eat-in 
kitchen with beautiful cabinetry, 
ample sized living room w/adjacent 
den area, oversized master bedroom 
w/cheater ensuite privilege plus 
many recent updates throughout. 
Close to all amenities. Great for the 
first time buyer with much to offer. 
$179,900 MLS 1224391 Call Kathy 

Palmerston

Palmerston

Palmerston

Palmerston

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

MUNICIPAL | REGIONAL PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
OFFICIAL PLAN APPLICATION 1/2009

 
The Township of Woolwich has initiated an Official Plan Amendment application 
which will include the rationalization of settlement boundaries.  A public meet-
ing on the rationalization will be held on: 

 
June 12, 2012

7:00 p.m.
Council Chambers

Township of Woolwich offices

No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional 
information to the public and to receive comments and information from them.  
Additional information regarding this application can be found on the Town-
ship webpage: www.woolwich.ca and navigate to News and Events – Current 
Public Notices – Official Plan Amendment Application 1/2009 or contact Jeremy 
Vink at 519-669-6037 / 519-664-2613 ext 6037. Email jvink@woolwich.ca

NOTICE OF PUBLIC WORKSHOP
BRESLAU SECONDARY PLAN  AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

 
The Township of Woolwich has initiated a Secondary Plan and Environmental Assess-
ment for Breslau.  As part of this process, the first community-building workshop will 
be held on Thursday, May 31, 2012 at 7:00 pm at the Breslau Community Centre – 
Gymnasium located at 100 Andover Drive, Breslau.  For more information please visit 
the Township’s Website: www.woolwich.ca  and navigate to Ongoing Planning Items 
– Breslau Secondary Plan and Environmental Assessment or contact John Scarfone at 
519-664-2613 ext. 6037 or 519-669-6037.  Email jscarfone@woolwich.ca 

NOTICE OF MEETING
 Chemtura Public Advisory Committee

Thursday, May 31, 2012 6:00 p.m. Council Chambers

EDSS to launch 75th anniversary campaign next week in preparation for 2014 event

High school       reunions 
are  milestones,  occasions 
for alumni to reconnect 
with classmates and teach-
ers while reflecting on 
school days of the past and 
taking note of accomplish-
ment since graduating.

Getting them just right 
takes a fair bit of planning. 
With that in mind organiz-
ers of the Elmira District 
Secondary School (EDSS) 
75th anniversary will get 
their reunion campaign 
rolling next week, two years 

before the event is sched-
uled to begin in 2014.

“We are launching early 
because our biggest task 
is getting the message 
out and getting as many 
people back to participate 
in the 75th anniversary as 
possible. That’s the total 
objective,” said Mike Forler, 
one of the organizers and 
the co-op coordinator at 
EDSS. “We have started our 
campaign two years ahead 
to recruit as many people as 
we can.”

The reunion committee 
would like to see as many 

former students return to 
the hallways of the school 
as possible.

“We have such a wide 
range of ages and our ra-
tional is that we want to 
see young people, people 
in their 30s and 40s all 
the way up to the 80 years 
old,” said Forler. “Obvi-
ously some people have 
moved away from the area, 
but they still have connec-
tions here so we are using 
the grapevine, tapping into 
the grandparents, parents, 
and friends to help contact 
everyone and get them all 

back.”
At the launch to be held 

May 30 at 11 a.m., alumni 
teachers along with the re-
union steering committee 
will be giving all the details 
of what former students of 
the school should expect 
at the 75th anniversary re-
union.

The kick off will take 
place in front of the school’s 
new sign placed in the 
University Avenue U at the 
front of the school.

“It will be a great way to 
kick off the entire event,” 
said Forler 

The school celebrated its 
50th anniversary in 1989 
and had more than 3,000 
people attend. For the 75th 
event organizers are hoping 
for an even bigger turnout.

“The last reunion was 
hugely successful and re-
ally big and we are aiming 
for more attendees for this 
next one and are aiming to 
go through so many more 
generations.” 

Organizers are hoping 
for a whole cross-section of 
former students to attend 
the event.

 “We don’t just want 

people from 50 or 60 years 
ago we would like to see this 
become a real community 
event,” he said

 “This is about the com-
munity; the focus should 
not be just on the school. 
Our committee, which is 
made up of many alumni, 
has laid out a great program 
for everyone to enjoy and 
we are excited to share it 
with everyone at the launch.

“We want to be complete-
ly inclusive as possible and 
our goal is to not leave any-
one out from the celebration 
who wants to come.”

COLIN DEWAR
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FAMILY ALBUM

THANK YOU STAG & DOE

ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY

STAG & DOE STAG & DOE

HELM, MARCELLA |  1924 - 2012 Peacefully at Chateau Gardens, Elmira, on 
Wednesday, May 16, 2012, age 88.

KARLEY-BISSIG, CAROLYN |  Passed away peacefully in Louisville, KY, on Wednes-
day, May 16, 2012. Local relatives are her daughter Jean Fromm (Garry) and her 
son Kevin Karley (Sharon) all of Maryhill.

KNECHTEL, DOROTHY |  At St. Mary’s Hospital, on Tuesday, May 22, 2012, after 
a brief illness. Violet Dorothy Knechtel, aged 88 years. Local relatives are her 
sisters  Carol and her husband Alson Martin and Erma Gingerich all of Elmira.

MAXWELL, VICTOR E. |  Peacefully passed away at his residence on Sunday, May 
20, 2012, at the age of 81. Beloved husband of the late Grace (nee Hackett) 
(1994). Local relatives are his son Scott Maxwell (Sharon) of Linwood.

DEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES

Traditional,
Classic, Elegant...

519-787-0782 | 155 St. David St. N., Fergus ON |  www.elegantaffairbridals.com

Find the gown of your dreams! 
One of a kind gowns from Paloma 

Blanca, Mikaella, Sophia Tolli, 
Moonlight, Mon Cheri, Alexia and others.

Book your appointment today!

Uptown Bridal  Selection, Small Town 
Personality and Service

Elegant Affair Bridal

Thank You!
A sincere thanks to family, friends 
and neighbours, for your prayers, 
cards, calls, visits, gifts and care 
giving, during my recuperation 
from cancer surgery. Also a special 
thanks to Dr. Jones and Dr. Oliver 
for there speedy diagnoses. Much 
appreciation to my Mom and 
Clare, for the amazing yard work. 

With much appreciation and 
thanks to all.

Sincerely,
Marg Steffler

Stag & Doe for

Allison Howorth & Andrew Yantzi

Saturday June 2nd 2012
Baseball 4:00 pm - Dinner 6:30
Games & Door Prizes

K-W Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Road, 
Wellesley, ON

Tickets - $10

Stag & Doe in Honor Of
Meghan Martin & Ryan Watson

Saturday June 9, 2012. 
4:30-10pm Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
4:30 Baseball game at Lions Park
6:30 Food & Games
7:30 Square Dance
Tickets $10.00 at the door.

Happy 50th Anniversary

Aden and Aleda Weber. Love Your Family.

Happy 50th
Anniversary

Alan and Marie 
(nee Atkinson) 
E m p r i n g h a m 
are happy to 
announce their 
50th wedding 
anniversary on 
May 26, 2012.

Alan and Marie 
originally farmed 
in the Gormley 
Stouffville Area. 
They moved to Monkton, Ont. Area in 
1973. They are now enjoying retirement in 
Elmira.

Congratulations Mom and Dad, Grandma 
and Poppa from your four Children and 
their spouses and your 8 grandchildren!

REMEMBER AND 
CELEBRATE LOVED 

ONES WITH US

Happy Anniversary

May 28, 2011, 1 year ago I married my best 
friend, my love. Special thanks to our 
amazing wedding party, our wonderful & very 
supportive parents and everybody from near 
& far who attended. 
Thank you for a super 1st year my 
darling!!! 
I look forward to many, many more with you. 
All My Love, Jocelyn XO

Stag & Doe for

Megan Lee and Tim Schott

Saturday June 2nd 2012
8pm at the Waterloo Rod and Gun 
St. Jacobs

MOTZ, KARL EMIL | January 10, 1933 - May 23, 2012 After years of failing health, 
our dear husband and father drew his last breath at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener, surrounded by the love of his family.

WAGNER, JOHN ALLAN |  Passed away peacefully on May 17, 2012 after a valiant 
struggle with multiple myeloma.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES.
COME ON! WE KNOW YOU HAVE GREAT FAMILY PHOTOS, WHY NOT SHOW THEM OFF IN THE OBSERVER.
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LIVING HERE
ON THE FARM / SOMETHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN

Think of it as retro milk

Ontario fiddleheads 
have arrived. Fiddle-
heads are the unfurling 
fronds of a young fern 
plant. Harvested at this 
young age, they’re edible 
and delicious and loaded 
with great nutrients. We 
prepare this salad at the 
café, except we use aspara-
gus because fiddleheads 
are only in season for two 
or three weeks. Don’t blink 
you might miss it ...

These beauties sure do 
freeze well so don’t be 
afraid to stock up. This 
recipe is also great for 
using up those left-over 
roasted potatoes from last 
night’s dinner. The most 
efficient way to feed your 
family is to make extras of 
everything and reinvent 
it into tomorrow’s dinner. 
This will save you time 
and stress.

Make the dressing first 
and set aside. I like to cook 
the potatoes and fiddle-
heads on the BBQ but you 
can use the stove if you 
prefer.  After heating the 
vegetables I toss them with 
the roasted shallot vinai-
grette in a large bowl and 
place over some baby aru-
gula, some halved cherry 
tomatoes and some shaved 

A great way 
to enjoy  
the short 
fiddlehead 
season

CHEF’S TABLE| 27

JAMES JACKSON

MILK | 27

It’s been more than 
40 years since customers 
have been able to buy pure 
Guernsey milk at the gro-
cery store, but that changed 
this week when Jim Eby 
received his first shipment 
of 100 per cent Guernsey 
milk from his dairy herd on 
his farm near Conestogo.

 “It’s a little overwhelm-
ing, because no one has 
done this before,” he said 
on Tuesday afternoon at his 
farm, Eby Manor. 

“We’re breaking new ter-
ritory.”

For decades, milk in Can-
ada has been marketed as 
just that – milk. Eby said the 
industry’s marketing board 
has discouraged differentia-
tion within the industry for 
decades in order to promote 
the sheer volume of sales. 

As a result, dairy breeds 
like his Guernsey cows 
tended to be pushed to the 
wayside in favour of higher 
producing cattle breeds like 
Holsteins, which produce 
up to 30 per cent more milk. 
While farmers still had 
heads of Guernsey cattle in 
their operations, their milk 
was simply mixed into the 
pool of other milk heading 
to processing plants and lost 
all of its unique qualities.

Thanks to the breed’s 
unique genetic makeup, 
milk from Guernsey cattle 
is higher in Omega 3, Beta 
Carotene, and A-2 protein 
than other dairy breeds, 
Eby said, adding that the 
milk marketing board has 
changed its thinking in 
recent years, opening the 
door for him to market his 
own brand of milk under the 

At his farm near Conestogo, Jim Eby has reintroduced Guernsey milk to the market

and Hilltop Acres Poultry in 
Breslau.

“That’s all we figure we’ve 
got sales for right now, and 
we have another order for 
500 (litres) next week, and 

we hope we can start grow-
ing it,” said Eby. His 60 head 
of cattle can produce about 
1,200 litres of milk every 
day, so 500 litres of sales in 
the first week is but a drop 

in the bucket of what he can 
potentially produce should 
interest continue to grow.

“There’s definitely an     

Paul Noble takes a drink from the first bottle of 100 per cent Guernsey milk on Jim Eby’s farm near Conestogo on Tuesday afternoon. Noble 
purchased the rights to the bottle in March for $80.  [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]

• Full Esthetic 
   Services

• Shellac Manicures 
   Available

• Eminence Organic 
   Skin Care

Offering:

519-500-69282 Finch Place, Elmira, ON | 

50%
OFF

Time for a little

All Products
buy 1, get 1

Call Allan at 519.591.1873 or email 
clemmy@rogers.com

ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS

ANNUAL MEETING 
Tuesday, June 5th, 7p.m. 

at the Elmira Fire Hall,
20 Howard Ave.

We’re looking for volunteers
and board members.

DON’T WORRY,
BE HAPPY.
SEE AN IMAGE IN THE OBSERVER 

THAT YOU LIKE? DON’T WORRY, 

WE DO PHOTO RE-PRINTS! 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR SIZES, 

PRICING AND ORDER FORMS.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CHEF’S TABLE/  
RYAN TERRY, FLOW 
CATERING

RECIPE
NOTES

board-controlled Golden 
Guernsey label.

“What they’ve done now 
is that they’ve come to real-
ize that people want choice, 
so the board’s mindset has 
changed and they’re open 
to allowing farmers and pro-
ducers to find niche markets 
for their milk.”

He says he is the only 
farmer in Canada now 
selling 100 per cent pure 
Guernsey milk to the pub-
lic, and he estimates that 
less than one per cent of all 
farms in Ontario are solely 
Guernsey operations.

The milk is not processed 
on site and Eby pays to have 
a truck come to his farm 
and transport his milk to 
Hewitt’s Dairy in Hagers-
ville to be pasteurized and 
processed separately 
from other milk, a 
strategy that will 
actually save Eby 
money in the long 
run by not requir-
ing him to build his 
own processing plant 
on the farm and have to 
conform with food inspec-
tion policies.

The milk is sold to the 
marketing board, which 
then sells it to Hewitt’s 
Dairy for processing, and 
it is sold back to Eby at the 
same price that the market-
ing board paid for it, minus 
the shipping and processing 
costs. 

The first 500 litres arrived 
in an air-conditioned truck 
this week and that milk has 
been shipped to some 20 
stores throughout the region 
and even as far as Toronto 
and should be on shelves 
now. Local retailers include 
Kitchen Kuttings in Elmira 
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psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

in support of Women’s Crisis 
Services of Waterloo Region

KIN 
KORNER

Carnival, Silent Auction, Live Entertainment

Family Fun 
Weekend

July 20th-July 21st
West Montrose Family Camp

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

S. T 
C C
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm, Sun. 9am and 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

www.elmiracommunity.org

Services at John Mahood Public School 

5 First St., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM

May 27th
Sowing and Reaping

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

- The Junction -
Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Sunday School - 9:30am
Worship Service - 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

Sunday School
at  9:30am

Service  at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

9:15 & 11:00 AM 

#3 - “The Choice”
Speaker: Gord Ahier
 

Sunday, May 27th, 2012

Series: Life Lessons

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

The Family Tree

Ron Seabrooke

Galatians 4:1-31

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church Pastor: Richard A. Frey

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Sunday School 9:15am 
Worship Service 10:30am 

MAY 26

VISIT THE WTHHS HISTORICAL Room at the Old 
School, 1137 Henry St., Wellesley, on Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m., to enjoy new displays and interesting 
historical facts about Wellesley Township. In 2012, 
we will be open every last Saturday of each month, 
except December. Free admission.

55+ INVITATIONAL GAMES FOR Waterloo Wellington 
June 4-12, hosted by the Township of Woolwich. 
Events include badminton, 5-pin bowling, contract 
and duplicate bridge, crokinole, euchre and bid 
euchre, cribbage, darts, Solo, snooker, shuffleboard, 
swimming, table tennis, pickle ball and walking. 
For more information call 519-669-5044 or email 
woolwichseniors@yahoo.ca. 

MAY 27

LIONS FOUNDATION OF CANADA Purina Walk for 
Dog Guides hosted by Woolwich Community Lions 
Club – assisted by St. Jacobs and Ariss Lions Clubs. 
Kissing Bridge Trail, Arthur St. entrance, 9 a.m. All 
proceeds will help fund Dog Guides programs – 
canine vision, hearing ear, special skills, seizure 
response and autism assistance dog guides. 
Prizes, refreshments. All ages, fitness levels with 
or without a dog are welcome to participate. For 
more information please call 519-669-5084 or www.
purinawalkfordogguides.com. 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA Parish is hosting the Spotlights 
on Christ’s Life exhibition on May 27 and June 3 in 
the parish hall at 3 p.m. All are invited to come 
and experience the journey of Jesus Christ in the 

Holy Land through the use of 10 three dimensional 
plexi-glass display cases (dioramas) and over 100 
sculpted clay figure which together, with a large 
scale map of the Holy Land, depict key events in the 
story of Christ’s life. To learn more about the exhibit 
go to www.sites.google.com/site/dankagocova) 
or contact Donna Vollmer at the church office 519-
669-3387.

MAY 28

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB, WOOLWICH Memorial Centre, 
24 Snyder Ave. S, Elmira (community room)  at noon 
(doors open at 11:30 a.m.) Cost $6. Join us for a noon 
day light lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care 
Concepts at 519-669-3023 for more information.

MAY 29

BINGO, 7 P.M. AT the St. Clements Community 
Centre sponsored by Paradise & District Lions Club. 
For more information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-
4022.

JUNE 1

PD DAY MOVIE – 2-3:45 p.m. at Elmira Branch 
Library. Showing will be Gnomeo & Juliet. Tickets 
are $1 each and every person attending must have 
a ticket. Children under 5 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Admission includes popcorn and a drink, 
please no outside snacks.  The event will take place 
at the library, 65 Arthur St. S. in Elmira. For more 
information call the Elmira Branch Library at 519-
669-5477 or elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.

CHOLESTEROL  SOLUTIONS 10 – 12 noon. Attend 

this session and find easy ways to improve your 
cholesterol level. This free class is facilitated by 
Registered Dietitian, Karen Reitzel and will be held 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside 
Dr., St. Jacobs. For more information call 519-664-
3794.  

JUNE 2

MARYHILL LUAU DINNER. COME out and join the 
Maryhill CWL & Knights of Columbus at the Maryhill 
Heritage Community Centre. Two seatings for dinner 
5:30 & 7 p.m. Roasted BBQ pig, roasted potatoes, 
vegetables, salad, & rolls, dessert, coffee & tea. 
Prices: adults $15; children ages 6-11 $7; Under 5 
free. Advance tickets only. Mike 519-648-3394, Doug 
519-648-2939, Mary 519-822-9287.

CROSSHILL COMMUNITY RHUBARB & Rhummage 
Sale presented by Crosshill Community and Crosshill 
Mennonite Church. 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. At the church: 
The Rhuby Café, bake table, fresh rhubarb, used 
books, CDs and DVDs table, all thing rhubarb. Free 
children’s activities, community BBQ lunch and 
more! Rain or shine. Community-wide rhummage/
yard sales. Electronic rhummage waste dropoff and 
more. All proceeds donated to misison’s outreach. 

JUNE 3

DEI SONG, 7 P.M. at Waterloo North Presbyterian 
Church. You will love Dei Song … God’s song, a great 
ladies trio. Come and enjoy our newest gospel music 
ministry. 400 Northfield Dr. W. Free-will offering, 
wheelchair accessible. For more information call 
519-888-7870.

  

THERE ARE SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT 
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLERSUDOKU

Do you know what letter of the alphabet is the “dog’s letter”?

Q. What letter of the 
alphabet is the “dog’s 
letter”? 
A.  R was called “littera 
canina” in Latin, liter-
ally “dog’s letter,” because 
“people thought the trill of 
its pronunciation resem-
bled the snarl of a dog,” 
answers Anu Garg in “The 
Dord, the Diglot, and an 
Avocado or Two.”    
   In Shakespeare’s “Romeo 
and Juliet,” the Nurse tells 
Romeo that “rosemary and 
Romeo begin both with a 
letter,” and upon learning 
the letter is R, goes on to 

say, “That’s the dog’s name.  
R is for the dog.”  Interest-
ingly, in Spanish a dog is 
called “perro,” with a trilled 
r.

Q. Great biologist Ste-
phen Jay Gould called 
it “the most potentially 
interesting and ethically 
unacceptable experi-
ment I can imagine.”  
What was he referring to?
A.  Mating a human with a 
chimp, says Jerry Adler in 
“Wired” magazine.  Gould 
pointed out that “adult hu-
mans have physical traits, 
such as larger craniums 
and wide-set eyes, that 
resemble infant chim-
panzees, a phenomenon 
known as neoteny -- the 
retention of juvenile traits 

in adults.”  This neotonous 
tendency, he believed, 
might have helped in the 
evolution of human beings.    
    The mating “would prob-
ably be frighteningly easy,” 
Adler explains. Using in-vi-
tro fertilization techniques 
would likely produce a vi-
able hybrid human-chimp 
embryo, and because 
chimps weigh very close to 
humans at birth, gestation 
and birth could be done 
naturally, with the embryo 
growing in a human uterus.  
But since the two species 
don’t have the same num-
ber of chromosomes, their 
offspring might be unable 
to reproduce.       
     The whole idea remains 
highly controversial.  Yet 
as anthropologist Alexan-

der Harcourt argues, the 
experiment would help “il-
luminate how two species 
with such similar genomes 
could be so different.  Its 
outcome would take biolo-
gists deep into the origin of 
the species we care about 
most: ourselves.”

Q. The one numbers 
10,000,000,000,000,000 
and the other about 
7,000,000,000, yet they 
weigh roughly the same. 
Not to let this “bug” 
you, but do you know 
what the “one”and the 
“other” are?     
A.  10,000 trillion, or 
10 to the 16th power, is 
the rough number of all 
the ants living on Earth, 
according to naturalist 

Edward O. Wilson in “The 
Social Conquest of Earth.”  
Combined, they weigh 
about as much as the 7 
billion humans, or an es-
timated 500 million tons.  
That’s the human anthill 
in a nutshell!

Q. Why is there so 
much negative talk out 
there these days -- bigot-
ry, profanity, incivility?  
Or is that really the right 
question?
A.  Actually, “cheery 
chat” is more like it, says 
I.M. Klousmann of PLoS 
ONE Journal, 2012, as re-
ported in “Science News” 
magazine.  Data show “the 
English language is biased 
toward the use of positive 
or ‘happy’ words, with 

happiness scores above 5 
(out of 10) in books, music, 
Twitter, and the ‘New York 
Times.’”  Of the 5,000 most 
common words on Twitter, 
common negatives were 
“pain,” “death,” “hate,” 
“fight,” “wrong”; common 
happy words were “hope,” 
“LOL,” “free,” “Mom,” 
“love.”  When graphed, the 
biggest bulk of the Twit-
ter words rated in the 5-7 
happiness range, with only 
a sparse showing for words 
below 5.

SOLUTION: on page 19
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ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill a journalist, Rich holds a doc-
torate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Varadero, Cuba 

Jim and Sandra Wells from Elmira, ON. 
Vacationed in Varadero, Cuba at the 
Iberostar Playa Alameda Resort. While 
enjoying the sun they posed for a picture 
poolside with the Observer.

LOCATION
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HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid 
so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.
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ACROSS
1. Pat
5. Good skiing conditions
12. Chucklehead
15. Hindu queen
17. Having hills and crags
18. Egg cells
19. An extinct Italic language
20. Containing allegory
22. Termination of operations
24. Carry away, in a way
25. Grinder
26. Engine speed, for short
27. Recklessly wasteful
30. Arouse
32. A broom made of twigs
34. Ethereal
35. Not critical
38. Fertilizer in animal feed
41. Absorbed, as a cost
42. Sartre novel
47. Seemingly contradictory
52. Request
53. Affirmative action
54. Quaker’s “you”
55. East Indian tree

60. Air force heroes
64. Linen fabric
65. Cupid’s projectile
68. Oriented toward the south
70. Pandowdy, e.g.
71. Dash
73. “M*A*S*H” setting
74. Associated with bronchi
77. A nuclear reactor
81. Beauty pageant wear
82. Barely beat
83. A horse-drawn wagon 
without sides
84. ___ Hall
85. Oolong, for one
86. A tall tower
87. Mar, in a way
DOWN
1. “Ick!”
2. For temporary use
3. A male demon
4. Doozy
5. A medieval oboe
6. Hot spot
7. Misfortunes
8. A pint, maybe

9. Famous
10. “Seinfeld” uncle
11. Blew it
12. Land tenure by ag. service
13. Embodiment
14. Manner, lacking interest
16. Football play
21. Hip bones
23. Crude group?
27. Telekinesis, e.g.
28. “Arabian Nights” menace
29. Certain Arab
31. A hearty draft
32. A strong post
33. God, with “the”
36. Amscrayed
37. Anita Brookner’s “Hotel 
du ___”
38. ___ Today
39. ___ gestae
40. ___ Grove Village, Ill.
43. Absolute
44. “___ CAH TOA”
45. “... ___ he drove out 
of sight”
46. Affirmative vote

48. Corn holder
49. Be bombastic
50. Bang-up
51. “Silent Spring” subject
56. “___ any drop to 
drink”: Coleridge
57. Feminine side
58. Drops from the sky
59. Builds
60. Obliquely
61. Little boys have ___
62. Moon of Jupiter
63. Check
66. Calmer
67. Irritate
69. Precipitation of ice 
pellets
70. Chasers
72. Living organism
74. Radar image
75. Casting need
76. Hightailed it
78. Bunk
79. Grand ___ (“Evange-
line” setting)
80. Anger
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CHEF’S TABLE: Though the season is short, fiddleheads can be frozen for later use

MILK: The Guernsey option

FROM | 24

FROM | 24

parmesan or goat cheese 
whichever you like. Serve 
immediately alongside 
your favorite protein or by 
its lonesome.

Roasted 
Shallot 
Vinaigrette
1/4 cup roasted shallots

2 tbsp red wine vinegar

1 tsp Dijon mustard

1/2 cup canola oil

Salt and pepper to taste

Place shallots in a small 
pan with small amount of 
vegetable oil just to coat 
the shallots, salt and pep-
per and roast until golden 
brown;

In a medium-sized shal-
low container add all in-
gredients and blend with 
a hand blender to your de-
sired texture – it’s nice to 
keep the shallots slightly 
chunky.  

Blanching 
Fiddleheads 
2 cups cleaned fiddleheads

1 litre salted water
 Large bowl of ice water

Fiddlehead preparation 
is easy. With a brush, care-
fully remove brown scales 
then wash well under 
cold running water to re-
move dirt before cooking; 
trim woody stems. Boil 
fiddleheads in lightly-
salted boiling water for 10 
minutes (or steam for 20 
minutes.) Place immedi-
ately into ice water. You 
can now heat when ready 
to use on your BBQ or 
stovetop.

How to Freeze 
Fiddleheads

Fiddleheads freeze well, 
due to their short season. 
To freeze, remove scales 
and wash thoroughly then 
boil in a small amount 
of water at a time for two 
minutes. Drain and let 
cool. Pack in freezer bags 
and store up to one year.

Note: Health Canada 
advises that fiddleheads 
should be cooked thor-
oughly before eating. 
Consuming raw or under-

cooked fiddleheads may 
cause diarrhea, nausea 
and upset stomach.

Roasted 
Potatoes
3 cups medium-size diced 
potatoes skin on (any kind 
you like)
3 litres salted water
Canola oil to coat potatoes
Salt and pepper to taste

Always start your pota-
toes in cold salted water 
cooking them until they 
are fork tender. Be sure to 

skim the impurities that 
float to the surface with 
a ladle before straining 
them. After straining,  
place potatoes in a large 
mixing bowl, lightly coat-
ing the potatoes in oil, salt 
and pepper. Roast at 400 
degrees F until golden 
brown on your BBQ or in 
your oven.

1 Series 
Sub-Compact 

Tractor

THE
ONE.

premierequipment.ca
*Offer valid from 5/1/2012 until 7/31/2012. For example, on a new John Deere Model 1023E, based on a selling price of $11,680.00 (selling price in example is based on MSRP as of December 19, 2011 and may change at any time without notice. Dealer may sell 
for less) less a down payment of $2,336.00 results in a balance of $9,344.00 to be financed for a maximum of 4 years with 48 monthly payments of $194.67. **Offer valid from 5/1/2012 until 5/31/2012. Get $750 OFF the agreed upon purchase price of a new John 
Deere 1026R Sub-Compact Tractor when two or more attachments are purchased at the same time. Attachments must be John Deere or Frontier branded only. Implement Bonus offer only available with 0% for 48 Months financing. ***Offer valid from 5/1/2012 until 
5/31/2012. Get $500 off on the X534 model and $200 off on the X310 model. Prices and model availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details. Available at participating dealers. 
†Offer ends 5/31/2012. Prices and model availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options.

X534  
Select Series™

$500 
OFF***

X310  
Select Series™

$200 
OFF***

ALLISTON 
705-435-7551

AYR 
519-632-8998

COURTLAND 
519-688-1011

ELMIRA 
519-669-5453

LISTOWEL 
519-291-5390

MT. FOREST 
519-323-1340

OSPRINGE 
519-833-9332

SIMCOE 
519-426-8130

SMITHVILLE 
905-957-2133

TAVISTOCK 
519-655-2200

Here to grow 
with you.

$8,150†STARTING AT

$4,490†STARTING AT

$12,995†STARTING AT

1026R  
Sub-Compact 

Tractors

$750
 OFF**

0% for 48 
months*OR

payments 
as low as

$217  
/mo*

with the purchase of  
2 or more implements

on all 1 Series Tractors

       

LT8x70320CCS-4C

JULY 2012, BOYS & GIRLS AGES 8-14

Week 1- July 3 to 6, Week 2- July 9 to 13, 
Week 3- July 16 to 20 and Week 4- July 23-27

Elmira Summer Sports Camp is once again offering boys and girls 
from ages 8-14 years, the opportunity to learn and play a variety of 

sports in a relaxed, fun and non-competitive environment.

To Register contact Melanie Austin at 
(519) 669-0765 or by e-mail:

austinmacher@rogers.com

Registration fee is $160/per child

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Chef Ryan Terry owns FLOW Cafe 
& Catering in Elmira. The Red 
Seal chef also owns and operates 
The Pizzeria in Grand Bend. More 
information can be found at his 
website, www. flowcatering.ca.

interest there, and it’s defi-
nitely a niche market. It’s 
not going into the national 
grocery stores – we can’t 
compete with their price – 
and so it’s going to be treat-
ed as a specialty product.”

The milk will be sold in 
retro glass bottles and retail 
for between $3.70 and $3.90 
per litre, which is about the 
same as certified organic 
and other niche milk in the 
grocery store now. He chose 
the glass bottles not only 
because milk tastes fresher 
than from a plastic con-
tainer, but because glass is 
better for the environment, 
he said.

While his milk is not certi-
fied organic, Eby said cus-
tomers will be enticed by the 
extra health benefits that his 
milk offers over traditional 
milk.

“What’s in our milk you’ll 
find in milk of all breeds, 
just the quantities are higher 
(in Guernsey),” said Eby. 
“It’s just the breed. It’s their 
genetics.”

The first bottle off the 

truck went to Paul and 
Cathy Noble, who raise 
Guernsey cattle on their 
farm in Moorefield. They 
bought the bottle at the an-
nual Guernsey breeders an-
nual meeting in March, and 
paid handsomely for it; $80.

“It’s great because I be-
lieve the consumer is look-
ing for local, and looking 
for choice,” said Paul after 
taking a drink out of the 
first bottle. “Here’s an op-
portunity for the first time 
in 40 years to get Guernsey 
Golden milk. What a great 
opportunity.”

The ability to market his 
own milk to the public is a 
dream come true for Eby, a 
second-generation Guern-
sey farmer whose father 
Howard started the farm 
back in 1959. 

“It’s always been a dream 
to see Guernsey milk mar-
keted again, because that’s 
why my Dad got into the 
breed in the first place. I’ve 
always had that dream but 
never really expected to see 
it come to fruition in my 
lifetime.”

Jim Eby (left) of Eby Manor farms thanks Paul and Cathy Noble for their support and for 
purchasing the first bottle of Golden Guernsey milk.  [JAMES JACKSON / THE OBSERVER]
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SPRING SAVINGS   STIHLFROM

NOW ONLYNOW ONLY

$199 95
MSRP $249.95
with 16" bar

$179 95
MSRP $219.95

30.1 cc / 1.3 kW
3.9 kg / 8.6 lb

MS 170 Gas Chain Saw 

27.2 cc / 0.65 kW
4.1 kg / 9.0 lb

FS 38 Gas Trimmer

27.2 cc / 0.7 kW
4.1 kg / 9.0 lb

BG 55 Gas Blower

$149 95
MSRP $189.95

NOW ONLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

www.stihl.ca

ASK OUR FRIENDLY STAFF FOR MORE PRODUCT INFORMATION OR A FREE DEMONSTRATION.

GET AFREE OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE DVD 

WITH THE PURCHASE OF  
A STIHL CHAIN SAW.

®

4790 Hergott Rd., 
Wallenstein

519-669-2192

www.efsaudersales.ca

122 Church St. W., 
Elmira

519-669-5453

www.premierequipment.ca

21 Industrial Dr.,
Elmira

519-669-2884

martinssmallengines.ca


