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THAT CHRISTMAS 
TREE TIME 
OF YEAR AGAIN

STEVE KANNON

After a string of well-
above-inflation rate in-
creases for water, Woolwich 
residents will see no hikes 
in 2014. The price they’ll 
pay for wastewater going 
out, however, will take an-
other large jump, up 7.9 per 
cent.

The sewage charges 
would bring the rate to 
$2.18 per cubic metre from 
$2.02, adding $29-$38 per 
year to a customer’s bill, 
based on an average of 180 
to 240 cubic metres. The 
fee for water will remain at 
$1.61 per cubic metre, fol-
lowing a 5.9 per cent hike 
in 2013.

St. Nick made his way through Elmira on Dec. 7, closing the town’s largest Christmas parade yet. After Friday evening’s visit to Wellesley’s Christmas Tyme Parade, he has one more stop in 
St. Clements on Dec. 21.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich 
water rates 
unchanged, 
wastewater 
to rise 7.9%
Council approves budget, rate 
changes for 2014; increase on sewer 
side to add $29-$38 annually

Woolwich councillors 
meeting Tuesday night 
quickly approved the new 
rates, part of the 2014 water 
and wastewater budget.

Huge increases have 
been the norm in recent 
years, as the region imple-
ments the user-pay, full-
cost-recovery model for 
its water and wastewater 
systems, as mandated by 
the province.

In presenting the budget, 
treasurer Richard Petherick 
noted the township expects 
to finish 2013 with a sur-
plus on the water side, but 
a deficit on the wastewater 
front due to the wet weath-

RATES | 7
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NEW ITEMS
ADDED DAILY
HOME DÉCOR GIFTS
CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENTS JEWELLERY
DECORATIONS KITCHENWARE
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The Shops At RoxtonThe Shops At Roxton

www.elmiragiftoutlet.comwww.elmiragiftoutlet.com

519.669.3072

1 Union St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira

STOCKING STUFFERS
& MORE!

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Cheeriest sounds, merriest sights, holiday joys, brightest delights...
may they be yours this season.

Warmest wishes

Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel
Largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Warmest wishes for a wonderful holiday.

25 Industrial Dr., Elmira | Tel: 519-669-2632 | allen_morrison_insurance@cooperators.ca

We would like to wish 
everyone a safe and 
happy holiday and 
thank all of our clients 
for their business. 

Allen & Suzanne Morrison, Karen Binkley, Linda Buchan, 
Steve Webb, Allison Knipfel, Natalie Hutchinson

Wishing you the gifts of  good cheer,
good times & good memories…

that last for years to come.

Merry Christmas

Thanking you for your patronage,
Ken Buehler, Bev Wendland, Dan Stinson, 
Chris Self, Tony Metzger, Tony Martin.

3 Elora Street S. Alma, Ontario N0B 1A0

COPS STUFF A CRUISER FULL OF CHRISTMAS CHEER

The Waterloo Regional Police 
Auxiliary was at the Walmart 
store in St. Jacobs December 7 to 
collect donations for the Stuff-a-
Cruiser program, which provides 
Christmas gifts for families in 
need. Above, Ryan Schaefer, 
John Cammarata, Lee Fitzpatrick, 
Philip Duquette, Laura Baxter. 
Right, Laura Baxter keeps Jennaca 
Bainwohl from running off 
with a donation. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Friendly competition looks to light up Wellesley

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

www.fergusfireplace.com

GAS & PELLET BURNING STOVES
IN OUR SHOWROOM!

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

Waging a friendly 
competition with tinsel, 
lights and only the quirki-
est of holiday gimmicks, 
Wellesley Village is picking 
up on a new tradition start-
ed last Christmas by two of 
its residents, Claire Birrell 
and Becky Hill. 

The bar has been raised, 
it seems, as the organizers 
look at judging a number of 
adorned homes complete 
with bright lights, music 
and even  odes to favourite 
holiday specials. 

“Have you seen the 
movie A Christmas Story? 
With the leg lamp? There’s 
gentleman on Ferris [Drive] 
who has his leg lamp up 
in the front hall window 
which his wife just hates. 
But he’s allowed to put it 
out at Christmas,” said 
Birrell this week. 

The decorations, 
lights, leg lamps and 
all will be adorning 
this year’s tour for 
the competition in 
which residents 
can walk or drive 
around the neigh-
bourhood and 
view the houses in 
order to vote on a 
favourite. 

“Last year we were 
hoping to start a new 
tradition for the town. 
It’s such a small, close-knit 
neighbourhood, everybody 
knows everybody. One of 

ELENA MAYSTRUK our favourite movies is 
National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vaca-
tion: that whole 
idea of deco-
rating the 
house. It’s 
so pretty 
just to drive 
through the 
village at 
night and 
see all of 
the houses 
lit up,” said 
Birrell. 

It may be a 
close race, neigh-
bour-versus-neigh-
bour, with homes and 
businesses vying for the 
special trophy that winners 
get to keep for a 
year. 

“We’ve actually had 
people register their neigh-
bours – that’s kind of new 
this year – and a few busi-
nesses in town. It’s kind 
of neat. The whole point 
of it is we have a beautiful 
town and it’s a close-knit 
community. Becky and 
I thought ‘wouldn’t it be 
nice if families took a night 
to walk around town?’” 

The Pretorious  family, 
from Village Place and last 
year’s reigning champions, 
is coming back for the 
competition, with neigh-
bours joining in. 

Registration ended this 
week and all together Bar-
rel and Hill hope to have 
20 participants, with fees 
going towards the Summer 
Reading Program at the 
Wellesley branch of the 
Waterloo Regional Library. 
Last year’s efforts raised a 
total of $160 from 16 partic-
ipants for Christmas ham-
pers at the Wilmot Family 
Resource Centre. 

Voting will start after the 
Christmas Tyme Parade 
in Wellesley December 13. 
Residents will have about 
a week to decide on their 
favourite designs before 
the votes are tallied on De-
cember 20 and a winner is 
chosen the next day. 

As a reminder of the 
competition, look for 
Birrell and Hill’s parade 
float as the procession be-
gins at 6:30 p.m.

death and taxes may 
be the only certainties in 
life, but you can certainly 
count on the cost of both to 
increase with regularity.

Woolwich already has its 
eye on tax hikes for 2014, 
and next year a whole host 
of fees are also on the rise, 
including those related to 
cemeteries and funerals.

If you use township fa-
cilities or services – from 
renting a soccer pitch to 

Most fees for Woolwich services to increase next year
STEVE KANNON going for a dip in the WMC 

pool – you’ll be digging 
deeper into your pocket 
next year. Most fees and 
charges are slated to go up 
by 1.5 per cent, in keeping 
with the general tax rate 
increase set last month by 
Woolwich council. 

Meeting Tuesday night, 
councillors passed the new 
charges with little debate.

Some fees, such as those 
associated with bylaw en-
forcement, will be making 
big jumps – the township 

plans to double some fees 
related to property stan-
dards issues, including ap-
peals to the property stan-
dards committee, to $250 
from $125.

Don’t get around to 
shovelling the sidewalk 
in front of your home in a 
timely fashion? You could 
be billed $150 an hour to 
have someone come out 
and do it.

Other fees will remain the 
same, staff having compared 
prices with what’s being 

charged in surrounding mu-
nicipalities. In a break from 
steady increases, most arena 
rental rates will remain un-
changed, for instance.

Given the big jump in 
costs related to processing 
gravel pit applications – 
most of the expenses relat-
ed to legal challenges – the 
township plans to increase 
the fee for a zone-change 
application to $25,000 
from $17,000.

The 47 per cent in-
crease was welcomed by 

Coun. Bonnie Bryant, who 
pointed to the extra costs 
incurred by the township.

Questioned about the 
rationale for the increase by 
Coun. Mark Bauman, direc-
tor of engineering and plan-
ning Dan Kennaley said the 
new fee would be compa-
rable to what’s charged in 
other municipalities with 
many demands for gravel 
pit operations.

“We’re quite satisfied 
that the $25,000 is quite 
justified by the amount of 

staff time involved,” he 
said, adding the fee is de-
fensible.

He noted that once an 
application goes to the On-
tario Municipal Board, as 
has been the case in Wool-
wich of late, the municipal-
ity can no longer go to the 
developer for legal or staff 
costs related to the review 
of the applicant’s request 
or supporting documenta-
tion. Some of that can be 
offset by adjusting the pro-
cessing costs at the onset.

With a display that includes Santa Claus (Jaden Pretorius), Janessa Pretorius hopes the trophy will be hers once again. Voting on 
Wellesley’s best-decorated house began on Friday.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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Many other models to choose from • Free lessons on any machine purchased • Sewing Baskets • Scissors

CHRISTMAS SALE

• 30 Stitch Computerized Machine
• Start/Stop Button & Speed Control 
• Needle Up/Down Button 
• Bonus Quilting Kit 
• Extension Table & Hard Case

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Tuesday..............9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday to Friday...........9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday................................9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

W

E SERVICE WHAT WE SE

LL

TEL. 5198846981

$549.95

SUV1108 Four DLG

• Superior Utility Value
• 8 utility stitches
• 4 step built-in buttonhole
• Metal frame construction
• Bonus 1/4" foot & walking foot

$229.95

• 3 or 4 Thread overlock
• Easy Lay-in threading
• Colour-coded thread paths
• Built-in rolled hem plate
• Auto tension release

$429.95

FREDERICK ST. MALL,  KITCHENER

Serving the K-W Area for Over 35 Years

2030 QDC

Specializing in Diversity 
& Cultural Inclusivity

Registered Play, Art &
Music Therapists

INDIVIDUALS (INCLUDING CHILDREN), COUPLES, FAMILIES AND GROUPS
COUNSELLING SERVICES FOR:

For a complete list of services available visit us at:
www.glebecentre.wlu.ca

Newly 
Established
Counselling 

Centre

177 Albert Street West
Corner of Albert St., W. & Seagram Dr.
519-884-0710 x4967

Walk-In every Thursday 1:45 – 7:00 | Last appointment @ 5:30

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 16th - December 21st

Store Made 
Blackforest 

Hams (All Sizes)                                                    

Fresh “Local”

$2.99 Ib.
/$6.59kg.

Grade “A” 
Turkeys    

Store Made

$2.99 Ib.
/$6.59kg.

Fresh Breakfast 
Sausages

Store Made

Maple Smoked 
Bacon

Store Made

Bone in Ham
Ib.
/$7.25kg.

Fresh “Local”

Farm Raised 
Geese

$5.79 Ib.
/$12.76kg.

$3.29$1.79
Ib./$3.95kg. SK

INL
ES

S

Ib./$5.50kg.SK
IN

 O
N $2.49

$4.99 Ib.
/$11.00kg.

Plans for a subdivision 
on the west side of Mary-
hill, unveiled at a public 
meeting Tuesday night, 
have some of the neigh-
bours worried about its im-
pact on existing neighbour-
hoods and surrounding 
natural environment.

Sunset Hills Estates 
(855384 Ontario Ltd.) wants 
to build 38 single-family 
homes on a 29-acre (11.8 
hectare) portion of a prop-
erty that totals 82 acres, 
with 52 acres to remain as 
agricultural land outside 
the settlement boundaries. 
The portion to be devel-
oped is within the Maryhill 
urban area, and has long 
been zoned for residential 
development.

In fact, the land has a 
history of development 
proposals dating back  to 
at least 1978, director of 
engineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley said at this 
week’s planning meeting. 
The applicant is looking for 
zone changes that would 
see the designation of open 
space to protect an existing 
pond and maintain a link 
to a wetland area to the 
north.

The lands are on the west 
side of the village, and would 
see the extension westward 
of Zingervilla Place and  a 

Plan would bring 38-home subdivision to Maryhill
Residents raise 
concerns about 
impact of project 
unveiled at  
public meeting 
this week

STEVE KANNON

link to Homestead Drive, 
providing two entrances into 
the subdivision.

The plan of subdivision 
calls for a 1.5-acre park at 
the southeast portion of 
the land, a plot that cur-
rently fronts on Homestead 
Drive.

The lots, a minimum of 
a half-acre in size, would 
be serviced by municipal 
water from the existing 
system on the east side 
of Maryhill Road at St. 
Boniface Drive. The homes 
would be on private septic 
systems.

Simon Hasiu, who along 
with Sasa Filipovic, would 
develop the project and 
build the custom homes, 
said bungalows would start 
at 2,800 square feet, with 
two-story houses from 
3,800 sq. ft.

Hugh Handy, a planner 

with the GSP Group, said 
the goal is to use the rolling 
topography of the area to the 
best advantage while pro-
tecting the natural features.

“We want to enhance 
what is there right now, 
and make sure we protect 
the natural environment,” 
he said.

In response to a question 
from Coun. Bonnie Bryant, 
Handy said the applicant 
would be working with 
the Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority to mitigate 
issues such as road salt’s 
impact on the environment 
and providing a corridor 
for wildlife such as turtles 
to travel between the two 
wetlands once a new road 
is introduced.

The development’s 
impact on the natural sur-
roundings was front and 
center for residents who 

were out at Woolwich coun-
cil chambers to provide 
feedback about the project.

Gary Embro, a resident 
for 38 years, while not op-
posed to the subdivision, 
expressed concerns about 
the effects on groundwater.

The installation of a 
municipal drain a few 
years ago led to a marked 
decrease in the level of the 
pond, he said, suggesting 
the subdivision could spell 
the end of the wetland.

“I predict that that pond 
won’t be there in five years,” 
said Embro, noting the cur-
rent topography allows wa-
ter to run downhill into the 
pond. “I’m worried what’s 
going to happen when that 
hill is worked on.”

Of the project itself, he 
predicted it could take 10 

Draft plan of subdivision for the Sunset Hills Estastes development proposed for the west side of Maryhill.

MARYHILL | 5

Call for your FREE estimate
519.669.8776 ~ ELMIRA

www.dentechelectric.com

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Warm wishes to all of you 
for a joyous holiday season.

Many thanks for your 
continued patronage.

DEADLINE FOR THE 
21ST & 24TH EDITION IS 
WEDNESDAY AT 5PM
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POLICE BLOTTER

No Woolwich 
funding for  
biogas group

In order to draw on a $25,000 letter 
of credit posted by Woolwich Bio-En, 
the citizen liaison committee (CLC) 
created to provide public input wants 
Woolwich council to put up the same 
amount. 

Under the Environmental Review 
Tribunal of Ontario decision that 
created the group, it can only draw 
money put up by the company if 
it’s matched dollar-for-dollar by 

contributions for the public or by 
Woolwich Township. Furthermore, 
the money can be used only to fund 
technical, engineering or scientific 
advice or review.

Discussing the request made by CLC 
member Marg Tassy Kreller, councillors 
meeting this week expressed concerns 
about the arrangement, despite 
her assurances the group would be 
unlikely to draw on the money, prefer-
ring to “play nice in the sandbox” with 
the operators of an Elmira biogas plant 
now under construction.

Councillors didn’t appear ready, 
however, to turn over public money 
to a group that, unlike the Chemtura 

Public Advisory Committee (CPAC), 
isn’t under the control of the township.

“I’m concerned about a non-
committee of council having access 
to public funds,” said Coun. Mark 
Bauman.

Councillors turned down the request, 
looking for more information.

School seeks  
solar array

Woodland Christian High School 
near Breslau is the latest institution 
seeking a rooftop solar array, with 
plans to include generating capacity 

atop a building expansion now under 
construction.

Principal John Van Pelt was at 
Woolwich council this week seeking 
municipal endorsement for the project, 
the better to secure a contract under 
the province’s Feed-in Tariff (FiT) 
program. 

The array would generate some 100 
kilowatts.

While council backed the plan, it did 
so with proviso the school take any 
responsibility for glare that may effect 
drivers on nearby Highway 7, with 
Coun. Mark Bauman pushing for the 
clause to indemnify the township from 
any problems.

Council meetings 
to rotate venues

Seeking to address concerns that 
Breslau residents feel ignored by the 
municipality, which can seem more 
Elmira-centric, Coun. Bonnie Bryant 
suggested this week that two or three 
council meetings be held in Breslau each 
year. That sentiment was expanded 
to move the meetings elsewhere – 
Breslau, Maryhill or Bloomingdale, for 
instance – three times a year to make 
council more accessible to those who 
live a fair distance from Elmira.

Councillors also asked staff to attempt 

D E C E M B E R  3

12:00 AM | Sometime 
overnight, unknown suspects stole 
scrap wire and metal valuing ap-
proximately $400 from a business 
located on Howard Avenue in 
Elmira. Anyone with information is 
asked to contact police at 519-653-
7700, ext. 2299.

8:51 AM | A transport truck 
struck a car at the intersection of 
Church and Arthur streets in Elmira. 
The northbound truck was making 
a left turn from Arthur Street South 
onto Church Street East when it 
struck the car that was stopped 
in the through lane at the same 
intersection, pulling off its bumper. 
The truck’s driver did not stop the 
vehicle. Police are investigating. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to call the police at 519-653-7700, 
ext. 2299.

to pick dates that would coincide with 
agenda items that might be of interest 
to a particular community at the time of 
the meeting.

Changes will work around plans 
for seven rather than three televised 
session in 2014.

Clarification

The matching funds for donations to 
the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market Vendor 
Relief Fund, administered by the 
Kitchener Waterloo Community Fund, 
are being provided by the Mersynergy 
Charitable Foundation and a local 
anonymous donor.

Be on the lookout for counterfeit 
$20 bills in region, police warn
Waterloo Regional 
Police Service in part-
nership with the Bank of 
Canada is reminding the 
public and retailers to pay 
close attention to the bank 
notes they receive. A num-
ber of counterfeit $20 notes 
from the most recent series 
of paper bank notes (with 
the metallic stripe) have 
been passed in Waterloo 
Region over the last few 
weeks. 

Police are advising 
retailers and the public 
to check two or more se-
curity features. The $20 
counterfeits can be easily 
detected when compared 
with a note that you know 
is genuine. All denomina-
tions in this series have 
the same security fea-
tures. Once you know how 
to check the features on 
one note, you know how 
to check any denomina-
tion. It takes only minutes 
to learn how and a few 
seconds to check your 
money. Checking cash is 
a quick and reliable deter-
rent to counterfeiting, 
police say.

This series of paper bank 
notes has reliable security 
features to verify, includ-
ing: 

Metallic stripe – tilt the 
note back and forth. The 
numbers and maple leaves 
change colour; 

Raised ink – Feel for the 
thicker ink on the large 
number, the shoulders 
of the portrait and the 
text “BANK OF CANADA 
BANQUE DU CANADA;”

Ghost image – Hold the 
bill up to the light and 
look through it. A small 
watermark of the portrait 
appears;

Security thread – Hold 
the bill up to the light and 
look through it. The dashes 
on the back of the note be-
come a solid line.

Training materials on 
counterfeit detection are 
available by calling the 
Bank of Canada’s toll-free 
number at 1-888-513-
8212. Materials can also 
be downloaded from the 
Bank’s website at: www.
bankofcanada.ca.
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3:52 PM | A Volvo rear-ended 
a tractor-trailer that was stopped 
for traffic at Lobsinger Line and 
Herrgott Road in St. Clements. The 
driver of the Volvo was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’ No one was 
injured. 

4:46 PM | A 52-year-old 
Cambridge woman driving a white 
Chevrolet Lumina crashed her car 
while eastbound on Bridge Street  
in Woolwich Township. The driver 
lost control of the vehicle on the 
icy roadway and hit a guardrail but 
was not injured. No charges were 
laid. 

D E C E M B E R  7

2:00 PM | A 17-year-old girl 
flipped her vehicle at Mallott Road 
and Bricker School Line in Wellesley 
Township. The gravel road was 
frozen with mud and ruts, with 
the driver’s lack of experience 
contributing to the accident, police 
said. She was not injured and no 
charges were laid.

DRIVER INJURED IN ELMIRA REAR-ENDER

A driver was taken to the hospital for neck pain after being rear-ended at Arthur and Church streets in Elmira on December 5. The driver of 
the trailing vehicle was charged with ‘careless driving.’ [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner | Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819
Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

ISA Arborculture Certified

Storm damaged
fallen trees/branches

Cutting/removal

Storm damaged
fallen trees/branches

Cutting/removal

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Stumping and 
Grinding

Stumping and 
Grinding

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning
Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning

T S D

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 12th Annual

New Year’s
Skills Camp
Thursday & Friday
January 2 & 3, 2014

REGISTER NOW:

for boys and girls
age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

or 15 years to build out,  a 
long time for residents to 
live with the  mess, traffic 
and noise of construction. 

For Gord Kaster, who 
runs a livestock farm to 
the west of the proposed 
development, the subdivi-
sion brings the prospect 
of  people moving from 
urban areas looking for a 
rural lifestyle without real-
izing that rural life means 
noisy cows and the smell 
of manure being spread, 
for instance. He suggested 
a system, perhaps in the 
deeds, to notify homebuy-
ers about the realities of 
living next to an agricul-
tural area.

He, too, pointed to the 
potential impact on drink-
ing wells should the project 
go in, suggesting a collective 
municipal treatment system 
would be better than indi-
vidual septic tanks.

The meeting December 
10 was for information 
purposes only, with council 
making no decision on the 
matter. Kennaley noted 
that all of the issues raised 
at the meeting would be 
taken into account when 
staff assesses the suitabil-
ity of the project, drafting a 
recommendation report for 
councillors at a later date 
once all feedback has been 
received.

FROM | 4

MARYHILL: 
Residents air 
concerns at 
public meeting
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921 Katherine St. N, West Montrose | 519.669.3388

May you enjoy a glad and 
glorious Yuletide season. We 
have truly valued your kind 

support this year.

Peace Be With You

Wish to announce  
the following  

Holiday Hours:

Dr. Carole Wilkinson
& Dr. Chad Chhatwal

O P T O M E T R I S T

Warmest Season’s Greetings!

CLOSED 
Dec. 25th, 26th & Jan. 1st.

CLOSED AT 12:30  
Dec. 24th & Dec. 31st.

Linwood | 519-698-2000

from

“Where Quality Comes First”

3044 Sawmill Rd., St. Jacobs, ON
519-664-3711

Wishing You A 
Merry Christmas

31 David St., Wellesley | 519.656.2909

HILLCREST

2192 Floradale Road | 519-669-1381 

Home Baking

Follow the 
Christmas star 
to a happy and 
fulfilling holiday 

season. We 
sincerely value 
your patronage 

this year, and look 
forward to seeing 

you again soon.

Behold the Christmas SpiritBehold the Christmas Spirit

We wish you and 
your families a 
very Merry 
Christmas 
from all of 
us at

Paul & Adèle’s

1540 Floradale Rd., Elmira 
519.669.5105 | www.mgmill.com 

May you find yourself at the center 
of good tidings this holiday. 

Thanks for your support 
this past year.

IN THE SPIRIT OF 
Christmas
IN THE SPIRIT OF 
Christmas
IN THE SPIRIT OF 
Christmas

Sulphur Products

www.ccc-group.com | 60 First St. E., Elmira | 519-669-1332

Here’s hoping every 
happiness comes 

your way throughout 
this holiday season 

and beyond.

18 Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-2561

...And many thanks to our
good friends, everywhere.

Happy Holidays!

GERBER
AUCTIONS LTD.

Phone.......519.699.4451
or 519.698.0138

Cell............519.498.7126

 
• Real Estate • Farm • Estate

Wishing you and 
your families a

 Merry Christmas
a Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous 

New Year 
from all of us at

22 Second Street, Elmira | 519.669.1217

Wishing You

HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS

MERRY CHRISTMAS | HAPPY NEW YEAR | MERRY CHRISTMAS | HAPPY NEW YEAR

SEASON’S GREETINGS | SEASON’S GREETINGS | SEASON’S GREETINGS | SEASON’S GREETINGS
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Dr. Lawrence Mohan
F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T  

2 Park Ave. E.
Elmira
519.669.2961

Dr. Lawrence Mohan, Family Dentist, & his staff 
wish their patients & friends a...

 Merry Christmas
& Happy Healthy

New Year

85

17

New Jerusalem Rd

St. Jacobs
Country Gardens1661 New Jerusalem Rd.

Elmira |519.664.0404 

www.stjacobscountrygardens.com

DISCLAIMER: All sales are valid until December 24, 2013. Product cannot be held or reserved at the garden centre without full payment. Sale product is limited to
in-stock items only, special order items are available at full price. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

STORE HOURS: Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm
Fridays 9am-8pm | Saturday 9am-5pm
Sunday 11am-4pm

BUY 2

FREE
GET THE

all poinsettias and Christmas �oral
(of equal or lesser value)

3RD30%
Christmas Ornaments & Giftware

OFF ALL
Dried & Everlasting Christmas Branches

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Harold Albrecht 
welcomes the idea of put-
ting more power back in 
the hands of individual 
members, saying he likes 
the idea behind fellow Con-
servative Michael Chong’s 
Reform Act.

Chong, who represents 
Wellington-Halton Hills, 
introduced his Private 
Member’s bill last week, 
looking to reverse decades 
of centralized control in 
the prime minister’s office 
by returning power to indi-
vidual MPs.

The proposals in the Re-
form Act would reinforce 
the principle of responsible 
government. It would 
make the executive more 
accountable to the legisla-
ture and ensure that party 
leaders maintain the con-
fidence of their caucuses, 
said Chong in rolling out 
his bill.

The Reform Act, which 
would amend  the Canada 
Elections Act and the Par-
liament of Canada Act, pro-
poses three main reforms: 
restoring local control 
over party nominations, 
strengthening caucus as 
decision-making body, and 
reinforcing the account-
ability of party leaders to 
their caucuses.

Some of the proposed 
measures would put the 
power to select candidates 
in the hands of local rid-
ing associations, removing 
the veto from the PMO, 
and institute a leadership 
review if 15 per cent of cau-

Albrecht supports intent 
of bill to reform Parliament, 
restore power to MPs
Fellow Conservative Michael Chong’s proposal would 
reverse decades of centralization in PM's office

STEVE KANNON

cus members voted to go 
that route.

Albrecht said there 
seems to be support 
for the bill among his 
colleagues, though he 
expects the proposed leg-
islation to get a full airing 
in committee, as there are 
still some questions out-
standing. It’s important, 
he noted, to hear from the 
grassroots, both in review-
ing the bill and ensuring 
that the party members 
continue to have a say in 
the process.

The Parliamentary struc-
ture, he noted, allows for 
varied input and different 
perspectives, ensuring the 
bill will be fully vetted.

“Overall, I do support the 
intent of the bill,” he said 
this week from his Ottawa 
office.

In trying to get a handle 
on what his colleagues 
think of Chong’s bill, Al-
brecht says it’s “tough to 

measure” at this point 
– “some are supportive, 
some are leery.”

“I would say it’s some-
where around 50-50,” he 
said, adding that he ex-
pects MPs would be free to 
vote their will should the 
bill get that far. “I doubt 
very much that it would be 
a whipped vote.”

Albrecht said he’ll have 
to become better-versed in 
the technical aspects of the 
Westminster system and 
the history of how power 
was divvied up in Parlia-
ment. 

Chong, who has long 
studied the matter, main-
tains his reforms would 
simply restore powers that 
were norm prior to increas-
ing centralization in the 
last 30 or 40 years.

“He has an incredible 
knowledge of this,” Al-
brecht said of Chong. “I 
think this is going to be a 
great discussion.”

er this year.
A freeze on the water 

rates was possible despite 
an expected 4.9 per cent 
increase in the bulk water 
rates from Waterloo Re-
gion, which accounts for 
61 per cent of Woolwich’s 
operating costs, due to 
some cost controls on the 
portion of expenditures the 
township does control, he 
explained.

For instance, having 
offloaded the cost of wa-
ter meter installations 
to private contractors 
– most new homes now 
have the meters installed 
when the plumbing is 

done – the township’s 
costs are down some 54 
per cent. These kinds of 
savings are being passed 
on to water ratepayers, 
said Petherick.

Responding  to Mayor 
Todd Cowan’s question 
about how Woolwich’s 
rates compare to Wellesley 
and North Dumfries town-
ships, where the water and 
wastewater services are 
handled directly by the Re-
gion of Waterloo, Petherick 
noted the local water rates 
are not the highest, while 
the wastewater rates are.

Coun. Allan Poffenroth 
suggested, as he has in 
previous years, that the 
township look at outsourc-

RATES: Township making forays into e-billing
FROM | COVER ing meter reading or going 

with electronic options if 
that would reduce costs, 
likewise advocating for pa-
perless billing.

Petherick noted the 
township’s e-billing ef-
forts are in their “infan-
cy,” though hesitated at 
Poffenroth’s suggestion 
Woolwich look at offering 
a discount to customers 
who opt to receive their 
bills electronically rather 
than by post. Instead, he 
pointed to some utilities 
that charge extra for a 
paper bill, arguing that 
discounts would erode 
any of the savings that 
could come from shifting 
to an electronic format.

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht, seen here at last weekend's Santa Claus parade in 
Elmira, sees an interesting debate ahead over Reform Act. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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650 Riverbend Road 
Suite B, Kitchener

519-884-4445
www.rlb.ca

To all of our clients and friends, 
we wish a happy holiday and
the very best for the new year!

www.dunnheating.com

75 Rankin St.
Waterloo 519-746-6000

from

SYD SNIDER
OWNER/MANAGER

100 Bonnie Crescent, Elmira  |  519.669.1949

THE ELMIRA SANTA CLAUS PARADE SPONSORED BY THE ELMIRA KIWANIS CLUB

Merry     
 times in   
Elmira

Santa addresses the Elmira crowd at last weekend’s parade through town.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Participants in the parade include the Elmira’s Venturers with their Duck Dynasty themed float, the Elmira Sugar Kings (Justin Cooke) and an assortment of colourful entertainers. 
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5205 Ament Ln., Linwood  |  519-698-2215

Wishing you a 
safe and Happy 

Holiday!

35 Howard Avenue, Elmira

519-669-3232

Prince of Peace
At this time of year, let us remember the true 

meaning of Christmas — the miracle of a babe, 
born in a manager. May his love ring 

out to the world. Peace on Earth, 
good will towards men.

TRUCK & TRAILER REPAIR & MAINTENANCE

270 Arthur St. N.,
Elmira, ON

519.669.8420
After Hours Cell:

519.577.1459

Warmest
thoughts & 
best wishes

for a great Holiday

THE ELMIRA SANTA CLAUS PARADE SPONSORED BY THE ELMIRA KIWANIS CLUB

Merry     
 times in   
Elmira Waving kids and Flapjack the EMSF mascot brought a smile to onlookers. 

Marchers big and small heralded the holiday season. 

As usual, kids piled on the hay bales to wave and spread holiday cheer to those gathered for the parade.  
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*Limited time discount of $500 on cash purchase, financed purchase or lease (on approved credit, through Volkswagen Finance) of any new and unregistered 2013 or 2014 Volkswagen model. Discount will be 
applied in establishing the final negotiated price. Certain conditions apply. At participating dealers. **Limited time lease offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, based on a new and 
unregistered 2014 Jetta 2.0L base model with 5-speed manual transmission. $1,395 freight and PDI included in monthly payment. 48-month term at 1.9% APR. $220 security deposit, first monthly payment, $1,005 
down payment or equivalent trade-in, including $29 EHF (tires), $5 OMVIC fee, $58 PPSA fee and up to $499 dealer administrative fee, due at lease inception. Total lease obligation: $9,069. 64,000 kilometre 
allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. License, insurance, registration, options and applicable taxes are extra. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers end 
January 2, 2014 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Model shown: 2013 Jetta 2.5L Highline, $26,618. Vehicle may not be exactly as shown. Visit vw.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. 

“Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Das Auto & Design” and “Jetta” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2013 Volkswagen Canada.

2014 Jetta

$1,005 
down payment

per month for 
48 months**
+HST$168

Lease from

1.9%
APR

Every day is one 
less day to get a 

$500 Holiday Gift 
with all models.*

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements
“ In the heart of  Mennonite Country - just minutes from the St. Jacob's Farmer's Market. "

Tues~Wed 10-6  •  Thurs~Fri 10-8  •  Sat 10-5  •  Closed Sun & Mon  

519•218•2188  / www.in-season.ca

• Seasonal Garden Stakes 
• Wreaths & Welcome Pillars
• Lanterns, Candles & Cards• Artisans’ Creations

• CHRISTmas Gifts
• Stocking Stuffers

Holiday Hours
Dec. 23 • 10:00 - 6:00

Dec. 27 • 10:00 - 8:00

Dec. 29 - Jan. 1 • Closed
Jan. 2 • Regular Hours Resume

Dec. 24 • 10:00 - 2:00
Dec. 25 - Dec. 26 • Closed

Dec. 28 • 10:00 - 5:00

Limited to instock inventory only - quantities are limited - sale ends December 24th

Save 20% on
All Christmas Decor

K&K Liquidation and Auction Ltd.
WINTER HOURS | FRIDAYS 10AM-6PM | SATURDAYS 9AM-4PM

[From South of Lobsinger Ln. onto Hergott Rd., then onto Industrial Cres.]

1011 Industrial Cres., Unit 3,
ST. CLEMENTS519-699-6084

 
 

  
 

 

Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs.-Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5
visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 
519-699-4590

For a group of EDSS 
students it’s the sound of 
bandsaws and sanders, not 
sleigh bells, that are her-
alding the holiday season 
and the spirit of giving. In 
the workshop, Alex Der-
ma’s Grade 11 classes create 
wooden toys and games 
for charity for the last five 
years, this time for inclu-
sion in Woolwich Commu-
nity Services’ Christmas 
hampers, which will be put 
together next week at Lions 
Hall in Elmira.

It’s an activity that never 
fails to fire-up his students. 
Putting that extra care and 
detail into a game set, a 
puppet, a toy wooden car 
or plane is part of knowing 
the objects may be in some-
one’s hands and home for a 

Call them Santa’s little helpers
EDSS students make like elves by creating wooden toys with their own hands, then donating to those in need

ELENA MAYSTRUK long time. 
“In the beginning they 

are very unsure of it: ‘Toys? 
Why build toys?’ and then 
once it gets closer to Christ-
mas they all start really 
embracing it. Then we talk 
about the charity that we 
want to donate to as we 
move along. Then we go to 
the place, where they see 
how much need there is in 
the community. They get 
to see firsthand what is re-
quired out there that they 
never got to experience 
before,” Derma said. 

Students research a dif-
ferent charity every year 
and make a field trip out 
of the delivery. Last year’s 
toys and games went to a 
Waterloo women’s shelter. 

“WCS, it’s their commu-
nity, they know a lot of the 
families in the community 

to support, so it kind of 
creates a little bit more of 
an attachment. Part of the 
rule is that they have to go 
so they see and experience 
the event itself.” 

On Wednesday, Breanna 
Michael was putting the 
finishing touches on a 
Jenga game, even carving 
the word ‘Jenga’ into every 
piece.  

“It is Christmastime so 
it’s always nice to do some-
thing [for others]. Most 
classes, you just kind of go 
to and learn, but you don’t 
do much for Christmas 
other than decorate the 
classroom, so it’s always 
nice to give back to the 
community too – they 
help out a lot here at the 
school. There’s a lot of kids 

EDSS students Eric Brubacher (left) and Jordan Frey hold up a couple of their contributions to the toy drive, part of the WCS goodwill hamper 
program.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]TOYS |  14
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DR. ANH LE   |   DR. LINDA VO   |   DR. GREGORY MASON
77 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  |  PH. 519-669-1577

w w w . a r t h u r s t r e e t d e n t a l . c a

Wishing you and your family 
a Magical Christmas and a 

Wonderful New Year.
May the joys and blessing 

of the Holiday season continue 
into the new year.

We thank you for a successful 2013. 
We are privileged to be entrusted with 

your dental care. See you in 2014.

Merry Christmas!

153 Country Hill Drive, Unit 2A Kitchener, ON  N2E 2G7

Do not be afraid. 

I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord.  

Luke 2:10,11 NIV

ALBRECHT
Member of Parliament, Kitchener—Conestoga

Harold

www.HaroldAlbrechtMP.ca
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 3435 Broadway St., Hawkesville 

519-699-4641

This holiday season, we gratefully pause to
wish you the many blessings of Christmas and a 

peaceful and a prosperous new year.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
And A Safe Holiday Season

FROM EVERYONE AT ...

Christmas
Decorating Safety Tips
Avoid overloading wall outlets.

Unplug lights when leaving 
your home or when going to bed.

Use only cool burning, 
energy-efficient bulbs.

Use only lights that are CSA approved. 
Check  them prior to use and repair 
or replace any damaged plugs, 
sockets, wiring or bulbs.

HELP PREVENT NEEDLESS INJURY
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We hope this holiday 
season brings 
many 
beautiful 
surprises.

519.669.1461 | 64 Howard Ave, Elmira

Have a Wonderful

Thank you for 
making our 
year a very 
bright one.

ECRA/ESA# 7000404

Seasons Greetings
From the staff at Wallenstein Feed & Supply

Located in the Forest Glen Plaza
31-700 Strasburg Rd. Kitchener

Kitchener | 519-208-2233

www.OnceUponAChildKitchener.com

Mon.-Fri. 9:30am - 8:00pm  
Sat. 9:30am - 5:30pm
Sun.12:00pm - 5:00pm

SALESALE 5050ClearanceClearance All specially
marked items
All specially

marked items

HUNDREDS of 
Items Still Left!
HUNDREDS of 
Items Still Left!

Applies only to
clothing & apparel.

Applies only to
clothing & apparel.

areare %%
OFFOFF

SALE ENDS DECEMBER 23RD, 2013.SALE ENDS DECEMBER 23RD, 2013.

HEATING & AIR CONDITONING

from Mike 
Krukowski

36 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Propane & Natural 
Gas Piping

Air Purification 
Systems

3836 Manser Rd., Linwood | 519-698-1137

Greetings of 
the Season
Greetings of 
the Season

BRESLAU PS STUDENTS GET INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT

Breslau PS was one of the first local schools to roll out their annual Christmas concert on Dec. 11. Top: Kate Broderick (Grade 6) is the Grinch who stole Christmas, Shereen Knechtel plays 
holiday violin music, Elliot Courtney sing with his class and Grade 4 student Meredith playing a carol on the recorder.  [ELENA MAYSRUK / THE OBSERVER]

DEADLINE FOR THE 
21ST & 24TH EDITION IS 
WEDNESDAY AT 5PM
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Quality Old Fashioned Service
Solid as a Rock!

25 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira | 519-669-5377

Wishing everyone peace & joy this Christmas 
Season. Thank you for your patronage.

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

ELMIRA
TRUCK 

SERVICE

Here Comes
Christmas!

As we deck the halls & trim
the tree we want to share
with you our appreciation

for you business.

It’s been a pleasure to serve you.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.

519.747.2280 | brian.blshantz@golden.net

1070 Industrial Cres., St. Clements 
TEL: 519.699-9496

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 

New Year from 
all of us at:

Thank
You for your 
patronage.

A no-stopping zone 
will be put in place in 
front of Breslau Public 
School to eliminate traffic 
congestion and a safety 

who did try to do a lot 
more. It was cool to 
see all of the projects 
come together,” she 
said. 

“When you are do-
ing it for a charity, you 
want to work a little 
bit harder to make 
sure it’s perfect,” said 
student Mackenzie 
Stumpf . 

He made four toys 
for the drive, two cars 
and two peg IQ games. 

By midweek a box 
of small wooden 
board games and toys 
was filling up nicely. 
With 30 students in 
the class committing 
to making at least 
one object, Derma 
hopes to have about 
40 toys to deliver to 
Lions Hall next week. 

No-stopping zone approved out front of Breslau PS
STEVE KANNON concern as parents jockey 

to drop off and pick up 
their children.

The zone approved De-
cember 10 by Woolwich 
council will prohibit stop-
ping at all times on the 

west side of Joseph Street, 
extending 49 metres from 
Shields Street.

The changes come at 
the request of the school’s 
principal, deputy clerk Val 
Hummel said in present-

ing the recommendation to 
councillors. 

Beyond the school issue, 
the area, with overhanging 
trees and some visibility 
concerns, is not a suitable 
spot to park, she added.

“At any time, it’s not a great 
place for anyone to park.”

Coun. Mark Bauman, 
noting a walkway that ex-
tends from Shields Street 
to the school, suggested 
parents use that point to 
drop-off and pick up their 
children, adding that the 
township has had similar 
issues at other schools, as 
parents jockey to get as 
close as possible.

Expanding on that com-
ment, Mayor Todd Cowan 
said the school board 
should be looking at solu-

tions rather than making 
it the municipality’s prob-
lem to deal with. As an 
example, he pointed to the 
drop-off area built at St. Te-
resa Catholic Elementary 
School in Elmira.

In a related matter, Hum-
mel noted the school has 
also requested a crossing 
guard. Preliminary counts 
find there’s not enough 
traffic to warrant one, but 
Hummel said she wants 
to do another study before 
making a final recommen-
dation on the request.

TOYS: Students show their 
handiwork, help others
FROM | 10

Breanna Michael hold up a meticulously-crafted 
game piece.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira man charged in 
death of Austin Padaric
An Elmira man has been 
charged in connection with 
the drug-overdose death 
last April of a Wellesley 
teen.

Quin James Kurtz, 20, 
was charged this week by 
Waterloo Regional Police 
homicide detectives with 
manslaughter, criminal 
negligence causing death, 
and intimidating a justice 
system participant in con-
nection with the death of 
Austin Padaric.

Padaric, 17, died in a 
Hamilton hospital on April 
12 of a suspected drug 
overdose after suffering a 
medical emergency while 
attending a party at Kurtz’s 
Elmira apartment a week 
earlier. 

Following his death, po-
lice launched an investiga-
tion into the circumstances 
surrounding his death, and 
in November police re-
ceived the final results of a 
forensics report. Homicide 

investigators became in-
volved and on December 10, 
Kurtz was arrested on the 
new charges, according to a 
police release Thursday.

Following the incident on 
April 6 that led to Padaric’s 
death, Kurtz was arrested 
and charged with traffick-
ing in controlled substances 
(morphine), production 
of marijuana, possession 
for the purpose of traffick-
ing (x2), possession of a 
controlled substance and 
breach of probation. 

 A search warrant exe-
cuted at his home resulted 
in police seizing numerous 
controlled substances in-
cluding marijuana, mor-
phine, and psilocybin. 

 The investigation is 
ongoing, and police ask 
anyone with information  
to contact the homicide 
branch at 519-650-8500, 
ext. 8666 or anonymously 
through Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.
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AD NUMBER:
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BE YOUR OWN SANTA

REGION: ONTARIO

Title:

Due Date: dec 3

BAN Bancroft Times

DUW Durham Wheels

WOO Elmira/Woolwich Observer

FFT Fort Frances Times

HTE Hawksbury Tribune Express

VPR Rockland Vision (Prescott Russell)

SSN Scugog Standard

SNL Sudbury Northern Life

TIL Tilbury Times

WAN Wawa Algoma Review News

¤Based on 2013/2014 EnerGuide highway fuel consumption estimates. Government of Canada test methods used. Your actual fuel consumption will vary based on powertrain, driving habits and other factors. See retailer for additional EnerGuide details. 2014 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package – Hwy: 7.9 L/100 km (36 MPG) 
and City: 12.2 L/100 km (23 MPG). 2014 Dodge Journey 2.4 L with 4-speed automatic – Hwy: 7.7 L/100 km (37 MPG) and City: 11.2 L/100 km (25 MPG). 2013 Dodge Dart AERO – Hwy: 4.8 L/100 km (59 MPG) and City: 7.3 L/100 km (39 MPG). Wise customers read the fine print: ¥, €, •, *, ∞, § The Be Your Own Santa Event offers are limited time 
offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected new and unused models purchased from participating retailers on or after December 3, 2013. Offers subject to change and may be extended without notice. All pricing includes freight ($1,595 - $1,695), air tax (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration 
fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. ¥Holiday Bonus Cash of up to $1,500 is available on most new 2013 Dodge Dart, Ram Heavy Duty trucks and FIAT models (excluding the FIAT 500 Pop and Ram Cab & Chassis) and on most new 2014 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram and FIAT models, 
excluding the following: Chrysler 200 LX, Dodge Dart, Grand Caravan CVP, Journey CVP/SE, Avenger CVP, Viper, Jeep Compass Sport 4x2/4x4, Patriot Sport 4x2/4x4, Cherokee, Ram 1500 Reg Cab trucks, Ram Cab & Chassis, Ram Cargo Van, Ram ProMaster, FIAT 500 Pop, 500C, 500T and Abarth models. Bonus Cash will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. 

See your retailer for complete details. €$10,000 in Total Discounts is available on new 2014 Ram 1500 models (excluding Reg Cab) and consists of $8,500 in Consumer Cash Discounts and $1,500 in Holiday Bonus Cash. See your retailer for complete details. •$19,995 Purchase Price applies to the new 2014 Dodge Grand 
Caravan Canada Value Package (29E) and includes $8,100 Consumer Cash Discount. $26,295 Purchase Price applies to the new 2014 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A+AGR) only and includes $8,500 Consumer Cash Discount and $1,500 Holiday Bonus Cash. $19,995 Purchase Price applies to the new 2014 Dodge Journey 
Canada Value Package (22F) only and includes $2,000 Consumer Cash Discount. $16,495 Purchase Price applies to the new 2013 Dodge Dart SE (25A) only and includes $500 Holiday Bonus Cash. *Consumer Cash Discounts are offered on select 2013/2014 vehicles and are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. 
∞NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Contest begins November 27, 2013 at 9:00:00 a.m. ET and ends February 28, 2014 at 11:59:59 p.m. ET. Contest open to legal residents of Ontario who have reached the age of majority at the time of entry. One (1) entry per person. To enter, you must visit any participating Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge 
and Ram retailer during the contest period and purchase/finance/lease any new 2012, 2013 or 2014 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge or Ram vehicle (excluding SRT Viper models). Four (4) grand prizes available to be won, each consisting of a pair of VIP tickets and trip to watch the 2014 Battle of Ontario in Ottawa on April 12, 2014. 
Tickets are for April 12 ONLY. Prize includes round trip travel for two and two night’s hotel accommodation (if required). Approx. retail value: $5,000 per prize. Mathematical skill-testing question required. For complete contest rules, including no purchase means of entry, go to: www.chrysleroffers.ca/battleofontario. §2014 Dodge 
Grand Caravan Crew Plus shown. Price includes Consumer Cash Discount. 2014 Ram 1500 Crew Cab Laramie shown. Price includes Consumer Cash Discount and $1,500 Holiday Bonus Cash. 2014 Dodge Journey R/T AWD shown. Price includes Consumer Cash Discount. 2013 Dodge Dart GT with optional 18-inch hyper black 
wheels shown. Price includes $500 Holiday Bonus Cash. ≠Based on Automotive News classification and 2013/2014 Ram 1500 3.6 L V6 4x2 and 8-speed transmission. 11.4 L/100 km (25 MPG) City and 7.8 L/100 km (36 MPG) Highway. Based on 2013 EnerGuide fuel consumption guide ratings published by Natural Resources 
Canada. Government of Canada test methods used. Your actual fuel consumption will vary based on powertrain, driving habits and other factors. Ask your retailer for complete EnerGuide information. ^Based on R. L. Polk Canada, Inc. May 2008 to September 2013 Canadian Total New Vehicle Registration data for Crossover 
Segments as defined by Chrysler Canada Inc. **Based on 2013 Ward’s upper small sedan costing under $25,000. ❖Real Deals. Real Time. Use your mobile device to build and price any model. ®Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Group LLC. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.

THE NEW 2014 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4 
CANADA’S MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT FULL-SIZE PICKUP≠

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $8,500 
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Price for 2014 Ram 1500 Crew Cab 
Laramie shown: $40,190.§

TORONTO vs. OTTAWA
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∞

(APPROX. VALUE: $5,000)

REAL DEALS. REAL TIME.
Just go to www.chrysleroffers.ca to easily find special offers, 

incentives and current inventory from your nearest retailer.❖

2014 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE PACKAGE
CANADA’S #1 SELLING CROSSOVER^

$19,995•
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES 
$2,000 CONSUMER CASH,* 
FREIGHT, AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY 
AND OMVIC FEE. TAXES 
EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER 
CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

ALL-NEW 2013 DODGE DART SE
THE MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY ADVANCED COMPACT CAR**

$16,495•
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $500 
HOLIDAY BONUS CASH,¥ FREIGHT, 
AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. 
TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER 
CHARGES MAY APPLY.+
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Price for 2014 Dodge Journey R/T AWD shown: $34,390.§

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA VALUE PACKAGE
CANADA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR 30 YEARS

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $8,100 
CONSUMER CASH,* FREIGHT, 
AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC 
FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER 
RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+
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Price for 2014 Dodge Grand Caravan 
Crew Plus shown: $30,195.§

Price for 2013 Dodge Dart GT with 
optional equipment shown: $23,890.§
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IT'S HARD NOT TO side with Scrooge (pre-
redemption) despite the Christmas season 
when one takes in all of the public-sector waste, 
corruption and incompetence on display – yet 
again – this week.

Making headlines this week were the Ontario Auditor 
General’s scathing review of Ontario Power Generation, a 
damning audit of the shenanigans at the Toronto District 
School Board and more revelations of waste at ORGNE.

The OPG situation is a classic case of bureaucrats running 
the show, heaping entitlements on entitlements, all at On-
tarians expense.

Auditor General Bonnie Lysyk exposes the goings-on at 
OPG, still the province’s largest provider of power (60 per 
cent) despite the growing list of private, alternative suppli-
ers. Her report paints a picture of a top-heavy organization 
rife with greed, nepotism, mismanagement and contempt 
for doing right by the people paying the bills.

While staffing levels fell by 8.5 per cent between 2005 and 
2012, the number of executives and senior management 
grew by 58 per cent. Senior staffers were far more likely to 
receive bonuses – as high as $1.3 million – than were those 
lower in the ranks under the organization’s annual incentive 
plan. The bonuses were paid without documentation or any 
indication why they were earned.

 Some departments were continually overstaffed, paying 
out overtime deemed unnecessary. 

A compensation-benchmarking study in 2012 found that 
base salary, cash compensation and pension benefits for a 
significant proportion of staff were excessive compared to 
market data. The Auditor General’s analysis showed that to-
tal earnings were significantly higher at OPG than total earn-
ings for comparable positions in the Ontario Public Service. 
On top of that, OPG has a gold-plated pension system: since 
2005, the employer-employee contribution ratio at OPG has 
been around 4:1 to 5:1, significantly higher than the standard 
1:1. OPG is also solely responsible for financing its pension 
deficit, now more than $555 million.

About 700 pairs or groups of OPG employees reside at the 
same address and are likely related. In some cases, OPG had 
no documentation to show whether family members of ex-
isting staff had been hired through the normal recruitment 
process. In other cases, family members were given jobs 
although they had not appeared on any interview shortlists 
following the pre-screening processes. 

Elsewhere, this is called nepotism.
Single-source contracting, undocumented bonuses, dis-

regard for mandated wage freezes ... OPG is the whole ball 
of wax when it comes to entitlements, making other parts of 
the public sector look like pikers.

That doesn’t apply to former ORNGE CEO Chris Mazza, 
who collected $9.3 million over six years, it was revealed this 
week. That number has been increasing as auditors do their 
thing.

At Canada’s largest school board, an audit found 45 per 
cent of external contracts were made without a competitive 
bidding process, contrary to the board’s own rules, with some 
79 per cent  of expenses for external contractors done through 
the director’s office failing to use the required system. 

Following the OPG report, three  senior executives were 
fired. Clearly, more need to follow, and not just for public 
relations reasons. The examples on display this week, and 
the many others that have come to light – along with the 
majority yet to be discovered – are the more extreme cases of 
the entitlement blight in the public service, and the incom-
petence of those who are elected to oversee the system.

Public sector says 
Bah! Humbug!
to Ontarians

And now for some-
thing completely differ-
ent: a spy story that isn’t 
about Edward Snowden’s 
disclosures and the U.S. 
National Security Agency’s 
surveillance of everything 
and everybody. This one 
could come straight out of 
a 1950s spy thriller: a mi-
crophone buried in a wall, 
a listening post manned by 
people with headphones, 
and transcripts of secret 
conversations delivered to 
negotiators.

Now it’s true that Aus-
tralia is a member of the 
Gang of Five, more formally 
known as the “Five Eyes” 
(the United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand), 
which share most of the in-
formation that they acquire 
through hi-tech mass sur-
veillance. That’s the kind 
of spying that Snowden’s 
leaks are about, and what-
ever Australia picks up 
through this process it 
presumably shares with its 
co-conspirators.

It was in this context that 

Justice may never be done in Australia’s brazen spy case
Australia listened to the 
phone conversations of In-
donesia’s president, Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono, his 
wife, and eight potential 
successors. When Indone-
sia recalled its ambassador 
from Canberra and pro-
tested, Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott swatted the protest 
away with the line they are 
all using now: “All govern-
ments gather information 
and all governments know 
that every other govern-
ment gathers information.”

The Indonesian reply was 
a classic. “I have news for 
you,” said Foreign Minister 
Marty Natalegawa. “We 
don’t do it. We certainly 
should not be doing it 
among friends.” He was, 
he said, deeply unhappy 
about the “dismissive an-
swer being provided” by the 
Australian government. So 
Australia has managed to 
alienate its biggest neigh-
bour, probably for no ad-
vantage to itself, just as the 
United States has alienated 
Brazil with the same tactics.

But the kind of spying 
under discussion here was 
too shameful to share even 
with the other Eyes of the 
“Anglosphere.” It was an 
Australian-only opera-
tion mounted in 2004 to 

gather information about 
the negotiating position of 
a very poor neighbouring 
country, East Timor, so that 
Australia could rip off its 
neighbour in a treaty that 
divided a rich gas field on 
the seabed between them.

The treaty in question, 
“Certain Maritime Arrange-
ments in the Timor Sea,” 
always seemed a bit pecu-
liar. The CMATS treaty gave 
Australia a half share in the 
massive Greater Sunrise 
field, which is said to be 
worth $40 billion. But that 
field lies just 100 kilometres 
(60 miles) south of East 
Timor, and 400 kilometres 
(250 miles) from Australia.

The normal rule on in-
ternational seabed rights 
would put the boundary 
equidistant between the 
two countries, but that 
would have given East 
Timor sovereignty over the 
entire gas field. Instead, 
CMATS postponed a final 
settlement of the seabed 
boundary for 50 years, 
and in the meantime gave 
Australia 50 per cent of the 
revenue from the Greater 
Sunrise field.

The existing gas field  off 
East Timor’s coast has only 
about 10 years’ life left, and 
the East Timor government 

depends on gas revenues 
for 95 per cent of its in-
come, so it was very vulner-
able in those negotiations. 
The Australian negotiators 
could exploit that vulner-
ability because they had 
daily updates on how 
desperate their Timorese 
opposite numbers were: 
the Australian Secret Intel-
ligence Service had bugged 
the prime minister’s and 
the cabinet offices.

Four ASIS operatives did 
the job, pretending to be 
part of a team of Australian 
aid workers that was reno-
vating East Timor’s govern-
ment offices. The man who 
gave the order was Austra-
lia’s foreign minister at the 
time, Alex Downer – who 
now runs a public relations 
firm that represents Wood-
side Petroleum, a major 
Australian company that 
was the main beneficiary 
of the treaty. Funny how 
things work out.

The operation would 
never have come to light if 
the former director of tech-
nical operations at ASIS, 
who led the bugging opera-
tion, had not had an attack 
of conscience on learning 
of Downer’s link to Wood-

DYER | 19

With rates taking a big jump yet again, some residents are rediscovering tried-and-true methods of reducing water use rather than simply flushing money away.
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Chong's bill just one step in much-needed reform of Canada's Parliament

Stephen Harper’s 
autocratic ways are 
likely to put him in the 
same company as Brian 
Mulroney as the country’s 
most reviled former prime 
ministers. His tendencies 
are also likely to bolster 
support for Conserva-
tive MP Michael Chong’s 
(Wellington-Halton Hills) 
Reform Act, which would 
restore power to Parlia-
ment that’s been leached 
away by successive PMOs 
in recent years.

The Reform Act pro-
poses three main reforms: 
Restoring local control 
over party nominations, 
strengthening caucus as a 
decision-making body, and 
reinforcing the account-
ability of party leaders to 
their caucuses. The Reform 
Act amends two Acts of 
Parliament: The Canada 
Elections Act and the Par-
liament of Canada Act.

Chong has been clear 
that his Private Member’s 
bill comes not as a reac-
tion to the Senate scandal 

and other undemocratic, 
unethical and possibly il-
legal activities perpetrated 
by Harper’s office. He’s 
been working on reform 
for many years, and the 
changes he’s proposing 
would not come into effect 
until after the next elec-
tion, when Harper is likely 
to be gone.

Still, politics is often like 
comedy: timing is every-
thing. With Harper losing 
his grasp on power, govern-
ment and even his own cau-
cus, now is a good time for 
the many MPs who’ve been 
chafing under the PMO’s 
rule – Harper’s band of 
wayward partisans in short 
pants – to finally stand up 
for themselves. That action 
may come only because 
fewer of them fear the ret-
ribution of the PMO makes 
the changes no less valid.

Chong himself is no 
stranger to conflict with 
the PM, having resigned his 
post in cabinet in 2006 to 
protest Harper’s motion to 
recognize Quebec as a na-
tion within Canada, saying 
he believes in “one nation, 
undivided, called Canada.”

As Chong points out, 
since Confederation, 
numerous and gradual 

changes have eroded the 
power of the Members of 
Parliament and centralized 
it in the party leaders’ of-
fices. As a result, the ability 
of Members of Parliament 
to carry out their function 
has been curtailed by party 
leadership structures. The 
Reform Act proposes to 
address this problem by 
restoring power to elected 
Members of Parliament.

“In Canada, citizens 
exercise only one fran-
chise, one vote: A vote 
for their local Member of 
Parliament. And they right-
fully expect that their local 
member be responsive to 
their views,” he says.

“However, evidence 
demonstrates that Canadi-
ans are becoming increas-
ingly disengaged with their 
elected Parliament. Recent 
public opinion research re-
veals that only 55 per cent 
of Canadians report being 
satisfied with the way de-
mocracy works in Canada, 
dropping 20 per cent from 
2004. Voter turnout dur-
ing federal elections has 
reached an all-time low, 
and in the last federal elec-
tion, four out of ten Cana-
dians chose not to vote.”

His bill is likely to see 

more than a few tweaks in 
committee – the threshold 
of 15 per cent of MPs need-
ed to spark a leadership 
review, for instance, might 
be deemed too low – if ever 
it sees the light of day.

There’s no denying, how-
ever, that the bill is on the 
right track. A long list of ills 
has beset our Parliament. 
Far from radical, Chong’s 
measures would simply 
restore some of the power 
traditionally vested in MPs 
prior to the last three or 
four decades, power en-
joyed by others Parliamen-
tarians in countries using 
the Westminster system.

You can bet Harper is 
unhappy with Chong’s 
bill, but he’ll have to tread 
lightly on the issue, not 
wanting to live up to his 
reputation as antidemo-
cratic. The other party 
leaders, Tom Mulcair and 
Justin Trudeau, have also 
been quiet: neither may be 
pleased at the prospect of 
less control, though both 
certainly lead caucuses 
much more open than on 
the government side.

Opponents to the 
changes are likely to find 
themselves on the wrong 
side of public opinion – an 

online poll held this week 
by Maclean’s, for instance, 
showed 75 per cent of 
respondents in favour of 
Chong’s bill.

Weighing heavily against 
the bill, however, is the 
longstanding tendency 
for those in power to keep 
changing and bending the 
rules in their favour: shed-
ding control – and the priv-
ileges, perqs and graft that 
comes with it – is not the 
norm. It’s why we’ve seen 
little in the way of electoral 
reform despite Canadians’ 
growing dissatisfaction 
with the process.

A loss of faith in politics 
and politicians can be tied 
to the way business is done 
in Ottawa (and, of course, in 
the provincial legislatures). 

Politicians have long 
exempted themselves from 
rules that apply to others. 
For instance, if a corpora-
tion lies in its advertising, it 
can be taken to the Compe-
tition Bureau . If corporate 
executives mislead their 
shareholders, the share-
holders have the right to go 
to court and seek compen-
sation. Likewise, there are 
laws requiring taxpayers, 
welfare applicants, immi-
grants and most profession-

als to tell the truth when 
they fill out government 
forms. But still there are no 
such rules for politicians.

Other changes, such as 
tighter controls on election 
funding and fixed election 
dates, would inject ad-
ditional credibility into a 
system that has fallen into 
disrepute.

As difficult as it would be 
to get politicians to move 
on those kinds of reforms, 
the effort would pale in 
comparison to trying to re-
place our current electoral 
system with some kind of 
proportional representa-
tion, which would be more 
democratic and would 
encourage more people to 
vote – most notably those 
who feel their ballots don’t 
count for anything.

Compared to those kinds 
of changes, Chong’s reforms 
seem like a much easier 
hurdle to clear, assuming 
enough politicians are per-
suaded to do what’s right for 
the public – not often the 
case, unfortunately. Here, 
however, there’s a chance for 
individual MPs to have more 
influence, where the what’s-
in-it-for-me mentality might 
actually work to Canadians’ 
advantage.

What is your must-have holiday tradition?

Watching It’s a Wonderful Life and 
tobogganing with the kids. 

 » John Dixon

I look at everyday as being the same now that 
the kids are gone. Christmas is not the same. 

 » Rick Hazen

My wife.

 » Wayne Fulford

Cutting down a Christmas tree.

 » Mark Burtenshaw

Pie with my family.

 » Hannah Schaus

"But the kind of spying under discussion here was too shameful to share even with the other Eyes of the Anglosphere." Gwynne Dyer | 16
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wishes to all our
customers and friends.

Merry Christmas! 

from

519-669-0264
56 Howard Ave.

Elmira, ON

Hope you all have a very 
Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year, too!

Our wish may be old-fashioned, 
but it still holds true.

1205 KING ST. N., ST. JACOBS

519.664-2226

Our wish may be old-fashioned, 
 but it still holds true.

Christmas

New Year
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ring in the new year.

Wishing You
and Your Family
A Safe
and Merry

Christmas

(519) 669-3030
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Elmira, ON
www.footfoundation.ca
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: The poor can't afford 
justice, often forced to settle
FROM | 16

 » Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

We feel very blessed to have you 
as our customers and proud to 

call you friends!

2316 Floradale Rd., Floradale | 519-669-8818

from
Waters & Hastings

Professional Corporation

Have A Great Holiday!
21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.1641

chastings@waters-hastings.on.ca

side. He told East Timor 
about it, and the Timorese 
government then brought 
an action before the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration 
at The Hague demanding 
that the CMATS treaty be 
cancelled.

The Australian govern-
ment’s response was to 
arrest the whistleblower 
and cancel his passport last 
week so that he could not 
travel to The Hague to tes-
tify, and to raid the Sydney 
offices of Bernard Collaery, 
the lawyer who is repre-
senting East Timor before 
the Court.

The documents seized 
include an affidavit sum-
marizing the whistle-
blower’s testimony at the 
court and correspondence 
between Collaery and his 
client, Timorese president 
Xanana Gusmao. It’s more 
of the same sort of behav-
iour: the Australian govern-
ment has decided to brazen 

it out.
Can Australia get away 

with this? Not legally. As 
Collaery says, “It was a 
carefully premeditated, 
involved, very lengthy op-
eration with premeditated 
breaches of the Vienna 
Convention on the Law of 
Treaties, and premeditated 
breaches of the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations. This is a criminal 
conspiracy, a break-in on 
sovereign territory and a 
breach of Australian law.” 
And he has three more 
whistleblowers lined up to 
testify too.

But the case may still 
be settled out of court, 
because East Timor is still 
desperate. Woodside has 
not yet started developing 
the Greater Sunrise field, 
and it will never do so if 
there isn’t a deal. Offer East 
Timor another 10 per cent 
and a promise to go ahead, 
and it will probably drop 
the case. The poor cannot 
afford justice.

Statistics Canada reported that employment grew by 22,000 in 
November. But 20,000 of those new jobs were part-time. The 
proportion of all Canadian jobs that are part-time rose to an even 
19%. Broken down another way, 19,000 of the employment increase 
were people reporting themselves as self-employed. Canadian 
employers actually hired fewer than 3,000 additional employees 
last month, figures that hardly suggest a vibrant job market.

 » Duff Conacher, board member of Democracy Watch, calls on Ethics Officer Lyse 
Ricard to expand the investigation of Conservative senators despite their attempts to 
block closer looks at their affairs

“The Senate Ethics Officer is legally allowed to investigate and rule 
right now on the actions of senators Duffy, Gerstein and LeBreton in 
the Senate expense scandal, but only if a Conservative-dominated 
committee gives her permission. Will Ethics Officer Ricard be a 
watchdog and defy the Senate committee by launching 
investigations, or will the committee continue to control her as a 
lapdog and, like other Senate committees, continue the cover-up? 

 » From the Dec. 13, 2003 edition of the Observer

A longstanding dispute over who is responsible for the bulk of 
ammonia contamination in the groundwater near the Crompton 
(now Chemtura) and Nutrite (now closed) plants in Elmira was 
settled, with the fertilizer company accepting most of the 
responsibility. The agreement would lead to the construction of an 
ammonia-treatment plant.

2239 Floradale Rd., Floradale  |  519-669-9761
Closed Monday | Tues-Thur 9:30-5 | Fri 9:30-5:00 | Sat 9:30-3

Visit Our Newly Expanded Store

Happy Holidays from all of us at
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Sugar Kings put two more in 
the win column last weekend
In tough against Guelph, the boys in green turn it up the following night against Brantford

WILL SLOAN

GALEA | 23KINGS | 29

OPEN
COUNTRY

A guide to 
laundry for 
the outdoor 
fellow

The other day, Jenn 
called me upstairs to where 
she was folding the laun-
dry and then threw one of 
her expensive socks at me. 
Luckily, it was not on her 
foot at the time.

“Notice anything?” she 
asked.

“You have small feet?” I 
guessed.

“Look closer,” she sug-
gested.

I did and quickly noticed 
that one of my favorite 
micro-sized perch ice fish-
ing lures was attached to 
the toe.

“Well?” she said.
“Don’t worry,” I said, “I 

don’t think your sock dam-
aged the lure.”

I’m not very good at 
reading women but, judg-
ing by Jenn’s silent de-
meanour for the next sev-
eral days, I figure she was 
quite relieved that things 
hadn’t turned out for the 
worse.

Even so, that simple in-
cident made me think that 
many outdoorsmen don’t 
know the first thing about 
laundry.

For instance, I know 
several hunters who think 
it is wrong to launder their 
hunting clothing at all. You 
might know them too, if 
you’ve ever got within 50 

NOT SO GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

There are wins, and 
then there are wins. Last 
weekend, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings demonstrated the dif-
ference, first with a 3-2 over-
time win against the Guelph 
Hurricanes on December 
7, then with a decisive 8-2 
victory over the Brantford 
99ers on December 8.

The difference between 
the two games, according to 
head coach Jeff Flanagan? 
Effort.

“It was a full 60-minute 
effort [on Sunday], and 
Saturday we didn’t have 
that. We were kind of on an 
emotional roller-coaster.” 
Against the 99ers, however, 
“We went straight through. 
We took a lot of penalties 
and continued to battle 
through it, and did a decent 
job on the penalty-kill.”

Facing the Hurricanes 
on Guelph ice, the Kings 
outshot their rivals 42-28, 
but only managed to make 
it on the board in the third 
period. Guelph scored the 
first point at 17:10 in the 
opening period, with Elmi-
ra’s Brett Parsons, assisted 
by Rob Kohli and, Jaden 
Goetz, finally netting a goal 
at 2:27 in the third. Guelph 
countered at 8:41, but Adam 
Campagnolo (Steven Jakie-
la, Alex Mutton) tied things 
up at 15:12.

The tie was broken in 
overtime, with Elmira’s 
Brad Kobryn (Kohli) landing 
the final goal at 2:09.

“We played really well in 
the first period, then hit a 
bunch of posts and cross-

bars and couldn’t score, and 
Guelph really came back. 
Our effort was decent, but 
it wasn’t as good as Sunday. 
But we found a way to win 
in overtime – Brad Korbyn 
scored a big goal to finish it 
off for us.”

Adam Brubacher shoots on Brantford’s net during Sunday’s home game. The Kings won 8-2.  [WILL SLOAN  / THE OBSERVER]

Christmas is a time when we all remember 
what it was like to be a child: the fresh-baked 

cookies, the fresh scent of the tree, 
the twinkling lights...

... may you and yours create warm 
memories this holiday season.

Elmira, Ont.
PH: 519-669-2145

reburrows@bellnet.ca
3785 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley 

519.656.3083

May joy, love 
and peace warm 
your hearts this 
holiday season.

Have a...
Krazy Kwanzaa, Happy Hanukkah

Randy Ramadan, Cozy Christmas

And a Frolicking Festivus!
But Above All, Keep In Mind the “One” who Matters.

From all of us at:

24 Hour 
Accident 

Assistance

 
 

Car Rentals at
Rudows 519.669.4981

1-800-CARSTAR

Rudow’s Carstar Collision Centre
A Division of Rudows Autobody Limited

33 First St. E., Elmira  |  519.669.3373

The Kings enjoyed a 
stronger win on home ice 
Sunday over the Brantford 
99ers, the last-place team 
in the conference. Goals 
came fast and furious in the 
first period: Mutton (Kohli, 
Jakiela) at 8:50; Jakiela 

(Kohli, Justin Cooke) at 
12:55; Mitch Wright (Ko-
bryn, Adam Brubacher) at 
16:49; and Brubacher (Zac 
Coulter, Craig Johnson) at 
17:53.

The second period started 
off well for the Kings, with 

Campagnolo (Mutton, Bru-
bacher) scoring a goal 38 
seconds in, but eight penal-
ties took a toll on the team. 
The 99ers briefly rebounded 
with goals at 7:05 and 15:51.



SPORTS | 21THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2013

Curlers Larry Martin (left) and Scott Coghlin hope glow-in-the-dark curling will get more people to their Curling 101 event on January 30.    
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

From all of us at 
St. Jacobs Printery 
we wish you and 

your family a very 
Merry Christmas!

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs
519-664-2263 / www.stjacobsprintery.com

315 Arthur St. S. Elmira | 519-669-5403 

Open 24Hrs. 7 Days a Week! 
Closed Christmas Day.| Boxing Day 10am-5pm

As the days until Christmas dash by,
we’d like to take time out to thank all of you

for stopping by our way this year.

Happy Holidays!
From Doug & Mary Lou,

and staff at Elmira Foodland

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

Looking to generate some buzz, Elmira and District 
Curling Club to host glow-in-the-dark bonspiel

Putting some colour 
into their curls

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Much like some of the 
Christmas lights hung out  
this time of year, activities 
at the Elmira and District 
Curling Club are about to 
take on a glow. Unlike your 
neighbour’s holiday light 
show, however, it’s con-
tained to the club’s ice rink 
during today’s first glow-in-
the-dark curling bonspiel, 
Broom Sticks & Glow Sticks.

The event will mark 
something of a departure 
for curling, which is rarely 
such a colourful affair. 
Though the sport already 
benefits from much inter-
est in the community, some 
members of the Elmira 
club are itching to put some 
pizzazz into the game by 
curling in the dark with the 
aid of glowing props and 
glow sticks, said special 
events coordinator Melody 
Martin. 

“It just makes for a fun 
way to curl. It’s like closing 
your eyes and curling in the 
dark.” 

The organization has 
been working on plans 

since summer, finishing 
the setup in October. This 
weekend will find teams 
playing each other in the 
dark. The lines on the ice 
have been painted with 
fluorescent paint, painted 
paper pie plates will light 
up the tops of curling rocks, 
and the players will be 
decked out head-to-toe in 
layers of glow stick neck-
laces. 

Making use of a $750 
grant from the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival and 
sponsorship from the 
Junior Curling Program, 
Martin, her husband and 
friends researched what 
would be needed for the 
project, hoping to attract 
more people to the club 
and augment the junior 
program with the fun, new 
addition. Currently, the 
club enjoys interest from 
across the region, with ap-
proximately 220 members.

“Myself and my friend, 
we like to enter bonspiels 
with our husbands once a 
year. We found a bonspiel 
in Shelburne that offered 
glow-in-the-dark curling, 

so we decided to try it out.
“We really enjoyed it so 

we brought the idea forth 
to our club and they ac-
cepted the proposal. Along 
with my friend and our 
husbands, we searched the 
lights that we needed to 
implement and we got the 
icemaker to paint the rings 
and the ice in fluorescent 
colours so the black lights 
would pick it up,” she ex-
plained of the process. 

Is there a hazard with 
playing in the dark, and on 
the ice no less? 

“Definitely not – there’s 
plenty of light in there. 
We’ve got it really lit up. 
The colours of the ice make 
it bright enough.” 

Everyone in the league 
will be able to try their 
hand at glow-in-the-dark 
curling in the coming 
weeks as teams gear up 
for Christmas with special 
events. The equipment will 
also be pulled out for spe-
cial occasions in the future. 

Saturday’s bonspiel starts 
at 9 a.m. at the Elmira and 
District Curling Club, 40 
Eldale Rd.
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3585 Ament Line. RR #3 Wallenstein  |  519.699.4236
Web: www.waymar.on.ca  |  Email: admin@waymar.on.ca

Your total home
improvement contractor!

Renovations | Additions | Windows
Doors | Siding | Decks | Railings

May your spirits be 

lifted by the beauty of 

this wondrous season.

Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year! We’re counting our blessings this holiday
season, and your kind friendship is among them.

With thanks and best wishes from our family
to yours for a very merry Christmas and

a healthy, prosperous new year.

Happy Holidays!

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

1010 Industrial Crs., St. Clements
Phone: 519.699.0600

GloryGlory
Give

To God

1011 Industrial Cres., 
Unit #2. St. Clements

  

Lobsinger Line

H
e
rg

o
tt

 R
o

a
d

Industrial 
Cres.

(tel) 519-699-5411 (fax) 519-699-5412 • LetUsFloorYou.ca

Quality & Value Since 1995

STOP BY FOR A COMPLIMENTARY 2014 WALL CALENDAR.

We appreciate the year-round support 
of good friends like you, and we wish 
you all the best at Christmastime and 

throughout the new year.

Christmas is here, and we hope the season 
delivers much happiness and good fortune

to you and yours!

374 Arthur Street S.,
P.O. Box 66, Elmira

Phone: 519-669-3390
Fax: 519-669-5786

Contour
Directional Drilling Ltd.

Underground Utility Contracting

Contour

Solid Gold Realty
(II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated
180 Weber St. S., Waterloo

Linda Dreveny
Sales Representative

www.soldbylinda.ca | linda@soldbylinda.ca
Office: 519-888-7110

May Peace Be With you 

during the Holidays.May Peace Be With you 

during the Holidays.

DUB-L-E ESSO
390 Arthur St., S., Elmira

519-669-2015

DUB-L-E ESSO

HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS

MERRY CHRISTMAS | HAPPY NEW YEAR | MERRY CHRISTMAS | HAPPY NEW YEAR
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F�������� F��� ���� ����T��
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

Bus 519.669.5478
Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
Website www.ffmltd.com 

Holy Infant, so Tender and Mild

Blessings of the Christmas season
to you and all your loved ones!

F�������� F��� ���� ����T��
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

Bus 519.669.5478
Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
Website www.ffmltd.com 

Holy Infant, so Tender and Mild

Blessings of the Christmas season
to you and all your loved ones!

10 Parkside Drive, ST. JACOBS
519.664.3785

FREE DELIVERY IN ST. JACOBS, ELMIRA, WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP & NORTH WATERLOO

MARTIN’S PHARMACY
PHARMACIST Alan S. Martin B.Sc. Phm

Wishing you &
your family a

safe & healthy 
holiday season!

yards of the downwind side 
of them.

That’s completely wrong, 
by the way, and one of 
those misguided acts of 
machismo that should go 
the way of the dinosaur. 
These days, everyone 
knows that the no-launder-
ing rule only applies to old 
fishing vests and any hat 
used in the outdoors.

In fact, it is a good thing 
to wash hunting jackets, 
socks and pants because, 
often, there will be other 
things in the pockets, like 
cartridges, pen knives, 
hatchets and old beef jerky, 
that could use a good clean 
up or two before being used 
again.

Of course, that’s not to 
say that you shouldn’t try 
to empty your pockets 
whenever you place your 
clothes in the laundry 
hamper. Wives can get a 
little sensitive when they 
encounter things like two 
dozen power grubs in real-
istic colours.

Who knows why?
One or two incidents like 

that is all that’s required to 
make them a little nervous 
about reaching into the 
pocket of a hunting coat 
and remove what’s inside. 
That’s why the hunter 
should make every effort 
to be helpful, perhaps by 
running for a net right after 
the high-pitched scream or 
catching them when they 

faint. 
If you don’t make that 

sort of effort, you’ll create 
marital discord. And your 
wife might not be so under-
standing when she finds 
ammunition for a rifle that 
you claim not to own in the 
dryer.

That’s why I’m so grate-
ful Jenn never over-reacted 
when she found that ice 
fishing lure. A lot of women 
might have got real upset 
or, worse still, put it in their 
own tackle box.  Not my 
Jenn – no, she just handed 
it to me and we have not 
spoken about it ever since. 

Come to think, we 
haven’t spoken much at all 
since that occasion. 

Needless to say, this sort 

of consideration is a two-
way street. For instance, 
I only griped a few times 
about how her silk blouse 
dulled the hook on that lure 
to the point where I might 
need to re-sharpen it. 

Two people aren’t always 
as in synch as Jenn and I 
are, though. 

I once knew a guy who 
forgot to remove a squirrel 
he had just shot from the 
hunting coat his wife was 
in the process of launder-
ing. Needless to say, this 
caused quite a bit of com-
motion, especially after 
the spin cycle, and, in 
the end, the outcome was 
tragic. That’s right: his wife 
showed him how to do his 
own laundry.

GALEA: The worst revenge of all: doing your own laundry
FROM | 20

We’ll help you find the 
right tire for you, 
AND your vehicle

519-669-3232
35 Howard Avenue, ELMIRA
oktireelmira.com

DON’T LET WINTER GET IN YOUR WAY 
Winterforce
Solid snow, wet & ice traction
Quiet, comfortable ride
Pinned for #12 studs; extra traction potential

®

Wellesley takes two of three in the past week, with high hopes for this weekend’s play

Jacks put together a string 
of strong performances

WILL SLOAN

Is something happening 
to the Wellesley Applejacks? 
After several tepid months 
of wins and losses in equal 
measure, the team’s deci-
sive victories on November 
27 and 30 that had coach 
Rob Way predicting a 
strong future, and the last 
week has brought further 
encouraging results.

A narrow 3-2 loss to the 
Norwich Merchants on 
December 6 segued to con-
vincing 4-1 and 8-3 wins 
against the Burford Bull-
dogs and Delhi Travellers 
on December 8 and 11.

“Mixed outcome, but the 
kids played very well, so 
that’s five games in a row 
they played very well,” said 
Way. “The kids competed 
very well.”

While the Jacks lost to 
the Norwich Merchants, 
momentum shifted be-

tween the two teams 
throughout. Wellesley was 
on the board first, with 
Brett MacDonald (assists: 
Reid Denstedt, Justin 
Lebod) scoring at 10:08 in 
the first period, but Nor-
wich struck back at 15:27. 
The Merchants would also 
score the only goal of the 
second period. 

In the third period, 
Wellesley’s Cal Jeffries 
(Taylor Doering, Blake 
Hetherington) briefly tied 
things up at 2:49, but Nor-
wich regained the lead 33 
seconds later. The final 
score was 3-2 for Norwich.

Norwich ranks just ahead 
of Wellesley in the confer-
ence standings (4th and 5th 
place respectively). This 
game marks the second 
time this season that Nor-
wich has defeated Wellesley 
3-2.

“The game in Norwich, 
we were skate-to-skate with 

them,” said Way. “We hit 
the post with 20 seconds 
left with the goalie pulled 
– that would have tied the 
game.”

He concluded, “We 
played really well, we had 
as many good chances as 
they did, we just didn’t 
bury more than them,”

It was a happier story 
for the Jacks on December 
13, when they handily won 
over the Burford Bulldogs. 
Alex Stoody (MacDonald, 
Felix Lantaigne) and Cody 
Tapsell (Devon Wagner, 
Luke Rose) scored for the 
Jacks at 7:29 and 18:28 in 
the first period; Wagner 
(Parker Wood) and Sean 
McEwan gave the team two 
more at 7:49 and 17:34 in 
the third. In between, the 
Bulldogs managed a goal 
of their own at 9:06 in the 
second period, but the final 
4-1 score was comfortably 
in the Jacks’ favour.

“Norwich is a much bet-
ter team,” noted Way. “Bur-
ford is not the team that 
Norwich is. We competed 
at the same level, but the 
outcome was more positive 
because the competition 
wasn’t quite as strong as in 
Norwich.”

The Jacks enjoyed an 
even stronger victory on 
Wednesday against an 
even lower-ranked team, 
the Delhi Travellers. While 
neither team was able to 
score in the first period, the 
Jacks’ onslaught came fast 
and furious beginning with 
Cody Tapsell’s (Doering-
Lebold) goal at 3:07 in the 
second. Hetherington (Leb-
old, Doering) scored at 9:15; 
Delhi countered at 14:02; 
and Wagner (Rose, Tapsell) 
pushed the lead ahead at 
17:42.

Delhi scored two more 

JACKS | 29
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COMPUTERS | LAPTOPS | SERVICEELMIRA LOCATION
112 Bonnie Crescent
Elmira  |  519-669-5551

FERGUS LOCATION
920 St. David St. N., (Hwy 6)
Fergus  |  519-787-0006

T61
Core 2 Duo 2.0ghz
2 gig Ram
160 gig Hard Drive
DVD-RWD Drive,
Windows XP Pro 

$149

R400
Core 2 Duo 2.26 ghz
3 gig DDR3 Ram
160 gig Hard Drive,
CDRW/DVD Drive
Windows 7 64 bit  

$249

R500
Core 2 Duo 2.53ghz 
3 gig DDR3 Ram
250 gig Hard Drive
CDRW/DVD Drive 
Windows 7 
64 bit, 15” LCD Screen  

$299

T410
Intel Core i5 2.4ghz 
4 gig DDR3 Ram 
320 gig Hard Drive (7200rpm)

DVD-RW Drive
Web Cam
Windows Pro 7  

$399

SAVE
$ 60

Webcode: D3200

PRE-PAID
SERVICES

$10BJ
 PH

OT
O

BJ
 PH

OT
O

Webcode: p520

Gift
   Ideas
Gift
   Ideas

Valid until December 24, 2013

468 PHILLIP ST., WATERLOO 
519.886.6630 | www.bjphoto.net

MONDAY-FRIDAY. 9am-7pm | SATURDAY 9am-6pm | SUNDAY 12-4pm
BJPHOTO

SAVE
$ 200

• 24.2 effective megapixels
• Easy-to-use guide mode
• Full HD movie recording

D3200 with 18-55VR,
Adobe Lightroom 5

$49999

Coolpix P520 (Black) with Steadepod 
($29.99 Value), $10 Pre-paid Services Card

• 18.1 effective megapixels
• 42x Ultra zoom Nikkor glass
• 1080p full HD movie recording

$33999
• Built-in GPS (with tagging and POI)

Never Enough Thyme Catering Inc. 
was created with one thought in 
mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 

Hours: M-F 9-6, SAT 9-5  ✦  83A Arthur St. S, Elmira
www.neverenoughthyme.ca  ✦  519-669-0374

Give the Gift of 

RUNNING OUT OF “THYME”? 
TRY OUR DINNER IN A HURRY!

Gift Certificates Available

Putting the Wrap on Christmas!Putting the Wrap on Christmas!
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2 Arthur Street S., Elmira  |  519.669.8225 | www.kitchenkuttings.com

DECEMBER HOURS:
Monday-Thursday 9-6 | Friday 9-8 | Saturday 9-5
We will be closing at 4pm on Christmas Eve.
We will be closed Jan. 1 & 2. Open to Reg. Hours Fri. Jan. 3, 2014

We have an Excellent
Variety of Gift Baskets!

Deadline for Special Orders
is Monday, December 16th.

The auger breaks up densely 
packed snow and ice.

Images may not re�ect dealer inventory.  
Speci�cations and programs are subject to change without notice.

The auger breaks up densely 
packed snow and ice.

A revolutionary new high-
speed Snow Induction Intake 
further crushes snow and ice, 
quickly moving it through the 
machine like a turbo-charger.

Images may not re�ect dealer inventory.  
Speci�cations and programs are subject to change without notice.

The auger breaks up densely 
packed snow and ice.

A revolutionary new high-
speed Snow Induction Intake 
further crushes snow and ice, 
quickly moving it through the 
machine like a turbo-charger.

Snow quickly moves into  
a fan-like mechanism, 
known as an impeller,  
and throws it out  
of the topside chute.

Images may not re�ect dealer inventory.  
Speci�cations and programs are subject to change without notice.

Images may not re�ect dealer inventory.
Speci�cations and programs are subject to change without notice. cubcadet.ca

21 Industrial Dr., Elimira
519-669-2884

0%
FINANCING
UP TO 24 MONTHS O.A.C.

See Store For Details
Offer ends Dec. 31, 2013.

112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira
519.669.8234

Escape to Guys & Dolls!

And Be Pampered by Us!

UP
TO

Warm UpWarm Up

FREEExpress ManicureSAVE $13

A Gift Card makes the
Perfect Gift!

Book a Holiday Pedicure
in December and Get a

Express Manicure for FREE!

Putting the Wrap on Christmas!Putting the Wrap on Christmas!
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6805 Line 86 West, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

MON - FRI 8 - 5:30, SAT 8-3

519-669-1561 • 1-800-665-1561

COME SEE US!

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Thur. 10-6; Fri. 10-8; Saturday 9-4

www.thewoodburner.com
396 Victoria St. N., Kitchener | tel: 519.578.9663

*See store for details.

Quality
Products andAccessories fromthe Woodburner

Hearth
Gifts

for the

Stove Heat Fans

Tool Sets

Hearth RacksFireplace Screens & Doors

KettlesBellows

ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

519-664-2400

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 
BASKETS & WICKER TRAYS

GIFT BOXESGIFT BOXES

Season’s 
Greetings
Season’s 

Greetings

 We clean up clicks, pops, surface noise and 
enhance the overall sound quality.

Ernest Lyons Audio Archiving
Elmira • 519-669-0541 or 519-722-5991 • ernestlyons@gmail.com

GIFT CERTIFICATE
A unique

for the music lover
on your list.

  They can select their own
favourite albums to copy to CD

Putting the Wrap
on Christmas!

Putting the Wrap
on Christmas!
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: TYKE SELECT
Dec 1 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 7 Milton: 1
Goals: Sam Ratcliffe (2), Brady 
Martin (2), Tyson Roth, Aiden 
Warne, Stuart Sinclair
Assists: Tyson Roth (2), Liam 
Wood, Stuart Sinclair, Aiden 
Warne

Novice: AE
Dec. 7 vs. New Hamburg 
Woolwich: 0 New Hamburg: 1

Dec. 8 vs. New Hamburg 
Woolwich: 1 New Hamburg: 4
Goals: Daniel Kochut 
Assists: Haiden Idzik 

Dec. 10 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 4 Arthur: 0 
Goals: Austin Schnarr, Parker 
Alles (3) 
Assists: Ian Leech, Mitchell Walker 
Shutout: Evan Catton 

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec 7 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 8 Oakville: 3
Gaols: Dustin Good (5) Ryan 
Brubacher Joey Martin (2) 
Assists: Ryan Brubacher (2), Drew 
Birmingham, Pacey Camm (2), 
Cade Beacom, Joey Martin 

Dec. 8 vs. Brampton 
Woolwich: 3 Brampton: 0
Goals: Dustin Good x 3 
Assists:Ryan Brubacher, Cade 
Beacom (2), Eric Hutton 
Shutout: Ian Darroch 

Dec. 9 vs. New Hamburgh 
Woolwich: 0 New Hamburg: 3

Novice LL#1
Dec. 7 vs. LL#3
LL1: 1 LL3: 1
Goals: Tyson Bauman 
Assists: Carter Snider, David Taylor 

Novice LL#2
Dec 7 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 9  Ayr: 2
Goals: Jonathon Enns (3), Michel 

THE SCORE

Roemer (2), Easton Krueger (2), 
Kane Krushat (2)
Assists: Tyler MacDonald (2), 
Mitchel Roemer (2), Jonathon 
Enns (2), Kane Krushat, John 
Berti, Teagon Cadeau

Novice: LL#3
Dec. 7 vs LL#1
LL2: 1 LL1: 1
Goals: Emmett Weissenboeck
Assists: Owen Brown

Atom: AE
Nov 27 vs. Erin
Woolwich: 6  Erin: 0
Goals: Cole Seabrook (2), Sam 
Siopiolosz, Lucas Radler, Seb 
Garrett, Tyler Brubacher
Assists: Carter Cousineau, Lucas 
Radler (2), Simon Shantz (2)
Shutout: Quinn Brown

Dec. 1 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 0 Arthur: 3

Atom: MAJOR AA
Dec. 6 vs. Stoney Creek
Woolwich: 4  Stoney Creek: 3
Goals: Kyler Austin, Alex Hutton, 
Owen Lee, Tyler Martin
Assists: Tyler Martin, Evan Roth, 
Kyler Austin

Dec. 10 vs. Garden City 
Woolwich: 5 Garden City: 0
Gaols:Tyler Martin, Colton 
Schmitt, Gavin Roemer, AJ 
Mitchell, Owen Lee 
Assists: Kyler Austin (2), Andrew 
Weber, Cameron Leonard, Tyler 
Martin 
Shutout: Brett Strohoff 

Dec. 7 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 7 Guelph: 4
Goals: Tyler Martin (2), Kyler 
Austin (2), Cameron Leonard (2), 
Cole Slade
Assists: Nate Snyder, Alex Hutton, 
Kyler Austin, Owen Lee (3), Gavin 
Roemer, AJ Mitchell

Atom: LL
Dec 9 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 2  Paris: 0
Goals: Jacob Stanley, Will 
McDougall 

Assists: Jamie Reichard 
Shutout: John Kilgour 
Atom: Minor A

Dec 4 vs. Burlington
Woolwich: 6 Burlington: 3
Goals: Liam Eveleigh, Ian 
Sperian (3), Lucas Carson, Carter 
Rollins 
Assists:Tyler Brezynksie, Mitchell 
Young (3), Carter Rollins, Shelby 
Rempel (2), Liam Eveleigh (2), 
Ian Speiran 

Dec 7 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 4 Oakville: 2
Goals: A.J. Shaw-McMahon, Ian 
Speiran, Mitchell Young, Zack 
Bender 
Assists: Andrew Gear, Lucas 
Carson (2), Brett Moser, Shelby 
Rempel 

Atom: LL#3
Nov 30 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 3 New Hamburg : 0
Goals: Danny Soehner, Nolan 
Karger, Thomas Hill-Ring
Assists: Kieren Oberholzer, 
Jonathan Staken, Ashton Weber, 
Griffin Boerner, Owen Hackart
Shutout: Tanis Uhrig 

Dec 1 vs. LL#2
LL1: 6 LL2: 3
Goals: Danny Soehner (3), 
Kieren Oberholzer (2), Mitch 
Brubacher
Assists: Griffin Boener (3), 
Thomas Hill-Ring (2), Mitch 
Brubacher (2)

Dec. 7 vs. Embro
Woolwich: 7  Embro: 3
Goals: Kieren Oberholzer 
(2), Griffin Boerner, Thomas 
Hill-Ring, Nolan Karger, Danny 
Soehner
Assists: Danny Soehner, Cole 
Sellars 2, Mitch Brubacher 2

Atom: LL#3
Dec. 9 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 4 St. George: 2
Goals: Danny Soehner 2, 
Thomas Hill-Ring, Owen Hackert 
Assists: Nolan Karger, Griffin 
Boerner, Kieren Oberholzer, 
Jonathan Staken 

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Dec. 6 vs. St. Catharines
Woolwich: 0  St. Catharines: 2

Dec. 7 vs. Centre Wellington
Woolwich: 0 
Centre Wellington: 1

Dec. 8 vs. Milton 
Woolwich: 5 Milton: 2
Goals: Ethan Young, Griffen 
Rollins (2), Kyle Rintoul, Josh 
Martin 
Assists: Eli Baldin (2), Nolan 
Hislop, Lukas Shantz, Seth 
Morrison, Ryan Biggs 

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec 7 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 3 Brampton: 1
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin, Jesse 
Martin, Cole Chipman
Assists: Brett Allen (2), Nathan 
Taylor, Keaton McLaughlin, Matt 
Fleischmann

PeeWee: AE
Dec 4 vs. Orangeville
Woolwich: 7 Orangeville: 2
Goals: Ben Weigel, Travis Weber 
(2), Tyler Horst (2), Hunter 
Schmitt, Jackson Hale 
Assists: Corbin Kaufman, 
Jackson Hale, Mackenzie Willms, 
Travis Weber (2), Kyle Deyell, 
Brendan Gilles, Zac Pickard, 
Ryan Belanger 

Dec 7 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 6  Arthur: 0
Goals: Travis Weber (2), Ryan 
Parrott, Jackson Hale (2), Tyler 
Horst 
Assists: Hunter Weigel, 
Mackenzie Willms (2), Ben 
Weigel, Hunter Schmitt, Ryan 
Parrott, Kyle Deyell, Zac Pickard 
Shutout: Ryan Martin

Dec 8 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 6 New Hamburg: 4
Goals: Zac Pickard (2), Ryan 
Belanger (2), Ben Weigel, Travis 
Weber, 
Assists: Ryan Belanger (2), 
Hunter Schmitt, Travis Weber, 
Zac Pickard 

MORE SCORES | 38

EDSS SENIOR GIRLS FALL TO SOUTHWOOD

Some bad luck for the EDSS senior girls, who lost 0-3 to Southwood Secondary on Dec. 10. The Juniors, on the other hand, beat the visitors 
3-2 on the same day.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

FROM PAPER TO PRINT
THAT PHOTOGRAPH IN THE OBSERVER CAN BE YOURS.VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AND ORDER ANY PHOTO IN PAPER OR ONLINE.  

4x6 5x7 8x10

$9 
(2nd Print only $4.50)

$11
(2nd Print only $5.50)

$15 
(2nd Print only $7.50)

QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS
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HOLIDAY HOURS
Closed December 25th & 26th

Closed January 1st

Wishing you and your family
a Merry Christmas and

a Safe New Year!

Make your Christmas
Shopping easy this year.

Trademarked accessories
such as t-shirts, hats,

mugs, key chains
and much more!

Perfect Stocking Stuffers!
Gift Certificiates for car cleanups and

oil changes make a great gift.

361 Arthur Street South, Elmira | 519-669-2831

www.voisinchrysler.ca

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller Sales Representative 

• DRIVEWAYS | SIDEWALKS | CURBS 
• BARN RENOVATIONS 
• FINISHED FLOORS
• RETAINING WALLS | SHORT WALLS
• DECORATIVE/STAMPED AND 
   COLOURED CONCRETE

WISHING
EVERYONE

a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy 

holiday season!

519-638-2699
www.marwilconcrete.ca

SEASON’S GREETINGS | SEASON’S GREETINGS | SEASON’S GREETINGS | SEASON’S GREETINGS
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RYAN WEBER | 519.669.2198
Unit 2, 84 Howard Ave., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.ca

Same Day ServiceSame Day Service

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING
KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

CNC Turning and Milling

4790 Herrgott Rd., 
Wallenstein,

519-669-2192
www.efsaudersales.ca

“Serving your lawn & garden needs since 1975”

We wish to thank each and every one of our 
customers for their support this year. May you have 

a Wonderful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Elo & Florence, Darrell & Dianne,
Walter, Josh, Jason and Jordan

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, 
good will towards men.” — Luke 2:14

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

519.698.2114
In Business since 1971 • Fully Insured

Serving Elmira and Surrounding Area
for over 30 years!

Thank you for your 
patronage in 2013.

Wishing you a 
Safe & Happy 

Holiday Season.
We look forward to working 

with you in 2014.

KINGS: Elmira squad prepare for a home-and-home series against Listowel this weekend
FROM | 20

JACKS: Wellesley set for rematch with Norwich
FROM | 23 While the Delhi Travel-

lers never stopped compet-
ing (they managed 34 shots 
on net, close to the Jacks’ 
36), the Applejacks still en-
joyed a decisive 8-3 win. 

Way speculates that the 
team’s improving perfor-
mance may be partially 
attributable to more players 
on the bench.

“Sunday was the first 

time since the start of the 
season that we actually 
had 20 players,” said Way. 
“We’ve had a lot of defence 
out – three or four of our 
top guys – and except for 
Coleton Madge out last 
week with a broken ankle, 
we’ve got all of our top de-
fencemen. We’ve got senior 
leadership back that helps 
drive everything forward.”

But, he added, it’s not 
simply a matter of recover-
ing injuries healing.“All the 
games we competed at the 
level we wanted to,” said 
Way.

In Woodstock Friday 
night to take on the Vets, 
the Jacks return to the 
Wellesley Arena Saturday 
for a rematch with Norwich. 
The game starts at 7:30 p.m.

goals in the third period 
– at 2:14 and 7:27 – but the 
Wellesley steamroller kept 
going: Alex Stoody (Wood, 
Jake Ariss) at 7:27; Troy 
Williams (Tapsell, Ariss) at 
10:20; Tapsell (Denstedt) 
at 13:56; Wagner (Lebold, 
Wood) at 17:34; and Wil-
liams (Hetherington, Leb-
old) at 19:25.

“The penalties we took I 
think are really the reason 
we had that lag,” said Flana-
gan. “I think we had three 
5-on-3s in a row – it just kept 
coming and coming and 
coming. That makes a big 
difference and takes away 
the momentum for us, but 
the guys fought through it.”

If the Kings hit a snag 
in the second period, they 
staged a comeback in the 
third. Kobryn (Wright, 
Austin Fischer) buried the 
puck at 4:17, and two late 
goals – by Cash Seraphim 
(Coulter, Johnson) at 18:37 

2170 Floradale Rd.,
Floradale
519.669.2183

MODULAR BUILDINGS | MOVING,LEASING & SALES

Thinking of you and wishing
you a season of heavenly peace.

Clockwise from bottom left: Alex Sutton (far left) and Mitch Wright close in on the opposing net. Austin Fischer gets into a skirmish. Craig Johnson, Adam Brubacher, Mich Klie and Zac 
Coulter celebrate victory.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

and Wright (Mutton, Cam-
pagnolo) at 19:14 – put two 
more nails in Brantford’s 
coffin.

When asked for a take-
away from the games, Fla-
nagan said the team would 
try to keep out of the pen-
alty box.

“We’ve got to find a way to 
play a tough but clean game 
at the same time,” he said.

In Listowel Friday night 
to face the Cyclones, the 
Kings return to the WMC 
Sunday for the second half 
of a home-and-home week-
end. The puck drops at 7:30 
p.m.
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

SEASONAL OFFERINGS / THE COUNTDOWN IS ON

O Christmas tree, much 
pleasure do you bring us

We talked here about 
seasons recently, which is 
certain timely again given 
it’s Christmas season for 
many Canadians and holi-
day season for almost every-
one. 

But for some farmers, sea-
sonality is not as much of a 
management consideration 
as it once was, especially for 
crop producers. Planting 
season and harvest season 
still exist, but due to in-
creased demands – includ-
ing the need to constantly 
be working on their public 
image – farming season has 
become a year-round state 
of mind.

And that’s a new develop-
ment for many farmers, ac-
cording to Scott Samoleski, 
whose Calgary-based com-
pany FarmVoice takes the 
pulse of farmers across the 
country on behalf of an array 
of clients. 

One of his clients is Ad-
Farm, a national agricultural 
marketing agency with a 
newly relocated office in 
Guelph, which it officially 
opened last week (and, 
showing a lot of class, do-
nated more than 940 lbs. 
of food to the Guelph food 
bank as a thank-you gesture 
to those who attended).

Farming 
has become 
a year-
round state 
of mind

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 33TREES | 33

Elmira, ON | 519-669-8550 | www.talbot-promo.com

WAYNE G. MARTIN
Promotional Consultant
for over Forty Years

CALENDARS | PENS | APPAREL | TOTE BAGS

Wishing You
All The Best

In 2014.

Promoting People, Providing Promotions

Email: waynegmartin2013@gmail.com

www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

519.669.8362

At the close of another year
we wish you a

Warm & Happy
Holiday Season

27 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira
519-669-3658

 

SINCE 1961Read’s
• D E C O R A T I N G •

S P E C I A L I Z I N G  I N  P A I N T  &  W A L L C O V E R I N G S   

Best  
    Holiday
         Wishes!

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Linda MacLeod-Biglow of St. Jacobs Country Gardens shows off a prize tree from among those that have been disappearing from stores this 
week.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Fresh piney scent: 
check. Fluffy, symmetrical 
silhouette: check. Not too 
big, not too small and just 
the right shade of green: 
check. With less than two 
weeks until festivities, a lot 
can go into finding the right 
Christmas tree. Some say, 
2013 is a good year for natu-
ral trees and the best are 
going fast. It’s a nice change 
from the declines seen last 
year. 

“Christmas trees are kind 
of the last thing people 
pick up, especially if they 
are doing a fresh-cut tree. 
Typically during the week 
it can be a little slower but 
definitely on the weekends 
it can be quite busy” said 
St. Jacobs Country Gardens’ 
Linda MacLeod-Biglow. 

What she has also noticed 
is that people are buying 
trees earlier every year, no 
doubt hoping to snatch up 
choice morsels for their liv-
ing rooms.

“Always, what we would 
call the premium trees, the 
more unique, trees go first. 
We almost sold out of the 
noble firs and the rocky 
mountain fir –those guys 
always go first. But all in all 
we are basically right where 
we would expect to be for 
this time during the holiday 
season,” she said. 

Statistics Canada’s 2012 
Christmas numbers pub-
lished last month show 

that last year the nation’s 
consumers opted more for 
the artificial version, with 
the value of fresh Christmas 
trees in 2012 down 2.3 per 
cent from $53.3 million in 
2011. Meanwhile, the value 
of imported artificial trees 
from China rose to $48.5 
million from $45.8 million 
in 2011. 

If reducing your carbon 
footprint is a priority The 
David Suzuki Foundation 
urges consumers to buy 
locally and from farms that 
use few pesticides. Chop-
ping down your own tree, 
with a permit, is also a good 
option, as in some prov-
inces the activity can help 
clean unwanted trees from 
hydro right-of-ways. 

If you’re buying an arti-
ficial tree, the foundation 
urges keeping the tree 
longer than six years and 
avoiding polyvinyl chlo-
rides (PVCs) which are hard 
on the environments and 
can pose health hazards. 

According to a 2009 
study by Montreal-based 
sustainability consulting 
firm Ellipsos Inc., there’s 
much truth to that. 

Assuming an artificial 
tree lasts about six years, it 
still has three times more 
impact on climate change 
than its naturally grown 
counterpart. 

MacLeod-Biglow said 
consumers should decide 

With a short shelf-life and sellers eager 
to keep them moving, trees are the 
centerpiece of holiday decorating
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1657 Cox Creek Road
West Montrose
Tel: 519-884-7070

For unto us a child is 

born, unto us a son is 

given: and the 

government shall be 

upon his shoulder; 

and his name shall be 

called Wonderful 

Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

We’re proud to 
join you and your 
family in sharing 
the miracle of 
Christmas.

Best Wishes to you and your
family this Holiday Season
from staff & management

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

Your Values, Your Credit Union
www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529

Rejoice!

Wishing you the Joy, Love, and Peace  
of the Christmas season.

We look forward to serving you in the New Year.

“ For unto us  
a child is born” 
Isaiah 9:6a  KJV

www.betterinsurance.ca
www.hjminsurance.com519-669-1661 Elmira ON.

O/AC.H. Soehner Insurance
INSURANCE - INVESTMENTS - FINANCIAL SERVICES

“Insuring Your Future Together”

Merry  Christmas&A Safe and Happy New Year

From the Staff at C.H. Soehner Insurance Ltd.
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Independently Owned and Operated

May your home be filled
   with laughter and fun
      this holiday season.

       Thank You for your
  patronage over this
       past year. ~ 

May your home be filled
   with laughter and fun
      this holiday season.

       Thank You for your
  patronage over this
       past year. ~ 

519-669-1544 519-669-1544 24hrs24hrs www.peakrealestate.comwww.peakrealestate.com

Merry
Christmas!

Mary Lou 
Murray
SALES
REPRESENTATIVE

Wendy
Taylor
BROKER MANAGER

Two professionals working with you!!!Two professionals working with you!!!

17 Church St. W., Elmira17 Church St. W., Elmira
wendy.taylor1@rogers.blackberry.net

marylou@mmrealestate.ca

“You dream...We’ll work.”

ELMIRA
81 Arthur St. S.
519-669-1533

FERGUS
390 Beatty Lane
519-843-1620

ERIN
4 Erinville Drive
519-833-9785

No matter where you live or spend the holidays, 
we hope our best wishes find you.

We’re proud to serve this community and 
are grateful for your trust and goodwill.
With warm regards from all of us for 

a very merry holiday season.

Season’s 
          Greetings 

to you and yours
W o o d s,   

C l e m e n s 
& Fletcher

L a w  O f f i c e

9 Memorial Ave.
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6
Telephone: 519-669-5101

26 Wellington St. S.
Drayton, Ontario N0G 1P0
Telephone: 519-638-5767

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements
“ In the heart of  Mennonite Country - just minutes from the St. Jacob's Farmer's Market. ”

Tues ~ Wed 10 - 6  •  Thurs ~ Fri 10 - 8  •  Sat 10 - 5  •  Closed Sun & Mon  

519 • 218 • 2188  / www.in-season.ca

• Artisans Creations
• Seasonal Garden Stakes 
• Outdoor & Indoor Wall Art
• Seasonal Planter & Urn Decor
• Wreaths & Welcome Pillars
• Lanterns, Candles & Cards

• Christmas Gifts
• Stocking Stuffers

Wishing you the very best 
of the Christmas Season!

... your support of  local businesses 
supports the strength and vibrancy 
of  our local communities

We’re hoping your holidays are light and 
carefree this year. Thank you for your 

kindness throughout the season.

www.martinmills.com
Martin Mills Inc.

4 Arthur Street N, Elmira | 519.669.5171 

Wishing you
all the

Gentle Joys
of an old fashioned

Christmas

Conestogo | 519-664-2237
Mount Forest | 519-323-1880

Tavistock | 519-655-3777

HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS | HAPPY HOLIDAYS

MERRY CHRISTMAS | HAPPY NEW YEAR | MERRY CHRISTMAS | HAPPY NEW YEAR
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In the fall, Samoleski 
and his team interviewed 
43 farmers from Ontario 
and the prairies, with one 
overarching goal: that was, 
to understand how farming 
has evolved in the past 10 
years. 

The move towards farm 
management being a year-
round job was one of the 
main findings, as was the 
change in attitude toward 
greater self-sufficiency from 
government.

Here’s what’s happened. 
Farming has always been 
high on independence. But 

for themselves what is best 
for their Christmas show-
piece, though the real thing 
is better for the environ-
ment, she contests. 

“People are interested in 
something that is going to 
last so they are definitely 
interested in where trees 
come from. We get a lot of 
questions like, ‘Are these 
grown in Ontario?’ Before, 
people would be concerned 
about cut trees, thinking 
it’s like a deforestation type 
of [business]. But it’s a crop 
like any other crop. They 
are grown to be Christmas 
trees; they are planted 
knowing one day they will 
be in someone’s living 
room. It’s a long-growing 
crop, good for the soil.” 

While buying local is 
a common concern for 
tree buyers, at St. Jacobs 
Country Gardens many of 
the imported trees from 
Vancouver are the first to 
go – there’s already been a 

for decades grain farmers in 
particular struggled might-
ily with chronic low prices 
driven more  so by global 
conditions, rather by than 
any management approach 
they did or didn’t take. 

For many, especially 
medium-size farmers who 
didn’t have the scale to com-
pete, this period ended their 
careers. Government bail-
outs were regular, and highly 
visible farmer protests were 
not unusual. It was a desper-
ate time for many and they 
called for public support.

This cry for help pretty 
well coincided with the 

clearing, so to speak, in the 
middle of the store.

Trees local to Ontario 
include blue and white 

spark that ignited consum-
ers’ growing interest in the 
food they eat, and where it 
comes from. Around then 
farmers started to realize 
they need to take matters 
into their own hands and 
regard governments as part-
ners, rather than drivers of 
the sector.  

The same went for consid-
ering the public as partners 
in the food system … except 
farmers had a lot more 
experience dealing with 
governments than they did 
urban Canada, whose opin-
ions about farming ended 
up being unduly influenced 

spruce, white and Scotch 
pines, as well as Fraser and 
balsam firs according to 
Christmas Tree Farmers of 

by people more driven by 
ideology than modern food 
production.

And that’s where we sit 
today. Farmers have a lot of 
credibility with the public, 
but they need to nurture 
it constantly. Samoleski 
advises farmers to build 
relationships with consum-
ers – again, a full-time part 
of the farming business, and 
one that farmers are taking 
to heart.

For example, earlier this 
week in Guelph the Grain 
Farmers of Ontario officially 
rolled out a new interactive, 
hi-tech travelling display 

Ontario. 
So what does a prize tree 

look like? For retailers like 
MacLeod-Biglow a full, 

called Growing Connections. 
The organization, which rep-
resents 28,000 Ontario corn, 
soybean and wheat farmers,  
designed the display to in-
troduce the public in a new 
way to the basics of Ontario’s 
five-million-acre grain pro-
duction sector.

Visitors endured bit-
ing cold to tour the 
1,200-square-foot, 53-foot-
long outdoor display, which 
comprises three fold-out 
stages and one enclosed 
theatre room. It sports a con-
temporary rather than tradi-
tional “farm” look, through 
the extensive use of polished 

fluffy tree is a good tree 
while weak boughs spell 
trouble for heavy orna-
ments and gaps between 

aluminum and plexiglass. 
Yet it speaks of agriculture 
throughout, starting with 
life-size replicas of corn, 
soybean, and wheat fields in 
different stages of growth, at 
the display’s entrance. 

Ten years ago the Grain 
Farmers of Ontario didn’t 
even exist. Now it’s one of 
the province’s most pow-
erful farm lobby groups. 
Communications is one of 
its biggest jobs, regardless of 
the season. 

For farmers, it’s year-
round work that absolutely 
must be done – and done 
well – by them.

tiers of branches won’t do 
for minimalist decorators.  

“Straight: we want to see 
a nice straight trunk,  it’ll 
make it easier for the cus-
tomer. A premium [tree] 
will have a good all-around 
colour. It’s normal to have 
some needles drop but if 
there’s a mass exodus of 
needles that’s bad, and it 
should take up water, a 
good amount of water every 
day,” she said. 

It’s a hard concept to face 
with the holidays still on 
the way, but when all of the 
hullaballoo is done and the 
trees have done their duty, 
what happens to them? 

“The region does take 
them away and uses them 
for mulch. I think for most 
homeowners this will be the 
best way, that’s probably 
the best use of the product,” 
she said, noting some peo-
ple opt to buy trees in pots, 
planting them outdoors 
when the festive season is 
done.

ROBERTS: Farmers have lots of credibility, but they have to work to keep their public image

TREES: Many considerations go into picking just the right tree that will make it home to be decorated

FROM | 30

FROM | 30

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

519-664-2008 or 1-800-410-1141

Season’s 
Greetings

From our
Family
to Yours

100 Union St., Elmira

www.woolwichrentals.ca
www.reistindustries.com

Christmas
Blessings!
Rejoice as we celebrate

the birth of our Saviour.

Wishing the happiest

of holidays to all our

friends and neighbours.

Rejoice as we celebrate

the birth of our Saviour.

Wishing the happiest

of holidays to all our

friends and neighbours.

Christmas
Blessings!

Woolwich Rentals
519.669.0524

Reist Industries
519.669.1501

OLD FASHIONED COUNTRY COOKING SERVED DAILY

Schmidtsville Restaurant & Gift Shop

Homemade Soups & Pies | Lunch & Dinner Specials | Breakfast Served All Day

Mon-Wed 6:30am-4:30pm • Thurs & Fri 6:30am-8pm • Sat 7am-4pm

3685 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley | 519-656-2430

May the true meaning 
of the season touch 
hearts everywhere and 
shine brightly on every 
corner of the world.

Rejoice!

from all of us at:

Trees with interesting shapes and colours go first, but consumers also want to see some local stock when it comes to the more environmentally-friendly choice.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Going to the country for Christmas
Steve Piticco’s much-lauded guitar sound will deck the halls of Maryhill’s Commercial Tavern next Wednesday

STEVE KANNON

Call it traditional 
country with a tip of the 
hat to the Christmas sea-
son.

Steve Piticco is expect-
ing a high-octane show 
as his band, South Moun-
tain, rolls into Maryhill’s 
Commercial Tavern for “A 
Christmas Gathering of 
Friends” a week before the 
big day.

“It’s going to be straight-
ahead country music. 
There’ll be a wide variety of 
traditional music – lots of 
fiddle tunes,” he said from 
the road near 
his Brighton, 
Ont. home 
this week.

South 
Mountain, 
formed 
in 1989, 
received 
the 1991 
Cana-
dian 
Country 
Music Association 
Vista Rising Star Award. 
Their 1995 single Radio-
land reached the Top 20 of 
the RPM Country Tracks 
chart. In that time, that 
band has released 16 al-
bums since 1989, with a 
17th in the works.

The band holds the title 
of “International Band 
Of The Year” in Europe, 
beating out The Dixie 
Chicks, The Mavericks 
and Alabama. Their latest 
European tour – an an-
nual tradition – had them 
playing in front of tens of 
thousands of people in 
Lithuania, Spain, Holland, 
Switzerland, Germany, 

France, Belgium and Den-
mark, headlining many of 
the festivals.

Piticco has been the 
band’s one constant, 
plucking out the signature 
sound of Texas-swing-
meets-electric-bluegrass. 
Born in Toronto, he be-
gan playing guitar at age 
11, acquiring the Fender 
Telecaster at age 15 that 
he uses to this day. In the 
late 1970s, he arrived on 
the Ottawa-area scene, 
playing with The Prescott 
Brothers band and also 
working with many of the 
region’s top groups. Pit-
icco has been recognized 

many times by 
the CCMA 
as Guitar 

Player of 
the Year 

and Instru-
mentalist of 

the Year. In 
addition, he 

played guitar 
in Tommy 

Hunter’s con-
cert tour band 

and appeared as a 
guest on countless record-
ing sessions, as well as re-
cording several of his own 
albums. 

With his new version 
of South Mountain, Pit-
icco travels extensively 
throughout Canada and 
Europe. The Dutch Coun-
try Music Association has 
honoured him with five 
Gram Awards for Inter-
national Instrumentalist 
(winning over such play-
ers as Chet Atkins, Mark 
O’Connor, Vince Gill and 
Mark Knopfler) and the 
group with International 
Group of the Year twice.

Raised on a diet of Hank 
Snow, Hank Williams and 
the like, he naturally gravi-
tated to the music.

 “My dad played a little 
guitar – he still does from 
time to time – and there 
were always pickers over at 
the house every weekend, 
with a kitchen party go-
ing,” said Piticco.

“I just absorbed it all 
when I was 10 or 11. I start-
ed playing the guitar at 1; 
I picked up a lot of things 
very quickly – it got right 
into my blood.”

Through all kinds of 
session gigs and a host of 

other projects, he’s kept 
South Mountain active 
for almost 25 years now. 
Even if the members are 
sometimes scattered, they 
manage to get together for 
performances, including 
the European tour.

The incarnation of 
South Mountain that will 
take to the stage in Mary-
hill includes Kurk Bernard 
on bass, Jay Riehl on 
drums and Linsey Beckett 
on fiddle. The guys have 
been with him for the bet-
ter part of 15 years, while 
Beckett is the youngster, 
having first played with 

the band four years ago. 
Original member Donnie 
Reed still sits in from time 
to time.

“It’s a pretty tight band,” 
said Piticco, noting the 
audience can expect some 
standards such as Bob 
Wills’ Time Changes Every-
thing, the title of the band’s 
2011 album.

On the Christmas front, 
he’ll probably go to Pretty 
Paper and an instrumental 
version of Silent Night.

“I think Jay knows Santa 
Looked a Lot Like Daddy. 
And there’s White Christ-
mas ...,” he laughed. “Usu-

South Mountain – Kurk Bernard, Linsey Beckett, Steve Piticco and Jay Riehl – will bring their brand of traditional country music to the Commercial Tavern Dec. 18. [SUBMITTED]

ally, we wing the whole 
thing – it’s authentically-
done country music, from 
our hearts.

“It’s fun. And it makes 
the audience feel like part 
of the band: they know 
what we’re going through 
up there.”

South Mountain takes to 
the stage December 18 at 
8:30 p.m. Tickets are $10, 
available at the Commer-
cial Tavern, 1303 Maryhill 
Rd., or by calling 519-648-
3644. Steve Piticco will be 
sitting in with the Western 
Swing Authority when it 
plays the night before.

Making the cars of the world more comfortable

Wishing you a
Beautiful Holiday and 

a New Year of
 Peace and Happiness

Wishing you a 
Beautiful Holiday and

a New Year of
 Peace and Happiness

8 Snyder Avenue North
Elmira, ON

Call 519-669-4111

Chateau Gardens
Elmira

Assisted Living Centre

www.chartwellreit.ca

Rejoice!  
DISPOSAL INC.

Merry Christmas and sincere thanks to our 
customers and friends this holiday season.

 
519-669-5136

PLEIN

25 Earl Martin Dr., 
Elmira, N3B 3L4
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EDSS PUTS ITS MUSICAL TALENT ON DISPLAY ... AND UP ON STAGE (2)

Aspiring musicians at Elmira District Secondary School definitely hit the right notes at District 39, the school’s first annual music event on December 5. Left, Scott Carere. Top, singer Paige Lewis. Above left, emcees Emily Orr and Mitchell McCloy. Above right, Sebastian Kolosa plays guitar 
to the accompaniement of a piano. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Last Name,First Name
Birth Date  |  TownParents Names

$40
+hst

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

Deadline for submission
Monday, December 30, 2013 

BOOK EARLY. EMAIL PHOTOS & CAPTION INFORMATION TO: 

ADS@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2013

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 4, 2014 edition.



36 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2013

CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
THURSDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FOR 
OPTIMUM 

ADVERTISING 
RESULTS…

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: 
www.observerxtra.com/advertise/classified-ad/

www.mtprint.com

500 Full Colour Business Cards 

29$ 99
Single Sided | UV Coated

Price based on print ready file

Our Everyday Low Price

Flyers

• 8.5 x 11
• Full  Colour
• Printed 1 side
• 1,000 Copies

$19000

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com
Postcards

• 4” x 6”
• Full  Colour
• 2 Sides
• 12pt Coated Stock 
• 1,000 Copies

$15900

Door Hangers

• 4” x 11”
• Full  Colour
• 2 Sides
• 12pt Coated Stock 
• 1,000 Copies

$29900

Business Card
Magnets

29¢
each

• 250 minimum 

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

MY COMPANY

MY NAME
my company tag line

job title
address

Phone: 555-555-5555

Fax: 555-555-5555

my@email.com

www.mydomain.com

Presentation Folders

• Full  Colour
• Quantity - 1,000 

$79900

Business Card
Magnet
Special

Add $5.99 to your order 
and get 20 magnets with the

same artwork as your
business cards!

Offices also in Guelph • Cambridge • Brantford • London 

907 Frederick Street
KITCHENER, ON

519.571.0101 519.886.6800
WATERLOO, ON

265 Weber Street
Signs & Posters

• Foamcore
• Coroplast
• Styrene
• Vinyl 
• Canvas

We can print on

and more

Banner Stands

FROM

$16500

• Full  Colour
• Various sizes
   and styles

Photo Books

• Full  Colour
• Hard or Soft Cover Binding
• 24, 32, 40, or 48 page Books
Order your Photo Book on line at

www.volumesdirect.com

100% LOCAL

HELP WANTED

BEST IN CANADA.
BEST IN ONTARIO.
BEST IN REGION.

Experienced HVAC Installer
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in 
Gas Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, 
Air Conditioning and High Pressure Cleaning 
Systems. We service Agricultural, light commercial 
and residential systems.

Applicants must hold a minimum G2 license, be able 
to work with minimal supervision, have good 
customer relation skills, and be willing to be on-call 
for emergency service on a rotating schedule with 
other team members.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to 519-638-3342, 
or by email to jobs@trimech.ca 

7877 WELLINGTON RD. 8 P.O. BOX 248 
DRAYTON, ON. N0G 1P0

308A or 308R 
Sheet Metal Installer

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in 
Gas Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, 
Air Conditioning and High Pressure Cleaning 
Systems. We service Agricultural, light commercial 
and residential systems.

Applicants should be able to work with minimal 
supervision and have good customer relation skills.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to 519-638-3342, 
or by email to jobs@trimech.ca 

7877 WELLINGTON RD. 8 P.O. BOX 248 
DRAYTON, ON. N0G 1P0

HELP WANTED FOR SALE

Strawberries, Melting moments, Date 
pinwheel, Citrus Cookies, Squares, Carmel 

toffee, Midnight mint, Date, Raspberry 
layer, Neopolitin, O Henry etc.

Turkeys, chicken whole or 
breasts, drumsticks, wings, 
Cornish Hens, Rabbit, King 
Squab, soup chickens.

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

CHRISTMAS AT WINROE GARDENS
Fruit Cakes, Dark - light, Minced meat pies (real 
mince), Tourtiére, Meat pies, Fruit pies, Butter 
Tarts, Cookies, Gingerbread, Shortbread, 
Sugar Cookies, Rum balls, Peanut Butter 
Balls, Almond Crescents, Coffee waffers, 

Peanut Butter Logs, Raspberry Ribbons, 
Buttery Chipit cups.

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

HELP WANTED

M.K. MARTIN ENTERPRISE. 
Looking to hire full-time 
production welders. Must be 
able to read & write English. 
Call 519-664-2752, or come in 
with resume.

FOR SALE

OVEN READY, GOVERNMENT 
Inspected Meat Birds for sale. 
$2.60/lb. Call 519-656-2219.

RENTALS

BRIGHT, SPACIOUS, 
1-BEDROOM apartment in 
quiet building. Ideal for 
non-smoking mature tenant. 
Close to downtown. Phone 
519-669-3423.

ELMIRA - 44 Memorial. One 
bedroom apartment avail-
able Jan. 1st, 2014. Appliances 
are supplied. Call Mildred 
Frey 519-741-6970.

REAL ESTATE

ELMIRA - $249,900 2 
bedroom, 3 bath freehold 
townhome. This one owner 
home in immaculate 
condition and features 
newer linoleum flooring in 
kitchen, dining area and 
attached single car garage, 
deck, central air and fin-
ished recroom. Close to 
bus stop and downtown. 
5 appliances included . For 
immediate possession. For 
appointment call Sue at 
519-669-1779.

PERSONALS

PLEASE WRITE - I would like 
to hear from you. I cannot 
contact you or call you by 
telephone as I do not know 
the number. I met you and the 
3 little girls at the Oktoberfest 
Parade on Thanksgiving Day 
at the Victoria & King Street 
Crossing. In our conversation 
you said that you lived in the 
Winterbourne area. Do you 
have a little time for me? Can 
you make time for us to talk? 
I would love to hear from you. 
Please write to: Post Office Box 
#305, Breslau, On. N0B 1M0.

ADVERTISE IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

THE 
OBSERVER.
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

PeeWee: LL#2
Dec. 6 vs. Bradford 
Woolwich: 1  Bradford: 4 
Goals: Matt Brubacher
Assists: Matt Thaler and Tim 
Brunkard

Dec. 7 vs. Kanata
Woolwich: 1  Kanata: 4
Goals: Max Nitsche
Assists: Ian McGregor

Dec. 7 vs. West London 
Woolwich: 3 London: 2
Goals: Connor Kroetsch (2), Tim 
Brunkard
Assists: James Wang, Matt 
Brubacher, Matt Thaler, Ian 
McGregor

Dec 6 vs. Bradford
Woolwich: 1 Bradford: 4 
Goals: Matt Brubacher 
Assists: Tim Brunkard, Matt 
Thaler 

December 6 vs. Kanata
Woolwich: 1 Kanata: 2
Goals: Max Nitsche 
Assists:Ian McGregor 

Dec. 7 vs. West London
Woolwich: 3 London: 2
Goals: Conner Kroetch (2), Tim 
Brunkard 
Assists: James Want, Matt 
Brubacher, Matt Thaler, Brendan 
Grant 

PeeWee: LL#3
Dec 7 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 4  Plattsville: 1
Goals: Jonathan Dinglestad #2, 
Clay Martin, Andrew Kieswetter 
Assists: Dante Del Cul, Blake 
Richardson, Andrew, Kieswetter, 
Turner Willoughby, 

Bantam: MAJOR A
Nov 29 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 1 Oakville: 4
Goals: Jonah Boehm
Assists: Sheldon Metzger

Dec 3 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 1 Hespeler: 4 
Goals: Mitch Waters

Bantam: MINOR A
Nov 29 vs. Stormont 
Woolwich: 3 Stormont: 1
Goals: Cade Schaus, Riley 
Runstedler, Cole Altman 

Nov 30 vs. Erin-Hillsburgh 
Woolwich: 3 Erin-Hillsburgh : 3
Goals: Cade Schaus (2), Jesse 
Sterling 
Assists: Brad Hale, Jesse Sterling 
x 2 

Nov 30 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 6 Oakville: 2
Goals: Jesse Sterling (3), Cole 
Altman, Daniel Carr, Jordan Lee 
Assists: Nick Ravelle, Austin 

Flaherty (2), Nolan McLaughlin, 
Cade Schaus (2), Evan Gowing 

Bantam: LL#2
Nov 30 vs. LL#1
LL1: 1  LL2: 2
Goals: Keean Dowdall, Owen 
Lucier
Assists: Riley Shantz, Max 
Bender (2), Keean Dowdall

Dec 1 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 2   Plattsville: 2
Goals: Noah Rawlinson, Keean 
Dowdall
Assists: Tegan Schaus, Keean 
Dowdall

Dec 10 vs. St. George 
Woolwich: 1 St. George: 7
Goals: Tegan Schaus 
Assists: Noah Rawlinson 

Bantam: AE
Dec 6 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 1 Brampton: 4
Goals: Garrett Reitzel
Assists: Earl Schwartz

Dec 8 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 13 Dundas: 2
Goals: Matthew MacDonald 
(2), Nick Campagnolo 3), Devin 
Williams (2), Kyle Bruder, 
Mathew Uhrig, Alex Turchan (2), 
Garrett Retizel, Justin Uhrig,
Assists: Nick Campagnolo (2), 
Alex Turchan (5), Matthew 
MacDonald (2), Garrett Reitzel 
(2), Justin Uhrig (2), Devin 
Williams, Bruce Martin (2), Caleb 
Reitzel (2), John Wang (2), 
Earl Schwartz, Benton Weber, 
Mathew Uhrig (2)

Midget: MAJOR A
Dec. 7 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 5 Brampton: 2

Goals: Grant Kernick,Matthew 
Leger (2), Alex Uttley (2)
Assists: Matthew Leger, Timothy 
Shuh (2), Luke Brown, Nicholas 
Pavanel, Adrian Gilles, Colby 
Bond, Cole Lenaers

Midget: LL#2
Dec 2 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 8  Ayr: 1 
Goals: Jordan Luis (2), Jacob 
Dubue, Blake Doerbecker, Luke 
Charter, Connor Runstedler(2), 
Dan Rennie
Assists: Jacob Dubue, Blake 
Doerbecker (2), luke Charter 
(2), Connor Runstedler, Cole 
Burkhart, Colin Hartwick (2), 
Josh Totzke

Dec. 6 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 5 Twin Centre: 2
Goals: Joe Dubue (3), Blake 
Doerbecker, Spencer Inglis
Assists: Luke Charter, Nick 
Langer, Cole Burkhart (2), Jacob 
Dubue, Connor Goss (2)

HOCKEY  
TOURNAMENTS

Novice: AE
MD Challenge Cup,  

Burlington, ON | Nov 29

Game 1 vs. Oakridge 
Woolwich: 0 Oakridge: 2

Game 2 vs. West London 
Woolwich: 0 West London: 1

Game 3 vs. Cambridge 
Woolwich: 1  Cambridge: 6 
Goals: Eric Kane 

Game 4 vs. Burlington
Woolwich: 2 Burlington: 4 
Goals: Ben Wilkie, Parker Alles 
Assists: Ben Moyer, Ian Leech 

Game 5 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 0 Milton: 3

Atom: AE
Port Colborne Golden Puck 

Tournament 
Port Colborne, ON | Nov. 23-24

Game 1 vs. North Middlesex
Woolwich: 1 North Middlesex: 6
Goals: Mitch Hartman
Assists: Seb Garrett

Game 2 vs. Baltimore
Woolwich: 1 Baltimore: 1
Goals: Sam Siopiolosz
Assists: Seb Garrett, Tyler 
Brubacher

Game 3 vs. Port Colborne
Woolwich: 1 Port Colborne: 2
Goals: Seb Garrett
Assists: Sam Siopiolosz

Atom: LL#4
Hespeler Olympics Tournament 

Hespeler, ON | Dec 6-7

Game 1 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 9 Hespeler: 0
Goals: Ben Fretz (3) Patrick 
Perry (2), Matthew Yorke (2) 
Zach McMurray, Andrew Buehler
Assists: Josh Moore (3), Matthew 
Yorke (2), Malcolm Sager, Adam 
Pauls, Zach McMurray, Patrick 
Perry, Ben Fretz
Shutout: Jordan Wang

Game 2 vs. Hespeler Black
Woolwich: 9  Hespeler: 1
Goals: Ben Fretz (4) Patrick 
Perry, James McCormick, 
Matthew Yorke, Malcolm Sager, 
Josh Sager
Assists: Josh Sager (2), Adam 
Pauls (2), Patrick Perry, Matthew 
Yorke

Game 3 vs. Gespeler Black
Woolwich: 11  Hespeler: 1

Goals: Ben Fretz (4), Matthew 
Yorke (4), Patrick Perry (2), Josh 
Moore
Assists: Ben Fretz (3), Josh 
Moore (2), Matthew Yorke (2), 
James McCormick (2), Josh 
Moore, Patrick Perry

Game 4 vs. Delhi
Woolwich: 10 Delhi: 1
Goals: Ben Fretz (4) Patrick 
Perry (3), Matthew Yorke, Adam 
Pauls, Malcolm Sager
Assists: Josh Moore (3), Tristan 
Kraemer, Adam Pauls, Josh 
Sager, Malcolm Sager, Matthew 
Yorke

Bantam: MINOR A
Lake Placid, New York Tournament 

Lake Placid, NY | Dec 1

Game 1 vs. Erin-Hillsburgh 
Woolwich: 2 Erin-Hillsburgh : 6
Goals: Jesse Sterling, Cole 
Altman 
Assists: Jesse Sterling

Bantam LL#2
Hespeler Tournament  
Hespeler, ON | Dec 6 

Game 1 vs. Centre Wellington
Woolwich: 2 Centre Wellington: 0
Goals: Riley Shantz (2)
Assists:Dylan Smith (2), Nathan 
Horst (2)
Shut-out: Spencer Bartels 

Game 2 vs. London 
Woolwich: 1 London: 3
Goals: Nathan Horst 
Assists: Max Bender, Owen 
Lucier 

WOOLWICH  
WILD

Novice: LL#1
Dec. 7 vs. Grand River
Woolwich: 6 Grand River: 0
Goals: Kaitlyn Hyatt (3), Claire 
Jacklin (2), Alison Martin

PeeWee: LL
Nov. 30 vs. Grand River
Woolwich: 2  Grand River: 1
Goal: Melyssa MacDonald & 
Maddy Cruickshank
Assists: Maddy Cruickshank, 
Emily Winfield (2), Melyssa 
MacDonald

Dec. 7 vs. Grand River
Woolwich: 2  Grand River: 2
Goals: Liette Fife, Melyssa 
MacDonald
Assists: Brooke Richardson, 
Liette Fife, Rachel Winfield-Ward

Dec. 8 vs. Wilmot
Woolwich: 1  Wilmot: 0
Goals: Brigitte Dyksterhuis
Assists: Maddy Cruickshank
Shutout: Brianna Fleming

PeeWee: BB
Dec. 6 vs. Kitchener
Woolwich: 1 Kitchener: 2
Goals: Jenna Duimering

Assists: Abbey Burkholder

Dec. 7 vs. St. Thomas
Woolwich: 2 St. Thomas: 5
Goals: Delaney Douglas 2x
Assists: Cassidy Moser, Abbey 
Burkholder, Alana Bauman, Mya 
Brubacher

Bantam: B
Dec. 9 vs. Waterloo 
Woolwich: 4 Waterloo: 2
Goals: Abi Martin, Mikayla 
Weber, Morgan Douglas, Caitlin 
Pickard 
Assists: Caitlin Pickard, Mikayla 
Weber (2)

Midget: BB
Dec 7 vs. London
Woolwich: 1 London: 1
Goals: Rachel Weber
Assists: Jen McDonald, Marlee 
Kernick

Atom: BB
Dec 6 vs. Clarington
Woolwich: 1 Clarington: 1
Goals: Haylee
Assists: Delaney K, Julia

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

Atom: BB 
Whitby Tournament of Heroes 

Whitby, ON | Dec 6-8

Game 1 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 2  Oakville: 0
Goals: Ella, Julia
Assists: Haylee
Shutout: Bethany

Game 2 vs. Whitby
Woolwich: 2  Whitby: 0
Goals: Maddy (2)
Shutout: Bethany

Game 3 vs. Markham
Woolwich: 2  Markham: 0
Goals: Haylee, Ella
Assists: Maddy (2), Carly
Shutout: Bethany

Game 4 vs. Clarington
Woolwich: 2 Clarington: 3
Goals: Charlise, Haylee
Assists: Haylee, Carly, Julia, 
Karissa

Atom: C
St. Thomas Panthers on the 

Prowl Tournament 
St. Thomas, ON | Dec. 6-7

Game 1 vs. Guelph 
Woolwich: 3  Guelph: 0
Goals: Jenna Duimering (2), Mya 
Brubacher
Assists: Mya Brubacher (2), 
Jenna Duimering, Maggie 
Sargent
Shutout: Jenna Landry

Game 2 vs. Ilderton 
Woolwich: 0 Ilderton : 3

Game 3 vs. Petrolia  
Woolwich: 0 Petrolia: 3

Game 4 vs. Victory Honda 
Woolwich: 1 Victory Honda: 3
Goals: Teesha Weber 
Assists: Annabel Musselman, 
Avery Durrer 

Game 5 vs. Ingersoll 
Woolwich: 3 Ingersoll: 3
Goals: Payton Ravelle, Jillian 
Mcintyre, Teesha Weber 
Assists: Annabel Musselman, 
Lexi Runstedler, Jillian Mcintyre 

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

Atom: LL#1
Dec 7 vs. Paris
Twin Centre: 7  Paris: 1
Goals: Noah (2), Barett, 

THE SCORE » CONTINUED FROM PG. 27

Christian, Braydon, Nolan, Cory
Assists: Barett, Thomas

Dec 0 vs. LL#2
LL1: 5 LL2: 1
Goals: Cory (3), Christian, Nolan 
Assists: Barett, Thomas, Michael, 
Carson, Christian 

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Atom :B
Dec. 3 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 3  Guelph: 1
Goals: Kara Dietrich, Emily 
Krueger (2)
Assists: Marlee Fraser, Claire 
Higgins, Katya Yusim

Intermediate: LL
Dec 8 vs. Grand River 
Woolwich: 6 Grand River: 1
Goals: Shannon Jewitt (3), Jaide 
Shantz (3) 
Assists: Jaide Shantz, Shannon 
Jewitt 

Dec 9 vs. Waterloo 
Twin Centre: 4 Waterloo: 3 
Goals: Becky Jantzi, Shannon 
Jewitt (2), Shannon Lorentz 
Assists: Shannon Jewitt, Jessica 
Dunbar (2), Emily Detzler, Holly 
Lorentz 

Bantam: BB
Dec 8 vs. Waterloo 
Twin Centre: 1 Waterloo: 2
Goals: Deanna Mainland 
Assists: Leah Sebben Emma 
Banbury 

Dec 9 vs. Wilmot
Twin Centre: 1 Wilmot: 0
Goals: Meghan Schnarr 
Assists: Laura Weber 
Shutout: Nicole Hendershot

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

POWER OF PRESS.
NEWSPAPERS HAVE PROVEN TO SUPPLY TRUSTWORTHY ADS AND SHOPPING 

RESOURCES. PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH A PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED 

AD IN THE OBSERVER TODAY.

The Woolwich Wildcats Atom Local League #4 team won four straight games including the championship 
to win gold at the Hespeler Olympics Tournament. Back row: Rob Sager (trainer), Matt Lukas (asst. 
coach), Josh Moore, Dan Pauls (head coach), Patrick Perry, Tristan Kraemer, Terry Kraemer (asst. coach). 
Middle row: Josh Sager, James McCormick, Andrew Buehler, Ben Fretz, Malcolm Sager, Matthew Yorke, 
Adam Pauls. Front: Jordan Wang. [SUBMITTED]

The Woolwich Wild Atom BB girls were silver medalists in the Whitby Tournament of Heroes Dec. 6-8.  
Despite playing five hard-fought games, which included nine goals and three shutouts, the girls lost 
3-2 in overtime. Back row: Deb Doerbecker (trainer), Bob Clemmer (asst. coach), Jason Doerbecker 
(asst. coach), Charlie Campbell (head coach), Sharon Keen (trainer). Middle row: Carly Bauman, Haylee 
Clemmer, Jocelyn Pickard, Delaney Jacklin, Ella Campbell, Larissa Musselman. Front row: Sydney 
Dettweiler, Maddy Goss, Julia Doerbecker, Delaney Keen, Karissa Schouppe, Charlise Roth. Goalie: 
Bethany Hebbourn.

ATOMS SWEEP TO HESPELER GOLD

ATOM GIRLS TAKE SILVER IN WHITBY
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WE SPECIALIZE
IN GETTING THE

WORD OUT!
CONTACT DONNA DRUDY@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
519-669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

COMPUTER
RUNNING
SLOW?
PC/Laptop 
Tune-Up

PC TUNE UPS | REPAIRS : IN-HOME | ON SITE  
OR FREE PICK UP / DELIVERY ELMIRA AREA

$49
From

Speedy Service!

Cell: (519) 574-9705
24/7 MESSAGING

(519) 669-0755

Call Us For 
Pickup /  Delivery 
ELMIRA & AREA

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

GENERAL SERVICES

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

CUSTOM TARPS & COVERS
CUSTOM SEWING AND REPAIRS

MarTarp

(519) 698-2754
ivan@aaronmartin.com

4445 Posey Line Wallenstein ON.

Gravity Box, Mesh Tarps,
Shelters, Tent Repair etc.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!WE’RE 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE.

We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise your 
business services 
here. Get weekly 
exposure with fan-
tastic results. Call 
us at 519.669.5790.

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Rink Tarps Now in Stock!

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira
519.669.5313

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S
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Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

LAWN MOWING 
PACKAGES
· weekly, biweekly services

FULL FLOWER BED MAINTENANCE
· weeding, pruning, dead heading, 

planting, flowerbed edging, mulch 
delivery & installation

TOP DRESSING & OVERSEEDING
· Triple Mix topsoil & sure start 

overseed grass seed

SNOW PLOWING & ICE CONTROL
· Trucks, Tractors, Skidsteer

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner
Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819

Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$225.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other special offers

or coupons. *Expires Dec. 31/13

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops 
Decks & Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks  

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

Call Lawrence Metzger
(226) 789-7301

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998•Final grading

•Lawn repair & complete seeding 
•Well equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Site prep for Garden sheds, sidewalks etc.
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issues
•Rain Water collection systems

Murray & Daniel Shantz

Just Gardens
Anita Soehner

226.476.2039
rozell_soehner@yahoo.ca

Complete Garden and
Lawn Maintenance

Clean Up | Mulch
Planting | Garden Design

Lawn Maintenance
All Your Gardening Needs

Cell | 519.504.5934

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Frameless Showers & Railings

www.RobertBrown.com

 Table and shelf glass
 Ask for a quote… we install

www.RobertBrown.com

1411 King Street, St. Jacobs519-664-1435
info@robertbrown.com

THIS SPACE
FOR RENT

CONTACT DONNA DRUDY@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY
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YOUR DREAM HOME WAS JUST LISTED IN CANADA’S BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Make Your Next Home Your Dream Home! 

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

$500.00
DONATION

will be made with every 
home bought or sold by 

Paul or Alli in
Woolwich.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426
Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

Home Evaluation!

Elmira – As soon as you walk in the door you will see for yourself a mix of modern 
& classics. From French door walkout to side deck to concrete countertops this 
home has been renovated extensively! Convenient mudrm off garage & 
completely renovated & updated kit. Open concept MF w/LR, Sep DR & kit. Partly 
fin’d basement w/RR. MLS 1341452 Call Alli or Paul direct.

FANTASTIC KITCHEN
$314,900$314,900

$199,900$199,900
WELL MAINTAINED

Drayton - This well maintained home is equipped with separate garage 
and/or workshop. Spacious eat in kitchen with sliders to deck featuring a hot 
tub over looking back yard. Convenient main floor laundry and Mudroom off 
kitchen. Zoned C1. MLS 1337694. Call Alli or Paul Direct.

$595,000$595,000
Elmira - This Unique Elmira home is fully restored and updated. Gardens 
featuring: Court yard, peaceful sitting areas, waterfall and pond, walkways 
of stone and brick, stunning landscaping throughout. Expect the 
unexpected in this beautiful century home. Kitchen with island and the 
conservatory bring a modern touch to the old world charm of the fabulous 
home. MLS 1334983 Call Alli or Paul direct.

UNIQUE AND FULLY RESTORED
Waterloo - This well cared for bungalow with detached garage is close to 
expressway, walking trail, schools, transit and amenities. Enjoy the bright 
gourmet style kitchen with skylight and French door walkout to patio, perfect for 
having a backyard bbq. Or when the weather gets cold bring it inside to the 
roomy separate dining room. Enjoy the finished basement with 3pc bathroom 
and recroom featuring gas fireplace. MLS 1341566 Call Alli or Paul direct.

BUNGALOW
$334,900$334,900

$299,900$299,900
Elmira - 3 bedroom single detached home with single garage on beautiful, quiet 
street.  Large living room with wood fireplace surrounded by built in shelving. Formal 
dining room off eat in kitchen.  Carpet free main floor except 2 bedrooms. Master 2 
piece ensuite. Finished basement including: rec room, office,  and workshop. Garage 
with the door to house and to fully fenced back yard with concrete patio and shed.  
4 appliances included. MLS 1344680. Call Alli or Paul direct.

BEAUTIFUL QUIET STREET

Elmira@royallepage.ca  

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

www.elmirahomes.ca Shanna Rozema
Broker  / Owner

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record / Owner

Monique Roes
Sales Representative / Owner “Helping you is what we do”

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through49+ YEARS

of combined service
to HELP you!

OUTSTANDING BUNGALOW
$427,500. NEW HAMBURG Exceptionally appointed 
1587 sq.ft home situated in the adult community of 
Stone Croft. Many amenities offered for your 
enjoyment, rec centre, billiards, trails & more. Quality 
features incl, hardwood & ceramic flrs, oak kitchen & 
large dining area. MLS

$369,900 Paradigm presents this uniquely designed 4 
level sidesplit, 3 bdrms, 3 baths, custom maple kitchen w/4 
stainless appl., hardwood & ceramic flrs, fam rm. w/gas FP, 
walk-up to rear yard, ensuite. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | Sun, Dec 15th 2-4 pm
150 Brookmead Street, Elmira

PARADIGM PRESENTS…
$353,550 ELMIRA Bungalow semi in park setting! 
Walkout basement! Custom kitchen, hardwood & 
ceramic floors, main floor master w/ensuite. Still time 
to pick your colours. EXCLUSIVE

$629,900 MAPLETON TOWNSHIP Picturesque 
natures wonderland on 13 acres. 2300 sq.ft Pioneer 
Log home welcoming atmosphere of warmth. 
Stunning great room/ kitchen offers many amenities, 
one will not be disappointed. NEW MLS

Visit our model home/sales office at 
150 Brookmead St., Elmira Sun 2 - 4pm or call for details.

RANCH BUNGALOW
HESSON Wow! Almost ½ acre backing onto farmland in 
a Village setting 15 mins from Elmira. Large 4 bdrm, 2 bath 
home, entertainers dream basement, newly renovated 
with rec room & games area w/pool table, GEO thermal 
heating/cooling, detached 12’20’ heated shop. MLS

Exclusive ... Paradigm Elmira Homes presents ...

in the village of Drayton. 
Beautifully appointed 
1286-2046 sq ft, with loft 
options. Open concept- 
oversized double garage.

STARTING AT $349,900

PRE-SELLING
DRAYTON RIDGE!

NEW LISTING!

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

CUSTOM HOME | $444,900
Bungalow Numerous features 
found in upscale homes. MLS

8 PLEX | $525,000
Impressive returns. Don't miss 
this one! MLS

For info on these or any other 
real estate enquiries, Call Dale

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM
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CELEBRATE 
FAMILY
IN THE 

OBSERVER

Our Family Album is  
the perfect place to show the people 

you love how much you care!

MAKE YOUR OWN 
HEADLINES IN 

THE COMMUNITY.
THE OBSERVER FAMILY ALBUM IS 

HERE TO SHARE YOUR FAMILY NEWS.

DEATH NOTICES

AFFORDABLE starter home with large 
detached garage. Newer shingles and fur-
nace. Most windows have been replaced. 
Separate entrance to in-law suite in the 
bsmt. with a 2nd kitchen & 3pc. bathrm. 
Long asphalt driveway. Located on a quiet, 
dead-end street. MLS $274,900

HAWKESVILLLE BUSINESS OPPOR-
TUNITY – Operate your own business 
& live in the spacious, well maintained,  
3 bdrm. dwelling. Presently a catering 
business (seats 54) but this property 
has endless opportunities! 1400 sq.ft. of 
commercial space. Single garage + lots 
of pkg. MLS$419,900

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION
LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

QUIET CRESCENT – FOUR bdrm. home 
with 3 updated baths (3pc. ensuite), main 
flr. family rm. w/fireplace & w/o to a HUGE 
2 tiered deck with 8 person hot tub . Fenced 
yard. Open concept kit./D.A. to fam. rm.  
Formal D.R. and liv. rm. This home is car-
pet-free & tastefully decorated. Extra-long 
dble. driveway & dble. garage w/newer 
door. MLS REDUCED$459,900

NEW PRICE!

Very Merry
Christmas Season!

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.

45 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com

Office:
519-669-2772

For your business 
and your friendship 
we are deeply 
grateful and  
wish you all a

SOLD

OBITUARYANNIVERSARY

FAMILY ALBUMREAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Rawlinson, V. Marilyn
Peacefully passed away surrounded 
by her family on Monday, December 
9, 2013 at Leisureworld Care Centre, 
Elmira, at the age of 77 years. Beloved 
wife of the late Robert “Bob” Rawlinson 
(December 29, 1987). Dear mother of 
Paul and Sarah Rawlinson, Susan and 
Richard Hands, all of Waterloo. Also 
lovingly remembered by her six grand-
children Kyla, Jacob, Noah and Sammy 
Rawlinson; Rachel and Carson Hands. 
Sister of Patricia McKay of Stratford 
and sister-in-law of Betty Kent of Kings-
ton. Special aunt of Catherine Ritter, 
William Kent, Catherine Flinsenberg 
and Brian McKay. Predeceased by 
her parents George and Vera (Patrick) 
Stephenson. The family received their 
relatives and friends at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira on Wednesday, 
December 11, 2013 from 7-9 p.m. A 
private family service was held with 
interment in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
In Marilyn’s memory, donations to St. 
Mary’s Hospital Cardiac Care Unit or 
Grand River Regional Cancer Centre 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Congratulations  
on your 50th  

Wedding Anniversary

Married December 21, 1963. 
Wishing you many more years of memories, 

Love your family.

David & Carolyn

SHANTZ, OLIVE | Passed away peace-
fully with her family by her side, 
on Wednesday, December 4, 2013 
at Leisureworld Caregiving Centre, 
Elmira, at the age of 86 years.

WEBER, “ISEY” ISRAEL | Died peace-
fully in the arms of his loving family 
on Thursday, December 5, 2013, at 
Juravinski Cancer Centre, Hamilton, 
in his 78th year, after a courageous 
struggle with cancer.

WEITZEL, EILEEN RENATTA | Passed 
away with her family at her side 
at St. Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener on Saturday, December 7, 
2013, in her 88th year.

YANTZI, GRACE ANN | Of Wellesley, at 
the age of 53, Grace passed away 
peacefully at Grand River Hospital, 
surrounded by loved ones, on 
Monday, December 9, 2013 follow-
ing a one and a half year journey 
through Myelodysplastic Syndrome, 
stem cell transplant and acute 
myeloid leukemia.

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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The EDSS boys’ hockey team won 6-1 over Galt Collegiate on Dec. 6. Goals were scored by Brady Gerber (2), Nick McKee, Mitch Kernick, Spencer Brick and Dalton Wojeck.  
[WILL SLOAN  / THE OBSERVER]

LANCERS SKATE TO VICTORY AGAINST GALT COLLEGIATE
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / MAKING A DIFFERENCE

Well, ready or not, 
Christmas is literally right 
around the corner. We, like 
Santa’s elves, have been 
keeping very busy with 
lots of Christmas catering 
events to keep us in a jolly 
holiday mood.

Although our Christ-
mas break will be brief, 
we certainly look forward 
to spending some quality 
time with family and our 
close friends. This usu-
ally means plenty of great 
food and special holiday 
beverage concoctions. We 
love to get creative with 
hot chocolates, eggnogs 
and sangrias, so here are 
three of our favourite to 
try out this year. These 
drinks will be sure to im-
press your guests if you’re 
entertaining and can also 
be brought along with you 
when you’re the one doing 

the visiting. 
You can 

also make 
non-alcoholic 
versions 
of these 

A few 
ideas for 
mixing 
some 
holiday 
cheer

CHEF’S TABLE | 47

ELENA MAYSTRUK

SVP | 44

Riding the coattails 
of the season of giving, 
a group of youths from 
around Waterloo Region 
are stepping up their social 
responsibility. It’s an effort 
that will carry over well 
past the holidays. 

Modeled on initiatives 
such as We Day and Free 
the Children, the new 
group aims to rally youth 
together to get involved 
with the causes they are 
most passionate about. 
SVP Teens is a branch of 
Social Venture Partners 
Waterloo Region, an or-
ganization that collects 
grant funds for non-profit 
organizations including 
the Woolwich Counselling 
Centre.

“Right now, what we are 
hoping to help out with is 
underprivileged kids in 
high schools and people in 
the community in general 
who can’t afford to play 
sports or any other extra-
curricular activity,” said 
the group’s chair, Matthew 
Caputo of St. Agatha.  

Like many of the kids 
involved, Caputo, who at-
tends Waterloo Collegiate 
Institute, has watched his 
parents’ involvement with 
SVP with great interest. 
He and the others jumped 
on the chance to flex their 
philanthropic muscles 
with an issue that is dear to 
their hearts. 

“Many of us have been 
friends for a while. Many 
of us have parents who 

In its initial stages, SVP Teens encourages young people to get involved with causes near to them

have been part of the SVP 
adults group, and I think 
our parents have instilled 
in us the idea that it’s good 
to help out in the com-
munity. That’s something 
we’ve always had in the 
backs of our minds. Since 
we already knew so much 
about it from our parents, 
we all thought it would be 
a good idea,” he explained 
of how the group came to-
gether.

Holding regular meet-
ings at each other’s homes, 

the youths involved, 
students from Grades 
9 through 12, hail from 
Kitchener, Waterloo, and 
Wilmot Township.

“It’s something we are all 
passionate about. We are 
all in high school and we 
wanted to do something 
we were all interested in. 
That was the first idea that 
popped into our minds,” 
said Caputo.  

The idea is to network 
with charities whose goals 
match those of SVP Teens’ 

and present the programs 
with grants, much like 
SVP Waterloo Region. The 
teens have already started 
fundraising with proceeds 
from a lemonade stand at 
November SVP event and 
are looking for suitable 
candidates. 

Just as in the parent 
organization SVP Teens 
funds may find their way 
into diverse charities with 
various programs. 

“The teen group follows 
the same model as SVP 

does. We give unrestricted 
grants. So we don’t neces-
sarily, say when we select 
the charities that they have 
to earmark the funds for 
specific projects. We trust 
that the charity already 
knows what they need to 
spend their money on. Be-
cause we are volunteering 
with them we’ve got a good 
sense that they are using 
the funds wisely,” said 
Andrea Bocking of Social 

CHEF’S TABLE/  
RYAN TERRY, FLOW 
CATERING

RECIPE
NOTES

NEW  
LOCATION!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

“Do you have an emergency roadside kit 
in your vehicle? These kits are especially 
important to have during winter months. 
Your kit should include; booster cables, 
matches & candles, a warm blanket, a 
flashlight, a first aid kit and a screwdriver” 
- Maynard

Auto Care Tip of the Week

SVP Teens hope to support underprivileged kids by helping to cushion fees for sports and extracurricular activities. The group includes Matthew Caputo, Michael Elop, Laura Elop, Reid 
Martin, Andrew Caputo, Owen Martin, Tom Jackson and Ben Jackson.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Youths find a way to give 
back to their communities
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Grant’sHands on therapy

“Serving the Community”

• Muscles, Nerves & Stress

• Old & New Injuries

• Family Discounts

• Home Visits Provided

cell: 519-577-3251
Grant Brubacher, Elmira ON

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT
The Events Calendar is 
reserved for Non-profit 
local community events 
that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not 
guaranteed. Registrations, 
corporate events, open 
houses  and the like do not 
qualify in this section.

DECEMBER 14

NINTH ANNUAL BREAKFAST WITH Santa! Free 
admission to see Mr. and Mrs. Claus. Breakfast 
(pancakes, sausage, eggs, hash browns, baked 
beans and a drink) $5 per person at the door. 
Entertainment by Zach the One Man Circus, 
and face painting by Cleo the Clown. Proudly 
sponsored by the Optimist Club of St. Jacobs.

DECEMBER 16

MAKING BABY FOOD CLASS – 1-3 p.m. Learn how 
to make and store your own baby food with 
Robin Hicken, Dietitian. Babies welcome. For 
information call 519 664-3794.

DECEMBER 17

PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS Club Bingo, 7 p.m. 
upstairs at the St. Clements Community Centre. 
For more information contact Joe Brick at 519-
699-4022.

DECEMBER 18

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors 
open at 11:30 a.m.). Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood. Cost: $11. Community 
Care Concepts invites you to join us for a hot 
noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment. 
Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for 
more information.

DECEMBER 19

THE LIONS CLUB OF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at 
Elmira Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All 
proceeds go to support the many projects of the 
Lions Club of Elmira. For more information call 
519-572-2669.

DECEMBER 20 

HAM & SCALLOP POTATO Dinner $7. Royal 
Canadian Legion, 11 First St., Elmira; 6 p.m. 
Takeouts available - call 519-669-2932 to place 
order for pick up Friday. 

DECEMBER 21

CHRISTMAS CAN BE A painful time for some. 
It may be the first Christmas without loved 
family members who have recently died. It 
may be a time that has always been difficult. 
For those reasons, Wellesley Mennonite Church 
and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church are offering 
a community “Longest Night, Blue Christmas 
Service” on Saturday December 21 at 7 p.m. 
at Wellesley Mennonite Church, 157 David St., 
Wellesley. Come out and join with us in sharing 
and hearing prayers, scripture and music that 
acknowledge that God’s presence is for those 
who mourn, for those who struggle – and 
that God’s word comes to shine light into our 
darkness. Everyone is welcome.

DECEMBER 23

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 
Snyder Ave. S., Elmira (community room). 
Cost $6. Join us for a noonday light lunch and 
fellowship.  Call Community Care Concepts at 
519-664-1900 for more information.

JANUARY 3

BUILDING WITH LEGO AT Elmira Library –2 - 3 
p.m. or 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Join us at the Elmira 
Branch Library to Build with Lego! Free. For 
kids ages 7 to 12. Space is limited. Lego will be 
supplied by the library and designs are to be 
left at the library. For questions, contact the 
Elmira Branch at 519-669-5477 or email elmlib@
regionofwaterloo.ca.

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm | Sun. 9am & 11:00am

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2816
www.floramc.org

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service

Hopping Thursday’s
7-8:30pm Programs for all ages

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, December 15
Emanuel

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45 am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 

Sunday, 
December 15, 2013

9:15 & 11:00 AM

The Prince of Peace

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Sun., Dec. 15th

11:00am

Overjoyed:
Rejoicing in Sorrow

Matt RobinsonDiscovering God Together

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Worship: 9:30am
Second Sunday in Advent

O, the Mystery of God’s Dwelling!

Christian Education
for all ages: 11:00am

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service   Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM



44 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2013

19 First Street East, Elmira

CJ
519.669.8511

toll free 1.888.669.8511
www.freysflowers.com

Over 25 Years 
Experience

Brubacher Ltd.

519.669.3362

Yuletide Wishes Yuletide Wishes 
for a season filled with
caring and sharing with
those near and dear to
your heart. 

Snider Bros. Furniture
19 Arthur Street, Elmira - 519-669-5077

Blessings from afar
This Christmas we hope that all of your 

prayers are answered and your days 
are filled with the gifts of the season.

Call Today!

519-699-1118
www.richmondheatingandair.com

HIGH EFFICIENCY HEATING | NATURAL GAS PIPING  | SEE US FOR GOVERNMENT REBATES ON FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONERS

1-2633 Hergott Rd. | St Clements

Let UsJoin
Hands 
& Pray
From all of us at:

For peace in our 
hearts, peace in our 

homes and peace 
throughout each 
and every land.

SVP: They’re making an effort to improve the quality of life in the place where they live
FROM | 42

Venture Partners.  
A hands-on approach to 

making a difference is just 
as important as donating 
funds, and the former is 
a key aspect of the teen 
organization that will con-
tinue its efforts long after 
the glow of the holidays is 
past. 

“The thing that’s differ-
ent about SVP Teens is that 
not only do we raise funds 
but we actually donate our 
time and get involved with 
those charities,” Caputo 
said. 

With many youth organi-

zations in areas surround-
ing the Region of Waterloo, 
such as Free the Children 
and We Day to name a cou-
ple, how big is the need for 
a local effort like this? 

“Well, this is where we 
live. If we want to continue 
having a nice life here 
in Waterloo, Cambridge, 
wherever it is, we should 
give back and especially 
for future generations as 
well,” he said. 

In the interest of foster-
ing trust among members 
and keep their goals man-
ageable, the group is keep-
ing their numbers low for 

now. They still welcome 
any regional youths want-
ing to join the cause.  

Once the group decides 
on an area of focus, SVP 
Teen will send out applica-
tions to local charities ask-
ing for letters of proposal. 
The applications will then 
be reviewed by SVP Teens, 
Caputo explained.

“We just want to see 
some sort of difference in 
the community and since 
we visit the charities, we 
want to see them put that 
money to good use and see 
how our contribution can 
really make a difference.”The teens involved at this point hail from across the region, with more volunteers being sought.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

During the holiday season more then ever our 
thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made 
our progress possible. And in this spirit we say, 
simply but sincerely thank you and best wishes 
for the holiday season and a happy new year. 

Blessings At Christmas

7705 Fourth Line, Wallenstein | 519.698.9930

One KM south of
Winterbourne

265 Katherine St. S. 

519-664-3701 Floradale, Ontario
519-669-3392
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ACROSS
1. Construction girder
6. A failure to hit
13. “60 Minutes” network
16. Engine supercharger
17. God, with “the”
18. Crumb
19. Former Greek monetary 
unit
21. A hearty draft
22. ___ cross
23. Afflict
24. Person in a mask
25. Bowl over
26. A purplish dye
30. Sewage container
33. Converts light into 
electricity
35. Bug out
36. Fall (over)
37. Cast
38. ___ lab
39. Monk’s title
42. “___ Maria”
44. Basin
46. CD follower
47. Organ of hearing
48. Abrasion
51. The greatest possible 

degree
53. Debtor’s note
54. “___ Town Too” (1981 
hit)
55. Aged
57. Big, fat mouth
58. Blouse, e.g.
59. Anger
60. “Act your ___!”
62. Earth’s crust
65. Trick taker, often
66. Users of the scientific 
method
69. Electrical device
73. Tend to, as a bad lawn
74. “Duck soup!”
75. Masefield play “The 
Tragedy of ___”
76. Back-to-work time: Abbr.
77. Appear
78. Runs smoothly
80. Jubilance
85. “Comprende?”
86. Skeletal muscle
88. Bead material
89. “To ___ is human ...”
90. “The Plague” setting
91. In a corner

DOWN
1. It would
2. Sticker
3. Victorian, for one
4. “20/20” network
5. Fabric
6. Breakfast, lunch or dinner
7. “Cousin __”
8. Continuation
9. Drab people
10. Not suitable
11. Churchill’s “so few”: Abbr.
12. Little helper
13. Baked, in Bologna
14. Hitler’s mistress
15. Smelly
20. Giving milk
25. Chester White’s home
26. “Don’t ___!”
27. ___ v. Wade
28. Resolve
29. Sesame seed and honey 
confection
30. Knocked off, in a way
31. “Otherwise...”
32. Dank
34. Flimflam
38. Work hard
39. Scorn

40. ___ grass
41. “___ Doubtfire”
43. High standards
45. ___ jacket
48. Be in session
49. Dove’s sound
50. Wrapped up
52. Desert sight
56. Animal house
61. Become a member
63. Absorbed, as a cost
64. “Acid”
65. “___ calls?”
66. Meager
67. Ceremonial burner
68. Renter
69. Bait
70. Indy entrant
71. Daisylike bloom
72. Remove sails
76. ___ Verde National Park
78. “Harper Valley ___”
79. www.yahoo.com, e.g.
81. Toni Morrison’s “___ Baby”
82. “Rocks”
83. Bauxite, e.g.
84. “20,000 Leagues” 
harpooner ___ Land
87. 3.14

It’s not easy, but there have been cases of striking it rich in one’s sleep

Q. What’s a most strik-
ing way to “get rich in 
your sleep”? Striking, 
yes, but neither easy nor 
practical.
A. One famous instance 
was when golfer Jack Nick-
laus went into a long slump, 
having lost the graceful 
accuracy and timing of his 
swing, says New York Uni-
versity’s David Randall in 
his book “Dreamland.”  
   His career was in jeop-
ardy. Then one night, as 
he recounted later, he 
dreamed of pounding the 
ball onto the fairway. When 
he woke up, he realized 
he had been holding the 

club slightly differently, 
an adjustment that let him 
keep his right arm steady 
through the swing. “It was a 
tweak barely perceptible to 
anyone else, but Nicklaus 
instantly recognized it was 
the solution to his troubles. 
He got out of bed, went di-
rectly to the course, gripped 
the club like he had in his 
dream, and shot a 68. His 
old stroke was back.”

Another example in-
volved German chemist 
August Kekule, who awoke 
one night from a gilded 
dream about a snake eating 
its own tail. He suddenly 
realized the snake was in 
the same hexagonal shape 
as the benzene molecule he 
had been studying, which 
curved back around on it-
self. This 1845 discovery led 
to Kekule’s being awarded a 

title of nobility.
When 19th-century poet 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
awoke from an opium-
induced dream, he had 300 
lines of verse in his head, 
which became “Kubla 
Khan.” One hundred fifty 
years later, musician Paul 
McCartney woke up with 
the melody for his song 
“Yesterday” running 
through his head. “It was 
just all there, a complete 
thing,” he later told a biog-
rapher. “I couldn’t believe 
it.”

As Nobel-Prize-winning 
scientists Francis Crick 
and Graeme Mitchison 
theorized, the brain picks 
up countless bits of infor-
mation throughout the day 
and sorts through them 
during REM, or dreaming 
sleep, forgetting the useless 

stuff. With luck, the mind is 
“freed to make associations 
that it couldn’t see before.”
Q. If a young girl sits on a 
blanket and pulls up very 
hard on all four corners 
at once, can she lift her-
self? “Well, of course not, 
although I know of one 
girl who tried with all her 
might,” says Jearl Walker 
in “The Flying Circus 
of Physics.” So how do 
jumping beans manage 
to jump up into the air?
A. In the bean is a small 
worm that first pushes off 
from the bottom and then 
collides with the top, pro-
pelling the bean upward, 
Walker explains. “The 
external force (the force 
outside the worm-bean sys-
tem) that is responsible for 
the motion is the upward 
force on the worm as it 
initiates the jump.”

Q. Is it the “dawn of a 
new affliction” or the 
“spawn of a new afflic-
tion”? Only that power-
ful new website WebMD 
knows for sure.
A. Before the Internet, 
getting a medical diagno-
sis required consulting a 
trained professional, says 
“Mental Floss” maga-
zine. But with WebMD’s 
1996 debut of “Symptom 
Checker,” nervous browsers 
have been able to do self-
diagnosis with just a few 
mouse clicks. Thus has the 
site “fomented a brand-new 
malady: ‘cyberchondria’ 
-- Internet-induced hypo-
chondria.”

Just how needlessly 
alarming can all this be? 
Fewer than 1 in 50,000 peo-
ple have a brain tumor, but 
according to “Psychology 

Today” magazine, a quick 
search on the word “head-
ache” will show 25% of the 
results citing brain tumors 
as a likely cause. Little won-
der that a 2008 study found 
40% of self-diagnosing 
websters wind up suffering 
increased anxiety.  
   As the “New York Times” 
summed it up: WebMD’s 
“click-friendly alarmist 
tone” feeds into cyberchon-
dria. “And the strategy pays 
-- in 2010 the site generated 
more than $500 million in 
advertising profits ... great 
for WebMD maybe, but for 
sufferers of the common 
cold, not so much.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Israel

Debra J. Ropp of Elmira recently travelled 
to Israel on a tour of The Holy Land.  Here 
we see her with her Observer in hand 
across from the temple site where the 
Dome of the Rock now stands.

LOCATION

CAPTION
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Elmira 
Insurance 
BrokersLimited

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

From all of us:
Wil Lichty, Mark King, 

Lee Clemens, Kerry Mullen,
Brittany Hahn, Lori Moser,

Tracey Williams

9 Mill Street, Elmira   |   519-669-5161

May the holidays 
bring plenty of 

friends and family 
to your fireside and 
happiness and joy 

to your heart.

All the Best in
the New Year.
All the Best in 
the New Year.

www.eloragorgeanimalhospital.com

Dr. Linda Franchetto | 519.846.8400
Next to the Grand River Raceway

Happy Holidays!

Marg Weber of Waterloo won 
the 2-storey Pine/Cedar Doll House

Judy Furlong of Elmira won 
$250 Cash 

Pat Wintermeyer of Elmira won 
$100 Cash

Dan Ziegler of Elmria won 
$100 Cash

St. Teresa Of Avila Catholic Women's League held 
their Pot Luck Christmas Dinner on December 10th. 

Congratulations to the winners for the Raffle.

The League is very grateful to the following members 
who received 60 year Service Pins: 

Joanne Dillon, Betty Furlong, Marcella Furlong, Rita Graff,  
Gerty Scherrer, Marie Snelling and Verna Walz. Elaine Forler 

received her 50 year of Service Pin and Pat Cadorette 
received her 40 year Service Pin. 

Thank you for your many years of faithful service.

St. Teresa of Avila
2013 Pot Luck Christmas Dinner

RAFFLE WINNERS
It was morning when 
Woolwich Township resi-
dent Brock Lasso noticed 
a deer in distress on Kraft 
Drive in Bloomingdale two 
weeks ago. Attempting to 
jump over a 10-foot fence 
on private property, it got 
stuck, impaled on its stom-
ach. Seeing the animal in 
obvious distress, Lasso won-
dered what he should do. 

“I went back to the Hu-
mane Society and [they] 
said they would contact the 
police. Meanwhile this deer 
that’s still alive and suffer-
ing is lying on this fence 
… still after a half an hour 
of calling, nobody came. 
Finally, an officer comes out 
and has to use his service 
revolver: it took about 10 
shots to kill the deer,” Lasso 
said this week.

The incident left Lasso 
questioning what he calls 
the “lack of cooperation” 
between institutions and 
lack of public information 
in such situations. 

Among those Lasso spoke 
to about his concerns was 
Ward 3 councillor Bonnie 
Bryant, who raised the issue 
at council, prompting the 
township to compile some 
concise information for 
members of the public who 
might come across wildlife 
in distress.

The K-W Humane Society 
has contracts with the cities 

There’s no clear process when 
a wild animal is in distress
Woolwich resident’s experience with injured deer prompts township to clarify 
what should be done in such cases, including compiling contact information

ELENA MAYSTRUK

of Waterloo and Kitchener, 
protecting animal rights as 
they relate to pain, suffering 
or distress. In the townships 
the organization communi-
cates with the municipality 
or the police when animal 
distress is reported. 

Councillors turned down 
a proposal for Humane 
Society wildlife services, 
CAO David Brenneman 
confirmed. Acquiring the 
services would add about 
$45,000 to the township’s 
budget. 

“Council’s only direction 
at this point is has been ad-
ditional information that 
will help people know what 
to do in these situations,” 
he said. 

Severely injured wild ani-
mals are extremely unlikely 
to survive, said Humane 
Society executive director 
Jack Kinch. 

“If an animal is impaled, 

as that animal was, we 
would euthanize it. The 
animal is frightened and the 
more efforts that humans 
would try in rectifying the 
situation, the animal would 
become more frightened 
and panicked, causing more 
injury and damage and suf-
fering as a result.” 

Animals can end up suf-
fering when institutions 
looking out for wildlife 
don’t have proper resources 
to take on that responsibil-
ity or are busy elsewhere, 
Kinch said. Communica-
tions between municipali-
ties and the Humane Soci-
ety can always be improved, 
he noted, adding he hopes 
to continue a dialogue. 
Animal-human interactions 
will always be inevitable, 
however.

“The thing that probably 
contributes to more deaths 
in wild animals is the inter-

ference of people. If an ani-
mal that appears to be out 
of it’s element is followed or 
assisted by a well-meaning 
person, that’s likely to cause 
more injury, or death to that 
animal than just leaving 
it alone and allowing it to 
wander back to it’s habitat.”  

 Waterloo Regional Police 
Services deal with wild ani-
mals on a case-by-case, said 
spokesperson Olaf Heinzel. 

“What people probably 
should do is contact police 
and let the dispatchers help 
make a decision on how to 
best manage [the situation] 
depending on the circum-
stances,” said Heinzel. 

For Lasso, who said he 
would have offered to pay 
for the deer’s treatment if it 
could have been saved, the 
incident was a trying ex-
perience that left him with 
questions about the use of 
public money. 

“Nobody was interested 
in putting a nickel into 
the humane treatment of 
animals in Woolwich Town-
ship. Yet they can find a 
lot of money for other mis-
cellaneous things. I think 
homelessness shelters, soup 
kitchens, animal humane 
treatment should take pri-
ority over some of the other 
social events that we put 
money out for,” Lasso said. 

Township bylaw enforce-
ment staff hopes to bring 
a report to council next 
month.www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

LIKE US.
FACEBOOK, A GREAT PLACE TO MAKE 
FRIENDS. FIND US. LIKE US. FRIEND 
THE OBSERVER AND STAY INFORMED.

Interaction between humans and wildlife can be complicated, say experts.
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CHEF’S TABLE: A few tasty recipes to let the spirits of Christmas flow at the most social time of year
FROM | 42

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Chef Ryan Terry owns FLOW 
Cafe & Catering in Elmira. More 
information can be found at his 
website www.flowcatering.ca

J y
May

Christmas

Surround You
Our Best Wishes to you and your family.

Thank You for placing your trust in us.
Monty & Karen Steenson & Grace Maher

62 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.2207

 

 
 

ELMIRA REAL ESTATE
SERVICES, BROKERAGE

519-669-3192 | 90 EARL MARTIN DR., UNIT 4, 
ELMIRA, N3B 3L4

Bonnie Brubacher Monique Roes
Sales Representative

Marilyn Curry
Admin.Broker of Record

Shanna Rozema
Broker

Pass the Nicest People in the World!
At this holiday season there is no more appropirate 
time to say “Thank You” and express to you and 

yours every happiness for this beautiful season and 
throughout the coming year.

Merry Christmas!

Through these doors...

MAY YOUR HOLIDAYS BE MERRY
and BRIGHT!

519.698.2472 1025 ALFRED STREET, LINWOOD ESA Licence #7000438

And you will have
joy and gladness,

and many will
rejoice at his birth

Luke 1:14

www.kitchenkuttings.com
2 Arthur Street S., Elmira  |  519.669.8225

Seasons Greetings

30 Oriole Pkwy., E. Elmira | 519-669-4400

  and yours
THOMPSON’S 
AUTO TECH INC.
THOMPSON’S 
AUTO TECH INC.

Hot chocolate:  In small 
saucepan, heat milk over 
medium-high heat until 
steaming and bubbles 
form around edge*; pour 
into blender. Add liqueur, 
chocolate and peppermint 
extract. Place tea towel 
over lid and hold down; 
purée until frothy and 
chocolate is dissolved, 1 to 
2 minutes. Pour into pre-
pared mugs.

*Here you can also 
choose to use an immer-

drinks simply by omitting 
alcohol in the hot choco-
late and eggnog or using 
white grape juice instead 
of wine in the sangria. 
Happy Holidays!

Hot White 
Chocolate & 
Peppermint 
Dream
1-1/2 cups milk or evaporated 
milk
1/4 cup creme de cacao, 
liqueur
2 oz good-quality white 
chocolate, chopped
1/4 tsp peppermint extract

Garnish:
1 tsp milk (for rimming)
2 tbsp crushed peppermints
2 candy canes

Garnish: Brush rims of  
two holiday mugs with 
milk; coat with crushed 
peppermint. Place candy 
cane in each mug. Set 
aside; 

sion blender if you have 
one. Simply remove your 
milk from the heat, add 
the remaining ingredients 
and blend until frothy, 
then serve.

Maple Bacon 
Bourbon 
Eggnog
8 eggs, separated
2/3 cup maple syrup
3 cups whole milk

2 cups heavy cream
2 cup bourbon

Garnish:
8 bacon strips
1/4 cup brown sugar (or 
granulated maple sugar)
1 tsp cinnamon

Garnish preparation: Put 
bacon slices in a bowl, sea-
son them with cinnamon 
and toss with the brown 
sugar. Cover a baking 
sheet with parchment and 
lay bacon on top. Sprinkle 
any sugar left in the bowl 
over the bacon; 
Place the tray in the center 
of an oven heated to 325F 
and bake for 20-30 min-
utes until crispy. Remove 
from oven and set aside.

Eggnog Preparation: 
Place egg whites in the 
bowl of a stand mixer and 
whisk on low speed until 
frothy, about 30 seconds. 
Increase speed to medium-
high and, watching care-
fully, beat until they are 
about the consistency of 
shaving cream, about 90 
seconds. Reduce speed to 
medium;

With mixer running, add 

half of maple syrup and 
beat until incorporated, 
about 30 seconds. Transfer 
whites to a large bowl. Do 
not wash bowl;

Add egg yolks and 
remaining syrup to now-
empty stand mixer bowl 
and beat at medium-high 
speed until pale yellow 
and ribbony, shutting off 
machine and scraping 
down sides with a rub-
ber spatula as necessary, 
about 2 minutes total. Add 
milk, cream, and alcohol 
and mix on low speed to 
combine;

Using a rubber spatula 
or handheld whisk, fold 
the whipped whites into 
the egg yolk/milk mixture 
until completely incorpo-
rated. Serve by ladling into 
goblets and garnishing 
with a bacon strip.

Christmas 
Sangria
1 Granny Smith apple, 
chopped
1 honeycrisp apple, chopped
1 heaping cup fresh cranber-
ries

1 large sprig thyme, washed
1 bottle Pinot Grigio
1/2 cup of white grape juice
1/4 cup sugar 
1 can club soda

Garnish:
8 sprigs of rosemary (kept 
long or cut short depending 
on size of glass)
1/2 cup granulated sugar

In a large pitcher, com-
bine all of the ingredients. 
Mix well so that the sugar 
fully dissolves. Place the 
pitcher in the refrigerator 
to chill;

Place granulated sugar 
in a shallow bowl. Lightly 
wet the thyme and then 
give it a good shake to 
remove any excess water. 
Then roll the sprigs in the 
sugar until they are coated 
as you please;

Pour sangria into cho-
sen glass, scooping some 
of the fruit as needed and 
garnish with rosemary 
sprig.

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood | 519-698-2610 | 1-800-663-2941

We would like to wish everyone a

happy
holidays
from

happy
holidays
from

We Wish all our Customers
all the Best for 2014

BIRDLAND PLAZA | 112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira

519.669.5200 | 519.669.5244
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Locally owned and operated by Doug & Mary Lou Pagett 

Items may not be exactly as shown. Subject to availability. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

315 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403OPEN 24 HRS
Delivery Service Available

Holiday Samplefest!
Please join us | Sat. Dec. 14 | 10am - 2pm

There will be FREE SAMPLES of all kinds of HOLIDAY TREATS 
for you to enjoy as you shop throughout the store.

3/$999 COKE  
OR PEPSI 
12 PACK

LEAN 
GROUND 
BEEF

$247
LB.

GENERAL 
MILLS CEREAL 
FAMILY SIZE

$399
EA.

This Week’s Specials:

Job Number: CES13582
Client: Conestoga Mall
Project: Holiday Newspaper Ad - Moonlight Madness - Version 2

Publication: Woolwich Observer
Insertion Dates: December 14, 2013 

Finished Size: 10.25” x 6.9” 
4 Colour Process

Prepared by Suburbia Advertising 250.744.1231 leigh@suburbiaadvertising.com

Friday, December 20
9:30am - 11:00pm

Holidazed?

Madness
ACCESS more time to shop.

Moonlight

550 King Street North  I  Waterloo  I  5I9.886.5500  I  Holiday Hours to Dec 23
Monday to Thursday 9:30am – 9:00pm, Fri  9:30am – II:00pm, Sat 9:30am – 9:00pm, Sun I0:00am – 6:00pm


