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APPLEJACKS TAKE 
3 OF 4 IN HOLIDAY 
HOME-STAND

The snow that fell to round 
out 2012 – after a green Christ-
mas – will have minimal impact 
on last year’s winter control 
budgets in the township, which 
should wind up in a healthy po-
sition given last season’s mild 
conditions.

How the rest of this winter 
plays out, however, will deter-
mine the fate of the 2013 budget, 
just a handful of days old at this 
point.

Despite last week’s snowfall, 

Late-December snowfalls have little impact on budget
Expecting tougher weather than last year, Wellesley and Woolwich officials will be keeping an eye on the expenses

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Hometown hockey

Brian Kron, coach of the Woolwich Juvenile minor hockey team, puts his players through the paces on an Elmira outdoor rink in some 2-on-2 hockey New Year’s day. The team was preparing for the Silver Stick tournament in Mooretown Jan. 3-6.  [DOUG MARTIN / SUBMITTED]

Wellesley Township’s Willis 
McLaughlin, executive director 
corporate/operations, predicts 
his 2012 budget will end up in 
good shape. This year could be 
much the same.

“I don’t think it’s any different 
than last year to be honest with 
you,” he said of the budget. 

The money allotted is based on 
a 10-year average of winter condi-
tions and even though this winter 
promises to be harder than last 
year’s, it is unlikely that current 
conditions will rattle the budget. 

“One year up or down doesn’t 

make much difference,” he 
added. 

Wellesley staff has been taking 
some precautionary measures by 
taking to the roads early in the 
mornings, clearing problem areas 
in more difficult weather condi-
tions as they come up. 

“I know they have been out 
more than people think – ev-
ery day that it’s necessary,” 
McLaughlin said. 

When there is a promise of 
snow, freezing rain or slush, 
crews head out as early as 4 a.m. 
to beat the morning work rush. 

McLaughlin explained that crews 
try to get around to all of the 
paved roads in the township at 
the very least, and are usually 
finished the task by 8 a.m. 

The budget is in good shape in 
Woolwich too.

“We’re doing quite well,” said 
Dan Kennaley, the township’s 
director of engineering and plan-
ning.

The township allocated 
$638,000 for 2012 and expendi-
tures to date add up to $436,000, 
though staff anticipates this 
amount will rise. 

“There’s still going to be some 
towards the end of December 
that haven’t  gotten into the ac-
counting system yet, so that 
$436,000 is going to climb,” Ken-
naley explained.  

“But we are still going to be 
well under budget, not surpris-
ing given the mild winter we had 
last year and the mild start to this 
winter as well.”

The balmy winter last year al-
lowed for some savings from last 
January through to the spring, 

SNOWFALL | 2
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Sunwing strike could disrupt weekly 
flights from region to Punta Cana

DR. ANH LE  |  DR. LINDA VO
 DR. GREGORY MASON

77 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
PH. 519-669-1577

www.ar thurstreetdenta l .ca

Dedicated to making your 
dental visits positive and

comfortable,
each and every time.

Featured Guest Speaker

Bill Helming
US Ag Economist, Author, Beef Cattle 
Consultant from Kansas.
Bill has over 40 years experience in the 
agricultural industry and will offer his 
insight on all things affecting the cattle 
and overall agricultural economy

WATERLOO CATTLEMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

January 16th  |  10am-2pm
at the Linwood Community Centre

Cost: $15 (Includes a hot lunch)

Register by call Jones Feed Mill
519-698-2082 or 1-800-265-8735

Please register by Monday January 14th at noon.

and funds looked steady 
going into the fall of 2012. 
But though winter has 
only recently set in, he 
said staff have been out 
on the streets long before 
the snow, busy with other 
types of weather mainte-
nance. 

“I think a lot of people 
would probably be sur-
prised that we’ve even 
spent $436,000. One thing 
that has to be kept in mind 
is that you might not get a 
lot of snow; a lot of times 
you get ice on the roads 
and this is what we found 
last year in particular,” he 
said.  In 2012 crews spent 
the majority of the funds 
spreading sand on main 
roads.

Forecasts of a rougher 
winter this year aren’t glad 
tidings for Kennaley.

“Early predictions were 
that we were going to have 
a real winter this year. Of 
course, we didn’t see that 
in the fall. I’m obviously 
hopeful from a budgetary 
perspective that trend of 
warmer weather and less 
snow is going to continue ... 
and that we will finish 2013 
with a budget surplus.”

Sunwing Airlines, 
which flies out of the 
Region of Waterloo Inter-
national Airport, faces 
strike action from its pilots.

CAW Local 7378, a branch 
of the Canadian Auto Work-
ers Union, represents ap-
proximately 160 of the air-
line’s pilots. The local has 
been bargaining since Au-
gust and has filed for con-
ciliation and the establish-
ment of a strike deadline 
after talks with the airline 
came to a recent halt. 

The general manager of 
the Breslau airport, Chris 
Wood, said he’s heard little 
of the bargaining process 
from the company but ser-
vices in the region will not 
be drastically affected if a 
strike should take place. 

“I haven’t been con-
tacted by Sunwing about 
their contingency plans or 
anything, so I really don’t 
know what I could say 
about it. I guess if Sunwing 
stopped flying because of 

St Jacobs Naturopathic Clinic
Naturopathy, Massage Therapy and Reflexology

Health Care For The Whole Family

Call for a 15 minute Free Consultation

Our 
services 

are covered 
by most 
health 

insurance 
plans

Lisa Clements BSc, ND
Naturopathic Doctor

Tricia Brubacher RMT
Massage Therapist

Raza Shah BSc, ND
Naturopathic Doctor

1-9 Parkside Drive, St Jacobs 519.664.1050

Elmira Life and Work School
“ELAWS”

An alternative secondary school program for students of Mennonite background

Information Meeting and Registration
for September 2013

Thursday, January 17, 2013   7:30 p.m.
Lions Hall (beside the Woolwich Recreation Complex)

40 South Street West, Elmira

For more information contact: Je� Martin, 519-669-5414 Ext. 480
je�_martin@wrdsb.on.ca

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

ELENA MAYSTRUK it then it would affect one 
flight a week here, really 
that’s all.”

The airline provides 
Tuesday service to Punta 
Cana, Dominican Republic 
during the winter season 
from Dec. 26, 2012 to Apr. 
16, 2013.

CAW National president 
Ken Lewenza says the 
union action is a result of 
Sunwing’s “unwillingness” 
to address the concerns of 
the pilot group.

“It’s truly a shame that 
such a profitable company 
would choose to ignore 
reasonable requests of its 
highly skilled flight crews,” 
he added. 

“The company refuses 
to move on issues of inef-
ficient scheduling, crew 
fatigue, unproductive 
work hours and compensa-
tion. We understand the 
need for our company to 
maintain its current pay 
structure and have only 
asked for a minimal wage 
increase,” said CAW Lo-
cal 7378 president Captain 

Dave Matkovich in a re-
lease.

The airline’s pilot con-
tracts expired on Novem-
ber 30. According to the 
union’s website, some 
of the major concerns 
brought forward by pilots 
involve scheduling stabil-
ity, greater productivity 
while away from home, and 
fatigue experienced due to 
the length of time on duty. 
The union is now waiting 
for the appointment of a 
conciliation officer by the 
Ministry of Labour.

Wood said larger airports 
would feel the impact of a 
strike more than the local 
airport, as Sunwing pro-
vides a popular but limited 
seasonal service in the 
region. This year the airline 
is in service until April – 
about 14 weeks. 

The airline is a part of 
Sunwing Travel Group, 
which is Canada’s largest 
leisure company, having 
experienced much growth 
in the past couple of years 
according to the union’s 

website. Earlier in 2012 
Sunwing Travel Group an-
nounced that it was listed 
in the Annual PROFIT 200 
Ranking of Canada’s Fast-
est-Growing Companies by 
PROFIT Magazine.

Sunwing Airlines repre-
sentatives did not return 
calls before press time. 

FROM | COVER

SNOWFALL: 
2012 budget 
still intact

A dozen Tuesday hikers started out the New Year on the right foot at the 75.3 km mark along Sandhills Rd in Wellesley. Each Tuesday throughout the year the members of the Avon 
Trail Hiking Club meet with their guests for a morning walk usually on a small section of the 100km Avon Trail. This walk is multi-purpose mostly to keep the hikers trim in between 
major hikes. It also serves as a way of keeping an eye on the trail for maintenance purposes but at the same time the walkers enjoy the camaraderie whilst taking in the country air. 
[CAROLYN GOWARD / SUBMITTED]

AVON TRAIL TUESDAY HIKERS GET START ON THE NEW YEAR
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Moving from member's home to the community centre, new Wellesley church group takes flight

CATHY DIAMOND
PHARMACIST
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

• Compounding

• Compliance Packaging
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• Free Blood Glucose
   Monitor & Teaching 

• Ostomy & Home
   Health Care

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

The Senior Walkers 
meet every morning in the 
Breslau Community Cen-
tre’s newest building, en-
joying coffee, cookies and 
conversation. However, 
while the building occu-
pies 3,600-square-feet, this 
small group of seniors is 
the only occupant.

“It’s kind of a white 
elephant,” says group 
member Bob Mader of the 
building. “The township 
owns it, so what are they 
going to do with it? It’s a 
beautiful building. We’ve 
opened [the group] to the 
public, but it seems to stay 
at this amount.”

In 2006, the real estate 
developer Empire Commu-
nities built the structure as 
a sales centre in Breslau’s 

Wellesley may be 
known as a traditional 
Mennonite community, 
but Judy Child, a leader 
at AppleTree Community 
Church, has seen a change 
in demographics. 

“A lot of young, urban-
minded, white-collar 
people are coming into this 
area and they’re looking 
for something a little less 
traditional, more contem-
porary, progressive, very 
family-oriented,” said 
Child. AppleTree, which 
launched in December at 
the Wellesley Community 
Centre, seeks to fill that 
niche.

This nondenomina-
tional service opens every 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. with 
a worship period, where 
adults and children are 
encouraged to listen to 
contemporary Christian 
music together. Later, 
while adults listen to the 
sermon, children are taken 
to “Appleseeds,” a Sunday 

Former Riverland sales centre, now owned by the township, is being used sparingly pending a review of upgrades

WILL SLOAN

WILL SLOAN

Riverland subdivision. 
Originally intended as an 
ephemeral building to be 
torn down after its initial 
function, it was instead 
expanded to a more func-
tional structure, including 
a large basement.

The building, which was 
built on public land, was to 
be turned over to Woolwich 
Township once the subdi-
vision was 80 per cent sold, 
or by 2017. After homes 
sold faster than anticipat-
ed, the building was sold to 
Woolwich last June for the 
princely sum of $2.

“We’re undergoing com-
munity consultation as to 
what’s going to happen to 
the space,” said Jennifer 
Horndl, the recreation 
business development 
manager for Woolwich. 
“The township is anticipat-

ing construction will have 
to be done on the building, 
and until we know what 
the timeline is, we’re not 
prepared to make plans.”

“What we’re looking at 
in 2013 is life safety up-
grades,” said Karen Makela, 
Woolwich’s director of 
recreation and facilities. 
“Right now, [the building] 
is safe for up to 60 people. 
In order for that number 
to be increased, there’s a 
number of things that we 
have to do.

“Then, in 2014, we’ll be 
looking at a capital pro-
gram,” she continued. “Or 
at least coming forward 
with some options and 
dollar figures on what will 
need to happen to the space 
for potential future use.”

There has been much 
debate in recent months on 

Make better use of rec. facility, says senior's group

Newly minted church rapidly grows out of the nest
School/nursery program in 
which they learn Biblical 
principles through crafts 
and activities. After the 
service, refreshments are 
distributed, in addition to a 
potluck lunch on the third 
Sunday of each month.

AppleTree’s evolution 
has been rapid: its em-
bryonic stage began only 
three months ago as a Bible 
study group in Child’s 
Wellesley home. Originally 
consisting of two couples, 
within a few weeks it grew 
to encompass 30 regular 
attendees.

 “It took on a momentum 
of its own,” Child said. 
“Before we knew it, people 
just started coming to the 
study, and we got phone 
calls – ‘What are you guys 
doing?’ They could tell it 
was something new, some-
thing fresh. There’s a niche 
here for this contemporary 
style of praise and wor-
ship.”

Many of AppleTree’s 
congregation had felt 
underserved by the com-

munity, and were taking 
lengthy Sunday com-
mutes to neighbouring 
towns. 

“It’s a two-minute drive 
now, and before it was a 
half-hour drive, so that’s a 
big difference for us,” said 
Diane Wakem, a member 
of the church’s leadership 
team. “It’s smaller, which 
is different for us. There’s 
more of a connection with 
the other people.”

While AppleTree identi-
fies itself as Evangelical 
Christian, it does not rep-
resent a specific sect, and 
requires no formal mem-
bership. “We don’t exclude 
anyone,” said Child. “If 
anyone has a desire to 
search for God or search for 
meaning in their lives, and 
they have a genuine desire 
to do that, we welcome 
them. We don’t want to ex-
clude people with certain 
issues or anything.”

Morever, Child hopes 
that the church will be ac-
cessible to those whose 
faith is uncertain. “Some 

people make bad decisions 
in life, not because they’re 
bad people, but because 
we’re human, and we don’t 
always realize that we’re 
not being wise,” she said. 
“And I made some early 

decision in my life that led 
to some difficulties for me. 
And it was with that back-
ground that I ended up re-
ally seeking something that 
was going to get me on the 
right path.

“I had a girl tell me in 
college about her relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, and 
it all sounded very good to 
me, and I opened my life to 
that. It made a huge differ-
ence.”

what to do with the build-
ing, including complaints 
by Breslau’s Recreation 
Association of fuzzy com-
munication with Makela 
and her department. So far 
the Senior Walkers are the 
only group that has been 
granted permission to use 
the facility. The group, 
which began 30 years ago, 
meets today in the Breslau 

Community Centre’s most 
recent addition.

“They approached the 
township when township 
took ownership of the 
building,” said Horndl. “It’s 
a great space, and they’re 
just using a little corner 
of it, so they were granted 
access to it.”

Previously, members of 
the Senior Walkers had been 

active in fundraising for the 
construction of the original 
10,000-square-foot Breslau 
Community Centre, which 
opened its doors in 2009. 

“We had to get a third of 
the cost to get this started, 
which was $330,000,” he 
said. The Senior Walkers 
were among the Breslau 
residents who campaigned 
local businesses for dona-
tions. “About 10 of us went 
out into the community and 
got it. We got very few nega-
tive results when we asked 
for funds,” said Mader.

Currently, the Senior 
Walkers are eager to see 
construction begin on the 
former Empire sales centre. 
“It needs to be used,” said 
group member P.A. Lux-
ton. “A lot of work was put 
in – a tremendous amount 
of work.”

Judy Child runs the Appleseeds children’s program at Wellesley’s AppleTree Community Church.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Members of the Senior Walkers are the only ones using the Breslau Community Centre’s new 
building. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER FIRE CONTAINED TO KITCHEN

Sun. January 6 ’13

UPCOMING GAMES | ROSTER | GAME UPDATES & MORE

Dan Snyder Memorial Arena
Puck drops at 7:00pm

vs.
Caledonia Corvairs 

     Follow Us on Twitter
@SugarKingswww.kings.on.ca

Game Sponsor: Township of Woolwich

EAR & HEARING CLINIC
Elmira Wellness Centre, 24B Arthur Street South, Elmira,

519.669.4425
www.earandhearingclinic.com

DID YOU KNOW?
THE EAR AND HEARING CLINIC

HAS 6 AUDIOLOGISTS ON STAFF! 

Call the Elmira 
office today!

EAR & HEAR

Combined 

we have 

80 years 

of experience!

Trust Juliane Shantz, Doctor of Audiology and 
Associates with all your hearing health needs!

Call the Elmira 
Combined 

80 years 

of experience!

Locally
& PrivatelyOwned

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon.-Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 7th - 12th

Store Made, Deli Sliced,

Store Made, Deli Sliced, Need a warm meal? Try 
one of our "Store Made" 
or "Locally Made" soups. 
All made from scratch!

Roast
Beef

Montreal 
Smoked Meat

SUPER SPECIAL, Beef,

Rump
Roast

Fresh
Chicken Legs

Peameal
Bacon

Store Made,

$4.69

$1.39

Ib./$10.34kg.

Ib./$3.06kg.

SL
IC

ED

SA
LE

$4.19

$2.19

Ib./$9.24kg.

Ib./$4.83kg.

PI
EC

E

RE
G.

$5.49

$4.19 

$5.49

Ib.
/$12.10kg.

Ib.
/$9.24kg.

Ib.
/$12.10kg.
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1:00 PM | An accident involv-
ing two vehicles occurred at Arthur 
Street and Listowel Road in Elmira. 
There was minor damage to both 
vehicles and no charges were laid. 

2:00 PM | An BB gun was 
found near Fountain Street in 

Floradale collision sends two 
to hospital with serious injuries
Waterloo Regional Po-
lice were called to a seri-
ous single-vehicle rollover 
collision on Floradale Road 
in Woolwich Township on 
January 1 at 3:50 a.m.

A two-door Chevrolet Co-
balt driven by a 24-year-old 
Kitchener man was travel-
ling southbound on Flora-
dale Road when the driver 
lost control of the vehicle 
and went off the road and 
entered into a field. There 
were five people in the car 
at the time of the collision 
and the driver was ejected 
from the vehicle as a result 
of the rollover.

The driver, and a passen-
ger – an 18-year-old Elmira 

Home Hardware 
assists WCS 
at Christmas

For more than 30 years, Home 
Hardware Stores Ltd. has supported the 
Christmas Dreams Campaign, created 
by Woolwich Community Services to 
help lower-income families by provid-
ing them with food hampers and gifts 
including clothes, hats and mittens. 

This Christmas, the campaign 
raised more than $7,800 through 
employee-led silent auctions, raffles, 
staff donations and other fundraisers; 

$900 was collected in lieu of gifts and 
donated directly to WCS. Twenty-three 
families were sponsored, including 45 
parents, 69 children aged 12 and under 
and 23 teenagers. Gifts from the Home 
Hardware children’s Christmas party 
were donated along with five cases of 
wrapping paper from its warehouse.

Toys totaling $3,500 in retail value 
were donated to WCS and kidsLINK. 
Some 1,200 pounds of non-perishable 
food donations and $2,884 were raised 
for the Food Bank of Waterloo Region 
at Home Hardware’s staff Christmas 
dinner. 

“Since its beginning, Home Hardware 

Stores Limited has been a community 
based company, one that is committed 
to making a difference in the com-
munities in which its dealer-owners 
and employees live and work,” said 
Paul Straus, president and CEO of 
Home Hardware Stores Ltd. 

Court appearance 
for driver charged 
in pedestrian's 
death last August

 A woman charged with careless 
driving after her vehicle struck and 

woman – were taken from 
the scene by ambulance 
and transported to hospital. 
Both parties sustained seri-
ous injuries and were later 
transferred to a Hamilton-
area hospital for further 
treatment.

Three other occupants 
were treated at the scene of 
the crash by EMS and re-
fused further treatment. 
The collision investigation 
is continuing and police 
are requesting anyone with 
information regarding this 
collision to contact Water-
loo Regional Police Traffic 
Services at (519) 653-7700, 
ext. 8516 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

Breslau on private property. It was 
turned in to the police department 
for destruction. 

D E C E M B E R  2 5

10:30 PM | A horse-drawn 
buggy pulled out in front of a Chevy 
Suburban near Herrgott Road 
and Geddes Street in Hawkesville, 

causing a collision. The driver of the 
buggy sustained moderate injuries, 
as did the female buggy passenger. 
The buggy’s driver was charged 
with turn not in safety. The three 
occupants of the Suburban and the 
horse were uninjured.  

D E C E M B E R  2 6 

1:30 PM | Police and firefigh-
ers responded to a small fire at the 
rear of Sip and Bite Restaurant in 
Elmira. Cardboard at the back of 
the shop was set on fire. Police 
say the burn was accidental, likely 
caused by a discarded cigarette. No 
damage was reported. 

8:00 PM | A blue Ford with 
two occupants was travelling east-
bound on Line 86 when heavy snow 
and high wind conditions caused 
the vehicle to enter the south ditch 
near Sloman Lane in Wallenstein. 
The vehicle rolled before coming 
to a rest on the passenger side. An 
ambulance was called to the scene 
to attend to the car’s occupants. No 
injuries were reported. 

D E C E M B E R  2 7

5:30 AM | A collision occurred 
at the corner of Park Avenue and Duke 
Street in Elmira. A snowplow had 
stopped at a stop sign with its blade 

Elmira firefighters responding to a call at 11 Walker St. Wednesday afternoon found no one 
at home as smoke was pouring out from the kitchen. They entered the house and quickly 
doused the source, “an open flame to combustibles,” likely in a garbage can, said Woolwich 
fire chief Rick Pedersen. The fire was contained to the kitchen, and damage was estimated 
at $70,000, mostly due to smoke. The owner of the rental property faces charges as only 
one smoke alarm was found in the house.  [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

down. A Dodge pickup entered the 
intersection. The driver of the pickup 
saw the plow and attempted to stop 
but was unable to do so due to the 
slippery road and hit the blade. There 
was minor damage to the pickup. No 
charges were laid. 

11:45 AM | Property damage 
was reported to a store on King 
Street North in Woolwich Township. 
A Christmas tree was knocked over 
at A Gift to Remember. The caller 
who reported the incident to police 
said it looked like the perpetrator 
was vandalizing various locations 
around town. Video surveillance 
showed that a black Jeep may have 
been involved, though the video 
was not clear enough to identify 
the driver. 

3:20 PM | A two-vehicle 
collision occurred at Arthur Street 
and Listowel Road when a Jeep 
Cherokee and a Volkswagen Rabbit 
collided. One of the vehicles rear-
ended the other and the trailing 
driver was charged. 

D E C E M B E R  3 1

5:12 PM | A vehicle ran off the 
road at Deborah Glaister Line and 
Chalmers-Forrest Road. No other 
information was available.

COMPUTER
RUNNING
SLOW?
PC/Laptop 
Tune-Up

WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED... RIGHT HERE IN ELMIRA!

$39
Only

Next Day Pickup!

Waterloo Regional Electronics
10 Church St. W., 519-669-0755
[DOWNSTAIRS BESIDE FLOW CAFE]

See Us For All Your
Electronic Needs.

killed a pedestrian in St. Jacobs last 
August will appear in court January 7.

Barbara Hasner-Hiuser, 47, of 
Kitchener faces charges in relation 
to the death of Doris Bast, 74, who 
was killed while crossing King Street 
near the Cedar Street intersection. 
The woman was knocked from her 
mobility scooter and struck her head 
against the roadway. 

Emergency personnel transported 
her to Grand River Hospital with 
severe head injuries. She was then 
airlifted to Hamilton General Hospital 
where she succumbed to severe head 
trauma.
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Since 1929

SPECIALIZING IN:
• MOVING | RECOVERING | REFURBISHING
• POOL TABLE SALES & SERVICE
• SUPPLIES & ACCESSORIES
• DART EQUIPMENT | SHUFFLE BOARDS
• ACCESSORIES | LIGHTS
• PING PONG TABLES | BALLS & MORE

MON.- FRI. 10:30-6      SAT. 11-4
103 ONTARIO ST., KITCHENER

519.745.4053
FREE PARKING

Ping Pong Tables

Billiards Tables Shuffleboard
Tables Dart Boards Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca 8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

JANUARY
Man charged in boy’s death

A New Hamburg man started the 
year facing charges after an 11-year-old 
Wellesley boy was killed in a collision in 
late December. 

Jeremy Huber, 11, of Wellesley and his 
family were travelling in a 2007 Dodge 
Cara van on Nafziger Road near Gerber 
Road in Wellesley Township when their 
vehicle was struck by a 2010 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee. He was transported to a Hamil-
ton hospital with life-threatening injuries 
to which he eventually succumbed. 

The driver of the Jeep, 33-year-old 
Jeremy Glenfield, was charged with 
‘impaired driving causing bodily harm,’ 
‘refuse to pro vide breath sample,’ and 
‘dangerous driving causing bodily harm.’ 

No austerity measures  
in Woolwich’s 2012 budget 

Positioning the township for growth 
trumps auster ity, declared Woolwich’s 
mayor. 

“If we want to be a town ship that’s 
moving forward, then let’s move 
forward,” said Todd Cowan, follow ing an 
introductory budget meeting January 10 
that included no significant cuts, plans for 
a tax hike and per haps a new tax levy to 
help fund infrastructure projects.

A mixture of cuts and fee hikes helped 
Woolwich staff find the five per cent in 
ef ficiencies requested by councillors, 
but taxpay ers got not breaks. Some 
$400,000 – much of it the result of new 
fees, including an ex pected increase in 
parking tickets – was earmarked for 
general revenues, to augment a planned 
2.5-per-cent tax hike for 2012.

Years of imagining pay off
It may have been 10 years in the mak-

ing, but three Wellesley-area authors 
finally published their first novel, with 
plans to expand it into a tril ogy in the 
coming years. 

A unique combination of fantasy and 
science fic tion, Galaxy 2,000,000,000: 
Darkness Falls was writ ten by Andrew 
Kipp, Jack Crowston and Kyle Golubo vic.

Breslau becomes home 
to farmers’ market

Residents of Breslau looking for fresh, 
lo cal produce didn’t have to look much 
further than their own back yard to get it. 
On January 16, the first local food market 

YEAR IN REVIEW
was held at the Breslau Community 
Centre.

Heidelberg loses postal outlet
 A dispute between Canada Post and 

the private postal outlet in Heidelberg 
meant residents no longer had a post 
office, join ing many small communities 
that had been stripped of service. 

Residents were forced to travel to St. 
Clements for their mail while Canada Post 
installed community mail boxes to replace 
the serviced out let. The mailboxes went 
into use starting February 20. 

Steve McCathie, owner of For well Super 
Variety of Heidelberg that has hosted the 
franchised postal outlet since 2000, laid 
the blame on a longstanding contract 
dispute with the Crown corpora tion. He 
was informed on short notice that the 
outlet would close January 23. 

Region hikes taxes by 2.53%
Taxes would continue to climb in 

Wa terloo Region, councillors decided 
January 18. For 2012, residents were hit 
with another 2.53-per-cent increase, 
representing about $41 more this year on 
the average tax bill. 

More than half of the tax hike – 1.3 per 
cent – was for the police budget. The 
remaining 1.23 per cent was aimed at 
more spending on children’s ser vices, 
emergency medical services (am-
bulance), poverty reduction initiatives, 
affordable transit and child care.

Blaze claims St. Jacobs business
Fire destroyed a St. Jacobs business 

January 25, requiring crews from 
three Woolwich fire stations to bring it 
under control. Damage to the Kel-Care 
Metal Polishing building was estimated 
at $400,000.

Firefighters from St. Jacobs, Conestogo 
and Elmira were called out to the Albert 
Street location at 4 p.m. after a small fire 
was reported in a dust collector.

GRT raises fares 9%
Grand River Transit riders were in line 

to pay a little bit more for the service this 
summer after Waterloo Regional council 
approved a nine per cent fare hike.

Councillors voted 9-6 in favour of the 
increase scheduled to come into effect in 
July. Cash fares were to rise to $2.75 from 
$2.50, and other types of fares such as 
bus passes and student rates would also 
see a proportional increase.

The rise in fares was part of the region’s 

efforts to have riders pay more of their 
share of the service. In 2011, there was a 
fare increase of five per cent, and there 
are proposed increases of up to nine per 
cent in 2013 and 2014 as well – a total 
increase of more than 30 per cent.

Kate's Kause $60K windfall
After only about a year and a half of 

fundraising, Kate’s Kause got closer to 
breaking ground on a universally acces-
sible playground in Elmira.

On January 25 it was revealed that Kelly 
and Jeremy Meissner were winners of 
$60,000 in the Aviva Community Fund 
competition as part of a $1 million give-
away to 12 community projects across 
the country, funded by Aviva Insurance. 
At that point, Kate’s Kause had raised 
$265,000 for the playground.

Woolwich taxes up 5.25% 
Taxes were slated to increase 5.25 

per cent in Woolwich for 2012, a hit of 
about $31.41 on the average home with 
an assessed value of $254,000. Half of 
that amount represents a special levy to 
fund infrastructure projects such as road 
paving and bridge repairs. 

A good chunk of the extra money was 
to be spent on the township’s growing 
staff complement rather than on services 
to the public.

While councillors expressed some 
concerns, they ultimately passed the 2012 
budget January 30 with those spending 
priorities in place.

Community grants up 50%
Woolwich councillors were in a gener-

ous mood January 30, adding more than 
50 per cent to the amount the township 
doles out in community grants. 

The extra expenditure above the 
budgeted amount was to be tacked onto 
tax bills, amounting to another 0.21 per 
cent to bring the levy increase to 2.75 per 
cent. Most of the increase to $40,887 from 
the original $26,084 – an increase of 57 
per cent – came in the form of a $10,000 
grant to the youth centre in Elmira.

FEBRUARY
Wellesley and  Woolwich  town-
ships on the grow

Wellesley and Woolwich townships 
experienced considerable growth 
between 2006 and 2011, according to the 
latest Census numbers released February 
13 by Statistics Canada. 

Woolwich saw a 17.7 per cent increase in 
population as nearly 3,500 more people 
moved to the township, bringing the 
total population up to 23,145.

In Wellesley, population grew by 9.4 
per cent, with almost 1,000 new residents 
bringing the total to 10,713.

Marble soldier finds new home
After almost nine decades of service, 

the soldier that once adorned the 
cenotaph in Elmira has found a much 
more comfortable home for his retire-
ment: indoors at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre.

The marble statue was restored to its 
former glory after suffering a multitude 
of injuries over the years. Removed from 
his perch in late 2009 and eventually 
replaced with a bronze replica, the soldier 
was put into the hands of craftsmen at 
The Stone Centre to undergo extensive 
repairs.

2% tax hike in Wellesley
Wellesley councillors formally adopted 

the 2012 budget February 21, but were 
split over the two per cent tax hike. The 
three in favour, however, outnumbered 
the two pushing for a slightly larger 
increase in order to boost the township’s 
reserve funds.

Councillors Jim Olender and Herb Neher, 
along with Mayor Ross Kelterborn voted 
in favour of the budget, while councillors 
Shelley Wagner and Paul Hergott were 
opposed.

The two per cent hike added $21 to 
the township portion of the property 
tax bill of an average home assessed at 
$254,000.

MARCH
Jacks fall to Centennials

For the second year in a row, the 
Wellesley Applejacks were ousted from 
the first round of the Southern Ontario 
Junior Hockey League playoffs by the Ayr 
Centennials.

Wellesley fell 5-4 in overtime on March 
1 to wrap up the series in five games, the 
same number it took Ayr to dispatch the 
Jacks last season as well.

Victoria Glen’s status confirmed
From development potential to 

renewed commitment to parkland 
Woolwich council made it official March 
6 by formally approving the purchase of 
some little parcels of region-owned land 

in Elmira’s Victoria Glen Park.
In 2009, the township planned to sell 

portions of the park for residential de-
velopment, part of a scheme to finance a 
major capital spending binge. Faced with 
massive opposition, Woolwich backed 
away, eventually pledging to consolidate 
properties and rezone the area as park-
land. The agreement approved Tuesday 
night sees the Region of Waterloo turn 
over the land for the price of $1.

Kings advance to second round
The Elmira Sugar Kings punched their 

ticket to the second round of the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey League playoffs by 
sweeping the Listowel Cyclones 4-0 in 
their best-of-seven series.

Following their 5-2 win in Game 1 on 
February 29 at home, the Kings won 5-3 
in Listowel on March 2, 2-0 on home ice 
on March 4, and finished the Cyclones off 
with a 3-1 win in Listowel March 6.

Safety-Kleen expansion
An expansion at the Safety-Kleen plant 

in Breslau got the go-ahead as Woolwich 
council signed off on a site plan for work 
on 15 acres of land adjacent to the main 
facility. The property was earmarked 
as home to a new 7,300-square-metre 
warehouse, truck parking area, safety 
flare structure and storm-water manage-
ment facility. 

Although site-plan agreements are 
usually handled by staff rather than 
referred to council, this time was differ-
ent because of concerns raised when the 
previous council approved the necessary 
Official Plan changes in the spring of 2010, 
councillors heard March 20.

Province voted to review ARA
On March 22 the Ontario Legislature 

unanimously passed a motion to review 
the Aggregate Resources Act, a move that 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael Harris 
called a step in the right direction. 

“Although specific questions on the 
review’s timeline and expected im pacted 
on existing quarry applications are still 
pend ing, the unanimous ap proval in the 
Legislature is an important first step.” 

Repeat of OMHA championship
The Woolwich Major Atom AA hockey 

team laid claim to their second consecu-
tive Ontario Minor Hockey Association 
cham pionship thanks to a three-game 
sweep of Whitby on March 23. 

The team is virtually the same lineup as 
the Minor Atom A team that took home 
the OMHA title last season, one of four 
Wool wich teams to make it to the finals.

Kings fall to Stratford in round 2
It was an emotional night at the Dan 

Snyder Memorial Arena March 25 as the 
defending Sutherland Cup all-Ontario 
Jr. B hockey champions, the Elmira 
Sug ar Kings, lost to the visiting Stratford 
Cullitons in Game Six of their second-
round series, eliminating them from the 
playoffs. 

The Cullitons managed to erase a two-
goal deficit in the third period to clinch 
the series with a 4-3 win.

Strong turnout for EMSF
It’s never easy following up a record-

setting performance, something that 
organizers of the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival discovered March 31.

Despite ideal temperatures and sunny 
skies, the estimated number of atten-
dants to the festival is down compared 
to last year, with somewhere between 
50,000 and 60,000 people coming to 
Elmira – down from a historical best of 
80,000 in 2011.

“I was a good year. A normal year,” said 
chairperson Cheryl Peterson. “People 
compare it to last year, but that was just a 
phenomenal year.”

Three OMHA titles  
for Twin Centre team

It was a historic year for Twin Centre 
Stars minor hockey as all three teams 
in the finals captured the Ontario Minor 
Hockey Association title as the best team 
in the province, the first time that three 
teams from Twin Centre have won the 
Ontario title in the same year.

The Novice Rep team (7-8 years old) 
wrapped up their series against South 
Huron on March 31 in four games, the 
Atom AE team (10-11 years old) finished 
their series on March 23 with a 5-0 win 
over Centre Hastings, and the Bantam 
Rep. club (13-14 years old) finished off 
Blenheim on March 27.

APRIL
Neighbours concerned about 
St. Jacobs subdivision

Plans to add another 150 homes to 
the Valleyview Heights subdivision in St. 
Jacobs had neighbours worried about 
traffic impacts, including safety of those 
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using a nearby park.
Several residents were in Woolwich 

council chambers April 10 for a public 
planning meeting to discuss a proposed 
zone change for some 40 acres of land 
to the east of the existing subdivision, 
which got underway in 2003. The 
developer wants to build 88 single-
detached houses, 36 semis and 20 to 30 
townhouses on a 24-acre portion of the 
land.

Woolwich wants higher parking 
fines

Squeezed by a small lot and poor on-
street parking? Finding yourself parking 
on more than just your driveway? 
Woolwich has a $75 ticket with your 
name on it.

Facing an increase in the number of 
complaints about people parking on their 
lawns, the township had a new front-yard 
parking bylaw in the works. The proposal 
won initial approval from council April 10.

New chair for CPAC
Elmira resident Dr. Dan Holt became 

new chair of the Chemtura Public Advi-
sory Committee, replacing Mayor Todd 
Cowan, who had been serving that role 
on an interim basis.

Cowan is stepped down from the 
environmental watchdog committee, 
with Coun. Mark Bauman stepping in as 
council’s representative.

A new home for Gale Presbyte-
rian Church

For more than 140 years, Gale Presbyte-
rian Church has stood on a quarter-acre 
lot at 2 Cross St. in Elmira, but on April 15 
the congregation held its final service as 
the parish comes close to completing a 
nine-year journey to find a new location.

On April 22 the church officially opened 
its new building, located near the 
intersection of Barnswallow Drive and 
Church Street.

Woolwich makes controversial 
hire for new position

A new Woolwich staff position pushed 
for by Todd Cowan was filled by a young 
woman with no local government 
experience, but known to the mayor.

On April 26, Saskia Koning, a South 
African citizen who was in Canada on a 
work visa, began her job as an executive 
assistant. She was selected from more 
than a hundred applicants to fill the 
three-year contract position that pays 
almost $50,000 a year, plus a generous 
complement of benefits that add another 
30 per cent to the cost.

The job involves providing administra-
tive support to the mayor and council, 
along with some communications func-
tions, such as writing press releases. Its 
creation was approved by council earlier 
in the year.

Of the large number of applicants, the 
mayor and CAO told the newspaper she 
was the most qualified.

At almost $50,000 plus full benefits, 
however, the position pays about 50 
per cent above private-sector aver-
ages for administrative assistance jobs 
– about $35,000 – and much more than 
entry-level offerings, which run closer to 
$25,000.

MAY
John Mahood traffic woes 

2012 IN REVIEW
continue

Cars were no longer allowed to stop 
on a portion of Snyder Avenue in Elmira, 
Woolwich’s latest manoeuvre in the on-
going traffic woes around John Mahood 
Public School.

The township had been trying to 
discourage traffic congestion caused as 
parents drop off their kids each morning. 
Parking prohibitions, stepped up bylaw 
enforcement and even greater police 
presence have failed to eradicate the 
problem.

With the addition of “no stopping” 
signs along the west side of Snyder Av-
enue, from First Street to Second Street, 
the goal is to eliminate unsafe conditions 
near the intersection of Snyder and First, 
township clerk Christine Broughton told 
councillors meeting May 1.

Youth centre celebrates 10 years
The Woolwich Youth Centre marked its 

tenth anniversary on May 2 with a birth-
day party hosted by staff and members 
at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. It was 
a landmark achievement for an organiza-
tion that got its start on the floor of the 
old Elmira Arena a decade earlier.

Council backs CPAC’s position
An Elmira chemical company main-

tained that it’s committed to cleaning up 
the town’s contaminated groundwater 
by the provincially-set 2028 deadline, 
arguing its current approaches will 
be sufficient to reach that goal.  
The township’s environmental watchdog, 
however, called on the Ministry of the 
Environment to force Chemtura Co. to 
do more, including the digging up and 
removal of source material, to ensure the 
work gets done.

In voting on the issue May 9, Woolwich 
councillors sided with the Chemtura 
Public Advisory Committee, despite a 
call from the company to stay the course. 
They did, however, welcome Chemtura’s 
commitment to the cleanup project.

Waterloo cyclist killed in collision 
on Herrgott Road

A 52-year-old Waterloo man died May 6 
when he was struck by a car while cycling 
on Herrgott Road north of Boomer Line in 
Wellesley Township.

Barrie Conrod was pronounced dead at 
the scene after he was hit from behind by 
a 31-year-old St. Clements man operating 
a 2007 Lincoln SUV. He was riding with 
a second cyclist, but she wasn’t hit. The 
stretch of Herrgott Road was closed for 
several hours after the late-afternoon 
incident as officers investigated the 
scene. 

Former township hall sold
On the eve of its 100th birthday, the 

former Woolwich township administra-
tion building at the corner of Arthur and 
Wyatt streets in Elmira found a new lease 
on life.

The historic building located at 69 
Arthur St. S. was sold to Juliane Shantz, an 
Elmira resident and a doctor of audiology 
who has owned and operated Elmira’s 
Ear and Hearing Clinic for 15 years. The 
building sat empty for nearly four years 
after township staff moved to their new 
building on Church Street.

$150,000 fine for BLE spill
Chemtura Co. was fined $150,000 for a 

2010 incident that saw chemical contami-

nants rain down on parts of Elmira.
Approximately 4,200 kilograms of 

BLE 25, a mixture of diphenylamine and 
acetone used as an antioxidant in the 
making of some rubber products, and 112 
kg of acetone were released Sept. 27, 2010 
when a rupture disc burst as designed 
due to the pressure build-up in the stor-
age vessel. The company subsequently 
spent $1.7 million to clean cars, houses 
and other personal property of nearly 
300 affected neighbours in the immedi-
ate area, as well as its own property.

Memorial ride for cyclist
On May 13, one week to the day that 

Barrie Conrod was killed, more than 500 
cyclists from across Waterloo Region 
joined his friends and family in a memo-
rial ride along Herrgott Road to the spot 
where he was killed.

The riders, all wearing white shirts, 
proceeded along the road single-file at a 
deliberately slow pace. The pair of police 
cruisers and motorcycles directing traffic 
gave the solemn event the feeling of a 
funeral procession.

Historical designation for Chalm-
ers Presbyterian

Shuttered, the last service having 
taken place at the end of 2011, Chalmers 
Presbyterian Church is a Winterbourne 
landmark that advocates say deserves 
preservation. They found a receptive 
audience in Woolwich councillors, who 
agreed to include the building on the 
township’s Municipal Heritage Register. 

The inclusion of the church as a “listed 
building of interest” affords it some 
protection, and perhaps paves the way 
for a full-on heritage designation. Built 
in 1870, the structure has essentially 
remained unchanged over the last 142 
years, serving as a Presbyterian church.

JUNE
18 months for guilty plea

An Elmira man pleaded guilty to 
impaired driving causing the death of 
his friend, Elmira resident Miles Hamilton, 
in a Kitchener courtroom. The teen was 
sentenced under the Youth Criminal Jus-
tice Act to 18 months: 12 of those months 
will be served in an open-custody youth 
detention facility and six months under 
community supervision.

Justice Margaret Woolcott also ordered 
the teen to perform 100 hours of com-
munity service and he is prohibited from 
driving for the next three years. The 
driver could not be named as he was a 17 
years old at the time of the incident.

Hamilton, 18, died Oct. 22, 2010 while 
travelling as a passenger in a black 
Dodge pickup truck that collided with a 
white Chevrolet pickup truck in a private 
driveway on Barnswallow Drive in Elmira 
before bursting into flames.

Controversial hire forced 
to resign due to visa issues

Seven weeks into a three-year contract, 
Woolwich was back on the market for 
some one to fill the newly-created execu-
tive assistant/communications position. 
The previous hire’s work visa expired, 
forcing her to leave the job June 7.

Saskia Koning, a South African citizen 
who had been in the country for about 
a year, started with the township on 
April 26. Chief administrative officer 
David Brenneman and Mayor Todd Cowan 

deemed her the only qualified candidate 
among some 120 people who applied for 
the job. 

Her hiring was controversial from 
the start. The position itself was never 
fully justified. The pay range of $43,000 
to $53,000 plus generous benefits 
were far above national averages for 
administrative assistants. That Koning’s 
qualifications did not appear to match 
the job descrip tion posted by the town-
ship served to highlight the fact a friend 
of the mayor’s was hired for a job he led 
the charge to cre ate. 

She was hired despite the fact her visa 
was set to expire in June.

Opponents rally against 
Elmira biogas project

More than two years into the battle, a 
group of Elmira residents had no inten-
tion of letting up on its opposition to a 
proposed biogas plant.

On June 11 the Bio-Fuel Citizens Com-
mittee (BFCC) held a rally at Bolender 
Park in Elmira, where close to 50 people 
attended in the rain to hear an update 
on the fight against the Woolwich Bio-En 
project. 

The bio-energy facility won provincial 
approval in March despite reservations 
from the township and some residents. 
The opera tion will use an anaerobic 
digester to convert organic material into 
methane that, in turn, fuels a generator 
to create electricity.

$40,000 from EMSF committee
Nineteen different community groups 

serv ing Woolwich Township and 
Waterloo Region received their share 
of $40,000 from the 2012 El mira Maple 
Syrup Festival. 

In a presentation June 13 at the town-
ship’s council chambers, chair person 
Cheryl Peterson presented a cheque to 
each group.

Elmira man elected Legion 
president

A dedicated volunteer who started with 
the El mira Legion 27 years ago became 
the new president of Canada’s largest 
veterans’ group. 

Gordon Moore was elect ed Dominion 
president of the Royal Canadian Legion 
on June 13 at the organiza tion’s 44th 
Dominion Con vention in Halifax, where 
some 1,200 delegates cast ballots. 

The Dominion Conven tion, which 
convenes every two years, is the Legion’s 
governing body that sets the policies and 
programs for the 330,000 members of 
the organization formed by First World 
War veterans in 1926.

New home for CCC
Community Care Concepts in Elmira 

found itself on the move. The non-profit, 
volunteer-based organization relocated 
its office from 28 South St. W. to 929 Ar-
thur St. S. on June 22.

The move provided much-needed 
space to respond to both the current 
and future demand for the organizations 
services. CCC was launched in Woolwich 
Township in 1986 to provide meals and 
transportation services to seniors.

Boosting revenues through dog 
tags

Looking for yet more revenue, Woolwich 
set its sights on dog owners. Estimating 
that only one in five owners license their 

pets, the township approved a plan to 
hire contract workers to go door-to-door 
selling tags. They were to canvass homes 
in Breslau, Elmira and St. Jacobs starting 
in September, director of council and 
information services Christine Brough ton 
told councillors meet ing June 25. 

After paying six part-time workers 
$10.25 an hour plus $2 for each tag sold, 
the township hoped to clear about $7,500 
from the sale of 650 dog tags. The tags 
cost $25 for spayed or neutered dogs, 
$35 oth erwise. They’re supposed to be 
purchased by April 15 of each year or 
within 21 days of acquiring the ani mal.

Woolwich says no to asphalt 
recycling in gravel pits

Recycling is a fine idea, but it has no 
place in a gravel pit proposed for the 
Winterbourne Valley, Woolwich council 
decided June 25. 

The decision removed the option of 
recycling concrete and asphalt from Kuntz 
Topsoil, Sand and Gravel’s application to 
operate mine gravel from a site at 125 
Peel St. is close to Winterbourne, Cones-
togo and West Montrose – a decision later 
undone in closed-door negotiations.

Empire turns over sales office
Breslau’s community centre expanded 

by an extra  7,500 square feet for the 
bargain-base ment price of $2. 

Completing a deal made in 2006, 
Empire Commu nities turned over to the 
township the sales centre at its Riverland 
subdivi sion, built with that pur pose 
in mind. The move came a few years 
sooner than expected, as strong sales 
drove the build-out of phase one of the 
develop ment. That in turn allowed for 
the transfer formally acknowledged at 
Woolwich council June 25.

St. Clements man charged 
in fatal collision with cyclist 

Dale Wideman, a 31-year-old St. Cle-
ments man, was charged with ‘careless 
driving’ in con nection with a fatal colli-
sion on Herrgott Road in the Township of 
Wellesley. 

On May 6, 2012, at 3:50 p.m. two cyclists 
were south bound on Herrgott Road 
when one was struck from behind by a 
2007 Lincoln. Waterloo resident Barrie 
Conrod, 52, sustained life-threatening 
head injuries and died at the scene. The 
cyclist was wearing a helmet at the time 
of the collision. 

OMB dismisses Hawk Ridge home 
subdivision plan

Concerns about noise impacts had the 
developer of a proposed Elmira subdivi-
sion going back to the drawing board. 
The concerns, in fact, formed the basis of 
a decision by the Ontario Municipal Board 
to dismiss Hawk Ridge Homes’ action 
against Woolwich Township.

The developer had brought the legal 
action because it claimed the township 
was dragging its feet on a decision 
about the 44-unit (26 single-family and 
18 semi-detached dwellings) subdivision 
planned for 36-68 Union St. In rendering 
a decision, however, OMB vice-chair J.V. 
Zuidema declared Hawk Ridge Homes 
had not satisfactorily addressed some of 
the township’s concerns, particularly as 
they relate to noise. 

The 5.5-acre site, a former apple orchard 
fronting on Union Street, is located 
adjacent to a variety of industrial fa-

cilities, most notably Sulco Chemicals and 
Chemtura Co. Truck traffic and a nearby 
rail spur were noted trouble spots.

JULY
Feds fund apple crisps

The federal government invested in 
local apples. To the tune of $1.5 million, 
as Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz and 
Member of Parliament for Kitchener-
Conestoga Harold Albrecht announced 
July 4 at the Martin’s Family Fruit Farm 
southwest of St. Jacobs. The money was 
slated to help fund a new facility and 
processing line for apple crisps and cider.

Construction was already underway on 
the 17,000-square-foot apple-processing 
facility on Donway Court in Elmira’s 
South Field industrial park. The facility 
was expected to create 30 new full-time 
positions in the township when the 
company had the plant in full production 
by mid-November.

Accessible play park opens 
to public

The new community-built Kate’s Kause 
charity playground in Gibson Park finally 
opened for business. After a strong surge 
courtesy of a large number of volunteers, 
the majority of the playground equip-
ment was installed on June 23 awaiting 
the rubber surfacing to be set in place. A 
delay meant the play park wasn’t able to 
open for July 1, but it was only a few more 
days before the kids began enjoying the 
facility.

Wellesley hikes rec. rental rates
Renting a recreation facility in Wellesley 

Township got costlier by three per cent, 
following a price hike approved July 9 by 
councillors.

Township staff researched rental rates 
in surrounding communities and deter-
mined the increase was adequate and 
best represented the current demands. 
Rental rates are adjusted by township 
council every year.

Elmira fire pegged at $1.25M
A fire that tore through a hardwood 

manufacturer north of Elmira July 17 left 
behind $1.25 million in damage and ex-
hausted firefighters from four Woolwich 
stations.

For hours the firefighters, working 
in short shifts, battled the inferno that 
had engulfed the Elbru Distributors 
woodworking manufacturing operation. 
The fire spread quickly and before noon 
had destroyed most of the company’s 
building.

Black smoke could be seen across the 
northern part of Woolwich Township 
heading east towards Guelph.

The heat was severe and, combined 
with the strong winds and humidity, 
made it tough on 60 firefighters as they 
struggled to contain a blaze at a lumber-
yard and hardwood flooring facility.

AUGUST
Woman dies in St. Jacobs 
collision

A collision in St. Jacobs August left a 
pedestrian dead. Doris Bast, 74, of St. 
Jacobs was crossing King Street North 
near Cedar Street in the village when 
she was struck by a Toyota Highlander 
traveling southbound. 

Bast was using a motorized scooter 
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at the time but was not crossing in a 
designated crosswalk, Waterloo Regional 
Police reported. She was knocked to the 
ground from her scooter and hit her head 
on the roadway.

WMC cost overruns continue
Cost overruns at the Woolwich Memo-

rial Centre continued to wreak havoc with 
the 2011 budget, but pushing back some 
capital spending allowed the township 
to finish the year with a small surplus, 
councillors learned August 7.

Woolwich’s operating budget ran over 
by $226,871, while on the capital side 
the township spent $411,362 less than 
it planned to, providing a net surplus of 
$184,491.

No support for CarShare 
from Woolwich council

Deeming the venture too risky, 
Woolwich opted against extending a 
line of credit to an organization looking 
to extend a car-sharing service into the 
township.

Councillors meeting August 7 turned 
down Grand River CarShare’s (GRCS) 
request for $30,000 that would help 
fund two or three vehicles to be placed 
in Elmira.

Hwy. 7 a by-election issue
The highly debated redevelopment 

of Highway 7 between Guelph and 
Kitchener was a hot issue during the 
by-election campaign in the provincial 
riding of Kitchener-Waterloo.

Both the Liberals and the Progressive 
Conservatives were out with announce-
ments August 8, even before Premier 
Dalton McGuinty went public with the 
news the by-election will be held on 
September 6.

McGuinty pledged to have shovels in the 
ground within three years. 

Fire at Winterbourne workshop 
causes $30,000 in damage 

Emergency services responded to a 
residence on Sunset Drive in Winter-
bourne just after 11 p.m. on August 20 for 
a fire in a detached workshop behind the 
main house. 

Woolwich Fire officials say the fire 
started by unobserved sparks created 
by the homeowner as he was grinding 
metal in the shop, subsequently ignit ing 
the wooden structure. 

Firefighters from Con estogo, 
Maryhill and St. Jacobs responded and 
ex tinguished the blaze, which caused 
damage  estimated at $30,000.

Four dead in plane crash 
near Moorefield

Four young people died after aircraft 
rented at airport in Breslau fell from sky 
into cornfield near Moorefield on August 
24.

The flight had originated at the 
Region of Water loo International Airport 
aboard a four-seater rented from the 
Waterloo-Wel lington Flight Centre. The 
plane, a Cessna 172, was piloted by Marko 
Misic, 20, of Toronto. He and three friends 
boarded the single-engine aircraft head-
ing for some sightseeing over Niagara 
Falls and Toronto, but never reached their 
desti nation. 

The plane took off from the 
Breslau airport around 6:15 p.m. with 
Misic in the pilot’s seat. About two hours 
later, eyewitnesses saw the aircraft over a 

Moorefield-area cornfield, reporting they 
heard the plane’s engine stall, restart 
and stall again before spin ning nose-first 
toward the ground, followed by a loud 
thud. 

Misic and passengers Mohammed 
Shahnawaz Zia, 23, of Toronto, Wasay Riz-
wan, 27, of Toronto and Victoria Margaret 
Luk, 19, of Mississauga, were pro nounced 
dead at the scene when the plane was 
even tually found at about 10:30 p.m.

100 years of Scouting in Elmira
The Boy Scout motto is always be 

prepared. To that end, the local group 
spent months preparing for its 100th 
anniversary celebrations. The Scouting 
umbrella that includes Beavers, Cubs, 
Scouts and Venturers put on various 
displays of what Scouting means August 
25 in Gore Park.

Apartments proposed for former 
seniors’ home in Elmira 

The new owner of a long-time 
residential care home in Elmira planned 
to convert the facility into a six-unit 
apartment building. The necessary 
changes in zon ing were the subject of 
a public planning meeting August 28, 
where Woolwich councillors heard no 
objections. 

The building, the onetime home of the 
Pilgrim’s Provident care facility, is located 
at 3 Erb St., at the corner of Duke Street. 

SEPTEMBER
Icy carburetor likely cause 
of helicopter crash

Ice blocking airflow through a carbure-
tor was deemed the likely cause of a fatal 
helicopter crash in November 2011 that 
claimed the life of a flight instructor at the 
Region of Waterloo International Airport. 

The federal Transportation Safety Board 
released its collision report Sept. 3. 

The Robinson R22 helicopter departed 
the airport for a local training flight with 
a student and instructor on board when 
approximately one minute after take-off 
the helicopter crashed in a drainage 
swamp on the airport property, killing 
Tiffany Hanna and seriously injuring the 
student, Scott Puillandre. The helicopter 
was destroyed by the impact.

Blaze destroys Floradale barn 
Smoke could still be seen rising high 

above the ashes of a barn in Floradale 
hours after firefighters left the scene 
September 10. A barn and tractor were 
destroyed by the fire, which caused 
$475,000 in damage. 

Some 60 firefighters from the Floradale, 
St. Ja cobs, Elmira and Conesto go fire 
stations responded to an alarm at 12:51 
a.m. When they arrived, the barn at 2319 
Floradale Rd. was already fully engulfed. 
The flames and heat were so intense 
that additional fire tanker support was 
needed from the St. Cle ments and 
Drayton fire departments. 

New fall fair ambassador
Katie Baer was named the new ambas-

sador of the Wellesley–North Easthope 
Fall Fair at a ceremony September 11.

Organizers had invited her to apply in 
past years but the university student and 
varsity rugby player never had the time. 
For 2012, a fluke in her rugby schedule 
finally allowed her to join vari ous town-
ship hopefuls in the competition, though 

she never expected to win. 
“I hold Wellesley near and dear in my 

heart and Wen dy Richardson has called 
me every year since I was 17 so I figured 
it was always something that I wanted to 
do but I was never able to do it before,” 
she said of the persistence of the woman 
how heads the ambassador program. 

In recognition of Bob Waters
The laneway running in front of the 

Woolwich Memorial Centre in Elmira was 
renamed Bob Waters Way in recognition 
of the former mayor who passed away in 
2010. 

Waters served as a councillor and 
three-term mayor between 1982 and 
1994. As well, he was an active volunteer 
with Woolwich Minor Hockey, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings Junior B team and one of 
the founders of the Friends of Hockey 
organization that helps make the sport 
accessible to low-income families. He 
was a major part of the fundraising team 
for the WMC project. 

Township council approved the naming 
of the laneway September 14. 

Bob Waters Way runs from the 
southeast corner of Snyder Avenue to the 
corner of South Street West. 

A dedication ceremony was held in 
conjunction with Sports Day on Sept. 29.

Woolwich reverses course on 
Dollarama

The addition of two more people at the 
council table reversed the decision on 
a dol lar store in Elmira, and generated 
another controversy. 

Meeting with just three members 
present September 18, councillors ap-
proved Sobeys Capi tal Inc.’s plan to put a 
Dollarama store in the long-vacant space 
adjacent to the Foodland grocery store 
at Arthur Street and South Field Drive. 
One September 25, with the return of 
councillors Mark Bauman and Allan Pof-
fenroth, council reviewed the proposal 
and ultimately defeated it with a tie vote. 

Before voting, Poffenroth excused 
himself, citing pecuniary interest, as he 
owns commercial property downtown. 
After he left the room, Bauman asked for 
a recorded vote, which meant that Mayor 
Todd Cowan was also forced to make a 
deci sion on the matter. With Poffenroth 
gone, Cowan made for an even number 
of votes; under municipal rules, a tie vote 
results in a defeat.

OCTOBER
Housing values on the rise

Despite the downturn in the economy 
over the last four years homes in both 
Woolwich and Wellesley townships 
gained value. Wellesley’s housing values 
were up 11.14 per cent, while Woolwich 
saw an increase of 10.5 per cent since 
2008. 

In Wellesley homeowners saw the 
assessed value of their property increase 
by an average of 2.47 per cent in 2013 
while in Woolwich the increase was 
2.24 per cent, according to new figures 
from the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC).

Comedy writing award for Elmira 
man

Elmira’s Michael Grant was the win ner 
of the 2012 New Comedy Award at a 
ceremony hosted October 22 by the 
Playwrights Guild of Canada. 

The award recognizes his play Short-
handed, a comedy about lost dreams and 
second chances. It explores the trials and 
tribulations of middle aged men’s lives, 
and most importantly, it is a story about 
friendship and to what ends we would 
go for our friends and the pursuit of their 
dreams. 

The jury that selected Grant’s play 
was chaired by celebrated Canadian 
playwright Norm Foster.

Elmira arrest posted on YouTube
A one-minute video surfaced on 

YouTube of two Waterloo Regional 
Police officers arresting a man downtown 
El mira on October 28. 

The video shows the officers arresting 
a 23-year-old man who seems to be 
lying in the street as the officers try to 
place handcuffs on him. One officer is 
seen holding the man as a second police 
of ficer knees the man twice, roughing 
him up. After the man is subdued there 
is no further use of force by the officers. 

After reviewing the case, police officials 
deemed the officers had used appropri-
ate force in subduing those involved in 
the incident.

New contractor for sidewalk 
snow removal in Elmira

Hoping for better results, Woolwich 
turned over sidewalk snow-clearing 
duties to a new company for the next 
three years. 

Since being introduced in Elmira eight 
years previously, the program has gener-
ated a slew of complaints, with residents 
upset about the timeliness and quality 
of service during the winter months and 
about the dam age to their lawns that 
be comes visible in the spring. 

In picking a new con tractor – Mitchell 
Property Maintenance – director of 
engineering and plan ning Dan Kennaley 
said October 30 that the township has 
“higher expectations” about the level of 
service starting this season.

NOVEMBER
Public pressure sees Woolwich 
change noise policy 

Less is more when it comes to a noise 
policy for Woolwich’s recreation fa cilities, 
councillors decided November 6. 

Faced with public resis tance to changes 
made in September, officials opted to 
scale back a list of pro hibitions deemed 
heavy-handed. Director of recre ation and 
facilities Karen Makela is to bring back a 
revised policy for council to consider. 

The reversal of a deci sion made Sep-
tember 18 came after councillors received 
numerous complaints by telephone calls, 
email and through an online petition. The 
policy approved at that meeting went 
beyond the township’s previous exclusion 
of air horns, si rens and similar devices to 
include noise-makers such as clappers 
and thunder sticks. Also on the list were 
“human-created noised deemed unsafe 
or unpleas ant, such as finger whistles, 
yelling, cat calling, profan ity, etc.”

Gaming issue returns 
 to Woolwich

There was a feeling of déjà vu in the air 
November 20 as Woolwich revisited the 
gambling debate, but with a much lower 
key to it than was the case more than a 
dozen years previously. 

Only a handful of residents got up 

to speak November 20 following a 
presenta tion by the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation (OLG) at a Woolwich 
council meeting held at the WMC to ac-
commodate a larger crowd, though there 
were fewer than 60 people in attendance. 

The meeting was the first in what Mayor 
Todd Cowan promised would be an “ex-
tensive public process” to determine if 
Woolwich is interested in hosting a casino 
under OLG’s plan to modernize gaming in 
the province. 

Woolwich is part of a newly-
created gaming zone, which also includes 
Kitchen er, Waterloo, Wilmot Township 
and parts of Cambridge and Wellington 
County. The OLG is seeking municipalities 
willing to host a new facility.

Bryant lone councillor to vote 
against gravel pit deal 

Seemingly eager to distance herself 
from an unpopular decision, Ward 3 
councillor Bonnie Bry ant made it clear 
November 20 that she did not support 
an agreement to allow the Jigs Hollow 
gravel pit to proceed. 

At a council meeting that night, she 
called for a recorded vote to make her 
colleagues reveal their positions from a 
behind-closed-doors meeting November 
12 that saw the township sign off on a 
plan to mine aggregate in the shallow 
valley between Winterbourne and 
Cones togo. 

As was the case the previous week, 
Bryant was the lone vote against the 
agreement, with Mayor Todd Cowan, 
Coun. Mark Bauman and Coun. Julie-
Anne Herteis opting for the agreement. 
Coun. Allan Poffenroth was absent from 
both meetings.

This week’s vote was an “issue of 
transparency,” said Bryant, who said after 
the meeting she had been receiving calls 
about the matter since the agreement 
was made public November 15.

OMB clears way for gravel pit
There was no surprise November 26 

when the Ontario Municipal Board gave 
the go-ahead to the Jigs Hollow gravel 
pit. 

Board member Mary- Anne Sills 
rendered her decision just moments 
after a hearing in which residents made 
a last-ditch plea to keep the valley intact. 
They knew it was an uphill battle after 
the township abandoned the residents, 
signing off on a deal approving the 
ap plication by Kuntz Topsoil, Sand and 
Gravel. 

Relying only on expert evidence pre-
sented by the applicant, Sills determined 
“there’s not a problem with this applica-
tion,” arguing the plan is in con formity 
with provincial, regional and township 
regulations. The residents offered up 
no evidence that would allow the board 
to deny the appeal brought by Kuntz, 
supported by Preston Sand and Gravel, 
she said.

Woolwich council shifts tax 
target to a 2% increase

Saying that Woolwich residents have 
had enough of unsustainable tax in-
creases, Coun. Bonnie Bryant led a charge 
November 27 that would see the 2013 tax 
hike limited to 2 per cent, down from 
the 4.3 per cent proposed the previous 
month.

Instead of a 1.8 per cent general tax 
increase and a 2.5 per cent special levy for 

infrastructure, those numbers were reset 
at 1.5 and 0.5 respectively.

“They are finding it very difficult to keep 
up with tax increases. They’ve reached 
the breaking point,” said Bryant, relaying 
the comments she’s heard from the 
public.

Her proposal at the November 27 
council meeting was treated dismissively 
by Mayor Todd Cowan, but quickly found 
support from councillors Julie-Anne 
Herteis and Allan Poffenroth, allowing for 
Bryant’s motion to pass.

DECEMBER 
Woolwich to hike water rates 
5.88%, wastewater 6.3% 

Woolwich residents learned they’d be 
reaching deeper into their pockets in 2013 
when they want water from their taps. 
And dig ging deeper still to flush it away. 

The township approved a 5.88 per cent 
increase to its water rates and a 6.30 per 
cent hike on the wastewa ter side. 

The increases approved December 11 
by councillors bring the cost of water to 
$1.61 per cubic metre, up from the current 
$1.52, while wastewater charges go to 
$2.02 per cubic metre from $1.90. 

Users will be paying $16 to $22 a year 
more for water and $22 to $29 more for 
wastewater, based on typi cal usage.

Pedestrian killed on Lobsinger 
Line

A pedestrian was killed at the intersec-
tion of Lobsinger Line and Bell Street after 
being struck by a car on December 12, at 
approximately 5:23 p.m. 

Francis Reitzel, 75, of St. Clements was 
pronounced dead on the scene. 

A 38-year-old St. Clements man was 
driving eastbound on Lobsinger Line 
towards Bell Street when his vehicle, 
a 1991 Honda, struck Reitzel as he was 
attempting to cross the street. 

The driver was not injured and speed 
and alcohol are not considered to be 
factors in the collision. 

Elmira student, 17, dies after car 
collides with tractor-trailer 

A 17-year-old Elmira resident died after 
a fa tal collision with a tractor trailer on 
December 14 at the intersection of Arthur 
Street and Tillman Road. 

The accident occurred at 7:15 p.m., when 
a 35-year-old Cambridge man driv ing 
north on Arthur Street collided with 
Beverly Bearinger, who was pulling out 
from Tillman Road in her car. 

Bearinger, a student at Elmira District 
Secondary School, was transported 
by ambulance to hospital, where she 
succumbed to her injuries. Her 15-year-
old passenger suffered mi nor injuries. 
The driver of the tractor trailer was not 
injured.

Albrecht’s suicide bill becomes 
law

Canada went  into the New Year 
having for the first time established 
legislation for suicide prevention. Bill 
C-300, a private member’s bill tabled by 
Kitchener- Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht, 
establishes an of ficial framework for 
dealing with suicide. It was signed into 
law December 14.
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WHAT DO WE MAKE of the provincial gov-
ernment’s proposed pilot project to sell liquor 
through 10 stores in or near supermarkets? Is it 
a reaction to Conservative leader Tim Hudak’s 
privatization musings, designed to dampen his 
arguments? Or another populist pronounce-
ment that will never amount to anything?

Certainly we’ve seen talk of liberalized liquor, wine and 
beer sales trotted out with regularity, with few changes.

It does make sense to provide more outlets for Ontario’s 
small wineries to get their wares out to the public, as col-
umnist Owen Roberts notes this week. Likewise, doing 
away with the oligopoly that is the Brewers Retail model by 
permitting beer sales in convenience and grocery stores is 
a fine idea.

The LCBO, on the other hand, is a major contributor 
to government coffers that shouldn’t be used for a quick 
cash infusion that will be quickly squandered, nor to score 
cheap political points.

Privatization, as studies have shown, is simply bad eco-
nomics, squandering lucrative assets for a cash infusion 
that would have a minimal impact on long-term debt, 
while eliminating a steady flow of revenue year over year.

And Ontarians would have every right to expect income 
from the fire-sale to simply be frittered away, in keeping 
with the track record of this and previous governments.

Ontarians will recognize this formula as the one cooked 
up by the Harris government to cover deficits and to ad-
vance its financial agenda. That government advocated 
the sale of Hwy. 407, which proceeded at great cost to the 
taxpayer, and also pushed for the privatization of the LCBO, 
a foolhardy plan that thankfully did not go ahead.

Ontario also saw the fire-sale deals in which government 
expenditures for, say, the Skydome were traded away for 
pennies on the dollar. Much of the current mess in the 
electricity market can be tied to the Tory dismantling of 
Ontario Hydro in preparation for privatization.

On the LCBO specifically, the public has repeatedly op-
posed selling of the asset, and with good reason: doing so 
would cost us money, both as consumers and taxpayers.

The impact is clearly visible in Alberta, where the Con-
servative government privatized the Alberta Liquor Control 
Board in 1993. The results were not pretty.

A study released a decade later by the Consumers’ Asso-
ciation of Canada, done as British Columbia was looking at 
going down the same road, predicted customers would pay 
10-20 per cent more for the alcohol they bought. 

In Ontario, we currently have a hodgepodge of liquor 
laws. Spirits are sold only in government-owned stores; 
beer is sold through outlets owned by the breweries; and 
wine-only stores are operated by the wineries. Some tinker-
ing may be in order: we’ve dabbled in bring-your-own wine 
in restaurants, perhaps we’ll introduce beer and wine sales 
in convenience stores and supermarkets, as well as simi-
lar measures sure to raise the ire of more than a few. But 
wholesale changes to the cash-cow – the LCBO, the world’s 
largest single buyer of spirits and wines in the world for 
instance, generated $4.7 billion in revenues in 2011-2012, 
turning over $1.63 billion to government coffers – would be 
ill advised.

As the Alberta model indicates, privatization means we’ll 
pay more as consumers when prices rise and as taxpayers 
when government revenues decrease, forcing the province 
to dig deeper elsewhere. Neither prospect goes down well.

There's no room 
for politics in beer 
and liquor policies

To begin on a happy note, 
the world didn’t end in 
2012. December 21 came 
and went without a sign of 
the Four Horsemen, leav-
ing the Mayans (or rather 
their ancestors) with egg all 
over their faces. It just goes 
to show the perils of pre-
diction – but why would we 
let that deter us? Nobody is 
keeping score.

So, instead of the usual 
trek through the events of 
the past year, why don’t we 
use this year-ender to ex-
amine the entrails of recent 
events for portents of the 
future? Like, for example, 
the vicissitudes of the Arab 
revolutions in the past 12 
months.

On one hand, there were 
the first truly free elections 
in modern Egyptian his-
tory. On the other hand, 
judges inherited from the 
old regime dismissed the 
lower house of parliament 
on a flimsy pretext, and 
then the Islamist president 
retaliated by ramming 
through a new constitu-
tion that entrenched con-

Can 2012 tell us about what's in store this year?
servative “Islamic” values 
against the will of more 
than a third of the popula-
tion. Is this glass half full or 
half empty?

On one hand, Libyans 
managed to hold a free 
election even though the 
country is still overrun by 
various militias, and Ye-
men finally bid farewell to 
its dictator of 30-odd years. 
On the other hand, Syria 
has fallen into a full-scale 
civil war, with government 
planes bombing city cen-
tres and 40,000 dead. Did 
the “Arab spring” succeed, 
or did it fail?

Well, both, of course. 
How could it have been 
otherwise, in a world of 
fallible human beings? 
But the mould has been 
broken, and already half 
of the world’s Arabs live in 
countries that are basically 
democratic.

The political game is be-
ing played pretty roughly 
in some Arab countries, but 
that’s quite normal in new 
democracies – and in some 
older ones, too. In the years 
to come the transformation 
will deepen, amidst much 
further turbulence, and 
most Arab countries will 
emerge from it as normal, 
highly imperfect democra-

cies. Just like most of the 
world’s other countries.

The European Union 
staggered through a year 
during which the common 
currency of the majority 
of its members, the euro, 
tottered permanently on 
the brink of collapse. The 
financial markets have 
been talking all year about 
“Grexit,” the expected, al-
most inevitable withdrawal 
of Greece from the euro-
zone, and speculating on 
which country would leave 
next.

They thought it would 
be Spain for most of the 
year, but Silvio Berlusconi’s 
decision to run for office 
again – “The Return of the 
Undead,” one European 
paper called it – switched 
the spotlight to Italy in 
November. The possibility 
that the common currency 
might simply fall apart, 
and take the political unity 
of the European Union 
with it, could no longer be 
dismissed.

Meanwhile, secessionist 
movements flourished in 
major EU states. In Spain, 
both Catalonia and the 
Basque region elected pro-
vincial governments com-
mitted to holding referen-
dums on independence. 

The United Kingdom and 
the recently devolved Scot-
tish government agreed on 
the terms of a referendum 
to be held on Scottish inde-
pendence in 2014. And in 
Belgium, Flemish threats 
to secede seemed more 
plausible than usual.

It’s a mess, in other 
words, and Europe cer-
tainly faces years of very 
low economic growth. But 
the EU was always mainly a 
political project, intended 
to end centuries of dev-
astating wars in Europe, 
and the euro was invented 
to reinforce that political 
union.

That project still has 
the firm support of the 
political elites in almost 
all EU countries, and they 
will pay whatever price is 
necessary to save it. Even 
in the regions considering 
secession from their cur-
rent countries, there is no 
appetite for leaving the 
EU. Indeed, the strongest 
argument of the anti-
secessionists is to say that 
those regions would have 
to re-apply for EU member-
ship if they got their inde-
pendence, rather than just 
inheriting it automatically.
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With holidays behind them and the credit card bills coming in, residents may not be in any mood for any budgetary nonsense being served up by Woolwich council.
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We take it personally when a celebrity dies, despite never having met them

Did it feel kind of 
strange watching the New 
Year’s Eve countdown 
without seeing Dick Clark? 
He’d been a part of every 
NYE celebration I could 
recall.

The show may have been 
called Dick Clark’s New 
Years Rockin’ Eve, but 
America’s oldest teenager 
died April 18 of a heart at-
tack at the age of 82.

As a slew of end-of-year 
reports informed us, he 
wasn’t the only celebrity 
to pass away in 2012. There 
was, of course, a large 
outpouring at the death 
of Whitney Houston, but 
there were those that hit 
closer to home.

It was a bad year for 
those of us who grew up 
with reruns from the Six-
ties and Seventies. Stars 
of some of the staples left 
us last year, from Ernest 
Borgnine of McHale’s Navy 
fame, Larry Hagman of I 
Dream of Jeannie, Richard 
Dawson of Hogan’s He-
roes, Andy Griffith and the 

man who played Goober 
alongside his sheriff Andy 
Taylor, George Lindsey. 
Jack Klugman of The Odd 
Couple and Quincy fame, 
died on Christmas Eve at 
the age of 90.

It was tough on fans of 
‘70s television, with not 
one but two cast members 
of Welcome Back Kotter 
–  Ron Palillo (Horshack), 
63, and Robert Hegyes 
(Epstein), 60 – passing 
away, along with Sherman 
“George Jefferson” Hems-
ley and medical drama 
stalwart Chad Everett.

Taking stock at year’s 
end is always tough. Those 
of us born in the TV age 
grew up with a wide social 
circle invented by Hol-
lywood and beamed into 
homes round the clock. In 
many ways, we’re more at-
tached to the people we see 
on TV than to those around 
us – our Friends are more 
real than our friends, in 
some instances. And when 
they die, either as actors or 
characters, the grief can be 
as real as if somebody close 
to you had passed on.

While movies had 
launched the notion of 
celebrity, our attachment 
grew in leaps and bounds 

with television, which 
brought them into the 
intimate confines of our 
homes. The phenomenon 
is linked to the suburban 
growth that followed the 
war.

The common responses 
to celebrity deaths demon-
strate important realities 
about how people build re-
lationships with the media 
they consume, according 
to a Kansas State Univer-
sity cognitive psycholo-
gist. Prof. Richard Harris 
has studied a number of 
aspects of the psychology 
of mass communication. 
His focus has been on how 
people acquire knowledge 
from media. Among his 
studies has been an ex-
amination of how watching 
certain media with differ-
ent people influences the 
experience. 

Harris says many people 
develop relationships with 
media characters in a simi-
lar manner to how they do 
so in real life. This phe-
nomenon is referred to as 
parasocial interaction. The 
one-sided relationship is 
most commonly observed 
between celebrities and 
their fans. A prominent 
example cited by Harris 

was the popular television 
show Friends. The show 
aired for 10 years and re-
volved around six principal 
characters. 

“Many people have prob-
ably spent more time with 
the characters on Friends 
than they have with most 
of their real-life friends,” 
Harris says. “Of course they 
haven’t interacted with 
them – it’s very one-sided. 
People can, if drama is 
particularly well acted and 
written, identify with the 
characters. That’s a sig-
nificant relationship. That 
becomes particularly acute 
often when a character dies 
or a famous person dies 
with whom you have such a 
relationship with.”

Spontaneous displays of 
grieving after the death of a 
famous person or celebrity 
are not new. For example, 
impromptu memorials ap-
peared for Princess Diana, 
Michael Jackson and John 
Lennon following their 
deaths. 

Harris says these losses 
have a distinct difference 
from the loss of a family 
member.

“We don’t have the social 
structures and support for 
grieving the loss of a media 
character or, in particular, 
a fictional character,” he 
notes. “Somebody’s real 
upset that their favourite 
soap opera character was 
killed off yesterday and 
they tell someone about 
that and they laugh. It’s 
a very different reaction 
than if their grandmother 
had died.”

As a result, social media 
postings can turn thera-
peutic for some devoted 
fans or supporters, Harris 
said. Fellow celebrities 
have also taken to social 
media sites and other me-
diums to mourn the loss of 
fellow stars or influential 
people. 

While parasocial interac-
tion was first written about 
as early as the 1950s, in-
stances only began increas-

ing with the rise of televi-
sion and movies and the 
more realistic depictions of 
fictional characters. 

“Both have the visual 
and auditory modality,” 
Harris says. “Television 
and movies look a lot more 
real than radio or print 
media. I think the degree 
of identification and emo-
tional response is much 
greater.”

We spend more time with 
fictional characters – and 
the actors portraying them 
– than we do with many of 
the real people in our lives. 
When old aunt Cora, who 
you saw occasionally at 
family functions over the 
years, passes away, you’re 
likely to feel little, if any-
thing at all. It seems that’s 
not the case if the actor 
you watch daily in reruns 
shuffles off this mortal 
coil. People who don’t shed 
a tear at a family funeral 
might bawl like babies over 
the death of a character on 
TV or in the movies.

Do you have any resolutions for the New Year?

Not really.

 » Sarah Riley

Not really, if I make one I’ll probably break it. 

 » Bev Reid

Make more money.

 » Alex Mathiews

Get healthier.

 » Jenni Spies

Losing weight, getting back in shape and the 
provincial championships for my kid’s 
volleyball team. 

 » Sarah Gerth

"It wasn’t all that great a year either, but never mind. There’s another one just underway." Gwynne Dyer | page 8

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

@ LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR ARE 
ALWAYS WELCOME.
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEWDYER: 2012 wasn't so bad, just 
business as usual ... such as it is
CONTINUED FROM | 8

 » Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

So the European Union 
will survive, and will even 
recover its financial stabil-
ity eventually. It will also 
remain a major economic 
player in the world, al-
though the centre of grav-
ity of the global economy 
will continue to shift to-
wards Asia. There is even 
reason to think that Asia’s 
triumph will arrive some-
what later, and in a rather 
more muted fashion, than 
the enthusiasts have been 
predicting in recent years.

In the last months of 
2012 China went through 
the 10-yearly ritual in 
which power is handed 
on to a new generation of 
leaders, and both Japan 
and South Korea elected 
new right-wing govern-
ments. North Korea, the 
nuclear-armed rogue state 
that lies between them, 
put its first satellite into 
orbit, thus demonstrating 
its ability to build long-
range ballistic missiles. 
And China was almost 
continuously embroiled 
in border disputes with its 
neighbours (Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Malaysia) in 
the South China Sea.

The cloud on the hori-
zon is still “no bigger than 
a man’s hand,” but it is 
definitely there. We can 
hope that the world works 
differently nowadays, and 
in some ways it really does, 
but the fears, the nation-
alist passions, and even 
the strategic relationships 
in Asia are coming to re-
semble those in Europe a 
century ago, on the eve of 
the First World War.

Even if an equivalent war 
never actually happens in 
Asia, a growing share of the 
region’s resources may be 
wasted on military spend-
ing. And if there ever were 
a real war, the destruction 
would be so great, given 
current weapons technolo-
gies, that the region could 
lose several decades’ worth 
of growth. But it will be 
some years yet before we 
know if the region is really 

drifting in that direction.
The world’s drift towards 

global catastrophe due to 
climate change is becom-
ing impossible to deny. 
This northern summer saw 
prolonged droughts and 
heat waves ravage crops 
from the U.S. Midwest to 
the plains of Russia, and 
soaring food prices as the 
markets responded to 
shortages in food supply.

This September saw Arc-
tic sea ice cover fall to its 
lowest ever level: only half 
of the total area covered by 
ice in September 10 years 
ago. And October saw Hur-
ricane Sandy devastate 
much of the U.S. east coast, 
causing a hundred deaths 
and more than $30 bil-
lion in damage. It was the 
second-costliest tropical 
storm in American history 
(after Katrina, in New Or-
leans, seven years ago).

Yet the global response 
is as feeble as ever. The 
annual round of global 
negotiations on cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
held this December in Qa-
tar, merely agreed that they 
would try to get some sort 
of deal by 2015. Even if they 
do, however, it won’t go 
into effect until 2020.

So for the next eight 
years the only legal con-
straint on warming will be 
the modest cuts in emis-
sions agreed at Kyoto 15 
years ago. Moreover, those 
limits only apply to the old 
industrial powers. There 
are no limits whatever on 
the rise of emissions by the 
fast-growing economies 
of the emerging industrial 
powers in Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. Even lem-
mings usually act more 
wisely than this.

November brought a 
week of massive Israeli air 
and missile strikes against 
the Gaza Strip, allegedly 
in retaliation for Palestin-
ian missile attacks against 
Israel, but the tit-for-tat has 
been going on for so long 
that it’s pointless to discuss 
who started it. And noth-
ing Israel does can stop the 
growing support for a Pal-

For Canada’s 100 highest paid CEOs, the rewards start clocking in 
very early into the New Year. By 1:18pm on January 2, the first 
official working day of the year, Canada’s top 100 CEOs will have 
already pocketed $45,448. It takes the average Canadian an entire 
year of full-time work to earn that.

 » Annie Kidder, executive director of People for Education, says extracurricular 
activities are still at risk despite the provincial government's decision to impose 
contracts on public school teachers.

“I’m not really sure this is going to solve the problems we are in 
and is definitely not going to get us back to that sense of 
partnership and collegiality . . . it’s still a worry in terms of what’s 
going to going to happen come Monday in our schools.”

 » From the Jan. 10, 2009 edition of the Observer.

Elmira’s Henry Regier was named to the Order of Canada in 
recognition of more than half a century of work on ecosystem 
management and environmental conservation. Regier, long 
involved in Elmira’s groundwater issues, was a professor of zoology 
and environmental studies at the University of Toronto for 30 years, 
and later director of the school’s Institute of Environmental Studies.

estinian state: in late No-
vember the United Nations 
General Assembly granted 
Palestine non-voting ob-
server state status by a vote 
of 138-9.

More worrisome was 
the threat of Israeli air 
strikes on Iran, suppos-
edly to stop it from getting 
nuclear weapons. That 
would be a very big war 
if it started: the United 
States would almost inevi-
tably get dragged in, the 
flow of oil from the Gulf 
states would stop, and the 
world economy would do 
a nosedive.

But there is no proof that 
Iran is currently working 
on nuclear weapons (the 
U.S. and Israeli intelligence 
services both say no), and 
mere air strikes would 
not cripple Iran’s nuclear 
industry for long. So the 
whole issue is probably an 
Israeli bluff.

A bluff to what end? To 
get the rest of the world to 
impose severe economic 
sanctions against Iran, 

in the hope that they will 
cause enough pain to get 
Iranians to overthrow the 
present regime. The dam-
age is certainly being done 
– the value of the Iranian 
rial collapsed this year – 
but the power of the ayatol-
lahs is unshaken. They will 
not be overthrown, and 
there will not be a war. I 
think.

And then there’s the 
United States, where 
Barack Obama, having ac-
complished little except 
health care reform in his 
first presidential term, 
was re-elected anyway. 
The Republican candidate 
concentrated his campaign 
on Obama’s slow progress 
in overcoming the deep-
est recession in 70 years 
(which had been caused by 
the previous Republican 
administration), but just in 
time the numbers started 
to turn upward for Obama.

The economic recovery 
will probably strengthen 
in the coming year, and 
strong growth will give 

Obama enough political 
capital to undertake on at 
least one big reform proj-
ect. The highest priority is 
obviously global warming, 
but there is a danger that 
he will fritter his resources 
away on hot-button issues 
like gun control.

So much for the big 
themes of the year. There 
was also the usual scat-
ter of promising changes 
like Burma’s gradual 
return to democracy, the 
start of peace talks that 
may bring an end to the 
60-year-old war between 
government and guerillas 
in Colombia, and the re-
turn to the rule of law in 
growing areas of anarchic 
Somalia.

Similarly, there was a 
steady drizzle of bad news: 
the revolt by Islamist ex-
tremists that tore the Afri-
can state of Mali in half in 
April, the pogrom against 
Burmese Muslims in July, 
and the police massacre of 
striking miners in South 
Africa in August.

Venezuela’s President 
Hugo Chavez is probably 
dying of cancer, and the 
rules for choosing his suc-
cessor are in dispute. Rus-
sia’s President Vladimir 
Putin faced unprecedented 
public protests after the 
elections last March, but 
his power still seems se-
cure. The Mars rover land-
ed successfully in August, 
and is now busily trundling 
across the Martian land-
scape. The existence of the 
Higgs boson was confirmed 
(or at least tentatively con-
firmed).

Business as usual, in 
other words. So, 2012 
wasn’t a particularly bad 
year; if you think it was, 
you’ve been reading too 
many newspapers and 
watching too much CNN. 
Their stock-in-trade is 
crisis and tragedy, so you 
can always count on them 
to give you the worst news 
possible. It wasn’t all that 
great a year either, but 
never mind. There’s an-
other one just underway.
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Jacks end home-stand with a loss, 
but claim a point nonetheless
After win against Delhi, Wellesley comes back against Tavistock, but comes up short in OT

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Kings take 
three of four 
points prior 
to holiday 
break
Idle for a couple 
of weeks, Elmira 
squad is back 
in action this 
weekend with 
games against 
Waterloo and 
Caledonia

ELENA MAYSTRUK

KINGS | 13

HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

MARTIN’S PHARMACY

TEL: (519) 664-3785    FAX: (519) 664-2170 Alan S. Martin B.Sc. Phm
Pharmacist / Owner

PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 10 YEARS.

MARTIN’S PHARMACY • 10 Parkside Drive, ST. JACOBS

MARTIN’S PHARMACY
STORE HOURS:

Monday,Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Wednesday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

FREE DELIVERY TO RESIDENTS OF ST. JACOBS, ELMIRA, WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP & NORTH WATERLOO

Services Available
• Home Healthcare Supplies • Diabetic Supplies  • Blood Glucose Monitor Training 

    • Free Blood Pressure Test  • eFill Prescription Reminder 

ST. JACOBS

After three wins on 
home ice, the Wellesley 
Applejacks’ Christmas luck 
finally gave out as the holi-
days wound down. 

The team made it three 
in a row December 30 with 
a 4-1 win over Delhi before 
falling to the Tavistock 
Braves Wednesday night, 
a 5-4 overtime loss at the 
Wellesley arena.

On the eve of New Year’s 
Eve, the Jacks got off to a 
sluggish start, according to 
head coach Kevin Fitzpat-
rick but they soon picked 
up the slack.  

“Their goalie played very 
well,” said Fitzpatrick of 
Delhi. “We  had a good last 
half of the second period 
and a very good third pe-
riod.” 

Wellesley scored the 
first goal late into the first 
frame off the stick of Mi-
chael Pollice at 18:07, but 
the game-changer came 
in second. The Jacks were  
not reaching their full po-
tential in the first half of 
the match but stepped up 
their game in the second 
half, a move that would 
eventually exhaust the op-
position’s goalie.

 Wellesley’s 12 shots on 
net would lead to a four-
goal lead courtesy of Corey 
Way who scored at  0:28 
and 3:21 and Tyler Eckert 
at 10:57. 

“We really took it to 
them the last 10 minutes, 
they just ran out of legs. 
They had a lot of guys out 
of their lineup and their 
goalie I think finally got 

exhausted. We scored early 
in the third and we came 
right back and made it  4-0 
and then they scored late,” 
Fitzpatrick said.

Delhi made a late-game 
push five minutes before 
the buzzer but Wellesley 
would still skate away with 
a 4-1 victory. 

Back on the ice the sec-
ond day of the new year, 
Wellesley had more rotten 
luck. Again getting off to 

a slow start in the first, 
Wellesley spotted the first 
two goals of the first frame 
to Tavistock before con-
tinuing to act like Santa by 
letting Tavistock find the 
back of the net again in 
second at 1:21. 

Fighting now to even 
thing up, the Jacks re-
grouped to double their 
efforts, answering with 
goals of their own courtesy 
of Mark Detzler at 5:28 and 

Luke Rose at 10:48. The 
Jacks were still one behind 
when Tavistock pulled 
ahead to a two-point lead 
with a goal at 12:57, leaving 
the Jacks to play catch-up 
in the third. 

The boys in red played 
an aggressive third frame, 
potting the only two goals 
in the period at 9:14 and 
11:38, but coming up  short 
in overtime where Tavis-
tock cemented their win. 

As players continue to 
recuperate, the team’s ros-
ter is beginning to fill up, 
making coaches optimistic 
about the rest of the sea-
son.

Home to Delhi Friday 
night, the Jacks then hit 
the road for a Sunday night 
match against Burford. 
That will be followed by a 
stop in Delhi Wednesday 
night for another game 
against the Travellers.

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings took three out of 
four points before breaking 
for the holidays, a respite 
that ends tonight (Satur-
day) in Waterloo.

Before the layoff, the 
boys in green and white 
gave up a 3-2 shootout loss 
December 22 to the same 
Siskins they face today be-
fore bouncing back the fol-
lowing day at home against 
the Kitchener Dutchmen in 
a 3-1 victory.

Though the goal was to 
bag four points before the 
break, the coach staff was 
relatively happy with the 
resutls, said head coach 
Dean DeSilva. 

“We came out of there 
with a point. Anytime you 
can come off the road with 
a point, you’re happy with 
that,” he said of the Water-
loo game.

Despite the shootout 
loss, DeSilva says his play-
ers showed improvement 
from previous games 
against the Siskins. 

Waterloo got on the 

Corey Way fights to keep the puck away from the opposition during Wednesday’s game against Tavistock. The Jacks lost 5-4 in overtime.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Dec. 22 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 5  
Guelph: 2
Goals: Dustin Good x3, Ethan 
Bickerton, Joey Martin
Assists: Ethan Bickerton, Austin 
Schnarr, Will Lavigne, Eric 
Hutton x2, Joey Martin, Cade 
Beacom, Denver Martin

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec. 20 vs. Georgetown
Woolwich: 8  
Georgetown: 1
Goals: Sebastian Garrett x3, Ian 
Speiran x2, Brett Moser, Liam 
Eveleigh, Reid Burkholder
Assists: Mitchell Young, Andrew 
Gear, Liam Eveleigh, Tyler 
Brezynskie, Sebastian Garrett
Dec. 22 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 2  
Brampton: 4
Goals: Sebastian Garrett, Lucas 
Carson
Assists: Reid Burkholder, Nolan 
Bridge, Ian Speiran, Sebastian 
Garrett

Novice: LL #2
Dec. 22 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 5  
Ayr: 0
Goals: Riley Snider, Thomas 
Hill-Ring, Nolan Karger, Ryan 
Brubacher x2
Assists: Evan Catton, Tanis Uhrig, 
Tristan Kraemer, Parker Alles, 
Daniel Kelly, Adrian Kocan, Cale 
Waechter, Jonathan Staken
Shutout: John Kilgour

Novice: LL #3
Dec. 29 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 3  
Ayr: 1
Goals: Coleton Benhan x2, 
Corbin Schmidt
Assists: David Taylor Michael 
Gear Turner Duldhardt

Novice: LL #4
Dec. 15 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 2  
Ayr: 6
Goals: Joshua Moore, Nolan 
Williamson
Assists: Will McDougall, Owen 
Hackert, Joshua Moore
Dec. 16 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 4  
Twin Centre: 3
Goals: Ryan Curtis x3, Owen 
Hackert
Assists: Joshua Moore, Tyson 
Roth x2, Will McDougall, Haiden 
Idzik
Dec. 29 vs. Beverly
Woolwich: 3  
Beverly: 6
Goals: Ryan Curtis x3
Assists: Owen Hackert, Teagan 
Cadeau x2, Joshua Moore, Will 
McDougall, Daniel Grant

Atom: AE
Dec. 16
Woolwich: 0  
Acton: 3
Dec. 21 vs. Erin-Hillsburg
Woolwich: 5  

Erin-Hillsburg: 2
Goals: Conner Waters, Keith 
Mikel, Eric Martin, Andrew 
Weber, Grayson McGirr
Assists: Andrew Weber, Gavin 
Wilson x2, Grayson McGirr, 
Conner Waters, Tyler Newton
Dec. 23 vs. Erin-Hillsburg
Woolwich: 1  
Erin-Hillsburg: 0
Goals: Andrew Kieswetter
Shutout: Nick Lee

Atom: MAJOR AA
Dec. 21 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 2  
Milton: 0
Goals: Nathan Taylor, Conner 
Bradley
Assists: Brett Allen
Shout-Out: Zach Verwey
Dec. 23 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 5  
Milton: 1
Goals: Isiah Katsube x2, Lucas 
Huber, Jake Clemmer, Matt 
Fleischmann
Assists: Nathan Taylor, Conner 
Bradley, Ben Witmer

Atom: LL #2
Dec 22 vs. LL #1
LL#2: 3  
LL#1: 2
Goals: Danny Soehner, Matthew 
Brubacher
Assists: Mac Benham x2
Jan. 10 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 3  
Ayr: 5
Goals: Jonathon Dingelstad, 
Matthew Yorke, Tyson Kraemer

Atom: LL #3
Dec. 22 vs. LL#1
LL#3: 3  
LL#1: 2
Goals: Cameron Martin x3
Assists: Nate Curtis x2, Cole 
Seabrook, Keith Mikel

PeeWee: LL #1
Dec. 22 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 2  
New Hamburg: 4
Goals: Ryan Moser, Noah 
Bauman
Assists: Noah Bauman, Kyle 
Gingrich x2, Matthew MacDonald
Dec. 30 vs. Emro
Woolwich: 2  
Embro: 3
Goals: Hannah Petrosino, Kyle 
Gingrich
Assists: Kyle Gingrich, Hannah 
Petrosino)

PeeWee: LL #2
Dec. 29 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 1  
New Hamburg: 7
Goals: Owen Hill-Ring
Assists: Tim Brunkard, Brannon 
Slade

Bantam: AE
Dec. 19 vs. Acton
Woolwich: 3  
Acton Tanners: 0
Goals: Mitchell Rempel, Nathan 
Schwarz, Connor Runstedler

Assists: Danyal Rennie, Luke 
Charter, Connor Goss x2, Connor 
Runstedler, Liam Dickson
Shutout: Connor Duench
Dec. 22 vs. Oakville
Oakville: 1  
Woolwich: 0
Dec. 23 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 3  
Arthur Vipers: 2
Goals: Connor Goss x2, Gareth 
Rowland
Assists: Danyal Rennie x2

Bantam: LL #1
Dec. 22 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 5  
New Hamburg: 5
Goals: Nick Campagnolo x2, 
Luke Decorte x2, Joe Hanley
Assists: Luke Decorte, Nick 
Campagnolo

Midget: MAJOR A
Dec. 18 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 3  
Hespeler: 3
Goals: Bo Uridil, Tyler Seguin, 
Tim Shuh
Assists: Tyler Seguin x2, Adrian 
Gilles, Tyler Mayberry, Bo 
Uridil x2
Dec. 19 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 3  
Dundas: 7
Goals: McKinley Ceaser, Matt 
Lair, Cameron Mohle
Assists: Matt Townsend x2, Matt 
Lair, Tyler Seguin
Dec. 22 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 2  
Dundas: 5
Goals: Cameron Mohle, Evan 
Yantha
Assists: Grant Kernick, Mitch 
Kernick
Dec. 23 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 3  
Owen Sound: 2
Goals: Tyler Seguin, Evan 
Yantha, Mitch Kernick
Assists: Mitch Kernick, Sebastian 
Huber, Grant Kernick

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

 
Atom: AE

Hespeler Olympics
Hespeler, ON – Dec. 29-30
Game 1 vs. Erin-Hillsburg
Woolwich: 2  
Erin-Hillsburg: 1
Goals: Andrew Kieswetter x2
Assists: Tyler Newton x2, Hunter 
Weigel, Matthew Thaler
Game 2 vs. Belle River
Woolwich: 2  
Belle River: 1
Goals: Conner Waters, Tyler 
Newton
Assists: Tanner Mann
Shoutout: Conner Waters
Game 3 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 1  
Hespeler: 2
Goals: Tyler Newton
Assists: Grayson McGirr, Hunter 
Weigel
Shoutout: Andrew Kieswetter
Game 4 vs. Belle River
Woolwich: 0  
Belle River: 1

PeeWee: AE
Hespeler Tournament

Hespeler, ON – Dec. 27-28

Game 1 vs. Orangeville
Woolwich: 2  
Orangeville: 0
Goals: Tim Mayberry, Cade 
Schaus
Assists: Riley Shantz, Mathew 
Turkalj
Shutout: Matthew Turkalj
Game 2 vs. Grimsby
Woolwich: 5  
Orangeville: 0
Goals: Cade Schaus x2, Kade 
Bruder, Matthew MacDonald, 
Austin Whittom
Assists: Kyle Deyell x2, Matthew 
MacDonald, Ben Lenaers, Bruce 
Martin, Cade Schaus, Austin 
Whittom
Shutout: Matthew Turkalj
Game 3 vs. Grimsby
Woolwich: 5  
Orangeville: 0
Goals: Cade Schaus x4, Riley 
Shantz
Assists: Devin Williams x2, 
Justin Uhrig x2, Owen Lucier, 
John Wang
Shutout: Carl Schell
Game 4 vs. Orangeville
Woolwich: 4  
Orangeville: 1
Goals: Austin Whittom, Riley 
Shantz x2, Ben Lenaers
Assists: Cade Schaus x2, Justin 
Uhrig, Austin Whittom, Devin 
Williams

PeeWee: MINOR AA
Stratford Silver Stick

Stratford, ON – Dec. 27-28
Game 1 vs. London
Woolwich: 3  
London: 1
Goals: Austin Cousineau, Brody 
Waters, Sam Davidson
Assists: Sam Davidson x2, Nolan 
Hislop
Game 2 vs. Vaugh
Woolwich: 5  
Vaughn: 0
Goals: Austin Cousineau x2, 
Jake Code, Brody Waters, Lukas 
Shantz

Assists: Griffen Rollins x3, Sam 
Davidson, Austin Cousineau, 
Bart Sherrer, Nolan Hislop, Josh 
Martin, Jake Code
Game 3 vs. Streetsville
Woolwich: 3  
Streetsville: 1
Goals: Brody Waters, Griffen 
Rollins, Lukas Shantz
Assists: Bart Sherrer, Nolan 
Hislop, Jake Code, Eli Baldin, 
Josh Martin
Game 4 vs. Stratford
Woolwich: 5  
Stratford: 1
Goals: Jake Code, Kurtis Hoover, 
Brody Waters, Eli Baldin, Lukas 
Shantz
Assists: Jake Code, Griffen 
Rollins, Lukas Shantz, Justin 
Taylor, Eli Baldin, Kurtis Hoover
Game 5 vs. Aurora
Woolwich: 0  
Aurora: 3

Bantam: AE
Silver Stick

Alliston, ON – Dec. 28-29
Game 1 vs. TNT
Woolwich: 1  
TNT: 7
Goals: Connor Runstedler
Assists: Blake Doebecker
Game 2 vs. Stoney Creek
Woolwich: 1  
Stoney Creek: 3
Goals: Luke Charter
Assists: Nathan Schwarz
Game 3 vs. Ancaster
Dec. 29
Woolwich: 3  
Ancaster: 3
Goals: Liam Dickson, Connor 
Runstedler, Connor Goss
Assists: Daniel Gallant, Connor 
Goss, Liam Dickson

Bantam: LL #1
Hanover Canadian Tire Cup

Woolwich, ON – Dec. 29
Game 1 vs. Chatsworth
Woolwich: 4  

Chatsworth: 2
Goals: Joe Hanley, Ryan 
Diemert, Luke Decorte, Nick 
Campagnolo
Assists: Joe Hanley x2, Luke 
Decorte, Nick Campagnolo, Jeff 
Talbot
Game 2 vs. Bradford
Woolwich: 4  
Bradford: 3
Goals: Keean Dowdall, Luke 
Decorte, Mike Devries, Joe 
Hanley
Assists: Luke Decorte, Joe 
Hanley, Ryan Diemert
Game 3 vs. Hanover
Woolwich: 3  
Hanover: 2
Goals: Luke Decorte x2, Joe 
Hanley
Assists: Ryan Diemert x3, Joe 
Hanley x2, Jeff Talbot

WOOLWICH 
WILD

 
Atom: B
Dec. 22 vs. West Seneca
Woolwich: 2  
West Seneca: 0
Goals: Alana, Mya
Assists: Julia, Abby, Sydney
Dec. 23 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 4  
Oakville: 0
Goals: Delaney x2, Maddy, Mya
Assists: Lauren, Mya, Sydney

Midget: B
Dec. 22 vs. Zorra
Woolwich: 2  
Zorra: 4
Goals: Claire Hanley, Gillian 
Olsthoorn
Assists: Gillian Olsthoorn

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

 
Atom: LL #1
Dec. 22 vs. St. George
Twin Centre: 4 
St. George: 2
Goals: Josh Carere, Jack Wolf, 
Colby VanBargen, Connall Gillett
Assists: Jack Wolf x2, 
Christopher Jones, Connall Gillett

Midget: MAJOR A
Dec. 23 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 3  
Owen Sound: 2
Goals: Tyler Seguin, Evan 
Yantha, Mitch Kernick
Assists: Mitch Kernick, Sebastian 
Huber, Grant Kernick

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

 
Atom: REP
Dec. 10 vs. Woolwich
Twin Centre: 1 
Woolwich: 0
Goals: Jordyn Torti
Assists: Kendra Pauser

Shutout: Kylee Zacharczuk
Dec. 19 vs. Brantford
Twin Centre: 3 
Brantford: 2
Goals: Jordyn Torti X2, Blythe 
Bender
Assists: Valerie Wolf, Kendra 
Pauser

Intermediate: LL
Dec. 27 vs. Wilmot
Twin Centre: 2 
Wilmot: 2
Goals: Jaide Shantz, Stephanie 
Lorentz
Assists: Samantha Haid, Lisa 
Guenther
Dec. 28 vs. Woolwich
Twin Centre: 1 
Woolwich: 1
Goals: Janessa Heywood (Twin 
Centre), Yi Wang (Woolwich)
Dec. 29 vs. Cambridge
Twin Centre: 3 
Cambridge: 0
Goals: Holly Lorentz, Jaide 
Shantz, Lisa Guenther
Assists: Carling Cisecki, Janessa 
Heywood, Sam Haid

HOCKEY  
TOURNAMENTS

Jason Crips Memorial  
Tournament

Kitchener, ON – Dec. 30
Game 1 vs. Stratford
Twin Centre: 0  
Stratford: 1

BANTAMS EMERGE AS VICTORS AT HANOVER TOURNAMENT

The Woolwich Bantam LL1 Wildcats were the champions of the Canadian Tire Cup Tournament held in Hanover on Dec. 29. The Wildcats defeated TCDMHA Rebels 4-2 in the first 
round and Bradford 4-3 to qualify for the championship game. In the final, the Wildcats defeated Hanover 3-2 in a overtime thriller. Back row: Harold Devries, Vaughn Bender, 
Keean Dowdall, Luke Decorte, Adam Elliott, Mason Buehler, Joe Hanley, Dave Berry. Second row: Alex Berry, Jeff Talbot, Max Bender, Nathan Horst, Noah Rawlinson, Mike Devries, 
Ryan Diemert, Nick Campagnolo, Kurt Michael. Front: Dawson Inglis.  [SUBMITTED]

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

SUBMIT SCORES ONLINE:

READ ALL ABOUT MINOR HOCKEY RESULTS EVERY WEEK.

KNOW
THE SCORE.

http://observerxtra.com/2/contact/submit-sports-scores/
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PEEWEE AE TEAM ARE CHAMPS IN HESPELER

The Woolwich PeeWee AE team came out on top after winning in the finals at the Hespeler Tournament last weekend. Front row: Cal Schell, 
Mathew Turkalj. Middle row: Bruce Martin, Riley Shantz, Tim Mayberry. Back row: Devin Williams, Cade Schaus, Owen Lucier, Kyle Bruder, 
Matthew Deyell, Austin Whittom, Kyle Deyell, Matthew MacDonald, Justin Uhrig, Noah Scurry, Ben Lenaers, John Wang. Coaches: Garry 
Mayberry, Mike Ferrede, Dave Freeman, Don Uhrig.x  [SUBMITTED]

NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN / STEVE GALEA

OPEN
COUNTRY

When it comes to New Year’s resolutions, it’s best to go with those you can make stick

Like most people, on 
New Year’s Eve I did a bit 
of soul searching and de-
cided that a resolution or 
two might help me attain 
the kind of enlighten-
ment that – should those 
believing in reincarnation 
be right – will turn me 
into a robin rather than a 
worm.

Coming up with some-
thing meaningful, howev-
er, something that would 
really benefit my fellow 
human and make the 

world a better place is no 
small thing.  It took liter-
ally minutes of thought 
before I decided. 

But then it hit me. I 
would stop passing gas. 

I reasoned that there 
are enough greenhouse 
emissions in this world 
and, if I did my part, 
perhaps climate change 
would be mitigated or 
even reversed in 2013.

Sadly, at 3:42 a.m. of 
January 1, I lost my re-
solve. I blame it on the 
onion dip and a 50-year-
old digestive tract.

I only mention this to 
illustrate that there is no 
point in trying to reverse 
the tides or stop the rain 

from falling. No, when 
settling on resolutions, 
there is no better way to 
go than with the stuff 
that’s ridiculously easy to 
achieve.

That’s why, this year, 
I’ve decided to spend even 
more time enjoying the 
outdoors. 

It will start with ice 
fishing, snowshoeing and 
rabbit hunting excursions 
this month. I’ll get out at 
least a few times for each. 
The goal, as always, will 
not be success but time 
spent in a beautiful winter 
setting rather than at my 
desk or on the couch.

Once spring’s greenery 
takes hold of the land and 

the ice leaves our lakes, 
I’ve promised myself to 
pass more time explor-
ing and fishing the trout 
streams and beautiful 
lakes that are so close to 
home. And this time, I’ll 
make a point of taking 
a camera along so I can 
share some of that beauty 
with those I know who 
are no longer able to visit 
these wonderful places.

I will make a point this 
year to bowfish for a few 
suckers too, so I can try 
canning them like the old 
folks around here used 
to do. And I’ll definitely 
spend more time in the 
turkey woods but it will 
be even more special be-

cause, this year, I plan to 
be beside my daughter 
when she gets her first 
bird. Somewhere along 
the way, she and I will go 
searching for morels like 
we always do and we’ll 
marvel at the wildflowers, 
too.

Come summer, I’ll leave 
my boat behind a bit more 
and, instead, spend more 
time paddling a canoe 
while fly fishing for bass 
and crappie. I’ll hike 
more often, give Callie, 
my spaniel, a refresher 
course on hunting com-
mands and visit the range 
to shoot the rifles and 
shotguns that make me 
happy. I was given a .222 

this Christmas that I’m 
particularly eager to get 
to know.

And, not to wish the 
year to pass too quickly, 
I will say that when au-
tumn finally revisits us, 
I’ll be fully prepared to 
embrace it. I’ll spend Sep-
tember in goose fields, 
October with a long bow 
in hand stalking the deer 
woods and November sit-
ting in a duck blind on big 
water with people I enjoy.

And then, when winter 
finally rolls around again 
and New Year’s approach-
es and Jenn and I sit there 
reminiscing on the couch 
I’ll smile and say, “Pass 
the onion dip please.”

board first in the open-
ing frame, getting one 
past Elmira’s Mackenzie 
Blackwood at 8:07. Black-
wood would prove to be a 
great asset to the defensive 
play in the game, giving 
his teammates a fighting 
chance. 

“I thought Mackenzie 
Blackwood was absolutely 
outstanding in the game 
against Waterloo. He kept 
us in the game and gave us 
a chance to win,” DeSilva 
said.

Mitch Wright evened the 
score at 13:00 with the help 
of Brady Campbell and 
Brandon Stewart, who fed 
him the puck. 

By the end of first 
the teams were almost 
matched for shots, with 15 
for Elmira and 16 for Wa-
terloo. 

Going into the second 
frame, the Kings seemed to 
double their efforts while 
the Siskins’ offence grew 
tired with only 8 shots to 
Elmira’s 12 for the period. 
The Kings used this to their 
advantage for a one point 
lead at 10:26 when Jake 
Weidner scored the team’s 
second goal.

The game was destined 
for a tie in the third when 
Waterloo came back for 

a goal at 7:54, eventually 
taking the game into over-
time and a shootout that 
favoured the home team.

On Sunday the Kings 
came home for their last 
game before the holidays, 
contending with Kitchener 
and the temptations of the 
festivities to come. 

“It’s always a tough time 
because guys are looking 
to go home for Christmas 
and they haven’t seen their 
families for a while. Try-
ing to keep them focused 
is always tough but we 
came out of there with two 
points,” DeSilva said. 

Kitchener didn’t have 
a full roster that night, 
but the Kings still worked 
hard for the win, he added. 
Many of lesser known 
Kings also got a chance to 
shine. 

“It was nice seeing guys 
step up. Rob Kohli and Cass 
Frey, Brandon Stewart, 
Justin Cooke. It was guys 
that sometimes get missed 
because they’re not the 
glory guys; those guys re-
ally played well for us that 
weekend and as a result we 
won.”

Campbell scored on 
Kitchener first at 5:48 
before the Dutchmen an-
swered at 9:22. Though 
Kitchener’s team was 

KINGS: Back in action this weekend
FROM | 11 weaker, having a shortage 

of players, both teams were 
matched for aggressive-
ness, as they split 27 penal-
ties for a total of 76 minutes 
in the sin bin.

Going into the second 
period was the turning 
point in the game as El-
mira moved ahead by two 
points, both through goals 
off the stick of Pat McK-
elvie at 7:04 and again at 
19:23. 

Third period would see 
the Kings holding strong, 
leaving Kitchener in the 
dust for a 3-1 win. 

This weekend Kings face 
off with Waterloo on Satur-
day and Caledonia on Sun-
day. DeSilva said this week 
the team has to shake off 
some rust before heading 
back into the fray.

The week’ s first pre-
game practice, which took 
place on Wednesday, is 
“never pleasant for the 
boys because of getting 10 
days of rest and relaxation 
and turkey and everything 
else out of their system,” 
he said.

The Kings are at the Wa-
terloo Memorial Recreation 
Complex Saturday night for 
a 7:30 start before return-
ing home Sunday to take at 
the Corvairs. Game time is 
7 p.m. at the WMC. 

Jacks win first two games of holiday home-stand
ELENA MAYSTRUK

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks were definitely 
on Santa’s “nice” list, as 
Christmas week saw the 
rack up a pair of wins at 
home.

The Jacks started with 
a 5-1 win over Burford on 
December 22 going into the 
holiday break, then com-
ing back to beat Ayr 4-3 on 
December 29.

Just before breaking for 
the holidays, the Jacks got 
off on the right foot during 
a home game against the 
Bulldogs, taking a three-
goal lead in the span of 
just over 16 minutes in the 
first frame. First on the 
scoreboard at 7:31 was Brett 
MacDonald having been 
slipped the puck by Mat 

Tonic and Blake Hether-
ington. Hetherington then 
potted Wellesley’s second 
goal at 11:25. Cody Tapsell 
would go on to score twice 
that evening, potting his 
first at 16:05 before the 
Bulldogs answered with 
their first and only goal of 
the night at 18:04. 

“They are a good hockey 
team and we just seemed 
to play well against them. 
We got a couple more 
bodies, that was the big-
gest thing, we were able 
to dress 14 people that 
night for the first time in 
a month,” said head coach 
Kevin Fitzpatrick. 

The scoreboard would 
record just one goal each 
for the next two periods, 
both scored by the Jacks. 
That was more than 

enough for Saturday’s 
victory. Luke Rose made 
it 4-1 at 14:57 in the sec-
ond frame before Tapsell 
scored the last goal of the 
night at 4:03 into the third 
period.

Wellesley had a tougher 
time going into the game 
against Ayr the follow-
ing Saturday. Both teams 
pressed hard for most of 
the first period with Jacks 
managing a goal at 10:04 
off the stick of Taylor Doer-
ing before the Centennials 
tied them at 18:32. More 
than 500 people were in 
the arena for the team’s 
teddy bear toss in which 
the Jacks managed to col-
lect 166 bears after their 
first goal, Fitzpatrick said. 

Ayr broke the tie at 2:57 
in the second frame but 

the teams were shot-for-
shot as Wellesley’s Reid 
Denstedt  evened things 
out 2-2 at 6:35 and turned 
the game in the Jacks’ 
favour with a goal at 19:34 
on the way to earning the 
first hat trick of his Junior 
career. In the third frame 
Densdedt gave Wellesley 
a two-goal lead at 19:34, 
with his third of the night 

at 1:44. 
The player was one of 

many who had been on 
sabbatical due to medical 
conditions and injuries. 
This was his first game 
back, Fitzpatrick said.  

Ayr retaliated with a 
goal at 17:37 but couldn’t 
get closer than that, as the 
Jacks skated to a 4-3 win. 

“It was a pretty evenly 

matched game. We went 
back and forth; they are 
a very good hockey team 
– that’s why they are in 
first place,” Fitzpatrick 
said, noting the coaching 
staff was happy with play-
ers’ performances and are 
looking forward to a more 
robust lineup now that the 
Applejacks are starting to 
recuperate. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSAT ISSUE / EXPLORING ALTERNATIVES

A different take on vaccines

Kudos to Ontario Fi-
nance Minister Dwight 
Duncan and the communi-
cations group that supports 
him. Not only did he ap-
prove significant changes 
to some archaic alcohol 
access laws and practices 
in the province, he did it 
with panache – on New 
Years’ Eve. What style! 

Just before noon on 
December 31, while most 
of the news world was con-
sumed with the U.S. and 
its precarious position on 
the fiscal cliff, the Province 
of Ontario was issuing a 
celebratory news release to 
announce its approach to 
liquor access was catching 
up with some other parts of 
the country.

First, it said, over the 
next 12-18 months some 
large grocery stores would 
be equipped with a service 
called LCBO Express. As 
envisioned, these outlets 
will be mini versions of a 
full-size LCBO store. But 
the province claims they 
will still offer a wide range 
of products.

Duncan says Ontarians 
have been asking for more 
convenience in where they 
purchase alcohol bever-
ages. That’s for sure. 

Despite its population, 
Ontario has the lowest 
number of alcohol re-

Even vaccines – for 
humans and animals alike 
– come with homeopathic 
alternatives, as those at-
tending an upcoming 
seminar held by Bio-Ag 
Consultants & Distributors 
will discover.

The company provides 
yearly seminars such as the 
one taking place on Janu-
ary 16 in order to educate 
the public on farming and 
health issues, says its mar-
keting manager.   

“This year we are doing 
half on large animal vacci-
nations and the other half 
on human vaccinations – 
we just bring people some 
different perspectives on 
that issue and let them de-
cide for themselves,” said 
Kate Fisher. 

This year’s event will 
feature an in-depth look 
at the history and affects 
of vaccinations for both 
humans and livestock. The 
seminar will present the 
audience with arguments 
for and against vaccinat-
ing animals and humans 
as well as provide ideas on 
homeopathic alternatives 
to conventional vaccines. 

“We have speakers from 
all over the world that have 
come; very, very, educated, 
respected people that 
you may not ever get the 
chance to hear speak out-
side of the academic world. 
That, I think, is really valu-
able,” Fisher said of past 
presentations. 

First on the podium 
will be a New York State 
large animal veterinarian 
Cynthia Lankenau, who 
will present her thoughts 

Ontario 
liberates 
liquor laws 
at last

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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Topic of Bio-Ag Consultants’ annual seminar chosen precisely for its controversial nature

VACCINES | 15

Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

26 Centre St., ELMIRA T: 519-669-2405

Quality care available for all
ages and all health conditions.

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Celebrating 10 
years of service to Elmira 

& surrounding communities.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

FIELD
NOTES

Bio-Ag president Murray Bask, manager Betty Ann Glauser and marketing manager Kate Fisher were part of the team that organized the company’s latest seminar on livestock and human 
vaccinations.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

on the nature of vaccines. 
Lankau will discuss her 
research and misgivings 
regarding the efficacy of 
conventional livestock vac-
cines. Among her examples 
she will present finding 
regarding the connection 
between vaccines and 

relatively recent findings 
regarding conditions such 
as Bleeding Calf Syndrome 
(bovine neonatal pancy-
topenia or BNP) which 
emerged in 2007 with 
many cases being reported 
each year ever since, she 
claims. 

In her presentation she 
will argue that “the practice 
of vaccination is neither 
safe nor effective,” outlin-
ing the history of the prac-
tice up to its uses today as 
an integral part of livestock 
practices as well within 
the medical community at 

ELENA MAYSTRUK

large. Lankenau will show 
that that the decision to 
use vaccinations is a diffi-
cult one riddled with com-
plications for those who are 
aware of the possible risks 
as well as benefits. 
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Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Right for me
or right  
for anyone?

Joyce Reimer
Vice President, Wealth Advisor
53 Arthur St. West, Elmira ON

Tel: 519-669-4622
joyce.reimer@nbpcd.com

Work with an Advisor who’ll take the time to know you.

As a dedicated professional I strive to provide a high  
level of service and expertise for all my clients. I can  
offer in-depth market understanding to help build  
stronger portfolios and an investment strategy that’s  
right for your life.

Contact me to discuss.

Cream of the Crop!

Challenger has immediate openings for:

• Single and Team (based in ON, QC, BC, AB)
• Regional (based in BC, AB)
• Newly Licensed Drivers (based in ON, QC, BC)

Drivers are our greatest asset!

Part time and
Seasonal Drivers
Welcome!

We go the Distance

Call us today and put your career on the path of your choice:
T 1 800 334 5142 F 1 888 876 0870
E recruiting@challenger.com W www.challenger.com

Find us on
Other opportunities:
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OAK & CHERRY
MANTEL &

INSERT INCLUDED

SAVE 65% OFF

  

1421 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS  |  (519) 664-3301

Mon - Thurs 8 to 6 | Fri 8 to 9 | Sat 8 to 5 | Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

Cell phone cases | Cell phone adapters
Cordless phone batteries | video/audio

cables and adapters & more.80%
OFF

ELECTRONIC
ACCESSORIES

UN-BOX THE
$AVINGS

HURRY IN! WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

Select In-Stock

$49998

Reg. $1500.00

GEORGETOWN
FIREPLACE

www.homefurniture.ca

35%
OFF

ALL INSTOCK
FURNITURE &
HOME DÈCOR
REG. PRICES | NO HOLD BACKS

70%
OFF

ALL INSTOCK
CHRISTMAS DÈCOR

Sale Ends january 12, 2013

“People want to learn 
about what the alternatives 
are, why they would want 
to have an alternative and 
how they would go about 
homeopathic vaccinations. 
That’s why we chose Dr. 
Cynthia Lankenau,” Fisher 
said.

To offer a point of view 
on human vaccinations will 
be Neil Z. Miller, a medical 
research journalist and the 
director of the Think Twice 
Global Vaccine Institute. 
The organization offers 
information on childhood 
immunizations and other 
human vaccines. 

“The human side, I think 
is very different. With live-
stock they will look into 
effectiveness, safety; with 
humans it’s more moral. 
Sometimes it’s a religious, 
sometimes a safety issue. 
Sometimes the drivers are 
different for why they are 
interested in the issue,” 
Fisher said.  

Bio-Ag is a family-owned 
company operated out 
of Wellesley Township. It 
specializes in farm consult-
ing and the distribution of 
nutritional supplements for 
livestock including organic 
products. The company’s 
main focus is livestock and 
nutritional products, but 
their annual seminars have 

a wider premise that strives 
to engage the community 
at large.  

Seminar topics can range 
from farm-specific issues 
to more general topics like 
genetically modified foods. 
This year Bio-Ag expects a 
crowd of farmers, clients 
and the general public at the 
seminar which will focus on 
both livestock and humans.  

“The human side, I think 
is very different. With live-
stock they will look into 
effectiveness, safety; with 
humans it’s more moral. 
Sometimes it’s a religious, 
sometimes a safety issue. 
Sometimes the drivers are 
different for why they are 
interested in the issue,” 
Fisher said.  

Bio-Ag seminars are not 
necessarily a reflection of 
the company’s policies, 
she added as opinions on 
various topics can vary 
depending on the expert 
that speaks. Fisher said this 
year’s seminar is no differ-
ent, as it will offer the point 
of view of just two experts 
on a topic that is both di-
verse and controversial. 

“It means so many things 
to different people. A 
mother, it might be impor-
tant for her to see some of 
the different perspectives 
on the issue before she 
makes the choice. For an 
older person it might help 
them understand some of 
the controversy around it 
so that they could make 

decisions to vaccinate 
themselves now or in the 
future.”

A general educational 
outreach is the goal of the 
yearly seminars. This year’s 
topic was chosen precisely 
because of its controversial 
nature and relation to the 
public at large. 

“Educational outreach is 
what we are doing but it’s a 
public safety concern and 
controversy that has arisen 
around vaccines, that’s why 
we felt it was important.”

Registration for the event 
ended on January 2, but 
some last-minute spots 
may still be available for 
people who call the com-
pany directly, Fisher said, 
adding that they expect a 

full house, as in previous 
years. 

Both speakers will be 
presenting their prepared 
speeches and taking ques-
tions from 10 a.m. until 
about 3 p.m. on the day. 

“As a company we feel 

that looking at the big pic-
ture of farming systems 
is critically important so 
we bring people in just 
to teach people about 
everything we can to fill 
that thirst for knowledge,” 
Fisher said.

VACCINES: Annual seminars are designed to foster a discussion of the issue from all perspectives
FROM | 14

Bask, Glauser and Fisher  are bringing in two experts to present their respective speeches on the subject of vaccinations and homeopathic 
alternatives.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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tail stories per capita in 
Canada. People have com-
plained for years about 
the discrepancy in alco-
hol availability between 
provinces, not to mention 
countries. 

But to no avail. The 
LCBO’s stranglehold on 
Ontario’s $9.5-billion alco-
hol market got in the way 
of mom-and-pop corner 
stores opening their own 
liquor counters, which 
would most likely fatten 
their profits and help com-
pensate for what they’ve 
lost in cigarette sales. Pres-

sure has been mounting for 
Ontario to let convenience 
stores in on the action; 
maybe LCBO Express 
outlets are the first move 
towards a more liberal ap-
proach to sales.

Not everyone will sing 
the government’s praises 
on this measure, though. 

Conservative Ontario has 
long balked at easier access 
to alcohol. Some see it as 
increasing the chance of 
drunk driving, and suggest 
the LCBO’s eye-opening 
6.3-million challenges to 
customers in 2011-12 who 
appeared too young or too 

drunk to buy booze will be 
less stringent in Express 
outlets.  

Still others, such as 
national alcohol strategy 
supporters, will say we’re 
already drinking enough, 
particularly post-New 
Years as people dry out 
from the holidays.

But responsible drinkers 
should be pleased with the 
change – and in particular, 
the second part of the New 
Year’s Eve news release, 
which announced the im-
minent arrival of what will 
be called VQA Destination 
Boutiques. The nomencla-

ture is a little awkward, but 
the idea is sound – that is, 
to offer LCBO customers an 
expanded selection of On-
tario VQA wines, including 
hard-to-find wines from 
smaller producers.

This measure is long 
overdue. Despite pressure, 
the LCBO has claimed it 
couldn’t get enough prod-
uct from small producers 
to make such a venture 
worthwhile. But the in-
dustry persisted, as did 
members of the public who 
found the LCBO’s poor-us 
image hard to swallow. If 
anyone has an obligation 

to support small producers 
in its own province – and 
the money to do it – it’s the 
LCBO.

So why the change now? 
In the news release, 

Minister Duncan was suc-
cinct: Besides asking for 
more convenience, “Ontar-
ians also have a growing 
interest in local wines,” 
he says. He added that the 
boutiques “will make it 
easier for customers to dis-
cover and learn about VQA 
wines, while helping sup-
port Ontario wineries.”

There’s no question the 
province expects these 

measures to increase sales. 
VQA wines, along with 
craft-brewed beer, boosted 
provincial coffers appre-
ciably last year. In the New 
Year’s Eve news release, it 
notes “additional revenues 
will help contribute to 
eliminating the deficit and 
protect key priorities, such 
as health care and educa-
tion.”

So, with moderation in 
mind, let’s raise a glass to a 
more liberated LCBO, and 
hope for the best – more 
selection, more access and 
more responsible drinking 
education. 

ROBERTS: Better access to markets will be good for small producers and customers alike
FROM | 14

Web-based Partial 
French Immersion 
Registration

Oui!

All parents/guardians of Senior Kindergarten 

 
 

Glen Jantzi, CFP 
Investment Specialist

When you’ll be able to retire…
Making a budget and sticking to it…
Being faithful with your giving…
Reducing your debt…
Investing in a TFSA or an RRSP…
Aligning your investments with your values…

local | secure | trusted
Your investment specialist

Your conversation begins at MSCU, 
where faith and finances meet.

A Mennonite financial cooperative 
serving communities of faith 
across Ontariowww.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529

Let’s talk about...
Rate Special

15 month term special 
also available

.25%* 252 month term
*Rate subject to change
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CLASSIFIED

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

A PLACE TO 

SELL YOUR 

DUPLICATE 

GIFTS 

THAT YOU 

RECEIVE 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS

CONTINUED ON PG 21

HELP WANTED

BARTENDER/LANE ATTEN-
DANT. MUST be Smart Serve 
certified, or obtain upon 
hiring. Please contact Jen at 
Elmira Bowl. 519-669-2833.

PETS

PUREBRED GERMAN 
SHEPHERD puppies for 
sale, ready Jan. 30. No 
papers. $500. Please call  
519-729-8711.

AUCTION

TENDER NOTICE TENDER NOTICE

AUCTION HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

TENDERS
SEALED TENDERS clearly marked 
“Directional Boring Contract  A09-D56 
Tender for Reconstruction of Existing 
Underground Electrical Distribution and 
Electrical Street Lighting Systems for the 
2013/2014 Construction Season” will 
be accepted until 1:00 p.m. local time, 
Wednesday, January 30, 2013, for the 
completion of underground reconstruction 
work in the Waterloo North Hydro service 
area.  Contract documents will be available 
following the pre-tender meeting held on 
Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 2:00 p.m., 
at the Engineering Department of Waterloo 
North Hydro, 526 Country Squire Road, 
Waterloo.

For information call Gerard Roche 519-888-
5553.  The lowest or any tender will not 
necessarily be accepted.

TENDERS
SEALED TENDERS clearly marked 
“Subdivision Contract A09-U60 -Tender for 
Construction of New Underground Electrical 
Distribution and Electrical Street Lighting 
Systems for the 2013/2014 Construction 
Season” will be accepted until 1:00 P.M. 
local time, Thursday, January 31, 2013,  for 
the completion of underground subdivision 
work in the Waterloo North Hydro Inc. 
service area.  Contract documents will be 
available following the pre-tender meeting 
held on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 
10:00 A.M., at the Engineering Department 
of Waterloo North Hydro, 526 Country 
Squire Road, Waterloo.

For information call Gerard Roche 519-888-
5553.  The lowest or any tender will not 
necessarily be accepted.

PROPERTY AUCTION
 

To be held at 174 Church St. west in Elmira for Abram
and Anna Wall on: 

 SATURDAY JANUARY 12 AT 10:00 AM

  CONSISTING OF  a spacious updated 3 bedroom bungalow with 
vinyl and aluminum siding with main floor including a large country 
kitchen with new cupboards; counter top; newer fridge and gas 
stove; living room with large window; front entranceway; 4 pc 
bath with newer vanity and tub; back entranceway with laundry 
room and 2 pc bath. New laminate flooring throughout main floor. 
Basement includes furnace and utility room; cold cellar; pantry; 
and a finished rec room or 4th bedroom. House has a 2 year old 
natural gas furnace and gas water heater; water softener; and 
brand new roof.  Detached single car garage or workshop area; 
garden shed. Property enjoys mature trees; deep backyard and 
nice landscaping. 
 NOTE: A well kept property on the outskirts of town with country 
living but walking distance to downtown. Many updates including 
roof; furnace; flooring and windows. Open house Saturday Sat. Jan 
5 from 10am to 12 noon or by appointment. 
  TERMS:   PROPERTY will be sold at 10:00 AM subject to a 
reasonable reserve bid with $20,000.00 down payment due at time 
of auction and the balance in 60 days.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. Wellesley

519-656-3555
www.JantziAuctions.com

Police, Municipal, Repo, Fleets & Others

Sat.   Jan. 12th    9:30am

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday Jan. 11th, 2013, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: $500.00 Deposit on Each Vehicle or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!

No Buyer’s Premium!

AUCTION

www.mrjutzi.ca - Website is updated daily as vehicles arrive!

Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

6 - 09/10 Crown Victoria’s
2008 Grand Prix 4dr
2007 Crown Victoria
2007 Grand Caravan s&g
2006 Montana Wgn
2006 Civix LX
2004 Impala LS
2003 Seville SLS
2001 Mustang GT Conv
2000 Accord EX-L

4 - 90/91 MCI (40 Pass) Diesel Motor Coaches

2007 Dakota Club 4x4
2006 Explorer XLT
2003 Expedition 4x4 E/B
2002 Suburban LT wgn
2002 Ford F150 XL Pickup
2001 Explorer XLT 4x4
2001 Durango SLT 4x4
2000 Caravan SE Wgn
1999 Ford F350 XL Crew
1995 GMC C6500 Diesel Stake

EFS-plastics Inc. is offering an exciting opportunity for a Mechanical Engineer. Our 
fast growing business is located in Listowel, ON. As a market leader in 
post-consumer plastic recycling, we are continuously developing new processing 
systems. As a motivated Engineer you will be a member of our engineering team 
and designing equipment and process applications for our fully automated produc-
tion lines. You will also be coordinating small projects and supporting the Manage-
ment with your expertise.

Requirements:
- Mechanical Engineering degree
- 5 years experience in mechanical design

Qualified candidates are encouraged to send their resume to jobs@efs-plastics.ca
 

Mechanical
Engineer

- Solid Works, MS-Office applications
- Motivated, and working under
   minimal supervision
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519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
(519)669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S CARSTAR
COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

Quality Collision Service

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira 
519.669.5313

Mon.-Tues. 3pm-6pm | Wed.-Fri. Noon-6pm
Saturday 9-5 | Sunday Noon-3pm

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

CUSTOM TARPS,
COVERS & REPAIRS

MAR-TARP

GRAIN/ FORAGE BOX • TRUCK • TRAILER • BOAT 
AWNINGS •  STORAGE COVERS AND MORE!

(519) 698-2754
ivan@aaronmartin.com

4445 Posey Line Wallenstein ON.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

Taking Salt to Peoples’ Basements 
Since 1988

519-747-2708

Softener
Salt &

Pool Salt

Waterloo
www.riepersalt.com

> Superior Salt Products
> Fast, Friendly Service
> Convenient Delivery Times
> Discounts for Seniors

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

FREE BAGIntroductoryOffer

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

CUSTOM MACHINING
CNC LATHES • CNC MILLS
CNC BRAKE • PLASMA &

LASER CUTTING

We do small jobs
with fast turnaround

Martin Machining
Linwood, Ontario

(519) 698-2283

WE’RE AT YOUR
SERVICE.

We specialize in getting the 
word out. Advertise your 
business services here. 
Get weekly exposure with 
fantastic results. Call us at 
519.669.5790.
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Custom 
Window 

Coverings

Shutters • Draperies  
Wood Blinds

Honeycomb Shades
Roller Shades

Woven Wood and 
More!Each Franchise Independently Owned and Operated

(519)746-3498
www.budgetblinds.ca

Expert-Fit Measuring and
Installation Included.

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, 
today 519.669.9081 mobile: 519.505.0985
fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- Trail Maintenance and Development 
- Wooded Lot Thinning  
- Pasture Reclaimation 
- Orchard Maintenance
- Industrial Lots 
- Real Estate Lots

OFFERING A QUICK AND 
EASY WAY TO RECLAIM 

UNUSED LAND
Got long grass? Our tracked skid steer 

equipped with a forestry brush mower can 
handle ANY long grass!

All other 
tracked skid 

steer services 
are available

• Lawn Mowing Packages 
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding  
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

•  Snow Plowing & Ice Control
•  Tractor Snowblowing

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

IMPROVEMENT IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT

(1800 Gallon Residential)

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops • Decks & 
Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks • 

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Lawrence Metzger (226) 789-7301
Wallenstein, ON

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

CFB
BACKHOE SERVICES

No job too small. Mini
Excavator
Available

• Specializing in farm drainage repair/installation
• Footing / cellar / eavestrough / drains
• Stump removal

6656 Sideroad 19 | RR#2 Wallenstein  ON  N0B 2S0
Call Clare at 519-669-1752

FOR
RENT

•Tamper (Jumping Jack)
•Power Drain Cleaner (Electric Snake)

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600



20 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2013

FIND YOUR NEW HOME HERE

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

$219,900$219,900

Floradale - 1866 sq.ft. home in Floradale with 
a large lot backing onto green belt. This 
century home is one of Floradale's originals. 
This home is priced right for a young family 
and has great potential . Close to Floradale 
School and the park. 20 min to K-W. MLS 
1241726. Call Alli or Bill direct.

SPACIOUS TWO STOREY

$354,900$354,900

Elmira - Century home boasting original woodwork 
and hardwood throughout, 9ft ceilings, and pocket 
doors. spacious main bath and bedrooms with 
bonus room off master. Fully finished attic with 
skylights and gas fireplace. Within walking distance 
to all amenities. Detached workshop. MLS 1241191 
Call Alli or Paul direct.

CHARMING AND UNIQUE!

 

Elmira - Attractive upgrades and finishing touches 
through-out this 4 bedroom home. Convenience at its 
best with main floor laundry/mudroom, walk-in pantry 
and completely finished basement with gas fireplace. 9ft 
ceilings thoughout main floor. Bright eat-in kitchen with 
granite counter tops, cupboards to the ceiling and island. 
Large living room with wood floors, gas fireplace and 
French door walk-out to yard. MLS 1241535. Call Alli or 
Paul direct

 VERDONE MODEL HOME! 
$495,900$495,900

$359,900$359,900

Elmira - Backing onto farmland! Open welcoming 
front entrance to this, like new, open concept 
home. The main floor is bright and airy featuring: 
large breakfast bar, powder room, main floor 
laundry and is carpet free. The second floor is 
carpet free, master bedroom complete with walk 
in closet and spa like ensuite. Appliances are 
included. MLS 1241487. Call Alli or Paul direct.

PRIME LOCATION! 

Our Team will meet your Needs and fulfill your Dreams
 

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$297,900$297,900

Elmira - W/3bdrms, 2baths, living room & family 
room.  Hardwood floor in living room w/vaulted ceiling 
& gas fireplace. Large master bedroom. Huge recently 
renovated main bathroom w/separate shower & 
whirlpool bath.  Upper floor laundry.  Great yard for 
entertaining w/deck, shed & natural gas fire pit in 
fenced yard.  Unfinished basement approx. w/9ft 
ceiling  waiting  for your finishing touches. MLS 
1311089 Call Alli or Paul direct.

FABULOUS HOME! 

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

$500.00
DONATION

will be made with every 
home bought or sold by 

Paul, Alli or Bill in
Woolwich.

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426
OUTSTANDING AGENTS.  
OUTSTANDING RESULTS.

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

COMMERCIAL/ 
RESIDENTIAL! 

For Sale or Lease. Retail space in down 
town Elmira offers great exposure for 
displaying goods. Recent renovations 
and upgrades on main floor and 
finished basement. Residential 2 
bedroom apartment on second floor. 
MLS. $319,900 Call Bert to view. 

ELMIRA BACKSPLIT! 
Great family home on quiet street 
features large kitchen with loads of 
cabinets, family room with gas 
fireplace, living room with new 
hardwood, dining room w/walkout to 
deck, patio and in-ground pool. Three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, double 
garage and concrete double driveway. 
MLS.  369,900. Call Bert to view.

NEW LISTING!

Bonnie Brubacher Jason Shantz
BrokerBroker of Record

*Shanna Rozema

When you list your home with Shanna Rozema, receive a Staging Package to showcase your home!! Call for details.
Broker

Elmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

When you buy or sell your home with us, 
part of  our commission supports women’s 
shelters & violence prevention programs.

PICTURESQUE PROPERTY

$419,000. 
.5 acre lot.  Cozy Bungalow in the 
Village of Conestogo.  One owner 
home that has seen numerous 
updates.  Welcoming living space; 
fantastic walkout suite with 
kitchenette; 3rd level bedroom or loft; 
enclosed 3 season sunroom yet warm 
enough for all seasons.  MLS

BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY 
HOME

COMMERCIAL 
PROPERTY FOR LEASE

$899,000 Elmira.
Situated on 2.94 acres this home 
features a large kitchen with island 
and large pantry;  spacious master 
bedroom plus 3 additional bedrooms; 3 
bay workshop 45’ x 44’ ideal for the 
hobbyist or hobby farmer.  MLS

ELMIRA CHARMER

$359,900.
Fantastic private lot (60 x 132 x91x169 feet).   
Lots of original woodwork, including pocket 
doors, pine flooring.  Updates include 
cherry kitchen, and spacious luxury bath.  
Finished walk-up attic offers 3 additional 
bedrooms.  Detached workshop/den 
insulated, heated ,hydro and phone. 
Interlock patio and hot tub.  MLS

ARCHITECTURAL FLAIR

$649,900 Elmira.     
One of a kind uniquely designed 
custom home that offers a grand foyer 
with an open natural oak staircase.  
Sunken living room and 3 way gas 
fireplace.  Country back yard and 
steps to the Golf Course.  MLS

21000+ sq ft.
2.06 ac property in the industrial part of 
Elmira.  Ideal location close to 
highway.  Newer building with offices, 
warehouse and loading docks.  Call for 
further details.  MLS
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

CLASSIFIEDS CONTINUED

COMMUNITY INFORMATION | WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

WITH 
A REAL 

INVESTMNET 
YOU WILL 

SEE A REAL 
RETURN

www.thurrealestate.com
LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

R.W. THUR
REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira

BROKERAGE

JULIE 
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,  

MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068  

TRACEY 
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519.505.0627

519-669-2772
Office:

$249,900 IMPRESSIVE Large family room 
addition with cathedral ceiling & lots 
of windows. Oversized dining area 
w/hdwd. floor.  Main flr. laundry, 
bathrm. and master bdrm. Huge rec. 
rm. w/high ceiling. Gas heatstove. 
Newer doors, windows, furnace & 
deck.  Short walk to downtown. Long 
driveway. MLS 

SOUTH PARKWOOD - This custom 
built home backs to farmland and offers  
4+ bdrms. &  3 baths. Hardwood & 
ceramics throughout. Lots of 
kitch.cupboards– open to dining area & 
fam. room. High ceilings & oversized 
windows. Gas fireplace. Large 
mudroom. Finished bsmt. with lots of 
living space & separate entry (inlaw 

NEW PRICE!

$679,900

LINWOOD - Expect to be impressed 
with this custom built home on 12 acres 
overlooking the countryside & pond. 
Loaded w/extras. Gourmet kitchen. 
Open concept makes it great for 
entertaining! Private master suite 
w/fireplace. Huge fin. walkout bsmt. 
w/separate entrance. TRIPLE garage. 
Prof. landscaped MLS Reduced

$889,000

You are invited to...

THE 2013 TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH

NEW YEAR’S LEVEE

Sunday January 6th, 2013 2pm-4pm 
Woolwich Memorial Centre

Join Mayor Cowan and Woolwich Council for free food and a 
complimentary skate and swim at the WMC

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the 
draft 2013 budgets as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as 
amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and
• Tax-supported capital budget;

at three special budget meetings on January, 10th, January 17th, and January 24, 
2012, each commencing at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal Office, 
24 Church Street West, Elmira.

Richard Petherick, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY

Happy 90th Birthday

George Ritter of St. Jacobs. George was 
born  January 9  1923.

Love from your Family
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

LIKE US.
FACEBOOK, A 
GREAT PLACE TO 
MAKE FRIENDS. 
FIND US. LIKE US. 
FRIEND THE 
OBSERVER AND 
STAY INFORMED.

OBITUARY

Beggs, R. Grant

 Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, 
January 2, 2013 at KW Health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital. Grant was born in 
Linwood on December 6, 1923 and was 
the beloved husband of the late Shirley 
(Fleet) Beggs (January 12, 2011) for almost 
65 years. Father of Sharon and Don Ut-
ter of Elmira. Dearest grandpa of Michelle 
and Dale Giberson of Waterloo and great-
grandpa of Ryan Giberson. Brother of 
Jack and Mary Beggs of Mildmay, Bill and 
Penny Beggs of Clifford, Ferne Mewhiney, 
Mary Foell, Jean Quantz, Betty Rhindress, 
all of Kitchener. Grant will be missed by 
Jack and Donna Mae Fleet and their fam-
ily. Lovingly remembered by his nieces, 
nephews and their families. Predeceased 
by his parents James Wray and Earla (Sli-
mon) Beggs, brothers Jim, Ross, Wayne 
and Ralph, and sisters Hazel, Beatrice, 
Ruby May and Sandra. At Grant’s request 
cremation has taken place. There will be 
no funeral home visitation or funeral ser-
vice. A private family graveside service 
will be held at a later date. In his memory, 
donations to Grand River Hospital Founda-
tion would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy. Arrangements entrusted 
to the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

100% LOCAL

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE 
of Furniture, Pequegnat 
& other clocks, oil lamps, 
glass, china, and other 
interesting items, to be held 
at The K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd., 2 miles south 
of Wellesley or 2 miles north 
of Philipsburg, For Mary and 
the Late Jim Seeds, on Sat-
urday, January 5th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

TOY AUCTION OF Farm, 
industrial, trucks, cars, 
tractor trailers, literature 
& other interesting items, 
to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2 miles south 
of Wellesley or 2 miles 
north of Philipsburg, for 
Jim Brant, Owen Sound 
and additions, on Satur-
day, January 12th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

WED. JAN 16 at 10:00 AM 
- clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Community 
centre in St. Jacob’s for an 
area estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd, 519-656-
3555. www.jantziauctions.
com

AUTOMOTIVE

2005 CHEV COBALT. 125,250 
kms, excellent condition. 
E-tested and certified. $4900 
o.b.o. Call 519-669-1168.

AUCTIONS

SAT. JAN 12 at 10:00 AM -Prop-
erty auction of a 3 bedroom 
brick bungalow with many 
updates and large deep back-
yard situated on the outskirts 
of Elmira to be held at 174 
Church Street west in Elmira 
for Abram and Anna Wall. 
Jantzi Auctions, 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

CHILD CARE

CONESTOGO NURSERY 
SCHOOL has openings! We 
offer a quality Before and 
After school program, drop 
off and pick up at Cones-
togo Public School, all ages 
welcome. We also offer a 
Music and Arts preschool 
program for 2-5 year olds 
and includes private piano 
lessons and creative learn-
ing activities. Please call 
226-750-6265.

LOST & FOUND

LOST - ICOM F.M. hand held 
radio. Lost by Sip N’ Bite, 
Elmira. Reward. Call Murray 
519-885-2846.

SELL YOUR STUFF HERE!

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

WITH REAL INVESTMENT YOU 
WILL SEE A REAL RETURN. MAKE 
THIS SPACE YOUR NEW HOME. 
ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY.

FOR RENT.
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NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC 
MEETING

Tuesday January 29, 2013 7:00 p.m.
Township Council Chambers 24 Church Street West, Elmira

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the Township of Woolwich 
has received a complete application for the proposed Zoning By-law Amendment as detailed below.  Please be 
advised that Notice of a Complete Application does not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, or in 
opposition to the proposal.  That determination will be made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning Act, to consider the 
following Zone Change application.  No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional 
information to the public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

Zone Change Application 1/2013 – 650207 Ontario Ltd.

The Township has received a Zone Change application from Nelson Wideman (Jay West/St. Jacobs Produce) 
on behalf of 650207 Ontario Limited for a 7.9 hectare property located at 
51-55 Hawkesville Road, St. Jacobs as shown on Map 1.  The property is 
designated Rural Land Use and Restricted Land Use Area in the Township’s 
Official Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions, 
by Temporary Use By-law, permitting a local wholesale direct buy farm 
produce operation.

The purpose of the application is to extend the site specific Temporary 
Use By-law for an additional three year period to allow the farm produce 
operation to continue.  The farm produce operation permits sales to 
wholesale buyers by direct marketing of locally grown produce and flowers.  
The farm produce operation is located within an existing 1200 square metre (12,917 square foot) warehouse 
building.  The applicant is considering to expand the warehouse with the construction of a roof over the existing 
loading area.  The property contains a single family dwelling, warehouse building, barn and machine shed.

Please Note:  APPEALS:
Zoning Amendments
If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of a decision of the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
in respect of the proposed zoning by-laws does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the proposed zoning by-law amendments are 
passed:

a) the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Ontario 
Municipal Board; and

b) the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario 
Municipal Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public 
body as a party.

NOTIFICATION:  If you wish to be notified of additional Township public meetings, Township staff reports 
or the decision of the Township of Woolwich regarding these applications you must make a written request to 
Engineering and Planning Services at the Township of Woolwich at the address shown at the top of this page.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the proposed change in writing 
to the Township of Woolwich.  Any comments received on or before January 22, 2013 (Note that this date is before 
the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at 
the Public Meeting.  Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on 
the applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of the Planning 
Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public.  Questions about this collection 
should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-6005 or 519-664-2613 ext. 
6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background material relating to this 
application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at www.woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department

Box 158, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z6
Telephone: 519-669-1647 / 519-664-2613

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 5th day of January, 2013

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

On January 21, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following applications.  
All persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson regarding 
meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – News and Events – Current Public Notices.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted to 
the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on  January 15, 2013.  Submissions can be 
forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.
ca or by fax 519-669-4669.

Minor Variance Application A10/2012 –Pendant Custom Homes Ltd., Maryhill Rd., Maryhill 

This application was deferred at the August 27, 2012 meeting.  The applicant is requesting 
permission to recognize the following for the purpose of developing the property with a single 
family detached dwelling:
• the existing lot frontage of approximately 2.5 metres whereas 18 metres is required;
• the existing lot width of approximately 6 metres whereas 30 metres is required; and
• a reduced driveway ingress/egress width of approximately 2.5 metres whereas 3 metres is 
required.
The 5.5 hectare property is zoned Settlement Residential (R-1) and Agricultural (A) and is 
currently vacant.

Minor Variance Application A1/2013 – Delcour-Martin Ltd.,: 865 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale 

The applicant is requesting permission to reduce the required number of parking spaces for the 
commercial printing operation from 79 to 73 in order to facilitate a 1,203 square metre warehouse 
addition.  The property is zoned Settlement Commercial (C-3) with site specific provisions and 
contains a commercial printing operation and single family detached dwelling.

Minor Variance A2/2013 and Consent Applcations B1/2013 TO B4/2013 – King & 
Albert Development Limited, 1420 King Street North, St. Jacobs 

The applicant is proposing to develop the property with a new three storey commercial / residential 
building and to relocate the existing horse/buggy shed.  The front portion of the property towards King 
Street North is zoned Core Commercial – Urban (C-1), while the rear portion is zoned General Industrial 
– Urban (M-2).  In order to facilitate this development the applicant requires the following variance 
and consent applications:
• Application A2/2013 – increase the maximum building height on the portion of the property that 
is zoned C-1 from 10.5 metres to approximately 12.8 metres for a new three storey commercial / 
residential building;
- reduce the minimum rear yard setback on the rear portion of the property zoned M-2 from 7.5 metres 
to 0 metres to facilitate the relocation of the horse/buggy shed; and
- allow parking within the M-2 zoned portion of the property to be accessory to the proposed commercial 
/ residential use to be developed within the C-1 zoned area on the property.
• Application B1/2013 – relocate an existing right-of-way measuring approximately 3.7 by 42 metres 
in order to provide access to the adjacent property to the north, 1440 King Street North.  The existing 
right-of-way is the proposed new horse/buggy shed;
• Application B2/2013 – sever an irregular shaped parcel of land being approximately 71 square 
metres and convey it as a lot addition to 1440 King Street North;
• Application B3/2013 – grant a +/- 74.5 metre long service easement adjacent to the north property 
line on 1440 King Street North in favour of 1420 King Street North in order to maintain the parking area 
and north face of the proposed commercial / residential building; and
• Application B4/2013 – relinquish a portion of an existing servicing easement at the northwest 
corner of the site, in favour of 1440 King Street North, by reducing the width of the easement from 
11.73 metres to approximately 4 metres, in order to permit the construction of the new commercial / 
residential building.

Consent Applications B6/2013 and B7/2013 Jason and Ada Showalter, Reid Woods Dr. and 

Arthur St. N. 
The applicant is proposing two consent applications to sever a piece of land and retain an easement 
over a portion of the severed lands as follows:
• Application B6/2013 - to sever an irregular 508 square metre L-shaped vacant parcel from the 
retained land on Reid Woods Drive and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent vacant parcel to 
the north on Arthur Street North.  The proposed retained lands are approximately 16 hectares in area 
and have frontage on Reid Woods Drive.  Both the proposed severed and retained lands are zoned 
Agricultural.
• Application B7/2013 – to grant an easement measuring approximately 4.5 by 45 metres, for the 
existing access, over a portion of the L-shaped parcel in favour of the 16 hectare parcel to the rear.

Consent Application B8/2013 - K&G Martin Holdings Inc., Arthur St. N. 
The applicant is proposing to sever an irregular shaped vacant parcel of land being approximately 552 
square metres and convey it as a lot addition to the adjacent property owned 1243891 Ontario Limited 
and operating as Krums Inc.  Both the proposed severed and retained lands are zoned Agricultural with 
site specific provisions.  The retained lands contain a truck terminal, livestock barn and associated 
offices.

Sign Variance Application SV 1/2013– Memorial Gardens Limited, 2723 Victoria St. North

The applicant is requesting permission to increase the maximum sign height from 2.0 metres 
to approximately 3.0 metres to recognize the existing ground sign located ahead of the building 
line setback.  The property is zoned Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions and contains a 
cemetery and reception centre.
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FRIENDS, FAMILY & 
LOVED ONES

REMEMBER 

THE GOOD 

TIMES HERE

FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY DEATH NOTICES

DEATH NOTICESOBITUARY

BORGHESE, TIMOTHY MICHAEL |  
Passed away at his residence 
in Toronto on Friday, Decem-
ber 28, 2012 at the age of 42 
years. Tim Borghese, formerly 
of Elmira. 

CHAMBERS, OPAL (NEE LAVERY)| 
Passed away peacefully at 
Chateau Gardens, Elmira on 
December 22, 2012, in her 
92nd year. 

GOETZ, WILLIAM PAUL |  Sep-
tember 22, 1919 - December 
22, 2012 Passed peacefully into 
the loving arms of his savior 
with his devoted wife of 65 
years Wilma, and his family 
by his side. Local relatives are 
his daughter Bev Baechler 
and her husband Doug of 
Heidelberg. 

LORBETSKI, EDNA MARIE 
(SCHMIDT) NEE MCDERMOTT 
| With heavy hearts we 
announce the passing of our 
mom, at Heritage House in 
St. Jacobs on Wednesday, 
December 26, 2012, at the age 
of 88. 

MARTIN, HANNAH | Passed 
away peacefully at Freeport 
Health Centre of Grand River 
Hospital on Monday, Decem-
ber 31, 2012 at the age of 90 
years. 

SUCH, EDWIN GEORGE | Passed 
away peacefully in his sleep, 
Friday, December 28, 2012 
at Leisureworld / Elmira. Ed 
was born March 29, 1918 in 
Kitchener, ON. 

WINTERBON, SALLY I. |  Passed 
away at the Grand River Hos-
pital, Kitchener on Saturday, 
December 29, 2012 at the age 
of 75 years. Sally Winterbon 
of Elmira. 

Happy 85th Birthday

Nelson Horst
Best wishes from your family.

Wilbur, Ronald G. 
June 22, 1924 - Dec 26, 2012

 WWII Veteran Royal Ca-
nadian Navy 1943 to 1946
Instrumental in the building of St. 
Joseph’s Separate School in Au-
rora, Ontario and served as Trust-
ee and Chairman for many years.
 Died peacefully on December 26th 
in the care of the Cardiology De-
partment of Southlake Regional 
Health Centre, in Newmarket, On-
tario, with his devoted daughter 
and best buddy Jackie by his side.
 Beloved husband of the late Madeline 
(nee Lacroix) predeceased January 2008. Son of predeceased 
parents George Patrick and Cecilia Wilbur, of Toronto, Ontario.
 Ron was a loving and extremely proud father of six children, 
Michael (Sue MacArthur), Susan (Grant Hayes), Patricia, Rob-
ert (Linda Crossland), Marilyn (Tim Weiler) and Jacqueline.  
Ron was also blessed with ten grandchildren, Jeff (Arlene) 
Hayes, Dave (Helen) Hayes, Erin Wilbur, Robin (Chris) Cawkell, 
Christina (Telly) Kontogiannis, Teresa Wilbur, Lisa, Laura 
and Lesley Koenigsberger and predeceased by granddaugh-
ter Lyndsey Koenigsberger.  Elated, Great Grandpa “Double 
G” to Victoria and Thomas Hayes and Peter Kontogiannis.
 Ron was a gentle, wonderful man that touched hearts with 
his genuine kindness and concern for the well being of others. 
He was thankful for all his days and enjoyed his family and a 
good laugh. He will be missed by all in the Wilbur clan, nu-
merous nieces and nephews across the country and beyond. 
 The home care Ron received was exceptional and we ex-
tend a special thank you to Kim, Lynda, Sowa, Stacey, 
Sara, Gail, Esther and wonderful Diane Himes and her 
family. You made him laugh, kept him young and on his 
toes. We are extremely grateful for your care, your pro-
fessionalism and thoughtfulness.  In addition sincere 
thanks to Paul Chianelli and his kind-hearted family who 
helped, in so many ways, over the past couple of years.
As per our Father’s wishes, no service will be 
held at this time, a family celebration of life 
will take place, at a later date, after cremation.  
Interment at Holy Cross Cemetery, Thornhill, Ontario
 Condolences may be sent though Taylor Funeral Home –New-
market Chapel www.taylorfuneralhomenewmarket.com  No 
flowers please.  Donations to the Heart & Stroke Foundation 
on behalf of Ronald G. Wilbur would be greatly appreciated

www.taylorfuneralhomenewmarket.com

BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY OBITUARY

Bessie Anderson
Happy 90th Birthday Mom!

January 4th

Love and Best Wishes from your entire 
family. Always in our hearts.

Gabel, Harold Elwood

 Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s Gen-
eral Hospital, Kitchener on Sunday, Decem-
ber 30, 2012 at the age of 89 years. Harold 
Gabel, of Elmira, was the beloved husband 
of the late Irene Doris (Pike) Gabel (1992). 
Loved father of Merlene Bergman and her 
husband Bob of Lucknow, Jolene Shoe-
maker and her husband Harold of Elmira, 
and father-in-law of Heather Gabel of Lon-
don. Loving grandfather of Roxene Berg-
man, Jessica Slingerland (Dan), Garrett 
Shoemaker and Jaeden Shoemaker. Dear 
brother of Myrtle Nethercott of Listowel. 
He was predeceased by his son Clark Gabel 
(2011), brother Earl Gabel, and parents Wil-
liam and Mary (Hymers) Gabel. He retired 
from Waterloo North Hydro after 36 years 
of service and was a long time member of 
Trinity United Church. Harold was an avid 
woodworker and he enjoyed his years at the 
cottage and in Florida. The family received 
relatives and friends at the Dreisinger Fu-
neral Home, Elmira on Thursday, Janu-
ary 3, 2013 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. A funeral 
service was on Friday, January 4, 2013 at 
11 a.m. at Trinity United Church, Elmira. 
Interment will take place in Fairview Cem-
etery, Listowel. As expressions of sympa-
thy, donations may be made to the London 
Health Sciences Foundation for the Kidney 
Transplant Unit. The Gabel family would 
like to express their heartfelt thanks to Cha-
teau Gardens Assisted Living Centre and 
Leisureworld Caregiving Centre, Elmira for 
the excellent loving care Harold received. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Susannah 
(Mrs. Ervin W.)

 Passed away peacefully into the presence 
of her Lord, surrounded by her family, on 
Sunday, December 30, 2012. Susannah 
(Bauman) Martin, age 91 years, of Elmira, 
was the devoted wife of Ervin W. Martin 
for 71 years. Dear mother of the late Carol 
Rae (1999), Lorna and Sheldon Melitzer of 
Elmira, Doreen and Elias Meekis of Kitch-
ener, Fern and Eli Martin of Elmira, Delmar 
and Helen Shulist-Martin of Elmira, Gerald 
and Sheila Martin of Kitchener, Merle and 
Donna Martin of Waterloo, Cameron and 
Vi Martin of Elmira. Susannah is lovingly 
remembered by her 20 grandchildren, 
43 great-grandchildren and 5 great-great-
grandchildren. Sister of Nancy and Clar-
ence Brubacher of Monetville and sister-in-
law of Pauline Bauman and the late Amsey 
Bauman. Predeceased by her parents Jesse 
and Rebecca (Martin) Bauman, daughter-
in-law Vivian, and great-granddaughter 
Janene Day. The family received their rela-
tives and friends at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira on Thursday, January 3, 
2013 from 2-9 p.m. A family graveside ser-
vice will take place in Elmira Mennonite 
Cemetery. A memorial service to celebrate 
Susannah’s life and faith will be held at 
the Elmira Mennonite Church on Friday, 
January 4, 2013 at 11 a.m. In her memory, 
donations to Regional Cancer Centre or 
Mennonite Central Committee would be 
appreciated as expressions of sympathy. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Reilly, Kipling James (Kip)

Of Elmira, born September 23, 1942, passed away peacefully at Groves Hospital, Fer-
gus on December 31, 2012. Kip was in his 71st year and is survived by his wife Wendy 
and children Kelly Metzger (Craig), Dan Reilly, Kathy Brezynskie (Lance), and Kerry 
Smith (Adam). Predeceased by his parents E. James and Vera Reilly and his father-
in-law Louis Hill. Grandpa Kip will also be missed by his grandchildren Joseph, 
David and Mark Metzger, Brady, Tyler and Brienne Brezynskie, and Reilly Smith. 
Brother of Marilyn Cerminara (Rocky). Kip was an auto parts salesperson for Shel-
ter-Globe Kralinator Filters and Dana Corp. Kip was also an active member of the 
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 469 in Elmira, achieving District C Commander. At 

Kip’s request there will be no funeral service, nor visitation. Cremation has taken place, and a private family 
service will be held at a later date. Donations to the Royal Canadian Legion’s Poppy Fund or the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation (arranged through Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira). A special thank you to Groves Me-
morial Community Hospital for their loving care and compassion, given to Wendy, during his final hours.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

BIRTH NOTICE

DIXON
Ten fingers, ten toes, two eyes and a nose;  

with love and grace our family grows.

Christmas came early for William, 
Luke, Graham and Danielle as they 
welcomed their new baby sister Claire 
Rita on December 5, 2012!  John and 
Christine Dixon are tickled pink to 
announce the arrival of our baby girl.  
Claire weighed 8 lbs 10.5 oz.  She is 
also welcomed by grandparents Mr. 
and Mrs. John Black of Markdale, Dr. 
and Mrs. William Dixon of Toronto, 
and many aunts, uncles and cousins.  
Sincere thanks to Dr. Shannon and 
Dr. Carruthers, and the wonderful 
nursing staff at Grand River Hospital 
in Kitchener for their kind care in 
Claire’s safe arrival.  
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LIVING HERE
RETIREMENT / THE NEXT ADVENTURE

Leaving the badge behind
WILL SLOAN

“I’m actually a little 
sad, y’know?” said Sig Pe-
ters as he packed his boxes 
on his last day of work. At 
age 62, Peters has spent 33 
years with the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service, 
including nearly four as 
sergeant at the Elmira de-
tachment. 

His departure coincides 
with a restructuring of 
rural policing, particularly 
the offices in Elmira and 
New Hamburg, which will 
now be overseen by one 
staff sergeant.

“I’m leaving because my 
job is gone, not because I 
got tired of doing it,” Peters 
continued. “I could stay as 
a shift sergeant, but that 
would mean going back to 
night shifts.”

For much of his adult 
life, the Waterloo Regional 
Police has defined Peters’ 
identity, and he looks back 
at his career with fond-
ness. “There’s a lot of ex-
citement,” said Peters. “If 
there’s anything interest-
ing going on, we’re there! 
It’s not like on television 
where you’ve got all kinds 
of things and everything 
is solved in half an hour. 
Every call is different: you 
can’t use any cookie-cutter 
approach.

“It was a great career, I 
have never regretted going 
into the police.”

Peters took a roundabout 
route to the police force. 
After graduating high 
school, he logged time 
working for his father’s 
printing business before 
spending a year selling real 
estate. While he was suc-
cessful, he saw opportuni-
ties with the police service.

With changes in Waterloo Region’s rural policing, Sgt. Sig Peters decides it’s time to call it a career

“That was 1979, and the 
police department was 
considering a 12-hour 
workday, four days on, four 
days off,” Peters recalled. “I 
remember thinking, ‘Well, 
I’m working 12 hours a day 
now, but I’m not getting the 
four days off!’ That was one 
of the things that led me to 
drop by the police station 
and put an application in.”

Peters spent the first 
eight years of his career as 
a patrol officer in Waterloo, 
and afterwards spent a year 
at the Safety Village (where 
he helped design the pro-
grams). Beginning in 1992, 
he was a patrol sergeant in 
Kitchener before returning 
to Waterloo in 2004 and 
then, finally, Elmira, where 
he served as sergeant from 

2009 to December 31, 2012.
For Peters, Elmira of-

fered a comfortable posi-
tion in the autumn years of 
his police career. 

“For the first 29 years, 
I was a shift worker. So, 
now I’m on day shifts with 
weekends off, I sleep at 
nights – that’s wonderful.

“It’s bittersweet, because 
I don’t do emergency re-

sponse,” Peters added. “But 
I still do police work, peo-
ple do bring their problems 
in here.”

Having only hung up his 
police hat this week, Peters 
is still unsure of his future 
plans. 

“I’m considering pos-
sibly teaching police work 
– I’ve had some opportu-
nities come up,” he said, 
before adding, “I’ve had 
advice from other people 
who have retired who basi-
cally think I should just 
retire for a little while.

In his multi-decade 
career, Peters has worked 
up and down Waterloo Re-
gion. So, how does Elmira 
measure against its neigh-
bours? 

“The attitude out here is 
a lot different,” Peters said. 
“The attitude really seems 
to be to help where we can. 
In a larger environment, 
you just distance yourself 
from people a lot more – 
you’re rushing from one 
problem to another, not 
taking nearly as much time 
with each person.”

It’s a pace of life that’s 
different from the cities, 
where the police work 
is much less friendly at 
times.

When asked what he 
will miss about the job, 
Peters does not hesitate. 
“The people. In the last few 
years we’ve had top-rate of-
ficers and they’ve become 
friends, and the people out 
here have become friends.

“There’s an honesty to 
the people here,” Peters 
continued. “So many peo-
ple dropping in with wal-
lets with money in them. 
Things like that … it re-
stores your faith in people, 
y’know?”

NEW  
LOCATION!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

Congratulations to Leroy’s
Customer, Cheryl Fisher!
Cheryl will enjoy a 7-day Caribbean cruise courtesy of 
CARQUEST batteries. Check out our refreshed website 
for other promotions and contests like this one

- LEROY MARTIN

After 33 years with the Waterloo Regional Police Service, the last four in command of the Elmira detachment, Sgt. Siegfried “Sig” Peters 
hung up his police jacket for the last time on Monday.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

To say that I was ready to 
say goodbye to 2012 was an 
understatement. It was a 
stressful year that included 
seeing my business partner 
and friend of 15 years move 
on due to the stress of our 
successful business, which 
moved to a larger location. 
The worst was watching my 
father lose his long battle 
with cancer. 

Despite the low points 
through the year, I saw 
many acts of kindness 
that were truly inspiring. 
Teachers and friends look-
ing out for my children. 
Friends checking in and 
giving my husband a break. 
Our amazing team in the 
kitchen, baking and cater-
ing through the night to 
keep the orders going on 
time. Kind people helping 
my dad through a horrible 
ordeal. Total strangers 
making meals and cof-
fee for families, lending 
a shoulder and providing 
strength during loss. 

So while my first state-
ment about the year 
dramatic, such is life. On 
reflection, there are plenty 
of acts of kindness that go 
beyond what we see at the 
Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays.

For 2013, life will go on. 
Just as we did with our 
“Hope in the City” fund-
raiser at the River Run Cen-
tre in November, we always 
assist when needed. 

Let’s all
mark 2013 
with kindness
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm & Sun. 9am & 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 

9:15 & 11:00 AM 
Sunday, Jan. 6th, 2013

“God’s
Messengers”

JANUARY 8

MOVIE AFTERNOON FOR ADULTS – 1 p.m. at Elmira 
Branch Library. Tickets are $1 each and every person 
attending must have a ticket. Admission includes 
light refreshments, please no outside snacks. Visit 
rwlibrary.ca for current movie listings. Event takes 
place at the library, 65 Arthur St. S., Elmira. For more 
information 519-669-5477.

STROKE SUPPORT GROUP – The Stroke Support 
Group is a group comprised of stroke survivors, their 
caregivers and peer facilitators. Planned upcoming 
topics include: medications, physical activity, and 
nutrition. 2nd Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m. - 12:00 
noon, Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. For more information, call 
Tiffany at 519-664-3794.

THE CAREGIVER COFFEE HOUR group will meet in the 
Chateau Gardens activity room for peer support and 
discussion around Coping with Change; 10-11:30 a.m. If 
you are supporting a loved one who had Alzheimer’s 
disease or related dementia you may find this group 
beneficial. Call Lorraine at 519-664-3794 for more 
information. Chateau Gardens, 11 Herbert St., Elmira.

ZUMBA GOLD – STARTING Feb. 7 at 4 p.m. at the Seniors 
Centre. $2.50 for members, $5 for non-members per 
class. For more information call 519-669-5044.

JANUARY 9

FOSTER CARE WATERLOO REGION is hosting a Foster 
Parent Information Night at 7 p.m. at The Family 
Centre. This is a terrific opportunity to learn about 

becoming a foster parent. For more information call 
519-576-0540 or view www.fosteringkids.ca. 

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30) Calvary United Church 48 Hawkesville Rd. 
St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noon day meal, fellowship 
and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more 
information.

JANUARY 10

NEW HORIZONS IS A group for zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Rosemary, Chaplain for Grand Valley 
Women’s Institution will discuss women in Federal 
Prison and Bill C10. Get informed, socialize and have 
fun!  Admission is $2 per person. Meetings are 10-11:30 
a.m. At Maryhill Fire Dept. 17 Charles St. E., Maryhill.  
For further information contact Joan Haid at 519-648-
2742 or by email at jehaid@explornet.ca.   

THE WOOLWICH CAREGIVER GROUP will meet at 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside 
Dr., St. Jacobs, 10-11:00 a.m.  for a time of mutual 
care and support while enjoying a cup of tea. If you 
are providing care for a family member who has a 
life-altering illness, you may find the peer support 
beneficial in your care giving role. Contact Lorraine at 
519-664-3794 for more information. 

JANUARY 11

H.U.G. S. PROGRAM – 9:15-11:15 am. Meet with other 
parents to discuss parenting and child health issues. 
Topic: Home Day Care vs. Centre Care.  Elaine Gardner 
from Waterloo Home Child Care office will explain the 
differences in the choices. No registration required. 

Childcare provided. Held at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Call Heidi at 
519-664-3794 ext 237 for more information.

JANUARY 15

COPING WITH ANXIETY AND Depression – A new seven-
week program that will offer you an opportunity to 
learn and better understand what it is that anxiety 
and/or depression gets you to “think and do.” You will 
learn coping strategies that could help you decrease 
the symptoms of anxiety and depression. Starting 
Tuesday January 15, 1:30-3:30 p.m. To be held at 
Community Care Concepts 929 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
For more information call Marinela at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 519-664-3794 ext. 235.

JANUARY 16

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.) at Wellesley Community Centre 1000 Mapleleaf 
St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a noon day light 
lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
at 519-664-1900 or Toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

JANUARY 18

COFFEE TIME AND MORE! 9:30-11:00 a.m. – Come for 
a coffee and join in discussing topics that we all face. 
Share stories and experiences, learn new coping skills. 
Childcare is provided by trained volunteers.  Topic: 
Understanding Emotions. Held at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. For more 
information, call Marinela at 519-664-3794, ext. 235 
(Woolwich Community Health Centre) or Anna at 
519-496-9757.

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Sun. Jan. 6, 2013
11:00am

Acts 2

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship Service

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, January 6th
at Park Manor School

 

THAT CAN’T BE ANSWERED BY  GOOGLE. 
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE. 

THERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS 



26 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2013

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

In the computer age, can search engines be seen as the new prophets?

Q.  When are search 
engines at their most 
prophetic?
A.  When you start typ-
ing the first letters into the 
browser’s search box and it 
races ahead to guess your 
query, that’s probably based 
on what others in your re-
gion have searched for, says 
Swapnajit Mitra in “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine, who 
ran ABC tests on Google and 
Microsoft’s Bing, the two 
most popular engines. 
   “The results can be surpris-
ingly accurate or amusingly 

off base,” depending on the 
search engine used.  “But 
together Google and Bing of-
fer a snapshot of the world’s 
536.6 million English-
language-using Internet 
searchers.”   
    Some interesting Mitra 
findings:  Of the initial let-
ters of the alphabet, 11 were 
the same for both engines, 
including C (Craigslist), F 
(Facebook), G (Google), N 
(Netflix), T (Target) and Y 
(Yahoo).  Also, 21 (81 per 
cent) of Google’s suggestions 
were names of organiza-
tions and products, while 
Bing’s total was 24 (about 
92 per cent). “And it seems 
search engines don’t like 
people very much: Google’s 
list shows only two, known 
mostly for their notoriety.  
Recently Osama bin Laden 

and musical flash-in-the-
pan Rebecca Black shared 
this rare honor (and she 
was soon gone). Bing’s list is 
person-free.”

Q.  You likely use word-
location indexing and 
PageRank every day, but 
do you know what they 
are?
A. They’re algorithms or 
mathematical procedures 
at the heart of web search-
ing, elegant examples of 
computer science, says John 
MacCormick in “9 Algo-
rithms that Changed the 
Future.”   
   Search engines need to 
index billions of web pages 
efficiently, then must rank 
them to identify the few 
best matches.  The index-

ing works much like a book 
index, giving an alphabeti-
cal list of words and the web 
pages where each word 
occurs. But importantly, 
the location of the word on 
each web page is also saved.  
For multi-word queries, 
this word-location indexing 
allows the search engine 
to determine how closely 
grouped the words are on 
a page without having to 
access and rescan the page.  
And if all the query words 
are close together, then that 
page should be ranked high.  
     Perhaps the most beauti-
ful web-search algorithm 
is PageRank, named both 
for its function and for 
Google’s cofounder Larry 
Page.  PageRank keeps track 
of the number of incoming 
links (hyperlinks) for each 

web page, with more links 
signifying greater impor-
tance and authority. And 
if the links coming into a 
page are themselves of high 
authority, this should add to 
the page’s ranking.  
     Says MacCormick: 
“Without the core idea of 
PageRank, most web-search 
queries would drown in a 
sea of thousands of match-
ing but irrelevant web pages.  
PageRank is indeed an 
algorithmic gem that allows 
a needle to rise effortlessly 
to the top of its haystack.”

    Q.  Try to imagine one 
of your most pleasurable 
experiences lasting for 
an entire nychthemeron?  
How sweet  would that be?
     A.  “Nychthemeron,” 
from the Greek “nykt” for 

“night” and “hemera” for 
“day,” means a period of a 
day and a night, or 24 hours, 
says Anu Garg in “The Dord, 
the Diglot, and an Avocado 
or Two.”  
   That’s plenty sweet. And if 
you’ve ever wondered why 
day and night are divided 
into 12 hours, consider 
that there are 12 moons in 
a year, a number conve-
niently divided into halves 
(6 + 6), thirds (4 + 4 + 4) and 
quarters (3 + 3 + 3 + 3).  Also, 
“some cultures counted 
in base 12:  three joints on 
each finger (thumb as the 
counter).”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.
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HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid 
so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

ACROSS

1. Kind of pitch

8. Fungal spore sacs

12. “The Sound of Music” 
backdrop

16. Many a Floridian

17. A cry

18. Filly’s mother

19. Vain and empty 
boasting

21. Beehive, e.g.

22. “Do the Right Thing” 
pizzeria owner

23. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” 
e.g.

24. African antelope

25. Backstabber

26. Reduce inventory

30. Sojourn

33. Grassland

34. “Crazy” singer Patsy

35. Arabic for “commander”

36. Angry outburst

39. Dumfries denial

41. “C’___ la vie!”

42. Bar offering

44. Flock member

46. Gets used (to)

48. Exploit for maximal 
profit

51. Italian brandy

53. Cajole

54. A box or chest

55. Moray, e.g.

56. Parentheses, e.g.

58. Dissolute man

59. Final: Abbr.

60. Flight data, briefly

61. Kill, in a way

62. “Our Time in ___” 
(10,000 Maniacs album)

DOWN

1. Eyes, poetically

2. Actress Miles

3. And others, for short

4. Fix, in a way

5. Wild sheep in central Asia

6. Behind

7. TV, radio, etc.

8. “20/20” network

9. Polished and well-
groomed

10. Card Game

11. Any Time

12. Ethically indifferent

13. Jewelled pendant

14. Facade

15. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.

20. Propel, in a way

26. Drive-in employee

27. Magnet alloy

28. Picturesque

29. Adjusts, as a clock

30. ___ gestae

31. Australian runner

32. Judge incorrectly

37. A pint, maybe

38. Artist Chagall

40. Afflict

43. Babysitter’s handful

45. Cloak-and-dagger org.

47. Action film staple

49. Master’s in arts and 
sciences

50. Chop or split

51. Reverse, e.g.

52. Send along a different 
route

57. Attack someone

60. “The Three Faces of 
___”

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLERSUDOKU

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Serengeti Safari, Africa

Marie & Mike Weiss of St. Clements and Mary & Glen McTavish of Hanover take time during their African Safari to peek at the Observer.
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

What about the smaller 
organizations? I never 
thought of the CCAC, Wel-
lington Hospice or the 
group of nurses on call 
from Bayshore out late at 
night. Why? I never knew 
that they were there or that 
I needed them. So if you 
have a business or have 
time, please reach out to 
these small organizations 
that help in the communi-
ty. Bake, cook or send a do-
nation.  Pass the kindness 
on, you never know when 
you will need them.  

Happy cooking and all 
the best to you in 2013. 

Maple Syrup 
Pecan Streusel 
Bread Pudding
5 large eggs
2 cups 10% cream
1/4 cup sugar
1/3 cup maple syrup
1 tbsp vanilla
1 pkg of cinnamon bread
1 Granny Smith apple, sliced
Topping
1/4 cup chopped pecans
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup  all purpose flour
1/4 cup butter
Combine until crumbled 

Spray spring form pan 

CHEF’S TABLE: Stick-to-your ribs goodness
FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind … to create more thyme!  
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering.  83 A Arthur 
Street, South, Elmira. Like us 
on Facebook and follow us on 
Twitter.  

and line with parchment  
paper. Slice cinnamon buns, 
and layer in the pan;

Whisk eggs and sugar 
together, add the cream and 
maple syrup, whisk until 
combined;

Pour the custard mix over 
the breads, allow to stand 
for half an hour. Top with 
apples and pecan streusel;

Bake in oven at 350 F until 
puffy and golden;

Let stand, serve warm 
with local maple syrup.
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Following your dreams is a top 
priority for 2013
According to a recent study, 2013 will be the 
year that many Canadians keep their New Year’s 
resolutions. Over eight in 10 (83%) are striving 
to learn new things this year, as a sense of fulfil-
ment is top priority for Canadians in 2013.

The findings reveal Canadians are willing to make 
significant personal and professional sacrifices 
this year to make their dreams come true. “It’s clear 
Canadians are starting to define success based on 
their passions and dreams, rather than simply their 
career status,” David Barnes, says. “I think we can 
look forward to many Canadians realizing their 
potential in the New Year.

NEWYOU
IT’S A BRAND NEW YEAR, HOW ABOUT A BRAND NEW 
YOU. THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES CAN HELP YOU  GET 
ON A BRAND NEW TRACK.

Jennifer MetzgerJennifer Metzger RRPr.

Registered Reflexology Practitioner

jenn.metzger@sympatico.ca
519.669.4733

Elmira, ON

www.totalholisticwellness.com

Jennifer MetzgerJennifer Metzger RRPr.

Registered Reflexology Practitioner

jenn.metzger@sympatico.ca
519.669.4733

Elmira, ON

Jennifer MetzgerJennifer Metzger RRPr.

Registered Reflexology Practitioner

jenn.metzger@sympatico.ca
519.669.4733

Elmira, ON

Jennifer MetzgerJennifer Metzger RRPr.

Registered Reflexology Practitioner

jenn.metzger@sympatico.ca
519.669.4733

Elmira, ON metzgerjenn@gmail.com

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS

Electrolysis and 
Laser 

are both methods to 
permanently remove 
your unwanted hair. 
We will examine and 

test the area to be 
treated, and answer 
any questions you 
may have during a 

complimentary 
consultation.

Photo -
Rejuvenation

diminishes 
imperfections that 
make our skin look 
aged and is effective 

in treating acne, 
age/sun spots and 
broken capillaries.

35 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Please call
519-669-0237

to book a consultation.

Bauman Laser & Electrolysis opened in 
1999. Since this time, we continue to be 
passionate about delivering the highest 

quality hair removal and medical aesthetic 
treatments available on the market today. 

Advanced Cosmetic 
Procedures 

is a specialized 
treatment to 

effectively remove 
unsightly skin 
disorders and 

blemishes, including; 
skin tags, warts, milia, 

sebaceous cysts, 
blood spots and 

broken capillaries.

Call to book your appointment today!

• Full Esthetic 
   Services
• Shellac
   Manicures 
   Available
• Eminence
   Organic 
   Skin Care

Offering:

519-500-69282 Finch Place, Elmira, ON | 

20%
OFF

It’s a New Year,
bring out the

Eminence Facials
If you “like” us on facebook, you
can add glitter additives to your
Shellac manicure for FREE!

New You!

120 Oriole Pkwy. • Elmira, ON • 519.669.9122
4-55 Main St. S.• Milverton, ON • 519-595-7205  

www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com

My Friend and I participated in the 

volunteers fitness study at Pinacle in 

Milverton. We both enjoyed it so much 

we decided to challenge ourselves more 

and enter the Biggest Winner contest as 

a team. I had 2 goals going into this: To 

return to my high-school weight before 

the reunion, and to look good at my son’s 

wedding. Working out at Pinacle not only 

gives me more energy but I find it a great 

stress reliever and a mood elevator. I 

appreciate the friendly atmosphere and 

feel comfortable asking for advice. I feel 

strong, healthy and shopping for clothes 

is fun again! As for my goals, I came 

within 3lbs of my high school weight and 

the dress for the wedding fit perfectly!

          Sheryl Frey -Milverton

Find Your Reason

$169  
for 6 week Results 

Guaranteed program  
with full access 
membership!

Including:  
• 5x30min 1 on 1 sessions

• Group exercise
• 24hr access

One life. One story. One reason.

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE
24-B Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-4425 (Located behind

W.C. Brown & Sons)

Registered  Massage 
Therapy 

• 6 THERAPISTS AVAILABLE

• EVENING APPOINTMENTS

• DEEP TISSUE, RELAXATION

 • SPORTS INJURY

Krista Sandelli (McLeod) & 
Associates

Appointments available by phone
Monday to Friday

Therapy 

byStephanie FortebyStephanie Forte



28 | BACK PAGE THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2013

THE OBSERVER PRESENTS THE 2012...

VISIT THE CLASS OF 2012 ONLINE AT WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

Emily Beth
Bauman

January 23, 2012  
PARENTS Dwayne & Marcia (Brubacher) 

Bauman | Big Brother Evan
Grandparents: Beth & Glen Martin, Elmira; Erma Bau-
man, Hawkesville; Jim & Faye Brubacher, Heidelberg

Molly Ann
Bauman

January 30, 2012  
PARENTS

Rod & Lesley
Bauman

ELMIRA

Reverie
Bender

July 17, 2012  
PARENTS

Inge & Justin
Bender

ELMIRA

Parker Tyrell
Brubacher

April 15, 2012  
WELCOMED BY:

Paul & Tanya 
& Alyssa
WELLESLEY

Ryder
Brubacher

November 11, 2012  
MOTHER

Amanda 
Brubacher

ELMIRA

Gavin Charles
Castle

July 31, 2012 | 8lbs, 2oz  
PARENTS

Ryan & Amanda
Grandparents: Bill & Julia Sebben

and Ric and Linda Castle

Ethan Jeffrey 
Clemmer

February 22, 2012  

Love
Mom, Dad & Ellie

Caelem Nelson 
Lightning Cronin

April 9, 2012, Kitchener  
FIRST BORN SON OF

Dave & Juli Cronin
Grandparents: Tim & Karen Cronin, Brian 

and Norma Nerdahl

Jackson
Draper
August 19, 2012  

PARENTS
Ryan & Melissa 

Draper | Big Brother Braun
ELMIRA

Isla
Dunn

September 29, 2012  
PARENTS

Ken & Leah
Dunn
ELMIRA

Jack Edward 
Frede

July 1, 2012 | 8lbs, 15oz  
PARENTS

Julie & Craig
Frede
ELMIRA

Lexi
Gaudet

September 22, 2012  
PARENTS

Geoff & Steph
Big Sister Peyton

ELMIRA

Carter Nash
Gingrich

February 16, 2012  
DELIGHTED PARENTS

Dale & Colleen
Gingrich | Big sister Kenzie

LINWOOD

Maggie
Good
July 20, 2012  

PARENTS
Holly & Adam

Good
FERGUS

McKenzee
Gutz

February 2, 2012  
PARENTS

Justin & Melissa
Gutz
ELMIRA

Sophia
Hahn
April 3, 2012  

PARENTS
Scott & Brit Hahn

ELMIRA
Welcomed with so much love to the 

Hahn/Martin families!

Presley Ella 
McFadden
May 16, 2012 | ST. JACOBS  

PARENTS
Jennifer (Sebben) & Curtis McFadden
Grandparents: Bill & Julia Sebben, Linwood 

& Terry & Jan McFadden, Waterloo

John Douglas 
McKay

November 27, 2012  
PARENTS

Jeff & Krista
McKay
LINWOOD

Logan Bendl
Shantz

January 20, 2012 | 7lbs  
PARENTS

Brad & Kristen Shantz
Little Brother to Sullivan

ELMIRA

Alexander Peter 
Lois SouKup

March 13, 2012  
PARENTS

Angela Both-SouKup & Mike SouKup
Grandparent Sharon & Peter Both

OAKVILLE

Jay James
Trapp
July 31, 2012  

PARENTS
Jeremy Trapp 

& Kelly Johnston
ALMA

Ava
Walter
January 18, 2012  

PARENTS
Brian & Trisha

Walter
ELMIRA

Xaiden Maddox
Weber

April 2, 2012  
PARENTS

Jeremy & Christine 
Weber

ELMIRA

Janna Leighanne 
Bingeman

January 12, 2012  
PARENTS

Andrew & Alissa
Sister Julie, Brother Jeremy

ELMIRA


