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Things are 
adding up for
MaTh whiz

Weedy boulevards not our 
problem, say township officials

Elmira neighbourhood dealing with 
dead sod after road reconstruction 
project is still looking for a remedy

SteVe kannon
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Pick up • Delivery • Commercial • Residential 
www.StoneLandscapes.ca

Kitchener: 68 Webster Rd. (behind ToysRUs) 519.894.9997    Waterloo: 650 Weber St. N. @ Benjamin  519.888.99922 

LOCATIONS

www.elmiragolfclub.com  | 
40 Eldale Road, Elmira

519.669.1652

Celebrating 50 years 1963-201350th Celebration Continues
JUNE 28th - JULY 5th with a special $50(+HST) green fee & cart 

special wtih tee-time booking

TAKE A KID to the course week! Begins July 7th - July 14th
~Daily Specials For Juniors~

Book your tee-times on-line
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Fancy yourself an artist? Think 
you can capture the essence of Wool-
wich with a simple design? You might 
be interested in the township’s logo 
contest. Up for grabs is a $1,000 prize 
for the winning entry.

The contest will be open to Wool-
wich residents, those working in the 
township and all students in Waterloo 
Region.

Something of an attempt at brand-
ing, the idea was approved by coun-
cillors meeting June 18.

The new logo will be an addition, 
not a replacement for the current 
township crest, said Laurel Davies 
Snyder, economic development and 
tourism officer.

The process is expected to cost less 
than $3,000 – including the prize 
money, advertising, project expenses 
and professional support – which is a 
far cry from the upwards of $25,000 
other municipalities have spent de-
veloping logos, she said.

Judging will be done by a volunteer 
panel of graphics industry experts, 
businesspeople and township citi-
zens. The contest is expected to get 
rolling next month, with a closing 
date at the end of August.

A process involving the community 
was seen as the best way to capture 
what the township’s about, while en-
gaging residents in developing a new 
logo, said Davies Snyder.

Noting that other municipalities 

SteVe kannon

Woolwich hopes 
to find new logo 
via public contest

The weeds growing 
rampant are a stark con-
trast to the upper parts of 
the lawn with the neatly 
cropped grass and well-
ordered flowerbeds. But 
after two years of trying 
to salvage the grass on the 
boulevard of his mother-
in-law’s Samuel Street 
home in Elmira, Art Bolduc 
says he’ll no longer bother.

Sifting through the 
weeds, you’ll find the re-
mains of some sod, brown 
and withered, that appears 
never to have taken hold. 
The property, like many of 
the neighbouring lawns, 
was re-sodded in the fall 
of 2010 following the re-
construction of the road, 
underground services and 
sidewalks along Samuel, 
Ann and Herbert streets.

Bolduc said the grass ap-
peared to suffer winterkill 
after the fall planting, con-
tinuing to decline despite 
the application of “TLC 
and fertilizer” over the 
next two summers. He and 

some of the neighbours 
say it’s up to the township 
to remedy the problem on 
what is their property, after 
all.

Woolwich, however, 
takes a different view.

Manager of engineering 
Richard Sigurdson notes 
the work was completed in 
the fall of 2010 but it wasn’t 
until this spring that he be-
gan receiving complaints 
from residents, well past 
any warranty period on the 
work that was done. 

He was the project man-
ager for that job, and per-
sonally inspected the sod 
in the spring of 2011, deem-
ing it fine.

“In 2011, the sod looked 
fantastic,” he said, explain-
ing that the contractor is 
responsible for watering 
and caring for new sod for 
the first 30 days. After that, 
the contractor can be ex-
pected to look after repairs 
for up to a year if there are 
any deficiencies.

“I walked every street 
myself in the spring of The boulevard on Murial Scott's Samuel Street, Elmira home never recovered after new sod was laid down following the 

reconstruction of the street in 2010. Her son-in-law Art Bolduc and other neighbours have had no luck dealing with the 
township over the issue. [elena maystruk / the observer]



2 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2013

Try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and
don’t want to order it for you, order on our website or call
us with Visa or Mastercard. Shipping & Handling $9.95.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.com

Bell uses
the power
of nature

to help put
life back
into your
lifestyle

HEALTH PRODUCTS
THAT REALLY WORK FOR A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE

This is what happened to me personally. After suffering for years I
desperately tried everything, drugs, natural products, physiotherapy,
acupuncture, magnets and nothing was of any real help. Finally I had relief
in 2 weeks by taking shark cartilage that was specially processed to
preserve the natural active ingredients. This is the kind we are now
promoting. I realized then that there are over 50 million men and women
that are battling the same illness and getting treatments that are not
working well, otherwise we would not have this ongoing huge health
problem. In the last 10 years we have helped tens of thousands of men and
women to have less pain or no pain at all. This is a by-product of the

American food industry. No sharks are caught because of their bones/cartilage.  Don’t let activists
confuse you. Nick A. Jerch, President We have real EVIDENCE that it works. On our web site
you find over  100s of testimonials with full names and towns. All 100% true. Skeptics may call
them. Here are some examples:< Doctor suggested knee replacement after all his options
failed with drugs and cortisone shots in knee and lower back. I recommend Bell Shark Cartilage to
those millions suffering needlessly like I did for 40 years with arthritis in my knees. It's a
shame that I was given drugs and injections all these years when a natural medicine could have
spared me the endless torture day and night. Pat Laughlin, Coldwater, ON <My hip is 95% pain
free. Pain killing drugs mask and Bell Shark Cartilage heals. Rebecca Hite, Oroville, CA<I tried
another brand and pain came back. 2 weeks on Bell and pain is gone again. Gert Dupuis,
Hanmer, ON<Cancelled knee replacement. I was in pain and limping. Have no more pain
now. Can square dance for hours. Anton Melnychuk, Porcupine Plain, SK.<For 32 years I cried
barrels of tears. Was in and out of hospitals costing society tens of thousands of dollars.  I have
taken many thousands of  pills that nearly killed me.  Finally 3 bottles of Bell Shark Cartilage costing
less than $100 stopped a lifetime of suffering without side effects. Eleanor Sauson, Shigawake,
QC<Others write: Can walk again for hours…Climb stairs without hanging on to railing…First
time in 15 years can sleep at night…Rheumatoid pain in joints down 90%, same for my sister.

#1

ARTHRITIS
Pain free in 2 weeks!

EroxilTM  helps most men to perform like in their 20’s.
Evidence of a few hundred testimonials on our web site
with full names and towns.  All 100% true: <Eroxil is
the best of all the supplements for men I’ve tried.  Boosts
my sex drive and I’m able to function anytime. Angus
Gutke, 45, Calgary, AB <Regained virility in 3 days.
My libido was restored for good sex.  I’ve given it also to
friends with the same results.  One of them is a diabetic
and overweight. Dr. Louis Rolland, 72, St. Hyacinthe, QC
<Having orgasms off the Richter scale.  It’s like I’m
a teenager again.  The world owes you big time.  Lawrie
Roberts, 47, Toronto, ON <Wonderful to feel like a
man again. It’s wonderful to feel close to my wife again.
God bless you! Charles E. Palen, 77, Burnaby, BC

Happiness for couples is a satisfying sex life.
Great Sex

FOR MEN
GUARANTEED

WRIST PAIN
Bell Carpal Tunnel Syndrome #30 gave quick relief within an hour.  I was hand milking
cows and began having weakness, numbness and pain shooting up my arms.  Pain increased
at night.  My doctor suggested surgery as the only option.  Not true!  The pain and numbness
are all gone after taking #30.  I can do now whatever activity I want.  Marjorie Wilson, 55,
Dubuc, SK < I’m a car mechanic. Holding tools was getting increasingly difficult
because of wrist and tendon pain. After 2 weeks on #30 I’m fully productive again.  Cancelled
scheduled surgery.  William Marrero, 56, Miami, FL < I was wearing wrist braces. A
woman saw it and told me she had relief right away with #30.  I got some same day.  It worked
for me as well.  Thanks a million.  Diane Frank, 49, North Battleford, SK < I’m a nurse
and work with my hands all day. I experienced increasing pain in my hands and fingers.
Surgery was the only option I was told.  My husband found #30 for me.  I have no more pain
or inflammation since. You have a life long customer.  Nina Wallace, 52, Dacula, GA 

<AVAILABLE IN ELMIRA 
Green Valley Health & Herbs 9A Church St E;

As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M. D.
Loose muscles in the throat cause snoring, also interrupted breathing
and gasping for air (sleep apnea), which brings on being tired all day, need for
napping, high blood pressure, strokes, heart attacks, irregular heart beat. Read below
how Bell helps thousands, usually first night, inexpensively, with no side effects.
Greatly improves quality of life and saves marriages.  Survey says 48% snore and
75% are suffering if you include the silent suffering partners. To my surprise, after
taking BellSound Sleep #23 I really didn’t snore or gasp for air anymore. I sleep
through the night and feel rested and refreshed in the morning.  Mark Wilson, 40,
Hudson, NH < Sleep apnea capsules worked first night! For last 15 years I
had sleep apnea and my doctor made me buy a CPAP machine, which I could not
use.  Finally Bell #23 helped the first night and every night thereafter.  Like a miracle.
Unbelievable.  Karen Braun, 67, Glace Bay, NS < For 20 years I was waking up
frequently gasping for air. During the day I would start napping every time I

would sit down, because I was tired.  Since taking Bell #23 sleeping 6 hours is heaven.  It made a substantial
change in my life.  Mary C. Myrick, 62, Jackson, MS <It is such a joy not having to use the CPAP
machine. I have had sleep apnea for 10 years. Using Bell#23, my wife says there is no more snoring or stoppage
of breathing.  It is such a joy to be able to roll to left or right with no hose or mask to
deal with. Thank you Bell for a great relief.  I suggest anyone with these problems to try
it. You will be overjoyed with the results.  Wayne Burse, 63, Beamsville, ON. 

SLEEP
APNEA?

#23

SNORING?

#30

SALES PERSON:Steven Hallett
Same Products
Publication:130622 Woolwich
Observer
Print date: June 22 2013

Donna 
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100% Truthful testimonials with full name and towns.  Real people
wanting to tell everybody about their relief. No money is paid for

testimonials. Many more testimonials on the Bell website.

2011, and it was fine.”
Given that it’s well be-

yond the warranty period, 
the township can’t go back 
to the contractor. And 
Woolwich typically leaves 
maintenance of boulevards 
to the adjacent homeown-
ers, said Sigurdson.

Pointing to the dry con-
ditions over the past two 
summers, he said many 
property owners have had 
problems with their lawns, 
including the boulevards.

“We’ve got through a 
couple of drought years.”

In talking to other mu-
nicipalities in the region 
about grass maintenance, 
he said they all admit “the 
weather has been more 
challenging.”

For Bolduc, the weather 
doesn’t absolve the town-

ship of responsibility for 
the poor state of its prop-
erty. The residents had fine 
lawns prior to the recon-
struction, and now they’ve 
got a weedy mess. That’s 
on Woolwich because the 
sod never took hold.

“We wouldn’t be here if 
the job was done right. In 
my estimation, this falls on 
the township,” he said.

Instead, the township 
expects property owners 
to look after its land. Main-
tenance such as mowing 
is one thing, but having to 
build a lawn from scratch 
is another, he argued.

“It’s totally irresponsible 
on their behalf.”

Yes, the warranty period 
may have expired, but the 
municipality should be 
doing something to make 
things right with residents 
who not only put up with 

the reconstruction project 
and resultant mess, but 
who are now expected to 
deal with the dead grass on 
the boulevards and adja-
cent to sidewalks, he said, 
noting that his mother-in-
law is elderly and living on 
a fixed income.

“They say there’s no 
money in the budget for 
dealing with this. Well, 
welcome to everybody’s 
world – we’re all faced 
with that,” said Bolduc. 
“Right is right, and wrong 
is wrong.”

He’s been most put off 
by what he sees as a lack of 
understanding, not even 
an attempt to be fair to the 
residents, perhaps some-
thing as simple as offering 
up some topsoil and grass 
seeds.

“It’s very frustrating on 
our side.”

froM | covEr

WeedS: Homeowners frustrated with situationrolling out a Pair of neW truckS

Township councillors Julie-Anne Herteis, Todd Cowan, Bonnie Bryant, Allan Poffenroth and Mark Bauman, along with township chief Rick 
Pedersen and deputy chief Dale Martin, were on hand June 19 as the Woolwich Fire Department unveiled two new rescue vans at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre. The vehicles, which will serve stations in Maryhill and St. Jacobs, provide increased fire safety protection.  
[will sloan / the observer]
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EDCL awaiting funding for new 
apartment complex in Elmira

elena MayStruk

By the end of the summer, EDCL executive director Greg Bechard hopes to see construction underway at a new affordable housing project 
on Elmira’s Church Street West.   [elena maystruk / the observer]

Plans for affordable 
housing aimed at those 
with developmental chal-
lenges are awaiting a fund-
ing decision from the Re-
gion of Waterloo, with the 
agency behind the proposal 
looking to build the first of 
four apartment buildings 
on the west side of Elmira.

“Like it was 40 years ago, 
a dream to build affordable 
housing, here we are 40 
years later looking at build-
ing on that property. It is 

our field of dreams to pro-
vide housing for families 
and individuals who need 
support,” Elmira District 
Community Living (EDCL) 
executive director Greg 
Bechard said this week.  

The project, “A Field of 
Dreams,” pays homage 
to the movie of the same 
name and will be built 
on a Church Street West 
property donated by the 
Christian-Weber family 
in 1973. It seemed fitting 
that at last week’s public 
meeting organizers asked 

families, “If we build it, will 
you fund?” 

The project has been 
recommended for regional 
funding, and EDCL hopes 
to hear a reply from council 
at the end of the month. If 
approved, typically the re-
gion will fund about 60 per 
cent of the approximately 
$1.1 million it will take to 
build the first apartment 
building. Public fundrais-
ing events will likely take 
place in the fall. 
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French Immersion 
students at John Ma-
hood Public School proved 
themselves très généreux 
last week, as Shemira Sher-
iff’s Grade 4 class donated 
$255 to two worthy chari-
ties.

It all began when the 
students held a café/poetry 
night, designed to combine 
French language with Pa-
risian culture. As students 
performed their self-com-
posed French-language 
poems, they also sold cof-
fee and pastries to parents 
and other guests, as if at a 
pâtisserie in the Left Bank.

“Our goal was only $100, 
but we did $255 instead. 
So I said, ‘That’s a lot more 
money than I expected, 
so now we have to choose 
the charity that we want 
to donate to,’” said Sheriff. 
While the money was origi-
nally intended to help fund 
a field trip or class pet, 
Sheriff found little resis-
tance to the suggestion of a 
donation. “I was pleasantly 
surprised,” she added.

They’ll be no street 
meat to join the alimen-
tary offerings on Elmira’s 
Industrial Drive this sum-
mer, as Woolwich council 
turned down an applica-
tion for a hot dog cart near 
Bristow Park.

Although slated to be set 
up beside the driveway to 
Eldale Machinery at 3 In-
dustrial Dr., the operation 
proposed by Costa Dogs was 
deemed to be too close to 
the park. Staff also raised 
traffic and parking concerns 
in recommending that 
council deny the request.

A township bylaw pro-
hibits the operation of a 
food vehicle within 30 me-
tres of a park or school, so 
the applicant required an 
exemption to operate at the 
Industrial Drive location.

Liz Costa, a Conestogo 
resident, said she’s been 
looking since last year for a 
spot in Elmira, calling the 
proposed space “an ideal 
location.” Others locales 
she’s looked at have been 
rejected in previous con-
versations with staff, she 
told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

“I don’t see where there 
would be a problem,” she 
said of the Industrial Drive 
location, noting the prop-

Council rejects bid for 
Industrial Dr. hot dog cart

SteVe kannon erty owner would make 
parking spots available in 
the adjacent lot.

But clerk Christine 
Broughton said customers 
may be stopping along the 
roadway, creating traffic 
problems. The fire depart-
ment also expressed con-
cerns given the road is used 
as a fire route.

Only Mayor Todd Cowan 
argued in favour of an exemp-
tion, saying a street vendor 
would be a welcome addition. 
He downplayed the traffic 
concerns and the proximity 
to Bristow Park, where the 
area fronting Industrial Drive 
isn’t really used.

For Coun. Mark Bauman, 
however, an exemption 
would set a bad precedent, 
opening the door to re-
quests for similar sites near 
the township’s parks.

Raising a concern about 
an operation that pays a 
small vendor fee providing 
competition to taxpaying 
businesses, Coun. Allan 
Poffenroth also voted 
against an exemption.

“Are we infringing ... tak-
ing away their livelihood by 
approving this?” he asked.

Councillors encouraged 
Costa to continue searching 
out potential spots for a hot 
dog cart, which she said would 
operate spring through fall, 
depending on the weather.

A touch of French life 
fuels students’ donations
Grade 4 class at John Mahood PS exceeds fundraising goal at café/poetry 
night, opts to share the wealth with charitable groups of its own choosing

Will Sloan

“I had them research 
seven different organiza-
tions in groups. They did 
the research, made pre-
sentations to the class, and 
then the class voted.” From 
this process, the students 
decided to split the $255 
between the Mennonite Di-
saster Service (MDS), which 
provides disaster relief, and 
the Canadian Service Dog 
Foundation, which trains 
and donates guide dogs for 

the needy.
At a presentation to the 

class on Wednesday, MDS 
volunteer Susan Bauman 
described her experience 
rebuilding houses in Staten 
Island, New York in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, 
and accepted the donation 
on behalf of the organiza-
tion. “We really want to do 
things to help each other, 
and I’m sure you guys do 
that in many ways. One 

way is with this donation 
that you’re giving us. … It 
takes money to do the job,” 
Bauman told students.

The donation was made 
in honour of Eddie Bear-
inger, grandfather of John 
Mahood student Leah 
Shillington, and one of the 
founders of the local MDS.  
Fred Lichti, minister at the 
Elmira Mennonite Church, 

French Immersion students voted to split a $255 donation between the Mennonite Disaster Service and the Canadian Service Dog 
Foundation. [will sloan / the observer]
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Test water more often, region 
tells private well owners

froM | 3

edcl: Cooperative model developed locally 
is starting to be adopted by other groups

Until July 31st

.90%* 136 Month Term
*Rate subject to change

Church Builder is  
a simple way to give  
to your church! 

MSCU members Scott and Katharine Albrecht

www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529

In an attempt to get 
Wellesley’s residents to test 
their private wells more 
often, the regional Public 
Health department is im-
proving on water testing 
services in the township.

“Starting in August of 
this year Public Health will 
be increasing the frequen-
cy of water bottle pick-ups 
at all rural locations. This 
is an added convenience 
and added accessibility to 
our rural residents,” Public 
Health's Dave Young told 
Wellesley councillors in a 
presentation June 18.

The program already 
provides free water test-
ing services for owners of 
private wells. Now, Public 
Health wants to increase 
the frequency of testing 
region-wide. 

“We hope the rural 
residents take advantage of 
this service close to home 
and continue testing their 
well water with added con-
venience."

A number of studies cite 
inconvenience, privacy 
concerns, cost and time 
constrictions as the main 
factors contributing to a 

elena MayStruk lack of regular testing and 
water sampling.   

Coun. Herb Neher told 
Young that he has heard 
similar complaints from 
constituents. 

“There seems to be reluc-
tance, obviously. Most peo-
ple are concerned about 
their health, but you’ve 
only got 25 per cent of peo-
ple doing this free service. 
The reluctance that I’ve 
heard over the years in the 
rural communities is that 
‘boy, once we get targeted 
they’re going to come up 
with a very expensive re-
medial process that’s going 
to cost me a fortune and 
the Public Health people 
are going to get involved.’ 

“Say somebody does take 
the water and there’s a little 
bit of a problem ...”

“We’re here to help,” 
Young said. “We would not 
want to impose our will 
on anyone. So if you take a 
sample and it comes back 
bad, we’ll offer advice, we 
can come and visit if you 
want, we can put you in 
touch with other agencies 
who can help. If you don’t 
want us to come out, we 
will not come out.” 

Only about a quarter of 

the 8,000 private wells in 
the region are tested an-
nually despite a provincial 
recommendation that test-
ing be done three times a 
year, said Young, noting 
that undiscovered bacteria 
can lead to illness.

“If they don’t test their 
well water they don’t know 
for sure that it is safe,” he 
said. 

With changes to the 
program, residents can 
take a water bottle sample 
of their well, drop it off at 
a township pick-up loca-
tion and receive a personal 
identification number. A 
courier service will pick up 
the samples on a weekly 
basis and within a week 
residents can call a pro-
vincial voice response line 
to receive their results by 
providing their ID number. 
A hard copy report will 
be mailed to owners. If 
the result is adverse, then 
the resident will receive 
a phone call from Public 
Health.

Any questions can be 
directed to staff by calling 
519-575-4400, ext. 5147. The 
phone lines are monitored 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday to Friday.

Now a decade old, 
Wellesley’s overall plan-
ning framework document 
no longer conforms to 
provincial regulations and 
must be revised. Working 
with regional planners, the 
township hopes to have a 
new Official Plan in place 
by the end of the year.

The current OP has been 
in place since 2003 despite 
a provincial mandate the 
document be reviewed ev-
ery five years.

“Since 2003 significant 
changes in planning, leg-
islation and policy have 
occurred, both at the pro-
vincial and regional levels,” 
Waterloo Region principal 
planner Cushla Mathews 
told township councillors 
meeting Tuesday night in 
Crosshill.

The Official Plan is the 
overarching planning 
document that guides all 
land-use decisions within a 
municipality. It addresses 
everything from the mix of 
housing, infrastructure and 
environmental protection, 
to wells and resource man-
agement, she explained. 

Regional planners were 
hired to handle the first of 
two stages in the five-year 
review of the Wellesley 
Township Official Plan. 

Wellesley working on overdue 
review of planning framework

elena MayStruk The first step is to ensure 
that it conforms to the Re-
gional Official Plan (ROP), 
adopted in 2009 but still 
not in force due to legal 
challenges. 

The ROP includes pro-
tections for countryside 
areas to further protect key 
natural heritage features, a 
countryside line policy and 
population density targets 
outlined by the provincial 
growth plan for the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe. 

Growth targets will fea-
ture in the second part 
of the revision process: a 
comprehensive review un-
dertaken by township staff. 
Mathews said that while 
regional planners hope to 
complete the first step of 
the review this December, 
the second step will be 
delayed an estimated one 
to three years pending the 
outcome of legal issues 
with the ROP.

That document is being 
appealed in its entirety 
and is currently before the 
Ontario Municipal Board. 
Many of its policies are be-
ing reviewed by the OMB 
as well as the Ontario Di-
visional Court and “until 
those issues have been 
resolved, stage two cannot 
proceed,” she explained.

Once the issues are 
solved however township 

planners and the region 
must tackle the challenge 
of provincially mandated 
growth targets for the Gold-
en Horseshoe, of which 
Wellesley is a part. By 2015, 
a minimum of 45 per cent 
of Waterloo Region’s resi-
dential growth must occur 
within existing settlement 
boundaries – so-called in-
tensification guidelines. 

“For [Wellesley Town-
ship] or the other rural 
townships within the re-
gion, achieving a percent-
age of 45 per cent of all new 
residential development 
would be very difficult to 
achieve. Once the work 
with the OMB is finished 
the region will work with 
township staff to deter-
mine a more appropriate 
growth mandate taking 
into account what its sewer 
systems, waste water and 
infrastructure can accom-
modate,” Mathews said. 

She added: “While this 
policy of 45 per cent will 
be put into your Official 
Plan amendment there will 
be work at another time to 
change it to be more appro-
priate.” 

The first public consulta-
tion will take place in the ear-
ly fall followed by a second 
in November before council 
adopts revisions to its Official 
Plan in December 2013.
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logo: Contest open to all residents of Woolwich

The structure will con-
tain five to seven one- and 
two-bedroom units where 
residents with intellectual 
disabilities from across the 
region will live in relative 
independence with social 
support.

The property lies within 
a larger plot of farmland 
that’s part of the Lunor 
Group’s sprawling residen-
tial housing development 
on Church Street, just west 
of the downtown core.

There’s a great need 
for the kind of housing 
planned by EDCL, Bechard 
noted. Currently, the wait-
ing period for all applicants 
looking for affordable 
housing is about five years. 

During last week’s meeting 
53 families gave the plan a 
warm reception.

“At this point in time we 
expect that approximately 
10 families [will] apply and 
we are looking at support-
ing between five and six 
individuals,” he said.  

The building will adopt a 
similar model to the hous-
ing development on Snow 
Goose Crescent in Elmira. 
There, two university stu-
dents are provided with 
free tuition and accom-
modation in exchange for 
sharing the home with four 
adults with developmental 
challenges, providing them 
with companionship. Paid 
employees are on hand for 
additional practical help, 
creating a safety net that 

otherwise allows the resi-
dents to live more indepen-
dent lives.

The initiative has en-
joyed popularity across 
the province, Bechard 
explained, with several 
organizations adopting the 
model. A Peterborough-
based group, for example, 
has partnered with Trent 
University to build afford-
able housing and start the 
student scholarship live-in 
model developed by EDCL 
where nursing students 
are offered scholarships 
in exchange for “good 
friends and neighbours” to 
residents with intellectual 
disabilities. Bechard is also 
currently working on inte-
grating a similar model in 
Belleville.

have spent large sums of 
money to develop logos 
only to reject the new lo-
gos – the “crash-and-burn 
possibility” – Mayor Todd 
Cowan asked if there was a 
plan B.

Davies Snyder said if the 
contest failed to produce 
a winning entry, the town-
ship would look at going 
the professional route, 
with a request for proposal 
(RFP) process rolled out.

Pointing out that a new 

logo “could be very con-
troversial,” Coun. Allan 
Poffenroth floated the idea 
of putting ideas to a vote 
during next year’s munici-
pal election, though that 
suggestion failed to garner 
any support.
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Police Blotter

WelleSley'S Pond the Place for art in the round

Woolwich hedges 
bet on 
Hunsberger pit

Remaining optimistic about its 
pending battle over the proposed 
Hunsberger gravel pit in Conestogo, 
Woolwich will nonetheless hedge its 
bet by pressing for a sunset clause 
should the Ontario Municipal Board 
overrule the will of the people and 
allow the pit to go ahead.

Meeting this week, councillors 
approved the strategy, also instructing 
staff to look at the possibility of adding 

to the township’s heritage list an old 
house on one of the two properties 
involved in the bid for an aggregate-
extraction operation.

On the gravel side, the township has 
determined the proposal does not 
conform with its Official Plan. It first 
rejected the applicant’s bid for an OP 
amendment in 2011, prompting the 
property owners to launch an appeal to 
the OMB. A hearing is set for September.

Second councillor 
for Ward 3

No boundary lines will be redrawn, 
but Ward 3 will have a second 

councillor in the race when Woolwich 
residents go to the polls next year.

Originally looking to add a fourth 
ward in time for the 2014 election, 
councillors pondered a staff report 
June 18 calling for a deferral until the 
2018 vote to prevent another redraw-
ing of boundary lines due to expected 
population shifts centered around 
large residential developments in 
Elmira and in Breslau. Rather than 
completely delay a decision on the 
under-represented Ward 3, councillors 
opted to simply add another body 
into the mix, but stick with the current 
ward boundaries in the township.

Using the current population figure 

of 24,124 residents, each of the existing 
four councillors would optimally 
represent 6,031 people. As it stands, 
each of the two Ward 1 councillors 
represents 5,235 residents (10,470 
divided by two), while Ward 2 has 
6,351 people and Ward 3 had 7,305. 
Given growth forecast in Elmira, St. 
Jacobs and Breslau, the numbers will 
change over the next decade, with the 
township’s population expected to hit 
almost 29,000 by 2021.

One lot to become 
six in Breslau

A one-acre site in Breslau that’s now 

the site of one home will soon host five 
more, as Woolwich council this week 
approved the necessary zone change.

The land at 50 Horseshoe Cr. in Breslau 
currently contains a single-family home 
on private services. With the zone change 
and upcoming severance applications, the 
six new lots would be on full municipal 
services extended from the adjacent 
Thomasfield Homes subdivision.

Changes allow 
expansion at 
Breslau cemetery

The Memorial Gardens operation in 

Breslau can now house a funeral home, 
thanks to a zone change approved this 
week by Woolwich council.

Changes to the provincial Funeral, 
Burial and Cremation Services Act 
allow the cemetery operator at 2723 
Victoria St. N. to expand its services. 
The company last spring constructed 
a reception centre/administrative 
building on the site, serving most of 
the functions typically associated with 
funeral services. Shortly thereafter, the 
province changed the act to allow full 
funeral home services on cemetery 
properties, which clears the way 
for the inclusion of an embalming/
preparation room in the new facility.

The driver of a sedan travelling on Barnswallow Drive in Elmira sustained injuries after a collision with a turning pickup on June 14.   [elena maystruk / the observer]

Very different artists Perth East’s Skyler Stockie (left) and New Hamburg’s Rachel Rector show off their works while young crafters Garrett, Avery, and Lucas Flynn make pins with Jaiden Deneka at the Art Round the Pond event June 21 in Wellesley.  [elena maystruk / the observer]
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The third time’s the charm for Olivia Bolender, who has already donated a total of 34 inches of her blond hair to Wigs for Kids. This time around, 12 inches of her newly grown locks got the 
snip June 19 at an Elmira salon, destined for Angel Hair for Kids, A Child's Voice Foundation charity.   [elena maystruk / the observer]

hair today, gone toMorroW ... again

Its students may one 
day be attending classes in 
Breslau, but St. Boniface 
school may remain a fix-
ture in the community, as 
Woolwich looks at applying 
a historical designation to 
the building.

It undertook the first 
step in that process this 

Woolwich adds pair of schools to its heritage list
SteVe kannon week, with council voting 

to add it to the township’s 
heritage list. Also included 
was St. Jacobs Public 
School.

Putting the buildings on 
the list means the township 
has some extra time if the 
owners apply for a demoli-
tion permit, 60 days in-
stead of a couple of weeks. 
Having added the schools 

to the municipal register as 
“listed buildings of inter-
est,” the township will now 
look at the possibility of 
historical designations for 
one or both. Such a label 
would bring much more 
stringent controls, includ-
ing giving the township 
oversight when it comes 
to any changes, explained 
director of engineering and 

planning Dan Kennaley.
The Waterloo Region 

District School Board is 
looking at demolishing 
the current St. Jacobs 
Public School in favour of 
a brand new building. The 
changes, part of a regular 
accommodation review of 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships, could also in-
volve the catchment areas 

of schools in Floradale and 
Linwood.

The Catholic board, 
meanwhile, has decided to 
build a new school in Bre-
slau to serve the catchment 
area, closing St. Boniface. 

At Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, Coun. Bonnie Bryant 
of Ward 3 presented a peti-
tion with 391 names calling 
for an historical designa-

tion for St. Boniface.
“They don’t want to see 

this history lost,” she said.
St. Boniface Catholic 

School, located 1354 Mary-
hill Rd., was built in 1898, 
with additions in 1965 and 
1971.

St. Jacobs PS, 72 Queen-
sway Dr., was built in 1929, 
with additions in 1951, 1961, 
1968 and 2000.
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fundraiSer: A personal 
link to the charity of choice

Katrina Guldemond from Elmira’s MCC Thrift and Gift shows off two of the pennies collected 
during the Trees for Haiti drive. [will sloan / the observer]

MDS volunteer Susan Bauman accepts a 
doncation. [will sloan / the observer]
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A public contest to design a new logo 
for Woolwich Township seems a rather innoc-
uous undertaking. Woolwich councillors ap-
peared to be of the same mind Tuesday night 
as they spent little time discussing the issue 
before approving the plan.

There was, however, a long list of points that went un-
addressed.

On the purely practical side, there was no discussion 
of what the actual cost would be. Not the $3,000 in prize 
money and operating costs, but the much, much larger 
expense of replacing every use of the township crest – 
it’s not a logo, apparently – with whatever new design is 
chosen. That includes things like letterhead and business 
cards, signs and vehicle decals, publications and online 
documents, and a host of other instances where the crest 
now appears.

Even an incremental change, swapping logos as new 
supplies are ordered, for instance, presents some chal-
lenges.

Change is the point, after all, of creating a new logo as a 
branding tool.

Speaking of branding, that word was bandied about, 
but again there was no discussion. Branding of what? To 
whom? For what purpose?

Branding companies specializing in such things 
would carry out studies, focus groups, “visioning” ex-
ercises and the like to determine what image the mu-
nicipality wants to project, then develop a logo, tagline 
and associated marketing materials. We’re certainly not 
advocating that approach – enough with the consul-
tants, already – but some of the information generated 
by that process would be helpful to those in the public 
interested in taking part in the contest. (Even if the 
summer timelines don’t work, given that many of us are 
traditionally otherwise occupied, especially students 
who might be most inclined to get involved ... if they 
were still in school.)

In the absence of a formal branding exercise – again, 
don’t go there – the process should have involved some 
effort on the part of councillors and staff to address the 
obvious need for some parameters for would-be con-
testants to draw on. That discussion was telling in its 
absence.

Even were some considerable thought given to brand-
ing, just where would the township be going with its 
message? In search of tourists? New business ventures? 
New residents? Such efforts would require consider-
able amounts of money for advertising and marketing 
schemes, money the township simply can’t justify, let 
alone afford.

Drawing back a bit, is this effort a good use of time and 
money? Again, that’s a question that needs to be asked, 
and the answer could prove interesting.

Logistics aside, in and of itself, the contest could be 
seen as a bit of fun, an exercise to see what people envi-
sion when they think of Woolwich in the context of a 
simple image. If enough people take part – again, the 
timing thing – then the township might get some ideas 
it can work with, while gaining some useful public in-
put.

At this point, we won’t rush to judgment, but 
council should be moving quickly to address the un-
knowns before wasting any amount of the public’s 
money. 

More thought 
would lead 
to better actions

You certainly can’t 
say that Iranian elections 
are boring. In 2005, Irani-
ans surprised everybody by 
electing the darkest of dark 
horses, Mahmoud Ahma-
dinejad, to the presidency. 
They didn’t know much 
about him, but at least he 
seemed different from all 
the establishment candi-
dates.

Well, he was different, 
but not in a good way. 
By the 2009 election Ah-
madinejad’s erratic and 
confrontational style had 
turned people off, and 
he should have lost – but 
he rigged the vote and 
triggered mass protests 
that badly frightened the 
regime before they were 
crushed.

Term limits prevented 
Ahmadinejad from run-
ning again this year, which 
meant that last week’s 
election was clean. So the 
Iranians pulled off another 
surprise, electing Hassan 
Rouhani, the only moder-
ate candidate among the 
six contenders, to the presi-

Real change in Iran, or more of the same?
dency in the first round. 
Rouhani got 50 per cent of 
the votes; his closest rival 
got only 16 per cent.

The foreign reaction to 
Rouhani’s victory was in-
stantaneous. The United 
States offered to open di-
rect talks with Tehran on 
Iran’s nuclear program as 
well as on bilateral rela-
tions. Israel’s Prime Minis-
ter Binyamin Netanyahu, 
by contrast, predictably 
warned that there should 
be no “wishful thinking” 
about Rouhani’s victory. So 
what is he: new broom, or 
another disappointment in 
the making?

Especially in the past 
week, after the “reform-
ist” leadership decided he 
was the least bad alterna-
tive and threw its weight 
behind him, Rouhani has 
been saying some interest-
ing things. “What I truly 
wish is for moderation to 
return to the country,” he 
told the reformist daily 
Sharq just prior to the elec-
tion. “We have suffered 
many blows as a result of 
extremism.”

“It seems that extrem-
ists on both sides are de-
termined to maintain the 
state of hostility and hatred 
between (the United States 

and Iran),” he told another 
newspaper the following 
day, “but logic says that 
there should be a change of 
direction.” And he repeat-
edly promised that both 
the nuclear issue and the 
resulting economic sanc-
tions against Iran would be 
solved if he became presi-
dent.

Fine words, but he said 
most of them after the 
reformists lost hope for 
a victory themselves and 
gave Rouhani their sup-
port instead. But he is still 
really an insider, a man 
whose whole life has been 
dedicated to preserving the 
present political order in 
Iran.

On the other hand, so are 
Mohammad Khatemi and 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
the two ex-presidents who 
gave him their backing. 
They are now seen as re-
formers because circum-
stances change, and so do 
people’s views. All these 
men are still determined 
to preserve Iran’s unique 
combination of theocracy 
and democracy, but they 
understand the need to 
shift the balance towards 
democracy, and also to de-
liver a reasonable level of 
prosperity to the voters.

You might think that 
Rouhani’s highest priority, 
therefore, must be to end 
the sanctions that are crip-
pling Iran’s economy and 
impoverishing ordinary 
voters. Not so: trust comes 
first. In order to retain 
credibility with the people 
who voted for him, he must 
first release Iran’s political 
prisoners.

There are at least 800 
political prisoners in Iran. 
Most are people who par-
ticipated in the “green” 
protests against the rigged 
election of 2009, but jour-
nalists, human rights activ-
ists, feminists and leaders 
of all the minority religions 
in Iran (Christians, Sunni 
Muslims and Bahai) are 
also in jail. Even amidst 
great economic hardship, 
that is what the crowds 
in the streets celebrating 
Rouhani’s victory were de-
manding most urgently.

After that, of course, 
he must make a deal with 
the Western countries 
that have waged a long 
campaign on Israel’s be-
half against Iran’s alleged 
intention to build nuclear 
weapons. That is not an 
impossible task, for Iran 
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With the logo contest, the public gets a chance to express what it thinks of township bureaucracy and make-work projects, sending a clear message.
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There’s every reason to be skeptical about economic development plan

Following in the foot-
steps of other municipali-
ties in the region, Wool-
wich council this week 
gave approval in principle 
to a regional economic 
development strategy.

That nod came with 
little discussion, and even 
fewer details. In fact, 
there’s very little flesh on 
the bones of a proposal 
hashed out by the eight 
chief administrative of-
ficers of the region’s mu-
nicipalities.

The proposal came out 
of a jointly commissioned 
study – yet more consul-
tants – on the provision 
of economic development 
services and the supply 
of industrial/employment 
lands in the region con-
ducted by Malone Given 
Parsons Ltd. in April. 
Since then, it’s been mak-
ing the rounds of local 
councils.

The recommendations 
include creating an office 
of economic development 
at the Region of Waterloo, 

which would coordinate 
the strategy in partner-
ship with the area munici-
palities, Canada’s Tech-
nology Triangle (CTT) 
and other local economic 
development stakehold-
ers; approval in principal 
for a Waterloo Region 
Economic Development 
Corporation (WREDC) 
to oversee services other 
than land development; 
and further investigation 
toward creating a corpora-
tion specifically for devel-
oping strategic employ-
ment lands.

To do some of this, lo-
cal councils would have 
to ask the province to 
change the Municipal Act 
in order for the region to 
get involved with land de-
velopment, currently re-
stricted only to lower-tier 
municipalities.

That, of course, sets off 
alarm bells, raising the 
spectre of amalgamation 
– in this case, single-tier 
government by proxy. 
It’s a fear recognized by 
the CAOs who drafted 
the proposal, says David 
Brenneman, Woolwich’s 
chief administrator. 

“We understand the 
sensitivities. This is not a 

move towards a single-tier 
government,” he main-
tains, arguing that the par-
ticipants used “carefully 
crafted” language to avoid 
such amalgamation by 
stealth.

Instead, the municipali-
ties see more to gain by 
cooperating than by com-
petition when it comes to 
drawing new business to 
the region. With a dwin-
dling supply of industrial 
land, particularly land 
serviced and ready to 
go– the seven lower-tier 
municipalities pooling 
their resources could do 
a better job of attracting 
investment and taking ad-
vantage of opportunities 
that come along, he says.

The immediate down-
side would be additional 
bureaucracy, though the 
office of economic devel-
opment could replace the 
CTT, which could morph 
into the new body, for in-
stance. The municipalities 
currently use almost $1 
million of their combined 
$7.4 million in economic 
development money to 
support the CTT. 

In the longer term, a 
special-purpose land-
development agency 

could conceivably end up 
spending millions of tax-
payer dollars to buy and 
develop land that would 
be sold to businesses – 
likely at a loss, with the 
usual promise of jobs and 
tax revenues. There’s been 
little talk of that, as none 
of the players wants to 
alarm the citizens at this 
early stage.

In fact, there are few 
details attached to any 
aspect of the economic 
development proposal, 
Brenneman admits. Cost 
is a down-the-road issue, 
to be discussed by coun-
cils when a price tag is fi-
nally applied. In a similar 
vein, there are no tangible 
benefits outlined, includ-
ing profits, only vague 
references to prosperity. 
We’re supposed to trust 
that everything will work 
out just fine.

Trust is in short sup-
ply, however. As Mayor 
Todd Cowan noted at this 
week’s Woolwich coun-
cil meeting, it’s difficult 
for the region’s munici-
palities to trust each other 
when it comes to coop-
erating on this file. It’s 
much harder still for the 
public to trust that this 

won’t become another bu-
reaucracy and, worse still, 
one that not only pads its 
own salaries but spends 
millions to the benefit of 
only a few.

It’s down that path the 
conversation needs to 
go. Specifically, council-
lors need to challenge the 
need. Even leaving aside 
the unsustainable growth 
paradigm this proposal 
adheres to, we need to 
know if Waterloo Region 
really has a problem at-
tracting new businesses. 
Yes, there are pre-existing 
challenges locally, pro-
vincially and nationwide, 
particularly when it 
comes to manufacturing  
jobs, but how much local 
taxpayer money is really 
needed while the region 
remains a growth centre?

Small communities with 
a small industrial/com-
mercial base experiencing 
a net outflow of residents 
may want to develop land 
in order to entice business 
and create jobs. That’s cer-
tainly not the case in the 
region, though the types 
of new jobs are not always 
ideal – the myth of the 
service economy endures 
nonetheless. The standard 

reply that other urban 
centres do the same thing 
shouldn’t suffice. Again, 
the politicians should be 
asking those questions and 
challenging assumptions 
on our behalf.

The proposal for a 
region-wide economic 
development strategy may 
be a fine one, but we need 
to see the proof. 

Brenneman acknowl-
edges the skepticism, say-
ing he shares in that. It’s 
why the CAOs involved are 
taking “careful steps” and 
“moving incrementally” 
with the idea, he notes.

Leaving aside the devel-
opment of shovel-ready 
land to bolster local supply 
– a very costly proposition 
– even a new bureaucracy 
has to be justified.

“At the end of the day, it 
has to be cost-effective,” 
he says.

So far, there are no 
numbers attached to any 
of this. There’s a long way 
to go before anybody not 
inside the bureaucratic 
bubble can feel comfort-
able with anything cur-
rently on the table. The 
various councils’ approv-
als should be very tenta-
tive.

"Western sanctions are bringing the Iranian economy to its knees, and people are really hurting. " Gwynne Dyer | page 8
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NATIONAl VIeWDyer: There may be a chance 
for real reform this time
FROM | 8

 » Statistics Canada

is certainly not working 
on nuclear weapons at the 
moment: the U.S. National 
Intelligence Estimates of 
2007 and 2011 both say so, 
and even the Israeli intel-
ligence chiefs agree.

The whole campaign 
against Iran is based not on 
evidence but on mistrust: 
the conviction in some 
Western quarters (and 
most Israeli ones) that if 
Iran can enrich uranium, 
the “mad mullahs” are 
bound to build and use nu-
clear weapons in the end. 
But it is Iran’s right to build 
nuclear reactors and enrich 
fuel for them under the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, which it has signed 
and still observes.

Many in the West are pri-
vately uneasy about waging 
a campaign against Iran’s 
quite legal nuclear power 
program when their own 
ally, Israel, has not signed 
the NPT and secretly pos-
sesses hundreds of nuclear 
weapons. Now that motor-

mouth Ahmedinejad is 
gone and a saner leader is 
about to take the reins in 
Tehran, there could be a 
deal on the nuclear issue.

It would be a deal that 
preserves the country’s 
right to enrich uranium, 
but strengthens the con-
trols against enrichment 
to weapons grade (90 per 
cent). As with the question 
of releasing political pris-
oners, however, Rouhani 
must first get the assent of 
the supreme guide, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei.

Khamenei, as the head 
of the theocratic side of the 
government, has the power 
to veto everything. On the 
other hand, he also wants 
to preserve this strange 
two-headed beast called 
the Iranian revolution, and 
he knows that if it does not 
retain popular consent it 
will eventually die. West-
ern sanctions are bringing 
the Iranian economy to 
its knees, and people are 
really hurting. So maybe 
Khamenei will let Rouhani 
and his backers save him.

There were 221,000 job vacancies among Canadian businesses in 
March, down 24,000 from March 2012. There were 6.4 unemployed 
people for every job vacancy, up from 5.9 a year earlier, as the 
decline in vacancies was at a faster pace than the decline in 
unemployment. In Ontario, there were 8.8 unemployed people for 
every job vacancy.

 » Duff Conacher, coordinator of Your Canada, Your Constitution, reacting to a poll 
showing a large majority of Canadians (71%) want legal restrictions on party leader 
powers to give more freedom and power to politicians in each party

“Will political party leaders across Canada respond to this support 
by a large majority of Canadians and pass new laws that, as most 
countries in the world already have, give politicians in their parties 
more power and freedom?” 

 » From the June 22, 2002 edition of the Observer

With the death June 12, 2002 of Wellesley councillor Paul 
Schweitzer, who succumbed to cancer, his colleagues selected 
Michael Edwards to represent Ward 1 at a council meeting the 
following week.
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SPORTS
cycling / taking it to the streets

Wellesley roads to be filled 
with cyclists on Sunday
Tour de Waterloo will see hundreds on bikes racing along three routes in fundraising effort

WILL SLOAN

galea | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

There are 
no yellow 
deer

The other day I was at 
my fly-tying bench tying 
up a few Mickey Finns, a 
popular trout fly that re-
quires hair from deer tails 
that have been dyed red 
and yellow.

I left my bench for ex-
actly one minute to go 
upstairs and, when I re-
turned, the yellow bucktail 
I had been using was not 
where I put it. In fact, it 
was nowhere in sight.

At times like this, you 
can do one of two things. 
You can doubt your sanity 
or you can trust it com-
pletely and then interro-
gate your dogs. It’s a tough 
choice.

Minutes later, after I 
couldn’t convince Jenn to 
play good cop, I started the 
process,

“Callie, Millie, did you 
either of you eat the yel-
low bucktail that was on 
my bench?” I asked calmly, 
while shining a harsh light 
in their eyes. That was the 
good cop part.

Then, I said menacingly, 
“Well, did you?”

Luckily, they didn’t call 
for a lawyer, but they did, 
in typical dog fashion, 
respond with a look that 
said, “You can’t pin this on 
me.”

It was true. Whoever 
ate that bucktail did not 
leave a scrap of evidence 
other than a couple of dyed 
yellow hairs in the com-
munal water bowl. It was 
circumstantial at best. As 
far as those dogs were con-
cerned, it was the perfect 
crime. 

Then again, dogs always 
forget that the evidence 
always comes out. 

In fact, the first of it 
showed up on the lawn the 
very next day. 

I only mention this in 

not so great

outdoorsman / 

steVe galea

Over three years, 
Cycle Waterloo’s Tour de 
Waterloo event has seen 
the Waterloo Region’s cy-
clists raise some $55,000 
for the Grand River Hos-
pital Foundation and KW 
Counselling. As the event 
continues to gain momen-
tum in its fourth year, does 
organizer Malcolm Steven 
have a new fundraising 
goal?

“You know what? If we 
can raise another $30,000, 
I would be really excited,” 
he said. A pause. “Let me 
just do the math …”

He started calculating. 
While participants are en-
couraged to raise money 
for whatever cause they 
want, the entry fee will go 
to support the two part-
ner charities. “Basically, 
if we get 600 riders times 
60 bucks… that would be 
$36,000. So, if we get 500 
riders times 60, that’s in 
the $30,000 range. Right 
now, we’re definitely trend-
ing upwards of at least 500 
to 600.”

Those 500-600 (or more) 
can take their pick of three 
routes for Sunday’s race: 
40km, 70km, or 130km, 
with the longest race 
stretching from Waterloo 
up Wellesley, around the 
Conestogo River, through 
Heidelberg and back. 
Prizes will go to the top 
five fundraisers (with Z10 
Blackberries for the top 
two), plus prizes for the 
top three male and female 
finalists.

There will be several 
notable participants in the 
2013 race: 10 paracyclists 
will be joining in the 40km 
race, including London 
Special Olympics paralym-
pian Mark Ledo. 

“They’re handcyclists, 
so they basically lie down 
on a bike frame and they 
ride the course with their 
hands. So it’s not an easy 
feat to do,” said Steven.

In addition, Canadian 
cycling veteran and Olym-
pic medalist Steve Bauer 
will once again don his 

bike shorts and helmet as 
a guest. 

“He’s a Canadian legend, 
and he’s coming up to sup-
port the cause as well, rid-
ing the 130km with us.

“One of the reasons to 
come out is, you’re certain-
ly supporting two very im-
portant charitable causes. 
The second part is, you’re 
really going to enjoy a great 
day,” said Steven, who cit-
ed the event’s various post-
race dining options as a 
powerful incentive. “There 
are other events that are 
$140 and you get a soggy 
sub sandwich after you’re 
done, if you’re lucky. It’s a 
great value event.”

He continued, “Yeah, 
there’s the race part of it, 
but if you’re a recreational 
rider with a road bike and 
you just want to do 40k or 
70k with a bunch of your 
friends and ride with good 

mechanical support, this is 
the place to go.”

The event starts at the 
David Johnston Research 

Technology Park in Wa-
terloo (445 Wes Graham 
Way). The race begins at 
8:30 a.m. on June 23. More 

information, including 
registration details, can be 
found at www.cyclewater-
loo.com.

Members of the Waterloo Cycling Club are gearing up for the fourth Tour de Waterloo, taking to Waterloo Region roads Sunday. The annual event has raised some $55,000 for the Grand 
River Hospital Foundation and KW Counselling. [WILL SLOAN  / the ObServer]
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order to quell any rumours 
that might arise from this. 

I need to do this because, 
if you had seen that evi-
dence, you might jump to 
the conclusion that a wolf 
pack ate a bright yellow 
deer.

So, let me make this 
abundantly clear; there are 

no yellow deer. But there is 
at least one springer span-
iel that can eat an entire 
bucktail in 60 seconds flat 
– which causes me to wor-
ry about any deer that gets 
too close for ten minutes. 

OK, so much for that.
The real purpose of this 

column is to warn prospec-
tive dog owners about 

what they are getting into. 
You see, before you bring 

home your dog, you have 
this fantasy. You actually 
think that you are going 
to enjoy taking it out on 
walks every day because it 
is your best friend and will 
provide a calming influ-
ence in your life. Ha! 

The reality is that’s not 

why you enjoy taking them 
out on walks.

You enjoy taking them 
out on walks so that you 
can finally find a bit of 
closure to the little myster-
ies that have been nagging 
you all week.

Walk a dog for any 
length of time and you’ll 
find yourself muttering 

things like, “Oh, that’s 
what happened to my 
other shoe” or, if you have 
a bigger dog, “Oh, so that’s 
where the couch went.”

All this explains why I 
actually looked forward 
to seeing that mound of 
yellow deer hair. You see, 
once I saw that, I was able 
to point an accusatory 

finger at her and yell, “Ha! 
I knew it! I was right! You 
can’t fool me, Callie. The 
evidence doesn’t lie!”

For her part, Callie just 
shrugged and began the 
plea bargaining process.

Which isn’t much com-
fort I suppose, but at least 
it shows that my sanity is 
still intact.

gALEA: When it comes to discovering what your dog’s been up to, the truth will out ... eventually
from | 11

For the third year in a row, the Woolwich Wolfpack U16 L5 girls won the Stratford Classic (June 15-16). Front row: Catherine Baudura, Madison McMahon. Middle row: Syd Jones, Gillian 
Olsthoorn, Leah Schlueter, Laura Runstedler, Karley Sider. Back row: coach Steve Sider, Maddie Wang, Christina Rose, Nicole Cressman, Natalie Cavanaugh, Stephanie Bradshaw, Erin 
Eveleigh, Patricia Eurique, coach Steve Bradshaw. [SubmItted]

Superman may be in the news, but it was students from Elmira’s John Mahood Public School who were leaping tall structures in a single bound. The Elmira school participated in the regional track and field championships on June 20 at the Wilfrid Laurier University stadium in 
Waterloo. [WILL SLOAN / the ObServer]

WOOLWICh gIRLS CAPTURE ThIRd TITLE IN STRATfORd

STUdENTS PUT ON A ShOW Of AThLETICISm AT REgIONAL ChAmPIONShIPS



SPORTS | 13THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2013

Hundreds of kids swam, biked and ran in Elmira during the annual Trigator for Kids, held out of the Woolwich Memorial Centre on June 15. Leigh Murphy holds up her medal after the event while Abby and Carter MacKay (centre) 
show off their muscles at the finish line. [eLeNA  mAyStruk / the ObServer]
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Venture
Food For thought/ 
owen roberts

FIELD
NOTES

BUSINESS PRACTICES / WHERE THERE’S SMOKE ...

Using the workplace to help 
employees kick the habit

My family and I were 
talking over dinner earlier 
this week about political 
scandals and crises. Be-
tween bites, I commented 
that “nothing going on at 
city halls around here com-
pares to the likes of …” then 
motioned towards the east. 
As I took another bite, they 
tried to finish my sentence.

“Rob Ford?” said one.
“Montreal?” said an-

other.
And this: “The Senate?”  
Eventually the scandal 

I had in mind surfaced – 
political favours attached 
to Quebec’s construction 
industry. What a dreary 
mess. And as all these sug-
gestions came forward, it 
hit me how we are awash 
with political disasters. Un-
usually so, it seems. It’s like 
a feast for anarchy.     

But even the politi-
cal tsunami that’s upon 
us domestically pales in 
comparison to some big-
ger global issues – namely, 
chronic hunger, which I 
was reminded of Thursday 
by a tweet from a meeting 
of the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO). In less than 140 
characters, it put scandal 
in perspective: “Hunger,” 
it said, “continues to be 

Hunger is 
the world’s 
major 
tragedy ... 
right now

fOOd fOR THOUgHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 19

New report calls for carrot and stick 
to assist with the process;
region’s Public Health department 
has comprehensive programs

SMOKINg | 19

ELENa maySTruk

About 20 per cent of Waterloo Region’s population smokes, in line with the provincial average. Jonathan Mall of Public Health says the region 
offers up a variety of comprehensive programs to help people quit.  [elena maystruk / the observer]

Smokers may have 
even more incentive to 
quit as companies clamp 
down on smoking privi-
leges in the workplace. 
A stronger Canada-wide 
effort to thwart smoking 
in all workplaces may go 
a long way to decrease the 
habit among employees, 
according to a new report 
released this week by 
the Conference Board of 
Canada.

Among the suggestions 
was a call to ban lighting 
up on company property 
entirely as part of com-
prehensive non-smoking 
policies, while boosting 
supportive services for 
smoking employees want-
ing to quit.  

While 19 per cent of 
Canadian organizations 
responding to the Con-
ference Board’s recent 
survey ban smoking from 
their property altogether, 
Region of Waterloo Public 
Health staff note some of 
the detriments of such a 
policy. The Smoke-Free 
Ontario Act only prohib-
its smoking in enclosed 
spaces, leaving employers 
to mandate the rest. 

“The first option would 
be to prohibit smoking 
from any entrance. Or, 
you can restrict tobacco 
use to a designated smok-
ing area and then there 

are restrictions on those 
areas as well: it can’t be 
more than two walls and 
a roof. Beyond that you 
could restrict smoking 
on all property. So there 
are different options than 
just making the entire 
workplace smoke-free,” 
said Public Health nurse 
Stephanie Watson.

Stricter rules, however, 
can remove temptation. If 
it is less likely for employ-
ees to see others smoking 
around them, they are less 
likely to light up as often, 
she noted. It also sig-
nificantly reduces second-
hand smoke, cuts down 
on maintenance costs 
like custodial services in 
smoking areas and lowers 
the risk of fire. 

A company-wide smok-
ing ban can also draw on 
company funds, however. 
The Conference Board 
of Canada estimates that 
employees smoke an aver-
age of five cigarettes per 
day, with three consumed 
during approved breaks 
and two on breaks not 
sanctioned by the em-
ployer. Travelling farther 
to smoke, especially if 
company property is ex-
pansive, can cut into the 
employee’s productivity 
as they may take longer 
breaks.

Public littering is also 
a concern, as smokers are 
likely to leave butts on the 
side of public sidewalks 

and on lawns. 
An across-the-board 

crackdown is not the only 
option employers have to 

successfully reduce smok-
ing among their employ-
ees, says the region.

“Public Health has a 

program called Project 
Health. Basically it’s 

SUNDAY NIGHT

2 0 1 3

GORE PARK, ELMIRA
Bring your own lawnchairs

FREE
SUNDAYS 7pm-9pmSUNDAYS 7pm-9pm
PRESENTED BY THE OBSERVER

JUNE 23 EPHRAIM FREY &
THE OLDE TYME COUNTRY
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UNHEARD-OF PERFORMANCE. 
INTRODUCING THE LATEST IN A LINE OF AWARD-WINNING 

ZERO-TURN RIDING MOWERS FROM CUB CADET. 

CUB CADET
RZT™ S

42/46/50/54

0% INTEREST FINANCING FOR UP TO 36 MONTHS WITH EQUAL PAYMENTS.1      
AVAILABLE ON SELECT MODELS TO QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS.

NEW FOR 2013

For more details, visit cubcadet.info

YOU HAVE TO EXPERIENCE IT TO BELIEVE IT!
TEST DRIVE THE FUTURE OF LAWN CARE AND BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO OWN ONE.

RZT™ S SERIES 
ZERO-TURN RIDERS WITH STEERING WHEEL
CONTROL AND FOUR-WHEEL STEERING

•  Revolutionary steering wheel control gives superior 
handling on any terrain, including hills.

•   42" – 54" steel deck delivers the beautiful Cub Cadet 
Signature Cut.™

•  21.5 HP1 – 23 HP1 Kawasaki® V-Twin OHV engine.

 0% INTEREST   
 FINANCING  
36 MONTHS1

RZT™ S ZERO 
ELECTRIC ZERO-TURN RIDER WITH STEERING  
WHEEL CONTROL AND FOUR-WHEEL STEERING

•  With zero engine noise, zero belts and zero filters,  
it’s what you don’t get that’s most valuable.

•  A full 60 minutes of continuous cutting time  
with a single charge.

•  Incredible maneuverability and stability on hills —  
and anywhere else.

 0% INTEREST   
 FINANCING  

 36 MONTHS1

MARTIN’S SMALL ENGINES LTD.
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira, ON

519-669-2884 
E-mail: rick.mse@rogers.com

 (1)  As rated by engine manufacturer. 0% for 36 months ends July 31/13. On approved credit. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. 
Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. See your Cub Cadet dealer for more details.

  * See your local dealer for limited warranty details and information. Certain restrictions apply.
  ** The Best Buy Seal and other licensed materials are registered certification marks and trademarks of Consumers Digest Communications, LLC, used under license. For award information, visit ConsumersDigest.com. 
  © 2013 Cub Cadet         2013_ZERO_H

cubcadet.info

JOIN US FOR OUR TEST DRIVE EVENT: THURSDAY JUNE 27TH, 2013
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WE ALL LOVE OUR PETS, SO WHY NOT GIVE THEM THE BEST CARE WITH HELP FROM LOCAL EXPERTS.

PET    CORNER

 petvalu.com  › follow us on

Enter our 2nd Annual Calendar Casting Call*

To Participate:
Submit your pet’s best photo

between June 5th to 28th at
petvalu.com/castingcall

12 dazzling pets will be chosen to 
appear in our 2014 Calendar

Calling all cuties!

*No purchase necessary. Contest runs June 5 – 28, 2013.  Residents of Canada (excluding Nfl d, PEI, Quebec, BC, Territories) over age of majority 
eligible. To enter and for full contest details, submit pet photo on www.petvalu.com/castingcall.  Odds of winning one of the 12 Pet of the Month for 
2014 Pet Valu Calendar Prizes depends on your score relative to others.  Limit 1 entry per pet. ® Registered trademark(s) of Pet Valu Canada Inc.  

13-1804 5.5x8.5_Handout_2334.indd   1 13-05-28   12:10 PM



VENTURE | 17THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, jUne 22, 2013

Read it and
Weed it

Did you know some weeds can harm 
livestock, crops and even people?
The main purpose of the Weed Control Act is to reduce the impact of 
these poisonous weeds that might be on your property. 

Under the Weed Control Act, you are required to destroy all noxious weeds. 
Be a good neighbour and read the information available on the Region of 
Waterloo and Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) websites, 
keyword search: noxious weeds. Then properly weed by removing and/
or destroying all harmful species like: Giant Hogweed (can cause severe 
dermatitis), European Buckthorn (kills trees), Poison Ivy, Poison Hemlock, 
Scotch Thistle and Velvetleaf to name a few.

Noxious weeds may be destroyed by the following methods:
a. pulling or otherwise removing plants from the soil;
b. cutting the roots or stalks before the seeds have properly developed;
c. cultivating the soil in which the plants are growing;
d. treating with a herbicide that destroys the weeds, prevents growth 

or ripening of seeds.

The Region supports methods a) through c) to control noxious weeds 
however, in some instances a herbicide must be used. For the most 
appropriate method and time to remove the weeds check the websites 
listed below.

Enforcement of the Weed Control Act in the Townships of North Dumfries, 
Wellesley, Wilmot and Woolwich is handled by the Region’s Weed Inspector. 
If you live in the City of Cambridge, Kitchener or Waterloo you are asked to 
contact your local municipal enforcement staff.

For more information on noxious weeds visit:
www.regionofwaterloo.ca  |  www.omafra.gov.on.ca

or call 519-575-4016

Poison Hemlock

Velvetleaf

Giant Hogweed

European Buckthorn

Poison Ivy

Scotch Thistle

WE ALL LOVE OUR PETS, SO WHY NOT GIVE THEM THE BEST CARE WITH HELP FROM LOCAL EXPERTS.

PET    CORNER
THEy’rE LINING uP FOr STraWBErry SEaSON

Isabell Stewart and Hailey Near (right) were among those eagerly lined up to get their fill of strawberry shortcake at the 
annual Bloomingdale Strawberry Social June 19. 
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519-669-5403
315 Arthur St. S., ElmiraDoug & Mary Lou Pagett

Proud Owners & Operators

20-50% OFF20-50% OFF

GARDEN 
CENTRE

CLEARANCE

GARDEN 
CENTRE

CLEARANCE

See Garden Centre 
for details

®

At participating stores

We’ll help you find the right tire for you,  
AND your vehicle

519.669.3232
35 Howard Ave., 
ElmirA, ON

Destination LE2
All season tire offering a quiet, 
comfortable ride

Improved dry performance and 
wear life

Zigzag sipes for wet performance

Perfect for the 
en-tire family

ask about the 
Firestone

spring   
Promotion 

Valid May 19th - July 19th, 2013

BLOOmINGDaLE  STraWBErry SOcIaL

Nicholas Carr, 3, gives a thumbs-up to strawberry shortcake as he waited in line with his dad at the Bloomingdale Strawberry Social.  
[elena maystruk / the observer]
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the world’s major tragedy 
– and is the world’s biggest 
scandal.”

This particular twitter 
chain goes on to call on 
African countries to resolve 
their differences and work 
together.

One way to work to-
gether is by addressing 
food waste, which by some 
accounts constitutes half 
of everything we produce. 
From the International 
Food and Agriculture Mar-
keting Association annual 
meeting in Atlanta, jour-

an initiative where we 
provide support to work-
places in Waterloo Region 
to implement comprehen-
sive strategies to address 
workplace wellness, and 
we cover various topics,” 
said Watson. 

Whatever method they 
choose, and any compre-
hensive efforts are con-
sidered a positive, Watson 
said employers have to en-
force the rules with care. 
Companies already pay 
about $3,000 more annu-
ally for a smoking employ-
ee through productivity 
losses, and work absence 
(on average smokers are 
absent 2.7 more days than 
non-smokers). 

In helping employees 
quit, Public Health also 

nalist JoAnn Alumbaugh 
reports that identifying 
ways to minimize that loss 
can help feed more people 
with food that is already 
being produced, plus radi-
cally reduce pressure on 
water, energy and land use.

“Identifying ways” 
means research. Back at 
the FAO meeting, tweeters 
are noting micronutri-
ent deficiencies, what is 
sometimes called hidden 
hunger, affects more than 
30 per cent of the world’s 
population. Research at 
the University of Guelph 

suggests that companies 
modify their insurance 
policies. On average it 
takes smokers more than 
one attempt to kick the 
habit and anywhere from 
four to six attempts to 
stay smoke-free. Remov-
ing lifetime maximums in 
benefits coverage is im-
portant for that reason.  

“In the [project health] 
approach, we talk about 
four pillars, with the most 
basic being awareness-
raising, moving up to skill 
building and supportive 
environments and then 
policy,” she said. 

Conference Board of 
Canada’s director of lead-
ership Karla Thorpe said 
further smoking bans 
and restrictions can help 
to “shift the organiza-
tional culture.” Thorpe 

and elsewhere is address-
ing this challenge. For 
example, a research team 
led by University of Guelph 
president Alastair Sum-
merlee found that in Cam-
bodia, iron deficiency can 
be addressed by placing a 
small piece of iron in pots 
used to boil water for soup 
and rice. Boiling one litre 
of water for 10 minutes can 
provide 75 per cent of the 
daily iron requirements, 
with the rest coming from 
food. In some developing 
countries, people can get 
their iron by using cast 

presented the report’s 
findings June 18 at the 
Workplace Wellness and 
Mental Health Conference 
in Toronto.

Employers can do more 
than enforce policy, the 
board claims. Findings 
show that the best meth-
ods for helping smokers 
kick the habit are through 
access to medication and/
or counselling. As three 
quarters of smokers are 
employed, the workplace 
is a practical place to offer 
additional support. 

Poor sampling of the 
Waterloo Region’s rural 
municipalities have left 
Public Health to interpret 
the most current stats 
(2009-2010) with caution, 
Watson said, but cur-
rently the smoking rate 
among rural residents is 

iron pots and pans. But 
Cambodians favour lighter 
aluminum cookware, so the 
researchers needed to find 
a different solution – thus, 
the piece of iron, formed in 
the shape of a fish consid-
ered lucky in that country. 

Meanwhile, government, 
academia and producer 
groups are coming together 
to advance Canadian agri-
food research. At the of-
ficial opening last week in 
London of the new $10-mil-
lion state-of-the-art green-
house facility at the federal 
Southern Crop Protection 

and Food Research Cen-
tre, several collaborators 
including the University 
of Guelph and the Grain 
Farmers of Ontario were 
cited for supporting studies 
by federal scientists there.

These researchers spe-
cialize in the likes of inte-
grated pest management, 
bio-based products and 
processes, genomics and 
biotechnology, and soil 
and water quality. So do 
researchers at other institu-
tions, working collabora-
tively on new opportuni-
ties, such as plant-based 

vaccines, and on problems 
that nag the sector – plum 
pox virus, fertilizer run-off 
into waterways and insect 
resistance to pesticides, 
among them.

The bottom line is that 
research, here or abroad, is 
never finished. Support for 
research – agricultural, so-
cietal, environmental, you 
name it – must be part of 
our culture. In the long run, 
it’s the only way hunger 
will be addressed. And a 
hungry world is not some-
thing we’ll face only in the 
future … it’s here now.

rOBErTS: Hunger can be considered the real scandal, and it’s more pressing than political woes

SmOkING: Helping employees butt-out can boost productivity, says Conference Board study

fROM | 19

fROM | 14

Public Health uses many inputs, including Conference Board of Canada stats, to improve Project Health, a regional program to help 
employees kick the habit. [elena maystruk / the observer]

www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529

Buying your  
first home?  
We’ll walk the journey with you! 
Our Home of Your Own package makes 
your first steps easier:

 $1,000 to cover legal and other fees; 

 Up to $300 to cover your appraisal fees;

  A FREE Home Book: a guide to all things 
home;

  Guidance on money-saving tax credit(s)!

Call your local Personal Lender today to talk 
about a Home of Your Own.

about 10.5 per cent, with a 
region-wide statistic of 19 
per cent among smokers 
aged 19 and older. 

Smoking has been on 
a decline, according to 
Health Canada statistics, 
with numbers of smoking 
youths aged 20-24 drop-
ping from 40 per cent in 
1985 to just above 20 per 
cent in 2011. At 19.4 per 
cent, Ontario is in the bot-
tom rungs of Canadian 
smoking rates, just behind 
British Columbia (15.8 per 
cent). Topping the pile is 
Nunavut at 59.7 per cent 
with the Northwest Ter-

ritories (34.9) and Yukon 
(29.3) just behind accord-
ing to 2011 statistics. The 
average for the country is 
19.9 per cent.

Companies vary in 
their health coverage and 
services for their smok-
ing employees, and costs 
can fluctuate. Watson 
concludes that companies 
don’t necessarily have 
to spend a fortune on 
smoking-reduction efforts 
but must have support in 
place along with policy. 

“Connecting employees 
to things that are available 
in the community doesn’t 

cost the workplace any-
thing,” she said. 

Jonathan Mall, Public 
Health manager of tobac-
co and cancer prevention, 
said while the organiza-
tion takes into account re-
ports from the Conference 
Board of Canada, staff use 
many different sources for 
engaging workplaces in 
Project Health.

“We look at a lot of dif-
ferent evidence that’s out 
there,” he said. 

 For more local in-
formation and regional 
resources contact www.
projecthealth.ca.
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LIVING HERE
by the numbers / a passion for math

We are a social minded 
society. We Tweet, Face-
book, Link ourselves in and 
bring thoughts to social 
media every day, some 
much more than others. 
Whether it be a mindless 
hobby or business network-
ing, social media has been 
an experience enjoyed by 
for some, a source of great 
stress for others. Unfortu-
nately, as we become more 
technologically advanced, 
our face-to-face time be-
comes limited. 

Long before we had 
social media there were 
community events called 
“socials,” a means of cel-
ebrating a time of year, 
the harvest or just an 
excuse to mingle off of 
the front porch. It was an 
event with tasty treats 
and beverages for all ages 
to enjoy. You will still see 
“strawberry social” signs 
in small communities that 
haven’t lost sight of the 
importance of being to-
gether and knowing your 
neighbours. In catering we 
travel in many communi-
ties, this past weekend it 
was Heidelberg and Elora. 
I smiled when I saw the 
sign and was happy we 
were already celebrating 
local berries that night for 
a wedding. One hundred 

Strawberries 
a perfect 
medium for 
getting 
social

chef’s table | 29

Will Sloan

mathematicd  | 30

There is said to be a di-
vide between the sciences 
and the arts, but forget 
what you’ve heard about 
right-brain/left-brain divi-
sion – there is something 
almost tangibly beautiful 
about an equation. So sim-
ple, so perfectly balanced, 
so free of unnecessary 
detail, and the product of 
such discipline and rigour 
– is this calculus, or a mini-
malist painting by Mark 
Rothko?

“I just really like real-
izing that I know how to 
solve the problem,” said 
Alex MacLean, an Elmira 
District Secondary School 
student whose math-
ematical skills led to him 
being invited to the pres-
tigious Lloyd Auckland 
Invitational Mathematics 
Workshop.

Drawn to mathemati-
cal problem-solving, Ma-
cLean likes “seeing how 
much work went into it, 
and the feeling at the end 
of getting it right, and just 
the challenge of trying to 
understand it.

“For example,” he 
continued, “at the work-
shop, there were a lot of 
questions that were a lot 
harder than what I’d ever 
experienced before, and 
seeing how other people 
solved the problems and 
methods of getting the 
correct answers were just 
really exciting for me.”

MacLean, a Grade 11 stu-
dent, was one of only 60 
students from across Can-

Alex MacLean hones his mathematical skills as one of only 60 invited to prestigious workshop

ada invited to participate 
in the Waterloo event (and 
one of only two from the 
Waterloo Region), based 
on strong results from 
the Fermat Mathematics 
Competition (he tied for 
121st out of around 12,000 
who participated). At the 
workshop, held from June 
2 to 8, MacLean said the 
event was a major learning 

experience.
“Every day we had dif-

ferent lectures, and one of 
them each day was about 
different problem-solving 
techniques,” he said. “So 
for example, number theo-
ry and geometry – getting 
taught by the people who 
create those contest ques-
tions, how they go about 
solving those problems, 

helps me to understand 
how to go about solving 
problems differently in 
regular math classes.”

Math has always been 
one of his favourite sub-
jects, MacLean said. “In 
Grade 8, I received the 
math award from my 
public school. There were 
only 30 of us graduating, 
so it wasn’t that many, but 

during that time I real-
ized how much I enjoyed 
problem-solving.”

What separates a great 
mathematician from those 
of us who still have to 
count on our fingers when 
we figure out a bill?

“It’s someone who can 

chef’s table/    
dierre acheson

RECiPE
noTES

Grade 11 student Alex MacLean was invited to the Lloyd Auckland Invitation Mathematics Workshop after scoring well on a math test. The EDSS student has shown a strong aptitude for the 
subject, a talent that he hones regularly. [will sloan / the observer]

Things are really starting to 
add up for this EDSS student
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

Pamper Yourself For 
A Year Raffle 

Draw Date March 10th, 2012.

KIN 
KORNER

Get your tickets soon! 

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

CoMMUniTY EVEnTS CalEnDaR e-mail: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Submit an event The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

places of faith | a directory of local houses of worship WhEElChaiR
aCCESSiblE

nURSERY
PRoViDED

SUnDaY
SChool

hEaRing
aSSiSTED

Grant’sHands on therapy

“Serving the Community”

• Muscles, Nerves & Stress

• Old & New Injuries

• Family Discounts

• Home Visits Provided

cell: 519-577-3251
Grant Brubacher, Elmira ON

June 21

Elmira lEgion SpaghEtti & salad; 6 p.m.; $7/
person. 

June 22

5th annual Car Show & Shine; 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. at 
Maryhill Community Centre; wheelchair accessible. 
Entry $10 for 1st car, $5 for 2nd car. Complimentary 
lunch voucher with each car. Several awards as well 
as People’s Choice Award. Great BBQ food, door 
prizes & raffles, two LIVE bands. All funds to local 
charities. For info, call Doug Zinger at 519-648-2939.

20th  annivErSary rEunion at Snider Park in St. 
Jacobs. Drop in anytime between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
For more information visit www.stjacobsmidwives.
on.ca.

June 24

making BaBy Food  - Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 1-3 p.m. 
Registered dietitian Robin Hicken will help you 
to choose, make and store baby food. For more 
information call 519-664-3794, ext. 0. Babies are 
welcome to attend too.

June 25

ElECtroniC Bingo – 7 p.m. Upstairs at the St. 
Clements Community Centre sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. For more information 
contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

wCS youth CEntrE will be playing jackpot and/

or football out in the lovely weather.  Come out 
and get active with the Youth Centre! For more 
information, contact Catherine or Brynna at 519-
669-3539.  

alma – goldStonE StrawBErry Social Garden 
party at Alma Community Hall, 5-7 p.m.

June 26

SEniorS Community dining, noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Linwood Community Centre, 5279 
Ament Line, Linwood. Cost $11. Call Community Care 
Concepts at 519-664-1900 or 1-855-644-1900 for 
more information. 

wCS youth CEntrE will be going on a wondrous 
hike in the township; we will have a vote on 
which hike it will be before we depart! For more 
information, contact Catherine or Brynna at 519-
669-3539.

June 27

wCS youth CEntrE will be going to the pool in 
the WMC for public swimming. Please bring $3 if 
you are interested in going for a swim. We will 
also be having an air hockey tournament. For more 
information, contact Catherine or Brynna at 519-
669-3539.

June 28

h.u.g.S. program – 9:15-11:15 a.m. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. 
Jacobs. Meet with other parents to discuss 
parenting and child health issues. Topic: strategies 

to help parents manage their feelings. Libby Barrie 
will have some coping strategies for you to try. No 
registration required. Childcare provided. Call Heidi 
at 519-664-3794, ext. 237 for more information.

wCS youth CEntrE will be roller-blading around 
town and will be playing Rock Band later on in the 
evening. Come out and rock and roll with the Youth 
Centre. For more information, contact Catherine or 
Brynna at 519-669-3539.

June 29

viSit thE wthhS hiStoriCal Room at the Old 
School, 1137 Henry St., Wellesley, on Saturday, June 
29, between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. and enjoy displays 
and interesting historical facts about Wellesley 
Township. The Historical Room is open on the last 
Saturday of every month except in December.  Free 
admission.

July 6

Elmira & diStriCt hortiCultural Society’s 
Garden Tour, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Tickets $10. For tickets 
and information call Barb 519-669-8239.

July 12

h.u.g.S. program – 9:15-11:15 a.m. Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. 
Jacobs. Meet with other parents to discuss 
parenting and child health issues. Topic: going on 
vacation with your children. Tips for travelling with 
children and places to go! No registration required. 
Childcare provided. Call Heidi at 519-664-3794, ext.  
237 for more information.

  

THERE ARE SOME 
QUESTIONS THAT 
CAN’T BE ANSWERED
BY GOOGLE. 

Keep faith alive, advertise here. 

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm & Sun. 9am & 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2816
www.floramc.org

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service

                                           Hopping Thursday’s
7-8:30pm Programs for all ages

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, June 16th
Trusting God in
Life’s Changes

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 

 9:15 & 11:00 AM 

#4- “A Father’s Gifts”

Sunday, June 16th

Series: Building 
Family Ties

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Sun. June 16
10:30am - 12:00pm

Father’s Day
Ray Jones

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

Worship Service 10am 

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy
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Living in West Virginia has given Cheryl Denise perspective on her Elmira upbringing, 
which is sometimes featured in her poetry. [submitted]

ChEF’S TablE: Taking  
advantage of strawberry season

handmade shortcakes 
with berries and whipped 
cream, lined up in the 
kitchen and ready to be 
enjoyed. This was a mem-
orable dessert for a very 
special couple.

Enjoy your social 
network, which is your 
community, neighbours, 
family and friends. In 
times of need, they are the 
ones who will be there to 
encourage, support and 
guide you. A reminder 
that the phone or comput-
er does not take the place 
of the relationships built 
over time. 

Strawberry 
Shortcake 
2 cups flour 
1 tbsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
3 tbsp sugar
6 tbsp butter
3/4 cup whipping cream 

Garnish for 
cakes
Strawberry jam

1 cup whipped cream 
1 tbsp vanilla  
1tbsp sugar
Pint of berries

Sift flour, baking powder 
and salt together;

Add sugar and butter to 
the dry ingredients to re-
semble crumbs;

Add whipping cream and 
bring together to resemble 
a biscuit dough;

Use a 3-oz scoop or 
ice cream scooper to put 
dough on a parchment-
lined baking sheet. Brush 
lightly with whipping 
cream and sprinkle sugar 
on top of each biscuit;

Bake in oven at 350F un-
til golden brown and baked 
through;

Once cooled, slice the 
biscuit in half and spread 
on some strawberry jam.  
Add as much whipped 
cream and fresh berries as 
you like. Enjoy!

from | 27
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Study makes it clear it’s often no accident when a batter is hit by a pitch

MaThEMaTiCS: Apply yourself regularly 
to what you’re passionate about, he advises

Teacher Christine Ruza says the sign of a good mathematician is the ability to make 
connections. [will sloan  / the observer]

SOLUTIONS: ON PG 21
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35 Howard Ave., ELMIRA  | 519-669-3232

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

20th Anniversary

•DOOR PRIZES
• FREE FOOD
•FREE DRAW
•DEALER REPS

•DOOR PRIZES
• FREE FOOD
•FREE DRAW
•DEALER REPS

(ENTER TO WIN A
FREE SET OF TIRES)

MANUFACTURER
REPRESENTATIVES
ON SITE

JOIN US FROM 10AM - 8PM
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FARM 
MARKET

FARM 
MARKET

GRANNY HORST
HAMBURGER BUNS

BEEFSTAKE
TOMATOES

FRESH LETTUCE

FARM 
STORE
FARM 
STORE

HOME GROWN, CORN 
FED BLACK ANGUS 

BEEF

ANGUS BEEF BURGER
5LBS. CASE $17.99

OMEGA 3 CHICKEN
BURGERS 5LBS. CASE 

$16.99

FLORALANE PRODUCE 
519-669-3154
2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira,
just before Florapine Road
Hours: Mon.- Fri. 8:30 - 7pm

Sat. 8 - 5pm

Stuart & Esther
Horst & Family Dwayne & Fern Horst

MAPLETON MEATS 
519-638-0588

7022 Wellington Rd. 11, Drayton
Hours: Tues.- Wed. 9-6, Thurs.- Fri. 9-7. Sat 10-5


