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BRESLAU AIRPORT 
MARKS WOMEN IN 
AVIATION WEEK

BEAUTIFUL BLAST OF WINTER

Problems? Maybe. Lots 
of money? Definitely. 
Certainty won the day as 
Woolwich council opted to 
become a host community 
as the Ontario Lottery and 
Gaming Corporation plans 
a new casino in the region.

Following a marathon 
session Tuesday night, 
councillors voted 4-1 in fa-
vour of keeping the casino 
option in play, becoming 
the first municipality in 
Waterloo Region to do so 
despite the pleas of several 
residents concerned about 
the morality of gambling.

The OLG is looking to 
bring to the region a casino 
with 1,200 slot machines 
and 55 gaming tables. The 
township is part of a gam-
ing zone that includes 
the region’s three cities, 
Wilmot Township and, in 
Wellington County, Centre 
Wellington Township. In 
standing as a host commu-

Woolwich 
says "yes"
to casinos
Even so, there are no guarantees 
gambling will ever come, but 
township puts its name on OLG’s list

STEVE KANNON
nity, Woolwich joins Centre 
Wellington. Cambridge and 
Wilmot have said no, while 
Kitchener and Waterloo 
have made no formal deci-
sion.

Most of the dozen or so 
speakers who addressed 
councillors opposed the 
idea of a casino – only two 
spoke in favour – but it was 
likely presentations by po-
lice chief Matt Torigian and 
Brantford Mayor Chris Friel 
that provided the most 
swaying power. 

With Waterloo Regional 
Police officially neutral on 
the subject, Torigian said 
there are no data to show a 
link between casinos and 
an increase in crime, while 
Friel indicated a decade’s 
worth of experience shows 
the casino to have been a 
net benefit to his city.

Combined with a staff re-
port in favour of the casino 
option, those arguments 
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Former Woolwich councillor 
Grace Sudden was one of three for-
mer Waterloo Region councillors to 
receive the region’s highest award at 
a ceremony Wednesday evening in 
Kitchener.

She was joined by former Wilmot 
Township mayor Wayne Roth and 
former Waterloo mayor Lynne Wool-
stencroft at regional headquarters 
to receive the Jack Young Civic 
Award, presented every two years to 
the person or persons in Waterloo 
Region who best exemplify the high 
standards of political and civic life 
exhibited by Jack A. Young – the first 
chair of the Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo – during his years of public 
service.

A member of Woolwich council 
from 1983 to 2000, Sudden then 
joined the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service Board, serving from 2001 to 
2010. 

“I am struck by the degree of im-
pact she’s had on the many aspects of 
life in our community, particularly in 
the health and social services field,” 
said regional chair Ken Seiling of Sud-

Breslau’s Grace 
Sudden receives 
prestigious 
regional award

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Former Woolwich 
councillor one of three 
honoured this week with 
Jack Young Civic Award

AWARD  | 4
This lightly-travelled farm laneway on the New Jerusalem Road caught the eye of Elmira photogarpher Marilyn Martin. The 
overnight blast of winter the area experienced Feb 28 made for a bounty of picturesque moments of the local landscape. 
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were enough for all but 
Coun. Mark Bauman, the 
sole dissenting voice.

Bauman pointed to the 
results of a survey – online 
and via mail-in postcards 
– that showed 62 per cent 
of respondents opposed  
to a casino, with only 38 
per cent in favour. While 
acknowledging the input 
was open to abuse through 
multiple voting, including 
by people from outside the 
township, he argued the 
same potential existed for 
both sides, likely cancel-
ling each other out and 
making the survey a valid 
indicator.

It wasn’t enough to allow 
the public to have its say: 
council had to give the in-
put more weight.

 “Part of consultation is 
listening, and I don’t think 
we’re listening,” he said.

Mayor Todd Cowan, 
however, noted the surveys 
weren’t a binding vote, 
rather another bit of infor-
mation to take into con-
sideration when making a 
decision.

In the end, the upside 
of an estimated $4 million 
a year in revenue plus the 
share of $3.5 million in 
property taxes outweighed 
the often emotional argu-
ments made by the public, 
he said. 

He and other councillors 
remained unconvinced 
that a casino in Woolwich 
would have a dramatic 
impact on the number of 
problem gambling cases – a 
go-to issue with opponents 
– given the wide variety of 
options already available, 

including lotteries, bingos, 
online gaming and a slots 
facility in neighbouring 
Centre Wellington Town-
ship.

“We’re not on an island; 
there’s gambling all around 
us,” said Cowan, acknowl-
edging potential problems, 
but noting that the major-
ity of gamblers don’t have 
an addiction, just as the 
majority of those buying 
alcohol don’t have a drink-
ing problem.

He cautioned against 
making a decision based 
on emotion rather than the 
realities of gambling today.

“It’s an emotional issue, 
so we certainly have to look 
at the facts.”

The facts were plentiful 
and favourable as outlined 
by Friel, who was in the 
opposition camp when a 
casino was first debated in 
Brantford back in 1997. To-
day he’s a convert.

Eventually approved, the 
casino has pumped more 
than $48 million into the 
city’s coffers since it opened 
in 1999. That money has 
helped revitalize the city’s 
moribund downtown core, 
paid for infrastructure proj-
ects, funded part of a new 
$64-million recreational 
complex and bankrolled 
numerous smaller commu-
nity projects, he said.

“We would not be able 
to do that without casino 
dollars.”

During the initial de-
bates, opponents painted 
very negative images of 
what would happen if a 
casino was permitted to 
go ahead, much as was the 
case with the debate over 
slots at the Elmira Race-

way during that same time 
period. 

“We believed that it was 
going to be the end of the 
world,” said Friel. “We 
heard it was going to be 
Sodom and Gomorrah.”

None of that happened, 
he stressed, adding the 
casino was not the nirvana 
that some proponents 
claimed it would be.

Instead, it’s a good busi-
ness that provides more 
than 900 jobs, tax revenues 
and a share of the profits.

“Really, it’s nothing more 
than another industry in 
our community.”

His presentation seemed 
to have the biggest impact 
on councillors: rather than 
theory, he was speaking 
from experience. It came 
near the end of a some-
times emotional string of 
delegates coming to the mi-
crophone to ask councillors 
to forget about the money 
and concentrate on intan-
gibles such as morality and 
community values.

For lifelong resident 
Ken Seiling, speaking as a 
citizen and not as regional 
chair, a casino would be 

simply out of step with 
Woolwich’s character, a 
community with a history 
of disallowing develop-
ment that wasn’t a good 
fit, even if it would boost 
revenues.

“Woolwich should not 
be bought,” he said, noting 
he was embarrassed to see 
the township considering 
a casino when all of other 
municipalities in the re-
gion have shied away.

For Gerry Forler of Con-
cerned Citizens Against 
Gambling, the potential so-
cial harms, particularly to 
young people, far outweigh 
any monetary gains.

The very business model 
adopted by the OLG de-
pend on the losses of oth-
ers, he stressed.

In voting to be a host 
community, the township 
merely places its name in 
the hat. Whether or not 
it actually sees a casino 
will depend on proposals 
presented by private devel-
opers to the OLG and mu-
nicipal officials, with any 
actual construction, where 
and if it happens, expected 
in a 2016-2018 timeframe.

CASINO: Brantford mayor's message seemed to strike a chord
FROM | COVER

Location, location, 
location. The realtors’ 
creed, and a big part of 
the casino debate in Wool-
wich.

As councillors heard 
from delegates and ulti-
mately voted in favour of 
hosting an Ontario Lottery 
and Gaming Corp. facility, 
just where it would go was 
an oft-raised issue.

The prospect of a ca-
sino in St. Jacobs elicited 
almost as much reaction 
from the crowd as did the 
idea of gambling in the 
first place. Councillors, 
too, seemed to have no 
interest in that idea, pre-
ferring a spot in the south-
east part of the township, 
near Breslau.

Much of the controversy 
stems from an earlier re-
port identifying two loca-
tions in the township that 
appear to have a suitable 
designation for a casino 
already in place. One spot 
– land at the intersection 
of Highway 7 and Shantz 
Station Road, adjacent to 
the gas station – has the 
necessary Official Plan 
designation and zoning 
needed to permit the con-
struction of a casino. A 
second site, in the stock-
yards area south of St. Ja-

Location just one 
of the unknowns 
as Woolwich enters 
into casino process

STEVE KANNON cobs, would likely require 
a zone change to host such 
a facility.

In identifying the sites, 
however, the township’s 
planning department was 
only providing examples, 
not suggesting those loca-
tions or limiting the op-
tions to that pair, director 
of engineering and plan-
ning Dan Kennaley has 
noted. Still, that didn’t 
stop speculation as some 
100 people gathered in 
Woolwich council cham-
bers March 5 for a discus-
sion about casinos.

For Mercedes Corp. 
president Marcus Shantz, 
whose company operates 
the farmers’ markets and 
much of the retail space in 
St. Jacobs, a casino would 
not be in keeping with the 
local culture, particularly 
the tranquil and rural im-
age tourists associate with 
visiting the village.

Given that casinos are 
slated for 28 areas of the 
province, a facility in the 
region would not be a 
tourist draw, he argued. 
Nor, as a self-contained 
business – with visitors 
playing there, eating there 
and sometimes even stay-
ing overnight when at-
tached to a hotel – would 

2099 Shantz Station

LOCATION | 6
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NEW  
LOCATION!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

Introducing Jason Hill!
Jason joined the Leroy’s Auto Care team in January 2013. 
Jason is one of our Service Advisors and is one of the friendly 
faces you will see when you come in the shop.  Jason has many 
years of experience in customer service and parts sales.  
He enjoys the outdoors, hunting and helping out on his  
family’s farm.

The recent thaws are 
making snow scarcer but 
instead of early spring 
buds, the only things 
blooming right now are the 
potholes. 

The snow has begun to 
recede, revealing the yawn-
ing divots and pockmarks 
that will keep township 
road crews busy for the 
next few months. In both 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships, engineering 
staff have been keeping 
close tabs on the constant-
ly-changing conditions.

“We have to wait until 
the potholes are relatively 
dry for the patching to be 
effective. We are already 
making efforts to improve 
those potholes,” said 
Woolwich’s manager of 
engineering, Richard Sig-
urdson. 

Staff are already begin-
ning to work on local roads 
on days when the weather 
is dry and paving materials 
have a lower chance of be-
ing dislodged again. As for 
the roads themselves, Sig-
urdson notes some roads in 
Woolwich are better than 
others. 

“We have some challeng-
ing areas in the township. 
Some of those roads would 
include Three Bridges 

In difficult economic 
times, we are often told 
that arts organizations are 
the first to suffer, but as the 
old theatrical saying goes, 
Drayton Entertainment is 
managing to “break a leg.” 
The southwest Ontario 
theatre company launched 

Riding a bike on Arthur 
Street during rush hour is 
difficult enough; embark-
ing on a 64-kilometre trek 
through the country roads 
of Woolwich and Wellesley 
is another matter entirely. 
But on March 24, that’s 
exactly what cyclists from 
across Ontario will do as 
Cycle Waterloo’s Steaming 
Nostril kicks off at Elmira’s 
Lions Hall at 11 a.m.

The one-day race – one 
of the first of the Ontario 
Cycling Association sea-
son – will send cyclists 
across all terrains in the 
townships, including parts 
of the Kissing Bridge Rail 
Trail and other farm roads, 
before ending at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre.

“It’s been in the back of 
our minds probably about 
two years now,” said Mal-
colm Steven, a co-organizer 
with Cycle Waterloo. “We’re 
seeing a lot more trends in 
the Waterloo Cycling Club 
of guys who are riding all 
winter long. Great groups 
that will get out on a Tues-
day night and a Thursday 
night and ride after hours 
with lights.”

Thus far, the race has 
attracted close to 200 regis-
trants, and Cycle Waterloo 
anticipates between 250 
and 350 participants once 
the day comes around, all 
on cross, mountain and 
hybrid bikes for the condi-
tions. Registered cyclists 
are expected to come from 
as far as Quebec and To-

Township 
road crews 
are out 
on pothole 
patrol

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Cycling race will take riders on route 
through some tough routes in  townships

WILL SLOAN ronto. “Because it’s all on 
gravel and farm road, they 
look forward to the hardy, 
mucky conditions,” said 
Steven of the hard-core 
riders.

“Woolwich has over 80 
kilometres of public trails 
for cyclists and pedes-
trians,” said Mayor Todd 
Cowan in a statement. 
“Hosting this race is a 
strong endorsement of the 
great trails in Woolwich.”

While cycling is tradi-
tionally thought of as a 
sport for warmer seasons, 
Steven said that there has 
never been a better time to 
bike off-season. 

“I think there are more 
people riding all winter 
long. The equipment has 
gotten better, with warmer 
clothing for riders to wear. 
And I think the lights, too – 
the lights are lasting longer, 
and you can put fairly big 
headlights on your bike.

“Actually, that’s where 
the name of the ride came 
from, ‘Steaming Nostril,’” 
he continued. “We were all 
out for a ride one night on 
one of the back farm roads, 
and out in the distance 
there was a Mennonite 
horse-and-buggy with a 
light on the carriage, and 
with the light you could 
see the steam. That kind of 
stuck with me.”

And yes, 64 kilometres 
in gravel and mud is not 
exactly a cakewalk, but rest 
assured they’re going easy 
on you. “We’ve got some 
guys we ride with who 
want us to do 100, 120 ki-

POTHOLES | 5

Drayton’s fundraising drive off to a strong start even in tough times
WILL SLOAN

Cycle Waterloo organizer Steven Malcolm gears up for the Steaming Nostril bike race, which will take adventurous riders through tough 
country roads on March 24. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

a grassroots fundraising 
campaign for its Dunfield 
Theatre Cambridge, with 
an announcement of $3.2 
million in gifts from private 
and corporate donors.

“There are tough times, 
but you know what? People 
have really stepped for-
ward,” said Alex Mustakas, 
artistic director and CEO 

of Drayton Entertainment. 
“People and corporations 
who believe in this project 
and what it can do for the 
city and for the region.”

The Dunfield Theatre 
opened its doors at 46 
Grand Ave. S. in Cambridge 
this week with a produc-
tion of Mary Poppins, but 
there is still much work to 

be done. While the building 
was funded in part by the 
governments of Canada, 
Ontario and Cambridge, 
Drayton is responsible for 
raising $4.5 million for its 
theatre and productions.

“We need to let them 
know that the money is 
not going into operating, 
it’s actually for the facil-

ity – bricks and mortar and 
equipment and that sort 
of thing,” said Mustakas. 
Funding will be used for 
lighting and audio equip-
ment, mobility access, a 
new ticketing system, wire-
less microphones, and other 
technical requirements.

Drayton Entertainment, 
which operates seven the-

atres in Ontario (including 
the St. Jacobs Country 
Playhouse), is a registered 
not-for-profit charitable 
group. Mustakas said the 
organization’s strong track 
record (it has been active 
since 1991) made it an at-
tractive option for poten-

THEATRE | 6

lometres,” laughed Steven. 
“You’re out in the middle 
of nowhere, you can get 
pretty heavy winds.”

Riders can register for 
the Steaming Nostril race 
at CycleWaterloo.com. A 
portion of registration fees 

will be donated to the Kiss-
ing Bridge Rail Trail for 
maintenance and improve-
ments.
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WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 11th - March 16th

Fresh, "Local" Fresh, "Local"

Corned Beef for 
St.Patrick’s Day?

You bet we have it!

Prime Rib 
Steaks

Stewing
Beef

Pork Loin 
Roasts

Fresh, "Local"
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Prime Rib 
Roasts
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s
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$4.49 

$7.49 $3.89 

Ib.
/$9.90kg.

Ib.
/$16.51kg.

Ib.
/$8.58kg.

Corned Beef 
Brisket

Store Made, Fresh Pickled

As anyone who has tried 
to walk from Elmira to Wa-
terloo by foot will gladly 
tell you, certain commutes 
are easier with a car. For 
those Elmira residents 
whose garages are bereft of 
vehicles, help is on the way. 
The Elmira-based environ-
ment and sustainability 
company Enviro-Stewards 
has joined forces with the 
Community CarShare co-
operative to launch Grand 
River CarShare, the first 
rural carshare program in 
Ontario.

At a press conference on 
Tuesday morning, Enviro-
Stewards president Bruce 
Taylor said, “Rather than 
just getting a company vehi-
cle that would sit idle much 
of the week, we prefer to 
host an energy efficient car-
share vehicle to serve our 
needs, and also reduce our 

CarShare launches in Elmira with pair of vehicles
Partnership with Enviro-Stewards brings the service to town; cars to be added as membership grows

WILL SLOAN footprint, and is available to 
the people of Elmira.”

Community CarShare, 
founded as Grand River 
CarShare in 1998 in Kitch-
ener-Waterloo, allows for 
its members (750 in south-
west Ontario) to reserve 
and rent a car for short-
time use, with 25 vehicles 
located in transit corridors 
in Kitchener, Hamilton, 
Waterloo and Cambridge.

While Community Car-
Share’s stated goal is to “re-
duce overall transportation 
costs, traffic congestion 
and air pollutions,” the co-
ordinators especially em-
phasized the financial ben-
efits of the program. They 
calculate that an average 
member will pay $100 per 
month on the program – a 
significantly lower month-
ly rate, they point out, than 
a typical lease.

“Our threshold is about 
12,000 kilometres per year,” 

said Jason Hammond, 
president of Community 
CarShare. “If you drive less 
than that, your car is not 

worth owning, and Car-
Share would be cheaper. 
And really, when [public] 
transit is there to take all 

the commuting out, very 
few people drive more than 
12,000 kilometres per year.”

So far, only two cars are 

available in Elmira, one 
at the southwest corner of 
Union and Erb streets (by 
Enviro-Stewards’ office), 
and one at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre. Ham-
mond hopes that more will 
be on the way.

 “This has been the 
experience of most car-
sharing companies,” said 
Hammond. “You start with 
a couple of cars, and then 
you can grow it from there. 
We want to see more than 
two; three or four would be 
a very nice, stable system.”

“This is the first rural 
CarShare program in 
Ontario, so this is really 
leading-edge stuff for this 
community to be doing,” 
said Matthew Piggott, Car-
Share’s member services 
coordinator.

The Elmira CarShare of-
ficially launched on March 

den’s accomplishments as 
councillor.

While on regional council, 
Sudden served as chair of 
the health and social servic-
es committee for 14 years. 

“Some of those years 
were very challenging 
years for the social services 
and health programs that 
the committee directed,” 
Seiling added. 

Sudden was nominated 
by her associates on the  
Police Service Board, and 
the award came as a com-
plete surprise to the now 

retired former councillor. 
“I think I probably need 

to give some credit to my 
father because he showed 
by example that taking 
your civic responsibilities 
seriously is an important 
part of being in a com-
munity, being part of a 
community and building a 
community,” she said to an 
audience of colleagues and 
supporters at the event. 

A fellow recipient, Roth 
was Wilmot Township’s 
longest-serving mayor. He 
was first elected as  a town-
ship councillor in 1978 and 
served until 1988. He was 

elected again from 1994 to 
1997, the year he successful-
ly ran for mayor, and con-
tinued in that capacity until 
the end of the last term in 
2010 when he retired. 

Woolstencroft’s service 
in the region dates back 
more than 40 years when 
she first became a trustee 
of what was then the Wa-
terloo County Board of 
Education in 1970. She 
joined Waterloo council 
in 1985, serving two terms 
until 1991. Woolstencroft 
ran for office again in 
the 1997, serving on both 
the city of Waterloo and 

regional councils before 
being elected mayor of 
Waterloo in 2000, rejoin-
ing  regional council until 
the end of her term in 
2003. 

The award has gathered 
dust for a number of years, 
after it was presented to 
three former councillors 
and mayors in 2003. 

The first award was given 
out in 1980 in honour of 
Jack A. Young, first re-
gional chair of the Munici-
pality of Waterloo in 1972, 
who had retired from the 
position two years earlier 
in 1978.

AWARD: Sudden recognized for her years of service as regional councillor, police board member

Former Woolwich councillor Grace Sudden received her award from regional chair Ken 
Seiling on March 6.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

FROM | COVER

Enviro-Stewards president Bruce Taylor and Community CarShare member services coordinator Matthew Piggott start their engine for 
Elmira’s new car sharing initiative. Grand River CarShare cars are located at Woolwich Memorial Centre and at 1 Union St. in Elmira. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

CARSHARE | 7
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POLICE BLOTTER PLAYING BEFORE HE MELTS AWAY

Road and Whippoorwill 
Drive.” 

Potholes are a particular 
problem after a freeze-thaw 
such as what we’ve expe-
rienced this week. They’re 
formed when moisture 
below the pavement 
freezes when temperatures 
drop, forcing the ground 
to expand and pushing 
the pavement up. When 
temperatures increase, the 
ground returns to its nor-
mal level but the pavement 
often remains raised, creat-
ing a cavity. When driven 
over, the cavity pops, creat-
ing a new pothole.

Wellesley crews have 
also started pothole main-

tenance work in recent 
weeks. General manager of 
community services Kevin 
Beggs said it is common for 
potholes to be filled many 
times throughout the sea-
son, as the wet weather can 
often dislodge paving ma-
terials. He added that the 
number of potholes is stan-
dard for this time of year. 

“We feel there are a few 
more than last year, but 
last year we really didn’t 
have a winter. It’s probably 
about the same as a normal 
winter.” 

Most roads in Wellesley, 
Beggs said, are in typical 
condition for this time of 
year with one exception: 
a stretch of Moser Young 
Road from Lobsinger Line 

to Hessen Strasse is look-
ing more pockmarked and 
damaged due to age. 

The road is scheduled 
to be resurfaced this sum-
mer. 

“It’s going to be taken 
care of. It’s going to have 
a whole new surface of as-
phalt on top of it, probably 
in mid-July or August.” 

Last year’s winter may 
have been milder but the 
roads still experienced a 
series of freezes and thaws, 
leaving many in need of re-
pair. This type of weather, 
Sigurdson noted, is becom-
ing a new pattern. 

“Some of our streets are 
getting to the end of their 
useful life; they start to be-
come more problematic.” 

POTHOLES: Failing roads mean more divots
FROM | 3

Elmira North Parochial School earlier this week boasted the biggest snowman around, with 
his top hat higher than the roof.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

F E B R U A R Y  2 7 

8:09 PM | A collision occurred 
when the driver of a vehicle was 
rear-ended by another driver while 
turning into his private drive on 
Arthur Street South in Woolwich 
Township. No one was injured in 
the accident and the driver of the 
second vehicle was charged with 
careless driving.

9:21 PM | A vehicle entered 
the intersection at Arthur Street 
and Oriole Parkway in Elmira on 
a red light and struck another 
vehicle. No one was injured and the 
driver was charged with failing to 
stop on a red light. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 8

11:00 AM | A 10-year-old boy 
was injured when a horse-drawn 
buggy crashed into a guardrail on 

Waterloo Regional 
Police Rural Division 
officers began a two-day 
enforcement initiative on 
local Ontario Federation of 
Snowmobile Clubs trails on 
March 2.  

Some 360 snowmobiles 
were checked and 10 charg-
es were laid by local police 
under the Motorized Snow 
Vehicles Act, with the major-
ity of charges laid for lack of 

Lobsinger Line outside of Heidel-
berg. EMS crews were on the scene 
and police directed drivers as traffic 
was delayed for a short while and 
the buggy was towed away. 

M A R C H  1

7:44 PM | A snowmobile col-
lided with a horse-drawn buggy on 
Hackbart Road between Ament Line 
and Boomer Line in Wellesley Town-
ship. The 50-year old male driver 
of a snowmobile went through an 
intersection without stopping at the 
stop sign and struck the buggy. The 
snowmobile driver sustained minor 
injuries. The horse had to be put 
down due to serious injuries.  

M A R C H  4

2:45 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police have arrested two males in 
connection with an investigation 

into a credit card theft that took 
place in Wellesley Township. Police 
allege that a credit card taken from 
a parked car in Linwood near the 
end of February was then used 
to rent a vehicle from a Waterloo 
company. The investigation led 
police to a residence on Northgate 
Drive in Waterloo where a 57-year-
old man and a 25-year-old man 
were arrested by police. Both 
were found to be in possession of 
narcotics and they will be held for 
a bail hearing. One of the men had 
four outstanding arrest warrants. 
The two are also jointly charged 
with theft and possession under 
$5,000, possession over $5,000 and 
the use of a stolen credit card. The 
57-year-old male is facing an ad-
ditional charge of possession of a 
controlled substance. The 25-year-

Ten charges laid in Police 
snowmobile safety blitz

valid trail permits and insur-
ance for the vehicles. 

Police removed 15 snow-
mobiles from the trails, 
and more than 60 warnings 
were given for minor in-
fractions. No alcohol-relat-
ed infractions were found. 

Police encourage all 
snowmobile enthusiasts to 
ensure that they operate 
their vehicles safely and 
legally at all times.

CHIMNEY FIRE DRAWS RESPONSE

old man is facing two counts of 
breach recognizance; possession of 
a controlled substance and driving 
while under suspension.

A chimney fire spread to the attic of a farm property on Martin Grove road in St. Jacobs on 
March 6. St. Jacobs and Floradale fire crews were called to the scene.  
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich 
hesitant about 
KWCF request

Denied information that came from 
the long-form census – cancelled 
by the Harper government – the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Community 
Foundation wants access to municipal 
tax rolls. Woolwich councillors want 
more information, however, before 
going down that road.

The KWCF wants to participate in a 
survey conducted by the UW-based 
Canadian Index of Wellbeing. To that 

end, it’s asking the township to permit 
the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC) to release informa-
tion on the rolls. That information 
would in turn be used to conduct a 
community survey.

“I get annoyed enough by the 
phone,” said Coun. Allan Poffenroth at 
the prospect of a survey. “I don’t feel 
comfortable with the whole idea.”

He was joined in reluctance by Coun. 
Mark Bauman, who asked that the 
request be deferred until council could 
be provided with more details, likely 
for the next meeting, scheduled for 
March 19. 

MPP plans anti-
prorogation bill

MPP Catherine Fife (NDP – Kitchener-
Waterloo) this week announced plans 
to introduce an anti- prorogation bill 
to prevent governments from abusing 
prorogation and shutting down the 
Legislature for political purposes.

“I wanted to be in the Legislature 
last fall to deliver results on issues that 
matter to Ontarians: creating jobs, 
strengthening healthcare, and making 
life more affordable. Instead the 
Liberal government locked the doors 

to Queen’s Park. MPPs are elected to 
do a job and the House shouldn’t be 
shut down for the political benefit 
of one party,” said Fife in a release. 
“This bill will go a long way to stop 
the abuse of prorogation for political 
ends.”

As Ontario’s most recently elected 
MPP, Fife sat in the legislature for 
only 11 days before Dalton McGuinty 
prorogued the House last fall. 

GRT service 
cuts approved

Even as it prepares to dump  

hundreds of millions of dollars into 
a rapid transit scheme designed to 
influence urban planning, not move 
riders, the region this week opted to 
reduce service on existing bus routes.

Meeting Wednesday night, 
regional councillors voted for Grand 
River Transit (GRT) service reductions 
to save $525,000 in the 2013 budget.

Regional Archives 
gets $24K grant 
to go digital

The Region of Waterloo Archives 
has received a Museums and 

Technology Fund grant of $24,000 
from the province to help with plans 
to digitize its growing collection of 
official records.  

This project involves purchasing a 
microfilm reader/scanner so County 
of Waterloo records currently on 
microfiche, as well as regional council 
and committee records on film, can be 
made into digital files.

The Region of Waterloo Archives is 
the official home of records created 
by the County of Waterloo (1829-1972), 
Region of Waterloo (1973-present), 
Township of Woolwich (1851-present), 
and Town of Elmira (1886-1972).
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Registration Date:
Thursday March 14: 7pm-9pm

To be held at the Royal Canadian Legion
11 First St., E. Elmira

Fees:
Rep Ball........................................ $200

For more information:
Brian Blaxall, President

519.669.1377 3606 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements | 519-699-4008 | www.aperfectfit.ca

COME FEEL THE DIFFERENCE WE CAN MAKE!

@ St. Clements
Fitness & Sport Conditioning Centre

NO CONTRACT, NO FEES 

WHY NOT DO SOME SPRING CLEANING

BONUS WE WILL
GIVE YOU*

$12.OO

$30.OO

12 workouts @

/each
$10.OO
24 workouts @

with 36 workout purchase only. Starts April 8. Registration required.

/each
$10.OO*
36 workouts @

/each

Free workouts and 
exercises posted weekly!

With Isagenix 9 day or 30 day cleanse, call for details

LAST CHANCE TO GET FIT FOR THIS SUMMER WITH

50 12 OF THOSE
WORKOUTS!

A MONTH
$75.OO

A MONTH

OR FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY

%
OFF

a casino do much for sur-
rounding businesses.

“I don’t think that will 
actually happen here – it 
hasn’t happened any-
where else in Ontario.”

A casino in the region 
would be aimed squarely 
at encouraging local 
people to gamble there, he 
surmised.

“It will be people in Wa-
terloo Region gambling in 
Waterloo Region.”

A tourist-oriented op-
eration, Mercedes sees 
no need for a casino, es-
pecially in St. Jacobs – “A 
casino doesn’t fit that 
brand,” said Shantz.

“Please don’t vote for 
a casino on our account, 
because we’re not looking 
for that help.”

Other speakers pointed 
to the traffic woes likely 
to develop given what al-
ready happens on market 
days.

A St. Jacobs location 
was a non-starter around 
the council table, with 
Coun. Bonnie Bryant argu-
ing against it as a condi-
tion of allowing Wool-
wich’s name to stand as a 
potential host community 
for an OLG casino.

She also took issue 
with the Shantz Station 
location, saying it would 
be too close to nearby 
schools, St. John’s-Kilmar-
nock and Woodland Chris-
tian High School.

“I’d rather see it some-
where down by the air-
port,” said the Ward 3 
councillor.

Along with ensuring any 

revenues it might get from 
a casino get channeled 
into a reserve fund, not 
the operating budget, con-
trol over a location would 
be a key stipulation, noted 
chief administrative offi-
cer David Brenneman.

While the St. Jacobs and 
Shantz Station sites were 
identified as examples, it 
will be up to private de-
velopers to come forward 
with proposals, he said. 

That could include any 
number of sites, includ-
ing those that might need 
Official Plan or zoning 
amendments, as is the 
case with many develop-
ment proposals. At that 
point, any proposal would 
have to follow established 
planning review pro-
cesses.

In voting to be a host 
community, Woolwich 
is in essence merely 
expressing an interest, 
Brenneman said. Centre 
Wellington Township, part 
of the same gaming zone 
and host to the Grand Riv-
er Raceway and its slots 
facility, is also interested. 
Neither Kitchener nor Wa-
terloo has voted to decline 
the opportunity, unlike 
Cambridge and Wilmot 
Township.

Once all the names are 
in the hat, it will be up to a 
private developer to deter-
mine if there’s a business 
opportunity in any of the 
would-be host communi-
ties, then make a proposal 
to OLG.

“This is just the begin-
ning of the process,” said 
Mayor Todd Cowan.

Attempting to recover 
more of its costs in order 
to break even this year, 
Wellesley’s building de-
partment will raise some 
of its fees for 2013. The in-
creases were the subject of 
a public meeting March 4 
in township council cham-
bers.

Councillors ultimately 
approved the recommen-
dations put forward by 
chief building official Rik 
Louwagie, but not without 
expressing some concerns 
beforehand.

Coun. Herb Neher chal-
lenged over some of the fee 
increases, asking Louwagie 
to justify the more drastic 
increases to specific ser-

LOCATION: Casino site will 
depend on developers' plans
FROM | 2

Wellesley council votes to raise 
building department fees
A cost-recovery move, decision aims to prevent a shortfall in the 2013 budget

ELENA MAYSTRUK vices listed in the report. 
“It seems in some of these 
areas, it’s increased by 20 
to 30 per cent,” Neher said.  

Louwagie explained that 
unlike most years when 
fees would be increased 
by a set percentage across 
the board, this year staff 
looked at each service indi-
vidually. 

“With some of [the ser-
vices] the workload doesn’t 
change, where with others 
it does. Rather than doing 
a percentage increase we 
looked at each category in-
dividually and determined 
the workload involved 
for the type of permit. We 
compared that to other 
municipalities as well to 
make sure that we were not 
going over anybody else 

but also so that we weren’t 
extremely far below every-
body else,” he said. 

Louwagie also said that 
the fees proposed that 
night were consistent with 
those offered by other mu-
nicipalities in the region. 
He admitted some specific 
charges were approaching 
the higher end of the scale. 
but a few fees were also 
reduced from the previous 
year. 

Building permit fees in 
the township have seen 
increases for the past two 
years, but prior to those 
fees remained unchanged 
for six years, Louwagie 
added. 

The amendment will 
insure that the operation of 
the building department is 

funded by the fees without 
dipping into tax revenues, 
he maintained.

The building department 
has prepared a prelimi-
nary estimate compiling 
its expenditures from the 
previous year and found 
they did not break even, 
having to take approxi-
mately $4,000 from reserve 
funds to cover last year’s 
expenses. 

This year’s budget, he 
told council, aims for better 
results at the end of 2013 
with a goal to break even 
while adding no money to 
reserves. 

“All building fees, we 
try to set them so they will 
cover all costs of the build-
ing department, direct and 
indirect.” 

tial donors.
“We are a sustainable 

organization operationally 
just because of the model 
of sustainability we have 
created, with the multiple 
theatres across the prov-
ince. They know it’s going 
to a financially viable com-
pany,” said Mustakas.

The 27 gifts came from 
such corporations as 
Toyota Motor Manufactur-
ing Canada (which gave 
$150,000 for the naming of 
the box office), Gore Mu-
tual Insurance Company, 
and TD Bank Group, as well 

THEATRE: Drayton sees plenty of support for its efforts
FROM | 3 as private donations from 

local philanthropists. The 
theatre is named for the 
Dunfield Residence, which 
donated $1 million.

These details were an-
nounced to an audience 
of 350 stakeholders and 
supporters on February 28, 
as part of a launch event 
for the next phase of fun-
draising, the grassroots 
campaign. Donors can 
contribute $1,250 for an 
engraved tile in the theatre 
lobby, $500 for a seat in 
the auditorium, and $50 to 
$100 for a commemorative 
item somewhere on the 

theatre’s property. Drayton 
is offering tax receipts for 
all donations.

“Our philosophy is, and 
always has been, that we 
would like it to be grass-
roots,” said Mustakas. “We 

want everyone to participate 
who can, from a $50 dona-
tion right on up. We feel that 
it creates ownership, and 
when you look back, you’ll 
say, ‘I had a little something 
to do with that.’”

Drayton Entertainment recently expanded  the St. Jacobs Playhouse Theatre.
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If you packed a pair of 
nail clippers or a bottle of 
water in your carry-on, 
you’ve undoubtedly been 
given a talking-to by airport 
security. But don’t take their 
stern words to harshly: a 
report released on Monday 
from the Canadian Air 
Transport Security Author-
ity showed that screening 
officers in Canada’s major 
airports made some alarm-
ing discoveries in 2012. 
Everything from guns to 
knives to rabbits’ feet were 
found in the carry-on lug-
gage of Canada’s 51 million 
air passengers in 2012.

Fortunately, not too 
many of these horror stories 
come from close to home. 
“For the most part, people 
pretty much follow the rules 
here in Waterloo,” said Chris 
Wood, general manager at 
Region of Waterloo Interna-
tional Airport in Breslau.

“Very rarely do we have 
prohibited items that end 
up with the police being 
called. Now, it does happen 
three or four times a year 
where the police have to 
come out and determine 
that items are not only 
prohibited on an airplane, 
but illegal to have. Those 
things, we do call the police 
and ensure that they do get 
involved.”

Still, across Canada, 
plane travellers have found 

Canadians still taking 
a flyer at airport security
Breslau facility largely immune from some people’s 
tendency to show up with odd and illegal items

WILL SLOAN themselves in trouble with 
transit authorities in some 
unexpected ways. The 
CATSA report showed that 
many prohibited items 
came in the form of good-
luck charms: rabbit feet, 
horseshoes, and even a 
“lucky knife” found in the 
sole of a Whitehorse trav-
eller’s shoe. In Toronto, a 
World War II aficionado was 
held up when a grenade 
replica in his baggage was 
mistaken for the real thing 
(neither one is allowed on-
board).

If anything, the CATSA’s 
report offers a sobering re-
minder of the value of good 
packing. Don’t, for example, 
pack your stun gun – as 
one Toronto-Pearson pas-
senger did (it was mistaken 
for a pistol, which, for that 
matter, is also illegal). Also, 
take the metal detector 
test seriously. When one 
unlucky Vancouver passen-
ger’s six-inch hunting knife 
was discovered by a metal 
detector, it led to a search 
that uncovered a retractable 
steel baton and 30 grams of 
marijuana.

Wood said that at the 
region’s airport, those 
with lucky knives are in 
luck. “One service that we 
do have, because we’re a 
smaller airport: if you have 
a pocket knife that is too 
big to get on the airplane 
but not too big to be illegal, 
we will store it for you until 

your return trip for free.”
Don’t expect to see too 

much criminal activity in 
Breslau, where the infrac-
tions tend to be misde-
meanor level. 

“We do have, of course, a 
lot of liquids and gels try-
ing to get through,” said 
Wood. “That message, even 
though it’s been a number 
of years, people don’t un-
derstand they can’t take a 
bottle of water through se-
curity. So those things still 
happen, and it does slow 
things down somewhat.”

So, any colourful hor-
ror stories? “As far as other 
items, such as guns and am-
munition and things, they 
don’t see those things here. 
What we have seen more 
than our fair share of is 
martial arts items, such as 
nunchucks, brass knuckles, 
things like that. Those are 
not permitted to fly.”

Surely the thought of 
someone holding up a 
plane armed only with nun-
chucks is a little … humour-
ous? “We’re also looking out 
for other passengers’ safety 
and the cabin crew as well,” 
said Wood. “If the cabin 
crew were to say something 
and this person pulled out 
a pair of nunchucks, that 
wouldn’t be good.”

So, take note, martial arts 
fans: at Waterloo Region 
Airport, “Enter the Dragon” 
is liable to become “Exit to 
the Parking Lot.”

GETTING INTO THE SPIRIT OF CARNAVAL

Who needs a car trip to Quebec? Students at Elmira’s John Manhood Public School waded through the snow on March 1 for the school’s 
Winter Carnaval, which brought Quebecois-flavoured activities (and beloved snowman mascot, Bonhomme) closer to home. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, March 15, 2013 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm
Linwood Community Centre, Linwood

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-1198
www.lwcb.org

Mon - Thurs 9 - 5
Fri 9 - 8, Sat 9 - 5

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Wallenstein • 519-669-1440

Quality Drainage Systems
A Tradition of Quality Since 1921
• Backhoe Service
• Float Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC
       

5168 Ament Ln., Linwood • 519-698-2370

Serving Linwood & surrounding Communities since 1858.

Schnurr’s
Grocery

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

Give Blood ... to save lives.

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.   

Grandma: Heart Bypass 
Friday at 6:30am

1, with 15 members joined 
as of Tuesday’s press con-
ference. But both CarShare 
and Enviro-Stewards hope 
that more local residents 
will register at Community-
Carshare.com or by calling 

519-578-1895.
And, there is reason to be 

hopeful. Of the Toyota Ma-
trix at the WMC, Hammond 
said, “We were looking at a 
map, and every household 
in Elmira is within a one-
mile radius of that car. So, 
pretty much everyone can 

get to it in a 20-minute 
walk.”

“We’ve arrived – we have 
cars in town and ready to 
use,” said Hammond. “Now 
we need to build mem-
bership to make it a self-
sufficient system for the 
long-term.”

CARSHARE: Group hopes to expand in Elmira
FROM | 4
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AT FIRST BLUSH, SAYING no to the idea of 
hosting an OLG casino would have been the 
easy answer: the status quo remains, vocal 
opponents are appeased. But in saying yes, 
Woolwich council in essence delayed making 
a decision: those in favour of a casino are hap-
py, but critics should also see that the town-
ship has simply left the door open to further 
discussion. 

By saying no, the township would have no chance to 
host a casino or even to revisit the issue. With a yes vote, 
there’s still a strong chance there’ll be no gambling facil-
ity.

A private developer has to see an opportunity in Wool-
wich. It would then have to make a case with OLG. And 
then sell the idea to the township. And, as the discussion 
around potential locations indicated, there’s really only 
one spot – in Shantz Station – that wouldn’t require plan-
ning changes, the kind that give the municipality – and 
opponents – the opportunity for that “no” that went miss-
ing Tuesday night.

And if one was inclined to be cynical, there’s every 
chance Woolwich’s yes opens another door: the chance 
for Kitchener or Waterloo to get in on the action. Neither 
city has made an official pronouncement, and it wouldn’t 
be a too much of a stretch to see Kitchener, for instance, 
make the argument that if there’s going to be a casino just 
up Victoria Street, then why not move it a little farther 
west? That way the city could reap the benefits to go with 
the negatives – increased policing costs, traffic and de-
mand on social services – it expects to see. Those issues 
are precisely what Mayor Carl Zehr and others on regional 
council point to in attempting to stake a claim on a share 
of Woolwich’s revenues should a casino end up in the 
township.

Given that the OLG’s so-called modernization plan 
hinges on putting gambling facilities in urban areas, clos-
er to those it wants to see as patrons, a Kitchener locale 
trumps one out in the country.

At any rate, the more names in the hat, the more op-
tions exist for entrepreneurs looking to separate regional 
residents from their money.

In short, it’s too early in the process for anyone here 
to start counting the money. Or to assume there’ll be a 
casino to change the character of the township and bring 
social hardship to the region, as many opponents claimed 
in presentations this week.

Undoubtedly, if a casino does come to this gaming 
zone – even if it’s an expansion of the current slots facility 
in Elora – there will be an impact. But those who worry 
should find some solace in the advice offered up by Brant-
ford Mayor Chris Friel. An opponent of the casino plan 
when it was first proposed in his city, he’s seen firsthand 
that almost all of the negatives predicted at the outset 
have proven unfounded. Likewise, the pie-in-the-sky 
benefits touted at the time failed to materialize. Instead, 
what the city got was a strong economic contributor and 
employer that came with a revenue stream beyond taxes. 
That bonus money – more than $48 million since 1999 
– has funded a host of initiatives that would never have 
happened otherwise. The benefits have far outweighed 
the negatives.

That’s the bottom line to keep in mind should a new 
casino become a reality. In Woolwich or otherwise.

Too soon to start 
counting those 
casino winnings

Last week’s announce-
ment by China’s Ministry 
of Finance that the country 
will introduce a carbon tax, 
probably in the next two 
years, did not dominate the 
international headlines. 
It was too vague about the 
timetable and the rate at 
which the tax would be 
levied, and fossil fuel lob-
byists were quick to portray 
it as meaningless. But the 
Chinese are deadly seri-
ous about fighting global 
warming, because they are 
really scared.           

A carbon tax, though 
deeply unpopular with the 
fossil fuel industries, is the 
easiest way to change the 
behaviour of the people 
and firms that burn those 
fuels: it just makes burning 
them more costly. And if 
the cost is then returned to 
the consumers of energy 
through lower taxes, then 
it has no overall depressive 
effect on the economy.

The Xinhua news agency 
did not say how big the tax 
in China would be, but it 
pointed to a three-year-old 

A frightened China would be ripe for a carbon tax
proposal by government 
experts that would have 
levied a 10-yuan ($1.60) per 
ton tax on carbon in 2012 
and raised it to 50-yuan 
($8) a ton by 2020. That is 
still far below the $80-per-
ton tax that would really 
shrink China’s greenhouse 
gas emissions drastically, 
but at least it would estab-
lish the principle that the 
polluters must pay.

It’s a principle that has 
little appeal to U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama, who 
has explicitly promised 
not to propose a carbon 
tax. He probably knows 
that it makes sense, but he 
has no intention of com-
mitting political suicide, 
the likely result of mak-
ing such a proposal in the 
United States. But China is 
not suffering from politi-
cal gridlock; if the regime 
wants something to hap-
pen, it can usually make it 
happen.

So why is China getting 
out in front of the parade 
with its planned carbon 
tax? No doubt it gives 
China some leverage in in-
ternational climate change 
negotiations, letting it de-
mand that other countries 
make the same commit-
ment. But why does it care 

so much that those nego-
tiations should succeed? 
Does it know something 
that the rest of us don’t?

Three or four years ago, 
while interviewing the 
head of a think-tank in a 
major country, I was told 
something that has shaped 
my interpretation of Chi-
nese policy ever since. If it 
is true, it explains why the 
Chinese regime is so fright-
ened of climate change.

My informant told me 
that his organization had 
been given a contract by 
the World Bank to figure 
out how much food pro-
duction his country will 
lose when the average glob-
al temperature has risen 
by 2 degrees C (3.5 degrees 
F). (On current trends, 
that will probably happen 
around 25 years from now.) 
Similar contracts had been 
given to think-tanks in all 
the other major countries, 
he said – but the results 
have never been published.

The main impact of cli-
mate change on human 
welfare in the short and 
medium term will be on 
the food supply. The rule 
of thumb the experts use 
is that total world food 
production will drop by 10 
per cent for every degree 

Celsius of warming, but the 
percentage losses will vary 
widely from one country to 
another.

The director told me the 
amount of food his own 
country would lose, which 
was bad enough – and then 
mentioned that China, ac-
cording to the report on 
that country, would lose 
a terrifying 38 per cent 
of its food production at 
+2 degrees C. The reports 
were not circulated, but a 
summary had apparently 
been posted on the Chi-
nese think-tank’s website 
for a few hours by a rogue 
researcher before being 
taken down.

The World Bank has nev-
er published these reports 
or even admitted their 
existence, but it is all too 
plausible that the govern-
ments in question insisted 
that they be kept confiden-
tial. They would not have 
wanted these numbers to 
be made public. And there 
are good reasons to suspect 
that this story is true.

Who would have com-
missioned these contracts? 
The likeliest answer is Sir 
Robert Watson, a British 
scientist who was the di-

DYER | 10

Now that Woolwich has dealt with the elephant in the room, the cities may see an opportunity for some poaching of their own.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Since we're talking about gambling, why not government by lottery?

Only the most parti-
san among us would agree 
we’re well governed: from 
the autocratic financial 
mismanagement in Ottawa 
and the scandal-prone mis-
steps at Queen’s Park right 
on down through regional 
and local governments, 
we’re hardly getting full 
value, let alone anything 
resembling true represen-
tation.

That’s true not just of 
the incumbents – though 
there’s much left to be de-
sired – but a reality of what 
we’ve allowed our form of 
democracy to become.

Complaining about gov-
ernment typically trumps 
discussing the weather as 
the Great Canadian Pas-
time. Would those of us 
with a litany of complaints 
be prepared, however, to  
do something about it? I’m 

thinking in particular of 
reforms that would move 
our democracy closer to 
the form practiced in an-
cient Greece, the founda-
tion upon which resides 
the West’s complex and 
often dysfunctional (see 
America, United States of) 
democratic system.

Instead of elections, we 
could have a form of di-
rect democracy, in which 
every citizen entitled to 
vote would get to have a 
say in how things are run. 
Unworkable? Perhaps, es-
pecially at the federal and 
provincial levels, but more 
probable at the local level 
– Athens, after all, had 
upwards of 60,000 eligible 
participants at one time, 
far more than in the town-
ships. 

Or we could use an al-
lotment system, whereby 
names are drawn in a lot-
tery, something akin to 
jury duty. With a signifi-
cant number of representa-
tives, numbering dozens or 
even hundreds, this would 

be more wieldy than hav-
ing thousands of people 
out to vote on policy – on-
line voting of this magni-
tude is certainly not ready 
for primetime. 

The Greeks saw selection 
by lottery as more demo-
cratic, as it eliminates elec-
tioneering and removes 
money, class, popularity 
(especially important in 
this era of the cult of per-
sonality) and a host of oth-
er issues from the agenda 
in picking leaders. On the 
downside, critics argue, 
you might not get the best 
and brightest out to serve. 
Who, however, would ar-
gue that’s currently the 
case? And, with a large 
enough group, it all evens 
out in the end.

Of course, there are 
issues with essentially 
compelling people to serve 
as politicians: most of us 
are much too busy to even 
pay adequate attention to 
political matters, let alone 
take time out from our 
schedules to serve in gov-

ernment.
The fact that govern-

ment has deteriorated to 
its current state is testa-
ment to what happens 
when we disengage from 
politics, ironically. 

Improving democracy is 
the goal of the “lottocratic” 
system proposed by Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania 
philosophy professor Alex 
Guerrero, who has a first-
hand look at what democ-
racy has devolved to in the 
bitter, cash-fuelled form on 
display south of the border.

In an upcoming book 
called The Lottocratic Al-
ternative he introduces a 
system of government with 
three distinctive features: 
that the legislative func-
tion is fulfilled by many 
different single-issue leg-
islatures (each one focus-
ing just on, for example, 
agriculture, or health care, 
or transportation), rather 
than by a single, generalist 
legislature; that the mem-
bers of these single-issue 
legislatures are chosen by 

random lottery from the 
relevant political jurisdic-
tion; and that the members 
of the single-issue legisla-
tures hear from a variety 
of experts on the relevant 
topic at the beginning of 
the legislative process.  

“This system is modeled 
after the citizens’ assem-
blies that have been used 
to reform electoral law 
in British Columbia, On-
tario, and the Netherlands, 
although the lottocratic 
system eliminates the 
stage during which policies 
chosen by the assembly are 
put to a referendum vote 
and dramatically expands 
the legislative scope,” he 
explains.

While recognizing the 
pitfalls – and lack of po-
litical will for change – he 
says reforms are necessary.

“My main worry is that 
electoral accountability 
has broken down,” says 
Guerrero in a recent in-
terview. “In a lottocratic 
system, where the repre-
sentatives haven’t neces-

sarily sought out power, 
you might get policies that 
are more responsive to the 
people and less distorted 
by powerful special inter-
ests.”

That might be so much 
wishful thinking, even 
here where the politics are 
somewhat less polarized. 
We can’t even manage a 
less drastic shift such as 
proportional representa-
tion, let alone something 
even more democratic.

We shouldn’t give up, 
however. After all, wasn’t 
the whole point of democ-
racy to allow people to lead 
themselves? Removing 
ourselves from monarchies 
and dictatorships – not 
ancient history in the Arab 
world, we should remind 
ourselves – and taking 
that power for ourselves? 
As citizens, aren’t we each 
responsible for ensuring 
democracy flourishes? In-
stead, we’re letting it slip 
away, its roots and purpose 
forgotten. What’s that line 
about forgetting history ...?

How do you feel about Woolwich Township voting in favour to host a casino?

I haven’t decided. Gambling is generally not a 
good idea but could provide jobs. 

 » Joel Walton

It’s bad. A casino attracts gamblers. It will 
make the community poorer not richer.

 » Tomislay Dragosljavic

Two Things: One, they [Woolwich council] 
went against what the public wanted and two, 
I’m for a casino. 

 » Gary Burns

It depends if you are not going to get addicted 
to the gambling. 

 » Noella Roy

It will improve jobs. A lot of people in 
Woolwich don’t have the jobs they should. But 
[a casino] will also attract unwanted attention. 

 » Crystal-Dawn Bauman

"No country that lost almost two-fifths of its food production could avoid huge social and political upheavals." Gwynne Dyer | page 8

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

@ START THE CONVERSATION.
YOUR OPINIONS/COMMENTS ARE WELCOME. WRITE A LETTER.
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEWDYER: Loss of food production 
would bring upheaval to China
CONTINUED FROM | 8

 » Statistics Canada

rector of the Environment 
Department at the World 
Bank at the same time that 
he was the chair of the In-
tergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change.

George W. Bush’s ad-
ministration had Watson 
ousted as chair of the IPCC 
in 2002, but he stayed at 
the World Bank, where he 
is now chief scientist and 
senior advisor on sustain-
able development. (He has 
also been chief scientific 
adviser to the British gov-
ernment’s Department for 
Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs for the past 
six years.)

He would have had 
both the motive and the 
opportunity to put those 
contracts out, but he would 

not have had the clout to 
get the reports published. 
When I asked him about it 
a few years ago, he neither 
confirmed nor denied their 
existence. But if the report 
on China actually said that 
the country will lose 38 per 
cent of its food production 
when the average global 
temperature reaches 2 
degrees C higher, it would 
explain why the regime is 
so scared.

No country that lost al-
most two-fifths of its food 
production could avoid 
huge social and political 
upheavals. No regime that 
was held responsible for 
such a catastrophe would 
survive. If the Chinese 
regime thinks that is what 
awaits it down the road, 
no wonder it is thinking of 
bringing in a carbon tax.

Canadian municipalities issued building permits worth $5.8 billion 
in January, up 1.7% from December. The increase in the residential 
sector more than offset a decrease in the non-residential sector. 
Despite the advance, the total value of building permits has been 
trending downwards since October 2012. 

 » Stompin' Tom Connors, who died Wednesday at 77, in a posthumous message 
posted on his website

It was a long hard bumpy road. But this great country kept me 
inspired with its beauty, character, and spirit, driving me to keep 
marching on and devoted to sing about its people and places that 
make Canada the greatest country in the world.”

 » From the Mar. 9, 2002 edition of the Observer

Private schools in Woolwich got on equal footing with others as 
township council voted March 5 to exempt them from development 
charges. Previously, only public and Catholic schools could avoid 
paying development fees for construction projects on school land.
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“And the band played on” by Colin Dewar
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings fall to Cambridge in six 
in first round of the playoffs
4-0 loss on home ice seals team’s fate as Winter Hawks advance in GOJHL playoffs

WILL SLOAN

KINGS | 13

Gymnasts 
reel in the 
hardware at 
Niagara Falls 
competition

WILL SLOAN

GYMNASTICS | 13

GYMNASTICS/ MEDALS

Soccer club looks to extend its reach in Woolwich
ELENA MAYSTRUK

Before Christmas, 
they sat at the top of the 
GOJHL standings. After 
Christmas, with key play-
ers in the infirmary and a 
young, untested team left 
on the ice, they fell behind. 
In the first two games of 
the playoffs, they were 
neck-in-neck with their op-
ponents. But on Wednes-
day night the Elmira Sugar 
Kings skated off the ice 

The Woolwich Wolf 
Pack is gearing up for an-
other season of soccer with 
the conclusion of registra-
tion a couple of weeks ago. 
The Woolwich Youth Soccer 
Club has also made some 
changes to its lineup for this 
upcoming season that staff 
hope will get more kids into 
the game this year. 

Club president Steve 
Chapman said soccer may 

become more diverse this 
year – at least that’s the 
goal for staff, who want to 
see more kids from all over 
Woolwich Township partici-
pate.

“There’s a stigma with 
Woolwich Youth Soccer that 
it’s only for kids in Elmira 
and St. Jacobs. But we want 
to try and incorporate kids 
from all over the township,” 
said Chapman.

A new U10 girls’ rep 
team and seven extra skill 

practices for house league 
teams prior to the start of 
the regular season are only 
two of the changes meant to 
entice students from all over 
the township and gather 
more team members for rep 
soccer. 

To the same end, mem-
bers are aiming at expand-
ing their playing locations 
this year. If all goes well, 
Chapman said, the club will 
start playing soccer in Mary-
hill for the first time, which 

will hopefully draw more 
kids from the south end of 
the township.

Chapman said these 
changes have been on the 
back burner for quite some 
time, as previous attempts 
by past organizers have 
been unsuccessful. This 
year the club hopes for bet-
ter results.

After some interest ex-
pressed by a number of kids, 
Woolwich Youth Soccer is 
forming a new girls’ U10 rep 

team for kids who want to 
play in a more competitive 
environment. 

Every year the club runs 
about 16 to 18 rep teams and 
has a long-time goal to rep-
resent ages U10 to U18. 

The club hasn’t forgotten 
its house league players, 
creating seven extra practice 
sessions for team members 
who want to practice tech-
niques before the start of the 
season. 

Three practices have al-

ready taken place, with four 
more to go on the Elmira 
District Secondary School 
football field. 

This spring the soccer 
season starts in May. House 
leagues for ages 7-8 and 9-10 
will start on May 6 and run 
for 12 weeks, while Mini 
teams ages 3-4 and 5-6 be-
gin on May 13 with games 
running for 10 weeks. Rural 
league teams ages 11-12 and 
13-14 will start the week of 
May 20 and run for 12 weeks. 

It just goes to show that 
not even blistering cold 
and brutal snowfalls can 
keep the Woolwich Gym-
nastics Club away from 
the ol’ bars and beams. On 
March 2 and 3, the girls 
travelled to Niagara Falls 
to compete in the annual 
Lightning by the Falls Invi-
tational competition. This 
was the first competition 
of the year for most of the 
girls, and judging by how 
many medals they accu-
mulated, the falls certainly 
shed no tears.

For head coach Maria 
Code, competition season 
(lasting roughly January 
to May) is when the many 
hours of hard work pay off. 

“They’ve been train-
ing since September, six 
hours a week,” said Code. 
“They’re there every week, 
throughout Christmas and 
the breaks, getting ready 
for their competitions. 
That’s what they look for-
ward to every year.”

The awards garnered 
last week include: 1st place 
on beam and 3rd on bars 
for Madelyn Halstead; 3rd 
place on bars for Fiona 
Bevan; 2nd place on bars 
for Kara Dietrich; 2nd place 
on vault and 3rd all around 
for Camryn Goodall; 3rd 
place on vault, bars, beam 
and floor for Shawntanna 

and said goodbye to their 
2012-2013 season after 
dropping a 4-0 decision 
and falling in six games 
to the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks in the first round of 
the playoffs.

It may not have turned 
out the way he would have 
liked, but head coach Dean 
DeSilva was full of praise 
for his team after Wednes-
day’s game. 

“I’ve never been around 
a group of young men that 

I’m more proud of,” said 
DeSilva. “Honestly, at the 
start of the year, with us 
being so young, we were 
hoping it would be about a 
.500 hockey club. Had we 
not run into the injuries in 
January that we ran into, 
we were well over that. We 
would have been battling 
for the top team of the 
league.”

But the coach was care-
ful to keep things in per-
spective. “That happens, 

that’s part of the game, 
and these guys just battled 
so hard.”

Down three games to 
two going into Wednes-
day’s game, the Kings 
weren’t able to keep the 
momentum going after the 
previous night’s win. The 
loss ended something of a 
seesaw battle in the play-
offs, along with the team’s 
season.

On Cambridge ice last 
Saturday, the Kings scored 

the first goal of the game, 
with Brodie Whitehead 
(assists: Matt Harding, Rob 
Gohli) burying the puck at 
1:33. Two more goals came 
in the second period, by 
Brady Campbell (Brandon 
Stewart, Jake Weidner) at 
10:25 and Weidner (Cash 
Seraphim) at 12:44. But 
while Cambridge fell be-
hind with one goal in the 
first period and one in the 

The Sugar Kings struggle to keep the puck out of their net on Wednesday night’s playoff game, which they lost 4-0. The Elmira team fell to the Cambridge Winter Hawks 4-2 in the series. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT 
Feb. 28 vs. Burlington
Woolwich: 2  
Burlington: 2
Goals: Dustin Good, Keenan 
Martin
Mar. 2 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 4  
Oakville: 4
Goals: Austin Schnarr x2 Joey 
Martin Cade Beacom 
Assists: Sam Hacock Drew 
Birmingham x2 Joey Martin 
Dustin Good
Mar. 3 vs. Garden City
Woolwich: 2  
Garden: 1
Goals: Dustin Good x2 

Novice: MAJOR A 
Mar. 1 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 2   
Guelph: 6
Goals: Tyler Brezynskie, Carter 
Rollins 
Assists: Ian Speiran
Mar. 2 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 4  
Brampton: 3
Goals: Ian Speiran x2, 
Sebastian Garrett, AJ Shaw-
McMahon 
Assists: Liam Eveleigh x2, 
Carter Rollins, Sebastian Garrett

Novice: LL #2
Feb. 24 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 3  
Paris: 0
Goals: Thomas Hill-Ring, Tanis 
Uhrig, Tristan Kraemer
Assists: Cale Waechter, Adrian 
Kocan
Shutout: John Kilgour
Mar. 3 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 4  
Paris: 0
Goals: Nolan Karger x2, 
Thomas Hill-Ring, Parker Alles
Assists: Nolan Karger
Shutout: John Kilgour

Novice: LL #3
Mar. 2 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 5  
Paris: 2
Goals: Corbin Schmidt x4, 
Coleton Benhmam
Assists: Ben Wilkie, Coleton 
Benham
Mar. 3 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 3  
Paris: 0
Goals: Coleton Benham x2, 
Corbin Schmidt
Assists: Ben Wilkie, Michael 
Gear Turner Duldhardt, David 
Taylor Ethan Murr, Andrew 
Buehler
Shutout: Connor Dingelstad

Novice: LL #4
Mar. 2 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 6  
Plattsville: 0
Goals: Owen Hackert x3, Ryan 
Curtis, Will McDougall x2
Assists: Haiden Idzik, Josh 
Moore, Jon Horst x2, Will 
McDougall x2, Owen Hackert, 
Teagan Cadeau
Shutout: Brennan Catton
Mar. 3 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 4  
Ayr: 3
Goals: Ryan Curtis x3, Owen 

Hackert
Assists: Teagan Cadeau x2, 
Jackson Smith
Mar. 4 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 4  
Ayr: 3
Goals: Owen Hackert, Ryan 
Curtis x2, Nolan Williams
Assists: Jon Horst x2, Nolan 
Williams, Will McDougall

Atom: MAJOR AA 
Mar. 2 vs. Milton
Woolwich: 2  
Milton: 3
Goals: Isiah Katsube, Nathan 
Taylor 
Assists: Brett Allen
Mar. 3 vs. St. Catharine’s 
Woolwich: 0   
St. Catharine’s: 5

Atom: MINOR AA 
Mar. 1 vs. Ancaster
Woolwich: 4  
Ancaster: 0
Goals: Kyler Austin, Cameron 
Leonard, Gavin Roemer, Tyler 
Martin 
Assists: Tyler Martin, Kolin 
Weigel, Gavin Roemer, Alex 
Hutton, Kyler Austin, Evan 
Roth)
Shutout: Brett Strohoff

Atom: AE
Feb. 26 vs. Erin-Hillsburg
Woolwich: 2  
Erin-Hillsburg: 0
Goals: Matt Brubacher x2
Assists: Hunter Weigel
Shutout: James Ormson
Mar. 2 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 4  
Hespeler: 1
Goals: Gavin Wilson, Matt 
Brubacher, Matt Thaler, Grayson 
McGirr
Assists: Grayson McGirr, Nathan 
Snyder x2, Brendan Grant
Mar. 3 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 3  
Arthur: 0
Goals: Grayson McGirr, Conner 
Waters, Tyler Brubacher
Assists: Gavin Wilson, Conner 
Waters, Tyler Newton
Shutout: James Ormson

Atom: LL #1
Mar. 2 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 5  
Paris: 1
Goals: Danny Soehner, 
Matthew Brubacher x3, Mac 
Benham
Assists: Caden Sellars, Mac 
Benham x2, William Carter, Ben 
Fretz x2, Matthew Brubacher

Atom: LL# 3
Mar. 2 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 0  
Twin Center: 5
Mar. 3 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 3  
Paris: 1
Goals: Max Nitsche x2, Nate 
Curtis
Assists: Cameron Martin x2, 
Jesus Flores-Dyck

Atom: LL #2
Mar. 2 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 2  
New Hamburg: 4
Goals: Simon Shantz, Seth 

Horst
Assists: Cameron Malcolm, 
Ryan Shantz

PeeWee: MAJOR A 
Mar. 2 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 3  
Owen Sound: 2
Goals: Cole Altman, Brady 
MacDonald, Riley Runstedler 
Assists: Daniel Carr, Garrett 
Reitzel, Nick Ravelle, Brady 
MacDonald, Evan Gowing
Mar. 3 vs. Brampton 
Woolwich: 6  
Brampton: 2
Goals: Riley Runstedler x 
3, Brady MacDonald, Austin 
Flaherty, Nolan McLaughlin 
Assists: Evan Gowing, Jordan 
Lee x 2, Brady MacDonald x 3, 
Sammy Huber, Cole Altman x 2, 
Daniel Carr, Austin Flaherty
Mar. 4 vs. Georgetown
Woolwich: 3  
Georgetown: 3
Goals: Brady MacDonald, Riley 
Runstedler, Cole Altman
Assists: Sammy Huber, Garrett 
Reitzel, Riley Runstedler

PeeWee: AE
Mar. 1 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 4  
Dundas: 1
Goals: Ben Lenaers, Cade 
Schaus, Owen Lucier, John 
Wang
Assists: Ben Lenaers, Cade 
Schaus x3, Devin Williams, 
Owen Lucier, Matthew 
MacDonald, John Wang
Mar. 2 vs. Acton
Woolwich: 6  
Acton: 1
Goals: Bruce Martin, Ben 
Lenaers, Kyle Bruder, Matthew 
MacDonald x2, Kyle Deyell
Assists: Bruce Martin, Ben 
Lenaers x2, Cade Schaus x2, 
Devin Williams, Owen Lucier, 
Tim Mayberry, John Wang x3
Mar. 3 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 2  
Arthur: 1
Goals: Devin Williams, Kyle 
Bruder
Assists: Cade Schaus, John 

Wang x2 

PeeWee: MINOR AA
Feb. 27 vs. Orangeville
Woolwich: 5  
Orangeville: 0
Goals: Austin Cousineau x2, 
Nolan Hislop x2, Brody Waters
Assists: Justin Taylor, Bart 
Sherrer x2, Eli Baldin, Austin 
Cousineau, Lukas Shantz, Jake 
Code x2, Kurtis Hoover
Shutout: Cyrus Martin
Mar. 3 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 3  
Guelph: 0
Goals: Nolan Hislop, Griffen 
Rollins, Jake Code
Assists: Jake Code x2, Brody 
Waters, Sam Davidson, Griffen 
Rollins
Shutout: Riley Demers
Mar. 4 vs. Orangeville
Woolwich: 1  
Orangeville: 0
Goals: Austin Cousineau
Assists: Justin Taylor
Shutout: Riley Demers

Bantam: AE 
Mar. 1 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 6  
Arthur: 1
Goals: Liam Dickson x4, Nathan 
Schwarz, Blake Doerbecker 
Assists: Benton Weber x2, 
Mathew Uhrig, Luke Charter 
x2, Nathan Schwarz, Connor 
Runstedler x3, Mitchell Rempel 
Mar. 2 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 3  
Dundas: 0
Goals: Luke Charter, Danyal 
Rennie, Daniel Gallant 
Assists: Gareth Rowland, Luke 
Charter, Brett Henry, Nathan 
Schwarz 
Shutout: Dylan Creelman 
Mar. 3 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 3  
Hespeler: 0
Goals: Mathew Uhrig, Danyal 
Rennie, Liam Dickson 
Assists: Danyal Rennie x2, 
Benton Weber, Brett Henry 
Shutout: Connor Duench 

Bantam: LL# 2
Mar. 1 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 1  
Ayr: 1
Goals: Jonathan Martin 
Assists: Matthew Greene
Mar. 4 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 2  
Twin Centre: 1
Goals: Earl Schwartz, Alex 
Metzger 
Assists: Nick Langer

Midget: MINOR A 
Feb. 25 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 4  
Dundas: 2
Goals: Matthew Leger x2 and 
Cole Conlin x2 
Assists: Troy Nechanicky, Alex 
Uttley, Josh Kueneman and 
Nicholas Pavanel
Mar. 2 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 7  
Dundas: 2
Goals: Alex Uttley x3, Scott 
Martin x2, Cole Conlin and 
Matthew Leger 
Assists: Alex Uttley x3, Ryley 
Cribbin x2, Luke Brown, Josh 
Kueneman, Daniel Kauth and 
Scott Martin
Mar. 3 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 4  
Dundas: 2
Goals: Josh Kueneman, 
Alex Uttley, Luke Brown and 
Nicholas Pavanel 
Assists: Alex Uttley, Eddie 
Hubber, Matthew Lalonde and 
Josh Kueneman

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL 7108
Mar. 2 vs. Kitchener
Woolwich: 2  
Kitchener: 0
Goals: Paige Woods, Ayla 
Brubacher 
Assists: Annie Sargent, Claire 
Jacklin, Kayla Shantz, Avery 
Leech
Shutout: Sophia Hanley 

PeeWee: LL
Mar. 2 vs. Stratford
Woolwich: 2  

Stratford: 1
Goals: Jenna Duimering x3
Mar. 4 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 0  
Waterloo: 1

Bantam: BB 
Feb. 27 vs.Waterloo
Woolwich: 2  
Waterloo: 1
Goals: Emily Willms, Rachel 
Weber 
Assists: Meghan Martin, Megan 
Lair, Megan Chapman
Mar. 1 vs. Cambridge
Woolwich: 2  
Cambridge: 0
Goals: Rachel Weber, Emily 
Willms 
Assists: Megan Chapman
Shutout: Meg Harron 
Mar. 3 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 3  
Waterloo: 0
Goals: Rachel Weber x2, Emily 
Willms 
Assists: Megan Chapman x2
Shutout: Megan Harron 

Bantam: LL 7109
Feb. 23 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 0  
Twin Center: 0
Shutout: Lindsay Glofcheskie 
Feb. 24 vs. Kitchener
Woolwich: 2  
Kitchener: 2
Goals: Briana Kuchma, Amanda 
Flieschmann
Mar. 4 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 3  
Twin Center: 3
Goals: Briana Kuchma x2, 
Karli Keen
Assists: Jessica Schopp, 
Amanda Fleischmann

Midget: B
Feb. 27 vs. Mount Forest
Woolwich: 1  
Mount Forest: 1
Goals: Lindsay Bauman
Assists: Tori Martin
Mar. 2 vs. Kitchener
Woolwich: 2  
Kitchener: 1

Goals: Randi Paul, Claire Hanley
Assists: Jennifer Norris
Mar. 3 vs. Mount Forest
Woolwich: 1  
Mount Forest: 0
Goals: Lindsay Bauman
Shutout: Lauren Lesage

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

Novice: C
Durham West Tournament

Durham, ON|Feb. 15-17
Game 1 vs. Gloucester
Woolwich: 0  
Gloucester: 1
Game 2 vs. Lambeth
Woolwich: 5  
Lambeth:  1
Goals: Haylee Clemmer, Josie 
Brown x2, Amy Dueck, Taylor 
Schmitt 
Assists: Haylee Clemmer x2, 
Madison Savage x2, Avery 
Leech, Carly Bauman, Josie 
Brown, Amy Dueck
Game 3 vs. Brampton 
Woolwich: 5  
Brampton: 1
Goals: Haylee Clemmer x5 
Assists: Payton Ravelle, Teesha 
Weber, Taylor Schmitt, Amy 
Dueck
Game 4 vs. Lambeth 
Goals: Haylee Clemmer x2, 
Payton Ravelle, Annabel 
Musselman 
Assists: Teesha Weber, Taylor 
Schmitt, Haylee Clemmer, 
Brooke Rempel, Annabel 
Musselman
Game 5 vs. Gloucester
Woolwich: 0  
Gloucester: 2

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

Novice: LL #1
Feb. 17 vs. LL #2
LL1: 2 
LL2: 7
Goals: Andrew Rouble, 
Cameron Butler
Assists: Hayden Foster
Mar. 2 vs. Twin Centre
Twin Centre: 2  
Woolwich: 4
Goals: Andrew Rouble, Charlie 
Birell

Assists: Hayden Foster

Novice: LL #2
Mar. 2 vs. Paris 
Twin Centre: 6 
Paris: 2
Goals: Braydon Skipper x2, 
Thomas Eggert x2, Owen 
Vanderspiegel, Jaxsen Lubbers 
Assists: Nolan Straus, x2 
Braydon Skipper x2, Thomas 
Eggert

Atom: LL #1
Mar. 2 vs. Twin Centre
Twin Centre: 5  
Woolwich: 0
Goals: Ben Bauer x2, Connall 
Gillett x2, Dawson Stevenson
Assists: Christopher Jones, 
Ben Bauer
Shutouts: Tyler Rose, Jonathan 
Gervais
Mar. 3 vs. Embro
Twin Centre: 2  
Embro: 1
Goals: Ben Bauer x2

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Intermediate: LL
Mar. 3 vs. Stratford
Twin Centre: 3  
Stratford: 2
Goals: Shannon Lorentz, 
Brittany Wagner, Holly Lorentz
Assists: Trish Pauser, Kim Finn, 
Emilly Detzler

Bantam: LL 
Mar. 3 vs. Woolwich
Twin Centre:  3
 Woolwich:  3
Goals: Melanie Barnard x2, 
Leah Sebben
Assists: Jessica Harnach, 
Hannah Charlton, Haley Burton
 

Midget: B
Feb. 25 vs. Milverton
Twin Centre: 2  
Milverton: 3
 Goals: Cassidy Pearce, Becky 
Jantzi
Assists: Carly Bender, Jillian 
Sebben, Autumn Hergott

ST. CLEMENTS U16 RINGETTE TEAM VICTORIOUS IN NIAGARA FALLS

The St. Clements U16 Regional Team came home undefeated from the Niagara Falls Ringette Tournament last weekend, tying the first two games, winning the third and winning 8-1 in the championship game 
against Newmarket. Front row: Emma Schultz, Emily Green. Second row: Maddy Bowman, Lauren Crawford. Back row: Asst. coach Lisa Carere, Asst. coach Laura Schultz, Trinda Crawford, Lauren Horst, Sarah 
Wetteskind, Kylee Barless, Rachel Carere, coach Lee Brubacher, trainer Darryl Green.  [SUBMITTED]

THE SCORE | MINOR SPORT RESULTS
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Front row: Camryn Goodall, Julia Code, Madelyn Halstead, Trinity Barnes. Second row: Fiona Bevan, Sylvia Horst, Kara Dietrich, Audrey Parker, Hannah Simpson, Alison Saulesleja, and 
Shawntanna Atkinson. Third row: Kayla Frey, Natalie Mayer and Courtney Gidge. Missing: Julia Ersil.   [SUBMITTED]

NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN / STEVE GALEA

OPEN
COUNTRY

There ought to be some kind of backlash against recoil reduction

One of my jobs this week 
is to analyze firearms trends 
in hunting rifles and shot-
guns. After doing all this 
fascinating research, I get 
to write about my findings 
for the outdoors magazine I 
work for. It’s a tough job but 
someone has to do it.

There are a lot of great 
innovations coming along 
but the biggest trend that 
has struck me over the 
last few years is the push – 
which is maybe the wrong 
word – towards recoil reduc-

tion. There isn’t a firearms 
manufacturer out there who 
is not trying to outdo the 
other when it comes to this. 
I guess it must be an issue.

Some manufacturers 
claim 80 per cent reductions 
in felt recoil, some claim 30 
per cent reductions, but the 
point is, if this continues, 
the sweet shoulder-punch-
ing pain of recoil will soon 
be a thing of the past.

That’s kind of sad, be-
cause I always thought recoil 
was God’s way of saying 
that you should never take 
shooting lightly. There just 
seemed to be a little justice 
in it, especially since you 
only notice recoil when you 
miss. 

Besides, who ever 
thought that shooting a fire-
arm should be comfortable?

These days, however, it 
seems that this is what we 
are going for.

I am old enough to 
remember shooting high-
powered military rifles that 
had metal butt plates – and 
we did this for fun?

Shooting high caliber 
rifles and 12-gauge shot-
guns was one of those rug-
ged activities we took pride 
in. 

Heck, the military justi-
fied the metal butt plates 
because they were useful in 
hand-to-hand combat. But 
now I suspect that getting 
hit in the face by the butt 

plate of a modern rifle, with 
its efficient recoil pads, 
would almost be comforting 
– kind of like the sensation 
you get in a pillow fight.

I see where firearms 
manufacturers are going 
with all this. They’re trying 
to make shooting so easy 
that it becomes like a day at 
the spa. 

I can just imagine shoot-
ers in 10 years or so.

“How’s it going, Joe?” 
one would begin.

“Not bad, Pat, but I’ve got 
this kink in my neck,” he’d 
answer.

“You should try shooting 
my elephant rifle.”

“Really? What about the 
recoil?”

“Recoil? Ha! They elimi-
nated the shoulder break-
ing, retina-detaching recoil 
of elephant rifles long ago. 
Now, when you shoot one, 
it’s like getting a massage 
by a team of light-fingered 
elfish princesses. Here, try a 
shot or two.”

A few minutes later, after 
Joe shoots two rounds, he’s 
on the phone to his mas-
sage therapist telling her 
he no longer requires her 
services.

All this is great of course. 
No one really likes recoil. 
But at the same time I think 
that recoil had its place in 
hunting and conservation. 
If you came back from a 
duck hunt with a black and 

blue shoulder, you’d prob-
ably choose your shots a bit 
more carefully next time 
out. 

Sadly, modern shooters 
are going to miss out on all 
the stories of how shooting 
a slug gun from a bench 
rest knocked the glasses 
off of so-and-so. And if this 
continues, scope eye, which 
is what happens when you 
get too close to a rifle scope 
before shooting a high 
powered rifle, will soon be 
something you’ll only hear 
about rather than enjoy on 
a careless friend.

All this, I’ll grudgingly 
admit, is good. But it’s also 
too bad – I used to get a kick 
out of recoil.

Atkinson; 3rd place on floor 
for Alison Saulesleja; 1st 
place on beam for Natalie 
Mayer; 3rd place on bars 
and all around for Kayla 
Frey; 2nd place on vault for 
Trinity Barnes, and 1st on 
vault and beam for Julia 
Code.

And, in case that wasn’t 
enough hardware, the Level 
3 team walked away with a 
2nd place team award.

That’s plenty of work 
for girls ranging from ages 
7 to 14. Are they easy to 
work with? “They’re girls,” 
laughed Code. “They’re a 
lot of fun to work with. We 
have our days, but they 
try hard, they work hard, 
they’re focused when 
they’re in the gym and 
they’re a great bunch of 
girls.”

Aside from its obvious 
recreational pleasures, 
the sport offers plenty of 
practical benefits to the up-
and-coming grade-school 
athlete. 

“Gymnastics is a huge 
foundational sport. It 
works on your strength, it 
works on your balance, it 
works on your coordina-
tion, and grows motor 
skills.”

She continued, “So many 
kids do it at such a young 
age because it helps them 
develop into other sports 
as well. They can always be 
stronger and more flexible, 
and that’s beneficial for any 
sport, not just gymnastics.”

For the Woolwich Gym-
nastics Club, the next stop 
is Orangeville, where they 
will hit the beams for a 
competition April 26-27.

second, a three-goal surge 
in the third period gave 
the Hawks a decisive 5-3 
victory.

Back on home ice on 
Sunday night, the Kings 
failed to feel the home-
town advantage. Both of 
the home team’s goals 
came from Weidner (each 
time assisted by Stewart 
and Campbell), scoring at 
14:22 in the first period and 
17:26 in the second. But af-
ter a slow start, the Hawks 
came on strong, scoring 
twice in the second period 
and twice in the third, and 
raising the score to 4-2.

Frustratingly for the 
Kings, the Elmira team 
dramatically out-shot their 
Cambridge rivals on Sun-
day, with 54 shots on net 
versus Cambridge’s 37.

A glimmer of hope ar-
rived in Cambridge on 
Tuesday night, when 

the Kings turned things 
around for long enough 
to administer a 5-1 beat-
ing to their rivals. Three 
goals in rapid succession 
in the first period set the 
tone: Weidner (Campbell) 
at 10:11, Cass Frey (Matt 
Harding) at 12:08, and 
Campbell (Weidner) at 
13:41. The Hawks scored 
their first and only goal 43 
seconds into the second 
period, but Campbell (Wei-
dner) countered at 14:24, 
and Frey (Brodie White-
head) scored one last goal 
at 17:53 in the third period 
– on an empty net, to add 
insult to injury.

But it all fell apart on 
home ice on Wednesday, 
in a loss that was practi-
cally the mirror image of 
Tuesday night’s victory. In 
the first period, the Win-
ter Hawks started strong, 
landing three goals and 
establishing a daunting 

GYMNASTICS: Medals abound as local girls put on a strong showing in Niagara Falls

KINGS: After getting off to a good start, team was never able to recover from a long string of injuries

FROM | 11

FROM | 11
lead before the Olympia 
was even warmed up. By 
the end of the second pe-
riod, the score had risen to 
4-0 for the visitors.

The Kings fought hard 
for a late rally, but by the 
time the audience at the 
Woolwich Memorial Cen-
tre rose to give the depart-
ing teams a standing ova-
tion, nobody had changed 
the score.

“It’s tough getting that 
far down, it’s tough get-
ting down that early,” said 
DeSilva. “But that’s part 
of the game. Cambridge is 
a very good hockey club; 
they’ve got a lot of depth, 
and we just couldn’t com-
pete with that depth in the 
series right now.”

Looking ahead to 2013-
2014, DeSilva sees some 
areas where the coaching 
staff could improve. 

“We pushed these guys 
very, very hard. But I think 

that rather than trying to 
throw too much at them, it 
should be ‘less is more.’ By 
that, I mean: let’s get very, 
very good at certain areas, 
and focus on that through-
out the year.”

But for the most part, 
DeSilva ended the sea-
son with praise for his 
young team. “When I see 
guys like Jake Weidner 
and Brady Campbell and 
Brandon Stewart – three 
20-year-olds that were in 
the lineup tonight – bat-
tling hard and blocking 
shots and giving every-
thing they had, that’s just 
incredible,” said DeSilva.

“Dave Lock, the assis-
tant coach, said to them 
in the room: ‘Guys, if you 
gave your all, you’ve got 
nothing to hang your head 
about’ … All we ask of the 
players is: come to the 
rink, work hard, and give 
your all.”

Elmira Sugar King Steven Jakiela shows some signs of frustration during Wednesday 
night’s game against the Winter Hawks. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

NEW BUSINESS / MAN’S BEST FRIEND

Taking delight in what she does

While the rest of us are 
trying to figure out how to 
handle the last vestiges of 
winter, farmers have their 
sights fixed on spring – not 
only on what they’ll plant, 
but how they’ll handle the 
pests such as weeds and in-
sects that reduce their pro-
duction and their income.

When it comes to weeds, 
traditionally, they pulled 
them by hand. Then came 
the hoe, followed by other 
mechanical means. Broad 
range pesticides were de-
veloped, followed by nar-
rowly targeted, highly ef-
fective pesticides. Finally, 
in the drive to use as target-
ed and as little pesticide as 
possible, crops were engi-
neered starting back in the 
1990s to survive pesticides 
that would kill weeds.

One of the most popular 
pesticides is a herbicide 
called glyphosate, popu-
larly sold as RoundUp, a 
Monsanto product. 

It’s popular because it’s 
so effective against weeds. 
And that led to a great deal 
of use by farmers. For ex-
ample, the soybean plants 
that can tolerate it are 
among Ontario’s most pop-
ular crops. So, it gets used a 
lot, not only in Ontario, but 
throughout the continent.

Resistant 
weeds leave 
farmers 
with their 
hands full

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 15

Owner of Bloomingdale’s Delightful Dogs takes a holistic approach to working with your pets

DOGS | 15

VENTURE
PROFILE

BUSINESS: Delightful Dogs

LOCATION: 792 Sawmill Rd., 
Bloomingdale

PHONE: 519-342-9176

OWNER: Sylvia Gottschalk

Whether sparked by 
weariness from high-
volume barking, a bloody 
run-in with a Doberman’s 
teeth, or even one too 
many viewings of the mov-
ie Cujo, plenty of humans 
have the ire to regard their 
nearest man’s-best-friend 
as a “bad dog!” Sylvia 
Gottschalk, owner of the 
Bloomingdale-based train-
ing and grooming facility 
Delightful Dogs, sees such 
thinking as barking up the 
wrong tree.

“Most behaviour prob-
lems are fear-based,” said 
Gottschalk. “There’s lack 
of training, lack of social-
ization, whatever, but let’s 
say 97 per cent of all dog 
bites are fear-based.”

She continued, “People 
often say, ‘How can I stop 
my dog from barking?’ I 
say, ‘Why is your dog bark-
ing?’ ‘Well, what does it 
matter, how can I stop it?’ I 
tell them, ‘Barking is actu-
ally an outcome of another 
behaviour.’ Dogs will bark 
because they’re trying 
to get your attention, are 
afraid, are territorial, alert, 
attention-getting … I have 
to know what is going on.”

At Delightful Dogs, Gott-
schalk’s training classes 
centre on teaching dogs 
good behaviour through 
friendly connections, in-
cluding hand signals, voice 
commands, and rewards. 
Her small classes, arranged 
by appointment only, are 
designed to discourage 
physical punishment.

“My big theory with 
dogs is, if they don’t know 
what’s expected of them, 

it’s up to you to teach 
them,” said Gottschalk. 
“But unfortunately, there’s 
still a lot of old-school 
thinking and old-school 
training.

“Unfortunately, we live 
in a society where every-
one wants a quick fix, and 
I try to explain that quick 
fixes always come with a 
risk. For example: I could 
get you into a chair by 
shoving you in there. Got 
you sittin’ there pretty 
quick, but look at the re-
sult: you have no respect 
for me, you don’t trust 
me.”

Shaking up old-school 
paradigms has been one 
of Gottschalk’s key moti-
vations since she began 
teaching classes in 1999. 

“I went to classes with 
my dogs, and I didn’t feel 
right about what they were 
doing in those classes,” she 
remembered. “They were 
using more of the older 
techniques of training – 
punishment-based. I kept 
looking for better ways.”

For the first few years, 
Gottschalk balanced her 
canine counselling with a 
day-job as an accountant, 
and as her training career 

grew more successful, 
she embraced it full-time. 
“Having a business back-
ground has definitely 
helped me in my own busi-
ness, but something was 
always missing,” she re-
membered. “I felt like I was 
going to work, sitting at a 
desk, and then I would go 
home and my heart would 
skip a beat just walking 
through the door to see my 
dogs.”

While Gottschalk leased 
facilities in Kitchener, she 
spent seven years search-
ing for a permanent site 
that would be centrally-

located, but also not stuck 
in an industrial zone. After 
much searching and bylaw 
wrangling, her new loca-
tion at 792 Sawmill Rd. was 
built from the ground up 

WILL SLOAN
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TUESDAY - MARCH 12
10:00AM - 3:00PM

519-669-1561
6805 Line 86 W. - Elmira

VISIT US AT www.stoltzsales.com

The Day You’ve Been Waiting ForThe Day You’ve Been Waiting For

Pancakes - Door Prizes - Popcorn - Parts SpecialsPancakes - Door Prizes - Popcorn - Parts Specials
Instant Draws - New CASE IH TractorsInstant Draws - New CASE IH Tractors

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYCUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYCUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY

*Help Stoltz’s support the local Food Bank. Non-perishable donations welcome.

Sylvia Gottschalk opened the doors of her Bloomingdale dog-training business in January, after a seven-year search for the right facility.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Despite its effective-
ness, though, eventually 
weeds too become tolerant, 
and resist treatment. This 
phenomenon may start 
with just a weed or two, but 
weeds being weeds, this 
tolerant population multi-
plies and spreads. 

Ultimately, farmers end 
up with weeds they can no 
longer control with the in-

in a whirlwind few months 
between September and 
December. Classes began 
January 8. “It still hasn’t 
quite sunk in yet,” she 
laughed.

In addition to the class-
es, Delightful Dogs offers a 
grooming service (also by 
appointment only), and a 
retail section. More than 
anything, she hopes the 
business will provide a 
learning tool to help those 
facing the challenges of pet 
ownership. An unfortunate 
reality is that Woolwich is a 
popular rural area for frus-
trated owners to abandon 
their dogs. While many of 
us flirt with the idea of a 
four-legged friend to keep 

us company while jogging, 
Rocky-style, how many of 
us are ready for the reality 
of tending to another mem-
ber of the household?

“When owners call me 
up and ask me all kinds of 
questions about the pro-
gram, I have to interrupt 
and say, ‘I’m so proud of 
you. You’re doing the re-
search,’” said Gottschalk. “I 
had a client, his dog wasn’t 
even born yet – he was 
already researching breed-
ers, vets, trainers.

“I wish more people 
would. It’s not a fad, it’s 
not a disposable piece of 
furniture – it’s a lifelong 
commitment.

“People say to me, 
What’s more important 

– breeding, training or 
environment? I go, ‘All of 
them.’ Because if you screw 
up one, you can screw up 
the other two. You can have 

a dog in a wonderful home 
with all kinds of training, 
but if it comes from poor 
breeding, you’re limited.”

tended herbicide.
This problem has now 

come to the fore. 
The results of a new 

herbicide resistance poll 
involving 500 eastern and 
western Canada farmers, 
conducted by Ipsos Reid 
on behalf of BASF Canada 
Inc., shows a disturbing 
pattern. 

The poll results, released 
this week, show more 
farmers (43 per cent, up 

six points since the last 
survey) suspect they have 
weeds, such as kochia, Can-
ada fleabane and common 
and giant ragweed, that are 
resistant to herbicides.

The poll also showed 
more Canadian farmers (63 
per cent, up seven points 
from last poll) believe 
weeds in their fields are 
getting tougher to control. 

There are a couple of 
ways to look at this. The 

first and most important is 
that there’s a problem. 

However, if there’s any 
silver lining here, it’s that 
farmers are becoming 
more aware of the problem. 
Nearly half the farmers 
polled by Ipsos Reid say 
they know glyphosate 
alone is no longer an ef-
fective weed treatment. 
They know what’s called 
single modes of action – 
even effective ones, such 

as glyphosate – promote 
resistance.

And the industry is bang-
ing the drum at every op-
portunity to reinforce bet-
ter management strategies 
to try to rein in herbicide 
resistance. Among other 
things, sales reps, plant 
scientists and herbicide 
brand managers urge farm-
ers to rotate their crops and 
their herbicide chemistry 
groups, so the same crops 
and the same pesticides 
aren’t repeatedly used in 
the same field.

The message, though, is 
taking a while to sink in. 
The Ipsos Reid poll showed 
fewer Canadian growers (67 
per cent, down 10 points) 
“strongly agree” that they 
are using herbicides from 

more than one group to 
manage their weeds. 

They’re doing so, even 
though they know a single 
mode can lead to resis-
tance.

Organic farmers say they 
have an alternative – that 
is, no pesticides or herbi-
cides. That’s a unique and 
challenging management 
approach in itself. And it 
won’t feed the world, but 
to a society fixated on local 
food, it can be an attractive 
option. 

The conventional farm 
sector needs to work hard 
to get its message across 
that food grown with mod-
ern methods is still safe 
and nutritious, even when 
problems such as herbicide 
resistance crop up.

ROBERTS: Industry’s aware that it needs a new strategy for dealing with destructive weeds

DOGS: Making an informed decision the best way to go
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VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

    

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2011 Chrysler 200 Limited
3.6L Auto Trany. Power Sunroof, Remote Start, U connect 
Touch Screen Stereo, 18' Rims, 40 Gig Hard Drive Radio, 
Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless Entry, Fog 
Lamps, Auto Headlamps, Dual Exhaust, Temp/Compass, 
and much more. Color Red, 41,600km 18,900 D#11616 

2010 Grand Caravan SXT+
3.3L Auto Trany. Power Sliding Doors and Lift Gate, 
Remote Start, Rear Air and Heat, Power Window 
Group Rear, Stow and Go Seating, Fog Lamps, 17' 
Rims, Trip Computer with Temp and Compass, and 
much more. Color Red 68,679km $18,900 D#11615

2010 Journey R/T
3.5L Auto Trany.  Navigation System, Power 
Sunroof, DVD Entertainment, Leather, Heated 
Seats, Power, Windows/Locks/Mirrors, 19 rims, 
New Tires, And Much More. Black in Colour, 
76,540km $20,900 D#11419 

142
@ 5.99%
84mths

$128
@ 5.99%
84mths

$

  

  

2007 Sebring LTD
2.7L Auto Trany. Sunroof, Leather Heated Seats, Dual 
Exhaust, Chrome Rims, Power Seats, Auto Headlamps, 
Tilt/Cruise, Fog Lamps, Power Windows/Locks/ 
Mirrors, Keyless Entry, A/C, Front and Side Air Bags and 
More. Color White Gold, 49,059km $13,900 D#11614 

107
72mths
@5.99%

$

2009 Grand Caravan
3.3L V6 Auto Trany, Stow and Go Second and Third 
Row Seating, A/C, Heated Mirrors, Tilt/Cruise, 
Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless Entry, Nice 
One Owner Van, Finished in Red, 122,458km 
$10,900 D#11491

  

2003 Ram 1500
4.7L Auto Trany. Regular Cab, 8 Foot Box, Air 
Conditioning, Bench Seat, Trailer Tow Group, Box 
Liner, Anti Spin Differential, Very Good Condition. 
Finished in White 139,850km

2008 Caliber SXT
2.0L Auto Trany. Power Sunroof, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless Entry, Aluminum 
Wheels, Tilt/Cruise, Fog Lamps, Air Bags Front and 
Side, Tinted Windows, One Owner Serviced Here, 
Color Silver, 60,254km $11,900, D#11617

106
@ 5.99%
60mths

$

87
@6.99%
72mths

$

2006 Caravan
3.3L V6 Auto Trany. DVD Entertainment System, 
Rear Bucket Seats, Power Windows/Locks/Mirrors. 
Keyless Entry, Power Quarter Vented Windows, 
AC, Tilt/Cruise, Sunscreen Glass, In Excellent 
Shape, LOW KMS. Colour Blue, 51,985km's

2006 Ram 1500 Quad Cab Sport 4X4
5.7L Auto, Custom Dual Exhaust, Factory Hood Scoop, 20' 
Chrome Rims, Chrome Side Steps, Power 
Windows/Locks/Mirrors, Keyless Entry, Tilt/Cruise, Power 
Seat, Fog Lamps. One owner, New Tires And new Brakes. 
90,898km Black, $16,900, D#11549

189
b/w 48mths

@6.99%

$

2010 300 Limited AWD
3.5 L Auto. All Wheel Drive System, Leather Heated Seats, Power 
Sunroof, Uconnect Hands Free, Remote Start, Rain Sensitive 
Wipers, Upgraded Stereo, And So Much More. Bought and 
Serviced Here. Only 39,878km, Cool Vanilla in Color, $20,900 
D#11548

160
b/w 72mths

@5.99%

$

145
@ 5.99%
72mths

$ $6900

$8900

WELLESLEY SOCCER
ONLINE REGISTRATION:

www.wellesleysoccerleague.org

Sylvia Gottschalk shares a tender moment with Mishka, her Siberian Husky. 
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Getting a chance to polish his Diamond
Elmira accountant-turned-performer hits the stage as Neil Diamond in tribute show at the Commercial Tavern

WILL SLOAN

Since releasing his 
first album in 1962, and 
selling somewhere in the 
area of 125 million records 
since, Neil Diamond has 
generated more than a few 
popular songs. But for El-
mira-based Neil Diamond 
tribute artist Mark Thom-
as, the task of assembling 
a Diamond playlist always 
begins in the same place.

“The big one that you 
have to do every show – 
and I enjoy the song – is 
‘Sweet Caroline,’” said 
Thomas, referring to 
that timeless number 
about when good times 
never seemed so good, and 
spring became the summer 
and who’d have believed 
you’d come along?

“But if I’m doing a 
Legends-type show where 
there are three or four art-
ists and I have to do 20 
minutes, my song list will 
consist of a couple from 
The Jazz Singer, like ‘Amer-
ica’ and ‘Hello Again.’ 
And then, ‘Forever in Blue 
Jeans,’ ‘Cracklin’ Rosie,’ 
‘Solitary Man,’ ‘Cherry 
Cherry’ … there’s a bunch 
like that that are kind of 
standards.”

All these and more will 
be performed at “Neil Dia-
mond: The Greatest Hits 
Tribute,” Thomas’ touring 
show that drops by Maryhi-
ll on March 17. Elvis imper-

sonators and Michael Jack-
son mimics are a dime a 
dozen, but Thomas (whose 
website cheekily calls him 
“Almost Neil”) has toured 
through North America 
and even Europe as one of 
the few top tribute artists 
to the solitary man.

Being a professional Neil 
Diamond tribute artist 
was not a lifestyle the late-
blooming entertainer had 
anticipated. For 25 years, 
Thomas worked full-time 
as a corporate accountant, 
much of that spent as di-

rector of finance for Maple 
Leaf Foods in Mississauga. 
Thomas had been a Neil 
Diamond fan since the 
1980 release of The Jazz 
Singer, but only discovered 
he could nail the voice 
about 10 years ago, and 
only worked up the cour-
age to perform in 2007.

“In 2009, we had a big 
downsizing with the com-
pany,” Thomas remem-
bered. “I had some time to 
reflect on things, and my 
wife and I said, ‘Y’know, 
let’s give this a try and see 

what happens, because 
with your accounting skills 
you can still do that on the 
side.’

“So I’m doing both right 
now: I’m doing a little bit of 
finance work, and pursu-
ing this dream.”

Not everybody’s on-
the-job training involves 
careful study of Neil Dia-
mond concert and music 
videos, but Thomas has 
spent much time nailing 
the mannerisms and stage 
presence of his subject. At 
times, he has even been 

able to study up close.
“I was fortunate enough 

in the last two years to go 
to four of his concerts,” 
said Thomas. “I went over 
two years ago to Ireland to 
see him, and last year I was 
able to get to London, De-
troit and Las Vegas.

“I was kind of able to go 
to school and go to a con-
cert at the same time.”

Over the years, Diamond 
has drifted in and out of 
fashion, but his profile 
has been higher in recent 
years than it has been in 

quite some time. His 2008 
primetime TV special gar-
nered 13 million viewers, 
and 2010 saw the release of 
his well-received album of 
rock standards, Dreams. In 
2010, he was nominated to 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame; in 2011, he received 
a Kennedy Center Honor; 
and last year, after an in-
explicably long wait, his 
name was finally added 
to the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame.

Diamond’s ongoing 
renaissance has helped 
inform the evolution 
of Thomas’ act. “I grew 
my hair, so I was a 45-, 
48-year-old guy trying 
to look like a 25-year-old 
Neil Diamond,” Thomas 
remembered. “Just didn’t 
work.”

He continued, “So I had 
one promoter say, ‘You 
know what? Cut your hair 
short and try to portray 
the fellow that we all know 
now. And with Neil being 
in the spotlight in the last 
five years, a lot of people 
now identify Neil with the 
short hair.”

Thomas will be gracing 
the stage at the Commer-
cial Tavern in Maryhill – 
colourful beaded shirts and 
all – for “Neil Diamond: 
The Greatest Hits Tribute” 
at 3 p.m. on March 17. Tick-
ets are $15, and can be re-
served by calling the tavern 
at 519-648-3644.

When the financial crisis put his accounting career in flux, late-blooming entertainer Mark Thomas went from bookkeeper to Jazz Singer with his travelling Neil Diamond tribute show. 
[SUBMITTED]
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
THURSDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FOR RENT

AUCTION HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

#1 IN THE REGION

100% LOCAL

HELP WANTED

2 FULLTIME POSITIONS 
available in Packaging/Cus-
tomer Service .- 1 day shift , 
1 afternoon shift. Apply with 
resume to: Stemmler’s, 3031 
Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg.

SKILLED SELF STARTING 
employees needed imme-
diately for multiple tasks, 
agriculture based business. 
Will train. Call 519-272-5348 
to set up an interview. 

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED ADMINISTRA-
TIVE ASSISTANT Required 
CanTRA, a national charity 
located at the North end of 
Guelph, is seeking a mature 
individual for a part time 
position (24 hrs/wk), starting 
with a six month contract. 
Duties include general 
office work such as phone, 
e-mail, mail as well as other 
administrative tasks. The 
ideal applicant will have a 
minimum of 5 years previ-
ous administrative experi-
ence, be very proficient 
with a computer and have 
excellent organizational 
skills. Apply with resume to  
ctra2@golden.net

FOR SALE

FREEZER - 22 cu. ft. Good 
condition. 519-669-3798 ask 
for Joe.

SAMSUNG GALAXY SIII cell 
phone in excellent condition. 
New Aug. ‘12. Used very little. 
$350. Phone 519-591-8571.

THE PAMPERED CHEF Spe-
cialty Kitchen Products. Excit-
ing new products coming for 
Spring! Call Denise Martin 
519-669-2312 or email  
dfmartin2009@live.com

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Raised 
bungalow on spacious lot, 
household effects, antiques 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 194 Asmus St. 
in New Hamburg (Peel St., 
east on Boullee to Asmus), 
for Marg Zoeller, on Sat-
urday, March 23rd @ 11:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

WED. MARCH 27 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of household effects; fur-
niture; antiques; tools; and 
miscellaneous items to be 
held at the St. Jacob’s Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for a Waterloo estate. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FRI MARCH 29 at 4:00 PM - 
Auction sale of approx 350 
toys and literature including 
farm toys; Tonka; London 
toy; Buddy L; Structo; 
Nylint; Supertest; Home 
Hardware; Canadian Tire; 
quantity of farm literature 
and calenders; and other 
collectables; for Gloria and 
the Late Wayne Bowman 
of Listowel. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com 

WANTED

WANTED - SMALL Wardrobe. 
519-664-1471.

AUTOMOTIVE

2005 DODGE DAKOTA, 
171,500 kilometers, 
black, power features, 
excellent condition, 
asking price $8700.  
519-502-6447.

RENTALS

ELMIRA - 2 Bedroom town-
house. Please, no smoking, 
no pets. $879 plus utilities. 
Suitable for quiet tenants. 
Call 519-743-7479. One 
parking space included.

COMING 
EVENTS

COME MEET THE Easter 
Bunny at the Spring Craft 
and Gift Show. Lions Hall 
- 40 South Street West 
Elmira. March 17 11-3 p.m. 
Easter Bunny will be onsite 
from 11:30 - 1:30 p.m. Don’t 
forget your camera. Over 40 
talented vendors with all 
your gift giving needs. Door 
prizes, free admission.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER, CLEAN OUT 
YOUR GARAGE WITH AN AD IN THE OBSERVER. 

$7.50 FOR 20 WORDS! 

SPRING CLEANING.

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
move into a beautiful senior building 
in Elmira. 1 Bedroom apartments, 
close to church, shopping and bus 
routes. No parking available. Please 
call 519-575-4800, ext. 1224 for more 
information. 

FOR RENT

FOR LOCAL & LONG 
DISTANCE LIVESTOCK   

Competitive wages & benefits.

Please contact:
Gary@thurtransport.com or 

Call 519-577-2072 (cell) 
          519-669-3991 (office)

AZ & DZ DRIVERS NEEDED

CLEARING 
AUCTION SALE

 
Of property on an approx half acre; 

riding lawnmower; lawn and garden 
equipment; household effects; antiques; 
and miscellaneous items to be held at 14 
Seaton Cres in Bloomingdale for Richard 

Weiland on: 

 SATURDAY APRIL 13 AT 10:00 AM

  PROPERTY:  consisting of a spacious  red 
brick, 2 storey, 1900 square ft house with 
attached double car garage situated on a 
gorgeous large private, well landscaped 
lot (approx half acre). Main floor includes: 
kitchen area with breakfast peninsula; dining 
area; living room; 6 year old rec room addition 
with laminate flooring and door to back  
covered patio; 2 pc bath; laundry room; family 
room. Upstairs has 3 bedrooms, and  recently 
renovated 4 pc bath. Basement has rec room 
with wood fireplace; fruit cellar; storage area 
or possible bedroom; large workshop area. 
House is heated by a new one year old gas 
furnace and new air conditioning. Property 
has its own well with ultra violet water 
sterilizer, water softener, new water heater. 
125 amp newer electrical service. 12ft x 16ft 
newer outdoor shed. Pebbled stone concrete 
driveway; stamped concrete walkway and 
porch. 

  NOTE: Property is located in a highly 
sought after private area of town. Minutes 
to Kitchener , Waterloo, Guelph, and  
Breslau. This is an exceptional, incredible, 
rare property with a well kept house full of 
recent updates. Property must be seen to be 
appreciated. Open house Sat. March 9 from 
12-2pm or by appointment. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. Wellesley

519-656-3555
www.JantziAuctions.com
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Our St. Jacobs Furniture Retail Store currently has the 
following opportunity...

Sales Associate
44 Hours per week

Responsible to the Home Furniture Store Manager for providing 
courteous and efficient customer service, while selling furniture, 
appliances and accessories, you will assist customers with their Home 
furnishing, appliance and electronic needs, processes customer 
purchases in computerized inventory system, orders merchandise 
from stock or direct from Suppliers, responds to Dealer and telephone 
inquiries, efficiently, and arranges attractive merchandise displays, 
moving furniture and tidying sales floor regularly.  

Able to get along well with others and willing to work weekends, 
you are service oriented with strong computer, mathematical and 
communication skills. Previous sales experience and fluency in both 
English and French are assets. 

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. 
If you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, 
please forward your resume, quoting Sales Associate #962, by 

Monday, March 15, 2013 to: Human 
Resources Department, Home Hardware 
Stores Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, 
ON  N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  
Fax: 519-664-4711 (Microsoft Products Only)

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN GETTING THE WORD OUT. 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS SERVICES HERE. GET 
WEEKLY EXPOSURE WITH FANTASTIC RESULTS. 
CALL US AT 519.669.5790.

WE’RE AT YOUR SERVICE.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Our Team will meet your Needs and fulfill your Dreams
 

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Bill Norris
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
CALL DIRECT

519-588-1348
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

OUTSTANDING AGENTS.  OUTSTANDING RESULTS.

$389,000 $389,000 

Elmira - Welcoming home with pool and hot tub.   This 
Fantastic home is complete with 3 +1 bedrooms, living 
room and family room there is room for your family to 
grow.  Many updates including kitchen and Brazilian cherry 
hardwood on main floor. Convenient double gate access to 
fenced backyard with 10ftx10ft shed, and pool house with 
hydro.  The single garage is a great Man cave! MLS 1315013 
Call Alli or Paul direct.

POOL AND HOT TUB!
$299,000$299,000

Elmira - Don't miss this modern home featuring warm, 
neutral décor throughout and rich ceramic tile.  Bright 
living room, open to dinette with slider to spacious 
fenced yard.  Finished basement could be used for rec 
room or very large bedroom just off the fabulous 4 piece 
bathroom complete with corner tub. Appliances 
included. MLS 1312112 Call Alli or Paul direct

PERFECT FOR YOUNG FAMILY!  

$495,900$495,900
 VERDONE MODEL HOME! 

$349,950$349,950

Elmira - Century home boasting original woodwork 
and hardwood throughout, 9ft ceilings, and pocket 
doors. spacious main bath and bedrooms with 
bonus room off master. Fully finished attic with 
skylights and gas fireplace. Within walking distance 
to all amenities. Detached workshop. MLS 1241191 
Call Alli or Paul direct.

SPACIOUS FINISHED ATTIC

Elmira - Attractive upgrades and finishing touches 
throughout this 4-bedroom home. Convenience at its best with 
main floor laundry/mudroom, walk-in pantry and completely 
finished basement with gas fireplace. 9ft ceilings throughout 
main floor. Bright eat-in kitchen with granite countertops, 
cupboards to the ceiling and island. Large livingroom with wood 
floors, gas fireplace and French door walk-out to yard. MLS 
1312001 Call Alli or Paul direct.

$500.00
DONATION

will be made with every 
home bought or sold by 

Paul, Alli or Bill in
Woolwich.

BUILD TO SUIT

Country lot .5  acre don't miss 
this chance to enjoy sunrises 
and sunsets. Within 40 
minutes KW, or Guelph. High 
speed internet is available 
with fibre optic. MLS 

COUNTRY LOT .5 ACRE | $73,500

4 bed room home with a big eat 
in kitchen, new windows, some 
new floors, new detached 
garage, on an oversized lot, in a 
small town 15 minutes from 
Waterloo. The perfect spot for 
your family.  MLS   

4 BEDROOM HOME! | NEW PRICE $259,900

Direct: 519-574-2996
Office: 519.885.0200 • Fax: 519.885.4914
83 Erb St. W., Waterloo, ON N2L 6C2
suzanne.denomme@remax.net
www.homeswithsue.com

Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Suzanne
Denomme

Sales Representative

LIVE IN ST. JACOBS!
Lovely century home - 
includes detached multi- 
use workshop with 
potential for home occupa-
tion.  House is full of charm 
and modern conveniences 
too! Updated kitchen, warm 
bright family room addition. 
M1 industrial zoning. Call 
Suzanne for info (519) 
574-2996.

LIVE IN WATERLOO - BEECHWOOD
Stunning home on large lot.  Over 
$30,000 in renos. Bright and 
spacious, gleaming hardwood, 
updated kitchen.  Lovely balcony with 
treed view. Generous room sizes, 
ensuite bathroom, private sauna, fully 
finished basement.  Phenomenal 
Beechwood pool system.  Must see! 
call Suzanne for info 519 574 2996.

ADULT LIVING BUNGALOW, MARTIN GROVE VILLAGE
OPEN HOUSE: Sat. Mar. 9, 2-4pm | 193 Wesley Cres. Waterloo

Immaculate BUNGALOW in  
desirable adult living community.  
Vaulted ceiling, open concept, 2 
bedrooms including ensuite 
bathroom. Minutes from St. Jacob’s 
Market, Hwy85, Waterloo 
shopping.  Must see! MLS. Call 
Suzanne for info (519) 574-2996

www.thurrealestate.com
LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

R.W. THUR
REAL ESTATE LTD. 

45 Arthur St. S.,
Elmira

BROKERAGE

JULIE 
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,  

MVA Residential
Res: 519.669.1068  

TRACEY 
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep. 
Cell: 519.505.0627

519-669-2772
Office:

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. Mar. 10, 2-4 p.m. | 15 Robb Rd. Elmira

$261,900

TASTEFULLY DECORATED 3 bdrm. 
townhouse (only attached at the 
oversized garage Main floor 
washroom. Spacious master bdrm. 
w/dble. closet. Walkout from D.A. to 
deck and fenced yard with shed. 
Central air. Shows well! MLS 
REDUCED  

$379,900

TREE LINED STREET close to 
downtown. Over 2200 sq.ft. Lovely 
older home w/family room addition 
w/gas stove. Woodburning fireplace in 
L.R./D.R. FOUR bedrms & 4 bathrooms. 
Numerous updates – furnace, windows, 
shingles, & electrical.  Two storey 
BARN/GARAGE 30’ x 20’.  MLS 

$309,900

LOCATION! quiet street close to all 
schools & amenities. 3 bdrm. bungalow 
on a large, fenced lot. Newer fridge and 
stove included.  Rec. room with gas 
fireplace, games room & 2 pc. 
washroom in lower level. Lots of storage 
space. Furnace and central air installed 
in 2006. Shingles in 2012. Softener 
(2007). Concrete patio. MLS 

WITH A REAL 
INVESTMENT YOUR 
WILL SEE A REAL 

RETURN
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Bonnie Brubacher Jason Shantz
BrokerBroker of Record

*Shanna Rozema
Broker

Elmira@royallepage.ca  | www.royallepage.ca/elmira

�inking of Selling? Please call us for your free market evaluation. 

“Helping you is what we do”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 1, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

We support Woolwich 
Community Services 

through

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

We have 50+ years of combined service in this community. Talk to us

$349,900.
A must see home in village setting mins to 
KW. Many updates in the Century home 
include kitchen & master bdrm addition, 
garden door off dinette to the private 220’ 
deep property, large principle rooms 
throughout, lovely original wood trim and 
pocket door, 4 bdrms, 3 baths, lovely 
covered front porch. MLS

Monique Roes
Sales Representative

ELMIRA WOW!
$649,900.     
Contemporary home on ½ acre steps from 
Elmira golf course?   3000+ sq ft home offers 
a grand entrance with natural hardwood 
and ceramic floors throughout.   2 sided gas 
fireplace between living room and dining 
room, walk out to a private deck, patio and 
mature backyard.    MLS

COZY BACKSPLIT SEMI
$237,500 ELMIRA.
Bright & open concept main floor features 
laminate flooring in the living room and 
kitchen/dinette with an island. Spacious master 
bedroom with hardwood flooring and walkout 
to back deck. Cozy rec room has a 3 piece 
bathroom and gas fireplace. Lower level offers 
great storage room as well as a workshop! 
Long driveway fits 3 vehicles. Conveniently 
located to Elmira’s Lions Park! Please call for a 
viewing today.   NEW MLS

CONESTOGO BUNGALOW
$379,900. 
Beautiful park like setting, almost ½ acre 
with pond, bridge, gardens and large patio.    
This 1+ bedroom home offers a unique 
layout, bonus room/bedroom above the 
garage, sliders to 3 season sunroom off the 
dining room, lower level boasts an in-law set 
up with walkout and rec room and extra 
bedroom.  MLS

NEW PRICE!NEW LISTING

OPEN HOUSE SUN. MAR. 10, 2-4 p.m. 
3650 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Your referrals are appreciated!

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

BEAUTIFUL & SPACIOUS 
(1561 s/f) 2 storey semi offering an open 
concept layout, kitchen has dishwasher and 
breakfast bar, bright dinette with slider to 
deck, patio, garden shed and fenced yard 
backing to creek. Great main floor living 
room with gas fireplace and california 
shutters. All bedrooms offer walk-in closets, 
master bedroom has ensuite and two 
walk-in closets. New front porch railing.  
NEW MLS. $269,900 Call Bert to view.

LOG HOME!
Beautiful, private 15 acre property 
with trout pond, pitch & putt golf 
course, reforested area with a 3,250 s/f 
open concept home featuring a 
double floor to ceiling fieldstone 
fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 
walkout basement, large deck and loft 
overlooking the Grand River. MLS. 
$899,900 Call Bert to view.

NEW LISTING

THE TWIN CENTRE ATOM LL SQUAD

The Twin Centre Stars Atom LL team goes undefeated at the Southampton tournament on February 16. Front row: Michael Proper, Jaden 
Palmermo, Sterling Grubb, Tyler Rose, Christopher Jones, Reid Henderson, Ben Bauer and Jonathon Gervais. Middle row: Matt Gedke, Josh Carere, 
Jack Wolf, Dawson Stevenson, Noah Bailey, Isiah Siewart, Colby VanBargen and Will Edwards. Back row: assistant coaches Brent Wolf and Brian 
Bauer, head coach Mike Edwards, trainer Tom Carere. Missing: Conell Gillett.   [SUBMITTED]

FOR RENT.
WITH REAL INVESTMENT YOU WILL SEE A REAL RETURN. MAKE THIS SPACE 

YOUR NEW HOME. ADVERTISE WITH US TODAY.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

TWIN CENTRE INITIATION #3 WIN IN HARRISTON

Twin Centre Stars Initiation #3 won all three games in last weekend’s tournament in Harriston, beating Listowel Red, Minto Blue and Listowel 
Blue to capture the championship.  Back row: Orrin Schieck, Caden Pitsch, Hailey Zurell, Brady Meuer, Macy McLaughlin, Andrew Shantz, Keira 
Lavalle. Front row: Wesley Graham, Rowan Henderson, Peyton Ohlhausen, Justin Lichty, Leah McPhee, Evan Reid, Ezra Krulicki.  [SUBMITTED]

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES.
COME ON! WE KNOW YOU HAVE GREAT FAMILY PHOTOS, WHY NOT SHOW THEM OFF IN THE OBSERVER.
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519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

Reimer
Hyperbarics of Canada

F. David Reimer

Safe, effective and proven for 13 + UHMS 
(Undersea Hyperbaric Medical Society) Approved indications:

●  Crush Injury
●  Enhancement in Healing of Wounds
●  Necrotyzing Soft Tissue Infections
●  Intracranial Abscess
●  Clostridal Myosistis and Myonecrosis
●  Crush Injury. Compartment Syndrome
●  Skin Grafts and Flaps

UNDER PRESSURE TO HEAL

For more information call:

519-669-0220

www.reimerhbot.com

56 Howard Ave. Unit 2, Elmira, ON, N3B 2E1

●  Air or Gas Embolism
●  Thermal Burns
●  Acute Traumatc Ischemias
●  Exceptional Blood Loss
●  Decompression Sickness
●  Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
●  Delayed Radiation Injury
+ Many More

Established 2000

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
519-669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

CUSTOM TARPS,
COVERS & REPAIRS

MAR-TARP

GRAIN/ FORAGE BOX • TRUCK • TRAILER • BOAT 
AWNINGS •  STORAGE COVERS AND MORE!

(519) 698-2754
ivan@aaronmartin.com

4445 Posey Line Wallenstein ON.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

CUSTOM MACHINING
CNC LATHES • CNC MILLS
CNC BRAKE • PLASMA &

LASER CUTTING

We do small jobs
with fast turnaround

Martin Machining
Linwood, Ontario

(519) 698-2283

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

36 Hampton St., Elmira

20 years experience

interior/exterior
painting,

wallpapering & 
Plaster|Drywall

repairs

free estimates

519-669-2251
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Custom 
Window 

Coverings

Shutters • Draperies  
Wood Blinds

Honeycomb Shades
Roller Shades

Woven Wood and 
More!Each Franchise Independently Owned and Operated

(519)746-3498
www.budgetblinds.ca

Expert-Fit Measuring and
Installation Included.

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.facebook.com/marwilconcrete

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, 
today 519.669.9081 mobile: 519.505.0985
fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

- Trail Maintenance and Development 
- Wooded Lot Thinning  
- Pasture Reclaimation 
- Orchard Maintenance
- Industrial Lots 
- Real Estate Lots

OFFERING A QUICK AND 
EASY WAY TO RECLAIM 

UNUSED LAND
Got long grass? Our tracked skid steer 

equipped with a forestry brush mower can 
handle ANY long grass!

All other 
tracked skid 

steer services 
are available

• Lawn Mowing Packages 
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding  
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

•  Snow Plowing & Ice Control
•  Tractor Snowblowing

66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828
66 Rankin St. Unit 4 | Waterloo 

519-885-2828

PLUMBING, FURNACE REPAIRS, 
SERVICE & INSTALLATION,

GAS FITTING

One stop shop for all your 
needs. 

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Waterloo Region • Woolwich Township

519-896-7700  or  519-648-3004
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT

(1800 Gallon Residential)

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops • Decks & 
Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks • 

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

Call Lawrence Metzger (226) 789-7301
Wallenstein, ON

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

CFB
BACKHOE SERVICES

No job too small. Mini
Excavator
Available

• Specializing in farm drainage repair/installation
• Footing / cellar / eavestrough / drains
• Stump removal

6656 Sideroad 19 | RR#2 Wallenstein  ON  N0B 2S0
Call Clare at 519-669-1752

FOR
RENT

•Tamper (Jumping Jack)
•Power Drain Cleaner (Electric Snake)

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN GETTING THE WORD OUT. 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS SERVICES HERE. GET 
WEEKLY EXPOSURE WITH FANTASTIC RESULTS. 
CALL US AT 519.669.5790.

WE’RE AT YOUR SERVICE.
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~  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water  ~

S E M I N A R    S E R I E S

FREE!

Tuesday, March 19 - 99 Regina St. S., Waterloo (Room 508) 7 p.m.
“Barefoot and grassless” Soft groundcovers are the perfect alternative
to grass and are not only low maintenance but also easy
on the eyes... and toes. With Lisa Hunter. 

Tuesday, March 26 - RIM Park (Room 207/208), Waterloo 7 p.m.
“Happy, healthy grass” Dr. Michael Brownbridge, one of the leading turf
experts in Ontario looks at the troublesome insects that damage your
grass, and how you can win the battle.

Saturday, April 6 - Meadow Acres Garden Centre, Petersburg 10 a.m.
“Prescription landscaping” A look at unsuspecting ways your
landscape can improve the health of you, your family and the planet,
while being the envy of your neighbours. With Aileen Barclay.

Saturday, April 13 - St. Jacobs Country Gardens, St. Jacobs 10 a.m.
“Create flair in your landscape with form and function” A look at ways
you can design your landscape with such features as sunken gardens
and dry river beds that add beauty and have purpose. With Sabrina
Selvaggi.

Sunday, April 14 - Sheridan Nurseries, Kitchener 1 p.m.
“Food and water” Using your backyard to grow your own food can be a
very rewarding experience. Phillip Collins explains the wonderful
synergies between land and water that can be applied to home-scale
agriculture with a few easy steps and with many benefits. 

Sunday, April 21 - Cambridge Centre for the Arts, (Toyota Room) 1 p.m.
“The good, the bad and the ugly” Toronto Star gardening columnist and
bestselling author Sonia Day reveals some truly easy plants that grow in
her country garden, and some of the ones that don’t. 

Webinar: Wednesday, April 24  7 pm
“Last minute tips to prepare your garden for the summer”

with Aileen Barclay

And for those who want to learn at home! 

Please call 519-575-4021 to register or email
watercycle@regionofwaterloo.ca.

Reserve early as space is limited.

(Attendees must pre-register for all seminars)

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

RECIRCULATION OF APPLICATION A7/2013
Please note that the following Minor Variance Application has been re-circulated because a portion of the 
applicant’s proposal, typed in bold text below, was omitted from the original publication on March 2, 2013.

On March 18, 2013 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following applications.  All 
persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson regarding meeting 
details or visit the Township Webpage – News and Events – Current Public Notices.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted to the Township 
of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 12, 2013.  Submissions can be forwarded to Jeremy Vink at 
the address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-4669.

Minor Variance Application A7/2013 – 793335 Ontario Limited (Conestoga Meat Packers), 313 Menno St.
Conestoga Meat Packers is an abattoir and meat packing facility which consists of a 7,011 sq. m. ground 
floor plant area and a 933 sq. m. ground floor office area.  The Zoning By-law restricts the operation to 
a maximum ground floor area of 7,100 sq. m. of plant operation area and 1,200 sq m of office area.  In 
October 2012 the applicant received Minor Variance approval to increase the maximum ground floor area 
of the plant to 8,387 sq. m..  The applicant has since completed a detail design of the proposed plant 
expansion and has determined an additional 424 sq. m. of plant floor area is required to accommodate 
maintenance equipment.

Therefore, the applicant is requesting permission to further increase the permitted total maximum ground 
floor area in the plant from 8,387 sq. m. to 8,811 sq. m.

In addition, a Minor Variance is required to modify the site-specific zoning concerning the limits of the ‘Area 
of Operation’ to allow the proposed building expansion to encroach into an area on the site (identified as 
Part 1 of the Zoning Schedule 26.1.32) which only permits accessory parking associated with an abattoir/
meat packing facility.

The 41 ha property is zoned Agricultural with site specific provisions permitting an abattoir and meat 
packing facility.  The property contains the existing Conestoga Meat Packers operation and accessory shed.

Annual Drinking Water Reports
 
In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, Ontario Regulation 170/03, s. 11 (1), copies of the 
2012 Annual Reports are to be made available to the public at no charge.  The Township of Woolwich website 
(www.woolwich.ca) has provided a link to the 2012 Annual Reports for the following water distribution systems.  
Please note that the link is located under Township Services – Engineering/Public Works – MOE Annual Water 
Report.

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the Municipal Drinking Water Distribution Systems 
and the quality of its water.  If you wish to receive a written copy of the Township of Woolwich’s 2012 MOE Annual 
Reports for any of the above-mentioned Water Distribution Systems, please contact Cynthia Lean, Engineering & 
Planning Services 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613 Ext. 6041

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the supply and treatment of potable water.  An Annual 
Report is also produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo.  The Region of Waterloo website (www.
regionofwaterloo.ca) has provided a link to the Annual Reports.  Please note the link is located under About the 
Environment – Water – Quality and Treatment – Annual Quality Reports.  Copies of the Region of Waterloo Annual 
Reports are available by calling 519-575-4426 or can be picked up at the Region’s Headquarters, Water Services 
Division, located at 150 Frederick Street, 7th floor, Kitchener.

 

-  Breslau Distribution System
-  Conestogo Golf Distribution System
-  Conestogo Plains Distribution System
-  Elmira /St. Jacobs Distribution System

-  Heidelberg Distribution System
-  Maryhill Distribution System
-  Maryhill Heights Distribution System
-  West Montrose Distribution System

JUNIOR FARMERS CELEBRATE FIRST YEAR   

The Waterloo Junior Farmers 
held their first awards and 
banquet potluck event on 
February 10. This year’s award 
winners were Zac Williams, 
who took the president’s award; 
Nicholas Weber, top overall male 
member; Meaghan Weber, top 
overall female member and 
top new member; and Nicholas 
Weber and Celie DieBold, who 
tied for top athletic member.
The organization is open to 
everyone 15-29 years of age – 
you don’t have to be from a farm 
to join. Information can be found 
at www.jfao.on.ca. The photo 
shows members of the club at 
a provincial event called Sing 
Swing in Guelph. 
[SUBMITTED]

  

BE IN THE KNOW.
Everyone wants to know what’s 
going on in the community, and 
everyone wants to be in the know.

Advertise here.
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OBSERVER FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY BIRTH NOTICE BIRTH NOTICE BIRTH NOTICE

Logan Stanley 
Michael  Rochon

ROCHON – Brandi is thrilled to announce 
the birth of her baby boy, Logan Stanley 
Michael born December 28th, 2012 
at 8:42am, weighing 9lb 2oz.  Proud 
grandparents are Mike Rochon & Dianne 
Stewart and Shelley Rochon & Brian 
Webb.  Spoiling privileges go to Uncle 
Kyle and Cousin Hailey. Special thanks to 
our family & friends, Melissa Henderson, 
our midwives, Dr. Halmo and the 4th floor 
staff at Grand River Hospital for our care.

Colby Brent Walton

Brent and Lisa Walton are excited to 
announce the birth of their son, Colby 
Brent on December  5th, 2012 in 
Heilbronn Germany, weighing 6lbs 7oz.  
Proud grandparents are Ron and Sue 
Walton of Elmira, Cindy Witt and Dennis 
and Sheri Witt of Michigan.  Equally 
proud is Aunt Dayna, Uncle Scott and 
little cousin Reid.

Reid Scott Weber

Scott and Dayna Weber are thrilled to 
announce the arrival of their son, Reid 
Scott on January 15th, weighing 6lbs 
11oz.  Proud grandparents are Ron and 
Sue Walton and Mark and Marilyn Weber 
of Elmira.  Also proud are all his aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Happy 60th Birthday
Glenn Gingrich

March 14th

With love from Elaine, Leanne, Mike & 
Heather and their families.

DEATH NOTICESDEATH NOTICES

STREICHER, ALLAN | Passed away on Saturday, 
March 2, 2013 at Listowel Memorial Hospital 
surrounded by his family. Local relatives are his 
brother Joe and Ann Streicher of St. Jacobs.

WITTICH, PAULINE |  Passed away peacefully on 
Monday, March 4, 2013 at KW Health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital. Pauline (Derbecker) Wittich 
age 84 years, of Elmira.

BROHMAN, LEONARD |  September 22, 1927 - 
March 1, 2013 It is with profound sadness that we 
announce the passing of Leonard Brohman at the 
age of 85 years.

GASCHO, ALICE MARIE |  Passed away peacefully on 
Sunday, March 3, 2013 at Knollcrest Lodge, Milver-
ton. Local relatives are her sister Arlene Gerber and 
her husband Roy of Elmira, sister Sadie Jantzi and 
her husband Jantzi of Wellesley and her brother-
in-law Gerald Gascho and Wendy of Wellesley.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS AN  
AMENDMENT TO THE FEES & CHARGES BY-LAW
The Region of Waterloo intends to pass an amendment to By-law 13-001 (Establish Fees 
and Charges).  The amendments are with respect to advertising fees for the Region of 
Waterloo International Airport.

The amending by-law will be considered at the Regional Council Meeting scheduled for:

Wednesday, March 27, 2013
7:00 p.m.
Regional Municipality of Waterloo
Council Chamber, 2nd Floor Administration Building
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the amending by-law will be available for review starting Wednesday, March 6, 
2013, in the Clerk’s Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.  If 
you have questions concerning the amendments, or require accessible services to partici-
pate, please contact the Clerk’s office at 519-575-4420 by Monday, March 25, 2013.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register as a delegation with the Re-
gion’s Council and Administrative Services Division at 519-575-4420 by 4:30 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 25, 2013. 

This notice is in accordance with the Municipal Act, 2001.

Kris Fletcher
Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk
2nd Floor, Administration Building
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener
519-575-4420

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this by-law 
are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal Act, personal 
information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be included if a submission 
becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to 
the Regional Clerk’s Office.

Notice of Public Information Centre 
PROPOSED REGION OF WATERLOO

SIGN BY-LAW

The Region of Waterloo will be holding a public information centre to introduce a draft 
Regional By-law respecting signs on Regional roads. The proposed Sign By-law addresses 
all types of unoffi cial signs on Regional roads including election signs, business accessory 
signs, farm accessory signs, mailbox accessory signs, open house signs and poster signs. 
The proposed Sign By-law establishes requirements for unoffi cial signs including:

    • Location and placement;
    • Size, shape, construction and content;
    • Impacts to the function of the road;
    • Number of signs and timing of placement; and
    • Sign removal.

Staff are also proposing an amendment to the Region’s Tourism and Essential Services 
Signing Policy to allow tourism signage on Regional roads for agri-toursim activities.

When:  Tuesday, June 17, 2008, drop in 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Place:  Regional Administration Headquarters (lobby)
              150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

This public information centre is being held for the purpose of providing information and 
receiving comments from the public. A copy of the draft By-law is available for review in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce, Region of Waterloo, 2nd fl oor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener or on the 
Region’s website at:

                     www.region.waterloo.on.ca - tab Newsroom, tab Public Notices

If you have questions concerning the By-law, please contact Nancy Button, 
Manager, Transportation Engineering at 519-575-4520 or by email at 
bnancy@region.waterloo.on.ca

If you require accessible services to participate in this meeting, please contact the above 
noted person by Tuesday, June 10, 2008.

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this 
project are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal 
Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be 
included in a submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this 
information should be referred to the person indicated above.

Nancy Button
Manager, Transportation Engineering
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3

REMEMBER LOVED ONES HERE

CELEBRATE THE GOOD TIMES!

FRAME-ABLE
FEATURES

$35

GRACED THE 
PAGES OF THE 

OBSERVER? 

11 x 17, FULL 
COLOUR 

ARTICLES  ON 
PHOTO PAPER

QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS
4x6 -   $9 (Additional Prints $4.50)

5x7 -   $11 (Additional Prints $5.50)

8x10 - $15 (Additional Prints $7.50)

+ TAX

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

4x6 5x7 8x10

ONLY
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LIVING HERE
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES / EXPANDED HORIZONS

For women, the sky’s the limit

There are a few foods 
that I can say are my ul-
timate favourites. Those 
include pizza, pasta and 
tacos.  However, these 
foods are not so high on 
the healthy list. So I have 
recently tried making a 
healthier version of my 
beloved tacos and I was 
pleasantly surprised.

Instead of using the typ-
ical ground beef, I decided 
I wanted braised beef ta-
cos. This of course can be 
done with pork or chicken 
if one so desires. Brais-
ing can be done on the 
stovetop, in the oven or in 
the crock pot, all depend-
ing on how much time 
you have to tend to your 
meat. Whatever vessel you 
choose, it’s always best to 
start the braising process 
by seasoning and searing 
your meat. So if you’re us-
ing the crock pot, as we do 
with this recipe, make sure 
you give yourself about 20 
minutes prep time before 
you drop everything into 
the crock pot and forget 
about it.

I used corn tortillas for 
these tacos and the impor-

Authentic 
fiesta food 
made easy

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

ELENA MAYSTRUK

AVIATION | 27

Girls can do anything 
boys can, including climb-
ing into the cockpit of an 
airplane and taking off 
into the wild blue yonder. 
To prove that point, the 
Region of Waterloo Inter-
national Airport has been 
marking Women of Avia-
tion Worldwide Week since 
Monday.

The goal is to expose 
hundreds of local women 

Slate of events during Women of Aviation Worldwide Week, including free flights in a small plane 
this weekend at airport in Breslau, encourage women to consider careers in the industry

to opportunities in the avi-
ation industry, including 
careers as a pilot. To that 
end, many will take to the 
skies in free flights offered 
up today (Saturday).

“We’re hoping to fly 
between 500-600 girls 
and women who have 
never been on a small 
plane before, in support 
of the Women of Aviation 
Worldwide Fly It Forward 
initiative,” said Waterloo-
Wellington Flight Centre 

communications coordi-
nator Maureen Dennie.

Overlapping Inter-
national Women’s Day 
(March 8) – also the 103rd 
anniversary of the first 
woman ever to gain a pi-
lot’s license, Raymonde 
de Laroche of France – the 
past week provided oppor-
tunities for girls to imag-
ine a career in the aviation 
industry by interacting 
with female professionals 
in the field or getting up 

close and personal with 
the planes themselves.

 The goal, Dennie ex-
plained, is to create an 
environment in which 
women and girls can ex-
plore new possibilities. 
Among the flight centre’s 
goals for the past week was 
to win a title for the Water-
loo Region International 
Airport as “The Most Fe-
male Friendly Airport in 
the World.” Several airport 
businesses are compet-

ing, with last year’s prize 
going to an airport in Yel-
lowknife which hosted 430 
women and girls in one 
day. 

Of about 22 pilot in-
structors at the Waterloo-
Wellington Flight Centre, 
three are female. 

“That’s pretty high in 
the industry,” Dennie said. 

Drawing from her own 
experience as a graduate of 

CHEF’S TABLE/  
RYAN TERRY, FLOW 
CATERING

RECIPE
NOTES

1253, av. McGill College, 3e étage, Montréal (Québec)  H3B 2Y5
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2013 Jetta
bi-weekly for  
84 months*$98

down
payment Freight and PDI included$0

Own it from
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APR

Sales Event

Autobahn for All 

Volkswagen Waterloo 550 Weber St. North Waterloo  519-884-7470 | sales@vwwaterloo.com | www.vwwaterloo.com
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Ektaa Pathria is one of three female flight instructors at the Waterloo-Wellington Flight Centre in Breslau where the last event for Women of Aviation Worldwide Week is taking place Saturday. [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom 
   Fabrication

519.669.5105
P.O. BOX 247, ROUTE 1, ELMIRA

MATERIAL
HANDLING &
PROCESSING 
SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

Pamper Yourself For 
A Year Raffle 

Draw Date March 10th, 2012.

KIN 
KORNER

Get your tickets soon! 

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Grant’sHands on therapy

“Serving the Community”

• Muscles, Nerves & Stress

• Old & New Injuries

• Family Discounts

• Home Visits Provided

cell: 519-577-3251
Grant Brubacher, Elmira ON

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm & Sun. 9am & 11:15am

21 Arthur St. N., Elmira • 519-669-5560
www.wondercafe.ca

 Trinity United Church, Elmira
“Our mission is to love, learn & live by Christ’s teachings”

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Sunday School during Worship
Minister:  Rev. Dave Jagger

A Warm

Welcome
to all!

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School during Worship

Minister: Rev. Dave Jagger 

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2816
www.floramc.org

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service

                                           Hopping Thursday’s
7-8:30pm Programs for all ages

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, March 10th

The Transforming
Power of Worship

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 

9:15 & 11:00 AM 
Sunday, Mar. 10th, 2013

“No Ordinary
Man”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Sun. Mar. 10, 11am

The Building Blocks
Gary Goodkey

Gate Crashers

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

 

 

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

9:15 Sunday School
10:30 Worship Service

MARCH 9 

BOARD GAMES IN BRESLAU! Enjoy or interested in 
playing board games? Come out and meet others in 
your community with similar interests. There will be a 
wide variety of games to play, including “euro” games, 
war games, strategy games and party games. Bring 
your favourite games to play and learn some new 
ones as well; 1-9 p.m. at Breslau Community Centre, 
100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Admission $2. For more 
information, contact boardgamers@rogers.com. 

MARCH 10

ELMIRA LEGION HUNGRYMAN’S BREAKFAST. Serving 
8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. All you can eat. Adults $6; 6-10 $3; 5 & 
under free; 11 First St. E., Elmira. 

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES HAS trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 73 Arthur St. S. 
Elmira. 519-669-5139.

MARCH 12 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING INTERESTING to do during 
March Break? Boatloads of Fun Magic Show with 
Captain Corbin the Magical Pirate. Fun for all ages, 
2 p.m. at Wellesley Branch Library. Tickets are $3 per 
person or two for $5; everyone attending the show 
must have a ticket. For more information call 519-656-
2001.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING INTERESTING to do during 
March Break? Join us for: Sing & Spell Show with Cindy 

Cook from Polka Dot Door - Fun for all ages! 2:30 p.m. at 
Bloomingdale Branch Library.  Tickets are $3 per person 
or two for $5; everyone attending the show must have 
a ticket. For more information call 519-745-3151.

ELECTRONIC BINGO, 7 P.M., St. Clements Community 
Centre, sponsored by Paradise & District Lions Club. 
For more information contact President Joe Brick 519-
699-4022.

STROKE SUPPORT GROUP – The Stroke Support Group is 
a group comprised of stroke survivors, their caregivers 
and peer facilitators. Planned upcoming topics include: 
medications, physical activity, and nutrition. 2nd 
Tuesday of the month, 10 a.m. – 12 noon, Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
For more information, call Tiffany at 519-664-3794.

MARCH 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30). Calvary United Church 48 Hawkesville Rd. St. 
Jacobs.  Cost: $11.00 Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noon day meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more information.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING INTERESTING to do during 
March Break? Reptile Show from Hamilton Reptiles – 
For ages 5 and up. 2:30 p.m. at Elmira Branch Library.  
Tickets are $3 per person or two for $5; everyone 
attending the show must have a ticket. For more 
information 519-669-5477. 

MARCH 14

ELMIRA LIONS CLUB WEEKLY Bingo 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 

support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-500-1434.

NEW HORIZONS IS A group for zoomers, boomers and 
seniors. Martha From Martha’s Mixes – Be Inspired 
by Nature in your own backyard. Get informed, 
socialize and have fun!  Admission is $2 per person. 
Meetings are 10-11:30 a.m. At Maryhill Fire Dept. 
17 Charles St. E., Maryhill. For further information 
contact Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 or by email at  
jehaid@explornet.ca.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING INTERESTING to do for March 
Break? Reptile Show from Hamilton Reptiles – For ages 
5 and up. at Linwood Branch Library. Tickets are $3 per 
person or two for $5; everyone attending the show 
must have a ticket. For more information 519-698-2700.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING INTERESTING to do for March 
Break? Music with Erick Traplin – Fun for all ages; 10:30 
a.m. at St. Clements Branch Library 519-699-4341, 3 
p.m. at St. Jacobs Branch Library 519-664-3443. Tickets 
are $3 per person or two for $5; everyone attending the 
show must have a ticket. 

MARCH 16

SIX-TIME CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC Association 
guitarist of the year, Wendell Ferguson, and acclaimed 
recording artist Katherine Wheatley will be performing 
at the Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Maple St. 
Silent auction, light snacks available. Concert profits 
go to community betterment. Tickets $15, available at 
Pym’s Village Market and by calling Peter at 519-656-
3474. Sponsored by Wellesley and District Lions Club. 



26 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2013

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

There’s nothing in the computer world to rival our brains, and they’re efficient

Q.  What can your brain 
do that even the best ro-
botic device would find 
daunting?

A.  In a flash, we can 
recognize scores of faces 
of parents, friends, col-
leagues and pets, whether 
in daylight or darkness, 
viewed from above or 
from the side –  “a task the 
computer vision system 
built into the most sophis-
ticated robots can accom-
plish only haltingly,” say 
Tobi Delbruck and Terry 

Sejnowski in “Scientific 
American” magazine. 
  Plus, we can multitask ef-
fortlessly, such as driving a 
car as we follow a ballgame 
on the radio.   
   “Yet designing an elec-
tronic brain that would 
allow a robot to perform 
this simple combination 
of behaviours remains a 
distant prospect.”  
   Also, our brains are bet-
ter than Google and show a 
complexity of networking 
that rivals the Internet, 
with billions of nerve cells 
intersecting to create tril-
lions of synaptic junctures.   
    Adds Steve Furber in 
“IEEE Spectrum” maga-
zine, it’s a little sobering 
how much power the aver-
age human brain packs 

into a space the size of a 
cantaloupe, while consum-
ing a paltry 20 watts, much 
less than a typical incan-
descent light bulb.   
   “Simulating this mess of 
wetware with traditional 
digital circuits would 
require a supercomputer 
1,000 times as powerful as 
the best ones today. And 
we’d need the output of an 
entire nuclear power plant 
to run it.”

Q.  How did the inven-
tion of plastic in Europe 
around 1850 play into 
the hands of us vain, 
hairy humans and 
advance a tale that is at 
least 8,000 years old?

A.  “Combs are one of our 

oldest tools, used by hu-
mans across cultures and 
ages for decoration, detan-
gling, and delousing,” says 
Susan Freinkel in “Plastic:  
A Toxic Love Story.”   
   Researchers have dis-
covered that Stone Age 
craftsmen made the oldest 
known comb – a small 
four-toothed one carved 
from animal bone and 
looking much like today’s 
version.  
   For most of history, 
combs were made of al-
most any material humans 
had at hand besides their 
fingers: “bone, tortoise-
shell, ivory, rubber, iron, 
tin, gold, silver, lead, 
reeds, wood, glass, por-
celain, papier-mache.”  
But the late nineteenth 

century saw the arrival of 
a totally new kind of mate-
rial – celluloid, the first 
man-made plastic. 
  Adds Freinkel, “Combs 
were among the first and 
most popular objects made 
of celluloid. And having 
crossed that material Ru-
bicon, comb makers never 
went back.”

Q.  Why do so many 
athletes grimace as they 
swing a racket, lift a 
heavy bar, or leap for the 
sky?

A.  This is an “ergonomic 
effect” that may enhance 
physical performance, re-
ports “Science Illustrated” 
magazine. A team of re-
searchers from Marquette 

University instructed track 
and field athletes to do “a 
phylometric countermove-
ment jump,” going as high 
in the air as they could 
with their arms extended 
upward. 
   Initially, the jumpers 
did this with mouth open, 
then again while biting 
down on a mouthguard.  
On average, their leaps im-
proved by about 20% when 
they clenched their jaws.  
“However, whether this 
had an adverse effect on 
the jaw or teeth is another 
question.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER TRAVELS

London, England

Scott Snyder, Jennifer Snyder and Julie 
Snyder witnessed the changing of the 
guards ceremony in front of Buckingham 
Palace in London, England. Between 
visiting their brother who is attending 
school in England and site seeing, they 
stopped for a photo with the Observer.

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

SOLUTION: on page 21

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid 
so that every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. 
Each 3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.
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ACROSS
1. “Acid”
4. Day, added to February
11. A goblin
16. Propel, in a way
17. Call upon in supplication
18. “Green ___”
19. Audience at a stadium
21. Vegetable matter, dirt
22. Halftime lead, e.g.
23. “Comprende?”
24. Bear
25. Window, one or more 
casements
31. Horse meet, display skill
34. Skilled in any field
35. “Concentration” pronoun
36. ___-tzu
37. In-flight info, for short
38. Compensation for a 
wrong
41. Used in navigation
44. Fed. construction overseer
45. Act
46. License for absence
48. European freshwater fish
52. Family dog, for short
55. Paralysis, lower half

58. Mass of woven steel
62. Chinese “way”
63. Anita Brookner’s “Hotel 
du ___”
64. Crumb
65. Chucklehead
66. Ornament, carved 
animal
68. In direct encounter
72. Old Toyota
73. “Who, me?”
74. Advocate
78. Stripes of contrasting 
colour
79. The post of marshall
83. Roswell crash victim, 
supposedly
84. Busy
85. “... ___ he drove out 
of sight”
86. sales
87. Become less in amount
88. A pint, maybe

DOWN
1. Balcony section
2. Reddish-brown gem
3. Downer
4. Ceiling

5. Dash lengths
6. Appropriate
7. Hematologist’s study
8. Charity, often
9. “As You Like It” setting
10. “Absolutely!”
11. Administer baptism to
12. Arctic ___
13. Nobleman of highest rank
14. Anticlimax
15. Cousin of -trix
20. Adam’s apple spot
24. “___ batter, batter”
26. “Beg pardon ...”
27. Fill
28. Related maternally
29. Quip, part 3
30. All ___
31. Garden bloom, informally
32. Its motto is “Lux et 
veritas”
33. Bit of dust
38. “He’s ___ nowhere 
man” (Beatles lyric)
39. Boris Godunov, for one
40. Filly’s mother
42. Doing nothing
43. Big show

47. Golden Horde member
49. Hideous
50. Call
51. Small European fresh-
water fish
53. Losers
54. Master, in Swahili
56. Links numbers
57. Apple’s apple, e.g.
58. Absorb, with “up”
59. Railroad support
60. Ancient country in 
central Italy
61. Decide to leave, with “out”
66. Japanese woman 
entertainer
67. ___ probandi
69. Pitch
70. Certain Arab
71. ___-cochere (carriage 
entrance)
75. Perlman of “Cheers”
76. Demoiselle
77. A fencing sword
78. Blue
79. Like the Who, in the 60’s
80. Cabinet acronym, once
81. ___ Khan
82. Myrna of “The Thin Man”
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AVIATION: A short flight will give participants 
a new perspective on the area ... and on a career

FROM | 24

the aviation program, not 
much has changed on that 
front for nearly 20 years. 

“To give you an ex-
ample, I graduated from 
college in ’95 and out of 17 
graduates there were two 
girls. Fast forward to 2012 
and out of the college pro-
gram’s 22 graduates, one 
was a woman.”

Women rarely find their 
way to careers in aviation, 
making up only seven per 
cent of all pilots world-
wide. Yet those that do 
penetrate the industry 
tend to become very suc-
cessful, she added. 

“It’s a male-dominated 
industry, for sure, but it 
seems the industry has ac-
cepted women quite well,” 
said Waterloo-Wellington 
Flight Centre flight in-
structor Ektaa Pathria. 

Today, women who pre-
registered for the event 
will have a chance to see 

planes and the region from 
an entirely new perspec-
tive as they are taken for a 
15-minute flight in a small 
plane. To put those who 
have never flown at ease, 
groups will be briefed on 
safety measures. They will 
then be given a tour of the 
plane by volunteer pilots. 

“All of the pilots that 
are volunteering are very 
excited – they are very 
personable. They are do-
ing this because they love 
flying,” Dennie said. 

As for those whose feet 
don’t like to leave the 
ground, she said there is 
more than one way for 
women to rise in the in-
dustry. During the week, 
a number of successful 
women spoke to girls and 
other visitors about their 
experiences in various 
branches of the industry. 
Among them was a pilot 
for Air Canada, the only  
airport operations man-

ager at Pearson Airport, an 
airport manufacturer, and 
an air traffic controller. 

At the same time as the 
free flights, the airport is 
holding an Aviation Career 
and Fun Flying Expo, pre-
senting visitors with op-
portunities to learn about 
various careers in aviation. 

By midweek registration 
for today’s main event was 
well into the hundreds.

All competing airports 
will be sending their num-
bers to the Women of Avia-
tion Worldwide, which will 
pick a winner in the next 
few weeks. 

With 23 airport events 
being held in Canada, the 
happenings are essential 
to the efforts of Women of 
Aviation Worldwide, said 
Canadian team lead Lesley 
Page. 

“It’s really the only thing 
that happens that focuses 
on introducing girls to the 
world of aviation.”

garlic

1 tablespoon chili powder

1 (28-ounce) can diced 
tomatoes

14 oz low-sodium beef broth

In a large skillet over 
high heat, add the oil; 
season the steak with salt 
and pepper. When the oil 
is hot, put the steaks into 
the pan and cook until 
browned on both sides, 3 
to 4 minutes per side;

In the sleeve of a slow 
cooker, add the onion and 
cilantro stems. Put the 
steak on top and sprinkle 
with garlic and chili pow-
der. Add the tomatoes 
with their juice, broth, 
and 2 cups water. Cover 
and cook on high for 6 to 8 
hours, or until the steak is 
tender and shreds easily;

Remove the meat and 
shred using 2 forks;

Return the shredded 
meat to the slow cooker 
and mix well;

Serve the beef with de-
sired toppings. You may 
chop the cilantro leaves 
and use for a topping.

tant thing to do with these 
is to heat each tortilla in 
a dry pan before serving. 
You can pile these on top 
of one another on a plate 
in your oven at the lowest 
setting to keep their heat 
until you’re ready to start 
compiling your tacos. I 
also made a simple and 
tasty avocado, black bean 
and corn salsa to go with 
these. The salsa was even 
used the next morning 
with my huevos rancheros.

Hope you have as much 
fun with this recipe as I 
did.

Braised Beef 
Tacos
2 tablespoons canola oil

4 pounds top round steak

Kosher salt and freshly 
ground black pepper

1 medium yellow onion, 
chopped

1 bunch fresh cilantro, stems 
and leaves separated

2 tablespoons chopped 

CHEF’S TABLE: New take on an old favourite

Black Bean, 
Avocado & 
Corn Salsa
2 or 3 ripe avocados, diced
1 can of black beans, drained 
and rinsed
1 can of whole kernel corn, 
drained and rinsed
1 or 2 jalapenos, de-seeded 
and diced
1/3 cup red onion, finely 
chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
Juice from 3 or 4 limes
1/2 tsp cumin
Salt & pepper

1/4 cup cilantro, chopped

Combine all ingredients 
in a bowl and refrigerate 
for 30 minutes or until 
ready to serve.

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Chefs Kirstie Herbstreit and 
Jody O’Malley are both Red Seal 
certified chefs. Together they run 
The Culinary Studio, which offers 
classes, demonstrations and 
private dinners. To contact the 
chefs, visit their website  
www.theculinarystudio.ca

*  After relationship pricing. Rate subject to change. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is equivalent to the Annual 
Interest Rate. APR assumes no fees or charges apply. If fees or charges apply, your APR would increase. 

Continue your conversation with MSCU, 
where faith and �nances meet.

.19%* 35 Year Fixed Term

Residential Mortgage Special

www.mscu.com  |  519.669.1529

A simple home.
Intentional living.
“ We really want to honour God 
with our money! Our friend 
suggested we speak with MSCU 
about our mortgage.”

Joshua Hall, Kitchener member
The worldwide, weeklong endeavour saw 23 Canadian airports compete for the title of “The Most Female Friendly Airport in the World.”  
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

FIND MORE RECIPES ONLINE
W W W. O B S E R V E R X T R A . C O M
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www.centreinthesquare.com
519-578-1570 • 1-800-265-8977

In-Kind PartnersFunders

Family 
Package

Mar 24-25 
7:30pm

Bring the whole family!
Buy 4 tickets for $150

Regular $59 each. Plus applicable fees.

“As close to a genuine 
Beatles experience as 

is possible in the 
present day.” 
(Buffalo News)

  

1421 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS   |  (519) 664-3301

Mon - Thurs 8 to 6 | Fri 8 to 9 | Sat 8 to 5 | Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

AMAZING BLOWOUT PRICE ON PAULA DEEN

CORNER CABINET

 

 $800SAVE
$1,200
Reg. Price $2000

LIMITED QUANTITIES ONLY. SORRY NO RAINCHECKS.

ST. JACOBS

AND APPLIANCES
www.homefurniture.ca

 Docket: 0-0000 Initial: 
Customer: HH

AND APPLIANCES
SCRATCH & SAVE
UP
TO

NO PAYMENTS OR
INTEREST FOR

MONTHLY PAYMENTS

SAVE
$500

Julie Gow
Home Store Owner

Bridgewater, NS

View our full collection at
homefurniture.ca

SAVE $200

50% OFF
SAVINGS EXTENDED TO MANY OF OUR NEW 2013 MODELS

 #972213 E6

 #9
72

21
3 

E6

$899
SEE BACK PAGE

$ 59999
Sofa  4845-365

 This new sofa suite features all of the contemporary design elements today’s 
home decorators are looking for – track arms, sleek lines and clean tailoring 
– all in a small-scale package.
$579.99 Loveseat 4845-367  $499.99 Chair 4845-366   $499.99 Coffee Table 4860-432
$349.99 Side Table 4860-433  $399.99 Chairside Table 4860-434
$449.99 End Table 4860-435  $579.99 Sofa Table not shown 4860-436

16 MONTHS On Home Credit Card purchases over $250. O.A.C. Details on Back.

$ 39999
Accent Chair
4830-376/377/378

OR 24 EQUAL

$1048
SEE PAGE 7

12 DAYS ONLY  MARCH 6TH-17TH

GREAT NEW ACCENTS
FOR YOUR HOME

AVAILABLE IN
3 COLOURS

$800
$59999 $79999

GREAT NEW ACCENTS
FOR YOUR HOME

$399.99

AVAILABLE IN 3 COLOURS

CONTEMPORARY SOFA CARVED WOOD SOFA

NEW

SAVINGS EXTENDED TO MANY OF OUR NEW 2013 MODELS

 Docket: 0-0000 Initial: 
Customer: HH

Twin, Full & King Also on sale

Featuring Latex to provide that Luxurious comfort and support while adding
Silk and Wool fi bres to regulate your body temperature while you sleep

Chateau Orleans
Cushion Firm pillowtop

SAVE $500
$ 1599

Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $2099

 Awarding of Aeroplan® Miles: 
Some exceptions may apply.
Ask your local dealer for complete 
details. ®Aeroplan is a registered 
trademark of Aimia Canada Inc.
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No Payment, No Interest For 16 months Subject to credit approval. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to these financing offers. Purchases under $1500 
(including taxes) will qualify for our Do Not Pay for 16 Months plan with an administration fee of  $89.99. Any GST, PST or HST (if  applicable), and administration fee are required to be paid at time of  purchase.  
Purchases of  $1500 or more (including taxes) will qualify for our Do Not Pay for 16 Months plan with an administration fee of  $129.99. The transaction is interest-free during the promotional period.  Any unpaid 
balance at the end of  the promotional interest-free period will incur interest at 28.8% annually in accordance with the terms of  your Cardholder Agreement. If  the balance is $250 / $500 / $750 / or $1000, credit 
charges for 30 days will be $6.00 / $12.00 / $18.00 / or $24.00 respectively (see Cardholder Agreement for full details). The administration fee when blended with the interest will affect the annual percentage rate 
(APR). For example, on a purchase of  $1,000, the $89.99 administration fee creates an APR of  6.75% (a total cost of  $1,089.99). On a purchase of  $2,000, the $129.99 administration fee creates an APR of  4.87% 
(a total cost of  $2,129.99). Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details.

24 Equal Monthly Payments Subject to credit approval on the Home Credit Card.. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to these financing offers.  Purchases under 
$1500 (including taxes) will qualify will incur an administration fee of  $109.99. Any GST, PST or HST (if  applicable), and administration fee are required to be paid at time of  purchase.  Purchases of  $1500 or more 
(including taxes) l will incur an administration fee of  $149.99. The transaction is unconditionally interest-free during the period. An equal monthly installment will be charged to your account each month through-out 
the promotional interest-free period and payment in full for this installment must be made prior to or on each monthly due date.  If  payment is not made by the due date, interest becomes payable and is calculated 
at a rate of  28.8% annually on outstanding balances (see Cardholder Agreement for full details).The administration fee when blended with the interest will affect the annual percentage rate (APR). For example, on 
a purchase of  $1,200, the $109.99 administration fee creates an APR of  4.58% (a total cost of  $1,309.99). On a purchase of  $1,500, the $149.99 administration fee creates an APR of   5.00% (a total cost of  
$1,649.99). Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details.

No Payment, No Interest For 6 Months Same As Cash  Subject to credit approval. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to this financing offer. Interest accrues 
at a rate of  28.8% per annum from the date of  purchase. Interest will be waived if  payment of  the balance is made by the end of  the promotion interest-free period. If  the balance is $250 / $500 / $750 / or $1000, 
credit charges for 30 days will be $6.00 / $12.00 / $18.00 / or $24.00 respectively (see Cardholder Agreement for full details). Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details.

12 Equal Monthly Payments  Subject to credit approval on the Home Credit Card.. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to these financing offers. Purchases under 
$1500 (including taxes) will qualify will incur an administration fee of  $59.99. Any GST, PST or HST (if  applicable), and administration fee are required to be paid at time of  purchase.  Purchases of  $1500 or more 
(including taxes) l will incur an administration fee of  $99.99. The transaction is unconditionally interest-free during the period. An equal monthly installment will be charged to your account each month through-out 
the promotional interest-free period and payment in full for this installment must be made prior to or on each monthly due date.  If  payment is not made by the due date, interest becomes payable and is calculated 

at a rate of  28.8% annually on outstanding balances (see Cardholder Agreement for full details).The administration fee when blended with the interest will affect the annual percentage rate (APR). For example, on a 
purchase of  $1,000, the $59.99 administration fee creates an APR of  7.20% (a total cost of  $1,059.99). On a purchase of  $2,000, the $99.99 administration fee creates an APR of  6.00% (a total cost of  $2,099.99). 
Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details. 

Scratch & Save Rules & Regulations  1) The Home Furniture “Scratch & Save” promotion (the “Promotion”) is open to all residents of  Canada (excluding Quebec) who are of  the age of  majority in their province 
or territory of  residence, excluding employees of  Home Hardware Stores Limited and participating Home Furniture  stores (the “Sponsor”), and those with whom such employees are domiciled.  2) The “Scratch & 
Save” cards (the “Card(s)”) will only be valid during the Promotion Period (as defined on the front of  this card).  3) Discount may be applied to furniture purchased at participating Home Furniture  stores during 
the Promotion Period, excluding electronics, appliances and clearance items (the “Eligible Purchase(s)”). Transactions involving layaways, special order products or house accounts are not eligible for the discount.  
4) Card will be provided at the time of  making an Eligible Purchase. To be valid, the Card must be scratched by a participating Home Furniture  store cashier at the time of  the Eligible Purchase towards which the 
customer wishes to apply the discount. The Card may only be applied towards one (1) Eligible Purchase.  IF ANY PORTION OF THE “SCRATCH & SAVE” SCRATCH AREA HAS BEEN REVEALED OR TAMPERED WITH, THE 
CARD IS INVALID.   No purchase necessary: Cards are available in store by visiting a participating  Home Furniture store, and may also be distributed by mail (at the Sponsor’s sole discretion)(the “No Purchase 
Option”).  5) One Card per person, per Eligible Purchase/No Purchase Option, per day, while quantities last. If  it is discovered that any person has attempted to obtain more than one Card per person, per Eligible 
Purchase/No Purchase Option, per day by any means, then he/she may be disqualified and his/her Card may be considered null and void (in the sole and absolute discretion of  the Sponsor).  6) The Card will be void 
if  the Eligible Purchase is cancelled, and the customer will not be permitted to obtain another Card following a cancelled Eligible Purchase. The Card is the property of  the participating Home Furniture store   and 
will be retained following the Eligible Purchase. You will be required to correctly answer the skill-testing question on the front of  this card for all discounts over 5%.  7) Discount applicable before taxes. Discounts 
cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain conditions may apply.  Merchandise returned from a purchase with a Discount may be exchanged or returned subject to participating Home Furniture  stores’ standard 
return/exchange policies. Refunds will be made in the original form of  payment only. Eligible Purchase must be paid by cheque, cash, debit or major credit card in order to be eligible for the discount.  8) In the event, 
due to any kind of  error whatsoever (including a printing or production error), more discounts are claimed than intended to be awarded according to these rules, the Sponsor reserves the right to cancel, amend or 
suspend this Promotion.  9) At the start of  the Promotion Period, there will be a total of  500   Cards available for distribution at participating Home Furniture  stores.  10) This promotion is subject to all applicable 
federal, provincial and municipal laws.  Skill testing question: (40 x 10) + (50 ÷ 2) - 25  =  ________   SAVINGS ODDS ARE: All cards get a minimum of  10% Discount; 464 chances in 500 to get a 10% Discount; 
25 chances in 500 to get a 15% Discount; 10 chances in 500 to get a 25% Discount; 1 chances in 500 to get a 50% Discount

Crescent  Firm or Plush Tight Top 

SAVE $400
$799
Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $1199

Dawson  Firm or Plush Pillowtop 

SAVE $500
$899
Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $1399

Inglis  Firm or Plush Eurotop 

SAVE $500
$1099
Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $1599

 Docket: 0-0000 Initial: 
Customer: HH

Twin, Full & King Also on sale

Featuring Latex to provide that Luxurious comfort and support while adding
Silk and Wool fi bres to regulate your body temperature while you sleep

Chateau Orleans
Cushion Firm pillowtop

SAVE $500
$ 1599

Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $2099

 Awarding of Aeroplan® Miles: 
Some exceptions may apply.
Ask your local dealer for complete 
details. ®Aeroplan is a registered 
trademark of Aimia Canada Inc.
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No Payment, No Interest For 16 months Subject to credit approval. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to these financing offers. Purchases under $1500 
(including taxes) will qualify for our Do Not Pay for 16 Months plan with an administration fee of  $89.99. Any GST, PST or HST (if  applicable), and administration fee are required to be paid at time of  purchase.  
Purchases of  $1500 or more (including taxes) will qualify for our Do Not Pay for 16 Months plan with an administration fee of  $129.99. The transaction is interest-free during the promotional period.  Any unpaid 
balance at the end of  the promotional interest-free period will incur interest at 28.8% annually in accordance with the terms of  your Cardholder Agreement. If  the balance is $250 / $500 / $750 / or $1000, credit 
charges for 30 days will be $6.00 / $12.00 / $18.00 / or $24.00 respectively (see Cardholder Agreement for full details). The administration fee when blended with the interest will affect the annual percentage rate 
(APR). For example, on a purchase of  $1,000, the $89.99 administration fee creates an APR of  6.75% (a total cost of  $1,089.99). On a purchase of  $2,000, the $129.99 administration fee creates an APR of  4.87% 
(a total cost of  $2,129.99). Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details.

24 Equal Monthly Payments Subject to credit approval on the Home Credit Card.. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to these financing offers.  Purchases under 
$1500 (including taxes) will qualify will incur an administration fee of  $109.99. Any GST, PST or HST (if  applicable), and administration fee are required to be paid at time of  purchase.  Purchases of  $1500 or more 
(including taxes) l will incur an administration fee of  $149.99. The transaction is unconditionally interest-free during the period. An equal monthly installment will be charged to your account each month through-out 
the promotional interest-free period and payment in full for this installment must be made prior to or on each monthly due date.  If  payment is not made by the due date, interest becomes payable and is calculated 
at a rate of  28.8% annually on outstanding balances (see Cardholder Agreement for full details).The administration fee when blended with the interest will affect the annual percentage rate (APR). For example, on 
a purchase of  $1,200, the $109.99 administration fee creates an APR of  4.58% (a total cost of  $1,309.99). On a purchase of  $1,500, the $149.99 administration fee creates an APR of   5.00% (a total cost of  
$1,649.99). Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details.

No Payment, No Interest For 6 Months Same As Cash  Subject to credit approval. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to this financing offer. Interest accrues 
at a rate of  28.8% per annum from the date of  purchase. Interest will be waived if  payment of  the balance is made by the end of  the promotion interest-free period. If  the balance is $250 / $500 / $750 / or $1000, 
credit charges for 30 days will be $6.00 / $12.00 / $18.00 / or $24.00 respectively (see Cardholder Agreement for full details). Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details.

12 Equal Monthly Payments  Subject to credit approval on the Home Credit Card.. Minimum purchase of  $250 (including taxes) made on your Home Credit Card applies to these financing offers. Purchases under 
$1500 (including taxes) will qualify will incur an administration fee of  $59.99. Any GST, PST or HST (if  applicable), and administration fee are required to be paid at time of  purchase.  Purchases of  $1500 or more 
(including taxes) l will incur an administration fee of  $99.99. The transaction is unconditionally interest-free during the period. An equal monthly installment will be charged to your account each month through-out 
the promotional interest-free period and payment in full for this installment must be made prior to or on each monthly due date.  If  payment is not made by the due date, interest becomes payable and is calculated 

at a rate of  28.8% annually on outstanding balances (see Cardholder Agreement for full details).The administration fee when blended with the interest will affect the annual percentage rate (APR). For example, on a 
purchase of  $1,000, the $59.99 administration fee creates an APR of  7.20% (a total cost of  $1,059.99). On a purchase of  $2,000, the $99.99 administration fee creates an APR of  6.00% (a total cost of  $2,099.99). 
Financing offers available at participating stores only. Ask for details. 

Scratch & Save Rules & Regulations  1) The Home Furniture “Scratch & Save” promotion (the “Promotion”) is open to all residents of  Canada (excluding Quebec) who are of  the age of  majority in their province 
or territory of  residence, excluding employees of  Home Hardware Stores Limited and participating Home Furniture  stores (the “Sponsor”), and those with whom such employees are domiciled.  2) The “Scratch & 
Save” cards (the “Card(s)”) will only be valid during the Promotion Period (as defined on the front of  this card).  3) Discount may be applied to furniture purchased at participating Home Furniture  stores during 
the Promotion Period, excluding electronics, appliances and clearance items (the “Eligible Purchase(s)”). Transactions involving layaways, special order products or house accounts are not eligible for the discount.  
4) Card will be provided at the time of  making an Eligible Purchase. To be valid, the Card must be scratched by a participating Home Furniture  store cashier at the time of  the Eligible Purchase towards which the 
customer wishes to apply the discount. The Card may only be applied towards one (1) Eligible Purchase.  IF ANY PORTION OF THE “SCRATCH & SAVE” SCRATCH AREA HAS BEEN REVEALED OR TAMPERED WITH, THE 
CARD IS INVALID.   No purchase necessary: Cards are available in store by visiting a participating  Home Furniture store, and may also be distributed by mail (at the Sponsor’s sole discretion)(the “No Purchase 
Option”).  5) One Card per person, per Eligible Purchase/No Purchase Option, per day, while quantities last. If  it is discovered that any person has attempted to obtain more than one Card per person, per Eligible 
Purchase/No Purchase Option, per day by any means, then he/she may be disqualified and his/her Card may be considered null and void (in the sole and absolute discretion of  the Sponsor).  6) The Card will be void 
if  the Eligible Purchase is cancelled, and the customer will not be permitted to obtain another Card following a cancelled Eligible Purchase. The Card is the property of  the participating Home Furniture store   and 
will be retained following the Eligible Purchase. You will be required to correctly answer the skill-testing question on the front of  this card for all discounts over 5%.  7) Discount applicable before taxes. Discounts 
cannot be combined with any other offer. Certain conditions may apply.  Merchandise returned from a purchase with a Discount may be exchanged or returned subject to participating Home Furniture  stores’ standard 
return/exchange policies. Refunds will be made in the original form of  payment only. Eligible Purchase must be paid by cheque, cash, debit or major credit card in order to be eligible for the discount.  8) In the event, 
due to any kind of  error whatsoever (including a printing or production error), more discounts are claimed than intended to be awarded according to these rules, the Sponsor reserves the right to cancel, amend or 
suspend this Promotion.  9) At the start of  the Promotion Period, there will be a total of  500   Cards available for distribution at participating Home Furniture  stores.  10) This promotion is subject to all applicable 
federal, provincial and municipal laws.  Skill testing question: (40 x 10) + (50 ÷ 2) - 25  =  ________   SAVINGS ODDS ARE: All cards get a minimum of  10% Discount; 464 chances in 500 to get a 10% Discount; 
25 chances in 500 to get a 15% Discount; 10 chances in 500 to get a 25% Discount; 1 chances in 500 to get a 50% Discount

Crescent  Firm or Plush Tight Top 

SAVE $400
$799
Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $1199

Dawson  Firm or Plush Pillowtop 

SAVE $500
$899
Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $1399

Inglis  Firm or Plush Eurotop 

SAVE $500
$1099
Queen 2 Pc Set
Reg. $1599

TWIN, FULL & KING 
ALSO ON SALE

FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

NEW CROPNEW CROP

FRESH FREE RANGE
OMEGA 3 EGGS

GUERNSEY MILK 
(CHEESE)

HOME BAKING
PRESERVES

FRESH PRODUCE

BEEFSTEAK, GRAPE &
CHERRY TOMATOES

OPEN Monday to Friday  - 8:30 am to 7 pm | Saturday - 8 am  to 5 pm | SUNDAY - CLOSED 

FLORALANE PRODUCE

FRESH PICKED DAILY

FROM OUR FAMILY FARM TO YOU!

A
rth
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.

Custom
Made

Hanging
Baskets &

Containers

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road |  519-669-3154 | Owned & Operated By The Stuart & Esther Horst Family

ORDER
TODAY!


