
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

Directed by Ken Harkes

Tickets available from:

September 18th – 28th, 2014
Elmira Theatre

September 18th – 28th, 2014
Elmira Theatre

October 3rd – 5th, 2014
Fergus Grand Theatre

October 3rd – 5th, 2014
Fergus Grand Theatre

The Centre in the Square
519-578-1570 or 1-800-265-8977

or through www.elmiratheatre.com

www.fergusgrandtheatre.ca
or box office 519-787-1981

www.visiontheatreproductions.com

From the novel by John Buchan and the movie of Alfred Hitchcock. Licensed by ITV Global Entertainment Limited - 
Produced in arrangement with Samuel French inc. and an original concept by Simon Corble and Nobby Dimon.
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BRESLAU BOY 
MAKES EFFORT TO 
PAY IT FORWARD

A weed-covered 
stretch of township 
property on Samuel and 
Ann streets in Elmira may 
finally be restored, some 
four years after the com-

pletion of the project 
that saw the area 

ripped up.
Despite a 

staff recommenda-
tion that nothing be done, 
councillors this week 
upheld an earlier deci-
sion to replace dead grass 
on township boulevard 
and parts of homeowners’ 
lawns. Though money was 
allocated to the project last 
winter following a series of 
complaints, nothing had 
been done.

The spots in question 
were re-sodded following 
reconstruction of the roads 
in 2010. Since then, large 

The grass may 
finally be 
greener on their 
side of the fence
Repeatedly delayed, project to replace 
failed sod in Elmira neighbourhood 
to proceed as council overrides staff’s 
recommendation to do nothing ... again

STEVE KANNON areas of the grass have died, 
to be overrun by weeds. 
Staff maintained that the 
grass was fine through the 
60-day warranty period 
and  during inspections the 
following year.

“The sod was in good 
shape,” said director of 
engineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley, noting the 
township expects adjacent 
property owners to main-
tain the sod after the first 
two months.

Given the lapse of time 
between the sod’s instal-
lation and the complaints 
that grew in 2013, the town-
ship should not be expect-
ed to restore the grass, he 
said, indicating concerns 
with setting a precedent.

A report to council in-
dicates there may have 
been other issues at play, 
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Last  
days of 
summer

Kids cooled down at the Wellesley Community Centre splash pad as temperatures spiked August 26. Left to right, Toby and Lyla Byrd, Mackenna McKay and Lucas Mueller.   
[SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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Hearing Doctor
By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

PALMERSTON
888-745-5550

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

KITCHENER
519-743-7000

Doctor of Audiology

The

CAN A HEARING INSTRUMENT HELP YOU?
The ability of a hearing instrument to help you with your hearing loss 
largely depends on what type of loss you have. If you hear fairly well 
but have trouble making out what people are saying to you, or 
experience difficulty hearing in noisy environments, it is likely that you 
have a “sensorineural” loss. This type of hearing loss, which is the most 
common type by a wide margin, is caused by problems in the inner ear. 
Most often, the culprits are the tiny “hair cells” (nerve endings) that 
have become damaged or destroyed, usually due to exposure to loud 
noise. The good news is that this type of hearing loss can usually be 
helped with a hearing instrument. 

At EAR & HEARING CLINIC, our goal is to help people of all ages 
hear better and improve their quality of life. Our audiologists will 
evaluate your hearing and give you honest, unbiased feedback about 
their hearing health. If hearing aid technology or assistive listening 
devices are what you need, we’ll help you choose the device that 
works best for you and then provide complete service. As registered 
members of the College of Audiologists and Speech Language 
Pathologists of Ontario, we are among the highest qualified regulated 
hearing health care professionals in Canada. “Hear the Sound of Life.”

GLUTEN FREE MEATS, LOCALLY GROWN 
PORK, BLACK ANGUS BEEF BURGERS, 

OMEGA 3 DRUG FREE CHICKEN

GLUTEN FREE MEATS, LOCALLY GROWN 
PORK, BLACK ANGUS BEEF BURGERS, 

OMEGA 3 DRUG FREE CHICKEN

GLUTEN FREE MEATS, LOCALLY GROWN 
PORK, BLACK ANGUS BEEF BURGERS, 

OMEGA 3 DRUG FREE CHICKEN

519-638-0588 7022 Wellington Rd. 11, Drayton
Hours: Tues.- Wed. 9-6, Thurs.- Fri. 9-7. Sat 10-5

OPEN LABOUR DAY 9-6 OPEN LABOUR DAY 9-6 OPEN LABOUR DAY 9-6 

FREE!

SPEND $48 or 
more instore 
ON MEAT
and receive a

1.5L container 
of Kawartha 

Ice Cream

Offer Valid Fri Aug 30, Sat Aug 31 & Mon Sept 1Offer Valid Fri Aug 30, Sat Aug 31 & Mon Sept 1Offer Valid Fri Aug 30, Sat Aug 31 & Mon Sept 1
May not be exactly as shown. See instore for details.

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from September 2nd – September 6th

Fresh

Store Made Deli Sliced Store Made Deli Sliced 

Fresh

Store Made The only place to see 
our entire product line

is our home in 
Heidelberg.

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Pork Butt 
Chops

Pork Butt 
Roasts

Cooked or 
Dinner Ham Hunter’s Loaf

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

$3.49

Ib.
/$7.69kg.

$3.49

Ib.
/$10.12kg.

$4.59

Sundried Tomato 
& Feta Sausages

$2.49 Ib.
/$5.49kg.

$4.89 Ib.
/$10.78kg.

however.
“It should be noted that 

sod suppliers have indi-
cated that the sod installed 
in 2010 and 2011 did not 
perform very well due to 
dry summers as well as 
warm winters that did not 
kill soil-dwelling insect 
larvae that damage grass,” 
it reads.

Information from Kitch-
ener showed the city later 
replaced sod from the 2010 
and 2011 construction sea-
sons as some 80 to 90 per 
cent of it had died.

Councillors opted against 
the do-nothing approach, 
agreeing to spend some 
$10,000 to remove the exist-
ing poor sod, add more top-

GRASS: Neighbours still waiting at this point
FROM | COVER soil and seed the affected 

boulevards and lawns, 
amounting to about 50 per 
cent of the original road 
project area that covered 
parts of Riverside Drive 
West and Ann, Herbert, 
Samuel and William streets.

“Sod will take a couple 
of years to make a good 
catch,” said Coun. Mark 
Bauman, calling the 60-
day period too short.

He noted that residents 
should agree they’ll look 
after the grass on an ongo-
ing basis.

Responding to a question 
from Coun. Allan Poffen-
roth, Kennaley said home-
owners are now provided 
with information about 
looking after new sod and 
trees planted on boule-

vards, though that wasn’t 
the case in 2010.

Following council’s de-
cision, Kennaley said the 
goal is to have new grass 
seed in no later than mid-
September.

That was welcome news 
for Art Bolduc, whose 
mother-in-law lives on 
Samuel Street. He’s been 
the most vocal of the 
neighbours unhappy with 
the situation, calling on 
the township to restore 
the grass to the way it was 
before the construction 
work.

“I will wait until the job 
has been completed by 
the township before I put 
on my party hat and do a 
happy dance,” he said in an 
email Wednesday.

GREENING THINGS UP IN GIBSON PARK

A crew from Great Canadian Landscaping laid new sod at Elmira's Gibson Park August 27.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

Each summer, Janessa 
Pretorius spends count-
less hours preparing crafts 
and projects for Wellesley’s 
fall fair.

Last year Janessa sub-
mitted some 50 exhibits, 
including baked goods, 
flowers and a K’NEX ferris 
wheel.

The 13-year-old Welles-
ley native was so excited 
when the fair committee 
announced a new competi-
tion for 2014: homemade 
scarecrows.

“I took two bases, with 
one (scarecrow) stand-
ing up and one sitting 
and stuffed them with a 
broom,” Janessa explained. 
“They are also stuffed with 
giant body pillows – I did it 
because I love the fair.”

The two scarecrows 
were dressed up and posi-
tioned to be shaking hands 
through the fence on the 
corner of the Pretorius’ 
property, representing 
the fair’s theme,  the “in-
ternational year of family 
farming: hands across the 
fence.”

She set it up on August 
19, ready to be judged by 
the fair committee and 
potentially win a first prize 
of $50.

But less than a week 
later, the scarecrows were 
gone.

“Janessa put a lot of time 
and more than $50 of her 

Fair display may ward off 
crows, but not thieves
Girl’s handcrafted scarecrows stolen in advance of 
competition at Wellesley North Easthope Fall Fair

SCOTT BARBER

Janessa Pretorius shows off a decorated anchor and a knit scarf she made for the 2014 
Wellesley NEH Fall Fair.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

own to put together the 
display,” her mom Jeanette 
explained. “Janessa loves 
being involved in the fair, 
so this opportunity for 
creativity was right up her 
alley. You can imagine our 
family’s frustration when 
we discovered Saturday 
morning that her scare-
crow display had been 
stolen. We had attached the 
display to our fence, hop-
ing by making it not easy 
to just remove that people 
would respect her work. 
But unfortunately the thief 
took our fence apart to pull 
the zip-tied scarecrows off. 

They even took the lawn 
chair that the scarecrow 
was sitting in and attached 
to. All that remained Sat-
urday morning was the 
Wellesley North-Easthope 
Fall Fair sign, a boot and a 
glove.”

The scarecrow com-
petition was intended to 
promote the fair (signs are 
displayed alongside) in a 
unique way. Some 29 scare-
crows have been displayed 
around Wellesley, many of 
which are easily spotted in 
front of businesses along 

SCARECROW | 5
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Soap box derby cart built with true community spirit

With the start of a new school year just 
around the corner, we want to remind 
drivers to slow down in school zones 
and watch for kids walking to and from 
school. Let’s keep our town a safe and 
happy place to live. – Gary

Tip of the Week

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

When racers take off 
down Nafziger Road in the 
Wellesley Soap Box Classic 
on Monday, one car will 
stand out from the crowd.

Ethan Egli, an eight-
year-old Wellesley native, 
is taking part in the event 
for the first time in a strik-
ing blue, white and yellow 
car won in a raffle held 

Avid skateboarders 
got a first look at the pro-
posed skate park for Elmira 
on Monday evening, and 
aside from a minor change, 
they liked what they saw.

One of the elements they 
requested at previous dis-
cussions was a maple leaf 
to add some distinction to 
the park. The maple leaf 
was part of the proposal, 
but off to one side of the 
park. The skaters would 
like to see the maple leaf 
popping out of the quarter 
pipe so it’s highly visible.

“That was not at all what 
my thought was,” Scott 
Loyst, local skateboard en-
thusiast, said after seeing 

Skateboarders get first look at plan for Elmira park
The first draft of the proposed skate park is 260 feet long with a bowl, ledges, and rails to grind on. [SUBMITTED]

WHITNEY NEILSON

SCOTT BARBER by the Wellesley Board of 
Trade.

“I work at the ESSO sta-
tion so I see people coming 
and going all the time,” 
soap box derby organizer 
Wendy Sauder said. “Short-
ly after the event in 2011, 
George (Milligan) and I got 
talking about how much 
fun the kids all have and it 
got us thinking about how 
it’s a shame that more kids 

aren’t able to participate.”
So Milligan decided to 

donate a soap box kit.
“I bought a kit for our 

granddaughters a few 
years ago and by the time 
you buy the kit and get 
everything together it is 
$600,” Milligan explained. 
“Not everyone has $600 to 
spend, but everyone has a 
kid or two that might want 
to take part in the soap box 

derby.”
The kit was put together 

and painted by Brian 
Mainland.

“Brian has had a really 
cool car in the race before, 
so I knew that he was very 
handy and so on a lark I 
gave him a call and compli-
mented him on his beauti-
ful car,” Sauder explained. 

where the maple leaf was 
placed.

“That certainly would 
be much more dramatic 
coming out of the quarter-
pipe,” David Paisley said.

Ruby Weber, treasurer 
and general manager of 
the Woolwich Recreational 
Facilities Foundation, 
presented the first draft 
on behalf of Jim Barnum, 
president of Spectrum 
Skateparks Inc.

“There’s that maple leaf 
you asked for, stuck in the 
middle of nowhere,” We-
ber said pointing to it on 
the screen. “I’m assuming 
we’ll get some comments 
on that. Frankly I don’t like 
where it is.”

The most highly request-

Scott Loyst, Noah Reitzel, Kyle Wilton, and David Paisley discuss the first draft of the skate park and what they’d like to see changed.   
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ed type of park was a plaza 
style street park with a 
bowl. The proposed park is 
260 feet long with 223 feet 
of grindable ledges. There 
are 45 feet of rails and 168 
feet of grindable transition 
coping.

“This is awesome,” Loyst 
said pointing to the ledge. 
“It’s long. That’ll make for 
interesting videos when 
someone comes across this, 
does a trick, hits this, does 
another trick, pops up here 
and is able to get multiple 

tricks on the same ledge.”
The skate park, officially 

in the works since 2013, 
will be located in Bristow 
Park. The group behind it 
has been working to raise 
$500,000.

The first draft of the park 
layout includes a quarter 
pipe, a bowl, and numer-
ous rails and ledges to use 
for tricks. There will also be 
a concrete pad nearby with 
benches for people to hang 
out on.

Kyle Wilton originally 

took the idea to Woolwich 
council a couple years 
ago and he’s still looking 
at plans and offering sug-
gestions. The 17-year-old 
would like to see the park 
come to fruition this year.

Weber asked for the 
group’s thoughts on it. They 
agreed that it maximizes 
the space available and in-
cludes all the elements they 
were looking for.

They also said it’s ac-
cessible for everyone from 
beginners to expert skaters 

and bikers.
“I haven’t seen anything 

like that before,” Wilton 
said.

Weber asked the skat-
ers why the bowl has two 
depths of five feet and 
eight feet, six inches.

“It’s partially for flow, 
easier to get around,” Wil-
ton said.

The park is scheduled to 
be started the first week of 
September and be done by 
the end of October, so skat-
ers will be able to get some 
use out of it before winter 
hits. Winter didn’t seem 
like much of an issue for 
the skaters at the meeting 
though, who joked about 
shoveling it themselves in 
order to use it year-round.

“We’re not planning to 
add lights, but otherwise 
there should be no restric-
tions,” Weber said.

She said because it’s not 
made of wood or steel they 
don’t expect it to be any 
noisier than a children’s 
playground. Normal noise 
bylaws will apply.The ledges, rails, and stairs will be used for tricks by both skaters and bikers.

Ethan Egli won his soap box car in a raffle held by the Wellesley and District Board of 
Trade. [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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Woolwich’s unionized rec. staff see pay boost with market adjustment

Taxes are payable at the Township of Wellesley Municipal Of�ce 
(4639 Lobsinger Line) by cheque, money order, cash or debit; at 
Financial Institutions located within the Township of Wellesley, 
Telebanking, Internet Banking or by Pre-Authorized Payment. 

Credit Cards are not accepted.

There is a mail box available at the of�ce for payments being made 
after hours. Postdated cheques for the due dates are accepted.

Tax Payments may also be mailed to:
Township of Wellesley
4639 Lobsinger Line

R. R. #1
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

NOTE: Persons who have acquired properties and have not 
received a tax bill should contact the Municipal Of�ce. Failure to 
receive a tax bill does not relieve a taxpayer from responsibility 

for payment of taxes, nor from penalty for late payment.

Bonnie Kroetsch
Financial / Tax Clerk
Township of Wellesley
Telephone 519-699-3943

NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNERS
The 1st Installment of the 2014 Final Tax Bill

Is due September 3, 2014

Plans for a 38-home 
subdivision in Maryhill 
won support from Wool-
wich councillors this week. 
That decision is likely to 
be questioned at council’s 
next meeting by residents 
who didn’t get a chance to 
speak Tuesday night.

Some of the neighbours 
turned up at  the commit-
tee-of-the-whole meeting 
in St. Jacobs, but no one 
asked to be put on the 
agenda at that point, nor 
did council offer up that 
option.

At a public meeting to 
discuss the project last 

Maryhill subdivision gets the go-ahead
Woolwich deems residents’ concerns addressed in latest plan that will add 38 homes to the village

STEVE KANNON December, residents ex-
pressed concerns about its 
impact on existing neigh-
bourhood and surrounding 
natural environment. In 
recommending council’s 
approval, director of engi-
neering and planning Dan 
Kennaley said the appli-
cant has addressed the is-
sues raised by the public.

The decision moves for-
ward plans by Sunset Hills 
Estates (855384 Ontario 
Ltd.) to build 38 single-
family homes on a 29-acre 
(11.8 hectare) portion of 
a property that totals 82 
acres, with 52 acres to re-
main as agricultural land 
outside the settlement 

boundaries. The portion to 
be developed is within the 
Maryhill urban area, and 
has long been zoned for 
residential development.

The lands are on the 
west side of the village, and 
would see the extension 
westward of Zingervilla 
Place and  a link to Home-
stead Drive, providing two 
entrances into the subdivi-
sion.

The lots, a minimum of 
a half-acre in size, would 
be serviced by municipal 
water from the existing 
system on the east side 
of Maryhill Road at St. 
Boniface Drive. The homes 
would be on private septic 

systems. The extension of 
services will provide an 
opportunity for 16 exist-
ing homes to connect to 
municipal water, said Ken-
naley, stressing that will be 
an option, with residents 
not obligated to do so.

The township plans to 
pay for the installation of 
a connection stub for each 
property when water pipes 
are installed in front of 
the houses on Homestead 
Drive. Property owners 
would be billed for the en-
tire cost of the stub if and 
when they decide to hook 
up to the water line. 

Noting that the new 
homes, like existing 

houses, would be on septic 
systems, Coun. Mark Bau-
man asked if the developer 
had done baseline testing 
of the private wells on adja-
cent properties, “to ensure 
they’re free of contamina-
tion at the start.”

Hugh Handy, a planner 
with the GSP Group repre-
senting the developer, said 
testing had been done, al-
lowing for comparisons of 
groundwater quality dur-
ing and after construction 
of the subdivision.

“We’ll continue to moni-
tor those wells,” he said of 
plans for ongoing inspec-
tions.

The monitoring also 

allows the developer to as-
sess the impact on the wet-
lands, one of the concerns 
raised by residents, he 
noted, adding there were 
design changes follow-
ing the input at the public 
meeting.

Kennaley said the town-
ship, Region of Waterloo 
and Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority are all “sat-
isfied” with the plan as it 
currently stands.

Sunset Hills Estates 
plans to develop the project 
and build custom homes in 
the form of bungalows that 
would start at 2,800 square 
feet and two-story houses 
from 3,800 sq. ft.

Nine unionized workers 
with Woolwich’s recreation 
department are getting a 
raise retroactive to Jan. 1, 
2013, the result of a market 
rate adjustment. The new 
deal ironed out behind 
closed doors was ratified by 
council Tuesday night.

The increase amounts 
to about one per cent an-
nually for the term of the 

STEVE KANNON current collective bargain-
ing agreement, which runs 
through 2015. The raise is 
in addition to the yearly 
1.5 per cent cost-of-living 
increase. The adjustment, 
calculated following a com-
parison to similar-sized 
municipalities, was agreed 
to during those contract 
negotiations, said chief ad-
ministrative officer David 
Brenneman.

During talks that led to 

a three-year contract with 
members of the Canadian 
Union of Public Employ-
ees local 1542, both sides 
agreed to engage con-
sultants to look at where 
Woolwich’s pay rates stood 
in comparison to other mu-
nicipalities, he explained.

“We agreed that we 
would go through a job re-
classification process,” he 
said in a later interview.

The review found that 

facility attendants should 
get a three per cent raise, 
while the lead hands were 
due an increase of 1.08 per 
cent. Taking into account 
the economic times and 
the ability to pay, the two 
sides agreed to phase-in 
the increase over three 
years, said Brenneman.

With the new increase, 

facility attendants will earn 
$22.48 to $23.61 an hour 
this year, rising to $23.05-
$24.20 in 2015. Lead hands 
will be paid an hourly rate 
of $25.48 this year and 
$25.95 next. On top of that, 
there’s a shift premium of 
$1.35 per hour, which will 
remain unchanged for the 
remainder of the contract.

Director of finance Rich-
ard Petherick said the in-
crease will mean a payout 
of an additional $5,000 for 
2013, $9,800 for 2014 and 
$13,600 next year. Room 
was built into the budget to 
accommodate the market 
rate review.

“We have sufficient ca-
pacity to take the expense.”

GETTING READY FOR THE GREAT OUTDOORS

Sharon Grose, Denise Bott 
and Andrew Bott have put a 
considerable amount of work 
into the 13th annual Youth 
Outdoors Day at Luther Marsh, 
including 150 hours preparing 
the bird feeder kits by the Botts. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

A bid to Avoid 
train whistles 
in St. Jacobs

Years of complaining about the 
late-night blaring of train whistles 
that has interrupted the slumber of 
St. Jacobs residents has done nothing 
to change the railway’s practice. Now 
Woolwich Coun. Mark Bauman fears 
the situation will go from bad to 
worse, another byproduct of Waterloo 
Region’s controversial light rail transit 
scheme.

Currently, the whistles are an issue in 

the village with a freight train passing 
through on the way to Elmira between 
10 a.m. and 2 p.m. With the LRT set 
to use the same tracks, heavy trains 
will be using the line between 2 and 
5 a.m., ensuring the disturbance will 
always be in the wee hours of the 
morning, said Bauman, who raised the 
concern as councillors met August 26.

Looking to get a jump on the LRT’s 
deployment, he suggested the 
township request having the train 
whistles reduced or eliminated as 
is the case when the train passes 
through Waterloo.

Past efforts, including a petition in 
2009, have thus far proven fruitless.

Firefighters going 
door to door in 
alarm campaign

Woolwich firefighters will be going 
door to door in September on an infor-
mation campaign to boost awareness 
of the importance of smoke alarms 
and carbon monoxide detectors.

New provincial legislation makes it 
mandatory for all homes with indoor 
fuel-burning appliances to have 
working carbon monoxide detectors. 
The province estimates some 70 per 
cent of all carbon monoxide deaths 

and injuries occur in homes.
The CO campaign joins the smoke 

alarm program launched a decade 
ago to inform residents of the risks of 
not having properly working smoke 
detectors in place. 

“This program has been an essential 
public safety and education tool for the 
Woolwich Fire Department for the past 
10 years,” says fire prevention officer 
Dennis Aldous. “We will continue to 
use this program to promote and 
ensure the use of operational smoke 
and CO alarms in homes to make 
certain that residents continue to be 
safe and protected from unnecessary 
risks related to fire.”

Mill Street work 
nearly complete

Construction work that’s closed and 
bottlenecked portions of Mill Street in 
Elmira is nearing completion, says a 
report from Woolwich Township.

All of the underground watermain 
and sewer replacement is complete, 
including the individual service con-
nections to properties. Curb and gutter, 
sidewalk and base course asphalt work 
has also been completed. Mill Street 
was expected to be open to traffic 
later this week with asphalt driveway 
restoration, topsoil and sod placement 

AUGUST 18

12:46 PM | Police responded 
to a collision after a Kia that was 
slowing for traffic on Line 86 just west 
of Herrgott Road was hit from behind 
by a black Mazda pickup truck. The 
driver of the pickup was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

AUGUST 19

6:55 AM | A black Lincoln and 
a brown Chevrolet were eastbound 
on Foundry Street in Baden when 
the Lincoln stopped for a traffic signal 
and was struck from behind by the 
Chevrolet. The male driver of the 
Chevrolet was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

7:00 AM | A Dundalk man was 
travelling southbound on Fountain 
Street near Breslau when his vehicle 
struck a deer that ran out of the bush. 
There were no injuries.

7:36 AM | A Paisley man 
driving southbound on Arthur Street 
in a white Toyota slowed for traffic ap-
proximately 200 metres north of the 
Sawmill Road roundabout and was 
struck from behind by a man driving 
an white Hyundai. The Hyundai driver 
was charged with ‘careless driving.’

and general clean-up remaining, said 
the  report released Wednesday.

Topsoil and sod work is expected 
within the next week or two.

An all-way stop condition will be 
created at the intersection of Duke 
Street and Mill Street, with new stop 
signs expected to be installed on 
September 15 for both north and south 
bound Duke Street traffic.

OPP to launch distracted-driver 
blitz over the Labour Day weekend

Over the Labour Day 
weekend, the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police will be on the 
lookout for distracted driv-
ers using electronic devices 
such as cell phones.

The OPP say motorists 
who talk on cell phones, text 
or engage in other forms of 
distraction while driving 
will be easier to spot now 
they’re dedicating more 
police vehicles to enforce 
Ontario’s distracted driving 
legislation full-time. 

Ten unmarked police 
vehicles will take to the 
roads over the Labour Day 
Long Weekend and the OPP 
anticipates that these addi-
tional resources are a much-
needed measure to make 
Ontario roads safer for those 
who share the road with dis-
tracted drivers. 

Thirty-five people have 
died so far this year in mo-

tor vehicle collisions within 
OPP jurisdiction in which 
an inattentive driver was a 
contributing factor. In 2013, 
86 people died in distrac-
tion-related collisions. This 
category of road fatality 
surpassed both impaired-
related and speed-related 
deaths investigated by the 
OPP last year. Since Ontar-
io’s distracted driving laws 
were introduced in 2009, 
the OPP has investigated 
374 inattentive-related road 
deaths.

The blitz comes on the 
heels of a survey of licenced 
Ontario students in which 
some 50 per cent of Grade 12 
students admitted to texting 
while driving. As of June 
30, 2014, the OPP had laid 
more than 10,000 charges 
to Ontario motorists who 
were caught driving while 
distracted. 

9:00 AM | A woman from St. 
Jacobs driving a brown Chrysler at-
tempted to turn into a private drive 
in the 2200 block of New Dundee 
Road in North Dumfries Township 
and struck a retaining wall. No one 
was injured. There were no charges.

AUGUST 21

8:00 AM | Sometime 
overnight a shed located on a farm 
property in the 1100 block of Noah 
Road in Woolwich Township was 
entered and a plasma welder and a 
mig welder were stolen.  

AUGUST 22

4:30 PM| A Waterloo Regional 
Police officer was operating a cruiser 
northbound on Waterloo Street 
in New Hamburg. As they slowed 
down for changing traffic conditions, 
the cruiser was rear-ended by a 
blue Dodge, which was then hit by 
a white Jeep Patriot. The cruiser 
sustained approximately $4,000 
in damage. The Dodge had front 
bumper and rear bumper damage 
estimated at $4,000 and the Jeep's 
front end damage was estimated 
at $4,000. The driver of the Dodge 
and the Jeep are both New Hamburg 
residents.

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER CHARGED AFTER COLLISION

Police and fire crews responded to a two-vehicle collision on Lobsinger Line at Martin Creek Road August 21 at 2:18 p.m.  A dump truck rear-ended a pickup truck with a trailer as the vehicle 
turned right onto Martin Creek Road, sending the pick-up through the stop sign. The driver of the dump truck was charged with ‘careless driving.’  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

“I told him about the kit 
and asked if he would con-
sider constructing it.”

Luckily, Mainland was 
already thinking about 
buying another kit to put 
together for fun, and was 
eager to get involved. 

“He took it on with gus-
to,” Sauder said. “He en-
joys it and you can clearly 
see that when you see the 
car.

The car was initially won 

Queens Bush Road. Even 
more are expected at a sec-
ond competition to be held 
during the fair September 
9-10.

Unfortunately, Janessa 
won’t be able to take part, 
which is very disappointing 
for the Pretorius family. 

“If they bring it back, 
she could still redo it,” 
Jeannette said. “She loves 
these competitions. They 
run a best-dressed home 
event every Christmas and 
she made an upside down 
snowman with its feet up in 
the air – people loved that 
crazy snowman.”

The whole ordeal is very 
odd, Jeanette added, be-

cause, who steals a scare-
crow?

“We thought that maybe 
some kid saw the neon 
hoodie (worn by one of the 
scarecrows) and thought 
‘hey, that’s pretty cool.’ 
And the farmer (scarecrow) 
had overalls on and those 
are cool things right now. I 
thought that people might 
want to take it apart, but 
not take the whole thing.” 

Jeanette reported the 
incident to the police, who 
told her that even though 
the crime may seem minor, 
it is important for the pub-
lic to supply police with 
information so they can 
make sure to stem vandal-
ism before if grows into a 
larger issue.

MISSING: Thieves undo all the effort put into the display
FROM | 2

Janessa Pretorius’ scarecrows were stolen from her family’s Wellesley home at the corner of 
Village Place and Village Road August 30. 

SOAP BOX: Pitching in to ensure kids can take part in the derby
FROM | 3 by Brian Finn.

“He bought a raffle ticket 
to support the cause not 
really expecting to win,” 
Sauder said. “So he de-
cided to re-donate the car 
to be re-raffled.”

It goes to show the gen-
erosity of the community, 
Sauder added. 

Waiver forms and the $12 
entrance fee must be sub-
mitted by August 30. Reg-
istration for The Wellesley 
Soap Box Classic begins at 

1 p.m. on September 1 in 
the parking lot of First St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Age categories (as of Sept. 
1, 2014) are 8-10, 11-13, 14-17 
and 18+

The soap box car was donated by George Milligan and constructed by Brian Mainland.
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IT MUST HAVE SEEMED like a bad case of déjà 
vu – emphasis on bad – for residents of Samuel 
and Ann streets in Elmira as Woolwich staff 
pressed to take no action on the unkempt boule-
vards in their neighbourhood. 

After a lengthy battle, council finally agreed last winter to 
deal with the dead sod and rampant weeds on a number of 
properties, private and public, that followed a road recon-
struction project in 2010. Instead of new grass in the spring 
– just think of how well it would have taken to the cool, wet 
weather all summer – residents went through another sea-
son of mess. Nothing was done despite council’s directive.

Last week, residents were treated to a report calling for the 
work that should have already been done to not be done at 
all. To their credit, councillors were not swayed.

Still, there’s something rather out of place with the 
$10,000 price tag to strip away the old sod, put down a pit of 
topsoil and seed the worst of the areas, principally munici-
pal property. (The projected $40,000 bill to re-sod the entire 
area is even more extreme). Those costs are somewhat gall-
ing given that a year or two ago, many of the residents would 
have been happy to do the work themselves if the township 
had dropped off some topsoil and seed.

This could have been a fine example of Woolwich’s com-
munity-minded projects, with people coming together to 
quickly and cheaply solve a problem and make their neigh-
bourhood that much nicer. We see this all the time, from tree 
plantings to cleanup days, from service club projects to Men-
nonite barn-raisings.

Instead, we had what is a relatively simple matter tied up 
in bureaucratic red tape unbecoming and unnecessary in a 
municipality as small as Woolwich.

The decision to fob off responsibility for the poor con-
dition of sod laid after a reconstruction project naturally 
rankled some residents. In essence, the township wanted to 
wash its hands of the issue, saying it’s the responsibility of 
adjacent homeowners to maintain municipal property. But, 
as past discussions over encroachment issues clearly show, 
the township is eager to make clear its ownership when the 
mood suits it.

Again, this would be less likely to become an issue if 
citizens felt that they were getting good value for their ever-
increasing taxes. Instead, just the opposite is true.

Blame for the faltering legitimacy of government can be 
laid squarely on the shoulders of politicians and bureaucrats 
everywhere.

When it comes to local and regional government, many of 
us can’t be bothered to vote – typically, fewer than a third of 
us bother to show up – but that doesn’t mean we don’t notice 
that service levels suffer even as taxes increase and growth 
reduces the quality of life even as it pads the coffers ... and 
wallets of those who are supposed to be working for the pub-
lic, rather than the other way around.

Which brings us to something as visible as weedy and 
overgrown municipal properties. Unkempt boulevards, 
roadsides, parks and arenas are a very visible reminder that 
the kind of work that used to be done is now being ignored 
even as we pay more and more to those who are supposed to 
keep our communities in good repair.

At the heart of the matter, ignoring the basics – cutting the 
grass, picking up litter and keeping facilities clean – makes 
for bad optics, reinforcing the notion that officials have their 
priorities wrong, attuned more to their convenience than 
public service. That leads to the grumbling about looking 
after property that belongs to a municipality that doesn’t 
look after its citizens.

Sod issue is not as 
complicated as 
Woolwich made it

It is quite possible for 
soldiers to cross a frontier 
“by accident on an un-
marked section,” and that 
is how Moscow explains 
the capture of a group of 
Russian paratroopers on 
Ukrainian territory last 
weekend. Poor lambs, they 
just wandered across the 
border by mistake. When 
they get home, they’ll have 
to be sent on a refresher 
course in cross-country 
navigation.

The flaw in this story 
is that the ten captured 
Russian soldiers, from the 
331st Regiment of the 98th 
Guards Airborne Division, 
were caught in a group 
of unmarked vehicles 20 
kilometres inside Ukraine. 
That’s a third of the way 
from the Russian border 
to the besieged rebel city 
of Donetsk, and it’s really 
hard to explain away as a 
navigational error.

Besides, there is plenty 
of other evidence (though 
no other video interviews 
with captured Russian 
troops) to show that there 

Russia playing a game of chicken with Ukraine
is now a three-pronged 
Russian offensive under-
way in eastern Ukraine. 
There are probably fewer 
than a thousand Russian 
regular army troops on 
Ukrainian territory at the 
moment, but their purpose 
is clearly to stop the col-
lapse of the pro-Russian 
rebels and reverse the mo-
mentum in the ground war.

Last week the Ukrainian 
forces finally cut the last 
remaining road from Rus-
sia to the besieged city of 
Luhansk, shortly after a 
large convoy of Russian 
trucks violated Ukrainian 
sovereignty and drove up 
that road to deliver “hu-
manitarian” aid to the city. 
The rebel forces have now 
launched a counter-offen-
sive to reopen the road, 
and Russian self-propelled 
artillery units have entered 
Ukraine in the Krasnodon 
area to support their at-
tacks.

Another Russian force, 
including tanks, crossed 
the border on August 24 
some 50 kilometres south 
of Donetsk, the capital of 
the other rebel province, 
and is trying to open a 
corridor to that city. (The 
captured paratroopers were 
part of that force, which is 

currently stalled near Il-
ovaisk.) And on August 25 a 
column of Russian armour 
crossed into Ukraine well 
to the south, heading west 
along the coast of the Sea 
of Azov towards the port 
city of Mariupol.

This last incursion, 
presumably an attempt 
to open a third front and 
relieve the pressure on the 
two besieged cities, has 
now occupied Novoazovsk, 
about 30 kilometres east of 
Mariupol. The Ukrainian 
forces say they destroyed a 
dozen armoured infantry 
carriers there, but in the 
end they were driven out. 
Russian helicopter gun-
ships also killed four Ukrai-
nian border guards and 
wounded three others in an 
attack on a border post east 
of Luhansk on Tuesday.

It’s not yet all-out war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, 
but there is no doubt that 
Ukrainian forces are now in 
direct combat with Russian 
troops on several fronts. 
Russia still officially denies 
all this, of course, but its 
denials are not meant to be 
believed. Rather than see 
the separatist forces that 
Moscow has sponsored in 
the two eastern Ukrainian 
provinces simply collapse, 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has decided to esca-
late the conflict.

The message is that 
Russia will do whatever is 
necessary militarily to keep 
the rebellion alive. But is 
that really true? Putin is 
now just one step short 
of a full Russian invasion 
of eastern Ukraine, and 
Russia is already suffering 
serious economic sanc-
tions. Take that last step, 
and it’s back to the Cold 
War – a war that Russia 
would ultimately lose, and 
it wouldn’t take 40 years 
this time either.

Today’s Russia has only 
half the population of the 
old Soviet Union, and it is 
no longer a major indus-
trial power. Without its oil 
and gas exports, its citizens 
would be as poor as Ukrai-
nians. If NATO started to 
take the “Russian threat” 
really seriously and re-
armed itself accordingly, 
Russia simply couldn’t 
keep up militarily – and 
even trying would wreck 
its fragile economy. In the 
end, that would probably 
bring Putin down.

Putin presumably un-
derstands this at some 

DYER | 8

With this Labour Day weekend, August rolls over into September ... "weather" we like it or not.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Nostalgia not only feels good, reseach shows that it is good for you

Funny how that back-
to-school feeling never 
fully recedes. It’s been 
ages since I’ve had to think 
about returning to a class-
room, more so in the mean-
ingful way of the elemen-
tary and high school years. 
But every time Labour Day 
approaches, I can’t help but 
revisit some of the feelings 
associated with new pen-
cils, notebooks and binders 
– no electronics in those 
days, save for the pocket 
calculator that came along 
with trigonometry (the 
obligatory cos, sin and tan 
buttons).

Where this time of year 
used to foster some dread 
in the early post-school 
years – looking forward to 
the first day of school di-
minished with each grade 
– now the back-to-school 
flyers are a harbinger of 
summer’s end. No matter 
how nice the fall, the sea-
son that follows is never a 
welcome one.

Perhaps the most preva-
lent feeling these days is 

one of nostalgia. While 
the school days came with 
more than a little angst, 
particularly at the second-
ary level, we do tend to 
fuzzify our memories of 
them. Tell teenagers em-
broiled in the amalgam 
of classes, homework and 
the range of social issues 
that come with high school 
that those experiences will 
someday look like the best 
of times and you may be 
labelled nuts. Only time, 
and nostalgia, will con-
vince them.

Yes, the farther removed 
from the school years, or 
anything in our pasts, the 
more likely our memories 
will be selective, but that 
doesn’t make nostalgia any 
less valid.

For the longest time, 
nostalgia got a bum rap.

In the 17th and 18th 
centuries, nostalgia was 
viewed as a medical dis-
ease, complete with symp-
toms including weeping, 
irregular heartbeat and 
anorexia. Swiss physician 
Johannes Hofer coined 
the term nostalgia in 1688, 
applying it to the ills suf-
fered by Swiss mercenaries 
fighting wars in far-flung 
places. Traits were attribut-

ed to causes as ephemeral 
as brain demons or damage 
to soldiers’ ears and brains 
due to the prevalence of 
clanging cowbells in the 
Alps.

By the 20th century, 
nostalgia was regarded as a 
psychiatric disorder, with 
symptoms such as insom-
nia, anxiety and depression 
and was confined to a few 
groups such as first-year 
boarding students and im-
migrants. Only recently 
did psychologists begin 
focusing on the positive 
and potentially therapeutic 
aspects of nostalgia

Recent studies examin-
ing nostalgia have shown 
that it occurs in all cul-
tures and among all age 
groups. Despite this wide 
range, there are some fea-
tures that are common to 
the majority of nostalgic 
experiences. For example, 
nostalgic thoughts will 
usually feature a person 
we are close to, a signifi-
cant event or a place im-
portant to us. In addition, 
we play a starring role in 
our nostalgic scenes, al-
though we are generally 
surrounded by family and 
friends. 

Far from being a nega-

tive, nostalgia in fact plays 
a positive role, making us 
happier and more content. 
Though we tend to get nos-
talgic at times of loneliness 
and even depression, that 
tendency is not a result 
of those negative moods 
but a counterbalance – 
something of a self-help 
technique to boost our low 
states.

Research suggests that 
nostalgia can promote psy-
chological health. Psychol-
ogists inducing nostalgia in 
a group of study volunteers 
found overall positive feel-
ings in this group, includ-
ing higher self-esteem and 
an increase in the feeling of 
being loved and protected 
by others. Recent work has 
also shown that nostal-
gia counteracts effects of 
loneliness, by increasing 
perceptions of social sup-
port. In addition, that same 
study found that loneliness 
can trigger nostalgia.

“Nostalgia, compared 
to control conditions, in-
creases self-esteem as well 
as perceptions of meaning 
in life. By allowing people 
to revisit cherished life 
experiences, nostalgia 
boosts positive self-regard 
and promotes the feeling 

that life is full of mean-
ing and purpose,” says Dr. 
Clay Routledge, a social 
psychologist and associate 
professor of psychology at 
North Dakota State Univer-
sity, of scientific research 
into nostalgia.

“Nostalgia, compared 
to control conditions, in-
creases perceptions of so-
cial connectedness. Again, 
as previously mentioned, 
nostalgic experiences tend 
to be highly social in na-
ture. The consequence of 
this is that nostalgia makes 
people feel closer to others. 
Nostalgia reminds people 
that they are loved and 
valued by close others,” he 
writes in a recent journal 
article.

“Other recent stud-
ies further indicate that 
nostalgia reduces stress 
and makes people feel 
energized, inspired, and 
optimistic about the future. 
The punch line of all this 
work is that nostalgia is 
good for people. Contrary 
to past assertions, nostal-
gia does not harm people; 
it benefits psychological 
health and well-being.”

Given the strong ties to 
our mental state, it’s no 
wonder marketers are keen 

to exploit it, tying their 
messages to everything 
from our favourite music 
to movies based on books, 
television shows and other 
movies from our past.

For many of us, the pres-
ent often compares poorly 
to the past. When looking 
back on the movies, tele-
vision shows, road trips 
and life more generally, 
we often perceive our past 
experiences as better than 
the same kinds of experi-
ences we have today. This 
is a natural bias that can be 
exploited.

Nostalgia has a wide 
range of triggers. Familiar 
smells, music, and even 
connecting with old friends 
through social media can 
bring on waves of nostal-
gia.

But research shows the 
experiences that most 
commonly trigger nos-
talgia could be described 
as psychological threats. 
Loneliness, for instance, 
is a prominent trigger of 
nostalgia. Further, the 
research has shown that 
Hofer and his ilk had it all 
wrong: Nostalgia doesn’t 
trigger distress, distress 

What makes you excited for the new school year?

"Seeing my friends. "

 » Maeve Partyka

"Learning French."

 » Jori Jackson

"Using my new school supplies."

 » Sophie Partyka

"Playing at the park."

 » Isabella Partyka

"Seeing my friends."

 » Avery Schwindt

"The only way to avoid a disastrous smash-up and still not lose is for both players to go sane at exactly the same time." Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8



8 | COMMENT THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2014

THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Diplomacy not working 
in case of Russian aggression
FROM | 6

 » Canadian Taxpayers Federation

level, but his pride, and his 
desire to restore Russian 
power, won’t let him just 
accept defeat. So the cur-
rent escalation is best seen 
as his next move in a game 
of chicken: can he frighten 
the West into making a 
deal that saves his face and 
turns Ukraine back into 
a political and economic 
dependency of Russia? The 
answer is: probably not.

Ukraine’s president, 
Petro Poroshenko, cer-
tainly does not intend to go 
back to the old days. When 
he called a parliamentary 
election last week, he was 
effectively declaring that 
Ukraine will continue to be 
a sovereign and centralized 

state, not the neutered and 
decentralized state that 
Moscow wants – and that it 
will keep its options open 
on joining the European 
Union and even NATO 
(though neither of those 
options is currently on of-
fer).

The problem with games 
of chicken is that each 
player must demonstrate 
his willingness to go all the 
way, even though going all 
the way is crazy. The first 
one to give way to an attack 
of sanity loses. The only 
way to avoid a disastrous 
smash-up and still not lose 
is for both players to go 
sane at exactly the same 
time. That is what diplo-
macy is for, but so far it 
isn’t working.

According to Statistics Canada data, governments in Canada put 
$6.7 billion into government employee pension plans back in 2002. 
By 2012, that expense had skyrocketed to $18.1 billion; a 169 per cent 
increase. The CTF calculated the cost per employee at $2,676 in 2002 
and $5,741 by 2012; an increase of 115 per cent.

 » Oxfam executive director Robert Fox speaks against austerity polices at the 
Peoples' Social Forum in Ottawa

"Every advocacy group, federal scientist, environmental research 
centre and government statistician documenting the various issues 
raised by neoliberal polities have been the target of austerity 
measures by the Canadian government. Their budgets have been 
cut, jobs were lost and access to data regarding the democratic 
decisions that concern us was significantly restricted."

 » From the Aug. 29, 1998 edition of the Observer

Officials suspected arson as the cause of a barn fire at the Elmira 
Raceway August 22. The fire killed a horse and caused an estimated 
$150,000 in damage. The Woolwich Fire Department asked the 
Ontario Fire Marshal to investigate the blaze.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Building in 
Woolwich is not 
always a pleasure

To The Editor,
Re: the Venture ar-
ticle on township build-
ing department activities 
(Observer, Aug. 16/14). 
Specifically, for Woolwich 
Township, I was pleased to 
see that, for new building 
contractors, “it’s a plea-
sure to build here” as Mr. 
VanderBeek put it.  

Unfortunately, from my 
most recent project expe-
rience, the same cannot 
be said for the renovation 
business.

 For one, it was impos-
sible to determine how 
the building permit fees 
were calculated by town-

triggers nostalgia. And 
that’s good for us.

So, if you find yourself 
reminiscing about your 
school days as those fa-
miliar yellow buses start 
rolling again next week, 
don’t dismiss it as so much 

KANNON: Reminiscing is more 
than just a distracting thought
FROM | 7

daydreaming or wistful in-
dulgence, but embrace the 
opportunity to boost your 
mental and even physical 
health.

I’ll try to do the same as 
I curse the pending change 
of seasons and the many 
intervening years since 
those glory days. 

ship staff. The fees were 
higher than anything I 
could figure out using 
the fee schedule avail-
able on the township 
website. 

Secondly, it appears 
township official(s) are 
unfamiliar with various 
aspects of the build-
ing code, at least when 
dealing with multi-unit 
residential renovations, 
thereby creating in-
creased engineering costs 
and construction delays 
for the owner. 

Thirdly, while in the pro-
cess of meeting legal re-
quirements, I found hones-
ty was not always a strong 
point with all planning and 
building officials.

ALBERT LUBBERTS, ELMIRA

KEEPING YOU IN-THE-KNOW ABOUT THE PEOPLE,
EVENTS, AND NEWS IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

KEEPING
WATCH
OVER OUR
COMMUNITY

IN PRINT. ONLINE. IN PICTURES. IN DEPTH.
THE MOST TRUSTED NEWS AND INFORMATION SOURCE
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Jeff Snyder returns to the 
Kings as assistant coach
After a stint in the OHL and national 
sledge hockey program, Elmira native 
is back with the team where he spent 
time as a player, coach and GM.

SCOTT BARBER

GALEA | 11RETURN | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

Limbo-ing 
down the 
road to 
recovery

I was trout fishing on 
the Grand in fast water the 
other day with my buddy 
Erik. Any two of these fac-
tors is enough to increase 
the potential for me taking 
a soaking. But put all three 
together and it’s sure to 
happen.

Surprisingly, however, it 
did not.

There was one moment 
when it could have gone 
either way though. Erik 
and me were, at that time, 
and without intention, 
nymph fishing for suckers 
when I took a step to the 
side, found a hole in the 
river bottom covered with 
a mossy surface that my 
felt soles didn’t like. Before 
I knew it, I was well on my 
way to lying down in two 
feet of fast water. 

But, as I said, it didn’t 
happen. 

Just as I hit the 75 de-
gree mark, my rigid body, 
trained by years of unin-
tentional soakings, stopped 
cold, defied gravity and 
then righted itself. 

As I continued fishing, 
as if nothing happened at 
all, Erik stood there slack-
jawed and, quite frankly, 
disappointed. 

NOT SO GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

After 16 years, two 
Paralympic Games and one 
gold medal, Jeff Snyder 
will return to the Elmira 
Sugar Kings as an assistant 
coach. 

The Elmira native spent 
much of the last decade 
coaching the Canadian 
men’s sledge hockey team, 
an experience that rein-
vigorated his passion for 
the game.

“It was awesome,” Sny-
der said, shortly before 
the Sugar Kings’ first 
exhibition game of the 
2014-15 campaign. “I really 
enjoyed my time with the 
sledge hockey program. … 
Working with those kinds 
of players who aren’t play-
ing for money, they’re 
playing because they want 
to represent their country. 
And they have had to over-
come adversity in their 
lives because of disability; 
that was very refreshing 
for me. I learned a lot from 
the players about life.”

Snyder’s last stint with 
the Kings came as the 
club’s head coach and gen-
eral manager during the 
successful 1996-98 run that 
included two Cherrey Cups 
and one Sutherland Cup 
championship. 

He then made the jump 
up to the Ontario Hockey 

In his fourth and final year with the Junior C club, he hopes to steer team towards a championship
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Jacks name Reid Denstedt as new captain
WHITNEY NEILSON

Veteran Wellesley 
Applejacks player Reid 
Denstedt will be taking 
over the team as captain 
in his fourth and final year 
playing for the Junior C 
team. He inherits the title 
from Brett MacDonald, 
who aged-out of the league. 

General manager Bill 
Grebinski says Denstedt is 

a local talent who has been 
a proven leader for the 
Jacks.

“He’s community in-
volved, he loves working 
with the community,” 
Grebinski said. “We do 
different functions, like 
we do classroom visits, we 
do library book readings, 
we’re active with the Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festival. 
Reid is always active and 

inspirational in getting the 
players to come out and 
participate.”

This will be the forward’s 
last season with the Apple-
jacks. Grebinski said it’s 
fitting to have him as cap-
tain because of the leader-
ship qualities he brings to 
the ice.

“We always have a full 
roster and on the ice he’s a 
very talented young man 

and just a great leader in 
the dressing room,” Gre-
binski said. “So for us to 
name him as a captain was 
an honour for us.”

Denstedt said they have 
a lot of new faces joining 
the roster this season. Like 
most teams, their goal is 
to make a deep run in the 
playoffs

“It’s going to be a nice 
end to a nice, long career 

here, but hopefully I can 
make a good run at the 
championship, make it 
somewhat memorable,” 
Denstedt said.

Coleton Madge will sport 
an ‘A’ this season. This 
is his third year with the 
Applejacks and Grebinski 
said he’s anxious to get him 
on the ice.

“He suffered a very se-
vere ankle break last year 

and we’re just now ready 
to get him back into the 
roster.”

Grebinski is particularly 
excited about signing Matt 
Schieck, a former forward 
for the Waterloo Siskins 
who was a key player in 
their Cherrey Cup victory 
last season.

“Matt’s education was 

League as an assistant 
coach with the Kitchener 
Rangers, taking over the 
head coach role during the 
1999-2000 season. 

Unfortunately, Snyder 
was let go by the Rangers 
after the team posted a 26-
36-6 record in 2000-01. It 
was a tough pill to swallow.

“I was a bit down on 
myself when I was let go by 
the Rangers,” he recalled. 
“I was maybe missing that 
(love for the game), but 
coaching the sledge hockey 
team brought it back.”

After two Olympic cycles 
that included a gold medal 
win in 2006 at Turin and a 
fourth-place finish at the 
Vancouver Paralympics in 
2010, Snyder stepped away 
from the game again. 

But the itch to coach 
quickly returned.

“Hockey is in my blood,” 
he explained.  “I know 
when I wasn’t doing it I 
missed it … so I went to 
Cambridge (Winter Hawks) 
last year, and then the op-
portunity came up here.”

A spot on the staff 
opened up when assistant 
coach Matt Desmeules left 
to spend more time with 
his family and Snyder was 
a perfect fit, Sugar Kings 
general manager Paul Jen-
nings said.

Jeff Snyder led the Elmira Sugar Kings to a Sutherland Cup Championship in 1996-97 as the club’s head coach and general manager.   
[SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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first and foremost for 
him so unfortunately he 
couldn’t keep with the Ju-
nior B schedule,” Grebinski 
said. “The Junior C sched-
ule is much more attractive 
and he chose to play in 
Wellesley and we’re very 
appreciative of that. He’s 
a really talented hockey 
player.”

Schieck will help fill the 
roles of Alex Stoody and 
Brett MacDonald, who 
finished with the Jacks 
last season. Stoody was the 
league scoring champion 
and MacDonald was in the 
top five of the league for 
assists last year.

 “For us that is a major 
addition to our team,” Gre-
binski said.

Schieck will be studying 
business with a minor in 
kinesiology at the Universi-
ty of Guelph this year. The 
St. Jacobs native scored 
eight goals and 11 assists in 
regular season play for the 
Siskins last season. 

He said his personal goal 
is to fit into the new team 
and play whatever role he’s 
given.

“Wellesley just has a 

great atmosphere, a great 
team so far it looks like,” 
Schieck said. “I have some 
family in Wellesley too so 
it’s just the right fit.”

SIGNINGS: New recruits have team optimistic
FROM | 9

Notice of Intention to Amend the  
Taxi-Cab Licensing By-Law

The Region of Waterloo intends to amend By-law 04-069 (Taxi-Cab Licensing). The changes 
to the by-law will require Taxi-Cab Owners and Drivers to renew their licenses on their date 
of birth.

The by-law will be considered at the Licensing and Retail Committee Meeting scheduled for:

Wednesday, September 17, 2014 - 5:00 p.m. 
Regional Municipality of Waterloo 

Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Administration Building 
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the proposed by-law will be available for review after Friday, September 12, 2014 
in the Council & Administrative Services Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick 
Street, Kitchener.  If you have questions concerning the amendments, please contact Angelo 
Apfelbaum at 519-575-4757 ext. 4040.

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register as a delegation with the Region’s 
Council and Administrative Services Division at 519-575-4420 by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, 
September 15, 2014. If you require accessible services to participate, please contact the 
Council & Administrative Services at least five days in advance of the meeting.

This notice is in accordance with the “Municipal Act”, 2001.

Kris Fletcher, Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this by-law 
are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the “Municipal Act”, personal 
information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be included in a submission 
becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to Council 
& Administrative Services.

SUBMIT YOUR

ONLINE

SCORES

www.observerxtra.com/forms/submit-your-scores/

Hockey season is coming!

The Linwood Blood Donor Clinic announcements are 
brought to you by these community-minded businesses

3865 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-1198
www.lwcb.org

Mon - Thurs 9 - 5
Fri 9 - 8, Sat 9 - 5

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.bloodservices.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

Grandpa: Emergency blood transfusion. 
Sunday 11:00amGive Blood ...  

 to save lives.
The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, September 5th, 2014 
from 3:30pm - 8:30pm
at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

“He was the face of the 
franchise for a long time. 
He’s a very patient indi-
vidual and he brings great 
input. I’ve learned a lot 
from him already.”

Jennings continued, 
“His input has been ex-
tremely valuable and we 
can only expect that to 
amp up and escalate as the 
games get more important. 
The building blocks and 
foundation of our club 
starts with our staff and it’s 
an excellent fit with Jeff. 
Our kids are going to be the 
benefactors of his input.”

The feeling is mutual, as 
rejoining the Kings feels 
like coming home, said 
Snyder, who played for the 
club in the late 1970s and 
early ’80s and spent much 

of the ’90s behind the 
bench.

“It feels like this is where 
I should be,” he said. “I 
think the organization is 
one of the best Junior B 
organizations around. It’s 
fun to come back to be a 
part of that in my home-
town, having played and 
coached here before, I am 
really looking forward to 
it.”

It helps that the club 
looks strong, he added.

“I think we are going to 
have a really competitive 
team. We’ve got lots of 
good returnees and (man-
agement) has done a great 
job recruiting some skilled 
young players. I think 
we’re going to be fast and 
we’ve got some good size 
on defense.

“We also have excellent 
goaltending. Jonathan Re-
inhardt had a great season 
last year and I’m sure he’ll 
do it again this year.”

Snyder joins a staff led 
by second year head coach 
Jeff Flanagan and assistant 
coaches Trent Brown, Bry-
an Fitzgerald, Mike Parson, 
Brad Nickel and condition-
ing coach Chris Lakoseljac. 
He says he hopes to bring 
experience, especially on 
the defensive end. 

“I am looking forward to 
working with the defence-
men. I think we have some 
really talented defencemen 
and I have been fortunate 
to coach some real good 
defencemen when I was 
with the Rangers. So I feel 
like I can help those guys 
take the next step.”

RETURN: Providing a wealth of experience 
FROM | 9

New recruit Matt Schieck and new captain Reid Denstedt are eager to start this season with 
the Wellesley Applejacks. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]



SPORTS | 11THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2014

“I thought you were go-
ing down for sure,” he said. 
“I’ve never seen anyone 
recover like that.”

Apparently, Erik was 
unaware of my talent for 
recovery.

You see over the years, 
I have taken the recovery 
to a high art form by meld-
ing science, yoga, realistic 
physical training and pure 
abject fear into one potent 
anti-falling technique. It 
also helps that I don’t truly 

believe in gravity.
In fact, until I can see it 

for myself, I’ll remain skep-
tical.

Admittedly, my low cen-
tre of gravity helped. But 
I’d also like to think that 
my recovery had much to 
do with my calm, almost 
serene demeanour that 
took over during the actual 
fall process.

I clearly recall thinking, 
“Remember, when you go 
underwater, look for the 
aquatic insects; maybe it 

will give you a hint what 
the trout are feeding on. 
Oh, and while you are at it, 
have a look at the rocks and 
other cover and try to make 
mental notes of how best to 
fish them. And, for the love 
of God, don’t kiss another 
sucker …”

These were but a few 
of the thoughts racing 
through my head as I 
hurtled toward certain and 
complete wetness.

But when the back of 
my head was a mere three 

inches from the water, 
another thought occurred 
to me. 

“David Lee Roth was a 
way better front man for 
Van Halen than Sammy 
Hagar,” I thought. 

And right after that, I put 
on the brakes and practi-
cally levitated to an upright 
casting position. As I was 
rising, I thought to myself, 
“I just wish all those guys 
who made fun of my limbo 
practice could see me now.”

“How did you do that?” 

Erik said later. “That was 
physically impossible ...”

Erik is younger than me 
and less experienced in the 
outdoors or he wouldn’t 
have said this. For, as any 
experienced outdoorsman 
who has laid down in a 
sleeping bag with a snake 
in it knows, this, and more, 
is possible.

The good news is I 
caught another sucker 
on a size 16 pheasant tail 
nymph shortly afterwards. 
Oh, and three chub on elk 

hair caddises, which made 
it one of my more success-
ful trout fishing excursions 
this year. 

Later, Erik wanted me 
to teach him my recovery 
techniques. So I had him 
limbo under my fly rod 
in the parking lot for ten 
minutes. 

Which was entertaining 
to be sure. After that, how-
ever, I thought it was best 
not to tell him both my feet 
got wedged in a rock that 
prevented me from falling.

GALEA: Science, yoga, and physical training hone anti-falling technique ... oh, and a handy rock
FROM | 9

Paring down the roster ahead of next month’s opener, the Junior B squad is shooting for a top-four finish in conference

Kings counting on a high-octane offense this season

WHITNEY NEILSON

It’s hard to believe it, 
but hockey season is back 
already. The Elmira Sugar 
Kings wrapped up their 
training camp this week, 
witling down their roster 
from 35 recruits to 21.

They had four prac-
tices and two games over 
the past week to help the 
coaches decide who are the 
best fit for the team.

General manager Paul 
Jennings said he’s hoping 
the Junior B team can ad-
vance farther in the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey 
League (GOJHL) playoffs 
this year. They were defeat-
ed in the semi-finals by the 
Waterloo Siskins last season 
after beating the Brampton 
Bombers in the first round 
of playoffs.

“We’ve got a really good 
look at guys in some of our 
squad games. The tempo’s 
been really good,” Jennings 
said. “Compete level’s been 
very high and we like where 
we’re at with our team 
heading into the Labour 
Day weekend.”

He said right now he’s 
“cautiously optimistic,” 
which isn’t surprising con-
sidering the rush of injuries 

last season that kept the 
team from competing at 
their best. 

They were at the top of 
the league last year before 
Christmas with 20 wins 
under their belt. But then 
came a slew of injuries that 
led to a stretch that saw the 
team come out with only 
five wins in 18 games.  

“We want to go further 

than we did in the past last 
year,” Jennings said. “We 
try to build on the team to 
be a top-four team in the 
conference every year. I 
figure if we can be a top 
four-team every year we’ll 
give ourselves a chance to 
win.”

The Kings played the 
first exhibition game of the 
2014-2015 campaign Tues-

day against the Kitchener 
Dutchmen, winning 7-2. 
In the training camp Jen-
nings said he’s seen a lot of 
skilled, very talented offen-
sive forwards.

“And that was the focus 
of our player recruitment,” 
Jennings said. “We’re look-
ing for guys with high skill. 
We want to be a really high 
offensive hockey club.”

The team leaves Septem-
ber for Burlington, Ver-
mont to play four games in 
the U.S. College Showcase 
and return September 7 to 
get right back to practicing 
for the season.

“I think we’re going to be 
a little more well-rounded 
in the goaltending position 
and we want to play a better 
defensive game,” Jennings 
said. “Although we want to 
be a high offense team we 
also have to look after our 
own zone and we want to 
give up the least amount of 
goals in the conference.”

The Kings’ last Sunder-
land Cup win was in 2011. 
They also won in 2001 and 
1997.

Their first home game of 
the regular season is Sep-
tember 14 against Listowel 
at 2 p.m. at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.

Rob Kohli makes a break up the ice during a scrimmage at the Sugar Kings’ training camp this 
week. Right, Jamie Huber speeds past Sam Harris toward the net. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WEATHER DOESN’T DETER CROWDS OR COMPETITORS AT TRACTOR PULL

The Grand River Truck and Tractor Pull got off to a late start on August 23 due to the weather, but soon enough there was plenty of smoke and noise to please the packed stands. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

» More tractor pull 
photos on page 20.
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Plenty of changes for Wellesley’s Junior C team as new GM continues to make moves to improve the team’s chances

Jacks look to get younger, bigger as new season awaits

WHITNEY NEILSON

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks are busy preparing 
for the upcoming hockey 
season with their annual 
training camp, which will 
determine which of the 50 
recruits make the 20-player 
roster.

GM Bill Grebinski said 
he can’t wait for the season 
to start after seeing the re-
cruits coming through the 
St. Clements arena.

“I’m extremely excited 
about the prospects that 
we have at camp and our 
returning veterans.

He said while the plan is 
to sign 20 before the sea-
son starts, they usually add 
players as they come avail-
able through the Junior B 
cuts.

“We’ve got a couple of 
young prospects from 
Kitchener,” Grebinski said. 
“We’ve got a couple of 
prospects from our Midget 
AAA team that are looking 
extremely good at camp. 
We’re extremely happy 
to announce that we’ve 
signed Matt Schieck from 
the Waterloo Siskins.”

Schieck, one of the re-
cipients of a Dan Snyder 
Memorial Scholarship this 
year, is joining the OHA 
Junior C team to allow 

more time to focus on his 
studies at the University of 
Guelph.

Grebinski said the team 
will be a younger group 
than they usually choose, 
but they hope this way they 
can build on the team for 
years to come.

“It allows us to be able 
to work with the team,” 
Grebinski said. “We will 
run for the championship 
this year. We’d like to cre-
ate a bit of a dynasty as op-

posed to signing the older 
players where you need 
to constantly look for new 
players each year. It’ll just 
strengthen our core.”

He said last year’s team 
had some fast forwards, 
but this year he’d like to 
add some larger bodies. He 
says they’ll still maintain 
their size in the backend on 
defence.

 “This year we’re look-
ing for a little more size 
upfront and still having the 

smaller skills players bring 
to the club,” Grebinski said. 
“We should bring some 
speed and size which is 
something we didn’t have 
a lot of last year when it 
came to the playoffs.”

Strength and condition-
ing will be key factors for 
the Applejacks this year 
in order to prevent a wave 
of injuries that held them 
back last season.

“We’re definitely build-
ing a contending team,” 

Grebinski said. “It’s our 
goal to win the champi-
onship this year but also 
contend for the next couple 
years.”

The team lost to the 
Norwich Merchants after a 
full seven-game series last 
season, knocking the Jacks 
out of the running for the 
championship title.

Grebinski is also con-
fident they’ve seen some 
great candidates for goal-
tending, which is crucial. 

Last year’s all-star goalten-
der Josh Heer is done with 
the team as he’s now over 
the age limit.

The latest recruits aren’t 
the only newbies to the 
team. Grebinski is starting 
his first year as GM for the 
team, along with new as-
sistant GMs, coaches, and a 
strength and conditioning 
coach. Grebinski was previ-
ously an assistant coach for 
two years.

The Jacks have their 
first exhibition games the 
weekend after Labor Day. 
They play September 5 at 
7:30 p.m. in Paris versus 
the Burford Bulldogs, 
September 6 at 7 p.m. in 
Thamesford versus the 
Trojans, and September 7 
at 7:30 p.m. in St. Clements 
against the Delhi Travel-
lers.

“We’re anxious to put the 
team together and start the 
season.”

The Applejacks are play-
ing their home exhibition 
games in St. Clements until 
the ice is ready at their 
home arena in Wellesley. 
The ice will be ready in the 
Wellesley Arena after the 
Apple Butter and Cheese 
Festival.

“We’re looking forward 
to an exciting season for 
our fans.”

The Wellesley Applejacks had 50 recruits come out to their training camp this week vying for one of the 20 spots on the team. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

The Elmira Sugar Kings shelled the Kitchener Dutchmen 7-2 in the club’s first exhibition game of the 2014-15 season at the Dan Snyder Memorial Arena August 26. From left to right, Felix Lantaigne dangles past a 
defender, Rob Kohli dishes a pass to Ryley Cribbin and Keaton Weiss makes a save.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

KINGS DEFEAT DUTCHMEN IN EXHIBITION PLAY



VENTURE | 13THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 2014

VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

ON THE MOVE / WORKING TOGETHER

A place 
to put 
their own 
stamp on

For decades, well-
meaning researchers 
have been trying to deter-
mine what’s best for the 
animals that are our com-
panions, our sustenance 
and our partners in trying 
to conquer disease.

I’m talking about pets, 
livestock, and research 
animals. They have a huge 
role in our lives, and new 
ways are constantly being 
found to care for them and 
to make their lives more 
fulfilling.

For example, the Univer-
sity of Guelph received a 
$500,000 gift recently from 
Burnbrae Farms to help 
researchers create alterna-
tive housing for poultry. 
Society, particularly in Eu-
rope, has questioned why 
farmers raised egg-laying 
hens in small cages. They 
didn’t get satisfactory an-
swers, and they demanded 
change. Now, animal wel-
fare researchers at Guelph 
are figuring out the way 
forward with new produc-
tion practices, new hous-
ing systems best suited 
for the hens’ welfare and 
new technology to improve 
the quality of life of laying 
hens on the farm – all this, 
while trying to help farm-
ers keep the price of food 

Animals 
have pivotal 
role in 
conquering 
disease

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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New Elmira location provides 
just the right space for the owners 
of Basics Beauty & Beyond

NEW HOME | 15

Christian Aid
Ministries

of Waterloo

All are welcome!

September 12, 2014
Friday Evening, 7:30 p.m.

Perth East Recreation Complex, 
Milverton, ON

Featuring an overview of the work and 
ministry of Christian Aid Ministries

Speakers: Johnny Miller(CAM USA), 
Dwayne Stoltzfus(CAM USA)

September 13, 2014
Saturday,10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

Reapers of Hope Facility & CAM of Waterloo 
Headquarters, Moorefield, ON

Slide presentations, tours, 
refreshments & fellowship

Formal presentation: 1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.
Speaker: Franklin Roth(former Board member)

OPEN HOUSE

WHITNEY NEILSON

Karolina Amos, Destiny Burt, and Rachel Bauman are excited to finally open their new location at 13 Walker St.

If the old saying “two 
heads are better than one” 
is true, then three heads 
must surely take the cake. 
Basics Beauty & Beyond is 
the collaboration of Rachel 
Bauman, Karolina Amos, 
and Destiny Burt. Their 
new digs on Walker Street 
will make you think you’re 
walking into an interior 
decorating magazine.

The ladies have been 
working together for six 
years, but parking was al-
ways an issue at their old 
location on Arthur Street. 
They also worked in sepa-

rate rooms and some days 
they wouldn’t even see 
each other. 

“We needed a more open 
space because the old one 
was more choppy,” Amos 
said. “We were still feeling 
like we were separate.”

The new layout is open 
and inviting with patterned 
armchairs for the pedicure 
station, and rustic wood 
touches.

“You only had the recep-
tion area,” Amos said. “You 
could never see inside. 
Now you walk in and you 
see everything. We’re ac-
cessible.”

It took them six years to 

find the right commercial 
location with adequate 
parking. Their new loca-
tion is at the rear of 13 
Walker St., right beside the 
credit union.

“We didn’t want to be 
on the main street where 
parking would always be an 
issue,” Bauman said.

It’s been two weeks since 

they opened and so far the 
only challenge they’ve had 
is giving directions. Burt 
jokes that they’re just get-
ting used to where they put 
things in the new space.

The company operates as 
three separate businesses 
under one roof to offer a 
full-service salon, Bauman 
said. This includes Karo-
lina’s Nail Studio, Destiny’s 
Hair Loft, and Bauman 
Laser and Electrolysis. 
The hair studio is on the 
first floor, and up a spiral 
staircase are the nail studio 
and laser and electrolysis 
rooms.

“It’s so unique because 
we’re all experts in our own 
field,” Amos said. “It works 
really well when everybody 
has their own field of ex-
pertise to take care of, so 
we don’t step on each oth-
ers’ toes.”

If you’ve spent any time 

perusing through the home 
décor section of Pinter-
est’s website, the inside of 
the salon will look similar. 
When you walk in there’s 
an old-fashioned hairdress-
er’s chair next to the seat-
ing area of yellow benches. 
Meticulously placed pieces 
of glass hang behind a tur-
quoise framed chalkboard 
with “Welcome” written 
on it.

“My husband had a lot to 
do with it,” Bauman said. “I 
can come up with an idea 
or we can come up with an 
idea, but he has the vision 
to see the idea through. 
He’s fairly amazing with 
coming through with dif-
ferent ideas.”

Amos chose to study 
esthetics when she had a 
baby and decided it was go-
ing to take too long to fin-

Destiny Burt, Karolina Amos, and Rachel Bauman operate three different businesses under the same roof. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

CALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILS

Campfire Wood
Specials

Through July & August

Campfire Wood
Specials

Through July & August

BUY THE 
NUMBERS
IF ADVERTISING IS A NUMBERS GAME, 
THEN GAME, SET, MATCH.
The Observer covers Woolwich & Wellesley like no other.
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in check. 
For its part, the On-

tario Veterinary College’s 
Pet Trust Fund has truly 
advanced health care re-
search for companion 
animals. Over the summer, 
among the research stories 
my students have written 

are some on cats, particu-
larly related to problems 
with cat overpopulation 
and overeating. This re-
search has been supported 
through Pet Trust, which 
is funded by benevolent 
donations from pet own-
ers themselves, and their 
veterinarians. Not long 

ago, it was difficult to find 
financial support from 
governments and funding 
agencies for applied health 
research that benefits com-
panion animals. With Pet 
Trust, established in 1986, 
a vehicle was created to fill 
that gap.

And often it’s hard to 
engage in animal research 
without using animals, but 
scientists try. Their credo 
is replacement, reduction 
and refinement. They try to 
replace animal studies with 
other research methods 
(such as computer models) 
when they can. They reduce 
the number of animals in 
their studies to the bare 
minimum possible. And 
they refine research proce-
dures to minimize potential 
pain and distress for the 
participating animals.

Sometimes, though, 
there are no alternatives to 
involving animals. By law, 
new medical treatments 
and some drug treatments 
require animal testing be-
fore they move onto clini-
cal trials for humans. And 
realistically, animals can-
not always be replaced by 
computer models. 

That’s seen in the num-
bers.  Canadian researchers 
use a lot of animals in their 
studies – more than three 
million a year. About 70 
per cent are fish and mice. 
Dogs, cats and non-human 
primates together account 
for about 0.5 per cent of all 
animals used. 

But they don’t always 
meet a terminal end – in 
some cases, they’re ad-
opted to homes where they 
keep on making contribu-

tions to people’s lives. We 
were fortunate to have such 
an animal, our beloved 
hound named Mork. He 
was a research dog at the 
Ontario Veterinary College, 
rescued from an animal 
shelter, treated like a king 
at the college and we sus-
pect used to help budding 
veterinarians learn how to 
handle a 90-lb. dog. Even-
tually, he was offered for 
adoption. Attitudinally, 
Mork was a gem, and we 
hope his gentle nature con-
tributed to several cohorts’ 
pet-handling savvy.           

On campuses such as 
Guelph where animals are 
used for research, there’s 
an entire animal care unit 
dedicated to looking after 
their interests. Nationally, 
the independent Canadi-
ans Council for Animal 

Care sets high standards 
that research institutions 
such as Guelph must meet, 
and conducts periodic vis-
its to see that the standards 
are being met.  

Despite the checks and 
balances, animal use in 
research is extremely 
polarizing. An interna-
tional pro-animal research 
group called Speaking Of 
Research (speakingofre-
search.com) is trying to 
advance the dialogue about 
animal studies, by get-
ting scientists to publicly 
discuss their roles and at-
titudes towards animals in 
research. 

It has its hands full, 
but that underlines why 
the discussion is so vital. 
Animals are needed for 
research, and society needs 
to understand why.

ROBERTS: Research helps provide a better life for the animals we depend on for so many things
FROM | 13

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Incentives are available for installation of eligible equipment completed between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31 and submitted no later than 
Feb. 1 of the following calendar year. Equipment must be purchased from and installed by a participating contractor. $250 incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible furnace. $250 OR $400 
incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible central air conditioner system. †Annual electricity cost savings are estimated based on past program experience. Actual savings may vary. Funded 
by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by Cambridge and North Dumfries Hydro Inc, Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Inc and Waterloo North Hydro. OMOfficial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used under 
licence. 

Program partners:Brought to you by:

$650* $325+

YOU CAN SAVE UP TO $975 
when replacing your 

heating and cooling system

SHOUT IT.
SHOUT IT 
OUT LOUD.
ADD SOME
VOLUME TO
YOUR NEXT
PROMOTION.
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13%
REDUCE

ENERGY COSTS BY 
APROX.

APPLY UP TO 

45  
DAYS 

AFTER UNPLANNED  
PROJECT COMPLETION  

DATE

GET

$2,400 
ON 12 TON UNITS

BACK
GET

$1,000 
ON 3-7.5  

TON UNITS

BACK

SAVINGS START  
AT THE TOP.
Reduce capital costs, shorten payback periods,  

and cut operating costs by installing new  

high efficiency rooftop units (RTU) with 

saveonenergy incentives.  

 

UNITARY AC

conservation@camhydro.com conservation@kwhydro.ca conservation@wnhydro.com

Subject to additional terms and conditions found 
at www.saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the 
Ontario Power Authority and offered by Cambridge 
and North Dumfries Hydro Inc, Kitchener-Wilmot 
Hydro Inc, Waterloo North Hydro Inc. OM Official 
Mark of the Ontario Power Authority.  
Used under licence.

RETROFIT PROGRAM

Register today for your incentive at  
saveonenergy.ca/RTU

September is Coming! 
          Get ready to start an amazing new year 

memories.

We’re excited to welcome 
you back to school on 
Tuesday, September 2nd 

Don’t Miss the Bus!

Schedules will be available at 
the end of August. 

: 

Services of Waterloo Region at:
www.stswr.ca or call 519-650-4934.
Need to register?

Visit us at www.wrdsb.ca and 
click on ‘school fi nder.’

               
                       

ish university. She’s been at 
it ever since.

“Definitely that we get 
along so well, that’s the 
best part,” Amos said. “Just 
knowing that I only have to 
take care of my part. I get to 
be really good at what I do 
and not worry about what 
they’re really doing.”

Burt went to hairdressing 
school at 17 years old, and 
has been working in the 
business since she was 18. 
She said there’s been noth-
ing but positive feedback 
about their relocation.

“Everyone loves it, they 
just love how it’s decorat-
ed,” Burt said. “They love 
how open it is, the parking.

Bauman was inspired to 
study electrolysis after she 
had it done herself. She 
says they get a lot of clients 

from out of town because 
of the convenience of so 
many services in one place.

“I think it grows because 
we are all unique and bring 
people in for our particular 
service, but then they see 
the other services and we 
can offer it all underneath 
one roof,” Bauman said. “A 

ing, laser hair removal, 
electrolysis, photo rejuve-
nation and skin tag/wart 
removal. 

NEW HOME: The right location changes the dynamic and allows the owners to interact readily
FROM | 13

lot of it is growth within.”
 Bauman said one of her 

favorite parts of working in 
this industry is the people 
she meets and the stories 
they have to tell. 

At Basics Beauty they 
offer hair services, mani-
cures, pedicures, gel nails, 
facials, ears and nose pierc-

 “We’ve been business 
partners for over five years 
now and we just have a 
good camaraderie between 

the three of us that works 
well,” Bauman said. “At the 
end of the day we still like 
each other.”

The new location of Basics Beauty & Beyond has plenty of parking and an open layout concept.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Classic spy thriller gets a comedic twist
The 39 Steps is the first co-production of the Elmira Theatre Company and Vision Theatre Productions

WHITNEY NEILSON

Take a pinch of Alfred 
Hitchcock and a dash of 
The Monty Python and 
you’ve got the Elmira The-
atre Company’s newest 
production, The 39 Steps, 
which opens September 18.

ETC and Vision Theatre 
Productions have teamed 
up to stage Patrick Bar-
low’s adaptation of the 
1935 Hitchcock film, which 
includes mystery, ro-
mance, and a lot of laughs. 

Director Ken Harkes says 
he knew he wanted to di-
rect The 39 Steps since he 
first read the script in 2012.

“It was intriguing to 
me because it’s so chal-
lenging,” Harkes said. “It 
seems like such a simple 
play but it’s incredibly 
challenging for everyone. 
It looks simple but it’s 
highly technical.”

The hero of the play, 
Thom Smith as Richard 
Hannay, plays one part, 
but he’s pretending to be a 
slew of other people in it as 
he becomes a secret agent. 
The sole female, Me-
lissa Roe, plays Annabella 
Schmidt, Pamela, and Mar-
garet. Dan Kelley as Clown 
one and Steve Whetstone 
as Clown two play all the 
other parts in the movie.

“Our audiences are 
watching four actors, 
in our case five because 
we’ve added a part, try to 
recreate the movie on the 
stage,” Harkes said.

The fifth actor, Calum 
McGeachie, plays the Foley 
Guy, creating sound ef-
fects backstage like an old 
radio play. Harkes said he 
got the idea to add in that 
role from a performance of 
Zorro at the Elora Festival 

a few years ago where they 
had a whole movie played 
with live Foley people do-
ing sound effects.

He said a typical produc-
tion would have 100 to 150 
cues, but this one involves 
hundreds of cues, which 
makes the play that much 
more challenging.

“There are tons of ac-
cents, costume changes, 
and moving sets around. 
It’s marvelous,” Harkes 
said. “The backstage crew 
even has to be visible in 
moving stuff around. It’s 
all choreographed more 
than normal.”

Harkes directed a show 
for Vision Theatre Pro-

Dan Kelley, Steve Whetstone, Thom Smith, Melissa Roe, and Calum McGeachie are ready to give Elmira a twist-filled spoof of Hitchcock. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

SUN.  August 31

The Larry Mercey Trio

THE
OBSERVER
PRESENTS...

FREE CONCERT
IN GORE PARK
FROM 7PM-9PM
BRING LAWNCHAIRS

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT ALL SUMMER LONG!

Fergus with only a few 
days in between, and the 
stages are completely dif-
ferent.

“This has been carefully 
designed by Robert Ban-
ning to go from here to 
Fergus with the least fuss 
possible.”

To sum up the plot, the 
hero, Richard Hannay, is 
completely bored with his 
life to the point where he 
doesn’t even know if it’s 
worth living, and by the 
end of the play he’s found 
someone who makes his 
life worth living.

“The play is about 
searching for a reason to 
live,” Harkes said. “It’s a 

comedy spy thriller, but 
it’s also sort of a carefully 
disguised love story.”

The two-act play runs 
roughly two hours. Harkes 
says the play is for ages 
12 and up and people 
shouldn’t be turned off if 
they haven’t read the book 
or seen the movie.

“You can just come and 
enjoy it,” Harkes said. “It’s 
an interesting, different 
type of play because of the 
set, because of the people 
playing so many differ-
ent parts. It’s fast-paced, 
it’s funny. And we call it 
a light-hearted spoof of 
Hitchcock’s films and the 
film noir genre.”

Be prepared for a stag-
ing that takes plenty of 
cues from the spy thriller 
genre, including shadows, 
mysterious evil characters, 
the dark-haired femme 
fatale, the light-haired her-
oine, and the hero who’s 

mistakenly 
charged 
with mur-
der.

The pro-
duction of 
The 39 Steps 
runs at the 
Elmira The-
atre from 
September 
18-21 and 
September 
26-28 and 
then at the 
Fergus Grand 
Theatre from 
October 3-5. 
Tickets are 
$20, available 
by calling 
Centre in the 
Square at 519-
578-1570 or at 
www.elmira-
theatre.com.

ductions in Fergus last 
year and has been heav-
ily involved with the El-
mira Theatre Company 
for years. He said it’s long 
been a goal of his to get 
theatre groups in the area 
working together. He said 
he also hoped it would 
attract more people to 
work on the show during 
the summer and get more 
audience members, both 
challenges for the Septem-
ber show each year.

 “Hopefully it paves the 
way for other groups to do 
the same, to join forces.”

But the biggest chal-
lenge he says is the show 
has to go from Elmira to 
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICEHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Eloquip has an immediate opening 
for a CHASSIS PREP SPECIALIST
The position requires hydraulic and electrical 
knowledge. Welding skills would also be an asset. This 
is a long-term position and is available immediately. 
Eloquip is a small growing company that manufac-
tures and installs custom-built aluminum truck bodies 
and has become very well known in the industry.

Please email resume to marnix@eloquip.com

MILLWRIGHTS NEEDED
Listowel area Millwright Company is looking to hire 
experienced and detail oriented individuals to join 
our road and shop crews for the following positions:

• Licensed Millwrights

• Welder Fitter

• 3rd year Millwright Apprentices

Applicants must be able to work independently as 
well as part of a team. Previous welding experience 
is required. Experience interpreting blueprint, 
schematics and drawings is considered an asset.

Company Bene�t and Group RRSP package offered.

Please forward resume to
steph@dynamicmillwrights.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

5442 Perth Line 88, 
Gowanstown, ON N0G 1Y0

Millwrights Inc.

FULL-TIME
CARPENTERS AND LABOURERS

NEEDED
Please email resume to joanne@freybc.com

Fax to 519-699-4875
Or drop off in person 

3435 Broadway St., Hawkesville, ON
519-699-4641

HELP WANTED
One of Waterloo Region’s leading 
renovation contractors is seeking skilled 
labourers with experience in general 
construction and framing. 
Submit resumes to Way-Mar Inc by email 
to admin@waymar.ca 
or call 519-699-4236

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Part-time Pharmacy 
Assistant required with 

flexible availability.
Drop resume at 

10 Church St. W. Elmira
519.669.8282

Attention: Samer Mikhail

WOOLWICH 
TOTAL 

HEALTH 
PHARMACY

As directed by the 
Council of the Town-
ship of Woolwich, 
new intersection 
stop signs will be 
installed on Duke 
Street at Mill Street 
in Elmira on 
Monday, September 
15, 2014 for both 
north and south 
bound Duke Street 
traffic. The stop 
signs will be 
unveiled on that day, 
weather dependent, 
prior to the morning 
commute. The signs 
are authorized by 
By-law 23-2014 
enacted by Council 
on April 22, 2014 as 
an amendment to 
Schedule 12 of 
By-law 70-2006. The 
stop signs will be 
enforceable under 
the Highway Traffic 
Act.

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH
PUBLIC NOTICE OF 

STOP SIGN INSTALLATION
ON DUKE STREET AT

MILL STREET IN ELMIRA

WORK 
WANTED

LOOKING FOR AN Income? - 
Be self employed and work 
from home - Come and 
hear about a proven home 
based business opportunity. 
Company built on principle 
for over 25 years. Wed. Sept 
3, 14 at 7:30pm. Waterloo 
Inn, 475 King St. N.

WORK 
WANTED

EXPERIENCED MENNONITE 
CLEANING lady. In Elmira 
area only. Call Darlene at 
519-669-2285, evenings. 

MAN LOOKING FOR work. 
Delivery driver P.T. or F.T., 
drywall repairs, taping, Cali-
fornia spray, trim carpenter. 
Ph 519-669-5866, Don.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

YES YOU CAN! Learn to play 
guitar at any age. Now booking 
students for the fall. Bob Wil-
helm’s Professional instruction 
Studio 519-669-5371 or e-mail 
bluemustang73@msn.com

CHILD CARE

EXPERIENCED CHILDCARE 
AVAILABLE: (full time/ part 
time aged 2 to 12) Helping 
kids feel happy, successful and 
independent while we play 
and learn. Structured theme 
units every week. Healthy 
lunches and snacks in a smoke 
free environment. On John 
Mahood bus route. Please call 
Christa 519-210-0093. 

I AM A stay at home mom who 
has a daycare in my home. 
Licenced through the Region 
of Waterloo, CPR training, 
smoke free home. I provide 
nutritious meals and snacks 
with a daily routine set up with 
crafts, outdoor play time, story 
time etc. I do have an opening 
September for a full time and a 
part time in my home. Refer-
ences upon request. Please call 
Jennifer at 519-807-1099.

HELP WANTED
Looking for a mature person 
with good retailing qualities 
and communication skills, 
friendly customer service & 
motivated. Must be able to 
work some evenings and 
Saturdays. Job description: 
sales, writing orders, pricing 
stock, and general duties. 
Ideal position for a male 
student or mature adult.

Apply in person 
with resume to:

W.C. Brown and Sons - 
Men’s Clothier

Downtown, Elmira
519-669-1152
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www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
519-669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

519.546.6473
7248 12th Line, RR2
Alma ON N0B 1A0

MOBILE SERVICE
AVAILABLE!

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$250.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other 
special offers or coupons.

GENERAL SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics

Keep the

Summer Sun

OUT!
FREE

INSTALLATION
When you buy

2 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.letusflooryou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S
HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-W: 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT, 8-6, SUN 12-5

BIKE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551
www.realitybytescomputers.com

Or Bring it in to One of Our 2 Locations

Try Our SPEEDY ON SITE
COMPUTER & LAPTOP SERVICE!

• New & Existing Roofs
• Roof Repairs

• Cellulose Attic Insulation

519-778-7730
Toll Free: 1-800-668-4695 • Fax: 519-291-9789

and
Insulation
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OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

S
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Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM
NO-OBLIGATION

HOME EVALUATION.FREE

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

www.homeswithpaul.ca

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

www.elmiraandareahomes.com

WELCOME SUE WIDEMAN!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Call today
and book a

Join Paul and Alli 
in welcoming 

Sue Wideman to the 
Elmira ReMax office. $343,900$343,900

YET TO BE BUILT!
Drayton - Beautiful Mansfield III Home. 
Various Prices and Plans available. Model 
Home is at 46 Bedell Open: Mon, Tues, 
Wed 1-7pm and Sat, Sun 1-4:30pm. MLS 
1427903. Call Paul or Alli direct.

XXXX

Elmira - Fantastic Bungalow with Pool is just 
minutes from Elmira, St. Jacobs and 
Waterloo. The Large paved driveway guides 
you to the Double Attached garage, Single 
detached garage and 32ftx22ft heated 
workshop! This bright home has an updated 
Kitchen with double sided fireplace from 
dinette to living room, Main floor laundry, 
and Separate dining room. Master is 
equipped with ensuite and slider walk out to 
pool. MLS 1431647. Call Alli or Paul direct.

$659,000$659,000
Elmira - Then this property is for you!  Visit 
this charming one owner bungalow on 1/2 acre 
lot on the edge of Elmira. spacious property 
with lots of parking, backyard complete with a 
separate fenced off area for the pool as well 
room to play or many landscaping options. 
Main floor laundry and Master Bedroom, 
family room with gas fireplace as well walkout 
to back yard huge potential in basement with 
partially finished rec room, as well as a room 
which could be an office. MLS 1434890. Call 
Sue, Paul or Alli direct.

$374,000$374,000

Drayton - This model home boasts some 
upgrades including larger windows & a breakfast 
bar. Enjoy the wrap around covered porch on this 
quiet corner lot, backing onto green space. Enjoy 
entertaining in this large kitchen with an open 
concept dining & living rm. Located in Drayton, 
this home is within walking distance to town 
amenities such as the public school, grocery store, 
health centre, public library & the Drayton 
Theatre. MLS 1434932. Call Sue, Paul or Alli direct.

$344,900$344,900

ROOM TO GROW
Drayton - Located just outside of town this 
Swiss style home is nestled in this huge lot. Built 
with family in mind complete with living room, 
family room, rec room and 4 bathrooms... Lots 
of room to grow and run you will be impressed. 
Many updates include; updated bathroom, roof 
2013, furnace 2014, paint throughout and 
flooring, 32 ft. x 24 ft. workshop with hydro. 
MLS1427516. Call Paul or Alli Direct.

$599,900$599,900

2 YR OLD MODEL HOME
GREEN THUMB?

2.62 ACRE PROPERTY!

Drayton - Located on 6 acres this 
extraordinary home is nestled in picturesque 
scenery. Featuring: Private lane, 1500 sqft, 
(30ft x 50ft) workshop with 60amp service, 
and 1600sqft home. Finished top to bottom 
with an open layout this rare find is extremely 
well kept. Wall paper to be removed and 
painted a neutral colour. MLS 1428181. Call 
Paul or Alli direct.

PRIVATE HAVEN!
$649,000$649,000

Elmira - WOW! Don’t wait to view this move 
in ready warm and inviting updated 
bungalow on a mature lot in Birdland.  It 
boasts the following updates Roof (2013), 
Furnace (7 years old), newly renovated recrm, 
newer water heater & softener, updated 
electrical panel, newer windows & doors. 
Featuring a driveway that parks 4 vehicles, 4 
bedrms in total, 2 bathrms, Beautiful quiet 
yard w deck.  You won't be disappointed! 
MLS 1434202. Please call Alli or Paul direct.

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION!
$339,900$339,900

Elmira - This well maintained one owner 
home is ready for you to move in, unpack your 
suitcase, lay back in your recliner and enjoy. 
Loads of updates furnace and a/c and HRV unit 
in 2008, newer flooring though out, windows 
and doors less then 5years old. 95 percent 
carpet free. Spacious kitchen & eating area 
with French door leading to deck, large 
backyard is fenced & boasts 2 sheds. MLS 
1434205. Please call Paul or Alli direct.

GREAT LOCATION
$399,900$399,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW PRICENEW PRICE

LOOKING TO GO THE DISTANCE IN ELORA

The Grand River Raceway was busy August 23 with the annual truck and tractor pull. Plenty of decked out 
tractors tore down the dirt stretch hoping to go farther than the rest. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Bonnie Brubacher, Broker of Record, Royal LePage Elmira Real 
Estate Services, Independently Owned & Operated. 519-669-3192

SOUTH END ELMIRA - SHOP/BAY - MULTI USE
FOR LEASE

$900 per month 22’ 
Ceiling height with 12’ 
overhead door. Front 
office and bay area. 
Additional space on 
2nd floor available. 
MLS. Call for details.

Vongdeuane 
Kennedy 

Sales Representative

Beautifully updated 3+1 
bed, 2 bath home with 
updated kitchen (’13), 
furnace (’10), upstairs 
bath (’09), and more. 
Huge lot 243 ft deep.

Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

901 Victoria St. N., Kitchener | 519.579.4110

63 Adelaide St., 
Linwood

$479,900

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at 46 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon & Tues. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $343,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Elmira@royallepage.ca 

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Monique Roes
Sales Representative

Shanna Rozema
Broker

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

2013

YOUR “LOCAL” COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

www.elmirahomes.ca www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

BIRDLAND 2 STOREY
$384,900 ELMIRA Sought after tree lined street 
location!   Lovely curb appeal with double concrete 
driveway, double garage & stamped concrete walkway to 
large covered front porch, updated bright kitchen, main 
floor liv rm & family rm., walkout to patio.  MLS

ABSOLUTELY BEAUTIFUL
$339,900 ELMIRA Just move in and enjoy this finished 
two storey, open concept main floor, nice kitchen 
w/breakfast bar/island, sunken liv room has gas FP & 
walkout to deck, 121’ deep yard, master ensuite & walk-in, 
recroom in basement with gas FP. MLS

PICTURESQUE 100 ACRES
$799,000 Between Palmerston/Harriston 60 acres of mixed 
bush w/maturing Maple, Ash & Cherry, 40 acres workable 
land, 32' x 28' heated shop, beautiful 1999 replica farmhouse, 
covered wrap around verandah, maple kit, 2 storey stone 
fireplace, loft, main floor master w/ensuite.  MLS

NEW PRICE!NEW PRICE!

ELMIRA 6-PLEX
$1,095,000 An opportunity to own this completely 
rented out 6-plex!  All units rented as of Sept 1st/2014.  
All renovated extensively, insuite laundry, separate 
hydro. intercom access, parking, balconies/porches, 
steps to downtown & bus transportation.  MLS

ATTRACTIVE BUNGALOW
$349,900 DRAYTON Well maintained 13 yr old 
bungalow on 75' wide lot, oversized double car garage 
with walk-up from the finished basement, bright kitchen 
offers island & garden door to rear yard, main floor liv rm 
w/hardwood flrs, master ensuite.  MLS

NATURE WELCOMES YOU
$624,900 DRAYTON AREA This 13 acre private setting 
takes your breath away, relax on the covered verandah 
overlooking the spring fed pond & countryside.  Pioneer 
log home, striking kitchen w/granite counter top & high 
end appl., main floor master w/ensuite, cathedral ceiling 
open to loft, walkout fin basement.  MLS

COMMERCIAL BUILDING
$309,000 ELMIRA downtown location with parking!  
Opportunity to open your business with multiple zoning 
uses available.  Call today. MLS 

FABULOUS BUNGALOW
$604,900 LINWOOD Beautiful 1 acre lot, Custom built 
4 year old bungalow w/in law set up in the finished 
basement w/walk -up, triple car garage, Cherry kitchen 
w/island, walkouts to deck & patio, dinette/coffee nook, 
large great room & dining room. NEW MLS

NEW LISTING!

LARGE BACKSPLIT
$429,000 HEIDELBERG Amazing 4 level backsplit on a 
huge corner lot, two walkouts to the backyard, bright eat in 
kitchen with new counter tops/08, main floor living rm & 
dining room, 3 bdrms, 3 baths, spacious family room, 
oversized double car garage. MLS. 

1,977sq.ft. end 
unit with loft
$347,900

2,046 sq.ft.  
unit with loft
$345,900

2,190 sq.ft.  +
finished basement

$355,900

MODEL HOME

STUNNING EXECUTIVE BUNGALOWLOFTS TOWNHOMES
Priced from
$322,900

PRE-SELLING “THE GROUP OF 5!” (2nd Phase)
RETIREMENT/EMPTY NESTER LUXURY TOWN HOMES
New model available at $345,900. DRAYTON RIDGE - 2046 sq ft with upper loft 
including 2nd Bedroom, full bath and 
familyroom/den.  Stunning maple 
kitchen with huge island, soaring 
ceilings and so much more. Fireplace, 
central air, hardwood, ceramics, 
ensuite, mainfloor laundry/mudroom 
and double garage are all Standard 
Features with Paradigm Homes.  MLS

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426 

ELMIRA BUNGALOW! Great starter or 
retirement home offers many updates 
including, flooring, paint, windows, roof, 
garage and front door, driveway and furnace. 
MLS. $307,000. Call Bert to view.

NEW PRICE!

NEW PRICE!

Elmira freehold (no condo fees) townhouse 
on quiet street offers 2 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, eat-in kitchen, walkout to 
large deck, patio and fenced yard, 
finished rec room and single garage. MLS 
$235,000. Call Bert to view.

Your referrals are appreciated!

NEW PRICE!
Great starter home on quiet street offers 
kitchen with walkout to two tiered deck 
and large rear yard, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and main floor laundry. MLS 
$125,000. Call Bert to view.

LEASE SPACE!
ELMIRA! Space for lease, 2,400 s/f or 
smaller units as per requirements in busy 
plaza 10 minutes to Waterloo. HVAC, 
natural light, lots of parking, front and 
rear doors. Call Bert to View. MLS. 

LEASE SPACE!
ELMIRA! Space for lease, 3,000 s/f or 
smaller units as per requirements in busy 
plaza 10 minutes to Waterloo. HVAC, 
natural light, lots of parking, front and 
rear doors. Call Bert to View. MLS. 

SELLING YOUR 
HOME?

ADVERTISE IT IN CANADA’S 
BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

FIND YOUR 
DREAM HOME 

IN THE #1 COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

AUCTION SALE
Of property; car; household 

effects; antiques; collectables; 
tools; and miscellaneous items 

To be held at  
44 Queen St. in Elmira (corner of Queen and 

University Ave) for the estate of Rose and 
Arlie Chambers on:

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13 | 10:00 AM
PROPERTY: CONSISTING of a one owner solid gray brick 
bungalow with 3 bedrooms; 2 bathrooms; kitchen; dining area; 
living room. Finished basement with bar area; large workshop; 
utility room. Attached single car garage. Many updates 
include newer roof; newer furnace; water softener; etc. 
House is in impeccable shape with some updating needed to 
suit your tastes. Situated in a private residential area of town 
close to schools and walking distance to down town. 
NOTE: A well kept one owner home located in a great private 
area of town. Property will be sold at 12:00 noon subject to a 
reasonable reserve bid with $15,000.00 down payment due at 
time of auction and the balance in 60 days or sooner. Open 
house Tuesday August 19 from 5-7 pm or by appointment.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JULIE

HECKENDORN
Broker

Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LOADED WITH CHARACTER! Century home w/natural 
woodwork, hdwd. floors & 2 staircases. Cozy liv. rm. w/
gas F.P., Oak kitchen. Private master w/ensuite. Updated 
bathrms. Det. garage & lovely yard. MLS.

$499,900
INGROUND POOL plus lots of play area for a young 
family! 2 tiered deck. Oak kitchen w/ceramic flr., W/O to 
back yard. 3 baths (whirlpool ensuite). Laminate floors on  
2 levels. Large rec. room. Upper level family room. Recently 
painted! Dble. conr. driveway, 1.5 garage. MLS.

$359,900

ATTENTION INVESTORS – all brick duplex! Rare find – 
built as duplex. 2 x 2 bedroom units. Many updates incl. 
windows, kitchen, bathroom. One unit presently rented. 
Separately metered. Detached garage. MLS.

SPACE FOR LEASE 2885 SQ.FT. OF OFFICE SPACE including basement storage. Combination of private & semi private 
offices. Front & rear access. Parking for 10 vehicles. Great exposure on the main street. $2,900.00/mo. MLS.

$389,000
WEST MONTROSE – bungalow on a 229’ deep lot (almost 
2600 sq.ft.) Large dinette with lots of windows (faces south). 
14’ D.R. Fr. Drs. To L.R. Main flr. fam. rm. (gas f.p.) 3 large 
bdrms. (4pc. ensuite) Good serv. Entry. Main flr. laundry.  
Separate entry to bsmt. Lots of driveway! MLS REDUCED.

$579,000

IMPRESSIVE, tastefully decorated home backing to greens-
pace. Short walk to schools & downtown. Hdwd. in liv. rm. & 
din. rm. Cathedral ceiling& gas fireplace. Walkout to lge. deck 
and fenced yard. Spacious master w/ensuite & 2 closets. Fin. 
rec. room, games area, 4th bdrm. & washroom. Dble. garage. 
Central air. HRV … You wont be disappointed. MLS.

$439,900

LINWOOD – built on over 1 acre, backing to greenspace. 
Almost 2800 sq.ft. of fin. living space. Enjoy the views of 
the countryside from most principal rooms. Lovely ‘Chervin’ 
kitchen w/huge island. Walkin pantry. Oversized garage w/
sep. entry to lower level w/lge. windows & 9’ ceilings. MLS.

$629,500

NEW PRICE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

Bungalow | Milverton | $263,900
Great location for this spacious and bright bungalow with walkout on lower level, 
upper deck, attached garage. MLS Call Dale.

Palmerston | $169,000
Charming updated century home in a quiet neighbourhood, with a large fenced 
yard and stamped concrete patio to enjoy the outdoors. Inside is an eat in kitchen, 
a large open great room, office or den, gas fireplace, wood floors, and 3 bedrooms 
up. Loaded with character. MLS Call Dale.

JUST LISTED | Drayton | $489,000
Large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, large front 
porch and rear deck, attached dble garage, and a detached dream workshop 
2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and lines, insulated and 
heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $376,000
Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished basement, huge master and ensuite,  
separate detached  insulated and wired workshop, above ground pool, large 
fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $446,000
Large lot, custom bungalow with finished walk-out basement, covered deck, 6 
person hot tub, 3+1 bedrooms, 3 baths, loaded with features. MLS Call Dale. 

ALL DRESSED UP FOR THE FAIR

Decorated scarecrows, like the ones in front of the ESSO station and Erb Financial Services, have popped up along Queens Bush Road advertising the Wellesley North Easthope Fall Fair.  
[SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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FAMILY ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY

STAG & DOE

ANNIVERSARY IN MEMORIAM

BILL NORRIS SR.

BILL NORRIS SR.
May 2, 1930 - September 3, 1986

In loving memory of a dear father and
grandfather who passed away  

September 3, 1986.

Twenty-fifth Canadian
INFANTRY BRIGADE

KOREA 1951

Loved and Remembered,
Bill & Ruth and family

Happy 50th Wedding 
Anniversary

Love from your family

Bill and Joyce Crane

Married August 29th 1964

Jason, Sue, Ally and Carter
Ben and Alexa

Stag & Doe

Saturday September 6th 
Elmira Lions Hall 8pm $10
Come celebrate their love with 

friends, food and fun!

for Tom Berscht & Justina Koebel

Robert & Grace McKeag

Congratulations

Celebrate their 60th Anniversary

Love your family

IN MEMORIAM

Steffler, John Harold

Fifteen years have came and went
We feel the presence of the angels you have sent,

To guide us here, along lifes’ way
And be with us from day to day.

Always remembered, but still missing you.

Feb. 11, 1950 - Sept. 4, 1999

Marg and Family

IN MEMORIAM

Tara (the tornado)

You have left our lives,
but you will never leave our hearts.

Sept. 5, 2001 - Sept. 1, 2013

Richard Bolender & family

OBITUARY

Poczatek, Kazimiera “Katie”
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
August 25, 2014 at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs, at the age of 90 years. Katie 
Poczatek, formerly of Elmira, was the 
beloved wife of the late Stanley Pocza-
tek (1980) and dear mother of the late 
Stan Poczatek (1995). Katie and Stanley 
emigrated from Poland and built their 
bungalow in Elmira where Katie lived 
until 2008. She was a faithful member 
of St. Teresa’s R.C. Church and the 
C.W.L. Katie was a loving friend to the 
late Bernard (2014) and Mary (2003) 
Dietrich and their family. Visitation 
was held at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira on Wednesday, August 
27, 2014 from 7-9 p.m. Parish prayers 
were offered at 8:45 p.m. The funeral 
mass was celebrated at St. Teresa of 
Avila R.C. Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., 
Elmira on Thursday, August 28, 2014 
at 11 a.m. Interment in Woodland Cem-
etery, Kitchener. In Katie’s memory, 
donations to St. Teresa’s R.C. Church 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

DEATH NOTICES

BEIER, ARTUR | Peace-
fully, passed away on 
Wednesday, August 27, 
2014 at St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal, at the age of 82 years, 
of Kitchener, formerly of 
Elmira.

HORST, EDNA M. | Peace-
fully passed away 
at Royal Terrace LTC, 
Palmerston on Saturday, 
August 23, 2014, at the 
age of 84 years. 

GO  
AHEAD, 
MAKE 
THEIR 
DAY.

PLACE A FAMILY 
ALBUM NOTICE!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

KURTZ, PAUL JOHN | Passed 
away on August 24, 2014, 
at the Guelph General 
Hospital in his 77th year.

WILHELM, ROSS NELSON | 
Passed away peacefully on 
Saturday, August 23, 2014 
at his home, RR1 Stratford 
at the age of 68. Local rela-
tives are his mother-in-law 
Mary Young of Wellesley 
and brother-in-law Wayne 
Kuntze and wife Rosanna 
of Wellesley.

FOR SALE

14 FT STARCRAFT, 15HP 4 
stroke motor and trailer. 
Partially equipped. Phone 
519-210-5555 after 6 p.m.

DINING ROOM TABLE and 
6 chairs, also 4 oak chairs. 
Barrels - 8 plastic 45 gallon. 
519-669-1325.

AUCTIONS

SAT. AUG 30 at 9:30 AM - 
Consignment 2 ring auction 
sale of farm machinery; shop 
equipment; shop tools; wood 
working equipment; house-
hold; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the farm 
of Enos Bauman 2620 Moser 
Young Rd RR 1 St. Clements 
approx. 2 kms west of St. 
Clements. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. 519-656-3555. www.
jantziauctions.com

WED. SEPT 3 at 3:00 PM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furniture; 
antiques; tools; and miscella-
neous items to be held at the 
St. Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Waterloo 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. SEPT 6 at 10:00 AM - 
Auction sale of woodwork-
ing equipment; household 
effects; antiques; collect-
ables; farm miscellaneous; 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at 2144 
King St. RR 1 St. Jacob’s 
(approx. 3 kms nw of St. 
Jacob’s on corner of Three 
Bridges Rd) for Levi and 
Lucinda Frey. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. SEPT 13 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale 
of property including a 
3 bedroom bungalow; 
car; household effects; 
antiques; collector toy cars; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 44 Queen St. in 
Elmira off University Ave for 
the estate of the late Rose 
and Arlie Chambers. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. SEPT 17 at 10:00 AM 
- Auction sale of furniture; 
antiques; tools; collectables; 
household effects; and 
miscellaneous items to be 
held at the St. Jacob’s Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for a Kitchener estate with 
additions. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. 519-656-3555. www.
jantziauctions.com

WANTED

BARN PIGEONS WANTED. 
Turn your pests into cash! 
Call John 519-698-2407.

RIDE NEEDED! ELMIRA to 
Conestoga College (Doon 
Campus) Monday - Friday. 
Willing to share expenses. 
Call 519-669-8671 after 4 p.m.

W A N T E D - S H E L T E R E D 
PARKING, DURING the winter 
months. Vicinity of Duke, 
Wyatt, Centre Streets, Elmira. 
Please respond to Box 200 
at ads@woolwichobserver.
com or Woolwich Observer 
20B Arthur St. N., Elmira, ON 
N3B 1Z9

RENTALS

3 BDRM NEWLY renovated 
main level apartment in 
Elmira house. Large yard, 
quiet neighbourhood, 
quartz countertops, AC, 
washer, dryer, fridge, stove, 
microwave and dishwasher 
included. Available Sept. 1. 
Call 519-572-9160.

3 BEDROOM SEMI for rent 
in Elmira. Large backyard, 
central air. Near First and 
Killdeer $1400/mth + utili-
ties Call Eric 519-272-3441.

BRIGHT, SPACIOUS, 
1-BEDROOM apartment in 
quiet, adult building. Ideal 
for non-smoking mature 
tenant. Close to downtown. 
Avail. September. Phone 
519-669-3423.

FOR LEASE - Modern Indus-
trial Factory in Southfield 
Business Park, Elmira. 11,000 
sq ft (2000 is office space). 
Suitable for fabrication, 
machine shop, woodwork-
ing etc. Available Oct 1, 2014. 
$6/sq ft net net net. Call 
519-573-4711.

RENTALS

LARGE 2 BEDROOOM apart-
ment for rent in Elmira. 
Close to downtown. $900/
mth + utilities. No pets, no 
smoking. Call 519-855-1774 or 
519-669-2786.

LARGE ONE BEDROOM main 
floor apartment available 
in Elmira short walk to 
downtown. New flooring 
& paint, separate entrance, 
includes washer, dryer, heat 
& parking. Hydro extra. 
Absolutely No Smoking, No 
pets! $825.00/month. Phone 
519-741-7405.

NEWLY RENOVATED LARGE 
open concept basement level 
apartment in Elmira house. 
1 bedroom plus office. Large 
yard, quiet neighbourhood, 
quartz countertops, AC, 
washer, dryer, fridge, stove, 
microwave and dishwasher 
included. Available Sept. 1. 
Call 519-572-9160.

GARAGE 
SALES

ELMIRA, 11 CORAL Gables. Fri., 
Aug 29 noon - 8pm. Sat., Aug 
30 8am - 1pm. Kids toys and 
clothes, household items etc.

GARAGE 
SALES

GARAGE SALE. MOVING. Toys, 
Books, Household Items.  
19 Sugar King Drive, Elmira. 
Saturday September 6, 
starting at 8 am.

LARGE ESTATE GARAGE Sale. 
Two weekends, Aug. 23 & 
24, and Aug. 29, 30, 31. 8 
a.m. to ? Everything a well 
established home would 
have. Crafts, hobbies, and 
art supplies, collectibles of all 
kinds, tools and furniture. If 
you’re looking for it, we most 
likely have 2. 5 Sandpiper 
Cres. Elmira.

ST. CLEMENTS COMMUNITY 
Wide Garage Sale. Saturday, 
September 6, 2014 8:00 a.m. 
For information contact Jen 
Connolly 519-699-9277 or 
Melanie Martin 519-699-5116. 
Find us on Facebook! Search 
St. Clements Recreation 
Service Board.

ST. JACOBS - Fri., Aug 29 
to Fri., Sept 5, 9am to 2pm 
daily. 48 Young St. Proceeds 
to Grand River Cancer Centre. 
Furniture, linens, metal 
shelves, older lamps, space 
bags, halloween and Christ-
mas items and much more.

CONTINUED FROM PG. 17

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

DEADLINE
FOR A FAMILY ALBUM 
ANNOUNCEMENT IS 

WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!
Call: 519-669-5790  or Visit:  

www.observerxtra.com

100% 
LOCAL
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FROM PAPER TO PRINT
QUALITY COLOUR 
PHOTO REPRINTS 4x6 8x10$9  

That photograph in The Observer can be yours. Visit 
our website and order any photo in paper or online.

Order your print today! 519-669-5790 | www.observerxtra.com/forms/order-a-photo-reprint 

2nd Print 
only $4.50

5x7 $11
2nd Print 
only $5.50

$15
2nd Print 
only $7.50

There’s lots of talk 
in the kitchen these days. 
Sure, some of it is about 
new products in the shop, 
fresh-baked bread, fresh 
meals, and the fact that 
the store has gone through 
some significant restruc-
turing, but mainly we’re 
talking about our gardens: 
What we like to make with 
the produce and what 
worked or hasn’t worked 
this year.  

Our first official veggie 
garden turned out very 
well this year. The lettuce, 
peppers and tomatoes 
made it in to our shop for 
garnishing our salads and 
slider trays. Some of the 
fresh meals included our 
beans and snow peas. That 
is something we strive for 
as chefs: the vision is al-
ways to make it as fresh as 
possible. Although there is 
more to that statement, the 
dish itself usually ends up 
being simple, delicate and 
delicious. For example, at 
this time of year the tomato 
doesn’t need any coaxing 
to taste incredible. A driz-
zle of olive oil, balsamic 
and cracked pepper and 
you have a savoury side to 
your breakfast, lunch or 

Fresh-
from-the-
garden 
tomatoes 
make this 
dish

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

SCOTT BARBER

HEARING | 27

One of the first chil-
dren in Canada to receive 
simultaneous bilateral 
cochlear implants over the 
age of two, Noah DeCicco is 
giving back to the hospital 
that gave him hearing.  

Last month, the 9-year-
old set out to raise $200 
with a lemonade stand out-
side of his family’s Breslau 
home. 

The community re-
sponded in force, chip-
ping in some $850 for the 
cochlear implant program 
at Sick Kids Hospital in 
Toronto.

“I wanted to donate the 
money to Sick Kids Hospi-
tal because I was deaf and 
they were the people that 
helped me by giving me the 
cochlear implants,” Noah 
explained.

His mom Amy contin-
ued, “If he’s not the first, 
he is absolutely one of the 
first children to receive 
simultaneous bilateral 
cochlear implants over the 
age of two. So he is very big 
on supporting the research 
and development team.”

The surgery is covered 
by OHIP, but the external 
devices need to be replaced 
every three years and carry 

a $15,000 price tag.
Noah wants to fight to 

make sure kids get the 
same opportunity he had, 
much the way his parents 
fought for him.

“(Doctors) haven’t found 
the reason why Noah’s 
hearing was impaired and 
they don’t know for sure 
if he was born deaf,” Amy 
DeCicco said. “He failed the 
initial hearing assessment 
that they give to children 
now when they are born. 
After he failed they said 
let’s get him retested in 
four weeks because he had 
a lot of fluid and they said 
maybe all the fluid just 

needs to drain from his 
sinus cavities. So we took 
him to Erinoak (centre for 
development and treat-
ment) and had him retested 
four weeks later and they 
said he was hearing fine.”

But Amy and her hus-
band Joe weren’t con-
vinced.

“Joe and I did our own 
hearing assessments at 
home because we were 
looking for reassurance 
and confirmation,” Amy 
said. “We noticed he would 
wiggle his bum and dance 
when music was on and he 
was lying on the floor be-
cause it was hardwood, but 

when we would go upstairs 
and he was on the carpet 
there would be no reaction. 
Or, I would hold Noah and 
we would drop a textbook 
behind him on the hard-
wood floor and he wouldn’t 
react. But when we sat him 
on the floor and dropped 
the textbook he would re-
act. So we did those little 
tests for a long time and we 
kept feeling like something 
was wrong.”

Since Noah was deemed 
to be a hearing child, it was 
a struggle just to get him 
reassessed. 

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Noah DeCicco raised some $850 for the cochlear implant program at Sick Kids Hospital with a lemonade stand outside his family’s Breslau home.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

VOLUNTEER EFFORT / PAYING IT FORWARD

Breslau boy who received cochlear 
implants is eager to help other kids 
who need the assistance

Hear’s to 
helping 
others 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Improve Digestive
Health with Great
Fibre and Tasty Apple
Cinnamon Flavour!

Joy! Health Naturally!

Darlene Vandermey RNPA, CLWC
www.myaimstore.com/joyhealthnaturally

519-698-0300

AUGUST 30

VISIT THE WTHHS HISTORICAL Room at the Old School, 
1137 Henry St., Wellesley between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
and enjoy displays and interesting historical facts 
about Wellesley Township. Free admission. 

SEPTEMBER 1

THE EIGHTH ANNUAL LIONS Fishing Derby will be 
held at the Albert Erb Conservation Area in Wellesley. 
Registration is at 9 a.m. ($7 fee per angler). The derby 
runs from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. A cash prize of $150 will be 
awarded for the first tagged fish caught. Trophies will 
be awarded in six categories. All anglers are eligible 
to select items from a prize table. Food booth on site. 
Anglers over 16 must have a fishing license. All proceeds 
go to fund community programs in the village. 

2014 WELLESLEY SOAP BOX Classic sponsored by the 
Wellesley and District Board of Trade. Race classes : 8-10 
year olds, 11-13 year olds, 14-17 year olds, 18 year olds 
plus. For details on car specifications, race rules and 
entry forms go to www.wellesleyboardoftrade.com.  
You don’t need to own a soap box car to register. Entry 
deadline: Friday Aug. 30. Come out for an afternoon of 
racing and fun! It’s a great family day!

SEPTEMBER 6

THE WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS Club is hosting two 
events in the Foodland parking lot (Arthur St. Elmira). 
Drive a Ford event, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Come out and take a 
car for a test drive (one test driver per household). Ford 
will donate $20 for each test drive up to a maximum 
of $6,000. Classic Car Show & Shine, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.). 
$5 entry fee, dashboard plaque for first 25 cars. Classic 

car registration call Sandy 519-638-2523, Live band 
(Cowboy Up), food, drinks. All proceeds to Elmira 
District Community Living Van Project (for the purchase 
of a Ford wheelchair van). 

SEPTEMBER 7

JOIN US FROM 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. for our Fall Mom-to-
Mom sale. Moms will be selling their gently used baby 
and kids items. Find deals on everything from gently 
used baby equipment, gently used kids clothing 
and maternity wear, toys, books and much more! 
Breslau Community Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. 
Admission $2. All proceeds from the sale go to the 
Breslau Recreational Association to benefit community 
events like Winterfest and family Fun Day.

17TH ANNUAL BUTTERFLY WALK to Remember 
presented by Bereaved Families of Ontario – 
Midwestern Region. Location: Williamsburg Cemetery, 
1541 Fischer Hallman Rd., Kitchener. Registration 1-2 
p.m., Butterfly release and Walk to Remember 2:45-3 
p.m. For more information call 519-603-0196.

SEPTEMBER 10 

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., 
St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more information. 

SEPTEMBER 11

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Breslau Community Centre, 100 Andover Dr., 
Breslau. Cost $6.  Join us for a noonday light lunch and 

fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts at 519-664-
1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more information. 

FREE COMMUNITY BBQ, HOSTED by Christ Lutheran 
Church at 455 Anndale Rd., Waterloo. Come and meet 
your neighbours and community organizations. 
Food, live music, and bouncy castle; 5-8:30 pm. For 
more details call 519-885-4050.

NEW HORIZONS AT 10 a.m. Maryhill Community 
Center.  Guest speaker John Nederend, Let’s Talk 
Farming. New Horizons meet once a month from 
Sept. to May on the second Thurs. of each month. 
All zoomers, boomers and seniors are welcome; $2 
admission fee. Refreshments are served. 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors. 
10:30 a.m. (coffee at 10:15), 200 Barnswallow Dr., 
Elmira. Speaker: Derek Frey, topic: Destinations 
Hockey - Mongolia. $7/person - includes hot lunch. 
Contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

SEPTEMBER 12 

COMMUNITY CAN DINE - 6-7:30 p.m. Trinity United Church, 
Elmira. Pulled pork, salad, dessert, pay what you can. 

SEPTEMBER 14

HOT HAM SUPPER BEING held at St. Clements 
Community Centre, 1 Green St., St. Clements from 4-7 
p.m. Tickets are $12 for adults, children 5-12 $6, and 4 
and under are free. All proceeds are going to the hall 
retrofit. There will be a raffle prize table. For tickets 
please call Wayne or Marilyn Curry at 519-669-8747.

 

9:30am Worship

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

Pastor:  Hans J. W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ 
through Love 
and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2816
www.floramc.org

10:00am
Worship Service

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, August 31st

God is Great

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Worship Service
10:00am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, August 31, 2014
Single Service at 10:00 AM

Speaker: Randy Baker
“Done Deal”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Ron Seabrooke
Discovering God Together

Sun., August 31st

11:00 am

‘Acts 29’

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church
Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

10:00am
Worship Service

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Worship: 9:30amElmira
Mennonite

Church Wise and Foolish 
Builders

Sermon on the Mount

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 9:30am  

519.669.5030 
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ACROSS
1. Does some tailoring
5. Outline
11. According to
16. Band with the hit “Barbie 
Girl”
17. Get back
18. Court figure
19. A local magistrate with 
limited powers
22. Desktop pictures
23. “A rat!”
24. Small songbird
25. Eyeball benders
26. J.F.K. overseer
29. Cyst
31. On, as a lamp
32. Chemical, to determine 
age of organic materials
36. Long, long time
37. African capital
38. Aegean vacation locale
39. Affranchise
40. Mr., abroad
41. Alias
43. In heaven
44. Revolve, in a gravitational 
field
47. Assassinated

50. “Fantasy Island” prop
51. “For ___ a jolly ...”
52. Blah-blah-blah
55. 10 kilogauss
56. Certifies
58. “Major” animal
59. The quality of failing to be 
considerate
63. “A pox on you!”
64. Elephant’s weight, maybe
65. “Casablanca” pianist
66. “Don’t get any funny 
___!”
67. Manage
69. Amateur video subject, 
maybe
71. Beams
72. Cannot possibly do 
without
78. Brouhaha
79. A cheap cigar
80. Ashtabula’s lake
81. A fence formed shrubs
82. The act of hauling 
something
83. Harmony
DOWN
1. “The ___” (Uris novel)
2. Supplies of a military force

3. Dry white wine from the 
Loire valley
4. A state of sudden spiritual 
enlightenment
5. Parentheses, e.g.
6. ___ Dee River
7. “I” problem
8. Churchill’s “so few”: Abbr.
9. Commend
10. Not given a finished form
11. Death on the Nile cause, 
perhaps
12. Hasenpfeffer, e.g.
13. Informal term for a human 
‘tooth’
14. In an advanced stage of 
pregnancy

15. First Nobelist in Physics
20. “What’s gotten ___ you?”
21. Barely managed, with 
“out”
25. Face-to-face exam
26. Of or concerning the face
27. Parenthesis, essentially
28. A substance that wears 
down
30. Internal layer of a mollusk 
shell
33. Sagan of “Cosmos”

34. Resembling oak
35. Barber’s job
40. Voiced
42. A place of religious retreat 
for Hindus
44. Fodder holder
45. Go through
46. Makeup, e.g.
47. Somewhat stiff
48. Yield to the wishes of 
someone
49. Travel up
52. Green foliage
53. Offer?
54. Low in pitch
57. Victorian, for one
58. Any of various female 
water spirits
60. Early course
61. Overrun
62. Cork’s country
68. Little dent
70. “I’m ___ you!”
71. Delight
73. “Comprende?”
74. Boar’s mate
75. ___ Khan
76. Famous
77. “Hold on a ___!”

While the Big Bang wasn’t noisy at all, our world has grown much noisier since

Q. What’s to be said about 
noise, from the Big Bang 
to modern-day acoustics?
A. To set the record straight, 
the Big Bang at the incep-
tion of the universe was 
noiseless: Since everything 
expanded uniformly, “noth-
ing came in contact with 
anything else. No contact, no 
sound waves,” says Jonathon 
Keats in “Discover” maga-
zine. Historically, the biggest 
of big bangs occurred in 1883 
when Krakatoa, the volcanic 
island in Indonesia, erupted 
with the explosive power of 
200 megatons of TNT, which 
was heard nearly 3,000 miles 
away.

As for everyday noise, a 
jet engine might hit roughly 
180 decibels (dB), if it were 
a foot away from your ear. 
According to psychologist 
Hugo Fastl, people perceive 
airplane noise as being 10 
dB greater than the equiva-
lent noise from a train, even 
when the two are objectively 
the same--making the jet 
sound 10 times noisier. 
Thus, plane noises are more 
annoying, creating the so-
called “railway bonus” and 
“aircraft malus.”

At a bar, cranking up 
ambient noise from 72 to 88 
dB resulted in men imbib-
ing 20% faster, reported 
researchers at the Universite 
de Bretagne-Sud. And over-
all people are getting louder: 
According to the World 
Forum for Acoustic Ecology, 
in the U.S. animated conver-

sations increased by 10 dB 
in the 1990s. Such noise ex-
posure every day can lead to 
hearing loss, and “the stress 
causes some 45,000 fatal 
heart attacks a year in the 
developing world,” says Diet-
er Schwela of the Stockholm 
Environment Institute.
Q. Brainy baseball 
fans, are you numerate 
enough to know about the 
“Ruth-Aaron numbers 
pair”? Think home runs, 
consecutive numbers and 
prime factor sums.
A. For many years, the goal 
for most home-run-hitting 
baseball players was to reach 
Babe Ruth’s longtime record 
of 714 career home runs, 
say Alfred Posamentier and 
Ingmar Lehmann in “Math-
ematical Curiosities.”  
   On April 8, 1974, the At-
lanta Braves’ slugger Hank 

Aaron hit his 715th home 
run. This prompted the 
University of Georgia’s Carl 
Pomerance to point out that 
714 and 715 are two consecu-
tive numbers whose prime 
factor sums are equal: 714 = 
2 x 3 x 7 x 17, with 2 + 3 + 7 + 
17 equalling 29; and 715 = 5 
x 11 x 13, with 5 + 11 + 13 also 
equalling 29.

“Who would have thought 
that the two home-run kings 
would make a contribution 
to mathematics,” pose the 
authors. Furthermore, tak-
ing the sum of 714 and 715 
yields 1,429, which is a prime 
number, that is, a number 
that can be divided evenly 
only by 1 and by itself. The 
reversal of this sum is 9,241, 
also a prime number. Other 
arrangements–1,249; 4,129; 
4,219–are prime numbers 
as well.

Q. When you cross one 
creature seeming big as a 
horse with another seem-
ing big as a whale, what do 
you get?
A. Had you asked this ques-
tion of author J.R.R. Tolkien 
in between his writings on 
hobbits and elves, he might 
have replied that the word 
“walrus” comes from the Old 
Norse “hrossvair,” meaning 
“horse-whale,” says Rowan 
Hooper in “New Scientist” 
magazine. (Tolkien had 
once worked at the Oxford 
English Dictionary, where he 
was assigned to study words 
beginning with “W.”) 

You may not have this 
definition in mind if you 
happen across a walrus 
while swimming off Sval-
bard in the Arctic Ocean, as 
happened to “National Geo-
graphic” photographer Paul 

Nicklen. Nicklen had grown 
up in the Canadian Arctic 
and was in the water at the 
time expressly to find this 
“king of beasts.”

Yes, walruses are huge. 
Males can reach 3.6 meters 
long (12 feet) and weigh 2000 
kilograms (4400 pounds), 
with metre-long tusks used 
for fighting. Living some 30 
years in the wild, walruses 
have few natural predators. 
“Only an orca or a polar bear 
would even try to take one 
on,” Hooper says. “If you did 
ever get close, you might 
smell its breath -- notoriously 
bad, apparently, from a diet 
composed mainly of clams.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

Let’s Go! Submit your travel photo & info at www.observerxtra.com/observer-abroad/

READY FOR

TAKEOFF

the perfect travel companion!
The OBSERVER is

Take us wherever your adventure takes you.
Send us a photo of you and your Observer and a short recap of your vacation!
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

■ Plan a walking route 
to school or the bus stop. 
Choose the most direct 
way with the fewest street 
crossings and, if possible, 
with intersections that 
have crossing guards.

■ Walk the route with 
your child beforehand. 
Tell him or her to stay 
away from parks, vacant 
lots, fields and other 
places where there aren't 
many people around.

BACK TO SCHOOL SAFTEY

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

49 Industrial Dr., Elmira • 519-669-163122 Isabella St., St. Jacobs • 519-664-3056

PK Sportswear
Customized
Spiritwear

pksport@gmail.com

Paul Kalbfleisch
Jeremy Weber

232 Arthur St. S, Elmira

Paul & Adèle’s

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com

“Proud to be part of the community.”

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties
Turkeys - Ducks - Geese

Ready-to-lay-pullets

 60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

www.ccc-group.com
 

Sulphur Products

This Back to School Safety announcement is brought to 
you by these community-minded businesses

■ Teach your child  
never to talk to strangers 
or accept rides or gifts 
from strangers. Remem-
ber, a stranger is anyone 
you or your children don't 
know well or don't trust.

■ Be sure your child 
walks to and from school 
with a sibling, friend, or 
neighbour.

■ Teach your kids — 
whether walking, biking, 
or riding the bus to school 
— to obey all traffic 
signals, signs and traffic 
officers. Remind them 
to be extra careful in bad 
weather.

■ If your child bikes to 
school, make sure they 
wear a helmet that 
meets one of the safety 
standards. Research 
indicates that a helmet 
can reduce the risk of head 
injury by up to 85%.

■ Teach children to 
arrive at the bus 
stop early, stay 

out of the street, wait 
for the bus to come to 
a complete stop before 
approaching the street, 
watch for cars and avoid 
the driver's blind spot.

■ Remind your children to 
stay seated at all times 
and keep their heads 
and arms inside the 
bus while riding. When 
exiting the bus, children 
should wait until the bus 
comes to a complete stop, 
exit from the front using 
the handrail to avoid falls 
and cross the street at 
least 10 feet (or 10 giant 
steps) in front of the bus.

BE SAFE
TRAVELING TO & FROM

SCHOOL

HEARING: Earlier intervention makes a big difference 
FROM | 24

“We just looked like 
overly paranoid parents,” 
Amy said. “Finally after 
the fourth visit to the ear, 
nose and throat specialist, 
he said, ‘I am going to have 
him reassessed but it’s for 
your benefit because obvi-
ously you don’t trust us, 
and we need to put your 
heart at ease so that you 
can start moving forward.’”

Sure enough, the test 
showed that Noah had 
severe to profound hear-
ing impairment. Noah was 
18-months-old, and Amy 
and Joe were left to wonder 
what had gone wrong.

Why did he pass the 
hearing test at four weeks? 
Did he have hearing at that 
time, only to lose it through 
infection later on? Now 
what do we do?

Connected with an audi-
ologist, Noah was given a 
hearing aid five days before 
his second birthday. 

like a hearing aid, it is 
electrodes in his cochlear. 
So we sound to him a little 
bit electronic, almost like 
we’re speaking through a 
P.A. system, but he doesn’t 
know the difference, obvi-
ously.”

Now, “people don’t even 
realize he is deaf or a co-
chlear implant recipient 
until they see the devices 
because he is so articulate 
and his speech is clear,” 
Amy said.

But they still face chal-
lenges.

“Chronologically he is 
9-years-old, but his hearing 
age is only 6,” Amy, an early 
childhood educator, ex-
plained. “He lost those first 
three years and the early 
years are (so important for) 
language and cognitive de-
velopment.”

That’s why it’s so impor-
tant to get the implants 
early, something Noah’s do-
nation will help support.

“The first time he heard 
sound we think, was the 
day the hearing aids were 
turned on,” Amy remem-
bered. “He was a little bit 
startled by the noise, but 
it only lasted about 10 
seconds and then he was 
absolutely fine. … I was 
shocked at how quickly his 
brain just adapted. It was 
amazing to see him being 
so acute to all the noises 
around him, and putting 
him in the car and watch-
ing how this whole new life 
opened up for him.”

Amy and Joe wanted the 
first words Noah to hear to 
be “I love you.” But Joe ac-
cidently said “how do we 
know it’s working,” first, 
Amy recalled with a laugh.

Next, Noah was assessed 
by the cochlear implant 
team at Sick Kids to see if 
he would be a candidate for 
the implant surgery.

Tests showed his cochle-
ar were fine, and surgery 

was scheduled for March 17, 
2007. After a month of re-
covery, Noah could hear.

“The first month was 
beeps and whistles while 
the brain is trying to adapt, 
so he still wasn’t hearing 
actual words until the con-
nections were made in his 
brain,” Amy said. “It’s not 
like turning on a hearing 
aid. It’s more like R2D2 or 
Darth Vader, kind of an 
electronic voice. It’s not a 
naturally amplified sound 

2 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil
Cracked pepper 
Goat cheese, sliced
Baguette, sliced

 
Combine diced sundried 

tomato, diced tomato, 
olive, basil, olive oil and 
balsamic;

Slice goat cheese with 
thread, place on top of 
sliced baguette. Top with 
tomato mix;

Grind pepper on top and 
place in oven @ 375 F for  
5 minutes.

dinner.
Enjoy this recipe as we 

wind down our summer. 
The weather may not have 
been perfect, but for my 
family and I, it was the best 
summer ever. Our days 
were full of balance, fun, 
swimming, giggles and 
campfires.

Goat Cheese 
and Sundried 
Tomato 
Tartines
1 tbsp diced sundried tomato 
1 medium tomato, seeded 
and diced
10 chopped kalamata olives
5  leaves of fresh basil, 
chopped 
1 tsp balsamic vinegar

CHEF’S TABLE: Tomatoes are 
now fresh and very abundant 
FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Noah, Amy and Alyssa DeCicco.
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Items may not be exactly as shown. Subject to availability. 
We reserve the right to limit quantities.

OPEN 24 HRS
Delivery Service Available

315 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403

SWEET 
CORN

$299

$249
10LB. WHITE 
POTATOES

$499
EA.

WATER SOFTENER 
SALT 20KG.

Locally owned and operated by Doug & Mary Lou Pagett 
SALETRUCKLOAD

SWEET GREEN 
PEPPERS

LARGE 
MUSKMELON

$199
EA.

Product of Ontario, Canada No.1 Grade

GREEN OR RED 
CABBAGE

99¢
EA.

Product of Canada, 
Canada No.1 Grade

Product of Canada, 
Canada No.1 Grade

Product of Ontario, 
Canada No.1 Grade

99¢
LB.

FRESH KALE

99¢
BUNCH

Product of Canada

$699
EA.

HARDY MUMS
2 GAL. POT

$500
EA.

SUNFLOWER 
BOUQUETS

DOZEN SUGAR BABE 
WATERMELONS

$299
EA.

Product of Ontario

3 DAY SALE!
Friday, Aug. 29th, Saturday, Aug. 30th & Sunday, Aug. 31st ONLY

We Sell Local Produce
Proud Supporter of the Elmira Produce Auction


