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Home Hardware co-
founder Walter Hach-
born will add yet another 
feather to his cap next 
spring when the St. Jacobs 
native is inducted into the 
Canadian Business Hall of 
Fame. 

Already a 
member of the 
Order of Canada, 
the recipient of 
the Distinguished 
Canadian Retail-
er Award and an 
honourary doctor 
of laws, Hach-
born is humbled 
by the recogni-
tion.

“It is truly an honour to 
be selected for induction 
into the Canadian Busi-
ness Hall of Fame in May 
2015,” he told The Observer 
by e-mail. “It is humbling 
to have my name listed 
among Canada’s most dis-
tinguished business lead-
ers. It is only with the help 
of a committed team of 
corporate staff and the dili-
gent work of over a thou-
sand dealer-owners across 
Canada that I have been 
able to accomplish my vi-
sion for the company.”

Hachborn named to 
Canadian Business 
Hall of Fame

SCOTT BARBER Hachborn began his 
career in the hardware 
business in 1938. Born in 
Conestogo, Hachborn cre-
ated Home Hardware with 
partners Henry Sittler and 
Arthur Zilliax in 1964. 

In the 50 years since, 
the company has grown to 

more than 1,000 
stores with retail 
sales this year 
totalling $5.4 bil-
lion.

While Hach-
born retired from 
day-to-day opera-
tions in 1988, he 
still maintains an 
active role in the 
company.

“I am most 
proud that we were able 
to find a way to preserve 
the independent home 
improvement retailer,” 
Hachborn said. “When 
we began 50 years ago, we 
believed that a reliable, 
friendly store for home 
improvement needs was 
too important to the make-
up of the community to be 
swallowed by the large dis-
count retailers. We began 
with 122 stores and as we 
celebrate our 50th anniver-

Woolwich Community Servic-
es’s brand new home on Memorial 
Avenue is mammoth compared to its 
predecessor, but most importantly, it 
provides privacy for its users.

“We’ve gone from basically 1,000 
(square) feet [at the old building on 
Arthur Street] to this section, which 
is all of our administration offices,” 
executive director Don Harloff ex-
plained during a tour last week. “This 
is about 3,500 feet.”

WCS opened at its new location 
on December 1. The entire building, 
including the thrift shop, is 7,500 
square feet. He expects the thrift 
shop to be moved into the building in 
January. 

And while bright windows and per-
sonal space for staff and volunteers 
are huge positives, one feature stands 
out.

“The tremendous boost that we 
have here is we now have privacy,” 
Harloff said. “That’s the biggest dif-
ference. The most important thing is 

WHITNEY NEILSON

Ethan Ball battles for the ball during EDSS’ junior boys’ basketball team’s 71-9 loss to Forest Heights Collegiate Institute on 
Dec. 2. [WHITNEY NEILSON  / THE OBSERVER]WCS | 6 HACHBORN | 2

HOME COURT NOT AN ADVANTAGE AT EDSS

Walter Hachborn

Privacy the 
biggest gain 
at WCS’s 
new home
Move from old cramped 
quarters allows agency 
to provide separate, 
quiet areas for its clients
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We’re considering garbage collection changes to decrease the amount of 
garbage ending up in our landfill.

Possible options include:
• One low garbage bag limit for everyone.
• Every other week garbage collection, with unlimited weekly blue box 

and green bin collection.
• User-pay system (e.g. bag tags) for times when there is more garbage 

than the bag limit.

To learn more, visit our website at 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste 
call 519-575-4400 TTY: 519-575-4608 
or email waste@regionofwaterloo.ca

Help shape the future of
garbage collection

Tell us what you think of these possible changes, visit
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/wastechanges to complete a

short survey, or call 519-575-4400 to do the survey over the phone.
!
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519-741-1750

Ask Gretta about your decorating dilemma!

Come enjoy ourCome enjoy our

Bring a food donation 
for the Woolwich Food Bank
Bring a food donation 
for the Woolwich Food Bank

HELP US MEET OUR GOAL OF 
1000LBS OF FOOD!

HELP US MEET OUR GOAL OF 
1000LBS OF FOOD!

WE’LL BE COLLECTING 
DONATIONS UNTIL DEC. 20TH

WE’LL BE COLLECTING 
DONATIONS UNTIL DEC. 20TH

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.
9:30-5:30

May not be exactly as shown. While supplies last.

Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30
Sunday
Nov 23-Dec 21
12:00-4:00

The Shops At Roxton

www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

519.669.3072

1 Union St., Elmira

Florals

20%
Off

Ar�ficial

Greenery&
DECEMBER 6TH – DECEMBER 12TH
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sary, we have grown to over 
1,060 stores from coast to 
coast to coast.”

Home Hardware presi-
dent Paul Straus described 
Hachborn’s impact on the 

Canadian business com-
munity.

“Walter was a hardware 
store owner who had a 
greater vision – he saw a 
way not only to grow his 
own business, but to sup-

port independent deal-
ers everywhere.  We have 
grown from a $3 million 
business to retail sales of 
$5.4 billion this year on 
our 50th anniversary and 
still growing, thanks in no 
small part to our dedicated 
staff and the innovative 
thinking, dedication, and 
entrepreneurial spirit of 
Walter Hachborn. Walter’s 
career serves as evidence 
of the limitless opportu-
nities that independent 
retailing provides innova-
tive and entrepreneurial 
spirited Canadians.”

He added, “Walter em-
bodies the core values that 
Home Hardware is found-
ed upon. He has remained 
committed to the indepen-
dent retailer since 1964 
and has instilled his values 
of service and dependabil-
ity into the foundation of 
Home Hardware.”

Hachborn will be of-
ficially inducted during a 
gala on May 4, 2015. Fel-
low members of the 37th 
induction class include: 
André Bérard, corporate 
director, National Bank 
of Canada; N. Murray 
Edwards, chairman, Cana-
dian National Resources 
Limited; and Heather Reis-
man, chair & CEO, Indigo 
Books & Music Inc. 

HACHBORN: Latest of many awards for founder
FROM | COVER
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In Butch Martin: From the Dam to the World Stage author Del Gingrich recounts the remarkable life and career of hockey star –and Floradale 
native- Floyd “Butch” Martin.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

Maureen Phillips sorts through costumes at the Elmira Kiwanis House in preparation for 
Saturday’s Santa Claus Parade.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

MARTIN | 7

Wellesley welcomes 
its new council
Inaugural meeting sees Mayor Joe 
Nowak set out issues identified as 
important by township residents

COUNCIL | 6

Issues raised during 
the election were top of 
mind as Wellesley’s new 
council was sworn-in this 
week.

Speaking at a special 
inaugural session Monday 
night, Mayor Joe Nowak 
noted each of the town-
ship’s communities has 
priorities that will have to 
be addressed. He and the 
four councillors read their 
oaths to a couple dozen 
friends and family mem-
bers in attendance, fol-
lowed by a short speech

Nowak also appointed 
the councillors as com-
mitte chairs. Herb Neher 
will oversee the planning 
and development commit-
tee. Road, bridge, property, 
and fire committee went 
to Shelley Wagner. Peter 
Van der Maas will chair the 
recreation committee. The 
personnel committee is 
headed by Carl Smit.

Reflecting on retired 
mayor Ross Kelterborn’s 
accomplishments, Nowak 
said he hopes to build on 
that foundation.

“Having had the oppor-
tunity to meet with many 
of Ross’s associates, it is 
obvious that he has gar-
nered their respect. I am 
often told that I have large 

WHITNEY NEILSON shoes to fill,” Nowak said.
“And secondly, Ross 

has chosen to leave public 
life on his own terms and 
timing and not because of 
an upset or disappointed 
electorate. He stayed true 
to himself and the people 
he represented.”

Nowak said he prefers 
to refer to the residents as 
partners, rather than tax-
payers or constituents, and 
they will only achieve suc-
cess by working together 
collaboratively. 

“When campaigning 
it was important for me 
to hear firsthand the 
thoughts and concerns 
of our partners,” Nowak 
said. “When confronted 
with these issues I would 
agree to make sure council 
would be aware and this is 
what I’d like to do now.”

He noted the issues he 
would discuss were not 
new, but should be reiter-
ated.

Linwood residents men-
tioned the closing of the 
transfer station and the 
potential environmental 
impact it may have. They 
also complained about the 
horse droppings on the 
main street. Heavy traffic 
through the village was the 
main concern for Hawkes-

From Sunday after-
noon shinny in Floradale 
to representing Canada 
at the Olympic Games in 
Cortina and Squaw Valley, 
Floyd “Butch” Martin had a 
remarkable hockey career.

In Butch Martin: From 
the Dam to the World 
Stage, author Del Gingrich 
tells the unlikely story of 
“how a Mennonite boy who 
grew up playing shinny on 
the Floradale dam returned 
decades later carrying mul-
tiple Olympic medals.”

Gingrich, a first cousin of 
Martin, says the book was a 
labour of love.

“I have been given the 
opportunity to tell some 
of the story of my father’s 
nephew, my cousin, Floyd 
“Butch” Martin,” he writes 
in the book’s introduction. 
“I feel greatly privileged 
and honoured to do so. I 
hope that by reading this 
account, his daughter 
Kelly and grandchildren, 
Paul and Kristie, will un-
derstand more completely 
why their father and grand-
father has been so highly 
and widely acclaimed as 
an outstanding athlete and 
man.”

A retired school princi-

Chronicling a local’s most 
improbable hockey career
Local historian Del Gingrich’s latest book tells the story of Floradale native 
Floyd “Butch” Martin and his success on the world stage as an Olympian

SCOTT BARBER

pal, Gingrich now pursues 
his passion for the history 
of the Mennonite commu-
nity in the Woolwich area 
through writing. His other 
titles include A Quilt of 
Impressions, about Men-
nonite children, and Kiss-

ing Bridge, which covers 
the history of Ontario’s last 
remaining covered bridge 
in West Montrose. 

As a young man, Gin-
grich watched Martin play 
for local hockey clubs like 
the Guelph Biltmore Mad 

Hatters, the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Dutchmen and the 
Elmira Polar Kings. 

He describes the impact 
Butch made on him in the 
book.

Santa rolls into Elmira for Saturday’s parade, which will be community’s biggest yet
SCOTT BARBER

The 2014 Elmira Santa 
Claus parade will be bigger 
and better than ever, long-
time organizer Lyndon 
Ziegel says.

“We have even more 
floats and banners this 
year. The event continues 
to grow, to the point where 
it’s even larger than the 
K-W parade. It’s amazing 
how far it has come over 
the past 20 years.”

Costume coordinator 
Maureen Phillips agreed.

“It’s a lot of fun, especial-
ly for the kids. It has almost 
turned into Halloween 
with the amount of candy 
the little ones get.”

Phillips has been col-
lecting costumes for the 
event for years, picking up 
everything from penguins 
and bears, to big bird and a 
one-of-a-kind sasquatch.

And they’re always look-
ing for volunteers to take 

part in the festivities.
This year, the Girl Guides 

and the Scouts will march 
along with some 40 floats 
and banners. Everyone 
from minor hockey clubs to 
local dance studios get in-
volved, Ziegel explained.

“It’s a fun event for the 
community.”

Ziegel has been involved 
for nearly two decades, 
starting out when the local 
Jaycees were in charge.

Now, it’s the Elmira Ki-

wanis Club at the helm. 
The event just keeps get-
ting better, he says.

“We have nine bands 
participating, which is 
great,” Ziegel said. “It’s 
gotten to the point where 
bands are actually calling 
us to see if they can take 
part, which is really neat.”

The parade starts at River-
side Public School at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, moving along 
Arthur Street to the Elmira 
Legion on First Street.
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Hearing Doctor
By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

PALMERSTON
888-745-5550

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

KITCHENER
519-743-7000

Doctor of Audiology

The

ASTONISHING STORY OF HEARING ABILITY
A true story of a blind man’s ability to “see” with his ears offers many 
readers their first glimpse at human “echolocation.” Daniel Kish was 
born with a rare form of cancer known as “retinoblastoma,” which 
required the removal of both of his eyes at age 13 months to save his 
life. He adapted by developing a technique used by bats and dolphins 
whereby he issues a brief, sharp click with his tongue that creates 
sound waves that travel at more than 1,000 feet per second. As they 
bounce off every object around him and return to his ears, Kish 
senses any decrease in volume to determine its position. So acute is 
Kish’s hearing that he can ride a mountain bike. 

You only get one set of ears for life. It’s important to take care of 
them! If you believe you have a hearing loss, please call EAR & 
HEARING CLINIC. We offer virtually every brand, model and type of 
hearing aid available and will consider your lifestyle, personal 
preferences and your specific needs in bringing you the best hearing 
solutions today’s technology has to offer. Our wheelchair accessible 
and spacious new office features state of the art technology in a 
patient-centered environment.

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

We are now located 
off the municipal parking lot, 

beside the Mennonite 
Savings and Credit Union

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

It’s Beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas!
• Stocking stuffers
• Pre-wrapped gifts
• Gift certificates

Drop by our new location 
and browse our retail area 
for a great selection of:

Taking divers to new depths in Elmira
WHITNEY NEILSON

Advanced divers expe-
rienced what it’s like to 
descend 180 feet under wa-
ter, without ever having to 
get wet, as they gathered at 
David Reimer’s hyperbaric 
chamber in Elmira on No-
vember 29.

Diving instructor Art 
Penney and his advanced 
diving students at the Eto-
bicoke Underwater Club 
used Reimer’s chamber to 
simulate the effects of go-
ing deep underwater where 
the pressure is seven times 
greater than at the surface.

Going that deep can have 
some interesting effects, 
including what’s known as 
nitrogen narcosis (narced, 
in diver parlance), which 
can cause symptoms simi-
lar to intoxication as the 
nitrogen in your system is 
put under pressure.

 “What happens is, the 
nitrogen that’s in your body 
– right now it doesn’t be-
come toxic – but it becomes 
... it’s like alcohol, you get 
drunk,” Penney said prior 
to starting. “They’re going 
to be funny as anything.”

He explained that partici-
pants’ voices get “squished” 
and all of a sudden every-
one starts sounding like 
Mickey Mouse.  
Reimer noted people who 
can’t handle their booze 
aren’t able to do deep dives.

“Every 33 feet you go 
down is like you drinking 
one martini,” Reimer said. 
“So how good does your 

brain work after you’ve had 
about seven martinis?”

Penney recalls a couple 
years ago when they did the 
same exercise. One of the 
divers picked up the phone 
in the chamber to talk to 
Penney, who was outside 
of it.

“Two things went wrong. 
One thing, the phone 
wasn’t working but he was 
talking to me. And the sec-
ond thing was he started 
to speak Dutch,” Penney 
laughed.

Marianne Collins dives 
with the club and says us-
ing this type of chamber is 

the safest way for divers to 
experience a deep dive so 
they know what to expect 
when doing it for real.

“The nice thing as a diver 
is we get to know and ac-
cept our limits,” Collins 
said. We have one of our 
divers that gets narced at 
60 feet. She knows what 
level she needs to be wor-
ried about.”

Penney added the whole 
idea of the exercise is to 
show them what happens 
to their bodies at different 
depths. The divers were 
given different tasks to 
complete before entering 

the chamber, so they could 
compare how they did 
while at a different depth. 
They included tasks like 
writing your name with 
your dominant and non-
dominant hand, and using 
pliers to drop pop-can tabs 
into a slot.

“It’s all to simulate a re-
ally, really deep dive,” Pen-
ney said. “We would not go 
this deep normally.”

The divers weren’t able 
to take cameras, watches, 
or even pens in the cham-
ber because  they would 
explode under the pressure. 
They were told to wear a 

t-shirt and a sweatshirt 
because as they get com-
pressed the temperature 
will rise, but when they’re 
returning to atmospheric 
pressure they’ll become 
cold.

Penney says he thinks 
this is the closest chamber 
for their club. Toronto Gen-
eral Hospital has one but 
they only use it for medical 
purposes. While Reimer’s 
main business is medical, 
he also makes it available 
for other uses. 

Hyperbaric chambers 
can be used to treat non-
healing wounds, especially 

those experienced by dia-
betics, for instance –

“They get ulcers in their 
feet and it’s not good,” 
Penney said. “This stuff 
what it does, they can put 
oxygen in here. The oxygen 
is also on the wound. Not 
only does the oxygen cut 
through your respiratory 
system, it’s there and it’s 
being forced into the tis-
sues. They cure all kinds of 
people.”

Reimer, a diver himself, 
started his business in 
Hamilton but moved to El-
mira, partly because he was 
curious about his Menno-
nite history. He originally 
operated beside the library, 
but didn’t have enough 
room. Now he works out of 
a space on Howard Avenue. 
He moved to that location 
in 2011.

Diver Beatrice Augereau 
said the class is lucky to 
have access to the chamber.

“It’s not easy to have the 
opportunity to do this kind 
of exercise,” Augereau said. 
“For example, the scuba 
diving club where I was in 
France it was hard to find a 
place. It’s not easy.”

The chamber also helped 
a diver discover she had an 
undiagnosed medical con-
dition. Penney said she had 
been in the Caribbean for 
years and breathed nitrox, 
a higher level of oxygen. 
She couldn’t get the nitrox 
at one point and dove to 70 
feet, which is still safe to do 

Facilities at Reimer Hyperbarics allow participants to safely experience the effects of going deep underwater

DIVING | 7

Advanced divers from the Etobicoke Underwater Club used David Reimer’s hyperbaric chamber in Elmira last weekend to simulate a deepwater dive. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton -Listowel

Pick up the Sony Xperia M with a 4”  
touch screen and 5MP camera!

No strings attached!
Purchase for $100.  That’s a $99 savings*!

Give a phone and a bill credit!
Get the phone for $120.  Your loved one 
can then bring the phone in to activate on 
any monthly plan and receive a $120 bill 
credit**. 

applicable taxes.  Credit check required when activating a new monthly plan.  Phone is locked to the Bell network.  If the recipient decides they do not want the phone, they 

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323 

See our full line of Branson Tractors 
from 24 to 80 hp

 

4520 Cab Tractor with 
Heat & Air Conditioning

I N D U S T R I E S

Clear Your Lane in Comfort
Tractor, Loader & Snowblower

POLICE BLOTTER

Home sales 
steady in 
November

Homes sales through the Kitchener-
Waterloo Association of Realtors in 
November were on par with sales 
compared to November of last 
year, the group reported this week. 
Residential sales totalled 6,251 on a 
yearly basis, a 2.7 per cent increase 
over last year, and also a year-to-date 
record for total units sold since 2007.

A total of 469 residential properties 
sold last month, the same number 

of transactions that occurred in 
November 2013. Residential sales 
in November included 298 single 
detached homes (down 1.3% from last 
November), 40 semi-detached (down 
2.4%), 49 townhomes (up 58.1%) and 
80 condominium units (down 13%). 

Single-detached homes in November 
sold for an average price of $385,533 
an increase of 3.7 per cent compared to 
last year. The average sale price for a 
condominium was $206,598 a decrease 
of five per cent while townhomes and 
semis sold for an average of $277,442 
(up 3.5%) and $255,896 (up 6.3%) 
respectively. The average sale price of 
all residential sales through the MLS 

system increased three per cent to 
$331,964 compared to November 2013.

CCAC names 
its new CEO

Dale Clement was this week named 
chief executive officer of the Waterloo 
Wellington Community Care Access 
Centre (WWCCAC). 

Clement is currently chief operating 
officer and clinical integration lead at 
Halton Healthcare Services in Oakville. 
She has more than 20 years of experi-
ence in the healthcare sector, including 
positions with the Mississauga Halton 
CCAC, the Hamilton Niagara Haldimand 

Brant CCAC, St. Peter’s Health System, 
and Bayshore Home Health. 

She holds an MBA and a Masters 
of Nursing from the University of 
Athabasca, and a BScN from Ryerson 
University.

Clement is expected to join the CCAC 
on January 26. Barry Monaghan will 
continue as interim CEO through the 
transition.

Minto bronze 
for walkability

The Town of Minto is one of three 
Ontario municipalities recognized by 
an expert panel for their progress 

toward walkability. 
WALK Friendly Community 

designations were  awarded to the City 
of Mississauga (silver), the Town of 
Pelham (bronze) and Minto (bronze).  

The awards were given at ACT 
Canada’s Sustainable Mobility and 
Healthy Communities Summit, 
where more than 200 transportation 
professionals from across the country 
gathered in Markham, Ont.

The WALK Friendly Communities 
designations encourage communities 
to take practical steps to make walking 
safe, convenient and enjoyable. Walk 
friendly environments are linked to 
higher rates of everyday walking, 

helping to create vibrant neighbour-
hoods, and increased retail sales and 
transit ridership. 

Communities applying for designa-
tion report their progress on more 
than 200 key walkability indicators, 
including sidewalk policies, connectiv-
ity, progressive design standards, 
campaigns and promotions, training, 
and citizen engagement. Applications 
are scored by a panel of experts. 

The designation is a “tremendous 
honour,” said Minto Mayor George 
Bridge. “The [application] process 
has shown us tangible action steps to 
improve current walking conditions 
moving forward.”

Lost or missing licence plates no 
longer a police matter
Lost a licence plate? 
Waterloo Regional Police 
are no longer taking such 
reports, but will still be 
involved if the plates are 
stolen.

Now in effect, the new 
policy sees lost or missing 
licence plates or accessible 
parking permits handled 
by the Ministry of Trans-
portation. To report a lost 
or missing licence plate or 
parking permit, a vehicle/
plate owner must now visit 
a ServiceOntario retail of-
fice. Appropriate forms will 
be made available at those 
locations.

To report a stolen licence 
plate(s), the vehicle/plate 
owner is still required to re-
port the incident to police 
and obtain the appropriate 
incident number. 

At this time, these types 
of incidents still cannot be 
reported online.

To contact Waterloo 
Regional Police to report a 
stolen licence plate(s), call 
519-653-7700.

N O V E M B E R  2 5

6:00 PM | A car struck a 
runaway horse-drawn buggy 6000 
block of Line 86. The horse was 
injured, but it did survive.

N O V E M B E R  2 6

7:00 AM | Sometime 
overnight unknown suspects stole 
a trailer containing approximately 
$20,000 worth of tools from a stor-
age trailer on a construction site on 
Farmers Market Road. Sometime 
between 6 p.m. the evening before 
and 7 a.m., an unknown suspect 
hooked up the trailer and drove 

away. Police conducted a canvass 
and the investigation is continuing. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to contact South Division detectives 
at 519-650-8500, ext. 2299 or 
CrimeStoppers 1-800-222-8477.

N O V E M B E R  2 7

8:00 AM | Police issued ar-
rest warrants in conjunction with a 
pair of thefts last May. Rory Sean 
General, 31, and Jeffrey Lee Martin, 
34, both of Oshweken, Ont., are 
currently in custody on other mat-
ters. The investigation followed 
break-and-enters to the Auto 
Reflections carwash in Guelph and 
the No Frills grocery store in New 
Hamburg where ATM machines 
were targeted. The investigation 
revealed evidence leading to 
charges of residential and com-
mercial break-and-enter, arson, 
truck theft, thefts of ATVs and 
snowmobiles, firearms possession 
and trafficking and trafficking 

in stolen property throughout 
Waterloo Region, Guelph as well 
as Wellington, Oxford, Brant and 
Perth counties. The two men 
are facing  some 24 criminal and 
firearms-related charges. Both 
are expected to be returned to 
Waterloo Region to answer to 
these charges.

5:42 PM | A collision 
occurred between a sport utility 
vehicle and three pedestrians on 
Waterloo Street at Forest Avenue 
in New Hamburg. The vehicle was 
northbound on Forrest Avenue 
and stopped at the intersection at 
Waterloo Street. The driver then 
made a left turn onto Waterloo 
Street, where a woman pulling 
two children in a wagon was 

northbound in the crosswalk. The 
vehicle struck the woman and 
children, who were subsequently 
taken to Grand River Hospital in 
Kitchener with minor injuries. 
Weather conditions are considered 
to be a factor in this collision. The 
investigation is continuing.
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8:00 AM | Sometime 
overnight, an unknown person(s) 
successfully entered a home on 
Knapp Road in Elmira and stole 
cash. They entered the home 
through an unlocked door and 
then attempted to enter ap-
proximately 10 other homes in the 
area. The investigation is ongoing. 
Police are reminding everyone to 
keep their doors and windows 

locked. They’re also asking anyone 
with information to call Rural 
North Division at 519-650-8500, 
ext. 4319/4320 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477.

N O V E M B E R  3 0

6:23 PM | A collision occurred 
at Erb Street and Erbsville Road. A 
23-year-old Waterloo woman was 
crossing Erb Street at a crosswalk 
when she was struck by a 2005 
Volvo SUV that was being driven 
by a 70-year-old Waterloo man. 
The woman was transported to 
hospital with serious injuries. The 
driver of the vehicle was not in-
jured. Police are still investigating 
the collision and ask anyone with 
information to contact the traffic 
branch at 519-653-7700, ext 8856.

CHRIS HADFIELD TAKES QUESTIONS FROM BRESLAU

Students at Breslau Public School enjoyed a 
Skype session with astronaut Chris Hadfield 
during an assembly Nov. 28. Students came 
to the mic. to ask a variety of questions, with 
Commander Hadfield providing responses via 
the big screen.  [SUBMITTED]
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Store Made Deli Sliced

Montreal 
Smoked Meat
$7.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 8TH – December 13th

Store Made

Fresh “Local” Fresh

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Roasting
Chickens

$4.99 $2.69
Need a “FRESH LOCAL” 
Turkey for Christmas? 
We know the farmer!  
He only has so many.

Reserve yours today before they’re gone.

Store Made Sliced

Peameal
Bacon

Smoked  
Picnic Hams

Pork  
Back Ribs

REG. PRICE
$2.69 /lb

$1.99 $4.49 REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$2.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb

STORE HOURS: Mon. Closed, Tues.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5
2192 Floradale Rd., Floradale, ON. | 519.669.1381

10 - 50% OFF Fabrics
50% OFF Selected china sets
10% OFF All clocks - chime and with songs
10% OFF Throughout rest of store, dishes, 
clothing, books, cards, toys and giftware etc. 
Excluded: ladies coats, men’s coats and stamps
5% OFF Groceries including ice-cream. 
Excluded: milk, butter and baking.

FREE Coffee & Long Johns December 10th & 11th FREE Coffee & Long Johns December 10th & 11th 

While Supplies last.

Depot for re�lling Ink Toners.
New style Kombi gloves also available.

December 1st - 24thDecember 1st - 24th
OPEN:
Monday

December
22nd!

OPEN:
Monday

December
22nd!

ville. 
“In St. Clements the 

closing of the grocery 
store, the LCBO, and the 
daycare topped the list,” 
Nowak said. “In addition, 
concerns were raised about 
the safety at the main in-
tersection. The scarcity 
of affordable housing for  
young families and the 
lack of accommodations 
for seniors wanting to 
downsize were strongly 
voiced matters brought to 
my attention.”

Crosshill residents com-
mented on the condition 
of their roads and side-
walks. And the village of 
Wellesley folks raised con-
cerns about growth, fear-
ing it will lose its country 
charm as more homes are 
built.

“Also noted were a short-
age of recreational lands, 
open fire pits, parking is-
sues at [The Apple Butter 
and Cheese Festival] and 

a lack of a police presence 
township-wide,” Nowak 
said.

They also suggested 
more funds should go 
toward recreational activi-
ties rather than fire protec-
tion.

The council approved 
a motion to hold a public 
meeting on January 5 at 
6:45 p.m. for two planning 

issues. The first proposed 
rezoning is at lot 12, Con-
cession 1 on the corner of 
Greenwood Hill Road and 
Gerber Meadows Drive. 
The agricultural land is 
being considered to be re-
zoned as urban residential 
to allow for the final subdi-
vision development in the 
Village Estates.

The second proposed 

COUNCIL: A new lineup prepares for its term at Wellesley’s helm
FROM | 3

Wellesley Township council held its inaugural meeting on Dec. 1 in Crosshill. From left, Coun. Peter van der Maas, Coun. Herb Neher, Mayor 
Joe Nowak, Coun. Shelley Wagner, and Coun. Carl Smit. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael Harris and Ruby Weber presented the $150,000 cheque from the Ontario Trillium Foundation to Don 
Harloff at Woolwich Community Services’ new location last week. The new space at WCS includes a large area where the food bank items 
can be displayed. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WCS: Much more space – private space – to provide services to the agencies diverse range of clients

the privacy.”
All the walls are insu-

lated right through the 
ceiling and up to the roof 
to ensure confidentiality to 
those seeking assistance. 
There are numerous closed 
offices and a small library 
where people can have con-
versations without the feel 
of stepping into an office.

On hand November 28 to 
present a $150,000 cheque 
from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation, Kitchener-
Conestoga MPP Michael 
Harris noted the differ-
ences between the two 
locations.

“I experienced that when 
I came to your last one,” 
Harris said. “Families are 
already having to struggle 
enough to walk in and ask 
for a coat for their kid, let 
alone go in there and have 
a bunch of others.”

The agency’s supply of 
crutches, canes, and wheel-
chairs used to be confined 
to a closet in the basement. 
Now it’s much more acces-
sible on the first floor.

“People really appreciate 
this,” Harloff said of the 
service. “Doctors offices 
are really good about it, 
they’ll refer people over to 
us. It’s really well used.”

The Trillium funds 
helped put the interior 
of the building together. 
The community campaign 
contributed to much of the 
exterior work, to the tune 
of $1.25 million.

There are a boardroom 
and a community meeting 
room, which comes with a 
kitchen and can be rented 
out to groups. The Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival com-
mittee is already booked 
in to use the community 

meeting room. The base-
ment is also being used for 
sorting and storage and 
there are computers and a 
job board set up in the re-
ception area.

The food bank also used 
to be a closet in their base-
ment. Now they’re able to 
display the food on shelves.

“What’s different in our 
food bank from most food 
banks is people come in 
and they pick their own,” 
Harloff said. “We give them 

a sheet of if you’re a family 
of four, you’ll get four of 
this, three of that, two of 
that, and one of that. They 
may like Skippy and not 
Kraft. It means people are 
getting what they want and 
what they can use.”

He added the food bank 
is well stocked right now 
because of numerous food 
drives the community has 
done since Halloween and 
Thanksgiving. Despite this, 
there are some items they 

never have enough of, like 
shampoo and soap. Differ-
ent churches assist by ask-
ing their members to do-
nate the most needed items 
on a monthly basis.

Director of community 
supports Kelly Christie 
helped sort the donations 
and said it’s an accurate 
reflection of how they 
never get enough of certain 
things, regardless of the 
huge influx of food.

“We got four bags of 
sugar and two jars of jam,” 
Christie said. “That’s a 
perfect example of how we 
never have enough sugar 
and jam.”

Another important as-
pect of the food bank is the 
back door, which people 
can use to somewhat pri-
vately take their food to 
their car without having to 
go through the office and 
have everyone see they just 
got a food hamper.

The food bank also hous-
es a large closet containing 
the backpack program and 
birthday supplies.

“For families with low 
incomes, sometimes they 
don’t have enough money 
to buy their children a 
present. More so, it’s used 
when a child gets invited to 
a party,” Christie said. “And 
there’s nothing worse than 
not bringing a present to 
a party or telling the kids 
they can’t go.”

She added the lunch 
crunch program, which 
provides weekly school 
lunches to families in need, 
and the birthday cupboard 
are unique to their agency. 

“They’re very well used 
and very much appreci-
ated.”

FROM | COVER

rezoning is on Geddes 
Street to change the land 
from agricultural to dry in-
dustrial, allowing Chervin 
Custom Woodworks to 
expand.

“It is my hope that after 
thoughtful and respectful 
debate it’ll be the collective 
wisdom of this council who 
moved Wellesley Township 
forward,” Nowak said.
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Quattro AWD! This 2011 A5 Prem + 8 spd Auto is nicely equipped with 
navigation, rear view camera, sunroof, push but ton start, 18” alloy 
wheels, Bluetooth, and heated leather seats. It has been fully inspected 
and has low financing available oac. 

$32,995
SALE PRICED

Stock# D14285-224

2011 Audi A5 Quattro Premium Plus

Year End Pre-owned Sales Event

Prices include all applicable dealer fees, options 
and basic license transfer fee. Just add HST.

Over 25 quality pre-owned vehicles in stock

$13,995
SALE PRICED

This 2012 Jetta Comfortline 2.5L Auto is nicely equipped with keyless entry, 
alloy wheels, power windows, heated mirrors, and heated seats. This former 
daily rental has been fully inspected and has low financing available oac.

Stock# V14050-239

2012 Jetta Comfortline 2.5L Automatic

$29,995
SALE PRICED

This 2013 GTI Wolfsburg Edition 6sp Manual is nicely equipped with keyless 
access / push button start, navigation / satellite radio, back up camera, 18” 
alloy wheels, and heated seats. Low financing available oac.

Stock# V14299-210

2013 GTI Wolfsburg Edition

Financing available on all models OAC

$23,995
SALE PRICED

Stock# V14317-214

2013 Jetta Comfortline TDI
Diesel! This 2013 Jetta Comfortline TDI Auto is nicely equipped with keyless 
entry, sunroof, alloy wheels, Bluetooth, heated mirrors, heated seats, and a 
media interface. Low financing available oac.

This 2013 Tiguan Trendline Auto is nicely equipped with keyless entry, alloy 
wheels, power windows, heated mirrors, and heated seats. This former daily 
rental has been fully inspected and has low financing available.

$20,995
SALE PRICED

Stock# V14167-223

2013 Tiguan Trendline 2.0T Automatic

$14,995
SALE PRICED

This 2011 Kia Sportage LX 4WD Auto is nicely equipped with A/C, Keyless 
entry, rear parking sensors, Bluetooth, and alloy wheels. It has been fully 
inspected and has low financing available oac. 

Stock # D14314-217

2011 Kia Sportage LX 4WD

NOTIFICATION
Habitat Regulations for Protecting Species at Risk

Ontario is fortunate to have a wide variety of plants and animals. Over 200 of these 
species, however, are currently ‘at risk’. One of the key threats to their survival is 
habitat loss.

Under the Endangered Species Act, 2007, the Government of Ontario has passed 
habitat regulations for Eastern Sand Darter, Hine’s Emerald, Hungerford’s Crawling 
Water Beetle, Pitcher’s Thistle, and Wavy-rayed Lampmussel. These provisions will 
help protect and recover these plants and animals. The regulations come into force on 
January 1, 2015.

Want to know more about habitat regulations or the Endangered Species Act? 
Information on the regulations is available on the Environmental Registry of the 
Environmental Bill of Rights website at ontario.ca/ebr (Registry #012-1549) and on 
the Species at Risk website at ontario.ca/speciesatrisk.

For alternative formats of this information, please e-mail sar.habitat@ontario.ca or 
call toll-free at 1-800-667-1940.

Renseignements en français : 1 800 667-1940

BLEED

“These pages also pro-
vide an opportunity for 
some of us to recognize 
Butch’s contributions to 
our lives as teenagers and 
young adults. Butch and 
his brother introduced us 
to participation in compet-
itive sports. They also dra-
matically helped broaden 
and enrich our somewhat 
limited worldview.”

It was quite unusual for a 
member of the Mennonite 
community to play sports 
competitively back in the 
1940s and ’50s, Gingrich 
explained.

That’s why it was so fas-
cinating to chart Martin’s 
improbable playing career.

It was a meteoric rise, 
too, that saw Martin jump 
from Junior B with the 
Waterloo Raiters (later, 
the Tigers), to the Junior 
A Biltmore Mad Hatters, 

and finally to the New York 
Rangers’ NHL training 
camp.

“In the winter of 1949, 
Butch’s second season 
with the Biltmores, The 
Rangers’ scouts were in-
creasingly impressed by 
his play,” Gingrich writes 
in chapter four, ‘Great 
Expectations.’ “They felt 
his strength with the puck, 
good decision making, and 
rugged style would fit into 
Madison Square Garden 
with its smaller ice dimen-
sions than most NHL are-
nas.”

While Martin signed a 
contract to go pro, it wasn’t 
to be. 

The problem was, he 
wanted to marry his 
girlfriend, but her dad 
wouldn’t give them his 
blessing because he said 
“playing hockey was not an 
honourable career.”

In Chapter five, ‘Terms 
of Endearment,’ Gingrich 
lets Martin’s daughter Kel-
ly describe discussing the 
decision while at a hockey 
game with her kids. 

“‘Do you ever regret 
it’? I asked. Dad said, ‘I 
wouldn’t have you … or 
them.’ He was looking at 
Kristie and giving Paul his 
water bottle at the boards 
on the far side of the ice. 
‘Now would I?’ And with 
that, my father hugged me, 
making the moment that 
much more memorable for 
me.”

Indeed, Martin is a 
positive thinking man, 
Gingrich explained, who 
didn’t dwell on what could 
have been.

It probably didn’t hurt 
that retaining amateur sta-
tus led to his back-to-back 
Olympic appearances with 
the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Dutchmen at Squaw Val-
ley in 1956 (bronze medal) 
and Cortina in 1960 (silver 
medal). 

His hockey career kept 
on rolling through the 
1960s as well, as he skated 
with the Allman Cup-
winning (Canada’s senior 
hockey championship) 
Galt Terriers in 1961, the 
Eastern Hockey League’s 
Johnstown Jets in 1962 
and coached the Kitchener 

Rangers in 1964-65. 
Martin, who currently 

lives in New Hamburg, was 
inducted to the Waterloo 
County Hall of Fame in 
1990 and the Waterloo Wall 
of Fame in 2007. 

In the hockey world, his 
contributions to the game 
are well known. Now, with 
this new book, Gingrich 
hopes more people in the 
Waterloo Region and espe-
cially in Woolwich Town-

ship will get to know about 
a hockey great from their 
own backyard. 

Butch Martin: From the 
Dam to the World Stage 
is available in Elmira at 
Foodland, Read’s Decorat-
ing and Winterberry’s De-
sign and Décor. The book 
can also be purchased 
at The Mennonite Story 
and the Stone Crock in St. 
Jacobs or at Bonnie Lou’s 
Café in Floradale. 

MARTIN: Remaining an amateur player allowed him to play in Olympics ... and have his family
FROM | 3 

A TALE FROM HALFWAY AROUND THE WORLD

Author Thanh Campbell recounted his inspiring journey to Canada as a Vietnam War orphan in 1975 to students at John Mahood Public School 
Dec. 2 in Elmira. [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

on air.
She felt itchy after the 

dive and called the Diving 
Alert Network, which takes 
care of diving accidents. 
They didn’t think anything 
was wrong with her so she 
called Penney.

 “She came here, she got 
to 180 feet, she was fine,” 
Penney said. “We started to 
come up and all of a sudden 
away she goes. We grabbed 
some oxygen, said ‘breathe 
this.’ She started to feel bet-
ter, well that’s an indicator, 
which means she was bent 
(decompression sickness).”

They went to see a div-
ing doctor in Toronto and 
it turns out she had a hole 
in her heart. What was hap-
pening was the air was go-
ing through it and she got 
bent. They fixed the hole 
and two months later she 

was diving. They said they 
would never have found 
this if she hadn’t been a 
diver.

“Apparently a lot of peo-
ple have it and don’t know 
it,” Collins said. “You never 
know until you go into this 
kind of situation.”

Penney has been diving 
since 1956 and teaching 

diving since 1979. 
EUC has the best safety 

record of any diving club 
in North America, part of 
which can be attributed  to 
their use of this chamber, 
he said.

“All this is to show them 
what they should and 
shouldn’t do in a safe envi-
ronment.”

DIVING: Elmira facility offers a unique option
FROM | 4

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca
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DECEMBER’S ARRIVAL HAS MOVED the 
yuletide season into high gear. The time of hap-
piness and goodwill will be intruded on Satur-
day, however, for the National Day of Remem-
brance and Action on Violence Against Women. 

It may not be the ideal season for such thoughts – really, 
when is? – but the timing was dictated by Marc Lépine, who 
on Dec. 6, 1989 murdered 14 young women at l’École Poly-
technique de Montréal simply because of their gender.

The National Day of Remembrance and Action on Vio-
lence Against Women in Canada was established in 1991 by 
the Parliament of Canada. As well as commemorating those 
women who have died as a result of gender-based violence, 
the day is seen by the federal government’s Status of Women 
organization as a time to work on concrete actions to elimi-
nate all forms of violence against women and girls.

Gun-control advocates are using the day to take the Harp-
er government to task for its moves to weaken gun control 
measures. Instead of going in that direction, gun-control 
groups are pushing for even more restrictions.

At the École Polytechnique in Montreal, the place where 
the 14 young women were gunned down and 13 others were 
injured with a legally acquired firearm, student groups that 
launched a petition in 1989 instigating a national movement 
for gun control gathered again 25 years later. Participants, 
including alumni who witnessed the tragedy, as well as one 
graduate who survived her gunshot wounds and another 
who lost his wife, say they still need to fight for tougher gun 
control, especially at a time when a new bill aimed at further 
weakening controls (C-42) is being debated in the House of 
Commons.

They were joined in the call by professional engineering 
groups in Quebec.

The engineering groups convened at the school cited Sta-
tistics Canada figures supporting their case. The year 2011, 
the last year the gun control law was in effect in its entirety,  
was the year with the “lowest rate of firearm homicides 
in Canada in almost 50 years,” with much of that decline 
“attributed to a decrease in homicides involving a rifle or 
shotgun,” the type of firearms that were subject to the new 
controls adopted in 1991 and in 1995.

Even here in Canada, there have been numerous school 
shootings since the tragedy in 1989. With every incident, 
some people call for further restrictions on gun ownership. 

On the other side of the argument, gun advocates make 
excuses (the NRA in the States, the National Firearms As-
sociation here) and argue for greater access to guns, saying 
armed civilians could have gunned down such criminals 
before their killing sprees continued.

The latter arguments are commonplace in the U.S., where 
Second Amendment – the right to keep and bear arms – is-
sues abound. In Canada, the notion seems ridiculous: hav-
ing more guns at hand increases the risk. It would be far 
more likely for someone to see red, snap and use a readily 
available gun than it would be for someone to be faced with 
a murderer on a shooting rampage.

While not immune here, we operate under a different 
mindset than do those in the States, where politicians must 
be pro-gun, or at least not come out in favour of gun control. 
That kind of thinking would not fly here: even the gun regis-
try debate was more about waste, graft and rightwing ideol-
ogy than about the guns themselves.

Gun-control advocates, arguing that more guns equals 
more violence, want us all to think about the National Day 
of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women in 
that light.

In gun control 
debate, Dec. 6 
plays a big role

There’s going to be 
an election in Nigeria in 
mid-February, and the 
weird thing is that it’s not 
going to be all about Boko 
Haram. The Islamist terror-
ists are now killing people 
at the rate of at least 500 a 
month – two 9/11s a year, 
in a country with half the 
population of the United 
States – but most Nigeri-
ans seem to regard Boko 
Haram as just one more 
problem, and a fairly local 
one at that.

Up in the three north-
eastern provinces of the 
country, where Boko Ha-
ram has now declared that 
it is setting up an Islamic 
“caliphate” on the model 
of ISIS’s “Islamic State” in 
Iraq and Syria, they do care 
about terrorism. They are 
also now starting to worry 
about it more in the rest 
of the north, where Boko 
Haram attacked the cen-
tral mosque in Kano, the 
biggest northern city, last 
Friday, and killed at least a 
hundred people.

But in the rest of the 

The band plays on as Nigeria sinks even lower
country, the terrorist threat 
has not really risen to the 
top of the political agenda. 
The forthcoming election 
will not focus on the stun-
ning incompetence and 
sheer inertia of President 
Goodluck Jonathan’s gov-
ernment in the face of this 
threat.

Boko Haram’s rise to 
prominence has taken 
place entirely on Jona-
than’s watch, and at no 
time has he shown much 
interest in fighting it. He 
spoke out strongly when 
Boko Haram attacked tar-
gets in the capital, Abuja, 
but did nothing. For the 
rest, he left the problem to 
the army and to his north-
ern allies, the feudal emirs 
who still dominate politics 
there.

These traditional rulers 
have managed to hang onto 
their power because the 
north’s population is more 
illiterate and far poorer 
than that of the southern 
states. In order to justify 
their wealth and political 
privilege, the emirs have 
always stressed their tra-
ditional religious roles. 
So when reformers began 
to criticize them from a 
radical Islamic standpoint 
in the 1990s, they tried to 

steal the radicals’ thunder 
by bringing in Sharia law 
right across the north.

That didn’t placate 
the growing Islamist op-
position to the rule of the 
emirs. The opposition 
turned violent in 2009, 
with Boko Haram’s first 
attacks, and despite its 
extreme cruelty it enjoys 
some support across the 
north among both pious 
Muslims and the down-
trodden. And the army, as 
usual, did nothing useful.

The attack November 
28 on the Kano central 
mosque showed all these 
cross-currents vividly. The 
building is on the main 
square right next door to 
the palace of the emir of 
Kano, Mohammed Sanusi 
II, who frequently preaches 
in the mosque. Naturally, 
he always exhorts the pop-
ulace to resist Boko Haram.

But the emir also urges 
people not to depend on 
the army, because it is use-
less. They should organize 
to defend themselves, for 
the soldiers cannot be 
trusted to protect them. 
“If people flee the villages 
(because the army hasn’t 
come),” he said, “the ter-
rorists slaughter our male 
children and abduct our 

girls to force them into 
slavery.”

The Nigerian army is 
widely accused of corrup-
tion, brutality, and even 
cowardice. It rarely takes 
the fight to Boko Haram 
directly, but it often fires 
on the crowds who gather 
after terrorist attacks to 
protest at the government’s 
failure to protect them. 
Nigerian army troops did 
that again outside the Kano 
central mosque last week, 
and nobody even bothered 
to express their outrage. 
Nobody was surprised.

This is how almost all 
of Borno state except the 
capital, Maiduguri, has 
slipped out of government 
control. So have large parts 
of neighbouring Yobe and 
Adamawa states, and Mai-
duguri itself, a city of two 
million, may fall before the 
election.

In these circumstances, 
you would expect the 
federal government, and 
especially President Good-
luck Jonathan, to be under 
constant attack for hav-
ing failed to act decisively 
against Boko Haram, but 
nothing of the sort.

When the four biggest 
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Perhaps suffering from selective hearing, the region opts against services actually used and needed in favour of just the opposite.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

When it comes to professional sports, they play and we pay, and pay, and pay

Perhaps suffering 
from arena envy, the Cal-
gary Flames are the latest 
NHL franchise to line up at 
the public trough in hopes 
of building a new facility 
on the backs of taxpayers.

Edmonton is getting a 
new arena, a $480-million 
project subsidized to the 
tune of more than $200 
million in direct public 
money, plus a host of other 
indirect costs, from financ-
ing charges to foregone 
tax revenues. The dubious 
decision to help fund bil-
lionaire owner Daryl Katz’s 
new play toy rests on the 
argument it will anchor a 
billion-dollar development 
project to revitalize part of 
the city.

In Calgary, that argu-
ment does appear to hold: 
The city has been booming 
for years. 

So far, council has been 
saying all the right things, 
welcoming a project to re-
place the Saddledome, but 
strictly as a private venture. 
Calgary Mayor Naheed Ne-

nshi is saying no to public 
money.

Residents should hope 
officials stick to their gun 
as the club turns up the 
heat. The owners will be 
looking for all the free 
money they can get.

Politicians and others 
opposed to spending public 
money to provide for pri-
vate profits have plenty of 
evidence for their stance. 
Quite simply, such deals 
almost never make sense, 
and many of them have 
been disasters, leading to 
public losses running into 
the hundreds of millions. 

Economists agree on few 
things – ask 20 economists 
for their outlook on next 
year’s financial situation, 
and you’ll get 20 different 
answers – but most will tell 
you that new arenas and 
stadiums have few if any 
benefits to a community, 
despite what proponents 
will tell you. (The same 
applies to most mega-proj-
ects, including one right 
here in Waterloo Region.)

Those looking for the 
handouts will rattle off 
claims about economic 
development, jobs, down-
town revitalization and 
economic spinoffs. They’re 

lying. Or thinking wish-
fully in the case of those 
who support such ventures 
(sports fans, for instance) 
but aren’t directly pocket-
ing cash from the spurious 
deal.

“Independently, schol-
arly studies say stadiums 
or arenas by themselves, 
under traditional financing 
packages, are not economic 
engines — they don’t 
produce jobs, they don’t 
raise per capita incomes. 
The evidence allows for a 
particular deal that’s favor-
able to the city that could 
be mildly positive. [But] 
the evidence is that you 
don’t go into this expecting 
it’s going to be a positive 
driver of development,” 
says sports economist An-
drew Zimbalist, a professor 
at Massachusetts’ Smith 
College and one of the fore-
most experts in field, in a 
recent interview.

His findings are echoed 
by a colleague at nearby 
College of the Holy Cross in 
Worcester, Ma.

“Most of the indepen-
dent research can’t find 
any economic impact asso-
ciated with either new are-
nas, new stadiums, or new 
franchises or large events,” 

says Victor Matheson. 
“So, building a new arena 
doesn’t seem to have any 
effect on a city’s employ-
ment, per capita income, 
hotel occupancy rates, [or] 
taxable sales.

“Just because an arena 
or stadium isn’t good for 
a city as a whole doesn’t 
mean it’s not great for a 
franchise owner,” Mathe-
son notes. “And the fran-
chise owner has a real in-
centive to try to lobby hard 
for that.”

That’s what it boils down 
to: team owners are more 
than happy to fleece gov-
ernments for every penny, 
no matter how profitable 
their franchises. Every dol-
lar picked up by the gov-
ernment – i.e. the taxpay-
ers – is one less they have 
to spend, allowing them 
to pocket the difference. 
Greed, plain and simple.

As noted, such deals 
rarely work out to anyone’s 
favour but the team own-
ers.

Sticking with hockey, 
you just have to look at the 
situation with the Phoenix, 
now Arizona Coyotes.

The saga of Glendale and 
its arena is a sorry one. The 
small suburb of Phoenix 

has lost millions of dollars 
on the arena that opened 
in 2003. The hockey team 
that serves as its anchor 
tenant has been a financial 
basket case, operated for 
years by the NHL itself dur-
ing bankruptcy protection.

Last year, the city agreed 
to a 15-year deal with the 
Coyotes to have the team 
manage the arena. Another 
piece of wizardry, the ar-
rangement saw the city pay 
$13.5 million in the first 
year, receiving $5.8 mil-
lion in revenue, a million 
dollars less than expected, 
making for an even bigger 
loss. Only 14 years to go.

To add insult to injury, 
the team has the right to 
bolt after five years if its 
losses hit $50 million, in 
essence rendering null 
and void all of the conces-
sions made to keep it in the 
arena in the first place. 

The city is on the hook 
not only for the fees to the 
team but for some $12 mil-
lion a year in debt charges. 
All while struggling with its 
own books – its budget gap 
in 2012, for instance, was 
$35 million.

Still with hockey and 
bankruptcy and struggling 
cities, Detroit has agreed 

to put up some $285 mil-
lion towards a new facility 
to replace the Joe Louis 
Arena, the home of the Red 
Wings since 1979. That’s a 
substantial portion of the 
$650 million project, billed 
as a great way to revitalize 
the downtown (where have 
we heard that before?).

Much has been made of 
the fact that a city with $18 
billion in liabilities, acres 
of boarded-up homes and 
problems too numerous 
to mention (e.g. half of its 
88,000 streetlights don’t 
work) can still find $285 
million to help out billion-
aire owner Mike Ilitch. 

While we’ve been talk-
ing hockey, the practice 
is rampant across profes-
sional sports – see baseball 
in Miami, football in Min-
nesota, and basketball in 
Sacramento. Research by 
Rutgers University’s Judith 
Grant Long found that in 
the U.S. between 1909 and 
2012, some $53 billion (in 
2012 dollars) was spent on 
186 stadiums. More than 60 
per cent of the cost, $32.2 
billion, was provided via 
the public purse.

As with the scam that is 

What is your favourite Christmas movie?

Elf

 » Sydney Gillespie

Home Alone 2

 » Cole Seabrook

The Grinch who Stole Christmas

 » Jordyn Vassallo

A Christmas Carol

 » Charlise Roth

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 

 » Paige Beatty

"This town should be putting out the welcome mat to support  local industries and any future job fairs that may be held in Elmira." Heide Keul | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Nobody does a thing 
as civil war and chaos loom 
FROM | 8

 » Democracy Watch

opposition parties united 
two years ago to form the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), they gave Jona-
than’s ruling People’s Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) its first 
serious opposition since 
democracy was established 
in 1999. But the APC’s 
charms have faded as the 
election nears. It attracted 
lots of prominent defectors 
from the PDP at first, but 
those new recruits brought 
their old reputation for cor-
ruption with them.

It is this new struggle for 
power at the centre, not the 
ugly and alarming devel-
opments in the far north-
east, that monopolizes the 
attention of the political 

class, for the outcome of 
the February election mat-
ters greatly for them. It 
will decide who gets their 
snouts in the trough for the 
next four years.

Voters’ expectation are 
so low that they are not 
even shocked by the quite 
plausible accusation that 
Jonathan has failed to 
fight hard against Boko 
Haram because the three 
north-eastern states would 
probably vote against the 
PDP in the next election. 
Whereas if there is enough 
chaos in the north-east, the 
election will be cancelled 
in those states.

And so the band plays 
on, as Nigeria drifts to-
wards civil war and disinte-
gration.

Surveys show that a large majority of Canadians want clear 
restrictions on the powers of party leaders: 71% of adult Canadians 
want restrictions on the powers of leaders to choose candidates, to 
choose which MPs sit on committees, and to penalize politicians 
who don’t vote with their party (only 20% were opposed); 73% 
want a majority of MPs to decide whether to expel an MP from the 
party (only 17% want the leader to have this power).

 » Red Fisher, the dean of Montreal sportswriters who covered the Habs for 55 years, 
reflects on the passing of Le Gros Bill.

“The years have flown by, but as long as anyone can remember – 
even before he was to become everything that was good about this 
Montreal Canadiens franchise – Jean Béliveau has been special. 
Was there ever a player blessed with more grace on and off the ice, 
a quiet leader who led by example? He walked tall, skated taller – 
and this one-of-a-kind man, who passed away on Tuesday, always 
will be remembered that way.”

 » From the Dec. 4, 1999 edition of The Observer

Waterloo Region District School Board trustees voted 9-2 in favour 
of closing Heidelberg Public School permanently at the end of the 
academic year, June 2000. The vote meant winding down a school 
that had served the community since 1911, with students to be 
bussed to St. Jacobs PS as of September 2000.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

the Olympics, World Cup 
and a host of even more 
dodgy sports event – hello, 
Pan Am games, Toronto 
– only a few benefit while 
the coffers are raided. We 

KANNON: As with finance, they 
keep taking us to the cleaners
FROM | 9 see the same philosophy at 

work as is common in the 
financial services industry: 
privatized profits, social-
ized losses. The crooks 
laugh all the way to the 
bank, at our expense. And 
we let them keep doing it.

Township 
shouldn’t 
discourage job fair

To the Editor,
Last week, Engineered 
Lifting Systems (ELS) 
held a job fair in Elmira 
and was looking to hire for 
several positions. This is 
a local industry that sup-
ports our town and our 
young people. ELS donated 
a scholarship at our recent 
high school graduation; 
one of my grandsons was 
surprised to receive it. 
What a pleasure to see the 
trades receiving the same 
recognition as academics.

It seems that our Wool-
wich Township office ob-
jected to a sign on Arthur 
Street promoting the job 
fair. Are we serious here? 
Arthur Street is often lit-

tered with signs from the 
town limits to First Street. 
The bureaucrats in the 
township office need to get 
over their self importance.  

I read that there was 
concern that a precedent 
might be set. Good grief. 

This town should be put-
ting out the welcome mat 
to support  local industries 
and any future job fairs 
that may be held in Elmira. 
Our young people and un-
employed need jobs – let’s 
encourage them, not hin-
der them. 

HEIDE KEUL | ELMIRA

Sponsored by the Elmira District Ministerial Association and 
Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.

When grief is fresh, the celebration of any holiday is dif�cult.
This is a special invitation to you and your family 

to share with others who sorrow.
Together we put this loss into the context of the 

Christmas season.

A SERVICE OF HEALING
Sunday,  December 14, 2014

7:30 p.m. held at
Floradale Mennonite Church
22 Florapine Rd., Floradale YOUR OPINION 

COUNTS.
editor@woolwichobserver.com

SHOUT IT.
SHOUT IT LOUD.
ADD SOME VOLUME TO YOUR NEXT PROMOTION.

It speaks volumes when you advertise your business, event, service or new
product in Woolwich & Wellesley’s must-read community newspaper. 

Check out our rates online at www.observerxtra.com/advertise/media-kit/
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SPORTS
BASKETBALL / COLLEGE

College provides new 
experience for Elmira athlete
EDSS grad Krista Wiens playing 
basketball and softball while at 
Briercrest College in Saskatchewan

SCOTT BARBER

GALEA | 12

OPEN
COUNTRY

Making 
contingency 
plans for a 
mild winter

This week, Environ-
ment Canada predicted 
that this winter would be a 
short, mild one. As an out-
doorsman who owns snow-
shoes, an ice fishing flash-
er, spud, ladle, auger, sled, 
ice rods, minnow buckets 
and reels, and about $6 
million worth of ice fishing 
lures, I’m not sure I’m so 
happy about this. 

I suppose it depends how 
short and mild winter actu-
ally is.

I will say with certainty 
I want good ice to last till 
at least the end of Febru-
ary. By good ice, I mean 
clear, blue or transparent 
ice no less than four inches 
thick and no greater than 
12 inches. After the ice gets 
thicker than 12 inches, it is 
no longer good ice in my 
books. 

It’s vindictive and quite 
possibly evil – the kind that 
causes back injury to some 
poor shmuck with a hand 
auger. 

All that changes, of 
course, if you have a friend 
who is eager to show you 
how well his new power au-
ger works. Then, more than 
12 inches is the best, most 
reassuring kind of ice.

Clearly, however, not 
many people think like me. 

When Environment Can-

NOT SO GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

On the basketball 
court, baseball diamond 
and in the classroom, El-
mira native Krista Wiens 
is excelling in her final se-
mester at Briercrest College 
and Seminary in Caron-
port, Sasketchewan. 

The Elmira District 
Secondary School gradu-
ate followed in her older 
brother, Travis, and sister, 
Jennine’s footsteps by at-
tending Briercrest, where 
she will complete her cer-
tificate in biblical studies 
later this month.

And the school has been 
a great fit.

“The best thing about 
playing sports at Briercrest 
is the Christian teammates 
and atmosphere,” Wiens 
told the Observer by e-
mail. “We are all working 
hard to play the best we 
can but we don’t lose sight 
of who we are playing for: 
God. The coolest part is 
getting to pray with our op-
ponents after each game. 

“For both basketball 
and softball we pray with 
the opposing team and we 
have seen some incred-
ible things come out of it. 
We have received incred-
ible feedback from some 
players and they have 
told us how much of an 
encouragement we are 
to them especially to the 
other Christians who are 
not surrounded by Chris-
tian teammates. It is cool 

knowing that God can use 
us athletes who are playing 
the sports we love to shine 
his light. It is an amazing 
experience I have had be-
ing able to play for two Bri-
ercrest sports teams.”

Wiens has played com-
petitive basketball since 
she was 10 years-old, 
including stints with the 
Waterloo Wildhawks, the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Light-
ening and the EDSS Lanc-
ers. 

Originally a point guard, 
Wiens has switched to 
shooting guard at Bri-
ercrest, where head 
coach Will Con has 
praised her ability 
to drive the ball and 
support her team-
mates on and off the 
court.

A well-rounded athlete, 
Wiens also plays on the 
Briercrest softball team, 
despite having limited 
experience with the sport 
before attending college.

“The funny thing is I 
have never played softball 
before coming to Brier-
crest,” she explained. “I 
didn’t even know I was go-
ing to try out for the team 
until the day before the 
tryouts. I was at school a 
week early for the basket-
ball training week and got 
to know a few of the soft-
ball girls then but I didn’t 
think anything of it. I knew 
that this was the first year 

Krista Wiens has switched to the shooting guard position while playing for Briercrest College. [SUBMITTED]

NEW LOCATION
7453 Wellington Rd. 18

519-846-9085

www.dkcustomwelding.com

Visit us on Facebook 
for our latest projects... 

“DK custom welding and design”

Aluminum, Stainless, Carbon Steel 
for Home & Automotive.

Custom Automotive Upgrades & Accessories 

In House and On Site Welding
 Laser Cutting

Custom Fabrication Custom Bumpers

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 13th Annual

New Year’s
Skills Camp
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday

December 29, 30 
& 31st, 2014

REGISTER NOW:
for boys and girls age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

BASKETBALL | 12



12 | SPORTS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2014

ada made this good news 
announcement in the me-
dia, it was almost greeted 
with as much elation as 
Paul Henderson’s historic 
winning goal against the 
Russians. People I know 
were literally overjoyed 
that winter would not lay a 
beating on us this year. 

That’s fine but there is 
another side to this that 
they are not considering.

I’m speaking, of course, 

about the plight of the 
lowly snowshoe hare. 

I will speak for the 
snowshoe hare because 
no one I know speaks 
for them – although I do 
know a couple of wing-
nuts who speak to them 
when they visit birdfeed-
ers around here. 

The snowshoe hare’s 
coat, as outdoorsy types 
know, turns white every 
winter. Normally, this is 
advantageous as this al-

lows them to blend in with 
the winter landscape. This 
means they can hide from 
the countless predators 
who find them to be tasty 
snacks.

The only down side of 
having a white coat occurs 
on laundry day. Now, how-
ever, a short mild winter, 
with presumably little to 
no snow, will present an-
other problem for these 
little critters.

They will stand out like 

Shaquille O’Neal in a kin-
dergarten class. As a result, 
even predators with fail-
ing eyesight will stand a 
chance of seeing them. 

I think we can all agree 
this is a raw deal for snow-
shoe hares. 

What can we do about 
this? Well, in my area I 
am preparing protective 
snowshoe hare habitat by 
digging holes where they 
can hide when the snow 
recedes.

Right now I am doing 
this by hand with a pick 
and shovel and, as you 
might well imagine, it’s 
hard work. I haven’t done 
any digging yet. Instead 
I have surveyed the land-
scape and picked potential 
sites for the three holes my 
funding allows. 

I know it’s a meager start, 
but I feel good knowing 
that at least three snow-
shoe hares will have an 
easier time should winter 

get too easy.
Needless to say, we could 

drill more holes for these 
wonderful creatures. But it 
would take funding or the 
donation of some mecha-
nized tool – say, a power 
auger, for instance – that 
would help yours truly be 
more productive for those 
cute little bunnies.

Yes, I think a power au-
ger would do the trick just 
fine. Just in case Environ-
ment Canada is wrong ...

GALEA: Willing to make a sacrifice for snowshoe hares should a power auger not be needed for ice
FROM | 11

• Free Use of the Facility all day
• Zumba party starts at 6pm
• Snacks & Refreshments
• Games, Draws & Door Prizes
• Deals to kick off your 2015 right

Tuesday December 9, 2014
9:00 a.m to 8:00 p.m

Holiday
Open House

519-218-5000 www.thefitnessedge.ca 3606 Lobsinger Line, St Clements ON

A weekend of away 
games didn’t go well for 
the Wellesley Applejacks, 
as they came home with 
losses to the Ayr Centenni-
als and the New Hamburg 
Firebirds.

The Jacks headed to Ayr 
on November 28 where 
they were defeated 5-2 by 
the top team in the league. 

Wellesley started off 
strong, as Coleton Madge 
scored the first goal of the 
night, assisted by Matt 
Schieck and Cal Jefferies. 
Ayr would return the favor 
three minutes later when 

Weekend tough on Jacks, who drop two
Coach likes compete level, however, as players stayed close for stretches with Ayr and New Hamburg

WHITNEY NEILSON Colin Schuringa landed 
himself an unassisted goal, 
to tie up the game.

Head coach Tim Robb 
said considering Ayr is the 
top in the league, the Jacks 
played well against them.

“We kept it pretty close 
until the third period,” 
Robb said. “And some un-
timely penalties and then 
on top of that us trying to 
surge for some offence, 
obviously cost us a goal 
and then put us behind. We 
never recovered from it but 
we put in a good fight.”

Ayr was the lone scorer 
of the second period, when 
Jake Whibbs (Anthony Pul-

lia, Brendan Schaefer) put 
the puck between the pipes 
at 12:42.

A power play helped 
Centennial Jackson White 
(Andrew Richard) to up 
the score to 3-1 more than 
halfway through the last 
frame. Wellesley’s Justin 
Plant (Paul Morra, Reid 
Denstedt) notched one of 
his own two minutes later, 
but that would be their last 
goal of the night.

Ayr continued to domi-
nate with two more goals, 
both while shorthanded. 
Goals came from Eric 
Hackborn (Richard) and 
Schaefer on an empty net.

Said Robb, “5-2 against 
them when they had an 
empty netter and a late 
goal is pretty good. I can’t 
complain.”

The Applejacks got into 
some penalty trouble, 
spending 33 minutes in 
the box, higher than its 
average of 25 minutes per 
game. Schieck was ejected 
from the game for check-
ing from behind. Wellesley 
players racked up 13 pen-
alties, five of which were 
taken by Schieck.

The following night was 
much of the same against 
New Hamburg. The Fire-
birds controlled the game 
in the first with goals from 
Taylor Wood (Chris Eckert) 
and Kory Nowak (Wood, 
Eckert). 

Robb said against New 
Hamburg he thought they 
played well, but had some 
bad bounces. 

“We just didn’t capitalize 
when we had some good 
chances,” Robb said. “When 
you have the opportunity 
we have to finish and we 
didn’t and they did. There-
fore a 4-2 game for them, 
honestly could have been 
4-4 or 4-6 for us. We had 

enough chances. It’s just the 
way it goes sometimes.”

Applejack Josh Bickell 
was successful in his at-
tempt on goal, assisted 
by Matt Ridge and Jake 
Wilkinson. But the Fire-
birds would pull ahead to 
3-1 by the end of the second 
period with a goal from 
Jaden Goetz (Shawn An-
tonides).

Each team chipped in 
a goal apiece in the first 
five minutes of the third 
period, to bring the game 
to a 4-2 result. New Ham-
burg’s Wood (Nowak) and 
Wellesley’s Taylor Doering 
(Alex Uttley) were the goal-
scorers.

Robb said the Jacks are 
competing much better 
than when he first took 
over as coach. They’re skat-
ing and working harder.

 “I think we have the 
right mentality in the room 
that it’s not okay to lose,” 
Robb said. “That part is 
really helpful. We still lack 
some top six scoring guys. 
We’re trying to address it 
but it’s not easy to find. 
We’re looking.”

He said it would defi-
nitely improve their game 

to add players with strong 
scoring abilities. They’ve 
been working on their 
power plays in practice, 
but weren’t able to cash 
in on those opportunities 
this weekend. On the other 
hand, their penalty kills 
have been quite good. Pen-
alties and missing players 
were some reasons for the 
weekend’s losses. 

“Again we were missing 
two of our top scorers, one 
on a suspension and one 
we sent up to help the Sug-
ar Kings because they were 
very short themselves,” 
Robb said. “Night in and 
night out we’re expect-
ing the same guys to get it 
done and sometimes they 
need some help.”

He said they’re getting 
through a very hard stretch 
and now they’ve got an eas-
ier five games, which will 
hopefully see better results 
than the last five.

The Jacks sit in seventh 
in the league, ahead of Paris 
and Delhi. After taking on 
the Braves in Tavistock Fri-
day night, they return home 
on December 7 to play the 
Norwich Merchants. Game 
time is 7:30 p.m..

WE WILL BE CLOSED MONTH OF JANUARY

turkey with all

the trimmings!

Mon.-Wed. 8-4, Thurs.-Sat. 8-8 | (519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Reg. menu
options still
available.

until Christmas
Friday & Saturday Evenings
in December

for the softball team here at 
Briercrest and they didn’t 
have that many girls on the 
team so once open tryouts 
came along I decided to 

go to tryouts just for fun. I 
like trying out new sports 
and softball is definitely a 
new sport for me. The only 
reason I even considered 
trying out for the softball 
team was because another 
fellow basketball player 
was already on the softball 
team. I thought if she could 
be a duel athlete maybe I 
could too.”

It worked out well, 
as Wiens worked hard 
throughout the season and 
eventually landed a start-
ing role on the squad.

After graduation, Wiens 
will be heading back home 
to the Elmira area where 
she plans to pursue volun-
teer opportunities both in 
her local community and 
abroad. 

BASKETBALL: New things
FROM | 11

Krista Wiens
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FarmH2o.com
Residential and Country

• Rust Stains and Iron removal systems
• Chlorine chemical removal, softeners
• Drinking & reverse osmosis systems
• Nitrates and over 70 other chemicals removed
• Cam driven 40k softeners (zero maintenance)

25%
OFF

(226) 808-6838Call Today!
www.iqrespiratory.com A+ BBB Rating!

Sales & Service for all makes of air filter devices for the home or office

Serving the Elmira, Listowel corridor since the mid 80’s – References everywhere upon request

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. DEC. 13 @ 1:30 - 3:30pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$32.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

Eric Palazzolo and 
Ethan Skinner, with two 
goals and two assists each, 
led the Elmira Sugar Kings 
to victory over the Listowel 
Cyclones on November 30. 
It was the team’s 12th con-
secutive win. 

The Kings defeated the 
Cyclones on home ice 8-4, 
and 2-1 two nights before in 
Listowel. The streak ended 
though as they fell 3-2 to 
the Kitchener Dutchmen 
on Tuesday night.

In the first game of a 
home-and-home series, 
Elmira’s Mitch Klie opened 
the scoring early into the 
first, assisted by Sam Har-
ris and Palazzolo. The 
Cyclones registered one 
of their one from Chad 
Lemire (Reid Simmons, Ray 
McFalls) to end the period 
tied.

The second frame proved 
uneventful as both goalies 
stopped every shot aimed 
their way, leaving it still 1-1 
entering the third. Sugar 
King Connor Hall was eject-
ed from the game in the 
second for checking from 
behind. He was also ejected 
from the home game on 
Sunday for head contact.

They were saved from go-
ing into overtime as Elmi-
ra’s Mac Clutsam notched a 
much needed goal at 15:28, 
assisted by Mitch Klie and 
Zac Coulter. 

Sugar Kings goalie An-
drew Lefebvre stopped 42 
shots, to Cyclone netmind-
er Ryan Hergott’s 26. The 
Kings spent 16 minutes in 
the box, compared to 12 for 
the Cyclones.

As for the home game, 
the Kings dominated the 
Cyclones, never losing their 

Kings streak ends at an even dozen
After pair of weekend wins over Listowel Cyclones, Elmira drops one to Kitchener; team remains in first place

WHITNEY NEILSON lead. The first period ended 
with a significant lead at 
4-1. Elmira goals came 
from Alex Mutton (Jamie 
Huber, Rob Kohli), Adam 
Brubacher (Coulter, Mitch 
Wright), Wright (Coulter, 
Klie), and Skinner (Palaz-
zolo). Keaton Willis (Sim-
mons) scored for Listowel.

Listowel goalie Ryan 
Hergott was exchanged for 
Tyler Fassl nine minutes 
into the game after letting 
in three on five shots.

In the second, Listowel’s 
Corey Flemington (Mc-
Falls, Jordan Caskenette) 
found the back of the net 
at 18:59. But Elmira would 
finish the period 5-2 as 
Palazzolo (Brubacher, Skin-
ner) whipped the puck past 
Tyler Fassl with 10 seconds 
left.

Listowel brought the 
score as close as it would 
get, 5-4, with goals from 
Ben Shelley (Blake Nichol) 
and Keaton Willis (Robert 
White) on a power play.

The Kings stopped their 
comeback seven minutes 
later with Palazzolo’s sec-
ond goal of the night. He 

was helped by Skin-

Elmira captain Mitch Klie 
knocked back their first 
goal of the game just 12 

seconds into the second, 
assisted by Wright and 
Coulter.

They pulled ahead of 
Kitchener when Kohli 
(Huber) slipped one past 
Dutchmen goalie Jackson 
McIntosh 15 minutes later. 
But with three seconds 
remaining in the period, 
Adam Kawalec (Calder, 
Connor Cole) tied it up 2-2.

The Sugar Kings were de-
feated when Dutchie Mitch-
ell Smith (Kyle Ellis) scored 
at the 14:58 mark, leaving 
the Kings unable to tie it up 
in the last five minutes.

Despite the loss, the 
Kings remain in first place 
in the Midwestern Confer-
ence with a record of 20-4-
1, their 41 points one better 
than Kitchener’s total. 
Elmira has two games in 
hand.

The Kings play two 
home games this weekend. 
Brampton visits the WMC 
on Saturday at 7 p.m. El-
mira will turn around to 
play Waterloo Sunday after-
noon. Game time is 2 p.m.

Sugar King Steven Jakiela battles for the puck against Cyclone Keaton Willis in a 8-4 victory over Listowel. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ner and Brendan Schnei-
der. And fifteen seconds 
later Skinner netted his 
second of the night, with 
assists from Palazzolo and 
Brubacher.

And as the minutes ran 
down, Wright (Brubacher, 
Klie) scored to finish the 
game with double Listow-
el’s score. Racking up all 
those points certainly im-
proved the team’s average, 
as they hadn’t had a truly 
high scoring game since 
Brantford on November 13. 
They earn an average of 4.4 
goals per game.

Clutsam was also ejected 
from the game in the third 
period for checking from 
behind.

The Kings hadn’t lost in 
regulation since October 7 
until this week when they 
visited Kitchener and fell to 
the second-place squad.

The Dutchmen’s Keegan 
Calder (Mitchell Smith, 
Jeremy Kuehn) scored the 
lone goal in the first period. Zac Coulter fires one off at Listowel netminder Tyler Fassl.

PARK MANOR BOYS WIN VOLLEYBALL’S B DIVISION

The Park Manor Panthers boys’ volleyball team won the Waterloo District School Board’s B Division Dec. 2 and will play for the county title in “Sweet Six” action on Dec. 9. Back row: Mme 
Jespersen, Sean Heimpel, Josh Martin, Brady Brezynskie, Trevor Ferretti, Jake Code, Jesse Martin, Keaton McLaughlin, Isiah Katsube, Shawn Wilson, Brett Allen, Ms. Anderson. Front row: 
Cameron Martin, Mack Willms, Seth Morrison, Austin Cousineau, Sam Davidson, Cy Martin, Colin Merlihan, Erik Heimpel. [SUBMITTED]
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THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Nov. 30 vs Burlington
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Mitchell Roemer (3), 
Ethan Burkholder, Danny 
Schaefer
Player of the game: Evan Grant

Atom: LL#2
Nov. 28 vs Hespeler
Home: 4 Visitor: 5
Goals: Emmett Weissenboek 
(3), Ethan Martin
Nov. 30 vs St. George
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Turner Duldhardt, Jon 
Staken, Ethan Martin
Assist: Emmet Weissenboek
Assists: Nathan Lipp (3)

Atom AE: RED
Nov. 27 vs New Hamburg
Home: 6 Visitor: 1
Goals: Tristan Kraemer, Lucas 
Radler (2), Seb Garrett (2), 
Haiden Idzik
Assists: Seb Garrett (2), Lucas 
Radler (2), Ethan Murr, Tristan 
Kraemer, Nolan Williamson, 
Will McDougall
Nov. 29 vs Caledon
Home: 4 Visitor: 7
Goals: Lucas Radler, Ethan 
Murr, Seb Garrett, Will 
McDougall
Assists: Seb Garrett (2)
Nov. 30 vs New Hamburg
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Haiden Idzik
Assist: Will McDougall 

Novice: MAJOR A
Nov. 29 vs Caledon
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goal: Elijah Weiss
Assists: Brady Martin, Sam 
Ratcliffe
Nov. 30 vs Halton Hills
Home: 12 Visitor: 1
Goals: Stuart Sinclair, Evan 
Passmore(2), Mitchell 

Walker(2), Sam Ratcliffe(2), 
Pacey Camm, Ian Leech(2), 
Brady Martin, Michael Gear
Assists: Ian Leech (2), Brady 
Martin, Evan Passmore (3), 
Stuart Sinclaire (3), Michael 
Gear (2), Eric Kane (2), Mitchell 
Walker, Elijah Weiss, Liam 
Wood (3), Nathan Martin

Novice: AE
Nov. 29 vs Hespeler
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Kane Kruschat (2), Owen 
Weber (2), Josh Gibson
Assists: Cale Waechter (3), 
Andrew Chumley, Preston 
Hackert, Jake Patterson
Nov. 30 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Seth Shantz, Kane 
Kruschat, Preston Hackert
Assists: Owen Weber, Cale 
Waechter (2)
Dec. 1 vs Orangeville 
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Cale Waechter (2), 
Carter Snider, Seth Shantz, 
Kane Kruschat
Assists: Preston Hackert (2), 
Keegan Martin, Seth Shantz, 
Owen Weber, Carter Snider, 
Kane Kruschat, Cale Waechter
Hard Worker of the game: Jake 
Wingrove

Novice: LL#3
Nov. 29 vs Ayr
Home: 6 Visitor: 0
Goals: Riley Dettweiler, Tyson 
Bauman, Declan Johnson, Luke 
Schmalz
Assists: Haiden Wagner, Declan 
Johnson (2), Carson Staken, 
Tyson Bauman, Evan Woods
Nov. 30 vs Plattsville
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Riley Dettweiler (2), 
Tyson Bauman (2)
Assists: Blake Dueck, Carson 
Duldhardt, Declan Johnson, 
Carson Staker

Novice: LL#4
Nov. 29 vs St. George
Home: 6 Visitor: 2

Goals: Joshua Frey (2), Evan 
McDowell (2), Jack Mayne (2)
Assists:  Kelly Grant (2), Joshua 
Frey (2), Jack Mayne, Connor 
Airdire

Novice: LL#1
Nov. 29 vs Plattsville #2
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Joshua Uhrig, Ethan 
Adams
Assists: Connor Huber, Connor 
Haley, Brienne Brezynskie 
Joshua Uhrig 

Novice: LL#2
Nov. 29 vs Embro
Home: 2 Visitor: 7
Goals: Tyson Roth (2)
Assist: Ben Lowther 
Nov. 30 vs Plattsville
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyler Gingrich, Tyson 
Roth
Assist: Evan Hori

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Nov. 29 vs Owen Sound 
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Matt Fleischmann, 
Jarrett Anderson
Assists: Eric Martin (2), Brett 
Allen, Blake Roemer 
Nov. 30 vs Guelph
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Cole Chipman (2), Jesse 
Martin, Nathan Curtis, Matt 
Fleischmann
Assists: Keaton McLaughlin (2), 
Cameron Martin, Nathan Taylor, 
Brett Allen, Jesse Martin
Dec. 2 vs Halton Hills
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin 
(2), Nathan Taylor (2), Jarrett 
Anderson
Assists: Cameron Martin (2), 
Brett Allen, Cole Chipman, 
Jesse Martin

PeeWee: LL#2
Nov. 29 vs Hespeler 
Home: 13 Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyler Schieck, Patrick 

Perry (5), Ben Fretz (3), Ryan 
Shantz, Tyson Kraemer (2), 
Owen Schieck
Assists: William Carter (2), 
Patrick Perry (2), Tyler Schieck 
(3), Owen Schieck ,Ben Fretz, 
Cole Brubacher (2), Malcolm 
Sager, Tyson Kraemer (2),  Seth 
Horst, Jamie Reichard

Bantam: LL#1
Nov. 72 vs New Hamburg
Home: 0 Visitor: 6
Nov. 29 vs Beverly
Home: 2 Visitor: 11
Goals: Hayden Fretz, Nick Lunz
Assists: Bryce Sellars

Minor Midget: A
Nov. 28 vs Owen Sound
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goal: Mitch Waters
Assist: Noah Zeller
Nov. 30 vs Guelph
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Jordan Gamble, 
Cameron Brown, Noah Zeller
Assists: Connor Martin, Ryan 
Shantz, Mitch Newsom (2), 
Riley Runstedler 

Midget: LL#1
Nov. 28 vs St. George
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals:  Troy Nechanicky (2), 
Austin Horst, Nick Berlet
Assists: Nick Berlet (2), Austin 
Horst, Dylan Arndt, Dawson 
Inglis, Isaac Fishbein, Chris 
Taylor
Nov. 30 vs Twin Centre
Home: 8 Visitor: 0
Goals: Troy Nechanicky, Nick 
Berlet (3), Jacob Cornwall, 
Dylan Arndt, Brodie Keen, 
Alex Bean
Assists: Dylan Arndt (2), Jacob 
Cornwall (2), Alex Bean (2), 
Isaac Fishbein (3), Nick Berlet
Shutout: Kyle Ropp
Dec. 3 vs Burlington
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goal: Keegan Saunders
Assists: Mitch Newson, Jonah 

Boehm

Midget: AE
Nov. 16 vs Erin Hilsburgh
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Adam Jokic, Jordan 
Shantz, Jacob Burder
Assists: Jacob Bruder, Jordan 
Brick, Alex Metzger, Blake 
Doerbecker, Jordan Shantz
Nov. 17 vs Hespeler
Home: 13 Visitor: 3
Goals: Adam Jokic (2), Jacob 
Bruder, Jordan Shantz (3), Jake 
Lewis (3), Brant McLaughlin, 
Dan Rennie (2), Brett Henry
Assists: Jacob Bruder (2), 
Jordan Shantz, Adam Jokic, 
Riley Brick, Connor Goss 
(2), Brant McLaughlin, Evan 
Courtice

HOCKEY  
TOURNAMENTS

Minor Atom: A
Nations Cup, Sterling Heights 
Michigan 
Nov. 28 vs Plymouth
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Eric Hutton, Isaiah 
Reitzel, Joey Martin, Jordan 
Chang
Assists: Joey Martin, Keenan 
Martin, Eric Hutton
Nov. 28 vs Michigan
Home: 8 Visitor: 0
Goals: Cade Beacom (2), 
Keenan Martin, Joey Martin 
(2), Denver Martin (2), Drew 
Birmingham 
Assists: Ethan Bickerton (2), 
Will Lavigne, Isaiah Reitzel
Shutout: Evan Catton
Nov. 29 vs Howell
Home: 8 Visitor: 0
Goals: Joey Martin (3), Will 
Lavigne, Isaiah Reitzel, Eric 
Hutton, Sam Hacock, Cade 
Beacom
Assists: Sam Hacock, Joey 
Martin (2), Drew Birmingham, 
Keenan Martin
Shutout: Nathan Whittom 
Nov. 29 vs Allen Park

Home: 9 Visitor: 0
Goals: Joey Martin (2), Keenan 
Martin, Eric Hutton (2), Jordan 
Chang (3), Evan Lucier
Assists: Jordan Chang, Cade 
Beacom (2), Joey Martin (2), 
Denver Martin, Ethan Bickerton, 
Eric Hutton
Shutout: Evan Catton
Nov. 30 vs Plymouth 
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Cade Beacom, Sam 
Hacock, Joey Martin
Assists: Evan Lucier
Shutout: Evan CattonEvan 
Lucier
Shutout: Nathan Whittom 

Major Atom: A
Pittsburgh Thanksgiving 
Classic Nov. 28-30
Nov. 28 vs Carolina
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Lucas Carson (2)
Nov. 28 vs Credit Valley 
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Nolan Karger, A.J Shaw-
McMahon, Brett Moser, Zack 
Bender, Lucas Carson
Assists: Shelby Rempel (2), 
Carter Rollins, Corbin Schmitt, 
A.J Shaw McMahon
Nov. 29 vs Pittsburgh
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Lucas Carson (3), Shelby 
Rempel, Zack Bender 
Assists: Zack Bender, Reid 
Burkholder (3), Carter 
Cousineau (2), Nolan Karger, 
Nolan Bridge
Nov. 30 vs Toronto
Home: 7 Visitor: 2
Goals: Lucas Carson (3), Nathan 
Karger, Carter Rollins, A.J 
Shaw-McMahon (2)
Assists: Brett Moser (2), Sam 
Goebel, Carter Rollins (2)
Nov. 30 vs Carolina
Home: 0 Visitor: 3

Atom: AE BLUE
Port Colborne Tournment
Nov. 29 vs Cayuga

Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goal: Josh Moore
Assists: Coleton Benham, 
Austin Schnarr
Nov. 29 vs West Lincoln 
Home: 3 Visitor: 4
Goals: Parker Alles, Owen 
Brown, Sam Siopiolosz
Assists: Zach McMurray, Josh 
Moore, Daniel Kelly, Ben Moyer

Atom: LL#2
Local Legends Tournament
Nov. 22 vs Dundalk
Home: 6 Visitor: 4

Minor PeeWee: AA
Whitby Silver Stick Nov. 27-28
Nov. 28 vs Kingston
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Martin, Owen 
Troyer, Michael Hayes, Kyler 
Austin
Assists: Kyler Austin (2), 
Cameron Leonard, Tyler Martin, 
Colton Schmitt, Cole Slade, 
Nate Snyder

Midget: LL#1
West Grey Midget LL  
Tournament 
Nov. 29 vs Shelburne
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Alex Bean, Troy 
Nechanicky
Assists: Dylan Arndt
Shutout: Dylan Ropp
Nov. 29 vs Oak Ridges
Home: 1 Visitor: 9
Goal: Jacob Cornwall
Assist: Nick Berlet

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Atom: C
Nov. 30 vs Lucan
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goal: Kaitlyn Hyatt
Assists: Alison Martin, Taya 
Diefenbacher
Shutout: Sydney Chapman

Atom: BB
Nov. 29 vs Stratford

Home: 0 Visitor: 4
Nov. 30 vs Twin Centre
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

PeeWee: BB
Dec. 1 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Maggie Sargent
Assist: Alanna Bauman

TWIN CENTRE 
HERRICANES

Midget: LL
Nov. 22 vs Waterloo
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goal: Roxanne Ratthe, Carly 
Bender
Assist: Sally Draper
Nov. 23 vs Waterloo
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Leah Sebben
Assist: Leah Gloin
Nov. 30 vs Grand River
Home: 6 Visitor: 2
Goals: Carly Bender (2), Haley 
Burton, Emma Banbury, Leah 
Gloin, Cassidy Pearce
Assists: Roxanne Ratthe (3), 
Leah Gloin, Leah Sebben, Hope 
Richmond, Carly Bender

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

Atom: LL#1
Hanover Canadian Tire Cup
Nov. 22 vs Listowel 
Home: 8 Visitor: 1
Goals: Jaxsen Lubbers (3), 
Andrew Rouble (3), Hayden 
Foster, Michael Boller
Assists: Michael Boller, Hayden 
Foster, Jaxsen Lubbers
RINGETTE

Woolwich U14
Nov. 30 vs Guelph
Home: 11 Visitor: 2
Goals: Madison Waters (6), 
Alice Wang (2), Abby Murr, Eric 
Buehler, Grace Stevanus
Assists: Madison Waters (2), 
Erica Buehler (3), Livi Bowman, 
Alice Wang (2), Grace Stevanus 
(2)

ATOMS WIN GOLD AT DUNDALK TOURNEY

The Woolwich Wildcat Atom LL#2 took top spot in their division at the 1st Annual Local Legends Tournament held in 
Dundalk Nov. 22. Team members include Brock Rouse, Emmett Weissenboeck, Ryan Wingrove, Ben Wilkie, Jon Staken, 
Tanis Uhrig, Jett Rennon, Nathan Lipp, Evan Gruhl, Ethan Martin, Ashton Weber, Josh Sager, Nathan Wong, Nicolas 
Ritchie, Turner Duldhardt. Coaching Staff are Josh Gruhl, Brian Wingrove, Kurt Wilkie, Kevin Duldhardt. 

MINOR ATOM A ARE NATIONS CUP CHAMPS

Nations Cup Minor Atom A Champion Woolwich Wildcats. 
Front row: Evan Catton, Nathan Whittom. Second row:  Cade 
Beacom, Eric Hutton, Sam Hacock, Ethan Bickerton. Third 
row: Isaiah Reitzel, Drew Birmingham, Evan Lucier, Jordan 
Chang, Joey Martin, Denver Martin, Will Lavigne, Keenan 
Martin. Fourth row: Trent Martin (manager), Sheryl Martin 
(trainer), Mike Ferrede (asst. coach), Parker Collingwood, 
Dave Freeman (head coach). [SUBMITTED]

TC ATOMS WINNERS IN HANOVER

The Twin Centre Stars Atom LL#1 won the Hanover Canadian Tire Cup Tournament Nov. 22. Front row: Ethan Egli, Jaxsen 
Lubbers,Seager Grubb, Alan Duckworth, Andrew Rouble, Hayden Foster, Sam MacLeod. Middle row: Alex Lavallee, 
Mathias Conrad, Michael Boller, Jaden Gerber, Logan Gillett. Back row: Chad Lavallee, Dennis Lubbers, Mark Rouble, 
Stewart Duckworth. [SUBMITTED]

WOOLWICH MAJOR ATOMS

The Woolwich Wildcat Major Atom A squad competed in 
the Thanksgiving Classic in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania, Nov. 
28-30. Coaches: Rob Cousineau, Tim Rollins, Jodi Moser, 
Tanya Rempel, Jeff McMahon. Back row: Reid Burkholder, 
Lucas Carson, Adam Pauls, Brett Moser, Zack Bender, 
Nolan Bridge. Second row: Nolan Karger, Carter Rollins, 
Carter Cousineau, Sam Goebel, Shelby Rempel, A.J. Shaw-
McMahon, Corbin Schmitt Front row: Dom Roth, Jordan 
Wang.  [SUBMITTED]



CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS | 15THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2014

T400
Core 2 Duo 2.53ghz
3gig Ram
160gig Hard Drive
DVD/CDRW Drive
Windows 7 64bit

T410
Intel Core i5
3gig Ram
250gig Hard Drive
DVD-RW Drive
Windows 7 Pro

ELMIRA LOCATION
112 Bonnie Crescent
Elmira  |  519-669-5551

FERGUS LOCATION
920 St. David St. N., (Hwy 6)

Fergus  |  519-787-0006
ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

519-664-2400

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 
BASKETS & WICKER TRAYS

Season’s 
Greetings
Season’s 

Greetings

GIFT BOXESGIFT BOXES

Never Enough Thyme Catering Inc. 
was created with one thought in 
mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 

Hours: Mon-Tues 9-5, Wed-Fri 9-6, SAT 9-4  ✦  83A Arthur St. S, Elmira
519-669-0374  ✦  www.neverenoughthyme.ca

Gift Certificates AvailableGive the Gift of Time

YOUR OWN
CREATE

Favourite Foodie!For your
Gift Basket

FIND THE PERFECT

WITH HELP FROM THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Share the Magic of New Holland. 
ERT35906
1:16 Big Farm T6070
Radio Control

ERT13819  
1:32 T9.670 4WD Prestige Tractor

ERT13733DS
1:64 CR9070 Combine  

ERT35635DS
1:16 Big Farm T7050  
with Loader

© 2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. 
CNH and New Holland are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. 

www.newholland.com

 
These authentic, small-scale reproductions of  
New Holland equipment are rugged and durable, just 
like their full-size counterparts. Available in a range 
of models and styles, they’re sure to delight both 
the young and the young at heart. It’s the equipment 
you love at just the right size to fit under your tree.  

STOP IN AND SEE US TODAY! 
Or visit  partstore.agriculture.newholland.com

UNWRAP THE FUN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
WITH TOYS FROM NEW HOLLAND.

ESM FARM EQUIPMENT

7293 Wallenstein ON
519-669-5176

esmfarmequipment.com

“Family Owned Since 1938”
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES

GIFT BASKETS

 SNACK MIXES

FRUIT CAKE

POINSETTIAS

6805 Hwy 86 , Elmira  519-669-1561
www.StoltzSales.comwww.thewoodburner.com | 396 Victoria St. N., Kitchener | tel: 519.578.9663

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 10-6, Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-4 | May not be exactlty as shown. See store for details.

Protect Your Children and Guests
Install a Safety Screen

FIREPLACE 
SAFETY 
SCREENS

STARTING AT:

$155

Fireplace glass can cause burns.

• Custom Doors with 
screens and glass

• Magnetic Screens
• Gas Fireplace Screens

MANY OTHER GREAT GIFT IDEAS AVAILABLE

FIND THE PERFECT

WITH HELP FROM THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Joy
JollyWorld

Season Jingle MerryDeck
Halls Christmasto the

‘Tis the

theto be Wayall the

CHRISTMAS SALE
CONTINUES

W.C. BROWN & SONS Mon-Wed 9-6; Thur.-Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Sun. Dec. 14th & 21st 12-4
Uptown Elmira | 519-669-1152 | www.BrownsMenswear.com

Xmas Store Hours:

UP TO

50OFF
%

Plus We Pay
the HST*
* Some exclusions apply.

Shop early for the best selection for the men on your list!
Quality Men’s Apparel

In-store Weekly Draws
Valued at $200!

Dry Cleaning Special
20% Off Pants

Gift Certificates
Available
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES

GIFT BASKETS

 SNACK MIXES

FRUIT CAKE

POINSETTIAS

6805 Hwy 86 , Elmira  519-669-1561
www.StoltzSales.com

enjoy shopping this

Christmas !
In the heart of Mennonite Country    

Just minutes from St. Jacobs & the St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market

Gifts Candles Cards Seasonal Home+Garden Decor 

FIND THE PERFECT

WITH HELP FROM THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES

Joy
JollyWorld

Season Jingle MerryDeck
Halls Christmasto the

‘Tis the

theto be Wayall the
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

RELOCATION / A CHANGE OF PACE

St. Clements is the new home 
to DTI Logistics freight broker

A big fish – no, make that 
a huge fish – slipped in and 
out of Guelph last week, as 
easily as those crazy Asian 
carp said to be stealthily 
headed for the Great Lakes.

The whopper in question 
was 23-year-old Kansas 
cattle rancher Greg Peter-
son. In many circles, he’s 
an Internet video star with 
no equal. The lip-synched 
video parodies of pop 
songs done to agricultural 
themes by him and his 
brothers (check the Peter-
son Farm Brothers on You-
Tube) have garnered a truly 
amazing 34 million views 
on YouTube.

That’s more views than 
many pop stars will ever 
get. He’s a giant, and it all 
happened in a span of just 
two years.

Peterson told his story 
as the after-dinner speaker 
at a grain farmer event at 
Cutten Fields in Guelph. 
He added some flare to his 
down-home style by show-
ing his videos and singing 
along with them over the 
wireless microphone, as 
they played through the 
facility’s AV system. 

His adventure started 
when he was still an agri-
cultural communications 

34 million 
views show 
he knows 
about farm 
advocacy

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 19

Company opts to shift operations from New Hamburg: open house for new location set for Dec. 19

LOGISTICS | 19

WHITNEY NEILSON

Brenda Beaulne and Ross Gingrich are eager to meet the people of St. Clements after moving DTI Logistics to the community. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

When it comes to ship-
ping goodies around the 
world, Santa Claus isn’t 
the only master of trans-
portation. DTI Logistics 
relocated to St. Clements 
in October after spending 
17 years in business in New 
Hamburg.

CEO Belinda Beaulne 
worked in the transpor-
tation industry doing 
accounting work before 
opening her own business.

“I realized there were 
customers that were lack-
ing true customer service 
and that there was a niche 
here that the market re-
ally wasn’t focusing on,” 
Beaulne said.

DTI operates as a freight 
broker. This means they’ve 
built relationships with 
thousands of carriers all 
over North America who 
provide them with differ-
ent rates and services they 
can offer to clients. It’s all 
about matching the cus-
tomers’ needs, she adds.

“We have customers 
where the only thing that 
matters is price,” Beaulne 
said. “It could be another 
customer that’s an expe-
dite. We do an awful lot of 
expediting.”

What makes their com-
pany especially handy for 
St. Clements residents is 
they can ship farm equip-
ment, and supplies where 
needed. The only thing 
they don’t ship is livestock.

“If a farmer buys a new 
piece of equipment and he 
buys it from the States or 

he buys it from out west 
or he’s got straw that he 
wants to ship, all of those 
things will go on a flatbed,” 
Beaulne explained.

She said they’ve become 
established because of 
their service. Some of their 
customers have been with 
them ever since they start-
ed. Others have stopped 
using their services and 
then returned. DTI essen-
tially is the middleman for 
shippers and customers. If 
someone is looking to ship 
something they send DTI 
their order and then DTI 
takes over.

“We are the ones that 
contact the customer, let 
the customers know when 

they can expect it, if there 
are any problems or con-
cerns to call us, not to call 
the company that is actu-
ally shipping the order be-
cause they’ve got things to 
do,” Beaulne said. “That’s 
where it’s an extension of 
each person’s corporation.”

When she looked into  
opening the business she 
said there were other bro-
kerage companies but they 
weren’t doing the same 
thing as what DTI does. 
Their services allow com-
panies to save time and 
focus on what their busi-
ness is doing.

DTI grew to where it hit 
its maximum capacity in 
2004. This lasted until the 

recession and the business 
had to be reorganized. She 
said she’d like to bring the 
business back to that pre-
recession level. 

“Short-term we would 
like to probably hire a 
salesperson and grow more 
in the niche markets that 
we have. It’s our customers 
that drive us to where our 
niches are,” Beaulne said.

President Ross Gingrich 
is returning home with the 
move of DTI. Originally 
from Elmira, Gingrich is a 
mechanic by trade. Work-
ing with customers on a 
daily basis has taught him 
different skills.

“I learned to really hear 
what people are saying, in 

understanding what their 
needs are,” Gingrich said. 
It’s helped me to better 
communicate.”

Beaulne said this busi-
ness has helped her un-
derstand that everyone’s 
needs are different, a les-
son she takes with her in 
her personal life, too.

“It’s not about the busi-
ness; it’s about what we 
can do for them,” Beaulne 
said. “That’s a good feeling 
because really what you’re 
doing is helping some-
body.”

She said it’s all about 
finding the best solution 
for each customer because 

Visit Martin’s:
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student at Kansas State 
University. He was also 
taking a music minor, and 
in his quiet moments he 
had decided he wanted to 
make a parody video that 
combined his passion for 
farming, music and com-
municating.

It all came together one 
evening when he and some 
buddies stopped for a bite 
at a Sonic burger joint, and 
on the radio came “I’m 
Sexy And I Know It,” a huge 
hit for LMFAO.

“I was listening to it, and 

I thought, ‘I’m a Farmer 
and I Grow It.’ I said it out 
loud, and it stuck,” he said. 
He went home and worked 
it up with his brothers, 
shooting video on their 
farm, synching new lyr-
ics to a karaoke track they 
downloaded … and less 
than a week later, they 
were being flown to New 
York to appear on Good 
Morning America. Almost 
overnight, their parody 
had garnered two million 
views, and was viral with a 
bullet. The brothers went 
on to make four more vid-

eos and become a house-
hold brand with farmers 
and non-farmers alike.     

But Peterson wasn’t 
brought to Guelph just to 
entertain – he was there to 
inspire.

His key message? Seize 
the moment. Don’t miss 
the chance to advocate for 
agriculture.

He said he could have 
easily just laughed off the 
farmer-oriented line he 
came up with at the Sonic, 
dismissed it as a whimsical 
notion, finished his burger 
and gone home to watch 

someone else’s music 
video.

But he didn’t. And as a 
result of that one decision, 
millions of people have a 
different kind of glimpse 
into what farming’s all 
about.

Since that first video, Pe-
terson has appeared in 35 
states and three countries 
outside the US, sharing his 
story and politely answer-
ing question after ques-
tion about his success. He 
doesn’t do it for the fame 
– in fact, the family turned 
down an offer to have its 

own Duck Dynasty-type re-
ality show because it would 
have been too intrusive, 
even though it would have 
almost guaranteed them 
stardom. 

Rather, he does it be-
cause he wants others to 
stand up however they can 
and be counted for agricul-
ture. 

“There are many miscon-
ceptions about modern day 
farmers and we [the Peter-
sons] feel it is our calling to 
help change some of those 
misconceptions,” he says.

Peterson is generous 

with his time. The day after 
the Cutten Fields event, he 
held court with some of my 
University of Guelph agri-
cultural communications 
students and me, giving us 
more of the inside scoop 
about his approach to ad-
vocacy, and even sharing 
his recipe for a successful 
music parody video.

It’s an unorthodox way of 
advocating for agriculture. 
But at this juncture, with 
so much confusion in the 
public about farming, all 
creative approaches are 
welcome.

ROBERTS: Seize the moment to find inspiration ... and creative ways to boost the farming sector
FROM | 18

no two customers are alike.
The decision to move the 

business to St. Clements 
came from a personal 
reason: Beaulne was diag-
nosed with cancer in 2013. 

“My cancer is incurable so 
I needed to find a home that 
was a bungalow,” Beaulne 
said. “And my mom was 
going to be moving in with 
us so I needed a home that 
was going to allow for her to 
move in, as well.”

She said this allows her 
to care for her mom now 
and for her mom to care 
for her when she’s sick. 

LOGISTICS: Changes in their personal lives reflected in the administrative aspects of the business
FROM | 18 Beaulne became ill in 2009, 

but was misdiagnosed until 
2013. She finished treat-
ment in June of this year 
and is now in remission.

“I had pretty much 
stretched myself to the max,” 
Beaulne said. “I had too 
many businesses and I knew 
something was wrong. I went 
from 2009 to 2013 not know-
ing what was going on.”

She focused on manag-
ing the business and being 
able to maintain it while 
slowly growing. The cancer 
diagnosis is something that 
linked her with Gingrich.

Gingrich was diagnosed 
with Hodgkin lymphoma 

in 2011. While he was go-
ing through treatment 
he wasn’t working, so he 
learned the business side 
of DTI. He started working 
for the company in 2012.

Beaulne said she’d like 
to move their business to 
their own building eventu-
ally and over the next few 
years, if it’s manageable, 
she hopes to add another 
five employees for sales 
and operations.

“We’ll search for employ-
ees that are in the area in 
comparison to outside the 
area first,” Beaulne said.

It’s a relatively slow 
time of year for them, so 

they’re on the road deliver-
ing Christmas gifts to their 
clients from Peterborough 
to London for the first two 
weeks of December.

“That gives us an oppor-
tunity to meet them and 
that’s basically the only 
time we see them,” Beaulne 
said. “We’ll spend that time 
finding out if there’s any 
concerns, and suggestions, 
any new opportunities that 
need to be considered for 
the New Year.”

The public is welcome to 
check out DTI’s new digs 
on 3585 Lobsinger Line at 
their open house on De-
cember 19. Beaulne operated DTI in New Hamburg for 17 years and Gingrich started working there in 2012.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com
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THE ARTS

Snow White: The 
Panto continues a 
holiday tradition

ON STAGE / LOCAL THEATRE

Pantomime (or panto) 
shows are popular in Brit-
ain at holiday time. They 
usually incorporate song, 
dance, buffoonery and au-
dience participation.  

A classic fairytale, Dis-
neyfied like so many, gets 
a right proper makeover 
in time for the holidays. 
This time around it’s Snow 
White getting the panto 
treatment from Drayton 
Entertainment, no stranger 
to the genre.

Snow White: The Panto 
runs at the St. Jacobs 
Country Playhouse until 
December 21. It’s fine fam-
ily fare, as the audience is 
encouraged to cheer for the 
heroes, boo the villains and 
generally ooh and ahh as 
indicated.

While played for comic 
effect, this Snow White 
contains all of the recog-
nizable elements: the beau-
tiful heroine of the story, 
the Prince, the dwarves, 
the evil Queen and her 

magic mirror. 
“Snow White is a time-

less story that appeals to 
every generation,” says 
Alex Mustakas, artistic 
director of Drayton Enter-
tainment.

As the leading lady in 
this charming story, Julia 
McLellan is wide-eyed and 
winsome as Snow White. 
McLellan is familiar to 
Drayton audiences, having 
recently starred as Ariel 
Moore in the production 
of Footloose at St. Jacobs 
Country Playhouse. Jamie 
McKnight, who recently 

finished the national tour 
and Toronto productions 
of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
The Wizard of Oz, takes on 
the role of the handsome 
Prince Justin. 

Jackie Mustakas is the 
wicked Queen Diabolica, 
who is envious of Snow 
White’s youth and beauty. 
Tim Porter is bumbling as 
the Queen’s goofy woods-
man, Woody. And the re-
quired dude in drag ... erm, 
dame? Christopher Wilson 
is the outrageous Nurse 
Tickle.

The Drayton Entertain-
ment production of Snow 
White: The Panto runs 
until December 21 at The 
St. Jacobs Country Play-
house. Tickets are $42 ($25 
for those under 20 years 
of age), available online at 
www.stjacobscountryplay-
house.com, in person at 
the box office, or by calling 
(519) 747-7788 or toll free 
1-855-DRAYTON (372-
9866). Julia McLellan is the titular heroine and and Jamie McKnight is the Prince in Snow White: The Panto now playing at the St. Jacobs Country 

Playhouse. [SUBMITTED]

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

Dr. Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | 519-669-2405

www.elmiranaturopath.com

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Quality care
available for 
all ages and 
all health
conditions.

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Hot Stone 
Massage

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Colleen Thom 
RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-4425

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

AVAILABLE.

If a classic Christmas 
is your thing – we’re talk-
ing well before Bing Crosby 
– the Menno Singers may 
be just what you’re looking 
for. In the run-up to the big 
day, they’ll be performing a 
pair of traditional shows.

Next Sunday, December 

STEVE KANNON

Menno Singers put the focus on Christmas in pair of upcoming performances
14, the Menno Singers joins 
the choir at St. Peter’s Lu-
theran Church in Kitchener 
for a Christmas service of 
worship and song, includ-
ing Rutter’s Gloria. 

The following Sunday, 
December 21, they’re spon-
soring a Messiah sing-a-long 
with orchestra and soloists 
at St. Jacobs Mennonite 

Church. Those in attendance 
are invited to join in the vocal 
parts if they’re so inclined.

“What is exciting about 
the December 14 concert 
is that the whole service is 
being recorded by CTV TV 
for broadcast late-night on 
Christmas Eve,” notes St. 
Jacobs Mennonite’s Mark 
Diller Harder, president of 

the Menno Singers.
“The December 21 Mes-

siah sing-a-long will be 
the second time we have 
offered this to the commu-
nity – a chance to simply 
come out and sing favou-
rite Messiah choruses. We 
will have a little orchestra 
and some soloists and have 
lots of fun together.”

Originally performed 
at Lent, George Frederick 
Handel’s Messiah has be-
come a staple in the Advent 
run-up to Christmas. Likely 
the most beloved oratorio 
in the English-speaking 
world, it has been a favou-
rite since its premiere in 
Dublin in 1742.

The December 14 per-

formance takes place at 3 
p.m. at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, 49 Queen St. N., 
Kitchener. Attendance is by 
donation. The December 
21 event is set for St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church, 1310 
King St. N., St Jacobs. Again, 
attendance is by donation, 
with tax receipts available 
for donations over $20. 

LIVE MUSIC / HOLIDAY MODE

Julia McLellan and Jackie Mustakas.
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, family 
owned and operated feed company serving livestock and 
poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

MAINTENANCE / MILLWRIGHT 
WORKER

We are currently recruiting for a highly motivated and 
professional individual for the role of Maintenance 
Millwright. This is a fulltime day position with responsi-
bility for after hours on call and some weekends. 
Responsibilities will include General maintenance and 
repairs throughout the plant

The successful applicant will have

• 1-3 years millwrighting / maintenance experience
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Experience in feed manufacturing facility is an asset
• Ability to develop effective work relationships with 

co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively with 

customers.
• Live within 35 kms of Floradale

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in providing 
the finest in quality feeds and service to our customers in 
the livestock and poultry industries. Therefore, a 
background in agriculture is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to: 

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

School Bus
Drivers Wanted

info@ridestc.com

Elmira 519-669-5198

The Ideal Career For:
• Parents, younger children are welcome 

on the bus
• Youthful retirees, enjoy being a part of 

your community
• Home based entrepreneurs, offering a 

steady income during the school year

Routes Available in Wellesley, 
Woolwich, Wilmot & K.W.

Become a member of the Elliott/STC 
Team - Training Provided

Call or email us today!
AUCTIONS

SALE CONSISTS OF: Furniture Pcs; 
T.V. Stands; Elec. Piano; Elec. Stove; 
Dishwashers, Skid Lots of Misc, Household 
Items; T.V.’s & Ass’t. Electronics; Vaccumes; 
Watches; Pcs of Swar; Kid’s & Adult Clothing; 
Bedding; Books; Consumer Goods; Plus a 
Very Large Selection of Other Misc. Items. 

Note: This is a very large offering and There 
will be 2 auctioneers selling. 

LUNCH BOOTH 

TERMS; Cash, Interac, Visa, M.C. NOTE: 
Clothes will be sold in large lots, list subject 
to additions & deletions. Viewing from 
4:00 P.M. day of sale. Owner or auctioneer 
not responsible for accidents day of sale.

AUCTIONEERS: 
GRAY’S AUCTION SERVICE INC.,

HARRISTON | (519) 338-3722
LICENSED & BONDED

AUCTION SALE 
OF CONSUMER GOODS,
AT GRAY’S AUCTION & 
 LIQUIDATION CENTRE,  

5737 Hwy 23, 1 MI.W. OF HARRISTON

MONDAY DECEMBER 8, AT 5:30 P.M.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION
Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

Sat. Dec 13th 9:30 a.m.

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday Dec 12th 2014, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: $500 Deposit on Each Vehicle, or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!

Police | Municipal | Repo | Fleets & Others

Check Website for Daily Updates

2008 Toyota Prius 2010 GMC Canyon P/U
3 - 06/08 Impala’s 2007 Dodge Caravan
2007 Charger 2006 Ford F150 P/U
2007 Crown Victoria 2 - 04/05 GMC Canyon P/U’s 
2007 Mercedes C280 2002 Ford Ranger P/U
2 - 2006 Taurus SE’s 4 - 00/01 GMC 1500 P/U’s
2006 Dodge Magnum 2000 Chev 2500 HD 4X4
2000 VW Beetle 2010 Suzuki 650 M/C 
2000 Grand Prix  95 FourWinds 5th 26’ Trailer

6 - 02/07 Chev/ Ford/Dodge Cargo Vans

HELP WANTED

IS LOOKING FOR A 
NEW OFFICE MEMBER

Busy Giftware Distributor is looking for an organized and 
flexible Office Team Member. Duties include AP/AR and 
other tasks as required. Must be proficient in Excel and 
have good phone/people skills. Approximately 24 hours 
per week.

Email: jobs@edenborough.com

HELP WANTED

AYR COACH LINES, Waterloo 
seeks part-time weekend 
motor coach cleaner/detailer. 
This position requires a 
detail oriented person who 
enjoys physical labour. Call 
519-747-1230 or email brent@
ayrcoach.com

WORK 
WANTED

2 MENNONITE CLEANING 
ladies available Fri. after-
noons. Elmira, West Montrose, 
references available. Call  
519-669-4718, 519-638-3714

EXPERIENCED, DETAIL 
ORIENTED cleaning lady 
available. Call Beatrice 519-
214-1379.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

CRAFT CLASSES AFTER school 
for kids grades 2-6. Register 
now for Jan/Feb session. 
Tuesdays in St. Jacobs, 
Wednesdays in Elmira. 
Theme is “Treasures”. 226-
791-4067 or email carol@
seeingsquared.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

FOR SALE

4 CU FT freezer. Good condi-
tion. Best offer. Call 519-699-
5274.

SAP PANS 4’ x 16’ pans with 
steam hood and pre heater. 
$2500 o.b.o. Call Norman 
Horst at 519-669-0795.

RENTALS

ELMIRA - 3 bedroom semi 
for rent. New carpets, 
C/A, upgraded bathroom, 
parking, back yard with deck. 
No basement access. Move 
in ready. $1000/mth plus 
utilities. No pets. References 
required. Call 519-669-4002.

SEMI DETACHED HOUSE for 
rent in Elmira. 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, garage, balcony, 
finished rec room. Close 
to schools. Fenced yard. 
$1250.00 plus utilities. Avail-
able Jan. 1, 2015. Phone 519-
591-8571.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

RETAIL SPACE FOR rent in 
Conestogo. Approx. 800 sq. 
ft. Call 519-501-9790.

COMING 
EVENTS

OPEN HOUSE CHRISTMAS 
Crafts for sale. Arrange-
ments, wreaths etc. Sat. Dec. 
6, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., 13 Flamingo 
Dr. Elmira.

PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Paul , Alli or Sue.

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

NO-OBLIGATION
HOME EVALUATION.

Call today and book a

FREE

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Elmira - Live in and/or rent out this very well maintained 
triplex. All 3 units are equipped with separate hydro and water 
meters and come with fridge, stove, washer and dryer. Unit #1: 
2 bedrooms with baseboard electrical heat.  Unit #2: 1 bedroom 
with separate gas meter. Unit #3: 3 bedrooms with a 26 x 16 
garage, separate gas meter and dishwasher.  This is a must see 
for investors and home owners alike. MLS 1441079 & 1441072.

THREE SEPARATE UNITS

St. Jacobs - This 2 bedroom home is right in the heart of 
town, close to down town shopping. Large kitchen featuring 
pine ceiling, oak cupboards & walk out to patio, perfect for 
entertaining. Beautiful main bath is equipped w/skylight & 
water jet tub. Call today to book a viewing. MLS 1437697.

$289,000$289,000
IN THE HEART OF TOWN

Elmira - This 3 bedroom bungalow is situated on a quiet 
street close to the park and public school. Cozy up to the 
wood burning fireplace in the rec room or BBQ with  
friends on the patio in the large back yard. This home 
includes an updated kitchen, central air, central vac, fridge, 
stove, dishwasher, microwave, washer and dryer. Ready 
for you to move in and relax. MLS 1444078.

$309,900$309,900
BUNGALOW, GREAT YARD

Elmira - This well maintained one owner, 4 bedroom home is ready for you to move in, 
unpack your suitcase, lay back in your recliner and enjoy. Loads of updates furnace and a/c 
and HRV unit in 2008, newer flooring though out, windows and doors less then 5 years 
old. 95 percent carpet free. MLS 1434205.

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION
$384,900$384,900

Drayton - Located on 6 acres this extraordinary home is nestled in picturesque scenery. 
Featuring: Private lane, 1500 sqft, (30ft x 50ft) workshop with 60amp service, and 
1600sqft home. Finished top to bottom with an open layout this rare find is extremely 
well kept. Wall paper to be removed and painted a neutral colour. MLS 1442024.

PRIVATE HAVEN!
$649,000$649,000

Enjoy the space of this large lot including gardens, chicken coop, 12 x 8 shed and 1200 sq. 
foot insulated heated shop with 600 volt 3 phase. Shop is equipped with a dust collector 
and crane. Get cozy next to the 2 wood pellet fireplaces in this 4 bedroom home with a large 
eat in kitchen. MLS  1441860.

HOBBYISTS DREAM
$519,000$519,000

Elmira - With a 2000 sq 
foot office space, a 1 
bedroom unit, and 2 
bedroom unit, this 
downtown property could 
be your ideal investment! 
MLS 1442236.$549,000$549,000

STORE FRONT 
IN ELMIRA

St. Clements - “Gaze out over your large back yard to the 
park beyond from the sunroom with cement pad for a hot 
tub.  the large eat in kitchen is open to the living room with 
bay window.  Enjoy family time in the huge open basement 
rec room with a gas fireplace.”  If it doesn’t all fit, you can take 
something out. MLS 1444614

BUNGALOW ON LARGE LOT
$389,900$389,900$499,900$499,900

Sat. Dec.
6th, 1-3pm
Sat. Dec.
6th, 1-3pm

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

1 TANAGER ST.,
ELMIRA

Elmira - Walk into this spacious foyer which opens up to 
the living room and has a 2 piece powder room. The dinette 
has a walk out to the back deck and fully fenced yard. 
Upper floor has 3 generous sized bedrooms and a 4 piece 
bathroom. Purchase price includes 5 appliances and water 
softener. Loads of parking in the double wide driveway and 
single car garage with inside entry. MLS 1444836.

$268,900$268,900
READY TO BUY?

Sat. Dec.
6th, 1-3pm
Sat. Dec.
6th, 1-3pm

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

50 POFFENROTH PATH,
ELMIRA

NEW PRICENEW PRICENEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Hockey Season is Back! Submit your weekly scores, tournament wins and more online:   www.observerxtra.com/forms/submit-your-scores/

SUBMIT YOUR ONLINESCORES
www.observerxtra.com/forms/submit-your-scores/
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WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?

THE FRESHEST LOCAL LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at:

42 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon & Tues. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $350,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

Elmira@royallepage.ca 

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Monique Roes
Sales Representative

Shanna Rozema
Broker

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

2013

YOUR “LOCAL” COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

www.elmirahomes.ca www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

SPACIOUS BUNGALOW 
$314,900 DRAYTON Large detached shop with hydro, 
attached double car garage & double driveway. Inviting 
home offers an eat in kitchen, main floor laundry, bright 
sunroom addition w/gas fireplace, 3 bdrms, 2 baths, 
roof/13, c/air. NEW MLS

CUSTOM BUNGALOW
$604,900 LINWOOD Beautiful views from this one acre 
property backing onto farmland, 4 year old open concept 
bungalow with triple car garage! Welcoming entrance 
overlooks the great rm & dining rm, large kitchen, walkouts, 
fully finished basement, spa bath & walk-up. MLS

ATTRACTIVE FIELDSTONE HOME
$899,000 MOOREFIELD Truly one of a kind two storey on 
2 acres! Outstanding construction, 3800 sq.ft, 9’ ceilings, 
crown moulding, hardwood flrs, pine kitchen cabinetry & 
granite counters, 2 sided Fieldstone fireplace, oversized 
double garage, 20’x16’ barn. MLS

Drayton Ridge  |  Open House  |   168 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton  |  Saturday, 1-3pm 

ALL OFFER: Double car garage and driveway, main floor master with ensuite, ceramic & 
hardwood floor, gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen with island, walkout to rear yard, main 
floor laundry + much more.  EXCLUSIVE

BONUS $10
,000 in

 

FREE UPGRADES!

until 
Jan

uary
 31

, 2015

PRE-SELLING 5 UNIT TOWNHOME- 
Priced From $322,900 Starting At 1424 
Sq.ft - Three Bungalow Plans & Two 
Bungalow Loft Plans Available

PHASE 2 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JULIE

HECKENDORN
Broker

Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

NEW LISTING! – Ranch bungalow in LINWOOD w/
spacious rooms. Finished walkout basement w/expan-
sive windows overlooking park-like yard, 95’ x 230’. 
Oversized dble. garage + another single garage. Good 
potential for in-law suite. NEW MLS.

$419,900
SPOTLESS 4 level backsplit offers an eat-in kitchen open 
to spacious lower level family room w/large windows, gas 
fireplace & bar. Formal LR/DR. 3 bdrms. 2 baths. Mature 
trees in deep back yard. Well maintained. Concrete drive-
way. Spring possession. MLS.

$409,900
UPDATED HOME on a large lot, close to schools and down-
town. Large master bdrm. w/walkin closet. Newer kitchen, 
flooring, central air, TWO bathrooms and most windows. 
Main floor laundry. DBLE. detached garage (HEATED) and 
lots of parking! Move-in ready! MLS.

$289,900

NEW LISTINGSunday, December 7th

2-4pm  |  36 Queen St., Elmira
OPEN  
HOUSE

NEW PRICE

Call David Horst Sales Representative 519-292-1473

David Horst
Sales Representative

 

519-292-1473
 

www.peakrealestate.com

3042 Albert Street, Fordwich
Brick bungalow on a quiet street in 
Fordwich. Patio doors lead from den 
to deck on back of house. Nice sized 
lot with mature trees. Sky light in 
dining room. MLS 292793.

REALTY & AUCTIONS INC. BROKERAGE
Independently Owned and Operated

 
PREMIER

Office 519-291-2299
195 Wallace Ave. N., Listowel, Ontario N4W 1K8

$189,000

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

New Price | Milverton | $245,000
Great location for this spacious and bright bungalow with walkout on lower level, 
upper deck, attached garage. MLS Call Dale.

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and lines, 
insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $369,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Compare | $424,000
Custom built bungalow on a large lot. Covered deck, 3 gas fireplaces, vaulted 
and coffered ceilings, wired for sound, hard wood and ceramic flooring, granite 
counters,  arches, pillars, and much more. MLS Call Dale.

JUST LISTED | $355,000
Beautiful park like 1 Acre property on a paved road just 2 minutes to Drayton 
and serviced with natural gas. New windows and front door, new electrical 
panel and wired for generator, new bath, some new flooring, new light fixtures, 
freshly painted, spotlessly clean. Don't miss out on this one. A great place to 
raise a family. MLS Call Dale.

JUST LISTED | $432,000
Just what you've always wanted. 2.95 acres with bush at front and a swimming 
pond at rear. On a paved road central to Harriston, Mount Forest, Kenilworth, 
Drayton. Custom built bungalow with impressive front entrance, high ceilings, 
fireplace, loads of windows, 2 walk outs to huge back deck, walk up from 
basement and more. A great place to raise a family. MLS Call Dale.
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WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

WE FIX
SLIPPERY

WHEN WET

BATHTUBS, CERAMIC AND 
PORCELAIN TILE BRICK, 
TERRAZZO AND OTHER 
SURFACES GUARANTEED, 
INVISIBLE, AND COST EFFECTIVE

For more info email noslipperyfloors@gmail.com
or call 519-588-7413 | theredwolfcompany.com

Propellant 49
The best ice and snow 
melter on the Planet. 

Safe for trees and 
plants, will not rust, 

corrode or stain. 
No residue. Continues 
past -50°C and keeps 
melting 36 hours after 

being applied.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other
special offers or coupons.

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira
Serving the community for 25 years

Custom Window
Coverings

Latest Styles
of

Window Blinds
and

Custom Drapery

At competitive pricing

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods
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The families of 
Kathryn E. Bruder, Elmira, Ontario & 

Joshua P. Robinson, Brisbane, Australia 
announce with love and joy the engagement 

of this amazing couple. 
Their marriage will be celebrated in 
both hemispheres in October 2016.

ENGAGEMENT

THANK YOU

FAMILY ALBUM

IN MEMORIAM

In Memoriam

Israel ‘Isey’ Weber
June 20, 1936 - December 5, 2013

You can shed tears that he is gone, 
or you can smile because he has lived.

You can close your eyes and  
pray that he’ll come back, 
or you can open your eyes 

and see all he’s left.

Your heart can be empty 
because you can’t see him 

or it can be full of the 
love you shared.

You can turn your back on 
tomorrow and live yesterday, 

or you can be happy for tomorrow 
because of yesterday.

You can remember him 
and only that he’s gone, 

or you can cherish his memory 
and let it live on.

You can cry and close your mind, 
be empty and turn your back, 
or you can do what he’d want: 

smile, open your eyes, love and go on.

Missing you – Your loving family and friends.

OBITUARY

GILDNER (Bulmer), June Helene 
Peacefully at Wellington Terrace, Fer-
gus on Monday, December 1, 2014 at the 
age of 96. 

Loving mother of Lynne Martin and Jill 
(Ron) Martin. June will be sadly missed 
by her grandchildren Jerry (Lori, Ja-
son (Jennifer), Nicole (Dan), Lindsay 
(Jose), Blake (Naime) and by her great 
grandchildren Hayden, Nicolas, Ella, 
Samantha, Cruz, Sage and Owen. 

Predeceased by her husband Arthur 
Bulmer and by her second husband 
Roy Gildner. Also predeceased by her 
parents Mary (nee Tuffin) and Lorne 
Israel, her son in-law Claude Martin 
and grandson Bryan Martin. 

Family and friends were received at 
Robert Ruggle Funeral Home, 617 King 
St. N., Waterloo on Thursday, Decem-
ber 4, 2014 for a memorial visitation 
from 7-9pm. A service of remembrance 
celebrating June’s life will be held in 
the funeral home chapel on Friday, De-
cember 5, 2014 at 11am. Cremation has 
taken place. Interment in Hawkesville 
Cemetery. 

As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Woolwich Community Services 
(WCS)-Sometimes Campaign would 
be appreciated by the family and may 
be arranged by contacting the funeral 
home at 519 888-7700. Condolences 
may be made online at 

www.robertrugglefuneralhome.com 

GRADUATION GRADUATION

DEATH NOTICES

BAUMAN, ADELINE | Passed 
away peacefully on 
Wednesday, November 26, 
2014 at her home, RR 1, Wal-
lenstein, in her 76th year.

GOODWIN, BRIAN | Passed 
away peacefully on 
Sunday, November 30, 2014 
at his residence in Elmira, at 
the age of 56 years. 

MARTIN, JACOB S. | Passed 
away at his residence on 
Sunday, November 30, 
2014, at age 94. 

RATZ, LLOYD DOUGLAS 
(DOUG) | 1939 - 2014 It is 
with great sadness that 
the family of Doug Ratz 
announces his passing 
on Monday, December 1, 
2014 in his 74th year.

SEILING, FREDERICK “FRED” 
| May 2, 1925 - November 
27, 2014 Peacefully passed 
away into the presence 
of his Lord at Guelph 
General Hospital with his 
family by his side.

Dreams do come true!

We are delighted to announce that, on 
November 19, 2014, Ann Bruder received her 
Master of Science, Speech-Language Pathol-
ogy in Communication Sciences and Disor-
ders, from the University of Alberta, Faculty 
of Rehabilitation Medicine. Ann is employed 

with Renfrew Educational Services in Calgary.

Pursue knowledge; remain creative.
Ralph Young, Chancellor

Be proud of all that you have achieved!

Steffen Pentelow

Through the University of Ottawa at their 
November 2nd 2014 Convocation, Steffen 
received the Degree of Masters of Applied 

Science, Mechanical Engineering.
Congratulations Steffen

The Snyder family would like to thank 
all those who brought food, cards, gave 

donations and visited Murray while he was 
ill. Special thanks to Dr. Hubay, Dr. Keleher, 

Grand River Cancer Centre, CCAC as well 
as Hospice Wellington for their wonderful 

care. We also appreciate the help and support 
provided by Dreisinger’s Funeral Home. 

The Murray Snyder family

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Project Completion

Water Supply Master Plan Update
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo (Region) has completed an update to the Water 
Supply Master Plan for the Integrated Urban System (IUS), which supplies drinking water 
to the Cities of Cambridge, Kitchener, and Waterloo, and to some areas in the Townships of 
North Dumfries, Wilmot and Woolwich.   

This study was conducted in accordance with the requirements of the Master Planning 
process of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment.

By this Notice, the updated Master Plan (MP) is being placed on the public record. The MP 
will be available for public review from November 28, 2014 to January 19, 2015, both dates 
inclusive, at the following locations(s):
• Clerk’s Office, 2nd floor, Region of Waterloo, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener ON, N2G 4J3
• Clerk’s Office, City of Cambridge, 50 Dickson Street, Cambridge ON, N1R 8S1
• Clerk’s Office, City of Kitchener, 200 King Street West, Kitchener ON, N2G 4G7
• Clerk’s Office, City of Waterloo, 100 Regina St South, Waterloo ON, N2J 4P9
• Clerk’s Office, Township of Woolwich, 24 Church Street, West, Elmira ON, N3B 2Z6 
• Clerk’s Office, Township of Wilmot, 60 Snyder’s Road West, Baden ON, N3A 1A1

• Clerk’s Office, Township of North Dumfries, 1171 Greenfield Road, RR#4 Cambridge ON, N1R 5S5

And on the web at:  

http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/aboutTheEnvironment/MasterPlansandProjects.asp

Interested persons may provide written comments to the Region’s Project Manager. 

Project Manager: Dave Arsenault, M.Sc., P.Eng., Senior Project Engineer, darsenault@
regionofwaterloo.ca, 519-575-4757 x3682.

Full details of this notice and contact information are available at the Region’s Public Notices 
webpage at www.regionofwaterloo.ca, Public Notices link in the top right of the homepage. 

If you have any trouble viewing this information, or to obtain a full copy of any 
public notice, please contact the Regional Clerk’s office at 519-575-4420 or  
email regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CROSSWORD PUZZLER SODOKU CHALLENGE

GO AHEAD, 
MAKE THEIR 

DAY.
PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

WHO SAYS EVERYONE DOESN’T 
DESERVE A WHOLE LOT OF EXTRA 

ATTENTION?
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Wellesley will 
hold a Public Meeting on the 5th day of January, 2015 at 6:45 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers located at 4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill, Ontario, for the purpose 
of receiving comments with respect to a Zoning By-law amendment application to 
amend Zoning By-law 28/2006 and a draft plan of subdivision (30T-14501).

THE PROPOSALS:
Wm J Gies Construction is proposing a Draft Plan of Subdivision (File 30T-14501) on 
approximately 1.372 hectares generally located at the northwest corner of Gerber 
Road and Greenwood Hill Road.  The draft plan of subdivision will include an exten-
sion of Village Road from its’ current terminus to Gerber Meadows Drive.  The Draft 
Plan of Subdivision is to be comprised of ten (10) single detached houses and six 
(6) semi-detached houses on the extension of Village Road.  The applicant is also 
proposing a Zoning By-law amendment (File ZBA-05-14) which would amend the 
zoning of the site from Agricultural (A1) to Urban Residential (UR).  

KEY MAP

Additional information relating to the 
proposed application is available for 
inspection during regular business 
hours at the Municipal Of�ces of the 

Township of Wellesley.

Information requests may also be 
submitted to

Geoff VanderBaaren, Planner:
gvanderbaaren@wellesley.ca

4639 Lobsinger Line, 
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

PH: 519.699.3952 FX: 519.699.4540

or

Jane Gurney, Principal Planner, 
Region of Waterloo, 

150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor, 
Kitchener, Ontario N2G 4J3

Tel: 519-575-4500 ext. 3454, Email: 
jgurney@regionofwaterloo.ca

Dated at the Township of Wellesley 
this 3rd day of December, 2014

Public Notice
THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

 If a person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting or 
make written submissions to the 
Township of Wellesley before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body is 
not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of The Corporation of the 
Township of Wellesley to the Ontario 
Municipal Board.

 If a person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting, or 
make written submissions to the 
Township of Wellesley before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body may 
not be added as a party to the hearing of 
an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, 
there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Any persons may attend the public 
 meeting and make written and/or verbal 
 representation either in support of or in 
  opposition to the proposed amendment.

PUBLIC NOTICES

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Wellesley will 
hold a Public Meeting on the 5th day of January, 2015 at 6:45 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers located at 4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill, Ontario, for the purpose of 
receiving comments with respect to an Of�cial Plan amendment application and a 
Zoning By-law amendment application to amend Zoning By-law 28/2006.

THE PROPOSALS:
The applicant, Chervin Woodworks, has applied to expand the Hawkesville settlement 
area to include a 3.7 hectare parcel of land (see attached map) in the settlement area 
and designate these lands in the Of�cial Plan as Dry Industrial.  The proposed Zoning 
By-law amendment will change the zoning on these lands from “Agricultural” to “Dry 
Industrial (DI)”.  

The applicants (Chervin Woodworks) are proposing to expand their existing business 
at 3541 Broadway Street onto these lands.  The applicant has indicated that they 
intent to use this area for employee parking and parking of trailers.  The applicants 
are proposing an entrance onto Geddes Street.  If the Of�cial Plan and Zoning By-law 
amendments are approved the applicant will be required to obtain site plan approval 
to address access, grading, drainage and noise attenuation matters on this site. 

KEY MAP

Additional information relating to the 
proposed application is available for 
inspection during regular business 
hours at the Municipal Of�ces of the 

Township of Wellesley.

Information requests may also be 
submitted to

Geoff VanderBaaren, Planner:
gvanderbaaren@wellesley.ca

4639 Lobsinger Line, 
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

PH: 519.699.3952 FX: 519.699.4540
Dated at the Township of Wellesley 

this 3rd day of December, 2014

Public Notice
THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

 If a person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting or 
make written submissions to the 
Township of Wellesley before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body is 
not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of The Corporation of the 
Township of Wellesley to the Ontario 
Municipal Board.

 If a person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting, or 
make written submissions to the 
Township of Wellesley before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body may 
not be added as a party to the hearing of 
an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, 
there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Any persons may attend the public 
 meeting and make written and/or verbal 
 representation either in support of or in 
  opposition to the proposed amendment.

FROM PAPER TO PRINT
QUALITY COLOUR 
PHOTO REPRINTS 4x6 8x10$9  

That photograph in The Observer can be yours. Visit 
our website and order any photo in paper or online.

Order your print today! 519-669-5790 | www.observerxtra.com/forms/order-a-photo-reprint 

2nd Print 
only $4.50

5x7 $11
2nd Print 
only $5.50

$15
2nd Print 
only $7.50
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LIVING HERE
MOVING ON / THE ONLY CONSTANT IS CHANGE

We are so fortu-
nate to have a won-
derful baker. Kather-
ine whizzes through 
her day with a smile 
and ease you rarely 
see. She’s someone 
who is not only pas-
sionate about what 
she does, but it 
comes so naturally 

to her. 
That’s a good thing, 

as there’s a lot of bak-
ing to be done in our 

shop.
Christmas is coming 

quickly, and we have been 
working away in prepara-
tion for it, everything from 
savoury shortbread to go 
with appetizers to those 
highly addictive peanut 
butter balls. 

Many of our guests mar-
vel at all the items we make 
by hand. It’s a compliment, 
for sure, especially since 

It’s that 
time. Let 
the baking 
begin!

CHEF’S TABLE | 30RETIREMENT | 31

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Tip of the week: 
“Coolant (or antifreeze) works optimally when it’s mixed 
in the right proportions with water, so it’s important 
to have your coolant strength-tested to determine 
the freeze-point. This is especially important in the 
winter when the risk of freezing is increased with 
the extremely cold temperatures (oh, Canada eh?). 
Your coolant strength is tested on every oil change 
at Leroy’s, so with regular services, you can be rest 
assured your vehicle is ready for the winter!” – Cody

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

WHITNEY NEILSON

Annet Viveen is hang-
ing up her title as “the 
dump lady” after 27 years 
of working at the Elmira 
waste transfer station, one 
of four rural facilities be-
ing phased out by the Re-
gion of Waterloo.

The transfer stations are 
slated to close on March 
31, 2015, something Viveen 
sees as a poor decision, 
one that will force resi-
dents to haul their waste 
to the landfill site on Erb 
Street.

“I would like to see them 
open for the people,” Vi-
veen said. “It’s not fair to 
have people drive all the 
way down to Waterloo.”

The Elmira transfer sta-
tion used to be open five 
days a week, averaging 
some 300 users on a typi-
cal Saturday. She said she 
constantly has people ask-
ing why they’re not staying 
open.

For the last while she’s 
been commuting to Wa-
terloo to work at their 
transfer station during 
the week. She said if she 
was younger she wouldn’t 
mind the drive, but it takes 
her 40 minutes on a good 
day, not to mention delays 
during the winter.

“I have had job offers 
already for the spring,” 
Viveen said. “I used to 
work in greenhouses and 
I’ve had people asking me 
to do their flowerbeds and 
I’m like ‘wait a minute.’ I’m 
not even retired yet.”

She’s likely to go with 

some part-time work doing 
garden-
ing. 
She’s 
looking 
forward 
to hav-
ing more 
time 
to play 
with her 
horses, 
but will 
miss the 
job.

“I’ve 
really en-
joyed the 
people,” 
Viveen 
said. “I al-
ways think 
I’ve got to 
treat these 
customers 
like I would 
like to be 
treated. I 
will miss 
them but I’m 
going to see 
them. I’m 
not leaving 
the country.”

As some-
one who likes to keep 
busy, the transfer station 
has been good for Viveen. 
She’s enjoyed being able 
to be outside or inside 
and the ability to meet a 
variety of people. At the 
Waterloo site all she does 
is weigh people in and take 
their money, which is why 
retirement might just be 
the best thing for her.

One of her neighbours 

Annet Viveen is retiring after 27 years at the Elmira waste transfer station, itself slated to close in March. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Ready to transfer out
With the rural waste transfer stations set to close, a familiar face 
in Elmira, Annet Viveen, heads off to retirement
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Joy! Health Naturally!

Darlene Vandermey RNPA, CLWC
www.myaimstore.com/joyhealthnaturally

519-698-0300

Ion Cleanse Footbath
A special footbath that is a painless and 
efficient way to dissolve toxins in the body.

Weekly Plan for Healthy Living 
Nutrition / Weight Loss
Lose weight the healthy, safe way. 
Easy to do 8 week plan.

DECEMBER 6

PARADISE AND DISTRICT LIONS 7th Annual “Tree of 
Light” ceremony, 6 p.m. behind the St. Clements 
Library. Proceeds go to Innisfree House, Kitchener’s 
new hospice: providing end-of-life care for people 
and their families. Special guests Santa and Mrs. 
Clause at 5:45 p.m. We invite you to join in the tree 
lighting and carolling. There will be free apple cider 
and cookies. Bulb sales available at Exotic Wings & 
Pet Things, My Sister’s Kitchen, InSeason, Forwell 
Variety.

DECEMBER 7

THE INTER-MENNONITE CHILDREN’S CHOIR Christmas 
Concert “Christmas Blessings,” 3 p.m. at St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church, 1310 King St. N. Tickets $10 for 
adults, $5 for children (ages 5-18). For information, 
contact Carolyn Vanedrburgh at 519-746-0722, 
intermennonitechildrenschoir@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CONCERT - The Cambridge 
Concert Bank will present a Christmas concert. They 
will join the Breslau Mennonite Church choir at their 
church at 3 p.m. 226 Woolwich St., Breslau. Everyone 
is welcome. Free-will donations will be gratefully 
accepted.

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS at Trinity United 
Church, 21 Arthur St. N., Elmira; 8-9:30 a.m. Enjoy a 
pancake & sausage breakfast before the Santa Claus 
parade. Kids can meet St. Nicholas; $6, kids under 5 
free (walk-ins welcome while supplies last). Tickets 
at Trinity office Mon. to Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.; 519-
669-5560 or Brad Fisher at 519-669-9067.

DECEMBER 9

BINGO UPSTAIRS AT THE  St. Clements arena, 7 p.m. 
Sponsored by the Paradise & District Lions Club.  
Gold Winner for Best Bingo Hall, 2014 Readers Select 
Awards.  For more information, contact Joe Brick at 
519-699-4022.  

EXERCISE AND FALL PREVENTION: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Those Darn Feet. St. James Lutheran Church, 60 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 3-4 p.m. Stand Up to 
Falls starts right afterwards. More information 519-
664-1900.

DECEMBER 10

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.), Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost: $11.Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 by 
Dec 8th for more information.

DECEMBER 11

ELECTRONIC BINGO, ELMIRA LIONS Hall presented by 
Lions Club of Elmira. Call Rod for details 519-500-1434.

NEW HORIZONS AT 10 a.m. Maryhill Community Centre. 
Guest speaker  Paul Straus, Home Hardware: Our Giving 
Moment.  New Horizons meet once a month from 
Sept. to May on the second Thursday of each month. 
All zoomers, boomers and seniors are welcome; $2. 
admission fee. Refreshments are served. Further 
information Joan Haid 519-648-2742 or jehaid@
xplornet.ca.

EXERCISE AND FALL PREVENTION: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Sleep Disturbances & Mental Health. St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 
3-4 p.m. Stand Up to Falls starts right afterwards. 
More information at 519-664-1900.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT 12:30 (doors open at noon). 
Breslau Community Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. 
Cost: $6. Join us for a noonday light lunch and 
fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts at 519-664-
1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more information.

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors; 10:30 
a.m. at 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “Christmas Day in 
the Morning” reading by Dave Vandermolen, “Music for 
the Season” by OASIS Quartet Dave and Sharon Gast and 
Frank and Brenda Bale. Donation $7/person includes 
Christmas dinner. Contact Rita Malloy 519-669-8752. 

DECEMBER 12

HUGS PROGRAM – 9:15-11:15 a.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
Meet with other parents to discuss parenting and 
child health issues. Topic: Visit with Santa!  Plus crafts 
for parents and children. For more information, call 
Heidi at 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

CAREGIVER SUPPORT: THIS INFORMAL group of 
caregivers meets on the 1st Thursday of every month, 
10-11 a.m., September to June at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
For more information call hospice coordinator 
Lorraine Weber at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, December 7, 2014
9:15 & 11:00 AM

Series: 

Something to Sing About
“Mary’s Song”

Speaker: Harold Paisley

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Man’s King

Sun., Dec. 7th

11:00 am

Richard Haverkamp
Discovering God Together

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love
Pastor: Richard A. Frey

9:15am Bible Study
10:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Advent 2

Oh, that would 
reveal Your PEACE

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 
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ACROSS
1. Married woman (Spanish)
7. Superfood
11. Chock
16. Missing persons 
investigator
17. After-bath powder
18. Newbie, of sorts
19. Put away, in a way
20. Eye
21. Altercation
22. Hacienda hand, maybe
23. ___ fruit
25. Diminish gradually
27. Brief letter or note
30. More eggy
31. Good form
34. Clinch, with “up”
36. Medicinal plant
37. Met productions
38. Begin
40. Come together
41. “___ not!”
42. Used as a greeting
43. Auld lang syne
46. Eyelike spot
49. Increase, with “up”

52. Brainstems
56. Cry
58. Bird’s beak
59. Milan’s La ___
60. Make waves
63. Baggy
65. Barn compartments
66. All thumbs
68. Cyst
69. Large body of air
70. Kind of nut
71. Dilapidated housing
73. Nitrogen compound
74. David, “the sweet 
psalmist of ___”
75. “Oh, ___!”
79. Sin city
80. Ado
81. Moon of Uranus
83. Glove material
84. Advance
85. Ancient Greek inhabit-
ants of Attica
86. Command
87. Irritable
88. Write down
DOWN
1. Increase, with “up”

2. Coastal raptor
3. Alliance acronym
4. Reagan Supreme Court 
nominee
5. “Losing My Religion” rock 
group
6. _____ unedo
7. Bikini, e.g.
8. Cleverest
9. “Is that ___?”
10. Decorated, as a cake
11. Twigs
12. Drop
13. Ripping
14. Chisholm Trail town
15. Broad
24. Beauty
26. Plural of “I”
28. Delphi figure
29. Wonderland drink
31. Birdbrain
32. “Beowulf,” for one
33. Formally surrender
35. Crooked
38. “My dear man”
39. Tee, e.g.
44. Large platform
45. Cantonment

47. Lymphatic tissue
48. “___ say!”
50. Entrapping
51. Compete
53. Western Samoan 
monetary unit
54. Building additions
55. Be rude to
57. Blue
60. Spanish painter Pablo 
____
61. Charm
62. Lay
64. Danish physicist 
(1777-1851)
65. Beef loin
67. Workman who controls 
the rate at which stainless 
steel is poured into molds
69. Bolted down
72. Late
74. “Cast Away” setting
76. “Tosca” tune
77. Alternative to a fence
78. Author Rice
82. “You stink!”

Sure, our phones may be “smart,” but they’re no match for human vocabulary

Q. Why is it that the at-
tractive men (or women) 
you date tend to be mean, 
while the nice ones tend 
to be ugly?
A. It’s due to a sampling 
bias known as Berkson’s fal-
lacy, says Jordan Ellenberg 
in “How Not to Be Wrong: 
The Power of Mathematical 
Thinking.”  
   The only people you 
consider dating – the ac-
ceptable ones – are not too 
mean and not too ugly. 
But if someone is really 
nice, you are less critical of 
their appearance, and this 
brings down the average 
level of the appearance 

of nice dates. Similarly, if 
someone is really attractive, 
you cut them some slack on 
how nice they are, bring-
ing down the average level 
of niceness for attractive 
dates.  
   The impression you 
develop is that “attractives” 
tend to be meaner than “ug-
lies,” and “nicies” tend to be 
uglier than “meanies.”

On a more serious note, 
this fallacy can confound 
medical studies. Suppose 
you’re studying the inci-
dence of high blood pres-
sure in hospital patients 
admitted for diabetes, us-
ing other patients as your 
comparison (or control) 
group. You find that diabet-
ics have a lower incidence 
of high blood pressure than 
nondiabetics and conclude 
that diabetes and high 

blood pressure are anti-
correlated – perhaps one 
protects against the other. 
But this is spurious because 
high blood pressure itself 
is a reason to be admitted 
to the hospital, so you must 
expect a relatively high 
incidence of high blood 
pressure in the nondiabetic 
group. Your control group is 
biased!
Q. NASA researcher 
Christopher McKay, in 
discussing the possibil-
ity of life beyond Earth, 
recently pronounced: “If 
we go through a checklist 
and, bang-bang-bang-
bang, we’ve got it all, this 
is incredibly exciting. 
Then we have a compel-
ling case for a planet with 
life.” What points were on 
his list?
A. In assessing the habit-
ability of exoplanets, 

astronomers usually follow 
the water, says Lisa Gross-
man in “New Scientist” 
magazine. Exoplanets with 
rocky surfaces are declared 
habitable if they’re far 
enough from their star to 
potentially host oceans. 
“Even planets with barely 
any water could host life,” 
McKay explains. “Cyano-
bacteria, for example, live 
on rocks in the Atacama 
desert in Chile, which gets 
only a few days of rain and 
fog each year.”

Then, too, adequate light 
or geothermal energy for 
driving vital processes is 
essential, but not a lot is 
needed. Some deep-sea 
plants can grow even while 
receiving only 1% of the 
sunlight hitting the ocean’s 
surface. And another key 
requirement is nitrogen to 

build amino acids, because 
life is almost certainly going 
to use them.

However, Saturn’s moon 
Titan offers a cautionary 
tale with liquids on its sur-
face and an atmosphere. 
“Its seas are filled with 
methane and ethane, and 
its atmosphere is a choking 
haze of nitrogen and meth-
ane.” Though seemingly 
inhospitable, Titan pos-
sesses complex molecules 
that may be building blocks 
for life. Says McKay, “If we 
discover something new, 
we’ll have to rewrite this 
chapter.”
Q. To test out your 
smartphone’s autocor-
rect features, what are a 
few good words to use in 
your text message?
A. “Your phone is doing its 
best, but it’s no match for 

your vocabulary,” says Arika 
Okrent in “Mental Floss” 
magazine. Take, for exam-
ple, the noun “apatite,” for 
“a blue-green mineral used 
as a source of phosphorus 
and as a fertilizer” (Oh, did 
you mean “appetite”?). Also 
try the following: “dissert,” 
a verb for “speaking or 
writing for a long time,” as 
in “dissertation” (did you 
mean “dessert”?); “invious,” 
an adjective for “having 
no roads or ways” (did you 
mean “envious”?); and “im-
prest,” a noun for “a loan or 
cash advance,” from Italian 
“imprestare,” or “to loan” 
(did you mean “impress”?). 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES
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all of our food is made 
from scratch – no mixes or 
preservatives. That’s our 
philosophy.

Take some time to enjoy 
the holidays, perked up, 
perhaps, with these tasty 
treats. Happy baking.

Orange 
Cranberry 
Florentines
1/2 cup sugar
3-1/2 tbsp unsalted butter
2-1/2 tbsp mild honey

2 tbsp heavy cream
2/3 cup sliced almonds
1/4 cup fine-quality candied 
orange peel, finely chopped
1/8 cup of dried cranberries
8 oz fine-quality bittersweet 
chocolate (not unsweetened), 
finely chopped
Parchment paper

Preheat oven to 400°F. 
Boil sugar, butter, honey, 

and cream in a one-quart 
heavy saucepan over mod-
erate heat, stirring con-
stantly, until creamy and 
slightly thickened, about 
5 minutes. Remove from 
heat and stir in almonds 
and orange peel and cran-
berries (batter will be thin). 

FROM | 28

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker 
line. We’ve started you with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

Drop level 1/2 teaspoons 
of batter about 2 inches 
apart on parchment-lined 
baking sheets. (Batter will 
thicken as it cools; you may 
need to reheat for last few 
batches.) Bake in batches 
in middle of oven until 
golden brown and bubbly, 
8 to 10 minutes. (Cook-
ies will look runny at this 
point.) 

Cool cookies on sheets 
on racks until firm enough 
to be lifted, about 2 min-
utes, then transfer with 
a metal spatula to racks 
to cool completely. These 
cookies are very delicate; if 
they become too brittle to 
lift easily, return to oven to 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

SUDOKU CHALLENGECHEF’S TABLE: A gentle hand needed for these delicacies 

soften, about 1 minute.
Melt chocolate in a dou-

ble boiler or a metal bowl 
set over a saucepan of hot 
water, stirring occasionally, 
then remove top of double 
boiler or bowl from heat. 
Dip about one third of each 
cookie into chocolate, then 
transfer to a parchment-
lined tray. Let stand until 
chocolate is set, about 1 
hour.
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RETIREMENT: She’s had a good, firsthand look at just how wasteful we can be with all of our stuff
FROM | 28

also retired this spring, so 
they’re planning on hav-
ing a little party with their 
friends to celebrate.

“I have enjoyed it,” Vi-
veen said. “I’ve met a lot 
of good people, learned a 
lot.”

In her time at the facil-
ity, she’s seen Elmira grow 
like a weed. There’s also 
been growth in some types 
of items dropped off at the 
transfer station. Kids, for 
instance, have an ever-
growing amount of plastic 
toys that end up in the 
dump. 

“I’m serious. You 
wouldn’t believe how kids 
are spoiled these days,” 
Viveen said. “And we’re still 
very wasteful. I see stuff go-
ing in and I just shake my 
head. I could almost fur-

nish someone’s apartment, 
including pictures on the 
wall and everything with 
stuff that gets thrown out.”

Often it comes down to 
people wanting something 
new, or their children want-
ing new rather than hand-
me-downs. 

While recycling and 
composting have reduced 
the amounts, there’s still so 
much waste, she says.

Another issue with the 
pending closure of the ru-
ral stations, particularly for 
this area, is what the Men-
nonites will do with their 
garbage. The Old Order 
Mennonites aren’t about 
to drive down to Waterloo 
with it and curbside pickup 
doesn’t allow for every-
thing, like scrap wood, for 
example.

It’s not just an issue for 

them, though, she sug-
gests.

“Say they’re moving 
and they needed to get 
rid of that couch,” Viveen 
said. “Well their large item 
pickup isn’t for another 
three weeks and they can’t 
have it sitting on their yard. 
That’s not good for the en-
vironment, all those cars 
going in [to Waterloo].”

She said there are people 
who would gladly take lots 
of the chucked items be-
cause they don’t have stuff 
as nice as what’s going in 
the garbage. While the MCC 
Thrift Shop and Habitat for 
Humanity would accept 
some things people throw 
out, they’re often over-
whelmed with donations, 
she noted.

There’s talk of a private 
operator taking over the 

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Incentives are available for installation of eligible equipment completed between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31 and submitted no later than 
Feb. 1 of the following calendar year. Equipment must be purchased from and installed by a participating contractor. $250 incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible furnace. $250 OR $400 
incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible central air conditioner system. †Annual electricity cost savings are estimated based on past program experience. Actual savings may vary. Funded 
by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by Cambridge and North Dumfries Hydro Inc, Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Inc and Waterloo North Hydro. OMOfficial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority.  
Used under licence. 

Program partners:Brought to you by:

Save up to $650*

and up to $325† 

a year on your 
electricity costs 

when you replace or install new  
central heating and cooling systems.

With a steady stream of users, the Elmira transfer station will leave a large void when it’s closed, suggests Viveen. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

facility, a move Viveen 
says people here would 
likely welcome. While costs 
might go up, people are 
willing to pay to keep the 

service, she said.
As for her retirement, 

Viveen is ready for some 
downtime. She’ll continue 
to shop in Elmira, where 

she hopes to see her regu-
lars from the transfer sta-
tion.

“It’s bittersweet,” Viveen 
said of her departure.
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SAVING ENERGY IS 
ALWAYS A BRIGHT IDEA.
Upgrade to new LED lighting with saveonenergy  

incentives to shorten payback periods, reduce  

maintenance costs, and cut operating costs.  

Register today for your incentive at  
saveonenergy.ca/LED

LED LIGHTING
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saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority 
and offered by Cambridge and North Dumfries Hydro Inc., 
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Inc. and Waterloo North Hydro Inc. 
Subject to change without notice. OMOfficial Mark of the 
Ontario Power Authority.

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE ...

Marilyn’s Christmas Cottage in Bamberg is all decked out for the holiday season with multiple trees, lots of Elvis decorations, and traditional German elements. She gives tours to friends and family for two 
weekends in December, collecting donations for the Woolwich Food Bank. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]


