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DON’T PAY UNTIL MARCH!EVERYTHING IN-STORE*

*Regular Priced Items

15%
OFF

OPEN 7 DAYS | 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) 519-746-0060 | FLYER SPECIALS www.funiturehouse.ca

2015
RING IN

The Elmira Lions Hall 
looked a lot more like 
Santa’s workshop than its 
usual self as volunteers 
busily sorted, packed, and 
wrapped gifts for Wool-
wich Community Services’ 
Christmas Goodwill pro-
gram. 

Rows of tables over-
flowed with toys, grouped 
into sections like Barbie, 
farm toys, and anything 
from the hugely popular 
Frozen movie. Racks of new 
pajamas and winter wear 
lined the coat closet. 

Kelly Christie, director of 
community supports, said 
they were preparing Christ-
mas hampers for 154 local 
families.

“Last year was 150. 
They’re very similar but 
we’ll still probably get a 

Christmas is 
for everyone, 
regardless of 
circumstance
WCS goodwill program provides 
hampers to make the season brighter 
to area families in need of a hand

whiTNey NeilsoN couple more in,” Christie 
said.

They started on Sunday 
last week, logging a 12-hour 
day followed by more long 
days on Monday and Tues-
day. They spent two days 
sorting, Tuesday wrapping 
and then being on hand as 
the families picked them 
up prior to the holidays.

“We’re designating all 
the gifts to all the boxes,” 
Christie said. “Mom and 
dad get a little gift. The 
kids get an outfit, pajamas, 
socks, underwear, sweater 
or hoodie, and then they all 
get toys.”

A heap of donated food 
from the Kiwanis Club food 
drive lined one wall. Chris-
tie added the fire depart-
ment would be bringing 
more from local schools’ 

The spirit of Christmas

Students at St. Boniface Catholic School in Maryhill showed off their Christmas spirit to friends and family with holiday songs and plays at their annual Christmas concert on Dec. 17.
goodwill | 4
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breakfasT                       aNd a NaP wiTh saNTa

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton -Listowel

Pick up the Sony Xperia M with a 4” touch screen and 5MP camera!

No strings attached!
Purchase for $100.  That’s a $99 savings*!

Give a phone and a bill credit!
Get the phone for $120.  Your loved one can then bring the 

phone in to activate on any monthly plan and  
receive a $120 bill credit**. 

With AF 50mm 
f1.4D Prime and 
Hoya 3- Filter Kit

D610 The power of a pro-level Nikon FX-format camera — dazzling full-frame images. 
6 frames-per-second (fps), tack sharp autofocus with 39 focus points, built-in flash with Commander Mode. 
Braoadcast-quality 1080p video. 2 Year Nikon Canada Warranty. 5 year warranty for lens.

468 PHILLIP ST., WATERLOO, ON    |    519.886.6630     www.bjphoto.net    See ALL our BOXING DAY SPECIALS online

SERVING WATERLOO REGION SINCE 1984

$1799.00 Save $650

Adobe Lightroom 5 MAC/Windows
included with select items

Body $6299.95 Save $600
Body $3099.95 Save $350
Body $2249.95 Save $200

NIKKOR AF-S 70-200 f2.8 VR II $2199 Save $200
NIKKOR AF-S 24-70 f2.8 G $1749 Save $150
NIKKOR AF-S 105mm f2.8 Micro $899 Save $200

BOXING WEEK 
SPECIALS

Fionn and Loki McDermott (as visions of 
sugar plums danced in his head) enjoyed a 
visit with the jolly man himself at Calvary 

United Church’s Breakfast with 
Santa, put on by the St. 

Jacobs Optimist Club 
on Dec. 13.

the observer office will be closed  
for the holidays Monday deceMber 22 - 26 

and again january 1 & 2, 2015
regular office hours resuMe Monday, january 5, 2015



HOLIDAY EDITION | 3THE OBSERVER  |  WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2014

HOW TO REACH US Phone 519.669.5790  |  toll free 1.888.966.5942  |  fax 519.669.5753  |  online WWW.oBSERvERxtRA.CoM

EDSS athlete 
to represent 
Ontario at 
Canada 
Winter Games

sCoTT barber

COMMUNITY
FAMILY SKATE

Tuesday Dec. 30 1:30 pm - 3:30 pm
Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

Skate with the Elmira Sugar Kings 
FREE Hot Chocolate

Skate with the Elmira Sugar Kings

FR

Building a connected, caring community

Waterloo Region
Suicide Prevention

Council

With a stellar performance 
at the Canada Winter Games trials 
earlier this month, Elmira District 
Secondary School student Nathan 
Shuh is heading to Prince George, BC in 
February to represent Ontario in the 
trampoline event.

“It only happens once every four 
years, so I am very honoured to repre-
sent Ontario,” Shuh said. “I’m going to 
work very hard to represent Ontario to 
the best of my abilities and to hopefully 
come away with a podium finish.”

Tall and strong, Shuh is a powerful ath-
lete with both physical and mental gifts.

“I enjoy competing and I think that the 
consistency I have had so far this season 
shows that I can do consistent routines with-
out letting all of the outside stuff affect what 
is happening in my brain,” he explained. 

He gets nervous before a big meet, but with 
the help of his coaches he is able to maintain the 
concentration necessary to perform at an elite 
level.

Rigorous training helps, too, as Shuh hones his 
craft at the K-W Airborne gym as well as with the 
internationally acclaimed Skyriders trampoline 
club, home to 2012 Olympic gold medalist Rosie 
MacLennan. 

Competing at the Olympics is his dream and 
he’s got the right mindset to go for it.

“My coach always tells me that it comes down 
to baby steps,” Shuh explained. “You don’t want 
to go for the very top without going through all of 
the necessary work in between. Each training ses-
sion, I try to have a goal: I’m going to do this a lit-
tle harder or I’m going to lift higher on this skill. 
With all the baby steps that you take, eventually 
you have walked a mile and you can look back 

Chances of a white Christmas are a roll of the dice now
sCoTT barber

Hoping for a white 
Christmas?

Environment Canada 
weather guru Dave Phillips 
says it’ll come down to a 
“crapshoot” this year.

“Flip a coin. It is very 

difficult this time of year 
to predict. Of course a 
seven-day forecast is only 
right two-thirds of the time 
when it comes to tempera-
ture. So when we see a sys-
tem (of precipitation) it is 
tough to know in advance 
whether that system will 

turn into rain or snow by 
the time it reaches us.”

There is an official defi-
nition of a “white Christ-
mas,” (probably copyright-
ed by Hallmark or Disney 
by now), Phillips added.

There’s got to be at least 
two centimetres of snow 

on the ground by 7 a.m. 
Christmas morning.

There’s also, what is 
described by the weather 
community as a “perfect 
Christmas day,” Phillips 
said.

“It’s not one where the 
in-laws stay over (or don’t), 

it’s one where you get the 
Christmas card look with 
snow on the ground and 
snow in the air and that 
snow in the air covers all of 
that dirty snow cover at the 
end of the driveway.”

Interestingly, the chanc-
es of snow on Christmas 

have been going down, 
Phillips notes, “from about 
75 per cent (in the Waterloo 
Region) to roughly 60 per 
cent.”

That’s due, in part, to “ur-
banization and the fact that 

and see all of the progress you have made.”
Trampoline was added to the summer Olym-

pics in 2000 at the Sydney games, though inter-
national competitions have been held since the 
1950s.

“Athletes are judged on the merits of 10 con-
secutive bounces with the first and last being 
on the feet, while the others may be on the 
back or front,” reads the Canada Winter Games 
website. “In their routine, athletes need to per-
form a certain number of required elements, 

including a skill landing on the front or back, 
a skill that takes off from the front or back, 

a double somersault (frontwards or back-
wards, with or without a twist), a double 

somersault forward or back with a mini-
mum 360-degree twist, and a somersault 
with a 540-degree twist. Upon landing 
the end of the routine, the trampoline 
must stop moving completely. Judges 
evaluate the quality of the routine for 
such things as position of the body in 
the centre of the trampoline, height 

and control, and landing.”
It’s a sport in which Canadians have 

fared quite well. Since the 2000 Olym-
pics, Canadians have medaled at each of 

the games, culminating with MacLennan’s 
gold medal winning performance in Lon-

don.
With that success, the common misconcep-

tion that the trampoline is a novelty sport has 
eroded.

“A lot of people think, ‘oh, I can jump on the 
trampoline and do a flip, maybe I can compete 
at the Olympics,’” Shuh said. “Then people get 
on the trampoline and they realize that it is a 

real workout. People might associate it with 
having fun in the backyard, but it is so 

much more than that.”
Shuh did grow up with a trampo-

line in his backyard at his family 
home just east of Elmira. He started 

bouncing at just 18 months-old and 
taught himself how to do a back 

walkover at age six.
It’s been a steady pro-

gression ever since, with 
a bronze medal finish at 
the Canadian Gymnastic 
Championships in 2013 
and now a shot at the 
Canada Winter Games.

“It’s been a lot of hard 
work, but I really enjoy 
it,” Shuh said. “I’m go-
ing to continue to do 
the best that I can do.”

Nathan Shuh trains at the KW Airborne gym in Cambridge.  [scott barber / the observer]

weather | 4
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WISHING YOU A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

For more information visit:
www.oafc.on.ca/public-safety

THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT FIREFIGHTERS

OF HOLIDAY SAFETY6 DAYS

MAKE SURE YOU 
HAVE WORKING 
SMOKE ALARMS

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 
WORKING CARBON 
MONOXIDE ALARMS

MAKE SURE EVERYONE 
KNOWS HOW TO GET 
OUT SAFELY 

GIVE 
SPACE 
HEATERS 
SPACE

WHEN YOU GO 
OUT, BLOW OUT!

DON’T DRINK 
AND COOK!

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

food drives. Each family 
will also get a gift card to 
either Foodland or Food 
Basics and a turkey or ham, 
depending on their request.

Christie said they have a 
great group of volunteers 
doing various projects, 
including the Elmira Men-
nonite Youth Group who 
sorted the donated food. 

“Yesterday we had I’d 
say eight people building 
boxes,” Christie said. “We 
had a hockey team of kids 
and parents doing food. 
We had a girls hockey team 
bringing in all the presents 
in their trucks and trail-
ers. Then we have 30 here 
today and then tomorrow 
it’s two shifts of probably 
18 wrapping. The food sort-
ers, there are probably 40. 
It just goes on and on. It’s 
amazing.”

Now in her 14th year 
of running the Christmas 
hamper program, she says 
the donations reflect grow-
ing support.

“The quality of toys has 
increased. The amount of 
food from the door-to-door 
food drive has increased. 

Goodwill: WCS hamper program brightens the holidays
froM | cOvEr

It’s been generous from 
day-one,” Christie said.

One of the most reward-
ing parts of the hampers 
is deciding which gifts 
go where. They ask the 
parents to provide a list 
of interests for each child, 
so that, for example, a girl 

with a pixie cut doesn’t end 
up with a bunch of hair ac-
cessories she can’t use.

“They call in and they 
tell us what the child 
wants, cars and tractors, 
educational games, dolls, 
soft blankets,” Christie 
said. “They can be really 
specific because we ask 
them to. We encourage 
them to be specific and not 
be shy because then we’re 
here going, ‘What do we 
give them?’”

She continued, “We 
know they’re a female, 
10, that could mean a lot 
of things. If they tell us 
they’re crafty or they’re 
artsy or they like science 
or they’re a book reader or 
they’re a Barbie person, 
then we can find that in 
there.”

This attention to detail 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of 
Wellesley will be reviewing the DRAFT municipal 
budget for the year 2015, with the intent to pass a 
By-law to adopt a budget pursuant to Section 290 of 
the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. The public 
consultation meetings for the 2015 budget will be 
held at 
The Township of Wellesley Municipal Of�ce, 4639 
Lobsinger Line, Crosshill on 
January 6th and January 8th, 2015 starting at 
9:00 a.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m.
An additional consultation meeting (if required) will be 
held on January 13, 2015. Should you wish to attend 
the January 6th or 8th meeting or if you require further 
details or information, please contact 
Theresa Bisch, Township of Wellesley at 
(519) 699-3954 or email: tbisch@wellesley.ca

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS
OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY
Budget Consultation Notice

makes it much more fun 
for the volunteers because 
they get a sense of the 
child.

She said when parents 
sign up for the program 
she tells them to wait until 
they get the hamper before 
they go shopping for their 
kids. While they want to 
participate and buy their 
children something special, 
the community has always 
been generous when donat-
ing and what they’re plan-
ning to get might already 
be in the hamper.

Christie adds the fami-
lies will get a comfortable 
Christmas, not overly ex-
travagant, but certainly not 
stingy.

 “Every kid deserves a 
Christmas, and every par-
ent deserves to be able to 
give that.”

Rows and rows of toys and other gifts waited to be wrapped and handed out to some 150 families as part of Woolwich Community Services’ 
Christmas hamper program. [whitney neilson / the observer]

winters aren’t what they 
used to be, even though 
last year’s was a real excep-
tion,” Phillips said. “There’s 
also more pavement now 
and more people and more 
cars. If we could just move 
Christmas back a month, 
the chances of snow would 
shoot right up, but as it is, 
the holiday occurs less than 
a week after winter offi-

weaTher: Let it snow, let it 
snow, let it snow? Well, maybe
froM | 3 cially begins and this time 

of the year you can be as-
saulted by warm rains and 
melting temperatures or 
big dumps of snow. It is still 
about a month or so from 
what we call the dog days of 
winter at the end of January 
when the coldest tempera-
tures arrive.”

So if you are really set on 
a festive sleigh ride to cel-
ebrate Christmas, perhaps 
consider moving to Buffalo.

There’s GoTTa be a Tree

Eager Beaver Keira Maxwell was on hand to help sell Christmas trees for the Elmira Scouts at 
Gore Park on Dec. 17. [whitney neilson / the observer]
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Pre-cooked
Cabbage Rolls

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 29TH – January 3RD

Fresh

Store Made Bulk

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Reg. or Hot
Pepperettes

$4.49
REG $4.99/lb SL

IC
ED

REG $5.49/lbPI
EC

E $4.79 $7.99
Your New Year’s 

House Party starts 
with a visit to 
Stemmlers!

Store Made Regular or Garlick

Breakfast
Sausage

New York 
Striploin Steaks

Peameal 
Back Bacon

REG. PRICE
$12.99 /lb

$10.99 $3.29 REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$8.99 ea.

$4.39
REG $4.89/lb TR

AY
 O

F 1
6

REG $4.49/lb

$3.99NEW LOCATION
7453 Wellington Rd. 18

519-846-9085

www.dkcustomwelding.com

Visit us on Facebook 
for our latest projects... 

“DK custom welding and design”

Aluminum, Stainless, Carbon Steel 
for Home & Automotive.

Custom Automotive Upgrades & Accessories 

In House and On Site Welding
 Laser Cutting

Custom Fabrication Custom Bumpers

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. JAN. 3 @ 1:30 - 3:30pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges  
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$32.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

Strawberries, Melting moments, Date pinwheel, 
Squares, Carmel toffee, Midnight mint, Date, 
Raspberry layer, Neopolitin.

Turkeys, chicken whole or 
breasts, drumsticks, wings.

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

CHRISTMAS AT WINROE GARDENS
Fruit Cakes, Dark - light, Minced meat pies (real 
mince), Tourtiére, Meat pies, Fruit pies, Butter 
Tarts, Cookies, Gingerbread, Shortbread, 
Sugar Cookies, Rum balls, Peanut Butter 
Balls, Almond Crescents, Coffee waffers, 
Peanut Butter Logs, Raspberry Ribbons, 

Buttery Chipit cups.

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

iT’s a maGiCal ChrisTmas Tyme iN wellesley

Despite the chilly weather, plenty of children and parents alike came out to see the annual Wellesley Christmas Tyme parade on Dec. 12. Some of the participants included the Waterloo County Shrine Club Oriental Band (top left) and Wellesley Idol winner Ben Cottrill (bottom left). 
[whitney neilson / the observer]
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VOISIN

Thank You for letting us serve you 

this year. We look forward to an 

even better 2015! All the best!

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CLOSED

December 25, 26 & 27

& January 1, 2015 

361 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  www.voisinchrysler.com  |  519-669-2831

Impaired Driving Laws
Driving impaired or with more than 80 milligrams 
of alcohol in 100 milliliters of blood (.08) is an 
offence under the Criminal Code. Even if your 
blood alcohol concentration is less than .08, 
you can still be charged with impaired driving 
under the Criminal Code.

You will receive an immediate 90-day 
administrative driver’s licence suspension if 
your blood-alcohol concentration is more than 
.08, or if you fail or refuse to provide a breath 
or bodily fluid sample, perform a physical co-
ordination test or submit to an evaluation. You will also 
be subject to an immediate seven-day vehicle impoundment.

If you register a BAC from .05 to .08 (known as the “warn range”), you will receive an immediate 
driver’s licence suspension. For a first occurrence, you will be suspended for three days. For a second 

occurrence in a five-year period, you will be 
immediately suspended for seven days and you 
must undergo a remedial alcohol-education 
program. For a third or subsequent time in 
a five year period, you will be immediately 
suspended for 30 days and you must undergo a 
remedial alcohol-treatment program and have 
an ignition interlock condition placed on your 
licence for six months.PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   

“Proud to be part of the community.” 390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

 60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

www.ccc-group.com
 

Sulphur Products

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties
Turkeys - Ducks - Geese

Ready-to-lay-pullets

DON’T DRINK & DRIVE
CELEBRATE RESPONSIBLY

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors
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the view froM here

world view / gwynne dyer

world
affairs

our view / editorial

doNNa rudy
SALES MANAGEr
sCoTT barber
rEPOrTEr
whiTNey NeilsoN
rEPOrTEr

PaTriCk merlihaN
PrODUcTION MANAGEr
Jake sTallard
GrAPHIc DESIGN

THE sEcuLarizaTion of cHrisTmas 
typically arises in discussions about how com-
mercialized the holiday has become. 

Christmas, many of us exclaim, is now more about Santa 
Claus than it is Jesus Christ. Some of us bemoan the ten-
dency to take the “Christ” out of Christmas.

However, it’s mostly Christians, even those nominally so, 
who’ve managed to make Christmas what it is today.

Facets of the holiday we embrace as traditions have little 
or nothing to do with religion. Holly, mistletoe, and Christ-
mas trees are all pagan symbols from winter religious festi-
vals that were likely appropriated by Christianity in order to 
make conversion easier. Even the date, Dec. 25, has more to 
do with the solstice and age-old longest-night festivals than 
it does with the actual birth date of Christ, which biblical 
scholars place at various times of the year. 

The date may have been adopted as a Christian substitute 
to the Roman festival Saturnalia in the third century. Sat-
urnalia was celebrated as the Feast of Sun and was actually 
considered the birth date of the Sun God of the Romans.

While Santa Claus is partially a Christian figure – Saint 
Nicholas – he incorporates significant pagan and secular el-
ements. Gift-giving, traditional Christmas foods, and many 
other elements also have nothing to do with Christianity.

Historically, Christmas was the centerpiece in a range of 
religious observances that stretched from the fall (Mich-
aelmas) through to early February (Candlemas). Most have 
fallen by the wayside. Candlemas (the Feast of the Presenta-
tion of Jesus at the Temple, Feb. 2), for instance, has been 
“replaced” by Groundhog Day. Where we once celebrated 
the 12 days of Christmas, carrying right through to the 
Epiphany, the holy-days are done once Boxing Day frenzy 
kicks in.

In that light, the tree in your living room, the wreath on 
your door and the cards in your mailbox are all secular in 
origin.

Even the popular sentiment of peace on Earth and good-
will toward men is not exclusive to Christmas or even the 
religion itself. The same is true of the most warming aspect 
of the holiday: time spent with family and friends in the 
spirit of fellowship.

None of which takes away from Christmas. Nor should 
these facts bolster the cause of those who, for reasons of 
political correctness or misguided multiculturalism, would 
try to downplay the yuletide season. Christmas has evolved 
over the years precisely to be inclusive, and remains so 
today. Whether you’re in it for the gifts, the goodwill or the 
piety, Christmas has you covered.

Those who complain about the Christ in Christmas are 
missing the point: it’s really an inclusive holiday, one that’s 
easily adapted to fit the individual.

Of course, Christmas has become highly commercialized 
– some of the symbols we use today were in fact created by 
marketers (the image of Santa Claus developed by Coca-
Cola, or Rudolph the Montgomery Ward Reindeer) – almost 
to the point of overkill. But there has always been some-
thing – a feeling in the air perhaps – that made the season 
lift the spirits beyond anything the so-called greeting-card 
holidays could ever do for us. That feeling of warmth and 
goodwill, no matter your take on Christmas, is tangible.

Of all the holidays on the calendar, none compares to 
Christmas. It’s certainly no mere greeting card holiday; it 
comes with its own magic. Rather than fretting about what 
it’s become – a subjective take, at best – maybe we should 
just enjoy the season, observing it as we see fit and holding 
on to our own traditions. 

Enjoy the holiday 
in whatever way 
suits your taste

saint nicholas (also 
known as Santa Claus, 
Kris Kringle or Father 
Christmas) has had to 
put up with a lot over the 
years. After the latest 
blow, he may not show up 
at all next week.

First they decided that 
he had to reside at the 
North Pole, where the 
temperature often falls to 
50 degrees below zero and 
there are several months 
of complete darkness each 
year just when the work-
load peaks. The south 
coast of what is now Tur-
key, where St. Nick origi-
nally lived and worked, 
was much nicer.

Then in a series of ads 
in the 1930s the Coca-Cola 
Company crystallised his 
image as a fat old man 
wearing clothes that are 
frankly a fashion disas-
ter. And now, as a final 
indignity, they are trying 
to make him a Danish 
citizen.

On Monday, Denmark 
submitted documents 
claiming the North Pole 

Santa faces the prospect of becoming a Danish citizen
as Danish territory  (since 
the Danish kingdom in-
cludes Greenland). It was 
a “historic and important 
milestone” for Denmark, 
said Foreign Minister Mar-
tin Lidegaard. It was also 
provocative and pointless, 
but he forgot to mention 
that.

The Danish govern-
ment does not actually 
want or need the North 
Pole, and does not imag-
ine that it would derive 
any practical benefit 
from “owning” it. It is 
just responding  to the 
equally baseless Cana-
dian declaration last 
December that the North 
Pole is sovereign Cana-
dian territory, or at least 
that the seabed 4,000 
metres beneath it is.

The way that claim 
came about is quite in-
structive. Canada has a 
huge archipelago of Arctic 
islands, and for years Ca-
nadian government scien-
tists have been gathering 
evidence to support a Ca-
nadian claim to exclusive 
economic rights over the 
seabed of the Arctic Ocean 
adjacent to those islands. 
All five countries that bor-
der the Arctic Ocean have 
been preparing similar 

claims to the seabed off 
their own coasts.

Until last December, 
Canada made no claim to 
the North Pole. It was only 
days before the country 
was due to submit its final 
claim to the UN Commis-
sion on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf that 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s government fi-
nally woke up.

The claim wasn’t in 
the original submission 
because Canada has no 
real case in international 
law. Even if the Commis-
sion ends up accepting 
the contention by Russia, 
Canada and Denmark (on 
behalf of its Greenland 
territory) that the under-
water Lomonosov Ridge 
extends their respective 
bits of the continental 
shelf into the central Arc-
tic Ocean, the principle 
of “equidistance” would 
give the North Pole itself 
to the Danes or the Rus-
sians.

For the past nine years 
Prime Minister Harper has 
travelled to the Canadian 
Arctic every summer to 
give the Canadian media 
a “photo op.” He prom-
ises new ice-breakers and 
an Arctic naval base, he 

stands on a submarine 
as fighters fly overhead, 
he sits in the cockpit of a 
Canadian F-18, he shoots a 
rifle in a military exercise 
– every year a new image 
of him personally defend-
ing Canadian sovereignty 
from some unspecified 
threat.

There is no threat to 
Canadian territory, of 
course, and even in terms 
of seabed rights Canada’s 
only serious dispute is 
with the United States 
(over a bit of seabed 
north of the Yukon-Alas-
ka border in the Beaufort 
Sea). But Harper’s pose as 
the staunch defender of 
Canadian “rights” serves 
his conservative, nation-
alist agenda and plays 
well with the Canadian 
media.

So when Harper’s min-
ions belatedly realized 
that the government’s 
scientists and civil ser-
vants had not included 
the North Pole in Canada’s 
claim to the Commis-
sion, Harper slammed the 
brakes on and demanded 
that they rewrite it. He 
will have been told by the 
experts that Canada has 

dyer | 8

 “Merry Christmas, Charlie Brown ... and all of our readers, too!”
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This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic
announcement is brought to you by

these community-minded businesses

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.bloodservices.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, January 2nd, 2015 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm
at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323 

Branson’s new line of UTV’s is now available 
at MAR•LINE. Call us for more details!  
UTV FEATURES INCLUDE:  

  60 horsepower engine
Fully automatic transmission 

  2 Seat or 4 seat models 
Red or Camo exterior finish

  Hydraulic brake system
   Electronic ignition

  Shaft drive front/rear
  Electronic dump bed
  Dual fan cooling system

Also 
see our full line 

of Branson Tractors 
from 24 to 80 hp

As we celebrate the 
birth of Christ, we 

wish everyone a joyous 
season and a very 
Happy New Year!

~ Leroy and Donna Martin

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

their view / question of the week

What’s your favourite holiday tradition?

“My favourite thing about Christmas is that me 
and my family we get to hand out presents.”

 » Gianni Fiorillo

“Secret Santa.”

 » Leah Brito

“Putting up my Christmas tree.”

 » Noelle Jonker

“Decorating the tree because it’s fun to get the 
family all in one place having a good time 
together.”

 » Jamie Crawford

“I like taking pictures with my family. We do 
that after we decorate the tree.”

 » Gabby Kavanagh

no legal case – but he also 
knows that by the time 
that becomes clear to the 
public, many years from 
now, he will no longer be 
in office.

Canada didn’t sub-
mit its final claim last 
December after all. The 
poor boffins in Ottawa 
are struggling to refor-
mulate it to include the 
North Pole, while Harper 
trumpets his determina-
tion to protect Canadian 

“rights.” And the Danes, 
who were previously will-
ing to let sleeping dogs 
lie, have now responded 
by making their own 
rather more plausible 
claim.

The Russians may be 
next. President Vladi-
mir Putin also likes to 
be photographed in the 
Arctic, surrounded by 
military kit and bravely 
defending Russian sover-
eignty. It’s getting ridicu-
lous – but might it also 
be getting out of hand?

Probably not. There 
has been much loose talk 
about allegedly huge re-
serves of oil and gas un-
der the Arctic seabed, but 
not much actual drilling 
is likely to happen in the 
challenging conditions 
of the Arctic Ocean when 
the oil price is below $80 
per barrel. (It’s currently 
in the mid-$50s, and will 
probably be down there 
for a long time.)

There’s really nothing 
else up there that’s worth 
fighting over.

dyer: There’s a whole lot of international 
posturing going on over the North Pole
froM | 7
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SAVING ENERGY IS 
ALWAYS A BRIGHT IDEA.
Upgrade to new LED lighting with saveonenergy  

incentives to shorten payback periods, reduce  

maintenance costs, and cut operating costs.  

Register today for your incentive at  
saveonenergy.ca/LED

LED LIGHTING

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at 
saveonenergy.ca. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority 
and offered by Cambridge and North Dumfries Hydro Inc., 
Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Inc. and Waterloo North Hydro Inc. 
Subject to change without notice. OMOfficial Mark of the 
Ontario Power Authority.

Carolers fill The bridGe wiTh seasoNal musiC

The Grand Harmony Chorus lent their voices to the annual carol sing at West Montrose Covered Bridge on Dec. 15. [whitney neilson / the observer]

o ChrisTmas Tree ...

Riverside Public School students sang carols decked out as sparkling Christmas trees Dec. 17 
during the  annual holiday concert.  [scott barber / the observer]
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Meet 
the Team

OPEN HOUSE
Join the North Waterloo Veterinary Hospital team as they 
introduce two new faces - Rachel, our registered veterinary 
technician, and Jill, our receptionist.

Date: Saturday, January 3rd 2015 from 10 am to 1 pm.

There will be a hospital tour, light refreshments, and take home 
items for your pets.

We welcome new patients.

5 Dunke Street North, Elmira, ON  |  519-669-2901  |  nwvethospital.com

Since 1929

Darts
Dart Boards
and Accessories

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener | 519-745-4053
Mon-Fri 10:30 - 6 | Sat 11 - 4

www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Deadline for submission
January 6, 2015 

EMAIL PHOTOS & CAPTION INFORMATION TO:  ADS@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM

Last Name,

First Name

Birth Date  |  Town

Parents Names

+hst
$40

Full colour photo of your little one 
published on January 10, 2015.

BOOK
EARLY!

somewhere between 
digesting far too much 
turkey dinner and starting 
off a new year with far too 
much bubbly falls another 
holiday tradition: The 
Nutcracker ballet, which 
makes its usual Christmas 

Ballet captures the magic of the season
Now an annual tradition, Ballet Jörgen brings its Canadiana-filled version of the Nutcracker to the Centre In The Square

sTeVe kaNNoN week stop at Kitchener’s 
Centre In The Square Dec. 
28.

Having been well re-
ceived since its introduc-
tion in 2008, the Ballet 
Jörgen production is set 
against a backdrop fea-
turing the artistry of the 
Group of Seven. Those 

world-famous images of 
the rural north make this 
a distinctly Canadian 
version of the tra-
ditional Christmas 
favourite.

“It’s the traditional 
Nutcracker story, but 
set in a Canadian con-
text,” explains Bengt Jör-
gen, artistic director of 
the Toronto-based 
company, noting 
the tale is versa-
tile enough to be 
adapted, in this 
case moving 
from its German 
setting to the 
lakefront areas 
that inspired the 
artists who be-
came the Group 
of Seven. Klara 
and the Nut-
cracker Prince 
are still front 
and center, but 
inhabit a world that 
includes a wintry 
schoolhouse in Bis-
set, Ontario (a locale used 
by the artists) and the wet-
lands of Algonquin Park. 
It’s a Canadian landscape 
filled with snowflakes, 
Mounties, and charming 
woodland creatures.

Choreographed by Jör-
gen to Tchaikovsky’s fa-
miliar score, this distinctly 
Canuck adaptation evolved 
from a collaboration with 
the McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection, which has 
allowed three of the great 
20th century Canadian 
landscape artists to be fea-
tured: Franklin Carmichael 
(Church and Houses at Bis-
set, 1931), Tom Thomson 
(Snow in the Woods, 1916) 
and L.L. FitzGerald (Trees 
and Wildflowers, 1922). 

In addition to the tradi-
tional Nutcracker charac-
ters, this version has added 
loons, birches, dragonflies, 
beavers and squirrels, 
among others.

“We wanted to make 

sure that we could talk a bit 
about Canada,” said Jörgen 
of his adaptation, noting 
the Nutcracker story is 
variable, subjected to many 
changes over the years 
given that it’s not based on 
a specific book or estab-
lished canon. “You get a 
frame, and you get to paint 
your own picture.”

Using the works of the 
Group of Seven as a back-
drop was a way of Cana-
dianizing the tale. The fa-
mous artists were creating 
at a time when Canada was 
developing its own identity 
away from Europe.

“They are tremendous 
images of Canada, and we 
try to make the ballet come 
alive within these pic-
tures,” he explained.

“My goal in creating this 
production was to recreate 
the Nutcracker so it would 
fit in a Canadian context 
but still tell the basic Nut-
cracker story. It evolved 
from our old Nutcracker 

production which was very 
traditional, set in an upper 
middle class household in 
Europe. By setting our new 
production in a small rural 
community in Ontario, I 
was able to connect the 
production to a more inter-
esting set of characters and 
also firmly anchor it in our 
own heritage.”

That aspect of the show 
takes on an extra impor-
tance given that The Nut-
cracker is a family favou-
rite, often the first ballet 
young people are exposed 
to.

“This ballet ... is a way to 
introduce young people to 
a great story,” said Jörgen.

Now an annual tradition 
in the area, the produc-
tion regularly sees tweaks 
– watch for a member of 
Kitchener council, for in-
stance, in the battle scene. 
There’s also an expanded 
cast of creatures.

“We always upgrade the 
production each year.”

Returning this year is 
live music courtesy of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Sym-
phony – “I’m really excited 
about it because it brings 
another level of enjoyment 
to the show.”

The symphonic sound 
adds to what Jörgen’s ad-
aptation provides in the 
way of a more cohesive 
Nutcracker story that car-
ries through the entire per-
formance.

As with past years, Ballet 
Jörgen also offers young 
dancers a chance to take 
part in the presentation, 
recognizing how the story 
appeals to kids. 

The Nutcracker dances 
on stage for two perfor-
mances December 28 (2 
and 7 p.m.) at the Centre 
In The Square. Tickets are 
$27-$77 for adults, $17-$77 
for children, available from 
the box office by calling 
519-578-1570 or online at 
www.centreinthesquare.
com.

The Ballet Jörgen production of the Nutcracker, a holiday tradition, takes to the 
stage for two shows on Dec. 28. [submitted]
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STORE HOURS: Mon.-Wed.  9-6, Thurs & Fri.  9-8, Sat. 9-5:00

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.

519-669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

WE ARE OFFERING A DISCOUNT
EQUIVALENT TO THE TAXES ON
ALL REGULAR PRICED, IN-STOCK

MERCHANDISE FROM DEC. 27-31! 

ENJOY YOUR TAX HOLIDAY!

Thursday
Dec. 26

to
Saturday

Jan. 3

Open 
Boxing Day

9am-4:30pm 

W.C. BROWN & SONSW.C. BROWN & SONS
Uptown Elmira | 519-669-1152

www.BrownsMenswear.com

Sunday
Dec. 28
12-4pm 

Mon. - Wed. 9-6pm  | Thur. - Fri 9-8pm | Sat. 9-5pm

Year End SaleYear End Sale

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

H
ou

rs
: 

Quality & Value Since 1995

Gala Gold
Carpet Pad

With purchase of carpet for installation in 2015

With purchase of any carpet remnant

FREE
FREE Binding

3rd

Laminate
Special Buy!

Press Lock
Woodgrain

Snaplock

Paint Sale!

on 12.3mm $165/sf

SALE PRICED at:

$299
/sf

January 10, 2015January 10, 2015
Choice of SICO Evolution, Cashmere or Chamois
Buy Get

The Free2
3.78L

CAN

Ideal for basements & bedrooms

We Deliver!

PHONE:

519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S.

Holiday
Hours

Holiday
Hours
December 24
Closing at 6 p.m.

Boxing Day December 26, 10-5pm
Re-opening December 27 at 7 a.m.

December 31
Closing at 6 p.m.

Re-opening January 2 at 7 a.m.

MORE DEALS IN STORE DURING

FIND THEM IN THESE
LOCAL BUSINESSES
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DR. ANH LE   |   DR. LINDA VO   |   DR. GREGORY MASON
77 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  |  PH. 519-669-1577

w w w . a r t h u r s t r e e t d e n t a l . c a

We thank you for a successful 2014. We are privileged to 
be entrusted with your dental care. See you in 2015!

for 2015for 2015
BEST WISHESBEST WISHES

The Elmira District 
secondary School boys’ 
and girls’ hockey teams are 
off to strong starts to their 
seasons. 

The girls, traditionally 
a powerhouse in Waterloo 
County Secondary School 
Athletic Association action, 
are at it again this year. 

With a 6-0-2 record, they 
sit atop the standings.

“It’s one of those teams 
that always seems to do 
well,” coach Steve Karn 
said. “We were trying to 
figure out the last time we 
lost a regular season game, 
and you’ve got to go back 
a long ways. Last year 
we played all 12 regular-
season games and never 

lost and won the (WC-
SSAA) champion-

ship.”
While a 

num- ber of 
key players 
from last year’s 
squad graduated, 
the team remains very 
talented, Karn said.

“We’ve got a good core 
group of players and we are 
very solid from the goal-
tending, the defense and 
we have three good lines. 
We’ll give anybody a good 
run, that’s for sure.”

The boys’ team is off to a 

EDSS 
hockey 
off to a 
strong 
start
Both the boys’ and 
girls’ squads have 
records that put them 
among the top teams, 
with playoffs 
in their sights

sCoTT barber

5-2-1 start, good enough for 
third place in their pool.

“We as coaches are 
very pleased,” coach Dave 
Munro said. “We have got-
ten off to a 5-2-1 start and 
the one loss was a one-goal 
game against a very good 
(Sir John A. Macdonald 
Secondary School) team, 
which could have gone 
either way. Our goaltend-
ing has been excellent this 
season with both goalies 
playing outstanding when 
they get the start.  Our of-
fense has been efficient so 
far, scoring 18 goals 
in the first five 

games. Defen-
sively we have 

been sound, only 
giving up seven goals over 
that five-game span. Our 
returning players have 
done a great job leader-
ship-wise on and off of the 
ice, and the new players 
have fit in very well.”

They’ve got a good shot 
at making a deep run this 

season, he added.
“Overall our best asset 

as a team is our work ethic. 
We are a tough team to play 
against because we work 
hard for three periods and 
are disciplined in our posi-
tioning and systems. As a 
coaching staff we are very 
pleased with our success 
thus far in the season and 
we hope to continue our 
winning ways throughout 
the second half of the sea-
son.  Our goal is to finish 
with a record that allows 
us to have a home playoff 
game in the first round of 
the playoffs and from there 
once we are in, anything 
can happen.”

After the holiday break, 
the boys will take on 
Bluevale Collegiate Insti-
tute at 3 p.m. Jan. 6 at the 
Moses Springer Commu-
nity Centre in Waterloo. 

The girls will square off 
with Preston High School 
at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 7 on home 
ice. 

The EDSS girls’ squad trounced Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School 12-2 Dec. 10 on home ice with goals by Megan Chapman (4), 
Megan Martin (2), Tegan Schaus, Emily Schurmans, Kacie Martin and Taylor Rempel.  [scott barber / the observer]
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLInE:
thurSDAyS by 10Am

ADDrESS
20-b ArTHUr ST. N., 
ELmIrA, ON N3b 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PhonE 519.669.5790  |  toLL FrEE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAx 519.669.5753  |  onLInE WWW.ObSErvErxTrA.cOm

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 ExT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAy ADS
519.669.5790 ExT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

rESIDEntIAL CoSt
$7.50 /20 WOrDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

CommErCIAL CoSt
$12.00 /20 WOrDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACIng A CLASSIFIED WorD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FOR 
OPTIMUM 

ADVERTISING 
RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com 100% LOCAL

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, family 
owned and operated feed company serving livestock and 
poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

MAINTENANCE / MILLWRIGHT 
WORKER

We are currently recruiting for a highly motivated and 
professional individual for the role of Maintenance 
Millwright. This is a fulltime day position with responsi-
bility for after hours on call and some weekends. 
Responsibilities will include General maintenance and 
repairs throughout the plant

The successful applicant will have

• 1-3 years millwrighting / maintenance experience
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Experience in feed manufacturing facility is an asset
• Ability to develop effective work relationships with 

co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively with 

customers.
• Live within 35 kms of Floradale

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in providing 
the finest in quality feeds and service to our customers in 
the livestock and poultry industries. Therefore, a 
background in agriculture is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to: 

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com GIVE  
THE
GIfT  
Of 
LOCAL
NEWS  
fROM
HOME.
send yOuR 
Out-OF-the-aRea 
Family the giFt 
OF hOme FOR the 
hOlidays?

Only $35/year
within canada

ORdeR at:
519.669.5790
ext 104

HELP WANTED

JOB OPENING: 

WOODWORKING 
CRAFTSMAN

Chervin Custom Woodworks Inc. is a leading 
manufacturer of high quality hotel furniture and 
custom kitchen cabinets located on the edge of 
Waterloo in the town of Hawkesville. They are 
in need of qualified woodworking machinist, 
assemblers and finishers. We are looking for 
individuals that have a keen interest in 
woodworking and craftsmanship skill and a 
strong desire to increase this skill. The successful 
candidate will also need to exhibit excellent 
interpersonal and team-building skills. 

To apply for this position please respond with 
your resume and references to  

humanresources@chervin.ca or call 
519-699-5661

Please contact us at
519-669-5219

We have an 
immediate

opening for a 
class AZ driver. 

• Ontario only
• No weekends or nights

• Competitive wages
• Benefits

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

Craft Classes after school 
for kids grades 2-6. Register 
now for Jan/Feb session. 
Tuesdays in St. Jacobs, 
Wednesdays in Elmira. 
Theme is “Treasures”. 226-
791-4067 or email carol@
seeingsquared.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWeN tHeraPY YOur 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

REAL ESTATE

HOuse fOr sale by owner. 
34 Aspen Crescent Elmira, 3 
bedrooms, 1 full bathroom 
(2009), eat in kitchen with 
oak floors, new breaker 
panel (2013), roof (2007), 
includes 4 appliances. Call 
226-972-4555. Possession 
immediately. $277,900. 
tech35no@yahoo.ca

Breslau Ps students driven tO cOllect fOOd

Getting into the spirit of Christmas giving, Mrs. Donaldson’s Grade 3 class took part in a food drive at Breslau Public School this month.   [Submitted]
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WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

WE FIX
SLIPPERY

WHEN WET

BATHTUBS, CERAMIC AND 
PORCELAIN TILE BRICK, 
TERRAZZO AND OTHER 
SURFACES GUARANTEED, 
INVISIBLE, AND COST EFFECTIVE

For more info email noslipperyfloors@gmail.com
or call 519-588-7413 | theredwolfcompany.com

Propellant 49
The best ice and snow 
melter on the Planet. 

Safe for trees and 
plants, will not rust, 

corrode or stain. 
No residue. Continues 
past -50°C and keeps 
melting 36 hours after 

being applied.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBserver service directOry

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other
special offers or coupons.

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBserver service directOry

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira
Serving the community for 25 years

Custom Window
Coverings

Latest Styles
of

Window Blinds
and

Custom Drapery

At competitive pricing

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods
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real estate listinGs

Elmira@royallepage.ca 

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Monique Roes
Sales Representative

Shanna Rozema
Broker

Marilyn Curry
Admin.

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

2014

YOUR “LOCAL” COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

www.elmirahomes.ca www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Pass the Nicest People in the World! At this holiday season there is no more 
appropirate time to say “�ank You” and express to you and yours every 

happiness for this beautiful season and throughout the coming year.

�rough these doors...
From Everyone At Elmira Real Estate Services

AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!

ONE OF A KIND 
$899,000 MOOREFIELD Perfect for the hobbyist or nature 
lover. Private 2 acre setting with Spring fed pond & 20’x16’ 
barn. 3812 SQ.FT Fieldstone home, 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 
Pine kitchen with granite counters, Fieldston F/P, wrap 
around porch, oversized dbl car garage w/walk-down. MLS

BUNGALOW ON 1 ACRE
$604,900 LINWOOD Absolutely beautiful setting, custom 
bungalow with finished basement, 2+2 bedrooms, custom 
cherry kitchen, open concept layout with 9’ ceilings, main 
floor master & laundry, large rec room, bedrooms & spa 
bath plus walk-up to the TRIPLE car garage. MLS

SOLID BRICK BUNGALOW
$314,900 DRAYTON What a great opportunity to own a large 
lot - 108’ frontage, detached shop with hydro & woodworking 
tools, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom bungalow, all season sunroom 
addition with gas fireplace, bright kitchen w/appliances, 
roof/2013, main floor laundry, dbl garage & driveway. MLS

DRAYTON RIDGE  |  PHASE 2 UNDER CONSTRUCTION

ALL OFFER: Double car garage and driveway, main floor master with ensuite, ceramic & 
hardwood floor, gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen with island, walkout to rear yard, main 
floor laundry + much more.  EXCLUSIVE

BONUS $10
,000 in

 

FREE UPGRADES!

until 
Jan

uary
 31

, 20
15

PRE-SELLING 5 UNIT 
TOWNHOME
Priced From $322,900 Starting 
at 1424 Sq.ft - Three Bungalow 
Plans & Two Bungalow Loft 
Plans Available

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

New Price | Milverton | $245,000
Great location for this spacious and bright bungalow with walkout on lower level, 
upper deck, attached garage. MLS Call Dale.

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and lines, 
insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $369,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Compare | $424,000
Custom built bungalow on a large lot. Covered deck, 3 gas fireplaces, vaulted 
and coffered ceilings, wired for sound, hard wood and ceramic flooring, granite 
counters,  arches, pillars, and much more. MLS Call Dale.

COUNTRY | $432,000
Just what you've always wanted. 2.95 acres with bush at front and a swimming 
pond at rear. On a paved road central to Harriston, Mount Forest, Kenilworth, 
Drayton. Custom built bungalow with impressive front entrance, high ceilings, 
fireplace, loads of windows, 2 walk outs to huge back deck, walk up from 
basement and more. A great place to raise a family. MLS Call Dale.

NEW LISTING Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 
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Happy 17th Birthday!

Cassandra,
Keep Calm, Study on

and dream big!
Love, Mom & Dad, Nicole, Colin

Birthday

family alBum OBserver PuZZle sOlutiOns

FOR OPTIMUM 
ADVERTISING RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

cOmmunity events calendar E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUbMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

Places Of faith | a directOry Of lOcal hOuses Of wOrshiP wheelchair
accessiBle

nursery
PrOvided

sunday
schOOl

hearinG
assisted

Joy! Health Naturally!

Darlene Vandermey RNPA, CLWC
www.myaimstore.com/joyhealthnaturally

519-698-0300

Ion Cleanse Footbath
A special footbath that is a painless and 
efficient way to dissolve toxins in the body.

Weekly Plan for Healthy Living 
Nutrition / Weight Loss
Lose weight the healthy, safe way. 
Easy to do 8 week plan.

DECEMbER 29

free sWimmiNg 1:15 - 3:15 p.m. Woolwich Memorial 
Recreation Centre. Merry Christmas from the 
Woolwich Community Lions Club. 

JANUARY 6

exerCise aNd fall PreveNtiON: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Mobility Aids & Assistive Devices. St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 
3:00 - 4:00, Stand Up to Falls starts right afterwards. 
More information 519-664-1900.

JANUARY 8

exerCise aNd fall PreveNtiON: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Nutrition & Incontinence. St. James Lutheran 
Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 3:00 - 
4:00, Stand Up to Falls starts right afterwards. More 
information 519-664-1900.

NeW HOrizONs WelCOmes all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Speaker: Rob Bakalarczyk, P. Eng. and senior 
project manager - The New Highway 7. Be inspired 
and socialize. $2 per person. 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the 
Maryhill Community Centre. For more information 
call Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@
explorenet.ca 

JANUARY 9

COmmuNitY CaN diNe “WHere the entire community 
comes together to meet and eat. Menu: mac and 
cheese. Hosted at Trinity United Church, Elmira from 
6 - 7:30 p.m. Everyone welcome, pay what you can. 

For more information please contact Kelly at WCS 
519-669-5139.

JANUARY 13

exerCise aNd fall PreveNtiON: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Building Balance at Home & Arthritis. St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 
3:00 - 4:00, Stand Up to Falls starts right afterwards. 
More information 519-664-1900.

JANUARY 15

exerCise aNd fall PreveNtiON: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: How to get up from a Fall and Goal Setting. 
St. James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
Exercises 3:00 - 4:00, Stand Up to Falls starts right 
afterwards. More information 519-664-1900.

fEbRUARY 12 

NeW HOrizONs WelCOmes all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious snack. 
Speaker: Steve Martin form Martin’s Family Fruit Farm 
- Apples to Apples. Be inspired and socialize. $2 per 
person. 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more information call Joan Haid at 519-
648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca 

fEbRUARY 13

COmmuNitY CaN diNe “WHere the entire community 
comes together to meet and eat. Menu: ham and 
scalloped potatoes. Hosted at Trinity United Church, 
Elmira from 6 - 7:30 p.m. Everyone welcome, pay 
what you can. For more information please contact 
Kelly at WCS 519-669-5139.

MARCH 12

NeW HOrizONs WelCOmes all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Speaker: Judy Brisson - from the Wild 
Flower Association in Guelph - Flowers in the Wild. 
Be inspired and socialize. $2 per person. 10 – 11:30 
a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. For more 
information call Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 or email 
at jehaid@explorenet.ca 

APRIL 9

NeW HOrizONs WelCOmes all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Speaker: Marj and Barb from the Alzheimers 
Association - Dialogue on Alzheimers. Be inspired 
and socialize. $2 per person. 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the 
Maryhill Community Centre. For more information 
call Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@
explorenet.ca 

MAY 14

NeW HOrizONs WelCOmes all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Speaker: Ron Cameron - Sleeping Children 
Around the World. Be inspired and socialize. $2 per 
person. 10 – 11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more information call Joan Haid at 519-
648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

start YOur eveNt Out right! List your not-for-profit 
events for all the community to read..

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Speaker: Stefan Konig

Sunday, December 28, 2014
Single Service 

at 11:00 AM

“Remember”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

The Fall of the Kings

Sun., Dec. 28th

11:00 am

Ray Jones
Discovering God Together

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love
Pastor: Richard A. Frey

9:15am Bible Study
10:30am Sunday School

10:30am Worship

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Christmas I

Your Beauty is 
Revealed

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 
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aCrOss
1. Fusion bomb
5. Roger _____
10. Afflictions
15. Operating room
16. “___ rang?”
18. “Fudge!”
19. Agreeing (with)
20. “My boy”
22. 007, for one
24. “Here!”
26. “Gimme ___!” (start of 
an Iowa State cheer)
27. Big bang maker
28. The Beatles’ “___ Leav-
ing Home”
30. Bossy remark?
31. As a result
32. Advil target
34. Allergic reaction
36. Medical research agency
38. To be
39. Leave
40. Cubic decimetre

42. Used as a greeting
43. ___ alia
45. Lambskins
47. Nah
48. Santa ___, Calif.
51. Favor one side?
52. With the result that
53. Hostile correspondence
54. Flexible mineral
55. Objective form of “I”
56. Durable wood
57. Axlike tool
58. Baseball bat wood
59. Get there
60. “If all ___ fails ...”
61. “__ guy”
63. Kitchen meas.
64. One teaspoon, maybe
65. Upon
66. Telekinesis, e.g.
68. Luxurious
70. Fencing sword

dOWN
1. Prisoner
2. O.J.’s vehicle
3. Of me or myself
4. Big cheese
6. Primitive instincts
7. Anita Brookner’s “Hotel 
du ___”
8. Jam
9. “I’m ___ you!”
10. “Humph!”
11. Expressing a point in 
time
12. Wyle of “ER”
13. Lassitude
14. Earthquake
17. Arduous
21. Advanced degree?
23. “Are we there ___?”
25. Imply
29. Bonehead
31. Clothing for extreme 
cold
33. Swelling

35. ___ Master’s Voice
37. “__ girl”
41. Matterhorn, e.g.
43. Absurd
44. Highways
45. Cold potato soup
46. ___-friendly
49. King or queen, e.g.
50. A pint, maybe
51. Sue Grafton’s “___ for 
Lawless”
53. Human immunodefi-
ciency virus
54. “Welcome” site
55. Massachusetts
56. Magnum
62. Available
63. Toronto’s nickname
64. Two beats in each 
measure
67. Break bread
69. Objective male pronoun

OBserver travels

Rotenburg, Germany Ron Hackett doesn’t go on vacation without taking his Observer. Sharing it with 
friends, Ron visited the Weihnachts Markt (Christmas market) in Rotenburg, Germany. 
Taking advantage of the season, Ron visited numerous Christmas markets in Germany, 
but this one was off the beaten track, away from tourist areas.

LOCATION CAPTION

Actually drinking the angels’ share would cause plenty of sleep drunkeness

Q. True or False: “Sleep 
drunkenness” is having 
had too much to drink 
and nodding off into a 
woozy, dreamlike state.
A. False. This sounds plau-
sible but actually reverses 
the true sense of sleep 
drunkenness, “when the 
body beats the brain out of 
bed,” says Laura Sanders in 
“Science News” magazine. 
    Also called “confusional 
arousal,” it’s that hazy 
world of awakening and not 
knowing where you are, or 
having trouble talking, or 
trying to answer the phone 
when the alarm clock rings.

Plenty of people fall into 

sleep drunkenness on a 
regular basis, as reported in 
the journal “Neurology.” 
   By one tally, some 15% 
of Americans have at least 
one of these episodes ev-
ery year -- many suffering 
more than one episode a 
week. “Such episodes were 
linked with other sleep 
problems, anti-depressant 
use and mental illnesses 
such as bipolar disorder or 
panic disorder.”
Q. Babies = babies = 
babies = babies. Fascinat-
ing equation. What’s a 
more conventional way 
to make a similar point, 
and what’s the surpris-
ing reality behind it?
A. “All babies are the 
same” is the title of a recent 
“New Scientist” column. 
While you might assume 
that babies come in all 

shapes and sizes, accord-
ing to new standard growth 
charts, all newborns should 
be broadly the same size, 
regardless of ethnicity or 
Mom’s size. “Nutrition and 
health are the only factors 
that make a difference.”

Standardized charts 
already exist for a child’s 
growth from birth to age 5, 
but now new international 
agreements have emerged 
on fetal development. The 
INTERGROWTH-21st proj-
ect took data from thou-
sands of healthy well-fed 
mothers from the US, UK, 
India, China, Brazil, Oman, 
Kenya and Italy and found 
that under ideal condi-
tions, “all babies grow in 
a similar way and achieve 
a similar size at birth,” 
according to Stephen Ken-
nedy at the University of 

Oxford, who led some of 
the research (“The Lancet,” 
as reported in “New Scien-
tist” magazine).
Q. How do the milks 
we buy at the grocery 
store -- fat-free, 3%, etc. -- 
compare with milk from 
Mom and other mam-
mals such as rhinos, 
naked mole-rats and 
hooded seals?
A. For the sake of science, 
Olav Oftedal of the Smith-
sonian Environmental Re-
sources Center has milked 
bats, bears and hundreds 
of naked mole-rat queens, 
notes Susan Milius of “Sci-
ence News” magazine. The 
mole rats were especially 
intriguing in that “unlike 
nearly every other mam-
mal on earth, the burdens 
of reproduction and milk 
feeding of young are placed 

solely on a single queen 
and are not shared among 
the females of the colony” 
(Smithsonian Science).  
   Amazingly, a colony’s top 
female can give birth to 
more than 900 offspring 
in a lifetime, meeting their 
nursing needs “by produc-
ing about half of her body 
weight in milk each day!” 

Studying the naked mole 
rat’s milk fascinated both 
Oftedal and Wendy Hood 
of Auburn University, who 
determined that in both fat 
and water content it is close 
to that of cows and human 
breast milk at 3-5%, yet it 
is far skinnier than that of 
house mice at 27% and blue 
whales at 41%. Rhinos have 
virtually fat-free milk. And 
some seal milks top 60% 
fat, meaning that they’re 
“something like four times 
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richer than Ben & Jerry’s ice 
cream,” Hood says.

And no, she did not sip 
the milk samples out of 
curiosity: “If I were to taste 
it, that would be that much 
less we’d have to analyze.”
Q. A not-so-sobering 
question: Have you ever 
drunk “the Angels’ Share”?
A. Simply put, no, since 
that’s what distillers call 
the approximate 2% of al-
cohol in a cask that evapo-
rates each year, reports 
“Mental Floss” magazine. 
This figures to about 50 
million liters (53 million 
quarts) of scotch literally 
“gone with the wind.”
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HOLIDAY HOURS:
OFFICE CLOSED DECEMBER 22.
RE-OPENS DECEMBER 29.

As we wind down from the hustle and 
bustle of another year we take 
pleasure in reconnecting with friends, 
focusing on family and experiencing 
all the joys of the holiday season.

We look forward to a busy and 
productive schedule in 2015.

For now, however, it’s time to enjoy 
the Christmas festivities and bask in 
the possibilities of the New Year.

All the best 
of the season 
from all of us 
at the Observer!
Joe Merlihan, Donna Rudy, 
Steve Kannon, Whitney Neilson, 
Scott Barber, Pat Merlihan
and Jake Stallard
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STOREWIDE!

OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR!!

90%
OFF!

UP
 TO

SOURCE FLOORING 1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER      519.742.9188

24” VANITIES
$99

each

plus
no 
tax

PRIMED BASEBOARDS
12mm x 51/4” x 12’ - 99¢ / linear ft

49¢
per linear foot

plus
no 
tax

12’ X 12’ CARPETS
includes FREE underpad

$49
each

plus
no 
tax

HARDWOOD
click engineered handscraped

$199
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

PORCELAIN TILE
13” x 13” | 12” x 24” | 20” x 20”

99¢
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

LEDGESTONE
$199

per square foot

plus
no 
tax

CERAMIC TILE

69¢
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

SOLID HARD MAPLE
 ¾” thick  x 4¼” wide | 2 colours avail.

$199
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

12.3MM LAMINATE
highgloss or handscraped

99¢
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

HEAVY BERBER 

69¢
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

BACKSPLASH
glass or natural stone

$199
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

STRAND WOVEN BAMBOO
15mm thick | Guiness stain

$199
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

PINDOT OR PLUSH

99¢
per square foot

plus
no 
tax

DOORS OPEN AT

FIRST COME FIRST SERVED!
7AM

TO 8PM
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2-DAYS ONLY 
BOXING DAY DEALS!!

FRI. DEC 26 
7AM-8PM

SAT. DEC 27 
9AM-6PM

made in 
canada


