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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!

 

NEED WINTER TIRES?

The pools were emptied at the Woolwich Memorial Centre this week to clear out broken glass from shattered windows. 
There was no alarm system in the recreation facility, which was broken into early January 1. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Vandals run amok in WMC
No alarm system in place at building 
where intruders had free reign 
to create some $100K worth of damage

It’s been a less-than-
happy New Year at the 
Woolwich Memorial Cen-
tre, as the Elmira recreation 
facility is recovering from 
a break-in on the night of 
New Year’s Eve that left 
thousands of dollars worth 
of destruction.

What was damaged 
overnight? “What wasn’t 
damaged?” said Jen-
nifer Horndl, facilities 
supervisor at the WMC. 
Trophy cases, glass pan-
els, computer monitors, 
telephones, and office win-
dows were smashed with 
fire extinguishers. Both 
pools have been drained 
to clear shards of glass 
from the upstairs fitness 
centre window. Damage 
was also incurred to the 
doors of the youth centre, 
and to the glass panels at 
both hockey arenas (with 
the Jim McLeod Memorial 
Arena suffering more than 
the Dan Snyder).

In addition, a fish tank 
in the youth centre was 
smashed, with one fish 
found dead in a pool. Blood 
was spread throughout the 

building.
“We believe the inci-

dent occurred between 
12:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. on 
New Year’s Eve,” said Staff 
Sgt. Shaena Morris of the 
Waterloo Region Police 
Service. “We can’t say how 
long they were in the build-
ing, but we do believe there 
were multiple suspects, 
and detectives are follow-
ing up on several leads 
they’ve received from the 
community.”

The centre was closed on 
Thursday to assess/repair 
damage. Horndl hopes the 
arenas will be open in time 
for this weekend’s hockey 
games, with the pools and 
other facilities re-opened 
within the next week.

“I’ve got a lot of calls and 
emails from people within 
minor hockey asking if they 
can help with the cleanup,” 
said Rob Waters, president 
of Woolwich Minor Hockey. 
“I think a lot of people are 
really outraged at this.

"With the ice storm, we 
had a number of games 
cancelled too. We have 
to have our games in by 
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With 2014 being 
an election year, 
nominations 
are now open

The arrival of 2014 brings with 
it a municipal election year in On-
tario. The nomination period for 
hopefuls – incumbents and challeng-
ers – opened Thursday as business 
resumed following the New Year’s 
holiday.

The process, starting with fil-
ing of papers and then moving into 
campaign mode, will culminate in 
elections on October 27. Some local 
councillors have already committed 
to throwing their hats into the ring. 

Woolwich Ward 3 Coun. Bonnie 
Bryant indicated this week that she’ll 
be running in the election, as will 
Ward 2 Coun. Mark Bauman. 

“I will be filing my nomination pa-
pers in early January,” he said. 

Councillors Allan Poffenroth and 
Julie-Anne Herteis of Ward 1 are 
undecided, and Mayor Todd Cowan 
has not yet given an indication of his 
plans. 

Though it’s early, Wellesley Town-
ship’s councillors are weighing the 
decision as well. 

“At this point if things continue 
the way they are, I am going to [run], 
I find I am enjoying it.” said Coun. 
Shelley Wagner, representing Ward 1. 

“I think that it’s important that 
somebody in my ward represents my 
ward rather than we have no one run 

ELENA MAYSTRUK
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Computers, telephones, windows, trophy 
cases, and an aquarium were smashed 
with fire extinguishers at the WMC. The 
building was closed on Thursday as 
restoration workers from Winmar assessed 
the damage. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira Life and Work School
“ELAWS”

An alternative secondary school program for students of Mennonite background

Information Meeting and Registration
for September 2014

Tuesday, January 14, 2014  7:30 pm
Lions Hall (beside the Woolwich Recreation Complex)

40 South Street West, Elmira
• Students can earn a full grade 12 Ontario Secondary School Diploma
• Flexible structure combines classroom instruction, work and home study
• Technology emphasis with access to EDSS shops
• Computer instruction with supervised internet access

For more information contact: Jeff Martin, 519-669-5414 Ext.480
jeff_martin@wrdsb.on.ca

In case of inclement weather, the information night will take place January 21. 

Call 519 669 5414 ex. 804 to confirm

Let’s Read, Let’s Have Fun! 
Take family literacy to the next level with Let’s 
Read. Each participating family will receive a free 
copy of Snow Day! the 2013 Let’s Read Selection. 
Visit www.letsread.ca for more information.

A Family Literacy Program of the Public Libraries of Waterloo Region

All Let’s Read Programs are FREE and ALL FAMILIES ARE WELCOME!

Sun., Jan. 26
Family Literacy Day at Conestoga Mall
Make your own snowman to take home!
11 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Fri., Jan. 17
PD Day Public Skate at McCormick Arena
2 - 4 p.m. • (Sponsored by the Waterloo Public Library)

Sat., Jan. 11
Toboggan Party at McLennan Park
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Woolwich Memorial Centre | 24 Snyder St S, Elmira

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL FOR THE TOWNSHIP
OF WOOLWICH INVITES YOU TO THE ANNUAL

Join the Mayor 

and Council for 

conversation, 

food and music

SUNDAY JANUARY 5, 2014
1:00-3:00pm

January 6, and if we lose 
another day, we’ll have to 
have scheduling changes,” 
he added.

“We’ve already had a 
restoration company come 
in and I can’t believe the 
progress that’s been made 
overnight,” said Horndl of 

Winmar Property Restora-
tion.

While the doors were 
locked, the $23 million 
centre was not equipped 
with an alarm system or 
security cameras upon its 
2009 opening. There is 
currently no official dam-
age estimate. Mayor Todd 

Cowan has told media that 
a security system will be a 
top priority for the town-
ship’s 2014 budget.

Anyone with any infor-
mation is asked to contact 
the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service at 519-650-8500, ext. 
6399 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

VANDALS: Police following up a number leads, thanks in part to input from the public

FROM | COVER
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A tree split and battered by ice and wind during the storm at Bolender Park in Elmira.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK  / THE OBSERVER]

CATHY DIAMOND
PHARMACIST

FR
EE

DELI
VER

Y

OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

• Compounding

• Compliance Packaging

• Free Blood Pressure
   Check

• Free Blood Glucose
   Monitor & Teaching 

• Ostomy & Home
   Health Care
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Cleanup continues from pre-Christmas ice storm
Woolwich was hit harder than Wellesley, with both townships dealing with second such storm of the year

WILL SLOAN

The lights are back on, 
but there’s still plenty of 
work to be done as Wool-
wich and Wellesley town-
ships continue to deal with 
the ice storm of December 
21.

The storm, which affect-
ed much of southwestern 
Ontario, left thousands of 
residents without power, 
causing Woolwich Town-
ship to declare a state of 
emergency.

“There’s still a lot of 
work to be done in terms of 
cleanup,” said Dan Kennal-
ey, director of engineering 
and planning services for 
Woolwich. “There are a lot 
of branches on township 
property along the roads, 
and a lot of branches hang-
ing up in trees that have 
broken off but haven’t 
fallen to the ground. 
They’re going to have to be 
removed.”

The pre-Christmas crush 
was the region’s second 

major ice storm of 2014 
(the first struck April 12). “I 
think it was probably a lit-
tle bit worse than in April,” 
said Kennaley. “There were 
more branches down, and 
it was quite disheartening 
to see all the damage to the 

trees.”
Woolwich crews will also 

clean up debris on private 
property that residents 
deposit on the curb. “That 
cleanup is certainly going 
to take two weeks, and it 
may actually go longer,” 

said Kennaley on Tuesday.
He added, “How long it 

takes to clean up will be 
dependent on the weather, 
because if our operations 
staff has to plow the roads, 
they won’t be able to clean 
up tree branches as quickly 

and we have someone out-
side of the ward represent-
ing us. I think it’s really 
important that whoever 
runs, runs within their 
ward because I still say 
that you have the best in-
terest at heart of the ward 
you are living in.” 

Coun. Jim Olender, who 
represents Ward 3, con-
firmed his plans to run in 
the October election and 
he’s weighing his options. 

“I know I’m going to 
run but I don’t know what 
I’m going to run for. It de-
pends on what the climate 
is,” he said this week. 

Ward 4 Coun. Paul 
Hergott said on Monday 
he will make a decision 
sometime after January 
2, and Coun. Herb Neher, 

representing Ward 2 is un-
decided as well.  

Wellesley’s Mayor Ross 
Kelterborn isn’t ready to 
comment on his plans 
either, but suggests what 
voters may want from a 
government. 

“In my opinion, when-
ever anybody is thinking 
about the running of a 
municipality they are 
always concerned about 
the wise use of tax dollars, 
you get the most for your 
money. One of the things 
that I always think is that 
municipalities should only 
spend within the means 
of the money that they are 
able to raise. You should 
not overspend based on 
the tax revenue that you 
get.”

Some new candidates 

are springing up already. 
Former Woolwich coun-
cillor (2006-2010) Sandy 
Shantz has submitted her 
papers to run for mayor.

“I thought about [run-
ning] in the  last election 
but I just wasn’t quite in 
the right place personally 
to do that. This time, I feel 
like I can make a differ-
ence and I can offer a dif-
ferent style of leadership 
to the community,” she 
said on Thursday. 

Typically, it’s much fur-
ther along in the year be-
fore papers are filed with 
the municipalities, as the 
campaigning really doesn’t 
get going until much clos-
er to election day. Signs, 
for instance, can’t start 
sprouting up on lawns un-
til September 12.

ELECTION: Some Woolwich and Wellesley 
councillors indicate they’ll run again, but most 
are still weighing options; new mayoral hopeful
FROM | COVER

as we might otherwise be 
able to.”

The impact of the storm 
was not as severe in Welles-
ley, where general manager 
of community services 
Kevin Beggs confirms, “It 
won’t be near the cost it 
was in April as far as clean-
up goes.”

However, he added, 
“There’s lots of cleanup 
yet. … [Crews] made sure 
that all the roadways were 
passable, so everything 
was pushed off into the 
ditches. We also had drop-
off stations in all the vil-
lages so that homeowners 
could take some of the 
brush.”

Beggs estimates that 
branches and other debris 
will be cleaned up slowly 
over the next few weeks; no 
firm date for completion is 
in place. Drop-off stations 
will be running until Janu-
ary 6.

At peak, close to 7,000 
homes in Woolwich were 
without power, with a large 

concentration in Elmira/
Floradale.  Conestogo and 
Bloomingdale were out 
longest, with some houses 
out for as long as 36 hours. 
“[Elmira] had, relative to 
its population, probably 
the most customers out,” 
said Jeff Quint of Waterloo 
North Hydro.

While power has been 
restored across the town-
ships, the townships will 
continue to deal with af-
tereffects. Some 3,233 loca-
tions in Waterloo and east 
Wellesley lost power due to 
a pole fire on Sunday night, 
which Quint attributes to 
lingering ice on lines.

“It’s going to hurt us in 
terms of our budget,” said 
Kennaley. “With budget for 
overtime, these storms are 
very expensive.

“Sometimes it’s not as 
bad as what the forecast 
would seem to indicate,” 
he continued. “In this case, 
I have to give the forecast-
ers their due. … Two in one 
year is remarkable.”

HAVING SOME FROSTY FUN

Frigid temperatures didn’t keep kids from the slopes as New Year’s Eve neared.  Anne-Sophie and Maika Fast-Clarke get a sled ride from 
their mom at Bolender Park. Meanwhile, Jenna Wilson and Nadia Monastyrski are thrilled as they plummet down a snowy hill on December 
31 near the Elmira Golf Club.
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POLICE BLOTTER

D E C E M B E R  1 7 

6:25 PM | A 33-year-old 
Waterloo woman ran her eastbound 
Pontiac off the roadway in the 800 
block of Erbsville Road, hitting a 
guardrail on the south side. She was 
not injured, nor was she charged as 
road conditions were icy at the time.

D E C E M B E R  1 8 

7:46 AM | The driver of a 
Hyundai slid off of the roadway and 
into a ditch due to icy road condi-
tions on Arthur Street North. There 
were no injuries or charges. 

D E C E M B E R  1 9

11:25 AM | An vehicle 
eastbound on South Field Drive ap-
proached the intersection at Union 
Street in Elmira and was struck by a 
second vehicle that made a left turn 

Search called off for boy believed to 
have fallen through ice on Nith River
A five-day-long unsuc-
cessful search for five-
year-old Robbie Reiner of 
New Hamburg was called 
off on Tuesday morning 
after search crews finished 
scouring the Nith River for 
the boy, who went missing 
after leaving his home on 
December 26 at approxi-
mately 4:40 p.m. 

The search teams fo-
cussed on an area in the 
Nith River where foot-
prints lead to a hole in the 
ice, giving the appearance 
that someone had fallen 
through.

Members of the Kitch-
ener Fire Department 
entered the river in an 
attempt to locate the boy 
but were unsuccessful. 
The search was stopped at 

approximately 10 p.m. on 
December 26 due to safety 
concerns for the emergen-
cy responders on scene.

Police along with 
Wilmot and Cambridge 
fire departments returned 
early the next day at 9:30 
a.m. Over the next few 
days an extensive search 
was conducted by Water-
loo Regional Police Service 
along with the assistance 
of area fire departments 
and the Ontario Provincial 
Police dive team. They 
waded through the water 
and searched from above 
for any sign of the boy 
who is believed to have 
fallen through the ice, to 
no avail. Crews stopped 
searching the river on 
Monday. 

in front of it. The driver of the turning 
vehicle had thought there was a stop 
sign for the eastbound vehicle and 
was charged with ‘turn not in safety.’
6:24 PM | A 79-year-old 
Cambridge man was struck and killed 
by a car travelling northbound on 
Arthur Street North, approximately 
half a kilometer north of the King 
Street overpass near St. Jacobs. The 
man’s vehicle had become stuck in 
a ditch after trying to make a U-turn. 
Passersby stopped to help get the 
man’s car out of the ditch, but the 
man then wandered into a lane of 
traffic and was struck by a car. He was 
transported to Grand River Hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead. He 
was later identified as Jose Brasil. The 
driver of the other car suffered minor 
non-life-threatening injuries. Police 
continue to investigate, however al-
cohol does not appear to be a factor.

D E C E M B E R  2 0

5:50 AM | A 19-year-old man 
driving a tractor with a plow blade 
on its front was northbound on 
Woolwich Street in Breslau when he 
lost control on slush and hit a pickup 
truck. The accident was weather-
related and there were no injuries 
or charges. 
10:18 AM | A woman driving 
an eastbound Cheverolet near the 
100 block of Hopewell Creek Road 
in Woolwich Township lost control 
on icy roads and slid into the ditch. 
The driver suffered minor injuries. 
No charges were laid. 
2:40 PM | A 38-year-old 
Wallenstein woman was reversing 
out of a driveway in a Dodge Dakota 
when she hit a parked Hyundai on 
Porchlight Drive in Elmira. Minimal 
damage was caused to both cars, no 
charges were laid and no one was 

injured. 
4:02 PM | A 59-year-old 
Cambridge woman driving an SUV 
attempted to pull out from the 
Region of Waterloo International 
Airport entrance and was struck by 
a vehicle travelling northbound on 
Fountain Street in Breslau. Weather 
conditions were considered to be a 
factor in the collision. No one was 
injured and no charges were laid. 

D E C E M B E R  2 3 

9:20 AM | Two transport trucks 
collided head-on while travelling on 
Hutchinson Road in Wellesley Town-
ship, causing injuries to both drivers. 
Both trucks were heavily damaged. 
A 54-year-old man from Elora and a 
28-year-old man from Owen Sound 
were both transported to hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries. 
An investigation is still ongoing and 

REAR-ENDER SENDS DRIVER TO HOSPITAL

A driver was hospitalized after being rear-ended on Line 86 in Wellesley west of Linwood on December 31. Snow and heavy winds clouded visibility on the rural road. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements
“ In the heart of  Mennonite Country - just minutes from the St. Jacob's Farmer's Market. ”

Tues~Wed 10-6  •  Thurs~Fri 10-8  •  Sat 10-5  •  Closed Sun & Mon  
519•218•2188  / www.in-season.ca

• Seasonal Garden Stakes 
• Wreaths & Welcome Pillars
• Lanterns, Candles & Cards• Artisans’ Creations

• Gifts for every occasion
• Home Decor for every season

A New Year - A New Season

40% Off  “out of  season” throughout the store

2014

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 6th - January 11th

Store Made Deli Sliced
Assorted 

Summer Sausage

Start the New Year  
off Right!

Support Local Farmers 
and buy from us!

Fresh

Chicken Legs

Store Made Beef & Pork

Ib.
/$13.21kg.ea.

Fresh

Young Beef 
Liver

$2.49$1.49 Ib.
/$5.50kg.

Ib.
/$3.28kg.

Roast Beef
$5.99 Ib.

/$13.21kg.

$5.99$12.00

Summer 
Sausage Chubs

Store Made Deli Sliced

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Trust Juliane Shantz, Doctor of Audiology and 
Associates with all your hearing health needs!

Elmira Wellness Centre
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira, 519.669.4425

www.earandhearingclinic.com

EAR & HEARING CLINIC
6 AUDIOLOGISTS ON STAFF! 

Locally
& PrivatelyOwned

NEW ADDRESS

Invisible Hearing
Aid Available.

police closed Hutchinson Road for 
several hours while cleanup crews 
and tow trucks attend to the scene. 
Icy roads are believed to be the 
cause of the collision. No charges 
were laid.
12:00 AM | A break-in oc-
curred sometime overnight between 
December 22 and 23 in Maryhill. 
Taken were several power tools, a 
table, mitre and circular saws, chain 
saw, leaf blower, jumper cables, 
hammers and welding equipment 
valued at total of $8,000. 

D E C E M B E R  2 6

2:00 PM | A single-vehicle 
collision occurred near Brohman 
Road and Katherine Street in 
Woolwich Township. The vehicle 
was damaged but drivable. Some 
damage was done to a fence on an 
adjacent property.

12:00 AM | A farm building 
was broken into in 6700 block of 
Line 86 in Woolwich Township. 
Entrance was gained through an 
unlocked door on an outbuilding. A 
welder and grinder valued at several 
thousand dollars were taken.

D E C E M B E R  2 8 

3:00 PM | A 23-year-old 
woman lost control of her 2010 
Chevrolet Cobalt while southbound 
on Arthur Street North just south of 
the roundabout. She was trying to 
merge into the active traffic lanes 
and subsequently entered ditch 
and rolled over. The vehicle was 
badly damaged, but there were 
no injuries to the driver or her 
passenger. The driver was charged 
with 'careless driving.’ Road and 
weather conditions were not a 
factor.
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held a vote on February 22 to suspend 
union action against the provincial 
government and the implementation 
of Bill 115, encouraging teachers to come 
back to volunteer commitments at their 
re spective schools. 

MARCH
Woolwich says “yes” to casinos 

Problems? Maybe. Lots of money? 
Definitely. Certainty won the day as 
Woolwich council opted to become a 
host community as the Ontario Lottery 
and Gaming Corporation plans a new 
casino in the region. 

Following a marathon session March 5, 
councillors voted 4-1 in fa vour of keep-
ing the casino option in play, becoming 
the first municipality in Waterloo Region 
to do so despite the pleas of several 
residents concerned about the morality 
of gambling. 

The OLG plans called for the region to 
house a casino with 1,200 slot machines 
and 55 gaming tables. The township is 
part of a gam ing zone that includes the 
region’s three cities, Wilmot Township 
and, in Wellington County, Centre Wel-
lington Township.

Regional honour for Breslau 
resident

Former Woolwich councillor Grace 
Sudden was one of three for mer Wa-
terloo Region councillors to receive the 
region’s highest award at a ceremony 
March 6 in Kitchener. 

She was joined by former Wilmot 
Township mayor Wayne Roth and 
former Waterloo mayor Lynne Wool-
stencroft at regional headquarters to 
receive the Jack Young Civic Award, 
presented every two years to the person 
or persons in Waterloo Region who 
best exemplify the high standards of 
political and civic life exhibited by Jack 
A. Young – the first chair of the Regional 

Municipality of Waterloo – during his 
years of public service.

Kings fall to Cambridge in 
playoffs

Before Christmas, they sat at the top 
of the GOJHL standings. After Christmas, 
with key play ers in the infirmary and a 
young, untested team left on the ice, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings fell behind. In 
the first two games of the playoffs, 
they were neck-in-neck with their 
op ponents. But on March 6, the Kings 
skated off the ice and said goodbye to 
their 2012-2013 season after dropping a 
4-0 decision and falling in six games to 
the Cambridge Winter Hawks in the first 
round of the playoffs.

Breslau Lions propose splash 
pad

With a similar project in neighbouring 
Wellesley Township as its model, the 
Breslau Lions Club wants to build a 
splash pad in the community. 

The idea got a warm reception at 
Woolwich council March 19.

Looking for ways to enhance the 
community, the new club hit on the 
splash pad project. A similar facility 
that opened last year at the Wellesley 

Community Centre was spearheaded 
by the Wellesley and District Lions Club.

APRIL
Driver in Herrle accident pleads 
guilty

The truck driver who struck 13-year-
old Lydia Herrle in May 2012 pleaded 
guilty in a Kitchener courtroom to a 
careless driving charge. Jason Arndt, 38, 
was driving a recycling truck for Plein 
Disposal Inc. when he hit Herrle as she 
was exiting a school bus on Erbs Road 
near her St. Agatha home on May 17, 
2012. Arndt was ordered to pay a $2,000 
fine as well as give up his driver’s license 

for six months.

Elmira loses influential citizen
Don Martin, an Elmira native whose 

business ventures and volunteer activi-
ties shaped everything from the maple 
syrup festival to the very structure of the 
town, died April 2 at St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Kitchener at the age of 79.

Perhaps more than any other in 
the past half century, Martin was 
instrumental in shaping development 
in Elmira.

A prominent businessman and 
philanthropist, his long list of ac-
complishments was recognized in his 
induction into the Waterloo County Hall 
of Fame in 2008.

While Martin was always modest 
about his contributions, there’s no 
denying he has had a major impact on 
Elmira and the township in the years 
since being born into a conservative 
Mennonite family on Apr. 15, 1933. 

He was survived by his wife of almost 
59 years, Waldtraut, and sons Dennis, 
Chuck and Tim.

Kings hire new coach, assistant
The Elmira Sugar Kings announced Jeff 

Flanagan as the new head coach for the 

2013-14 season. Flanagan also 
selected Matt Desmeules, former 

coach of the Kitchener Major Midgets, as 
his assistant coach.

Flanagan replaced Dean DeSilva, who 
the team parted ways with after two 
seasons.

Crowds flock to Elmira for sap 
festival

The overwhelming scent of pancake 
batter that swept Elmira April 6 could 
only mean one thing: the return of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival for its 49th 
annual installment.

An estimated 75,000 visitors devoured 
some 15,000 pancakes during the 

YEAR IN REVIEW 2013
JANUARY

Students caught in dispute
Classes resumed following the 

holidays, but there were still no extra-
curricular activities for the students as 
the labour dispute continued between 
teachers and the province. 

After the provincial government and 
Ontario teachers’ unions failed to reach 
a contract agreement by De cember 31, 
the province used its con troversial Bill 
115 to impose contracts on the teachers. 
The new contracts, which took effect on 
January 3, froze wages and eliminated 
the banking of sick days. With the right 
to strike lim ited to one-day walkouts, 
Waterloo Region’s teachers joined with 
others in the province in removing 
extracurricular activities.

Changes to rural policing
Office hours at the re gion’s rural police 

detach ments got shorter, but police 
maintained quantity does not equal 
quality in this case, calling the change 
an improvement. 

Though the hours of op eration at the 
rural detach ments in Elmira and New 
Hamburg were cut signifi cantly, the 
entire rural area became its own division 
under the direction of Staff Ser geant 
Kathy Black.

Provincial cash to fund new 
school to replace St. Boniface in 
Maryhill, expansion at Breslau 
PS 

A new Catholic school for the Breslau/
Maryhill area and improvements to 
Breslau Public School were part of $30 
million in funding to Waterloo Region’s 
school boards an nounced January 14 by 
the province.

Part of the $18.7 mil lion to be received 
by the Waterloo Region District School 
Board was to be spent on a major 
addition to Breslau PS, while a portion 
of the $11.5 planned for the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board was aimed 
at building a new school in the Maryhill 
and Breslau area. 

Region approves 2.74% tax hike 
The regional portion of your property 

tax bill was set to increase by 2.74 per 
cent, as council approved the 2013 
budget on January 16.

The increase of 1.01 per cent for 
regional services and 1.73 per cent 
for police services, the largest single 
expense in the $1.2-billion budget, 
added $46 a year to the average home 
assessed at $269,000. Waterloo Region’s 
share of the tax bill amounts to a little 
more than 50 per cent. 

Driver involved in Floradale 
rollover dies of injuries 

A 24-year-old Kitchener man injured 
in a single-vehicle rollover January 1 
in Floradale succumbed to his injuries 
January 17. Jesse Taylor died after 
being transferred to Hamilton General 
Hospital. 

A passenger in his vehicle, an 18-year-

old Elmira woman, recovered in a local 
hospital. 

Emergency crews responded to the 
rollover on Floradale Road at 3:50 a.m. 
on January 1. A Chevrolet Cobalt with five 
occupants was travelling southbound on 
Floradale Road when the driver, Taylor, 
lost control and the vehicle went into a 
field. Taylor was ejected as a result of 
the rollover. 

New school for St. Jacobs 
proposed as part of review 

A new building to re place St. Jacobs 
Public School and the closure of Three 
Bridges PS were under consideration 
as the school board reacts to shifting 
de mographics. 

The changes, part of a regular ac-
commodation review of Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships, also involved the 
catchment areas of schools in Florad ale 
and Linwood. 

In St. Jacobs, the size and age of the 
current school has the Waterloo Re gion 
District School Board looking at a new 
building on the existing site. Future 
repairs and the ability of the structure 
to accommo date full-day kindergarten 
were part of the evaluation process.

Residents call for legal challenge 
of Jigs Hollow OMB decision 

Calling the township irresponsible for 
ap proving concrete and as phalt recy-
cling at a gravel pit to be situated near 
Win terbourne, residents asked council-
lors January 29 to launch a legal battle 
against the plan.

The Jigs Hollow pit was given the 
green light in a November 2012 decision 
by the Ontario Municipal Board. Behind 
closed doors prior to the hearings, 
the town ship signed an agreement 
permitting recycling on the site despite 
expressly deny ing the practice just a few 
months earlier. 

Region to appeal OMB decision
Reacting to an Ontario Municipal 

Board decision striking down land-use 
controls in the new Regional Official 
Plan, regional council  voted January 30 
to appeal to the Divisional Court. 

The OMB decision potentially opens the 
flood gates on development, bumping to 
2,600 acres from 200 acres the amount 
of new land that can be cleared for new 
home construction by 2031. 

In a special meeting, councillors unani-
mously approved a resolution calling for 
the appeal, as well as a request the OMB 
conduct a rehearing of the matter.

FEBRUARY
Environmental concerns halt 
Wellesley dog park

The Wellesley Lions Club found their 
proposal in the doghouse February 5 as 
Wellesley council voted against partner-
ing on a leash-free dog park. 

In November 2012, the Lions proposed 
a deal in which they would buy and 
develop land for a dog park, and then 

donate the completed park to the 
township. Wellesley would then become 
liable for the park under its existing 
insurance policy. An investi gation into 
the proposed area, in the Village of 
Wellesley at Nafziger Road and Gerber 
Road (near the hydro sub station), 
showed “potential for ques tionable soil 
conditions.” 

Another round of Woolwich 
raises

Woolwich’s unionized outside workers 
received raises of 1.5 per cent in each of 
the next three years under the terms of a 
new contract approved February 5. 

The pay hike raised the average union 
wage this year to $24.35 an hour, from 
$23.99 in 2012. 

There will also be in creases to their 
standby pay, shift premium and 
footwear allowance. 

The agreement covers 20 members of 
the Canadian Union of Public Employ ees 
local 1542. The same increase was 
automatically extended to all other staff 
members. Council mem bers, having 
voted against a wage freeze for them-
selves, will also receive the 1.5 per cent 
increase. 

Jacks fall in second round of 
playoffs

It was a hard-fought series that 
extended all the way to an overtime 
period in game seven, but on Feb ruary 
16 the Hagersville Hawks eliminated the 
Wellesley Applejacks from the SOJHL 
playoffs in the second round. 

The Wellesley team won three games 
early in the series, but fell behind 
to wards the end, succumbing to Hagers-
ville in their final two matches. 

Electoral boundaries see rational 
restructuring

The name Kitchener-Conestoga will 
remain when a fifth riding is added to 
Waterloo Region under plans released 
by the Federal Elec toral Boundaries 
Com mission. The townships of 
Wellesley, Wilmot and Woolwich stay 
together, though the southwest por tion 
of Kitchener currently in the riding will 
become part of the new riding, to be 
called Kitchener-South Hespeler. 

That all five ridings will remain within 
Waterloo Region was the outcome local 
politicians hoped for after initial drafts 
proposed ripping apart Kitchener-
Conestoga and adding portions to 
unrelated ridings. Under that proposal, 
Kitchener-Conestoga would have been 
scrapped in favour of having Welles ley 
and Wilmot townships joined to Perth 
County to form the Perth-Wellesley- 
Wilmot federal riding, while Woolwich 
would have joined a new Wool wich-
Wellington electoral district. 

Extracurriculars start returning 
to area schools 

As a gesture of goodwill, some teachers 
opted to resume extracurricu lar activi-
ties in the spring. The Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers Federa tion (OSSTF) 

75,000 turn out for maple festival

Flap Jack, the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival’s new mascot, drew admirers as he made his debut at the 2013 festival. Nine-year-old 
Cole Slade won the “Name the Mascot” contest when his name was drawn from the 10 students who suggested the same name. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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festival.

Bristow Park chosen as site for 
Elmira skate park 

The organizers of a skateboard park in 
Elmira checked off “location” from the 
to-do list, as Woolwich gave the green 
light to Bristow Park as the home of the 
facility.

Skate Elmira, the student-led initiative 
to bring a skate park to Woolwich, saw 
councillors quickly back the selected 
spot at the corner of First Street and 
Industrial Drive.

Ice storm creates havoc
Mother Nature unleashed an ice storm 

on the area April 11 and 12, causing 
property damage and power outages 
across the townships.

The same storm struck much of 
southwestern Ontario, with widespread 
blackouts in Waterloo and states of 
emergency declared in Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships. Cleanup efforts 
were extensive.

$1.6 million for Maryhill water 
project

Woolwich decided to spend $1.6 
million to remedy some deficiencies 
in the water system supplying parts of 
Maryhill, tackling some drainage and 
groundwater issues while crews are at it.

Meeting April 16, Woolwich councillors 
awarded a $1.36-million contract to 
Regional Sewer & Watermain Ltd. to 
undertake the project. Engineering 
contracts, additional work and contin-
gencies bumped the total cost to $1.6 
million.

Wellesley names new CAO
Willis McLaughlin (middle) was an-

nounced as Wellesley Township’s new 
chief administrative officer (CAO) at a 
council meeting April 16. McLaughlin 
was formerly the executive director of 
corporate/operations.

MAY
Maintenance plan approved for 
West Montrose bridge

Waterloo Regional council approved a 
maintenance plan for the West Montrose 
Covered Bridge, ranked one of the top 10 
most historically significant bridges in 
Waterloo Region and the last covered 
bridge in Ontario.

In the fall of 2012 a crack in the bridge’s 
primary load carrying timber was 

identified, forcing its closure during a 
repair period. 

Body of wanted man found in 
Wellesley

The discovery of a Kitchener man’s 
body in a Wellesley Township barn 
ended an ongoing investigation into the 
assault of two women that took place 
December 2, 2012.

The remains of Michael Fortune, 18, 
were found on May 12.

Six months previously, he had as-
saulted two Kitchener women, known to 
him, with a hammer and flew the scene. 
Injuries sustained by the two women 
were serious but not life-threatening 
and they were later released from the 
hospital.

Airport part of Bosma investiga-
tion

The search for a missing Ancaster 
man became a murder investigation 
encompassing sites in Waterloo Region, 
including the airport in Breslau.

Tim Bosma had been missing for more 
than a week when Hamilton police 
reported May 14 they’d found his body 
at a farm near Ayr. The badly charred 
remains led police to up the charges 
on suspect Dellen Millard, who’d been 
arrested May 10. He was charged with 
first degree murder.

Businessman Larry Martin dead 
at 63

A St. Jacobs businessman who helped 
shape the development of the village 
died May 20 of a heart attack.

Larry Martin was 63.
A Woolwich native, Martin worked 

for the Stone Crock restaurant for more 
than two decades, eventually managing 
the St. Jacobs and Elmira locations. 
When restaurant owner and head of 
Mercedes Corp. Milo Shantz was looking 
for someone to develop a hotel near the 
farmers’ market and outlet mall, Martin 
took up the opportunity. He was part 
of the ownership group when the Best 
Western St. Jacobs Country Inn was de-
veloped in 1997. He retired in 2010 when 
the group sold the hotel and another in 
Waterloo to another firm.

Deal averts OMB hearing over 
Dollarama

A Dollarama store was cleared for the 
long-vacant space beside the Foodland 
location in Elmira, as Woolwich  reached 
a deal with Sobeys Capital Inc. May 21. 

The agreement approved 
by council made short work of 

an Ontario Municipal Board hearing 
scheduled for the following day.

Under the deal, in exchange for the 
dollar store, Sobeys agreed to pay the 
township $40,000 towards a future 
commercial policy review, contribute 
$10,000 over two years to the Elmira BIA 
and not request any additional expan-
sion at the site for three years.

JUNE
Mowing resumed on regional 
roads

Residents may have noticed fewer 
weeds and long grasses along regional 
roads, as crews were out quickly follow-
ing Waterloo Regions decision to rein-
state weed cutting and maintenance on 
regional roads, urban and rural. Meeting 
June 5, council officially reversed a 
previous decision to cut $400,000 from 
the maintenance budget.

Second councillor for Ward 3
No boundary lines were to be redrawn, 

but Ward 3 was to have a second 
councillor in the race when Woolwich 
residents go to the polls next year. 
Originally looking to add a fourth ward 
in time for the 2014 election, councillors 
pondered a staff report June 18 calling 
for a deferral until the 2018 vote to 
prevent another redrawing of boundary 
lines due to expected population shifts 
centered around large residential 
developments in Elmira and in Breslau. 

Rather than completely delay a 
decision on the under-represented 
Ward 3, councillors opted to simply add 
another body into the mix, but stick 
with the current ward boundaries in the 
township.

Local take on the War of 1812 
commemoration

It was June 21, 1813, in the midst of the 
War of 1812, that a young woman in the 
American-occupied Niagara Peninsula 
learned of a sneak attack on Lieu tenant 
James FitzGibbon’s British troops. 
Laura Sec ord, who had been nurs ing 
her injured husband and (according to 
legend) heard of the impending attack 
from dining Ameri can soldiers, trekked 
32 kilometres to FitzGibbon’s base to 
warn the lieuten ant. 

Two hundred years later, Muriel Clem-
mer, Dianne Dunlop, and Faith Bauman 
– three Elmira sisters who count Secord 

as their seventh great-aunt – retraced 
her jour ney as part of the Laura Secord 
Bicentennial Event and Commemorative 
Walk in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Campaign launched for skate 
park

Location? Check. Council approval? 
Check. Funding? That’s what Skate 
Elmira, the youth-led initiative to bring 
a skate park to Woolwich, still needs to 
cross off its list.

With Woolwich council giving the 
go-ahead to their plan to build the 
township’s first multi-use skate park 
in Elmira’s Bristow Park, the group 
launched a public campaign June 22 to 
raise $500,000 by spring 2014.

JULY
OMB busier still over ROP

The development picture in Breslau 
got a little more convoluted as a 
developer launched an appeal to the 
Ontario Municipal Board, citing delays 
to its plans for expansion in the village. 
The delays, however, stem in part from a 

series of other legal wranglings. 
Thomasfield Homes is fast run ning 

out of space at its current subdi vision in 
Breslau, Hopewell Heights. Its plans for 
development on adja cent land, in the 
works for more than half a dozen years, 
have been stalled during more than two 
years of legal battles over how much 
new develop ment should take place in 
Waterloo Region. 

The region’s newly-approved Of ficial 
Plan (ROP) is the subject of an appeal 
at the OMB, meaning the pre vious 
Regional Official Policies Plan is still in 
force. That document limits growth in 
Breslau to 1,250 units, a number that 
has almost been maxed out by recent 
development in the village.

Elmira woman’s death deemed 
suspicious

The body of Elmira’s Erin Howlett was 
discovered in the Grand River July 5, 
opening a police investigation into the 
suspicious circumstances. The 28-year-
old woman had last been heard from 
on June 27.

Conestogo man succumbs to 
injuries following collision 

Brandon Nickel, 20, was fatally injured 
July 5 when the Saturn Ion he was driv-

ing Westbound on Saw mill Road west of 
Cones togo went off the road and struck 
a hydro pole. 

The Conestogo man was heading to 
work at ap proximately 6:19 a.m. when 
the single-vehicle collision occurred. 
He was airlifted to Hamilton General 
Hos pital’s trauma center, suc cumbing to 
his injuries over the following weekend. 

Fire consumes toddler
Two-year-old Steven Martin was 

believed to have perished in the flames 
that took down his family’s Lobsinger 
Line barn on July 12. Crews searched the 
rubble until the Ontario Fire Marshall’s 
office closed their investigation.

A search for the boy turned up noth-
ing, eventually leading investigators 
to conclude he’d been completely 
consumed by fire that destroyed barn 
on St. Jacobs-area farm.

Child’s death deemed not 
suspicious

The death of a child in Breslau July 15 
was deemed not suspicious by police.

Emergency crews were called to a 
Woolwich Street address at approxi-

mately 5:23 p.m. following a report of 
a child in distress. The child was trans-
ported to a local hospital by ambu lance, 
but lifesaving efforts were unsuccessful. 

The incident falls under the authority 
of the coro ner’s office and is not con-
sidered suspicious, police reported.

Woolwich closes file on West 
Montrose gravel pit 

Opponents of a gravel pit proposed 
for West Mon trose were cautiously 
optimistic after Woolwich closed the file 
on an application that had been on the 
books for five years. 

Having heard nothing in the previous 
year from Guelph-based Capital Paving 
about the company’s application for a 
gravel pit on Letson Drive, the township 
declared the file closed on July 16. A 
week later, the company announced its 
withdrawal of the application.

Man suffers serious head 
injuries in ATV collision near 
Breslau 

A Woolwich Township man was taken 
to hospital with a life-threatening head 
injury after losing control of his ATV in 
Breslau July 21. 

The 42-year-old was not wearing a 
helmet when the accident occurred 
shortly after he left a party on his 

vehicle at approximately 3:39 a.m. He 
was later air lifted from a local hospital 
to a Hamilton trauma unit. 

Menno Street near Bre slau was closed 
for several hours while police were on 
scene. 

AUGUST
Woolwich approves Conestogo 
park upgrades

Long overdue upgrades were an-
nounced for a park in Conestogo. An 
unusable tennis court will be replaced, 
joined by a new multi-use sports pad 
that will serve as a hockey rink, in both 
summer and winter, and a basketball 
court. 

Meeting August 6, Woolwich coun-
cillors approved spending $336,000 to 
make the project happen. 

The project calls for a refurbished ten-
nis court and a multi-use pad with rink 
boards that will allow for all-year use. 

New gas bar proposed for Elmira
A convenience store and gas bar 

were proposed for the site of a 

carwash currently operat ing 
in Elmira’s south end. The owner of 

the property was at Woolwich council 
August  6 seeking a zone change to 
permit underground storage tanks for 
the gas station. Changes to Region of 
Waterloo poli cies open the possibility 
of underground tanks at the location, 
prompting the proposed expansion at 
110 Earl Martin Dr.

Body discovered in Breslau pond
The Waterloo Regional Police Service 

launched an investigation following the 
discovery of a body in Breslau August 
18. The death was not considered suspi-
cious, however.

The discovery was made by a man 
who was out walking near a pond 
at a gravel pit (5150 Fountain St. N.). 
Firefighters and police recovered the 
body in the evening, and it was taken to 
Hamilton for an autopsy.

The body was later identified as Carlos 
Benavides, 41, of Kitchener. He had been 
reported missing by his family, who last 
saw him on July 25

Wellesley dog park opens 
Construction of the Wellesley and 

District Lions Club’s dog park was 
com pleted August 19 at the Wellesley 
Community Centre, after the club raised 

Dane Howlett spoke of his sister Erin’s life this week at the Robin’s Nest in Elmira. Continuing to receive an abundance of support from 
the community, the family hopes sharing her story will help to shed some light on the investigation into the young woman’s death. 
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Two-year-old Steven Martin is believed to have perished in the flames that took down his family’s Lobsinger Line barn on July 12. Crews 
searched the rubble until Monday, when the Ontario Fire Marshall’s office closed its investigation. [PERRY WEBER]

Elmira woman’s death under investigation

Heat of blaze precludes recovery of body
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close to $20,000 for its construction. The 
free-leash park, the first of its kind in the 
township, is fenced off from the rest of 
the Community Centre for reasons of 
safety and sanitation. 

The location was approved by Welles-
ley council in April on a temporary basis, 
while the Lions and township work to 
find a permanent home within the next 
five years.

Bigger fines for dumping trash
Concerned about roadside dumping 

of trash, Woolwich councillors voted 
August 27 to more than triple the current 
$325 fine for fouling township property. 

While a report to council called for the 
fine for dumping to be raised to $500, 
councillors quickly suggested bumping 
that up to $1,000 as a greater deter rent. 
They also agreed with a recommenda-
tion to boost fines for litter-related 
offences up to $175 from $125.

SEPTEMBER
Farmers’ market reopens just 
days after devastating fire 

The fire that ripped through the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market early September 
2 de stroyed more than the main build-
ing, it struck down what is perhaps 
Woolwich’s most visible symbol. 

There was an immediate public 
outpouring and wide spread media 
coverage following the news that the 
main market building had been reduced 
to ash by a fire that quickly engulfed the 
structure in the wee hours of Labour Day. 

The impact of the fire went well 
beyond the dam age pegged at some $4 
million and the 60 vendors displaced. A 
huge tourist draw and a staple for local 
food aficionados, the market plays an 
important role in the community. That’s 
why there was a big scramble to ensure 
some 300 vendors would be back on the 
next regular market day. 

Wellesley fair ambassador 
named

Kelsey Bisch was named ambassador 
of the Wellesley-North Easthope Fall 
Fair on September 10. The 17-year-old 
Wellesley Village resident served to rep-
resent the township at events through-
out the year, including Wellesley’s Santa 
Claus Parade and the All-Ontario Youth 
Convention in Toronto.

Wellesley residents raise 
concerns about condos

The prospect of a small condo minium 
development in their back yards had 
several Wellesley residents out to 
council chambers for a public meeting 
September 17. They were un happy about 
plans floated for 2245 Gerber Rd. 

A two-storey, 16-unit develop ment 
was proposed for a two-acre piece of 
land fronting Gerber Road, branch ing 
off to a private road ending in a cul-de-
sac. The development area flanks the 
backyards of single-family homes to the 
west and north on Law rence Street and 
Reiner Crescent. 

Homeowners expressed concerns 
about the project’s proximity to their 
yards, and the possible effect on the 
value of their properties.

Man dies in tractor rollover
A serious farm accident claimed the 

life of 47-year-old Orvie Bru bacher of 
Mapleton Town ship on September 30. 
He was killed when the tractor he was 
riding rolled into a ditch at about 5:15 
a.m. on Side Road 19 in the Drayton area. 

Brubacher was riding on the fender of 
the tractor driven by his son, 22-year-old 
Howard Brubacher, who was not injured 
in the incident.

OCTOBER
Farm accident claims West 
Montrose teen

A 15-year-old boy died following an 
incident on a farm near West Mon trose 
on October 2. 

He was driving the trac tor, pulling a 
trailer when the vehicle flipped over 
while travelling down a hill. The boy was 
pinned underneath, suffering se vere 
trauma. 

Police, fire and ambu lance workers 
answered the call at the Samuel Weber 
farm on Jigs Hol low Road around 9:30 
a.m. to attend to the boy, who showed 
no vital signs at the time. The teen was 
trapped under a tractor for some time, 
police reported, but was no longer under 
the vehicle when emergency responders 
arrived on the scene. 

Volunteer firefighters from the Cones-
togo station were the first responders 
and performed CPR on the boy until 
paramedics got to the farm and trans-
ported him by ambulance to a hospital, 
where he was pronounced dead.

Bridge closed due to safety 
concerns

A shifting deck that rendered the struc-
ture unsafe prompted Wool wich to close 
an old steel truss bridge on Middlebrook 
Road near West Montrose. 

The Chalmers bridge is to remain 
closed to all traf fic until repairs are 
done. Funding for the work, es timated 
at $200,000, will be discussed as part 
of the township’s 2014 budget de-
liberations. 

The structure was shut down October 
4, when the township became aware of 
the dangers.

WCS reveals site of new home
Woolwich Community Services 

selected the southeast corner of Church 
Street and Memorial Avenue for its new 
head quarters, it was announced October 
6 at the kickoff event for the organiza-
tion’s “Sometimes …” fundraising 
campaign. 

With a goal of $1.35 mil lion – $1 million 
of which was to be raised by the public 
– WCS hopes to cover the purchase of 
land and con struction of the joint com-
mercial/residential project. 

The proposed 7,500-square-foot build-
ing, designed by WCS in collaboration 
with Menno Homes, will bring together 
all of the organization’s activities at one 
site. The group plans to incorporate a 
larger reception area, pri vate offices, 
a larger food bank area, a community 
room, public workspace, and WCS’ thrift 
shop.

Also for the site, a three-storey 
residen tial building will offer 24 apart-
ment units for singles, seniors, and 
families. In addition, the property will 
feature substantial parking space. 

Woman dies in Line 86 collision 
A collision near Wallenstein at the 

intersection of Manser Road and Line 86 
claimed the life of a Hepworth woman 
on Octo ber 11. 

Forty-six-year-old Mi chele Magennis 
was travel ling southbound on Manser 
Road (Wellington Road 12) when she 
failed to stop her 2004 grey Pontiac 
Montana van at the Line 86 stop sign. 
She entered the intersection and struck 

a westbound transport truck on the 
broadside of her vehicle. 

She was pronounced dead at the scene 
as a result of injuries after firefighters 
and ambulance crews at tempted to 
revive her. 

A passenger in the van, a 38-year-old 
man from Oliphant, was transported 
to hospital with non-life threatening 
injuries. The driver of the transport truck 
was not injured.

St. Clements residents push for 
traffic light

Citing greater than expected colli-
sion re cords, the Region of Wa terloo 
recommended improvements to the 
inter section of Lobsinger Line and 
Herrgott Road in St. Clements, including 
altera tions to the curb and elimi nation 
of parking spaces for visibility. 

But that wasn’t enough for a group of 
St. Clements residents who appeared at 
Wellesley council chambers on October 
15  demand ing a new traffic light for the 
troubled intersection. 

St. Clements men charged in 
Kitchener stabbing death 

Two Wellesley Township men were 
arrested and charged for the murder of 
Anton Radisic, stabbed in Kitchener on 
October 20. 

Police found 38-year-old Radisic about 
1 a.m. in a severely damaged black 
Mazda sedan that had over turned on the 
sidewalk in front of 235 King St. E., near 
downtown Kitch ener. He had a puncture 
wound in his torso, succumbing to the 
injury after being transported to Grand 
River Hospital. A forensic autopsy was 
later carried out at Hamilton General 
Hos pital, confirming the stab wound as 
the cause of death. 

Witnesses saw the man driving 
er ratically before the car hit a curb and 
crashed. 

Stephen McNaney, 44, and his son 
Martin McNaney, 18, of St. Clements were 
charged with second-degree murder 
during an appearance in show-cause 
hearing in a Kitchener courtroom 
October 21. 

New site for Riverside PS
Riverside Public School is to be rebuilt 

in Elmira’s new Lunor sub division, 
with the opening date targeted for 
September 2016. This and other chang es 
to Elmira’s elementary schools were 
the result of a boundary study by the 
Waterloo Region District School Board, 

presented October 22 at a public meet-
ing at Park Manor PS. 

The new Riverside, which will accom-
modate 550 students (compared to the 
current enrolment of 300), is the result 
of pro jected population increases from 
the new west-side subdivision, which 
will bring 1,700 housing units to the 
area. 

The study also recom mended adding 
six class rooms to John Mahood PS, and 
changes to school orga nization in the 
area. John Mahood and Riverside will 
introduce Grade 6 classes in 2016, while 
Park Manor will accommodate Grades 7 
and 8.

NOVEMBER
Displaced by LRT, railway gets 
$150K

Displaced by the pend ing light rail 
transit scheme, the Waterloo Central 
Rail way got $150,000 from the regional 
government to help reorganize the 
opera tion of its popular tourist train 
based in St. Jacobs. 

Soon to be ousted from their original 
spot in Up town Waterloo, WCR plans 
to use the money to establish a new 
location on Northfield Drive, near the 
Conestogo Parkway. The organization 
had requested $488,000.

Woolwich sets 1.5% tax hike 
target

With a windfall allow ing for a pause in 
a special infrastructure levy, Wool wich 
councillors set their sights on a 1.5 per 
cent tax hike for 2014. 

That would mean the average home-
owner would pay an additional $9.44 
to the township portion of the tax bill, 
using an as sessed value of $269,000. 

Councillors meeting November 19 gave 
preliminary ap proval to a framework 
that includes inflationary-level spending 
increases and no cost-cutting measures. 
The increase would bring another 
$123,000 into mu nicipal coffers.

Council upholds plan for extra 
seat

When they go to the polls next year, 
voters in Woolwich’s Ward 3 will be 
able to choose two councillors. Meeting 
November 19, council approved a plan to 
add another seat at the table. 

Sticking with the original plan after a 
public meeting, the township will keep 
the current ward boundaries for the 2014 
municipal election. 

St. Jacobs Walmart cleared to 
expand food offerings 

Walmart was cleared to quadru ple its 
food space and the St. Jacobs power 
centre will see the addition of a Value 
Village store under a plan given tenta-
tive approval November 19 by Woolwich 
council. 

The Official Plan and zoning changes 
were to be formalized following a new 
cross-border agreement with the City 
of Waterloo, which provides water and 
sewer services to the site. 

At the Walmart location, the grocery 
component is restricted to 6,000 square 
feet inside the 134,000 sq. ft. building, so 
the changes are necessary to allow that 
area to expand to 25,000 sq. ft.

Man charged in Howlett murder 
case

A Kitchener man was charged with 
first-degree murder in the death of 
Elmira’s Erin Howlett. 

Michael John William Ball, 22, ap-
peared in bail court on November 21. He 
was arraigned on some 30 charges. 

The arrest came a week after 
police confirmed the 28-year-old Elmira 
woman was a victim of homicide. In-
vestigators say Howlett and Ball were 
acquaintances. 

Other charges against Ball include 
committing an indignity to a human 
body and more than 20 weapons- and 
drug-related charges unconnected to 
the murder case.

Woolwich ups tax hike to 2.5%
Reversing course from the previous  

week, Woolwich council decided to 
hit residents for a one per cent infra-
structure levy in 2014, bringing the 
projected tax increase to 2.5 per cent. 

Meeting November 26, coun cillors 
scrapped the idea of draw ing the 
equivalent of a 1.5 per cent levy from an 
investment windfall. Instead, the town-
ship will con tinue a plan adopted last 
year to extract more money to upgrade 
crumbling roads and bridges.

DECEMBER 
Woolwich sets water rates

After a string of well-above-inflation 
rate in creases for water, Woolwich resi-
dents will see no hikes in 2014, councillors 
decided December 10. The price they’ll pay 
for wastewater going out, however, will 
take an other large jump, up 7.9 per cent. 

The sewage charges would 
bring the rate to $2.18 per cubic 

metre from $2.02, adding $29-$38 per 
year to a customer’s bill, based on an 
average of 180 to 240 cubic metres. The 
fee for water will remain at $1.61 per cubic 
metre, fol lowing a 5.9 per cent hike in 
2013.
Residents raise concerns over 
38-home subdivision for Maryhill 

Plans for a subdivision on the west 
side of Mary hill, unveiled at a public 
meeting December 10, had some of the 
neigh bours worried about its im pact on 
existing neighbour hoods and surround-
ing natural environment. 

Sunset Hills Estates (855384 Ontario Ltd.) 
wants to build 38 single-family homes 
on a 29-acre (11.8 hectare) portion of a 
prop erty that totals 82 acres, with 52 acres 
to remain as agricultural land outside 
the settlement boundaries. The portion 
to be devel oped is within the Maryhill 
urban area, and has long been zoned for 
residential development. 

Market opens temporary home
Soon after a fire destroyed the main 

building at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market, 
work began on a temporary new home, a 
structure dubbed the “Harvest Barn.”

The new 15,600-square-foot dome-
shaped building opened for business on 
December 12. The building will remain 
part of the market when a permanent 
building is completed, likely by late-2014.

No casino for Woolwich
Changing course, the province and the 

Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation 
dropped plans for a new casino in the 
region, deciding instead that gaming in 
the area will remain at the Grand River 
Raceway in Elora. 

The move left Woolwich out of the 
running for a facility expected to generate 
millions in annual revenues for the host 
community.

Woolwich was the sole community 
in Waterloo Region to vote in favour of 
hosting a casino after OLG an nounced 
it would expand its offerings across 29 
newly-created gaming zones under its 
so-called modernization plan. The town-
ship is part of a zone that also includes 
Kitch ener, Waterloo, Wilmot Township 
and parts of Cambridge and Wellington 
County. The OLG had been out in force 
seeking municipalities willing to host a 
new facility.

Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne got a taste of the 
local produce while visiting the reopened St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market on Sept. 5. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

More than 40 firefighters from four Woolwich Fire Department stations arrived at the St. Jacobs Farmers' Market before 2 a.m. 
on Sept. 2 to find the main building fully engulfed by flames. With nothing to be done to save the structure, efforts were 
concentrated on preventing the fire from spreading to nearby buildings. Damage has been estimated at as much as $4 million. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Farmers’ market reopens just days after devastating fire
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THE NEW YEAR IS typically a time of opti-
mism, for renewal and a resolve to take on 
new challenges. Canadians, however, may be 
forgiven if they’re a little hesitant about 2014 
given the economic outlook and the complete 
lack of credibility of governments of all stripes.

That’s not to say 2013 has been a banner year, one we re-
ally can’t let go.

While we’ll have the usual crop of resolutions on tap for 
January 1, most of us know the real pledge for change has 
to come from our so-called leaders. The economy will test 
the mettle of politicians and businesspeople. Throughout 
2013, we found them lacking. It’s hard to be optimistic the 
turning of a calendar page will bring any improvement, but 
the New Year’s celebration is about nothing if not hope for 
the future.

Perhaps there’s an endless optimism that we can change, 
that we can be better – which, of course, recognizes that 
we all have something in our lives that we wish to alter. 
Psychologists tell us this is normal human behaviour, add-
ing that the tough part is actually following through on the 
impulse for self-improvement. In other words, fantasizing 
about a better you, about an idealized version of you – most 
of us can actually picture ourselves that way – will remain 
just that: a fantasy. Unless, that is, we are willing to work 
hard to make the dream a reality.

As individuals, we’ve been performing this ritual for 
centuries – for some of us, resolving to do the same thing, 
such as exercise more, is indeed a yearly ritual, but that’s 
another story. Can this sense of renewal be extended to a 
wider venue – say, to a community as a whole? 

We head into 2014 with a still-fragile economy and a fed-
eral government mired in scandals that’s shown itself inca-
pable of fiscal responsibility. It’s no better at Queen’s Park.

Optimism, at least in part, is at the root of the decision 
every time we elect a new government, a chance that some-
thing will actually change. That politicians seldom make a 
difference doesn’t seem to completely eliminate that sense 
of “maybe this time” when we go to the polls.

This is perhaps the same hopefulness that gets us to put 
down some money on lottery tickets: we can dream of what 
we’ll do with the riches – a one-in-a-million chance – until 
the results come in and dash those hopes … but there’s al-
ways the next draw.

Unlike the winning lottery numbers, however, we have 
control over our resolutions and whether we stick to them. 
To a lesser extent, especially given the decreasing voter 
turnout, we have some control over our politicians – at 
least enough to throw the bums out. (That they are re-
placed by a new group of bums is, again, another story.)

Many of us make resolutions casually only to just as 
easily break them. We then rationalize our actions. In 
our jaded age, we’re equally blasé about the same lack of 
follow-through from our elected officials – in fact, we’ve 
come to expect them to lie, cheat, break their promises and 
to otherwise act in a self-serving manner (see the ongoing 
Senate fiasco). That doesn’t mean, however, that we just 
accept the status quo. With municipal elections scheduled 
and a provincial vote likely, we’ll have a chance to send a 
message.

Maybe this year’s resolutions should include expecting 
more from our politicians (are you listening, Stephen Harp-
er, Kathleen Wynne?). Maybe our political leaders should 
resolve to do what’s right, to make our lives better, if only 
once in their current term.

Politicians very 
unlikely to resolve 
to do what's right

If Russia spent as much 
on intelligence agencies 
as the United States does 
– $52.6 billion in 2013, 
according to the "black 
budget” published by the 
Washington Post last Au-
gust – would it have been 
able to stop the suicide 
bombers who killed 31 
people in two attacks in 
Volgograd early this week? 
Can you solve the problem 
just by throwing money at 
it? And how big a problem 
is it, anyway?

Russia doesn’t really 
have that kind of money to 
spend on “intelligence”, so 
let’s narrow it down to the 
$10.6 billion that the U.S. 
National Security Agency 
spends each year. Of the 16 
intelligence agencies work-
ing for the U.S. govern-
ment, the NSA is the one 
that places the most em-
phasis on its alleged ability 
to stop terrorist attacks 
through monitoring every-
body’s communications.

Would the NSA’s $10.6 
billion, spent in the same 
way by the Russians, have 

Spying comes with a large opportunity cost
stopped the Volgograd 
bombers? We cannot know 
for sure, any more than we 
can know if another billion 
dollars spent in the United 
States would have stopped 
the Boston marathon 
bombers last June. So may-
be we should reformulate 
the question.

A total of 785 people have 
been killed in terrorist at-
tacks in Russia in the past 
ten years, and Moscow 
does not pay for an opera-
tion remotely comparable 
to the NSA. In the U.S., a to-
tal of 26 people were killed 
by terrorists in the same 
period. So does this mean 
that the NSA has saved 759 
American lives in the past 
decade?

Probably not. Russia 
has a far worse terrorism 
problem than the United 
States, because some 6 mil-
lion citizens, living in the 
Muslim-majority republics 
of the northern Caucasus, 
belong to various ethnic 
groups who see themselves 
as living under Russian 
occupation. The United 
States has no comparable 
domestic groups, and its 
ferocious border controls 
make it very hard for for-
eign-based terrorists to slip 
into the country.

There was one excep-
tion, twelve years ago, 
when foreign terrorists 
did manage to get into the 
United States and carry out 
an attack. However, the 
9/11 attackers were using a 
brand new technique. Such 
innovations are very rare, 
and are only a surprise the 
first time. No subsequent 
terrorist attack, in the U.S. 
or anywhere else, has been 
remotely as ambitious.

The NSA has certainly 
not prevented ten 9/11s in 
the past decade; it’s very 
unlikely to have prevented 
even one. But let us accept, 
for the sake of the argu-
ment, that the NSA’s activi-
ties have really saved 759 
American lives in the past 
decade. In fact, let’s round 
it up to 1,000 lives, to make 
the calculations easier.

That would mean that 
over the past decade the 
NSA has spent around $100 
billion to save 1,000 Ameri-
can lives. That works out at 
$10 million per life saved 
(on the heroic assumption 
that without the NSA the 
American terrorism prob-
lem would have been even 
worse than the Russian).

Economists talk about 
“opportunity cost”: when 
you spend the money on 

one thing, you are forego-
ing whatever benefits you 
might have got from spend-
ing it on something else. 
Are there other ways of 
spending that $100 billion 
that would save more than 
a thousand American lives?

Consider spending some 
of it on better pre- and 
post-natal care for poor 
Americans. Just a billion 
dollars a year – an extra 
$250 per baby – would 
enable the U.S. to get its 
infant mortality rate down 
below Cuba’s, maybe even 
as low as Portugal or South 
Korea. Over 10 years, that 
would be 60,000 more 
American kids who lived to 
grow up.

Or take highways. 
Highway engineers can 
estimate how many people 
will die each year on a giv-
en stretch of highway fairly 
accurately. It depends on 
the width and surface of 
the road, how many sharp 
curves and blind hills there 
are, whether there are 
guardrails, etc. All those 
things depend on how 
much money you have to 
spend on that stretch of 
highway.

Around 34,000 Ameri-

DYER | 10

As the calendar rolls over into 2014, residents in the region are very much aware that it's a municipal election year.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Debt continues to rise, while our middle-class status is eroded

Unless you opted in to 
the Buy Nothing Christmas 
philosophy – oh so much 
easier in theory than in 
most versions of reality – 
chances are you reached 
into your wallet for the holi-
days. Perhaps warming up 
those plastic cards. Maybe a 
little too much.

If so, those credit 
card bills that 
will be rolling 
in before much 
longer will have 
some of us 
keep-
ing 
pace 
with 
a 

trend 
pre-

dicted for 
2014: higher 

consumer debt.
The average 

consumer’s total debt 

(excluding mortgage) is ex-
pected to rise by more than 
$1,000 from an estimated 
$27,743 in 2013 to an all-
time high of $28,853 at the 
end of 2014, according to a 
forecast from TransUnion, 
one of the country’s largest 
credit bureaus.

 “The average Canadian 
consumer’s total debt is 
expected to rise by four per 
cent in 2014, which would 
be more than $4,500 higher 
than what we had 

observed 
five years 
earlier in 

2009,” 
says 
Thom-
as 

Higgins, 
TransUnion’s 

vice president of 
analytics and 

decision servic-
es. “While the 

2014 increase is much 
greater than the expected 
one percent rise in 2013, it is 
in line with consumer debt 
growth of recent years.”

Beyond Christmas, the 
company expects more of 
us to spend on cars, renova-
tions and household items.

“In recent years, the 
increase in auto sales has 

helped propel the total debt 
number and we believe 
auto captive loans will once 
again be a driver of this in-
crease in 2014,” he says. 

The company’s predic-
tions aren’t out of the or-
dinary: we’ve been using 
debt to maintain our falling 
middle-class lifestyles.

Canadians are taking on 
record levels of debt, now 
standing at more than 150 
per cent of disposable in-
come. That’s both cause for 
concern given the burden 
it places on individuals, 
but also the fuel behind the  
consumer spending that’s a 
large part of our feeble eco-
nomic recovery.

The current spate of 
warnings about debt lev-
els is symptomatic of the 
bigger picture, namely 
the erosion of the middle 
class. Over the past three 
decades, we’ve been work-
ing harder and longer while 
wages have stagnated. With 
income not keeping up with 
costs, we’ve turned to bor-
rowing to bridge the gap.  
Now, after all these years, 
we’re reaching a credit 
crunch.

While officials bemoan 
the borrowing and lack 
of personal savings, none 

addresses the underlying 
cause. 

Decent jobs paying good 
wages and benefits would 
go a long way towards get-
ting us off the debt track. 
Government policy has 
been in direct opposition 
to that since the days of 
Reagan, Thatcher and Mul-
roney.

Not that we aren’t partial-
ly to blame. Rampant con-
sumerism has many of us 
spending well beyond our 
means. Long ago, spending 
began to encompass wants 
and not just needs. Blame 
it on marketing, perhaps. 
Blame it on media images 
of lifestyles many of us 
now aspire to, with luxuries 
rather than just comforts. 
But our idea of middle-
class living has expanded 
beyond what the previous 
generation would recognize 
as such.

We’re also to blame for 
succumbing to the lure 
of easy credit. Banks and 
other financial institutions 
have made a killing by ca-
tering to our ever-growing 
desires, even as, in more 
recent years, credit has 
been used to keep us afloat 
… in something resembling 
the style to which we’ve 

become accustomed.
And as we spent more, 

consumerism became 
an even larger part of the 
economy, especially as 
good manufacturing jobs 
disappeared in favour of 
retail and other low-paying 
work – Canada lost nearly 
322,000 manufacturing 
jobs from 2004 to 2008, 
with more than one in sev-
en positions disappearing 
even before the great reces-
sion hit us. Ironically, the 
massive influx of cheap im-
ported goods – particularly 
the ever-cheaper electronic 
toys we covet – helped us 
maintain the illusion of 
middle-class buying power.

More ironically still, in 
the midst of the economic 
turmoil caused by the fi-
nancial services sector and 
government deregulation, 
we were encouraged to 
spend, spend, spend our 
way out of the recession.

So, yes, we have to shoul-
der some of the blame for 
the current personal debt 
load. But it’s really under-
lying government policy 
– read corporate priorities 
– that bears most of the 
responsibility. Free trade. 
Deregulation. Outsourcing. 
Tax shelters. Corporate wel-

fare. Privatization. Social 
service cuts. Each piece has 
been a step away from the 
kind of social contract we 
saw in the postwar boom 
years.

Our predicament is no 
accident, nor is it the result 
of the financial crisis that 
began with the meltdowns 
of 2008, as the middle class 
has been under assault for 
more than three decades. 
The recession and “recov-
ery” that followed collapse 
caused by the financial ser-
vices industry is indicative 
of the trend: corporate prof-
its and executive bonuses 
quickly bounced back, 
while unemployment re-
mains high and those with 
jobs work longer and harder 
to tread water.

Yes, we need to get our 
personal finances under 
control. But the bulk of the 
blame lies with the greedy, 
short-term thinking that 
drives the corporate world 
and its political supporters 
of all stripes. Until we start 
reversing that mindset, 
beginning with more ef-
fective regulations, we’ll 
have a hard time halting the 
decline of the middle class. 
And our finances will con-
tinue to suffer.

What’s your New Year’s resolution? 

Do more for me.

 » Emily Savage

Be nicer to my wife.

 » Ian Crump

Get back to my painting.

 » Allan Daniel

Get accepted to university.

 » Matthew Gabert

There are so many; I need to stop eating 
so much chocolate.

 » Lexy Deveau

"How can the Canada I was born into produce politicians and bureaucrats who can express such callous and hurtful comments?" Paul Marrow | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Spying efforts have 
little to do with saving lives
FROM | 8

 » Ontario Clean Air Alliance

cans died on the roads in 
2012. Another $5 billion 
a year, spent on making 
highways safer, would 
probably reduce that toll 
by an extra thousand 
people each year. Over 10 
years, it would save around 
another 60,000 lives.

That’s 120,000 lives 
saved, and there’s still $4 
billion a year left to spend 
on other life-saving im-
provements. You almost 
certainly end up saving at 
least 150,000 American 
lives with your $100 billion 
investment. That’s at least 
150 times better than your 
return on investing the 
money in the NSA – and 
we haven’t yet even con-
sidered the cost in alienat-
ed allies and violated civil 
rights of giving the NSA all 

that money.
Unfortunately, Ameri-

cans dying in infancy or on 
the highways don’t make 
headlines, whereas victims 
of terrorism do. Politically, 
their lives are much more 
important, and so that’s 
where the money goes. In-
deed, even making calcula-
tions of this sort about the 
relative value we assign to 
human lives is thought to 
be in poor taste.

Never mind. As Her-
man Kahn, the dean of 
American nuclear strate-
gists, said when people 
criticised him for making 
cold-blooded estimates 
of how many millions of 
Americans would be killed 
as a result of various differ-
ent U.S. strategies for fight-
ing a nuclear war: “Would 
you prefer a nice, warm 
mistake?”

Ontario Power Generation (OPG) has applied to the Ontario Energy 
Board for a 30% increase in the price it is paid for nuclear power to 
help pay the massive bill for re-building the Darlington Nuclear 
Station. Meanwhile, Quebec enjoys some of the lowest electricity 
rates in North America. Quebec has been exporting power to the U.S. 
for around $0.04 a kilowatt hour – less than half OPG’s preliminary 
estimate of the cost of re-building Darlington’s aging reactors. 

 » Cybersecurity expert Jacob Appelbaum, who warned the NSA could turn iPhones 
into eavesdropping tools at a hackers conference in Germany, on the state of 
state-sponsored illegal surveillance

"The greatest threat to people on the internet is not a hacker, it’s 
the systemic abuse of laws that allow for surveillance without 
people breaking those laws being held to account."

 » From the Jan. 6, 2001 edition of the Observer

Additional funding from the province allowed for quicker 
ambulance response times in the township due to changes 
proposed by Waterloo Region. The goal was to drop average 
response time to about nine minutes; in the township, that would 
more than halve the 19 minutes in Woolwich and dramatically 
improve the almost 26 minutes in Wellesley.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
SAT. JAN. 11 @ 12:30pm - 2:30pm

New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$28.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Politicians and 
bureaucrats 
should aim higher

To the Editor,
During this season of 
peace and goodwill to all it 
is so disheartening to wit-
ness statements coming 
out of our federal govern-
ment that demonstrate 
how out of synch it is with 
the Canadian public.

First, Industry Minister 
James Moore whined on 
the radio that he was not 
responsible for feeding his 
neighbour’s child. Well, 
Merry Christmas to you 
too, Mr. Moore.

Next came Don Head, 
commissioner of Correc-
tional Service of Canada, 
warning the Ashley Smith 
inquest jury against mak-
ing recommendations that 
would be too expensive. 

This in response to 107 
days of hearings outlining 
the horrible abuses that his 
service inflicted on a men-
tally fragile young woman 
who suffered through 2,239 
days of imprisonment for 
the terrible crime of throw-
ing an apple at a postman.

How can the Canada 
I was born into produce 
politicians and bureau-
crats who can express such 
callous and hurtful com-

ments?
Perhaps we should send 

all of them a book of the 
life and politics of Mr. Man-
dela in the hopes that they 
may find a modicum of 
humanity.

Merry Christmas to all 
and hope for a brighter, 
more compassionate fu-
ture.

PAUL MARROW | WINTERBOURNE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EDITOR@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Jacks look to be on a roll
With the playoffs on the horizon, now would be a good time for team to hit its stride

WILL SLOAN

GALEA | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

A scientific 
study  
of three-
legged dogs

For me, winter has 
always held a lot of unan-
swered questions. I suspect 
it’s the same for most out-
doorsy types.

For instance, how many 
of us have not wondered, 
“If a tree falls in the forest, 
does that mean it will soon 
be hidden under a inno-
cent-looking drift until my 
snowshoe tip wedges be-
neath it and trips me up?”

The answer, of course, 
is yes.

Another question I’ve 
been pondering of late is 
whether the  frozen condi-
tion of the ground affects 
the mobility of perfectly 
good hunting dogs.

What I have learned 
should be of great interest 
to the scientific communi-
ty – or at least to some sci-
entist who can’t figure out 
how to further science by 
applying for another grant 
that will help us answer 
one more useless question. 

My scientific method 
consisted primarily of 
walking two dogs – Millie, 
our black lab, and Callie, 
our English springer span-
iel – every day of winter 
thus far, morning and eve-
ning. 

Both dogs were barefoot 
and I, acting as the con-
trol, wore heavy boots and 
socks. 

NOT SO GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Have the Wellesley 
Applejacks found their 
groove? After a bumpy first 
few months, the Jacks are 
on a hot streak, with three 
consecutive wins before 
and after Christmas: first 
against the Tavistock Braves 
(6-1) on December 20, then 
the New Hamburg Firebirds 
(5-3) December 21 and the 
Woodstock Navy Vets (7-4) 
December 28.

“We’ve generally been 
pretty pleased,” said head 
coach Rob Way. “We’ve got 
some really tough games 
coming up, so we’ve got to 
demonstrate that we can 
consistently beat teams that 
are above us in the stand-
ings.”

First, the Jacks had the 
Tavistock Braves quivering 
on opposition ice December 
20, with Alex Stoody (assist: 
Taylor Doering) scoring 
first for Wellesley at 3:28 
and Sean McEwan (Brett 
MacDonald, Alex Stoody) 
following at 18:26.

In the second period, 
the Braves landed what 
would become their only 
goal at 1:45, but Troy Wil-
liams countered with two 
goals at 11:02 (Cody Tapsell, 
Luke Rose) and 12:00 (Blake 
Hetherington, Reid Den-
stedt). The Jacks strength-
ened their lead in the third 
period with goals by Denst-
edt (Williams, Rose) at 6:39 
and Cal Jeffries (Doering, 
Hetherington) at 13:23).

The Jacks have often 
struggled against Tavis-
tock, losing their first three 
games before enjoying a 
10-1 victory on November 
30. (The Jacks have now 
passed that team to claim 
fifth-place in the confer-

ence). “It’s been nice to get 
over that hurdle, and the 
kids have competed well 
against them,” said Way.

But it was the last pre-
Christmas game against 
New Hamburg that Way 
called “one of our best 
games of the year,” with 
the team enjoying a hard-
fought 5-3 win on home ice.

“We’ve preached to the 
kids all year: they have 
to win the special teams; 
they have to win the power 
plays; we did that against 
New Hamburg. … I really 
believe that’s how you win 
this league: win the special 
teams each game.”

The Firebirds scored first 

Sean McEwan passes the puck away from two oncoming Navy Vets. Wellesley beat Woodstock 7-4 on December 28.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

MARTIN’S PHARMACY

TEL: (519) 664-3785    FAX: (519) 664-2170 Alan S. Martin B.Sc. Phm
Pharmacist / Owner

PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 10 YEARS.

MARTIN’S PHARMACY • 10 Parkside Drive, ST. JACOBS

MARTIN’S PHARMACY
STORE HOURS:

Monday,Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Wednesday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

FREE DELIVERY TO RESIDENTS OF ST. JACOBS, ELMIRA, WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP & NORTH WATERLOO

Services Available
• Home Healthcare Supplies • Diabetic Supplies  • Blood Glucose Monitor Training 

    • Free Blood Pressure Test  • eFill Prescription Reminder 

ST. JACOBS

at 9:30, but Devon Wag-
ner (Tapsell, Rose) scored 
for Wellesley at 13:41 and 
Denstedt (Tapsell, Wil-
liams) took the lead at 19:23. 
Stoody (McEwand, Mac-
Donald) put another one on 
the Jacks’ board at 5:20 in 
the second.

New Hamburg managed 
a slight rebound at 18:48 
in the second and 4:48, 
but Stoody sank two more 
pucks at 14:42 and 19:40 
(against an empty net) to 
seal the Jacks’ victory. 

“The kids battled really 
hard and got the win they 
deserved,” said Way.

Despite a 7-4 win, the 
Jacks faced a harder time 

on December 28 against the 
Woodstock Navy Vets, as 
the low-ranking opponents 
never took an eye off the 
goal.

The Jacks enjoyed an aus-
picious beginning, with four 
goals in the first period that 
seemingly buried the rivals: 
Stoody (Lebold, McEwan) at 
1:37; Rose (McKenzie Carter, 
Jeffries) at 2:31; Hethering-
ton (Williams, Mark Detzler) 
at 3:18; and Stoody (Parker 
Wood, Detzler) at 14:18.

But beginning in the 
second period, the tide 
turned. Woodstock scored 
at 1:58. While Wellesley’s 
Brett MacDonald (Stoody, 
McEwan) managed a goal 

at 14:20, Woodstock found 
the back of the net at 16:01, 
and 13:25, and then again 
at 16:03 in the third. The 
Jacks managed to salvage a 
win with goals by Denstedt 
(Wood, Williams) at 19:07 
and Stoody (MacDonald, 
Wood) at 19:41 – the latter 
on an empty net.

Several penalties helped 
Woodstock gain some 
momentum, but Way says 
the problem was deeper. 
“Despite telling the kids, 
‘Do not take your foot off 
the pedal,’ I think we scored 
those first four goals so 
quickly that we laid back a 

JACKS | 12
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Grandpa: Emergency blood transfusion. 
Sunday 11:00am

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for 
more information or to book 

an appointment.   

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Give Blood ... 
to save lives.
The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday January 10, 2014
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm
at Linwood Community Centre, Linwood

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

· 8 Therapists Available
· Evening Appointments
· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, Sports Injury, 
   Prenatal Massage
· Reflexology
· Hot Stone Massage
· Gift Certificates Available

ELMIRA WELLNESS CENTRE 69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-4425

Meet the RMT’s of

&  A S S O C I AT E S

KRISTA SANDELLI (McLeod)

Registered Massage Therapy
Krista Sandelli 

RMT
Colleen Thom 

RMT
Jessica Zantinge 

RMT
Julie Wemp 

RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

With his team getting 
set to resume play after 
a break for the holidays, 
Elmira’s director of hockey 
operations says there’s 
much to be happy about 
thus far.

 “I’d say it’s been a good 
start, a good first half of 
the year. We just hope to 
improve on it in the new 
year and just keep the boys 
doing what they are doing,” 
said Keith Stewart. 

The Sugar Kings have a 
record of 25-4-3, their 53 
points putting them in sec-
ond place in the Midwest-
ern Conference, just two 
points behind Kitchener 
and with a game in hand.

In their last three games 
before the break, the Kings 
swept away the confer-
ence-trailing Brantford 
99ers 3-2 on December 19 
before heading into some 
tough competition with 
Cambridge over back-to-
back games, coming out 
with a 2-1 shootout loss on 
December 21 then a win at 
home 4-2 the next day. 

Brantford, though well 
behind the Kings in the 
GOJHL standings, forced 
overtime before falling to 
the visiting squad. Elmira 
can thank the PK, which 
killed off eight penalties, 
for helping with the two 
points.

Mitch Klie got the Kings 
rolling on the scoreboard 
at 9:49 on assists from 
Michael Wilkins and Zac 
Coulter. The tide would 
turn, at least temporarily, 

Kings face Cullitons 
following Christmas break
Now rested, team had busy pre-holiday schedule, 
managing to take five of six points up for grabs

ELENA MAYSTRUK as Brantford scored twice 
in the opening frame de-
spite being outshot 16-8.

Brantford netminder 
Marcus Del Conte was pep-
pered some more in the 
second period – shots were 
doubled up again, 14-7 – 
but turned away all com-
ers, as did his crease rival, 
Jonathan Reinhart.

The period did, however, 
offer up 20 of the game’s 30 
penalty minutes, including 
misconducts for fighting 
awarded to Cash Seraphim 
and 99ers’ Alex Deluce.

It was still 2-1 after 40 
minutes.

The third period played 
out much the same way 
until the last six minutes. 
Klie came through again on 
an unassisted goal at 14:43 
to tie the game and send 
the teams into OT, where 
Adam Campagnolo (David 
Savery, Wilkins) potted the 
winning goal at 2:25. 

Shots were 48-27 overall.
Two days later in Cam-

bridge, the Kings were in 
another close battle, this 
time with the much tough-
er Winter Hawks.

Both teams found the 
back of the net late in the 
first period, Cambridge first 
at 17:10 followed a minute 
later by Elmira’s Savery 
(Klie, Coulter) at 18:12. 

What followed was a 1-1 
deadlock lasting two more 
periods, Elmira nearly 
matching the opposition 
for shots 35-33 until the 
Winter Hawks finally won 
in the shootout, which re-
quired six rounds to settle.

Perhaps tired of one-goal 

games, the Kings stepped 
up their play the next day 
as Cambridge came to the 
WMC for seconds. Though 
there was no activity on the 
scoreboard in the first pe-
riod, the middle frame saw 
Brodie Whitehead (Mitch 
Wright) land the first goal 
at 3:02, followed by Wright 
(Justin Cooke, Campag-
nolo) at 6:24, then Campag-
nolo (Savery, Brubacher) at 
13:58. 

“Cambridge is a hard 
building to play in. It was 
a three out of four point 
weekend, and I’d say that’s 
pretty successful,” said 
Stewart of the matches 
against the Hawks. “The 
boys bounced back in our 
barn on Sunday. We just 
worked hard, we got back 
to the basics and our passes 
were a lot better and our 
man-to-man coverage, 
things like that. We didn’t 
have any little breakdowns 
and our energy level was a 
bit better.” 

The Winter Hawks found 
the back of the net at 17:27 
before ending the period 
and coming back for the 
final frame, they did it 
again at 5:39, but too little 
too late, and it was their 
last. Klie (Cass Frey) sealed 
the deal by scoring into an 
empty net in the last sec-
ond for the 4-2 win.

After the Christmas 
break, the Kings get a 
chance to work off some 
of that turkey in their first 
match of the New Year, tak-
ing on the Stratford Culli-
tons Sunday at 7 p.m. at the 
Dan Snyder Arena. 

little. We went from what 
could have been a very easy 
game if we’d kept pounding 
them, to creating a situa-
tion where Woodstock was 
believing they could beat us 
going into the third.”

Indeed, Woodstock out-
shot Wellesley in the third 
period 20-13, and 49-47 
overall.

Still, the scores are par-
ticularly impressive given 
that the team has had a 
revolving-door lineup over 
the holidays, with several 
players out of commission. 
But even this, says Way, 
presents opportunities.

“It’s steadily evolving. … 
The neat thing is, the kids 
we’ve put into positions 
have done really well for us. 
A kid like Sean McEwan, 

who basically is a first-year 
rookie for us, we moved 
him from a line that wasn’t 
necessarily seeing a lot of 
ice time, and he’s played 
phenomenally for us.”

With only 11 games left 
before the regular season 
wraps up on February 1, the 
pressure is on to keep the 
wins coming.

“I feel like we’re going the 

JACKS: Hoping to peak at the right time
FROM | 11

right way into the playoffs,” 
said Way. “Right now we’re 
healthy, we’re feeling good 
about how we’re playing, 
and we just have to continue 
to build on that.”

The Jacks will test their 
mettle against the Paris 
Mounties – the second-
place team – on January 5 
at the Wellesley arena. The 
game starts at 7:30 p.m.

Carter McKenzie jostles for  the puck.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]



SPORTS | 13THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2014

What I learned, without 
any grant money what-
soever, is that eventually, 
depending on the severity 
of the cold or the length of 
the walk, a hunting dog will 
walk on three legs. Two of 
which are often yours.

If, however, you push 
them off you, your dog will 
simply rotate its line-up of 
operational legs, keeping 
75 per cent on the ground 
throughout the walk.

The interesting thing 
is that my hunting dogs 
do not lose any speed, 
maneuverability or bal-

ance while operating on 
three legs. This leads me to 
believe that the fourth leg 
on a hunting dog is simply 
a redundancy measure 
meant so that the canine 
in question can continue 
to operate in sub-zero tem-
peratures.

This leads to another 
interesting question: What 
does a three-legged dog do 
in situations like this?

The answer, I suppose, 
would be to operate on 
two legs when the frozen 
ground got too cold to the 
touch. I’ve actually seen 
dogs do this too and it’s 

remarkable how well they 
get by.

Which leads us to the 
part of my research that is 
most applicable to humans 
– that being, what does 
a two-legged creature do 
when confronted with bare 
feet and heavily frozen 
ground? 

I possess a little insight 
on this, having stepped 
out of my house in bare 
feet earlier this week to 
reach for a glove that I had 
dropped on the front step. 
Unfortunately, I locked my-
self out in the process. So I 
can tell you that in the time 

it took for Jenn to get to the 
door, I learned to manage 
very well on one foot.

I moved so well, in fact, 
that I believe I could have 
actually hopped down a 
deer that was operating on 
all four legs. The fact that 
the deer would probably be 
warm provides additional 
incentive, I suppose. 

Really, it seems to me 
that although it’s better to 
have thick socks and a good 
pair of boots in winter, so 
long as you have two legs 
and the propensity to hop 
quickly, you might stand a 
chance being barefoot in 
winter provided you find 
warmth quickly enough. 
After all, early man must 
have done this before the 
invention of Gore-tex.

It seems to me that the 
issues begin for creatures 
that only have one leg. 
It’s no wonder that such a 
creature does not naturally 
exist. Up here in the north, 
it wouldn’t have a leg to 
stand on.

GALEA: Trying to keep warm will certainly keep you hopping
FROM | 11

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRES 
SEWER USE BY-LAW (1-90) AMENDMENT

A Public Consultation Centre (PCC) has been scheduled to provide information and receive 
input and comments on a draft amendment to the Sewer Use By-law (1-90) from interested 
members of the public.

Notice of Public Information Centre 
PROPOSED REGION OF WATERLOO

SIGN BY-LAW

The Region of Waterloo will be holding a public information centre to introduce a draft 
Regional By-law respecting signs on Regional roads. The proposed Sign By-law addresses 
all types of unoffi cial signs on Regional roads including election signs, business accessory 
signs, farm accessory signs, mailbox accessory signs, open house signs and poster signs. 
The proposed Sign By-law establishes requirements for unoffi cial signs including:

    • Location and placement;
    • Size, shape, construction and content;
    • Impacts to the function of the road;
    • Number of signs and timing of placement; and
    • Sign removal.

Staff are also proposing an amendment to the Region’s Tourism and Essential Services 
Signing Policy to allow tourism signage on Regional roads for agri-toursim activities.

When:  Tuesday, June 17, 2008, drop in 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Place:  Regional Administration Headquarters (lobby)
              150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

This public information centre is being held for the purpose of providing information and 
receiving comments from the public. A copy of the draft By-law is available for review in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce, Region of Waterloo, 2nd fl oor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener or on the 
Region’s website at:

                     www.region.waterloo.on.ca - tab Newsroom, tab Public Notices

If you have questions concerning the By-law, please contact Nancy Button, 
Manager, Transportation Engineering at 519-575-4520 or by email at 
bnancy@region.waterloo.on.ca

If you require accessible services to participate in this meeting, please contact the above 
noted person by Tuesday, June 10, 2008.

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this 
project are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal 
Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be 
included in a submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this 
information should be referred to the person indicated above.

Nancy Button
Manager, Transportation Engineering
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3

The PCC will be a drop-in open house format, with information presented on display boards.  
Regional staff will be in attendance to provide further explanation and to receive your 
comments and questions.

The amendment to the by–law is a result of the Region’s jurisdiction over the sewage 
collections systems in North Dumfries and Wellesley Townships. The by-law prohibits, 
regulates, and controls the discharge of waters and wastes into bodies of water within the 
Regional area or into the Regional sanitary trunk sewers and sewage treatment works. It 
also regulates and controls any extensions, alterations or enlargements to area municipal 
sewers.  The amendments regulate any connections to the Regional sewage system and 
additional powers to enforce the by-law. The amending by-law is expected to be approved 
by Regional Council in February 2014.

A copy of the draft by-law amendment will be available for review starting December 30, 
2013 in the Regional Clerk’s Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, 
Kitchener or on the Region’s website at www.regionofwaterloo.ca.  

Inquiries can be directed to:

Mr. Khalid Mehmood, M.Sc (Eng), P.Eng.
Manager, Engineering & Wastewater Programs
Water Services, Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, N2G 4J3
Phone: 519-575-4720 
Fax: 519-575-4452
E-mail: kmehmood@regionofwaterloo.ca

Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, 
and property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the public 
record. Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to Khalid 
Mehmood.

January 14, 2014
5 – 7:00 p.m.
Wellesley Community Centre
Wellesley Room
1000 Maple Leaf Street
Wellesley, Ontario 

January 16, 2014
5 – 7:00 p.m.
North Dumfries Community Centre
Dumfries Room
2958 Greenfield Drive
Ayr, Ontario 

Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, telephone 
number, and property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the 
public record. Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to 
Olga Vrentzos.

Accessibility: This event is accessible for people with disabilities. Accessible parking is 
available. If you require assistance to attend or participate in this meeting, or to access 
information in alternate formats, please contact Olga Vrentzos at least five days prior to 
the meeting.  

Notice of Public Information Centre 
PROPOSED REGION OF WATERLOO

SIGN BY-LAW

The Region of Waterloo will be holding a public information centre to introduce a draft 
Regional By-law respecting signs on Regional roads. The proposed Sign By-law addresses 
all types of unoffi cial signs on Regional roads including election signs, business accessory 
signs, farm accessory signs, mailbox accessory signs, open house signs and poster signs. 
The proposed Sign By-law establishes requirements for unoffi cial signs including:

    • Location and placement;
    • Size, shape, construction and content;
    • Impacts to the function of the road;
    • Number of signs and timing of placement; and
    • Sign removal.

Staff are also proposing an amendment to the Region’s Tourism and Essential Services 
Signing Policy to allow tourism signage on Regional roads for agri-toursim activities.

When:  Tuesday, June 17, 2008, drop in 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Place:  Regional Administration Headquarters (lobby)
              150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

This public information centre is being held for the purpose of providing information and 
receiving comments from the public. A copy of the draft By-law is available for review in 
the Clerk’s Offi ce, Region of Waterloo, 2nd fl oor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener or on the 
Region’s website at:

                     www.region.waterloo.on.ca - tab Newsroom, tab Public Notices

If you have questions concerning the By-law, please contact Nancy Button, 
Manager, Transportation Engineering at 519-575-4520 or by email at 
bnancy@region.waterloo.on.ca

If you require accessible services to participate in this meeting, please contact the above 
noted person by Tuesday, June 10, 2008.

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies regarding this 
project are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  Under the Municipal 
Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be 
included in a submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of this 
information should be referred to the person indicated above.

Nancy Button
Manager, Transportation Engineering
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, ON N2G 4J3

Tuesday, January 14, 2014
5 - 7:00 p.m.
Wellesley Community Centre, 
Wellesley Room
1000 Maple Leaf Street,
Wellesley, Ontario

Thursday, January 16, 2014
5 - 7:00 p.m.
North Dumfries Community Centre, 
Dumfries Room
2958 Greenfield Road,
Ayr, Ontario

Olga Vrentzos, B.Sc.
Manager, Operations and Maintenance
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick St, 7th Floor
Kitchener ON  N2G 4J3
Telephone:  519-575-4757 x3144
Fax: 519-575-4452
E-mail: ovrentzos@regionofwaterloo.ca

Kevin Dolishny, P.Eng.
Senior Project Engineer
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick St, 7th Floor
Kitchener ON  N2G 4J3
Telephone:  519-575-4757 x3862
Fax: 519-575-4452
E-mail: kdolishny@regionofwaterloo.ca

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRES
WATER DISTRIBUTION BY-LAW, NORTH DUMFRIES AND WELLESLEY

A Public Consultation Centre (PCC) has been scheduled to provide information and receive 
input and comments on a draft water distribution by-law and proposed backflow prevention 
program from interested members of the public.

The PCC will be a drop-in open house format, with information presented on display boards.  
Regional staff will be in attendance to provide further explanation and to receive your 
comments and questions.

The Region of Waterloo has developed a draft Water Distribution By-law for the Townships 
of North Dumfries and Wellesley.  The by-law allows harmonization of previous Township by-
laws and addresses changes in legislation including the regulation of backflow prevention 
devices.  The amending by-law is expected to be approved by Regional Council in February 
2014. The draft by-law has five general themes which are set out as follows:

1. Prohibiting any harm or damage to the water distribution system;
2. Regulating any connection or disconnection to the water distribution system;
3. Regulating the installation and maintenance of backflow prevention devices;
4. Regulating the use and placement of water meters, the implementation of water   
 rates and the shut off of water for non-payment of water fees; and 
5. Creating offences for the contravention of provisions of the by-law.

A copy of the draft by-law will be available for review starting December 30, 2013 in the 
Regional Clerk’s Office, Region of Waterloo, 2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener or on 
the Region’s website at www.regionofwaterloo.ca.

Inquiries can be directed to:

SHOUT IT.
SHOUT IT LOUD.
ADD SOME VOLUME TO YOUR NEXT PROMOTION.

It speaks volumes when you advertise your business, event, service or new
product in Woolwich & Wellesley’s must-read community newspaper. 

Check out our rates online at www.observerxtra.com/advertise/media-kit/
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RESOURCES. PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS WITH A PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED 

AD IN THE OBSERVER TODAY.
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ELMIRA
519-669-9122

MILVERTON
519-595-7205

Looking for
a CHANGE?

Be Part of a MOVEMENT
to Help Pinacle Fight Obesity

and Weight Challenges

This 6 week body transformation contest starts January 20th 2014!
Pre-register online now. No current membership required. Includes

weekly Bootcamps, online coaching, nutrition advice & 6 Week
membership for all non members. 5 people per team.

Register today @ pinaclehealthandfitness

Contest
Starts

JAN 20th

2014

www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com

BIGGEST
WINNER

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
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Joyce Reimer BA, FMA, CPCA, PFP

Vice President, Senior Wealth Advisor
53 Arthur St. West, Elmira ON

Tel: 519-669-4622
joyce.reimer@nbpcd.com

Work with an Advisor who’ll take the time to know you.

As a dedicated professional I strive to provide a high  
level of service and expertise for all my clients. I can  
offer in-depth market understanding to help build  
stronger portfolios and an investment strategy that’s  
right for your life.

Contact me to discuss.
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BRAND NEW YOU!
It’s a brand new year, time to shake things up. Create a brand new you with the help of these businesses.

1.  Be Realistic
2.  Plan Ahead
3.  Outline Your Plan
4.  Make a “Pros” and “Cons” List
5.  Talk About It
6.  Reward Yourself
7.  Track Your Progress
8.  Don’t Beat Yourself Up
9.  Stick to It
10. Keep Trying

10 Tips to Help You 
Keep Your New Year’s 
Resolution

BRAND NEW YOU! »Continued on page 16
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BRAND NEW YOU!
HAVE YOU RESOLVED TO GET ORGANIZED IN 2014?

A New LeafA New LeafA New Leaf
CAN ORGANIZE SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR...

Home Office • Closets • Kitchen/Bathroom • Storage Solutions
Small Business • Basement • Moving | Downsizing • Space Planning

Contact CATHY MENDLER 
519.669.1377

for a FREE 1 HOUR consultation 
www.anewleaforganizers.ca

Proud Member

of Professional

Organizers in

Canada

SAVE 15% ON APPOINTMENTS 
BOOKED BEFORE FEBRUARY 15TH

• Nutritional Consulting
• Special Diets, Health

Conditions, Family Dining
• Menu Planning
• Grocery Store Tours
• Weight Loss Strategies That 

Won’t Leave You Hungry

www.designedforyounutrition.com
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-503-7926

Amy Sonnenberg, RHN
Registered Holistic Nutritionist

• Support weight loss
• Improve energy
• Boost the immune system

Joy! Health Naturally!
Darlene Vandermey
Tel: 519-698-0300
AIM Independent Distributor

AIM CoCoa LeafGreens & ProPeas

Mix, Shake & Drink! 
the Way to a Healthier You

with cocoa, greens & protein

Hair
IMAGERY

Haircuts  Colours
Highlights  Perms

Sonia Hiuser Hairstylist/Owner

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

WELLESLEY | 519-656-1080 | soniahiuser@rogers.com

Book an appt. in Jan. and

ENTER TO WIN A FREE HAIRCUT!

Massage Therapy 

Hons. B.A, B.ED., R.M.T., Since 1998
Student of Nutrition, Doula

519-569-1616 • 2180 Hunsberger Road • Conestogo

Stress and Pain relief • Headaches • Sciatic Pain
Deep Tissue Massage • Fascial Release 

Pregnancy and Labour Support 

in Conestogo

Registered 

byStephanie Forte
Accepting

New Patients
Daytime Appointments

Available

www.totalholisticwellness.com

JENNIFER METZGER
BAA, RRPr, DCHomMed

519-594-1639 metzgerjenn@gmail.com

It’s a brand new year, time to shake things up. Create a brand new you with the help of these businesses.

»Continued from page 15

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: TYKE SELECT
Dec 21 vs. Hespeler
Hespeler: 7 Woolwich: 0

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec 16 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 3 Hespeler: 2
Goals: Dustin Good, Joey 
Martin, Jordan Chang
Assists: Eric Hutton, 
Isaiah Reitzel, Denver Martin, 
Ryan Brubacher

Dec 20 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 3 Hespeler: 1
Goals: Ryan Brubacher, 
Dustin Good, Isaiah Reitzel
Assists: Jordan Chang, 
Ethan Bickerton, Eric Hutton, 
Joey Martin

Dec 21 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 6 Dundas: 1
Goals: Isaiah Reitzel, Eric 
Hutton, Joey Martin, Jordan 
Chang, Ryan Brubacher x2
Assists: Cade Beacom, 
Ethan Bickerton, Drew 
Birmingham, Ryan Brubacher, 
Denver Martin, Pacey Camm

Dec 22 vs. Burlington
Woolwich: 1 Burlington: 4
Goals: Jordan Chang
Assists: Ethan Bickerton, 
Will Lavigne

Novice: LL #1
Dec 28 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 2 Ayr: 5

THE SCORE

Goals: Nathan Martin x2
Assists: David Taylor

Novice: LL #3
Dec 21 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 3 St. George: 3
Goals: Owen Brown x3
Assists: Nathan Lipp, Jake 
Wingrove, Ryan Wingrove

Atom: MAJOR AA
Dec 20 vs. Center Wellington
Woolwich: 4 Centre Welling-
ton: 3
Goals: Colton Schmitt x2, 
Gavin Roemer, Kyler Austin
Assists: Cole Slade, Ethan 
Birmingham, Tyler Martin, 
Gavin Roemer

Atom: AE
Dec 6 vs. Arthur
Woolwich: 2 Arthur: 1
Goals: Mitch Hartman, Seb 
Garrett
Assists: Lucas Radler x2, 
Sam Goebel
Dec 7 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 1 New Hamburg: 1
Goals: Seb Garrett
Assists: Sam Goebel

Dec 8 vs. Erin Hillsburgh
Woolwich: 6 Erin Hillsburgh: 0
Goals: Sam Siopiolosz x3, 
Gavin Wilson, Cole Seabrook, 
Seb Garrett
Assists: Gavin Wilson 
x4, Cole Seabrook x2, Connor 
Waters, Mitch Hartman x2, 
Keith Mikel, Tyler Brubacher
Dec 14 vs. Hespeler
Woolwich: 1 Hespeler: 5
Goals: Simon Shantz

Assists: Connor Waters

Dec 19 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 2 New Hamburg: 2
Goals: Simon Shantz, Seb 
Garrett
Assists: Cole Seabrook, 
Lucas Radler

Atom: LL #1
Dec 21 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 3 St. George: 3
Goals: Turner Duldhardt 
x2, Mac Benham

Dec 28 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 16 Plattsville: 1
Goals: Braxten Breen 
x3, Turner Duldhardt x3, Mac 
Benham x3, Ryan Shantz x3, 
Colton Benham x3, Braxten 
Breen x5
Assists: Mac Benham x3, 
Braxten Breen x5

Atom: LL #2
Dec 21 vs. Beverly
Woolwich: 0 Beverly: 2

Atom: LL #3
Dec 23 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 3 Twin Centre: 6
Goals: Danny Soehner x2, 
Nolan Karger
Assists: Danny Soehner, 
Daniel Kelly, Nolan Karger, Cole 
Sellars

Dec 28 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 3 Ayr: 1
Goals: Danny Soehner, 
Nolan Karger, Kieren Oberholzer
Assists: Griffen Boerner, 
Ashton Weber, Logan Beard

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec 18 vs. Oakville
Woolwich: 3 Oakville: 0
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin, 
Brett Allen, Matt Fleischmann
Assists: Brett Allen, 
Keaton McLaughlin, Jake 
Clemmer, Jesse Martin, Nathan 
Taylor
Shutout: Zach Verwey

Dec 21 vs. Guelph
Woolwich: 6 Guelph: 1
Goals: Brett Allen x2, 
Matt Fleischmann, Nathan 
Taylor, Cole Chipman, Keaton 
McLaughlin
Assists: Jesse Martin x2, 
Ben Witmer, Blake Roemer, 
Trevor Ferretti, Keaton 

McLaughlin, Jake Clemmer

PeeWee: LL #2
Dec 19 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 1 St. George: 2
Goals: Max Nitsche
Assists: William Carter, 
Connor Kroetsch

Dec 21 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 8 New Hamburg: 2
Goals: Matthew Brubacher 
x4, Matthew Thaler x2, Max 
Nitsche, Sam Nitsche

PeeWee: LL #3
Dec 21 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 1 St. George: 0
Goals: Daniel Bullock
Assists: Tyson Kraemer

Shutout: James Ormson

Dec 28 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 2 Paris: 3
Goals: Turner Willoughby x2
Assists: Daniel Bullock, 
Clay Martin, Blake Richardson

Midget: MAJOR A
Dec 17 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 5 New Hamburg: 1
Goals: Mathieu Fife, 
Matthew Leger, Tyler Seguin, 
Kelby Martin, Josh Kueneman
Assists: Grant Kernick, 
Matthew Leger x2, Jason 
Dunbar, Tyler Seguin x2, 
Nicholas Pavanel, Luke Brown

Dec 23 vs. Halton Hills

Woolwich: 9 Halton Hills: 2
Goals: Alex Uttley x3, 
Scott Martin, Matthew Lair x2, 
Timothy Shuh, Grant Kernick, 
Tyler Seguin
Assists: Timothy Shuh 
x3, Scott Martin, Cole Conlin, 
Tyler Seguin, Luke Brown, Alex 
Uttley, Grant Kernick x2, Adrian 
Gilles, Matthew Lair

Midget: LL #3
Dec 27 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 3 Paris: 6
Goals: Nick Berlet, Noah 
Reitzel, Alex Taylor
Assists: Duncan 
MacDonald x2, Adam Elliott, 
Alex Taylor

Bantam: LL #1
Dec 28 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 4 New Hamburg: 1
Goals: Walker Schott, Liam 
Catton x2, Connor Graham
Assists: Ben Lenaers, 
Daniel Gallant, Walker Schott

Bantam: LL #3
Dec 19 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 2 Twin Centre: 3
Goals: Tristen White, Alex 
Taylor
Assists: Alex Taylor, Vince 
Dally, Noah Reitzel, Jacob 
Cornwall 
 
HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

Novice: MAJOR A
Brampton Silver Stick  
Tournament – Dec 27-29
Game 1 vs. New Hamburg

Woolwich: 0 New Hamburg: 2
Game 2 vs. Caledon
Woolwich: 8 Caledon: 3
Goals: Jordan Chang x4, 
Cade Beacom, Eric Hutton, Joey 
Martin, Keenan Martin
Assists: Dustin Good x3, 
Pacey Camm, Jordan Chang, 
Cade Beacom x2, Ethan 
Bickerton, Isaiah Reitzel, Will 
Lavigne, Joey Martin, Drew 
Birmingham
Game 3 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 11 Brampton: 0
Goals: Joey Martin x2, Eric 
Hutton x2, Keenan Martin, Cade 
Beacom, Denver Martin, Isaiah 
Reitzel, Dustin Good x2, Jordan 
Chang
Assists: Isaiah Reitzel 
x2, Keenan Martin, Ethan 
Bickerton x2, Joey Martin, 
Ryan Brubacher x2, Eric 
Hutton, Pacey Camm, Drew 
Birmingham, Jordan Chang, 
Cade Beacom x2
Shutout: Nathan Whittom
Game 4 vs. Halton Hills
Woolwich: 5 Halton Hills: 1
Goals: Dustin Good x2, 
Keenan Martin, Eric Hutton, 
Joey Martin
Assists: Joey Martin, Ryan 
Brubacher, Isaiah Reitzel x2, 
Pacey Camm
Game 5 vs. Halton Hills
Woolwich: 5 Halton Hills: 1
Goals: Dustin Good x2, 
Keenan Martin, Eric Hutton, 
Joey Martin
Assists: Joey Martin, Ryan 
Brubacher, Isaiah Reitzel x2, 

LANCERS SKATE TO TIE VS. WODSS

After a flawless start to the season, the EDSS girls finally tied their first game against Waterloo-Oxford 
3-3 on December 18 at the WMC.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

THE SCORE | 21
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

AGRICULTURE / LOOKING AHEAD

Farm forecast calls for volatility

Ontario has passed a 
new act to recognize the role 
of professional agrologists in 
agriculture. 

And that’s good for ev-
eryone from farmers to 
the public. Agrologists are 
professionals entrusted with 
giving farmers good advice 
on all matters related to 
managing and producing 
crops and livestock. This 
advice helps keep food plen-
tiful and the environment 
safe, in a society where the 
pressure is growing daily 
on farmers to produce more 
food economically, and in a 
socially acceptable manner. 

Officially, The Guelph-
based Ontario Institute 
of Agrologists (OIA), the 
organization that governs 
the profession, defines 
agrology as “the practice of 
bioresource and economics 
sciences to provide advice 
to the agriculture, agri-food 
and natural resources sector 
and contribute to the health 
of society, environment and 
economy.” 

Agrologists, it continues, 
are those who “engage for 
hire, gain, or salary in the 
development, acquisition, 
use, application, teaching, 
demonstration and commu-
nication of scientific prin-
ciples, practices and laws 
relating to agricultural, agri-
food and natural sciences 

Professional 
farm advice 
gets official 
thumbs up 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

ROBERTS | 18

Which is pretty much always the case, 
with some political issues and grain-
price fallout in the mix for 2014

FARMING | 18

WILL SLOAN

Extreme weather led to extreme disparity in crops this year, with some farmers relishing the moisture and others getting waterlogged. At the St. 
Jacobs Farmers’ Market, the vegetables at Produce Express are looking fine. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

In 2011, winter skipped 
the Waterloo Region. In 
2012, a summer drought 
proved devastating to many 
local crop farmers. And 
2013? From a protracted 
winter to a moist summer to 
a December ice storm that 
topped the year with a cher-
ry, the weather has certainly 
kept the agriculture sector 
on its toes.

Heading into 2014, what 
did an unpredictable year 
mean for our local farmers? 
And what can they expect in 
the next 12 months?

“We’re seeing a lot of this 
more extreme weather that 
everybody’s going to have 
to cope with,” said Neil Cur-
rie, general manager of the 
Ontario Federation of Agri-
culture.

“We’re really seeing some 
extreme weather happening 
on a fairly localized basis. In 
some areas, they might have 
had five-inch rain events, 
and in other areas nearby 
they were suffering from too 
little moisture.”

Agriculture is a compli-
cated industry, and more 
than most, it’s volatile. For 
further proof, consider the 
list of five agriculture issues 
to watch in 2014 released 
this week by Regina-based 
Farm Credit Canada (FCC), 
which addresses some of 
the key trends for farmers to 
anticipate.

At the top of the list was 
value of farmland, which has 
generally increased rapidly 
in recent years, but could be 
heading to a plateau as grain 

prices drop. Also on the list 
are international trade deals 
(including the tentative free 
trade agreement between 
Canada and the European 
Union, and the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership); U.S. political 
infighting (with the ever-
present risk of a debt de-
fault); increasing viability 
of Canadian beef (cattle 
numbers declined as a result 
of drought in the U.S.); and 
a projected decline in equip-
ment sales (owing to a slight 
decrease in crop prices).

Closer to home, the On-
tario Federation of Agricul-
ture has noted a decline in 
the market for grains. “They 
came off a couple of really 
good years in spite of the 
weather … but that ended 
this year,” said Currie.

He continued, “Mean-
while, because of the high 
grain prices, the livestock 
commodities shrunk in 
terms of herd size, so now 
they’re starting to enjoy 
some profit with lower feed 
costs and less inventory.”

Currie concludes that 
markets are becoming more 
cyclical than we’ve seen in 
the last 20 years.

“In grain, we really haven’t 
seen those price cycles. 15 
years ago it was a steady de-
cline in margins, and it was 
pretty depressed until about 
2007-2008. Now we’re start-
ing to see some price cycling 
again; we’ll have to see what 
happens globally with the 
South American and Rus-
sian crops.”

Absent from the FCC list, 

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca 24 Hour Service • Sales & Installation

Jeremy Metzger | 519-510-4368 | info@metzgersheating.ca

Authorized Dealer

Your Comfort
is Our Business

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca
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Currie notes that the big-
gest recent change in the 
agriculture sector is the in-
creased importance of mar-
keting – arguably as central 
to the profession as farming. 
This will only become more 
relevant through 2014, as 
the weather and the mar-
kets grow more volatile.

“It’s not just plant-and-
grow, harvest-and-sell any-
more – they have to put a lot 
more work into their mar-
keting strategy,” said Currie. 
“They keep their eye on 
the markets, and they pay 
attention to the trends like 
the South American crop 
reports on a daily basis.”

He continued, “You can’t 
sell 100 per cent of your 
crops in advance, or you’re 
in serious trouble if you 
have a drought. … A lot of 
guys are picking their pric-
ing, watching the markets, 
they might sell half their 
crop, and look at different 
types of crops, like alterna-
tive grains. They’re just 
becoming smarter business-
men.”

When asked if he had 
advice for the region’s 
agriculture sector, Currie 
boils it down to a few keys 
points:

“The weather is always 
going to be a factor. They’re 
going to have to put in risk-
management strategies 
in terms of the financial 
tools available from the 
government programs. 
They might want to look 
at risk management for ir-
rigation systems if drought 
becomes a factor.”

Above all, Currie advises 
those in the industry to 
keep an eye on the trade 
deals that could have a dra-
matic impact on markets 
across the world. “Over the 
course of this coming year, 
we’re going to have to look 
carefully at the trade agree-
ments coming up. There 
are some advantages, and 
there are some dangerous 
opportunities there.

“You’ll have to be look-
ing at those international 
trends, because even if 
you’re not exporting, it 
clearly affects you anyway.”

FARMING: Uncertainty may lead some producers to look at changing their mix of crops
FROM | 17

and to agricultural and 
resource economics.” The 
emphasis here is on profes-
sionals, and good advice. 
Agrologists have agreed-
upon standards. If you want 
to call yourself an agrologist, 
to begin with you need a 
four-year undergraduate 
degree, or a graduate degree 
in agriculture or related sci-
ence or management from 
an accredited Canadian uni-
versity. You have to “article” 
and meet requirements 
laid out in the institute’s 
professionalism and ethics 
curriculum, participate in 
professional development 

courses and pass an exam. 
You have to actually work 

in the industry, pay fees to 
the institute, and provide 
character references. 

This puts agrologists at 
a pretty high level. In fact, 
the province thinks agrol-
ogy is important enough to 
give it its own act. That step 
started in 1960, with the 
Ontario Professional Agrolo-
gists Act. Last month it was 
updated with Bill PR 15, An 
Act Respecting the Ontario 
Institute of Professional 
Agrologists, which received 
second and third reading in 
the Legislature, as well as 
Royal Assent.

The OIA says the bill will 
enhance the competitive-
ness of agrology practitio-
ners in Ontario by recogniz-
ing the training, expertise 
and ongoing education 
required of OIA designated 
professionals. 

It won’t affect, restrict 
or interfere with the right 
of any non-member of the 
Institute to practice in the 
field of professional agrol-
ogy, says the institute… 
which is important, because 
there are many farm advi-
sors who are expert in their 
field, but for whatever rea-
son, they are not institute 
members. 

But it will restrict the 
designations Professional 
Agrologist (P.Ag.), Techni-
cal Agrologist (T.Ag.) and 
Articling Agrologist (A.Ag.) 
to members only. In other 
words, people who formally 
call themselves agrolo-
gists – just like those who 
call themselves lawyers, 
doctors or nurses – must be 
certified. The new act was 
shepherded through the 
legislative process by Oxford 
MPP Ernie Hardeman, who 
served as the province’s 
minister of agriculture from 
1999 to 2001.

“I’m pleased that this bill 
has passed and updated the 

Ontario Institute of Agrolo-
gists Act to recognize the 
training and expertise of 
Ontario’s professional agrol-
ogists,” he said. 

Hardeman, currently the 
PC Critic for Agriculture and 
Food, said the agriculture 
industry can now rely on the 
fact that anyone using the 
Professional Agrologist title 
meets the OIA’s high stan-
dards for knowledge and 
ongoing education. 

This updated officialdom 
is likely to drive more people 
towards the institute. I think 
that’s positive for Ontario 
agriculture, particularly giv-
en how farming is increas-

ingly under the microscope. 
Having the highest stan-
dards for the professionals 
who operate in this milieu 
can only benefit everyone. 

“The industry has 
changed over the past 50 
years ... it’s more global, 
more competitive, and more 
outwardly responsible to the 
needs of the general pub-
lic,” says institute president 
Drew Orosz. “The new act 
responds to these changes, 
providing professionals con-
sulting to the broad scope 
of agricultural practices 
with a strong standard that 
is recognized across all the 
Canadian provinces.”

ROBERTS: New provincial act outlines professional designations for farm advisors
FROM | 17

Hilda Shide of Cloverleaf Farm shows off a prime cut. Cattle value is projected to increase in 2014 as numbers have declined. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

The unique sound of collaboration
Three performers have found the sum greater than its parts in Brother Sun, playing the Registry Jan. 11

WILL SLOAN

“There’s something 
in three voices singing 
together that goes back to 
our earliest musical roots,” 
says Joe Jencks of Brother 
Sun, performing January 11 
as part of Folk Night at the 
Registry.

“There is something that 
goes back long before elec-
tronic music, long before 
the microphone, long be-
fore theatres. … Three male 
voices singing together 
creating a triad, three notes 
in a chord.”

Jencks, Pat Wictor and 
Greg Greenway, already 
made their reputations as 
singer/songwriters before 
forming Brother Sun in 
2011, but Jencks says the 
group dynamic brings a 
sound that none of them 
could achieve on their own. 
Is it possible to evoke such a 
sound in words?

“The sound that we cre-
ate together is the sound of 
hopeful discovery,” he says. 
“It’s the sound of ancient 
history, woven into one 
place. There is something 
powerful in that sound all 
by itself, and then we add 
the instruments to it.”

He continues, “We have 
blues, gospel, R&B, rock, 
folk, Celtic, jazz, classical 
influences that are all swirl-
ing around in side the space 
that we create. It doesn’t re-
ally matter if we’re singing 
a jazz or blues or gospel or 
poppy song – it still sounds 
like us. What’s unique is 
not the style of music or the 
instrumentation, but those 
three voices together. So 
anything we arrange cor-

rectly is going to sound like 
us, no matter the source.”

To further articulate this 
point, Jencks quotes his 
bandmate Greg Greenway: 
“The music of Brother Sun 
is not resident within any 
one of us, but rather it exists 
in the space between us.”

If you’re having a hard 
time wrapping your head 
around that concept, here 
are some less abstract facts: 
Wictor, Jencks, and Gre-
enway hail from Boston, 
New York and Chicago, 
where they base their ac-
tive solo careers. Longtime 
friends, they put out their 
first self-titled CD in 2011 
and watched it climb to #2 
on the Folk DJ Chart (their 
follow-up, “Some Part of the 
Truth,” spent two months 
at #1).

While they record and 
tour together regularly, 
they maintain their homes 
in three separate states, 
which Jencks believes helps 
the dynamic. “I think the 
temptation to never step 
away from the work would 
be pretty persistent if we 
lived in the same region,” 
he says. 

“I wish we were closer 
together so when we were 
working out recordings it 
would be easier, but when 
we hit the road, it’s very 
focused time, and then we 
go home.”

As such, the band’s 
chemistry (and perhaps its 
novelty) has remained in 
place. “Every night we take 
the stage is a new experi-
ence. Even when we’re sing-
ing a particular song night 
after night, there is some 
foundational joy present in 

the harmonies that we cre-
ate together that exists only 
in the present time.”

He elaborates: “We’re 
creating these little sonic 
sculptures that can only 
ever exist with the three of 
us together in the present 
moment, each of us very 
focused on riding that ra-
zor’s edge of consciousness 
in our musicianship. That’s 
very exciting every time we 
do it.”

Whether it’s Brother Sun 
or the Traveling Wilburys, 
the idea of several well-
established entertainers 
joining forces can seem 
counterintuitive. At this 
stage in one’s career, would 
one have the patience of 
collaboration?

“I think for all of us, the 
truest joy in music is col-
laboration,” Jencks says. 
“All of us have spent years 
exploring the boundaries 
of what is capable of being 
accomplished as a solo per-
former. For sheer raw ener-
gy, we can create more and 
better sound, and affect 
people more immediately 
with that sound together, 
than a soloist can ever do.

“It’s a lot of work, and it 
takes a lot of energy to put 
your own agenda aside to 
make room for the group 
process … but it’s greater 
than the sum of its parts.”

Back to the less-abstract 
facts: Brother Sun performs 
as part of Folk Night at 
the Registry Theatre (122 
Frederick St., Kitchener) on 
January 11 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $20 at the door or $18 
in advance at the Centre in 
the Square box office (www.
centre-square.com).

The simple three-note triad is the bedrock for Brother Sun. Singer-songwriters Pat Wictor, Joe Jencks, and Greg Greenway are performing 
as part of Folk Night at the Registry. [SUBMITTED]

Specializing in Diversity 
& Cultural Inclusivity

Registered Play, Art &
Music Therapists

INDIVIDUALS (INCLUDING CHILDREN), COUPLES, FAMILIES AND GROUPS
COUNSELLING SERVICES FOR:

For a complete list of services available visit us at:
www.glebecentre.wlu.ca

Newly 
Established
Counselling 

Centre

177 Albert Street West
Corner of Albert St., W. & Seagram Dr.
519-884-0710 x4967

Walk-In every Thursday 1:45 – 7:00 | Last appointment @ 5:30

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

Dr. Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA T: 519-669-2405

www.elmiranaturopath.com

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

See us at our
new location!

Quality care
available for 
all ages and 
all health
conditions.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
THURSDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FOR OPTIMUM 
ADVERTISING 
RESULTS...
THE OBSERVER.

100% LOCAL

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Budget Consultation Notice
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley will be reviewing the DRAFT 
municipal budget for the year 2014, with the intent to pass a By-law to adopt a budget pursuant 
to Section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended.  The public consultation meeting(s) for 
the 2014 budget will be held at the Township of Wellesley Municipal Of�ce, 4639 Lobsinger 
Line, Crosshill on January 7, 2014 starting at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m. Additional 
consultation meetings (if required) will be held on January 9 and 13. Should you wish to attend 
the January 7 meeting or if you require further details or information, please contact Theresa 
Bisch, Township of Wellesley at (519) 699-3954 or email: tbisch@wellesley.ca

Township of Wellesley 
Public Notice

Parking By law 23/2010: The Parking By-law is being enforced in the Township of Wellesley 
by the Municipal Law Enforcement Of�cer and by the Waterloo Regional Police services.

• Parking is prohibited on all highways within the Township of Wellesley between 2:30 
am-6:00 am.

• Parking overhanging any boulevard, sidewalk or multi use trail is prohibited within the 
Township of Wellesley. 

Heavy trucks are prohibited from parking on all highways within the Township of Wellesley 
except while loading and unloading. A Highway includes all roads, shoulders, boulevards 
and sidewalks in the Township of Wellesley. 

Snow & Ice Removal By law 10/2011: The owner or occupant of any building occupied or 
not, vacant land in any settlement area in the Township of Wellesley within 24 hours after a 
snow fall or rain, during the months starting October 1 till the end of April each year, shall 
clear away and remove all snow and ice from the sidewalks in front, along the sides and at 
the rear of such building or vacant land. No person shall place or cause to be placed any 
snow or ice on any public sidewalk or traveled roadway.

The owner or occupant of any building occupied or not in any settlement area in the Town-
ship of Wellesley with a roof sloped towards a sidewalk in front, along the side or at the rear 
of such building before 9 am every day from October 1 till the end of April each year shall 
remove the snow and ice from the roof of the premises. They shall take due and proper care 
and precaution for the warning and safety of all persons using the sidewalk or road on the 
vicinity of the house and or property when removing it.

Snowmobile By Law 32/96: Persons shall not operate a motorized snow vehicle on any 
sidewalk, or on any pedestrian walkway within the Township except on recognized and 
posted trails. Motorized snow vehicles shall not be operated within 150 feet of any senior 
citizens home, church, home for the aged, nursing home, public school or other area’s posted 
with a sign which indicate that snowmobiling is prohibited.

The above are noted sections and are not to be interpreted as the By Law in its entirety. For 
more information on these and other Township By Laws please view them at 
http://www.wellesley.ca/index.php?f=departments/by-law/by-law or contact the Township 
of Wellesley Municipal Law Enforcement Officer at:

Email: bylaw@wellesley.ca
Telephone: 519-699-3942
Township of Wellesley
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R.1
St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Experienced HVAC Installer
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in 
Gas Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, 
Air Conditioning and High Pressure Cleaning 
Systems. We service Agricultural, light commercial 
and residential systems.

Applicants must hold a minimum G2 license, be able 
to work with minimal supervision, have good 
customer relation skills, and be willing to be on-call 
for emergency service on a rotating schedule with 
other team members.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to 519-638-3342, 
or by email to jobs@trimech.ca 

7877 WELLINGTON RD. 8 P.O. BOX 248 
DRAYTON, ON. N0G 1P0

308A or 308R 
Sheet Metal Installer

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in 
Gas Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, 
Air Conditioning and High Pressure Cleaning 
Systems. We service Agricultural, light commercial 
and residential systems.

Applicants should be able to work with minimal 
supervision and have good customer relation skills.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to 519-638-3342, 
or by email to jobs@trimech.ca 

7877 WELLINGTON RD. 8 P.O. BOX 248 
DRAYTON, ON. N0G 1P0

ADVANCE
MILLWRIGHTS INC.

Do you take a logical & systematic approach to 
problem solving? 

Are you self motivated self starter who takes 
pride in their work?  

Advance Millwrights Inc. has been serving the 
aggregate, feed mills, fertilizer, food & foundry 
industries since 1992. We are looking to add the 
following to our team of skilled employees 
 

Industrial & Construction  
Millwrights  (2-3 positions)
•         Minimum3-5years experience 
•         License CFQ ticket or qualified experience
•         2nd & 3rd year apprentice excepted
•                Stick welding experience & CWB Tickets 
an asset
•         Ability to read & follow blue prints & field 
sketches
•         Must be mechanically inclined
•         Ability to work with minimal supervision  
•               Trade experience with heavy duty equip-
ment
•         Trade experience in Agricultural, Industrial 
& Food plants
•         Innovative & problem solver 
•         Forklift & elevated platform tickets an asset 

We offer competitive wages,  
benefits & RRSP package. 

Please fax resumes to 519-669-4659 or  
email to brads@advancemillwrights.com

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

QUILTING CLASSES BEING 
held in Elmira. January to 
May. Call Deb 519-669-8894 
for details.

FOR SALE

ANNUAL WINTER SALE Dec. 
27 - Jan. 11 is on at Busy Bee 
Quilts Elmira, 519-669-3441. 
Discounts on fabric, yarn, 
quilt batt, tablecloth, panty-
hose and tights. Come in to 
see all of our specials. We 
now carry the complete line 
of “Blue Ridge Impressions” 
stamping supplies.

RENTALS

BRIGHT, SPACIOUS, 
1-BEDROOM apartment in 
quiet building. Ideal for 
non-smoking mature tenant. 
Close to downtown. Phone 
519-669-3423.

HELP WANTED

Busy auto repair shop in Waterloo 
looking for 

Fulltime Apprentice
or licenced mechanic - with a truck licence 

would be an asset.

Fulltime Service Writer 
Fax  resume to 519-884-1910 or 
email northfieldauto@bellnet.ca

THE OBSERVER: WE GET THE WORD OUT!
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FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM

BIRTH NOTICE

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

John David Wilson

We will love you  
always and forever.
We will cherish our 

memories and never forget.

With all our heartfelt love,

June 1, 1950 - January 3, 2013

In Loving Memory of

Mary Lou, Johnny, Mandy, Gavin, Marissa, 
Jamie, Courtney, Abigayle, Melissa, Ryan, 

Braun, Jackson and Jennifer

REMEMBER LOVED ONES 
IN THE OBSERVER

Conny Tutton

My big sister Conny Tutton is  
turning 70 January 3rd. 

Happy Birthday!
Love your sister Gurli Bolender & Family

In loving memory of a dear 
Mother and Grandmother  

who passed away 10 years ago. 
Life goes on, years go by, but 

Love and Memories never die.

Miss you & love you

Gowing Marguerite 
January 6, 2004

Gowing & Scully families

Dr. Bryan Lawrence & Mrs. Marcy Lemon-Lawrence
Mr. Fritz Richter & Mrs. Monique Richter

Mason Bruno 
Robert Richter

are thrilled to announce  
the birth of their Grandson

Proud parents are  
Bruno & Lindsay Richter 

Mason is also welcomed by  
Uncle Ryan Lawrence 

Uncle Paul, Aunt Colleen and cousins 
Lauren and Luk Richter

on August 23, 2013  
weighing 7lbs 9 oz.  

at Grand River Hospital.

Welcome Mason!

Weber, Enos “Pete”
Died peacefully surrounded by loved 
ones on Sunday, December 29, 2013 
at Forest Heights LTC, Kitchener, 
in his 86th year. Pete Weber was the 
beloved husband of the late Helen 
(Dietrich) Weber (2002); brother of the 
late Israel “Isey” Weber (2013); son of 
the late Daniel and Judith (Bauman) 
Weber; and brother-in-law of the late 
Edna Weber. Survived by brothers 
Amsey (Ruby) Weber of Elmira, Urias 
Weber of Elmira, Isaiah “Ike” (Avis) 
Weber of New Liskeard and sister-
in-law Sally Weber. Also survived by 
sister-in-law Laura Bauer of Waterloo 
and brother-in-law John Dietrich of 
Mitchell. Dearly remembered by many 
nieces and nephews and their families. 
Pete operated Weber’s Auto Body in 
Wallenstein for many years and then 
worked as an auto claims adjuster for 
insurance companies. After retiring 
Pete enjoyed volunteering with the 
hospital auxiliary at K.W. Hospital and 
St. Mary’s Hospital. Pete enjoyed many 
good years at Chateau Gardens Assisted 
Living before moving to Forest Heights 
LTC. He was an honourable “stand by 
me man” who lived his life according 
to the serenity prayer and he will be 
sadly missed by the many lives that he 
touched. The family received relatives 
and friends at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira on Friday, January 3, 
2014 from 10 a.m. until the funeral ser-
vice time of 11 a.m. in the funeral home 
chapel. Interment has taken place in 
Elmira Union Cemetery followed by a 
reception at the funeral home. In his 
memory, donations may be made to the 
Heart & Stroke Foundation of Ontario.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

THE SCORE | CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Pacey Camm

Game 6 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 0 
New Hamburg: 4

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: REP B
Dec 21 vs. Belmont
Woolwich: 1 
Belmont: 1
Goals: Taylor Schmitt
Assists: Brooke Rempel

Atom: BB
Dec 21 vs. Stoney Creek
Woolwich: 3 
Stoney Creek: 1
Goals: Ella x2, Julia
Assists: Carly, Syd, Maddy

Bantam: B
Dec 20 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 2 
Ayr: 0
Goals: Brianna Kuchma, 
Amanda Fleishmann
Assists: Dana Schaffner
Shutout: Hannah Bettke

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

Atom: LL #1
Dec 21 vs.  Ayr
Twin Centre: 1 
Ayr: 5
Goals: Barett
Assists: Cory

Dec 28 vs. Paris
Twin Centre: 5 Paris: 1
Goals: Thomas, Barett, 
Blake x2, Cory
Assists: Noah, Blake, 
Thomas x2, Barett

PeeWee: LL #1
Dec 14 vs. Woolwich
Twin Centre: 5 
Woolwich: 5
Goals: Jack Koebel x2, Jack 
Wolf, Caleb Eggert, Austin Roth
Assists: Ben Hayden x2, 
Jack Wolf x2, Connall Gillett x2, 
Josh Carere, Jack Koebel, Colby 
VanBargen

Dec 19 vs. Paris
Twin Centre: 1 
Paris: 3
Goals: Jack Wolf
Assists: Adam Hehn

Dec 21 vs. New Hamburg
Twin Centre: 5  
New Hamburg: 0
Goals: Austin Roth, Jack 
Wolf, Nathan Jantzi, Jack Koebel, 
Isaiah Siewert
Assists: Jaden Palermo, 
Jack Koebel, Adam Hehn, Austin 
Roth, Nathan Jantzi, Isaiah 
Siewert, Caleb Eggert
Shutout: Lucas 
Economides

Dec 22 vs. New Hamburg
Twin Centre: 2 
New Hamburg: 1
Goals: Jack Koebel x2
Assists: Jack Wolf, Colby 
VanBargen, Caleb Eggert

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENTS

Intermediate: LL
Jason Cripps Memorial Tourna-
ment, Kitchener – January 27-29

Game 1 vs. Grand River
Twin Centre: 7 
Grand River: 1
Goals: Shannon Novak, 
Shannon Jewitt x2, Mackenzie 

Van Bargen, Jaide Shantz x3
Assists: Shannon Jewitt, 
Kim Finn x2, Jessica Dunbar, 
Emily Detzler x2, Natasha 
Runstedler

Game 2 vs. Waterloo
Twin Centre: 1 Waterloo: 2
Goals: Natasha Runstedler
Assists: Ali Hergott, Jaide 
Shantz

Game 3 vs. Cambridge
Twin Centre: 1 Cambridge: 0
Goals: Shannon Jewitt
Shutout: Lindsay Dietrich

Bantam: LL
Jason Cripps Memorial Tourna-
ment, Kitchener – January 
27-29

Game 1 vs. Grand River
Twin Centre: 1 Grand River: 0
Goals: Natalee Dietz
Assists: Riley Bernhardt

Game 2 vs. Waterloo
Twin Centre: 2 Waterloo: 0
Goals: Natalee Dietz, 
Courtney Rose
Assists: Charlotte Birrell
Shutout: Riley Barnhardt

WILDCAT MAJOR NOVICE A SILVER-STICK BOUND

The Woolwich Major Novice A team competed in the Brampton “Regional Silverstick” Tournament on December 27-30. The boys won the 
silver medal with a 4-0 loss in the finals to the New Hamburg Huskies and will be heading to St. Clair Shores, Michigan for the International 
Silverstick Tournament Jan. 24-26. Front: Nathan Whittom, missing is Ian Darroch. First row: Will Lavigne, Ethan Bickerton, Joey Martin, 
Cade Beacom, Drew Birmingham, Eric Hutton. Second row: Denver Martin, Jordan Chang, Keenan Martin, Dustin Good, Pacey Camm, Ryan 
Brubacher, Isaiah Reitzel. Third row: Jason Camm (coach), Mike Birmingham (coach), Todd Hutton (head coach), Darrell Martin (coach). 
[SUBMITTED]

BAUMAN, VERNA (NEE 
MARTIN) | Peacefully 
passed away at her home 
in Millbank on Thursday, 
December 26, 2013. Verna 
was born December 2, 
1932, 81 years ago in 
Wellesley Township.

BOWMAN, GEORGE B. | 
Passed away peace-
fully at his residence on 
Tuesday, December 24, 
2013, at the age of 80 
years, of Wallenstein.

BROWN, JESSIE (RAE) 
| Passed away peace-
fully December 24, 2013, at 
Chateau Gardens, Elmira. 
Jessie was born July 2, 1927.

DANN, ALICE | Formerly of 
Harriston at Palmerston 
& District Hospital on 
Friday, December 27, 
2013, in her 90th year. 
Local relatives are her 
son Douglas Dann and 
his wife Hilke of Elmira.

GAERTNER, ARTHUR (1909-
2013) | Passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, 
December 22, 2013, at 
the wonderful age of 104 
years.

HASTINGS, MARGARET 
ETHEL (NEE: BOURNE) | 
Passed away peacefully 
surrounded by her family 
on Monday, December 
30, 2013 at Grand River 
Hospital, in her 90th 
year. Local relatives are 
her son John Hastings 
and his wife Linda of 
Elmira.

HIRZER, KARL | Passed 
away peacefully, sur-
rounded by family, on 
Saturday, December 21, 
2013 at St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal, Kitchener, in his 93rd 
year, of Wellesley.

MARTIN, SELEDA (SITTLER) 
| Passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, December 22, 

2013 at Freeport Health 
Centre as the result of a 
stroke, at the age of 79 
years.

MIELKE, RUTH | Passed 
away peacefully, at Twin 
Oaks of Maryhill, on 
Saturday, December 28, 
2013, at the age of 91.

SHERK, CLARENCE H. | 
Passed away peacefully 
in the presence of the 
Lord on Monday, Decem-
ber 30, 2013, at the age of 
103 years, of Elmira.

YEO, THELMA IONE (1926 
- 2013) | Ione Yeo of 
Glynnwood Retirement 
Home in Thornhill, 
formerly of London, 
Ontario, passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, 
December 22nd, 2013 
at her residence. Local 
relatives are her sister 
Joyce Good (Willard) of 
Elmira.
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www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

WE SPECIALIZE
IN GETTING THE

WORD OUT!
CONTACT DONNA DRUDY@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
519-669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

COMPUTER
RUNNING
SLOW?
PC/Laptop 
Tune-Up

PC TUNE UPS | REPAIRS : IN-HOME | ON SITE  
OR FREE PICK UP / DELIVERY ELMIRA AREA

$49
From

Speedy Service!

Cell: (519) 574-9705
24/7 MESSAGING

(519) 669-0755

Call Us For 
Pickup /  Delivery 
ELMIRA & AREA

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

GENERAL SERVICES

World’s Largest & Most Trusted 
Carpet, Upholstery and Fine Rug 

Cleaners For Over 30 yrs

Learn More Online At...
budurl.com/SAVE139

669-3332

Chem-Dry Acclaim®

61 Arthur St., N. Elmira

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW CLIENTS
$139 FREE Gift Offer

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

CUSTOM TARPS & COVERS
CUSTOM SEWING AND REPAIRS

MarTarp

(519) 698-2754
ivan@aaronmartin.com

4445 Posey Line Wallenstein ON.

Gravity Box, Mesh Tarps,
Shelters, Tent Repair etc.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

WE’RE 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE.

We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise your 
business services 
here. Get weekly 
exposure with fan-
tastic results. Call 
us at 519.669.5790.

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Rink Tarps Now in Stock!

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira
519.669.5313

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S
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LAWN MOWING 
PACKAGES
· weekly, biweekly services

FULL FLOWER BED MAINTENANCE
· weeding, pruning, dead heading, 

planting, flowerbed edging, mulch 
delivery & installation

TOP DRESSING & OVERSEEDING
· Triple Mix topsoil & sure start 

overseed grass seed

SNOW PLOWING & ICE CONTROL
· Trucks, Tractors, Skidsteer

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner
Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819

Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

FREE ESTIMATES

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1600 King St. N., Bldg A17
St. Jacobs, Ontario  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops 
Decks & Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks  

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

Call Lawrence Metzger
(226) 789-7301

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998•Final grading

•Lawn repair & complete seeding 
•Well equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Site prep for Garden sheds, sidewalks etc.
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issues
•Rain Water collection systems

Murray & Daniel Shantz

Just Gardens
Anita Soehner

226.476.2039
rozell_soehner@yahoo.ca

Complete Garden and
Lawn Maintenance

Clean Up | Mulch
Planting | Garden Design

Lawn Maintenance
All Your Gardening Needs

Cell | 519.504.5934

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$225.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other special offers

or coupons. *Expires Jan. 31/14

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.marwilconcrete.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

WE’RE 
AT YOUR 
SERVICE.

We specialize in 
getting the word 
out. Advertise your 
business services 
here. Get weekly 
exposure with fan-
tastic results. Call 
us at 519.669.5790.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Frameless Showers & Railings

www.RobertBrown.com

 Table and shelf glass
 Ask for a quote… we install

www.RobertBrown.com

1411 King Street, St. Jacobs519-664-1435
info@robertbrown.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner | Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819
Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

ISA Arborculture Certified
Storm damaged

fallen trees/branches
Cutting/removal

Storm damaged
fallen trees/branches

Cutting/removal

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Stumping and 
Grinding

Stumping and 
Grinding

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning
Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning

T S D
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Don’t Wait, Now is the Time to List! 

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426
Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

Home Evaluation!

A DONATION
will be made with every 
home bought or sold by 

Paul or Alli.

Elmira – As soon as you walk in the door you will see for yourself a mix of 
modern & classics. From French door walkout to side deck to concrete 
countertops this home has been renovated extensively! Convenient mudrm off 
garage & completely renovated & updated kit. Open concept MF w/LR, Sep DR & 
kit. Partly fin’d basement w/RR. MLS 1341452 Call Alli or Paul direct.

FANTASTIC KITCHEN
$314,900$314,900

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Elmira@royallepage.ca  

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

49+ YEARS
of combined service

to HELP you!

www.elmirahomes.ca Shanna Rozema
Broker  / Owner

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record / Owner

Monique Roes
Sales Representative / Owner “Helping you is what we do”

IMPRESSIVE BUNGALOW
$399,900 HESSON Village setting 25 mins from KW. 
This large family home offers 4 bdrms, 3 baths. Country 
kitchen, dining area w/walkout to private yard backing 
onto farmland. Amazing newly renovated basement/10, 
great entertaining space! Geo thermal heat/cooling/09, 
detached 12'x20' heated shop. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | Sun Jan 5th 2-4 pm
4132 Line 83, Hesson

$369,900 PARADIGM PRESENTS… Brand new open 
concept sidesplit, large foyer invites you into this lovely 
home, hardwood & ceramic flrs, maple kitchen w/stainless 
appliances incl., family rm. with gas fireplace & walk-up, 3
bdrms, 3 baths incl. ensuite., dbl driveway/garage. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | Sat & Sun 2-4 pm
150 Brookmead Street, Elmira

BACKS ONTO PARK!
$355,250 PARADIGM PRESENTS… Brand new 
bungalow semi with walkout basement, maple kitchen 
with island, hardwood & ceramic flrs, gas fireplace, 
main floor master w/ensuite, walkout to deck, dbl 
driveway, garage, steps to downtown. EXCLUSIVE

$569,900 ELMIRA Outstanding open concept brick 
bungalow, attractive white kitchen w/black quartz 
counter top, natural maple hardwood throughout main 
floor, living rm. w/gas fireplace, garden door to covered 
verandah, walkout off main floor master, finished 
basement, 3+2 bdrms, 3 baths. NEW MLS

LOG HOME ON 13 ACRES
$629,900 NEAR DRAYTON Inviting covered front porch 
to enjoy this nature lovers paradise! Spring fed pond, 
cedars & wildlife. Gorgeous Pioneer log home, cathedral 
ceilings and exposed logs open to the upper loft, wide 
plank floors, main floor master w/ensuite, updated kitchen 
w/quartz counter top, finished basement. NEW MLS

Exclusive ... Paradigm Elmira Homes presents ...
in the village of Drayton. Beautifully appointed 
1286-2046 sq ft, with loft options. Open 
concept- oversized double garage.

STARTING AT $349,900

PRE-SELLING
DRAYTON RIDGE!

NEW LISTING!

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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LIVING HERE
STARTING OVER / BE IT RESOLVED 

Welcoming a new year 
is a chance for a fresh start 
and an opportunity to make 
plans for the life you’d ide-
ally like to live: new goals, 
dreams and aspirations.

At the end of 2013 I found 
myself almost nostalgic. 
I had spent so much of 
the year healing and ap-
preciating all that the year 
brought, I never felt the 
need to move on. 

Yet here we are in 2014 
already in progress, new 
menus, foods and a team 
looking to move forward 
from what is already a 
great place. In writing this 
article after seeing a month 
of meats, potato and veg-
gies, I was feeling the need 
to do something different. 
I wondered if anyone else 
felt the same or if it was just 
because we were making 
such a large volume of these 
comfort foods: so many 
friends were commenting 
on the weight gained over 
the holidays. Thankfully, we 
are making more healthy 
casseroles and soups in 
the store to help along the 
way in bringing life and the 
waistline back into check.

I met a lady a few years 
ago that kept her resolu-
tions so simple. It wasn’t 
“I’m going to lose 50 lbs,” 
but simply “I’m going to 
avoid chocolate this year.” 
Every year she would chose 

A change of 
pace to 
start the 
new year

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Take a look at those 
brand new sneakers you 
unwrapped last week: do 
they inspire images of 
running up a stone stair-
way Rocky Balboa style? 
It seems after shovelfuls 
of turkey and frosty sugar 
cookies, 2014 will be the 
year to get healthy, just 
like the year before … and 
probably the year before 
that, too. 

Statistics have long 
shown that resolutions get 
left by the wayside mere 
weeks into the New Year, 
including one that con-
tinues to be at the top of 
the list each year: losing 
weight. Even in the still-
dodgy economy, fitness 
goals made by 51 per cent 
of Canadians beat financial 
objectives (in second place 
at 31 per cent) in 2013, ac-
cording to the BMO Wealth 
Institute. 

Those two pledges also 
beat out contenders like 
improving love life, vol-
unteering, learning and 
career changes, yet only 
42 per cent of Canadians 
reported keeping their fit-
ness goals in the past.  

This begs the question: 
When the numbers show 
little substance (19 per cent 
of Canadians kept their 
resolutions for 24 hours 
last year according to the 
Toronto Star), is it worth it 
to even try aiming for that 
most popular of pledges? 

When it comes to get-
ting healthy, Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 
fitness coordinator Laurie 
Buehler says, why not give 
it a try? 

“It’s a perfect time to set 

But most of us fail to follow through, giving up shortly after the start of the New Year

a resolution and it’s im-
portant because everyone 
wants to be healthy.”

The key, it seems, is to 
focus on follow-through. 
The first thing to do is to 
put it in writing.

“Write down the goal and 
make sure it’s specific and 
attainable, not ‘I want to 
lose 100 pounds in a week.’ 
It has to an attainable goal. 
Put it in writing and maybe 
post it somewhere where 
you’ll look every day, like 
the fridge or the mirror; 
that really reinforces it,” 
Buehler said. 

The popular resolution 
touches many Canadians 
in the community, perhaps 
why it is so widely accepted 

as a goal and contrarily, 
why unrealistic goals can 
lead to a dead-end. 

Statistics Canada shows 
a gradual increase in over-
all self-reported obesity 
in Canada, with numbers 
rising from 12,389,673 
overweight and obese Ca-
nadians aged 18 and over in 
2008 to 13,099,396 in 2010 
and 13,485,120 in 2013. 

The least obese group 
seems to be women aged 
18-19, from which 82,185 
reported being obese or 
overweight last year com-
pared to their male coun-
terparts at 106,684. Men 
and women aged 55-64 
had the highest numbers, 
with 3,213,664 self-reported 

overweight men and 
2,410,701 women.

Overall, with health on 
many a person’s mind, says 
Buehler, making health-re-
lated resolutions is a good 
idea, it’s the approach that 
matters and, of course, the 
follow-through.

“I think New Year’s reso-
lutions are good and bad, 
but people should try and 
make small resolutions 
that are easy to do, that 
are goal-oriented – to start 
small, maybe join a class or 
do something they enjoy. 
Usually they pick some-
thing that they aren’t doing 
already so that it’s hard to 
do. I think motivation is a 
really big part whether it’s 

from friends or family or 
co-workers. 

“If they are trying to lose 
weight, there are lots of 
exercise classes that are be-
ing offered just once a week 
and one hour. We have 
classes that are very gentle 
and specific to people with 
different health condi-
tions.” 

The health centre offers 
eight different classes with 
flexible rates and free or ac-
commodation services for 
low-income individuals on 
a case-by-case basis.

For more information 
call Laurie Buehler at the 
Woolwich Community 
Health Centre at 519-664-
3794, ext. 403.

RECIPE
NOTES

CHEF’S TABLE/  
DIERRE ACHESON

Working-in those brand new sneakers? Easing into another workout routine? Healthy New Year’s resolutions can be a good idea, says fitness coordinator Laurie Buehler, as long as the goals 
are attainable.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Making a resolution’s the easy part

NEW  
LOCATION!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

“Start the New Year with savings! 
Visit our website and sign up for our 
newsletter to keep up to date with 
our specials and rebates, and you’ll 
receive $10 off your next service!” 
– Leroy Martin

Auto Care Tip of the Week
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

FIND OUT
ABOUT IT
Check our community 
events calendar every 
week for great events 
offered by local non-
profit organizations.

JANUARY 3

BUILDING WITH LEGO AT Elmira Library – 2-3 p.m. or 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Join us at the Elmira Branch Library to 
Build with Lego. Free. Ages 7 to 12. Space is limited. Lego 
will be supplied by the library and designs are to be left 
at the library. For questions, contact the Elmira Branch 
at 519-669-5477 or email elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.

JANUARY 4

COMMUNITY LIT.: INTRODUCTION TO Mennonite 
Literature. The program runs on Tuesdays from 
6:30- 8:30 p.m., Jan. 14 - Mar. 18. This special program 
provides university-level literature study, free! No 
experience is necessary. Limited space. For more 
details, contact the Elmira Branch Library, at 519-669-
5477 or elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.

JANUARY 7

MOVIE TUESDAYS FOR ADULTS at Elmira Branch Library 
- at 1 p.m. Join us the first Tuesday of each month for 
a feature film. January’s film is Calendar Girls starring 
Helen Mirren. Tickets are $1 and include admission 
and light refreshments. Movies start promptly at 1 
p.m. For details, contact the Elmira Branch Library at 
519-669-5477 or elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.

JANUARY 8 

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.) Calvary United Church 48 Hawkesville Rd. 
St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more information.

JANUARY 9

USING YOUR NEW DEVICE at the library workshop. This is 
special workshop that teaches you how to use your new 
computer, tablet, ereader with fabulous library services 
like downloadLibrary, Freegal and Zinio! Free drop-in 
program. For details, contact the Elmira Branch Library, 
located at 519-669-5477 or elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.

NEW HORIZONS WELCOMES ALL zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a delicious snack. 
Speaker: Paul Kelly “ Buzz About the Bees” of the 
Apriary at the University of Guelph. Be inspired and 
socialize. $2 per person; 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre. For more information call Joan 
Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca. 

JANUARY 15

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.) Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Mapleleaf 
St., Wellesley. Cost $6.00. Join us for a noonday light 
lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
at 519-664-1900 or Toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

JANUARY 17

PD DAY MOVIE – 2 p.m. at Elmira Branch Library. Join us 
at the Elmira Branch Library at 2 p.m. for a special PD 
Day Movie! Movie shown will be Smurfs 2 (G). Tickets are 
$1 each and every person attending must have a ticket. 
Admission includes light refreshments, no outside 
snacks. Children 5 and under must be accompanied by 
an adult. For more information call the Elmira Branch 
Library at 519-669-5477 or elmlib@regionofwaterloo.ca.

JANUARY 19

TEAM AUSTIN IS HOSTING a fundraising Spaghetti 
Dinner and Silent auction at St. Teresa of Avila Parish 
Hall, 19 Flamingo Dr. Elmira, 4 p.m. to support our 
friend Austin Whittom who is battling Lueukemia. 
Two sittings 4:30 & 6:30 p.m. Tickets: Adults $12/each; 
Students 4-13 yrs $6/each Pre-school to age 3 free. All 
proceeds from the Silent auction will be donated to 
the family. For tickets call St. Teresa of Avila School 
office 519-669-8843.

JANUARY 22

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30) Linwood Community Centre 5279 Ament Line, 
Linwood. Cost: $11. Community Care concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-
664-1900 for information. 

JANUARY 26

ALL LADIES INTERFAITH EVENT, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at 
Breslau Community Centre. Come and build bridges 
and encourage dialogue between different faith 
groups in the region. Free parking. Complimentary 
refreshments, an opportunity to widen your circle.

JANUARY 27

SENIOR LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira (community room) Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more information.

19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira • 519-669-3387

St. Teresa 
Catholic Church
No God, No Hope; Know God, Know Hope!

Celebrate Eucharist with us
Mass times are: 

Sat. 5pm | Sun. 9am & 11:00am

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2816
www.floramc.org

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service

Hopping Thursday’s
7-8:30pm Programs for all ages

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, January 5
We are Disciples

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45 am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, 
January 5, 2014
9:15 & 11:00 AM

The Woodside Church Family

Moving into 2014

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Sun., Jan. 5th

11:00am

Looking Forward
Ron Seabrooke

Discovering God Together

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Worship: 9:30am
Epiphany Sunday

Worship will be led by the Youth

Christian Education
for all ages: 11:00am

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service   Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 
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ACROSS
1. Abounding
5. Litmus reddeners
10. Physically weak
16. “___ Brockovich”
17. Andrea Doria’s domain
18. Eventually
19. Having provided for the 
future
21. Healthcare facility
22. Injection of a liquid
23. Little bird
24. A limestone landscape
25. Christian Church, Vatican
29. “-zoic” things
30. Morgue, for one
31. Bummed out
32. “A pox on you!”
35. Dusk, to Donne
36. “___ Gang”
37. Boisterous comedy
39. “Tarzan” extra
40. Bit
41. On the safe side, at sea
42. Attended the British 
sovereign
47. Brain area

48. Diminutive suffix
49. Cheat, slangily
50. Shut in by heavy snow
53. Ring bearer, maybe
54. “60 Minutes” network
57. Animal house
58. The “A” of ABM
59. “Gimme ___!” (start of 
an Iowa State cheer)
60. Attempt
61. Delivery, feet first
64. Someone who sews
67. Starchy tuber
68. Vacuum flask that holds 
liquid air
69. Ancient debarkation 
point
70. A mineral of the mica 
group
72. Rock variety
73. “Come in!”
74. Freshman, probably
75. Not alert
76. Bloated
77. European language
DOWN
1. (sports) the chief official

2. Magnetite, e.g.
3. Extinguish fires
4. Injection of a liquid
5. ___ Khan
6. Half man and half horse
7. Produce a literary work
8. “A merry heart ___ good 
like a medicine”: Proverbs
9. Blue
10. Lodge, with matting or 
brush
11. Undo the ties of
12. Mixes up
13. Breaks a commandment
14. Give off, as light
15. Jiffs
20. ___ Solo of “Star Wars”
26. Barbaric

27. Of a leaf shape
28. Andean animal
32. Shoot
33. Frosts, as a cake
34. Barely get, with “out”
36. Decide to leave, with 
“out”
37. Bear
38. Ball field covering

39. Again
40. Nitrogen derived from 
ammonia
42. Departed
43. Black, in poetry
44. Rinse, as with a solvent
45. Bring up the rear
46. Balloon filler
47. “Acid”
51. Heavy fire of artillery
52. Ballroom dance
53. Kind of list
54. Requiring much chewing
55. Salt or ester of boric acid
56. Colourless oily liquid
59. Change to suit a new 
purpose
60. Slender
61. European capital
62. Howler
63. Altar avowal
64. “Roots,” e.g.
65. Blows it
66. High-pitched, whiney 
noises
70. Chair part
71. Arid

A look at early toothbrushes and paste should make you thankful for changes

Q. The laboratory cat 
is readied, an electrical 
impulse is applied to 
a patch of tissue in its 
brain stem, and then 
-- hiccup! Like the cat, 
many other mammals 
share our hiccup reflex, 
with a sharp intake of air 
followed by the glottis 
at the back of the throat 
closing off the airway. 
How annoying! Now you 
wonder, what evolution-
ary ancestor should you 
blame?
A. Try the tadpole, sug-
gests University of Chicago 
paleontologist Neil Shubin 
in “Your Inner Fish: A 
Journey into the 3.5-Bil-

lion-Year History of the 
Human Body.” The “pattern 
generator” brain stem tis-
sue evolved more than 400 
million years ago in fish to 
control under-water (gill) 
breathing and was gradu-
ally co-opted for air breath-
ing by land animals.

But the neural circuitry 
is prone to spasms, or short 
circuits, that rekindle an-
cient vestigial behavior. 
With both gills and lungs, 
tadpoles use the glottis-
closing hiccup pattern gen-
erator when they breathe 
with gills to prevent water 
from entering their lungs. 
“Gill breathing in tadpoles 
can be blocked by carbon 
dioxide, just like our hic-
cups” -- think of breathing 
into a paper bag. “We can 
also block gill breathing by 
stretching the wall of the 

chest, just as we can stop 
hiccups by inhaling deeply 
and holding our breath. 
Perhaps we could even 
block gill breathing in tad-
poles by having them drink 
a glass of water upside 
down.”
Q. Most of us probably 
take toothbrushes and 
toothpaste (oral denti-
frice) pretty much for 
granted. But have you 
ever wondered when 
they got their start and 
what they were first 
made out of?
A. Toothbrush #1 was 
likely a twig or finger but 
the first “real” toothbrush 
was by businessman Wil-
liam Addis in 1780, made 
of horsehair and bone, 
says Holly Oldfield in “The 
Secret Museum: Some 
Treasures Are Too Precious 
to Display.” During World 

War I, troops were issued 
toothbrushes, and once 
they learned these were not 
for cleaning their boots, 
many took them home to 
show their families. Soon 
the idea caught on, prices 
plummeted and everybody 
could afford one. (Some 
early ones were so expen-
sive they were shared by 
the entire family.)

The first toothpaste was 
made out of ox hooves, 
myrrh, eggshells or pum-
ice mixed together and 
rubbed on with a finger. 
Early dentifrice -- French 
for toothpaste -- came in a 
round block that users just 
scraped with a toothbrush; 
dentifrice usually was fla-
vorless but Queen Victoria, 
fascinated with teeth, liked 
hers cherry flavored. “Dr. 
Sheffield’s Creme Denti-

frice” became the first to 
appear in tubes in 1892. 
“When Dr. Sheffield’s son 
was studying in Paris, he 
watched artists painting 
with tubes of paint and had 
the flash of inspiration...”
Q. Roughly how small 
are we humans at the 
very start of things?
A. The wondrous, natural 
process of reproducing our-
selves starts when a wom-
an’s ovary releases a mature 
egg, a cell roughly the size 
of the period at the end of 
this sentence, says David 
G. Myers in “Exploring 
Psychology: Ninth Edition.” 
“Like space voyagers ap-
proaching a huge planet,” 
the 200+ million deposited 
sperm race upstream to a 
cell 85,000 times bigger, 
where the few reaching 
the egg release digestive 

enzymes that dissolve its 
protective coating. After 
the one penetrating sperm 
is “welcomed in,” the egg’s 
surface now blocks out the 
others. Half a day later, the 
two have become one.

And thus was formed the 
ONE that became “you” 
and each of us. Yet, as My-
ers puts it, “If any one of 
your ancestors had been 
conceived with a different 
sperm or egg, or died before 
conceiving, or not chanced 
to meet the partner or ... 
The mind boggles at the 
improbable, unbroken 
chain of events that pro-
duced you and me.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.
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1/3 cup grated parmesan

In a heavy saucepan 
bring chicken stock and 
salt to a boil and gradu-
ally whisk in cornmeal in a 
thin stream. Add chopped 
thyme;

Cook polenta over mod-
erately low heat (it should 
be barely boiling), stirring 
constantly until very thick 
and pulls away from side 
of pan, about 40 minutes 
for cornmeal and about 15 
minutes for instant polenta. 
Remove pan from heat and 
cover to keep warm;

Stir polenta just before 
using: it will keep warm, 
covered, about 20 minutes. 
Makes about 3 cups.

something different. Even-
tually over time she realized 
a healthy lifestyle by mak-
ing small adjustments. Well, 
we all know that I won’t be 
avoiding chocolate, but the 
small changes create a path 
to success in whatever your 
goals may be.  

Creamy 
Polenta
4 cups chicken stock
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup cornmeal 
6 sprigs thyme
1/3 cup butter

CHEF’S TABLE: Small adjustments on the path to success

Mushroom 
chicken 
breast
4 chicken breasts  
(season with salt and pepper)
1-1/2 cups forest mushrooms, 
sliced
1/4 red onion
1 clove garlic
1/4 cup white wine
2 handfuls baby spinach
Salt and pepper

Season chicken breasts 
and sear in hot pan, skin 
side down first;

Place on baking sheet 
and bake in oven at 400 F 
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SUDOKU CHALLENGE

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker 
line. We’ve started you with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

for approximately 18 min-
utes;

In hot pan, add oil and 
sauté mushrooms, add 
onions, garlic and salt and 
pepper;

Once the onions have 
browned, deglaze with 
white wine and reduce un-
til the liquid evaporates;

Add 2 handfuls of spin-
ach and toss;

Serve over baked chicken 
breast.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.
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Brady 
Lorentz

January 7, 2013
PARENTS

Matt Lorentz & Kim Adkin
ST. CLEMENTS

Zoey Hope 
Martin
October 25, 2013

PARENTS

Fermon and Rachel Martin
HAWKESVILLE

Nora Jayne 
Jordan

March 9, 2013 
PARENTS

Derek and Emily Jordan
ELMIRA

Claire Ann 
Legere 
January 26, 2013

PARENTS

Jessica & Curtis Legere
ELMIRA

Ella Kristen 
Dorscht

July 9, 2013
PARENTS

Nick and Kristen Dorscht
ELMIRA

Patrick  
Greco

September 11, 2013
PARENTS

Mark & Janna Greco
ELMIRA

Molly Rae 
Haight

June 4, 2013
PARENTS Adam & Megan Haight

BIG SISTER Ella
ST. MARYS

Espen 
Prosper Van 

Dyke
July 7, 2012

PARENTS Jamison and Breanna
BRESLAU

Cole Richard 
Frede

September 16, 2013
PARENTS

Ryan Frede & Jen Armstrong
ELMIRA

Hudson James 
Baechler 
November 26, 2013

PARENTS Jeff & Jess Baechler
SIBLINGS Liam & Emma 

GRANDPARENTS 
Irmie Binkley, Terry Binkley, Doug & Bev Baechler

Alexa 
Bauman

April 19, 2013
PARENTS Tim & Krista Bauman

BIG SISTER Hailey
ELMIRA

Ciel Both
April 4, 2013

PARENTS Natalie and Todd Both
GRANDPARENTS

Sharon and Peter Both
WINLAW, BC

Hope 
Elizabeth 
Tupling

May 30, 2013
PARENTS Ben and Anna Tupling

ELMIRA

Ashlynn 
Reger 

December 4, 2013
PARENTS Kelly & Sean Reger

BIG BROTHER Evan
ELMIRA

Reid Scott 
Weber
January 15, 2013

PARENTS

Dayna and Scott Weber
ELMIRA

Blake John 
Scott
April 25, 2013

PARENTS Andrew and Holly Scott (Meyer)
SIBLINGS Isaac, Landon, and Chloe

ST.JACOBS


