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for stunning steps!
A volatile mixture of vegetable oil, methanol and potassium hydroxide sparked a massive barn fire near 
Heidelberg on June 17, causing upwards of $250,000 in damage.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

FEE HIKES | 5

The privilege of build-
ing a new home in Wool-
wich will cost you an ad-
ditional $1,700 next month, 
as the township plans to 
hike its development charg-
es by 35 per cent.

The fees are intended 
to cover future municipal 
expenditures related to 
growth, with the developers 
– ultimately the buyers, of 
course – paying for the cost 
of each new addition to the 
building stock.

For fully serviced single-
family homes in Woolwich’s 
urban areas, the new charg-
es considered by council-
lors Tuesday night would 
see levies rise to $6,712 
from the current $4,986. In 
Breslau, due to servicing 
arrangements with the City 
of Kitchener, the increase 
would hit $8,432.

Over the next 10 years, 
the township expects popu-
lation to grow by 4,741 to 
28,926, requiring 1,790 new 
residential units. 

Woolwich plans 
to hike fees levied 
on new homes
Development charges look to recoup 
cost of future municipal services 
needed to accommodate growth

STEVE KANNON Regulated by the prov-
ince, development charges 
are established by a formu-
la dividing forecasted capi-
tal costs by the projected 
population growth. Eligible 
costs include long-term 
expenses for indoor and 
outdoor recreation services, 
administration, road con-
struction, public works, 
fire protection and water 
services.

On the non-residential 
side (industrial, commer-
cial), those constructing 
new buildings would be 
assessed a fee of $1.80 per 
square foot, down from 
$1.95. For Breslau develop-
ments, the number actually 
increases to $2.17, again due 
to servicing for water and 
sewers.

Dan Wilson of Watson 
& Associates Economists, 
the firm hired to carry 
out Woolwich’s develop-
ment charges study, told 
councillors meeting June 
17 that rates are arrived at 
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W.C. BROWN & SONSW.C. BROWN & SONS
Uptown Elmira | 519-669-1152 | www.BrownsMenswear.com

4DAYS
ONLY

tent saletent sale
50-
80%

OFF

50-
80%

OFF
Wed June 25........9-6
Thurs. June 26.....9-7
Fri., June 27.........9-7
Sat. June 28.........9-5 

Rain or Shine*

ALL SALES
FINAL!
CASH &

CARRY ONLY

ALL CANADIANMADE MENSAPPAREL
In Store Sale

40%OFF40%OFF

Denim Jeans • Casual Shirts & Pants • Suits 
Sweaters • Outerwear • Leather Jackets
Sport Jackets • Dress Pants & Shirts  • 
Shorts • Golf Shirts • Hats • Underwear 
(1-pc combination) • Socks • Caps & More

* If raining, Sale will be held in “BROWNS CLEARANCE 
CENTRE” formerly the “Wellness Centre”

dress
up for
canada
day
sale!

dress
up for
canada
day
sale!

Next Senior’s Day: Thursday, June 26th!
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9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30

The Shops At Roxton

www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

1 Union St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira

519.669.3072519.669.3072

%
OFF20

4”

ANNUALS &
PERENNIALS

ASSORTED
SHRUBS &
BUSHES

BEDDING
PLANTS

Flat of 48 for $6.99

VEGETABLE 
PLANTS

Flat of 48 for $6.99

519-669-5403
315 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Doug & Mary Lou PagettProud Owners & Operators

2 GALLON

ROSES $699

69¢
/4 Pack

69¢
/4 Pack

CLEARANCE
Garden Centre

99¢

10”
BOSTON 

FERNS

$999

CLEARING UP AROUND THE FIRE

Some 50 firefighters from the Conestogo and St. Jacobs stations responded to the blaze at 1045 Benjamin Rd. at 6:36 p.m. The fire started 
with a small explosion, the result of combining chemicals to make biodiesel fuel, Woolwich Township fire chief Rick Pedersen said. The 
structure was used for storage, so no people or livestock were injured. [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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Fundraiser aims to help man who’s waiting for a double lung transplant

Hitting the trails for 
someone who can’t
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wellesley now has a 
three-way race for the may-
or’s job, as former council-
lor Joe Nowak this week 
entered the fray.

The Wellesley Village 
resident served two terms 
on council before running 
for mayor in the 2006 con-
test that saw current mayor 
Ross Kelterborn win.

Nowak joins current 

Former councillor Nowak joins Wellesley mayoral race
STEVE KANNON councillors Paul Hergott 

and Jim Olender on the 
ballot in the October 27 
election.

“It really started last fall. 
I started being approached 
by people here in the com-
munity asking me to do 
so,” Nowak said this week 
of his decision to run.

Now retired, he found 
talk of the election “re-
kindled an appetite” for 
returning to council via the 

mayor’s seat – “I have the 
time to commit to it.”

Supportive of the job 
Kelterborn was doing when 
the 2010 election rolled 
around, he opted not to 
throw his name into the 
ring (all five positions were 
filled by acclamation that 
year, in fact). Now, with 
Kelterborn opting not to 
seek re-election, the field 
is open.

“It looks like we’re going 

to have a race,” he laughed, 
noting he knows both of 
the other candidates, as 
well.

Unlike the provincial 
election he’s just come 
through – he’s president 
of the Liberal ridings as-
sociation – there are no 
wedge issues at play in the 
upcoming Wellesley cam-
paign. With the township’s 
finances in good shape and 
growth regulated – there 

are no development battles 
in the offing, for instance 
– the biggest issues will be 

related to infrastructure, 
he said.

The provincial Liberals 
promised billions of dol-
lars for infrastructure, and 
the federal government is 
about to balance its budget. 
That provides an opportu-
nity for Wellesley to take 
advantage of any available 
funds, Nowak argued, add-
ing it’s a process he’s famil-

The ability to breathe 
easy comes at a steep price 
for some of us. Joseph Pot-
vin was born with cystic 
fibrosis, and at 28 years old, 
his lungs are all but used 
up.

That’s why Rachel Ogle, 
Potvin’s cousin, is using all 
her free time to make sure 
he gets the lungs he needs. 
A 20-kilometre walk will 
be held on June 28 to raise 
the $20,000 required for 
Joseph and his mom to live 
while he recovers from a 
double lung transplant.

“It’s family,” she said. “If 
you can’t go to your family, 
who can you go to?”

Ogle said it’s been over-
whelming to organize, but 
she’s taking it one day at a 
time. She recalls when he 
used to come over to baby-
sit and would let her play 
video games if she did the 
dishes, a treat she wasn’t 
allowed.

“His passion is cars,” 
she said. “He’s won races 
for racing cars. If he was 
healthier he’d probably be 
a mechanic.”

Potvin was added to the 
lung transplant list last 
year and is waiting for a 
donor. The medical costs 
of the surgery will be cov-
ered, but living and travel 

WHITNEY NEILSON expenses are on him, a dif-
ficult task for someone who 
has been unable to work for 
two years due to the condi-
tion.

As of June 12, they’ve 
raised $3,240 through pri-
vate donations and change 
jars throughout the region. 
Ogle held a craft and bake 
sale on June 14 and has 
been making art in her 
spare time to sell.

Potvin started treat-
ment Monday and once a 
donor is found it will take 
three months to recover. 
Ogle said his mom esti-
mates they’ll need $3,000 
a month to cover living 
expenses.

“When I was growing 
up I always knew that my 
cousin’s health would 
wane and get worse,” she 
said. “We just never knew 
when.”

The walk spans the Kiss-
ing Bridge Trail from El-
mira to Guelph and starts 
at 9 a.m. Ogle’s sister will 
be collecting donations 
at the start in Elmira, her 
aunt will be halfway up the 
trail with refreshment and 
Ogle’s mom will be at the 
end in Guelph.

Potvin’s been in and out 
of hospitals, sometimes 
to get his weight back up, 

MAYOR | 5

BREATHE| 4

It’s been two years in 
the making, but the Con-
estego Community Park 
is open and ready for the 
pitter patter of little feet. 
And it’s already being put 
to good use, as evidenced 
by the birthday party in full 
swing during the June 14 
re-opening festivities.

Karen Makela, Wool-
wich’s director of recre-
ation and facilities ser-
vices, said the Conestego 
Recreation Association 
approached the township 
in 2012 with a vision for 
upgrades to the park. 

“We started in 2012 and 
we wanted to ensure that 
this park met the needs 
of the community,” said 
Makela. “So in order to do 
that we did some pretty 
heavy consultation.”

They did a telephone 
poll, an online survey, and 
created a focus group of 
20 people to discover what 
the needs of the commu-
nity were. The focus group 
met throughout the entire 
process and then the town 
gathered the results for 
analysis.

“It’s a wonderful facility 
that will serve the residents 
of Conestego,” said Makela.

Ward 3 Coun. Bonnie 
Bryant said the park had 
been deteriorating for 
years and the fencing was 

Conestogo celebrates 
much-needed overhaul 
of community park

WHITNEY NEILSON

in especially bad shape. 
The renovations allowed 
for hockey to be played 
this past winter, for in-
stance.

The park should last 30 
to 40 years before it needs 
another facelift, she added.

“We now have proper 
tennis courts on the other 
side that weren’t there 
before,” said Bryant. “We 
didn’t have boards to make 
this into a hockey rink 
before. We had basketball 
nets before but they were 
in bad shape.”

Bryant said parks like 
this are important to help 
build communities and 
provide meeting places. It 
will give children and fami-
lies somewhere to go, she 
added.

PARK| 7

Rachel Ogle is organizing a 20km walk in support of her cousin who needs 
$20,000 to cover expenses while he recovers from a double-lung transplant. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Joe Nowak

Director of recreation and facilities Karen 
Makela at the re-opening ceremony June 14 
in Conestogo.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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A FUN DAY IN BRESLAU

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Save up to $125 a year on electricity costs by 
having your old fridge or freezer removed for FREE* 

Get started at saveONenergy.ca or call 1-877-797-9473 

I just don’t 
have the 
energy for 
you anymore

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Fridges and freezers must be 20 years of age or more, in working 
condition and between 10-27 cubic feet. Access conditions apply. Funded by the Ontario Power Authority and offered by Cambridge and 
North Dumfries Hydro Inc, Kitchener-Wilmot Hydro Inc and Waterloo North Hydro Inc. OMOfficial Mark of the Ontario Power Authority. Used 
under licence.

Program partners

sometimes to drain his 
mucus-filled lungs. He also 
has type 1 diabetes and os-
teoporosis. She said he was 
scary skinny three years 
ago and they were worried 
he was going to die. 

“We were visiting him in 
the hospital and they were 
saying ‘this might be it.’ 
But I looked at him and I 
thought I don’t think this is 
it,” she said. “He’s a pretty 
strong guy.”

She said because he’s 
over 21 there are no pro-
grams in place to help ease 
the financial burden. 

“There’s no support,” she 
said. “There’s nothing.”

Despite this, she said it’s 
been a positive experience 
thus far.

“Every time I talk to 
someone about this they 

BREATHE: Needs go beyond the operation
FROM | 3

have an idea for me how 
to fundraise more money 
or they give me an idea of 
who to call for help,” she 
said. “It’s really encourag-

ing.”
For more information 

contact Ogle at 519-884-
3713 or visit an RBC loca-
tion to donate.

Rachel Ogle with childhood photos of her cousin, Joseph Potvin. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Erick Traplin entertained kids like Amelia at the Breslau Family Fun Day on June 14.  
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Talkin’ trash 
in Woolwich

There’s likely to be plenty of trash 
talk as the region’s director of waste 
management, Jon Arsenault, attends 
Woolwich council’s June 24 meeting 
to explain the decision to close the 
transfer station in Elmira.

The region has already significantly 
chopped hours at the well-used waste 
drop-off on Howard Avenue, with 
plans to close that location and all the 
other rural stations next March.

In addition to saving some $300,000 
a year, the region argues the stations 

would require millions of dollars in 
upgrades, an expenditure not deemed 
worthwhile despite the protests of the 
townships and its residents.

Even as the hours were reduced, 
Woolwich anticipated an increase in 
the amount of illegal dumping along 
roadsides, in parks and like. That has 
already been the case, with more 
expected when the transfer station is 
shuttered. 

In preparation for next week’s 
meeting, the township is attempting 
to put a dollar figure on the extra 
expenses incurred to clean up after the 
dumped trash, countering the region’s 
cost-saving pronouncements.

Mayor Todd Cowan, who’s received a 
steady stream of complaints about the 
changes – “I’ve heard from everyone, 
it seems” – said he’d like to see a 
strong turnout by the public at next 
Tuesday night’s meeting.  
 

No grocer for 
St. Clements

Sobeys has no plans for another 
grocery store in St. Clements when the 
Foodland closes its doors on June 26.

Owners Ron and Heather McTaggart 
now operate the Foodland in 
Palmerston, which last month changed 

over from an L&M store.
“It was no longer viable to operate,” 

said Sobeys spokesperson Sarah Stover 
of the St. Clements location, adding 
the company doesn’t know what will 
become of the building, which is not 
owned by the grocer. 

There are no plans to re-enter the 
market – “not at this time.”

Crossing guard 
policy OK’d

Looking to standardize its response 
to requests for crossing guards at 
schools in the township, Woolwich is 

moving to draft a formal policy.
In a report to council this week, 

deputy clerk Val Hummel said the 
current case-by-case method of 
dealing with requests requires 
time-consuming studies that, in most 
instances, determine a crossing guard 
isn’t warranted. Firm guidelines could 
help schools or parent councils figure 
out if the issue is worth pursuing.

Under current guidelines set by the 
province, it is very difficult to justify 
putting a crossing guard in place, she 
explained. Still, “the requests appear 
to be on the rise.”

In the past year, for instance, there 
have been four requests, none deemed 

J U N E  9

1:40 PM |Police responded 
to a collision at the roundabout 

warranted. Two were subsequently 
withdrawn.

A crossing guard is considered war-
ranted under the provincial guidelines if 
there are fewer than four safe gaps (14 
seconds is deemed necessary for a child 
to cross an average road) in 50 per cent 
of the five-minute intervals measured 
over the course of half an hour at the 
beginning or end of the school day.

In approving the formation of a 
policy, council set off a consultation 
process expected to begin in 
September.

The township currently pays for 
guards at eight locations at a total cost 
of $40,000 per year.

Police looking for connections in pair of Mapleton 
break-ins; jewellery, firearms, tools taken in heist
Wellington County 
OPP continue to inves-
tigate a pair of break-ins 
that occurred in Mapleton 
Township on June 5, hav-
ing not ruled out a connec-
tion.

The first incident oc-
curred at a home located 
on the 14th Line of Maple-
ton Township between the 
hours of 7:45 a.m. and 9 
p.m. Unknown suspect(s) 
stole a wooden jewellery 
box and various pieces of 

jewellery (rings and a neck-
lace), as well as an iPod.

Another break-in took 
place at a home located 
on the 8th Line of Maple-
ton Township between 
the hours of 9:15 and 
10:30 a.m. Among the 
items taken were three 
firearms: a Henry long 
gun with a lever ac-
tion, an SKS long gun 
and Remington Express 
shotgun with a pump ac-
tion. Other items stolen 

of a collision between a white 
Chevrolet SUV and a Ford Focus. A 
St. Clements woman was charged 
with ‘fail to yield to through 
traffic.’

8:14 AM | A collision near 
Breslau brought police to the 
intersection of Victoria Street and 
Ebycrest Road, where a Mazda Trib-
ute rear-ended a black sedan. The 
driver of the sedan was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

4:42 PM |Police responded to 
a residential property on Townsend 
Drive in Breslau where unknown 
suspects had entered and stole 
a computer. The investigation is 
ongoing.

5:27 PM | A collision occurred 
at Chilligo and Kossuth roads 
near Breslau when a Guelph man 
travelling eastbound on Kossuth 
Road in a Scion turned left in front 
of a Lexus. No one was injured. The 
driver of the Scion was charged 
with ‘turn not in safety.’

J U N E  1 2

1:32 PM | Police responded 
to a collision on Katherine Street 
North in Woolwich Township. The 
incident occurred when the driver 
of a Buick passed a Chevrolet 
Malibu on the right shoulder. The 
driver of the Malibu was charged 
with ‘pass on right side – not 
in safety.’ A minor injury was 
reported.

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Hot Stone Massage

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Colleen Thom 
RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-4425

Community 
Exercise
Class for 
Seniors

For more information call 519.664.1900 or 1.855.664.1900

FREE | No Registration Required | Drop-ins Welcome

St. James Lutheran Church
60 Arthur St. S, Elmira
(Enter Off Wyatt St. Entrance)
Every Tuesday & Thursday 
from 3:00 - 4:00pm

NEW JERUSALEM PUBLIC SCHOOL

For Info Call Clarence Weber 519-669-2220

SATURDAY, JULY 5, 2014
1:00PM - 5:00PM

AT THE SCHOOL: 1505 Scotch Line Rd., R. 2, Elmira

Bring your Lawn Chairs
and Memories!

include a HP laptop com-
puter,  a Dewalt 12V drill 
set, a Stihl trimmer and 
chainsaw, and a Master-
craft five-drawer tool box, 
as well as other tools.

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding either or 
both crimes can contact 
Wellington County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a tip on-
line at www.crimestoppers-
guelphwellington.com.     

at Fountain Street and Fairway 
Road south of Breslau after a 
minivan changed lanes within the 

intersection without signaling and 
stuck a motorcycle travelling within 
the intersection. The driver of the 

motorbike suffered a minor injury 
and the driver of the minivan was 
charged with ‘fail to signal lane 
change within intersection.’

J U N E  1 0

1:24 AM | A collision occurred 
in the 1800 block of Kressler Road 
in Wellesley Township when a 
Kitchener man driving a blue 
BMW failed to stop for a stop sign 
because he was distracted by his 
passenger. The vehicle ended up 
in the ditch. There were no injuries, 
but the driver was charged with 
‘careless driving.’

7:39 AM | The intersection 
of Kressler Road and Boomer 
Line in Wellesley was the scene 

Ranking Municipality Low er Tier 
Charges

Upper Tier 
Charges

Education DC's
Total 

Development 
Charges

1       Guelph 27,232          -               1,297            28,529          
2       Waterloo 11,859          13,288          1,691            26,838          
3       Cambridge 11,858          13,288          1,691            26,837          
4       Kitchener (Full Services, Suburban) 9,748            13,288          1,691            24,727          
5       Woolwich - Breslau, Proposed 8,432            12,936          1,691            23,059          
6       Centre Wellington 18,303          2,763            1,297            22,363          
7       Woolwich - Urban Service Area, Proposed 6,712            12,936          1,691            21,339          
8       Wilmot - New Hamburg/Baden 6,685            12,936          1,691            21,312          
9       Woolwich - Breslau, Current 5,748            12,936          1,691            20,375          

10     Woolwich - Urban Service Area, Current 4,986            12,936          1,691            19,613          
11     Wellington North 14,673          2,763            1,297            18,733          
12     Guelph/Eramosa - Rockwood 13,777          2,763            1,297            17,837          
13     Erin 13,220          2,763            1,297            17,280          
14     Wellesley 1,296            12,936          1,691            15,923          
15     Mapleton 7,119            2,763            1,297            11,179          
16     Guelph/Eramosa 7,103            2,763            1,297            11,163          
17     Puslinch 3,894            2,763            1,297            7,954            
18     Minto 3,829            2,763            1,297            7,889            

by forecasting population 
and housing gains and then 
calculating the cost of pro-
viding services to accom-
modate that growth.

The 34.6 per cent in-
crease in residential rates, 
tacked on by builders to 
the price of the home, drew 
questions from Coun. Allan 
Poffenroth.

“You mean it’s going to cost 
builders 34 per cent more just 
for the township portion of 
development charges?”

Mayor Todd Cowan 
noted that Waterloo Region 
is currently looking at a 
60 per cent increase in the 
much larger fee it applies to 
new homes. Where Wool-
wich’s charges currently 
amount to about $5,000 on 
a single-family home, the 

region already levies a fee 
of $13,000.

“Buy it now,” he advised 
those in the market for a 
new home.

On the township side, 

director of finance Richard 
Petherick noted that in the 
last review of charges in 
2009, residential rates went 
down 20 per cent, with 
non-residential fees falling 

15 per cent.
Coun. Mark Bauman ar-

gued the fees simply reflect 
legitimate costs due to de-
velopment.

“I don’t feel bad charging 

FEE HIKES: Growth comes at a cost to both current and future residents; region to takes its big share
FROM | COVER

iar with from his time on 
council.

“We need millions for 
roads alone. Recreation 
is going to be another 
area,” he said, pointing to 
a recent study indicating 
there’s a lack of parkland 
in the township. In the 
current climate at Queen’s 
Park and in Ottawa, there’s 
a chance to tackle a chunk 
of the infrastructure defi-
cit.

Running again will help 
him be part of that effort, 

said Nowak. Having been 
associated with a range 
of community groups 
over more than 30 years 
– including the Wellesley 
Board of Trade, Wellesley 
Trails Association and 
Wellesley Preschool – he 
said the desire to be in-
volved is in his blood.

Heading into summer, 
he plans to get his cam-
paign ready for the push 
that’ll come as August runs 
into September, consulting 
with residents – “I do plan 
to spend a lot of time talk-
ing to people.”

MAYOR: Infrastructure needs
FROM | 3

developers for growth,” he 
said.

Although Tuesday’s 
council session was a man-
datory public meeting to 

air the proposed changes, 
nobody attended to dis-
cuss the issue. Councillors 
are expected to ratify the 
changes on June 24.
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CALL 1-888-2DONATE or 
VISIT www.bloodservices.
ca for more information or 
to book an appointment.

Sophia: Blood Transfusion
Sunday 6:30am

The Next Elmira Clinic:  
Friday, June 27th 2014

 
 

from 3:00pm - 8:00pm  
at Lion's Hall, Elmira

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

22 Church St. W • 519-669-5353

Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches 
Donuts •Pies • Muffins 

Bread • Cookies
Mon. to Sat. 6 am - 5:30 pm • Closed Sunday

Home Baking
Light Lunches

Breakfast

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED

Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Direct: 519-747-1256 Ex 209 

HANEY, HANEY & KENDALL

JOHN KENDALL
Barrister & Solicitor

41 Erb St. E., P.O. Box 185, Waterloo ON
TEL: 519-747-1010  FAX: 519-747-9323 EMAIL: jkendall@haneylaw.com

THE ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE BROUGHT TO YOU BY THESE COMMUNITY-MINDED BUSINESSES

 60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

www.ccc-group.com

Supply chain solutions:
Chemicals.  Ingredients. Plastics. 

Sulphur Products

St. Teresa of Avila 
School students Georgia and 
Eden Cronin were inspired 
by classmate Austin Whit-
tom, who succumbed to leu-
kemia on February 7, 2014. 

“The entire school com-
munity came together to 
support Austin,” mom Daryl 
Cronin said. “Everyone 
wore orange ‘Team Austin’ 
t-shirts on Fridays.”

When Austin passed away, 
it was a major blow to the 
school.

“He was a quiet leader 
who led by his example,” 
principal James Noonan 
told The Observer in Febru-
ary. “He was a leader, he 
was a hero, and the world 
is a better place because he 
spent some time here.”

Elmira sisters donate hair in memory of classmate
SCOTT BARBER There was a “positive en-

ergy,” during Austin’s battle 
despite the difficult circum-
stances, Noonan added. 

So it was tough, especially 
for the younger kids to grasp 
the loss.

“It was difficult for the 
girls to understand, because 
they thought they were 
helping,” Cronin said.

Georgia, 10, and Eden, 
6, decided to donate their 
hair to the Canadian Cancer 
Society in order to honour 
Austin’s memory and also 
support others suffering 
from the disease.

“We wanted to do some-
thing for Austin,” said Geor-
gia, who’s thick wavy hair 
yielded several foot-long 
ponytails. 

“They both just wanted 
to find a way to do some-

thing positive to show their 
support,” explained Daryl 
Cronin.

While the girls were ea-
ger to help those in need, 
it wasn’t easy to part with 
their hair, since long hair is 
a necessity for their 
competitive 
dance pro-
grams. 

“It’ll be 
tough to get 
their short 
hair into 
buns,” Daryl 
Cronin said. 
“But it’s 
more than 
worth it   
for this 
cause.”

Eden and Georgia Cronin donated hair to be made into wigs in memory of classmate Austin Whittom.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER}
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519-669-0237
35 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

All Summer Long …

Creates a humidity barrier
        Eliminates frizz
            Locks in moisture
                Intensifies shine

$5 OFF

TREATMENT

COLOUR
LOCK

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVALHearing Doctor

By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

PALMERSTON
888-745-5550

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

KITCHENER
519-743-7000

Doctor of Audiology

The

“Presbycusis” (“elder hearing”  in Greek) is the medical term for 
age-related hearing loss that is most often due to sensory receptors in 
the inner ear. There are 15,000 of these tiny “hair cells” that convert 
sound vibrations into electrical energy that is relayed via the auditory 
nerve to the brain. When these cells are damaged by excessive noise, 
certain antibiotics, disease, and aging, they do not renew themselves, so 
it is important to avoid or manage factors that may contribute to 
presbycusis, including heart disease, diabetes, and high blood pressure. 
Each of these potentially chronic conditions may cause changes in the 
blood supply to the ear that may exacerbate age-related hearing loss. 
Addressing these issues may prevent presbycusis from worsening.

Hearing loss also can be caused by viral or bacterial infections, heart 
conditions or stroke, head injuries, tumors, and certain medicines. Most 
hearing problems occur so gradually that it can often take years before 
people realize they have a hearing impairment. For more information or to 
schedule a hearing exam, please call EAR & HEARING CLINIC. We 
specialize in rehabilitating patients of all ages with hearing loss including 
local infants identified through the provincial Infant Hearing Program. 
“Hear the Sound of Life.” As registered members of the College of Audiolo-
gists and Speech Language Pathologists of Ontario, we are among the 
highest qualified regulated hearing health care professionals in Canada.

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS

“They bring your 
communities to-
gether,” said Bryant. 
“People will come out; 
the kids get a lot of use 

out of these. It creates 
a community.”

Mayor Todd Cowan 
noted the outdoor ice 

rink has already seen 
lots of use. It will also be 

used for basketball and 
ball hockey. The total cost 

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from June 23rd - June 28th

Store Made Gluten Free 12 x 4 oz

Store Made Honey Garlic or 
Great Canadian

Store Made

Fresh Ground 80 – 85 % 

Lean Ground 
Beef

$10.99 ea.

$2.50 ea.

$3.59 Ib.
/$7.91kg.

Local Fresh
Celebrate your  

Canada Day BBQ with  
Great Local Food!

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Beef & Pork 
Burgers

Smoked Sausage
Zipper Sausage 

Kabobs
Ib.
/$11.00kg.

$4.99

Pork Side Ribs

$3.29 Ib.
/$7.25kg.

PARK: Big overhaul improves the look of run-down facility
FROM | 3 of the park was $326,000. 

He said they received 
$25,000 from local resi-
dents and $18,000 from the 
Conestego Winterbourne 
Optimist Club to help fund 
the park.

 “One of the things that 
we’ve really tried to em-
phasize in the township 
is recreation and giving 
kids something to do,” said 
Cowan. “It’s a great source 
of crime prevention, when 
you start looking at small 
towns especially. It’s great 
to have something for kids 
to do.”

Conestogo Community Park is now open 
with new basketball hoops, hockey boards, 
and tennis courts.

Kitchener-Conestoga stays Tory, but plurality falls; rest of the region backs away from PCs

SCOTT BARBER

Following the Liber-
als’ stunning electoral 
win on June 12, Michael 
Harris called out Tim Hu-
dak for the ill-fated 100,000 
job cut pledge, adding that 
it “demoralized our base.”

“Perhaps the central 
campaign that was run out 
of Toronto forgot that On-
tarians value accountabil-
ity in government, along 
with fiscal responsibility,” 
Harris, the re-elected Pro-
gressive Conservative MPP 
for Kitchener-Conestoga 
said. “The central cam-
paign focused on restoring 
accountability in govern-
ment when it was too late, 
the damage had been done 
from the 100,000 job cut 
proposal at the beginning 
of the campaign.”

Wilfrid Laurier politi-
cal science professor and 

Hudak’s strategy blamed for unexpected Liberal majority

electoral analyst Barry 
Kay agreed that the job cut 
rhetoric hurt the Tories. 

“What happened in 
the election I think was 
pretty clear: it was about 
the 100,000 job cuts. After 
you’ve won an election, the 
winning party makes all 
sorts of self-serving claims 
about the fact that it was a 
mandate for this or that, but 
I would argue that this was 
a campaign lost by Hudak 
more than won by Wynne.”

Though his party 
dropped nine seats overall 
and now faces a Liberal 
majority, Harris promises 
to be a prominent player at 
Queen’s Park when the Leg-
islature resumes on July 2.

“Her Majesty’s Official 
Opposition plays an im-
portant role in holding the 
government accountable 
for the decisions they make 
with hard earned tax dol-

lars,” he said. “I will be (my 
constituents) voice to en-
sure that that happens each 
and everyday because this 
government has a track re-
cord of not spending or in-
vesting tax dollars wisely.” 

 Polling on June 12 
was tight between Harris 
(17,390 votes) and Liberal 
candidate Wayne Wright 
(15,896), with a margin 
of just 3.13 per cent (1,521 
votes) between them. 
James Villeneuve of the 
NDP finished third with 
21.09 per cent of the vote 
(10,059), while the Green’s 
David Weber picked up 
just under seven per cent 
(3,319). 

“If the Liberals had 
swung in Kitchener-Cones-
toga the way they did prov-
ince-wide, relative to the 
Conservatives, they’d have 
done a bit better and I think 
it would have been a virtual 

tie in that case,” Kay said. 
“But southwestern Ontario 
in general, including that 
riding, was not an area 
where the Liberals went up, 
in fact they went down.”

While the spread be-
tween the Liberals and 
Conservatives narrowed 
considerably in Kitchener-
Conestoga (3.13 from 8.68 
per cent in 2011), more 
significant was the drop in 
overall vote share by each 
party: The Tory’s fell to 
36.45 from 44.16 per cent 
while the Grits slid to 33.32 
from 35.5 per cent in the 
2011 election. 

Those points were 
picked up by the Greens 
and the NDP, who gained 4 
and 3.5 per cent respective-
ly over the last election. 

Nonetheless, Harris 
plans to advocate on behalf 
of everyone in the riding. 

“Our first priority is to 

serve all constituents, re-
gardless of how they voted 
in the election. I now repre-
sent every voter and every 
constituent in the riding of 
Kitchener-Conestoga, and I 
will work hard on each and 
every one of their behalf 
over the next four years to 
continue to earn their trust.”

On June 17, Harris joined 
the Progressive Conserva-
tive Caucus in Toronto to 
discuss the party’s short-
comings. 

“Tim (Hudak) did say he 
would not be leading the 
party into the next elec-
tion, so as soon as we can 
get the new leadership un-
derway the better.”

The PCs need to move 
forward and “accept what 
voters told us,” he added.

“We have to have a leader 
and a party that champi-
ons fiscal responsibility, 
but ensures that we focus 

on providing for those 
who are in need, whether 
it’s through health care, 
education or other social 
services.”

Specifically, Harris 
points to the opening 
tendering bill, emergency 
response times in rural 
communities and the con-
struction of Highway 7 as 
priorities going forward. 

“My goals and objectives 
haven’t changed since my 
last election, and that is to 
put the interests and issues 
of most concern to my com-
munity first. That is the sole 
purpose of me being the 
MPP, to represent their in-
terests at Queen’s Park. The 
Liberals made the commit-
ment to start construction 
on Highway 7 by 2015 and I 
will be the one standing up 
at Queen’s Park ensuring 
that that happens each and 
every day.”

More fun in 
Gibson Park

With construction of an outdoor fitness 
area just underway in Elmira’s Gibson 
Park, organizers of Kate’s Place already 
have plans for another addition.

Following a presentation to Woolwich 
council this week, the Kate’s Kause 
group got the go-ahead to add a zip-
line structure – a ZipKrooz – adjacent 

to the playground. The new piece 
of equipment emulates the popular 
zip-lining experience, offering a 
two-way motion back and forth along 
the structure. In keeping with the rest 
of the playground, it will be accessible 
to kids of all abilities.

The $40,000 price tag will be 
covered by the group. As with all the 
other features at the park, the township 
would take over ownership, becoming 
responsible for maintenance and liability.
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AD NUMBER:

DON_141098_KB_RAM_JUNE

MONTH OF THE RAM

REGION: ONTARIO

Title:

DUE DATE: JUNE 10

Wise customers read the fine print: *, », †, Ω, § The Month of the Ram offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected new and unused models purchased from participating retailers on or after June 3, 2014. Offers subject to change and may be extended without notice. All pricing includes freight 
($1,695), air tax (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell 
for less. *Consumer Cash Discounts are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. »$1,500 Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash is available to qualified customers on the retail purchase/lease of any 2013/2014 Ram 2500/3500 models (excluding Cab & Chassis models) and 2014 Ram 1500 (excludes Reg Cab models) 
and is deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Eligible customers include current owners/lessees of a Dodge or Ram pickup truck or any other manufacturer’s pickup truck. The vehicle must have been owned/leased by the eligible customer and registered in their name on or before June 1, 2014. Proof of ownership/lease 

agreement will be required. Additional eligible customers include licensed tradesmen and those working towards Skilled Trade certification. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. †4.29% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on new select models through 
RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2014 Ram 1500 Quad Cab 4x4 SXT (25A+AGR)/2014 Ram 1500 Crew Cab 4X4 SXT (25A+AGR+XFH) with a Purchase Price of $26,295/$30,173, with a $0 down payment, financed at 4.29% for 
96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $150/$172 with a cost of borrowing of $4,816/$5,527 and a total obligation of $31,111.33/$35,699.65. ΩFinance Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash and 1% Rate Reduction are available to eligible customers on the retail purchase/lease of select 2014 
Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or Fiat models at participating retailers from June 3 to 30, 2014 inclusive. Finance Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. 1% Rate Reduction applies on approved credit to most qualifying subvented financing transactions 
through RBC, TD Auto Finance and Scotiabank. 1% Rate Reduction cannot be used to reduce the final interest rate below 0%. Eligible customers include all original and current owners of select Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or Fiat models with an eligible standard/subvented finance or lease 
contract maturing between May 1, 2014 and June 30, 2017. Trade-in not required. See retailer for complete details and exclusions. §Starting From Prices for vehicles shown include Consumer Cash Discounts and do not include upgrades (e.g., paint). Upgrades available for additional cost. 
≠Based on 2014 EnerGuide highway fuel consumption ratings. Government of Canada test methods used. Your actual fuel consumption will vary based on driving habits and other factors. 2014 Ram 1500 4x2 model with 3.0L EcoDiesel V6 and 8-speed automatic – Hwy: 7.1 L/100 km
(40 MPG) and City: 10.2 L/100 km (28 MPG). ••With as low as 7.1 L/100 km (40 MPG) highway. ±Best-selling based on IHS Automotive: Polk Canadian new vehicle registrations through October 2013 for large diesel pickups under 14,000 lbs GVW. ¥Longevity based on IHS Automotive: Polk 
Canadian Vehicles In Operation data as of July 1, 2013, for model years 1994-2013 for all large pickups sold and available in Canada over the last 20 years. ≤Based on 3500/350 pickups. When properly equipped. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.

DUW Durham Wheels

WOO Elmira/Woolwich Observer

FFT Fort Frances Times

HTE Hawksbury Tribune Express

VPR Rockland Vision (Prescott Russell)

SSN Scugog Standard

SNL Sudbury Northern Life

TIL Tilbury Times

GET 
UP TO $10,000IN TOTAL 

DISCOUNTS

ram 1500
now available

40mpg
hwy

WITH
UP TO

BEST FUEL ECONOMY OF ANY PICKUP EVER
0 W

U

PULL-AHEAD BONUS CASH

P U L L - A H E A D  I N T O  A  N E W  V E H I C L E  S O O N E R .
E X C L U S I V E  T O  O U R  E X I S T I N G  F I N A N C E / L E A S E  C U S T O M E R S .

, 1%+ RATE
REDUCTION
ENDS JUNE 30TH

Ω

IF YOU ARE A LICENSED TRADESMAN OR IF 
YOU CURRENTLY OWN ANY PICKUP TRUCK

$1,500BONUS CASH
>>

BI-WEEKLY† FOR 96 MONTHS WITH $0 DOWN

5,300 LB MORE THAN THE CLOSEST COMPETITOR≤

BEST-IN-CLASS

TOWING≤ 30,000 LB ®

+Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 and
anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

great offers on A 2014 ram heavy duty
CANADA’S BEST-SELLING,± LONGEST-LASTING DIESEL PICKUP¥ 

RAMTRUCKOFFERS.CA

$150 @ 4.29%FINANCE
FOR

2014 RAM 1500
QUAD CAB SXT 4X4

$26,295
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES 
$8,500 CONSUMER CASH,* 
$1,500 BONUS CASH,» FREIGHT, 
AIR TAX, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC 
FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER 
RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

step up
to even 
more
value

2014 RAM 1500
CREW CAB SXT 4X4
WITH CLASS IV RECEIVER HITCH

BI-WEEKLY† FOR 96 MONTHS WITH $0 DOWN

$172 @ 4.29%FINANCE
FOR

ZZ
more comfort MORE CHOICES

40 INCHES OF REAR 
LEG ROOM

MORE STORAGE
CLASS-EXCLUSIVE IN-FLOOR 
& FRONT SEAT FLOOR BINS

5.7-FT OR 6.4-FT BOX 
AVAILABLE

5

B

+Your local retailer may cha
anti-theft/saf

CAN

Starting From Price for 
2014 Ram 1500 Laramie 
Limited shown: $47,835.§

T:10.25”

T:14”

DON_141098_KB_RAM_JUNE.indd   1 6/12/14   3:18 PM
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8 Snyder Ave. N., Elmira, ON  |  519.669.4111
www.chartwell.com

CHARTWELL ELMIRA 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

ALL ARE WELCOME 

THURSDAY JUNE 26TH

2:00PM - 4:00PM
& 7:00PM - 9:00PM

• TEA ROOM
• BAKE SALE
• WHITE ELEPHANT TABLE
• SPECIAL DRAW
• QUILT TICKETS

(Use either 8 Snyder Ave or 11 Herbert St. Entrance)

ENTERTAINMENT BY:
DIANNE & ELAYNE AT 7PM

CHATEAU GARDENS
AUXILIARY’S ANNUAL

STRAWBERRY

SOCIAL
STRAWBERRY

SOCIAL

59 CHURCH ST. W.  |  519-669-8475
STORE HOURS:  Monday to Wednesday: 9:30 to 5:00, Thursday: 9:30 to 8:00

Friday: 9:30 to 5:00, Saturday: 9:30 to 4:00

 Proceeds Benefiting Mennonite Central Committee 
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GCLEARANCE
SALE!

Featuring “Shape” by Avrielle
Great support without underwire!

Friday, June 27th | 10am-4pm

Save 50%
Reg. $85 - now only $40

Sizes 30B - 42HH

You Are Invited
to a Custom Bra

Fit Clinic

You Are Invited
to a Custom Bra

Fit Clinic

NOT SOLD IN STORES! ALL SALES FINAL!

www.avrielle.ca

335 Lancaster St. W. 
Kitchener (Rear Entrance)
  BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Contact Connie to book your 
appointment at 226.339.0776 OR
connie.boshart@avrielle.ca

Wellesley pond 
gets arty Saturday

Art meets the great outdoors 
Saturday, as Wellesley Village hosts the 
ninth annual Art Round the Pond.

Some 20 visual artists, various 
craftspeople and artisans will be 
showcasing their talents at the 
one-day original art exhibition and 
sale. The day, which runs from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., also features performances 
by local musicians.

The day will also include a dedica-
tion ceremony honouring the late 
Marg Runstedler, a Wellesley resident 
who helped launch the event. She 
was a tireless volunteer who was 
involved in a variety of projects over 
many years.

“She was instrumental in starting 
Art Round the Pound and all kinds of 
things in Wellesley,” said committee 
member Liz Diebolt of Runstedler, a 
Wellesley Citizen of the Year.

Library roof  
to get overhaul

The Wellesley Library will likely lose 
its chimneys when the roof is redone. 

Wellesley council this week looked 
at quotes for the repairs and is looking 
at redoing their pricing to include 
removing them. 

Director of facilities Brad Voisin said 
if the township doesn’t remove them 
within a couple years, the chimneys 
would end up costing more money.

GEA compliance
Wellesley council this week approved 

provisions under the Green Energy 
Act that requires the township to post 
an energy conservation and demand 
management plan to the township 
website by July 1. The five-year plan is 
not a guarantee, but recommendations 
for how the township can be more 
energy efficient.

Mrs. Pavlove’s Grade 4 
students are officially au-
thors, and they can barely 
wait to spread the word. 
The Breslau Public School 
class held its official book 
launch on June 19 for “Chit-
Chat-Chatter,” a book of 
questions designed to get 
families talking again at the 
dinner table.

Student Ben Gavra said 
his favorite parts of the pro-
cess were working together 
to make the book and 
surveying different classes 
about which questions to 
use.

“We made this so we 
could bring back discus-
sion, so they could have a 
variety of questions and 
not just ask ‘hi, how was 
your day?’” said Gavra. “We 
want them to talk and not 
just sit there. Instead you 
can say ‘hi, what did you do 
today? Did you do anything 
exciting? What was exciting 
about that?’”

They started with 350 
questions and narrowed 
them down after asking 
fellow classes and their par-
ents. They also made ques-
tion cards they’re planning 
to put in restaurants and 
hotels.

“If people can’t think of a 
question they can just take 
one of these and ask them. 
‘If you could only play in 
one sport at the Olympics, 
what would it be and why?’”

At the launch, the stu-
dents asked their parents 
and siblings to rate differ-
ent questions. Questions 
like “what are the three 

Kids’ book a real conversation starter
Breslau PS students collaborate on a publication designed to get families talking at the dinner table

WHITNEY NEILSON

kinds of rocks and how are 
they formed?” and “what 
colour is Dora’s shirt?” got a 
resounding thumbs down. 
Open questions like “what 
makes a great meal?” and 
“if you could be any age 
what would you be?” were 
given the thumbs up.

The students expressed 
their thoughts about mak-
ing the book including feel-
ing inspired, creative, and 
smart for making a book. 

Debby Pavlove said hearing 
how the book made them 
feel brought tears to her 
eyes. 

The class received the 
Green Apple Grant of 
$1,000 from Metro to make 
the book. Pavlove said the 
project started when the 
class discussed what they 
would do if they got the 
grant. She said a lot of them 
told her they talk to their 
parents at dinner but it’s 

mostly “how was your day?  
Good.”

From there they split into 
groups and took their ques-
tions around the school.

 “They got to see what 
the kids answered and they 
came back and made survey 
graphs and then they tried 
it with their parents and it 
was interesting for them to 
build that sense of commu-
nity with the school and see 
that different ages answer 

differently,” said Pavlove.
She said the kids are 

proud and thrilled to see 
the book come to fruition. 
Printing was done by M&T, 
but otherwise the class did 
the rest. Each student will 
receive a book and cards to 
take home.

“They’re really excited,” 
she said. “It’s already June 
but they’re really excited. It 
provides opportunities for 
kids to think about healthy 
eating in a different way.”

Adam Frederick said he 
enjoyed working together as 
a group to choose the ques-
tions.

“I made a lot of friends 
along the way,” said Freder-
ick. “It was interesting. It’s 
not every day that I publish 
books.”

The process included 
lots of revising and Fred-
erick said one of his favor-
ite questions was from a 
student who moved away, 
which was “how would you 
feel if you got licked by a 
cow?”

The students said they 
hope the questions are used 
by families, conversations 
are inspired, and people 
start thinking about how 
they eat. Books will be given 
to public libraries to further 
the discussion.

Nick Baietu said his fa-
vorite part of the experience 
was making the video about 
the book, which included 
bloopers.

“I thought it was pretty 
cool to make it and I liked 
how everyone participated,” 
said Baietu. “At the end 
it was way better than I 
thought it would be.”

Breslau PS students 
Ben Gavra and Niko 
Christodoulou are excited 
to share the new Chit-Chat-
Chatter book with their 
friends and family. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON/THE OBSERVER}
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THE REGION, THROUGH ITS director of 
waste management Jon Arsenault, should be 
on a very hot seat at next week’s Woolwich 
council meeting, grilled for the inexplicable 
decision to close the rural transfer stations.

Willing to dump much more money into poorly used 
and ill-considered projects – the bus in Woolwich, the LRT 
scheme jump readily to mind – the region with this move 
eliminates a service that is well used, much needed and of 
actual value, the latter being a troublingly vanishing trait.

Closing the four transfer stations, including one in Elmi-
ra, could save about $300,000, a pittance. The region ar-
gues it would have to spend millions of dollars on upgrades 
to keep the facilities open, though residents will need 
plenty of convincing on that front. Even if some invest-
ment is required, that falls into the infrastructure renewal 
category, projects that can be amortized over decades-long 
lifespans.

In attempting to shave its budget – what might be 
sucking up all kinds of money, perhaps? – the region is 
removing from residents a useful service, offering no rec-
ompense. Think of the decision to stop mowing grass (well, 
weeds) along roadways as a similar inexplicable situation. 

With the transfer stations, the closure leads to some 
significant consequences – externalities in the region’s ra-
tionale. Not the least of these is an uptick in the instances 
of illegal dumping, something the township is already 
seeing with the severe cutbacks in the hours of operation 
at the Elmira transfer station, which saw 25,000 visitors in 
the past year. Each pile of trash left by the roadside must 
be cleaned up and hauled away, at township expense. 
The same goes for an increase in the amount of garbage 
dumped into municipal bins in places like parks: the bins 
will need to be emptied more often, with more trash to be 
carted away.

In addition, closing the stations forces township resi-
dents who don’t just dump-and-run to travel to the Erb 
Street landfill, a fair distance for some. No one can argue 
25,000 individual trips to the dump is more environmen-
tally friendly or less costly than a few trucks hauling large 
bins from Howard Avenue, for instance.

Moreover, the decision indicates the regard the upper 
tier government has for the townships. It seems unlikely 
a service of benefit to a correspondingly large percentage 
of residents would be scrapped in the cities, let alone so 
cavalierly. 

Of course, you could argue that people should simply 
suck it up, that there’s no justification for illegal dump-
ing. The latter is certainly true, even if the upsurge already 
underway was perfectly predictable. Environmental argu-
ments aside, such dumping is completely inconsiderate. 
Our shared spaces are just that: shared. Everyone who 
dumps trash, even if it's just a coffee cup or candy wrap-
per, is in fact leaving the mess for somebody else to clean 
up – people who make use of common areas are in essence 
forced to do the work. When municipal crews deal with 
someone’s garbage, we all pay: first by having to put up 
with unsightly and/or unsafe mess and then by footing the 
bill.

Human nature being what it is, however, simply calling 
for a halt to dumping is too simplistic. Even recently adopt-
ed stiffer fines won’t do. Nor would that negate the genuine 
grievances residents have over the loss of a useful service. 
Regional politicians and bureaucrats may be content with 
ignoring the townships even as they increase taxes, but 
Tuesday night’s meeting should be uncomfortable.

Push for answers 
on bid to close 
transfer stations

Whatever else you may 
say about the “young war 
criminal” (as British jour-
nalist Alan Watkins used to 
call former prime minister 
Tony Blair), he certainly 
fights his corner with great 
determination. He is con-
demned to spend his life 
defending his part in the 
invasion of Iraq in 2003, 
and last weekend he was at 
it again.

In a 3,000-word essay 
on his website, Blair wrote 
about last week’s conquest 
of almost half Iraq’s terri-
tory by the fanatical fight-
ers of ISIS (Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria): “We have 
to liberate ourselves from 
the notion that ‘we’ have 
caused this. We haven’t.” 
What he really meant by 
“we”, of course, was “I”. 
And he would say that, 
wouldn’t he?

But at least give Blair 
credit for producing an in-
teresting argument. “As for 
how these (recent) events 
reflect on the original 
decision to remove Sad-
dam,” he wrote, “... (the 

Blair's revisionist history of Iraq war fails to make the grade
argument) is that but for 
the invasion of 2003, Iraq 
would be a stable country 
today...”

“Consider the post 2011 
Arab uprisings. Put into 
the equation the counter-
factual – that Saddam and 
his two sons would be run-
ning Iraq in 2011 when the 
uprisings began. Is it seri-
ously being said that the 
revolution sweeping the 
Arab world would have hit 
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Ye-
men, Bahrain, Syria ... but 
miraculously Iraq, under 
the most brutal and tyran-
nical of all the regimes, 
would have been an oasis 
of calm?” he wrote.

“So it is a bizarre reading 
of the cauldron that is the 
Middle East today, to claim 
that but for the removal 
of Saddam, we would not 
have a crisis.”

Blair is employing one of 
his favourite techniques: 
winning an argument with 
a straw man. Nobody is 
actually saying that if the 
United States, Britain and 
some hangers-on had not 
illegally invaded Iraq in 
2003, the country would be 
an “oasis of calm” today. Of 
course the “Arab Spring” 
would have come to Iraq 
too, and of course there 

would be huge turmoil in 
the country today.

If Saddam Hussein 
had managed to hang on 
to power in the face of a 
democratic uprising in 
2011 that was initially non-
violent, Iraq today might 
be in a civil war somewhat 
like that in Syria. And if his 
dictatorship had been over-
thrown in 2011, whatever 
new government emerged 
in Iraq would certainly be 
contending with acute eth-
nic and sectarian rivalries 
today.

But the living standards, 
infrastructure, and health 
and educational services 
of a quite developed coun-
try would not have been 
massively degraded by a 
decade of invasion, foreign 
occupation and popular 
resistance. Hundreds of 
thousands of Iraqis who 
were killed in these events 
would still be alive (al-
though Saddam’s secret 
police would have mur-
dered the usual thousand 
or so each year). And above 
all there would be no ISIS, 
nor anything like it.

There were no terrorists 
in Iraq in 2003. There were 
people with radical Is-
lamist ideas, but they kept 
quiet for fear of Saddam’s 

torturers and there weren’t 
very many of them. And 
there were no “weapons of 
mass destruction” either. It 
was an exceptionally dumb 
war, to borrow Barack 
Obama’s famous phrase, 
and it began the destruc-
tion of Iraq.

It is the deep sectarian 
divisions in Iraq’s Arabic-
speaking population (the 
Kurds are a separate issue) 
that are now completing 
that process of destruction. 
However, as with the dis-
tinctions between Catho-
lics, Orthodox Christians 
and Muslims in old Yugo-
slavia before the break-up 
and the Balkan wars of the 
1990s, most Sunnis and 
Shias in Iraq before 2003 
lived side by side with a 
fairly low degree of fric-
tion.

It was the fight against 
foreign occupation after 
2003 that radicalized 
people in Iraq and drove 
so many of them back into 
narrow sectarian identi-
ties. “Al-Qaeda in Iraq,” the 
original name for what now 
calls itself ISIS, was born 
in that struggle, and Tony 
Blair and George W. Bush 
were its midwives.

DYER | 12

With roadside trash already on the rise thanks to the region's cuts, illegal dumping takes a pointed twist.
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A good idea undermined by lack of faith in the people putting it forward

The surprising vic-
tor of a majority last 
week, Kathleen Wynne has 
vowed to plow ahead with 
the same budget that pre-
cipitated the election in the 
first place.

That’s not good news for 
Ontarians. With math worse 
than Tim Hudak’s, the bud-
get offers a recipe for more 
waste, useless spending, 
pocket-lining and growing 
deficits. And absolutely 
no chance to balance the 
budget without changing 
course, which likely means 
breaking a promise not 
to raise taxes rather than 
bringing out-of-control 
spending back in line.

Wynne’s pledge also 
means the province will 
push ahead with a planned 
pension scheme, first sug-
gested when the federal 
government declined to 
make much-needed re-
forms to the CPP. While we 
do need a better retirement 
strategy, this government 
has shown itself much 
more likely to mismanage 

the whole thing, wasting 
yet more of our money (see 
eHealth, ORNGE, public 
sector contracts negotia-
tions, gas plants and the 
long list of other incompe-
tent and/or corrupt appli-
cations).

And that’s too bad, be-
cause we do need pension 
reform, even if those two 
words are enough to induce 
the urge to nod off.

Quite frankly, most re-
tirement schemes are tilted 
towards scheme rather 
than retirement, shaped 
like a pyramid.

Even the Canada Pen-
sion Plan, the most stable 
of all, relies on money from 
today’s workers to pay for 
yesterday’s retirees. That 
reality is part of the reason 
we need reform. That and 
the fact many of us simply 
won’t have enough money 
to live on if we ever do get 
to retire.

Another facet involves 
strengthening protections 
for private pension plans, 
the kind often plundered 
and/or underfunded by 
companies. The kind gov-
ernment has been forced to 
bail out on occasion. 

On the whole, we’re not put-
ting enough money away to 

secure the future of retirees.
There’s every reason for 

concern. About two-thirds 
of Canadian workers don’t 
have a company pension 
plan. In fact, about a third 
don’t have any retirement 
savings at all – about 30 
per cent of eligible work-
ers didn’t contribute to an 
RRSP last year, for instance.

For those who have no 
savings of their own, rely-
ing only on government 
sources, retirement will be 
a meager affair. Or simply 
put off altogether.

The CPP provides 25 per 
cent of a worker’s average 
annual earnings – hardly 
enough for a comfortable 
retirement. That level has 
been consistent since the 
program was introduced 
in 1966. Payments for cur-
rent recipients come partly 
from invested reserves and 
partly from contributions 
from today’s workforce. In 
order to ensure a more sta-
ble system and to provide a 
decent retirement income, 
we’ll have to start boosting 
CPP contributions.

Ideally, that 25 per cent 
figure would become 70 
per cent, the figure most 
often cited as the level of 
income needed to preserve 

our standard of living in 
retirement.

While the federal govern-
ment did look at hikes in 
CPP contributions, though 
at modest and gradual 
levels likely to prove less 
effective than they need to 
be, it soon backed away.

You can be sure that 
hesitation had much to do 
with opposition from the 
financial services industry. 
The best-case scenario for 
most Canadians would see 
a robust CPP doing away 
with the current RRSP 
system. Those who profit 
from the status quo – rak-
ing in some of the highest 
management fees in the 
process – want no part of 
such notions.

Turmoil in the economy 
has seen more workers in 
danger of losing company 
pensions – already seri-
ously underfunded in most 
cases – due to bankruptcy. 
Like those plans, RRSPs 
managed by the financial 
industry have taken a beat-
ing, dropping in value such 
that many of us will have 
to put off retirement plans, 
as noted in a recent study 
by the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives.

“[I]t seems increasingly 

obvious that, unless some-
thing is done, more and 
more workers will be forced 
to go on working longer 
or will enter retirement 
without adequate income 
to support themselves and 
their families. For all these 
reasons, those concerned 
with pension reform are 
turning their attention to 
the possibility of expand-
ing the Canada Pension 
Plan as a possible solution 
to the problem.”

Of course, politicians 
also fear a backlash from 
workers who would see sig-
nificant increases in CPP 
contributions as simply 
another tax grab.

That’s not the case. Un-
like employment insurance, 
CPP is an arm’s length ar-
rangement. Contributions 
go directly to the plan, and 
are never part of govern-
ment’s general revenues. 
The plan is generally seen 
as secure, reliable, cost-ef-
fective, and well managed. 
Increasing the mandatory 
contributions would be a 
largely painless way to en-
sure a more comfortable re-
tirement – in effect, forced 
savings. Because of the way 
the plan is administered, it 
would not be at risk of being 

squandered by government, 
unlike our tax payments.

That’s a big distinction. We 
would get back what we con-
tribute. It would also relieve 
the ponzi elements: we pay 
today for what we’ll receive 
tomorrow, rather than rely-
ing on subsequent genera-
tions of workers to pay for us.

That model permeates 
government. It’s what fuels 
deficit spending. A purely 
pay-as-you-go formula 
wouldn’t work, but we need 
to move in that direction. 
The same is true of the 
economy as a whole, itself 
a giant pyramid scheme 
which relies on growth – in 
effect, the next batch of 
suckers – to pay for what 
we spend today. The need 
for change is obvious: re-
sources are finite, whereas 
the system runs on just the 
opposite assumption.

At a time when more and 
more of us are worried about 
finances and what the future 
holds, the time is ripe for 
reforms that actually ben-
efit Canadians – something 
governments talk about but 
often fail to deliver on.

For Ontarians, however, 
putting faith in this govern-
ment to deliver seems like 
another bad investment.

Who are you rooting for in the World Cup?

France

 » Sharon Rodriguez

Brazil

 » Julissa Martin

Spain

 » Bev Scott

England

 » Jimmy Scott

Germany

 » A.J. Shoemaker

"I am sure the people in St. Clements and district would be more than happy to welcome No Frills to St. Clements." Annette Kuhn | 12
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BE SEEN. 
ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS TODAY!

DYER: There's no re-do on the 
events now underway in Iraq
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 » Ministry of Finance statistics

Lillian DeCosta ............... Queen Size Quilt handmade by parishioner

Teresa Day .................................................. Knights of Columbus $350

Ed Verby................................................................ Stirling Doors $250

Erl & Donna Andersen ............................................. C.W.L. $200

Pat Kehn......................................................................... C.W.L. $200

Mary Collins .............................................................. Resurfice $200

Carol Stortz ............................................................Anonymous $200

Allan Poffenroth ..Handmade Queen Brick Design Comforter
 by Pat Ditner

Brendan Hickey ................. Eureka Upright Air Speed Vacuum
 from Elmira Vacuum & Electrical

Paul Nowak........................................... Dreisinger Funeral Home $150

Phil Gleeson ..................................................Hanley Kitcheners $150

Pat Scherrer.................................................. R.E. Burrows Signs $100

Mike Kraemer .......................................................Anonymous $100

CUSTOM PRE-FINISHED SOLID

HARDWOOD
FLOORING
Custom Finishes | Sizes up to 8” wide
Domestic Hard & Soft Wood Flooring
Reclaimed Wood

ELAM BRUBACHER
2936 Arthur St. N., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-0750
1-866-423-6893

     AS LOW AS

$4.25
/Sq.Ft.

Visit our Showroom Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

It’s striking that Al-
Qaeda in Iraq’s main target 
during the occupation 
was to kill large numbers 
of Shias rather than lots 
of Americans. Its strategy 
was to provoke a sectar-
ian war in which Iraqi 
Sunnis would be losing at 
first – but then their plight 
would trigger intervention 
by Sunni states in the re-
gion and lead to a general 
Sunni-Shia war. It was a 
convoluted, nasty and 
deeply unrealistic strategy, 
but it made sense in terms 
of their radical Islamist 
ideology.

If there had been no 
invasion, and Saddam Hus-
sein had been overthrown 
by a popular revolution 
only three years ago, 
there would certainly be 

great tension in a newly 
democratic Iraq now. Sunni 
Arabs would be having 
trouble coming to terms 
with their minority status 
(which most were unaware 
of under Saddam). Shias 
would be tempted to ex-
ploit their majority status 
unfairly. Kurds would 
be pushing for more au-
tonomy.

But they would be doing 
so in an atmosphere that 
had not been contaminat-
ed by a decade of sectarian 
hatred and savagery. There 
would be no organizations 
like ISIS dedicated to wag-
ing a sectarian war. And 
even if Saddam Hussein 
had not been overthrown 
and Iraq was caught up in 
a civil war like Syria’s, it 
would have a far less sec-
tarian character. As would 
Syria’s, for that matter.

At $12.5 billion ($1.2 billion higher than projected), Ontario's 2014 
deficit will be larger than the combined deficits of the federal and 
all provincial governments in the country. Ontario's debt will hit 
$289.3 billion this year and is projected to reach $324.5 billion by 
2017/18.

 » American intellectual Noam Chomsky weighs in on the increasing unrest in Iraq 
and the events that led to the sectarian violence

“Go back to the Nuremburg judgments. Aggression was defined as 
the supreme international crime. It differed from other war crimes 
in that it encompasses all the evil that follows. The U.S. and British 
invasion of Iraq is a textbook case of aggression. By the standards 
of Nuremberg they [the British and U.S. leaders] would all be 
hanged. And one of the crimes they committed was to ignite the 
Sunni and Shiite conflict.”

 » From the June 18, 2011 edition of the Observer

Workers arriving at the Elmira post office Wednesday morning 
were turned away, locked out by Canada Post. The mail continued 
to sit pending a resolution of a dispute over wages, benefits and 
working conditions between the corporation and member of the 
Canadian Union of Postal Workers. The move by Canada Post 
followed 12 days of rotating strikes across the country by the union 
representing some 54,000 postal workers.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462
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St. Clements 
would welcome 
No Frills

To the Editor,
I was sorry to hear that 
Foodland in St. Clements 
will be closing at the end 
of June.

Heather and Ron Mc-
Taggart, Foodland own-
ers,  have done an excellent 
job in serving St. Clements 
and area catering to our 
needs as well as a large 
Mennonite community.

No Frills in Elmira ap-
parently has to close due to 
Loblaws purchasing Shop-

pers Drug Mart. I am sure 
the people in St. Clements 
and district would be more 
than happy to welcome No 
Frills to St. Clements.  

Hopefully some consid-
eration can be given to this 
suggestion.

ANNETTE KUHN | ST CLEMENTS
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top amateur golfers from 
clubs across the province. 
This year, the event teed off 
at the Peterborough Golf 
and Country Club on June 
12. 

“I hit it pretty well and 
didn’t cause myself any 
grief,” Cowan said, de-
scribing the round. “I was 
never in danger of doing 
anything stupid.  It was a 

GOLF / TOURNEY WIN

Championship 
round for 
Wellesley golfer

GALEA | 14GOLFER | 15

BIKE SAFETY | 15

Group seeking to improve Woolwich roads for cyclists
WHITNEY NEILSON

OPEN
COUNTRY

In this  
case, the 
anything-
but-sweet 
smell of 
success

Smart phones have 
come a long way in the last 
decade or so. Now, they are 
about to take one more step 
towards providing a fuller, 
richer experience. That 
means in-person conversa-
tions are about to be a thing 
of the past.

You see, the technological 
wizards who design these 
things are on the verge of 
making smell an option too. 
In fact, even as you read 
this, attachments and apps 
are being developed so that 
smell can be included in an 
everyday cell phone call.

Most people believe 
this is a good thing. For 
instance, they envision 
people sending smells 
to fire departments and 
medical staff to determine 
danger levels or types of 
illness. They say astronauts 
and spacecraft will be able 
to send the smells of space, 
the moon and other planets 
back to earth for analysis 
too.

Foodies will be able to 
send culinary aromas to 
friends and, of course, tour-
ists will be able to send 

NOT SO GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

For the second time in 
his golfing career, Welles-
ley’s Rob Cowan is the 
Golf Association of On-
tario (GAO) “Champion of 
Champions.” 

The title is awarded to 
the winner of the GAO club 
championship tourna-
ment, which features the 

Woolwich may be 
known for its extensive 
trail network, but cyclists 
are hoping to add bike 
routes and multi-day ad-
ventures to the list. 

Cyclists and township 
employees gathered for a 
six-kilometre ride on June 
16 to demonstrate the is-
sues and possibilities of 

cycling locally.
Patrick Gleeson, local 

cyclist and ride organizer, 
said the idea was to show 
people who make the deci-
sions first-hand what the 
area has to offer, and what 
needs be done.

“We need some improve-
ments in the width of our 
asphalt, so there’s some 
place for bicycles to bike,” 
said Gleeson.

He said the Woolwich 
On-road Cycling Group 
promotes safe cycling and 
there are 13 cycling events 
on the Woolwich website 
right now. He brought in 
riders who are part of the 
Tour de Waterloo, which 
totals 600 cyclists, to dem-
onstrate the growth of the 
sport.

Twenty years ago, he 
said, the trails group was in 

a similar situation, where 
trails were seen as a luxury 
item not needed in Wool-
wich. Now trails are an in-
tegral part of the township. 

“We think now is the 
time for cycling in the 
township to be recognized 
and some changes made,” 
said Gleeson. “We must talk 
of the rough roads, no bicy-
cle lanes, improper grates 
on manholes. Our roads 

are only rebuilt every 60 to 
80 years. We must find the 
political will to properly 
rebuild roads with cycling 
lanes.”

Malcolm Steven, Tour de 
Waterloo organizer, said 
Woolwich has been open 
to helping cycling clubs 
put on events and has been 
working to fix up rough 

The win on June 12 marked Rob Cowan’s second Golf Association of Ontario Men’s Champion of Champions title.  [SUBMITTED]

SCOTT BARBER shotgun start so I started 
on number two. I parred 
the first nine holes and 
then I finally made a put 
for birdie on 11, and then I 
made a longer putt, maybe 
seven or eight paces, for 
birdie on 12.”

But he stumbled down 
the stretch with two bogeys 
to card an even par 71. 

“I made a couple, not 

big mistakes but just little 
things coming in,” Cowan 
said. “I had a couple more 
chances to make birdie, but 
they just kind of rolled over 
the edge of the hole.”

Meanwhile, Peter Bene-
teau of Odessa was cruising 
through the back nine at 
two under par. The 17-year-
old from Camden Braes 
Golf and Country Club 

looked to have the edge be-
fore dropping two strokes 
late to match Cowan’s 
score. 

The tie led to a sudden-
death playoff on the most 
challenging hole on the 
course. 

“You can either hit driver 
to get it over a pond, or you 

Local cyclists discussed issues with biking 
in Woolwich Township at a meeting June 16 
in Elmira. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Playoff victory in Peterborough gives Rob Cowan 
Golf Association of Ontario title
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the people back home the 
sights, sounds and smells of 
exotic destinations.

But like all technology, 
there is a potential for hor-
rible abuse as well.

For instance, I live in fear 
of the day that my hunting 
buddies learn to use this 
technology. When that hap-
pens, it will simply not be 
safe to answer the phone. Or 
even check voicemails.

Trust me on this. Those 
messages will not hold any 

pleasant or exotic smells. 
No sir. Instead, there 

will be horrible odours that 
would make a high school 
gym locker blush. Or a 
three-day-old road kill smell 
like a bouquet of freshly 
picked roses. Or a dirty dia-
per seem like perfume.

Yes, there will be farts.
There will be farts pro-

duced by the consumption 
of spicy foods or a night of 
drinking beer. There will be 
farts created by beans, pick-
led eggs or chili. There will 

be farts that actually may 
not even be farts.

And they will share them. 
Just as they do at hunt 
camp. 

Don’t think it’s just my 
problem, either. They will 
call you too. 

The power will go to their 
heads. They will be giddy 
with excitement – just like 
they were when they first 
discovered that you could 
set up a trail camera in the 
outhouse. 

It will be mayhem.

Does this outweigh the 
good that can come from 
this new technology?

Frankly, yes it does.
Believe me. I know of 

what I speak. I’ve been 
there.

Needless to say, the sci-
entific community will not 
heed my dire warnings. 
They will ignore me, just 
like the last time when I 
asked them to halt produc-
tion of the Karaoke machine 
– and just look how that 
turned out.

The only hope for me and 
mankind in general is if 
someone creates an app that 
simulates the person on 
the receiving end of the call 
having a bad cold. Hope-
fully, they’ll make it so your 
phone goes into that mode 
before my buddies call. 

With the “bad cold” app 
operational, and a good 
wind or fan blowing, you’d 
stand a chance. I wouldn’t 
bet much on it but it would 
be better than bearing the 
full brunt of a call. 

But that would probably 
not be enough. So let’s all do 
the right thing and start a 
petition to ban this technol-
ogy.

Remember, they’re 
smart phones – but in the 
wrong hands, they’re also 
fart phones. And, if some 
ill meaning person got on 
a conference call with one 
of these things, they might 
even prove to be weapons of 
ass destruction.

Trust me. We don’t want 
that.

GALEA: Some  technology should be shelved because of the damage it would cause to society
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Registration filled up fast for 
popular Trigator Triathlon, offered 
up for its fifth year at the WMC

WHITNEY NEILSON

It takes a special kind 
of event to encourage chil-
dren out of bed at 8:30 on a 
Saturday morning, to exer-
cise, no less.

The fifth annual Trigator 
Triathlon was a resounding 
success with more than 750 
children aged 3 to 14 par-
ticipating in the swimming, 
biking, and running race 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre in Elmira.

Vicki Gohl, one of the 
event organizers, said it was 
their biggest event to date 
and she’s yet to hear of a 
larger one in Canada.

“This year we sold out in 
less than an hour, which is 
really unheard of for a kids’ 
race,” said Gohl. “Then 
we had 200 people on the 
waiting list. So you’ve got 
1,000 kids that are on their 
computer ready to sign up 
in less than an hour.”

The first year there were 
about 175 participants. Gohl 
attributes the race’s growth 
to its low cost, inclusive-
ness, and focus on being 
non-competitive. They also 
donate all of the money 
raised to Canadian Tire’s 
JumpStart program, which 
helps kids with the cost 
of getting involved with 
sports. 

“Most times when you 
do a race someone or some 
company is making mon-
ey,” said Gohl. “Often times 
they might collect pledges 
but it’s only the pledges 
that go to charity. So with 
our race, it’s totally vol-
unteer-based and we give 
everything back to charity, 

which is pretty unique in 
the sporting world.”

To keep the event non-
competitive they list the 
results alphabetically by 
name, rather than by time. 
Everyone gets a medal, in-
stead of just the athletes in 
first, second, and third. And 
volunteers help the chil-
dren transitioning between 
sports by adjusting helmets, 
unfastening lifejackets, and 
tying their shoes.

They’ve had several kids 
with different special needs 
complete the race and they 
also sponsor kids from the 
community who wouldn’t 
be able to afford it. She 
said they strive to be as 
inclusive and positive 
as possible to encour-
age fitness at all stages 
of life.

“We had one little boy 
who just did not want to 
get in the water so we said 
that’s fine, start on the 
bike,” said Gohl. “We re-
ally try and accommodate 
people.”

As a mother of four, Gohl 
advocates for being fit for 
life. She says she worries 
about kids of the future, 
what with less playing out-
side and walking then used 
to be the norm. A triathlon 
gives kids the opportunity 
to try three different sports, 
without fully committing to 
one over another.

“I think right now in our 
society we seem to have a 
big emphasis on kids spe-
cializing in sport and be-
ing good at something at a 
very young age,” said Gohl. 
“And I think there often 
tends to be a burnout, or if 

they’ve been specializing 
in one sport they lose in-
terest in that sport. One of 
the things that I like about 
triathlon is that it’s three 
sports, so hopefully the 
burnout and the interest 
level stays.”

She also said they’re 
three sports you 

can eas-
ily do throughout your life. 

Other nearby 
kids triathlons 
include the ACES 
Kids’ Triathlon at 
the Wilmot Recre-
ation Complex 
on June 22 

and the 
Tri Kids Tri-

athlon at the Centre 
Wellington Community 
Sportsplex on August 17.

“I think it’s a good thing 

to give them a taste of it 
when they’re young and 
if they want to continue 
in the sport they can, or if 
they just want to be a run-
ner or a cyclist or a swim-

mer, that’s great too.”
She said a lot of the 

younger kids are really 
excited to cross the fin-
ish line, get their medal, 

and slurp on a freezee. 
Although, parents 

and kids alike com-
mented how they’d 

rather have hot 
chocolate this 
year, due to the 
weather. For the 
older kids, there’s 

a greater sense of 
accomplishment.

 “Lots of athletes 
are there year after 

year and they see im-
provement,” said Gohl. 

“[They say] ‘last time I had 
to stop five times on the 
run. This time I ran the 
whole way or this time my 
distance was longer, I was 
able to do six loops on the 
bike.’ They’re really proud 

An event that 
sees kids tri-ing 
their best

TRIATHLON | 16

James Gaasenbeek, Grace Nethery, and Caleigh Broderick were 
some of the 750 kids who finished the fifth annual Trigator Triathlon 
in Elmira last weekend. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Blake Ellis (Centre) joined Waterloo Cycling Club members for the weekly Tuesday evening ride at the Erbsville Church.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

Rob Cowan’s drive in the playoff landed 
safely over a water hazard, leaving 
the Wellesley resident with a 140-yard 
approach from the fairway.  
[SUBMITTED]

Cyclists take to township roads again this weekend
Tour de Waterloo to make its first start in St. Jacobs, with riders fanning out across Woolwich and Wellesley

SCOTT BARBER

The fifth annual Tour 
de Waterloo spins through 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships on June 22 to 
raise money for the Grand 
River Hospital Regional 
Cancer Centre and KW 
Counselling Services. 

The cycling race features 
three routes to accom-
modate recreational and 
professional riders as well 
as para-cyclists.

“It is the first year that 
we are in the downtown 
core of St. Jacobs,” ex-
plained organizer Blake El-
lis. “The last four years we 
were up in the David John-
ston Technology Park at 
the University of Waterloo. 
We moved it to the down-
town village because it has 
that quaint atmosphere 
and the tourism draw.”

The community has 
been happy to oblige, Ellis 
said.

“We’ve had full support 
from the Shantzs in St. 
Jacobs and the whole busi-
ness community has been 
behind us. So it was a really 
good fit for all parties.”

Each race starts and fin-
ishes in front of the Stone 
Crock restaurant on King 
Street. 

The 133-kilometre main 
event heads northwest 
through Wallenstein and 

around Conestogo Lake, 
followed by a long stretch 
across County Road 121. 
Next, riders turn left onto 
Line 61, right onto Town-
ship Road 20 and left on 
Deborah Glaister Line, 
before wrapping around 
the Village of Wellesley and 
travelling east on Weimer 
and Lobsinger Lines. The 
homestretch includes 
stints on Three Bridges 
Road and Henry Street, 

with a final sprint along 
King Street. 

The middle race heads 
in the same direction, how-
ever riders will turn left on 
Herrgott Road instead of 
right, cutting the Cones-
togo Lake portion from the 
course, and shortening the 
distance to 76 kilometres. 

Finally, the 46-kilome-
tre route also heads to 
the northwest, stretching 
from Hemlock Hill Drive 

in the north, Greenwood 
Hill Road to the west and 
Weimer Line at its south-
ern most. 

The event has raised 
nearly $100,000 for its 
charitable partners over 
the last four years. 

“We have over 20 spon-
sors and they cover the 
operational costs and the 
registration fees go towards 
the two charities,” Ellis 
said.

There is also $7,000 in 
cash prizes for racers, who 
will need to be on their 
game to make the po-
dium on the 133-kilometre 
course. 

 “It is a pretty demanding 
route,” Ellis said. “There is 
approximately 5,000 feet of 
climbing in total. There are 
definitely some breaking 
points, some select points 
where the best riders can 
break away from the pack.”

Glen Allan, the Hawkes-
ville Hill and the stretch 
along the Nithburg will 
likely separate the elite cy-
clists, Ellis said. 

“It’ll probably be a small 
group of five to 10 guys 
who finish together in the 
lead group.” 

Ellis knows the course 
firsthand, riding in Wool-
wich and Wellesley each 
week with the Waterloo 
Cycling Club. 

“I rode the route last 
weekend with (KW Classic 
winner) Gaelen Merritt and 
he said ‘you haven’t missed 
one rolling hill in the Wa-
terloo Region. It’s a hard 
route.’”

Merritt should be consid-
ered one of the favourites, 
along with 2012 Canadian 
National Road Race cham-
pion and Kitchener native 
Ryan Roth. 

In the para-cycling race, 
former Para-Olympian 
Mark Ledo figures to show 
well after dominating last 
year with an average speed 
over 36 kilometres an hour. 

“It’s awesome to watch 
him hand-cycle,” Ellis said. 
“It’s a thing of beauty.”

The races start between 
8:30-9:05. Riders can reg-
ister on June 21 from 1-5 
p.m. at the St. Jacobs Mill 
Building, 1441 King St. or 
from 7-8:15 a.m. at the race 
venue on June 22.

lay it back so you don’t go 
in it,” Cowan said. “I went 
over, and (Beneteau) laid it 
short, leaving a lot longer 
shot in, so he kind of miss 
hit it a bit and he was in 
trouble.”

Stuck under a branch, 
Beneteau chunked his 
third shot, finding a green-
side bunker. 

“I just knocked it on from 
where I was and ended up 
just having to two-putt to 
win,” Cowan said. 

The Kitchener native 
qualified for the event by 
winning the Westmount 
Golf and Country Club 
championship last sum-
mer, his 14th victory since 
1996 and ninth in a row. 

Having joined the club at 
11 years of age, Cowan says 
he has played Westmount 
thousands of times, and 
has “hit it everywhere and 
been everywhere on that 
golf course.”

He started playing early 
and had the advantage of 
learning from his father, 
Canadian Golf Hall of 
Famer and two-time U.S 
Amateur champion Gary 

Cowan. 
Despite earning a golf 

scholarship to Indiana 
University, Cowan, now 
49, says he didn’t begin to 
excel at the sport until he 
turned 30.

“I was okay as a kid, but 
coming up with the Cowan 
name, the expectations 
were there. The progres-
sion was late.”

Now, Cowan has five 
GAO wins: 2010 Champion 
of Champions title, 2002 
Ontario Match Play Cham-
pionships, 2008 Ontario 
Mid Master (for golfers over 
40), Ontario Better Ball. 

He’ll look to add more 
hardware to his trophy 
shelf this weekend at the 
Ontario Mid-Amateur 
Championship at Taboo 
in Muskoka, followed by 
the club tournament at 
Westmount and finally the 
Canadian mid-am at the 
Barrie Country Club in Sep-
tember. 

It won’t be easy though, 
as Cowan saw firsthand 
with a practice round at 
Taboo earlier this month.

“It’s going to be interest-
ing. The wind blew when 

we were there and we said 
there are going to be guys 
shooting humungous 
numbers on some 
holes.”

The key 
will be driv- ing the 
ball straight in order to 
avoid the danger 
lurking on just about every 
hole.

“The same core of eight 
to 12 guys who play con-
sistently will be the same 
top 10-15 up there because 
they’ll hit it in the fairway 
and they’ll knock it on the 
greens without getting into 
too much of the trouble 
that is not too far off the 
fairways.” 

Next year, he’ll have a 
great opportunity to repeat 
at the Champion of Cham-
pions event as it is set to 
take place on home field at 
Westmount in June 2015.

GOLFER: This championship is just the latest addition to his growing trophy shelf
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BIKE SAFETY: 
Making roads 
more friendly

patches for upcoming 
races.

“We believe that these cy-
cling events promote every-
thing that’s just been talked 
about in terms of cycling; 
infrastructure, sustainabil-
ity, healthy communities,” 
said Steven. 

Jamie Kent from Grand 
Experiences provided bi-
cycles for the ride on Mon-
day. He said they’re looking 
at developing more ways 
to bring tourists to the area 
for hiking, biking, and pad-
dling. About 80 per cent of 
their customers are from 
the GTA, while 20 per cent 
are Americans and Europe-
ans looking for packaged 
experiences.

“That’s what we’re look-
ing to bring to the area, 
multi-day adventures,” said 
Kent. “People come looking 
to do hiking, biking, shop-
ping, stay at the accommo-
dations. That’s what we’re 
trying to do as an economic 
generator for the region.”

FROM | 13
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of themselves and that 
shows when they cross the 
finish line.”

The race is completely 
volunteer-run and their 
yellow shirts were visible 
throughout the race cheer-
ing and waving noisemak-
ers to encourage the kids 
to keep going, even when 
they were ready to call it 
quits.

“That’s what brings tears 
to our eyes,” said Gohl. “We 
have several of our kids the 
next day, they’ll wear their 
t-shirts and their medals to 
school, just beaming with 
pride. So that kind of says 
it all for us.”

TRIATHLON: Inclusive event promotes participation over competition, celebrating all accomplishments
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PARK MANOR ATHLETES SHOW THEIR METTLE IN REGIONAL COMPETITION

Elmira’s Park Manor Public School track and field team cleaned up at their meet at Wilfrid Laurier University on June 16. Notably, the 11-year-old girls, 12-year-old girls, and 11-year-old boys relay teams dominated, coming in first, while the 12-year-old boys relay team placed in 
second. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

As with a regular triathlon, the kids’ version featured swimming, biking and running. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

WASTE NOT / ECONOMICS OF GARBAGE

Seeing
gr¢¢n in 
recycling

Many people have 
opinions about what de-
veloping countries need 
to prosper in food pro-
duction. Some insist on 
more local autonomy for 
farmers, and less Western 
influence. After all, people 
in what are now consid-
ered developing countries 
survived for thousands of 
years before the West of-
fered its wisdom, they say. 
According to this line of 
thinking, we should turn 
back the clock, let devel-
oping countries rediscover 
and re-implement tradi-
tional ways, and things 
will work out.

That approach is not lim-
ited to developing coun-
tries. Anywhere there’s a 
local food movement, par-
ticipants are likewise wag-
ing their bets on the belief 
that traditional is better. 
I think what they mean is 
that fresh is better. And 
traditionally, fresh meant 
local. It’s one of many 
good reasons to support 
local farmers and farming 
initiatives, such as the Lo-
cal Food Fest this Sunday 
at Ignatius College, on the 
outskirts of Guelph.

At home or abroad, the 
University of Guelph has a 
tradition of food produc-

Partners 
and tech 
key to 
helping 
feed the 
world

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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New study says more jobs, economic benefits would flow from diverting more waste from landfill sites

DIVERSION | 24

STEVE KANNON

Keeping waste out of 
our landfills is good not 
just for the environment, 
but for the economy.  For 
every 1,000 tonnes of waste 
diverted, two jobs are sup-
ported, according to a new 
study by the Conference 
Board of Canada.

Less than a quarter of the 
garbage produced in On-
tario is currently diverted 
from disposal sites through 
practices such as recycling, 
composting, and reusing 
waste material. Boosting 
Ontario’s diversion rate 
to 60 per cent would add 
13,000 jobs and contribute 
another $1.5 billion to GDP.

The report estimates 
that diverting significantly 
more waste would increase 
employment and economic 
activity in the province, 
while reducing Ontario’s 
dependency on U.S. land-
fills in Michigan and New 
York State. 

While 47 per cent of resi-
dential waste was diverted, 
only 11 per cent of non-res-
idential waste – produced 
by the industrial, com-
mercial, and institutional 
sector – avoided disposal. 
Non-residential waste 
accounted for nearly two-
thirds of the total amount 
sent for disposal.

In Waterloo Region, 
52 per cent of residential 
waste was diverted in 2013. 
On the commercial and 
industrial side, only a frac-
tion of that number was 
reached, as such business-
es are responsible for their 
own pickup and disposal, 
unlike residential collec-
tion that’s governed by the 
regional government.

With no control over 
commercial waste – some 
of which is hauled else-
where – the region is 
focused on boosting the 
residential diversion rate. 
The blue box program in 
place for 30 years captures 

about 80 per cent of appli-
cable recyclables (recently 
expanded) , but the green 
bin program introduced 
in 2010 currently captures 
just 20 per cent of suitable 
organic material.

The low participation 
rate with the green bin 
comes at a cost, as the re-
gion signed on to a process-
ing contract with a Guelph 
facility at a price of more 
than $2.3 million annually. 
That set rate was based 
on an assumption 20,000 
tonnes of organics would 
be collected. Instead, the 
total is half that amount, 
which would have cost $1.2 
million a year to process if 
the region had gone with a 
Hamilton bid. The shortfall 
comes out of taxpayers’ 
pockets.

The goal now is to col-
lect more of the estimated 
40,000 tonnes of organics 
still going to the curb each 
year.

“Our target is only half 

of that,” said Cari How-
ard, project manager in 
the Region of Waterloo’s 
waste management depart-
ment, of the attempt to 
keep organics out of the 
landfill site. “We’re trying 
to encourage people not to 
waste their food waste.”

As part of its new waste 
management master plan, 
expected to be finalized 
next year, the region is 
looking at ways to encour-
age more diversion. Op-
tions such as bag limits 
for garbage and bi-weekly 
collection of trash, with 
blue boxes and green bins 
picked up weekly, would 
encourage greater use of 
green bins, despite some 
initial reservations, she 
suggested.

As the Conference Board 
report notes, there are 
economic advantages to 
diversion, with what would 
otherwise simply be piled 
into the dump being put to 
better use. Food waste, for 

instance, can be processed 
and end up back on lo-
cal farms helping to bring 
along the next crop, said 
Howard.

“We see this waste as a 
resource. We know the ma-
terial is out there.”

According to Waste Di-
version Ontario, in 2012, 
a total of 927,351 tonnes of 
residential organic waste 
was reported collected in 
the province, a 5.3 per cent 
increase over the 2011 col-
lection quantity of 880,126 
tonnes. Based on current 
curb-side collection rates, 
if all 5,192,900 households 
in Ontario had access to 
curb-side collection of 
organic waste, another 
580,000 tonnes of organic 
material could be diverted 
from landfill, representing 
an increase of 12 percent-
age points in the province’s 
overall residential diver-
sion rate.  

▲�Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) (www.iihs.org). To qualify for 2014 TOP SAFETY PICK, a vehicle must earn good ratings in the moderate overlap front, side, roof strength and head restraint tests, plus a good or acceptable rating in the small overlap front test. *MSRP 
of $19,995 on 2014 Impreza 2.0i 4-door (EF1 BP). Lease rate of 0.5% for 39 months. Monthly payment is $198 with $2,643 down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is $11,808 with $3,211 due on signing. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,595), Air Tax 
($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($27.15), OMVIC Fee ($5), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2014 Impreza 2.0i Limited Package (EF1 LP) with an MSRP of $26,895. Dealers may sell 
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finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until June 30, 2014. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details.

2.0i2014

WELL EQUIPPED FROM

$21,921*

$2,643 DOWN* | 0.5% LEASE RATE*

LEASE PAYMENT  
FOR 39 MONTHS*

$198
▲

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON
Tel: (519) 894-2050 | www.geminimotors.com
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Blaine Martin
Moorefield 519-638-3322 martinstucco@gmail.com

Congratulations on your new facility!
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STRUCTURAL ENG INEERS & BU ILD ING CONSULTANTS GUELPH •  BARR IE

ON YOUR NE W  FACILIT Y
CONGRATULATIONS

After nearly 60 years 
of selling and servicing 
John Deere products, 
Premier Equipment is set 
to unveil its new flagship 
location on Church Street 
West in Elmira.  

Customers and John 
Deere enthusiasts are in-
vited to celebrate the grand 
opening of the state-of-the-
art facility on June 21 from 
9 a.m. till 3 p.m. There will 
be a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony, equipment dem-
onstrations and a display 
of some 50 old-fashioned, 
two-cylinder tractors. 

Guests will also get a 
tour of the complex, which 
includes a 57,000 square 
foot main building that 

New headquarters in 
sync with the times
Premier Equipment’s new Elmira flagship operation reflects 
changes in farming, environmental considerations

SCOTT BARBER

ON THE MOVE /YET ANOTHER EXPANSION

hosts sales and administra-
tive staff in glass offices on 
the first floor as well as re-
tail space and 7,200 square 
feet of showroom space. 

“We wanted to create a 
place where folks could 
come and have a really 
cool experience,” market-
ing manager Ryan Hicks 
explained. “There is a net-
work of (John Deere) deal-
ers, not so much a network 
in that they are business 
partners, but more like 
peer groups. You get paired 
up with other dealers in 
Canada that are similar to 
you, and a couple times 
a year you get together to 
compare notes on what 
are the things that we are 
doing that our customers 
like. It’s about sharing best 

practices. Some of the guys 
in that group in Western 
Canada had actually built 
new buildings recently as 
well, so we had the benefit 
of working with them to 
find out what they would 
have done differently if 
they had their time back.”

One goal was to make the 
space open and bright.

“We wanted to have lots 
of natural light in the place, 
obviously there are big 
windows that give a bright 
feel,” Hicks said. “With the 
sales staff, the thought was 
to use glass so the natural 
light comes through and at 
the same time, the people 
on the back row can see 
when customers come in 
and they can look up and 
say hi.”

The showroom floor was 
also a priority.

“We’ve got the roll-up 
door here to get the (equip-
ment) in, and it’s big 
enough that we can actu-
ally fit a combine in here, 
which is pretty cool,” Hicks 
said. 

Currently, the showroom 
features the newest John 
Deere models as well as 
some vintage pieces. The 
centerpiece is a John Deere 
3020 that was sold by the 
firm in 1967, when it was 
known as Elmira Farm 
Service. 

At the rear of the main 
building, collectors and 
John Deere fans will find a 
wide variety of toys, mod-
els and clothing, including 
a massive selection of hats. 

“Elmira has been known 
for years and years as the 
place to go if you want 
(John Deere) toys,” Hicks 
said. “We have access to 
stuff here that you can’t get 
anywhere else, some of the 
more collector type stuff.”

Employee well-being 
and safety was also taken 
into consideration in the 
design.

“One of the goals we 
had at this project was em-
ployee comfort and making 
sure they enjoy working 
here,” store manager Jer-
emy Snowe said. “In this 
store we have in-floor heat-
ing for the technicians, 
because the key to keeping 
a person warm is through 
their feet. There are semi-
transparent doors, natural 

light and clean air because 
employee satisfaction is big 
on our radar.”

The 25,200-sq.-ft. shop is 
a mechanic’s dream, with 
three overhead cranes, two 
48-foot garage doors, an 
integrated exhaust system 
and an oil distribution 
system capable of reaching 
every work station. 

“A lot of the technicians 
have their own bay, so they 
can just drive right out 
through the shop, whereas 
before you’d have to move 
stuff and it was a bit of work 
just to get one piece out of 
the back corner where now, 
it is free-flowing and effi-
cient,” Snowe said. 

PREMIER | 19



PREMIER EQUIPMENT GRAND OPENING | 19THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2014

GRAND OPENING
SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2014 | 9am-3pm

275 
Church Street West

Elmira, ON

NEW ELMIRA STORE

A celebration of old & new!

The facility addresses a 
number of environmental 
issues as well. 

“We aren’t on town water 
or sewage, we have our own 
weeping bed,” Snowe ex-
plained. “We wanted to be 
environmentally friendly 
so one of the things we’ve 
done is we capture our 
roof water to reuse in our 
wash facility and we re-
cycle our wash water and 
treat it and filter it then 
reuse it again. We have 
our own fire protection, 
so we have a 43,000-gal-
lon reservoir that supplies 

our sprinklers, and the fire 
department can use it on 
the exterior of the building, 
and that is topped up by 
our roof water. But as long 
as you don’t use it, it won’t 
have very much slippage. 
So we are really trying to 
conserve water and reuse 
it.”

The construction on 
the new building began 
on April 3, 2013, following 
several years of planning. 
The site is 14 acres, and in 
order to raise the property 
level to equal grade with 

PREMIER: Location demanded 
environmental enhancements
FROM | 18

PREMIER | 20 Merle Brubacher, Jeremy Snowe and Ryan Hicks are excited for customers and John Deere fans to see the new Premier Equipment headquarters. 
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Serving the area 
for over 48 years.

3 Colby Court, Waterloo ON • 519-884-0990 • www.kastlandzuch-plumbingandheating.com

CONGRATULATIONS

ON YOUR 
NEW FACILITY!
Kastl & Zuch is proud to have been 
involved on the installation of your

and the complete plumbing system.

Energy Efficient Radiant 
Infloor Heating system

Congratulations to
Premier Equipment
on your new facility

Connected.
Intelligently.
1.888.877.3329
www.wireq.ca
650 Rocher Rd.
Listowel, Ont. N4W 0B2
ECRA# 7008158

WireQ Services

Electrical

 Construction

 Maintenance
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 Data & Voice Cabling

 Fibre Optic

Security

 Access Control

 Alarm Installation &
 Monitoring

 Video Surveillance

Home Automation

 Lighting

 Energy & Climate

 Security & Video

the road approximately one 
metre of fill was brought in 
across the entire plot. 

Indeed, everything is 
bigger and more efficient 
at the new location, which 
reflects a trend in the agri-

cultural industry overall. 
“The old building was 

built in the 1970s for the 
farm equipment of that 
era,” Snowe said. “Farming 
has changed. Timelines 
are more critical, there is 
a lot of money on the line. 
It’s important for us to 

keep the customer going 
in the field. It’s important 
for us to keep it quick and 
easy for customers to come 
in and out with the right 
parts. One thing that has 
changed for John Deere is 
that there is more variety. 
When I first started here (in 
1996) we had four compact 
tractors, now we probably 
have 24. There aren’t any 
more farmers in the busi-
ness they’ve just gotten 
bigger and more efficient.”

High-end combines 
can run anywhere from 
$300,000-$500,000 now, 
and the technology in the 
equipment includes global 
positioning systems (GPS) 
that allow tractors to virtu-
ally drive themselves. 

While there have been 

PREMIER: Bigger, in keeping with the trend
FROM | 19
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7825 Springwater Road,  Aylmer ON   519.765.2244   1.800.265.7740   steelway.com

Since 1976, Steelway has been in the business of manufacturing the highest 
quality steel buildings across Canada and around the world. From arenas and 
entertainment venues to commercial and manufacturing facilities, Steelway has 
helped industrial, commercial, recreational, institutional and agricultural clients 
reach their full potential. 

CONGRATULATIONS Premier Equipment Ltd.! Steelway is proud to have 
partnered with Frey Building Contractors to supply structural steel and 
roof and wall cladding for your new Elmira location.

Pressure Systems
Septic Systems

Water Treatment
Backhoe Service

Mini Excavator Service
Post Holes Auger

6” - 30”

3090 Bricker School Line
R.R. #4 ELMIRA
ONTARIO  N3B 2Z3
(519) 664-2580

Premier
Equipment
on your new facility

MARTIN’S WATER SYSTEMS LTD.

Congrats to

from everyone at

DRYWALL | STEEL STUDS | ACCOUSTICAL CEILINGS

Kitchener | 519.743.3631

CONGRATULATIONS ON
THE COMPLETION OF
YOUR NEW FACILITY

CONGRATS ON YOUR
NEW FACILITY!

many changes in the 
industry, the company, 
which changed its name 
from Elmira Farm Service 
to Premier Equipment in 
2011 following the merger 
with AgraTurf Equipment 
Services, still holds true 
to its founding principles: 
hard work and respect for 
the customer.

The grand opening is 
meant to look ahead at the 
future of the business and the 
community as well as honour 
that company heritage.

It began in November of 
1954, when an Elmira-area 
farmer went out to pick up 
parts for his John Deere tractor. 

Emerson Brubacher 
made the trip over to Saud-

er’s Sales and Service in 
the north end of St. Jacobs, 
where he met the John 
Deere territory manager Al 
Jewson, who just happened 
to be working in the store’s 
parts department that day.

Upon learning that 
Sauder’s was interested in 
selling the parts business, 
an idea was sparked that 
Brubacher could take on 
the shop at his farm just 
west of Elmira.

Eventually, John Deere 
expanded its offer to in-
clude the entire operation, 
parts, sales and service, 
with the condition that the 
dealership be located on 
a major thoroughfare for 
easy access, as opposed to 
Brubacher’s farm.

In February 1955, an 

PREMIER: It all started with Emerson Brubacher’s meeting with a John Deere representative
FROM | 20
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Serving the area for over 50 years | 40 trucks offering you the best service

Congratulations
on your new facility!

519-291-45301100 Wallace N, Listowel, ON N4W 3H2

agreement for the dealer-
ship was struck, and with 
the subsequent purchase 
of a half-acre parcel of land 

on Line 86 just northwest 
of Elmira, construction got 
underway. From the begin-
ning, it was a family affair.

“We lived right next 
door,” Emerson’s son and 
current parts manager 
Leon explained. “I spent all 

my time over there as a kid 
after school. I’d sweep and 
clean up and one job was 
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519-625-8332
4009 Perth Road 107, Shakespeare

weitzelpumps@bellnet.ca

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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• We service all jet & submersible pumps

• Water softeners • Iron Filters • UV Systems
• Rentals and Leasing Options

• Plumbing • Residential/Commercial

SERVING PURE WATER IS OUR BUSINESS

CONGRATULATIONS
Premier Equipment
on your new facility!

Electrical Construction & Maintenance
ddelect.com

Specializing in Solar and HV Pole Line Construction

Serving the community for over 35 years

Proud to be part of this 
new facility that will help

continue servicing the 
local community for 

years to come.

Premier Equipment

Congratulations!
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Congratulations to

Premier Equipment
We are proud to be part of building

your New Headquarters, Store &
Service Facilities in Elmira.

www.richmondheatingandair.com

1-2633 Hergott Rd.,
St Clements
519-699-1118

Visit ourWebsite!

Visit ourWebsite!

CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOUR NEW FACILITY!

CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOUR NEW FACILITY!

St. Jacobs, ON
519.699.4619
St. Jacobs, ON
519.699.4619

admin@crosscountryconcrete.ca

Supply of ready mix concrete
Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Agricultural

Congratulations on
the opening of your
new facility!

1011 Industrial Crescent, Unit 1
St. Clements, Ontario  N0B 2M0
Tel: 519-699-5775
Fax: 519-699-4664
www.cmtinc.net

CMT Engineering Inc. offers:
 • Geotechnical Engineering
 • Drilling Services
 • Septic System Designs
 • Manure Storage Investigations
 • Soil and Concrete Testing
 • Construction Inspection and Testing
 • Laboratory Materials Testing
 • Structural Steel Inspections

putting nuts and bolts to-
gether that we sold as sets. 
That was a time saver to 
have those preassembled.”

Another Brubacher boy, 
Merle, also got involved in 
the parts department from 
an early age. 

“I’ve been with Merle 
at John Deere expos and 
he is like a rock star when 
we walk down the aisles 
because folks have known 

him for years,” Hicks 
said about Merle, who 
continues to work in the 
parts department and is a 
member of the company’s 
ownership group. “He’s 
an encyclopedia of John 
Deere stuff.” 

When asked about what 
it was like working with 
his father, Leon said it was 
always smooth, thanks to 
Emerson’s “easy going” 
disposition. 

Emerson Brubacher 

passed away in 2009, and 
is remembered fondly as 
the kind of man who would 
accept horses or summer 
sausage in trade for farm 
equipment during the early 
days. 

Now, the head office is 
staffed by 60 employees, 
including Merle and Leon 
Brubacher. Other locations 
are located in Alliston, Ayr, 
Courtland, Listowel, Mt. 
Forest, Simcoe, Smithville 
and Tavistock. 

PREMIER: Family has a strong link with company
FROM | 21

CONCRETE INC

Foundations & Finished Floors

Motivated by great relationships and 
a passion for excellence Countryside 
Concrete provides complete concrete 
construction for all types of buildings 
in the Agriculture, Commercial and 
Custom Home industries.

Congratulations
PREMIER 
EQUIPMENT
on your new facility

Countryside Services:
 • Foundation Footers & Walls
 • Finished Floors & Flatwork
 • Sidewalks & Driveways
 • Agricultural, Commercial and 

Industrial specialties, such as 
bunker silos, loading docks, etc.

A CONCRETE VISION FOR A FIRM FUTURE

www.countrysideconcrete.ca 519.594.0125
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tion development, and of 
connecting with people 
provincially, nationally and 
internationally who need 
sound, research-based help 
with their food systems.

At home, the highly 
productive research agree-
ment with the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food and the Ministry 
of Rural Affairs addresses 
provincial needs for food 
quality, food safety and en-
vironmental sustainability, 
among other necessities.

Abroad, East Africa has 
been identified as a region 
where help is needed, 
where the population is 
booming and food systems 
have not kept pace. It’s also 

where Guelph has a pres-
ence. Its East Africa Initia-
tive connects university 
researchers with stakehold-
ers in countries such as 
Tanzania.

A five-person govern-
ment and academic delega-
tion from Tanzania visited 
Guelph recently. Among 
the group were four vice-
chancellors from agricul-
tural institutions in the 
country, and the minister 
of education and vocation-
al training.

Time fell away as a 
10-minute meeting we’d 
arranged grew to consume 
nearly an hour, as a result 
of me putting just one 
question to them: How can 
University of Guelph re-

searchers help you address 
food needs in Tanzania 
and perhaps elsewhere in 
Africa?

Overwhelmingly, part-
nerships and technology 
was the answer – technol-
ogy that will help Africans 
help themselves, and face 
challenges such as drought, 
natural disaster, marketing 
and competition.

“As a country, we need 
development and support,” 
said Prof. Gerald Monela, 
vice-chancellor of the 
Sokoine University of Agri-
culture. “The critical thing 
for us is the challenge to 
agriculture to increase pro-
ductivity, to develop agri-

business so we can process 
our own products. This will 
create jobs, as people be-
come entrepreneurs.”

Indeed, Tanzania is hav-
ing a tough time. Food 
insecurity there is a real 
problem. Prof. Idris Kikula, 
vice-chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Dodoma, says 
the country has faced a 
massive maize failure for 
four consecutive years. Its 
cassava and banana crops 
are suffering badly. He 
wonders if climate change 
is to blame.

And like Canada, Tan-
zania has a variety of 
agricultural zones. Crops 
need tailored approaches 

to increase productivity. 
Realistically, technology 
to increase production 
must be affordable and 
flexible.

Many in the industry are 
looking toward something 
called precision agriculture 
as part of the solution. 
Precision farming involves 
satellite technology and re-
mote field-level sensors, to 
help farmers know the pre-
cise location and amount 
of inputs such as fertilizer, 
crop protection and irriga-
tion are needed. 

It used to be a futuristic 
concept. But now, with 
technology becoming so 
much more accessible, it’s 

everywhere. With some ef-
fort to coordinate the many 
information systems capa-
ble of supporting precision 
agriculture, and advances 
in sensor technology such 
as those which have been 
developed at the University 
of Guelph, it will be broadly 
available. 

Precision agriculture is a 
clear example of how tech-
nology can benefit coun-
tries such as Tanzania, 
and at the same time, how 
farmers there can manage 
their own resources. And 
partnerships with institu-
tions such as the University 
of Guelph will help make it 
happen.

ROBERTS: Greater use of technology seen as key to agriculture woes plaguing East Africa
FROM |17
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The Ontario government 
has a stated goal of divert-
ing 60 per cent of the waste 
collected in the province 
into recycling, reuse and 
composting.

That’s in keeping with 
the target recommended 

in the Conference Board 
report. Studies suggest that 
increasing waste diversion 
from its current 23 per cent 
to 60 per cent would – once 
the 60 per cent-rate is 
reached (and maintained) – 
support the equivalent of an 
additional 12,700 direct and 
indirect full-time jobs, and 

add $1.5 billion to provincial 
gross domestic product. 

“Diversion is an increas-
ingly important aspect of 
solid waste management. 
Increasing diversion sup-
ports a significant num-
ber of jobs and economic 
growth. Furthermore, 
diversion would support 

DIVERSION: An opportunity perhaps best not to waste

FROM | 17

Increasing the amount of waste diverted from dumps could create 13,000 jobs and generate $1.5 billion, says a new study.

new jobs in Ontario in-
stead of exporting them to 
U.S. states,” Vijay Gill, the 
board’s director of policy 
research and co-author of 
the report, said in releasing 
the study. “Waste diversion 
also has the obvious ben-
efits of preserving much-
needed landfill capacity.”
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

It’s an international language
Our World Festival of Music joins bevy of events in K-W this weekend to help us welcome the summer solstice

STEVE KANNON

Soccer is a global 
common denominator, 
as events in Brazil surely 
prove. Music is another 
passion that cuts across 
international boundaries, 
as can be seen at Saturday’s 
ninth iteration of the Our 
World Festival of Music in 
Kitchener.

Usually held earlier in 
June, part of the city’s an-
nual TAPESTRY Celebra-
tions of Diversity, this time 
around Our World joins 
celebrations marking the 
solstice. Both Kitchener and 
Waterloo, along with their 
respective BIAs, are offering 
up the first Summer Lights 
Festival. The goal is a fes-
tive outdoor vibe marking 
the start of summer.

The weekend also offers 
up K-W Multicultural Festi-
val, running June 21 and 22 
in Kitchener’s Victoria Park, 
a popular event for more 
than 40 years.

As always, the Our World 
Festival of Music is a free, 
family friendly event at 
the civic square in front of 
Kitchener city hall. Along 
with concerts at 8, 9 and 
10 p.m. on Saturday, the 
evening rolls into the next 
morning with a midnight 
screening of the Night of 
The Living Dead accompa-
nied by live soundtrack per-
formed by VOC Silent Film 
Harmonic.

“Our World has evolved. 
A number of arts groups 
have come together ... with 
the Summer Lights Festival 
to make it a really exciting 
night out,” said artistic di-
rector Lawrence McNaught. 
“It should be a fun night.”

From later hours at the 

Kitchener-Waterloo Art Gal-
lery to events on the square 
in Uptown Waterloo, there’s 
a coordinated effort to mark 
the solstice.

At Our World, that means 
music.

Things get rolling at 8 
p.m. with a performance by 
Chasaya Sichilima, who be-
gan singing as a young boy 
in his native Zambia. While 
studying computer science 
at the University of Salford 
in Manchester, England, 
he re-discovered his love 
of music and played fre-
quently. It was in England 
that he met his wife. The 
couple moved to Kitchener 
in 2010, where his wife is a 
pediatrician. 

He’s credited with in-
troducing Zambian music 
to Canada at the 2003 Af-
rofest. Since then he has 
performed locally, includ-
ing The Registry Theatre, 
Black History Month Cel-
ebrations, Castle Kilbride 
in Baden, and the recent 
Dream for Uganda Evening 

of African Music and Dance.
“He’s got a poppy sound, 

and soulful stuff that’ll be 
fun,” said McNaught.

Next up at 9 p.m. are the 
Steel City Rovers, a new 
Celtic-world ensemble. 
They clearly have a great 
time performing, and the 
dynamic is infectious, he 
said.

Anchored by veteran 
Celtic multi-instrumental-
ist Mark Fletcher (Shaggy 
Haggis, Rant Maggie Rant), 
the band bursts with en-
ergy, the veteran perhaps 
charged up by the young 

players he’s surrounded 
himself with: front man 
Ryan McKenna, brother 
Joel McKenna on backup 
vocals and rhythm guitar, 
fiddler and vocalist Dave 
Neigh, and ferocious drum-
mer Jess Gold.

“They’ve got the Celtic 
roots, but it’s rocky as well,” 
explained McNaught of the 
fusion. “It’ll be really inter-
esting to see how far they’ll 
go with that sound.”

Wrapping up the concert 
portion of the evening at 10 
p.m. will be Alysha Brilla & 
Her Band.

The critically acclaimed 
Tanzanian-Canadian artist 
is known for her delightful 
mix of jazz, world and pop 
music. Now based in K-W, 
Brilla was a 2014 JUNO 
Award nominee for her al-
bum In My Head.

The 2012 Arts Awards 
Waterloo Region Leading 
Edge winner has performed 
at The Montreal Jazz Fes-
tival, The Mariposa Folk 
Festival, and last year’s Our 
World fest. She was such a 
hit, organizers were eager 
to welcome her back to 
headline Our World 2014, 

The Steel City Rovers (top), Alysha Brilla and Chasaya Sichilima will perform Saturday night in Kitchener during the Our World Festival of 
Music, being held in conjunction with the Summer Lights Festival. [SUBMITTED]

said McNaught.
“She’s very enthusiastic. 

The music is very upbeat – 
the sort of thing you’d like 
for an open air event.”

Outdoors is the operative 
word for all of the week-
end’s events, so organizers 
have their fingers crossed 
for the kind of weather that 
will encourage people to 
get out and mill around.

For Our World, the back-
up plan involves moving 
things inside the rotunda at 
the city hall. That includes 
the evening’s finale, the 
screening of Night of The 
Living Dead

The VOC Silent Film 
Harmonic is a group of 
accomplished Kitchener-
Waterloo musicians, dedi-
cated to performing along 
with classic silent movies. 
Most silent film music 
was supplied by pianists, 
or small ensembles that 
worked from classical 
themes or from cue sheets 
of generic music that 
served as the basis for cre-
ating the soundtrack. This 
improvisational approach, 
responding to the film, is 
the tradition that the VOC 
pursues. 

This version of Night of 
The Living Dead features 
titles rather than sound 
– The living dead ate the 
soundtrack – with the VOC 
putting its mark on the 
original zombie classic 
from George Romero that 
started it all. Bring your 
blankets, chairs and appe-
tite for human flesh.

More information about 
the weekend’s activities can 
be found online at www.
tapestrycelebrations.ca and 
www.summerlightsfestival.
com.

SUN.  June 22

Rural Appetite

THE
OBSERVER
PRESENTS...

FREE CONCERT
IN GORE PARK
FROM 7PM-9PM
BRING LAWNCHAIRS

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT ALL SUMMER LONG!
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
THURSDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CONTINUED 
ON PG. 31

FOR OPTIMUM 
ADVERTISING 

RESULTS...
THE OBSERVER.

HELP WANTED

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM IS UPDATED EVERY FRIDAY BY NOON.

CALLING ALL 
SKATEBOARDERS!

Skate Elmira will be hosting a Skate Park Design Workshop to allow 
all interested youth in the community an opportunity to provide us 

with input on what you want to see for the Skateboard and BMX Park, 
to be built in Bristow Park in Elmira.

The workshop will take place on  

Wednesday June 25th  
7:00pm 

Township Administration Building, Council Chambers  
24 Church St W, Elmira.

For information on the evening, please contact Ruby at 519-669-5459

Please come out and help us design your Skate and BMX Park!

www.skateelmira.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
The Chemtura Public Advisory Committee (CPAC)

Meeting will be held
Thursday, June 26, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

in Council Chambers: 24 Church Street West, Elmira

PUBLIC NOTICE

K & K LIQUIDATION AND AUCTION LTD.

PLEASE FORWARD RESUMES TO 
k-kliquidation@bellnet.ca or 519-656-0880

K&K Liquidation in Wellesley is looking for 
a young energetic individual to fill a perma-
nent part time position that involves the 
unpacking and pricing of merchandise.  
Lifting is involved. The successful applicant 
must be available to work daytime hours 
Tuesday through Saturday. Cash experi-
ence is a definite asset.

Help Wanted
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

HELP WANTED

GENERAL LABOURER 
REQUIRED for summer and 
fall to help with the produc-
tion of light-gauge metal 
flashing and other fabricated 
steel products. Contact 519-
638-2746, sales@macoenter-
prises.ca or apply in person 
at Maco Enterprises Inc., 7806 
Sixth Line, Drayton.

HELP NEEDED ON Elmira area 
livestock farm. Occasional 
haying, must be physical fit. 
Leave message. 519-669-
2328.

HELP REQUIRED FOR summer 
and fall to help with the pro-
duction of light-gauge metal 
flashing and other fabricated 
steel products. Call 519-638-
2746 or apply in person at 
Maco Enterprises Inc., 7806 
Sixth Line, Drayton.

HELP WANTED - 11 p.m. to 7 
a.m. shift at Dehy Plant in St. 
Clements. Will accept stu-
dents and retired resumes. 
Operating equipment is an 
asset. Resume: fax 519-699-
4469; cell 519-577-2889 or 
519-575-8441.

LOCAL FURNITURE COMPANY 
has an immediate opening 
for a Truck Driver. The suc-
cessful candidate must: 
Possess a valid G license, 
provide a clean driver’s 
abstract, ability to lift heavy 
furniture, bondable, must 
be customer oriented. Also 
seeking shop labourers. 
Reply by fax to 519-669-1840.

FULL TIME POSITIONS with 
local feed company. Above 
average wages. DZ driver 
and production hand posi-
tions. Apply with resume by 
fax 519-662-4334, or email: 
rob@feedmatch.com

CHILD CARE

MUSIC AND ART Camp: Please 
register early. We include 
private and group music 
lessons every day. Hours: 
open - 7:45 a.m./close/ - 5:30 
p.m. Daily arts and crafts, 
sports and outdoor activities. 
Dates Available: July 7 11, July 
21 - 25, Aug. 5-8, Aug. 25-29. 
Teachers on site: ECE’s and 
Music Instructors. Call 226-
750-6265 to request an info 
package.

FOR SALE

3 BEDROOM BUNGALOW on 
1.26 acres wooded lot near 
Drayton. Mostly hardwood 
floors, builtin appliances, 
own well and septic. Beauti-
ful landscape, on paved rd, 
Natural gas, double garage, 
20 X 30 shed at rear with 
access. 519-638-2367.

AUCTIONS

SAT. JUNE 21 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
snowmobile; lawn and 
garden equipment; wood 
working equipment and 
tools; horse drawn wagons 
and cutters; furniture; 
antiques; collectables; and 
miscellaneous items to be 
held at 1087 West River 
Road Cambridge (south end 
of Cambridge) for Harry 
Bergsma. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555. www.Jantzi-
auctions.com

WED. JUNE 25 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of fur-
niture; antiques; household 
effects; tools; and miscella-
neous items to be held at the 
St. Jacob’s community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Waterloo 
estate with additions. Jatnzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.Jantziauctions.com

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

NEW IDEA 403, 4 bar hay 
rake. Good condition. $600 
o.b.o. Call 519-846-9454.

WANTED

SHARED ACCOMMODATIONS 
WANTED Oct. to May. Non 
smoking young senior lady. 
Please call 226-220-2475 or email: 
floridagrandma1947@gmail.com

RENTALS

36 MEMORIAL AVE. 2 BR. July 1st. 
Excellent for seniors, no pets. 
Non smoker. BBQ for tenants, 
Coin laundry. Only $850 + utili-
ties and $25 for parking. Please 
call 519-744-3711.

EXTENSIVELY RENOVATED 
UPSCALE apartment suites 
available for lease located in a 
quiet mature area of Elmira at 
3 Erb Street. Six suites - four 2 
bedroom suites at 950 square 
feet plus and two 1 bedroom 
suites at 500 square feet plus 
available to move in Septem-
ber 1st or earlier. Many suites 
have granite countertops in 
kitchen and bath but all have 
in suite full sized washer 
dryer, stainless kitchen 
appliances including stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, and 
microwave, controlled entry 
system, fire alarm system, air 
conditioning etc, all occupant 
controlled. Large storage 
lockers located in basement 
included in lease. To obtain a 
lease application, please visit 
during our open house on 
Saturday, June 21st or Sunday, 
June 22nd from 11:00 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. both days, visit our 
web site dukeoferb.ca or call  
289-242-1736 or 519-291-0944. 

SPACIOUS ROOM FOR rent in 
Elmira. Shared bathroom/
kitchen. Non smoker/drinker, 
no pets. Christian female 
only. $500/mth. 519-807-1099.
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PLACE AN  
AD TODAY!
T. 519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com
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MAKE YOUR OWN 
HEADLINES IN THE 

COMMUNITY.
THE OBSERVER FAMILY 

ALBUM IS HERE TO SHARE 
YOUR FAMILY NEWS.

CELEBRATE 
FAMILY IN THE 

OBSERVER

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAMILY ALBUM

WEDDING NOTICE STAG & DOE

OBITUARYBIRTHDAY

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Wellesley 
will hold a Public Meeting on the 8th day of July, 2014 at 6:45 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers located at 4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill, Ontario, for the 
purpose of receiving comments with respect to a Zoning By-law amendment 
application (Z02-14) to amend Zoning By-law 28/2006.

THE PROPOSAL:
The applicant, Ervin Albrecht, is requesting an amendment to the Zoning By-law to 
permit the keeping of two horses at 5209 Ament Line in Linwood, in the Settlement 
Residential Zone.    These horses would be for the primary means of transportation 
for the owner of this property.  The horses would be kept inside the existing 
detached building on the site, which the owner proposes to expand to accommo-
date the horses and buggy.  

The subject property is currently zoned “Settlement Residential (SR)”, which does 
not permit the keeping of livestock (horses).

KEY MAP

Additional information relating to the 
proposed application is available for 
inspection during regular business 
hours at the Municipal Of�ces of the 

Township of Wellesley.

Information requests may also be 
submitted to

Geoff VanderBaaren, Planner:
gvanderbaaren@wellesley.ca

4639 Lobsinger Line, 
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

PH: 519.699.3952 FX: 519.699.4540
Dated at the Township of Wellesley 

this 18th day of June, 2014

Public Notice
THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

i. If a person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting or 
make written submissions to the 
Township of Wellesley before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body is 
not entitled to appeal the decision of the 
Council of The Corporation of the 
Township of Wellesley to the Ontario 
Municipal Board.

ii. If a person or public body does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting, or 
make written submissions to the 
Township of Wellesley before the by-law 
is passed, the person or public body may 
not be added as a party to the hearing of 
an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, 
there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Any persons may attend the public 
 meeting and make written and/or verbal 
 representation either in support of or in 
  opposition to the proposed amendment.

Martin, Martha
Martha passed away peacefully and 
went to be with her Saviour and Lord, 
at the age of 97 years on Thursday, 
June 12, 2014 at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs. Born on July 19, 1916 in Elmira, 
Ontario, the second eldest daughter 
of Emmanuel and Lovina Martin. 
Survived and fondly remembered by 
her sisters Selina (Sally) Martin, Luella 
Martin, and Miriam (Derek) Parke, and 
seven nieces and nephews and their 
families. Predeceased by her parents, 
brothers Mahlon, Sydney, and Harvey, 
and sister Ermina (Mina) Ellis. The 
family wishes to thank the staff and 
nurses at Heritage House for their kind 
and loving care of Martha in her final 
days. Friends are invited to pay their re-
spects at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Elmira on Friday, June 20, 2014 from 
1–2 p.m. followed by a funeral service at 
2 p.m. in the funeral home chapel. The 
family invites you to join them for light 
refreshments after the service, followed 
by interment in Elmira Mennonite 
Cemetery. As expressions of sympathy, 
memorial donations may be made to 
Conestoga Bible Camp or Missionary 
Aviation Fellowship.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Congratulations

Great day in Niagara on the lake.

Whitney Gleeson  
& Mike Frey

Lions Hall, Elmira
8pm - 1am

Games, Raffles and Music

Saturday, June 21, 2014

Stag & Doe for

Tickets available at the door

RUGGLE, Robert William “Bob”
Bob Ruggle of Waterloo, formerly of 
Floradale suddenly at K-W Health Cen-
tre of Grand River Hospital on Tuesday 
June 17, 2014 at the age of 87.

Loving husband of Dorothy (nee Koch) 
of 60 years. Much loved father of Robert 
and his wife Lee-Anne Ruggle. Proud 
Papa of Andrew and Victoria. Sadly 
missed by his sister Louise Hoffer and 
by his sister-in-law Muriel Misch.  Bob 
will also be greatly missed by his nieces 
and nephews, Charles Hoffer, Luke and 
his wife Helene Hoffer, Amy and her 
husband Duane Freeman, Elizabeth 
and her husband Ron Leaist, Susan and 
her husband John Ross, Philip Weber 
and Mark and his wife Miriam Weber.

He will also be missed by his great-
nieces and great-nephews. 

Predeceased by his parents Edward and 
Emma (nee Reist) Ruggle, brothers-in-
law Eldon Hoffer, Roy Weber, Howard 
Snyder, Eric Misch and by his sisters-in-
law Shirley Weber and Mildred Snyder. 

Bob was the 4th generation proprietor 
of Ruggles General Store in Floradale 
until 2008. He was very active with the 
Robert Ruggle Funeral Home working 
as recently as this past Saturday.

Family and friends will be received at 
Robert Ruggle Funeral Home, 617 
King St. N., Waterloo on Friday June 
20, 2014 from 2-4 and 6-8 pm. The fu-
neral service celebrating Bob’s life will 
be held in the funeral home chapel on 
Saturday June 21, 2014 at 11 am with 
The Rev. Olaf Poulsen and The Rev. 
Mike Zenker officiating. Interment in 
Woodland Cemetery.

As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Heart and Stroke Foundation 
or the Canadian Diabetes Association 
would be appreciated by the family 
and may be arranged by contacting the 
funeral home at 519 888-7700. Tributes 
may be made online at: 

www.robertrugglefuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

AMOS, GRETA HARDY 
(WALL) | Passed away 
peacefully at the Twin 
Oaks Nursing Home in 
Maryhill, Ontario in the 
early morning of June 
12, 2014. She was born 
May 12, 1928.

BAER, MORGAN NYLE 
MORGAN | Passed away 
peacefully at Nithview 
Community in New 
Hamburg on June 16, 
2014 at the age of 93.

BAUMAN, BARBARA 
(WIDEMAN) | Of Wallen-
stein, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, June 15, 
2014 at Listowel Memorial 
Hospital, aged 88 years.

IRVIN, JOHN | At Caressant 
Care Nursing Home, Arthur 
on June 12, 2014. John 
Michael Irvin formerly of 
New Hamburg, in his 62nd 
year. Local relatives are his 
sister Diane Coulman and 
her husband Lee of Elmira.

Surprise Birthday  
Open House  

Gerry (Gerd) Hilgenberg

Date: Saturday, July 5th, 2014 
Time: Open House from 1 to 5 p.m.  

Location: Hawkesville Recreation Centre - 3521 
Broadway St., Hawkesville

Join us to Celebrate 
Gerry’s 75th Birthday!

GO AHEAD, MAKE THEIR DAY. PLACE AN AD IN OUR FAMILY ALBUM!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com
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www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
519-669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

GENERAL SERVICES

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-W: 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT, 8-6, SUN 12-5

BIKE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods

Hardtop 
and Travel 
Trailer 
Rentals

(519) 638-3075 (Phone)

(519) 505-3076 (Cell)

Email:info@riversiderentals.ca
www.riversiderentals.ca

7011 Wellington Rd. 11 RR#2
Drayton ON, N0G 1P0

• New & Existing Roofs
• Roof Repairs

• Cellulose Attic Insulation

519-778-7730
Toll Free: 1-800-668-4695 • Fax: 519-291-9789

and
Insulation

AT YOUR  
SERVICE.

We specialize in getting the word out. 
Advertise your business services in 

our directory. Weekly exposure  
with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics

Keep the

Summer Sun

OUT!
FREE

INSTALLATION
When you buy

2 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.letusflooryou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

LAWN MOWING 
PACKAGES
· weekly, biweekly services

FULL FLOWER BED MAINTENANCE
· weeding, pruning, dead heading, 

planting, flowerbed edging, mulch 
delivery & installation

TOP DRESSING & OVERSEEDING
· Triple Mix topsoil & sure start 

overseed grass seed

SNOW PLOWING & ICE CONTROL
· Trucks, Tractors, Skidsteer

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner
Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819

Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Just Gardens
Anita Soehner

226.476.2039
rozell_soehner@yahoo.ca

Complete Garden and
Lawn Maintenance

Clean Up | Mulch
Planting | Garden Design

Lawn Maintenance
All Your Gardening Needs

Cell | 519.504.5934

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$250.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other 
special offers or coupons.

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Frameless Showers & Railings

www.RobertBrown.com

 Table and shelf glass
 Ask for a quote… we install

www.RobertBrown.com

1411 King Street, St. Jacobs519-664-1435
info@robertbrown.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner | Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819
Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

ISA Arborculture Certified
Storm damaged

fallen trees/branches
Cutting/removal

Storm damaged
fallen trees/branches

Cutting/removal

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Stumping and 
Grinding

Stumping and 
Grinding

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning
Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning

T S D

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

Spring Landscape
Maintenance

519-669-4161Call for a FREE Quote

• Lawn Rolling            
• Fertilizer & Weed 

Control    
• Spring Clean Up                 
• Top Soil           
• River Rock                
• Fences & Decks
• Interlock              

• Aeration
• Dethatching
• Sod & Seeding
• Mulch
• Garden Creations
• Flagstone
• Retaining Walls            
• Concrete Work

Full Lawn Maintenance Programs

info@apmcontracting.ca
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at 46 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon., Tues. & Wed. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $338,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

www.homeswithpaul.ca

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Marcia
Thompson

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

CONSIDERING A MOVE? WE CAN HELP!

Call today and book a
NO-OBLIGATION

HOME EVALUATION.FREE

Breslau – Approx 2700sqft house located on 
3.15 acres. Enjoy sunsets from your bckyrd haven. 
Tree lined private drive. Complete w/main flr LR, 
FR w/wood fp, eat in kit & sep DR. Main flr bdrm 
w/kitchenette & 3pc ens. Side entrance ideal for 
home office/business. Master bdrm w/8ftx8ft 
walk in closet & 3pc ens. Fin'd basement 
featuring lg bar & location for wood stove. Bsmnt 
bath incl sauna, whirlpool. 648sqft unfinished 
bonus room above garage. TLC Required. MLS 
1414121. Call Alli or Paul direct.

BEAUTIFUL BACKYARD
$598,500$598,500

UPDATED CONDO
Kitchener – Featuring controlled entry in 
welcoming lobby. Casual Elegance in this 
updated 2 bdrm, 2 bath, condo complete w/sep 
DR & in-suite laundry. Excellent location w/easy 
access to 401, shopping, Conestoga College & 
close to trails. Well maintained building w/indoor 
pool, exercise rm, party rm, sauna & 
underground parking! Recent updates: Laminate 
flooring, Baths 2013, Kit cabinets 2009. All 
appliances incl’d. Just move in & enjoy! MLS 
1424165. Call Paul or Alli Direct.

$177,900$177,900

ROOM TO GROW
Drayton - Located just outside of town this 
Swiss style home is nestled in this huge lot. Built 
with family in mind complete with living room, 
family room, rec room and 4 bathrooms... Lots of 
room to grow and run you will be impressed. 
Many updates include; updated bathroom, roof 
2013, furnace 2014, paint throughout and 
flooring, 32 ft. x 24 ft. workshop with hydro. 
MLS1427516. Call Paul or Alli Direct.

$599,900$599,900

$384,000 $384,000 
2500 SQ. FT. HOME

BUNGALOW
Drayton - Looking for that perfect bungalow? Check out 

this 1600 sqft home with attractive curb appeal. Open 
concept 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home with main floor 

laundry. Open kitchen with centre island and slider walk out. 
Basement equipped with large rec room and lots of storage 

space. MLS1427517 Call Paul or Alli Direct.

Drayton -Large 2500sqft home plus finished basement! 
Located on large fenced corner lot with irrigation system. 

This open concept home is equipped with tons of living space; 
family room, living room, upper floor great room and rec room. 

Entertaining will be a breeze in this separate dining room and 
hot tub on the deck. Laundry made easy with main floor laundry. 

All appliances included. MLS1427519. Call Paul or Alli Direct.

$389,000 $389,000 

YET TO BE BUILT!
Drayton - Beautiful Mansfield III Home. 
Various Prices and Plans available. Model 
Home is at 46 Bedell Open: Mon, Tues, Wed 
1-7pm and Sat, Sun 1-4:30pm. MLS 1427903. 
Call Paul or Alli direct.

$343,900$343,900

Sun. June
22nd, 1-3pm
Sun. June
22nd, 1-3pm

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

31 HILLVIEW DR.
DRAYTON

Sun. June
22nd, 1-3pm
Sun. June
22nd, 1-3pm

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

131 RIVER RUN RD.
DRAYTON

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JULIE

HECKENDORN
Broker

Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Open concept main floor. cherry kitchen w/island. Lge. compos-
ite deck & hot tub. Rec. room, 3pc. bath. & 4th bdrm. Furnace, 
CAC & shingles replaced. MLS REDUCED.

LOCATION! Close to walking trails and across from a park. Oak 
kitchen, w/o to patio. Spacious rec. room & 2pc. Private driveway. 
Shed. MLS REDUCED.

Mature trees. Walkup bsmt. Newer windows, roof, eaves. 
Hdwd floors. Din. Room. Cac. Rec. rm. 4th bdrm. & newer 
3pc. bath. rm. Shed w/hydro. MLS.

$319,900 $387,000

COURT LOCATION - WOODED LOT Four bdrm. home with up-
dated bathrms. Main floor fam. room w/fireplace and walkout 
to huge deck with 8 person spa. Extra-long driveway. MLS.

$449,900$274,900

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

LOADED WITH CHARACTER! Century home w/natural wood-
work, hdwd. floors & 2 staircases. Cozy liv. rm. w/gas F.P., Oak 
kitchen. Private master w/ensuite. Updated bathrms. Det. ga-
rage & lovely yard. MLS REDUCED.

UNIQUE, custom built home on over 1acre, backing to greens-
pace & overlooking the countryside. Main flr. master w/ensuite 
OR upper master bdrm., ensuite & hobby room. 9’ ceilings in 
lower level w/lge. windows. MLS. 

$639,900

$499,900

NEW PRICE

SOLD

Sat. June 21st | 2-4pm
172 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira

OPEN
HOUSE

Sun. June 22nd | 2-4pm
5 Raising Mill Gate, Elmira

OPEN
HOUSE

Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Ivan Pecarski
Sales Representative

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, June 22 | 2-4 pm

519-885-0200
Cell: 519-998-9511

$499,900

With almost 3,000SF this 3 year old 
home (4 possible 5 bedrm) is a 
perfect blend of elegance and casual 
living. The main fl welcomes you with 
9ft ceil, custom wainscoting and 
gleaming hardwood fl. The super-size 
family rm w custom built-ins that 
surround the fireplace. Eat-in kitchen 
and sep formal din rm are the perfect 
place to entertain and the oversized 
patio doors lead outside to a two-tier 
patio. Upstairs is master br w ensuite 
and walk-in closet + 3 large br and 
laundry. MLS 1418116

19 Reading Street, Breslau
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

2013

Elmira@royallepage.ca 

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

www.elmirahomes.ca Robin Hansford-Currie
Sales Representative

Bonnie Brubacher Monique Roes
Sales Representative

Shanna Rozema
BrokerBroker of Record “Helping you is what we do”

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

Priced from $322,900 Freehold Bungalow/Loft townhomes, 
model offered at $355,900, three units with 60 day 
possession available, hardwood & ceramic, gas fireplace, 
gourmet kitchen, dbl garage & driveway. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | Sat & Sun 2-4 pm, 
Wed 3-6 pm | 170 Ridgeview Drive, Drayton

SOLID 2 STOREY
$399,900 ELMIRA 1815 sq.ft 3 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
home, features large oak kitchen, walkout to deck & 
fenced yard, ensuite, gas fireplace, finished basement, 
c/air, double garage. MLS

LOVELY FAMILY HOME
$424,000 ELMIRA Situated on a treed lined street, 
private backyard, large front porch, updated kitchen/10, 
bright dining area, walkout off the main floor family rm., 
hardwood, 3 bdrms, 2 baths. MLS

Drayton Ridge Development 

OPEN HOUSE/BBQ
Sunday June 22nd 1-5pm
BEDELL DRIVE, DRAYTON
Tour of four model homes and the 
Drayton Ridge site

FUNDRAISER BBQ and Pop 
available during the day.
IN SUPPORT OF CYSTIC FIBROSIS 
Vintage Photo shoot, Music & Fun!

BIRDLAND’S GEM 
$493,000 85’ Frontage. Mature Muskoka like property 
in Elmira’s sought after location. Beautifully updated side 
split includes hardwood flooring on 2 levels, Chervin 
kitchen, windows, heating and air, baths, patio, cozy sun 
room overlooks the welcoming yard. EXCLUSIVE 

NEW LISTING!

LOVELY BUNGALOW
$349,900 DRAYTON 3 bedroom, 3 bath home, spacious 
kitchen with island, garden door to deck, large finished 
basement with gas fireplace, large rec rm. & games rm., 
oversized double car garage. NEW MLS

NEW LISTING!

 Bonnie Brubacher, Broker 
of Record, Royal LePage 

Elmira Real Estate Services, 
Independently Owned & 
Operated. 519-669-3192

FOR LEASE - 
Small Business Location

$8.50/sq ft + CAM..Earl 
Martin Drive.1350+ sq ft 
main level w/ front office 
and back bay, 12' overhead 
door. M5 Industrial Zone, 
additional 2nd floor office 
space.Call for details. MLS.

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

OPEN HOUSE SAT. JUNE 21st 2:30-4PM
39 Green St., Drayton$349,900

Finished top to bottom, 2012 built 
home (Tarion Warranty), 3 beds, 
4 baths, 1400 sq ft. plus recently 
finished basement. Open 
concept main floor with ceramic 
and hardwood flooring. Master 
w/walk in and 4pc ensuite. Fully 
fenced rear yard with garage 
man door into side yard. Come 
take a look this weekend!

OPEN HOUSE SAT. JUNE 21st 1-2:30PM
32 Green St., Drayton$322,900

Alyssa Henry
Broker

519.831.1129
alyssa@alyssahenry.ca

www.alyssahenry.ca
782 Tower St, S. Fergus, ON

Stunning 2000+ sq ft 2 year old 
home (Tarion Warranty). 3 beds, 
3 baths, separate dining room, 
butler's pantry, open concept 
kitchen/living room with 
cathedral ceiling, master 
w/large walk in and 3pc ensuite. 
ALL appliances included as well 
as tv and wall mount in the liv. 
room. A definite must see!

REAL ESTATE CENTRE INC.

NEW PRICE!

TRADES & SERVICES

ATTENTION BUILDERS/ TRADES. We 
stock all your central vacuum needs, 8 
ft pipe, fittings, vacuum pans, flex hose, 
adaptors, outlets. Fax/Phone 519-669-
8362. Email your order in and receive 
15% off. elmiravacuum@gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

FUNDRAISING WALK JOSEPH has cystic 
fibrosis, one of the most fatal genetic 
diseases affecting Canadian children 
and young adults. He is 28 and is up 
for a double lung transplant starting in 
June, once a donor is found. Just Breathe 
is organizing a 20 km walk from Elmira 
to Guelph on the Kissing Bridge Trail. 
The walk starts at 9 a.m. on June 28, 
2014. For more information or to donate 
contact Rachel Ogle at 519-884-3713.

GARAGE SALES

ENTIRE HOUSEHOLD SALE. Kitchen and 
household goods, some furniture. 20 Snyder 
Ave. Elmira. Sat. June 21, 7 a.m. to noon.

GARAGE SALE - 127 & 136 Oriole Pkwy 
Elmira. Sat. June 21, 7:30 - 1 p.m. Kids toys, 
clothes, household items. Bikes, rip sticks, 
curtains, quilt tops. Treasures for everyone.

GARAGE SALE - Fri. June 27, 5-8 p.m., 
Sat. June 28, 8 a.m. - noon. 17 Centre St. 
Elmira, books, books, books, all genre.

GARAGE/CRAFT SALE - 13 Centre St. 
Elmira. Sat. June 21, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. Linens, 
crafts, highchair, childs table/chair set, 
Borg fabric, glassware, antiques, furnace 
motor, TV’s, mason jars, misc. items.

TUPPERWARE INVENTORY SALE. June 27, 
2 - 7 p.m., June 28, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 7252 
Wellington Rd. 8, Alma. $5, $10, $20, $30 
tables and much more. 519-638-5179.

CONTINUED FROM  
PG. 26

EDSS FINISHES OFF THE YEAR IN STYLE

Elmira District Secondary School held its final assembly on June 13, presenting a magic show, a musical performance, and awards for 
everything from “Best Couple” to “Most Courageous.”  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426 

NEW PRICE!
Great starter home on quiet street offers 
kitchen with walkout to two tiered deck 
and large rear yard, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and main floor laundry. MLS 
$145,000. Call Bert to view.

Your referrals are appreciated!



32 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2014

LIVING HERE
WORLD VIEW / INTERNATIONAL AID

Finally, we are well 
into barbecue season, and 
last weekend we got to 
christen a new grill at the 
lake. 

Although Ron is normally 
the grill master of the fam-
ily, I couldn’t wait to get the 
BBQ fired up. The fare was 
simple, but there’s always 
an opportunity to dress it 
up.  

We normally make our 
burgers in batches and 
freeze them for those super 
busy nights or weekends 
away. This time around, 
Wellesley Gourmet was 
kind enough to let us 
sample their tasty burgers. 
The chicken burger was my 
favourite, for sure – moist, 
juicy and of course grilled 
to perfection. To “gourmet” 
our burgers, we had all sorts 
of toppings from the store: 
mango chutney, maple 
chipotle BBQ sauce, onion 
marmalade and, as always, 
our pickled asparagus.  Del-
ish comes to mind. Perfect 
for kids and adults.  

There are many recipes 
for burgers. Some have 
sauces, seasonings and 
fillers, as well as eggs. To 
let the beef shine through, 
many chefs prefer the three-
ingredient burger: fresh 
ground beef, sea salt and 
pepper. There is no over-
mixing, and flavour is won-
derful, as long as the beef is 

Beyond  
the grill: 
gourmet 
your burger

CHEF’S TABLE | 30

WHITNEY NEILSON

NIGERIA | 30

Bombs blasted the city 
of Jos in Nigeria last month, 
killing more than 130 peo-
ple. Local Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee members 
Dave and Mary Lou Klassen 
have been there since 2012 
and say reactions to the 
violence show promise in a 
place plagued by insecurity.

“This time both Muslims 
and Christians were at 
the bomb site, shoulder to 
shoulder, helping people, 
and controlling the situa-
tion,” said Dave Klassen. 
“Many are attributing this 
lack of violence to the 
peace-building work of MCC 
partners and others who 
have been working in the 
field.”

MCC has been working 
in Nigeria since 1963, edu-
cating and working toward 
peace. Klassen said their 
efforts are tailored for each 
situation. One member 
works with more than 2,000 
women across the country 
through skills training and 
job creation. Another mem-
ber focuses on sinking bore-
holes and sanitation educa-
tion in rural communities.

“Our relationships go 
deep,” said Klassen. “Hun-
dreds of service workers 
have served in Nigeria from 
the U.S. and Canada work-
ing in areas of health, teach-
ing, development, agricul-
ture and peace building.”

He said other partners 
address issues of HIV/AIDS 
through training, education, 
medication and health sup-
port.  Some staff also teach 

Still, there’s reason for optimism, say aid workers there under the auspices of the MCC

peace studies courses in 
seminaries.

Klassen also noted the 
organization’s commitment 
to Nigeria has helped train 
thousands of people in ev-
erything from high schools 
to seminaries and universi-
ties.

“I’ve spoken with Nige-
rian engineers and doctors 
who credit their foundation-
al secondary school educa-
tion to committed MCC 
teachers. I’ve seen trees that 
were planted by MCC work-
ers 35 years ago which are 

producing flowers, fruits 
and shade for hundreds that 
have no clue of the history.”

He said over the past doz-
en years Jos’ reputation of 
peace and tourism has been 
lost in ethnic and religious 
conflicts which polarize city 
neighbourboods. Despite 
the tensions, Klassen said 
he is driven by his faith and 
love of Nigerian people. He 
and his wife plan to stay in 
Nigeria until at least 2015.

“We hope that MCC 
staff and volunteers will 
continue to build positive 

relationships with partners 
that mutually build capacity 
and are successful in build-
ing sustainable communi-
ties that can live together in 
peace.”

Klassen was born in 
Congo and spent eight years 
there. He worked for the 
Mennonite Brethren in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo for three years during 
the early ’80s and spent four 
years in Maiduguri, Nigeria 
in the early ’90s. In 1994 he 
participated with the MCC 
response to the Rwanda 

genocide for three months 
and then represented MCC 
in Uganda from 1997 to 
2004. In total, he’s spent 24 
years of his life in Africa, 
and 16 years with MCC.

People back home can 
help the cause by contribut-
ing to peace-building work 
through the MCC branch in 
Kitchener.

Klassen described Jos as 
a place where almost every 
day is a perfect spring or 
summer day. He said the 

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

In the past year Leroy’s Auto Care has…

 Preformed approximately 2,712 services 

 Gone through approximately 16,500L of engine oil

 Used approximately 3,630 fuel and air filters

 And the staff has put in approximately 36,000 
combined hours of work!

Leroy’s Fun Facts

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Mary Lou and Dave Klassen have been working with the Mennonite Central Committee in Nigeria since 2012. [SUBMITTED]

Bombings add to the unrest that’s 
the order of the day in Nigeria
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Improve Digestive
Health with Great
Fibre and Tasty Apple
Cinnamon Flavour!

Joy! Health Naturally!

Darlene Vandermey RNPA, CLWC
www.myaimstore.com/joyhealthnaturally

519-698-0300

JUNE 21

STRAWBERRY FEST - STRAWBERRY Treats, live 
music, games, crafts, colouring contest, chicken 
dinner (4:30 p.m.), BBQ, beverage tent, local 
artisans and homemade pies. Family Fun all day! 
10 a.m. at St. Agatha Community Centre, 1793 Erbs 
Rd., St. Agatha.

6TH ANNUAL CAR SHOW & Shine. 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at 
Maryhill Community Centre, wheelchair accessible. 
Entry $10 - 1st car, $5 - 2nd car - complimentary 
lunch voucher with each car. Admission $2 per 
person and $5 per family. Several awards as well as 
people’s Choice Award. Great BBQ food, door prizes 
& raffles, two live bands. All funds to local charities. 
For more information Doug Zinger at 519-648-2939.

EUREKA! TD SUMMER READING Club will be starting 
July 3. Join us at and RWL branch this summer to 
participate in this free program. Each branch will 
host fun programs that test your creativity. Fly it! 
Build it! Twist it! Contact your local library branch 
for details about special events, contest and guests. 
You can also contact Library Headquarters at: 
libhq@regionofwaterloo.ca.

JUNE 23

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 am). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder 
Ave. S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6.  Join 
us for a noonday light lunch and fellowship.  Call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more 
information.

JUNE 24

ELECTRONIC BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. For more information, 
contact Joe Brick 519-699-4022.

JUNE 25

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30). Linwood Community Centre,  5279 Ament 
Line, Linwood. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 
or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 by June 23 to sign up.

JUNE 27

H.U.G.S. PROGRAM - 9:15-11:15 a.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. 
Jacobs. Meet with other parents to discuss 
parenting and child health issues. Topic: Summer 
programs for children and family outings. For more 
information call Heidi at 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

JUNE 28

JUST BREATHE IS ORGANIZING a 20 km walk/run 
at 9 a.m. on the Kissing Bridge Trail from Elmira to 
Guelph. Joseph is 28 and has cystic fibrosis; $20,000 
is needed to support him and his family during his 
double lung transplant. For more information 
contact Rachel Ogle at Rachelogle@gmail.com or 
519-884-3713.

THE EXPRESSIVE CAFE IS having its biggest 
FUNdraising even in St. Jacobs with “That Canadian 

Guy” Glen Foster; 8 p.m. at St. Jacobs Country 
Playhouse Theatre, 40 Benjamin Rd., St. Jacobs. 
The Expressive Cafe is a non-profit organization 
for stroke survivors reclaiming their lost from 
communication. Communication is part of the 
human spirit. We want to give stroke survivors their 
communication skills back. For more information 
www.kwstrokesurvivor.com. 

JULY 1

ELECTRONIC BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. For more information, 
contact Joe Brick 519-699-4022.

JULY 5

THE ELMIRA AND DISTRICT Horticultural Society’s 
Garden Tour is July 5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There 
are 6 gardens in Heidelberg and 2 in Wallenstein. 
Tickets are $10 at Brian’s Photo in Elmira and The 
Miller’s Stone in Heidelberg or by calling Barb at 
519-669-8239.

JULY 8

ELECTRONIC BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. For more information, 
contact Joe Brick 519-699-4022.

JULY 15

ELECTRONIC BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. For more information, 
contact Joe Brick 519-699-4022.

 

9:30am Worship

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

Pastor:  Hans J. W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ 
through Love 
and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2816
www.floramc.org

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service

                                           Hopping Thursday’s
7-8:30pm Programs for all ages

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, June 22
Making The Hard

Changes In Me

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45 am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, June 22, 2014

Communion Service,
Woodside

9:15 AM

11:00 AM Outdoor Worship Service,
Conestoga Bible Camp

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., June 22nd

11:00 am

Walking Wisely
Ron SeabrookeDiscovering God Together

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church
Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

10:00am
Worship Service

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Worship: 10:30am

(Rain location: EMC)

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Outdoor Service
at Gibson Park

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service   Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 
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VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

 
 2008 CHRYSLER ASPEN LIMITED 4X4

4X4 sport-utility with 3 row seating, top-of-line model 
loaded with options, leather interior, heated seats, power 
sunroof, navigation, tow package and much more. 5.7 V8 
engine, finished in black, only 97,097 kilometers. $17,995.

196
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
Full Stow-n-go with 2nd row bucket seats, 3.6 litre V6 
Pentastar engine,6-speed automatic transmission, air 
conditioning, power windows/locks/mirrors, cruise 
control and more. Finished in black. 102,600 km. $14,995. 

116
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T CLASSIC
Never winter driven, one owner we sold new. Always stored 
with car cover (included). Includes “Chrysler Gold Plan” 
extended warranty coverage. 5.7 V8 Hemi MDS engine, 
5-speed automatic transmission, leather interior, heated 
seats, 20 inch alloy wheel package, premium sound group 
and much more. Finished in black. only 26,889 km. $29,995.

269
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2008 DODGE CALIBER SXT HATCHBACK
Economical 4 cylinder engine with automatic transmission, 
air conditioning, power windows/locks and more. Finished 
in beige, only 64,500 kilometers. $9,995.

110
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4 SPORT
5.7 V8 Hemi with MDS fuel saving,bucket seats with center 
console, power driver's seat, remote-start, Uconnect phone 
with voice command and much more. Finished in Mineral 
Gray, only 88,100 km. $23,995.

215
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 DODGE JOURNEY SXT 
One owner trade-in with only 54,566 km. includes 
Chrysler “Gold Plan Extended Warranty” 3.6 litre V6 
engine with 6-speed automatic and SXT option group. 
Finished in silver. $18,995.

147
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2007 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 
4X4 SPORT

5.7 V8 Hemi engine with MDS fuel saving system, bucket 
seats with center console, power driver seat, 20 inch 
chrome wheel package and much more. Finished in med. 
gray,only 112,600 km.  $17,995. 

195
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

FINANCING
AS LOW AS

0%
PLUS

CONSUMER
CASH DISCOUNT

$7,000

NEW 2014

DODGE
GRAND

CARAVAN

PLUS BONUS CASH UP TO $2,500

164
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2008 CHRYSLER SEBRING TOURING 
CONVERTIBLE

Convertible top with power fold feature, V6 engine, 
leather seats with heating, air conditioning and much 
more. Vehicle in excellent condition with only 67,100 
kilometers. Finished in metallic red. $14,995.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

and combine. Press into 6 
patties;

Place on preheated grill 
on medium. Cook ap-
proximately 6- 8  minutes 
on each side – they will 
be firm to the touch when 
cooked through;

Allow to rest for 4 min-
ute and serve on toasted 
roll with your favorite top-
pings. Here are some ideas 
to get you started: Boursin, 
bell pepper jelly and arugu-
la; mango, brie and chick-
en; smoked cheddar, maple 
kissed bacon, caramelized 
onions and BBQ sauce; 
portabella, goat cheese, 
roasted red peppers, pesto 
and baby spinach.

CHEF’S TABLE: Jazzed up
FROM | 28

fresh and of good quality. 
Make friends with your 
butcher. I’m so glad I did.

Enjoy your barbecue 
season with the magic of 
choice. There are all kinds 
of cheeses, buns, toppings, 
preserves and sauces avail-
able locally. The only limit 
is your imagination. In that 
vein, here are some ideas. 
Happy grilling.

Three-
Ingredient 
Burger
750 g fresh medium or lean 
ground beef  (you can mix 
your cuts to get the perfect 
mix of sirloin and chuck, for 
example)
1 tsp sea salt
1/2 tsp fresh ground pepper

Place ingredients in bowl 

NIGERIA: Deep, systemic problems need to be addressed
FROM | 28

people are filled with energy 
and hope for the future. 
But he’s not blind to the 
challenges still to be faced, 
including something as 
simple as driving, which is 
“crazy and congested.” 

The insecurity of the na-
tion leads to road blocks, 
security checks, and chal-
lenges in planning further 
progress. An example of this 
is the closing of “viewing 

grassroots efforts they hope 
to bring real peace to the 
north-east of Nigeria.

 “However, it is critical 
that some of the driving fac-
tors be addressed before the 
unrest and dissatisfaction of 
people will be reduced,” said 
Klassen. “High unemploy-
ment, corruption, impunity 
and increasing population 
are some of the critical is-
sues that need serious atten-
tion.”

centres” after 14 people died 
at the hands of a suicide 
bomber while watching a 
World Cup match at an out-
door centre.

“These are places where 
people come together, pay a 
small amount of money and 
then watch the World Cup 
or other films,” said Klas-
sen. “Because they can be 
potential targets for suicide 
bombers, these centres have 
been shut down forcing peo-

ple to either not watch the 
games, go to a neighbour’s 
house or buy the technology 
so that they can watch in 
their homes.”

But electricity is erratic 
and undependable and, un-
fortunately, since the games 
started most of the electric-
ity has been off, causing real 
frustration. 

He said there is always 
more work to be done, and 
through their education and 

The Klassens are part of an MCC educational  program in Nigeria, where the development organization has been involved for more than 50 years.
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ACROSS
1. Age discriminator
6. “___ Weapon”
12. Insult
16. Africa’s largest country
17. Large lizard
18. Break
19. Above major, below 
colonel
22. And others, for short
23. Homer’s TV neighbor
24. Occur simultaneously
25. “Dig in!”
26. “___ Ng” (They Might 
Be Giants song)
27. Actor Alastair
30. Backs
31. Sterilizers
35. Pressure meas.
36. Finnish monetary unit
37. Blasted
40. Talking picture
43. Bathtub liquid?
44. Control
46. Secretive org.
47. EKG

51. Aquatic shocker
52. “Get it?”
53. Sci-fi killer
54. Highlanders, e.g.
55. It may get into a jamb
57. Zeno, notably
59. “For shame!”
60. Psychology of the 
unconscious mind
66. Zoroastrian
68. French 101 verb
69. A hand
70. Caviar
71. Rabbitlike rodent
73. “The loneliest number”
74. Magic points
75. Generalissimo
80. Certain surgeon’s 
“patient”
81. Put in stitches
82. Acrylic fiber
83. Back talk
84. Nuts
85. Balances
DOWN
1. Not alert

2. Santana’s ax
3. Conceive
4. Mr. Bass
5. Atlanta-based station
6. One-dimensional
7. “Good grief!”
8. 252 wine gallons
9. Pillbox, e.g.
10. Mandela’s org.
11. Golden Triangle country
12. Cannabis user
13. County of Lancaster
14. An independent ruler
15. Basket rummy
20. Boredom
21. Harp’s cousin
26. Holdings
27. Screenplay writer
28. Carbonium, e.g.
29. Music consisting of a 
single vocal part
32. ____-and-span
33. “Beowulf,” e.g.
34. Apteryx australis
38. Face-to-face exam
39. Highland toppers

40. Reward (archaic)
41. Promise, e.g.
42. Racetracks
43. German poet and novel-
ist (1749-1832)
45. Worthless
48. Medical advice, often
49. R-rated, maybe
50. Highlander
56. CVs
58. Harvest goddess
59. Crook
61. ___ bread
62. Small boats
63. Cassandra, e.g.
64. Infatuated with
65. Aches
66. Agreements
67. Ancient assembly area
72. M.I.T. part: Abbr.
73. Shrek, e.g.
74. Minuteman III, e.g.
76. Directly
77. “___ alive!”
78. Cashew, e.g.
79. “Them”

Realizing animals have a sense of self calls into question the existence of zoos

Q. How would you feel if 
you discovered a couple 
of Homo sapiens featured 
in one of the cages at your 
local zoo?
A. That’s a bit how the edi-
tors of “Scientific American” 
magazine felt when they 
observed the encagement 
of so many species with 
humanlike traits, such 
as chimpanzees, gorillas, 
orangutans, dolphins and 
porpoises, as expressed in 
“Free Willy and All His Pals: 
Orcas and Elephants Are 
Smart, Social and Way Too 
Large for Captivity.”  
   For example, orcas and 
elephants recognize them-

selves in mirrors, suggesting 
they too possess a “concept 
of self.” In addition, they are 
as dependent on compan-
ionship as we are, some-
times following descendants 
through life for as many as 
four generations. 
   “When a clan member dies, 
elephants mourn -- there 
is no other word for it.” 
In Kenya, elephants from 
various families tended to 
a single ailing matriarch, 
and even after her death, 
they repeatedly caressed her 
body. Other elephants were 
observed sprinkling their 
dead with soil or covering 
them with leaves.

Captivity takes a heavy toll 
on such smart and sensitive 
animals. “Zoo elephants die 
young, often after becom-
ing obese and infertile. 
They frequently develop 

psychological tics such as 
swaying and head bobbing. 
... Captive orcas become 
unusually aggressive, biting 
and ramming one another 
as well as trainers,” perhaps 
over-stressed to the point 
of becoming psychotic. Yet 
wild orcas have never killed 
anyone.

Conclude the editors: 
Though some confined in-
dividuals may not survive if 
released, “the ones that can 
be, should be, and captive 
breeding programs should 
be terminated.” 
Q. What’s possibly the lat-
est in eyewear technology 
to help train hockey play-
ers to see the puck amid 
all the muscled bodies and 
the pandemonium of an 
excited crowd?
A. Players can follow the 
tiny, wily puck by using the 

Nike SPARQ Vapor Strobe, 
whose lenses quickly switch 
between transparency and 
opaqueness, producing stro-
boscopic visual conditions 
that allow the wearer to see 
only snippets of action, says 
Sarina Tracy in “Photonics 
Spectra” magazine.  
   When neuroscientist Ste-
phen Mitroff of Duke Univer-
sity tested the device on the 
National Hockey League’s 
Carolina Hurricanes, he di-
vided them into two groups: 
the control group showed no 
change, but those who wore 
the eyewear had “improved 
vision, visual attention and 
the ability to anticipate the 
timing of moving items,” 
bettering on-ice skills by a 
huge 18%. 

As Mitroff explains, 
“Training the eye to operate 
effectively in these choppy 

conditions, the eyewear 
strengthens the vision and 
concentration of the wearer 
through a visual workout. ... 
And it’s not just athletes that 
can reap these benefits: po-
tential also exists for medi-
cal, military and physical 
rehabilitation applications.”
Q. Time for a most fitting 
final question: How will 
the universe end?
A. The prevailing theory is 
that everything got started 
13.75 billion years ago in a 
gigantic explosion known as 
the “Big Bang,” says astrono-
mer Jim Bell in “The Space 
Book.”  
   The expansion of the 
universe is evident as all 
the galaxies recede from 
each other. Maybe this will 
continue forever, or until 
what astronomers call the 
“heat death” of the cosmos 

perhaps 10-to-the-100th-
power years from now. Or 
there may be a more violent 
future in store for the uni-
verse, with the gravitational 
attraction between clusters 
of galaxies pulling every-
thing back together again 
to become one tiny massive 
black hole “singularity.”

“What happens then?” 
Bell poses. “Another Big 
Bang? Or perhaps a Big 
Bounce? New observations 
and computer models may 
help figure out -- to borrow 
a line from the modernist 
poet T.S. Eliot -- whether the 
universe will end ‘not with a 
bang but a whimper.’”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGEOBSERVER TRAVELS

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

The Hawaiian Islands

Bruce and Marilyn Ogram celebrated 
their 50th anniversary early. The whole 
family joined them on a cruise around 
the Hawaiian Islands. The group stopped 
to read the Observer in Maui under a 
banyan tree.

LOCATION

CAPTION
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2014

SALE

CARPET
& VINYL
REMNANTS

JUNE

19th-22nd

519.669.3933
17A Industrial Drive, Elmira

www.zimmermancustom�ooring.ca
Mon-Tues: 9-5 Wed: 9-1 Thurs-Fri: 9-6 Sat: 10-4 Sun: Closed

Zimmerman
C U S T O M   F L O O R I N G

VARIOUS SIZES 12’ x 6’ and up
Commercial · Residential
Saxong · Loop · Berber

www.cubcadet.ca

(1) Cub Cadet Days $100 Toward Purchase Price of LTX Lawn Tractors is $100 toward the regular purchase price of LTX 1142 KW, LTX 1146 KW, LTX 1040, LTX 1045, LTX 1050 KW, LGT 1050, LGTX 1050, LGT 1054, LGTX 1045, GT 1054, GT 2042, GT 2050, 
GT 2148, and GTX 2154 Lawn Tractors. Offer valid between 5/9/2014 - 7/31/2014.  (2) Subject to credit approval. Not all customers qualify. Additional terms may apply. Please see your local Cub Cadet dealer for details.  * Product Price - Actual retail 
prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. ** On select models only. † As rated by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J2723 
and certified by SAE International. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications. © 2014 Cub Cadet.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira | 519-669-2884
www.martinsmallengines.com

daysdays
May 9 - July 31

$100
TOWARDS
PURCHASE
PRICE OF
LAWN
TRACTORS1

LAWN TRACTORS
• Premium features only available at your dealer including:
18 HP† - 27HP† professional-grade Kawasaki® and Kohler engines: durable front 
bumper**; comfortable, high-back seat**
• Enjoy the beautiful Cub Cadet Signature Cut™ from 42”- 54” heavy duty 
mowing decks
• Ultra-tight 12” turning radius for superior maneuverability around obstacles

SMART FACTORY FINANCING AVAILABLE.2
AVAILABLE ON SELECT MODELS FOR QUALIFIED CUSTOMERS.

ONLY AT YOUR
CUB CADET DEALER
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home&
START THAT SUMMER PROJECT WITH THESE PRODUCTS & SERVICES

garden

In the heart of Mennonite Country
Just minutes from the St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market

Gifts Candles Cards 
Home+Garden Decor 
Canadian Made Local Artisans

Shopping Local is always inSeason

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements

moved into your new home.  
realized you forgot to budget for 

blinds?  

6 MONTHS 
NO INTEREST 
NO PAYMENTS 
O.A.C. 

519-886-7120 

646 Erb Street W @ Ira Needles 
Waterloo 

  www.thebauhaus.ca 

privacy now. 
pay later.  

financing now available! 

An annual 
checkup for your 
home—and your 
energy use
(NC)—Your doctor 
insists on seeing 
you at least once a 
year. But have you 
considered the same 
sort of schedule for 
your home’s general 
health?

After the coldest 
winter in the last 35 
years, this spring and 
summer make the per-
fect time to go through 
an annual checklist of 
items, ensuring your 
home’s overall energy 
efficiency. According 
to the Ontario Natural 
Gas Alliance, invest-
ing minimal time can 
translate into maximum savings on household bills.  In 
2013, average natural gas residential customers in On-
tario saved about $500 on their bills, compared to 2008.

According to ONGA, a simple checklist every year can 
identify wans to potentially save money and keep your 
home humming, energy-wise. Keeping natural gas’ af-
fordability in-mind is another way to help achieve cost 
savings.

Light it Up

Check all light sources to ensure that you’re using 
energy efficient bulbs, and replace wherever possible. 
Compact fluorescent and LED bulbs may cost more at 
the outset, but they will often last at least 10 times as 
long vs. standard filament bulbs, and use up to one-fifth 
the energy.

Get Down Low

Baseboards and vents are prime spots for air leakage. 
And when you spend hard earned dollars heating and 
cooling your home, the last thing you want is to see that 
money flow outside. Check that baseboards are caulked 
properly, where the trim meets the wall and the floor.

Seal the Deal

Like baseboards, improperly sealed windows and doors 
can be a source of leaked energy savings. Ensure that 
trim work is caulked and weather-stripped on all sides. 
Consider replacing a mail slot with an exterior mailbox.

Switch for savings

If natural gas is available in your area, consider taking 
advantage of the fuel to heat your home and for items 
such as your water tank and even your clothes dryer. 
With natural gas prices expected to remain low and 
affordable for decades to come, a natural gas-powered 
dryer can help save up to 75 per cent compared to mod-
els that run strictly on electricity.

For more information, visit www.cleanandaffordable.ca
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START THAT SUMMER PROJECT WITH THESE PRODUCTS & SERVICES

garden
Design your 
dream garden  
on a budget
(NC)—You don’t 
have to spend 
hundreds of dol-
lars on a landscape 
architect to add 
major impact to 
your garden this 
spring. Try these 
simple and afford-
able tips to get it 
looking beautiful 
in no time:

Fun fences. Are you faced with a concrete wall? 
Put up a trellis or two for an instantly dramatic and 
elegant look. Play up the look even more by adding 
some climbing plants to highlight the trellis. 

Blooms are in the air. Hanging baskets always look 
elegant on a porch or veranda and add instant colour 
to your garden. “Choose large baskets like the a Jumbo 
Hanging Basket,” suggests garden experts.  “The flow-
ers are beautifully colour coordinated, and the basket 
is big and roomy. That’s so important because a larger 
soil capacity helps keep plants from drying out. For 
real impact try brightly coloured baskets like apple 
green or plum, which coordinate beautifully with flow-
ers.”

Rocky road. Add some pretty pebbles or stones 
around plant bases or arrange large, smooth rocks 
along the edges of a pathway. This sophisticated look 
will draw attention to the shapes and curves in your 
yard.

Light of the party. Proper lighting is essential for 
entertaining on summer evenings and for creating the 
perfect ambience in your garden getaway. Light from 
candles, lamps or illuminated planters make a big dif-
ference with a splash of colour.

Use colourful planters. Set them around the edge of 
your patio to separate the space from the yard or put 
them right into your garden. Peter Cantley suggests 
fun plastic planters that comes in stunning unique co-
lours like peacock blue and deep burgundy. For more 
of a classic look, try the fibreglass pots. They have the 
look and feel of real stone but they’re a fraction of the 
price. The classic designs enhance any outdoor décor.
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HWY 85 Waterloo

Sawmill Rd.

Annuals  |  Perennials  |  Trees  |  Shrubs 
Tropicals  |  House Plants  |  Gift Ideas
Pottery  |  Water Plants & Fish
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

• Garden Planting & Maintenance
• Patios, Steps & Walls
• Interlock Driveways
• Swim Ponds & Water Features

HOURS  |  Mon-Fri 9-7  |  Sat 9-5  |  Sun 10-4HOURS  |  Mon-Fri 9-7  |  Sat 9-5  |  Sun 10-4

1661 New Jerusalem Rd.
519-664-0404
www.stjacobscountrygardens.com

1661 New Jerusalem Rd.
519-664-0404
www.stjacobscountrygardens.com

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

ELMIRA, ON
519-669-3232 

WE HAVE TIRES FOR ALL YOUR
 LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS.

We also offer professional tire service
and repair, on-site or in our shop.

Fast Response | Fully Equipped Service Trucks
24-Hour Highway Service | On-The-Spot Tire Repairs

Now’s the time 
to replace your 
worn-out tires 
for a safer, more 
reliable ride.

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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SALES@RMWEXTERIORS.COM
WWW.RMWEXTERIORS.COM519.669.1445

Call for your quote today... 

Do home 
renovations right 
the first time
(NC) Warm, sunny weather means the start of lots 
of things – including home renovation season. So 
whether you’ve just bought a new place or want to turn 
your house into your dream home, step #1 is to pick 
out fixtures and paint colours.

Or is it?

Before drawing up your plans, it’s a good idea to talk to 
a professional, like your insurance agent, to make sure 
you’re protected if your house is damaged or if some-
one gets injured during the renovation process.

A recent online poll commissioned by Allstate Insur-
ance Company of Canada showed that 32 per cent of 
Canadians renovated their homes without notifying 
their insurance provider.

“While renovating may increase your home’s value 
and functionality, not telling your insurer about major 
changes could impact your policy and leave you 
without proper protection,” says Ryan Michel, the vice 
president and chief risk officer for Allstate Insurance 
Company of Canada.

Here, Michel gives  three tips to help you hit the nail on 
the head of a home reno:

• We’ve all heard horror stories from someone who 
has hired an unlicensed contractor. Before signing a 
contract or allowing someone into your home, check 
with your insurance agent.  A good agent can help you 
verify if the contractor is legitimate and reputable.

• Review your homeowner’s policy with your insur-
ance agent to ensure your liability insurance is suf-
ficient for the number of workers that will be on your 
property during construction. If someone is hurt on the 
job, you could be deemed responsible. You want to be 
sure your level of coverage provides adequate protec-
tion should such an unfortunate event occur.

• Once you’ve hired a contractor, ask them about their 
insurance before the work begins. Also, make sure you 
know how the contractor plans to secure the work site 
since an open work site can sometimes leave homes 
vulnerable to damage from weather or occurrences 
such as theft.

Talk with your insurance provider again once reno-
vations are complete. That way they can determine 
whether or not your policy needs to be adjusted to 
ensure it covers the cost of rebuilding your home and 
replacing its contents.
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FS 38 
Gas Trimmer

MSRP $169.95

FREE DEMONSTRATION.
Ask our friendly staff for more product information or a        

STIHLCanada 

BG 55 
Handheld Gas Blower

MSRP $219.95

MS 170 
Gas Chain Saw

MSRP $249.95
with 16” bar

27.2 cc / 0.7 kW / 4.1 kg (9.0 lb)*

27.2 cc / 0.65 kW / 4.1 kg (9.0 lb)** 30.1 cc / 1.3 kW / 3.9 kg (8.6 lb)†

† Power head only

 Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2014 for chain saw and July 31, 2014 for all power tools at participating STIHL Dealers.

* Without fuel, cutting tool and deflector

** Without fuel.

www.stihl.ca

CHECK OUT THESE

4790 Hergott Rd.,
Wallenstein

519-669-2192
www.efsaudersales.ca

275 Church St. W.,
Elmira

519-669-5453
www.premierequipment.ca

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

519-669-2884
martinssmallengines.ca
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