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NEED WINTER TIRES?

If it’s true that first 
impressions are lasting 
impressions, then the El-
mira Sugar Kings should be 
happy with their first game 
of the Midwestern Confer-
ence playoffs.

Kicking off a round of 
games against Brampton 
on Wednesday night, the 
Kings defused the Bomb-
ers with a 4-1 thrashing on 
home ice.

Brad Kobryn was a force 
to be reckoned with, factor-
ing in all four Elmira goals. 

He scored the Kings’ 
first and fourth 

markers, as-
sist- ing on the 
middle two.

Head 
coach Jeff Flana-
gan was liberal with 
the praise following the 
game-one victory.

“Hayden [Neuman, the 
goalie] played really well in 
net, and in the neutral zone 
we did a good job jump-
ing on turnover pucks and 
creating offensive opportu-

Kobryn picks up four points 
as Elmira draws first blood

Sugar Kings post 4-1 victory over 
Brampton Bombers as opening round 
of the playoffs gets underway

WILL SLOAN nities,” he said, extending 
his commendations to the 
team’s Brampton rivals.

“They came with a 
stronger forecheck than 
they normally do. Teams 
always bring something a 
little different to playoffs, 
and that’s something that’s 
certainly going to benefit 
them when they go back 
to Brampton. Brampton’s 
a small rink, and the way 
they played tonight, with 
high-intensity forecheck, is 
going to be intensified in a 
smaller area.”

The Kings came out guns 
a-blazin’ in the first period, 
outshooting the Bombers 
16-3 and depositing two 
pucks in the net: Kobryn, 
assisted by Adam Brubach-
er and Adam Campagnolo, 
at 9:39, and Mitch Wright 

(Campagnolo, Kobryn) 
at 17:38.

In 
the sec-
ond period, Brampton was 
able to gets its one and only 
tally at 10:53, but Stephen 

The scene of a barn fire in Lin-
wood could have been a lot worse if 
it hadn’t been for the efforts of town-
ship firefighters, aided by backup 
from Milverton, said Wellesley fire 
chief Andrew Lillico this week. 

A confirmed structure fire at 5690 
Schumer Line brought crews to the 
scene early Monday afternoon where 
they successfully contained a fire to 
one barn on the farm property. 

“They should be very proud of their 
efforts – it’s not often we go to a barn 
fire and see it standing after we’re 
done,” Lillico said. 

The damage, estimated at $20,000, 
was confined to the second and third 
floor of the mezzanine hay storage 
area, along with the roof, which got 
the worst of it. About 30 head of cattle 
worth $45,000 were saved from the 
structure.

Had the barn been consumed it 
would have cost owners about $1 mil-
lion to rebuild, Lillico said.

Linwood firefighters were first on 
scene and began a “fast attack” on 
the fire. They made short work of 
containing the flames and holding 
them in check until help arrived. 
Three tankers were called in from the 
township stations and two more from 
Milverton. 

“We work in a rural environment 
and we don’t have fire hydrants. The 
fire was in its early stages when we 
arrived. Obviously water supply is of 

Quick action 
spares Linwood 
barn from fire

ELENA MAYSTRUK

Sugar King Brad Kobryn managed two goals and two assists on home ice Wednesday. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]FIRE | 2 KINGS | 4
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3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 3rd - March 8th

Store Made

Summer 
Sausage Chubs

Sign up to our NEW 
Newsletter to receive a 
recipe for St. Patrick’s 
Day from Chef Scotty!

Store Made Dressed

Fresh Lean

ea.

Fresh
Pork Side 

Ribs
$1.99$2.99

$6.19

Ib.
/$4.39kg.

Ib.
/$6.59kg.

Ib.
/$13.65kg.

$12.00
Store Made

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Rolled Ribs

Beef Rump 
Roasts

Ib.
/$8.80kg.

$3.99

Pizza Pepperoni 
Chubs

Hearing Doctor
By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

PALMERSTON
888-745-5550

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

KITCHENER
519-743-7000

Doctor of Audiology

The

STANDARD HEARING
SCREENING FOR NEWBORNS

Twenty years ago, babies born in the United States were screened for hearing 
loss before they left the hospital only if they were at risk. Consequently, half 
of those with profound hearing loss were not diagnosed until they were older. 
This led the National Institutes of Health to endorse hearing screenings for all 
newborns. And this, along with similar recommendations by the Joint 
Committee on Infant Hearing and the National Institute of Deafness and 
Other Communication Disorders, led to the Newborn and Infant Screening 
and Intervention Act signed by President Clinton in 1999. In 2010, President 
Obama expanded the funding to include diagnostic services. Now, about 98% 
of all newborns undergo hearing screening prior to discharge from the 
hospital. 

That’s helpful news for new parents in today’s column. If you’re experiencing 
any difficulty with your hearing, call us for a through testing and consultation 
with a trained audiologist. With 3 convenient locations to serve you, the 
professional staff at EAR & HEARING CLINIC is dedicated to improving your 
hearing and providing the best hearing devices. “Hear the Sound of Life.” We 
have a hearing instrument to fit any lifestyle and budget and all our hearing 
devices come with warranties, and more importantly, expert follow-up care. 
Come to us for tinnitus and hyperacusive assessments. We’re registered 
members of the College of Audiologist and Speech Language Pathologist.

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

FIRE: Focus on containment in 
multi-station response to blaze

great concern for us so by 
having the water supply 
that we had we were able to 
successfully extinguish the 
fire with minimal damage,” 
Lillico said. 

The blaze is suspected to 
have started with an elec-
trical malfunction, but no 
official cause has been de-
termined. The cold weather 
and heavy drifting snow 
following crews’ arrival 
made the going difficult 
for the firefighters, he said. 
Fire crews could not move 
their vehicles in and out of 
the farm property and had 
to lay 1,000 feet of hose up 
from the tankers and along 

the driveway to reach the 
fire.  

“It was challenging.  
Shortly after we arrived, 
the snow picked up heavily, 
visibility was poor and we 
had to rotate crews in and 
out during the fire.” 

Cleanup after the fire was 
extensive as well. Large vol-
umes of smoldering straw 
had to be removed from the 
lofts in the barn to prevent 
new flames from erupting.

“The farmer was very 
happy that we saved his 
barn and praised the fire 
crews. The crews did an 
excellent job of controlling 
and extinguishing the fire,” 
said Lillico.

FROM | COVER

Five tankers were called to a Linwood-area barn fire on Monday, where water supply and 
the weather posed significant concerns.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

NASCAR racer turned auto educator Kelly Williams warns that winter tires are essential this 
time of year. [SUBMITTED]

Many is the person 
who stood at the side of the 
road, gazing into the abyss 
of metal and steel under a 
car hood, trying to figure 
out what goes where and 
which does what and why 
on earth the car decided 
to break down. A car may 
have cost you a year’s sal-
ary, but that doesn’t mean 
you know how it works.

“Where is it written that 
you’re supposed to know 
how your car operates?” 
asks Kelly Williams, the 
Toronto-based NASCAR 
racer turned automotive 
educator.

“There are people who 
have a very good knowl-
edge of how their vehicles 
work because that’s how 
their brain works, but there 
are a ton of people who just 
have zero experience. They 
put the key in, they put gas 
in, and that’s where it ends, 
and god forbid anything 
happens.”

Williams is returning 
to Leroy’s Auto Care (20 
Oriole Parkway E.) this 
weekend for its second 
women’s car care clinic. 
Williams, who holds work-
shops across the province, 
seeks to provide answers to 
everything Elmira women 
want to know about cars 
but were afraid to ask.

“The women that come 

A chance to know your 
car a little bit better
Kelly Williams brings her women’s car care clinic to Leroy’s Auto Centre

WILL SLOAN

to my clinics are there be-
cause they want to learn 
more about their cars, and 
they want to feel more com-
fortable when they take 
their car in for service,” she 
said. “This is a way to do 
that. When they leave one 
of my car care clinics, they 
feel so much more empow-
ered and confident when it 
comes to their vehicles.”

She added, “I try to keep 
an open forum where they 
can ask anything that they 

want, and if I don’t know 
the answer I can get one of 
the guys to answer it. One of 
the comments I hear is, ‘I’ve 
always wanted to learn how 
to check tire pressure,’ or, 
‘I’ve never opened the hood 
on my vehicle before.'”

At the risk of painting a 
crude gender dichotomy, 
men are more stereotypi-
cally associated with car-re-
lated matters than women. 
Such popular distinctions 
are irrelevant for Williams.

“They don’t necessarily 
want to work on the cars – 
they just want to have a bet-
ter understanding of what 
their car is doing, or when 
the service adviser recom-
mends something.”

Indeed, who among us 
hasn’t been gripped with 
fear during our semi-annu-
al checkup, faced with a list 
of potential car repairs but 
uncertain about which are 
actually necessary?

“That’s where the rela-
tionship [with the service 
person] becomes so im-
portant,” she said. “Most 
people aren’t in business to 
be shysters – they’re there 
to offer a service for your 
vehicles. But there are a few 
bad apples like any indus-
try that have created that 
feeling.”

And as a grueling winter 
rages into March, a working 
car knowledge is as impor-
tant as ever.

“A lot of people will say 
something that annoys 
me to no end: ‘Well, I was 
taught how to drive prop-
erly, so I don’t need to have 
winter tires.’ I just look at 
them and roll my eyes and 
shake my head.”

Williams’ women’s car 
care clinic takes place Sat-
urday, March 1 at Leroy’s 
Auto Centre, 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Contact Mela-
nie@leroysautocare.net to 
register.
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CATHY DIAMOND
PHARMACIST

FR
EE

DELI
VER

Y

OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 10am-5pm; Closed Sundays519-669-828210 Church St., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST /OWNER

P H A R M A C Y

• Compounding

• Compliance Packaging

• Free Blood Pressure
   Check

• Free Blood Glucose
   Monitor & Teaching 

• Ostomy & Home
   Health Care

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wellesley continues to tweak new planning document
WILL SLOAN

Wellesley moved one 
step closer to adopting a 
new Official Plan this week, 
as planners from the Region 
of Waterloo proposed minor 
changes to the township’s 
overarching planning docu-
ment. 

The OP needs to be ap-
proved by township council 
before it heads to regional 
council later this year.

On Tuesday, regional 
planner David Galbraith 

brought to council a sum-
mary of recommenda-
tions, as well as comments 
received during the public 
consultation of Official Plan 
Amendment 7 (OPA7).

Among the changes, the 
OPA7 includes a revised 
planned township structure 
(comprised of five distinct 
areas: Wellesley urban; rural 
settlement; rural employ-
ment; rural mixed-use/ag-
riculture clusters; country-
side) to guide development; 
new watershed and source 

water protection policies for 
the township’s groundwater 
resources; and the develop-
ment and integration of a 
diverse range of housing.

There is also a policy giv-
ing the township the ability 
to reconsider countryside 
boundaries by switching 
land from other develop-
ment areas, as long as there 
is no net increase.

The township’s most 
important planning docu-
ment, the Official Plan 
outlines rules for land use, 

housing, environmental 
protection, infrastructure, 
resource management, 
and other issues. Since the 
plan’s last review in 2003, 
several regional and pro-
vincial policy changes have 
come into effect, includ-
ing the Provincial Places 
to Grow Act (2005), the 
Provincial Growth Plan for 
the Greater Horseshoe area 
(2006), and the Regional 
Official Plan (2010, but still 
pending).

The township initiated a 

review of its Official Plan in 
June 2013 in cooperation 
with the Region of Waterloo. 
Council is expected to ap-
prove OPA7 at its March 3 
meeting, with consideration 
and approval by the Region 
of Waterloo in mid-2014. A 
public consultation process 
was held in November and 
December.

The next stage of the re-
view will focus on site-spe-
cific planning issues, with 
an assessment of current/
future development needs, 

to begin later this year.
The current Regional Of-

ficial Plan was approved by 
the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing in 2010, 
but was appealed to the 
OMB in 2011 and is still un-
der adjudication. Pending 
Wellesley council’s approval 
of OPA7, the region will de-
fer its decision on some af-
fected policies when it looks 
at OPA7 later this year.

Detailed documents relat-
ing to OPA7 are available at 
www.wellesley.ca.

Falling between Fri-
day’s ceremonial first 
tap and the upcoming El-
mira Maple Syrup Festival, 
Shrove Tuesday offers up 
an ideal opportunity to 
throw some pancakes on 
the griddle and smother 
them in sticky goodness.

Though the current 
deep-freeze has the flow-
ing sap on hold, there’ll 
undoubtedly be a few 
bottles of syrup available 
in the run-up to March 4 
as people get into the spirit 
of the event also known 
as Pancake Tuesday, Fat 

Trinity United firing up the griddle 
in advance of Shrove Tuesday

ELENA MAYSTRUK Tuesday and, in French, 
Mardi Gras. Among those 
joining in will be Elmira’s 
Trinity United Church, of-
fering up a pancake lunch 
on Sunday.

“Following worship we 
will have a pancake lunch 
…it's pancakes and sau-
sages,” said Trinity’s Susan 
Beinarovics.

 Opening up the lunch to 
the public is something the 
organizers try to do every 
year, she noted.

 This begs the question, 
are the pews just a little bit 
fuller on the Sunday before 
Pancake Day? 

“Oh, usually if we have 

food more people show up, 
yes,” she laughed. 

Shrove Tuesday precedes 
Ash Wednesday, the first 
day of Lent, in many Chris-
tian religions, a 40-day 
fasting period which leads 
up to Easter. The day gives 
those who observe (and 
many who don’t) a chance 
to expand their waistlines a 
little by eating hearty foods 
in preparation for a time of 
abstention. 

The association with 
pancakes comes from the 
food’s richness in eggs, 
butter and – with the ad-
dition of the sticky stuff 
– sugar. In many cultures 

fasting amounts to refrain-
ing from foods that give 
pleaser such as sweets, 
meats and dairy. 

Trinity’s worship com-
mittee and youth group 
are going to be flipping the 
flap jacks that day and this 
year the youth have taken 
some more initiative. 

“They’ve always helped 
out but this is the first time 
they’ve taken a leadership 
role in it,” Beinarovics said. 

Worship finishes be-
tween 11 a.m. and 12 p.m. 
and that’s when the public 
can join for the meal at 21 
Arthur St. N. Free-will of-
ferings are welcome.

Members of Trinity United in Elmira were gearing up this week for a Sunday pancake lunch in the church kitchen to celebrate Shove Tuesday (March 4).  Among those ready for the feast 
before Lent are Linda Hastings, Barb Taylor, Bill Cummings and Susan Beinarovics.  [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

International 
Women’s Day 
event takes 
to the train

ELENA MAYSTRUK women’s holiday, cel-
ebrated since the early 20th 
century, Zonta will fly its 
banners in promotion of 
an international campaign. 
The 16-day Zonta Says No 
campaign started in 2012 
to promote issues sur-
rounding violence against 
women. 

Last year Zonta Kitchen-
er-Waterloo held the first 
Women’s Day event on a 
Kitchener bridge during 
rush hour traffic to draw 
the public’s attention. 

“Everybody is invited to 
wear orange, which is the 
official colour of the UN 
Secretary’s campaign to 
end violence against wom-
en and girls,” Gatti said. 

UNiTE to End Violence 
Against Women was 
launched in 2008 by the 
United Nations in an at-
tempt to protect the rights 
of women and girls through 
changes in law, data collec-
tion, cooperation of nations 
and the establishment of 
campaigns.  

“We are going to be hav-
ing a number of events on 
the train ride to educate 

Saying no to violence 
against women through 
discussion, education and 
celebration on March 8, 
International Women’s 
Day will be filled with 
train whistles as a regional 
women’s event kicks into 
gear on a Waterloo Central 
Railway train ride from Wa-
terloo to St. Jacobs.

“Through this event we 
are trying to raise aware-
ness about violence against 
women and girls. For the 
second year now we’ve 
been doing an event on 
International Women’s Day. 
[This year] we’ve invited 
the public to join us on the 
train,” said Anita Gatti, 
chair of advocacy at Zonta 
Kitchener-Waterloo, a 
branch of the international 
women’s organization. 

Chartered in 1978, local 
members strive to improve 
quality of life for women 
and girls through fundrais-
ing efforts and scholar-
ships while Zonta Interna-
tional has connections to 
the United Nations and the 
Council of Europe. 

Coinciding with the TRAIN | 4
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MarchBreak
ACTIVITIES

PRESENTS:THE OBSERVER

Check out these entertainers at the library! 
Tickets are $3 per person or two for $5; 

everyone attending the show must have a ticket.

Visit www.rwlibrary.ca for the full schedule of 
March Break events and special programs available 

at all Region of Waterloo Library branches. 

Thurs., March 13 - 10:30 a.m. | at Bloomingdale Branch 519-745-3151

ALL AGES

AGES 5 AND UP

Five the Magician ALL AGES

Wed., March 12 - 2 p.m.  | at Elmira Branch 519-669-5477

Thurs., March 13 - 3 p.m. | at St. Jacobs Branch 519-664-3443

Thurs., March 13 - 7 p.m.  | at Linwood Branch 519-698-2700

Music with Erick Traplin
Thurs., March 13 - 10:30 a.m. | at Wellesley Branch 519-656-2001

Reptile Show with Hamilton reptiles

ALL AGESPandora’s Sox: Puppets & Songs
Thurs., March 13 - 10:30 a.m. | at St. Clements Branch 519-699-4341

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 12th Annual

March Break Madness
Skills Camp
Monday-Wednesday
March 10,11,12, 2014

REGISTER NOW:

for boys and girls
age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

March Break Day & Overnight Camps (Ages 5 – 13)
Non-stop outdoor fun at our winterized facility!

YMCA Camp Ki-Wa-Y – 519-699-5100

kwycamps.ca

the public and make them 
more aware of the issue and 
also do a few fun things,” 
Gatti said. 

Signs will be placed in 
the windows of the train to 
draw attention to riders at 
stops and railway crossings, 
she added. Zonta will be 
looking for signatures for 
a petition on human traf-
ficking legislation. Stories 
about everyday women, 
who inspire as well as wom-
en of renown in history, will 
be told and discussions will 
centre on issues faced by 

women today.
“We think of women who 

have been pioneers in their 
field. Women like Amelia 
Earheart; women like Ma-
lala Yousafzai who would 
relate to a lot of young 
women in terms of the right 
of young girls in develop-
ing countries; women like 
Hillary Clinton and Nellie 
McClung.”

International Women’s 
Day has been celebrated 
for more than a century. 
In 1909 the first National 
Woman’s Day was observed 
across the United States on 

February 28. Then in 1910, 
women from 17 countries 
attending an International 
Conference of Working 
Women in Copenhagen 
called for an annual Wom-
en’s Day. Following that, in 
1911, International Women’s 
Day (IWD) was celebrated 
for the first time in Austria, 
Denmark, Germany and 
Switzerland on 19 March. 
The date was permanently 
changed to March 8 after 
Russia celebrated their first 
International Women’s Day. 
For Zonta’s local members 
March 8 is a time to reflect 

on the past and look to the 
future. 

“For us it’s a day to take 
stock of where we are at, 
celebrate our achievements 
and look forward to the 
work that still needs to be 
done in order to advance 
the status of women,” Gatti 
said. 

After a short stop in St. 
Jacobs, the train will be 
heading back to Waterloo. 
Visitors will be arriving at 
10 a.m. and boarding the 
train at 10:30 a.m. at WCR’s 
Waterloo station (10 Father 
David Bauer Dr.).

TRAIN: International Women's Day set for March 8
FROM | 3

Jablonski (Kobryn, Cam-
pagnolo) struck back with 
a goal at 12:41, and Kobryn 
(Brubacher, David Savery) 
followed at 18:26.

Neither team managed 
to score in the third period, 
but Elmira consistently 
outshot the rivals, 47-23 
by the end of the game. 
Still, Flanagan says the 

team shouldn’t rest on its 
laurels.

“I think for about 50 of 
the 60 minutes, we had a 
good intensity level,” he 
said.“They really changed 
the momentum in the first 
10 minutes of the third pe-
riod, and we really had to 
battle hard to even it up in 
terms of momentum. To-
wards the end, a few penal-

ties were called and our 
guys did a good job of it.”

The Kings are the odds-
on favourites – they fin-
ished second-place in the 
conference during the GO-
JHL’s 2013-14 season, while 
the Bombers were seventh. 
But Flanagan acknowl-
edges that there are plenty 
of challenges ahead.

“The danger against 

Brampton is, their inten-
sity level rarely drops. You 
can’t get comfortable, you 
can’t think, ‘Oh, we’ve got 
the game won,’ because 
they’re right down your 
throat right away.”

In Brampton on Friday, 
the Kings return home to 
continue the series at the 
WMC on Sunday. The puck 
drops at 7 p.m.

KINGS: Series returns to Elmira Sunday for game three

DRIVER TAKEN TO HOSPITAL AFTER NORTHFIELD ROLLOVER

Conestogo firefighters were called to the scene of a single-vehicle rollover Monday afternoon on Northfield Drive near Country Lane. The driver of the Honda CR-V was transported to 
hospital by ambulance. [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

FROM | COVER

Brad Kobryn sinks one in the Bombers’ net. The Sugar Kings are the odds-on favourites for the series – they finished second in the conference, with the Bombers ranking seventh. 
[WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

1.5% raises for 
staff, councillors 
in Wellesley

Wellesley councillors this week 
approved a 1.5 per cent cost of living 
increase covering all full-time and 
part-time staff, including firefighters, 
and councillors themselves.

The motion, which passed 
unanimously at Tuesday night’s 
meeting, will be retroactive to January 
1. The combined cost of non-union 
staff ($19,016.20) and council ($895.22) 
is $19,911.42 for 2014.

Poor conditions 
lead to collisions

Thursday’s plummeting temperatures 
and high winds brought whiteout 
conditions to roads in Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships, leading to a 
string of collisions.

The Elmira area was particularly bad, 
with police reporting a high number of 
calls for service – by 10 a.m., police had 
already received some two dozen calls 
in the region.  Motorists were warned 
that Arthur Street between Waterloo 
and Elmira might be closed at times 
while emergency crews responded to 

persons in need of help.
Given the lingering poor winter 

conditions, drivers are advised to 
carry communications devices and 
emergency kits in the event they 
require assistance.

MCC heifer sale 
raises $175K

The Mennonite Central Committee’s 
annual heifer sale near Listowel raised 
$175,220 on February 21. Proceeds 
from the event, a perennial on the 
MCC’s calendar since 1982, support the 
organization’s local and international  
charity efforts, with sponsors covering 

all event costs. The auction has raised 
more than $4.2 million since its 
inception.

Region approves 
green grants

Meeting Wednesday night, Waterloo 
Region council approved up to 
$113,205 in grants to fund a range of 
environmental initiatives, including 
nine schoolyard greening projects; 
renewing the tree canopy along 
the Trans Canada Trail in Woolwich; 
creating a pollinator garden; garden 
and park community stewardship; and 
invasive species research.

Rotary Club 
donates $740K

The Kitchener Conestoga Rotary Club 
(KCRC) last week presented $740,000 to 
several charities, including $153,000 each 
to the Grand River and St. Mary’s hospital 
foundations.

“The commitment of the KCRC to 
this community and beyond has long 
been the hallmark of our club”, said 
club president Dieter Kays.  “In 2013 we 
successfully completed our 28th Dream 
Home, the 42nd Lobsterfest and eighth 
Turkey Drive. Each year, our members 
have boldly risen to meet the needs of 

F E B R U A R Y  1 7

9:23 PM | An 18-year-old 
woman crashed a Dodge Calibre 
into the guardrail along Floradale 
Road between Line 86 and Reid 
Woods Drive. No charges were laid 
as strong winds, blowing/drifting 
snow contributed to the accident. 
Speed and inexperience were also 
considered as factors. 

F E B R U A R Y  1 8

9:10 AM | A male driver and 
his female passenger were trapped 
after their Chevrolet pickup rollover 
into the ditch at Fountain Street and 
Riverbank Drive near the Region of 
Waterloo International Airport. 

the community, recognizing an obligation 
to help make a difference in the lives of 
men, women and children in Waterloo 
Region and around the world.”

Employment 
funding OK'd

Regional councillors this week 
approved provincial funding of 
$450,000 for the Youth Employment 
Fund, meant to create employment 
opportunities for at-risk youth through 
job placements. The region's employ-
ment and income support division has 
provided Employment Ontario services 
on behalf of the province since 2010.

Four men face charges following 
fatal shooting in Wilmot Township

A man was found dead 
by police outside of a 
Wilmot Township resi-
dence on February 24. Re-
ports of gunshots on the 
Erb’s Road West property, 
west of Sandhills Road 
brought emergency servic-
es to the scene at approxi-
mately 9 p.m. where the 
body 41-year-old Kitchener 
resident Henry Alexander 
Jarsch was found. 

The body was later trans-
ported to Hamilton for 
post-mortem examination. 

Crawford Edgar Lamka, 
26, of Wilmot Township 
is charged with second 
degree murder and two 
counts of attempted mur-
der. He appeared in the 
Ontario Court of Justice 
on February 24. Claude 
Ouellette, 52, of Kitchener 
is charged with accessory 
after the fact in relation to 
the homicide. 

As well, Denis Michael 
Gagnon and Scott Anthony 
White, both 37-year-old 
Kitchener residents, suf-
fered non-life-threatening 
gunshot injuries believed 
to be related to the incident 
on Erb’s Road. They were 
transported to hospital for 
treatment then released 
into police custody and are 
also currently facing rob-
bery charges.

Police believe the case 
may involved a home inva-
sion in which the tables 
were turned on the would-
be robbers. The suspects 
involved are known to 
police, who said it was not 
“random incident.”

Waterloo Region Police 
Services detectives contin-
ue to investigate. Anyone 
with information is asked 
to call police at 519-650-
8500, ext. 8669 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477. 

They suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries. The road closed during 
the incident, and a snowplow 
was called in to clear away snow 
prior to re-opening the roadway. 
No charges were laid due to the 
poor conditions.

12:43 AM | A 30-year-old 
woman was transported to hospital 
with a severe leg injury resulting 
from getting trapped in her car 
following a two-vehicle collision 
at 1250 Arthur St. N. in Elmira. The 
female driver of the other vehicle 
was charged with ‘careless driv-
ing.’ Firefighters had to extricate 
the injured woman from her 

mangled car. The road was closed 
for emergency services and the 
subsequent investigation. The 
roadway was plowed and salted 
prior to re-opening. 

7:04 PM | An 18-year-old 
Wallenstein man was driving 
southbound in his vehicle when 
it spun out of control and struck 
several mailboxes along Listowel 
Road. Speed was a factor in the 
incident but no charges were laid 
due to poor driving conditions at 
the time. He was not injured. 
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7:41 AM | Extremely foggy 
conditions at the intersection of 
Listowel and Floradale roads led to 
injuries to several cattle after the 

truck transporting them swerved 
into a ditch to avoid an oncoming 
vehicle. Several animals had to be 
put down due to injuries sustained 
during the incident. No one was 
charged due to poor driving 
conditions and the drivers were 
unharmed. The road was closed 
for cleanup. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 

3:07 PM | Minor injuries 
were sustained after a collision 
between a transport truck and 
car at the Sawmill Road and 
Arthur Street roundabout near 
St. Jacobs. Emergency crews were 
initially called to the scene for a 
possible car fire but the illusion of 
smoke was caused by dust from 
deployed air bags. 

PAIR OF VEHICLES COLLIDE IN ST. JACOBS

Significant damage was caused to the fronts of two vehicles after a crash at King Street North and Printery Road in St. Jacobs on February 
25. A short stretch of King Street was partially blocked for the investigation.   

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside
Choking/CPR/Defibrillator Training

(NO CERTIFICATION)

REGISTRATION DEADLINE MARCH 6TH 2014

$50 / PERSON
includes
study guide

Wish you knew how to use the Defibrillators
you see in our public facilities?

Floradale Mennonite Church
Saturday, March 8th 2014
8:30am to approx. 1pm

Contact Dan Bender: dkgsbender@gmail.com or 519-699-5032

Ever wished you
had CPR training?

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

ELMIRA
WED. MARCH 5 @ 12:30pm - 2:30pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$28.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

3:53 PM | The driver of a 
grey Chevrolet crew cab pickup 
truck lost control on slippery 
roads and veered into a snowbank 
while pulling a trailer full of cattle. 
Neither the 39-year-old male driver 
nor livestock were injured and no 
charges were laid. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 1

7:18 AM | A three-vehicle 
collision at Katherine Street and 
Sawmill Road in Woolwich Town-
ship caused minor damages to the 
cars involved. No one was injured 
and no charges were laid due to 
poor weather conditions on the 
roadway. 

1:23 PM | A 65-year old Elmira 
man’s truck struck a guardrail near 

3970 Ament Line in Wellesley 
Township. The driver had driven 
off the road due to high winds 
and slush but was not injured. A 
Region of Waterloo environmental 
officer was on scene and the road 
was closed temporarily for salting. 
The truck and guardrail sustained 
minor damage. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 2

6:51 AM | A 19-year old Wool-
wich Township man drove a 2001 
Ford Focus into a telephone pole at 
approximately 1:30 a.m. near 2000 
Maryhill Rd. He then walked home 
and was later charged with ‘fail to 
remain.’ No one was injured.

3:54 PM | A rear-end collision 
resulted in a ‘careless driving’ 
charge for a 72-year-old man 
driving a 1995 Ford Ranger after he 
collided with the back of a Honda 
Pilot driven by a 40-year-old man. 
No one was injured but neither 
vehicle was drivable.

F E B R U A R Y  2 6

12:07 PM | A red truck 
travelling northbound on Hutchison 
Road in Wellesley Township driven 
by a 19-year-old Alma man was 
involved in a head-on collision with 
a southbound van being driven by 
a 77-year-old man from Wellesley 
Township. The Alma man was 
airlifted to hospital with serious 
injuries. The other driver was was 
taken to hospital by ambulance. 
There was no witnesses at the scene. 
Road conditions are believed to be 
a contributing factor. The investiga-
tion is ongoing, and anyone with 
information is asked to contact the 
traffic branch at 519-650-8550, ext 
8856 or email traffic@wrps.on.ca.



6 | COMMENT THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 2014

COMMENT
JOE MERLIHAN PUBLISHER

STEVE KANNON EDITOR

PUBLICATION MAIL AGREEMENT NUMBER 1004840  |  ISSN 12039578

THE VIEW FROM HERE

WORLD VIEW / GWYNNE DYER

WORLD
AFFAIRS

OUR VIEW / EDITORIAL

DONNA RUDY
SALES MANAGER
ELENA MAYSTRUK
REPORTER
WILL SLOAN
REPORTER

PAT MERLIHAN
PRODUCTION MANAGER
JAKE STALLARD
GRAPHIC DESIGN

IT’S COLD OUTSIDE, AS you may have no-
ticed. After a very brief interlude late last week, 
we're back into the deep minuses by midweek. 
Though we’ve now entered March, spring is not 
in the air.

There is, however, considerable heat being generated in 
the ongoing debate about the role of climate change in the 
polar vortex that’s had us in its icy grip this winter.

Those who label climate change models a hoax say freez-
ing temperatures negate the idea of global warming. Ignor-
ing the fact that much of the planet has been experiencing 
the flip side of the coin – from blistering hot weather and 
drought in Australia to milder temperatures in Scandinavia 
and flooding in the UK – there is the issue of confusing to-
day’s weather with decades-long trends.

Scientists, in their usual cautious way, don’t draw any 
conclusions from this frigid patch of weather. What they will 
say, however, is that the vortex’s migration south, bringing 
the cold all the way down to the Gulf Coast, is in keeping with 
what we might expect from the warming we’ve seen in the 
Arctic.

It works like this. The westerly winds of the jet stream, serv-
ing as a divide between cold air to the north and tropical air 
to the south, normally travel at a good clip. Some scientists 
postulate that the warming of the Arctic and melting of the 
ice cap reduce the temperature gap between the cold north 
and warm south, causing the jet stream to slow down. Instead 
of a straight stream with rapids, it becomes more an oxbow 
river, meandering along. The polar vortex is then permitted 
to move further south, and to linger longer – and we’ve seen a 
whole bunch of cold air lingering so far this winter.

Rutgers University professor Jennifer Francis has been 
monitoring the goings-on.

“Occasionally, the polar vortex can shift well south of its 
typical position, or a significant piece of the larger spin can 
break off and plunge south into the U.S. In the case of the 
outbreak this winter, a big southward dip, or trough, in the 
jet stream has been parked over the eastern two thirds of 
the United States for several weeks, allowing a large piece of 
the vortex to break off and move south over Ontario and the 
northern Great Lakes,” she notes.

“We can’t say these extremes are happening because of cli-
mate change, but we can say that they’re more likely because 
of climate change.”

While this winter has been extremely cold, our short-term 
memories also come into play in our assessment of the 
weather. The last decade has been particularly warm, offer-
ing up winters some years that hardly warrant the label, with 
little snow and milder temperatures. We come to think of 
that as normal, though the kind of weather we’re seeing this 
season is not unfamiliar to those who’ve been around more 
than a couple of decades. 

Still, there’s no denying there’s been a shift. Those who 
warn us of the dangers of climate change have much to say 
about the kind of extreme weather we’re seeing more of. 
We’re not to confuse today’s weather with the big picture of 
climate, but every anomaly adds to the evidence.

If climate models are on target, we can expect more ex-
treme weather ahead, even putting aside the human contri-
bution to global warming/climate change.

Ontario falls prey to a number of natural hazards: drought, 
heat waves, floods, rain, snow and ice storms, tornadoes, and 
even hurricanes, although they’re rare. Small changes in av-
erage climate conditions are expected to generate significant 
changes in extreme events.

It's likely to be a bumpy ride. Best to buckle up.

It seems we can 
expect yet more 
frightful weather

When Mordechai 
Vanunu, a humble Israeli 
technician who worked 
for years at Israel’s secret 
nuclear site at Dimona, 
spilled the beans about 
Israel’s nuclear weapons in 
1986, very bad things hap-
pened to him. He was lured 
from safety in England 
for an Italian holiday by a 
woman who was an Israeli 
secret agent, drugged and 
kidnapped from Italy by 
other Israeli agents, and 
imprisoned for 18 years (11 
of them in solitary confine-
ment).

When Avraham Burg, 
the former speaker of the 
Israeli parliament, said 
last month that Israel has 
both nuclear and chemical 
weapons (you know, like 
the nuclear weapons that 
Iran must not have and 
the chemical weapons that 
Syria must give up), noth-
ing bad happened to him 
at all. He is protected by 
the Important Persons Act, 
the unwritten law that gets 
powerful and well-connect-
ed people off the hook in 

The ongoing saga of Israel's nuclear hypocrisy
every country.

They didn’t even go after 
Burg when he said that Is-
rael’s long-standing policy 
of “non-disclosure" (never 
confirm or deny that it has 
nukes) was “outdated and 
childish.” But even 10 years 
after Vanunu finished serv-
ing his long jail sentence, 
he is not allowed to leave 
Israel, go near any foreign 
embassy, airport or border 
crossing, or speak to any 
journalist or foreigner.

Vanunu defies the Israeli 
authorities and speaks to 
whomever he pleases, of 
course. But he really can’t 
get out of the country, 
though he desperately 
wants to leave, and his 
decision to live like a free 
man gives his watchers the 
pretext to yank his chain 
by arresting him whenever 
they feel like it.

The Israeli government’s 
excuse for all this is that 
he may still know secrets 
he might reveal, but that is 
nonsense. Vanunu hasn’t 
seen Dimona or talked 
to anybody in the Israeli 
nuclear weapons busi-
ness for 30 years. What 
drives his tormentors is 
sheer vindictiveness, and 
he may well go on being 
punished for his defiance 

until he dies – while Avra-
ham Burg lives out his life 
undisturbed and offers oc-
casional pearls of wisdom 
to the public.       

So here are the “secrets” 
that Vanunu and Burg 
revealed, in rather more 
detail than Burg chose to 
give and in a more up-to-
date form than Vanunu 
could give from personal 
knowledge.

Israel has a minimum of 
80 and a maximum of 400 
nuclear weapons, those 
limits being based on cal-
culations of the amount 
of fissile material that it 
has enriched to weapons 
grade. The best guess is 
that the total is around 200 
warheads, most of them 
two-stage thermonuclear 
devices (hydrogen bombs).

At least some dozens 
are “tactical” weapons 
designed to be fired by 175 
mm and 203 mm artillery 
pieces at ranges of 40-70 
km. The remainder are 
meant to be delivered by 
missiles or aircraft, and 
Israel maintains a full 
“triad” of delivery systems: 
land-based missiles, sea-
launched missiles, and 
aircraft.

The missiles are mostly 
Jericho II medium-range 

ballistic missiles, which 
can reach all of Europe and 
most of western Asia. Since 
2008 Jericho III intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles 
(ICBMs) have also been 
entering service, with a 
range that would allow Is-
rael to strike any inhabited 
point on the planet except 
some Pacific islands. Both 
can carry a one-megaton 
warhead.

Why such remarkably 
long ranges, when Israel’s 
avowed enemies are all 
relatively close to hand? 
One speculation is that this 
is meant to encourage cau-
tion in other nuclear states 
(Pakistan? North Korea?) 
that might at some future 
time be tempted to supply 
nuclear weapons to Israel’s 
near enemies.

The maritime leg of the 
triad is highly accurate 
cruise missiles that are 
launched from underwater 
by Israel’s German-built 
Dolphin-class submarines. 
These missiles constitute 
Israel’s “secure second-
strike” capability, since it 
is extremely unlikely that 
even the most success-
ful enemy surprise attack 
could locate and destroy 

DYER | 8

Years from now, the endless winter of 2014 provides kids of today with their own complaints about how they had to walk to school ... in a snowstorm ... uphill ... both ways.
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Lots of talk, but little action in support of the middle class

Much talk in the last 
week of the middle class. 
More specifically, how it’s 
failing, the victim of de-
cades of assault by the cor-
porate state and those on 
the payroll in government.

Oh, it wasn’t put in those 
terms among the main-
stream commentary, but 
the pattern is clear.

The middle class is a 
favourite subject of Justin 
Trudeau and the federal 
Liberals, with the topic 
front and centre at last 
weekend’s convention.

For Stephen Harper and 
the Conservatives, the talk-
ing points revolve around 
some mythical middle 
class family, the one with 
two kids, an income of 
$120,000 and the beneficia-
ry of Conservative policies 
as reiterated in last month’s 
budget. 

Problem is, none of that 
really exists.

First off, Statistics 
Canada – the agency un-
der constant attack by a 
government determined to 

eliminate fact and science 
from governance – puts the 
median family income at 
$76,000. And the govern-
ment’s touting of $3,400 in 
tax savings since it’s been 
in power applies to that 
fictional family that, along 
with the inflated income, 
took advantage of the vote-
buying boutique cuts and 
credits for soccer moms 
and hockey dads. Most of 
the purported savings stem 
from theoretical GST sav-
ings, obviously higher for 
those with larger incomes.

Called out on the facts, 
the government turned to 
the familiar tactic of obfus-
cation. 

This week, we learned 
the Conservatives tried to 
hide a report they commis-
sioned from Employment 
and Social Development 
Canada, the department 
responsible for the employ-
ment insurance fund and 
other income-support pro-
grams. The document, ob-
tained by the media under 
the Access to Information 
Act, paints a very different 
picture from the one con-
jured by the Conservatives 
in their budget presenta-
tion.

Far from the gains 

claimed by Jim Flaherty, 
the report he left on his 
desk shows “the wages of 
middle income workers 
have stagnated,” during 
the study period of 1993 
to 2007, noting, “middle-
income families are in-
creasingly vulnerable to 
financial shocks.”

The timeframe is inter-
esting in that most of  it 
covers a period under Lib-
eral governments, Harper 
having won his first minor-
ity in 2006. The middle 
class has been failing for 
more than three decades 
under a variety of govern-
ments in the West, particu-
larly clear in Canada, the 
U.S. and Great Britain. Not 
prone to missing a chance 
to disparage their prede-
cessors, the Conservatives 
tried to bury the report 
nonetheless, an indication 
of the even larger drop-off 
that occurred since 2008, 
when we were hit by a mas-
sive recession both Harper 
and Flaherty swore would 
not happen.

The Harper fantasy – on 
par with the myth of good 
fiscal management that his-
tory has repeatedly shown 
to be untrue of Conserva-
tive governments – also got 

a dose of reality this week 
from Statscan (those guys 
again) and its “survey of 
financial security.”

While Canadians’ net 
worth has been increasing, 
the hows and whys are il-
luminating.

The study found the 
median net worth of Ca-
nadian family units was 
$243,800 in 2012, up 44.5 
per cent from 2005 and 
almost 80 per cent more 
than the 1999 median of 
$137,000, adjusted for in-
flation. (Net worth is the 
amount family units would 
have if they sold all of their 
assets and paid off all of 
their debts.)

Median net worth 
was highest for family 
units where the person 
with the highest income 
was 55 to 64 years old 
($533,600) in 2012. This was 
almost three times higher 
than for family units where 
the highest income recipi-
ent was 35 to 44 ($182,500). 
Among families of two 
or more persons, lone 
parent families had the 
lowest median net worth 
in 2012 ($37,000) and 
senior families had the 
highest median net worth 
($650,400). 

Not surprisingly, about 
a third of the increase in 
net worth came from real 
estate. The bubble explains 
why growth for residents of 
British Columbia was dou-
ble that of those on the oth-
er coast. Another factor in 
the appearance of growth 
in net worth was the value 
placed on pension plans, 
though fewer and fewer 
Canadians outside of the 
public sector have a work-
place pension. 

The growing inequity 
in wealth distribution is 
pointed out in the study. 
Those in the lowest quin-
tile had a median net worth 
of $1,100 in 2012, while 
those in the highest quin-
tile had a median net worth 
of almost $1.4 million. 

In terms of change, those 
in the lowest quintile saw a 
slight decrease in their me-
dian net worth, down from 
$1,300 in 1999. The fam-
ily units in the top three 
quintiles saw increases 
of about 80 per cent be-
tween 1999 and 2012. 

Differences in home 
ownership and private pen-
sion assets between quin-
tiles help explain these 
changes, Statscan notes of 
the divide that continues 

to grow as home ownership 
gets out of reach, while 
pension shortcomings 
loom larger.

Those findings jibe well 
with an historical perspec-
tive that showed what we 
now take for granted as 
the middle class emerged 
following the Second 
World War, as the economy 
expanded, union mem-
bership was at its highest 
levels (mostly in the private 
sector) and tax rates were 
in the range – as much as 
80 and 90 per cent – that 
are simply beyond worst 
nightmares of today’s 
fervent corporate-tax-cut 
believers.

As this latest study 
shows, the income gap is 
growing, with those at the 
bottom of the spectrum 
moving in the wrong direc-
tion, even as more of us fall 
into the lower ranks.

That richest 10 per cent 
of Canadian families are 
getting richer. They en-
joyed a 30-per-cent earn-
ings increase compared 
to a generation ago, the 
only group to experience 
such gains. This is creat-
ing a new phenomenon 

The 86th Academey Awards are this Sunday. Do you have an Oscar pick?

Not really. But I’m actually really looking 
forward to Noah this year. 

 » Eric Bowman

I loved Wolf of Wall Street although it was a 
highly controversial movie.

 » Candace Kuepfer

All I hope is that Billy Crystal is the MC.

 » Bill Neisch

I don’t really follow the Oscars but I liked Fast 
6. 

 » Connor Peirson

This is terrible but I’m not going to watch 
them. 

 » Roy Scoggins

"I really feel the Region of Waterloo Library needs to re-evaluate its policies." Kathy Brookes | 8

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: When everybody knows, 
there's nothing gained by secrecy
FROM | 6

 » Reporters Without Borders

• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.
• RETAINING WALLS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• SPECIALIZE IN SEWAGE
   TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• INSTALL & REPAIR SEPTIC TANKS
   HOLDING TANKS & WEEPING BEDS 
• SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

the submarines. And fi-
nally, there are American-
made F-15 and F-16 strike 
aircraft that can also carry 
nuclear bombs.

Israel probably tested its 
bomb in the southern Indi-
an Ocean in 1979 in cooper-
ation with apartheid South 
Africa, which was also de-
veloping nuclear weapons 
(subsequently dismantled) 
at that time. The test was 
carried out under cover of 
a storm to escape satellite 
surveillance, but a rift in 
the cloud cover revealed 
the characteristic double 
flash of a nuclear explosion 
to an American satellite, 
Vela 6911.

This was a violation of the 
1963 Limited Test Ban Trea-
ty, which forbids open-air 
nuclear tests, but the United 
States did not pursue the 
matter, presumably in order 

not to embarrass Israel.
The United States did 

not help Israel to develop 
nuclear weapons in the 
first place (France did 
that), and even now Wash-
ington does not really ap-
prove of Israel’s nukes, al-
though it tolerates them in 
the interest of the broader 
alliance. But why, after all 
these years, does Israel still 
refuse to acknowledge that 
it has them?

The only plausible an-
swer is: to avoid embar-
rassing the United States 
in ways that would make 
it restrict its arms exports 
to Israel. But realistically, 
how likely is that to hap-
pen? The U.S. Congress 
will ensure that Israel goes 
on getting all the money 
and arms it wants no mat-
ter what it says about its 
nukes, and it is high time 
to end this ridiculous 
dance around the truth.

There was a profound erosion of press freedom in the United States 
in 2013. After a year of attacks on whistleblowers and digital 
journalists, and revelations about mass surveillance, the U.S. 
plunged 13 spots in the global press freedom rankings to number 46. 
The U.S. faced "one of the most significant declines" in the world last 
year. The U.S. fell as many spots as Paraguay, where "the pressure 
on journalists to censor themselves keeps on mounting."

 » Duff Conacher of Democracy Watch gives the federal Conservatives an "F" grade in 
the organization's annual Good Government Report Card

"The corruption, ethics and spending scandals that have occurred in 
the federal government and almost every province and territory in 
the past year are likely the tip of a large iceberg of wrongdoing in 
government in Canada, and yet Canadian politicians continue to 
refuse to close loopholes in rules and to strengthen enforcement 
and penalties."

 » From the Mar. 1, 2008 edition of the Observer

An explosion that unleashed a blazing fire at a Linwood-area 
harness shop Feb. 22 had firefighters battling throughout the day. It 
took more than 60 firefighters from Wellesley’s three stations, as 
well as assistance from Floradale, to contain the blaze at 4445 
Posey Line. Damage was estimated at $800,000.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

in income distribution in 
Canada: the rich are break-
ing away from the rest of 
society, in a way not seen 
since such information 
began to be collected four 
decades ago.

Essentially, we’re spend-
ing more time at work, 
but 80 per cent of us are 
getting a smaller share of 
Canada’s economy, in good 
times and in bad. Only the 
richest 20 per cent are ex-
periencing gains, and most 
of those gains are concen-
trated in the top 10 per 
cent. For many of the rest 

KANNON: The numbers can be 
used to paint different pictures
FROM | 7 of us, personal debt grows 

as we try to maintain our 
standard of living 

Yes, we have to shoulder 
some of the blame for the 
current personal debt load. 
But it’s really underlying 
government policy – read 
corporate priorities – that 
bears most of the responsi-
bility. Free trade. Deregu-
lation. Outsourcing. Tax 
shelters. Corporate welfare. 
Privatization. Social service 
cuts. Each piece has been 
a step away from the kind 
of social contract we saw 
in the postwar boom years. 
Things aren’t likely to get 
better any time soon.

Why won’t library 
accept donations?

To the Editor,
My youngest daughter 
is an avid reader. This 
week, she went to the St. 
Jacobs Public Library to 
donate some of her books 
that she has read and no 
longer wanted to keep. 
These books are in pristine 
condition. 

I applaud her in that she 
came up with the idea to 
walk the bag of books to the 
library and donate them. 
When she got there, they 

proceeded to tell her that, 
they are not able to accept 
donations.

What? With all the cut-
backs, and funding cuts 
going on, what is the region 
doing having a policy to 
not accept donated books?

My daughter and I were 
really sad to learn this, but 
on a good note we have 
donated the books to an-
other library outside of the 
region. Lucky them.

I really feel the Region of 
Waterloo Library needs to 
re-evaluate its policies.

KATHY BROOKES |ST JACOBS

SHOUT IT.
SHOUT IT LOUD.
ADD VOLUME TO YOUR NEXT PROMOTION.

Woolwich & Wellesley’s must-read community newspaper is the
largest circulated newspaper in the area. Nobody else comes close. 
Check out our rates online at www.observerxtra.com/advertise/media-kit/
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The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario

allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
(519) 669-2632

www.cooperators.ca

From insurance plans made especially 
for farmers to Farm Succession Plans 
to keep your family on the farm, choose 
The Co-operators.

Discover the many reasons to choose 
The Co-operators as your farm insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

95 Southfield Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL

Eldale Veterinary Clinic
Providing Emergency 

and Preventative Health 
Care for your Horses, 

Pets and 
Farm Livestock

Eldale Veterinary ClinicEldale Veterinary Clinic
Providing Emergency 

and Preventative Health 
Care for your Horses, 

150 Church St. W | Elmira | Phone: 519-669-5672

You know your farm like the back of 
your hand; but the same can’t be said 
for many of your workers, especially if 
they are young, new, or returning after 
a time away. And that can put them at 
risk of injury. So how do you convey 

details like hazards on the farm to them 
in a comprehensive and consistent way? 
An orientation program can help.

Start with the basics. Review harass-
ment and working alone policies, basic 
safety rules, and restrictions on smoking, 
drug and alcohol use. Go over standard 
operating procedures and other farm-
specific practices and procedures such 
as livestock handling, farm vehicle us-
age, equipment servicing and safe zones 

where children or pedestrians may be 
present.

Share specific hazards associated with 
your farm operation. Let workers know 
how they will learn about safety is-
sues and how they can bring concerns 
to management. How often will safety 
meetings be held? Who will conduct in-
spections? How are incidents handled 
and reported? Clarify who should be 

SEE NEXT PAGE | 10

Orienting Young, 
New or Returning 
Farm Workers
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Hatchery
Ltd.

80 Northside Drive
St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

www.freyshatchery.com

“Quality Chicks in Brown Egg Breeds”

Tel. 519-664-2291             Fax 519-664-3491

TF: 1-800-265-8858   

Feeding Success

L: 519-669-5143   
www.wfs.ca

“Family Owned Since 1938”

7293 Line 86 Wallenstein Ph: 519-669-5176

R.R. #2, Drayton, Ontario | N0G 1P0

CLEAN FIELD SERVICES INC.

Tel. 519-638-3457 | Fax. 519-638-8966 | cleanfld@hsfx.ca

Nutrient Management Plans 
Seed-Fertilizer-Custom Spraying

519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

R.R.#1 West Montrose | www.grandridge.ca

Local & Long Distance 
Flatbeds  •  53’ Stepdecks

Wallenstein • 519-669-1440

•  Quality Drainage  
 Systems
•  Backhoe Service

A family tradition since 1921

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

519-669-3392

Floradale, ON

Order Buying of Stockers

Livestock Trucking

35 Howard Ave., Elmira | 519.669.3232  
FARM | TRUCK | INDUSTRIAL | ON-THE FARM SERVICE

The Quality You Demand,
 the Service You Deserve

notified for each specific situation.
Go over PPE requirements and expec-
tations and provide training on their 
proper use, care and maintenance. Do 
you require safe footwear, respiratory, 
hearing, or other forms of protection 
to be worn? And share your emergen-
cy contacts, locations of emergency 
equipment such as first aid kits, extin-
guishers, eye wash stations, muster 
points, rescue plans and emergency 
responsibilities with all new workers. 
Emergency response protocols should 
be a critical component of your orienta-
tion program.

When it comes to orientation, young 
workers (16 to 18 year olds) need the 
most support. They tend to generalize 
their skills from one task to another, feel 
they are immortal and “can’t be hurt,” 
and believe they possess the size and 
strength to overcome any problem. Don’t 
take their word for it. Make sure to train, 
supervise and coach them in a way that 
matches them with suitable job tasks.

FROM | 09

New workers need a different approach, 
with a focus on on-the-job training. 
Don’t assume that they will know how 
to do something on your farm, even if 
they have performed a similar task at 
another operation. Every farm is differ-
ent, so review all relevant points with 
new workers while they are actually 
doing a specific job task. Then evalu-
ate their capability to perform the work 
according to your expectations. Once 
workers have proven that they can 
perform the job competently and safely, 
“sign off” on their performance. Then 
keep up supervision to confirm that 
they continue to perform the job tasks 
correctly and safely.
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18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Day-old chicks • Started pullets 

Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
 Turkeys • Ducks • Geese

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com 

“Proud to be part of the community.”

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca | www.linwoodvet.ca

Concentrating on Herd Health,Preventative 
Medicine and Embryo Transfers

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

519-669-1561
1-800-665-1561

6805 Line 86 W
Elmira, Ontario

WATCH FOR 
POSTED 
SAFETY 
SIGNS!

Licensed Grain Elevator
Crop Inputs and Services
Pioneer Brand Products

R.R.#1 Waterloo    519-744-4941

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

7055 Wellington Rd. 12
RR2, Drayton, Ontario N0G 2P0

  Phone : 519-638-5870
Fax : 519-638-5380

519-638-5870

Tractor Safety
March is an excellent time to run a 
pre-season safety check of all ma-
chinery and equipment on your farm. 

Getting the tractor out of the barn in 
early spring -- especially if you live in a 
cold climate -- is nearly as big an event 
as the first sprouts in the garden or 
buds on the trees.

If your farm tools and equipment have 
been mostly in storage during the win-
ter months, check out this list of basic 
tips to get them ready for the growing 
season.

Tractors and Equipment Checklist

•If you haven’t already, adjust brakes, 
clutches and drives, according to the 
manual. Make sure they’re in working 
order.

•Ensure steering, ignition and exhaust 
system are in top condition. 

•Check and/or change the fluids (dif-
ferential, transmission and hydraulic 
fluids oil etc.) to ensure purity and 
removal of water that may have con-
densed. 

•Check the cooling system. Look for 
cracks from freezing and leaks. 

•Check all rubber hoses and plastic 
parts like fans for cracks. 
•Belts may become brittle and crack.  
Replace them if they are worn. Check 
that belts and pulleys are at the proper 
tension. This reduces slippage. 

•Check that intake guards and shields 
on grain augers secure. 

•Check that all power take-off units 
have shields and are back in place if 
they were removed.

Conestogo Tel: 519-664-2237

Mount Forest Tel: 519-323-1880 

-A complete line of 
quality feeds for Dairy, 

Beef, Swine, Poultry and 
Horses.

-Animal health products
-Custom nutritional 

programs

Tavistock Tel: 519-655-3777

Toll Free: 1-800-265-2203
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B AWARDS

Three kings named all stars
GOJHL Midwestern Conference 
celebrates the year with awards 
banquet as regular season wraps up

ELENA MAYSTRUK

GALEA | 14

OPEN
COUNTRY

Putting
better 
memories 
on ice

Recently, a book 
called “The Future of 
the Mind: the Scientific 
Quest to Understand, En-
hance, and Empower the 
Mind” made amazing 
claims about what science 
and medical research is 
working towards regarding 
the brain. Needless to say, 
there were lots of interest-
ing concepts and predic-
tions, but the one that 
most directly affects a guy 
like me is the claim that in 
the future it might be pos-
sible to download human 
memory as data onto some 
sort of electronic plug-in 
device. 

The thought behind 
this is that, diseases like 
Alzheimer’s or brain in-
juries might be mitigated 
by reloading up-to-date 
memories into the victim 
until an actual cure for the 
problem can be found. It 
is fascinating stuff that I 
hope we will all eventually 
benefit from.

Having said that, it will 
probably spell the end of 
ice fishing. 

You see, part of the rea-
son I, and everyone else, 
returns to the hard water is 
because we don’t fully re-
member all the things that 
happened the last time we 
were out.

For example, I went yes-

NOT SO GREAT

OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Sugar King forward 
Adam Campagnolo was 
named a first-team all star, 
while defenceman David 
Savery and netminder 
Hayden Neuman made 
the second team as the 
GOJHL’s Midwestern Con-
ference doled out the hard-
ware Monday night.

The awards banquet was 
held following last week-
end’s wrap-up of the 2013-
14 regular season.

“Every year I find the 
players take something 
away [from the event]. It’s 
a very heartfelt acknowl-
edgement of the players. 
You’re on the verge of the 
season potentially finish-
ing in a week or moving on 
and I think the guys really 
take that to heart,” said 
Sugar Kings general man-
ager Paul Jennings.

With the regular season 
done, the real work is about 
to start, said Shawn McKel-
vie, chairman of the board 
for the Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey  League to 
the full house gathered 
at  Kitchener’s Conestoga 

Place banquet hall. 
“This is serious stuff; 

you’re going to get a lot of 
coverage where maybe you 
haven’t before in terms of 
the press and the exposure. 
This is your opportunity to 
shine. Five-hundred and 
fifty-two guys in Ontario 
are going to participate to 
get the Southerland Cup, 
and only 23 are going to 
celebrate 10 weeks from 
now. Hopefully it will be 
somebody in this room. 
The odds are slim, so if 
you are going to be part 
of that slim majority you 
better decide right now.” 

Several promising 
Sugar Kings were consid-
ered for awards this season. 
Jonathan Reinhart was a 
nominee for the RJ Memo-
rial Trophy for rookie of the 
year, while Mitch Wright 
was named a candidate for 
player of the year and Da-
vid Savery for best defence-
man. A nomination for best 
sportsmanship and ability 
went out to Brad Kobryn, 
best defensive player to 
Rob Kohli and another 
nomination to Cass Frey 
for the Leroy Jamieson Me-

Sugar Kings Hayden Neuman, Adam Campagnolo and David Savery were named to first and second all star teams during Monday’s GOJHL 
Midwestern Conference hockey banquet prior to the first game of the playoffs.   [ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

MARTIN’S PHARMACY

TEL: (519) 664-3785    FAX: (519) 664-2170 Alan S. Martin B.Sc. Phm
Pharmacist / Owner

PROUDLY SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 10 YEARS.

MARTIN’S PHARMACY • 10 Parkside Drive, ST. JACOBS

MARTIN’S PHARMACY
STORE HOURS:

Monday,Tuesday & Thursday
9:00 am - 7:00 pm

Wednesday & Friday
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

FREE DELIVERY TO RESIDENTS OF ST. JACOBS, ELMIRA, WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP & NORTH WATERLOO

Services Available
• Home Healthcare Supplies • Diabetic Supplies  • Blood Glucose Monitor Training 

    • Free Blood Pressure Test  • eFill Prescription Reminder 

ST. JACOBS

morial Award. 
(At Sunday’s home game, 

Savery and Wright also 
shared the Barbara Schae-
fer Memorial Trophy for 
fan favourite.) 

Looking back over the 
season, McKelvie declared 
it a success not only due to 
player accomplishment but 
the popularity of the boys 
within their respective 

communities. 
The 2013-2014 regular 

season saw 49 games, 
scaled down from last 

As they wrapped up 
their 2013-14 season and 
just barely clinched second 
place in the conference, the 
Elmira Sugar Kings were at 
their best and their worst 
last weekend.

Kings split a pair to end the season
Coach sees a lesson in the importance of intensity in loss to Siskins, OT victory over Dutchmen

WILL SLOAN

BANQUET | 14

With a 4-2 loss against the 
Waterloo Siskins on Febru-
ary 22, and a 4-3 overtime 
victory against the Kitch-
ener Dutchmen on Febru-
ary 23, the mixed results 
showcased both the team’s 
strengths and weaknesses 
as they head into the first 

round of playoffs against 
the Brampton Bombers.

“We have good goaltend-
ing, and we have players 
who are very skilled,” said 
head coach Jeff Flanagan. 
“Our vulnerability, I think, 
is our intensity level. If we 
don’t come with full, 100 

per cent intensity, we’re 
not very good. Our guys 
know that, too – if we’re not 
coming out hard, we have a 
difficult time.”

In Waterloo on Saturday, 
the Siskins came out strong 
in the first period: with the 
Kings running into penalty 

trouble, the Siskins potted 
three goals in quick suc-
cession (at 16:57, 18:29, and 
19:28). The Kings gained 
momentum in the second 
period, with Alex Mutton 
(assisted by Justin Cooke, 

SEASON-ENDER | 14
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Junior girls golden in taking top spot at CWOSSA, while the senior team took it to the limit in finals

Strong showing for Woodland volleyball squads
ELENA MAYSTRUK

A small school showed 
big heart as Woodland 
Christian High School’s 
junior girls volleyball teams 
dominated the season at 
the Central Western On-
tario Secondary School As-
sociation (CWOSSA) cham-
pionship last week. Their 
senior counterparts at the 
Breslau school also made a 
splash this season. 

“It was a strong season 
for the girls, a very high 
calibre of play in our local 
league, district 8, in junior 
girls’ volleyball – some of 
the strongest teams at that 
level that we’ve seen in a 
really long time,” said ath-
letic director Jamie Wright.

“Our girls were close to 
the top all year.”

The senior girls finished 
third in the regular-season 
standings. Once in the 
playoffs, they  won their 
quarterfinal match against 
Cambridge’s Père-René-

de-Galinée Catholic School 
before moving on to the 
semifinals against St. 
David’s in a close match, 
Wright said.

“It was best-of-five and 
they went to the fifth set 
and lost a very close one 15-
13 in the fifth set, so that’s 
pretty much as close as you 
can get. St. David’s went on 
to win the final in district 
8 easily over Resurrection. 
In essence, the semifinal 
was the final. By the end 
of the game, they were the 
second-best team in dis-
trict 8.”

Based on that perfor-
mance in the local league, 
Woodland’s juniors went 
undefeated at CWOSSA.

“They didn’t lose a set all 
day in any of their match-
es,” said Wright.

The junior Cavaliers 
defeated Valley Heights, 
Georgian Bay and Chesley 
schools, and then faced 
Valley Heights again in the 
final to win the gold medal 

after two sets, 25-17 and 
25-14. 

The young team was 
made up of returning Grade 
10 players and one from 
Grade 9, a rare formation, 
Wright said, and one that 
yielded an advantage. 

“It’s a very talented team 
athletically and in terms of 
skills. We had a couple of 
players who play with club 
volleyball teams, so that’s 
certainly a bonus. But it 
was just a strong team who 
worked together well and 

has been working together 
for two years now. They’ve 
been playing for two years 
solid now which is unusual 
for a junior team. They’ve 
had a chance to develop 
a lot, to gel the team and 
work together.” 

Last year, the girls had a 
very good season as well. 
They finished in third place 
in district 8 and finished 
second at CWOSSA with 
mostly Grade 9 girls on the 
team.  

The senior girls left the 
district 8 games in sixth 
place, though very close 
to the fourth and fifth-
place teams, said Wright. 
They lost a close bout with 
Père-René-de-Galinée in 
the qualifying round for 
CWOSSA. 

“Only one school from 
our district gets to go to 
CWOSSA and they lost out 
by just a few points, so a 
close match. Père-René 
ended up going on to win 
CWOSSA so we were that 
close to making it to CWOS-
SA and then the team we 
lost to ended up winning 
the whole thing,” he added. 

Overall, volleyball holds 
a place as the school’s 
strongest winter sport this 
year, said Wright.

The Woodland Christian High School junior girls volleyball team with their gold medals from the CWOSSA championship. Back row: Jamie Wright 
(assistant coach), Becca Sanchez, Shae Westendorp, Julianna Thomson, Kelsey Kikkert, Julia DeWeerd, Esther Fearon, Nicole Nusselder, Alex 
Geerlinks, Bernadine Verstraeten (head coach). Front row: Michaela Hellinga (captain), Marika Frank (captain). [SUBMITTED]

THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL #1
Feb 22 vs. LL #4
LL1: 2 LL4: 3
Goals: Nathan Martin, 
Tyson Bauman
Assists: Joshua Gibson

Novice: LL #3
Feb 21 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 3 St. George: 1
Goals: Hunter Brown, 
Nathan Lipp, Emmett 
Weissenboeck
Assists: Keegan Martin, 
Luke Schmalz, Nathan Lipp, 
Ethan Martin, Hunter Brown

Feb 22 vs. Paris
Woolwich: 1 Paris: 4
Goals: Nathan Lipp
Assists: Hunter Brown, 
Owen Brown

Atom: MAJOR AA
Feb 22 vs. Flamborough
Woolwich: 6 Flamborough: 3
Goals: Nate Snyder, Kyler 
Austin x2, Cameron Leonard, 
Gavin Roemer, Colton Schmitt
Assists: Colton Schmitt 
x2, Owen Lee, Cole Slade, Kyler 
Austin x2, Evan Roth, Alex 
Hutton, Ethan Birmingham

Feb 23 vs. St. Catherines
Woolwich: 5 St. Catherines: 4
Goals: Ethan Birmingham, 
Alex Hutton, Cameron Leonard, 
Andrew Weber, Kyler Austin
Assists: Colton Schmitt, 
Alex Hutton, Gavin Roemer, AJ 
Mitchell, Owen Lee, Cameron 
Leonard, Evan Roth

Atom: LL #2
Feb 22 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 2 Ayr: 2
Goals: Corbin Schmidt x2
Assists: Will McDougall

Atom: MINOR A
Feb 21 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 1 Owen Sound: 2
Goals: Brett Moser
Assists: Ian Speiran, Carter 
Rollins
Feb 22 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 4 Owen Sound: 3
Goals: Lucas Carson, Liam 
Eveleigh, Ian Speiran, Mitchell 
Young
Assists: Tyler Brezynskie, 
Liam Eveleigh, Lucas Carson, 
Andrew Gear, A.J. Shaw-
McMahon

PeeWee: MAJOR AA
Feb 22 vs. Flamborough
Woolwich: 2 Flamborough: 4
Goals: Owen Harnock, 
Ryan Biggs
Assists: Griffen Rollins, 
CJ Sider

Bantam: MAJOR A
Feb 14 vs. Dundas
Woolwich: 7 Dundas: 3
Goals: Jonah Boehm, Noah 
Zeller, Owen Read, Sheldon 
Metzger, Mitch Newsom, Jacob 
Uridil x2
Assists: Jacob Uridil, 
Mitch Waters x2, Owen Read 
x2, Jordan Gamble x2, Jonah 
Boehm, Brett Henry, Connor 
Martin, Cameron Rose
Feb 18 vs. Halton Hills
Woolwich: 6 Halton Hills: 2
Goals: Noah Zeller, Jonah 
Boehm, Mitch Waters x3, Jacob 
Uridil
Assists: Mitch Waters, 
Jacob Uridil, Noah Zeller x3, 
Cameron Rose, Aaron Logan, 
Connor Martin, Owen Read x2

Bantam: MINOR A
Feb 20 vs. Halton Hills
Woolwich: 8 Halton Hills: 0
Goals: Jesse Sterling, Cole 
Altman x2, Nolan McLaughlin, 
Riley Runstedler x2, Evan 
Gowing x2

Assists: Daniel Carr x2, 
Cade Schaus x3, Jesse Sterling, 
Evan Gowing, Jordan Lee, Brad 
Hale
Feb 23 vs. Brampton
Woolwich: 3 Brampton: 5
Goals: Nolan McLaughlin, 
Cole Altman, Cade Schaus
Assists: Riley Runstedler, 
Cade Schaus, Cole Altman

Bantam: AE
Feb 23 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 6 New Hamburg: 1
Goals: Matthew MacDonald 
x2, Mathew Uhrig x2, Justin 
Uhrig, Garrett Reitzel
Assists: Mitch Rempel, 
Devin Williams, Garrett Reitzel, 
Earl Schwartz, Justin Uhrig

Bantam: LL #1
Feb 23 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 1 St. George: 1
Goals: Daniel Gallant
Assists: Trent Brunkard, 
Liam Catton

Bantam: LL #2
Feb 20 vs. New Hamburg
Woolwich: 2 New Hamburg: 5
Goals: Ryan Diemert, Tegan 
Schaus
Assists: Keean Dowdall, 
Noah Scurry
Feb 22 vs. Plattsville
Woolwich: 4 Plattsville: 3
Goals: Ryan Diemert, Tegan 
Schaus x2, Nathan Horst
Assists: Keean Dowdall, 
Owen Lucier, Mike Devries, Tegan 
Schaus, Noah Rawlinson x2

Midget: MAJOR A
Feb 19 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 2 Owen Sound: 3
Goals: Tyler Seguin, Adam 
Cook
Assists: Alex Uttley x2, 
Cole Lenaers
Feb 21 vs. Owen Sound
Woolwich: 2 Owen Sound: 5
Goals: Alex Uttley, Josh 
Kueneman

Assists: Scott Martin, 
Nicholas Pavanel

Midget: BB
Feb 23 vs. Wilmot
Woolwich: 1 Wilmot: 0
Goals: Cora Kieswetter
Assists: Megan Lair, Emily 
Willms
Shutout: Corinne Roesink

Midget: LL #2
Feb 21 vs. St. George
Woolwich: 4 St. George: 4
Goals: Josh Totzke, Colin 
Hartwick, Dan Rennie, Luke 
Charter
Assists: Jacob Dubue, 
Connor Goss x2, Connor 
Runstedler, Colin Hartwick

Midget: LL #3
Feb 21 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 5 Ayr: 2
Goals: Nick Berlet x2, Colton 
Williams x2, Tristen White
Assists: Calvin Cressman 
x3, Noah Taylor x2, Vince Dally, 
Tristen White

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Feb 22 vs. Cambridge
Woolwich: 2 Cambridge: 3
Goals: Amy Dueck, Taya 
Diefenbacher
Assists: Madison Martin, 
Emily Sargent, Kyla Bloch, Avery 
Grundy
Feb 23 vs. Twin Centre
Woolwich: 1 Twin Centre: 2
Goals: Taya Diefenbacher
Assists: Ayla Brubacher

Novice: LL #1
Feb 20 vs. Wilmot
Woolwich: 4 Wilmot: 0
Goals: Eadyn Meier x2, 
Claire Jacklin x2
Assists: Claire Jacklin, 
Eadyn Meier x2, Makenna 

Kroetsch, Kayla Sargent, Bella 
Roth x2
Shutout: Kaitlyn Hyatt
Feb 22 vs. Ayr
Woolwich: 5 Ayr: 0
Goals: Eadyn Meier x3, 
Kaitlyn Hyatt, Claire Jacklin
Assists: Kaitlyn Hyatt, 
Reese Talbot
Shutout: Alison Martin
Feb 23 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 7 Waterloo: 0
Goals: Eadyn Meier x2, 
Kaitlyn Hyatt x2, Claire Jacklin 
x2, Alison Martin
Assists: Taylor Weber, 
Makenna Kroetsch, Kiatlyn 
Hyatt, Bella Roth x2
Shutout: Tiana Bender

Atom: BB
Feb 23 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 1 Waterloo: 2
Goals: Charlise
Assists: Ella, Sydney

PeeWee: BB
Feb 24 vs. Cambridge
Woolwich: 2 Cambridge: 1
Goals: Jenna Duimering x2
Assists: Hannah Petrosino

PeeWee: LL
Feb 22 vs. Stratford
Woolwich: 2 Stratford: 0
Goals: Maddy Waters, 
Melissa MacDonald
Assists: Brooke 
Richardson, Maddy Waters, 

Rachel Winfield-Ward x2
Shutout: Brianna Fleming

Bantam: B
Feb 24 vs. South Huron
Woolwich: 1 South Huron: 0
Goals: Dana Schaffner
Assists: Leah Bauman
Shutout: Hannah Bettke

Midget: BB
Feb 19 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 2 Waterloo: 1
Goals: Rachel Weber, 
Cassandra Tuffnail
Assists: Marlee Kernick, 

Megan Lair
Feb 22 vs. Waterloo
Woolwich: 1 Waterloo: 1
Goals: Cora Kieswetter
Assists: Meghan Martin

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Bantam: BB
Feb 19 vs. Waterloo
Twin Centre: 3 
Waterloo: 0
Goals: Laura Ridge x2, 
Sophie Jantzi
Assists: Jocelyn Oja x2, 
Laura Weber, Meghan Schnarr, 
Emma Banbury
Shutout: Nicole 
Hendershot
Feb 21 vs. Ayr
Twin Centre: 1 Ayr: 4
Goals: Sophie Jantzi
Assists: Leah Sebben

Feb 23 vs. Cambridge
Twin Centre: 2 
Cambridge: 1
Goals: Lauren Quehl, Nicole 
Snyder
Assists: Jocelyn Oja, Laura 
Ridge, Lauren Quehl

Feb 24 vs. Kitchener
Twin Centre: 1 
Kitchener: 1
Goals: Sophie Jantzi
Assists: Delanie Kidnie

Bantam: LL
Feb 22 vs. Cambridge
Twin Centre: 3 
Cambridge: 1
Goals: Kate Seip, Roxanne 
Ratthe, Sadie Richmond
Assists: Natalee Dietz x3

Feb 23 vs. Stratford
Twin Centre: 1 
Stratford: 2
Goals: Megan Giovanellio
Assists: Julia Dakin

EDSS GIRLS DOMINANT ON ICE

The EDSS girls’ hockey team is on a hot streak. The Lancers beat Resurrection CSS 3-2 on February 20, 
before trouncing St. David’s 4-0 on February 24 and Preston 3-1 at the February 26 championship 
match. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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terday. And while I very 
clearly recall catching my 
limit of two lake trout, my 
recollection gets a bit hazy 
when asked if the fish were 
of any size. And, frankly, I 
like it that way.

Better yet, even now 
my memory of that bit-
ing, frigid cold wind and 
frozen thermos of coffee 
is quickly starting to fade. 
And, until I started writing 
this column, I had totally 

forgotten about the reels 
that malfunctioned be-
cause of ice buildup or the 
rod guides that iced over 
and prevented me from 
landing what appeared 
to be a really good fish. 
Oh, and the treble hook 
that ripped a hole in my 
sweater as I reached into 
the sled for yet another 
fully frozen Timbit. Yes, 
I had forgotten about all 
that too.

There are other things 

I’ve obviously blocked out 
too, as evidenced by the 
fact that I’m not really sure 
why I have these bruises 
or why every muscle in 
my shoulders and back 
aches. And you’d think I’d 
remember what caused 
this nervous twitch, but I 
honestly don’t. 

The best part is by Sat-
urday morning I’ll have 
forgotten all of this – 
which means I’ll want to 
go ice fishing again!

And therein lays the ap-
peal of the sport. Ice an-
glers are optimistic by na-
ture, which makes sense. I 
mean, why else would any-
one risk walking on frozen 
water just for the chance 
of catching a fish?

That optimism is mer-
cifully tempered by the 
fact that we simply don’t 
remember the bad times 
when out on the ice. No 
one recalls how they swore 
at their power auger after 

it took them for a spin. 
We just remember that it 
eventually drilled a few 
holes for us. Likewise, we 
don’t dwell on the face 
plants on the ice while 
running for an active tip 
up. Instead, we remember 
the little perch that was 
caught. 

But should this advance-
ment in brain science take 
hold, we’ll be forced to re-
member every little detail 
of ice fishing trips gone 

bad.  If that were the case, 
no one would ever subject 
themselves to this sort of 
thing again.

Then again, maybe 
those same scientists 
could delete certain mem-
ories from the data gath-
ered while standing over a 
frozen hole. That would be 
superb for the sport.

And, if it’s not too much 
to ask, how about photo-
shopping bigger images of 
fish too?

GALEA: Memory-enhancing technology may not be a good thing for avid ice-fishermen
FROM | 12

® “BMO (M-bar Roundel symbol)” and “Making Money Make Sense” are registered trade-marks of Bank of Montreal, 
used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Corporation Limited, used  
under licence. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Nesbitt Burns Ltée are indirect subsidiaries of Bank of Montreal.  
If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information. 

Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund

Right for me
or right  
for anyone?

Joyce Reimer
Vice President & 
Senior Wealth Advisor
Tel: 519-886-2336

Greg Kurtz
Investment Advisor
Tel: 519-669-4622

BMO Nesbitt Burns Toll Free: 1-800-265-6148

Contact us to discuss.

Work with an Advisor who’ll take the time to know you.

As dedicated professionals we strive to provide a high level of 
service and expertise for all our clients. We can offer in-depth 
market understanding to help build stronger portfolios and an 
investment strategy that’s right for your life.

Stephen Jakiela) and Brad 
Kobryn (Cooke, Craig John-
son) scoring at 3:39 and 
7:19. But hopes of a come-
back were dashed with a 
minute to go in the third 
period, when the Siskins 
scored another power play 
market to make it 4-2.

Things looked bleak for 
the Kings on home ice the 
next day: by the start of 
the third period, Elmira 
was behind 3-1 (only Brad 
Kobryn had scored, at 11:41 
in the second period). And 
yet, the boys in green be-
gan an unlikely comeback 
when Adam Campagnolo 
(Kobryn, Mitch Wright) 
scored 40 seconds into the 
third, and Brodie White-
head (Cash Seraphim, 
Wright) followed at 11:54. 
Whitehead (Kohli) scored 
again at 1:47 in overtime, 
eking out a 4-3 victory for 
the Kings.

“In the first period we 
weren’t great,” Flanagan 
admitted. “In the second, 
we got better, and in the 
third, they only had four 
shots. Our guys played real-
ly well, and how we wanted 
them to play.”

Last weekend’s games in-
volved the top three teams 

in the Greater Ontario Ju-
nior Hockey League’s Mid-
western Conference, with 
Elmira landing in second 
place between Kitchener 
and Waterloo.

The Kings are likely to 
face one of their regional 
rivals if they advance in the 
playoffs.

“We wanted to make 

sure our guys knew that in 
order to be successful, we 
needed to do the things 
that we practiced all year 
well,” said Flanagan. “Not 
special plays – we played 
everybody with everybody, 
and had very few set lines 
tonight. Different centres, 
different wingers, just to 
drive home that it doesn’t 

year’s 51 games, with an 
average 489 fans per game, 
he said. League-wide, 
teams welcomed 317,300 
fans through the doors of 
their arenas, up 10 per cent 
from last season despite 
holding fewer games.

“That’s better than any-
body in the Ontario Hockey 
Association, nobody [else] 

is even close. You guys are 
a fan-favourite; they love 
you where you play. There 
are a lot of people that play 
in front of a lot less people 
and you guys are honoured 
to be a part of that.

“This is the best league 
in Ontario outside of the 
Ontario Hockey League, 
bar none. We’re up because 
we’re the best league there 
is,” McKelvie said.

BANQUET: GOJHL has a good 
year, with strong attendance
FROM | 12

SEASON-ENDER: Looking to take lessons learned into playoffs
FROM | 12

matter who you’re playing 
with, you still have to do 
the little things to be suc-
cessful.”

He added, “You still have 
to work hard; you have to 
win pucks; you have to get 
pucks through to the net. 
That was our message, and 
that’s what makes a team 
successful in the playoffs.”

Sugar King Rob Kohli charges the Kitchener Dutchmens’ net on Sunday for their season-closing game. The team came from behind to post 
a 4-3 overtime win. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

KINGS CELEBRATE A GOOD START TO THE PLAYOFFS

The Kings kicked off the playoffs on home ice Wednesday with a 4-1 win over the Brampton Bombers. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

Mitch Wright and David Savery shared the Barbara Schaefer Memorial Trophy for fan 
favourite, presented at last Sunday’s game.  [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

CONSUMER PROTECTION / MORE FOOD LABELING

Ontario calls for restaurants 
to reveal calorie information

We can all breathe a 
little easier – and eat a little 
better – when the farm 
and food sector is in good 
shape.

Right now, it is, for the 
most part. Certainly some 
problems exist – for ex-
ample, the pig virus that’s 
inching through pork pro-
ducers’ barns mainly in On-
tario is causing that sector 
headaches. But fortunately 
the industry was anticipat-
ing it and took precautions 
to prevent it from being a 
wholesale crisis, like it was 
in the U.S.   

Another woe is the slug-
gish grain movement situa-
tion on the prairies, where 
farmers are fuming over 
railways’ inability to get 
their grain shipped to ports 
from which it’s exported or 
delivered to processors. 

Statistically, this should 
have been a good news 
story. Every year the federal 
government produces an 
annual farm review and 
forecast, showing how Ca-
nadian farmers fared in the 
past 12 months and how 
they’re likely to proceed. 
The new report, released 
last month, shows farm-
ers produced 96.5 million 
tonnes of grain in 2013, a 

A healthy 
and vibrant 
farm sector 
is good 
for Canada

ROBERTS | 16

Legislation would apply to foods prepared by fast food chains, grocers, convenience stores and the like

CALORIES | 16
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Public Health nutritionist Ellen Curitti says calories are only one factor in leading a healthy lifestyle, noting studies of calorie counting are split on the effectiveness of the practice. 
[ELENA MAYSTRUK / THE OBSERVER]

Which is healthier, 
the cobb salad or the 
cheeseburger on the menu 
of your favourite fast food 
restaurant? The difference 
may be smaller than you 
think, which is part of the 
rationale behind new leg-
islation that could make 
Ontario the first province 
to require publicized calo-
rie information from food 
chains. 

It’s something akin to 
labels in the grocery store, 
though without the same 
detail.

Though the provin-
cial government action 
is a positive prospect, its 
Healthier Choices Act is a 
single-pronged approach 
to a multi-faceted issue of 
overall health, said Region 
of Waterloo Public Health 
nutritionist Ellen Curitti.

“Some studies have 
shown that [calorie infor-
mation] makes a small 
change in what people 
order. One of the cons is 
that it is a weight-centered 
approach. We tend to start 
equating weight with health 
and that’s not necessar-
ily the case because even 
if something is lower in 
calories, if it doesn’t have a 
great nutritional composi-
tion it’s still not health-
promoting.” 

The calories may be 
posted, but customers will 
not be able to put them in 
context with the sodium, 

trans fats and sugars that 
are also being consumed, 
she explained.

“[The legislation] also 
doesn’t tell us anything 
about things like fruit and 
vegetable content or whole 
grain content; the nutrients 
that are actually meant to 
promote health. We keep 
approaching obesity with 
calories when the real prob-
lem is that the quality of the 

food supply is degrading.” 
The act, developed in 

consultation with the food 
industry, would require 
calories for food and bever-
ages, including alcohol, 
to be posted on menus 
and menu boards in chain 
restaurants, convenience 
stores, grocery stores and 
other food service premises 
with 20 or more locations in 
Ontario. 

The law would authorize 
public health inspectors 
to enforce menu labeling 
requirements. The fines 
for failing to comply with 
legislation, if passed, would 
range from $500 to $10,000, 
according to the Ministry of 
Health.  

What we eat affects the 
rates of cardiovascular dis-
ease, stroke and nutrition-
related cancers, which Cu-

ritti notes, are not exclusive 
to the obese population or 
prevented by a focus on 
calories.

When it comes to the 
calorie-counting approach, 
the studies are mixed.

 “It depends on who the 
audience is. One very small 
study found that young 
men equated calories with 

ELENA MAYSTRUK

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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major leap from the previ-
ous year’s relatively dismal 
76.7-million tonne crop. 

Farmers blame railways 
for being unprepared for 
the near-record production 
volume. Railways, though, 
say don’t expect miracles 
when you harvest 20 mil-
lion more tonnes of grain. 
No one is happy; the whole 
thing is a debacle.

And unfortunately, that’s 
thrown a pall on an other-
wise upbeat forecast that 
should really be seen in a 
favourable light – especially 

taste. They thought that if 
[food] was higher in calo-
ries it would taste better so 
they started ordering more 
calories, which was an un-
intended side-effect, but I 
haven’t seen that replicated 
in any other study,” said 
Curitti.

Studies are also largely 
divided on the use of calorie 
information. Some popu-
lations, often those that 
are already very health-
conscious, are more likely 
to be swayed by the practice 
of counting calories, while 
other groups studied show 
a disinterest in knowing 
how many calories they 
consume and thus see no 
change in nutritional in-
take. 

A 2013 University of To-
ronto study, ‘Restaurant 
Meals: Almost a Full Day’s 
Worth of Calories, Fats, and 
Sodium,’ found a single 
meal at chain sit-down res-
taurants (defined by table 
service) could average 1,128 
calories; 56 per cent of the 
average daily recommend-
ed intake of 2,000 calories. 

Canada’s Food Guide 
recommends males (aged 19 
and up) to consume 2,500-
3,000 calories in an entire 

the fact that in its report, 
Ottawa predicts that thanks 
largely to good prices and 
a superb grain harvest, Ca-
nadian farmers’ net income 
will remain at the histori-
cally high levels seen in re-
cent years.

That’s good news. In so 
many ways, Canada counts 
on farming. It needs a vi-
brant farm economy.

But some farmers cringe 
when Ottawa proclaims 
near-record levels of any-
thing. They’re embarrassed 
by the appearance of such 
prosperity, not only because 

day and females between 
1,900-2,300 calories, de-
pending on age and activity 
level.  

The Ontario Medical 
Association described the 
province’s state of health 
as an obesity epidemic in a 
release from its president 
Dr. Scott Wooder.

“Ontario’s doctors have 
long supported menu la-
beling legislation. Calorie 
labeling will have an impact 
on what people eat who 
are concerned about their 
health, and we urge that all 
parties support its quick 
approval,” he said.

It’s important for people 
to have some context when 
choosing meals, and calo-
rie information is a good 
start as currently Ontario’s 
consumers play a “guessing 
game,” Curitti added. 

they’re generally a humble 
lot, but because they fear a 
backlash from consumers 
who say food prices are too 
high.

Such angst is unneces-
sary. 

I believe farm leaders 
have an opportunity now 
to step up to diplomatically 
but firmly make no apolo-
gies for Canada’s vibrant 
farm economy. 

They need to help Ca-
nadians understand why 
it’s OK for farmers to make 
money. 

They need to underline 

Still, this is only one step 
to tackling a larger issue 
that encompasses obesity, 
she said. 

“I really do want to em-
phasize that one of the big 
changes in public health is 
we are really trying to take 
the focus off weight and put 
the focus on encouraging 
healthy lifestyles: eating the 
healthiest diet you can and 
being physically active re-
gardless of your weight.”

Putting too much focus 
on people’s appearances 
can be counterproductive 
to promoting healthy life-
styles, she noted.

“Making people feel bad 
about how they look actu-
ally makes it harder for 
them to eat better diets and 
be physically fit. By focus-
ing on obesity we focus 
on those individuals that 
we can see and we pick on 
them and we blame them 
for a lot of problems.”

Canadian data shows that 
about 0.5 per cent of Cana-
dians follow the food guide, 
and only 15 per cent of 
Canadians meet minimum 
exercise requirements of 
150 minutes per week. 

This goes to show, we all 
have some work to do, she 
said.

farmers are running a busi-
ness, not pursuing a hobby. 
And all businesses, not just 
farms, have to make money 
to survive.  

They could remind Ca-
nadians they need the food 
farmers produce. Farmers 
must succeed, to make 
sure we have a secure food 
system. If we’re not pay-
ing them a decent price for 
their crops and livestock, 
but we still expect them to 
be productive, it’s likely the 
government will be called 
on to bail them out, a very 
messy alternative. 

But one way or another, 
we’ll be paying them to pro-
duce food. 

And here’s a final point 
– more and more, farming 
is providing us with food 
we enjoy and food we can 
relate to. 

This weekend through to 
Monday, the Canadian Res-
taurant and Foodservices 
Association holds its annual 
trade show, at the Direct 
Energy Centre in Toronto.   

The Ontario pavilion, 
led by Ontariofresh.ca and 
the Ontario Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Food, is one 

of the most popular draws 
there, thanks to the diver-
sity of food produced and 
processed in this province. 
Megan Hunter, communica-
tions and program manager 
for Ontariofresh.ca, says 
every year demand grows 
for local food and beverages 
from consumers and, in 
turn, chefs and restaurants. 

Who grows local food? 
Local, Canadian farmers. 
They’re providing the es-
sentials of life … and they 
have no reason to apologize 
for being economically sus-
tainable.

ROBERTS: It’s important for farmers to be economically sustainable ... and for everyone to know it

CALORIES: Providing only part of the picture
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Tapping into the 
growing legend 
that is Johnny Cash
Jim Yorfido’s polished tribute show to the Man in Black 
rolls into Elmira Legion Saturday night

WILL SLOAN

When Joaquin Phoenix 
donned the sunglasses 
and guitar to play Johnny 
Cash in 2005’s Walk the 
Line, it sparked a frenzy 
of renewed interest in the 
Man in Black. One man 
who started his tribute 
show just as the frenzy was 
dying down was Jim Yor-
fido – performing tonight 
(Saturday) at the Elmira 
Legion.

“All my friends were say-
ing, ‘Hey man, you’re miss-
ing the boat,’ because ev-
erybody and his uncle was 
doing Johnny when the 
movie came out,” he laughs 
from his home in Fort Erie. 
“I said, ‘I don’t care if I 
missed the boat. I’m doing 
it because I like it, and if 
I’m gonna do it, I’m gonna 
do it good.’ Obviously it 
worked out, and only the 
good survive.”

Such wasn’t necessarily 
the case in 2006. “The leg-
end had grown so big that 
you and my mother could 

go out and do Johnny and 
June, and you guys would 
fill the place,” says Yorfido.

“I remember there was 
a guy here in Fort Erie, 
he was naturally a John 
Denver tribute guy, but he 
was doing Johnny. … I re-
member his quote, he said, 
‘I don’t really try to sound 
like Johnny, I just do the 
songs.’ We try to sound like 
him, and we do the songs.”

With his deep, full voice, 
Yorfido does indeed sound 
like Johnny Cash (although 
he says it’s his hair that 
originally had him pegged 
for the job). While Yor-
fido has been performing 
for years, and kept a few 
Johnny Cash songs in his 
repertoire, it was only in 
the last decade that he 
turned his attention on 
capturing Cash. Even be-
fore Walk the Line, Yorfido 
saw that Cash’s prodigious 
late-period output (notably 
his American albums with 
Rick Rubin) has height-
ened his profile.

“I didn’t even know they 

existed – I didn’t play for 
a while,” he says of the 
American series. “I get to 
this bar, and we’re setting 
up, and this young kid says, 
‘Hey – you gonna do John-
ny Cash?’ I’m thinking, 
‘How does he know I do 

Jim Yorfido finds that Johnny Cash’s mystique has only grown in the decade since his death. [WIKIMEDIA COMMONS, SUBMITTED]
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Johnny Cash?’ That’s when 
I started to realize there’s 
a whole new audience for 
Johnny.”

Unlike many iconic 
entertainers who can com-
fortably coast along on 
their songs from 40 years 

ago, Cash never stopped 
evolving. From the hellrais-
er who hung out with Elvis 
and Jerry Lee Lewis, to the 
Folsom and San Quentin 
Prison days, to the vulner-
able, soulful late-period 
work, there’s been an enor-

mous amount of shading in 
that freight train of a voice. 
Since his start in the 1950s, 
he generated 55 studio 
albums, two iconic live al-
bums, and a steady stream 
of posthumous releases 
that rivals even Tupac.

“He just kept rolling – 
I’m still impressed,” says 
Yorfido. “Who the heck 
records that many songs? 
You have to learn them all, 
you can’t just record them. 
It’s incredible, his staying 
power and stamina in the 
business.”

Indeed, the past decade 
has seen a broadening of 
the public understanding 
of Cash, through Walk the 
Line as well as a revealing, 
bestselling 2013 biography 
by Robert Hillburn. “None 
of that was in the forefront 
when I was young,” says 
Yorfido. “You didn’t hear 
anything about his life-
style, or the stories of how 
he wrote his music. There 
are a bunch of variables 
that you appreciate way 
more once you’re more ma-
ture, and you can see what 
the heck he really went 
through.”

What is it about Johnny 
Cash that fueled such a 
long career – and a mys-
tique that continues well 
after his death in 2003?

“It’s all got to do with his 
charisma,” says Yorfido. 
“You can be yourself and 
you don’t really know how 
charismatic you are, but 
people were just drawn to 
him like crazy. Even do-
ing the tribute, you can 
feel it when people talk to 
you. They know you’re not 
Johnny, but you’re as close 
as they’re getting tonight.”

“A Man in Black Tribute 
to Johnny Cash and June 
Carter” will hit the Elmira 
Legion (11 First St. E.) Sat-
urday at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$30, and can be booked 
ahead of time by calling 
519-669-2932.
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COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

THE LARGEST
CIRCULATION.

PERIOD.

Seed Treater and 
Warehouse Operator

Cribit Seeds/Wintermar Farms is seeking a 
candidate to operate our Seed Treating and 
Packaging facility. Responsibilities include: 
seed treater operations, seed packaging, 
shipping/receiving , product sampling and 
daily production information recording. 
Seed and grain processing experience would 
be an asset but we would be willing to train 
the right candidate. Candidates must be able 
to handle the physical requirements of 
climbing ladders and stairs and be able to lift 
28 kg packages. Candidates should be 
comfortable with basic math equations, data 
entry on excel spreadsheets and equipment 
operation. Individuals must be able to adapt 
to changing production schedules and work 
with other staff in a team environment. 

For a more detailed job description
please contact craig@cribit.com or

by phone 519-664-3701 ext. 25

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

308A or 308R
Sheet Metal Lead Installer

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing 
in Heating, Cooling, and Ventilation. We service 
agricultural, light commercial and residential 
systems.

Currently we are seeking an individual with a sheet 
metal journeyman license who is able to take 
leadership, and keep job sites running smoothly. 
Applicants should be able to work with minimal 
supervision, and have good customer relation skills.

Tri-Mech offers competitive pay and benefits.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to 519-638-3342, or 
by email to jobs@trimech.ca

7877 WELLINGTON RD. 8 P.O. BOX 248 
DRAYTON, ON. N0G 1P0

Part-Time Grocery Clerk & Cashiers Wanted! 
Must be available to work days, evening
and weekends as required.
Interested candidates please submit a No Frills 
Application form to 
 
Paul & Adele’s No Frills 
232 Arthur St. South 
Elmira 
We thank all candidates for their interest, but only
those selected for an interview will be contacted

 

AUCTIONS
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the following opportunities...

Temporary Material Handlers  
Term position: April 2014 - October 2014 

Afternoon & Night Shift Positions 

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service levels 
to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the smooth flow 
of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by picking, packing, 
shipping  and receieving, operating material handling equipment and 
complying with all health and safety regulations, while performing 
other functions as directed by your supervisor.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including walking, 
standing, bending and lifting, you have strong reading, writing and 
number skills, and pay excellent attention to detail. A willingness to 
be trained on power equipment is essential. A high school diploma, or 
equivalent, is preferred.

Rate of pay:  $14.29 per hour (Shift Premium applies on 40 hours/week)

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If you are 
interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please forward your 

resume, quoting Material Handler (#700), by  
Friday, March 7, 2014 to: Human Resources 
Department, Home Hardware Stores 
Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs,  
ON  N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  
Fax: 519-664-4711 (Microsoft Products Only)

AUCTION
Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

Sat. March 8th 9:30 a.m.

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday March 7th 2014, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500.00 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle  

Balance in 48 hours by Cash, Debit or Bank Draft or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

9 - 2010 CROWN VICTORIA’s
2009 Ford ESCAPE XLT 4X4
2009 Ford TAURUS SEL 4dr

2008 Cadillac CTS-4 4dr
2007 Chev 2500 SUBURBAN 4x4

2003 Jeep LIBERTY 4X4
2 - 05/06 Chev 2500 Cargo Vans

2 - 2005 CARAVAN C/V’s
3 - 2004 SAFARI cargo Vans
2004 Ford E450 16’ Cube Van

2006 Buick ALLURE CXL
2004 GMC 2500 Crew 4x4

2006 V W PASSAT 4dr
2003 Ford F250 XL  Pickup
2 - 2005 Ford FOCUS Wgn’s

2003 Chev MALIBU
98  IHC 4700 Diesel 20’ Van

More vehicles arriving Daily!!!
Inside Heated Building!!!

No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!

80 + Police, Municipal, Bankruptcy, Fleets & Others

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP. 
Handle customers calls/
orders. Full time. Must be 
neat, organized and possess 
a friendly, professional phone 
manner. Computer skills 
needed. Must be reliable and 
able to work under pressure. 
Please apply with resume - 
including references to Dan 
at (fax) 519-747-5810 or email 
dan@riepertsalt.com

BUSINESS  
OPPORTUNITY

ESTATE SALE - Cozy Quilts 
and Fabrics. Complete inven-
tory, quilts, fabrics, crafts, 
notions, shelving, quilt 
display racks, contacts for 
quilters and retailers. 519-
669-2148 or 519-669-2218.

FOR SALE

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 
Spring Sale. March 4 to 15. 
10% off all fabrics, 255% - 
40% off selected fabrics, 
10% off tablecloth, Hosiery, 
underwear, books, dishes 
and toys. Bakery Special 
- Wednesday March 5 and 
12 - buy 4 loaves of bread, 
get 1 free. Time to order your 
strawberry plants!

RENTALS

3 BEDROOM HOUSE for rent. 
No smoking or pets. Refer-
ences please. Wellesley. 
Please call 519-656-1086.

BRIGHT, SPACIOUS, 
1-BEDROOM apartment in 
quiet building. Ideal for non-
smoking mature tenant. Close 
to downtown. Avail. March/
April. Phone 519-669-3423.

DRAYTON - 2 Bedroom 
apartment for rent. Available 
immediately. All appliances 
provided, in unit laundry, on 
main floor. $850.00 monthly. 
Call Mildred Frey 519-741-6970.

THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH 

REQUIRES A JUNIOR MUNICIPAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER/

CANINE CONTROL OFFICER
(FULL-TIME, PERMANENT)

The deadline to apply is Friday, March 21, 
2014. See www.woolwich.ca for details 
about this exciting position.

HELP WANTED

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS
OF THE TOWNSHIP

OF WELLESLEY

The matter of the Township of Wellesley Transfer Station closure will be addressed 
at the Regular Council Meeting on March 3rd, 2014 starting at 6:45pm by a repre-
sentative of the Region of Waterloo. Anyone interested in understanding the back-
ground to the decision, is invited to attend.

RENTALS 

ELMIRA DOWNTOWN ONE 
Bedroom, no smoking or pets. 
References required. $575 + 
hydro. Immediate. 519-669-
5431 or 519-669-8582.

REAL ESTATE

COUNTRY PROPERTY - 6 
bedroom house with newer 
addition. 2 miles east of 
Drayton. 519-669-2488 or 
519-504-7933.

GARAGE 
SALES

INDOOR GARAGE SALE. Wool-
wich Memorial Centre, Sat. 
April 26, 7:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Vendors needed. 519-669-6026.
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ANNUAL DRINKING WATER REPORTS
In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, Ontario Regulation 170/03, s. 11 (1), copies of the 2010 Annual Reports are to be made available to the public at no charge. The Township of Woolwich website 
(www.woolwich.ca) has provided a link to the 2013 Annual Reports for the following water distribution systems. Please note that the link is located under Township Services – Engineering/Public Works – MOE Annual Water Report.

•	 Breslau	Distribution	System
•	 Conestogo	Golf	Distribution	System
•	 Conestogo	Plains	Distribution	System
•	 Elmira	/St.	Jacobs	Distribution	System

•	 Heidelberg	Distribution	System
•	 Maryhill	Distribution	System
•	 Maryhill	Heights	Distribution	System
•	 West	Montrose	Distribution	System

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the Municipal Drinking Water Distribution Systems and the quality of its water. If you wish to receive a written copy of the Township of Woolwich’s 2013 MOE Annual 
Reports for any of the above-mentioned Water Distribution Systems, please contact Cynthia Lean, Engineering & Planning Services 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613 Ext. 6041

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the supply and treatment of potable water. An Annual Report is also produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo. The Region of Waterloo website (www.regionofwaterloo.
ca) has provided a link to the Annual Reports. Please note the link is located under About the Environment – Water – Quality and Treatment – Annual Quality Reports. Copies of the Region of Waterloo Annual Reports are available 
by calling 519-575-4400 or can be picked up at the Region’s Headquarters, Water Services Division, located at 150 Frederick Street, 7th floor, Kitchener.

Take Notice that in accordance with the 
Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, 
the Township of Woolwich has received 
complete applications for proposed 
Official Plan Amendment and Zone Change 
and the Region of Waterloo has received 
and circulated a complete application for 
a proposed plan of Subdivision for lands 
owned by Birdland Developments Ltd. 
(i.e. “Birdland”) and located in Elmira, 
which is more specifically described 
below. Please be advised that Notice of 
a Complete Application does not indicate 
whether the municipality is in support 
of, or in opposition to the proposal. That 
determination will be made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a 
Public Meeting, under Sections 17, 34 and 
51 of the Planning Act, to consider the 
following Official Plan Amendment, Zone 
Change and Draft Plan of Subdivision 
applications. No decisions will be made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to the 
public and agencies and to receive comments and information from them.

Property	Description
Birdland’s property consists of a total landholding of approximately 34.6 hectares described as Part Lot 107 
German Company Tract and located at 1143 Listowel Road, west of South Parkwood Boulevard in Elmira (see 
Map 1). The lands are designated Residential and Ancillary / Open Space Land Use Area in the Township’s Official 
Plan and are zoned Agricultural (A) with a site-specific provisions to permit a woodworking operation. The Open 
Space designation recognizes a woodlot area at the north end of the property adjacent to Whippoorwill Drive and 
a floodplain area associated with an existing drainage ditch at the southwest corner of the property. The north 
portion of the lands are within the 1A-1 Policy Area, while the south portion of the lands are within the South-
West Policy Area (Area 1A-2) as detailed and illustrated in the Elmira Settlement Plan Policies in the Township’s 
Official Plan (i.e. Section 7.18).

The portion of lands, totalling approximately 13 hectares, that are subject to these applications include:
•	 an	approximate	11.7	hectares	at	the	north	end	of	the	property	designated	Residential	and	Ancillary	Use	/	Open	

Space Area and within the 1A-1 Policy Area for residential and passive parkland purposes, respectively; and
•	 an	 approximately	 1.3	 hectares	 at	 the	 south	 end,	 adjacent	 to	 Listowel	 Road,	 designated	 Residential	 and	

Ancillary Use and within Area 1A-2 Policy Area for stormwater management purposes.

Official	Plan	(Application	1/2014)	and	Zoning	(Application	1/2014)
Birdland is proposing to amend the Township’s Official Plan, with a site-specific special policy to increase the 
gross residential density of Elmira from 14.8 units per hectare to 17.9 units per hectare. The proposed changes 
to the Zoning By-law to facilitate the development include:

•	 to	rezone	a	5.3	hectare	block	at	the	north	end	of	the	property	from	Agricultural	(A)	to	Open	Space	(O-2)	to	
recognize and protect the existing woodlot area and related buffer;

•	 to	rezone	an	approximate	1.3	hectare	block	at	the	south	end	of	the	property,	adjacent	to	Listowel	Road,	from	
Agricultural (A) to Open Space (O-2) to provide for a stormwater management pond for the development;

•	 to	rezone	the	remaining	lands	within	Area	1A-1	(approximately	6.4	hectares)	from	Agricultural	to	Residential	
Mixed High Density with Design Guidelines (R-5A) and Residential Multiple with Design Guidelines (R-7A) to 
provide for a range of single detached lots, semi-detached lots and street townhouses. In addition, certain lots 
are proposed to include site-specific setback reductions; and

•	 to	delete	the	site-specific	provision	that	permits	a	woodworking	operation	for	the	entire	Birdland	land	holdings.

Subdivision	(Application	30T-14701)
The proposed Official Plan and Zoning amendments will facilitate a residential development consisting of 
84 single detached units, 24 semi-detached units, and 33 townhouse units. The woodlot and the stormwater 
management facility blocks will be conveyed to the Township.

Birdland’s remaining 21.6 hectare portion of the land are not part of the above-noted applications and will 
continue to be zoned Agricultural (A).

For further details or should you have any concerns or comments regarding the proposed development please 
contact our office.

Please Note: 

APPEALS:

Draft Plan of Subdivision
If a person or public body that files an appeal of a decision of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo in respect of 
the proposed plan of subdivision does not make oral submissions at the public meeting, if one is held, or make 
written submissions to the Regional Municipality of Waterloo before the proposed plan of subdivision is approved 
or refused, the Ontario Municipal Board may dismiss the appeal.

Individuals are requested to submit a written outline of any oral submissions made at the Public Meeting to the 
Township Clerk.

Notification: If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo in respect of this 
proposed plan of subdivision you must make a written request to the Regional Municipality of Waterloo, Attn: 
Sylvia Rafalski-Misch, Planning, Housing and Community Services, 150 Frederick Street, 8th Floor, Kitchener, 
Ontario N2G 4J3

Zoning Amendment
If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of a decision of the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
in respect of the proposed zoning by-law does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed:

a) the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Ontario 
Municipal Board; and

b) the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Official Plan Amendment
If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of a decision of the Township of Woolwich in respect of 
the proposed official plan amendment does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the proposed official plan amendment is adopted, the Ontario 
Municipal Board may dismiss all or part of the appeal.

NOTIFICATION: If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed official plan amendment, or of the refusal 
of a request to amend the official plan, additional Township public meetings or Township staff reports regarding 
these applications you must make a written request to Engineering and Planning Services at the Township of 
Woolwich at the address shown at the top of this page.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about the proposed change in writing 
to the Township of Woolwich. Any comments received on or before March 18, 2014 (Note that this date is before 
the public meeting) will be included in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at 
the Public Meeting. Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on 
the applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority of the Planning 
Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public. Questions about this collection 
should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-6005 or 519-664-2613 ext. 
6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background material relating to this 
application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at www.woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:

Township of Woolwich
Engineering and Planning Services Department

Box 158
24 Church Street West

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Telephone: 519-669-1647 / 519-664-2613

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 1st day of March, 2014.

NOTICE	OF	COMPLETE	APPLICATION	 
AND	PUBLIC	MEETING
TUESDAY	MARCH	25,	2014.	7:00	P.M.
TOWNSHIP	COUNCIL	CHAMBERS
24	CHURCH	STREET	WEST,	ELMIRA

OFFICIAL	PLAN	AMENDMENT	APPLICATION	1/2014
ZONE	CHANGE	APPLICATION	1/2014

DRAFT	PLAN	OF	SUBDIVISION	30T-14701
BIRDLAND	DEVELOPMENTS	LIMITED
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www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330 Call Us At
519-669-3373

33 First Street, East
Elmira, ON

BODY MAINTENANCE AT:

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
33 First Street, East

Elmira, ON

RUDOW’S 
CARSTAR 

COLLISION CENTRE 

1-800-CARSTAR
519-669-3373

24 Hour 
Accident 
Assistance

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

GENERAL SERVICES

ORTLIEB
CRANE

• 14 ton BoomTruck

• 40 ton Mobile Crane

& Equipment Ltd.

519-664-9999
ST. JACOBS

24 Hour Service
(Emergencies only) 

 7 Days A Week

GENERAL SERVICES

     • Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning on Location

     • Area Rug Cleaning Drop-off / Pick up Service

     • Bleached out Carpet Spot Repair

     • Janitorial 

     • Carpet Repair & Re-Installation

     • Pet deodorization • Floor Stripping

ROB McNALL 519-669-7607 LONG DISTANCE? CALL 1-866-669-7607

www.completecarpetcare.ca

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

AT YOUR 
SERVICE.

We specialize in getting the word out. Advertise your business 
services in our directory.  Weekly exposure with fantastic results!  

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

Rink Tarps Now in Stock!

The Sharp Shop | 112-D Bonnie Cres., Elmira
519.669.5313

• Millwrighting
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

• Machining
• Mobile Welding
• Maintenance

SteelKore Inc.

Industrial • Commercial • Agricultural

Korey Dowling Cell 519-496-0198
steelkoreindustrial@gmail.com

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

TEL: +1 (519) 574-6734
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Libraries
• Exotic Woods
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Specializing in Paint 
& Wall coverings

27 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA
519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

LAWN MOWING 
PACKAGES
· weekly, biweekly services

FULL FLOWER BED MAINTENANCE
· weeding, pruning, dead heading, 

planting, flowerbed edging, mulch 
delivery & installation

TOP DRESSING & OVERSEEDING
· Triple Mix topsoil & sure start 

overseed grass seed

SNOW PLOWING & ICE CONTROL
· Trucks, Tractors, Skidsteer

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner
Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819

Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

SPECIALIZED SKIDSTEER 
SERVICE 

· Offering a quick and easy way to 
reclaim unused land

· Our tracked skid steer equipped 
with a forestry brush mower can 
handle any long grass/brush

· Trail maintenance and development
· Wooded lot Thinning
· Pasture Reclaimation 
· Orchard Maintenance
· Industrial Lots
· Real Estate Lots
· Cottages

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira

Over 20 Years Experience

Custom Sewing 
for Your Home

Custom Drapery

Custom Blinds

Free Estimates

In Home Consultations

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

WINDOWS & DOORS
ROOFING | SIDING | SOFFIT & FACIA

DRYWALL INSTALLATION

MURRAY MARTIN | 519.638.0772
7302 Sideroad 19 RR#2., Alma, ON, N0B 1A0

Home
Improvements

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

General Construction | 12 Years Experience

Residential & Agricultural • Barns / Shops 
Decks & Railings • Poured Concrete • Driveways & Sidewalks  

Siding, Fascials, Soffits • Interior Renovations

Call Lawrence Metzger
(226) 789-7301

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Just Gardens
Anita Soehner

226.476.2039
rozell_soehner@yahoo.ca

Complete Garden and
Lawn Maintenance

Clean Up | Mulch
Planting | Garden Design

Lawn Maintenance
All Your Gardening Needs

Cell | 519.504.5934

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD
 GAS
 PELLET

CONESTOGO 
1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$250.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other special offers

or coupons. *Expires Feb. 28/14

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-638-2699
www.marwilconcrete.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior DiscountFrameless Showers & Railings

www.RobertBrown.com

 Table and shelf glass
 Ask for a quote… we install

www.RobertBrown.com

1411 King Street, St. Jacobs519-664-1435
info@robertbrown.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call: Jeff Basler, Owner | Office: 519-669-9081 | Fax: 519-669-9819
Email: ever-green@sympatico.ca

ISA Arborculture Certified
Storm damaged

fallen trees/branches
Cutting/removal

Storm damaged
fallen trees/branches

Cutting/removal

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Branch
Removal & Chipping 

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Shrub & Small
Tree Replacement

Stumping and 
Grinding

Stumping and 
Grinding

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Technical Tree
Falling/Cutting/

Removal

Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning
Preventative Maintenance
Limbing and tree pruning

T S D

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

For digging through frozen ground! And light 
demo where clean up as you go is a benefit.
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Demolition
• Back fill compaction plate

INTRODUCING OUR
HYDRAULIC BREAKER BUCKET

1-800-668-4695
519-778-7730 (cell)

BLOWN CELLULOSE (attic insulation)
PROTECTIVE COATINGS
SPRAYED IN PLACE POLYURETHANES
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SELLING 
YOUR HOME?

CONTACT DONNA DRUDY@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH?
Call your Woolwich experts today and book a FREE NO-OBLIGATION HOME EVALUATION. 

 

Alli Bauman
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
CALL DIRECT

519-577-6248
www.elmiraandareahomes.com

Paul Martin
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
CALL DIRECT

519-503-9533
www.homeswithpaul.ca

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426
Solid Gold Realty (II)
Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 

A DONATION
will be made with every 
home bought or sold by 

Paul or Alli.

$435,000$435,000

Elora – Gorgeous open concept freehold 
townhouse w/double garage situated on 
corner lot backing onto Elora Cataract 
Trailway. Large eat-in kitchen w/ceramic 
tile & abundant w/maple cupboards. 
Bright Living room w/hardwood floors, 
corner gas fireplace, 2 storey ceiling open 
to stairs & 2nd floor hallway. Fantastic 
master bedroom complete w/ensuite & 
lg walk in closet. Second floor laundry. 
Bright Finished basement w/recroom, 
bedroom & bathroom. 2300sqft + 
finished space. A must see home. MLS 
1414406. Call Alli or Paul direct.

Sat. Mar.
1st, 1-3pm
Sat. Mar.
1st, 1-3pm

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

93 PATRICK BLVD.
ELORA

Breslau – Approx 2700sqft house. Enjoy 
sunsets from your bckyrd haven. Tree lined 
private drive. Complete w/main flr LR, FR 
w/wood fp, eat in kit & sep DR. Main flr bdrm 
w/kitchenette & 3pc ens. Side entrance ideal for 
home office/business. Master bdrm w/8ftx8ft 
walk in closet & 3pc ens. Fin'd basement 
featuring lg bar & location for wood stove. Bsmnt 
bath incl sauna, whirlpool. 648sqft unfinished 
bonus room above garage. TLC Required. MLS 
1414121. Call Alli or Paul direct.

LOCATED ON 3.15 ACRES!
$679,900$679,900

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED!

Elmira – Inviting 4 level backsplit 
Home.  3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home with a 25 by 20 ft. sunken 
great room with gas fireplace & 
slider walkout to large deck and 
storage shed.  Spacious dining area 
featuring 2 storey vaulted ceiling. 
Convenient main floor laundry.  
MLS Call Alli or Paul direct.

DESIGNED WITH
FAMILY IN MIND!

$311,900$311,900

SOLD

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JULIE

HECKENDORN
Broker

Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

CONESTOGO – This raised bungalow is 
in a quiet area, close to school and down-
town. Walkout from D.A. to patio. Stone 
fireplace in the L.R. (w/parquet flr) and 
a gas fireplace in the rec. room.  Newer 
floor in games room.  5 pc. bathrm. (en-
suite privilege) 1.5 garage (extra deep!). 
Dble.  driveway. MLS $395,000.

FEATURED PROPERTY
ON THE EDGE OF TOWN! – Large lot backs to an open field. Spacious 3 bed-
room home with open concept main floor.  Woodstove in family room. Newer 
flooring in living room and family room Oak kitchen & lots of windows in the 
dining area. Two bathrooms. Natural wood staircase. Central air. Large covered 
porch. Detached garage & lots of parking. NEW MLS $269,900.

STUNNING CENTURY HOME – loaded 
w/character! Natural woodwork & stair-
case. Hdwd. floors. Pocket doors. Oak kitch-
en, formal D.R. Cozy L.R. w/gas fireplace. 
Main flr. fam. rm. w/custom built-ins. Two 
staircases to upper level. Private master 
suite w/ensuite bath & dressing area. Up-
dated main bathrm. Floored attic. 200 amp. 
serv. Detached oversized garage. Private, 
pro. landscaped yard. NEW MLS $539,900.

85 ACRES FOR SALE – Wellesley Township. Workable land, recently tile-drained @ 
30’ centres. Road frontage at front and back of farm. MLS $1,600,000

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Numerous quality features abound. Soaring 
cathedral ceiling in great room and gourmet 
kitchen, arches, pillars, hardwood and 
ceramics, 3 gas fireplaces. Must be seen to 
appreciate all this beautiful Drayton home 
has to offer. MLS

Moorefield. Finished basement. Attached 
garage.

For info on these or any other 
real estate enquiries, Call Dale

NEW LISTING | $234,900Custom Bungalow | $434,900

HOME, SWEET HOME.
FIND YOUR DREAM HOME IN CANADA’S  

BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
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226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at 46 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon., Tues. & Wed. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family Homes

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $340's

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

FREE Market Evaluation
EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426 

HOME with WORKSHOP!
Older 2 story home backing to farm land 
offers 6 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 3 
kitchens, possible in-law suite, 24' x 48' 
two story workshop. Located on the edge 
of town. MLS. Call Bert Martin for an appt.

Your referrals are appreciated!

$315,000

Elmira@royallepage.ca  

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

50 YEARS
of combined service

to HELP you!

www.elmirahomes.ca Shanna Rozema
Broker  / Owner

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record / Owner

Monique Roes
Sales Representative / Owner “Helping you is what we do”

2013

ATTRACTIVE BUNGALOW
$489,900 ALMA/PARKER Country setting, 
detached 998 sq.ft shop, 1800 sq.ft home 
w/double garage, wonderful kitchen offers 
island/breakfast bar & black appli. open to 
the dinette, separate dining area & large 
living rm., master ensuite, basement has 9' 
ceilings, oversized windows & walk-up. MLS

AMAZING BACKSPLIT
$299,900 DRAYTON Plenty of space in 
this open concept 4 level 1800 sq.ft home, 
ceramic and hardwood floors, 5 appliances 
included, c/air conditioning, 3 bdrms, 2 baths, 
walkout off the large family rm to deck & 
fenced yd, double garage. MLS

SUPER STARTER! 
$272,900 WELLESLEY Buy this 6 year old 
semi in excellent condition & enjoy! Great 
layout, spacious kitchen w/appliances 
included, walkout off dinette, master bedroom 
ensuite, oversized garage, double drive. MLS

BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED 
$283,900 Freehold town home offers 
neutral decor, lovely kitchen & dinette area with 
ceramic floors, 5 appliances included, walkout 
to new deck, c/air, large master w/cheater 
ensuite, garage, extra long driveway. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | Sat. Mar. 1st 2-4 pm
29 Porchlight Drive, Elmira

$335,900
PRICED FROM

EXCLUSIVE! MEET US AT OUR GRAND OPENING FOR MORE DETAILS ON PLANS & PRICES!

Builder Bonus 
$8000

in Free Upgrades 
*only available for 30 days

after grand opening

• Stunning executive bungalow townhomes
• Only 11 units to be built
• 3 month closing available on 2 units
• Oversized double car garage (23'x22') w/dbl driveway

• 1-2 bedrooms, 2-3 baths
• Main floor master bedroom w/ensuite
• Gourmet kitchen w/island
• Hardwood & ceramic floors, gas fireplace + much more

Coach House Realty Inc.

$239,900 

Brokerage

ALLAN POFFENROTH
Broker

519.589.5431
www.coachhouserealty.ca

Elmira 1.5 storey home on large lot (52 x 121) with 
attractive rear yard close to the down town core. 
Home is bigger than it looks w-3 - 4 bdrms, 3 pc 
bath, large eat-in kitchen, spacious living rm & 
finished room in lower level with walkout to rear 
yard. Recent updates: central vac (13), roof (10),  
windows (09), Furnace (02). Exclusive Listing.

Buyers check out our website for 
more great properties! OFFICE: 519.343.2124 • 159 William St., Palmerston

Coach House Realty Inc.

$365,000 

Brokerage
OFFICE: 519.343.2124 • 159 William St., Palmerston

KATHY ROBINSON
***Broker of Record

519.292.0362
www.coachhouserealty.ca

Quality evident throughout in this brand new 1317 sq. ft. Raised Bungalow

Tarion Warranty Home in excellent location backing 
onto walking trail w/mature trees at lot line on 69 x 116 
lot in small sub-division. Features of this impressive 
home are: open concept w/beautiful kitchen, breakfast 
bar, walkout to covered deck, main fl laundry, hardwood 
& permastone flooring (mn level), 2+1 bdrms, 3 baths, 
attached double car garage, finished recrm, walkout to 
garage from lower level, plus more. AAA+++ MLS 1411834.

Buyers check out our website for 
more great properties! 

Highly sought after 1772 sq ft, 
2 year old Bellamy Model 
Home, 3 beds, 3 baths, open 
concept main floor with 
stunning grand entrance. Lots 
of upgrades!! Fully fenced 
backyard. Tarion Warranty 
still applies. Come take a look 
this weekend, you will not be 
disappointed!

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY MARCH 2nd 2-4PM
47 Green Street Drayton 

Alyssa Henry
Broker

519.831.1129
alyssa@alyssahenry.ca

www.alyssahenry.ca
782 Tower St, S. Fergus, ON

REAL ESTATE CENTRE INC.

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

FEBRUARY 22ND SOLUTIONS
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BE SEEN.
YOUR

MESSAGE
HEARD,
LOUD &
CLEAR. 

ADVERTISE 
YOUR 

BUSINESS 
TODAY!
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CELEBRATE YOUR 
LOVED ONES 

IN THE OBSERVER
FAMILY ALBUM

FAMILY ALBUM

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAMBIRTH NOTICE

DEATH NOTICES

Calvin Fairhall Jr.

It’s been a year now of wondering 
what we could have done 

differently, and why you got sick 
in the first place.

We think of you every day & cry 
a million tears, even though it 

won’t bring you back. 
Miss your phone calls wanting 

a favour and your BIG BEAR 
hugs and knowing if we wanted 
something all we had to do was 
ask. You will always be our baby 

& Sammy’s little brother.

November 17, 1972 - March 2, 2013

Love, Your Family

Happy 16th Birthday 
Charly Bax!!

We hope you have a great year! 
Drive carefully.

Lots of love, Dad, Mom, Dannah and Friday xoxo

Mercedes Beth 
Brubacher

Colin and Amy Beth Brubacher along with big sisters 
Zoe and Stella happily announce the birth of Mercedes 

(Macy) Beth, born at home on November 3, 2013. 
Proud grandparents Landis and Violet Brubacher and 

Melvin Code. A special answer to Nana’s prayer (the 
late Ruth Code). Big thanks to Midwives Julie Corey 
and Pooja Kurban, helpers Leah and Chelsea and Dr. 

Wendy McCuaig for their excellent care.

Willis Bauman

Twenty years ago our lives changed forever when 
you passed on. We miss you so much in the big 

moments like our weddings and the birth of our 
children but in the little moments too, like listening 
to Johnny Cash and going on boat rides at the cot-
tage. Thank you for loving Mom so well, for being 

a devoted father and for giving us childhoods filled 
with love and laughter.

March 15, 1994

~ Always remembered by your daughters Amy Beth 
Brubacher and Shelley Anne Shantz.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to adopt the following 2014 budgets as 
required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

•	 Tax-supported	operating	budget;
•	 Capital	budget;
•	 Water	budget;	and
•	 Wastewater	budget;

at its regular Committee of the Whole meeting on March 4, 2014 at 6:00 PM with final Council approval set 
for the Council meeting on March 11, 2014 at 7:00 PM.  Both meetings will be held in the Council Chambers, 
Municipal Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

Richard Petherick, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

PUBLIC NOTICES

BIRTHDAY

BAUMAN, ESTHER (MRS. 
ISRAEL) | Peacefully, on 
Sunday, February 23, 
2014 at her home. Esther 
(Martin) Bauman, age 91 
years, of RR 2, Drayton.

CULP, MERVIN E. | Peace-
fully passed away on 
Friday, February 21, 2014 
at Groves Memorial Hos-

pital, Fergus. Mervin, age 
80 years, of RR 1, Elmira

FISHER, MARGARET MARTIN 
|  Goshen, Indiana, 61, 
slipped away peacefully 
Sunday, February 23, 2014 
at Elkhart General Hospi-
tal, after receiving a cancer 
diagnosis in November. 
She was born October 11, 
1952 in St. Jacobs.

GEISEL, KENNETH LLOYD | 
Passed away at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Kitchener on 
February 24, 2014, at the 
age of 77.

MENSCH, REIMUND | Passed 
away suddenly at his 
home in New Hamburg 
on Friday, February 21, 
2014. 82 years ago in the 
Ukraine. Local relatives 
are his son Hans and his 
wife Bonnie Mensch of 
Wellesley.

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

Culp, Mervin E.
Peacefully passed away on Friday, Febru-
ary 21, 2014 at Groves Memorial Hospital, 
Fergus. Mervin, age 80 years, of RR 1, El-
mira was the beloved husband of June 
(Shantz) Culp. Dear father of Lisa of El-
mira and Mark of RR 1, Elmira. Brother 
of Bernice Lawrence of Arthur. Mervin 
will be missed by Joyce Culp, Karl, Kevin, 
Karen and Kim. Predeceased by his par-
ents Herbert and Violet, his brothers Wil-
lard, Murray, Elgin, Ray, Russell, and his 
sisters Lillian, Beryl and Alma. The fam-
ily received their relatives and friends at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira on 
Monday, February 24, 2014 from 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m. where a funeral service was held 
in the funeral home chapel on Tuesday, 
February 25, 2014 at 11 a.m. Interment 
followed in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
In Mervin’s memory, donations to the 
Groves Hospital Foundation would be 
appreciated as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Ruth Code

Dearest Ruth. The Bible in 2 Corinthians 4:7-18 
speaks brilliantly of your life’s journey of faith, espe-
cially in your last year as you displayed Jesus Christ, 
who is … this treasure in jars of clay...struck down 
but not destroyed; You believed that this light mo-
mentary affliction was preparing an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison. You looked not to 
the things that are seen but to the things that are 
unseen, eternal.  Your inward beauty and purpose, 
infectious smile, words of grace, guidance, and lov-
ing deeds will forever encourage and inspire all who 
know and love you.

~ With profound love, husband Mel. 

Also missed by stepson Stephen Code, wife Barbara 
and children, stepdaughter Shelly (Wight) Kearns, 

husband Glen and children.

A year ago we lost our precious mother. You 
touched the lives of many and taught us how to 

live life to the fullest. We miss your 
optimistic outlook and wisdom in our lives.

In joyful memory of Ruth Rebecca Code 
(Bauman-Wight), February 18,2013.

~ Deeply missed by your daughters and sons-in-law Amy-
Beth and Colin Brubacher and Shelley Anne and Aaron 

Shantz. ~ Always loved and remembered by  
your grandchildren, Zoe, Stella and Macy Brubacher and 

Griffen Shantz. 
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LIVING HERE
CALLINGS / MAKING A CHANGE

Shrove Tuesday is 
right around the corner. 
Shrove comes from the 
word “shrive” which means 
to confess. After two birth-
days lasting a few weeks, we 
could say that I have some 
confessions to make, but 
we’ll save that for another 
day. 

Sometimes known as 
Fat Tuesday (Mardi Gras in 
French), the idea of break-
fast for dinner is a great al-
ternative to the traditional 
meat and potatoes.  My kids 
absolutely love this idea. 

The last day of indulging 
before Lent is another re-
minder that moderation is 
always best. But with all the 
indulgences, Mardi Gras is 
a celebration that we won’t 
soon forget. Our trip to New 
Orleans was quite some 
time ago but filled with 
great memories: a whole 
new selection of antiques 
and food to savour.  

Yes, I know, the tradition-
al pancakes and sausage 
is nothing new to us here. 
Locally, we make the trip to 
Wellesley Gourmet for their 
apple butter sausage.   

In the spirit of New Or-
leans, Cajun cooking is a 
different kind of excitement 
in recipes and flavour. The 
most successful are full 
of heart. The methods are 
similar, but the desire to 
develop a following comes 
from the cook that can 

Shrove 
Tuesday 
with a 
Cajun twist

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

WILL SLOAN

“I think any authority 
has to be held really light-
ly,” says Pastor Steven Brn-
jas. “The pastoral office has 
certain authority attached 
to it, but I like to think that 
I don’t function in a way 
where I’m the authority. 
Rather, I walk beside you. 
I don’t want to walk ahead 
of you, not behind you, but 
rather beside you, as we ne-
gotiate what life as a church 
means in 2014.”

Brnjas has found himself 
in a position of “author-
ity” throughout his career, 
although he suggests that’s 
more a matter of percep-
tion than reality. On Febru-
ary 1, he started his tenure 
as pastor at Elmira’s Zion 
Mennonite Fellowship, 
and while his long and un-
usual career has sent him 
from the police force to the 
pulpit, he says that a basic 
Christian principle has in-
formed him through it all:

“We always have ground-
ing philosophies of life, and 
mine comes from Jesus – 
basically, treat others like 
you’d want to be treated, 
love your neighbour as 
yourself.”

He continues, “By that 
being my grounding phi-
losophy, then I think it 
helped me in a lot of situa-
tions where that could have 
turned out worse. Because 
of that philosophy – that 
spirit that came out from 
me – people reacted per-
haps in a different way than 
they might have normally.”

From 1984 to 2003, Brn-
jas was on the police beat 
in downtown Kitchener, 
where he “tried to deal 
with people and patients 

Former police officer and counsellor, Steven Brnjas is the new pastor at Zion Mennonite Fellowship

with kindness,” he says. 
We’re used to hearing about 
people whose faiths were 
shaken when faced with 
horrible suffering, but for 
Brnjas, the opposite was 
true.

“I’m not sure how you 
can do a job like that with-
out faith,” he says.“Because 
of the things you see, for 
me the idea that there is a 
God that is not absent, that 
is dealing with all this dif-
ficulty and this pain and 

this evil, and still functions 
within it, was a source of 
comfort for me.”

During his time in the 
force, Brnjas was active 
in the Mennonite church, 
becoming so involved that 
he was offered a job as a 
pastor in 2003. For the next 
six years, he presided over 
Bethel Mennonite with his 
wife Linda (who is now the 
Mennonite Church Eastern 
Canada regional minister).

Switching gears again, 

he followed this with two 
years as a restorative justice 
counsellor for the Men-
nonite Central Committee, 
dealing with sex offenders 
just released from prison. 
“It taught me a lot about 
grace,” he says. “It really 
helped inform my faith 
even more. … From there, I 
just felt a callback to pasto-
ral ministry.”

After another two years 
spent on missionary work, 
including a visit to pover-

ty-stricken Ethiopia, he 
landed at Zion Mennonite 
Fellowship, where he has 
just begun work. Heavy on 
his mind is an effort to keep 
the faith relevant for the 
21st century.

“If there are misconcep-
tions, I think some of the 
misconceptions come from 
the message we put out as 
Christians, which is then 
picked up by media and 
spread in a negative way,” 
he says. “The idea that be-
cause we are followers of 
Christ that we have it all to-
gether is one of the miscon-
ceptions, which couldn’t be 
further from the truth. We 
gather as broken people, 
seeking healing.”

He concludes, “I think 
the message that’s coming 
across is what the church 
is against as opposed to 
what the church is for. My 
emphasis over the years, 
I think, has changed. I’m 
emphasizing God’s grace, 
love, mercy, and forgive-
ness. I think with the so-
ciety we live in, that’s the 
message that will resonate. 
If I’m here wagging my fin-
ger about what you’re doing 
wrong, how much chance 
can I have of actually shar-
ing who Jesus is?”

Those of us with memo-
ries of lining up at confes-
sion view religious leaders 
with a certain awe and 
fear. Brnjas says he’d like to 
counter this.

“One of the things about 
being a storefront is, my 
hope is that when people 
see the ‘Open’ sign is on, 
and they see me in here, 
they will think this is a safe 
place to come in and share 
their story, and that their 
story will be valued.”

RECIPE
NOTES

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON  N3B 0A5 
Tel: (519) 669-1082    Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net   
www.leroysautocare.net

“Monica will be returning to Leroy’s Auto 
Care on March 3rd after being with 
her son, on maternity leave. She will 
be returning to her previous position 
as Office Administrator”- Leroy

Welcome Back, Monica! 

Steven Brnjas hopes the Zion Mennonite Fellowship’s storefront location will make the faith more accessible. [WILL SLOAN / THE OBSERVER]

A different path to the pulpit
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

Suite 102, 40 Weber St. E., Kitchener 

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

• Natural Nutritional 
 Supplements

• Lifestyle Choices

• Weight Loss Program

Joy! Health Naturally!

Darlene Vandermey RNPA, CLWC
www.myaimstore.com/joyhealthnaturally

519-698-0300

MARCH 1

A MAN IN BLACK Tribute To Johnny Cash & June Carter 
Dinner Show; 7 p.m., Elmira Legion, 11 First St. E., 
Elmira. $30/person. Call 519-669-2932.

INCOME TAX COMPLETED. WOOLWICH Community 
Services has trained volunteers available to complete 
your income tax return. This service is offered free 
of charge to people with limited income. To find out 
if you qualify drop by or call Woolwich Community 
Services at 73 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519-669-5139.

MARCH 4

ELECTRONIC BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise 
& District Lions Club. Phone Joe Brick at 519-699-
4022. Everyone welcome. 

MARCH 6

THE LIONS CLUB OF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

MARCH 7

PD DAY MOVIE - 2 p.m. at Elmira Branch Library. 
Movie shown will be Despicable Me 2 (G). Tickets 
are $1 each and every person attending must have a 
ticket. Admission includes light refreshments. Please 
no outside snacks. Children 5 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult. For more information, call 
the Elmira Branch Library at 519-669-5477 or elmlib@
regionofwaterloo.ca.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Service is being held at 
Elmira Pentecostal Assembly at 7:30 p.m. This year’s 
focus is Egypt. All are welcome.

MARCH 8

BOARD GAMES IN BRESLAU, 1-11 p.m. at Breslau 
Community Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau; $2. There 
will be a wide variety of games to play or bring your 
favourite game or learn a new one. New people are 
always welcome! Questions: boardgamers@rogers.
com.

MARCH 9 

HUNGRYMAN’S BREAKFAST WITH WATERLOO Regional 
Police Auxiliary 8:30 a.m.  - 1 p.m. at Elmira Legion, 11 
First St. E., Elmira; 5 and under free, 6 - 10 $3; 11 & up $6. 
Proceeds to Waterloo Region Children’s Safety Village. 

MARCH 11

ELECTRONIC BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise 
& District Lions Club. Phone Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.  

MARCH 12

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.), Calvary United Church 48 Hawkesville Rd. 
St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 by March 10 for 
more information.

REPTILE SHOW WITH HAMILTON Reptiles (Ages 5 & 
up)  at Elmira Branch Library, 2 p.m. Tickets are $3 per 
person or two for $5; everyone attending the show 

must have a ticket. Visit www.rwlibrary.ca for the full 
schedule of March Break events and special programs 
available at all Region of Waterloo Library branches, 
or call Elmira Branch Library at 519-669-5477.

MARCH 13

THE LIONS CLUB OF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

FIVE THE MAGICIAN (ALL ages) at Bloomingdale 
Branch Library, 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $3 per person or 
two for $5; everyone attending the show must have a 
ticket. Visit www.rwlibrary.ca for the full schedule of 
March Break events and special programs available 
at all Region of Waterloo Library Branches, or call 
Bloomingdale Branch Library at 519-745-3151.

MUSIC WITH ERICK TRAPLIN (all ages) at Wellesley 
Branch Library, 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $3 per person or 
two for $5; everyone attending the show must have a 
ticket. Visit www.rwlibrary.ca for the full schedule of 
March Break events and special programs available 
at all Region of Waterloo Library Branches, or call 
Wellesley Branch Library at 519-656-2001.

PANDORA’S SOX: PUPPETS & Songs (all ages) at 
St. Clements Branch, 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $3 per 
person or two for $5; everyone attending the show 
must have a ticket. Visit www.rwlibrary.ca for the full 
schedule of March Break events and special programs 
available at all Region of Waterloo Library Branches, 
or call St. Clements  Branch Library at 519-699-4341.

 

9:00am Christian Education
10:15am Worship with Holy Communion

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

Pastor:  Hans J. W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ 
through Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

9:45am Sunday School

11:00am Worship Service

Hopping Thursday’s
7-8:30pm Programs for all ages

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, March 2
How To Get Closer to God -

Spiritual Help

TRANSFORMED

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45 am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service  at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

 Sunday, 
March 2, 2014

9:15 & 11:00 AM

“Learning to Enjoy Prayer”
Olympic Faith

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein • 519-669-2319
www.wbconline.ca

Sun., Mar. 2nd

11:00am
Christ The 

Good Shepherd
Ron SeabrookeDiscovering God Together

27 Mill St., Elmira • 519-669-2593  
www.stpaulselmira.ca

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church

Sharing the Message of Christ and His Love

Pastor: Richard A. Frey

9:15am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Worship: 9:30am
Jim Loepp Thiessen

“Engaging our Community”

Christian Education
for all ages: 11:00am

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service   Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 
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ACROSS
1. 2, on an ATM
4. Cooler essential
11. Aquarium fish
16. Not well
17. Handcuff
18. Join
19. Weaving machine
21. Overcoat material
22. Cartoon art
23. Eye affliction
24. “You stink!”
25. Aqua-Lung
26. Creation of works, 
objects or performances
31. Jungle climber
33. “The Sorcerers Apprentice”
36. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”
38. Criticize, slangily
39. Gray, in a way
40. Battle of Britain grp.
41. Lathyrus odoratus
44. Hevea
47. First name?
48. Arizona city
49. Hot and ____
51. Boat in “Jaws”

55. Engine speed, for short
58. Flying spark guard
61. Compromises
65. As well
66. Tokyo, once
67. Electrical unit
68. Future fish
69. Waterproof pelt
71. Pushovers
73. Semi-aquatic rodent
76. Losers
77. Grassland
78. “Do ___ others as...”
82. Boarded
83. Small terrestrial lizards
86. Coffin stand
87. Last of a series
88. Bean tree
90. Children’s game
91. To the point
92. Treaty topic
93. Cunning
DOWN
1. Afflicts
2. Smudge
3. Fill to excess
4. To be

5. Engine part
6. Opposite of WSW
7. Rocky
8. Thespian
9. Doom’s companion
10. Member of Cong.
11. Towel
12. Boredom
13. Lesbian
14. European country on the 
Black Sea
15. Ginger ___
20. Butcher’s stock
27. Exceptional
28. Boris Godunov, for one
29. Twenty percent
30. Ed.’s request
32. Backside
33. Kind of team
34. Flu symptom
35. Beaks
37. Drops on blades
41. Round after the quarters
42. Small dam
43. “D”
45. Lyric poet
46. Tuff’s companion
50. Block

52. Stink
53. Ghanian monetary unit
54. Auth. unknown
56. Portrayals
57. ___ juice (milk)
59. Fly high
60. Pepsi, e.g.
61. Haul
62. Rootstalk
63. Current measurement 
device
64. Handful
69. Sea moss
70. Nub
72. TV shows
74. Pond buildup
75. Milk dispensers
79. Pesky insects
80. Blue hue
81. Bacchanal
82. Caught
83. Be in a cast
84. Priestly garb
85. Getaway
89. Actinon

The family dog just might have the vocabulary edge over your toddler

Q. You start out with a 
standard folding chair 
and put wheels on the 
bottom, then remove 
the seat and affix a metal 
basket instead. “It’s new-
-it’s sensational. No more 
baskets to carry,” your 
newspaper ad proclaims. 
Now what do you have?
A. If you’re Sylvan Gold-
man, 1937, owner of the 
Humpty Dumpty super-
market chain in Oklahoma 
City, you’ve got a colossal 
flop on your hands, as you 
watch your new shopping 
cart go unused, reports 
Kerstin Sjoden in “Mad 
Science,” edited by Randy 

Alfred. Goldman was look-
ing for a way to increase 
store purchases by freeing 
his customers from weighty 
handheld baskets, but 
unfortunately men feared 
that using the carts would 
make them look weak, and 
women deemed them as 
unfashionable, looking too 
much like baby carriages.

So Goldman hired male 
and female models to push 
the carts around in his 
store as they pretended to 
be shopping. The gambit 
worked, with the carts so in 
demand that buyers soon 
faced a seven-year waiting 
list.

Goldman continued 
modifying his design, mak-
ing the baskets bigger as 
stores realized customers 
purchased more when cart 
size increased. “Today, 

warehouse stores have 
warehouse-sized carts.”
Q. In a contest over who 
has the bigger vocabu-
lary, who might give your 
3-year-old a doggone 
surprisingly strong chal-
lenge? 
A. The family pooch, 
naturally, though it would 
have to be patiently taught. 
The border collie Rico of a 
few years ago was famous 
for having a vocabulary of 
a couple hundred words, 
able to pick out a book or 
ball when directed to do so 
even weeks after learning 
the word, says David G. 
Myers in “Exploring Psy-
chology: Ninth Edition.” If 
asked to fetch a toy with a 
name he had never heard, 
he could also pick out the 
new toy from a group of 
familiar ones. 

Now, based on new re-
search, another border col-
lie named Chaser has set an 
animal record by learning 
1022 object names. “Like 
a 3-year-old child, she can 
also categorize them by 
function and shape and 
can correctly ‘fetch a ball’ 
or ‘fetch a doll.’” So, move 
over, kid, Chaser’s coming. 
Q. “Synonyms,” “ant-
onyms” and “hom-
onyms” you probably 
know. Can you say the 
same for “contranyms”?
A. They’re words or phras-
es with a set of opposite 
meanings, says Anu Garg 
on his A.Word.A.Day web-
site, and most languages 
have them. For example, in 
English, to “second-guess” 
means both “to guess or 
predict” and “to criticize 
an event with the benefit 

of hindsight,” with con-
text providing the critical 
clue. It probably derives 
from “second-guesser” (in 
baseball, one who criticizes 
a play after the fact).

Other examples include 
“discursive,” from Latin 
“dis” (apart) and “currere” 
(to run), meaning jump-
ing from topic to topic, or 
proceeding logically, using 
reason rather than emo-
tion; and “secrete,” from 
“secernere” (to separate), 
meaning both “to release” 
and also “to conceal, to 
keep secret.” Two differ-
ent derivations form the 
basis of the contradictory 
“impregnable”: from Old 
French “im” (not) and “pre-
nable” (vulnerable to cap-
ture) meaning “incapable 
of being taken by force”; 
and from Latin “impraegn-

aere” (to fertilize) meaning 
“capable of being impreg-
nated.” Finally, with its 
earliest documented use in 
1475, “peruse” can mean “to 
read or examine with great 
care” or “to read in a casual 
manner,” again depending 
on context.

Intrigued? Want more? 
Then try perusing Rich-
ard Lederer’s book “Crazy 
English,” for his list of 37 
contranyms (aka, “antago-
nyms”), reports Dictionary.
com. Here are a few to get 
you going: bolt, buckle, 
certain, cleave, clip, com-
mencement, critical, dress, 
dust … 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES
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1 tsp cayenne
3/4 tsp white pepper
3/4 tsp cracked black pepper
1/2 tsp dried thyme leaves
1/2 tsp dried oregano leaves

Cut fish into half-inch 
thick pieces. Let the fish 
come to room temperature 
before blackening;

Mix the seasoning ingre-
dients together;

Heat cast iron skillet un-
til it is extremely hot, just 
short of seeing white ash 
forming on the bottom of 
the pan;

 Just before cooking, 
brush the fish with melted 
butter until it is evenly 
coated;

bring it home with their 
own twist. Don your beads, 
invite some friends and 
enjoy some good ol’ Cajun 
cuisine.

Blackened 
Fish
1 lb firm-fleshed fish: tuna, 
salmon or halibut
1/4 cup melted butter

Seasoning Mix
1 tbsp sweet paprika
1-1/2 tsp sea salt
1 tsp onion powder
1 tsp garlic powder

CHEF’S TABLE: Getting into the spirit with a taste of Mardi Gras

Sprinkle the mix over the 
buttered fish and place in 
hot pan;

Place 1 tbsp of melted 
butter on top of the fish 
(be careful, the butter may 
flame up);

After 2 minutes, turn the 
fish over and place another 
tbsp of melted butter over 
the fish;

Cook on high for another 
3 minutes. The fish should 
be firm to the touch: it will 
give slightly, appearing  
opaque and flakey. (Cook 
one piece at a time and 
wipe the pan out when it is 
done – the more practice 
you have cooking fish, the 
better it will get.)

FROM | 25

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker 
line. We’ve started you with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

Avocado 
Salad
Half a ripe avocado, diced
1 lime, juiced
3 tbsp olive oil
3 dashes Tabasco or your 
favourite hot sauce
1/4 red and green pepper, 
diced
1 tbsp red onion, diced
2 tbsp cilantro, chopped
Season with salt and pepper

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.
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•  CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY   •   CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY   •   CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY   •   CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY  •  CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY   •

ELMIRA:         Line 86 West 519-669-1561 / 1-800-665-1561

LISTOWEL:    Hwy. 23 North 519-291-2151 / 1-800-665-2151

MILDMAY:     Hwy. 9 North 519-367-2672 / 1-800-829-2672

*Help Stoltz’s support the local Food Bank. Non-perishable donations welcome.®2005 CASE CORPORATION
Visit us on the World Wide Web at www.caseih.com
Case IH is a registered trademark of Case Corporation

10:00am - 3:00pm
Stoltz Sales & Service

ELMIRA

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAY

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAY

©2010 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC.

FUN FOR
THE WHOLE

FAMILY

Farm Safety
Instant Draws • 

Pancakes & Popcorn • Door Prizes
Parts Specials • 

New Case IH Tractors

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2014

LISTOWEL | March 12
MILDMAY | March 13

Linwood, St. Clements and Wellesley Fire Stations 
are Now Accepting Applications for position 
of Substitute Volunteer Firefighters.

Visit our website at www.wellesley.ca
to download an application. Applications 
will be accepted until March 31, 2014.

Find out how you can serve your community 
as a respected and highly trained professional.

•  Fire/Rescue  •  Medical Response  •  Public Education  •  Training

Discover What Fits 
You Best, Join Your 
Local Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Try a 
Suit That 
is All 
Business!

Try a 
Suit That 
is All 
Business!

Try a 
Suit That 
is All 
Business!

Try a 
Suit That 
is All 
Business!

Try a 
Suit That 
is All 
Business!

Try a 
Suit That 
is All 
Business!

WHITEOUTS TAKE THEIR TOLL ON THE ROADS

Whiteout conditions kept emergency crews hopping Thursday. The Elmira area was hit especially hard. Among the dozens of calls were a 
car-versus-pole collision at Line 86 and Northfield drive (top) and a rear-ender on Barnswallow Drive.  [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]


